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VOLUME I

Introduction



Translator·s Note

E[ceSW ZheQ SUeɹ[ed (Trans.), fRRWQRWeV aUe fURP Whe RUigiQal.
TUaQVlaWiRQV Rf TXRWaWiRQV iQ Whe We[W aUe PiQe, e[ceSW ZheQ Whe
VRXUce WiWle iV giYeQ iQ EQgliVh. BibliRgUaShical deWailV aUe SUeVeQWed
iQ Whe RUigiQal iQ a SaUWial aQd XQV\VWePaWic Za\, aQd ZheUeYeU
SRVVible I haYe eQdeaYRXUed WR cRPSleWe aQd VWaQdaUdi]e WhiV
iQfRUPaWiRQ, a fUeTXeQWl\ diɽcXlW WaVk, ViQce Whe aXWhRU XVeV hiV
RZQ WUaQVlaWiRQV Rf MaU[. I ZiVh WR WhaQk P\ cRlleagXeV RRbeUW
GUa\, JRhQ Oakle\ aQd AdUiaQ RifkiQ fRU Whe adYice aQd
eQcRXUagePeQW Whe\ haYe giYeQ Pe dXUiQg Whe SUeSaUaWiRQ Rf WhiV
SURjecW.



Preface

b\ Michel Trebitsch

WhaW a VWUaQge VWaWXV WhiV bRRk haV, aQd hRZ VWUaQge iWV deVWiQ\ haV
beeQ. If HeQUi LefebYUe caQ be Slaced alRQgVide AdRUQR, BlRch,
LXkicV RU MaUcXVe aV RQe Rf Whe PaiQ WheRUeWiciaQV Rf ¶CUiWical
MaU[iVP·, iW iV laUgel\ WhaQkV WR hiV CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life (CriWiqXe
de la Yie qXoWidienne), a ZRUk Zhich, WhRXgh Zell kQRZQ, iV liWWle
aSSUeciaWed. PeUhaSV WhiV iV becaXVe LefebYUe haV VRPeWhiQg Rf Whe
bUilliaQW aPaWeXU cUafWVPaQ abRXW hiP, XQable WR caVh iQ RQ hiV RZQ
iQYeQWiRQV; VRPeWhiQg caSUiciRXV, like a VRZeU ZhR caVWV hiV VeedV WR
Whe ZiQd ZiWhRXW ZRUU\iQg abRXW ZheWheU Whe\ Zill geUPiQaWe. OU iV
iW becaXVe Rf LefebYUe·V VW\le, beWZeeQ ɻe[ibiliW\ aQd YagXeQeVV,
ZheUe WhiQkiQg iV like VWURlliQg, ZheUe WhiQkiQg iV rhapsodic, aV
RSSRVed WR PRUe SeUPaQeQW cRQVWUXcWiRQV, ZiWh WheiU PRQRliWhic,
UeiQfRUced, UeaVVXUiQg aUgXPeQWV, SaiQVWakiQgl\ bXilW XSRQ
VWUXcWXUeV aQd PRdelV? HiV WhRXghW SURceVVeV aUe like a liPeVWRQe
laQdVcaSe ZiWh XQdeUgURXQd UiYeUV Zhich RQl\ becRPe YiVible ZheQ
Whe\ bXUVW fRUWh RQ Whe VXUface. CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life iV RQe VXch
UeVXUgeQce. OQe cRXld eYeQ call iW a WUiSle UeVXUgeQce, iQ WhaW Whe
1947 YRlXPe ZaV WR be fRllRZed iQ 1962 b\ a VecRQd, FondemenWs
d·Xne sociologie de la qXoWidienneWp, aQd iQ 1981 b\ a WhiUd, De la
moderniWp aX modernisme (PoXr Xne mpWaphilosophie dX qXoWidien). AW
Whe chURQRlRgical aQd WheRUeWical iQWeUVecWiRQ Rf hiV WhiQkiQg abRXW
alieQaWiRQ aQd PRdeUQiW\, CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life iV a VePiQal We[W,
dUaZQ fURP Whe deeSeVW leYelV Rf hiV iQWellecWXal URRWV, bXW alVR
lRRkiQg ahead WR Whe PaiQ SUeRccXSaWiRQ Rf hiV SRVW-ZaU SeUiRd. If



Ze aUe WR UelRcaWe iW iQ LefebYUe·V WhRXghW aV a ZhRle, Ze Zill Qeed
WR gR XSVWUeaP aV faU aV La Conscience m\sWiɹpe (1936) aQd WheQ
back dRZQVWUeaP aV faU aV InWrodXcWion j la moderniWp (1962).

¶Henri LefebYre or LiYing Philosoph\·

The \eaU 1947 ZaV a VSleQdid RQe fRU HeQUi LefebYUe: aV Zell aV
CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life, he SXbliVhed LogiqXe formelle, logiqXe
dialecWiqXe, Mar[ eW la liberWp aQd DescarWes iQ TXick VXcceVViRQ. ThiV
bURadVide ZaV cRPPeQWed XSRQ iQ Whe UeYieZ La Penspe b\ RQe Rf
Whe CRPPXQiVW PaUW\·V UiViQg \RXQg iQWellecWXalV, JeaQ KaQaSa, ZhR
dUeZ SaUWicXlaU aWWeQWiRQ WR Whe RUigiQal aQd cUeaWiYe aVSecWV Rf
CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life. WiWh WhiV bRRk, ZURWe KaQaSa, ¶ShilRVRSh\
QR lRQgeU VcRUQV Whe cRQcUeWe aQd Whe eYeU\da\·. B\ PakiQg
alieQaWiRQ ¶Whe ke\ cRQceSW iQ Whe aQal\ViV Rf hXPaQ ViWXaWiRQV ViQce
MaU[·, LefebYUe ZaV RSeQiQg ShilRVRSh\ WR acWiRQ: WakeQ iQ iWV
KaQWiaQ VeQVe, cUiWiTXe ZaV QRW ViPSl\ kQRZledge Rf eYeU\da\ life,
bXW kQRZledge Rf Whe PeaQV WR WUaQVfRUP iW. ThXV iQ LefebYUe
KaQaSa cRXld celebUaWe ¶Whe PRVW lXcid SURSRQeQW Rf liYiQg
ShilRVRSh\ WRda\·.1 MaUgiQal befRUe Whe ZaU, heUeWical afWeU Whe
1950V, iQ 1947 LefebYUe·V UecRgQiWiRQ b\ Whe CRPPXQiVW PaUW\
VeePV WR haYe beeQ aW iWV Seak, aQd iW iV WePSWiQg WR Vee hiV SURliɹc
RXWSXW iQ a SRliWical lighW. If Ze add L·E[isWenWialisme, Zhich
aSSeaUed iQ 1946, aQd PoXr conna̘Wre la penspe de Mar[ aQd hiV beVW-
VelleU Le Mar[isme iQ Whe ¶QXe VaiV-je?· ediWiRQ, bRWh Rf Zhich
aSSeaUed iQ 1948, QRW WR PeQWiRQ VeYeUal aUWicleV, VXch aV hiV
¶IQWURdXcWiRQ j l·eVWhpWiTXe· Zhich ZaV a dU\ UXQ fRU hiV 1953
ConWribXWion j l·esWhpWiqXe, WheQ iQdeed, aSaUW fURP Whe laWe 1960V,
WhiV ZaV Whe PRVW SURdXcWiYe SeUiRd iQ hiV caUeeU.2

CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life WhXV aSSeaUV WR be a bRRk ZiWh a SUeciVe
daWe, aQd WhiV daWe iV bRWh VigQiɹcaQW aQd eTXiYRcal. DUafWed
beWZeeQ AXgXVW aQd DecePbeU 1945, SXbliVhed iQ FebUXaU\ 1947,
accRUdiQg WR Whe Rɽcial SXbliVheU·V daWe, iW UeɻecWed Whe RSWiPiVP
aQd QeZ-fRXQd fUeedRP Rf Whe LibeUaWiRQ, bXW aSSeaUed RQl\ a feZ
ZeekV befRUe Whe big fUee]e Rf Whe CRld WaU VeW iQ. ¶IQ Whe



eQWhXViaVP Rf Whe LibeUaWiRQ, iW ZaV hRSed WhaW VRRQ life ZRXld be
chaQged aQd Whe ZRUld WUaQVfRUPed·, aV HeQUi LefebYUe Uecalled iQ
1958 iQ hiV FRUeZRUd WR Whe SecRQd EdiWiRQ. The \eaU 1947 ZaV
SiYRWal, JaQXV-faced. IW begaQ iQ a PRRd Rf SRVW-ZaU eXShRUia, WheQ,
fURP MaUch WR SeSWePbeU, ZiWh TUXPaQ·V SRlic\ Rf cRQWaiQPeQW aQd
ZhdaQRY·V WheRU\ Rf Whe diYiViRQ Rf Whe ZRUld iQWR WZR caPSV, ZiWh
Whe eYicWiRQ Rf Whe CRPPXQiVW PiQiVWeUV iQ FUaQce aQd Whe laXQchiQg
Rf Whe MaUVhall PlaQ, iQ RQl\ a feZ PRQWhV eYeU\WhiQg had beeQ
WhURZQ iQ Whe balaQce, iQclXdiQg Whe faWe Rf Whe bRRk iWVelf. The
iPSacW ZaV all Whe PRUe bUXWal iQ WhaW WhiV hRSe fRU a Uadical bUeak,
fRU Whe begiQQiQg Rf a QeZ life, had becRPe cRPbiQed ZiWh Whe
P\Wh Rf Whe ReViVWaQce, WakiQg RQ aQ eVchaWRlRgical diPeQViRQ Rf
Zhich Whe CRPPXQiVW PaUW\ (Zhich alVR dUeZ VWUeQgWh fURP Whe
SRYieW aXUa), ZaV Whe SUiQciSal beQeɹciaU\. WiWh iWV Walk Rf a ¶FUeQch
ReQaiVVaQce· aQd a QeZ cXlW Rf PaUW\UV (DaQielle CaVaQRYa, GabUiel
PpUi, JacTXeV DecRXU) RUcheVWUaWed b\ AUagRQ iWV high SUieVW, WhiV
¶SaUWi deV 75,000 fXVillpV· PRPeQWaUil\ ePbRdied bRWh UeYRlXWiRQaU\
SURPiVe aQd cRQWiQXiW\ ZiWh a QaWiRQal WUadiWiRQ VWUeWchiQg back
fURP Whe PRSXlaU FURQW WR 1798. BeWZeeQ 1945 aQd 1947 Whe PCF·V
dRPiQaQce ZaV bRWh SRliWical aQd ideRlRgical. PRlliQg PRUe WhaQ 28
SeU ceQW Rf Whe YRWeV iQ Whe NRYePbeU 1946 geQeUal elecWiRQ, iW
aSSeaUed WR haYe cRQɹUPed iWV Slace aV Whe ¶ɹUVW SaUW\ Rf FUaQce·,
ZiWhRXW Zhich QR gRYeUQPeQW cRaliWiRQ VeePed SRVVible. IWV
ideRlRgical hegePRQ\, VWUeQgWheQed b\ Whe PePbeUVhiS RU acWiYe
V\PSaWh\ Rf QXPeURXV ZUiWeUV, aUWiVWV aQd WhiQkeUV ² PicaVVR, JRliRW-
CXUie, RRgeU VaillaQd, PieUUe HeUYp ² SXW MaU[iVP aW Whe ceQWUe Rf
iQWellecWXal debaWe. PUeVeQWiQg iWVelf aV a ¶PRdeUQ UaWiRQaliVP· WR
challeQge Whe ¶iUUaWiRQaliVP· aQd ¶RbVcXUaQWiVP· bURXghW iQWR
diVUeSXWe b\ cRllabRUaWiRQ, iWV RQl\ UiYal ZaV e[iVWeQWialiVP, Zhich
Pade iWV aSSeaUaQce iQ Whe iQWellecWXal aUeQa iQ 1945. BXW
e[iVWeQWialiVP alVR lRcaWed iWVelf ZiWh UefeUeQce WR MaU[iVP, aV Ze
caQ Vee fURP Whe cRQWURYeUV\ Zhich Uaged fRU VR lRQg iQ Whe SageV Rf
Les Temps Modernes aQd L·EspriW, aQd Zhich begaQ iQ WhaW VaPe \eaU
ZiWh JeaQ BeaXfUeW·V aUWicleV iQ ConɻXences aQd abRYe all ZiWh Whe
aUgXPeQW beWZeeQ SaUWUe aQd LefebYUe iQ AcWion.3



IQ a Za\ bRWh ZeUe afWeU Whe VaPe TXaUU\: LefebYUe·V SUe-ZaU
WhePeV Rf ¶Whe WRWal PaQ· aQd hiV dialecWic Rf Whe cRQceiYed aQd Whe
liYed ZeUe echRed b\ SaUWUe·V deɹQiWiRQ Rf e[iVWeQce aV Whe
UecRQciliaWiRQ beWZeeQ WhiQkiQg aQd liYiQg. AW WhaW WiPe LefebYUe
ZaV ceUWaiQl\ QRW XQkQRZQ: fURP Whe begiQQiQg Rf Whe 1930V Whe
bRRkV he ZURWe ViQgle-haQdedl\ RU iQ cRllabRUaWiRQ ZiWh NRUbeUW
GXWeUPaQ had eVWabliVhed hiP aV aQ RUigiQal MaU[iVW WhiQkeU. BXW
hiV SUe-ZaU UeadeUVhiS had UePaiQed liPiWed, ViQce ShilRVRSheUV
ZeUe VXVSiciRXV Rf MaU[iVP aQd MaU[iVWV ZeUe VXVSiciRXV Rf
ShilRVRSh\. CRQYeUVel\, afWeU 1945, he ePeUged aV Whe PRVW
iPSRUWaQW e[SeUW RQ aQd YXlgaUi]eU Rf MaU[iVP, aV aQ eQWiUe
geQeUaWiRQ Rf \RXQg iQWellecWXalV UXVhed WR bX\ hiV ¶QXe VaiV-je?· RQ
MaU[iVP aQd Whe QeZ SUiQWiQg Rf hiV liWWle DialecWical MaWerialism Rf
1939; ZheQ he bURXghW RXW L·E[isWenWialisme, Whe PaUW\ VaZ hiP aV
Whe RQl\ CRPPXQiVW ShilRVRSheU caSable Rf VWePPiQg Whe iQɻXeQce
Rf SaUWUe. WiWh hiV e[SeUieQce aV aQ eldeU PePbeU liQkiQg Whe SUe-
ZaU aQd Whe SRVW-ZaU \eaUV aQd hiV iPage aV a SRSXlaUi]eU Rf
MaU[iVP, HeQUi LefebYUe cRXld be VlRWWed cRQYeQieQWl\ iQWR a
VWUaWeg\ b\ Zhich Whe PaUW\ ZRXld e[SlRiW iWV SRliWical legiWiPac\ WR
Whe fXll iQ RUdeU WR iPSRVe Whe ShilRVRShical legiWiPac\ Rf MaU[iVP.
He iQWURdXced MaU[iVP WR Whe SRUbRQQe, ZheUe he gaYe a VeUieV Rf
lecWXUeV, RQ VXch WRSicV aV ¶Whe fXWXUe Rf caSiWaliVP· (MaUch 1947)
aQd ¶Whe cRQWUibXWiRQ Rf MaU[iVP WR Whe WeachiQg Rf ShilRVRSh\·
(NRYePbeU). The laWWeU ZaV UeSRUWed iQ La Penspe, ¶Whe UeYieZ Rf
PRdeUQ UaWiRQaliVP·, iQ glRZiQg WeUPV:

OXU fUieQd HeQUi LefebYUe gaYe a bUilliaQW dePRQVWUaWiRQ Rf hRZ dialecWical PaWeUialiVP
caQ aQd VhRXld UejXYeQaWe aQd bUiQg QeZ life WR Whe Za\ ShilRVRSh\ iV WUadiWiRQall\
WaXghW aW XQiYeUViW\. We ZeUe e[SecWiQg hiV lecWXUe WR be a VXcceVV; Whe e[WeQW Rf WhaW
VXcceVV WRRk XV b\ VXUSUiVe. We had VchedXled hiV lecWXUe fRU Whe APShiWhpkWUe
RichelieX, bXW iQ Whe eYeQW Ze had WR XVe Whe SRUbRQQe·V GUaQd APShiWheaWUe, Zhich ZaV
ɻRRded ZiWh aQ e[SecWaQW cURZd Rf alPRVW 2000 SeRSle, Pade XS PRVWl\ Rf XQiYeUViW\
VWaʃ, VWXdeQWV aQd l\cpens, ZhR fRllRZed HeQUi LefebYUe·V bUilliaQW Walk ZiWh SaVViRQaWe
aWWeQWiRQ aQd fUeTXeQW aSSlaXVe.4



BXW if Ze Wake a clRVeU lRRk, WhiQgV ZeUe leVV ViPSle. The id\llic
UelaWiRQVhiS beWZeeQ HeQUi LefebYUe aQd RUWhRdR[\ iQ 1947 ZaV WR
be liWWle PRUe WhaQ a bUief eQcRXQWeU, aQ illXVRU\ aQd eShePeUal
PaUUiage Rf cRQYeQieQce WhaW ZaV QRW ZiWhRXW iWV VhaUe Rf
RSSRUWXQiVP, aQd Zhich ZaV VRRQ WR be VhaWWeUed b\ Whe ZaWeUVhed
Rf ZhdaQRYiVP. AQd iQ aQ\ eYeQW, aW Whe SUeciVe PRPeQW ZheQ, aV
he hiPVelf adPiWWed, he had beeQ ¶UecRgQi]ed aV Whe beVW
´ShilRVRSheUµ aQd FUeQch ´WheRUeWiciaQµ Rf Whe da\·, LefebYUe·V
PaWeUial ViWXaWiRQ had becRPe ¶aSSalliQg·, aV he SXW iW blXQWl\ iQ
SeSWePbeU 1947 iQ a leWWeU WR hiV fUieQd NRUbeUW GXWeUPaQ, ZhRP
he had jXVW cRQWacWed agaiQ fRU Whe ɹUVW WiPe ViQce Whe ZaU.5 HiV
SRRU healWh Pade Whe fXWXUe lRRk UaWheU bleak, aQd fRU a Zhile he
ZaV eYeQ RXW Rf ZRUk ² a cRPSRXQdiQg diɽcXlW\ aV he alUead\ had
QXPeURXV RʃVSUiQg WR VXSSRUW, VcaWWeUed RYeU VeYeUal diʃeUeQW
hRPeV. He had beeQ ZRUkiQg fRU RadiR-TRXlRXVe, ZheUe TUiVWaQ
T]aUa, iQ chaUge Rf cXlWXUal bURadcaVWV, had fRXQd hiP a jRb iQ
1945, bXW Whe chaQge iQ Whe SRliWical cliPaWe fRUced hiP WR VWeS
dRZQ, aQd alVR WR giYe XS Whe claVVeV aW Whe EcRle de gXeUUe Zhich
GeQeUal GaPbieU, ZhRP he had PeW dXUiQg hiV PiliWaU\ VeUYice, had
PaQaged WR VecXUe fRU hiP. IQ facW ZheQ Whe ZaU eQded he had Whe
gUade Rf RɽceU iQ Whe FRUceV fUaQoaiVeV de l·iQWpUieXU iQ UecRgQiWiRQ
fRU hiV ReViVWaQce ZRUk iQ Whe TRXlRXVe UegiRQ, bXW Whe Vich\
adPiQiVWUaWiRQ had diVPiVVed hiP fURP Whe WeachiQg SURfeVViRQ, aQd
he ZaV ZaU\ Rf aVkiQg WR be UeiQVWaWed fRU feaU Rf beiQg Sacked Rʃ
WR VRPe SURYiQcial backZaWeU. HiV fUeQ]ied UXVh WR SUiQW, VRPe Rf
Zhich ZaV SXUel\ cRPPiVViRQed PaWeUial, caQ be e[SlaiQed iQ SaUW
b\ hiV ɹQaQcial ZRUUieV, WhRXgh he ZaV ɹQall\ UeiQVWaWed aV a
WeacheU aQd aSSRiQWed iQ TRXlRXVe iQ OcWRbeU 1947, aQd WheQ
VecRQded WR Whe CeQWUe NaWiRQal de la RecheUche ScieQWiɹTXe
(CNRS) iQ 1948. Of Whe VeYeQ ZRUkV he bURXghW RXW beWZeeQ 1946
aQd 1948, Vi[ ZeUe ZiWh cRPPeUcial SXbliVheUV RU be\RQd Whe
SXUYieZ Rf CRPPXQiVW SXblicaWiRQV. We VhRXld QeYeUWheleVV QRWe
WhaW alWhRXgh CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life ZaV SXbliVhed b\ GUaVVeW, WhiV
ZaV fRU diVWiQcWl\ SRliWical UeaVRQV. (The ¶GUaVVeW aʃaiU· ZaV WheQ aW
iWV heighW. PURVecXWed fRU VXVSecWed cRllabRUaWiRQ, GUaVVeW had jXVW
beeQ acTXiWWed b\ Whe iQYeVWigaWiYe cRPPiWWee, bXW ZaV VWill XQdeU



aWWack fURP Whe CRPPXQiVW PaUW\. AfWeU aQ XQVXcceVVfXl aWWePSW WR
bUiQg iQ a cRPSXlVRU\ SXUchaVe RUdeU iQ 1945, Whe PaUW\ backed a
fRUPXla fRU cRQWURl Rf GUaVVeW dUeaPW XS b\ ReQp JRXgleW aQd
FUaQciV CUpPieX[, ZhR ZaV iQ chaUge Rf Whe ¶TpPRiQV· cRllecWiRQ, iQ
Zhich LefebYUe·V bRRk aSSeaUed; Whe aiP ZaV WR Wake RYeU Whe hRXVe
RQ a YeU\ bURad baViV, ¶ZiWh YeU\ ´Rld VchRRlµ CRPPXQiVWV VXch aV
PieUUe HeUYp, leadeU ZUiWeU ZiWh L·HXmaniWp, bXW alVR iQdeSeQdeQW
SeUVRQaliWieV like DUXRQ, MaUWiQ-ChaXɽeU, CaVVRX·.)6

ThRXgh hiPVelf a CRPPXQiVW ¶Rf Whe Rld VchRRl·, HeQUi LefebYUe
had QRW beeQ iQWegUaWed iQWR Whe QeWZRUk Rf iQWellecWXalV ¶iQ Whe
VeUYice Rf· Whe PaUW\ ZhR, ZiWh AUagRQ aQd VeYeUal RWheUV aV WheiU
fRcal SRiQW, ZeUe QRZ dRPiQaWiQg Whe VWage. IQdeed, accRUdiQg WR hiV
leWWeUV WR NRUbeUW GXWeUPaQ, had WhiV beeQ SURSRVed WR hiP, he
ZRXld haYe UefXVed. NRW WhaW QRZ aQd agaiQ he did QRW RʃeU
eYideQce Rf hiV allegiaQceV, aV fRU e[aPSle ZheQ he WRRk adYaQWage
Rf Whe caPSaigQ WhaW had beeQ PRXQWed agaiQVW ¶Whe WUaiWRU· Ni]aQ,
hiV Rld aVVRciaWe Rf Whe 1920V, WR VeWWle VRPe Rld VcRUeV posW morWem
iQ L·E[isWenWialisme.7 IW iV alVR WUXe WhaW he jRiQed Whe ediWRUial
cRPPiWWee Rf NoXYelle CriWiqXe, Whe ¶UeYieZ Rf PiliWaQW MaU[iVP· WhaW
ZaV fRXQded iQ 1948, bXW, iQ Whe ZRUdV Rf PieUUe HeUYp, hiV SUeVeQce
aW Whe jRXUQal ZaV jXVW ¶iciQg RQ Whe cake·, aQ iQWellecWXal geVWXUe
UaWheU WhaQ a geQXiQe cUeaWiYe fRUce. HiV cRQWUibXWiRQV ZeUe feZ, hiV
PaiQ aUWicleV beiQg UeVSRQVeV WR accXVaWiRQV Rf ¶NeR-HegeliaQiVP·: iQ
MaUch 1949 he ZURWe aQ ¶AXWRcUiWiTXe· iQ Zhich he deQied haYiQg
XVed hiV VR-ZaUPl\ UeceiYed lecWXUe Rf 1947 WR SUeVeQW MaU[iVP
ViPSl\ aV a ¶cRQWUibXWiRQ· WR ShilRVRSh\.8 BehiQd all Whe
ciUcXPlRcXWiRQV, hRZeYeU, HeQUi LefebYUe held ɹUP RQ WhUee
eVVeQWial iVVXeV: Whe UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ MaU[iVP aQd ShilRVRSh\,
WhRVe beWZeeQ MaU[iVP aQd VRciRlRg\, aQd Whe ceQWUal URle Rf Whe
WheRU\ Rf alieQaWiRQ. PUedicWabl\, WheUefRUe, he YeU\ TXickl\ begaQ WR
fall RXW Rf faYRXU. BeWZeeQ 1948 aQd 1957 he did QRW SXbliVh a
ViQgle ZRUk Rf MaU[iVW WheRU\, XQleVV RQe WakeV Whe YieZ WhaW hiV
¶liWeUaU\· VWXdieV RQ DideURW, PaVcal, MXVVeW aQd RabelaiV ZeUe iQ
facW iQdiUecW UeɻecWiRQV RQ Whe dialecWic Rf QaWXUe, alieQaWiRQ aQd Whe
iQdiYidXal. IQ aQ\ caVe, fURP 1948 RQZaUdV, Whe PaUW\ SXW a VWRS WR
PRVW Rf hiV SURjecWV.9 LogiqXe formelle, logiqXe dialecWiqXe, Zhich



KaQaSa acclaiPed iQ 1947 aV a fXQdaPeQWal ZRUk, ZaV WR haYe beeQ
Whe ɹUVW YRlXPe iQ a YaVW geQeUal WUeaWiVe RQ MaU[iVW ShilRVRSh\, iQ
a cRQVciRXVl\ acadePic fRUPaW, WR be called A la lXmiqre dX
maWprialisme dialecWiqXe. The VecRQd YRlXPe, MpWhodologie des
sciences, ZaV QRW RQl\ dUafWed, bXW iQ MaUch 1948 iW ZaV acWXall\
SUiQWed, RQl\ WR be blRcked b\ RUdeU Rf Whe PaUW\ diUecWRUaWe, Zhich
ZaV WheQ iQYRlYed iQ defeQdiQg L\VeQkRiVP aQd ¶SURleWaUiaQ
VcieQce·. SiPilaUl\, LefebYUe ZRXld QRW SXbliVh hiV ConWribXWion j
l·esWhpWiqXe, dUafWed iQ 1949 fURP aUWicleV he had ZUiWWeQ iQ 1948,
XQWil 1953, aQd WheQ iW ZaV RQl\ WhaQkV WR Whe VXbWeUfXge Rf a falVe
TXRWaWiRQ fURP MaU[ Zhich ZaV iQWeQded WR UeaVVXUe Whe PaUW\
ceQVRUV.10 AV fRU CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life, iW ZaV WR be fRllRZed b\
La Conscience priYpe, bXW WhiV QeYeU VaZ Whe lighW Rf da\. ThiV ɹQal
failXUe leadV XV back, hRZeYeU, WR a PXch eaUlieU PRPeQW iQ
LefebYUe·V life; a PRPeQW Zhich iQ WXUQ Zill lead XV b\ a VeUieV Rf
UegUeVViRQV WR Whe eaUlieVW PRPeQWV Rf LefebYUe·V life aV a
ShilRVRSheU.

M\sWiɹcaWion: noWes for a criWiqXe of eYer\da\ life

AV Ze haYe aWWePSWed WR dePRQVWUaWe elVeZheUe, HeQUi LefebYUe·V
RUigiQaliW\, QRW WR Va\ PaUgiQaliW\, lieV iQ aQ XQVhakeable
deWeUPiQaWiRQ QRW RQl\ WR UecRQcile MaU[iVP aQd ShilRVRSh\ aQd WR
eQdRZ MaU[iVP ZiWh ShilRVRShical VWaWXV, bXW alVR WR eVWabliVh
MaU[iVP aV cUiWical WheRU\, i.e. aV bRWh ShilRVRSh\ aQd VXSeUceVViRQ
Rf ShilRVRSh\.11 We VhRXld QRW be fRRled b\ Whe e[SedieQW eXlRgieV
Rf a KaQaSa: CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life iV aQ eVVeQWial dRcXPeQW RQ Whe
cRQVWUXcWiRQ Rf a criWical MaU[iVP Rf WhiV kiQd, aQd cRPSleWel\ RXW Rf
liQe ZiWh Rɽcial aUgXPeQWV. If Ze aUe WR belieYe Whe QRWe iQ Zhich
HeQUi LefebYUe liQkV Whe bRRk e[SliciWl\ ZiWh Whe RQeV Zhich
SUeceded iW, iW ZRXld VeeP WR belRQg WR a YaVW PaVWeU SlaQ, RQe
ZhRVe SXUSRVe ZaV WR ¶UediVcRYeU aXWheQWic MaU[iVP·, deɹQed aV
¶Whe cUiWical kQRZledge Rf eYeU\da\ life·. He QRWeV WhaW Whe MorceaX[
choisis Rf MaU[ had dUaZQ aWWeQWiRQ WR ecRQRPic feWiVhiVP, WhaW La
Conscience m\sWiɹpe had SUeVeQWed ¶Whe eQWiUe VcRSe· Rf PRdeUQ



PaQ·V alieQaWiRQ, aQd WhaW DialecWical MaWerialism had deYelRSed Whe
QRWiRQ Rf ¶Whe WRWal PaQ·, libeUaWed fURP alieQaWiRQ aQd ecRQRPic
feWiVhiVP.12 FaU fURP beiQg aQ a SRVWeUiRUi UecRQVWUXcWiRQ, WhiV QRWe
allRZV XV WR UediVcRYeU Whe geQeViV Rf CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life, aQd
eYeQ WR daWe iWV biUWh. AlWhRXgh iW aSSeaUed afWeU Whe ZaU, iW VeePV
WR be Whe UeVXlW Rf a WUaiQ Rf WhRXghW ² SeUhaSV WR call iW a leQgWh\
aQd deWeUPiQed PediWaWiRQ ZRXld be PRUe accXUaWe ² Zhich begaQ
aW Whe VWaUW Rf Whe 1930V ZiWh Whe diVcRYeU\ iQ Hegel aQd MaU[·V
eaUl\ ZUiWiQgV Rf Whe cRQceSW Rf alienaWion, aQd Zhich ZaV PaSSed
RXW b\ Whe SXblicaWiRQ Rf VeYeUal ZRUkV ZUiWWeQ iQ cRllabRUaWiRQ ZiWh
NRUbeUW GXWeUPaQ.

The SlaQ WR ZUiWe a CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life begaQ aW leaVW aV eaUl\
aV La Conscience m\sWiɹpe. The WiWle aSSeaUV aPRQg Whe ¶CiQT eVVaiV
de ShilRVRShie PaWpUialiVWe· Zhich aUe PeQWiRQed WheUe aV beiQg ¶iQ
SURgUeVV· ² feZ Rf Zhich ZeUe eYeU WR aSSeaU.13 BXW WR daWe Whe biUWh
Rf Whe concepW Rf a cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life, Ze PXVW gR back eYeQ
faUWheU. PXbliVhed iQ 1936, bXW dUafWed iQ 1933/4, La Conscience
m\sWiɹpe UeZRUkV, VRPeWiPeV YeUbaWiP, WhePeV WhaW had aSSeaUed aV
eaUl\ aV 1933 iQ Whe VPall UeYieZ AYanW-PosWe. The bUief hiVWRU\ Rf
WhiV UeYieZ, Zhich laVWed fRU RQl\ WhUee QXPbeUV, iV TXiWe
UePaUkable iQ iWV RZQ UighW.14 PaVWed WRgeWheU iQ aQ aWWic URRP,
VXSSRUWed b\ MalUaX[, ZhR aW WhaW WiPe ZaV SUeVidiQg RYeU Whe
NoXYelle ReYXe Franoaise, iW caPe RXW iQdeSeQdeQWl\ Rf CRPPXQiVW
PaUW\ cRQWURl, ediWed b\ a CRPPXQiVW, HeQUi LefebYUe, ZiWh WZR
e[clXded PePbeUV, PieUUe MRUhaQge aQd NRUbeUW GXWeUPaQ, aV hiV
aVViVWaQWV. A ¶UeYieZ Rf liWeUaWXUe aQd cUiWiciVP·, iW WRRk aV iWV PaiQ
aiP Whe aQal\ViV Rf FaVciVP aV aQ ideRlRgical cRUSXV ² a TXiWe daUiQg
SURjecW iQ YieZ Rf Whe SRViWiRQV WakeQ Rɽciall\ b\ Whe PaUW\ aW WhaW
WiPe. FaVciVP ZaV deɹQed leVV aV a PeWaPRUShRViV Rf caSiWaliVP
WhaQ aV a m\sWiɹcaWion Rf Whe UeYRlXWiRQ. UViQg WhiV ShilRVRShical
UeadiQg Rf SRliWicV aV a VWaUWiQg SRiQW, aQd ZRUkiQg clRVel\ WRgeWheU,
NRUbeUW GXWeUPaQ aQd HeQUi LefebYUe QRZ SURceeded WR deYelRS
Whe cRQceSW Rf alieQaWiRQ, QRWabl\ iQ WZR SURfRXQdl\ iQQRYaWiYe
We[WV Zhich ZeUe Whe PaWUiceV Rf WheiU laWeU cRQWUibXWiRQV: ¶IQdiYidX
eW claVVe· aQd, PRUe SaUWicXlaUl\, ¶La P\VWiɹcaWiRQ: QRWeV SRXU XQe
cUiWiTXe de la Yie TXRWidieQQe·.15 EYeQ PRUe WhaQ La Conscience



m\sWiɹpe, iW iV WheVe We[WV fURP AYanW-PosWe WR Zhich Ze VhRXld UeWXUQ
if Ze ZaQW WR XQdeUVWaQd Whe cRQfXVed SURceVVeV b\ Zhich Whe
cRQceSW Rf a cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life caPe iQWR beiQg, aQd Whe
e[WeQW WR Zhich iW iV iQWiPaWel\ liQked iQ HeQUi LefebYUe·V WhRXghW
ZiWh Whe cRQceSWV Rf alieQaWiRQ aQd P\VWiɹcaWiRQ.

WheQ FaVciVP callV iWVelf UeYRlXWiRQ, ¶iWV XQUealiW\ diVgXiVeV iWVelf
aV Whe VXSUePe UealiW\, aQd WUieV WR Pake WUXe UealiW\ deɹQiWiYel\
XQUeal·. SWaUWiQg fURP WhiV e[WUePe caVe Rf SRliWical P\VWiɹcaWiRQ,
LefebYUe aQd GXWeUPaQ Va\ WhaW Whe\ iQWeQd WR cRQWUibXWe WR a
¶WheRU\ Rf PaWeUialiVW kQRZledge b\ aQal\ViQg, XQdeU Whe geQeUal
headiQg Rf ´M\VWiɹcaWiRQµ, ceUWaiQ fRUPV Rf bRXUgeRiV WhiQkiQg ²
aQd eYeQ WR ideQWif\ a kiQd Rf geQeUal laZ Rf WhiV WhiQkiQg·. The ɹUVW
aUWicle aWWackV iQdiYidXaliVP aV a P\VWiɹcaWiRQ, aQd cRQclXdeV ZiWh
Whe idea WhaW Whe iQdiYidXal cRQVciRXVQeVV caQQRW be e[SlaiQed b\
iWVelf, WhaW WheUe iV QR cRQVciRXVQeVV iQ iWVelf. IQ bRXUgeRiV VRcieW\,
Whe iQdiYidXal WhiQkV he ¶kQRZV ZhR he iV·, aQd SeUceiYeV hiV Velf aV
¶hiV gRRdV aQd hiV SURSeUW\·; ZheQ WhiV illXViRQ iV VhaWWeUed, Whe
iQdiYidXal ViQkV iQWR Whe aQgXiVh Rf ¶XQhaSS\ cRQVciRXVQeVV· aV he
diVcRYeUV Whe chaVP Zhich VeSaUaWeV hiP fURP hiV Velf. JXVW aV Whe
VXbjecW (Whe iQdiYidXal) iV separaWed fURP iWV Velf, Whe RbjecW, b\
becRPiQg a cRPPRdiW\, becRPeV deWached, VR WR VSeak, fURP iWVelf,
aQd Whe UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ PeQ aUe PaVked b\ UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ
RbjecWV. The VecRQd We[W, iQVSiUed b\ Whe MaU[iVW WheRU\ Rf feWiVhiVP,
leadV WR Whe idea Rf ¶Whe SURgUeVViYe diVWaQciQg Rf Whe RbjecW·:
alieQaWiRQ iV QRW RQl\ ecRQRPic, iW iV Whe iQabiliW\ iQ all aUeaV Rf life
WR gUaVS aQd WR WhiQk Whe oWher. IW UeQdeUV bRXUgeRiV WhiQkiQg
¶iQcaSable Rf gUaVSiQg Whe ZRUld aV a WRWaliW\, aQd diVWaQceV iW fURP
Whe Ueal·. The YalXes iW dUeaPV XS fRU iWVelf Pake WhiV diVWaQciQg
ZRUVe: ¶IW iV ZheQ a UealiW\ haV beeQ deYRXUed b\ bRXUgeRiV life WhaW
iW becRPeV a ´YalXeµ.· BRXUgeRiV life iV WhXV alieQaWed becaXVe iW iV
QRW RQl\ fragmenWed, bXW arWiɹcial, aQd iW iV WhiV aUWiɹcialiW\ Zhich
PakeV P\VWiɹcaWiRQ SRVVible. IQ La Conscience m\sWiɹpe LefebYUe aQd
GXWeUPaQ UeZRUk aQd bURadeQ WhiV SURblePaWic Rf P\VWiɹcaWiRQ,
deɹQiQg Whe cRQdiWiRQV fRU a MaU[iVW cUiWiTXe Rf bRXUgeRiV ideRlRg\.
¶HRZ aUe Ze WR SURceed iQ RUdeU WR eʃecW a QeceVVaU\ UehabiliWaWiRQ
Rf Whe P\VWiɹed cRQVciRXVQeVV?· Whe\ aVk. The aQVZeU iV, ¶b\ VWaUWiQg



ZiWh Whe SRUWUaiW Rf Whe PRVW SURVaic Rf PeQ iQ hiV eYeU\da\ life·.16

The cRQVWUXcWiRQ Rf Whe cRQceSW Rf P\VWiɹcaWiRQ aV a geQeUali]ed
SURceVV Rf diVgXiVe aQd iQYeUViRQ Rf UealiW\ deUiYeV, WheQ, fURP a
glRbal UeadiQg Rf alieQaWiRQ aV PaQ·V falViɹed UelaWiRQVhiS WR Whe
ZRUld. The VRXUceV heUe aUe Zell kQRZQ: abRYe all Hegel aQd hiV
¶XQhaSS\ cRQVciRXVQeVV·, bXW alVR MaU[·V eaUl\ ZUiWiQgV, iQ
SaUWicXlaU hiV ¶CUiWiTXe Rf Whe HegeliaQ DialecWic·,17 Zhich ZaV ɹUVW
SXbliVhed iQ FUaQce b\ AYanW-PosWe. HRZ WhiV led WR Whe acWXal
fRUPXlaWiRQ Rf Whe cRQceSW Rf a cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life, Zhich ZaV
RQl\ SUeVeQW b\ iPSlicaWiRQ, iV a PRUe cRPSle[ TXeVWiRQ.

IQ FebUXaU\ 1936, a feZ da\V afWeU WheiU bRRk had aSSeaUed,
LefebYUe ZURWe WR GXWeUPaQ: ¶IV iW WUXe ZhaW a chaS ZhR haV lRRked
WhURXgh La Conscience m\sWiɹpe WellV Pe: WhaW Whe bRRk jXVW UeSeaWV
ZhaW haV alUead\ beeQ Vaid iQ GeUPaQ\ b\ LXkicV?·18 IQdeed, hRZ
caQ Ze aYRid WhiQkiQg Rf LXkicV heUe? IW ZaV, afWeU all, Whe \RXQg
SUe-MaU[iVW LXkicV ZhR ɹUVW fRUPXlaWed Whe cRQceSW Rf AllWlglichkeiW
iQ 1911, iQ a fUeTXeQWl\-TXRWed SaVVage Rf MeWaph\sik der Trag|die
Zhich eYeU\ LXkicViaQ, fURP LXcieQ GRldPaQQ WR Whe PePbeUV Rf
Whe ¶BXdaSeVW SchRRl·, led b\ AgQeV HelleU, ZRXld VWill be iQYRkiQg
PaQ\ \eaUV laWeU.19 AllWlglichkeiW deVigQaWeV Whe ¶WUiYial life· Rf Whe
hXPaQ beiQg, iQdiVWiQgXiVhable fURP Whe ZRUld Rf RbjecWV ² Whe
dUeaU\, PechaQical aQd UeSeWiWiYe XQfRldiQg Rf Whe eYeU\da\, Zhich
LXkicV cRQWUaVWV ZiWh aQ ¶aXWheQWic life· WhaQkV WR Zhich WhiV beiQg
accedeV WR hiPVelf WhURXgh Whe ZRUk Rf aUW, RU eYeQ beWWeU, WXUQV
hiPVelf iQWR a ZRUk Rf aUW. IQ 1923, aV Ze kQRZ, HisWor\ and Class
ConscioXsness20 Pade a Uadical bUeak ZiWh WhiV RQWRlRg\ Rf
cRQVciRXVQeVV b\ UelRcaWiQg cRQVciRXVQeVV iQ hiVWRUiciW\ RQ Whe baViV
Rf Whe MaU[iVW WheRU\ Rf alieQaWiRQ. The UeYeUVal WhXV eʃecWed b\
LXkicV cRQViVWed iQ Whe WUaQVfeU Rf Whe aQWagRQiVP beWZeeQ
aXWheQWic aQd iQaXWheQWic life WR Whe hiVWRU\ Rf claVV VRcieW\:
alieQaWiRQ iV QRW ViPSl\ iQaXWheQWic life, bXW UaWheU WhaW ¶UeiɹcaWiRQ
Rf cRQVciRXVQeVV· SURdXced b\ Whe feWiVhiVP Rf cRPPRdiWieV, Zhich
RQl\ SURleWaUiaQ claVV cRQVciRXVQeVV Zill be able WR RYeUcRPe. HeUe
iV a VecRQd VigQ Rf Whe cXUiRXV aɽQiW\ beWZeeQ LefebYUe aQd LXkicV.
Like HisWor\ and Class ConscioXsness, La Conscience m\sWiɹpe RʃeUed a
MaU[iVW WheRU\ Rf cRQVciRXVQeVV bUeakiQg ZiWh Whe WheRU\ Rf



WUaQVSaUeQc\ Rf beiQg Zhich had iQfRUPed Whe ShilRVRShical
WUadiWiRQ. BXilW aURXQd Whe WheRU\ Rf alieQaWiRQ, WheiU MaU[iVP iV
dUaZQ fURP Whe VaPe HegeliaQ VRXUce, alWhRXgh Whe cRQceSW Rf
¶UeiɹcaWiRQ Rf cRQVciRXVQeVV·, ceQWUal WR LXkicV, iV PiVViQg iQ
LefebYUe, Zhile Whe LXkicV Rf 1923 ZaV XQaZaUe Rf MaU[·V eaUl\
ZUiWiQgV. MRUeRYeU Ze PXVW VWUeVV WhaW ZheQ LefebYUe iQViVWed WhaW
all cRQVciRXVQeVV iV P\VWiɹed, eYeQ SURleWaUiaQ claVV cRQVciRXVQeVV,
he VeePV WR be UefXWiQg aVSecWV Rf Whe hRliVW dUeaP WhaW aUe VWill
SUeVeQW iQ LXkicV. IQ WhiV VeQVe, hiV criWiqXe Rf eYeU\da\ life iV PRUe
Rf a SUeɹgXUePeQW Rf AdRUQR·V NegaWiYe DialecWics,21 Zhich, b\
bXildiQg iWV cUiWical WheRU\ RQ Whe Za\ Whe QegaWiYe iV aW ZRUk iQ
SUeVeQW UealiW\, ackQRZledgeV WhaW WhiV QegaWiYiW\ ePbRdieV aQRWheU
¶cRlRXU· ² a diʃeUeQce iQ ZhaW iV SRVVible Zhich Zill allRZ XV WR
VWaQd back fURP Whe gUe\QeVV Rf Whe ¶alUead\ WheUe· iQ RUdeU,
SUeciVel\, WR cUiWici]e iW.

If aQ\RQe iV WePSWed WR iQfeU fURP WhiV ViPilaUiW\ WhaW LXkicV Pa\
haYe iQɻXeQced LefebYUe, WheQ Whe leWWeU WR GXWeUPaQ iV PaWeUial
SURRf WR Whe cRQWUaU\, all Whe PRUe VR becaXVe LefebYUe, ZhR iQ aQ\
caVe did QRW PeeW LXkicV XQWil afWeU Whe ZaU, haV alZa\V iQViVWed
WhaW he had QR kQRZledge Rf HisWor\ and Class ConscioXsness XQWil
afWeU La Conscience m\sWiɹpe ZaV cRPSleWed. OQ Whe RWheU haQd,
UeWXUQiQg WR WheVe ViPilaUiWieV iQ YRlXPe WhUee Rf CriWiqXe of EYer\da\
Life, he adPiWV hiV debW WR HeideggeU, ZhRP he PeQWiRQV VeYeUal
WiPeV aQd WakeV WR WaVk iQ La Conscience m\sWiɹpe.22 IQ Being and
Time,23 HeideggeU alVR callV XSRQ Whe cRQceSW Rf AllWlglichkeiW, XViQg
iW WR chaUacWeUi]e Whe iQaXWheQWic e[iVWeQce Rf Dasein. IQ VR PXch aV
iW iV BeiQg-ZiWh-RQe-aQRWheU, Dasein VWRSV beiQg iWVelf aQd Whe
aVceQdaQc\ Rf RWheUV UidV iW Rf iWV BeiQg, all Whe PRUe VR becaXVe Whe
RWheU iV The\, Whe iQdeWeUPiQaWe, QeXWeU Man:24 iQ HeideggeU,
AllWlglichkeiW RSeQV Whe Za\ WR a lRVV Rf diUecWiRQ, WR deUelicWiRQ aQd
diVTXieW. WaV iW WheQ RQ Whe baViV Rf hiV acTXaiQWaQceVhiS ZiWh
HeideggeU ² ZhR kQeZ LXkicV·V eaUl\ ZUiWiQgV, aQd ZhRVe Being and
Time RZeV VR PXch, aV LXcieQ GRldPaQQ ZaV Whe ɹUVW WR VhRZ, WR
HisWor\ and Class ConscioXsness aQd Whe cRQceSW Rf UeiɹcaWiRQ ² WhaW
LefebYUe deYelRSed a SURblePaWic Rf Whe cRQceSW Rf eYeU\da\ life
WhaW ZaV XQZiWWiQgl\ eYeU\ clRVe WR LXkicV·25 If VR, Ze PXVW SaXVe WR



e[aPiQe Whe cRQdiWiRQV XQdeU Zhich, YeU\ eaUl\ RQ, LefebYUe
becaPe acTXaiQWed ZiWh Being and Time Yia JeaQ Wahl, aQd
SURbabl\ eYeQ aV eaUl\ aV 1928 Yia Ni]aQ, ZhR iQ 1931 SXbliVhed aQ
e[WUacW fURP InWrodXcWion Wo MeWaph\sics,26 Whe ɹUVW HeideggeU We[W WR
be WUaQVlaWed iQWR FUeQch, iQ BifXr. IW iV leVV a PaWWeU Rf aWWUibXWiQg
VRPe kiQd Rf SUecedeQce WR HeQUi LefebYUe iQ Whe deYelRSPeQW Rf
Whe cRQceSW Rf a cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life, WhaQ Rf gUaVSiQg Whe
cRQdiWiRQV Zhich bURXghW WhiV cRQceSW fRUWh fURP Whe heaUW Rf
¶WeVWeUQ MaU[iVP· iQ Whe RYeUall cRQWe[W Rf Whe ShilRVRShical
iQYeVWigaWiRQV Rf Whe 1930V.27

The fXll VigQiɹcaQce Rf Whe UelaWiRQVhiS beWZeeQ LXkicV aQd
LefebYUe ePeUgeV TXiWe cleaUl\ if Ze WhiQk QRW iQ WeUPV Rf iQɻXeQce
bXW UaWheU iQ WeUPV Rf WZR SaUallel bXW chURQRlRgicall\ VeSaUaWed
iQWellecWXal jRXUQe\V, bRWh leadiQg fURP RQWRlRg\ WR MaU[iVP. IQ La
Somme eW le resWe LefebYUe UecallV WhaW hiV diVcRYeU\ Rf Whe WheRU\ Rf
alieQaWiRQ ZaV like a ¶ɻaVh Rf iQVSiUaWiRQ·: WR aUUiYe aW hiV RZQ
cRQceSWV Rf P\VWiɹcaWiRQ, Rf Whe WRWal PaQ aQd Rf Whe cUiWiTXe Rf
eYeU\da\ life, he had WR ZRUk a UeYeUVal Rf Whe VaPe kiQd aV LXkicV
Zhile he SaVVed fURP Whe cRQceSW Rf iQaXWheQWic life WR Whe cRQceSW
Rf Whe UeiɹcaWiRQ Rf cRQVciRXVQeVV.28 FRU LefebYUe, Whe ¶SaWh WRZaUdV
MaU[· ZRXld lead ¶fURP Whe cXlW Rf ´VSiUiWµ WR dialecWical
PaWeUialiVP·, aV he e[SlaiQed aV eaUl\ aV DecePbeU 1932 iQ a UeSl\
WR DeQiV de RRXgePRQW·V VXUYe\ Rf \RXQg iQWellecWXalV iQ Whe
NoXYelle ReYXe Franoaise. He ZUiWeV WhaW WheUe had beeQ a feZ \RXQg
SeRSle, hiPVelf iQclXded, ZhR belieYed Whe\ cRXld UefXVe ¶a life iQ
Zhich Whe VRle acW iV: bX\iQg aQd VelliQg, VelliQg RQeVelf· b\
fRllRZiQg ¶a call WR Whe life Rf Whe VSiUiW, Rf SReWU\, Rf eWeUQiW\·. BXW
ZiWh Whe RQVeW Rf Whe ecRQRPic cUiViV, ZiWh all iWV aWWeQdaQW SeUilV,
¶Whe SURbleP ZaV UedXced WR iWV PRVW baVic elePeQWV·: ¶fRU PaQ\
SeRSle iW·V a TXeVWiRQ Rf VWa\iQg aliYe, SXUel\ aQd ViPSl\ Rf VWa\iQg
aliYe·. ThXV RQe PXVW ¶aWWack Whe baVe, cRPe WR gUiSV ZiWh Whe
cRQdiWiRQV Rf Whe diabRlical XQiYeUVe Rf capiWalism·, aQd RQl\ SRliWical
UeYRlXWiRQ ZRXld be caSable Rf chaQgiQg life.29 TR jXVWif\ jRiQiQg
Whe CRPPXQiVW PaUW\, LefebYUe challeQged Whe YeU\ idea WhaW
RRXgePRQW had SURSRVed ² WhaW ¶VSiUiWXal UeYRlXWiRQ· cRXld be ¶Whe
cRPPRQ caXVe Rf \RXQg iQWellecWXalV· ² b\ deVcUibiQg hiV RZQ



e[SeUieQceV iQ Whe 1920V. HiV call WR UeYRlXWiRQ ZaV bRWh Whe
cXlPiQaWiRQ aQd Whe VXSeUVeVViRQ Rf WhaW URPaQWic UejecWiRQ Rf Whe
ZRUld Zhich he had eVSRXVed, iQ cRPPRQ ZiWh Whe aYaQW-gaUdeV, aV
a PePbeU Rf Whe Philosophies gURXS.

Life is XniqXe

¶MaQ PXVW be eYeU\da\, RU he Zill QRW be aW all·: iQ Whe ɹUVW SageV Rf
CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life30 LefebYUe XVeV WhiV aShRUiVP WR VhRZ WhaW
fURP iWV VWaUWiQg SRiQW iQ eYeU\da\ life Whe criWiqXe Rf eYeU\da\ life
caQ lead WR Whe reYolXWion Rf eYeU\da\ life. ¶EYeU\da\ PaQ· iV Whe
PaQ Rf SUa[iV, aQd SUa[iV alRQe Zill eQable hiP WR fUee hiPVelf fURP
alieQaWiRQ aQd aWWaiQ Whe cRQcUeWe WRWaliW\ Rf Whe ¶WRWal PaQ·, aW RQe
aQd Whe VaPe WiPe Whe VXbjecW aQd Whe RbjecW Rf hiV becRPiQg, a
WhePe Zhich ZaV WR becRPe ceQWUal WR LefebYUe fURP DialecWical
MaWerialism RQZaUdV (1939). IQ RWheU ZRUdV, Whe RQl\ PeaQV Rf
accediQg WR WRWaliW\ iV Yia UeYRlXWiRQ. ThiV TXeVW fRU WRWaliW\, Zhich
ZaV WR lead LefebYUe fURP ¶ShilRVRShical UeYRlXWiRQ· WR MaU[iVP, iV
QRQe RWheU WhaQ Whe TXeVW fRU a WheRUeWical PeWhRd caSable Rf
UecRQciliQg WhRXghW aQd life, Rf chaQgiQg life cRPSleWel\, Rf
SURdXciQg RQe·V life aV RQe cUeaWeV a Zork. SR, ZheQ LefebYUe
deɹQeV hiV cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life aV Whe ¶UeYRlXWiRQaU\· Za\, aV
RSSRVed bRWh WR Whe ¶SReWic· Za\ ePbRdied b\ Whe SXUUealiVWV aQd WR
Whe HeideggeUiaQ-VW\le ¶PeWaSh\Vical· Za\, he iV PeUel\ deVcUibiQg
Whe YaUiRXV XSV aQd dRZQV ZiWhiQ Whe Philosophies gURXS Zhich led
hiP WR eʃecW hiV RZQ ¶UeYeUVal· Rf RQWRlRg\ aQd MaU[iVP.

The ɹUVW VWage Rf WhiV UeYeUVal ZaV Yia Whe aYaQW-gaUde. WheQ
LefebYUe accXVed Whe SXUUealiVWV Rf QRW haYiQg fRllRZed WheiU Uadical
ideaV WhURXgh WR WheiU lRgical cRQclXViRQ, Rf haYiQg RʃeUed a PeUel\
¶Pagical· cUiWiTXe Rf Whe eYeU\da\, he ZaV diVWaQciQg hiPVelf fURP
hiV RZQ e[SeUieQceV aV aQ aYaQW-gaUdiVW. WheQ iQ 1924, iQ Whe
UeYieZ Philosophies, HeQUi LefebYUe WRRk hiV ɹUVW VWeSV aV a
ShilRVRSheU alRQgVide PieUUe MRUhaQge, NRUbeUW GXWeUPaQ aQd
GeRUgeV PRliW]eU, iW ZaV iQ Whe QaPe Rf ¶ShilRVRShical UeYRlXWiRQ·.
ThiV iV QRW Whe Slace WR giYe a deWailed accRXQW Rf Whe hiVWRU\ Rf Whe



Philosophies gURXS, Rf iWV call fRU a ¶QeZ P\VWiciVP· aQd iWV
VXbVeTXeQW SURgUeVViYe Uadicali]aWiRQ Zhich ZaV WR eQd iQ iWV
ɻeeWiQg UaSSURchePeQW ZiWh Whe SXUUealiVWV, Vealed iQ Whe VXPPeU Rf
1925 b\ Whe jRiQW PaQifeVWR La RpYolXWion d·abord eW WoXjoXrs.31 FRU a
bUief PRPeQW Whe aYaQW-gaUdeV WhRXghW iW ZRXld be SRVVible WR
UecRQcile WheiU ¶UeYRlW Rf Whe VSiUiW· ² a WRWal UeYRlW agaiQVW Whe lRgRV,
Whe ZRUld, e[iVWiQg UealiW\ ² ZiWh Whe SRliWical UeYRlW ePbRdied b\
Whe CRPPXQiVW PaUW\. We all kQRZ BUeWRQ·V faPRXV fRUPXla: ¶MaU[
Vaid ´ChaQge Whe ZRUldµ, RiPbaXd Vaid ´ChaQge lifeµ: fRU XV WheVe
WZR ZaWchZRUdV aUe RQe.· IQ Whe SXUUealiVW e[SeUieQce, iQ Whe UeYRlW
Rf Whe SReWic agaiQVW ¶Whe SURVe Rf Whe ZRUld·, WheUe iV Whe idea WhaW
VXbYeUWiQg Whe eYeU\da\ Zill RSeQ Whe Za\ WR ZhaW, RQ iWV YeU\ ɹUVW
Sage, Whe ManifesWo of SXrrealism called real life. BXW aW Whe VaPe
WiPe, Whe PRdeUQ merYeilleX[, aXWRPaWic ZUiWiQg, Whe call RQ Whe
XQcRQVciRXV aQd RQ RbjecWiYe chaQce, ZeUe beiQg UedXced WR PeUe
liWeUaU\ WechQiTXeV. IW iV iQ WhiV lighW WhaW Ze PXVW Vee Whe YiUXleQW
e[RUdiXP iQ CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life:

The aWWack RQ life led b\ SReWU\ iV jXVW RQe eSiVRde, aQd liWeUaWXUe iV RQl\ Whe acWiYe-
VeUYice XQiW Rf a PXch laUgeU aUP\. Like Whe SReWV, ShilRVRSheUV aUe ZaYeUiQg beWZeeQ
Whe faPiliaU, Whe WUiYial, Whe ¶iQaXWheQWic·, aQd Whe aQgXiVhiQg, Whe P\VWeUiRXV ² beWZeeQ
bRXUgeRiV UealiW\ aQd P\VWical XQUealiW\ ² aQd aUe SXVhiQg hXPaQ UealiW\ WR RQe Vide.32

CRQcRUd beWZeeQ Whe aYaQW-gaUdeV ZaV VhRUW-liYed aQd Whe chRice
beWZeeQ MaU[ aQd RiPbaXd had WR be Pade. BXW, VWXQg b\ Whe
iQiWial SRliWici]aWiRQ Rf 1925, Whe \RXQg philosophes ZeQW iQ Whe
RSSRViWe diUecWiRQ WR WhaW Rf Whe SXUUealiVWV, ZhR Slaced WhePVelYeV
¶iQ Whe VeUYice Rf Whe UeYRlXWiRQ· befRUe bUeakiQg cRPSleWel\ ZiWh
Whe CRPPXQiVW PaUW\. BeWZeeQ 1926 aQd 1927 Philosophies ZaV
UeSlaced b\ Whe UeYieZ L·EspriW, aQd WhiV PaUked a ShaVe Rf SRliWical
ZiWhdUaZal aQd VideWUackiQg iQWR ShilRVRShical VWaQceV WhaW
LefebYUe hiPVelf ZaV WR UefeU WR aV ¶SUe-e[iVWeQWialiVW·. TRWal UeYRlW
ZaV UeSlaced b\ Whe ¶UeWXUQ WR Whe cRQcUeWe·. OQl\ Whe ¶UeWXUQ WR Whe
cRQcUeWe· cRXld UecRQcile WhRXghW aQd life, becaXVe life iWVelf PXVW be
deɹQed aV Whe XQiW\ Rf WhRXghW aQd acWiRQ. ¶Life iV XQiTXe·,
SURclaiPed Whe \RXQg philosophes, XViQg a ZaWchZRUd cRQjXUed XS



b\ PieUUe MRUhaQge. The\ fRXQd faWheU-ɹgXUeV iQ SSiQR]a, SchelliQg
aQd KieUkegaaUd, aQd WheiU gXUX iQ JeaQ Wahl, ZhR SXbliVhed
e[WUacWV fURP hiV MalheXr de la conscience dans la philosophie de Hegel
iQ L·EspriW.33 AV Ze haYe alUead\ PeQWiRQed, ZheQ LefebYUe Uead
Hegel aQd diVcRYeUed Whe WheRU\ Rf alieQaWiRQ aV iQWeUSUeWed b\
HeideggeU (UaWheU WhaQ diVcRYeUiQg HeideggeU aV VXch), iW ZaV
WhaQkV WR JeaQ Wahl. IQ Whe ¶Hegel debaWe· Zhich ɻaUed XS dXUiQg
Whe 1930V iQ FUaQce Whe VWakeV ZeUe cRQVideUable, fRU iW ZaV iQ
RSSRViWiRQ WR Whe VXcceVVfXl KieUkegaaUdiaQ aQd HeideggeUiaQ Hegel
iQWURdXced b\ Whe SheQRPeQRlRgical UeadiQg Rf KRjqYe aQd JeaQ
Wahl WhaW LefebYUe YaiQl\ laXQched hiV lRgical aQd dialecWical Hegel.
We VhRXld QRWe WhaW Whe VaPe UefXVal Rf bRWh a SXUel\
SheQRPeQRlRgical aWWiWXde WRZaUdV cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd Rf
HeideggeUiaQ SeVViPiVP ZaV WR SRZeU LefebYUe·V SRVW-ZaU challeQge
WR e[iVWeQWialiVP. IQ aQ\ eYeQW Whe ¶SUe-e[iVWeQWialiVW· VideWUack ZaV
cXUiRXVl\ deciViYe iQ Whe eQcRXQWeU ZiWh MaU[iVP, Zhich ZaV WR
cXlPiQaWe iQ LefebYUe aQd VeYeUal PePbeUV Rf Whe Philosophies gURXS
jRiQiQg Whe CRPPXQiVW PaUW\ iQ 1928. AlWhRXgh Whe ShaVe Rf
ideRlRgical SWaliQi]aWiRQ ZaV iQ fXll VSaWe, Whe gURXS ZaV VWill
iPSUegQaWed ZiWh Whe SaUadR[ical illXViRQ WhaW aQ aXWRQRPRXV
WheRUeWical deYelRSPeQW ZaV feaVible, aQd WheiU ɹQal e[SeUiPeQW
ZaV La ReYXe mar[isWe, Zhich ZaV laXQched iQ 1929, RQl\ WR be
iPPediaWel\ cUXVhed iQ gURWeVTXe ciUcXPVWaQceV b\ Whe bUXWal
iQWeUYeQWiRQ Rf Whe PaUW\.34

IQ a VeQVe iW PighW be Vaid WhaW LefebYUe·V SlaQ fRU a cUiWiTXe Rf
eYeU\da\ life iV Whe MaU[iaQi]aWiRQ Rf Whe VlRgaQ ¶Life iV XQiTXe·. IW
ZaV RQl\ iQ 1928²29, afWeU a lRQg bXW YaiQ VeaUch iQ Whe philosoph\
of conscioXsness, WhaW LefebYUe felW WhaW WhURXgh Whe WheRU\ Rf
alieQaWiRQ aQd iQ dialecWical meWhod he had diVcRYeUed hRZ WR liQk
Whe caWegRUieV Rf XQiW\, WRWaliW\ aQd UealiW\. ¶We iQWeQd WR UeWXUQ
SUiPac\ iQ cRQVciRXVQeVV WR Whe RbjecW aV VXch. The ɹUVW aUWicle Rf
RXU WhRXghW cRPSleWel\ aQd delibeUaWel\ UeiQWegUaWeV Whe e[WeUQal
ZRUld, Whe cRQcUeWe ZRUld, SUeVeQW, SeUceiYed aV iWVelf, iQWR RXU
cRQVciRXVQeVV.· FURP a We[W RQ Whe ¶QeZ P\VWiciVP·, Zhich iQ 1925
ZaV WakeQ aV Whe gURXS·V ɹUVW ShilRVRShical PaQifeVWR, WR Whe
aɽUPaWiRQ iQ aQ aUWicle ZUiWWeQ iQ 1926 WhaW ¶WR UeSUeVeQW beiQg WR



RQeVelf iV WR ceaVe WR be·, all Whe aUWicleV LefebYUe SXbliVhed iQ
Philosophies aQd L·EspriW ZeUe ² WR XVe Whe WiWle Rf Whe ɹUVW Rf WheP ²
jXVW VR PaQ\ ¶FUagPeQWV Rf a ShilRVRSh\ Rf cRQVciRXVQeVV·.35 IQ
WheVe We[WV, Whe VWaWed aiP Rf Zhich ZaV WR Wackle Whe aSRUiaV Rf
WUadiWiRQal ShilRVRSh\ ² beiQg aQd UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ, VXbjecW aQd
RbjecW ² ZheQ LefebYUe deɹQed cRQVciRXVQeVV aV aQ ¶acW· aQd aV a
¶UelaWiRQ· WR Whe RWheU TXa RWheU, he ZaV iQ eʃecW Va\iQg WhaW
cRQVciRXVQeVV ZaV cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf Whe RWheU. B\ UecRgQi]iQg Whe
RWheU aV a Pi[WXUe Rf SUeVeQce aQd abVeQce, Whe UelaWiRQ beWZeeQ
¶Whe VaPe aQd Whe RWheU· aV ideQWiW\ iQ diʃeUeQce aQd diʃeUeQce iQ
ideQWiW\, cRQVciRXVQeVV becRPeV Whe PeaQV Rf accediQg WR WRWaliW\,
i.e. WR SSiUiW, Zhich ¶UeXQiWeV aQd cRQceQWUaWeV Whe diYeUViW\ VSUead
RXW WhURXgh VSace·.36 LefebYUe·V TXeVW fRU Whe WRWaliW\, Zhich WRRk
hiP aV faU aV SchelliQg, had iQ facW begXQ Zell befRUe he jRiQed Whe
Philosophies gURXS, aQd Whe fUagPeQWV he SXbliVhed ZeUe fURP a
leQgWh\ eaUl\ PaQXVcUiSW, ¶EVTXiVVe d·XQe ShilRVRShie de la
cRQVcieQce·, Zhich cRQVWiWXWeV QRW VR PXch Whe PaWUi[ aV Whe
SUehiVWRU\ Rf hiV cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life. We PXVW gR back WR WhiV
SUehiVWRU\, Zhich eYeQ SUedaWeV Whe iPSacW Zhich Whe BlRQdeliaQ
ShilRVRSh\ Rf acWiRQ ZaV WR Pake RQ hiP, iQ RUdeU WR ZiWQeVV Whe
ePeUgeQce, fURP Whe YeU\ deSWhV Rf hiV iQiWial ChUiVWiaQ e[SeUieQce,
Rf Whe WhePeV Rf XQiW\ aQd WRWaliW\. IQ Whe begiQQiQg ZaV hiV TXeVW
fRU origins: UighW fURP Whe VWaUW he VaZ Whe P\VWeUiRXV aQd Whe hRl\
aV VRPeWhiQg deeSl\ hXPaQ, aQd iW ZaV RQl\ afWeU aUdXRXVl\
VeaUchiQg fRU WhiV RUigiQal XQiW\, fRUeYeU lRVW, iQ UeligiRQ aQd iQ
ShilRVRSh\ WhaW LefebYUe Ueali]ed WhaW iW cRXld be fRXQd iQ MaU[iVW
sXpersession. IQ Whe WhePe Rf ¶ShilRVRShical UeYRlXWiRQ· Rf 1925, iQ
Whe idea he WRRk fURP SchelliQg WhaW Whe ShilRVRSheU liYeV ¶QRW b\
RbVeUYiQg hiV life bXW b\ SURdXciQg iW·, Ze caQ alUead\ Vee Whe
XQdeUSiQQiQgV Rf Whe ¶Ueali]aWiRQ· Rf ShilRVRSh\ aV SURPiVed b\
MaU[iVP. IW ZaV becaXVe he failed iQ hiV TXeVW fRU a lRVW WRWaliW\ WhaW
LefebYUe ZaV able WR WXUQ hiV aWWeQWiRQ WR ¶Whe WRWal PaQ·; bXW WhiV
failXUe alVR e[SlaiQV Zh\ hiV YeU\ deɹQiWiRQ Rf alieQaWiRQ haV
aQWecedeQWV iQ Whe ChUiVWiaQ WhePaWic Rf Whe Fall aQd Rf RUigiQal ViQ
(SURfRXQdl\ WUaQVfRUPed, QeedleVV WR Va\).



¶O ChXUch, O HRl\ ChXUch, ZheQ I ɹQall\ PaQaged WR eVcaSe fURP
\RXU cRQWURl I aVked P\Velf ZheUe \RXU SRZeU caPe fURP.·37 ThiV iV
Whe PRPeQW WR Wake a lRQg lRRk aW ZhaW iV ceUWaiQl\ Whe PRVW
VSellbiQdiQg chaSWeU iQ CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life, Whe eQigPaWic
¶NRWeV WUiWWeQ OQe SXQda\ iQ Whe FUeQch CRXQWU\Vide·, ZheUe
LefebYUe deVcUibeV iQ VXch deWail aQd ZiWh VXch ePRWiRQ Whe liWWle
chXUch QeaU NaYaUUeQ[ (hiV ¶QaWiYe Yillage·), iQ Zhich Whe
fXQdaPeQWal geVWXUeV Rf Whe ChUiVWiaQ P\VWeU\ aUe SeUfRUPed. The
chaSWeU clRVeV, hRZeYeU, ZiWh Whe aVVeUWiRQ WhaW RQl\ MaU[iVW
PeWhRd Zill eQable XV WR XQdeUVWaQd WheVe ¶VecUeWV· ² WheVe RbVcXUe
aVSecWV Rf Whe ¶VRcial P\VWeU\· aQd Rf hiVWRU\. He Va\V WhaW Ze caQ
WUaYel back iQ RXU PiQdV WR Whe RUigiQV Rf RXU ciYili]aWiRQ b\
VWXd\iQg Whe cRPPXQal WUadiWiRQV Zhich haYe SeUViVWed XS WR Whe
SUeVeQW da\ iQ UXUal life. IQ hiV aQal\ViV Rf SeaVaQW feVWiYalV, he
ePShaVi]eV WhaW ¶feVWiYalV cRQWUaVWed YiRleQWl\ ZiWh eYeU\da\ life, bXW
Whe\ Zere noW separaWe from iW.38 IQ WhiV chaSWeU, Zhich iV YeU\ ViPilaU
WR a lRQg SaVVage iQ La Conscience m\sWiɹpe abRXW lack of
diʃerenWiaWion iQ SUiPiWiYe VRcieWieV, he deɹQeV WUadiWiRQal eYeU\da\
life iQ a geQeUal Za\ aV baVed RQ QRQ-VeSaUaWiRQ, RQ Whe abVeQce Rf
diʃeUeQWiaWiRQ iQ Whe cRVPic RUdeU Zhich fRUPeUl\ bRXQd PaQ aQd
QaWXUe WRgeWheU. ThXV alienaWion aSSeaUV aV a hisWorical SURceVV Rf
dRZQ-gUadiQg, Rf lRVV Rf WhiV aQcieQW ¶hXPaQ SleQiWXde·, b\ YiUWXe Rf
a dXal PRYePeQW Rf VeSaUaWiRQ aQd abVWUacWiRQ: RQ Whe RQe haQd, a
VeSaUaWiRQ Rf Whe VRcial aQd Whe hXPaQ, cXlPiQaWiQg iQ Whe diYiViRQ
Rf labRXU aQd VSeciali]aWiRQ Rf VSheUeV Rf hXPaQ acWiYiW\; RQ Whe
RWheU haQd, aQ iQcUeaViQg abVWUacWiRQ Rf hXPaQ acWiRQV VWUiSSed Rf
WheiU liYiQg VXbVWaQce iQ faYRXU Rf VigQV aQd V\PbRlV. AlieQaWiRQ
WhXV leadV WR Whe iPSRYeUiVhPeQW, WR Whe ¶deVSRliaWiRQ· Rf eYeU\da\
life; aQd \eW fRU LefebYUe eYeU\da\ life iV QRW UedXced WR Whe
iQaXWheQWiciW\ Rf AllWlglichkeiW, aV iQ HeideggeU RU LXkicV. IW iV QRW
ViPSl\ a UeVidXXP, RU UaWheU, iWV UeVidXal aVSecW beVSeakV RQe RU
VeYeUal VWUaWa Rf deeSeU PeaQiQgV; iW iV bRWh a SaURd\ Rf lRVW
SleQiWXde aQd Whe laVW UePaiQiQg YeVWige Rf WhaW SleQiWXde. EYeQ if
LefebYUe·V diVWiQcWiRQ beWZeeQ ¶eYeU\da\ life· aQd ¶Whe eYeU\da\·
RQl\ aSSeaUV laWeU, aQd iV QeYeU fXll\ deYelRSed, hiV cUiWiTXe Rf
eYeU\da\ life iV a dXal UeadiQg, aW RQce a UejecWiRQ Rf Whe iQaXWheQWic



aQd Whe alieQaWed, aQd aQ XQeaUWhiQg Rf Whe hXPaQ Zhich VWill lieV
bXUied WheUeiQ. TheVe ¶NRWeV WUiWWeQ OQe SXQda\ iQ Whe FUeQch
CRXQWU\Vide· Pa\ be VeW alRQgVide LefebYUe·V cRPPeQWaU\ RQ a
SaVVage fURP a bRRk b\ MaUc BlRch:

BXW Ze aUe XQable WR Vei]e Whe hXPaQ facWV. We fail WR Vee WheP ZheUe Whe\ aUe, QaPel\
iQ hXPble, faPiliaU, eYeU\da\ RbjecWV: Whe VhaSe Rf ɹeldV, Rf SlRXghV. OXU VeaUch fRU Whe
hXPaQ WakeV XV WRR faU, WRR ¶deeS·, Ze Veek iW iQ Whe clRXdV RU iQ P\VWeUieV, ZheUeaV iW iV
ZaiWiQg fRU XV, beViegiQg XV RQ all VideV.39

ThiV archeological PRde Rf UeadiQg Whe eYeU\da\ iV alVR ZhaW
chaUacWeUi]eV LefebYUe·V VSeciɹcall\ VRciRlRgical aiPV, aQd Whe
cRQVeTXeQceV Rf WhiV Ueach PXch faUWheU WhaQ CriWiqXe of EYer\da\
Life.

EYer\da\ Life in Whe Modern World

If iW ZaV eVVeQWial WR Uecall Whe ShilRVRShical fRXQdaWiRQV, QRW WR Va\
Whe PeWaSh\Vical SUehiVWRU\, Rf CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life, Ze VhRXld
QRW lRVe VighW Rf Whe facW WhaW Whe bRRk ZaV iQWeQded ɹUVW aQd
fRUePRVW aV a cRQWUibXWiRQ WR VRciRlRg\, eYeQ if Whe RUigiQaliW\ Rf
LefebYUe·V VRciRlRg\ lieV SUeciVel\ iQ iWV ShilRVRShical URRWV. TUXe,
LefebYUe haV a QRVWalgia fRU RUigiQal commXniW\, bXW WhiV iV QRW VR
PXch Whe baViV fRU hiV CRPPXQiVP aV Whe iQVSiUaWiRQ fRU hiV eaUl\,
SaUWl\ ePSiUical, UeVeaUch iQWR UXUal VRciRlRg\. We cRXld gR back aV
faU aV hiV \RXWh, ZheQ Zhile ZalkiQg iQ Whe P\UeQeeV he caPe acURVV
VRPe VWUaQge cURVVeV ZiWh diVcV RQ WheP, aQd WhRXghW he had
diVcRYeUed Whe ¶VXQ cUXciɹed·, a SUiPiWiYe VRlaU P\Wh RYeUlaiQ b\
ChUiVWiaQiW\.40 AbRYe all, CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life iV
cRQWePSRUaQeRXV Rf Whe UeVeaUch RQ Whe Yalle\ Rf CaPSaQ aQd agUR-
SaVWRUal cRPPXQiWieV RQ Zhich he ZaV WR baVe hiV dRcWRUal WheViV a
feZ \eaUV laWeU; he had begXQ WhiV dXUiQg Whe ZaU, VRPeZhaW b\
chaQce, ZheQ he ZaV hidiQg RXW iQ Whe P\UeQeeV, aQd VSeQW hiV WiPe
UXPPagiQg WhURXgh abaQdRQed PXQiciSal aUchiYeV. The cRQVciRXV
deciViRQ WR VWXd\ UXUal VRciRlRg\ daWeV, hRZeYeU, fURP 1948, ZheQ



he jRiQed Whe CeQWUe NaWiRQal de la RecheUche ScieQWiɹTXe (CNRS).
EYeQ if, aSaUW fURP hiV dRcWRUaWe iQ 1954 aQd a cRXSle Rf aUWicleV,
LefebYUe haV QRW cRPSleWed Whe aPbiWiRXV SURjecWV he VeW hiPVelf iQ
WhiV VSheUe ² like Whe TraiWp de sociologie rXrale Zhich ZaV
P\VWeUiRXVl\ VWRleQ fURP a caU, RU Whe HisWoire rXrale de la France he
ZaV WR haYe ZUiWWeQ iQ cRllabRUaWiRQ ZiWh AlbeUW SRbRXl ² Whe chRice
Rf VRciRlRg\ XQdRXbWedl\ had a VWUaWegic VigQiɹcaQce.41

LefebYUe·V cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life WRRk XS aUPV RQ WZR fURQWV:
Whe ɹUVW aiP ZaV WR cRQYiQce MaU[iVWV ² aW a PRPeQW ZheQ
ZhdaQRYiVP ZaV iQ fXll VSaWe ² Rf Whe YalXe Rf aQ aQal\ViV Rf
VXSeUVWUXcWXUeV baVed RQ Whe cRQceSW Rf alieQaWiRQ; Whe VecRQd, WR
dePRQVWUaWe WR ShilRVRSheUV WhaW Whe WUiYial VhRXld QRW be e[ePSW
fURP ShilRVRShical VcUXWiQ\. ¶IQ VR faU aV Whe VcieQce Rf PaQ e[iVWV, iW
ɹQdV iWV PaWeUial iQ Whe ´WUiYialµ, Whe eYeU\da\.·42 If Whe chRice Rf Whe
VRciRlRgical ɹeld ZaV VWUaWegic, WhiV ZaV abRYe all becaXVe iW ZaV
Pade aW a PRPeQW ZheQ Whe eQWiUe UaQge Rf Whe VRcial VcieQceV ZaV
ZiWQeVViQg a YeUiWable e[SlRViRQ, ZheWheU iQ Whe dRPaiQV Rf
aQWhURSRlRg\, dePRgUaSh\ aQd VRciRlRg\, RU iQ Whe VhaSe Rf Whe
UeYiYal Rf hiVWRU\ b\ Whe hiVWRU\ Rf ¶PeQWaliWieV·. A feZ ke\ daWeV
VhRXld VXɽce WR SURYe WhiV. The SeUiRd beWZeeQ 1945 aQd 1949 VaZ
Whe SXblicaWiRQ Rf PajRU ZRUkV b\ FUiedPaQQ, DXPp]il aQd BaWaille,
aV Zell aV BUaXdel·V The MediWerranean aQd LpYi-SWUaXVV·V The
ElemenWar\ SWrXcWXres of Kinship.43 DXUiQg Whe VaPe SeUiRd Whe
iQVWiWXWiRQV Zhich ZeUe WR aVVXUe Whe hegePRQ\ Rf WhiV UeYiYal ZeUe
VeW iQ Slace: Whe IQVWiWXW NaWiRQale deV eWXdeV DpPRgUaShiTXeV aQd
iWV UeYieZ PopXlaWion; Whe CeQWUe d·eWXdeV SRciRlRgiTXeV aW Whe
CNRS, ZheUe GXUYiWch SURdXced Whe Cahiers inWernaWionaX[ de
sociologie; aQd SecWiRQ VI Rf Whe EcRle PUaWiTXe deV HaXWeV EWXdeV,
fRXQded b\ LXcieQ FebYUe, ZhR, VigQiɹcaQWl\, had jXVW UeQaPed hiV
jRXUQal Annales (Economies, SocipWps, CiYilisaWions). ThiV e[SlRViRQ haV
beeQ deVcUibed aV a ¶chaQge Rf SaUadigP iQ Whe VRcial VcieQceV· ²
eYeQ aV a criWical SaUadigP, aQd iW iV WUXe WhaW Whe VRcial VcieQceV
ZeUe PRXQWiQg a cUiWiTXe Rf VSecXlaWiYe ShilRVRSh\ aQd Rf iWV
abVWUacW caWegRUieV, WhXV PakiQg UeɻecWiRQ RQ Whe deVWiWXWiRQ Rf Whe
VXbjecW a SRVVibiliW\. AW Whe VaPe WiPe Whe\ ZeUe leaQiQg, if QRW WR a
diUecWl\ SRliWical cUiWiTXe, WheQ aW leaVW WR a cUiWiTXe Rf VRcieW\ aQd



hiVWRU\ Zhich VRXghW WR WeaU Whe Yeil fURP cRQcealed RU XQcRQVciRXV
VWUXcWXUeV: longXe dXrpe ecRQRPic c\cleV, cRllecWiYe SV\chRlRg\, Whe
P\Whic aQd Whe V\PbRlic. IW iV WUXe WhaW LefebYUe ZRXld laXQch aQ
e[WUePel\ YiRleQW aWWack RQ PRVW Rf WheVe WUeQdV iQ 1953 ² Whe RQl\
PRPeQW iQ hiV caUeeU ZheQ RSSRUWXQiVP led hiP WR Sa\ hiV SRliWical
dXeV iQ WhiV faVhiRQ ² aQd deQRXQced Whe ¶SRlice-fRUce VRciRlRg\· Rf
Whe likeV Rf FUiedPaQQ aQd VaUagQac. IW iV a PXUk\ eSiVRde, bXW iW
VhRXld QRW deɻecW XV fURP Whe facW WhaW fURP FUiedPaQQ, ZhRP he
kQeZ aW Whe WiPe Rf Whe Philosophies gURXS, WR GXUYiWch, ZhR VecXUed
hiP hiV Slace aW Whe CNRS, LefebYUe ZaV SaUWl\ iQYRlYed iQ Whe
QeWZRUk Zhich ZaV WR gXaUaQWee Whe e[SaQViRQ Rf Whe VRcial VcieQceV
UighW XS XQWil Whe 1960V.44

BXW WheVe FUeQch SRVW-ZaU \eaUV ² Whe ¶TUeQWe GlRUieXVeV· ² ZeUe
alVR Whe cRQWe[W fRU Whe iPSacW Rf QeZ WechQRlRg\ aQd Whe cRQVXPeU
VRcieW\ aV Zell aV fRU Whe gUadXal diVaSSeaUaQce Rf WhaW UXUal ZRUld
Zhich had VWill beeQ VR dRPiQaQW iQ Whe \eaUV beWZeeQ Whe ZaUV. The
SeUiRd ZheQ AQdUp VaUagQac ZaV SX]]liQg RYeU WUadiWiRQal
ciYili]aWiRQ aQd Whe VSiUiWXal ZRUld Ze haYe lRVW, ZheQ GXUYiWch ZaV
VeQdiQg hiV WeaPV Rf VRciRlRgiVWV RXW WR iQYeVWigaWe UXUal
cRPPXQiWieV RU UeligiRXV behaYiRXU, alVR VaZ Whe aSSeaUaQce Rf Whe
ɹUVW 4 CV, Whe ɹUVW iVVXe Rf Whe Paga]iQe Elle, Whe ɹUVW CaQQeV FilP
FeVWiYal. HeUe Ze VhRXld cRPSaUe Whe ¶NRWeV WUiWWeQ OQe SXQda\ iQ
Whe FUeQch CRXQWU\Vide· ZiWh ¶NRWeV VXU la Yille QRXYelle (MRXUeQ[)·
iQ InWrodXcWion j la moderniWp. WheQ HeQUi LefebYUe PRYed fURP
UXUal VRciRlRg\ WR XUbaQ VRciRlRg\, hiV WhiQkiQg RQ Whe eYeU\da\ ZaV
WR becRPe iQVeSaUable fURP hiV WhiQkiQg abRXW PRdeUQiW\. AV he
ZURWe iQ 1968 iQ EYer\da\ Life in Whe Modern World, ¶Whe TXRWidiaQ
aQd Whe PRdeUQ PaUk aQd PaVk, legiWiPaWe aQd cRXQWeUbalaQce each
RWheU. TRda\ Whe XQiYeUVal TXRWidiaQ¬«¬ iV Whe YeUVR Rf PRdeUQiW\,
Whe VSiUiW Rf RXU WiPe·.45 If PRdeUQiW\ iV Whe bUilliaQW, eYeQ gaXd\,
Vide Rf Whe QeZ, Whe eYeU\da\ iV iWV iQVigQiɹcaQW Vide, ¶ZhaW iV
hXPble aQd VRlid, ZhaW iV WakeQ fRU gUaQWed aQd WhaW Rf Zhich all
Whe SaUWV fRllRZ each RWheU iQ VXch a UegXlaU, XQYaU\iQg VXcceVViRQ
WhaW WhRVe cRQceUQed haYe QR call WR TXeVWiRQ iWV VeTXeQce·.46 IQ
RWheU ZRUdV, iW iV PRdeUQiW\ Zhich haV despoiled Whe eYeU\da\ life Rf
fRUPeU WiPeV, Zhich QeYeU aSSeaUed VaYe iQ iWV PeWaPRUShRVeV, aV



iQ fesWiYal, Zhich ePbRdied a geQXiQe ¶aXWR-cUiWiTXe· Rf Whe
eYeU\da\; iW iV PRdeUQiW\ Zhich haV caXVed eYeU\da\ life WR
degeQeUaWe iQWR ¶Whe eYeU\da\·. LefebYUe·V cRQceSWiRQ Rf PRdeUQiW\
iV bRWh cRPSle[ aQd cRQWUadicWRU\, iQVcUibed like MaU[·V iQ hiVWRUical
WiPe, leadiQg WR a ShilRVRSh\ Rf SURgUeVV, aQd, like BaXdelaiUe·V aQd
NieW]Vche·V, aQWiQRPic WR hiVWRUical WiPe, ¶XQWiPel\· YiV-j-YiV iWV RZQ
SUeVeQW PRPeQW, leadiQg WR deaWh aQd WR Whe WUagic. MRdeUQiW\ iV Whe
PRYePeQW WRZaUdV Whe QeZ, Whe deSlR\PeQW Rf WechQRlRg\ aQd
UaWiRQaliW\ (Zhich LefebYUe callV ¶PRdeUQiVP·), bXW iW iV alVR Whe
abVeQce Rf aQ\ Ueal WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ Rf VRcial UelaWiRQV, aQd leadV
fURP Whe hXPaQ WRZaUdV Whe iQhXPaQ, WRZaUdV baUbaUiW\. FRU HeQUi
LefebYUe PRdeUQiW\ aQd Whe eYeU\da\ aUe hiVWRUical caWegRUieV, aQd
if Whe\ caQQRW be daWed SUeciVel\, aW leaVW Whe\ caQ be lRcaWed aW a
PRPeQW Rf fXQdaPeQWal hiVWRUical WUaXPa: Whe failXUe Rf UeYRlXWiRQ,
Zhich ZaV cRPSleWed, aW Whe YeU\ PRPeQW Rf Whe ZRUld cUiViV, b\ Whe
adYeQW Rf SWaliQiVP aQd FaVciVP. WiWh WhiV failXUe Rf Whe ZRUld
UeYRlXWiRQ, Whe PRPeQW Rf ShilRVRSh\·V ¶Ueali]aWiRQ· ZaV gRQe, aQd iW
ZaV PRdeUQiW\ Zhich, in iWs oZn Za\, ZaV WR cRPSleWe Whe WaVkV WhaW
Whe UeYRlXWiRQ had beeQ XQable WR bUiQg WR fUXiWiRQ; iW ZaV
PRdeUQiW\ WhaW WRRk RQ Whe UeVSRQVibiliW\ Rf ¶WUaQVfRUPiQg Whe ZRUld·
aQd ¶chaQgiQg life·.

SeeQ iQ WhiV lighW, CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life RSeQV XS \eW aQRWheU
aYeQXe, RQe WhaW leadV be\RQd UXUal VRciRlRg\, be\RQd XUbaQ
VRciRlRg\, aQd be\RQd LefebYUe·V laWeU WhiQkiQg RQ Whe SURdXcWiRQ Rf
VSace: Whe WhePe Rf Whe SURdXcWiRQ Rf Whe eYeU\da\, Rf UeYRlXWiRQ aV
Whe UeYRlXWiRQ Rf eYeU\da\ life. PURdXciQg Whe eYeU\da\, i.e.
SURdXciQg RQe·V life like a ZRUk, iV a WhePaWic Zhich iQ Whe 1960V
led WR LefebYUe·V iQYRlYePeQW ZiWh Uadical SURWeVW. IQ facW Ze Qeed
SeUhaSV WR gR back heUe WR 1948, ZheQ Whe CRbUa gURXS ZaV
fRXQded, aQd WR CRQVWaQW, ZhRVe PaQifeVWR fRU aQ aUchiWecWXUe Rf
ViWXaWiRQV ZaV e[SliciWl\ iQVSiUed b\ CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life. BXW
abRYe all Ze PXVW RʃeU VRPe accRXQW Rf LefebYUe·V UelaWiRQV ZiWh
Whe ViWXaWiRQiVW PRYePeQW. The\ daWe back aW leaVW aV faU aV Whe
ReVeaUch GURXS RQ EYeU\da\ Life Zhich he RUgaQi]ed aW Whe CeQWUe
d·EWXdeV SRciRlRgiTXeV aQd, iQ SaUWicXlaU, WR Whe ¶DeSaUWPeQW Rf
ASSlied SRciRlRg\· Zhich he cUeaWed aV a lecWXUeU aW SWUaVbRXUg



UQiYeUViW\ iQ 1961, aQd Zhich iQ WXUQ becaPe Whe PRdel fRU hiV
IQVWiWXWe Rf SRciRlRg\ aW NaQWeUUe iQ 1965. BefRUe WheiU bUXWal bUeak
ZiWh LefebYUe, Whe ViWXaWiRQiVWV, aQd ɹUVW aQd fRUePRVW GX\ DebRUd,
ackQRZledged WheiU debW WR hiP; PRUe SUeciVel\, Whe\ cRQWiQXed a
dialRgXe ZiWh hiP fURP 1958 XQWil Whe bUeak iQ 1963. CRQYeUVel\,
Whe VecRQd YRlXPe Rf CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life, FondemenWs d·Xne
sociologie de la qXoWidienneWp, iQ 1961, aQd eTXall\ hiV EYer\da\ Life
in Whe Modern World iQ 1968, ZeUe VWiPXlaWed b\ Whe debaWe ZiWh Whe
ViWXaWiRQiVWV. SXbVeTXeQWl\ LefebYUe aQd Whe ViWXaWiRQiVWV accXVed
each RWheU Rf SlagiaUiVP. LeW XV ViPSl\ QRWe Whe SaUalleliVP Rf WheiU
SRViWiRQV RQ ceUWaiQ cUXcial SRiQWV, all SUeVeQW eiWheU e[SliciWl\ RU iQ
ePbU\R iQ CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life. MRVW iPSRUWaQW aPRQg WheP iV
Whe idea WhaW Whe XVe Rf eYeU\da\ life iV gRYeUQed b\ Whe UXle Rf
VcaUciW\, i.e. WhaW iW ZaV deWached fURP hiVWRUiciW\ aW Whe heighW Rf
Whe SeUiRd Rf iQdXVWUiali]aWiRQ aQd accXPXlaWiRQ. AV DebRUd SXW iW,
¶eYeU\da\ life iV liWeUall\ ´cRlRQi]edµ¬ · ² a WhePe WakeQ XS agaiQ iQ
Whe ViWXaWiRQiVWV· De la misqre en milieX pWXdianW. ThiV leadV WR Whe call
fRU UeYRlXWiRQ iQ WeUPV Rf ¶UeYRlXWiRQV iQ iQdiYidXal eYeU\da\ life·, a
QRWiRQ Zhich iV aW Whe YeU\ RUigiQV Rf Whe WheRU\ Rf ViWXaWiRQV, aQd
Zhich VXbWeQdV Whe ideQWiɹcaWiRQ Rf feVWiYal aQd UeYRlXWiRQ iQ
LefebYUe·V ProclamaWion de la CommXne Rf 1965. IQ WhiV bRRk, Zhich
iV Whe RQe Whe ViWXaWiRQiVWV accXVe Rf SlagiaUi]iQg WheiU RZQ ZUiWiQgV,
Whe idea WhaW feVWiYal, like UeYRlXWiRQ, PaUkV bRWh a bUeak iQ
eYeU\da\ life aQd a UehabiliWaWiRQ Rf Whe eYeU\da\, VWePV diUecWl\
fURP CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life.47

Of cRXUVe iW iV iPSRVVible WR deQ\ LefebYUe·V iPSacW RQ Whe
ideRlRg\ Rf Ma\ 1968 iWVelf, aQd iW iV aVWRQiVhiQg WhaW iQ FUaQce aW
leaVW PRVW VWXdieV VhRXld haYe XQdeUeVWiPaWed LefebYUe·V WhePeV iQ
faYRXU Rf MaUcXVe RU RWheU eYeQ PRUe e[RWic WhiQkeUV. AQglR-Sa[RQ
VchRlaUVhiS haV cRQceQWUaWed RQ LefebYUe iQ a PRUe VeUiRXV aQd
PRUe VXVWaiQed PaQQeU. We haYe ZUiWWeQ elVeZheUe Rf hRZ Whe
ZRUk Rf PeUU\ AQdeUVRQ, MaUk PRVWeU, Michael Kell\, eWc., haV
UeVWRUed LefebYUe WR hiV UighWfXl Slace aPRQg Whe gUeaW MaU[iVW
WheRUeWiciaQV Rf Whe WZeQWieWh ceQWXU\. We VhRXld PeQWiRQ,
hRZeYeU, WhaW iW ZaV iQ GeUPaQ\ dXUiQg Whe 1970V WhaW Whe debaWe
RQ eYeU\da\ life Zhich VSUaQg XS iQ Whe cRQWe[W Rf Whe ¶alWeUQaWiYe·



PRYePeQW ZaV Whe PRVW ɹUPl\ URRWed iQ HeQUi LefebYUe·V WhRXghW.48

SR PXch VR WhaW RQe PighW eYeQ begiQ PakiQg liQkV ZiWh
HabeUPaV·V diVWiQcWiRQ beWZeeQ S\sWem (VSeciali]ed cXlWXUe
cRQWURlled b\ e[SeUWV), fRU e[aPSle, aQd LebensZelW (liYed e[SeUieQce
aQd eYeU\da\ life). ThXV iW becRPeV cleaU Zh\ Ze caQQRW ɹ[ RXU
UeadiQg Rf CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life iQ Whe cRQWe[W Rf 1947: iW iV QRW
RQl\ aQ eVVeQWial PaUkeU iQ HeQUi LefebYUe·V ShilRVRShical aQd
SRliWical eYRlXWiRQ, bXW alVR RQe Rf Whe cURVVURadV iQ Whe
UeRUgaQi]aWiRQ Rf Whe iQWellecWXal ɹeld Rf Whe VecRQd half Rf Whe
WZeQWieWh ceQWXU\.

CNRS, Paris, March 1991



FRUeZRUd WR Whe SecRQd EdiWiRQ

I In Retrospect

AV iW VWaQdV, WhiV bRRk1 did QRW VWUicWl\ VSeakiQg RʃeU a QeZ
iQWeUSUeWaWiRQ Rf MaU[iVP. The fRllRZiQg TXRWaWiRQ fURP LeQiQ
ZRXld haYe Pade aQ aSSURSUiaWe eSigUaSh:

The ZhRle SRiQW, hRZeYeU, iV WhaW MaU[¬«¬did QRW cRQɹQe hiPVelf WR ¶ecRQRPic WheRU\·
iQ Whe RUdiQaU\ VeQVe Rf Whe WeUP, WhaW, Zhile e[plaining Whe VWUXcWXUe aQd Whe
deYelRSPeQW Rf Whe giYeQ fRUPaWiRQ Rf VRcieW\ e[clXsiYel\ WhURXgh SURdXcWiRQ UelaWiRQV «
[he] clRWhed Whe VkeleWRQ iQ ɻeVh aQd blRRd. The UeaVRQ CapiWal haV eQjR\ed VXch
WUePeQdRXV VXcceVV iV WhaW WhiV bRRk b\ a ¶GeUPaQ ecRQRPiVW· VhRZed Whe ZhRle
caSiWaliVW VRcial fRUPaWiRQ WR Whe UeadeU aV a liYiQg WhiQg ² ZiWh iWV eYeU\da\ aVSecWV¬«2

IQ WhiV YeU\ iPSRUWaQW We[W, LeQiQ VhRZV WhaW MaU[ cUeaWed
VcieQWiɹc sociolog\. He e[SUeVVed ViPilaU ideaV iQ PaQ\ RWheU SlaceV
iQ hiV ZUiWiQgV:

IQ hiV CapiWal, MaU[ ɹUVW aQal\VeV Whe ViPSleVW, PRVW RUdiQaU\ aQd fXQdaPeQWal, PRVW
cRPPRQ aQd eYeU\da\ relaWion Rf bRXUgeRiV (cRPPRdiW\) VRcieW\, a UelaWiRQ eQcRXQWeUed
billiRQV Rf WiPeV, Yi]. Whe e[chaQge Rf cRPPRdiWieV. IQ WhiV YeU\ ViPSle
SheQRPeQRQ¬ «¬ aQal\ViV UeYealV all Whe cRQWUadicWiRQV (RU Whe geUPV Rf all Whe
cRQWUadicWiRQV) Rf PRdeUQ VRcieW\.3

The facW UePaiQV WhaW Whe CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life ZaV bXilW
eQWiUel\ aURXQd a cRQceSW Zhich LeQiQ had lefW aVide RU QeglecWed,
Whe cRQceSW Rf alienaWion.



The facW alVR UePaiQV WhaW WhiV bRRk deYelRSed a geQeUall\
QeglecWed aVSecW Rf MaU[iVP, Whe VSeciɹcall\ sociological aVSecW.

WheQ iW aSSeaUed, Whe bRRk ZaV iQadeTXaWel\ VXbVWaQWiaWed RQ
bRWh Whe ShilRVRShical aQd Whe VRciRlRgical leYel. IQ Whe ɹUVW Slace, iW
VhRXld haYe fRUPXlaWed aQd aWWePSWed WR UeVRlYe Whe SURbleP SRVed
b\ Whe cRQceSW Rf alieQaWiRQ. IW VhRXld alVR haYe e[SlaiQed ZhaW a
MaU[iVW VRciRlRg\ cRQVideUed aV a VSeciɹc VcieQce cRXld be (aV
PeWhRd aQd RbjecW) iQ iWV UelaWiRQ ZiWh Whe RWheU VcieQceV (SRliWical
ecRQRP\, hiVWRU\, eWc.) aV Zell aV ZiWh hiVWRUical aQd dialecWical
PaWeUialiVP.

The facW iV, hRZeYeU, WhaW WeQ \eaUV agR WheVe YaUiRXV SURblePV
ZeUe QRW VXɽcieQWl\ UiSe. IW ZaV PRUe RU leVV iPSRVVible WR
fRUPXlaWe WheP cRUUecWl\, leW alRQe UeVRlYe WheP.4

TRda\ Ze aUe RQl\ jXVW begiQQiQg WR gliPSVe Whe cRPSle[iW\ Rf Whe
TXeVWiRQV Whe WheRU\ Rf alieQaWiRQ SRVeV. TheVe TXeVWiRQV fall iQWR
VeYeUal caWegRUieV. HisWoricall\, Ze PXVW diVcRYeU ZhaW URle WhiV
cRQceSW Sla\ed iQ Whe deYelRSPeQW Rf MaU[iVP, hRZ (iQ hiV eaUl\
ZUiWiQgV) MaU[ WRRk iW fURP Hegel aQd FeXeUbach, hRZ he
WUaQVfRUPed aQd UediUecWed iW, aQd aW ZhaW daWe. ThXV iW iV
aSSURSUiaWe WR fRllRZ WhiV WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ WhURXgh Whe We[WV, aQd WhiV
PeaQV WhaW a UigRURXV e[aPiQaWiRQ Rf Whe eaUl\ ZUiWiQgV, aQd QRWabl\
Rf Whe celebUaWed 1844 ManXscripWs, iV UeTXiUed.5 TheoreWicall\, Ze
PXVW deWeUPiQe ZhaW becRPeV Rf Whe philosophical cRQceSW Rf
alieQaWiRQ iQ MaU[·V VcieQWiɹc aQd SRliWical ZRUkV, QRWabl\ iQ CapiWal,
aQd XQdeUVWaQd ZheWheU Whe ecRQRPic WheRU\ Rf feWiVhiVP iV WUXl\ aQ
e[WeQViRQ Rf Whe ShilRVRShical WheRU\ Rf alieQaWiRQ RQWR aQ RbjecWiYe
(VcieQWiɹc) leYel.6

FiQall\, Whe SURbleP philosophicall\ iV Rf kQRZiQg ZhaW PeaQiQg
aQd (cUiWical RU cRQVWUXcWiYe) iPSRUWaQce VhRXld be giYeQ aW Whe
SUeVeQW PRPeQW WR Whe cRQceSW Rf alieQaWiRQ. TR ZhaW e[WeQW VhRXld
a ShilRVRSheU Wake iW XS agaiQ, SeUhaSV iQ a PRdiɹed fRUP, aQd SXW
iW aW Whe ceQWUe Rf hiV WhiQkiQg? ThiV SURbleP caQQRW be VeSaUaWed
fURP Whe RWheUV alWhRXgh iW caQ be diVWiQgXiVhed fURP WheP. If iW
ZeUe WUXe, aV ceUWaiQ MaU[iVWV aUgXe, WhaW MaU[iVP aV VXch Uadicall\
UejecWV eaUlieU cRQceSWV, iQclXdiQg WhRVe Zhich helSed WR deYelRS iW ²
VR WhaW WheUe ZaV aQ abVRlXWe caeVXUa iQ hXPaQ WhRXghW aW Whe



PRPeQW Rf MaU[iVP·V ePeUgeQce, aQd iQ MaU[iVP aW Whe PRPeQW
ZheQ MaU[ becaPe cRQVciRXV Rf hiV dRcWUiQe ² Whe SURbleP Rf ZhaW
Whe cRQceSW Rf alieQaWiRQ PeaQV QRZ ZRXld QRW eYeQ aUiVe. TR Wake
WhiV SRViWiRQ iPSlieV fXUWheU SRViWiRQV, QRWabl\ WhaW MaU[iVP iV a
cRPSleWed V\VWeP, aQd WhaW ShilRVRSh\·V URle aQd fXQcWiRQ aUe aW aQ
eQd. SXch aUgXPeQWV PXVW be deePed dRgPaWic aQd falVe.

SXch YaVW aQd diɽcXlW TXeVWiRQV had WR UiSeQ befRUe Whe\ cRXld be
SRVed.

IQ SaUWicXlaU iW had WR be SRVVible WR aVk Whe TXeVWiRQ: ¶IV
alieQaWiRQ diVaSSeaUiQg iQ VRcialiVW VRcieW\? IQ Whe USSR RU Whe
cRXQWUieV Zhich aUe cRQVWUXcWiQg VRcialiVP, aUe WheUe QRW
cRQWUadicWiRQV iQdicaWiYe Rf QeZ ² RU UeQeZed ² fRUPV Rf ecRQRPic,
ideRlRgical aQd SRliWical alieQaWiRQ?·

AV faU aV VRciRlRg\ aV a VSeciɹc VcieQce iV cRQceUQed, WheUe haYe
beeQ PaQ\ PRPeQWV Rf XQceUWaiQW\ WR liYe WhURXgh. The TXeVWiRQ Rf
ZheWheU Whe SWaliQiVW iQWeUSUeWaWiRQ Rf MaU[iVP ZaV QRW PXWilaWiQg iW
aQd deSUiYiQg iW Rf RQe Rf iWV diPeQViRQV haV had WR be faced; aV haV
WhaW Rf ZheWheU Whe MaU[iVW QRWiRQ Rf socio-economic formaWion7 iV
QRW UicheU aQd PRUe cRPSle[ ² ViQce iW iQYRlYeV Whe VRciRlRgical
VWXd\ Rf VRcial UelaWiRQV ² WhaQ Whe cXUUeQWl\ faYRXUed cRQceSWV Rf
(ecRQRPic) baVe aQd (ideRlRgical aQd SRliWical) VXSeUVWUXcWXUeV.

The facW WhaW WheVe TXeVWiRQV ZeUe abVeQW fURP iWV aUgXPeQW
e[SlaiQV WR a ceUWaiQ e[WeQW Whe Za\ Whe bRRk ZaV UeceiYed ZheQ iW
ZaV ɹUVW SXbliVhed. WhaW ZaV Whe Rɽcial, acadePic UeVSRQVe? UWWeU
VileQce. AW WhaW PRPeQW, iQ 1946, FUeQch ShilRVRSh\ had VXʃeUed a
VeUieV Rf VhRckV fURP Zhich iW ZaV RQl\ VlRZl\ UecRYeUiQg. The ZaU
aQd Whe OccXSaWiRQ had killed Rʃ VeYeUal iPSRUWaQW cXUUeQWV Rf
WhRXghW, QRWabl\ BeUgVRQiaQ aQWi-iQWellecWXaliVP, cRPSURPiVed b\ a
YagXe UelaWiRQVhiS ZiWh GeUPaQ iUUaWiRQaliVP, aQd LpRQ
BUXQVchYicg·V iQWellecWXaliVP,8 Zhich ZaV SRRUl\ eTXiSSed WR
UeVRlYe Whe QeZ SURblePV. The geQeUaWiRQ Rf HegeliaQV9 aQd
e[iVWeQWialiVWV ZaV RQ Whe UiVe. BXW WheUe ZeUe WhRVe ZhR, WhRXgh
SeUfecWl\ ZilliQg WR UeVSecW aQd acceSW Whe QRWiRQ Rf alieQaWiRQ RQ a
VSecXlaWiYe leYel, ZeUe SURbabl\ leVV SUeSaUed WR Vee iW VRiled b\
cRQfURQWaWiRQ ZiWh acWXal hXPaQ UealiW\, ZiWh eYeU\da\ life.10



SR Whe SURfeVViRQal ShilRVRSheUV geQeUall\ igQRUed Whe bRRk; fRU ²
VWaUWiQg ZiWh iWV WiWle ² iW eQWailed UeliQTXiVhiQg Whe WUadiWiRQal iPage
Rf Whe ShilRVRSheU aV PaVWeU aQd UXleU Rf e[iVWeQce, ZiWQeVV aQd
jXdge Rf life from Whe oXWside, eQWhURQed abRYe Whe PaVVeV, abRYe Whe
PRPeQWV lRVW iQ WUiYialiW\, ¶diVWiQgXiVhed· b\ aQ aWWiWXde aQd a
diVWaQce. (TheUe iV QRWhiQg Ueall\ e[aggeUaWed abRXW WheVe
PeWaShRUV. The diVWaQce iV called ¶VSiUiWXal life· aQd Whe
ShilRVRSheU·V aWWiWXde iV called cRQWePSlaWiRQ, deWachPeQW,
¶eSRche·,11 SaUeQWheVi]iQg, eWc.)

WhaW abRXW MaU[iVP? If Whe WUadiWiRQal ShilRVRSheUV, VWill
VaWXUaWed ZiWh SXUe VSecXlaWiYe WhRXghW RU aWWUacWed b\ iW, gaYe Whe
bRRk a cRRl UeceSWiRQ, VR did Whe MaU[iVWV.

IQ Whe eQWhXViaVP Rf Whe LibeUaWiRQ, iW ZaV hRSed WhaW VRRQ life
ZRXld be chaQged aQd Whe ZRUld WUaQVfRUPed. MRUe WhaQ WhaW: life
had alUead\ beeQ chaQged; Whe SeRSleV ZeUe RQ Whe PRYe, Whe
PaVVeV ZeUe iQ a feUPeQW. TheiU PRYePeQW ZaV caXViQg QeZ YalXeV
WR ¶UiVe WR Whe VXUface·. WhaW ZaV Whe SRiQW Rf aQal\ViQg bRXUgeRiV
eYeU\da\ life, Whe VW\le (RU abVeQce Rf VW\le) iPSRVed b\ Whe
dRPiQaQW claVV? WhaW ZaV Whe SRiQW Rf a ShilRVRShical RU
VRciRlRgical cUiWiTXe? The ZeaSRQ Rf cUiWiciVP ZaV abRXW WR be
UeSlaced, had alUead\ beeQ UeSlaced, b\ Whe cUiWiciVP Rf ZeaSRQV. IQ
FUaQce, iQ Whe UeVW Rf Whe ZRUld, Whe SURleWaUiaW ZaV QR lRQgeU aQ
RSSUeVVed claVV. IW ZaV iPSRViQg iWVelf RQ Whe QaWiRQV aV Whe UXliQg
claVV. TR Walk abRXW alieQaWiRQ ZaV QR lRQgeU SRVVible, QR lRQgeU
SeUPiVVible. The cRQceSW ZaV jXVW aV RXWdaWed iQ FUaQce aV iW ZaV iQ
Whe USSR, iQ cRXQWUieV ZheUe VRcialiVP ZaV RQ Whe PaUch, RU ZheUe
Whe UXPble Rf UeYRlXWiRQ cRXld alUead\ be heaUd.

ThiQkiQg SeRSle ZeUe RbVeVVed ZiWh Whe SRliWical dUaPa. RighWl\
VR. BXW Whe\ ZeUe fRUgeWWiQg WhaW alWhRXgh Whe SRliWical dUaPa ZaV
beiQg acWed RXW RU decided iQ Whe higheU VSheUeV ² Whe SWaWe,
SaUliaPeQW, leadeUV, SRlicieV ² iW VWill had a ¶baVe· iQ PaWWeUV UelaWiQg
WR fRRd, UaWiRQiQg, ZageV, Whe RUgaQi]aWiRQ RU UeRUgaQi]aWiRQ Rf
labRXU. A hXPble, eYeU\da\ ¶baVe·. TheUefRUe PaQ\ MaU[iVWV VaZ
cUiWiciVP Rf eYeU\da\ life aV XVeleVV aQd aQWiTXaWed; Whe\ SeUceiYed iW
aV a UeZRUkiQg Rf aQ Rld-faVhiRQed, e[haXVWed cUiWiTXe Rf bRXUgeRiV



VRcieW\, liWWle PRUe WhaQ a cUiWiTXe Rf WUiYialiW\ ² WheUefRUe a WUiYial
cUiWiTXe.

FRU WhiV UeaVRQ ShilRVRSheUV WRda\ aUe e[SeUieQciQg diɽcXlWieV Rf
a kiQd XQkQRZQ WR WheiU SUedeceVVRUV. GUeaW RU VPall, SURfRXQd RU
VXSeUɹcial, WheiU liYeV haYe lRVW WhaW ViPSliciW\ aQd elegaQce Rf liQe
Whe\ aWWUibXWe (ɹcWiWiRXVl\, QR dRXbW) WR Whe liYeV Rf WheiU illXVWUiRXV
PRdelV. PhilRVRSheUV aQd ShilRVRSh\ caQ QR lRQgeU be iVRlaWed,
diVgXiVed, hiddeQ. AQd WhiV iV SUeciVel\ becaXVe eYeU\da\ life iV Whe
VXSUePe cRXUW ZheUe ZiVdRP, kQRZledge aQd SRZeU aUe bURXghW WR
jXdgePeQW.

II What Has Changed in the Last Ten Years?

UQdeU WheVe ciUcXPVWaQceV, ZhaW iV Whe SRiQW ² afWeU WeQ \eaUV Rf
iQWeUUXSWiRQ ² Rf UeVXPiQg WhiV WaVk?

FiUVWl\, dXUiQg WheVe \eaUV a ceUWaiQ QXPbeU Rf \RXQg iQWellecWXalV
haYe Uead Whe bRRk ZiWh iQWeUeVW ² ZiWh SaVViRQ. TheiU e[SUeVViRQV Rf
aSSUeciaWiRQ haYe alleYiaWed aQ\ feeliQgV Rf biWWeUQeVV Whe aXWhRU
Pa\ haYe had abRXW Whe cRRlQeVV Rf Whe bRRk·V ¶Rɽcial· UeceSWiRQ.

BXW WhaW iV QRW all. DXUiQg Whe laVW WeQ \eaUV Whe deYelRSPeQW Rf
UeVeaUch iQ Whe VRcial VcieQceV haV VhRZQ WhaW Whe bRRk ZaV RQ
WaUgeW, WhaW iWV SRiQW Rf YieZ iV Zell-fRXQded. PURblePV Rf eYeU\da\
life aQd VWXdieV Rf eYeU\da\ life haYe becRPe iQcUeaViQgl\ iPSRUWaQW
iQ Whe PiQdV Rf hiVWRUiaQV, eWhQRgUaSheUV, ShilRVRSheUV, VRciRlRgiVWV,
aV Zell aV Rf ZUiWeUV, aUWiVWV aQd jRXUQaliVWV. OXU YeU\ beVW iQfRUPed
aQd PRVW ¶PRdeUQ· SXblicaWiRQV ² dail\ aQd Zeekl\ QeZVSaSeUV,
UeYieZV ² haYe VWaUWed cRlXPQV dealiQg ZiWh eYeU\da\ life. TheUe
haV beeQ a SURlifeUaWiRQ Rf bRRkV abRXW eYeU\da\ life, aQd biW b\ biW
a PeWhRd WR cRQfURQW eYeU\da\ life ZiWh ideaV aSSaUeQWl\ faU
UePRYed fURP iW, VXch aV P\WhV, ceUePRQieV, ZRUkV Rf aUW, iV beiQg
deYelRSed.12

FRU Whe hiVWRUiaQ Rf a VSeciɹc SeUiRd, fRU Whe eWhQRgUaSheU, fRU Whe
VRciRlRgiVW VWXd\iQg a VRcieW\ RU a gURXS, Whe fXQdaPeQWal TXeVWiRQ
ZRXld be WR gUaVS a ceUWaiQ TXaliW\, diɽcXlW WR deɹQe aQd \eW
eVVeQWial aQd cRQcUeWe, VRPeWhiQg WhaW ¶jXVW a TXaUWeU-Rf-aQ-hRXU



alRQe· ZiWh a PaQ fURP a diVWaQW RU e[WiQcW cXlWXUe ZRXld UeYeal WR
XV.13

LeW XV cRQVideU VRPe aUeaV YeU\ UePRWe fURP Whe VRcial VcieQceV.
ReceQWl\ I Uead aQ aUWicle14 Zhich ZaV VRPeWhiQg Rf a PaQifeVWR RU
SRlic\ VWaWePeQW fRU Whe idea WhaW Whe PRdeUQ WheaWUe caQ RQl\ be ¶a
Slace ZheUe eYeU\da\ life aWWaiQV iWV higheVW degUee Rf iQWeQViW\;
ZheUe Whe ZRUdV aQd geVWXUeV Rf eYeU\da\ life aW laVW Wake RQ
PeaQiQg·. A SRYieW cUiWic haV Pade Whe VaPe aVVeUWiRQ abRXW
ChekhRY·V WheaWUe: ¶He [ChekhRY] cRQVideUV WhaW WheaWUe RXghW WR
UeSUeVeQW eYeU\da\ life·.15

We Vhall UeWXUQ WR WhiV idea.
AgaiQ, Whe PRQXPeQWal YRlXPe Rf L·Enc\cloppdie franoaise deYRWed

WR EYer\da\ Life ZaV SXbliVhed UeceQWl\. IW iV a cRQVideUable Siece Rf
ZRUk,16 bXW RQe iQ Zhich Whe deVcUiSWiYe aQd Whe WechQRlRgical
SRiQWV Rf YieZ SXVh Whe criWical SRiQW Rf YieZ iQWR Whe backgURXQd,
aQd eYeQ RbliWeUaWe iW.

IQdiVSXWabl\ Whe laVW feZ \eaUV haYe ZiWQeVVed Whe aSSlicaWiRQ Rf
Whe PRVW PRdeUQ Rf WechQiTXeV WR Whe Za\ eYeU\da\ life iV
RUgaQi]ed, WhaW iV WR Va\, WR a VecWRU Zhich XS XQWil QRZ haV beeQ
Said VcaQW aWWeQWiRQ. The Za\ iQ Zhich eYeU\da\ life lagV behiQd
ZhaW iV WechQicall\ SRVVible iV aQd VhRXld be RQe Rf Whe WhePeV Rf
Whe CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life. HRZ cRXld WhiV WhePe SRVVibl\ haYe
lRVW iWV fRXQdaWiRQ RU iWV PeaQiQg?

IQ L·E[press Rf 8 JXQe 1956 (S. 21) Whe fRllRZiQg iQfRUPaWiRQ ZaV
giYeQ RQ Whe ¶iQWeUeVWiQg QRYelWieV· Zhich iWV VSecial NeZ YRUk
cRUUeVSRQdeQW had QRWiced, aQd Zhich ¶Zill iQeYiWabl\ eQd XS
cRPiQg WR FUaQce·:

KiWcheQV aUe becRPiQg leVV like kiWcheQV aQd PRUe like ZRUkV Rf aUW¬ «¬ The laWeVW
WechQiTXe iV Whe elecWURQic RYeQ¬«¬The iQWeUcRP (a V\VWeP Rf lRXdVSeakeUV liQkiQg eYeU\
URRP) iV becRPiQg a VWaQdaUd Siece Rf eTXiSPeQW iQ Whe hRPe, Zhile eYeU\RQe iV WalkiQg
abRXW a SeUVRQali]ed liWWle WeleYiViRQ QeWZRUk Zhich Zill eQable Whe lad\ Rf Whe hRXVe WR
aWWeQd WR heU chRUeV Zhile keeSiQg aQ e\e RQ Whe childUeQ Sla\iQg iQ aQRWheU URRP RU iQ
Whe gaUdeQ¬ «¬ The UePaUkable XbiTXiW\ Rf ¶dR iW iWVelf· [Vic], Whe laWeVW cUa]e fRU Whe
APeUicaQ hXVbaQd¬ «¬ iQclXdeV all Whe hRXVehRld gadgeWV WhaW gR ZiWh iW¬ «¬ Whe laWeVW
deYelRSPeQW iQ Whe hRXVehRld iQdXVWU\? SZiPPiQg SRRlV, Zhich Whe PaQXfacWXUeUV Va\



Whe\ aUe abRXW WR PaVV-PaUkeW¬«¬PRSXlaU UeTXiUePeQWV aV faU aV hRXVeV aUe cRQceUQed:
aW leaVW VeYeQ URRPV, ZiWh WZR baWhURRPV¬«

IQ Whe Qe[W cRlXPQ, ¶MadaPe E[SUeVV· iQfRUPV aQ\RQe ZhR ZaV
XQaZaUe Rf iW WhaW:

a ZRPaQ QeedV caVW-iURQ Zill-SRZeU WR VWRS heU haiUdUeVVeU fURP cXWWiQg heU haiU VhRUW.
NRWhiQg iV PRUe SeUVXaViYe WhaQ a haiUdUeVVeU ZhR haV Pade hiV PiQd XS. AQd Whe\ haYe
VRPe SRZeUfXl allieV: cRYeU-giUlV, acWUeVVeV, all Whe ZRPeQ fRU ZhRP PRQe\ iV QR
SURbleP aQd ZhRVe SicWXUeV, diVWUibXWed eYeU\ da\, aUe PRUe SeUVXaViYe WhaQ aQ\ ZRUdV
cRXld be¬«

The UePaUkable Za\ iQ Zhich PRdeUQ WechQiTXeV haYe SeQeWUaWed
eYeU\da\ life haV WhXV iQWURdXced iQWR WhiV backZaUd VecWRU Whe
XneYen deYelopmenW Zhich chaUacWeUi]eV eYeU\ aVSecW Rf RXU eUa.
MaQifeVWaWiRQV Rf Whe bUilliaQW adYaQceV iQ Whe ¶ideal hRPe·
cRQVWiWXWe VRciRlRgical facWV Rf Whe ɹUVW iPSRUWaQce, bXW Whe\ PXVW
QRW be allRZed WR cRQceal Whe cRQWUadicWRU\ chaUacWeU Rf Whe Ueal
VRcial SURceVV beQeaWh aQ accXPXlaWiRQ Rf WechQRlRgical deWail.
TheVe adYaQceV, alRQg ZiWh WheiU cRQVeTXeQceV, aUe SURYRkiQg QeZ
VWUXcWXUal cRQɻicWV ZiWhiQ Whe cRQcUeWe life Rf VRcieW\. The VaPe
SeUiRd Zhich haV ZiWQeVVed a bUeaWhWakiQg deYelRSPeQW iQ Whe
aSSlicaWiRQ Rf WechQiTXeV Rf eYeU\da\ life haV alVR ZiWQeVVed Whe QR-
leVV-bUeaWhWakiQg degUadaWiRQ Rf eYeU\da\ life fRU laUge PaVVeV Rf
hXPaQ beiQgV. All aURXQd XV, iQ FUaQce, iQ PaUiV iWVelf, WheUe aUe
hXQdUedV Rf WhRXVaQdV Rf childUeQ, \RXQgVWeUV, VWXdeQWV, \RXQg
cRXSleV, ViQgle SeRSle, faPilieV, liYiQg iQ cRQdiWiRQV XQdUeaPedRf b\
aQ\RQe ZhR dReV QRW bUiQg a VRciRlRgiVW·V iQWeUeVW WR beaU:17

fXUQiVhed URRPV (iQcUeaViQgl\ e[SeQViYe aQd VTXalid), VlXPV,
RYeUcURZded ɻaWV, aWWic URRPV, eWc.

The deWeUiRUaWiRQ Rf Whe cRQdiWiRQV Rf e[iVWeQce iV VSUeadiQg WR a
gUeaW PaQ\ FUeQch UXUal aUeaV (QRWabl\ iQ Whe VRXWheUQ half Rf Whe
cRXQWU\), WR a laUge SURSRUWiRQ Rf cUafWVPeQ, VPall VhRSkeeSeUV aQd
Whe ZRUkiQg claVV.

AgUeed, iW iV QRW XQXVXal WR ɹQd SeaVaQWV RZQiQg elecWUic cRRkeUV,
bXW Whe hRXVeV Whe\ liYe iQ aUe VWill dilaSidaWed; Whe\ PaQage WR bX\



gadgeWV, bXW caQQRW aʃRUd WR UeSaiU WheiU hRXVeV, aQd eYeQ leVV WR
PRdeUQi]e WheiU faUPV. IQ RWheU ZRUdV, Whe laWWeU aUe giYeQ XS fRU
Whe Vake Rf Whe fRUPeU. IQ Whe VaPe Za\ TXiWe a laUge QXPbeU Rf
ZRUkiQg-claVV cRXSleV haYe a ZaVhiQg PachiQe, a WeleYiViRQ VeW, RU a
caU, bXW Whe\ haYe geQeUall\ VacUiɹced VRPeWhiQg elVe fRU WheVe
gadgeWV (haYiQg a bab\, fRU e[aPSle). IQ WhiV Za\ SURblePV Rf
chRRViQg ZhaW WR bX\ ² RU SURblePV aVVRciaWed ZiWh hiUe-SXUchaVe,
eWc. ² aUe SRVed ZiWhiQ ZRUkiQg-claVV faPilieV, aQd WheVe SURblePV
PRdif\ eYeU\da\ life.18 ThaW UelaWiYel\ SRRU SeaVaQWV, RU ZRUkeUV,
VhRXld bX\ WeleYiViRQ VeWV SURYeV Whe e[iVWeQce Rf a QeZ social need.
The facW iV UePaUkable. BXW iW dReV QRW Well XV Whe Vi]e RU Whe e[WeQW
Rf WhiV Qeed, QRU Whe e[WeQW WR Zhich iW iV VaWiVɹed. NRU dReV iW SURYe
WhaW WhiV Qeed haV QRW beeQ VaWiVɹed WR Whe deWUiPeQW Rf aQRWheU.

FaU fURP VXSSUeVViQg cUiWiciVP Rf eYeU\da\ life, PRdeUQ WechQical
SURgUeVV reali]es iW. ThiV WechQiciW\ UeSlaceV Whe cUiWiciVP Rf life
WhURXgh dUeaPV, RU ideaV, RU SReWU\, RU WhRVe acWiYiWieV Zhich UiVe
abRYe Whe eYeU\da\, b\ Whe cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life fURP ZiWhiQ: Whe
cUiWiTXe Zhich eYeU\da\ life PakeV Rf iWVelf, Whe cUiWiTXe Rf Whe Ueal
b\ Whe SRVVible aQd Rf RQe aVSecW Rf life b\ aQRWheU. CRPSaUed ZiWh
lRZeU RU degUaded VWaQdaUdV Rf liYiQg, eYeU\da\ life ZiWh all Whe
VXSeUiRU PRd cRQV WakeV RQ Whe diVWaQce aQd UePRWeQeVV aQd
faPiliaU VWUaQgeQeVV Rf a dUeaP. The diVSla\ Rf lX[XU\ WR be VeeQ iQ
VR PaQ\ ɹlPV, PRVW Rf WheP PediRcUe, WakeV RQ aQ alPRVW
faVciQaWiQg chaUacWeU, aQd Whe VSecWaWRU iV XSURRWed fURP hiV
eYeU\da\ ZRUld b\ aQ eYeU\da\ ZRUld oWher WhaQ hiV RZQ. EVcaSe
iQWR WhiV illXVRU\ bXW SUeVeQW eYeU\da\ ZRUld, Whe faVciQaWiRQ Rf
RUdiQaU\ RbjecWV Zhich VcUeaP ZealWh, Whe VedXcWiYe SRZeUV Rf Whe
aSSaUeQWl\ SURfRXQd liYeV led b\ Whe PeQ aQd ZRPeQ ZhR PRYe
aPRQg WheVe RbjecWV, all WhiV e[SlaiQV Whe PRPeQWaU\ VXcceVV WheVe
ɹlPV eQjR\.

HaSSil\, cRQWePSRUaU\ ciQePa aQd WheaWUe haYe RWheU ZRUkV WR
RʃeU Zhich UeYeal a WUXWh abRXW eYeU\da\ life.

III On Charlie Chaplin, Bertolt Brecht and Some Others



IW iV QRW ChaSliQ·V clRZQiQg cRQWRUWiRQV aQd fXQQ\ faceV WhaW Pake
SeRSle bXUVW RXW laXghiQg. FURP hiV YeU\ ɹUVW ɹlPV, he VWRRd RXW
fURP VXch RWheU ɹlP cRPediaQV aV FaWW\ AUbXckle aQd HaURld LlR\d.
The VecUeW Rf hiV cRPic SRZeUV lieV QRW iQ hiV bRd\, bXW iQ Whe
UelaWiRQ Rf WhiV bRd\ WR VRPeWhiQg elVe: a VRcial UelaWiRQ ZiWh Whe
PaWeUial ZRUld aQd Whe VRcial ZRUld. NawYe, Sh\Vicall\ adeSW bXW
VSiUiWXall\ iQQRceQW, ChaSliQ aUUiYeV iQ a cRPSlicaWed aQd
VRShiVWicaWed XQiYeUVe Rf SeRSle aQd WhiQgV ZiWh ɹ[ed SaWWeUQV Rf
behaYiRXU (ZheUe SeRSle behaYe like WhiQgV ² aQd iQ cRQjXQcWiRQ
ZiWh WhiQgV). The clRZQ·V Sh\Vical VXSSleQeVV, aQd hiV cRQcRPiWaQW
abiliW\ WR adaSW hiPVelf aQd hiV geVWXUeV ZiWh aQ alPRVW aQiPal
UaSidiW\, becRPe hXPaQi]ed aV Whe\ giYe Za\ WR aQ e[WUePe
aZkZaUdQeVV Zhich bRWh SURYeV aQd VigQiɹeV hiV QawYeW\. HRZeYeU,
WhiV aZkZaUdQeVV iV QeYeU SeUPaQeQW; Whe RUigiQal ViWXaWiRQ iV
UeiQVWaWed; Whe clRZQ haV hiV UeYeQge, he defeaWV Whe hRVWile RbjecWV
² aQd Whe hRVWile SeRSle ² RQl\ WR fall back iQWR PRPeQWaU\ diVaUUa\.
HeQce YiVXall\ cRPic PRPeQWV ZheQ he caQQRW adaSW aUe fRllRZed
b\ PRPeQWV Rf YicWRU\ ZheQ he caQ, aQd WhiV VWRSV Whe ¶PiPe²
aXdieQce· UelaWiRQVhiS fURP bUeakiQg dRZQ, SURdXciQg fUeVh gXVWV Rf
laXghWeU aQd aVVXUiQg WhaW Whe hXPRXU QeYeU becRPeV aZkZaUd RU
ePbaUUaVViQg. Like SleaVXUe, like haUPRQ\ iQ PXVic, laXghWeU iV
VWiPXlaWed b\ a VeUieV Rf UeVRlYed WeQViRQV, iQ Zhich PRPeQWV Rf
Uela[aWiRQ aUe fRllRZed b\ eYeQ higheU WeQViRQV.

The SRiQW Rf deSaUWXUe fRU Whe ¶YiV cRPica· SecXliaU WR ChaSliQ iV
WheUefRUe Whe ViPSliciW\ Rf a child, a SUiPiWiYe aQd a ZRQdeUfXll\
gifWed baUbaUiaQ, VXddeQl\ SlXQged (aV Ze all aUe aW eYeU\ PRPeQW)
iQWR aQ eYeU\da\ life WhaW iV iQɻe[ible aQd bUiVWliQg ZiWh eYeU-QeZ
diɽcXlWieV, VRPe fRUeVeeable, RWheUV QRW. IQ hiV ɹUVW ɹlPV ChaSliQ
WakeV XS baWWle ² a dXel Zhich iV alZa\V diʃeUeQW aQd \eW alZa\V Whe
VaPe ² ZiWh RbjecWV, eYeU\da\ RbjecWV: aQ XPbUella, a deckchaiU, a
PRWRUbike, a baQaQa VkiQ¬«¬AlZa\V VXUSUiVed, alZa\V delighWed b\
Whe VWUaQgeQeVV aQd UichQeVV Rf WhiQgV, alZa\V aZkZaUd ZheQ faced
ZiWh UiWXali]ed SUacWiceV (eVVeQWial behaYiRXU, QeceVVaU\
cRQdiWiRQiQg), ChaSliQ caSWXUeV RXU RZQ aWWiWXde WRZaUdV WheVe
WUiYial WhiQgV, aQd befRUe RXU YeU\ e\eV. He PakeV iW aSSeaU
VXddeQl\ aPa]iQg, dUaPaWic aQd jR\fXl. He cRPeV aV a VWUaQgeU iQWR



Whe faPiliaU ZRUld, he ZeQdV hiV Za\ WhURXgh iW, QRW ZiWhRXW
ZUeakiQg jR\fXl daPage. SXddeQl\ he diVRUieQWaWeV XV, bXW RQl\ WR
VhRZ XV ZhaW Ze aUe ZheQ faced ZiWh RbjecWV; aQd WheVe RbjecWV
becRPe VXddeQl\ alieQ, Whe faPiliaU iV QR lRQgeU faPiliaU (aV fRU
e[aPSle ZheQ Ze aUUiYe iQ a hRWel URRP, RU a fXUQiVhed hRXVe, aQd
WUiS RYeU Whe fXUQiWXUe, aQd VWUXggle WR geW Whe cRʃee gUiQdeU WR
ZRUk). BXW Yia WhiV deYiaWiRQ WhURXgh diVRUieQWaWiRQ aQd
VWUaQgeQeVV, ChaSliQ UecRQcileV XV RQ a higheU leYel, ZiWh RXUVelYeV,
ZiWh WhiQgV aQd ZiWh Whe hXPaQi]ed ZRUld Rf WhiQgV.

ThXV Whe eVVeQce Rf WhiV hXPRXU iV QRW WR be fRXQd iQ SiW\, QRU
eYeQ iQ VWUaQgeQeVV (alieQaWiRQ), bXW RQ Whe cRQWUaU\ iQ a WUiXPSh
Zhich iV fRUeYeU beiQg UeQeZed aQd fRUeYeU WhUeaWeQed. The dRg, Whe
SUeWW\ giUl, Whe child, aUe QRW ciQePaWic SURSV, bXW elePeQWV
QeceVVaU\ WR Whe PRUe RU leVV cRPSleWe ɹQal YicWRU\.

TheUefRUe ChaSliQ·V ɹUVW ɹlPV Pa\ be VeeQ aV RʃeUiQg a cUiWiTXe
Rf eYeU\da\ life: a cUiWiTXe iQ acWiRQ, a baVicall\ RSWiPiVWic cUiWiTXe,
ZiWh Whe liYiQg, hXPaQ XQiW\ Rf iWV WZR faceV, Whe QegaWiYe aQd Whe
SRViWiYe. HeQce iWV ¶VXcceVV·.

IQ ChaSliQ·V feaWXUe ɹlPV, Whe cUiWiTXe becRPeV bURadeU, WakiQg RQ
a higheU PeaQiQg. The\ cRQfURQW Whe eVWabliVhed (bRXUgeRiV) ZRUld
aQd iWV YaiQ aWWePSWV WR cRPSleWe iWVelf aQd clRVe iWVelf Rʃ, QRW ZiWh
aQRWheU ZRUld bXW ZiWh a W\pe. ThiV W\Se (a dRZQ-aQd-RXW) iV Whe
ePaQaWiRQ Rf WhaW RWheU ZRUld, iWV e[SUeVViRQ, iWV iQWeUQal QeceVViW\,
iWV eVVeQce e[WeUQali]ed aQd \eW VWill iQWeUQal (WR SXW iW abVWUacWl\ aQd
VSecXlaWiYel\, Zhich afWeU all iV hRZ MaU[ e[SUeVVed hiV diVcRYeU\ Rf
Whe SURleWaUiaW aV a claVV).

AV QeceVVaUil\ aV iW SURdXceV PachiQeV aQd PeQ-PachiQeV, Whe
bRXUgeRiV ZRUld SURdXceV deYiaQWV. IW SURdXceV Whe TUaPS, iWV
reYerse image. The UelaWiRQ beWZeeQ Whe TUaPS aQd Whe bRXUgeRiV
RUdeU iV diʃeUeQW WR Whe UelaWiRQ ¶SURleWaUiaW-bRXUgeRiVie·. IQ
SaUWicXlaU iW iV PRUe iPPediaWe, PRUe Sh\Vical, Uel\iQg leVV RQ
cRQceSWV aQd dePaQdV WhaQ RQ iPageV.

B\ iWV falVe aQd illXVRU\ aQd eXShRUic aQd SUeVXPSWXRXV iQViVWeQce
XSRQ Whe Velf, Whe ¶fUee ZRUld· iPPediaWel\ cUeaWeV iWV SXUe QegaWiYe
iPage. ThXV Whe TUaPS-ɹgXUe cRQWaiQV ceUWaiQ chaUacWeUiVWicV Rf Whe
iPage MaU[ SUeVeQWV Rf Whe SURleWaUiaW iQ hiV ShilRVRShical ZUiWiQgV:



Whe SXUe alieQaWiRQ Rf PaQ aQd Whe hXPaQ Zhich iV UeYealed aV
beiQg PRUe deeSl\ hXPaQ WhaQ Whe WhiQgV iW QegaWeV ² QegaWiYiW\
fRUced b\ iWV eVVeQce WR deVWUR\ Whe VRcieW\ WR Zhich aW RQe aQd Whe
VaPe WiPe iW belRQgV aQd dReV QRW belRQg. AQd \eW Whe ¶SRViWiYiW\· Rf
Whe SURleWaUiaW, iWV hiVWRUic PiVViRQ, iV QRW accRPSliVhed RQ Whe
ShilRVRShical RU aeVWheWic leYel; iW iV accRPSliVhed SRliWicall\, aQd
ShilRVRShical cUiWiciVP becRPeV SRliWical cUiWiciVP aQd acWiRQ¬«¬IQ
Whe W\Se aQd Whe ¶P\Wh· SUeVeQWed b\ ChaSliQ, cUiWiciVP iV QRW
VeSaUable fURP Whe Sh\Vical iPage iPPediaWel\ SUeVeQW RQ Whe
VcUeeQ. If WheUefRUe iW UePaiQV liPiWed, iW iV QeYeUWheleVV diUecWl\
acceVVible WR Whe PaVVeV; iW dReV QRW lead WR UeYRlXWiRQaU\ acWiRQ RU
SRliWical cRQVciRXVQeVV, aQd \eW iW XVeV laXghWeU WR VWiU XS Whe PaVVeV
SURfRXQdl\. ThXV iQ hiV beVW ɹlPV ChaSliQ·V hXPRXU WakeV RQ aQ eSic
diPeQViRQ Zhich cRPeV fURP WhiV deeS PeaQiQg. ¶The iPage Rf
alieQaWed PaQ, he UeYealV alieQaWiRQ b\ diVhRQRXUiQg iW.·19

HeUe fRU Whe ɹUVW WiPe Ze eQcRXQWeU a cRPSle[ SURbleP, bRWh
aeVWheWic aQd eWhical, WhaW Rf Whe reYerse image: aQ iPage Rf eYeU\da\
UealiW\, WakeQ iQ iWV WRWaliW\ RU aV a fUagPeQW, UeɻecWiQg WhaW UealiW\ iQ
all iWV deSWh WhroXgh SeRSle, ideaV aQd WhiQgV Zhich aUe aSSaUeQWl\
TXiWe diʃeUeQW fURP eYeU\da\ e[SeUieQce, aQd WheUefRUe e[ceSWiRQal,
deYiaQW, abQRUPal.20

The W\Se cUeaWed b\ ChaSliQ achieYeV XQiYeUValiW\ b\ PeaQV Rf
e[WUePel\ SUeciVe elePeQWV: Whe haW, Whe ZalkiQg VWick aQd Whe
WURXVeUV, all WakeQ fURP LRQdRQ·V SeWW\ bRXUgeRiVie. The WUaQViWiRQ
fURP Whe PiPe WR Whe T\Se PaUkV a daWe aQd aQ e[SaQViRQ iQ
ChaSliQ·V ZRUk, aQ e[SaQViRQ ZiWhiQ Whe ZRUk iWVelf aQd RQe Pade
SRVVible b\ WhaW ZRUk alRQe; VXddeQl\ he SXWV hiV RZQ SUeYiRXVl\
cRQVWUXcWed ɹgXUe (RU iPage) aW Whe ceQWUe Rf hiV ɹlPV. IQ a YeU\
VWURQg VeQVe, he SXWV hiPVelf RQ Whe VWage; aV a UeVXlW, a QeZ
deYelRSPeQW WakeV Slace.

ThXV Whe cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life WakeV Whe fRUP Rf a liYiQg,
dialecWical SaiU: RQ Whe RQe haQd, ¶PRdeUQ WiPeV· (ZiWh eYeU\WhiQg
Whe\ eQWail: bRXUgeRiVie, caSiWaliVP, WechQiTXeV aQd WechQiciW\, eWc.),
aQd RQ Whe RWheU, Whe TUaPS. The UelaWiRQ beWZeeQ WheP iV QRW a
ViPSle RQe. IQ a ɹcWiRQ WUXeU WhaQ UealiW\ aV iW iV iPPediaWel\ giYeQ,
Whe\ gR RQ SURdXciQg aQd deVWUR\iQg RQe aQRWheU ceaVeleVVl\. IQ WhiV



Za\ Whe cRPical SURdXceV Whe WUagic, Whe WUagic deVWUR\V Whe cRPical,
aQd Yice YeUVa; cUXelW\ iV QeYeU abVeQW fURP Whe clRZQiQg; Whe
VeWWiQg fRU Whe clRZQiQg iV cRQVWaQWl\ beiQg bURadeQed: Whe ciW\, Whe
facWRU\, FaVciVP, caSiWaliVW VRcieW\ iQ iWV eQWiUeW\. BXW iV Whe cRPed\
deɹQed b\ iWV XQdeUl\iQg WUaged\, RU b\ iWV YicWRU\ RYeU Whe WUagic?
IW iV iQ Whe VSecWaWRU SeUVRQall\ WhaW ChaUlie ChaSliQ cRQVWaQWl\
PaQageV WR XQiWe WheVe WZR eYeU-SUeVeQW aQd cRQɻicWiQg aVSecWV, Whe
WUagic aQd Whe cRPical; laXghWeU alZa\V PaQageV WR bUeak WhURXgh;
aQd like Whe laXghWeU Rf RabelaiV, SZifW aQd MRliqUe (i.e. Whe
laXghWeU Rf WheiU UeadeUV RU aXdieQceV) iW deQieV, deVWUR\V, libeUaWeV.
SXʃeUiQg iWVelf iV deQied, aQd WhiV deQial iV SXW RQ diVSla\. IQ WhiV
ɹcWiWiRXV QegaWiRQ Ze Ueach Whe liPiWV Rf aUW. OQ leaYiQg Whe
daUkQeVV Rf Whe ciQePa, Ze UediVcRYeU Whe VaPe ZRUld aV befRUe, iW
clRVeV URXQd XV agaiQ. AQd \eW Whe cRPic eYeQW haV WakeQ Slace, aQd
Ze feel decRQWaPiQaWed, UeWXUQed WR QRUPaliW\, SXUiɹed VRPehRZ,
aQd VWURQgeU.

TR VXP XS, RXU aQal\ViV haV VeeQ ChaSliQ aV a W\pe UaWheU WhaQ a
m\Wh, baVed RQ geQeUal chaUacWeUiVWicV (SRRU bXW fXll Rf YiWaliW\ ²
Zeak bXW VWURQg ² UXWhleVVl\ VeekiQg PRQe\, ZRUk, SUeVWige, bXW alVR
lRYe aQd haSSiQeVV). HRZ caQ aQ iPage Zhich VR diUecWl\ UeYealV
ZhaW iV VigQiɹcaQW abRXW Whe VR-called ¶PRdeUQ PaQ· be called
m\Whical?

IQ aQ\ caVe Whe iQWeUeVWiQg WhiQg heUe iV QRW a diVcXVViRQ Rf Whe
ChaSliQ ¶P\Wh· aQd Whe P\Whical chaUacWeU Rf Whe iPage Rf life he
SUeVeQWV; iW iV Whe YeU\ facW WhaW aQ iPage ZiWh iWV URRWV deeS iQ
eYeU\da\ life caQ be VeeQ aV m\Whical, aQd WhaW Whe ZRUd ¶P\Wh· caQ
be XVed WR deVcUibe iW.

MighW WhiV illXViRQ be VigQiɹcaQW RQ a PRUe geQeUal leYel? The
PRVW e[WUaRUdiQaU\ WhiQgV aUe alVR Whe PRVW eYeU\da\; Whe VWUaQgeVW
WhiQgV aUe RfWeQ Whe PRVW WUiYial, aQd Whe cXUUeQW QRWiRQ Rf Whe
¶P\Whical· iV aQ illXVRU\ UeɻecWiRQ Rf WhiV facW. OQce VeSaUaWed fURP
iWV cRQWe[W, i.e. fURP hRZ iW iV iQWeUSUeWed aQd fURP Whe WhiQgV Zhich
UeiQfRUce iW Zhile aW Whe VaPe WiPe PakiQg iW beaUable ² RQce
SUeVeQWed iQ all iWV WUiYialiW\, i.e. iQ all WhaW PakeV iW WUiYial,
VXʃRcaWiQg, RSSUeVViYe ² Whe WUiYial becRPeV e[WUaRUdiQaU\, aQd Whe
habiWXal becRPeV ¶P\Whical·. IQ Whe VaPe Za\, a hXPble SlaQW WakeQ



fURP Whe VRil aQd fURP Whe SlaQWV aURXQd iW, VeeQ XS clRVe, becRPeV
VRPeWhiQg PaUYellRXV. BXW WheQ, RQce iPageV like WhiV haYe beeQ
VeSaUaWed fURP WheiU eYeU\da\ cRQWe[W, iW becRPeV YeU\ diɽcXlW WR
aUWicXlaWe WheP iQ a Za\ Zhich Zill SUeVeQW WheiU eVVeQWial eYeU\da\
TXaliW\. ThiV iV Whe VecUeW Rf WaleQWV like FelliQi·V (La SWrada) RU WhaW
Rf Whe diUecWRUV Rf SalW of Whe EarWh,21 aQd (SeUhaSV) iW RʃeUV a
SRWeQWial Za\ ahead fRU UealiVP¬«22

BUechW ² WhaW gUeaW PaQ Rf Whe WheaWUe ZhR UeceQWl\ SaVVed aZa\ ²
WUied WR UeQeZ UealiVP b\ SURSRViQg a UeYRlXWiRQaU\ fRUPXla: epic
WheaWUe.

ThiV fRUPXla haV SURYRked PRUe WhaQ RQe PiVXQdeUVWaQdiQg. OQ
UeadiQg WhRVe ZRUdV ² iQ a cRXQWU\ ZhRVe cXlWXUe iV WUadiWiRQall\
UefeUUed WR aV ¶hXPaQiVW· ² iW iV eaV\ WR iPagiQe QRble, YiRleQW
acWiRQV XQfRldiQg PajeVWicall\, aQd SURWagRQiVWV ɹghWiQg fRU Whe
cURZQ, fRU WheiU d\QaVW\ RU WheiU lRYeV.

IQ facW ZhaW BUechW PeaQW ZaV a WheaWUe iQ Zhich acWiRQ (aQd
SReWU\) ZRXld be e[SUeVVl\ aQd delibeUaWel\ bURXghW clRVe WR
eYeU\da\ life. WheQ he WUied WR e[SlaiQ Whe PeaQiQg Rf Whe ZRUd
¶eSic·, he XVed Whe e[aPSle Rf a WUaɽc accideQW, ZiWh ZiWQeVVeV
diVcXVViQg ZhaW haSSeQed aQd giYiQg biaVed accRXQWV Rf iW, each
iPSl\iQg a jXdgePeQW (WakiQg a VWaQd, WakiQg VideV) aQd aQ aWWePSW
WR Pake Whe liVWeQeU VhaUe WhaW jXdgePeQW. ¶The eSic WheaWUe ZaQWV
WR eVWabliVh iWV baVic PRdel aW Whe VWUeeW cRUQeU¬«·23

BUechW·V gUeaW Sla\ abRXW GalileR ² WhaW heUR Rf kQRZledge ²
begiQV ZiWh a ¶de-heURi]aWiRQ·:

GALILEO: (Zashing Whe Xpper parW of his bod\, pXɽng, and good-hXmoXred:) PXW Whe Pilk RQ
Whe Wable¬«24

TR XQdeUVWaQd WhiV SURSeUl\, Ze Qeed WR WhiQk abRXW ZhaW iV
haSSeQiQg aURXQd XV, ZiWhiQ XV, each aQd eYeU\ da\. We liYe RQ
faPiliaU WeUPV ZiWh Whe SeRSle iQ RXU RZQ faPil\, RXU RZQ PilieX,
RXU RZQ claVV. ThiV cRQVWaQW iPSUeVViRQ Rf familiariW\ PakeV XV WhiQk
WhaW Ze kQRZ WheP, WhaW WheiU RXWliQeV aUe deɹQed fRU XV, aQd WhaW
Whe\ Vee WhePVelYeV aV haYiQg WhRVe VaPe RXWliQeV. We deɹQe WheP
(PeWeU iV WhiV, PaXl iV WhaW) aQd Ze jXdge WheP. We caQ ideQWif\ ZiWh



WheP RU e[clXde WheP fURP RXU ZRUld. BXW Whe faPiliaU iV QRW
QeceVVaUil\ Whe kQRZQ. AV Hegel Vaid iQ a VeQWeQce Zhich cRXld Zell
VeUYe aV aQ eSigUaSh fRU Whe CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life, ¶WaV iVW
bekaQQW iVW QichW eUkaQQW.· FaPiliaUiW\, ZhaW iV faPiliaU, cRQcealV
hXPaQ beiQgV aQd PakeV WheP diɽcXlW WR kQRZ b\ giYiQg WheP a
PaVk Ze caQ UecRgQi]e, a PaVk WhaW iV PeUel\ Whe lack Rf VRPeWhiQg.
AQd \eW faPiliaUiW\ (PiQe ZiWh RWheU SeRSle, RWheU SeRSle·V ZiWh
Pe) iV b\ QR PeaQV aQ illXViRQ. IW iV Ueal, aQd iV SaUW Rf UealiW\.
MaVkV cliQg WR RXU faceV, WR RXU VkiQ; ɻeVh aQd blRRd haYe becRPe
PaVkV. The SeRSle Ze aUe faPiliaU ZiWh (aQd Ze RXUVelYeV) are ZhaW
Ze UecRgQi]e WheP WR be. The\ Sla\ Whe URleV I haYe caVW WheP iQ
aQd Zhich Whe\ haYe caVW fRU WhePVelYeV. AQd I P\Velf Sla\ a URle
fRU WheP aQd iQ WheP (aQd QRW RQl\ Zhile Whe\ aUe ZaWchiQg), Whe
URle Rf fUieQd, hXVbaQd, lRYeU, faWheU Zhich Whe\ haYe caVW Pe iQ aQd
Zhich I haYe caVW fRU P\Velf. If WheUe ZeUe QR URleV WR Sla\, aQd WhXV
QR faPiliaUiW\, hRZ cRXld Whe cXlWXUal elePeQW RU eWhical elePeQW
Zhich VhRXld PRdif\ aQd hXPaQi]e RXU ePRWiRQV aQd RXU SaVViRQV
be iQWURdXced iQWR life? The RQe iQYRlYeV Whe RWheU. A URle iV QRW a
URle. IW iV VRcial life, aQ iQheUeQW SaUW Rf iW. WhaW iV faked iQ RQe
VeQVe iV ZhaW iV Whe eVVeQWial, Whe PRVW SUeciRXV, Whe hXPaQ, iQ
aQRWheU. AQd ZhaW iV PRVW deUiVRU\ iV ZhaW iV PRVW QeceVVaU\. IW iV
RfWeQ diɽcXlW WR diVWiQgXiVh beWZeeQ ZhaW iV faked aQd ZhaW iV
QaWXUal, QRW WR Va\ QawYe (aQd Ze VhRXld diVWiQgXiVh beWZeeQ a
QaWXUal QawYeW\ aQd Whe QaWXUalQeVV Zhich iV a SURdXcW Rf high
cXlWXUe).

The ZaiWeU iQ a cafp iV QRW Sla\iQg aW beiQg a ZaiWeU. He is RQe.25

AQd he iV QRW RQe. He iV QRW VelliQg hiV WiPe (fRU ZRUkiQg aQd liYiQg)
iQ e[chaQge fRU Whe URle Rf a ZaiWeU. AQd iW iV SUeciVel\ ZheQ he iV
Sla\iQg aW beiQg a ZaiWeU (aQd a YiUWXRVR iQ Whe aUW Rf caUU\iQg
RYeUladeQ WUa\V, eWc.) iQ fURQW Rf hiV cXVWRPeUV WhaW he iV QR lRQgeU a
ZaiWeU; b\ Sla\iQg hiPVelf he WUaQVceQdV hiPVelf. MRUeRYeU, iW iV
ceUWaiQ WhaW a ZRUkeU dReV QRW Sla\ aW beiQg a ZRUkeU aQd cRXld QRW
WUaQVceQd hiPVelf if he did. He iV cRPSleWel\ ¶WhaW·, aQd aW Whe VaPe
WiPe he iV cRPSleWel\ RWheU aQd VRPeWhiQg elVe: head Rf Whe faPil\,
RU aQ iQdiYidXal eageU WR eQjR\ life, RU a UeYRlXWiRQaU\ PiliWaQW. FRU
hiP aQd ZiWhiQ hiP, aW hiV beVW PRPeQWV aQd hiV ZRUVW,



cRQWUadicWiRQV aQd alieQaWiRQV aUe aW a Pa[iPXP. FRU XV, iQ RXU
VRcieW\, ZiWh Whe fRUPV Rf e[chaQge aQd Whe diYiViRQ Rf labRXU Zhich
gRYeUQ iW, WheUe iV QR VRcial UelaWiRQ ² UelaWiRQ ZiWh Whe RWheU ²
ZiWhRXW a ceUWaiQ alieQaWiRQ. AQd each iQdiYidXal e[iVWV VRciall\ RQl\
b\ aQd ZiWhiQ hiV alieQaWiRQ, jXVW aV he caQ RQl\ be fRU hiPVelf
ZiWhiQ aQd b\ hiV deSUiYaWiRQ (hiV priYaWe cRQVciRXVQeVV).26

IW ZRXld be WRR ViPSle WR WeaU Rʃ Whe PaVkV aQd VhaWWeU Whe URleV;
WR cU\ ¶faceV aUe QRWhiQg PRUe WhaQ PaVkV· iV Whe aQVZeU Rf c\Qical
iURQ\, Whe VRlXWiRQ a caUWRRQiVW PighW cRPe XS ZiWh. AQ iUUeleYaQW
VRlXWiRQ, ViQce Whe\ aUe WhaW ² aQd Whe\ aUe QRW WhaW ² aQd WhXV Whe\
eVcaSe iURQ\ RQ WZR cRXQWV. SWill, Whe YeU\ facW WhaW iURQ\ iV SRVVible
iPPediaWel\ UeYealV Whe iPSRVVibiliW\ Rf aQ\ WUXe ideQWiɹcaWiRQ ZiWh
¶beiQgV· ZhR aUe QRW ideQWical ZiWh WhePVelYeV. NRZ faPiliaUiW\
UelieV XSRQ aSSaUeQW ideQWiɹcaWiRQ, XSRQ a belief iQ ideQWiɹcaWiRQ:
XSRQ a SUacWical cUedXliW\. IURQ\ begiQV bUeakiQg WhiV belief XS;
ZiWhRXW QeceVVaUil\ SXWWiQg a reasonable disWance beWZeeQ XV aQd Whe
SeRSle Ze liYe ZiWh, iW allRZV XV WR begiQ aSSUeciaWiQg Whe diVWaQce
beWZeeQ WheP aQd WheiU RZQ VelYeV, beWZeeQ WheP aQd XV. IURQ\ iV
QeceVVaU\, iW iV a SRZeUfXl ZeaSRQ eWhicall\ aQd aeVWheWicall\, bXW iW
iV QRW eQRXgh. IW Sla\V a PRPeQWaU\ URle iQ Whe cUiWiTXe WhaW
eYeU\RQe PakeV ² PRUe RU leVV ² Rf WheiU RZQ eYeU\da\ liYeV aQd iW
caQQRW be diVUegaUded. IQ BUechW ² iQ hiV SReWU\ aV iQ hiV Sla\V ²
WheUe iV a cRQVWaQW XQdeUl\iQg iURQ\, \eW WhiV iURQ\ iV alZa\V
WUaQVceQded b\ a PRUe deeSl\ VeUiRXV iQWeQW.

TheUe iV aQ iQWeQVe feeliQg Zhich caQ be UaUe RU fUeTXeQW iQ life,
accRUdiQg WR ZhR RQe iV, bXW Zhich iV ceUWaiQl\ fUeTXeQW iQ QaUUaWiYe
ɹcWiRQ, aQd Zhich caQ be SXW PRUe RU leVV iQ Whe fRllRZiQg Za\: ¶He
Ueali]ed WhaW WhiV ZRPaQ ZhR had beeQ VhaUiQg hiV bed fRU Whe laVW
WeQ \eaUV ZaV QRWhiQg PRUe WhaQ a VWUaQgeU WR hiP¬ «¬ GeUPaiQe
lRRked aW RRgeU iQ aPa]ePeQW; iW ZaV aV WhRXgh Vhe ZaV VeeiQg hiP
fRU Whe ɹUVW WiPe¬«·

FRU Whe aXdieQce iQ a WheaWUe, WhiV VXUSUiVe PXVW be Pade WR laVW.
AQd Whe diVWaQce beWZeeQ Whe chaUacWeUV, aV beWZeeQ Whe chaUacWeUV
aQd WheiU RZQ VelYeV, PXVW be deWeUPiQed b\ Whe diVWaQce beWZeeQ
Whe aXdieQce, Whe VWage aQd Whe acWRUV. The\ PXVW be Slaced aW a
UeaVRQable diVWaQce. BXW WhiV iV jXVW a WechQical SURbleP, aW leaVW aV



faU aV BUechW iV cRQceUQed. NR dRXbW Whe eVVeQWial WhiQg iV WhaW iQ Whe
WZeQWieWh ceQWXU\ Whe SeRSle Ze liYe ZiWh haYe QRWhiQg iQ cRPPRQ
ZiWh claVVical characWers, SUeciVel\ becaXVe Whe\ Sla\ a role iQ life.

IQ Whe gUeaW claVVical dUaPaV, b\ YiUWXe Rf a cRQWUadicWiRQ fRU
Zhich Whe\ RʃeU a PagQiɹceQW VRlXWiRQ, characWers aUe QRW
characWers. The\ aUe XWWeUl\ ViQceUe, aXWheQWicall\ ViQceUe, eYeQ ZheQ
Whe\ aUe SUeWeQdiQg. The\ aUe QRW acWiQg, aQd WhiV iV Zh\ acWRUV aUe
able WR iPSeUVRQaWe WheP cRPSleWel\. The aXdieQce caQ ideQWif\
ZiWh Zell-deɹQed ¶beiQgV· aQd ¶QaWXUeV·. CRQYeUVel\, all aURXQd XV,
iQ Ueal life, chaUacWeUV Ueall\ aUe chaUacWeUV; Sla\V Zhich aWWePSW WR
UeSUeVeQW WheP (iQ RWheU ZRUdV WR SUeVeQW ZhaW iV hiddeQ iQ life iQ a
cleaU Za\ aQd aW a UeaVRQable diVWaQce) PXVW gR be\RQd Whe claVVical
cRQceSW Rf characWer. We aUe dealiQg ZiWh SeRSle abRXW ZhRP iW iV
iPSRVVible WR Va\ eiWheU ZhaW Whe\ aUe RU ZhaW Whe\ aUe QRW; abRXW
ZhRP Ze caQQRW Va\ WhaW Whe\ aUe QRW ² WhaW Whe\ RQl\ aSSeaU WR be
² ZhaW Whe\ aUe, QRU WhaW Whe\ aUe RU aSSeaU WR be ZhaW Whe\ aUe QRW.
The\ aUe XQdeɹQed aQd \eW Whe\ aUe, aQd ZiWh a YeQgeaQce.
PUeVeQce-abVeQce dReV QRW fXQcWiRQ RQ Whe leYel Rf Whe iPage RU Whe
iPagiQaU\, bXW iQ life. ThiV iV SUeciVel\ Zh\ aQ aZaUeQeVV Rf ZhaW iV
faPiliaU becRPeV WUaQVfRUPed iQWR aQ aZaUeQeVV Rf VRPeWhiQg
VWUaQge. AV VRRQ aV Ze geW Ueall\ clRVe WR VRPeRQe, Ze Va\ WR
RXUVelYeV: ¶He·V aQ Rdd W\Se Rf chaS¬«¬She·V aQ Rdd W\Se Rf giUl.·
EYeU\ ¶W\Se·, b\ Zhich Ze PeaQ eYeU\ iQdiYidXal (Whe RSSRViWe Rf
W\pical) iV aQ Rdd W\Se Rf SeUVRQ.27 The fRllRZiQg cRQYeUVaWiRQ cRXld
be abRXW aQ\RQe: ¶YRX·Ue e[aggeUaWiQg. I dRQ·W WhiQk he·V QeaUl\ aV
cRPSlicaWed aV WhaW.· ¶ThaW·V becaXVe \RX dRQ·W kQRZ hiP Zell
eQRXgh.· ¶HRQeVWl\, he·V Ueall\ YeU\ Qice.· ¶WhR WR? HiV fUieQdV. HiV
liWWle cliTXe. BXW aV faU aV I·P cRQceUQed¬«· ¶IW·V heU faXlW, Whe biWch.·
¶CRPe RQ, dRQ·W be VR haUd RQ heU¬«· AQd VR RQ¬«

OQe SRVVible RXWcRPe Rf WhiV iV PiUaQdellRiVP, Zhich haV beeQ
faVhiRQable fRU VR lRQg WhaW iW PXVW haYe a deeS PeaQiQg. PiUaQdellR
iQiWiaWed a WheaWUe Zhich iV alPRVW SeUfecWl\ sWaWic, aQd Zhich
UeceQWl\ haV becRPe eYeQ PRUe VR.28 NRWhiQg haSSeQV bXW a VeUieV
Rf iQWeUSUeWaWiRQV aQd SRiQWV Rf YieZ Zhich Vhed lighW RQ a SaVW,
abVeQW RU XQkQRZQ eYeQW. PiUaQdellRiVP e[SUeVVed iQ WeUPV Rf Whe
WheaWUe Whe UelaWiYiW\ ² Whe abVRlXWe UelaWiYiW\ ² Rf chaUacWeUV aQd



jXdgePeQWV, aQ iPSRUWaQW diVcRYeU\ Rf ¶PRdeUQ WiPeV· iQ bRXUgeRiV
VRcieW\. TheUe aUe RQl\ SRiQWV Rf YieZ, SeUVSecWiYeV, PaVkV aQd
URleV. TUXWh iV dUaSed iQ YeilV; iW caQ be deɹQed RQl\ b\ aQ eQdleVV
VXcceVViRQ Rf SRiQWV Rf YieZ.

AQd \eW WheUe iV VRPeWhiQg iQ life Zhich PiUaQdellRiVP caQQRW
cRQWaiQ aQd Zhich eVcaSeV iW: Whe acWiRQ, Whe eYeQW, Whe deciViRQ, Whe
ɹQal RXWcRPe aQd Whe QeceVViW\ fRU a ɹQal RXWcRPe; acWiRQV, aQd
jXdgePeQWV abRXW acWiRQV, iQ Whe VeQVe iQ Zhich Whe\ iQYRlYe
deciViRQV. EYeQ ZheQ Ze aUe Sla\iQg, RU abRYe all ZheQ Ze aUe
Sla\iQg, Ze haYe WR Pake deciViRQV.29 TR Sla\ iV WR WUaQVfRUP RXU
SRiQW Rf YieZ iQWR a deciViRQ b\ cRQfURQWiQg chaQce aQd
deWeUPiQiVP iQ Whe abVeQce Rf adeTXaWe iQfRUPaWiRQ abRXW RXU
RSSRQeQW·V gaPe. We PXVW la\ RXU caUdV RQ Whe Wable, Pake RXU
Sla\. AQd TXickl\. We PXVW Pake a deciViRQ. We dR QRW haYe all Whe
WiPe iQ Whe ZRUld, eiWheU WR VhXʀe Whe Sack RU WR WhiQk abRXW RXU
SaUWQeU·V haQd. IQ aQ\ caVe, ZRXld all Whe WiPe iQ Whe ZRUld VXSSl\
XV ZiWh cRPSleWe iQfRUPaWiRQ? WRXld iW e[haXVW chaQce aQd
deWeUPiQaWiRQ? WRXld iW cRPe aQ\ZheUe QeaU XQcRYeUiQg WheiU
XQiW\? WheQ Ze aUe QRW Sla\iQg (iQ RWheU ZRUdV ZheQ Ze aUe liYiQg
VeUiRXVl\) Ze alVR cRPe WR deciViRQV iQ Whe abVeQce Rf adeTXaWe
iQfRUPaWiRQ, cRQfURQWiQg chaQce aQd deWeUPiQiVP aQd WheUefRUe
Sla\iQg iQ Whe deeSeVW PeaQiQg Rf Whe ZRUd.

AW WhiV SRiQW Ze Pa\ aW laVW be deɹQiQg aQd gUaVSiQg VRPeWhiQg
WhaW BUechW XQdeUVWRRd SURfRXQdl\. We aUe QeYeU Ueall\ VXUe ZheUe
acWiRQV, deciViRQV RU eYeQWV VSUiQg fURP.30 BXW, iQ all WheiU VWaUk
UealiW\, Whe UeVXlWV aUe Where. WhaW lieV hiddeQ ZiWhiQ PeQ aQd
ZRPeQ iV be\RQd RXU gUaVS; Pa\be WheVe hiddeQ deSWhV aUe RQl\ aQ
iQVXbVWaQWial PiVW, aQd QRW a SURfRXQd VXbVWaQce (a GrXnd, a QaWXUe,
aQ XQcRQVciRXV belRQgiQg WR Whe iQdiYidXal RU a gURXS); iW Pa\ RQl\
be a P\Wh. MeQ aQd ZRPeQ aUe be\RQd XV. BXW Whe baWWle, hRZeYeU
cRQfXVed, alZa\V haV aQ RXWcRPe. TheUe, befRUe XV, lieV a child, a
caVXalW\, RU a cRUSVe; a PaUUiage, a life WRgeWheU WR RUgaQi]e RU WR
diVUXSW, a Slace WR liYe WR be fRXQd; VXʃeUiQg WR eQdXUe RU aYRid ²
SleaVXUe WR eQjR\ RU VSRil; a deciViRQ WR ha]aUd aQd acceSW ZiWh all
iWV cRQVeTXeQceV (aQd WhiV ZiWhRXW adeTXaWe iQfRUPaWiRQ, RU haYiQg
lRVW iQfRUPaWiRQ eQ URXWe, eWc.).31 UQceUWaiQW\ iV QRW ZiWhRXW iWV



chaUP RU iQWeUeVW; iW caQ QeYeU laVW lRQg. IW PaiQWaiQV aPbigXiW\,
keeSiQg ZhaW iV SRVVible iQ a VWaWe Rf SRVVibiliW\, allRZiQg XV WR Wake
RXU SleaVXUe iQ ZhaW ValpU\ called Whe ZhRUehRXVe Rf SRVVibiliWieV; iW
caQ eYeQ RVcillaWe beWZeeQ Whe cRPical aQd Whe dUaPaWic, bXW Ze
PXVW chRRVe. We Zeigh Whe SURV aQd Whe cRQV, bXW WheUe iV QR WelliQg
ZheQ VRPeWhiQg QeZ RQ RQe Vide Rf Whe VcaleV Zill cRPe WR
RXWZeigh Whe RWheU. SR deciViRQV Pa\ UiSeQ like fUXiW RQ a WUee, bXW
Whe\ QeYeU fall Rf WheiU RZQ accRUd; Ze PXVW alZa\V cXW Whe VWeP,
Ze PXVW eYeQ chRRVe Whe PRPeQW Rf chRice¬«32 HeQce Whe iQɹQiWel\
cRPSle[, SURfRXQd aQd cRQWUadicWRU\ chaUacWeU Rf life iV giYeQ aQ
elePeQW Zhich iV alZa\V QeZ, aQd Zhich iV iQdeed cRQVWaQWl\ beiQg
UeQeZed b\ kQRZledge.

TR SXW iW PRUe cleaUl\ RU PRUe abVWUacWl\, ambigXiW\ iV a caWegRU\
Rf eYeU\da\ life, aQd SeUhaSV aQ eVVeQWial caWegRU\. IW QeYeU e[haXVWV
iWV UealiW\; fURP Whe aPbigXiW\ Rf cRQVciRXVQeVVeV aQd ViWXaWiRQV
VSUiQg fRUWh acWiRQV, eYeQWV, UeVXlWV, ZiWhRXW ZaUQiQg. TheVe, aW
leaVW, haYe cleaU-cXW RXWliQeV. The\ PaiQWaiQ a haUd, iQciViYe
RbjecWiYiW\ Zhich cRQVWaQWl\ diVSeUVeV Whe lXPiQRXV YaSRXUV Rf
aPbigXiW\ ² RQl\ WR leW WheP UiVe RQce agaiQ.

PhilRVRSheUV aQd SV\chRlRgiVWV haYe cRQfXVed Whe iVVXe b\
VRPeWiPeV aWWUibXWiQg WhiV ¶beiQg-WheUe· Rf UeVXlWV WR cRQVciRXVQeVV
RU beiQg, UaWheU WhaQ WR acWiRQV aQd deciViRQV, aQd VRPeWiPeV
aWWUibXWiQg aPbigXiW\ WR ShilRVRShicall\ deɹQed e[iVWeQce UaWheU
WhaQ WR Whe eYeU\da\ aV VXch.

FeeliQgV aQd deViUeV caQ haUdl\ chRRVe. The\ ZRXld like WR
chRRVe, Whe\ ZRXld like QRW WR chRRVe, WR SRVVeVV iQcRPSaWibleV all
aW Whe VaPe WiPe: VeYeUal VkillV, VeYeUal SRVVibiliWieV, VeYeUal fXWXUeV,
VeYeUal lRYeV. PUacWicall\, Whe UeTXiUePeQW WR acW aQd WR Pake
deciViRQV iPSRVeV chRice. BXW WR chRRVe iV WR make a jXdgemenW. We
haYe QR kQRZledge Rf Whe hXPaQ acWiRQV Zhich gR RQ aURXQd XV;
Whe\ eVcaSe XV jXVW aV RXU RZQ VelYeV eVcaSe XV. AQd \eW Ze PXVW
make jXdgemenWs. AQd eYeQ befRUe RU afWeU Whe eSic PRPeQW Rf
deciViRQ RU acWiRQ, Ze PXVW gR RQ PakiQg eYeU PRUe aQd PRUe
jXdgePeQWV. IW iV Whe RQl\ VRlid gURXQd, Whe RQl\ XQchaQgiQg
UeTXiUePeQW aPid all life·V XSV aQd dRZQV, iWV RQe a[iV. SXch aUe Whe
YaUied aVSecWV Rf Whe eYeU\da\: ɻXcWXaWiRQV beQeaWh VWable PaVkV



aQd aSSeaUaQceV Rf VWabiliW\, Whe Qeed WR Pake jXdgePeQWV aQd
deciViRQV. BXW QRWhiQg iV aV diɽcXlW aQd aV daQgeURXV aV PakiQg
jXdgePeQWV. ¶JXdge QRW.· FURP Whe YeU\ begiQQiQgV Rf VRcial life,
PeQ haYe beeQ RbVeVVed b\ Whe fXQcWiRQ Rf Whe JXdge, aQd Whe
SRZeUfXl ɹghW aPRQg WhePVelYeV WR e[eUciVe iW. The JXdge
SURQRXQceV, PakeV iUUeYRcable deciViRQV accRUdiQg WR Whe laZ aV iW
VWaQdV, RU iQ Whe cRXUW Rf aSSeal. He PXVW ePbRd\ jXVWice, RU LaZ, RU
Whe fRUce Rf TUXWh. GRd SaVVeV fRU VXSUePe jXdge, aQd Whe P\Wh Rf
Whe LaVW JXdgePeQW iV a PighW\ iPage, Whe PRVW VWUikiQg iQ Whe PRVW
elabRUaWe Rf all UeligiRQV. The hXPaQ PaVVeV VXVWaiQ WhiV gUeaW hRSe:
Whe JXdge Zill cRPe. FRU RUdiQaU\ PeQ, eYeU\ RQe Rf Whe
iQQXPeUable liWWle jXdgePeQWV UeTXiUed iQ life iPSlieV a UiVk aQd a
ZageU. We aUe VR XVed WR PakiQg PiVWakeV abRXW RXU fellRZ PaQ
WhaW gRRd VeQVe WellV XV WR be ZaU\ Rf SaVViQg jXdgePeQW,
diVaSSURYeV Rf haVW\ YeUdicWV, aQd, TXiWe UighWl\, deQRXQceV
SUejXdice. AV a UeVXlW Ze ɹQd iW eaVieU WR jXdge a glRbal VRcieW\ WhaQ
WR jXdge PeQ. EYeU\ caSiWaliVW iV a PaQ; ZiWhiQ hiP, XS WR a SRiQW,
Whe PaQ aQd Whe caSiWaliVW aUe iQ cRQɻicW. E[WUePe caVeV ² Whe
caSiWaliVW ZhR iV Whe cRPSleWe iQcaUQaWiRQ Rf PRQe\ aQd caSiWal ²
aUe UaUe. GeQeUall\, WheUe aUe WZR RU PRUe cRQWUadicWRU\ VSiUiWV
liYiQg iQVide Whe caSiWaliVW (iQ SaUWicXlaU, aV MaU[ QRWed, Whe
cRe[iVWiQg QeedV Rf eQjR\PeQW aQd accXPXlaWiRQ WeaU hiP aSaUW). IW
iV WheUefRUe bRWh eaVieU aQd PRUe eTXiWable WR cRQdePQ a VRcieW\
WhaQ WR cRQdePQ a PaQ.

BUechW SeUceiYed Whe eSic cRQWeQW Rf eYeU\da\ life VXSeUbl\: Whe
haUdQeVV Rf acWiRQV aQd eYeQWV, Whe QeceVViW\ Rf jXdgiQg. TR WhiV he
added aQ acXWe aZaUeQeVV Rf Whe alieQaWiRQ WR be fRXQd iQ WhiV VaPe
eYeU\da\ life. TR Vee SeRSle SURSeUl\ Ze Qeed WR Slace WheP aW a
UeaVRQable, Zell-jXdged diVWaQce, like Whe RbjecWV Ze Vee befRUe XV.
TheQ WheiU PaQ\-Vided VWUaQgeQeVV becRPeV aSSaUeQW: iQ UelaWiRQ WR
RXUVelYeV, bXW alVR ZiWhiQ WhePVelYeV aQd iQ UelaWiRQ WR WhePVelYeV.
IQ WhiV VWUaQgeQeVV lieV WheiU WUXWh, Whe WUXWh Rf WheiU alieQaWiRQ. IW iV
WheQ WhaW cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf alieQaWiRQ ² WhaW VWUaQge aZaUeQeVV Rf Whe
VWUaQge ² libeUaWeV XV, RU begiQV WR libeUaWe XV, fURP alieQaWiRQ. ThiV
iV Whe WUXWh. AQd aW Whe PRPeQW Rf WUXWh Ze aUe VXddeQl\
diVRUieQWaWed b\ RWheUV aQd b\ RXUVelYeV. TR lRRk aW WhiQgV fURP aQ



alien VWaQdSRiQW ² e[WeUQall\ aQd fURP a UeaVRQable diVWaQce ² iV WR
lRRk aW WhiQgV WrXl\. BXW WhiV VWUaQge aQd alieQ Za\ Rf lRRkiQg aW
WhiQgV, diVRUieQWaWed bXW WUXe, iV Whe Za\ childUeQ, SeaVaQWV, ZRPeQ
Rf Whe SeRSle, QawYe aQd ViPSle fRlk lRRk. AQd Whe\ aUe afUaid Rf
ZhaW Whe\ Vee. FRU WhiV PaQ\-Vided alieQaWiRQ iV QR jRke. We liYe iQ
a ZRUld iQ Zhich Whe beVW becRPeV Whe ZRUVW; ZheUe QRWhiQg iV PRUe
daQgeURXV WhaQ heUReV aQd gUeaW PeQ; ZheUe eYeU\ WhiQg iQclXdiQg
fUeedRP (eYeQ WhRXgh iW iV QRW a WhiQg) aQd UeYRlW, chaQgeV iQWR iWV
RZQ RSSRViWe.

BUechW gaYe e[aPSleV bRUURZed fURP eYeU\da\ life. HiV
VerfremdXngseʃekW haV becRPe faPRXV, bXW VRPe WechQicall\
iQcliQed VWage diUecWRUV WeQd WR WXUQ iW iQWR a WheaWUical deYice; Whe\
achieYe a VSeciɹc eʃecW ZiWh a cRXSle Rf WUickV Rf lighW aQd VhadRZ,
RU ZiWh iQcideQWal PXVic RXW Rf keeSiQg ZiWh Whe Ueal VSecWacle.
WheQ BUechW VhRZed Whe VWUaQgeQeVV Rf Whe eYeU\da\, SRiQWiQg XS
WhaW cRQWUadicWiRQ ZiWhiQ Whe faPiliaU, ZheUeb\ iW ePbUaceV bRWh Whe
WUiYial aQd Whe e[WUaRUdiQaU\, he ZaV alUead\ SURWeVWiQg agaiQVW WhiV
kiQd Rf WechQRcUaWic iQWeUSUeWaWiRQ. A lRUU\ haV jXVW UXQ RYeU a
SaVVeU-b\. PRlicePeQ UXQ WR Whe VceQe, SeRSle gaWheU URXQd,
diVcXVViQg ZhaW haV haSSeQed. The\ WU\ WR UecRQVWUXcW Whe eYeQW,
bXW aUe XQable WR dR VR. The ZiWQeVVeV diVagUee. The dUiYeU WUieV WR
e[RQeUaWe hiPVelf, WhURZiQg Whe blaPe RQ Whe YicWiP. The facW, Whe
eYeQW, iV WheUe, iQ all iWV VWaUk aQd gRU\ UealiW\. EYeU\RQe jXdgeV RU
WUieV WR jXdge, eYeU\RQe WakeV VideV aQd PakeV hiV deciViRQ.

ThiV iV Whe aSSURach hiVWRUiaQV ² ZhR PXVW Pake jXdgePeQWV
VRRQeU RU laWeU ² VWill haYe WRZaUdV cUiWici]iQg eYideQce.

BUechW·V eSic WheaWUe UejecWV claVVical WUaQVSaUeQc\ (aV iW haSSeQV,
a deceSWiYe WUaQVSaUeQc\ Zhich iQ SUiQciSle e[WeQdV WR Whe cRQɻicWV
aQd SURblePV SUeVeQWed, WR Whe lRgical XQfRldiQg Rf Whe acWiRQV aQd
eYeQWV). If he VWaUWV fURP a ¶cRPPRQSlace·, iW iV Whe RSSRViWe Rf Whe
claVVical ¶kRiQRQ·,33 aQd iV WakeQ fURP Whe eYeU\da\. He VWaUWV fURP
diVagUeePeQW, diYeUgeQce, diVWRUWiRQ. The Sla\ ² RU Whe VceQe ² SRVeV
a cRPSleWe SURbleP Zhich haV QRW beeQ UeVRlYed iQ adYaQce, aQd
Zhich iV cRQVeTXeQWl\ iUUiWaWiQg, ePbaUUaVViQg. TR begiQ ZiWh,
BUechW cRQfURQWV Whe VSecWaWRU ZiWh aQ acWiRQ RU aQ eYeQW (Whe
TXaUUel beWZeeQ Whe KRlkhR]iaQV iQ The CaXcasian Chalk Circle, fRU



e[aPSle). He leaYeV Whe VSecWaWRU iQ a (fRU hiP) diVWXUbiQg
e[WeUQaliW\. IQVWead Rf PakiQg hiP SaUWiciSaWe iQ aQ acWiRQ RU ZiWh
deɹQed ¶chaUacWeUV·, Whe VWage acWiRQ libeUaWeV hiP: iW ¶aURXVeV hiV
caSaciW\ fRU acWiRQ, fRUceV hiP WR Pake deciViRQV¬«¬he iV Pade WR
face VRPeWhiQg [b\] aUgXPeQW·.34 Called XSRQ WR Pake a jXdgePeQW,
Rbliged WR cRPe WR a deciViRQ, Whe aXdieQce heViWaWeV. AQd iQ WhiV
Za\ Whe acWiRQ iV WUaQVfeUUed WR ZiWhiQ Whe VSecWaWRU. WiWhRXW beiQg
aZaUe Rf iW, aQd alWhRXgh eYeU\WhiQg iV cleaUl\ haSSeQiQg iQ fXll
YieZ, Whe VSecWaWRU becRPeV Whe liYiQg cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf Whe
cRQWUadicWiRQV Rf Whe Ueal.

AQd iV iW Ueall\ accXUaWe WR Va\ WhaW WhiV WheaWUe e[clXdeV ePRWiRQ?
IW e[clXdeV ePRWiRQ Rf a Pagical QaWXUe, Whe kiQd WhaW allRZV RU
iPSlieV SaUWiciSaWiRQ aQd ideQWiɹcaWiRQ. BXW Pa\be BUechW·V WheaWUe
iV aiPiQg WR bUiQg fRUWh QeZ fRUPV Rf ePRWiRQ aQd iPageV b\
acWXall\ UiddiQg WheP Rf ZhaWeYeU Pagic Whe iPagiQaWiRQ haV
UeWaiQed.35 If WhiV ZeUe QRW Whe caVe, if BUechW·V WheaWUe ZeUe
UeVWUicWed PeUel\ WR eYRkiQg VWaWeV Rf PiQd, WhiV iV ZheUe iW ZRXld
cRPe XS agaiQVW iWV RZQ liPiWaWiRQV, aQd faiUl\ VeYeUe liPiWaWiRQV
Whe\ ZRXld be. AV iW haSSeQV, iW SURYideV a PRdel fRU aUW libeUaWed
fURP Pagic.36 AQd WhaW iV a gUeaW iQQRYaWiRQ. BUechW XQUaYelV Whe
cRQWUadicWiRQV Rf eYeU\da\ life aQd libeUaWeV XV fURP WheP. FRU
Pagic Sla\V aQ iPPeQVe URle iQ eYeU\da\ life, be iW iQ ePRWiRQal
ideQWiɹcaWiRQ aQd SaUWiciSaWiRQ ZiWh ¶RWheU SeRSle· RU iQ Whe
WhRXVaQd liWWle UiWXalV aQd geVWXUeV XVed b\ eYeU\ SeUVRQ, eYeU\
faPil\, eYeU\ gURXS. BXW iQ SUacWical life aV iQ ideRlRg\, WhiV Pagic
RQl\ VigQiɹeV Whe illXViRQV PeQ haYe abRXW WhePVelYeV, aQd WheiU
lack Rf SRZeU. AQd eYeU\da\ life iV deɹQed b\ cRQWUadicWiRQV:
illXViRQ aQd WUXWh, SRZeU aQd helSleVVQeVV, Whe iQWeUVecWiRQ Rf Whe
VecWRU PaQ cRQWURlV aQd Whe VecWRU he dReV QRW cRQWURl.

IQ BUechW·V WheaWUe, Whe SURWagRQiVWV aUe Slaced iQ Whe fXll glaUe Rf
Whe VWage-lighWV, bXW Whe YeU\ bUilliaQce Rf Whe lighWV aQd Whe baUeQeVV
Rf Whe dUaPaWic VSace delibeUaWel\ iVRlaWe aQd diVWaQce WheP. ThXV
Whe aXdieQce caQ ideQWif\ QeiWheU ZiWh Whe dUaPaWic deYelRSPeQW
QRU ZiWh VXch-aQd-VXch a ¶heUR· RU ¶chaUacWeU·. IW iV QRW eYeQ a bad
WhiQg ² aW leaVW QRZ aQd WheQ ² fRU Whe SURWagRQiVW WR be
XQV\PSaWheWic, iUUiWaWiQg; WhiV helSV WR acceQWXaWe Whe diVWaQce. The



VSecWaWRU ZeighV Whe SURV aQd Whe cRQV; he ZaiWV fRU Whe Sla\ WR RʃeU
hiP aUgXPeQWV, bXW iW dReV VR RQl\ iQ a Za\ Zhich dela\V
jXdgePeQW, RU SURYRkeV jXdgePeQW ZiWhRXW la\iQg dRZQ ZhaW iW
VhRXld be. A dialRgXe beWZeeQ Whe VSecWaWRU aQd Whe VSecWacle (RQe
daUe QRW Va\ aXWhRU) iV eVWabliVhed Zhich bUiQgV a gURZiQg WeQViRQ,
UelieYed b\ PXVical iQWeUlXdeV (Whe ¶VRQgV·).37 The VSecWaWRU caQQRW
Uela[. He iV QRW allRZed WR. He PXVW Wake VideV. PRliWical, SXblic,
cRQWUadicWRU\, Whe Sla\ iV fXQdaPeQWall\ QR diʃeUeQW fURP a
PeeWiQg. The SaUadR[ heUe iV WhaW BUechW ² ZhR ZaV QeYeU a
SRliWiciaQ, ZhR ZaV QeYeU a PePbeU Rf Whe CRPPXQiVW PaUW\, ZhR
had diɽcXlWieV ZiWh Whe EaVW GeUPaQ aXWhRUiWieV ² QeYeUWheleVV
RʃeUV a PRdel fRU a SRliWical aUW WR Zhich WakiQg VideV aQd PakiQg a
VWaQd aUe fXQdaPeQWal. GeQXiQel\ VR: PakiQg Whe aXdieQce dR VR,
ZiWhRXW SUeVeQWiQg iW aV a faiW accompli, ZiWhRXW e[SlaiQiQg iW RU
iPSRViQg iW dRgPaWicall\. HeQce Whe PiVXQdeUVWaQdiQgV abRXW hiP,
Zhich ZeUe aV SaiQfXl aV Whe\ ZeUe UidicXlRXV.

FaU fURP aWWePSWiQg WR SXUif\ SaVViRQV aQd ePRWiRQV ² e[ceSW iQ
Whe PRVW fXQdaPeQWal VeQVe Rf deliYeUiQg WheP fURP Whe UealP Rf
Pagic ² BUechWiaQ VWage QaUUaWiYe VWiUV WheP XS. ThXV iW cRQdeQVeV a
becRPiQg aQalRgRXV ZiWh SUacWical becRPiQg: Whe e[SlRUaWiRQ Rf
SRWeQWialiWieV, Whe WUaQViWiRQ fURP SRVVibiliWieV WR acWiRQV aQd
deciViRQV. The deQRXePeQW iV Whe PRPeQW ZheQ a jXdgePeQW iV
SaVVed, a VWaQd Pade, a Vide WakeQ. TheUefRUe Whe RbjecW Rf Whe Sla\
iV VRPeWhiQg XQkQRZQ aQd VRPeWhiQg VWUaQge: aQ eYeQW iQ Whe
hiVWRUical VeQVe, a VRcial PaQ, UaWheU WhaQ a ¶SlRW· RU ¶ViWXaWiRQ· giYeQ
RU deWeUPiQable iQ Whe UelaWiRQVhiSV beWZeeQ Whe chaUacWeUV. ThXV
Whe acWiRQ caQ YeU\ eaVil\ be cXW XS iQWR diVWiQcW PRPeQWV, iQWR
UelaWiYel\ iQdeSeQdeQW ¶VceQeV·. IW lRVeV Whe claVVical chaUacWeUiVWicV
Rf XQiW\ aQd cRQWiQXRXV PRYePeQW, ZheUe a coXp de WhpkWre iV like a
VXddeQ blRZ RQ Whe keWWledUXPV iQ a V\PShRQ\: QeiWheU iQWeUUXSWV
Whe XQiW\ Rf Whe ZhRle. TheUe iV QR iQWeUQal cRQɻicW UeVRlYed b\ Whe
VXSUePe PRPeQW Rf deQRXePeQW RU deaWh. The acWiRQ iV haSSeQiQg
PRUe iQVide Whe VSecWaWRU WhaQ Sh\Vicall\ RQ Whe VWage.

LeW XV VXP XS. ClaVVical WheaWUe WUaQVceQded eYeU\da\ life: b\
XViQg heUReV, ViWXaWiRQV, Whe fRUPal lRgic Rf Whe UQiWieV. IW SXUiɹed iW;
iW UeSUeVeQWed iW Zhile ɹlWeUiQg iWV iPSXUiWieV, iQYeVWiQg iW ZiWh



QRble, PajeVWic RXWliQeV. IW SURjecWed iW alRQg a cRQWiQXRXV liQe aQd
ZiWhiQ a UigRURXV fUaPeZRUk. IW cUiWici]ed iW fURP RXWVide, XViQg
PeWaSh\Vical RU UeligiRXV QRUPV (Zhich hiVWRUicall\ ZeUe baVicall\
Whe ¶YalXeV· Rf Whe dRPiQaQW claVVeV). IW iPSRVed aQ ideQWiɹcaWiRQ
beWZeeQ Whe VSecWaWRU aQd Whe HeUR, hiV Zill, hiV cRQɻicWV, hiV
VWUXggle ² aQ ideQWiɹcaWiRQ Zhich iQclXded Whe eVSRXVal Rf acceSWed
QRUPV aQd YalXeV. IW iV SUeciVel\ iQ WhiV Za\ WhaW claVVical aUW
VaQcWiRQed aQd cRQVecUaWed RQe SaUWicXlaU aVSecW Rf eYeU\da\ life, a
QegaWiYe RQe: Whe Pagic Rf SaUWiciSaWiRQ aQd UiWXal.

BUechW·V eSic WheaWUe iPPeUVeV iWVelf iQ eYeU\da\ life, aW Whe leYel
Rf eYeU\da\ life, iQ RWheU ZRUdV aW Whe leYel Rf Whe PaVVeV (QRW
ViPSl\ Whe PaVVeV Rf iQdiYidXalV, bXW Whe PaVVeV Rf iQVWaQWV aQd
PRPeQWV, Rf eYeQWV aQd acWiRQV). ThXV iW aSSeaUV aV a dePRcUaWic
UeYRlXWiRQ iQ Whe aUW Rf Whe WheaWUe. IW bUeakV ZiWh Whe WheaWUe Rf
illXViRQV aV iW dReV ZiWh Whe (NaWXUaliVW) WheaWUe Zhich iPiWaWeV life.
IW dReV QRW SXUif\ Whe eYeU\da\; aQd \eW iW claUiɹeV iWV cRQWUadicWiRQV.
IQ iWV RZQ Za\, iW ɹlWeUV iW. IW WhURZV iWV Zeak SaUW aZa\: Whe Pagical
SaUW. ThXV Whe BUechWiaQ dUaPaWic iPage diʃeUV fURP ZhaW Ze called
Whe reYerse image iQ ChaSliQ. BUechW aiPV (aQd he haV Vaid VR) aW aQ
iPage Zhich Zill masWer Whe facWV. NeYeUWheleVV he haV XVed Whe
UeYeUVe iPage SURcedXUe RQ RccaViRQ (iQ Mahagonn\, fRU e[aPSle).

AUe BUechW·V high aPbiWiRQV jXVWiɹed? Did he achieYe hiV gRal?
TheUe iV QR VhRUWage Rf RbjecWiRQV. IQ Whe ɹUVW Slace hiV WheaWUe iV

iQWeQded WR be Sh\Vical, diUecW, aQd WhXV SRSXlaU, bXW SaUWV Rf iW
aSSeaU WR be e[ceVViYel\ iQWellecWXal. NRZheUe ² eYeQ iQ GeUPaQ\ ²
dReV iW VeeP WR haYe becRPe WUXl\ SRSXlaU. The VSecWaWRU ZaYeUV
beWZeeQ aQ e[WeUQali]ed jXdgePeQW ² aQ iQWellecWXal VWaWe Zhich
iPSlieV high cXlWXUe ² aQd aQ iPPeUViRQ iQ Whe iPage SURSRVed.
PeUhaSV WhiV iV ZhaW Whe dialecWic Rf Whe VerfremdXngseʃekW iV. The
VSecWaWRU iV PeaQW WR disalienaWe hiPVelf iQ aQd WhURXgh Whe
cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf alieQaWiRQ. He iV PeaQW WR feel ZUeQched fURP hiV
Velf bXW RQl\ iQ RUdeU WR eQWeU PRUe eʃecWiYel\ iQWR hiV Velf aQd
becRPe cRQVciRXV Rf Whe Ueal aQd Whe cRQWUadicWiRQV Rf Whe Ueal.
UQfRUWXQaWel\, WheUe iV a UiVk WhaW WhiV SURceVV Zill Wake RQ Whe
diVWXUbiQg fRUP, ZRUVe eYeQ WhaQ claVVic ideQWiɹcaWiRQ, Rf
fascinaWion. WheWheU iW be WR cRPSaUe WheP RU cRQWUaVW Whe WZR,



FUeQch SaUWiVaQV Rf BUechW·V WheaWUe QeaUl\ alZa\V UefeU WR AQWRQiQ
AUWaXd·V WheaWUe Rf cUXelW\. The YiRleQce Rf dUaPaWic eʃecWV, Rf Whe
lighWiQg, Rf Whe iPageV, Pake iW eYeQ PRUe iPSRVVible fRU Whe
VSecWaWRU WR Uela[ hiV PiQd aQd PRPeQWaUil\ UeVRlYe hiV iQQeU
WeQViRQ b\ ideQWif\iQg ZiWh Whe heUR RU b\ eVcaSiQg iQWR a kiQd Rf
dUeaP. TheUe iV a daQgeU WhaW XQiW\ Zill be Ue-eVWabliVhed
PRPeQWaUil\ iQ Whe VSecWaWRU·V diVRUieQWaWed PiQd, caXghW XS aV he
iV b\ Whe iPage; fRU WeQViRQ QeedV PRPeQWV Rf UeVSiWe; e[SecWaWiRQ
dePaQdV WR be VaWiVɹed, if RQl\ ɻeeWiQgl\. UQable WR ɹQd WhiV iQ a
¶claVVic· cRPSleWeQeVV, WheUe iV a daQgeU WhaW he Zill lRRk fRU WheP iQ
a VRUW Rf blRRd\ ecVWaV\. TheUefRUe geQeUali]ed VWUaQgeQeVV eQWailV a
daQgeU (Zhich ZaV aYRided b\ BUechW, bXW QRW QeceVVaUil\ b\ Whe
SeRSle ZhR SURdXce hiV Sla\V RU ZUiWe abRXW WheP). AQ aUW baVed RQ
alieQaWiRQ PXVW VWUXggle agaiQVW alieQaWiRQ; if QRW iW VaQcWiRQV iW.
SigQiɹcaQWl\ VRPe Rf hiV FUeQch cRPPeQWaWRUV WUaQVlaWe
VerfremdXngseʃekW aV ¶eʃeW d·alipQaWiRQ·.38 IW ZRXld be aQRWheU
SaUadR[, aQd a YeU\ VWUaQge RQe, if WhiV QeZ aUW ZeUe WR VaQcWiRQ
alieQaWiRQ b\ giYiQg iW all Whe glaPRXU Rf YiRleQce. IQ DanWon·s DeaWh,
WUaged\ aQd faVciQaWiRQ aUe gURXQded iQ Whe iUUePediable WUiYialiW\
Rf eYeU\da\ life:

DANTON: TiPe lRVeV XV. ² ThiV iV YeU\ WediRXV ² Ze SXW Whe VhiUW RQ ɹUVW, WheQ Ze SXll
Whe WURXVeUV XS RYeU iW, aQd eYeU\ QighW Ze cUaZl iQWR bed, aQd eYeU\ PRUQiQg Ze cUaZl
RXW agaiQ, aQd Ze alZa\V SXW RQe fRRW dRZQ iQ fURQW Rf Whe RWheU. AQd iW dReVQ·W lRRk aV
if iW·V eYeU gRiQg WR be aQ\ diʃeUeQW.39

CUiWiciVP Rf life b\ deaWh ² VXUel\ Whe laVW ZRUd iQ lXcidiW\.
We VhRXld add WhaW Whe VSecWaWRU caQQRW eʃecWiYel\ be

WUaQVfRUPed iQWR a hiVWRUiaQ Rf Whe eYeQW (RU acWiRQ RU deciViRQ),
ViQce Whe hiVWRUiaQ·V aWWiWXde iV deɹQed iQ WeUPV Rf kQRZledge aQd
QRW Rf aUW. MRUeRYeU, WR Pake jXdgePeQWV ² iQ life ² iV QRW Whe VaPe
aV adRSWiQg Whe aWWiWXde Rf a JXdge. The JXdge·V aWWiWXde e[clXdeV
VXddeQ VXUSUiVeV, aPa]ePeQW, e[SecWaWiRQ. The SURfeVViRQal JXdge
SURQRXQceV accRUdiQg WR ZUiWWeQ eYideQce, he aSSlieV Whe laZ, he
WakeV Whe eYeQW aV haYiQg acWXall\ haSSeQed. IPSaVViYe b\
deɹQiWiRQ, iPSaUWial b\ SUiQciSle, he decideV ZiWhRXW WakiQg VideV.



SXch iV hiV dXW\. AQd if he behaYeV RWheUZiVe, iW iV becaXVe he haV
falleQ fRXl Rf Whe cRQWUadicWiRQV Rf Whe LaZ, Rf JXVWice, Rf WUXWh. IQ
Zhich caVe iW iV Whe JXdge·V WXUQ WR be SXW RQ WUial.

ThXV iW iV WhaW Whe fXQcWiRQV Rf Whe cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life caQ be
deWeUPiQed b\ UefeUeQce WR aQ aUW Zhich iPPeUVeV iWVelf iQ eYeU\da\
life. TR be cUeaWiYe iQ aUW RQe PXVW Veek a ceUWaiQ SaWhZa\,
cRPPiWWiQg RQeVelf WR iW aQd SRiQWiQg Whe Za\ WRZaUdV iW. The
ShilRVRSheU VWill haV a SaUW WR Sla\, b\ SRiQWiQg RXW Whe UiVkV, Whe
daQgeUV; aQd hRZ a VWUaighW liQe ² a liQeaU RUieQWaWiRQ, ZiWhRXW
deYiaWiRQV, ZiWhRXW PeaQdeUV ² iV geQeUall\ a SUacWical iPSRVVibiliW\.

ThiV iV Whe Slace, RU Whe PRPeQW, WR PeQWiRQ RQe Rf Whe PRVW
gifWed XS-aQd-cRPiQg FUeQch aXWhRUV: RRgeU VaillaQd.40 ThiV iV QRW
RQl\ becaXVe he haV defeQded claVViciVP agaiQVW BUechW,41 bXW alVR
aQd abRYe all becaXVe VaillaQd Whe QRYeliVW haV hiV RZQ SURbleP:
WhaW Rf cRQfURQWiQg eYeU\da\ life ZiWh a ¶YiViRQ·, RU ZiWh iPageV,
fURP VRPeZheUe elVe. RRgeU VaillaQd·V fRUPaWiYe UeadiQg ZaV
SWeQdhal aQd LaclRV. He PRdelled hiPVelf RQ WheP, aQd VWill caUUieV
WheP iQ hiV head, eYeQ ZheQ he iV QR lRQgeU acWXall\ XViQg WheP aV
PRdelV. ThXV hiV aWWePSWV WR gUaVS eYeU\da\ WUiYialiW\ (Ueal,
aSSaUeQW, RU bRWh) aUe hRQed b\ a VeQVibiliW\ deUiYed fURP claVVical
hXPaQiVP, a caUefXll\ cXlWiYaWed eURWiciVP, aQ alPRVW RRPaQWic
QRYeliVWic ¶YiViRQ·. OQ WRS Rf WhaW, he haV Uead Whe MaU[iVWV. SXch aUe
Whe aQal\Wic WRRlV ZiWh Zhich he hRSeV WR cRPe WR gUiSV ZiWh Whe
eYeU\da\. The UeVXlWaQW ² fUXiWfXl ² cRQWUadicWiRQV giYe hiV aWWePSWV
gUeaW iQWeUeVW be\RQd ZhaWeYeU VSeciɹcall\ liWeUaU\ TXaliWieV hiV
bRRkV Pa\ haYe.

ThXV 325,000 francs42 iV a QRYel Zhich iV YeU\ clRVe WR Whe
(aSSaUeQWl\) PRVW RUdiQaU\ kiQd Rf eYeU\da\ life: WhaW Rf a PRXldeU
iQ a SlaVWicV facWRU\. SRPeRQe haV Vaid WhaW he ZURWe iW fRU a beW: WR
ZUiWe a URPaQWic QRYel abRXW RYeUWiPe.

A ViPSle, VRlid, healWh\ SURleWaUiaQ iV iQ lRYe ZiWh a giUl (a
ZRUkiQg giUl, bXW aQ iVRlaWed RQe, a dUeVVPakeU) ZhR, afWeU Sla\iQg
Whe ɹeld, XVeV heU UaWheU adYaQced fePiQiQe ZileV WR WUaS a hXVbaQd.
She WeaVeV hiP, aQd leadV hiP RQ WhURXgh Whe classic VWageV Rf
cRXUWVhiS ² alPRVW Rf Whe pa\s dX Tendre43 ² WR fRUce hiP WR PaUU\
heU. RRgeU VaillaQd WhXV PaQageV WR ViWXaWe hiV UeɹQed eURWiciVP aW



Whe ceQWUe Rf a QRYel dealiQg ZiWh Whe eYeU\da\ life Rf Whe
SURleWaUiaW¬«

AURXVed, aQd YeU\ PXch iQ lRYe (aQd \eW aZaUe Rf ZhaW Whe giUl
Ueall\ iV ² aQd iQ WhiV UeVSecW UePiQiVceQW Rf Whe heUR Rf a claVVical
Sla\), Whe bR\ kQRZV WhaW WR haYe Whe ZRPaQ he lRYeV he Zill haYe
WR PaUU\ heU, aQd WhaW WR PaUU\ heU he Zill haYe WR leaYe hiV claVV.
He ZRXld SURbabl\ aVSiUe WR leaYe iW aQ\Za\, bXW VXUel\ QRW aW Whe
UiVk Rf hiV life RU healWh. ThXV Whe ZRPaQ Sla\V Whe WUadiWiRQal
fePale URle ² a URle Zhich iV ceUWaiQl\ VWill a Ueal RQe ² Rf aQ
aPbigXRXV ɹgXUe ZhR e[ciWeV cRQWUadicWRU\ acWiRQV aQd WhRXghWV.

The bR\ VeekV faPe aQd fRUWXQe iQ VSRUW aQd becRPeV a UaciQg
c\cliVW. WheQ WhiV failV, he iV fRUced WR ZRUk QighW aQd da\ WR eaUQ
eQRXgh WR ¶VeWWle dRZQ· ZiWh hiV beaXWifXl bXW dePaQdiQg lad\. IW
cRVWV hiP a haQd, hiV healWh, aQd hiV Sh\Vical PRbiliW\.

The dUaPa Rf eYeU\da\ SURleWaUiaQ life iV WUeaWed heUe ZiWh WUXe
aUWiVWU\, aQd WhiV PakeV Whe bRRk a ZRUk Rf aUW. RRgeU VaillaQd haV
caSWXUed hiV VXbjecW iQ VXch a Za\ aV WR Pake iW aW RQce ɻiPV\,
WUaQVSaUeQW aQd SURfRXQd. The bRRk iV ZUiWWeQ like a PXVical
cRPSRViWiRQ, aQ RSeUa, ZiWh aQ RYeUWXUe WR ZheW RXU aSSeWiWeV,
cRQWaiQiQg Whe WhePeV, SUeVeQWiQg Whe chaUacWeUV aQd fRUeVhadRZiQg
Whe cRQWiQXaWiRQ aQd cRQclXViRQ: a c\cle Uace, ZaWched b\ Whe giUl
ZhR iV alVR Whe SUi]e, iQ Zhich Whe bR\ PakeV a heURic eʃRUW, RQl\ WR
fall, iQjXUe hiPVelf, aQd lRVe.

IQ WhiV bRRk, aV iQ VaillaQd·V eaUlieU QRYelV, Whe aXWhRU aSSeaUV aV
VXch. He Va\V ¶I·. He iQWeUYeQeV aV a ZiWQeVV, deVigQaWiQg Whe
chaUacWeUV aQd ViWXaWiQg WheP, eQWeUiQg iQWR a dialRgXe ZiWh WheP,
iQYiWiQg Whe UeadeU WR decide ZhaW aWWiWXde WR adRSW WRZaUdV WheP:
ZhaW jXdgePeQW WR Pake. HeUe jXdgePeQW iV iQVeSaUable fURP eYeQW;
iW iV UigRURXVl\ iQclXded iQ Whe VWRU\. ThiV aXWhRUial SUeVeQce haV
YaUiRXV PeaQiQgV, aQd QRW ViPSl\ RQ Whe leYel Rf WechQiTXe. IW iV
RRgeU VaillaQd·V Za\ ² aQd a YeU\ ViPSle Za\ iW iV ² Rf UeVRlYiQg a
diɽcXlW liWeUaU\ SURbleP, WhaW Rf QRYeliVWic cRQVciRXVQeVV RU Rf
cRQVciRXVQeVV iQ Whe QRYel. WhR iV VSeakiQg? WhR iV VeeiQg, ZhR
VaZ Whe acWiRQV iQ Whe VWRU\? WhR bUidgeV Whe gaS beWZeeQ Whe liYed
aQd Whe WUXe? HRZ haV Whe VSeakeU VeeQ RU heaUd abRXW Whe WhiQgV
he QaUUaWeV? HRZ haV he beeQ able WR fRUeWell RU VeQVe ZhaW Zill



haSSeQ Qe[W? WhR haV deWecWed Whe chaUacWeUV· PRWiYeV (hiddeQ
eYeQ WR WhePVelYeV)? AQd aV he iV dUaZQ RQ b\ Whe gUeaW PRYePeQW
called ¶UeadiQg·, ZiWh ZhRP dReV Whe UeadeU ideQWif\, iQ ZhRVe
cRQVciRXVQeVV dReV he SaUWiciSaWe?

RRgeU VaillaQd·V VRlXWiRQ, Whe QRYel aV ɹUVW-SeUVRQ eYideQce, iV QRW
ZiWhRXW iWV dUaZbackV. IW cRUUeVSRQdV WRR clRVel\ WR Whe geQeUal
WeQdeQc\ WR bUiQg Whe QRYel QeaUeU WR jRXUQaliVP aQd aXWRbiRgUaSh\.
IQeYiWabl\, aV VRRQ aV he begiQV e[WeQdiQg hiV QaUUaWiRQ, Whe aXWhRU
Zill VWaUW iQWURdXciQg VceQeV fURP Zhich he ZaV abVeQW; RU elVe he
Zill ZUiWe VeQWeQceV Zhich aUe iQcRPSaWible ZiWh hiV PaiQ
gXideliQeV aQd WechQiTXeV. ¶AW Whe VaPe iQVWaQW, Vhe VaZ heU faWheU·V
face agaiQ¬«·44

The SUeVeQce Rf Whe aXWhRU ViWXaWeV Whe chaUacWeUV, SlaciQg WheP
cRQVWaQWl\ befRUe RXU e\eV, QRW WRR QeaU aQd QRW WRR faU aZa\: aW a
reasonable disWance. FRU RRgeU VaillaQd WhiV haV Whe adYaQWage Rf
SiTXiQg Whe UeadeU·V iQWeUeVW. AQd \eW Whe XVe Rf hiV RZQ
cRQVciRXVQeVV aV a ZiWQeVV ² aQd YiUWXall\ aV a jXdge ² ZRXld UePaiQ
cRQWePSlaWiYe aQd fRUPal if iW did QRW haYe a VRlid cRQWeQW: Whe
WRWaliW\ Rf hXPaQ aQd VRcial UelaWiRQV aV PaQifeVWed iQ Whe eYeU\da\
life Rf a Yillage, a facWRU\, a VPall iQdXVWUial WRZQ. CRQYeUVel\, WhiV
kQRZledge Rf ¶PRdeUQ· eYeU\da\ life, VXSeUiPSRVed aV iW iV XSRQ a
gUeaW faPiliaUiW\ ZiWh claVVical cXlWXUe, iV chaUacWeUi]ed b\ a ceUWaiQ
e[WeUQaliW\ Rf cRQVciRXVQeVV RQ Whe SaUW Rf Whe ¶kQRZeU· RU ZiWQeVV.
The aXWhRU·V XVe Rf Whe ɹUVW SeUVRQ WhXV haV a deeSeU PeaQiQg WhaQ
ViPSl\ Whe VRlYiQg Rf a SURbleP Rf QRYeliVWic WechQiTXe. The aXWhRU
iV SUeVeQW becaXVe iQ hiPVelf he cRQWUibXWeV VRPeWhiQg iUUeSlaceable;
becaXVe he cRPeV fURP VRPeZheUe elVe; becaXVe he iQWURdXceV iQWR
a ceUWaiQ kiQd Rf eYeU\da\ e[SeUieQce a lXcidiW\ aQd a UecRgQiWiRQ
Zhich iW did QRW SUeYiRXVl\ cRQWaiQ. CRQVciRXVQeVV SUeVeQWV iWVelf iQ
Whe QRYel iQ WhiV Za\ becaXVe WhiV iV hRZ iW RccXUV iQ life: aW RQe aQd
Whe VaPe WiPe from ZiWhoXW and from ZiWhin.

We cRXld VhRZ heUe, QRW ZiWhRXW a ceUWaiQ iURQ\, WhaW RRgeU
VaillaQd Whe QRYeliVW iV WR VRPe e[WeQW dRiQg ZhaW RRgeU VaillaQd
Whe ZUiWeU RQ dUaPa aQd Whe cUiWic Rf BUechW iV UejecWiQg. He
cRPSRVeV hiV QRYelV iQ aQ ¶RSeUaWic· PRde. He iQVeUWV VceQeV Zhich
aUe alPRVW iQdeSeQdeQW, aQd Zhich aV iW haSSeQV aUe YiUWXall\



VceQeV fURP a Sla\: ZeddiQgV, daQceV, aUgXPeQWV RU bUaZlV iQ SXbV,
jealRXV URZV, eWc. AV a ZiWQeVV he SaVVeV jXdgePeQW, aQd PakeV Whe
UeadeU Wake VideV: PakiQg hiP SaVV jXdgePeQW. SXSSRUWed b\ deWailV
bRUURZed fURP eYeU\da\ life,45 Whe QaUUaWiYe haV a VSRQWaQeRXV
WeQdeQc\ WR becRPe eSic. AV Whe cUiWic Rf L·E[press RbVeUYed RQ 27
NRYePbeU 1954, BeaX MasqXe iV ¶aQ e[celleQW eSic QaUUaWiYe·.

ThaW RRgeU VaillaQd, ZiWh all hiV idiRV\QcUaWic TXaliWieV aQd faXlWV,
VhRXld be PXch clRVeU WR BUechW WhaQ he WhiQkV iV Ueall\ UaWheU
cXUiRXV. IW PXVW VXUel\ be iQdicaWiYe Rf RQe Rf Whe UeTXiUePeQWV Rf
eYeU\da\ life ² RU PRUe e[acWl\ Rf Whe aeVWheWic UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ ² iQ
dUaPa RU iQ Whe QRYel ² Rf eYeU\da\ life.

Ul\sses dePRQVWUaWeV WhaW a gUeaW QRYel caQ be bRUiQg. AQd
¶SURfRXQdl\· bRUiQg. JR\ce QeYeUWheleVV XQdeUVWRRd RQe WhiQg: WhaW
Whe UeSRUW Rf a da\ iQ Whe life Rf aQ RUdiQaU\ PaQ had WR be
SUedRPiQaQWl\ iQ Whe eSic PRde.

FiQall\, WR claUif\ a feZ ideaV, aQd abRYe all WR aPXVe Whe UeadeU,
heUe aUe WZR e[WUacWV fURP PRdeUQ AQglR-Sa[RQ aXWhRUV. The ɹUVW
aWWackV APeUicaQ eYeU\da\ life ZiWh a black aQd chilliQg iURQ\. B\
cRQWUaVW Whe VecRQd, b\ a faPRXV aQd WaleQWed EQgliVh ZRPaQ
ZUiWeU, XVeV aQ acXWe VeQViWiYiW\ WR VhRZ Whe VXbWle UichQeVV Rf Whe
eYeU\da\:

The VXbZa\, AUcheU WhRXghW, ZaV Whe RQl\ Slace WR Uead WRda\·V QeZVSaSeUV.
UQdeUgURXQd, iQ a bad lighW, aW aQ iQcUeaVed faUe, ZiWh all Whe SaVVeQgeUV feaUiQg Whe
ZRUVW abRXW each RWheU. EYeU\RQe VXVSecWiQg Whe PaQ Qe[W WR hiP Rf SUeSaUiQg WR Sick a
SRckeW, cRPPiW a QXiVaQce, caUU\ a lighWed cigaU, SiQch a giUl, aVk fRU a jRb, UXQ fRU a
YacaQW VeaW, blRck Whe dRRU aW Whe VWaWiRQ aW Zhich \RX ZaQWed WR leaYe Whe WUaiQ. AUcheU
SXW Whe SaSeU dRZQ aQd lRRked aURXQd aW hiV fellRZ SaVVeQgeUV. The\ dR QRW lRRk
APeUicaQ, he WhRXghW; SeUhaSV I Vhall UeSRUW WheP WR Whe SURSeU aXWhRUiWieV.46« AUcheU
Zalked dRZQ FifWh AYeQXe, SaVW Whe VhRSV ZiWh WheiU ZiQdRZV fXll Rf dUeVVeV, cRaWV aQd
fXUV, aQd Whe ZRPeQ UXVhiQg iQ aQd RXW Rf Whe dRRUV, WheiU faceV liW ZiWh Whe lighW Rf
SXUchaVe. IW iV Whe QeZ SURfeVViRQ Rf Whe fePale Ve[, he WhRXghW ² bX\iQg. If \RX ZaQWed
WR VeW XS aQ e[hibiWiRQ WR VhRZ PRdeUQ APeUicaQ ZRPeQ iQ WheiU QaWXUal habiWaW,
eQgaged iQ WheiU PRVW chaUacWeUiVWic fXQcWiRQ, he WhRXghW, like Whe WableaX[ iQ Whe
MXVeXP Rf NaWXUal HiVWRU\ iQ Zhich VWXʃed beaUV aUe VhRZQ agaiQVW a backgURXQd Rf
caYeV, RSeQiQg XS hRQe\cRPbV, \RX ZRXld haYe a VeW Rf VWXʃed ZRPeQ, VleQdeU, high-



heeled, URXged, ZaYed, hRW-e\ed, bX\iQg a cRckWail dUeVV iQ a deSaUWPeQW VWRUe. IQ Whe
backgURXQd, behiQd Whe ValeVgiUlV aQd Whe UackV aQd VhelYeV, WheUe ZRXld be bRPbV
bXUVWiQg, ciWieV cUXPbliQg, VcieQWiVWV PeaVXUiQg Whe half-life Rf WUiWiXP aQd UadiRacWiYe
cRbalW. The gaUPeQW ZRXld be dePRcUaWicall\ PediXP-SUiced aQd Whe ValeVgiUl ZRXld be
jXVW aV SUeWW\ aV Whe cXVWRPeU aQd, WR Whe Qaked e\e aW leaVW, jXVW aV Zell dUeVVed, WR VhRZ
WhaW Whe beQeɹWV Rf a fUee VRcieW\ e[WeQded fURP RQe eQd Rf Whe ecRQRPic VSecWUXP WR Whe
RWheU.47

OQe gReV iQWR Whe URRP ² bXW Whe UeVRXUceV Rf Whe EQgliVh laQgXage ZRXld be PXch SXW
WR Whe VWUeWch, aQd ZhRle ɻighWV Rf ZRUdV ZRXld Qeed WR ZiQg WheiU Za\ illegiWiPaWel\
iQWR e[iVWeQce befRUe a ZRPaQ cRXld Va\ ZhaW haSSeQV ZheQ Vhe gReV iQWR a URRP. The
URRPV diʃeU VR cRPSleWel\; Whe\ aUe calP RU WhXQdeURXV; RSeQ RQ WR Whe Vea, RU, RQ Whe
cRQWUaU\, giYe RQ WR a SUiVRQ \aUd; aUe hXQg ZiWh ZaVhiQg; RU aliYe ZiWh RSalV aQd VilkV;
aUe haUd aV hRUVehaiU RU VRfW aV feaWheUV ²«48

IV Work and Leisure in Everyday Life

ThURXghRXW hiVWRU\, cUiWiciVP Rf eYeU\da\ life haV beeQ caUUied RQ iQ
a QXPbeU Rf Za\V: b\ ShilRVRSh\ aQd cRQWePSlaWiRQ, dUeaP aQd aUW,
YiRleQW SRliWical RU ZaUlike acWiRQ. B\ ɻighW aQd eVcaSe.

TheVe cUiWiciVPV haYe a cRPPRQ elePeQW: Whe\ ZeUe Whe ZRUk Rf
SaUWicXlaUl\ gifWed, lXcid aQd acWiYe indiYidXals (Whe ShilRVRSheU, Whe
SReW, eWc.). HRZeYeU, WhiV iQdiYidXal lXcidiW\ RU acWiYeQeVV cRQcealed
aQ aSSeaUaQce RU aQ illXViRQ, aQd WheUefRUe a hiddeQ, deeSeU UealiW\.
IQ WUXWh WheiU ZRUk belRQged WR a WiPe aQd a claVV ZhRVe ideaV ZeUe
WhXV UaiVed abRYe Whe eYeU\da\ RQWR Whe leYel Rf Whe e[ceSWiRQal aQd
Whe dRPiQaQW. HeQce Whe cUiWiciVP Rf eYeU\da\ life ZaV iQ facW a
criWicism of oWher classes, aQd fRU Whe PRVW SaUW fRXQd iWV e[SUeVViRQ iQ
cRQWePSW fRU SURdXcWiYe labRXU; aW beVW iW cUiWici]ed Whe life Rf Whe
dRPiQaQW claVV iQ Whe QaPe Rf a WUaQVceQdeQWal ShilRVRSh\ RU
dRgPa, Zhich QeYeUWheleVV VWill belRQged WR WhaW claVV. ThiV iV hRZ
Ze PXVW XQdeUVWaQd Whe cUiWiciVP Rf Whe ¶ZRUld· aQd Whe ¶PXQdaQe·
caUUied RXW fURP Whe Middle AgeV XQWil Whe eUa ² Whe bRXUgeRiV
eighWeeQWh ceQWXU\ ² ZheQ Whe ¶PXQdaQe· elePeQW bXUVW fRUWh iQWR
aUW aQd ShilRVRSh\.



IQ RXU eUa, RQe Rf Whe PRVW UeceQW fRUPV Zhich cUiWiciVP Rf
eYeU\da\ life haV WakeQ iV cUiWiciVP Rf Whe real b\ Whe sXrreal. B\
abaQdRQiQg Whe eYeU\da\ iQ RUdeU WR ɹQd Whe PaUYellRXV aQd Whe
VXUSUiViQg (aW RQe aQd Whe VaPe WiPe iPPaQeQW iQ Whe Ueal aQd
WUaQVceQdiQg iW), SXUUealiVP UeQdeUed WUiYialiW\ XQbeaUable.49 ThiV
ZaV a gRRd WhiQg, bXW iW had a QegaWiYe Vide: WUaQVceQdeQWal
cRQWePSW fRU Whe Ueal, fRU Zork fRU e[aPSle (Whe lRQg-iQeYiWable UifW
beWZeeQ SXUUealiVWV aQd MaU[iVWV WRRk Slace dXUiQg a PePRUable
PeeWiQg Rf Whe AVVRciaWiRQ Rf WUiWeUV aQd ReYRlXWiRQaU\ AUWiVWV
(AEAR) RYeU Whe SRYieW ɹlP Road Wo Life).50

AQd \eW, be he aQ aXWhRU RU QRW, Whe PaQ Rf RXU WiPeV caUUieV RXW
iQ hiV RZQ Za\, VSRQWaQeRXVl\, Whe cUiWiTXe Rf his eYeU\da\ life. AQd
WhiV cUiWiTXe Rf Whe eYeU\da\ Sla\V aQ iQWegUal SaUW iQ Whe eYeU\da\:
iW iV achieYed iQ aQd b\ leisXre acWiYiWies.

The UelaWiRQ beWZeeQ leiVXUe aQd Whe eYeU\da\ iV QRW a ViPSle RQe:
Whe WZR ZRUdV aUe aW RQe aQd Whe VaPe WiPe XQiWed aQd
cRQWUadicWRU\ (WheUefRUe WheiU UelaWiRQ iV dialecWical). IW caQQRW be
UedXced WR Whe ViPSle UelaWiRQ iQ WiPe beWZeeQ ¶SXQda\· aQd
¶Zeekda\V·, UeSUeVeQWed aV e[WeUQal aQd PeUel\ diʃeUeQW. LeiVXUe ²
WR acceSW Whe cRQceSW XQcUiWicall\ fRU Whe PRPeQW ² caQQRW be
VeSaUaWed fURP ZRUk. AfWeU hiV ZRUk iV RYeU, ZheQ UeVWiQg RU
Uela[iQg RU RccXS\iQg hiPVelf iQ hiV RZQ SaUWicXlaU Za\, a PaQ iV
VWill Whe VaPe PaQ. EYeU\ da\, aW Whe VaPe WiPe, Whe ZRUkeU leaYeV
Whe facWRU\, Whe Rɽce ZRUkeU leaYeV Whe Rɽce. EYeU\ Zeek
SaWXUda\V aQd SXQda\V aUe giYeQ RYeU WR leiVXUe aV UegXlaUl\ aV da\-
WR-da\ ZRUk. We PXVW WheUefRUe iPagiQe a ¶ZRUk²leiVXUe· XQiW\, fRU
WhiV XQiW\ e[iVWV, aQd eYeU\RQe WUieV WR SURgUaPPe Whe aPRXQW Rf
WiPe aW hiV diVSRVal accRUdiQg WR ZhaW hiV ZRUk iV ² aQd ZhaW iW iV
QRW. SRciRlRg\ VhRXld WheUefRUe VWXd\ Whe Za\ Whe life Rf ZRUkeUV aV
VXch, WheiU Slace iQ Whe diYiViRQ Rf labRXU aQd iQ Whe VRcial V\VWeP, iV
¶UeɻecWed· iQ leiVXUe acWiYiWieV, RU aW leaVW iQ ZhaW Whe\ dePaQd Rf
leiVXUe.

HiVWRUicall\, in real indiYidXaliW\ aQd iWV deYelRSPeQW, Whe ¶ZRUk²
leiVXUe· UelaWiRQ haV alZa\V SUeVeQWed iWVelf iQ a cRQWUadicWRU\ Za\.

UQWil Whe adYeQW Rf bRXUgeRiV VRcieW\, iQdiYidXaliW\, RU UaWheU
SeUVRQaliW\51 cRXld RQl\ Ueall\ deYelRS RXWVide SURdXcWiYe labRXU. IQ



AQWiTXiW\, iQ Whe Middle AgeV, aQd eYeQ dXUiQg Whe SeUiRd ZheQ
bRXUgeRiV VRcial UelaWiRQV VWill UeWaiQed aVSecWV Rf Whe VRcial UelaWiRQV
beTXeaWhed b\ feXdaliVP ² iQ Whe VeYeQWeeQWh ceQWXU\ Rf Whe honnrWe
homme ² Whe PaQ ZhR ZaV able WR deYelRS hiPVelf QeYeU ZRUked.

HRZeYeU, ZheWheU Whe\ ZeUe aUiVWRcUaWV, cleUkV VWill Wied WR
feXdaliVP, RU bRXUgeRiV honnrWes hommes, VXch PeQ RQl\ appeared WR
UePaiQ RXWVide Whe VRcial diYiViRQ Rf labRXU aQd VRcial SUacWice. IQ
UealiW\ Whe\ ZeUe SUiVRQeUV Rf Whe VeSaUaWiRQ Rf PaQXal aQd
iQWellecWXal ZRUk. MRUeRYeU, diUecWl\ RU QRW, cRQVciRXVl\ RU QRW, Whe\
had a VRcial fXQcWiRQ, if RQl\ RQ Whe ideRlRgical leYel. LeRQaUdR da
ViQci ZaV aQ eQgiQeeU aV Zell aV aQ aUWiVW. RabelaiV ZaV a dRcWRU aQd
WheQ a ZUiWeU, aW RQce aQ eQc\clRSedic bUaiQ aQd aQ eSic QRYeliVW.
MRQWaigQe ZRUked iQ lRcal gRYeUQPeQW. AQd DeVcaUWeV ZaV aQ aUP\
RɽceU befRUe becRPiQg a VchRlaU¬«¬IQ VR faU aV Whe PaQ Rf WhRVe
WiPeV ZaV genXinel\ VeSaUaWed fURP VRcial SUacWice aQd deYRWed WR
leiVXUe alRQe ² WR la]iQeVV ² he ZaV dRRPed bRWh iQ a SeUVRQal VeQVe
aQd fURP Whe SRiQW Rf YieZ Rf claVV.

AQRWheU elePeQW PXVW be cRQVideUed Zhich PakeV Whe TXeVWiRQ
eYeQ PRUe cRPSlicaWed. IQ WhRVe eUaV, iQ WhRVe PRdeV Rf SURdXcWiRQ,
SURdXcWiYe labRXU ZaV PeUged ZiWh eYeU\da\ life: cRQVideU Whe liYeV
Rf SeaVaQWV aQd cUafWVPeQ, fRU e[aPSle. WhaW diVWiQgXiVheV SeaVaQW
life VR SURfRXQdl\ fURP Whe life Rf iQdXVWUial ZRUkeUV, eYeQ WRda\, iV
SUeciVel\ WhiV iQheUeQce Rf SURdXcWiYe acWiYiW\ iQ WheiU life iQ iWV
eQWiUeW\. The ZRUkSlace iV all aURXQd Whe hRXVe; ZRUk iV QRW VeSaUaWe
fURP Whe eYeU\da\ life Rf Whe faPil\. FRUPeUl\ Whe iPSeUaWiYeV Rf Whe
SeaVaQW cRPPXQiW\ (Whe Yillage) UegXlaWed QRW RQl\ Whe Za\ ZRUk
aQd dRPeVWic life ZeUe RUgaQi]ed, bXW feVWiYalV aV Zell. ThXV XS WR a
SRiQW a Za\ Rf liYiQg Zhich VWUicWl\ VSeakiQg did QRW belRQg WR aQ\
RQe iQdiYidXal, bXW PRUe WR a gURXS Rf PeQ cRPPiWWed WR Whe WieV ²
aQd liPiWV ² Rf WheiU cRPPXQiW\ RU gXild, cRXld be deYelRSed.

WiWh bRXUgeRiV VRcieW\ WheVe YaUiRXV elePeQWV aQd WheiU UelaWiRQV
ZeUe RYeUWXUQed: iQ RQe VeQVe Whe\ becaPe diʃeUeQWiaWed, VeSaUaWe,
iQ aQRWheU Whe\ caPe WR cRQVWiWXWe a XQiɹed ZhRle. BRXUgeRiV
VRcieW\ UeaVVeUWed Whe YalXe Rf labRXU, abRYe all dXUiQg Whe SeUiRd Rf
iWV aVceQdaQc\; bXW aW Whe hiVWRUical PRPeQW ZheQ Whe UelaWiRQ
beWZeeQ labRXU aQd Whe cRQcUeWe deYelRSPeQW Rf iQdiYidXaliW\ ZaV



ePeUgiQg, labRXU WRRk RQ aQ iQcUeaViQgl\ fUagPeQWed chaUacWeU. AW
Whe VaPe WiPe Whe iQdiYidXal, PRUe aQd PRUe iQYRlYed iQ cRPSle[
VRcial UelaWiRQV, becaPe iVRlaWed aQd iQZaUd-lRRkiQg. IQdiYidXal
cRQVciRXVQeVV VSliW iQWR WZR (iQWR Whe SUiYaWe cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd Whe
VRcial RU SXblic cRQVciRXVQeVV); iW alVR becaPe aWRPi]ed
(iQdiYidXaliVP, VSeciali]aWiRQ, VeSaUaWiRQ beWZeeQ diʃeUiQg VSheUeV
Rf acWiYiW\, eWc.). ThXV aW Whe VaPe WiPe a diVWiQcWiRQ ZaV Pade
beWZeeQ PaQ ¶aV PaQ· RQ Whe RQe haQd aQd Whe ZRUkiQg PaQ RQ Whe
RWheU (PRUe cleaUl\ aPRQg Whe bRXUgeRiVie, Rf cRXUVe, WhaQ aPRQg
Whe SURleWaUiaW). FaPil\ life becaPe VeSaUaWe fURP SURdXcWiYe
acWiYiW\. AQd VR did leiVXUe.

AV a UeVXlW WheUe iV a ceUWaiQ RbVcXUiW\ iQ Whe YeU\ cRQceSW Rf
eYer\da\ life. WheUe iV iW WR be fRXQd? IQ ZRUk RU iQ leiVXUe? IQ
faPil\ life aQd iQ PRPeQWV ¶liYed· RXWVide Rf cXlWXUe? IQiWiall\ Whe
aQVZeU VeePV RbYiRXV. EYeU\da\ life iQYRlYeV all WhUee elePeQWV, all
WhUee aVSecWV. IW iV WheiU XQiW\ aQd WheiU WRWaliW\, aQd iW deWeUPiQeV
Whe cRQcUeWe iQdiYidXal. AQd \eW WhiV aQVZeU iV QRW eQWiUel\
VaWiVfacWRU\. WheUe dReV Whe liYiQg cRQWacW beWZeeQ Whe cRQcUeWe
iQdiYidXal PaQ aQd RWheU hXPaQ beiQgV RSeUaWe? IQ fUagPeQWed
labRXU? IQ faPil\ life? IQ leiVXUe? WheUe iV iW acWed RXW iQ Whe PRVW
cRQcUeWe Za\? AUe WheUe VeYeUal PRdeV Rf cRQWacW? CaQ Whe\ be
VchePaWi]ed aV UeSUeVeQWaWiRQal PRdelV? OU PXVW Whe\ be UedXced WR
ɹ[ed behaYiRXU SaWWeUQV? AUe Whe\ cRQWUadicWRU\ RU cRPSlePeQWaU\?
HRZ dR Whe\ UelaWe? WhaW iV Whe deciViYe eVVeQWial VecWRU? WheUe aUe
Ze WR ViWXaWe Whe SRYeUW\ aQd ZealWh Rf WhiV eYeU\da\ life Zhich Ze
kQRZ WR be bRWh iQɹQiWel\ Uich (SRWeQWiall\ aW leaVW) aQd iQɹQiWel\
SRRU, baUe, alieQaWed; Zhich Ze kQRZ Ze PXVW UeYeal WR iWVelf aQd
WUaQVfRUP VR WhaW iWV UichQeVV caQ becRPe acWXali]ed aQd deYelRSed
iQ a UeQeZed cXlWXUe?«

The diVcUeWeQeVV Rf Whe elePeQWV Rf Whe eYeU\da\ (ZRUk ² faPil\
aQd ¶SUiYaWe· life ² leiVXUe acWiYiWieV) iPSlieV aQ alieQaWiRQ; aQd
SeUhaSV aW Whe VaPe WiPe a diʃeUeQWiaWiRQ ² ceUWaiQ fUXiWfXl
cRQWUadicWiRQV. IQ aQ\ eYeQW, like all eQVePbleV (RU WRWaliWieV), iW
PXVW be VWXdied iQ WeUPV Rf Whe iQWeUUelaWiRQ Rf iWV elePeQWV.

The VRcial hiVWRU\ Rf leiVXUe VhRZV WhaW dXUiQg Whe cRXUVe Rf a
deYelRSPeQW iQ Zhich iWV YaUiRXV VWageV Pa\ haYe RYeUlaSSed RU



cRQWUadicWed each RWheU, iW haV beeQ WUaQVfRUPed iQ facW aV Zell aV iQ
WheRU\,52 aQd QeZ QeedV haYe cRPe iQWR beiQg.

AW ɹUVW, leiVXUe giYeV UiVe WR aQ XQdiʃeUeQWiaWed glRbal acWiYiW\
Zhich iV diɽcXlW WR diVWiQgXiVh fURP RWheU aVSecWV Rf Whe eYeU\da\
(faPil\ VWURllV RQ SXQda\, ZalkiQg).

OQ a higheU leYel, leiVXUe iQYRlYeV SaVViYe aWWiWXdeV. SRPeRQe
ViWWiQg iQ fURQW Rf a ciQePa VcUeeQ RʃeUV aQ e[aPSle aQd a cRPPRQ
PRdel Rf WhiV SaVViYiW\, Whe SRWeQWiall\ ¶alieQaWiQg· QaWXUe Rf Zhich iV
iPPediaWel\ aSSaUeQW. IW iV SaUWicXlaUl\ eaV\ WR e[SlRiW WheVe
aWWiWXdeV cRPPeUciall\.53 FiQall\, RQ Whe higheVW leYel Rf all, leiVXUe
SURdXceV acWiYe aWWiWXdeV, YeU\ VSeciali]ed SeUVRQal RccXSaWiRQV,
liQked WR WechQiTXeV aQd cRQVeTXeQWl\ iQYRlYiQg a WechQical elePeQW
iQdeSeQdeQW Rf aQ\ SURfeVViRQal VSeciali]aWiRQ (ShRWRgUaSh\, fRU
e[aPSle). ThiV iV a cXlWiYaWed RU cXlWXUal leiVXUe.

ThiV bUief e[aPiQaWiRQ iPPediaWel\ UeYealV Whe cRQWUadicWRU\
chaUacWeU Rf leiVXUe, bRWh iQ WeUPV Rf iWVelf aQd iQ UelaWiRQ WR Whe
eYeU\da\. LeiVXUe ePbUaceV RSSRViQg SRVVibiliWieV aQd RUieQWaWiRQV,
Rf Zhich VRPe WeQd WR iPSRYeUiVh WhURXgh SaVViYiW\ Zhile RWheUV aUe
PRUe eQUichiQg. SRPe aUe XQdiʃeUeQWiaWed (alWhRXgh Whe\ Pa\ VWill
be ZRUWhZhile RQ a ceUWaiQ leYel), RWheUV YeU\ PXch Whe UeYeUVe.
AQd Zhile VRPe iQYRlYe eVcaSe iQWR a YacXXP, RWheUV UediVcRYeU
¶QaWXUe·, aQ iPPediaWe, VeQVRU\ life, WhURXgh ZhaW iV VRPeWiPeV a
highl\ deYelRSed WechQical e[SeUWiVe (RUgaQi]ed VSRUWV RU aPaWeXU
ɹlPV, fRU e[aPSle).

TheUefRUe, ZiWh iWV fUagPeQWaWiRQ Rf labRXU, PRdeUQ iQdXVWUial
ciYili]aWiRQ cUeaWeV bRWh a general need for leisXre aQd diʃeUeQWiaWed
concreWe needs ZiWhiQ WhaW geQeUal fUaPeZRUk.

LeiVXUe iV a UePaUkable e[aPSle Rf a QeZ VRcial Qeed ZiWh a
sponWaneoXs chaUacWeU Zhich VRcial RUgaQi]aWiRQ, b\ RʃeUiQg iW
YaUiRXV PeaQV Rf VaWiVfacWiRQ, haV diUecWed, VhaUSeQed, VhifWed aQd
PRdiɹed. IQ UeVSRQVe WR VXch QeZ QeedV, RXU ciYili]aWiRQ cUeaWeV
WechQiTXeV Zhich QeYeUWheleVV haYe aQ ¶e[WUa-WechQical· PeaQiQg
aQd chaUacWeU. IW SURdXceV ¶leiVXUe PachiQeV· (UadiR, WeleYiViRQ, eWc.).
IW cUeaWeV QeZ W\SeV Rf Sla\ Zhich WUaQVfRUP Whe Rld RQeV,
VRPeWiPeV cRQɻicWiQg ZiWh RWheU acWiYiWieV, VRPeWiPeV RYeUlaSSiQg
(iQ Whe caPSiQg hRlida\, ZRUk aQd leiVXUe aUe baUel\



diVWiQgXiVhable, aQd eYeU\da\ life iQ iWV eQWiUeW\ becRPeV Sla\).
CRQcUeWe VRcial QeedV aUe deWeUPiQed iQ a Za\ Zhich iQcUeaViQgl\
diʃeUeQWiaWeV WheP accRUdiQg WR age, Ve[ aQd gURXS. The\ alVR fall
VSRQWaQeRXVl\ iQWR Whe caWegRUieV Rf iQdiYidXal QeedV aQd cRllecWiYe
QeedV (fRU e[aPSle, Whe diVWiQcWiRQ beWZeeQ iQdiYidXal VSRUWV aQd
WeaP VSRUWV).

TheUe iV QR dRXbW WhaW WRda\ ² iQ caSiWaliVW, bRXUgeRiV socieW\,
Zhich haV iWV RZQ Za\ Rf PaQiSXlaWiQg Whe QeedV aUiViQg fURP a
VSeciɹc leYel Rf ciYili]aWion ² Whe PRVW VWUikiQg iPSeUaWiYe aV faU aV
Whe QeedV Rf leiVXUe aPRQg Whe PaVVeV aUe cRQceUQed iV WhaW iW PXVW
SURdXce a break. LeiVXUe PXVW bUeak ZiWh Whe eYeU\da\ (RU aW leaVW
aSSeaU WR dR VR) aQd QRW RQl\ aV faU aV ZRUk iV cRQceUQed, bXW alVR
fRU da\-WR-da\ faPil\ life. ThXV WheUe iV aQ iQcUeaViQg ePShaViV RQ
leiVXUe chaUacWeUi]ed aV diVWUacWiRQ: UaWheU WhaQ bUiQgiQg aQ\ QeZ
ZRUUieV, RbligaWiRQV, RU QeceVViWieV, leiVXUe VhRXld RʃeU libeUaWiRQ
fURP ZRUU\ aQd QeceVViW\. LibeUaWiRQ aQd SleaVXUe ² VXch aUe Whe
eVVeQWial chaUacWeUiVWicV Rf leiVXUe, accRUdiQg WR Whe SaUWieV
cRQceUQed.54 TheUe iV QR PRUe Rf a VeQVe Rf geQXiQe ¶leiVXUe· abRXW a
faPil\ geW-WRgeWheU WhaQ WheUe iV abRXW gaUdeQiQg RU dRiQg Rdd jRbV
aURXQd Whe hRXVe. SR WhRVe iQYRlYed WeQd WR UejecW aPbigXRXV fRUPV
Rf leiVXUe Zhich PighW UeVePble ZRUk RU eQWail VRPe kiQd Rf
RbligaWiRQ. The cXlWXUal aVSecW VWUikeV WheP aV beiQg iUUeleYaQW
(Zhich iV QRW WR Va\ WhaW iW reall\ is so). The\ PiVWUXVW aQ\WhiQg
Zhich PighW aSSeaU WR be edXcaWiRQal aQd aUe PRUe cRQceUQed ZiWh
WhRVe aVSecWV Rf leiVXUe Zhich PighW RʃeU disWracWion, enWerWainmenW
aQd repose, aQd Zhich mighW compensaWe fRU Whe diɽcXlWieV Rf
eYeU\da\ life. If Ze aUe WR belieYe Whe VXbjecWiYe RSiQiRQV UeYealed
b\ VXUYe\V, WhiV iV aV WUXe fRU ZRUkeUV (SURleWaUiaQV) aV iW iV fRU Whe
RWheU VRcial claVVeV.

IW iV WhXV QRW Whe ZRUk Rf aUW, iQ VR faU aV iW haV a URle WR Sla\ iQ
eYeU\da\ life (Whe SicWXUe RU Whe UeSURdXcWiRQ haQgiQg iQ Whe
bedURRP), WhaW iV liable WR cRQVWiWXWe aQ elePeQW Rf leiVXUe. NRU
aUPchaiU UeadiQg, XQleVV iW SURYideV WhUillV RU eVcaSiVP (WUaYel
bRRkV, VWRUieV abRXW e[SlRUaWiRQ, RU cUiPe QRYelV), RU Uela[aWiRQ
(SicWXUe bRRkV, VWUiS caUWRRQV, RU ¶UeadeUV· digeVWV· ² eYRkiQg QRWhiQg
VR PXch aV SUe-digeVWed fRRd). The cRQVWiWXWiYe elePeQWV Rf leiVXUe



aUe PRUe likel\ WR be iPageV aQd ɹlPV. AQd iPageV aQd ɹlPV Zhich
aUe (RU aW leaVW aSSeaU WR be) aV faU aZa\ fURP real life aV SRVVible.

The ɹUVW RbYiRXV WhiQg WhaW Whe VR-called ¶PRdeUQ· PaQ aURXQd XV
e[SecWV Rf leiVXUe iV WhaW iW VhRXld VWRS hiP fURP beiQg WiUed aQd
WeQVe, fURP beiQg aQ[iRXV, ZRUUied aQd SUeRccXSied. TR XVe a WeUP
Zhich iV QRZ YeU\ Zidel\ XVed b\ Whe SXblic aW laUge, he cUaYeV
rela[aWion. TheUe iV a YeUiWable ideRlRg\, aQd a WechQiciW\, aQd a
WechQRcUac\ Rf Uela[aWiRQ (Zhich iV RbWaiQed b\ a YaUieW\ Rf
SURcedXUeV, VRPe SaVViYe, UiddiQg life Rf iWV cRQWeQW, cUeaWiQg a
YacXXP ² RWheUV acWiYe, e[eUWiQg cRQWURl RYeU acWiRQV aQd PXVcleV).
ThXV Whe VR-called ¶PRdeUQ· PaQ e[SecWV WR ɹQd VRPeWhiQg iQ leiVXUe
Zhich hiV ZRUk aQd hiV faPil\ RU ¶SUiYaWe· life dR QRW SURYide.
WheUe iV hiV haSSiQeVV WR be fRXQd? He haUdl\ kQRZV, aQd dReV QRW
eYeQ aVk hiPVelf. IQ WhiV Za\ a ¶ZRUld Rf leiVXUe· WeQdV WR cRPe iQWR
beiQg eQWiUel\ RXWVide Rf Whe eYeU\da\ UealP, aQd VR SXUel\ aUWiɹcial
WhaW iW bRUdeUV RQ Whe ideal. BXW hRZ caQ WhiV SXUe aUWiɹcialiW\ be
cUeaWed ZiWhRXW SeUPaQeQW UefeUeQce WR RUdiQaU\ life, ZiWhRXW Whe
cRQVWaQWl\ UeQeZed cRQWUaVW WhaW Zill ePbRd\ WhiV UefeUeQce?

TheUe aUe SleQW\ Rf e[aPSleV iQ Whe SaVW Rf aUW aiPiQg WR
ePbelliVh eYeU\da\ life b\ VkilfXll\ WUaQVSRViQg iW: SUeVeQWiQg iW iQ a
ɻaWWeUiQg lighW, iPSRViQg a VW\le RQ iW Zhile ackQRZledgiQg iWV Ueal
achieYePeQWV ² FlePiVh aQd DXWch SaiQWiQg, fRU e[aPSle. WhaW iV
QeZ WRda\ iQ bRXUgeRiV VRcieW\ iV WhaW a cRPSleWe bUeak haV becRPe
iPSeUaWiYe (a facW WhaW cRQVWiWXWeV a VeUiRXV RbVWacle fRU aQ\ aWWePSW
aW UealiVP iQ aUW). CRQVeTXeQWl\ Whe aUW Rf RbWaiQiQg WhiV bUeak iV
QRZ a VSeciɹc aQd eageUl\ e[SlRiWed cRPPeUcial WechQiTXe. CleYeU
iPageV Rf Whe eYer\da\ aUe VXSSlied on a da\-Wo-da\ basis, iPageV
WhaW caQ Pake Whe Xgl\ beaXWifXl, Whe ePSW\ fXll, Whe VRUdid eleYaWed
² aQd Whe hideRXV ¶faVciQaWiQg·. TheVe iPageV VR VkilfXll\ aQd VR
SeUVXaViYel\ e[SlRiW Whe dePaQdV aQd diVVaWiVfacWiRQV Zhich eYeU\
¶PRdeUQ· PaQ caUUieV ZiWhiQ hiPVelf WhaW iW iV iQdeed YeU\ diɽcXlW WR
UeViVW beiQg VedXced aQd faVciQaWed b\ WheP, e[ceSW b\ becRPiQg
Uigidl\ SXUiWaQical, aQd, iQ UejecWiQg ¶VeQVaWiRQaliVP·, UejecWiQg ¶Whe
SUeVeQW· aQd life iWVelf.

The VXddeQ eUXSWiRQ Rf Ve[XaliW\ iQ Whe dRPaiQ Rf Whe iPage ²
aQd PRUe geQeUall\ iQ leiVXUe ² callV fRU aQ iQYeVWigaWiRQ iQ iWV RZQ



UighW. OXU eUa haV ZiWQeVVed Whe dePiVe Rf a ceUWaiQ QXPbeU Rf
UidicXlRXV WabRRV ² Zhich befRUe becRPiQg UidicXlRXV ZeUe YeU\
VeUiRXV iQdeed ² Zhich had iPSRVed a baQ RQ Ve[Xal PaWWeUV, RQ
clRWheV WhaW e[WeUQali]ed Ve[Xal chaUacWeUiVWicV, RQ bRdieV, RQ QXdiW\.
AQd \eW iW VWill SURdXceV a VhRck ZheQeYeU WhiV baQ iV WUaQVgUeVVed,
aV WhRXgh iW ZeUe VWill iQ fRUce. IPageV ZiWh a (PRUe RU leVV e[SliciW)
eURWic PeaQiQg, RU ViPSl\ Whe diVSla\ Rf a ZRPaQ·V bRd\, aUe
YiRleQWl\ aWWUacWiYe. The e[ceVViYe XVe Rf VXch iPageV iQ adYeUWiViQg
haV QRW \eW e[haXVWed Whe eʃecW Whe\ haYe RQ XV, aQd Ze Pa\
cRQclXde WhaW Whe\ cRUUeVSRQd WR VRPeWhiQg SURfRXQd. DiVSla\V Rf
Ve[XaliW\ aQd QXdiW\ bUeak ZiWh eYeU\da\ life, aQd SURYide Whe VeQVe
Rf a bUeak Zhich SeRSle lRRk fRU iQ leiVXUe: UeadiQg, VhRZV, eWc.55

OQ SRVWeUV, iQ VhRS ZiQdRZV, RQ Whe cRYeUV Rf Paga]iQeV, iQ ɹlPV,
eYeU\ZheUe WheUe aUe XQclRWhed ZRPeQ. IW iV a kiQd Rf eVcaSiVP
Zhich fURP ceUWaiQ aQgleV iV PRUe like a geQeUali]ed QeXURViV: WhiV
Ve[XaliW\ iV deSUeVViQg, WhiV eURWiciVP iV ZeaU\ aQd ZeaU\iQg,
PechaQical. TheUe iV QRWhiQg Ueall\ VeQVXal iQ WhiV XQbUidled
Ve[XaliW\, aQd WhaW iV SURbabl\ iWV PRVW SURfRXQd chaUacWeUiVWic.
FURP WhiV SRiQW Rf YieZ, Ze Zill QRW cUiWici]e eURWiciVP fRU beiQg
iPPRUal, RU iPPRdeVW, RU cRUUXSWiQg WR childUeQ, eWc. We leaYe WhaW
WR RWheU SeRSle. WhaW Ze Zill cUiWici]e ¶PRdeUQ· eURWiciVP fRU iV iWV
lack Rf geQXiQe VeQVXaliW\, a VeQVXaliW\ Zhich iPSlieV beaXW\ RU
chaUP, SaVViRQ RU PRdeVW\, SRZeU RYeU Whe RbjecW Rf deViUe, aQd
fXlɹlPeQW. WiWh ¶PRdeUQ· eURWiciVP Ze VWeS RXWVide Rf Whe eYeU\da\,
ZiWhRXW acWXall\ leaYiQg iW: iW VhRckV, iW VeePV bUXWal, aQd \eW WhiV
eʃecW iV VXSeUɹcial, SXUe aSSeaUaQce, leadiQg XV back WRZaUdV Whe
VecUeW Rf Whe eYeU\da\ ² diVVaWiVfacWiRQ.

ChaSliQ gaYe XV a genXine reYerse image Rf PRdeUQ WiPeV: iWV iPage
VeeQ WhURXgh a liYiQg PaQ, WhURXgh hiV VXʃeUiQgV, hiV WUibXlaWiRQV,
hiV YicWRUieV. We aUe QRZ eQWeUiQg Whe YaVW dRPaiQ Rf Whe illXsor\
reYerse image. WhaW Ze ɹQd iV a falVe ZRUld: ɹUVWl\ becaXVe iW iV QRW
a ZRUld, aQd becaXVe iW SUeVeQWV iWVelf aV WUXe, aQd becaXVe iW PiPicV
Ueal life clRVel\ iQ RUdeU WR UeSlace Whe Ueal b\ iWV RSSRViWe; b\
UeSlaciQg Ueal XQhaSSiQeVV b\ ɹcWiRQV Rf haSSiQeVV, fRU e[aPSle ²
b\ RʃeUiQg a ɹcWiRQ iQ UeVSRQVe WR Whe Ueal Qeed fRU haSSiQeVV ² aQd



VR RQ. ThiV iV Whe ¶ZRUld· Rf PRVW ɹlPV, PRVW Rf Whe SUeVV, Whe
WheaWUe, Whe PXVic hall: Rf a laUge VecWRU Rf leiVXUe acWiYiWieV.

HRZ VWUaQge Whe VSliW beWZeeQ Whe Ueal ZRUld aQd iWV UeYeUVe
iPage iV. FRU iQ Whe eQd iW iV QRW VWUaQge aW all, bXW a falVe
VWUaQgeQeVV, a cheaS-aQd-QaVW\, all-SeUYaViYe P\VWeU\.56

Of cRXUVe, Whe ɹcWiRQal aQd P\VWif\iQg ¶ZRUld· Rf leiVXUe iV QRW
liPiWed WR Whe e[SlRiWaWiRQ Rf Ve[, VeQWiPeQWaliW\ aQd cUiPe. SSRUW
WRR Zill haYe WR be VcUXWiQi]ed.

SSRUW haV deYelRSed b\ SUeVeQWiQg iWVelf aV Whe cXlWXUe Rf Whe
bRd\, Rf iQdiYidXal eQeUg\ aQd WeaP VSiUiW: aV a VchRRl fRU healWh.
WhaW haYe WheVe lRfW\ aPbiWiRQV achieYed? A YaVW VRcial
RUgaQi]aWiRQ (cRPPeUciali]ed RU QRW) aQd a gUeaW aQd RfWeQ
PagQiɹceQWl\ VSecWacXlaU mise en scqne deYRWed WR cRPSeWiWiYeQeVV.
The YRcabXlaU\ iV QRW ZiWhRXW iWV hXPRXU. PeRSle ZhR gR WR Whe
UaceV aQd beW RQ WheiU faYRXUiWe hRUVe aUe kQRZQ Rɽciall\ aV
¶VSRUWVPeQ·. EYeU\ fRRWball clXb haV iWV ¶VXSSRUWeUV·57 aQd a
VXSSRUWeU caQ be VRPeRQe ZhR haV QeYeU kicked a ball iQ hiV life. He
gReV WR Whe PaWch iQ hiV caU, RU b\ bXV RU Whe PeWUR. He SaUWiciSaWeV
iQ Whe acWiRQ aQd Sla\V VSRUW Yia aQ iQWeUPediaU\. He TXiYeUV ZiWh
eQWhXViaVP, he ɹdgeWV fUeQeWicall\, bXW he QeYeU PRYeV fURP hiV
VeaW. A cXUiRXV kiQd Rf ¶alieQaWiRQ·. SSRUW iV aQ acWiYiW\ Zhich iV
aSSaUeQWl\ iQcRPSaWible ZiWh illXViRQ, aQd \eW iQ facW iW cRQfURQWV XV
ZiWh a UeYeUVe iPage, a cRPSeQVaWiRQ fRU eYeU\da\ life.

SR Whe aQal\ViV Rf Whe UelaWiRQ beWZeeQ Whe QeedV Rf leiVXUe aQd
Whe RWheU aUeaV Zhich glRball\ Pake XS eYeU\da\ life SUeVeQWV PaQ\
diɽcXlW SURblePV. IW iV QRW VXɽcieQW ViPSl\ WR deVcUibe Whe facWV. TR
RbWaiQ aQ aQal\ViV Rf cRQWeQW, Ze Qeed a cRQceSWXal aSSaUaWXV WR
VXSSlePeQW deVcUiSWiRQ. IQ SaUWicXlaU Whe ShilRVRShical cRQceSW Rf
alieQaWiRQ iV eVVeQWial. IQ a VeQVe iW haV beeQ iQWURdXced fURP
RXWVide, bXW Slaced iQ Whe cRQWe[W Rf VRciRlRg\ iW becRPeV VcieQWiɹc
aQd allRZV Whe VRciRlRg\ Rf eYeU\da\ life WR becRPe a VcieQce aV
Zell aV a cUiWiTXe.

GeRUgeV FUiedPaQQ58 haV XQdeUWakeQ a lRQg aQd YeU\ Uichl\
dRcXPeQWed iQYeVWigaWiRQ iQWR hXPaQ labRXU iQ Zhich he haV
aWWePSWed WR SRVe Whe SURbleP Rf Whe UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ leiVXUe aQd
ZRUk.



IQ VXbVWaQce, WhiV ZRUk (O� Ya le WraYail hXmain) ideQWiɹeV leiVXUe
ZiWh fUeedRP aQd ZRUk ZiWh QeceVViW\. EYeU\ da\ Whe VXP WRWal Rf
WechQiTXeV iV WUaQVfRUPiQg Whe cRQdiWiRQV Rf e[iVWeQce. ¶EYeU\ iQVWaQW
Rf life iV PRUe aQd PRUe SeQeWUaWed b\ WheP· aQd Whe Wechnical
enYironmenW VXUURXQdiQg PaQ iV becRPiQg PRUe VXbVWaQWial b\ Whe
da\.59 The QRWiRQ Rf a WechQical eQYiURQPeQW geQeUali]eV Whe
UelaWiRQ beWZeeQ PaQ aQd PachiQe aQd e[WeQdV iW WR eYeU\da\ life.
HRZeYeU, Whe VcieQceV Rf PaQ, ZhRVe UighW WR e[aPiQe
PechaQi]aWiRQ aQd iWV eʃecWV caQQRW be cRQWeVWed,60 WhePVelYeV
PRdif\ Whe WechQical eQYiURQPeQW. The\ dR WhiV b\ aQ iQWellecWXal,
PRUal aQd VRcial UeaVVeUWiRQ Rf Whe YalXe Rf labRXU Zhich ¶WighWeQV
Whe liQk Rf iQWeUeVW beWZeeQ Whe ZRUkeU aQd VRcieW\, b\
VWUeQgWheQiQg Whe iQceQWiYeV Zhich jXVWif\ hiV ZRUk, eYeQ if iW iV
fUagPeQWed, aQd iQWegUaWe hiP ZiWhiQ a cRllecWiYiW\·.61 The hXPaQ
SURbleP iV WheUefRUe a dXal RQe: RQ Whe RQe haQd hRZ WR RUgaQi]e
labRXU UaWiRQall\, aQd RQ Whe RWheU hRZ WR RUgaQi]e leiVXUe
UaWiRQall\ ² eVSeciall\ ¶cRPSeQVaWRU\ leiVXUe·, iQ Zhich Whe ZRUkeUV
caQ e[SUeVV WheiU SeUVRQaliW\.62 IW ZRXld VeeP WheUefRUe WhaW
fUeedRP iQ aQd WhURXgh ZRUk cRPeV SUiQciSall\ fURP Whe
iQWeUYeQWiRQ Rf SV\chRWechQical RU VRciRlRgical WheRUeWiciaQV, iQ a
ZRUd fURP aQ iQWeUYeQWiRQ Rf Whe ¶VcieQceV Rf PaQ aSSlied WR
iQdXVWUial labRXU·,63 Zhich aVVXUeV fUeedRP ¶iQ VR faU aV iW e[iVWV iQ
WhiV dRPaiQ· ² Zhich accRUdiQg WR FUiedPaQQ iV QRW YeU\ faU. FRU Whe
WechQical eQYiURQPeQW iV fRllRZiQg iWV deVWiQ\. IW chaUacWeUi]eV QRW
RQl\ caSiWaliVW VRcieW\,64 bXW alVR iQdXVWUial ciYili]aWiRQ aV a ZhRle.

OQl\ Whe dRPaiQ Rf leiVXUe eVcaSeV Whe WechQical eQYiURQPeQW,
eVcaSeV QeceVViW\, iQ RWheU ZRUdV, eVcaSeV deSeUVRQali]aWiRQ. IQ RXU
leiVXUe acWiYiWieV Ze aUe alUead\ be\RQd WechQiTXeV. We achieYe a
leaS fURP QeceVViW\ iQWR fUeedRP, fURP Whe eQVlaYePeQW Rf Whe
iQdiYidXal iQWR ZhaWeYeU Zill SeUPiW hiV Velf-deYelRSPeQW.

GeRUgeV FUiedPaQQ haV had Whe iQdiVSXWable PeUiW Rf SRViQg
SURblePV aQd SRViQg WheP iQ a Zide-UaQgiQg Za\. He WakeV MaU[·V
aUgXPeQWV abRXW Whe ZRUkeU alieQaWed b\ a labRXU Zhich iV iWVelf
alieQaWed aQd UeQdeUV WheP cRQcUeWe iQ WeUPV Rf Whe eUa Ze liYe iQ.
(FRU MaU[, hRZeYeU, Whe alieQaWiRQ Rf Whe ZRUkeU b\ fUagPeQWed
labRXU aQd PachiQeV iV RQl\ RQe aVSecW Rf a laUgeU ² a WRWal ²



alieQaWiRQ Zhich aV VXch iV iQheUeQW iQ caSiWaliVW VRcieW\ aQd iQ
PaQ·V e[SlRiWaWiRQ Rf PaQ.)

IW iV ceUWaiQ WhaW Whe deYelRSPeQW Rf Whe SURdXcWiYe fRUceV (iQ
RWheU ZRUdV Rf WechQiTXeV) haV cRQVeTXeQceV ZiWhiQ Whe social
relaWions VWUXcWXUall\ liQked WR WheVe WechQiTXeV. MaQ\ MaU[iVWV haYe
VhXW WhePVelYeV aZa\ iQ a claVV VXbjecWiYiVP; WheiU XQdeUVWaQdiQg Rf
Whe VRcial UelaWiRQV Rf SURdXcWiRQ (iQ caSiWaliVW UegiPeV) iV UeVWUicWed
WR aQd bliQkeUed b\ Whe QRWiRQ Rf claVV VWUXggle. The\ haYe WhXV
QeglecWed WR VWXd\ Whe UelaWiRQV Rf SURdXcWiRQ iQ VR faU aV Whe\ aUe
liQked ZiWh Whe deYelRSPeQW Rf Whe SURdXcWiYe fRUceV. AQd WhiV
deVSiWe ZhaW LeQiQ had WR Va\ RQ Whe VXbjecW. AQal\ViQg PRQRSRl\
caSiWaliVP, he dePRQVWUaWed WhaW ¶XQdeUl\iQg WhiV iQWeUlRckiQg¬«¬iWV
YeU\ baVe, aUe Whe chaQgiQg VRcial UelaWiRQV Rf SURdXcWiRQ¬ «¬ iW
becRPeV eYideQW WhaW Ze haYe VRcialiVaWiRQ Rf SURdXcWiRQ¬ «¬ WhaW
SUiYaWe ecRQRPic aQd SUiYaWe SURSeUW\ UelaWiRQV cRQVWiWXWe a Vhell
Zhich QR lRQgeU ɹWV iWV cRQWeQWV·.65 B\ VWaUWiQg fURP aQ abVWUacW
QRWiRQ Rf Whe claVV VWUXggle, VRPe MaU[iVWV haYe QeglecWed QRW RQl\
WR VWXd\ Whe UeceQW PRdiɹcaWiRQV Rf caSiWaliVP aV VXch, bXW alVR Whe
¶VRciali]aWiRQ Rf SURdXcWiRQ·, aQd Whe QeZ cRQWeQWV Rf VSeciɹcall\
caSiWaliVW UelaWiRQV. SXch a VWXd\ cRXld SeUhaSV haYe PRdiɹed Whe
QRWiRQ Rf claVV VWUXggle, leadiQg WR Whe diVcRYeU\ Rf QeZ fRUPV Rf
VWUXggle.

TheVe TXeVWiRQV haYe beeQ SXW b\ ¶iQdXVWUial VRciRlRg\·. HaV iW
UeVRlYed WheP accXUaWel\ aQd cRPSleWel\? ThaW iV aQRWheU PaWWeU.
The XQdiVSXWed facW iV WhaW ViQce MaU[·V aQal\VeV, aQd ViQce LeQiQ·V,
Whe SURdXcWiYe fRUceV haYe deYelRSed, aQd WhiV ecRQRPic facW caQQRW
bXW haYe had cRQVeTXeQceV RQ Whe leYel Rf VRcial SheQRPeQa.

RaWheU WhaQ UeVRlYiQg all Whe SURblePV, MaU[·V VWaWePeQWV abRXW
labRXU aQd iWV UelaWiRQ ZiWh leiVXUe iQaXgXUaWed aQ aUea Rf UeVeaUch.
He SUedicWed WhaW ZRUk ZRXld becRPe PaQ·V fRUePRVW Qeed. The
fRUPXla iV RQl\ VXSeUɹciall\ cleaU. ObjecWiYel\, fRU VRcieW\, fRU Whe
VRcial PaQ, fRU Whe ¶cRllecWiYe ZRUkeU·, ZRUk haV alZa\V beeQ Whe
fRUePRVW Qeed. DReV MaU[ PeaQ WhaW Whe indiYidXal PaQ Zill
WUaQVfRUP WhiV RbjecWiYe Qeed iQWR aQ eVVeQWiall\ VXbjecWiYe RQe? SR
WhaW b\ aQd iQ WhiV ZRUk he Zill eliPiQaWe alieQaWiRQ? NR dRXbW, bXW
Whe fRUPXla iV diɽcXlW WR acceSW iQ UelaWiRQ WR ¶PRdeUQ· fUagPeQWed



labRXU. MRUeRYeU, if Ze SXW RXUVelYeV aW Whe YaQgXaUd Rf WechQiTXe
aQd Whe PRdeUQ SURdXcWiYe fRUceV, aQd cRQVideU Whe iPSlicaWiRQV Rf
aXWRPaWiRQ, WheQ Ze Zill Qeed WR iQWeUSUeW iW afUeVh. FRU aXWRPaWiRQ
aQd WUaQVfeU-PachiQeV WeQd WR diʃeUeQWiaWe labRXU b\ VSliWWiQg iW iQWR
YeU\ highl\ Vkilled ZRUk aQd ZRUk fRU Zhich QR Vkill aW all iV
UeTXiUed.

We Pa\ ceUWaiQl\ aɽUP WhaW ZRUk iV Whe fRXQdaWiRQ Rf SeUVRQal
deYelRSPeQW ZiWhiQ VRcial SUacWice. IW liQkV Whe iQdiYidXal ZiWh Whe
RWheU ZRUkeUV (RQ Whe VhRS ɻRRU, iQ Whe VRcial claVV, iQ Whe VRcial
V\VWeP) aQd alVR ZiWh kQRZledge; iW iV WhURXgh ZRUk WhaW Whe PXlWi-
WechQical edXcaWiRQ Zhich cRQWURlV Whe VXP WRWal Rf Whe SURdXcWiYe
SURceVVeV aQd VRcial SUacWice iV Pade SRVVible, aQd QeceVVaU\. AQd
\eW Whe fXlɹlPeQW Rf WheVe SRVVibiliWieV SUeVeQWV cRQVideUable
diɽcXlWieV. AQd XQdeU QR ciUcXPVWaQceV caQ Whe ¶biWW\· chaUacWeU Rf
labRXU be VeeQ aV cRQdXciYe WR Whe deYelRSPeQW Rf SeUVRQaliW\:
ZhaWeYeU iWV VRcial aQd SRliWical cRQWe[W, iW iV ¶alieQaWiQg·.

ElVeZheUe MaU[ ZURWe WhaW ¶WhiV alZa\V UePaiQV a UealP Rf
QeceVViW\. The WrXe realm of freedom, Whe deYelopmenW of hXman poZers
as an end in iWself, begins be\ond iW, WhoXgh iW can onl\ ɻoXrish ZiWh Whis
realm of necessiW\ as iWs basis. The UedXcWiRQ Rf Whe ZRUkiQg da\ iV Whe
baVic SUeUeTXiViWe.·66 TheUefRUe, accRUdiQg WR MaU[, Whe deYelRSPeQW
Rf Whe Qeed fRU leiVXUe aQd Whe QeedV Rf leiVXUe iV deeSl\ VigQiɹcaQW.
ReceQW FUeQch VRciRlRg\, aQd GeRUgeV FUiedPaQQ, haYe beeQ UighW
WR bUiQg WhiV WR Whe fRUe. BXW RQce WhaW haV beeQ Vaid, RXghW Ze WR
acceSW XQUeVeUYedl\ Whe QRWiRQ Rf leiVXUe aV Whe bUeakWhURXgh Rf
fUeedRP iQWR QeceVViW\? OU aV a leaS fURP QeceVViW\ iQWR fUeedRP?
AV MaU[ Vaid (aQd aV Hegel Vaid befRUe hiP), QeceVViW\ dReV QRW
diVaSSeaU iQ fUeedRP, aQd fUeedRP UelieV XSRQ QeceVViW\. We caQQRW
cRQceiYe Rf WheP aV e[WeUQal WR RQe RWheU, e[ceSW UelaWiYel\. The
QRWiRQ Rf fUee leiVXUe iV Yalid XS WR a ceUWaiQ SRiQW. Be\RQd WhaW
SRiQW iW iV iQadeTXaWe. If Ze SXVh iW WRR faU Ze UXQ Whe UiVk Rf
fRUgeWWiQg WhaW WheUe caQ be alienaWion in leisXre jXsW as in Zork (aQd
alieQaWiRQ SUeciVel\ iQ VR faU aV Whe ZRUkeU iV WU\iQg WR ¶diValieQaWe·
hiPVelf!).

ThXV Whe dialecWical aQal\ViV Rf leiVXUe aQd iWV UelaWiRQ ZiWh ZRUk
(aQ aQal\ViV Zhich iV aQ iQWegUal SaUW Rf Whe cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\



life) ZRXld VeeP iQ VRPe Za\V WR cRPSlePeQW Whe iQYeVWigaWiRQV Rf
bRWh Whe ¶iQdXVWUial VRciRlRgiVWV· aQd Whe ¶VRciRlRgiVWV Rf leiVXUe·.

WiWhiQ Whe fUaPeZRUk Rf bRXUgeRiV VRcieW\ (aQd Whe caSiWaliVW
UegiPe) ZRUk iV liYed aQd XQdeUgRQe b\ Whe ZRUkeU aV aQ alieQ aQd
RSSUeVViYe SRZeU. NRW RQl\ dR Whe WechQical diYiViRQ aQd Whe VRcial
diYiViRQ Rf labRXU RYeUlaS aQd iPSRVe WhePVelYeV RQ hiP ZiWhRXW
hiV kQRZiQg Whe UeaVRQV Zh\, bXW alVR he kQRZV WhaW he iV QRW
ZRUkiQg fRU hiPVelf, eiWheU diUecWl\ RU iQdiUecWl\. MRUeRYeU Whe
fUagPeQWed chaUacWeU Rf iQdiYidXal labRXU iV iQ facW iQWeUdeSeQdeQW
ZiWh Whe iQcUeaViQgl\ cRPSleWe VRciali]aWiRQ Rf SURdXcWiYe labRXU.
FUagPeQWaWiRQ aQd VRciali]aWiRQ aUe Whe dialecWicall\ cRQWUadicWRU\
aVSecWV Rf Whe labRXU SURceVV ZheUeYeU Whe SURdXcWiYe fRUceV aUe
highl\ deYelRSed. FUagPeQWed labRXU caQ RQl\ be PeaQiQgfXl aQd
SURdXcWiYe ZiWhiQ glRbal RU WRWal labRXU. ThXV fRU Whe ZRUkeU a dXal
Qeed deYelRSV iQ UeVSecW Rf hiV RZQ labRXU.

OQ Whe RQe haQd, Whe ZRUkeU aVSiUeV WR a knoZledge Rf Whe V\VWeP
iQ Zhich he Sla\V aQ iQWegUal SaUW: a ɹUP, aQd alVR a glRbal VRcieW\.
AQd WhiV iV alUead\ a PeaQV Rf QRW VXbPiWWiQg, a fUeeiQg hiPVelf
fURP iPSRVed cRQVWUaiQWV, Rf PaVWeUiQg QeceVViW\. IQ caSiWaliVW ɹUPV
WhiV cRQfXVed bXW Ueal aVSiUaWiRQ iV aQVZeUed iQ a P\VWif\iQg Za\ b\
¶hXPaQ UelaWiRQV· aQd ¶SXblic UelaWiRQV·.67 MaU[iVWV ZhR haYe
cUiWici]ed WheVe UeceQW, RUigiQall\ APeUicaQ, iQVWiWXWiRQV haYe Pade
Whe PiVWake Rf PeUel\ VeeiQg Whe ideRlRg\ Whe\ ePbRd\, aQd Rf
igQRUiQg Whe facW WhaW Whe\ cRUUeVSRQd WR a Ueal social need, bRUQ
SUeciVel\ fURP Whe VRciali]aWiRQ Rf labRXU. The\ haYe diVUegaUded
WhiV VRciali]aWiRQ Rf labRXU, iPagiQiQg WhaW iW haSSeQV RQl\ iQ
VRcialiVW UegiPeV, ZheUeaV iW iV iQ facW alVR a fXQcWiRQ Rf Whe
deYelRSPeQW Rf Whe SURdXcWiYe fRUceV. The\ haYe QRW XQdeUVWRRd
WhaW iQ VRcialiVP kQRZledge VaWiVɹeV a Qeed Zhich XQdeU caSiWaliVP
iV aQVZeUed b\ aQ ideRlRg\. ReciSURcall\, Whe PiVWake Rf Whe QRQ-
MaU[iVW iQdXVWUial VRciRlRgiVWV haV beeQ WhaW Whe\ haYe QRW alZa\V
VhRZQ WhaW WheVe iQQRYaWiRQV (hXPaQ UelaWiRQV, eWc.) ZeUe
UeVSRQdiQg WR QeedV SXUel\ iQ RUdeU WR haUQeVV WheP, WZiVW WheP,
deɻecW WheP fURP WheiU PeaQiQg, b\ UedXciQg WheP WR Whe
diPeQViRQV Rf Whe ɹUP aQd WR cRRSeUaWiRQ ZiWh Whe ePSlR\eUV.



MRUeRYeU, Whe ZRUkeU cUaYeV a VhaUS bUeak ZiWh hiV ZRUk, a
cRPSeQVaWiRQ. He lRRkV fRU WhiV iQ leiVXUe VeeQ aV eQWeUWaiQPeQW RU
diVWUacWiRQ.

IQ WhiV Za\ leiVXUe aSSeaUV aV Whe QRQ-eYeU\da\ iQ Whe eYeU\da\.
We caQQRW VWeS be\RQd Whe eYeU\da\. The PaUYellRXV caQ RQl\

cRQWiQXe WR e[iVW iQ ɹcWiRQ aQd Whe illXViRQV WhaW SeRSle VhaUe. TheUe
iV QR eVcaSe. AQd \eW Ze ZiVh WR haYe Whe illXViRQ Rf eVcaSe aV QeaU
WR haQd aV SRVVible. AQ illXViRQ QRW eQWiUel\ illXVRU\, bXW cRQVWiWXWiQg
a ¶ZRUld· bRWh aSSaUeQW aQd Ueal (Whe UealiW\ Rf aSSeaUaQceV aQd Whe
aSSaUeQWl\ Ueal) TXiWe diʃeUeQW fURP Whe eYeU\da\ ZRUld \eW aV
RSeQ-eQded aQd aV clRVel\ dRYeWailed iQWR Whe eYeU\da\ aV SRVVible.
SR Ze ZRUk WR eaUQ RXU leiVXUe, aQd leiVXUe haV RQl\ RQe PeaQiQg: WR
geW aZa\ fURP ZRUk. A YiciRXV ciUcle.

ThXV iV eVWabliVhed a cRPSle[ Rf acWiYiWieV aQd SaVViYiWieV, Rf
fRUPV Rf VRciabiliW\ aQd cRPPXQicaWiRQ Zhich Whe VRciRlRgiVW caQ
VWXd\. AlWhRXgh he caQQRW deVcUibe RU aQal\Ve WheP ZiWhRXW
cUiWici]iQg WheP aV beiQg (SaUWiall\) illXVRU\, he PXVW QeYeUWheleVV
VWaUW fURP Whe facW WhaW Whe\ cRQWaiQ ZiWhiQ WhePVelYeV WheiU RZQ
VSRQWaQeRXV cUiWiTXe Rf Whe eYeU\da\. The\ are WhaW cUiWiTXe iQ VR faU
aV Whe\ aUe oWher WhaQ eYeU\da\ life, aQd \eW Whe\ aUe in eYer\da\ life,
Whe\ aUe alienaWion. The\ caQ WhXV hRld a Ueal cRQWeQW, cRUUeVSRQd WR
a Ueal Qeed, \eW VWill UeWaiQ aQ illXVRU\ fRUP aQd a deceSWiYe
aSSeaUaQce.

ThXV leiVXUe aQd ZRUk aQd ¶SUiYaWe life· Pake XS a dialecWical
V\VWeP, a glRbal VWUXcWXUe. ThURXgh WhiV glRbal VWUXcWXUe Ze caQ
UecRQVWUXcW a hiVWRUicall\ Ueal SicWXUe Rf PaQ aQd Whe hXPaQ aW a
ceUWaiQ VWeS iQ WheiU deYelRSPeQW: aW a ceUWaiQ VWage Rf alieQaWiRQ
aQd diValieQaWiRQ.

E[aPSleV? SRPe aUe WR be fRXQd iQ Whe SUeVeQW YRlXPe. OWheUV
Zill be aQal\Ved iQ Whe Qe[W. LeW XV liVW WheP bUieɻ\:

The cafp: geQeUall\ aQ e[WUa-faPilial aQd e[WUa-SURfeVViRQal
PeeWiQg Slace, ZheUe SeRSle cRPe WRgeWheU RQ Whe baViV Rf SeUVRQal
aɽQiWieV (iQ SUiQciSle aQd aW leaVW aSSaUeQWl\), becaXVe Whe\ haYe
Whe VaPe VWUeeW RU Whe VaPe QeighbRXUhRRd iQ cRPPRQ UaWheU WhaQ



Whe VaPe SURfeVViRQ RU claVV (alWhRXgh WheUe dR e[iVW cafpV ZheUe Whe
clieQWV aUe SUedRPiQaQWl\ Rf Whe VaPe claVV RU SURfeVViRQ). IW iV a
Slace ZheUe Whe UegXlaUV caQ ɹQd a ceUWaiQ lX[XU\, if RQl\ RQ Whe
VXUface; ZheUe Whe\ caQ VSeak freel\ (abRXW SRliWicV, ZRPeQ, eWc.),
aQd ZheUe if ZhaW iV Vaid Pa\ be VXSeUɹcial, Whe fUeedRP WR Va\ iW iV
ɹeUcel\ defeQded; Zhere Whe\ pla\.

The fXnfair: a SeRSle·V eYeQW ZhRVe VXUYiYal aQd iQdeed
iQdXVWUiali]aWiRQ haYe RccaViRQed PXch aVWRQiVhPeQW. The QRiVe aQd
Whe deafeQiQg PXVic VXSSl\ Whe UeTXiUed bUeak. HeUe Ze eQWeU a
hXPble, UeVWleVV PicURcRVP, e[WUaRUdiQaU\ aQd YXlgaU. AQd
aSSaUeQWl\ cheaS. OQl\ WhiQgV Zhich PighW UePiQd XV Rf ZRUk aUe
e[clXded fURP WhiV PicURcRVP. IQ iW Ze ɹQd kQRZledge (Whe
aTXaUiXP, aQaWRPical diVSla\V), eURWiciVP (Qaked daQceUV), WUaYel,
ZRQdeUV, deSaUWXUeV, VSRUW, eWc.

Radio and, eYen more so, WeleYision, Whe VXddeQ YiRleQW iQWUXViRQ Rf
Whe ZhRle ZRUld iQWR faPil\ aQd ¶SUiYaWe· life, ¶SUeVeQWiɹed· iQ a Za\
Zhich diUecWl\ caSWXUeV Whe iPPediaWe PRPeQW, Zhich RʃeUV WUXWh
aQd SaUWiciSaWiRQ, RU aW leaVW aSSeaUV WR dR VR¬«

HeUe agaiQ Ze cRPe XS agaiQVW ceUWaiQ chaUacWeUiVWicV VSeciɹc WR
cXlWXUal RU cXlWiYaWed leiVXUe. TheVe fRUPV Rf leiVXUe haYe fXQcWiRQV
Zhich aUe bRWh QeZ aQd WUadiWiRQal (cRPSaUable ZiWh UeadiQg
bRRkV, liVWeQiQg WR VRQgV aQd SRePV, RU SeUhaSV daQciQg aV iW XVed
WR be). TheiU cRQWeQW iV QRW RQl\ eQWeUWaiQPeQW aQd Uela[aWiRQ, bXW
alVR kQRZledge. The\ dR QRW e[clXde SURdXcWiYe acWiYiWieV ²
VSeciali]ed WechQiTXeV ² bXW Whe\ cRQWURl WheP. SRPeWiPeV iW iV a
PaWWeU Rf WechQiTXeV Zhich haYe beeQ UeQdeUed RbVRleWe b\
SURdXcWiRQ aQd Zhich haYe becRPe RU aUe iQ Whe SURceVV Rf
becRPiQg VSRUWV (VailiQg, fRU e[aPSle). FiQall\, aV Ze haYe alUead\
PeQWiRQed, Whe XlWiPaWe chaUacWeUiVWic Rf VXch cXlWiYaWed leiVXUe
acWiYiWieV iV WhaW Whe\ lead XV back WRZaUdV Whe feeliQg Rf SUeVeQce,
WRZaUdV QaWXUe aQd Whe life Rf Whe VeQVeV (RU, aV Whe e[SeUWV ZRXld



Va\, WRZaUdV aQ aXdiR-YiVXal PilieX UeYiWali]ed b\ PRdeUQ
WechQiTXeV).

Of all Whe leiVXUe acWiYiWieV cRQcUeWe VRciRlRg\ VhRXld VcUXWiQi]e,
WheUe iV RQe Zhich QRZada\V VeePV SaUWicXlaUl\ UePaUkable.

EYeU\RQe kQRZV WhaW fRU PRUe WhaQ a ceQWXU\ Whe FUeQch VchRRl Rf
SaiQWiQg haV eQjR\ed ZRUld-Zide UeQRZQ. BXW dR eQRXgh SeRSle
Ueali]e WhaW iQ FUaQce SaiQWiQg iV becRPiQg a PaVV aUW? ThaW FUaQce
² fRU UeaVRQV Zhich aV \eW UePaiQ RbVcXUe ² iV becRPiQg a QaWiRQ Rf
SaiQWeUV? ¶SXQda\ SaiQWeUV·, SeRSle ZhR VSeQd WheiU leiVXUe WiPe
SaiQWiQg, e[iVW iQ WheiU WeQV aQd SeUhaSV hXQdUedV Rf WhRXVaQdV.
IQQXPeUable lRcal RU cRUSRUaWe ¶aUW e[hibiWiRQV· aUe held. ThXV, aW a
YeU\ high cXlWXUal leYel, leiVXUe WUaQVceQdV WechQical acWiYiW\ WR
becRPe aUW. OQ WhiV leYel iW VeePV WR be XViQg a ceUWaiQ PeaQV Rf
e[SUeVViRQ iQ RUdeU WR Ue-eVWabliVh a hRld RQ life iQ iWV eQWiUeW\. IQ
WhiV cRQWe[W leiVXUe iQYRlYeV aQ RUigiQal VeaUch ² ZheWheU clXPV\ RU
VkilfXl iV XQiPSRUWaQW ² fRU a VW\le Rf liYiQg. AQd SeUhaSV fRU aQ aUW
Rf liYiQg, fRU a kiQd Rf haSSiQeVV.

TR VXP XS, ZRUk, leiVXUe, faPil\ life aQd SUiYaWe life Pake XS a
ZhRle Zhich Ze caQ call a ¶glRbal VWUXcWXUe· RU ¶WRWaliW\· RQ
cRQdiWiRQ WhaW Ze ePShaVi]e iWV hiVWRUical, VhifWiQg, WUaQViWRU\
QaWXUe. If Ze cRQVideU Whe cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life aV aQ aVSecW Rf a
cRQcUeWe VRciRlRg\ Ze caQ eQYiVage a YaVW eQTXiU\ Zhich Zill lRRk
aW SURfeVViRQal life, faPil\ life aQd leiVXUe acWiYiWieV iQ WeUPV Rf WheiU
PaQ\-Vided iQWeUacWiRQV. OXU SaUWicXlaU cRQceUQ Zill be WR e[WUacW
ZhaW iV liYiQg, QeZ, SRViWiYe ² Whe ZRUWhZhile QeedV aQd fXlɹlPeQWV
² fURP Whe QegaWiYe elePeQWV: Whe alieQaWiRQV.

V Some Overviews on the ¶Modern World·

AV I lRRk XS fURP ZUiWiQg WheVe SageV, I Vee befRUe Pe RQe Rf Whe
lRYelieVW laQdVcaSeV iQ Whe VXbXUbV Rf PaUiV. IQ Whe diVWaQce, Whe
lRQg, la]\ cXUYe Rf Whe SeiQe, calP aQd blXe, ZiWh iWV VWUiQgV Rf
baUgeV. RRZV Rf VSaUkliQg caUV aUe dUiYiQg acURVV Whe SRQW de SaiQW-
ClRXd. A hill WR Whe lefW, aQRWheU WR Whe UighW. OQ WheVe hillV, gURYeV
Rf WUeeV, gaUdeQV, PeadRZV, Whe laVW UePQaQWV Rf UR\al RU SUiQcel\



dRPaiQV. OQ WheiU iVlaQd, beWZeeQ Whe QRble liQeV Rf WheVe hillVideV,
I caQ Vee Whe cRQceQWUaWed SRZeU Rf Whe ReQaXlW facWRUieV. BXW
QeaUeU, WXPbliQg dRZQ Whe gURRYe Rf Whe Yalle\ Rf Whe SqYUe like
iQVecWV, iQ a SURVaic diVRUdeU, liWWle hRXVeV VeSaUaWed b\ kiWcheQ
gaUdeQV ZheUe gXaUd-dRgV baUk aQd caWV Zail aW QighW. The\ aUe
called ¶SaYiliRQV·, bXW QR iURQ\ iV iQWeQded. BeWZeeQ WheVe SaYiliRQV
lie alle\Za\V, PXdd\ SaWhV ZheUe Whe SXddleV aUe QeYeU dU\. TheiU
RZQeUV· VXSeUɹcialiW\ RR]eV fRUWh iQ aQ abXQdaQce Rf UidicXlRXV
deWailV, chiQa aQiPalV RQ Whe URRfV, glaVV glRbeV aQd Zell-SUXQed
VhUXbV alRQg Whe PiQiaWXUe SaWhV, SlaTXeV adRUQed ZiWh PRWWRV, Velf-
iPSRUWaQW SediPeQWV. FURP P\ ZiQdRZ I caQ Vee a hXge QRWice
Qailed WR a WUee iQ RQe Rf Whe kiWcheQ gaUdeQV, SURclaiPiQg: ¶DaQgeU
Rf deaWh. KeeS RXW.· OQ SXQda\ PRUQiQgV, eVSeciall\ ZheQ Whe
ZeaWheU iV ɹQe, WheVe liWWle hRXVeV RSeQ WheiU eQWUailV WR Whe VXQ ZiWh
VWUiQgV Rf Ued eideUdRZQV, VheeWV, blaQkeWV. The\ VSUead RYeU Whe
hillVide like hXQdUedV Rf dead chickeQV iQ aQ iPPeQVe VhRS ZiQdRZ.

NRW PXch SRYeUW\ heUe. The VlXPV aUe faUWheU dRZQ. AQd \eW QRW
RQl\ bRXUgeRiV aQd SeWW\ bRXUgeRiV liYe RQ WheVe hillVideV; WheUe aUe
alVR facWRU\ ePSlR\eeV, ZRUkeUV. YRXU QeighbRXU cRXld be a Wa[i
dUiYeU.

IQ Whe diVWaQce, WXPXlW, SRZeU, cUeaWiRQ, lX[XU\ ² aQd SRYeUW\ aV
Zell. HeUe Whe ciW\ haV gURZQ iWVelf aQ aSSeQdi[. IQ aPRQg Whe
UePQaQWV Rf a PighW\ SaVW iW haV eVWabliVhed VRPeWhiQg WeUUif\iQg:
PediRcUiW\. BXW fRU Whe AlgeUiaQ ZRUkeUV aW ReQaXlW, aQd fRU PaQ\
RWheUV beVideV, gRiQg iQWR RQe Rf WheVe liWWle hRXVeV ZRXld be like
eQWeUiQg heaYeQ.

Wh\ VhRXld I Va\ aQ\WhiQg agaiQVW WheVe SeRSle ZhR ² like Pe ²
cRPe hRPe fURP ZRUk eYeU\ da\? The\ VeeP WR be deceQW fRlk ZhR
liYe ZiWh WheiU faPilieV, ZhR lRYe WheiU childUeQ. CaQ Ze blaPe WheP
fRU QRW ZaQWiQg Whe ¶ZRUld· iQ Zhich Whe\ feel UeaVRQabl\ aW hRPe WR
be WUaQVfRUPed?

PlaWiWXde. TheUe aUe VWill cRQWUaVWV heUe Zhich giYe iW a ceUWaiQ
chaUP. A feZ PRUe liWWle deYelRSPeQWV, aQd eYeQ WhaW Zill
diVaSSeaU. MediRcUiW\ Zill haYe VZaPSed WhiV PaUiViaQ VXbXUb jXVW
aV iW haV VZaPSed YillageV aV PXch aV WeQ kilRPeWUeV aZa\ fURP Whe



ciW\. OQe haV WR gR back WR Whe Rɽce bXildiQgV iQ Whe ceQWUe Rf PaUiV
WR UediVcRYeU VRPeWhiQg Rf Whe beaXW\ RU chaUP Rf WiPeV gRQe b\.

Will WheUe eYeU be aQ\WhiQg gUeaW Zhich iV QRW dehXPaQi]ed ² RU a
fRUP Rf haSSiQeVV Zhich iV QRW WiQged ZiWh PediRcUiW\?

The SicWXUeVTXe iV diVaSSeaUiQg ZiWh a UaSidiW\ Zhich SURYideV
Whe UeacWiRQaUieV ZiWh aQ aPSle VXSSl\ Rf aPPXQiWiRQ fRU WheiU
SURclaPaWiRQV aQd jeUePiadV. AbRYe all iW iV beiQg UedXced WR iWV Yile
eVVeQce: SRYeUW\. WhaW XVed WR be iWV VSaUk Rf beaXW\ ² Whe SUiPiWiYe
diYeUViW\ Rf eYeU\da\ PaQ, Whe geQeURViW\ Rf hiV QaWXUe, Whe PaQ\-
faceWed lRcal ecceQWUiciWieV, Whe bUXWal, VZaUPiQg WXPXlW ² WhaW
beaXW\ haV diVaSSeaUed. IW haV becRPe cRQgealed iQWR VR PaQ\
PXVeXP SieceV ɻRaWiQg RQ Whe PXdd\ RceaQ Rf deVWiWXWiRQ. WhaW
diVaSSRiQWPeQWV aZaiW Whe QawYe WUaYelleU WR Whe faPRXV ciWieV Rf Whe
fabXlRXV EaVW! WeUe all WhRVe Rld VWRU\-WelleUV l\iQg? Did Whe\ Vee
WhiQgV diʃeUeQWl\ WheQ? CaQ WhiQgV aQd SeRSle haYe chaQged VR
PXch? The eageUl\ aZaiWed ZRQdeUV, Whe PaUYellRXV VXUSUiVeV, Whe
UXiQV, Whe PRQXPeQWV, Whe VWRUieV fURP Whe ThRXVaQd aQd OQe
NighWV, Whe fRlkVRQgV aQd daQceV ² Whe\ aUe QR lRQgeU eQRXgh WR
cRlRXU Whe VSecWacle aQd WUaQVfRUP iW fRU XV. NaSleV, Baghdad,
CalcXWWa: Whe VaPe VXQ VhiQeV dRZQ RQ Whe VaPe UagV, Whe VaPe
UXQQiQg VRUeV. The P\WhV haYe diVaSSeaUed, Whe UiWXalV aQd Pagic
VSellV haYe lRVW WheiU glaPRXU. All Ze caQ Vee QRZ aUe Whe deVWiWXWe
PaVVeV, aQd Whe igQRble aSSaUaWXV Rf dRPiQaWiRQ Zhich lieV RYeU
WheP, Whe XQlRYel\ aUW Rf SRZeU. TheUe iV QRWhiQg lefW WR VedXce XV.
EYeU\ZheUe a baUe-faced diVSla\ Rf fRUce: UiɻeV, aUPRXUed caUV,
SRlicePeQ.

WheUeYeU SeRSle aUe iQ Whe WhUReV Rf libeUaWiRQ fURP Whe Rld
RSSUeVViRQV, Whe\ aUe alVR VacUiɹciQg ² WheUe iV QR Za\ Whe\ caQ
aYRid iW ² ceUWaiQ Za\V Rf life Zhich fRU PaQ\ \eaUV ZeUe gUeaW aQd
beaXWifXl. The WUacWRU aQd Whe PechaQical VeedeU PXVW UeSlace Whe
geVWXUeV Rf Whe SlRXghPaQ. ThXV ZheQ backZaUd cRXQWUieV PRYe
fRUZaUd Whe\ SURdXce XgliQeVV, SlaWiWXde aQd PediRcUiW\ aV WhRXgh
WhaW PeaQW SURgUeVV. AQd Whe adYaQced cRXQWUieV Zhich haYe kQRZQ
hiVWRU\ iQ all iWV gUeaWQeVV, SURdXce SlaWiWXde aV WhRXgh iWV
SURlifeUaWiRQ ZeUe iQeYiWable.



SR Whe NeZ ChiQa, fURP Whe lRZlieVW SeaVaQW giUl WR Whe higheVW
PaUW\ chief, dUeVVeV XS iQ blXe RYeUallV. She haV giYeQ XS Whe
PaQdaUiQV· VilkV, fRU hXQdUedV Rf PilliRQV Rf SeaVaQWV Whe diUecW
RSSRViWe Rf WheiU RZQ UagV. She haV UelegaWed WheP WR PXVeXPV RU
WXUQed WheP iQWR e[SRUW iWePV, alRQg ZiWh Whe Pagic dUagRQV aQd
iYRU\ bXddhaV. She iV becRPiQg aXVWeUe, heU PiQd beQW RQ beiQg
YicWRUiRXV RQ Whe labRXU fURQW. SRlid ReSXblicV aUe fRXQded RQ
YiUWXe.

IQ Whe USSR iQ SeSWePbeU aQd OcWRbeU 1954 YaUiRXV aUWicleV
aSSeaUed Zhich SUeVeQWed VRPe QeZ SURblePV. The KommXnisW Rf
14 OcWRbeU VXggeVWV WhaW Whe VWaQdaUd Rf cXlWXUe iQ Whe SRYieW UQiRQ
aQd Whe haQdliQg Rf dialecWical aQal\ViV ZeUe UeachiQg a SRiQW ZheUe
Whe ViPSliɹed black-RU-ZhiWe, gRRd-YeUVXV-bad YieZ Rf UealiW\ Zhich
had beeQ geQeUall\ acceSWed hiWheUWR ZRXld haYe WR be abaQdRQed.
ThXV ZUiWeUV, aUWiVWV aQd ShilRVRSheUV Qeeded WR VeW abRXW e[aPiQiQg
UealiW\ aQd life iQ all WheiU aVSecWV, diVWiQgXiVhiQg beWZeeQ WheiU
YaUiRXV elePeQWV, diVceUQiQg Whe VeedV Rf Whe QeZ geUPiQaWiQg iQ Whe
Rld, VeSaUaWiQg Whe SRViWiYe fURP Whe QegaWiYe, bXW alVR gUaVSiQg all
Whe cRQWUadicWiRQV, eYeQ iQ ZhaW ZaV QeZ.

AW Whe VaPe WiPe (aQd, WR bRUURZ a WiPe-hallRZed fRUPXla, WhiV
ZaV QR cRiQcideQce) Whe SURbleP Rf WasWe ZaV UaiVed iQ Whe USSR fRU
Whe ɹUVW WiPe. OQ 10 OcWRbeU Whe UeYieZ NoY\ Mir ZUiWeV: ¶DXUiQg
Whe SeUiRd Rf Whe cRQVWUXcWiRQ Rf CRPPXQiVW VRcieW\, Whe SURbleP
aUiVeV Rf hRZ WR elabRUaWe a VW\le Rf liYiQg iQ PaWeUial cXlWXUe Zhich
Zill beVW VaWiVf\ SRSXlaU UeTXiUePeQWV.· TheUe fRllRZV a cRPSaUiVRQ
beWZeeQ ¶Whe iQdXVWUial aeVWheWic· Rf caUV aQd UailZa\ eQgiQeV, aQd
Whe aeVWheWic aQachURQiVP Rf Whe RbjecWV RQ Vale iQ Whe MRVcRZ
VWRUeV: VRfaV ZiWh fUiQgeV, bedV ZiWh fUXiW-aQd-ɻRZeU decRUaWiRQV,
iPiWaWiRQV Rf Whe PiUURUV aQd kQick-kQackV WR be VeeQ iQ Whe SaYR\
(a UeVWaXUaQW fUeTXeQWed b\ WUadeVPeQ XQdeU Whe Rld UegiPe).

AQd Whe ShilRVRSheU Ale[aQdURY, ZhR ZaV WheQ MiQiVWeU Rf
CXlWXUe, iV TXRWed fRU hiV SaUW aV fRllRZV: ¶eYeU\WhiQg VXUURXQdiQg
PaQ iQ hiV eYeU\da\ life ² hRXVeV, aUchiWecWXUe, Whe RUgaQi]aWiRQ Rf
liYiQg VSace, fXUQiWXUe aQd hRXVehRld RbjecWV ² iV alVR SaUW Rf
cXlWXUe, aQd iQɻXeQceV WaVWe¬«·



The SRYieWV aUe WhXV diVcRYeUiQg SURblePV Zhich Ze, ZhR liYe iQ
a caSiWaliVW cRXQWU\, haYe beeQ aZaUe Rf fRU a lRQg WiPe (Zhich dReV
QRW PeaQ WhaW Ze haYe VRlYed WheP). AV faU aV Whe VW\le Rf eYeU\da\
life iV cRQceUQed, Whe SRYieWV haYe QRW SURgUeVVed faU be\RQd 1900.
The\ aUe diVcRYeUiQg social needs Zhich aUe alUead\ kQRZQ aQd
Zhich haYe alUead\ beeQ e[SlRUed (Zhich iV QRW Whe VaPe WhiQg aV
Va\iQg WhaW Whe\ haYe beeQ VaWiVɹed RU fXlɹlled). The\ haYe aWWaiQed
SeWW\-bRXUgeRiV PediRcUiW\ aV WhRXgh WhaW ZeUe SURgUeVV. HRZ
eaVil\ aQd TXickl\ Zill Whe\ leaYe iW behiQd WheP? TRda\ Whe laWeVW
VWRS iV Whe ¶iQdXVWUial aeVWheWic·, aQ Rld cheVWQXW Zhich iV liable WR
iQYRlYe WheP iQ PRUe WhaQ RQe laSVe Rf WaVWe¬«

TheVe RbVeUYaWiRQV aUe QRW iQWeQded WR iPSl\ aQ\ hRVWiliW\ RU eYeQ
PiVWUXVW Rf Whe USSR, Zhich UePaiQV Whe objecWiYe VXSSRUW Rf Whe
dePRcUaWic fRUceV aQd Whe VRcialiVW PRYePeQW. OQ Whe cRQWUaU\: WhaW
a gUeaW ciYili]aWiRQ iQ Whe SURceVV Rf fRUPaWiRQ VhRXld e[SUeVV VXch
SURblePV fUaQkl\ aQd lXcidl\ caQ be cRQVideUed a VigQ Rf iWV YigRXU
aQd iQQRYaWiYeQeVV. BXW QeYeUWheleVV WheVe facWV giYe fRRd fRU
WhRXghW; Ze RbVeUYe WhaW VRcialiVP aQd Whe cRQVWUXcWiRQ Rf VRcialiVP
alVR iQYRlYe cUiWiciVP Rf eYeU\da\ life. While QRW QeceVVaUil\
agUeeiQg ZiWh JeaQ-MaUie DRPeQach·V cRQclXViRQV, Ze caQ acceSW
ZhaW he haV WR Va\ RQ Whe VXbjecW Rf YXgRVlaYia:

We haYe failed WR Sa\ eQRXgh aWWeQWiRQ iQ RXU aQal\VeV WR WhiV PRUe iPPediaWe aQd leVV
eaVil\ gUaVSed UealiW\ Rf eYeU\da\ life; leW XV QRW fRUgeW iW, MaU[iVP VWaUWed fURP a
cRQcUeWe RbVeUYaWiRQ Rf alieQaWiRQ, aQd aiPed WR eliPiQaWe iW. NRWhiQg ZRXld be PRUe
XVefXl WRda\ WhaQ a VRciRlRg\ Rf eYeU\da\ life, VeSaUaWe fURP SURclaPaWiRQV aQd Rɽcial
VWaWiVWicV, a VRciRlRg\ Rf Whe cRQdiWiRQV Rf Ueal e[iVWeQce iQ a VRcialiVW cRXQWU\: Ze cRXld
Wake a fUeVh lRRk aW Whe VhRUWageV aQd Whe VXʃeUiQgV Zhich lead WR XQe[SecWed e[SlRViRQV
Rf XQUeVW; b\ VWXd\iQg QeZ alieQaWiRQV Ze cRXld achieYe a QeZl\ cRQceiYed UeYRlXWiRQaU\
WheRU\ Zhich ZRXld QR lRQgeU be baVed e[clXViYel\ RQ Whe SRYeUW\ Rf Whe ZRUkeUV iQ
1850, bXW RQ Whe cRQcUeWe VXʃeUiQgV Rf Whe PeQ Rf 1956. Sadl\, QR VXch VRciRlRg\ e[iVWV
aV \eW, iQ aQ\ Rf Whe SRSXlaU dePRcUacieV (alWhRXgh RbjecWiYe VXUYe\V RQ ZRUk, \RXWh,
eWc. ZRXld helS WR aYRid a gRRd PaQ\ ZURQg WXUQV), aQd Ze haYe WR Pake dR ZiWh
fUagPeQWaU\ iPSUeVViRQV, QaWXUall\ VXbjecW WR chaQce, PRRd, aQd WheUefRUe e[WUePel\
TXeVWiRQable¬«68



ThiV leadV XV iQ WXUQ WR SRVe \eW PRUe SURblePV.
A feZ \eaUV agR, ¶Whe QeZ PaQ·, Whe VRcialiVW RU CRPPXQiVW PaQ,

VeePed Uadicall\ aQd iQɹQiWel\ diʃeUeQW fURP ZhaW ¶Ze· aUe, ¶Ze·
ZhR aUe iPPeUVed iQ caSiWaliVP aQd cRQWaPiQaWed b\ Whe
bRXUgeRiVie eYeQ iQ WeUPV Rf Whe Za\ Ze VWUXggle agaiQVW iW. ThiV iV
hRZ liWeUaWXUe SUeVeQWed Whe QeZ PaQ: eQWiUel\ SRViWiYe, heURic,
feaUleVV aQd blaPeleVV iQ ZRUk, ZaU RU lRYe. He ZaV deɹQed b\ hiV
ZhRleheaUWed deYRWiRQ WR (VRcialiVW) VRcieW\ aQd b\ Whe Za\ he
diVcRYeUed Whe PeaQiQg Rf hiV iQdiYidXaliW\ iQ dedicaWiRQ aQd Velf-
VacUiɹce. ThaW Whe iQdiYidXal ZaV dedicaWed WR VRcieW\, WhaW he ZaV
deɹQed aV Zell aV deWeUPiQed b\ VRcieW\, ZaV QeYeU dRXbWed fRU RQe
PiQXWe, aQd WhiV aɽUPaWiRQ fRUPed Whe baViV fRU bRWh aQ eWhic aQd
aQ aeVWheWic.

HRZeYeU QeiWheU WhiV eWhic QRU WhiV aeVWheWic ZaV eYeU VXcceVVfXll\
RU cleaUl\ fRUPXlaWed. EYeQ leVV ZaV aQ\WhiQg deɹQiWiYe ZUiWWeQ, RU a
VW\le Rf liYiQg deYelRSed, Zhich PighW haYe iPSRVed WheP. IV WhaW
QRW aQ iQdicaWiRQ, Whe YiVible VigQ Rf a ɻaZ? The V\PSWRP Rf
VRPeWhiQg lackiQg? IQ facW iW becaPe cleaU WhaW Whe e[alWaWiRQ Rf Whe
VRcial PaQ iQ VRcialiVW VRcieW\ ZaV eQdiQg XS aV a VeW Rf SeUfXQcWRU\
iPageV Rf liPiWed iQWeUeVW aQd ceUWaiQl\ Rf liPiWed XVe RQce Whe\ had
RXWliYed ceUWaiQ VSeciɹc ciUcXPVWaQceV (Whe VWUXggle fRU Whe PlaQ,
SURdXcWiRQ gRalV, RU Whe ZaU eʃRUW). SR iQ Slace Rf Whe PRQRWRQRXV
diVSla\ Rf ¶SRViWiYe heUReV· WheUe ZaV a dePaQd fRU iPageV Rf Whe
Ueal PaQ, diYeUVe, iQdiYidXal, cRPSleWe ZiWh hiV cRQɻicWV aQd
cRQWUadicWiRQV, aQd e[ePSliɹed iQ hiV diʃeUeQW W\SeV. TheUe ZaV
eYeQ aQ Rɽcial VWaWePeQW WR Whe eʃecW WhaW ceUWaiQ QegaWiYe W\SeV
ZeUe QRW ZiWhRXW iQWeUeVW ² aQd WhaW WheUe ZeUe a gUeaW PaQ\ PeQ
aQd ZRPeQ ZhR e[SeUieQce ZiWhiQ WhePVelYeV Whe claVh beWZeeQ
Whe Rld aQd Whe QeZ, Whe SRViWiYe aQd Whe QegaWiYe. MeQ aQd ZRPeQ
iQ WUaQViWiRQ¬«

ThXV iW iV iQ hiV ViPilaUiWieV ZiWh hRZ PeQ XVed WR be WhaW Whe QeZ
PaQ becRPeV hXPaQi]ed. AQd Ze ɹQd Whe VRcialiVW RU CRPPXQiVW
PaQ PXch PRUe iQWeUeVWiQg ZheQ Whe diVWaQce beWZeeQ hiP aQd ¶XV·
iV UedXced. He gaiQV iQ V\PSaWh\ aQd iQWeUeVW ZhaW he lRVeV iQ WeUPV
Rf hiV abiliW\ WR iPSUeVV Whe QawYe aQd Whe VWXSid. EYeQ if Whe
cRQWUadicWiRQV aUe diʃeUeQW, eYeQ if Whe\ PXVW be ePShaVi]ed iQ



diʃeUeQW Za\V, eYeQ if RYeU WheUe Whe\ aUe fUXiWfXl Zhile back heUe
Whe\ aUe deYaVWaWiQg, eYeQ if Whe aWWiWXde Rf Whe VRcialiVW PaQ
WRZaUdV hiV ZRUk aQd VRcieW\ iV WRWall\ diʃeUeQW WR ¶RXUV·, Whe
cRQWUadicWiRQV allRZ XV WR XQdeUVWaQd, WR kQRZ, WR cRPPXQicaWe.
The\ eQlighWeQ ¶XV·. IQ Whe SaVW aQ RYeU-facile UheWRUic haV WakeQ Whe
¶VRcialiVW PaQ· aQd Whe ¶CRPPXQiVW PaQ· RYeU, cRPSaUiQg WheP WR
VaiQWV, WR kQighWV iQ VhiQiQg aUPRXU. FURP RXU lRZl\ SRViWiRQV Ze
lRRked XS iQ adPiUaWiRQ aW Whe PRViWiYe HeUR. IW ZaV QRW SRVVible WR
lRYe hiP. NRZ WhaW he haV becRPe cRQWUadicWRU\, Whe VRcialiVW PaQ
iV QR WalleU WhaQ Ze aUe.

BXW WhiV PeaQV Ze caQ aVk hiP TXeVWiRQV. BXW WhiV PeaQV Ze
becRPe PRUe dePaQdiQg. We aVk RXUVelYeV: ¶WhaW iV VRcialiVP
e[acWl\? HRZ dReV iW iQWeUYeQe iQ eYeU\da\ life? WhaW dReV iW
chaQge?· AQd Whe aQVZeU iV XQcleaU. The eliPiQaWiRQ Rf Whe
bRXUgeRiVie aQd claVV aQWagRQiVPV? The VXSSUeVViRQ Rf caSiWaliVW
UelaWiRQV Rf SURSeUW\ aQd SURdXcWiRQ? TheVe aUe RQl\ QegaWiYe
deɹQiWiRQV. We ɹQd Whe SicWXUe Rf a bRXUgeRiV VRcieW\ ZiWhRXW a
bRXUgeRiVie QeiWheU UeaVVXUiQg QRU VaWiVf\iQg. We WhiQk WhaW WheUe iV,
RU Zill be, VRPeWhiQg elVe. BXW ZhaW? AcceSWiQg RQe·V ZRUk, PakiQg
iW ² ZilliQgl\ if SRVVible ² RQe·V ɹUVW SUiRUiW\, ZRUkiQg haUdeU, ZilliQg
SURdXcWiYiW\ WR iQcUeaVe UaWheU WhaQ PeUel\ SXWWiQg XS ZiWh iW?
TheVe ideaV aUe ɹQe aV faU aV Whe\ gR. AdPiWWedl\ Whe\ aUe SURbabl\
all eVVeQWial, YeU\ iPSRUWaQW fRU Whe VRcial UelaWiRQV Rf SURdXcWiRQ,
aQd SeUhaSV Whe\ ZRXld gR VRPe Za\ WRZaUdV deɹQiQg a PRde Rf
SURdXcWiRQ ecRQRPicall\. BXW aV a deɹQiWiRQ Rf a cXlWXUe, a
ciYili]aWiRQ, a hXPaQiW\, a jR\ Rf liYiQg Zhich aUe Ueall\ neZ, Whe\
aUe iQadeTXaWe. NRU caQ Whe\ deɹQe a ZRUWhZhile Za\ Rf liYiQg
Zhich cRXld cRPe iQWR beiQg WhaQkV WR iWV RZQ SRZeUV Rf
SeUVXaViRQ.69

The SURbleP iV QRW liPiWed WR eWhicV aQd aeVWheWicV. IW fRUceV XV WR
UeWXUQ WR Whe WheRUeWical aQd VcieQWiɹc SUiQciSleV Rf MaU[iVP. WhaW
iV Whe e[acW URle Rf Whe SURdXcWiYe fRUceV iQ VRcieW\? UQTXeVWiRQabl\
SURdXcWiRQ iQ Whe USSR aQd iQ Whe RWheU cRXQWUieV Rf Whe VRcialiVW
caPS iV gURZiQg aW aQ iQcUeaViQgl\ UaSid UaWe, aQd abRYe all VR aUe
Whe PeaQV Rf SURdXcWiRQ (MaU[·V DeSaUWPeQW I).



IW iV lXdicURXV WR deɹQe VRcialiVP VRlel\ b\ Whe deYelRSPeQW Rf Whe
SURdXcWiYe fRUceV. EcRQRPic VWaWiVWicV caQQRW aQVZeU Whe TXeVWiRQ:
¶WhaW iV VRcialiVP?· MeQ dR QRW ɹghW aQd die for WRQV Rf VWeel, RU fRU
WaQkV RU aWRPic bRPbV. The\ aVSiUe WR be haSS\, QRW WR SURdXce.
WhaW iV PRUe, bRWh SURdXcWiRQ (glRbal RU SeU caSiWa) aQd labRXU
SURdXcWiYiW\ aUe eYeQ higheU iQ Whe USA WhaQ Whe\ aUe iQ Whe USSR.

The SURdXcWiYe fRUceV dR QRW deɹQe VRcialiVP. FRU VRcialiVP, iW iV
QeceVVaU\ fRU Whe SURdXcWiYe fRUceV WR be aW a high leYel, aV Whe
e[aPSle Rf Whe USSR VhRZV, bXW WhaW iV QRW eQRXgh WR iQVWiWXWe iW, aV
Whe e[aPSle Rf Whe USA VhRZV. AQd \eW if ¶life iV WR chaQge· iW iV
eVVeQWial fRU Whe SURdXcWiYe fRUceV WR Ueach a ceUWaiQ leYel.
MRUeRYeU, chaQge iQ Whe SRliWical VXSeUVWUXcWXUe (iQ iWV claVV QaWXUe:
heUe Whe bRXUgeRiV SWaWe ² WheUe Whe SURleWaUiaQ SWaWe, cRQWURlliQg
Whe PeaQV Rf SURdXcWiRQ, Whe dicWaWRUVhiS Rf Whe SURleWaUiaW, iWV
leadiQg URle ePbRdied iQ aQd e[eUciVed b\ Whe PaUW\) dReV QRW ipso
facWo iPSl\ a cRQcUeWe chaQge iQ Whe Za\ SeRSle liYe. IQ Whe
caSiWaliVW cRXQWUieV, Whe VXSeUVWUXcWXUeV (Whe ¶VhellV· iQ Whe VeQVe
LeQiQ XVed Whe ZRUd iQ Whe We[W TXRWed eaUlieU) aUe iQ cRQWUadicWiRQ
ZiWh Whe liYiQg cRQWeQWV, becaXVe Whe\ lag behind WheP, ZheWheU iW be
Whe SWaWe RU legal UelaWiRQV Rf SURSeUW\. ThiV VXSeUVWXcWXUal
backZaUdQeVV acWV aV a bUake. AQd iW Zill be Whe WaVk aQd Whe
PeaQiQg Rf Whe SRliWical ReYRlXWiRQ WR deVWUR\ WheVe VhellV, WR
UeleaVe WheiU cRQWeQWV, aQd WR UebXild QeZ VXSeUVWUXcWXUeV fURP Whe
bRWWRP XS. IQ Whe cRXQWUieV Zhich aUe bXildiQg VRcialiVP WRda\, Whe
SRliWical aQd ideRlRgical VXSeUVWUXcWXUeV VWaUW Rʃ ahead of Whe VRcial
UelaWiRQV aQd Whe ecRQRPic baVe. IQ Whe backZaUd cRXQWUieV WhiV iV
ZhaW Whe ReYRlXWiRQ iV all abRXW. BXW hRZ iV Whe cRQWUadicWiRQ
UeVRlYed? HRZ iV a chaQge Zhich iQ WheVe backZaUd cRXQWUieV
begiQV aW Whe WRS, iQ Whe VWUaWRVSheUe Rf VRcieW\, SaVVed dRZQZaUdV
WhURXgh aQ iPPeQVe aSSaUaWXV iQWR Whe hXPble deSWhV Rf eYeU\da\
life? Will iW QRW VRPeWiPeV cRPe WR a halW RQ Whe Za\? Will QRW
ZhaWeYeU cRPeV beWZeeQ Whe baVe aQd Whe aSe[ VlRZ iW dRZQ RU
diYeUW iW?

TR SXW iW aQRWheU Za\, VRcialiVP (Whe QeZ VRcieW\, Whe QeZ life)
caQ RQl\ be deɹQed concreWel\ RQ Whe leYel Rf eYeU\da\ life, aV a
V\VWeP Rf chaQgeV iQ ZhaW caQ be called liYed e[SeUieQce.70 NRZ,



half a ceQWXU\ Rf hiVWRUical XSheaYalV haYe WaXghW XV WhaW eYeU\da\
UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ PeQ ² ¶liYed e[SeUieQce· ² chaQge PRUe VlRZl\
WhaQ Whe VWUXcWXUe Rf Whe SWaWe. AQd iQ a diʃeUeQW Za\, aW a diʃeUeQW
UaWe. ThXV iQ Whe hiVWRU\ Rf VRcieWieV PRdiɹcaWiRQV iQ Whe diʃeUeQW
VecWRUV Wake Slace XQeYeQl\, VRPe ahead Rf WheiU WiPeV, RWheUV
laggiQg behiQd. The facW WhaW RQe VecWRU iV ahead dReV QRW PeaQ WhaW
WheUe iV iPPediaWe SURgUeVV iQ aQRWheU. AQd Yice YeUVa. AccRUdiQg WR
Whe SURdXcWiYe aQd WechQical fRUceV, ceUWaiQ VRcial QeedV aUiVe iQ
bRXUgeRiV VRcieW\ Zhich caSiWaliVP iV XQable WR VaWiVf\; Whe\ PRdif\
eYeU\da\ life iQ a SRViWiYe Za\, Zhile aW Whe VaPe WiPe iQWURdXciQg
QegaWiYe elePeQWV VXch aV diVVaWiVfacWiRQ, diVaSSRiQWPeQW,
alieQaWiRQ. OQ Whe RWheU haQd, iQ Whe VRcialiVW cRXQWUieV, RU iQ Whe
cRXQWUieV iQ Zhich VRcialiVP iV beiQg bXilW, Whe Ueal VRcial QeedV ²
Zhich VRcialiVP VhRXld bRWh VWiPXlaWe, deWecW aQd VaWiVf\ ² lag
behiQd ideRlRg\ aQd Whe VXSeUVWUXcWXUeV.

LeW XV VXPPaUi]e aQd SXW ZhaW Ze haYe Vaid iQWR SeUVSecWiYe.
TRda\, Whe ReYRlXWiRQ haV lRVW iWV P\Whical PeaQiQg aQd Whe QRZ-
RXWPRded aVSecWV Rf iWV fRUPeU URPaQWiciVP. IQ 1917, aV iQ 1789,
Whe UeYRlXWiRQaUieV WhRXghW Whe\ ZeUe eQWeUiQg VWUaighW iQWR aQRWheU
ZRUld, aQ eQWiUel\ QeZ RQe. The\ ZeUe SaVViQg fURP deVSRWiVP WR
fUeedRP, fURP caSiWaliVP WR CRPPXQiVP. JXVW RQe VigQ fURP WheP
aQd life ZaV gRiQg WR chaQge like a VWage VeW. TRda\ Ze kQRZ WhaW
life iV QeYeU ViPSle. TheUe aUe QR Pagic ZaQdV. We haYe beeQ
WaXghW WR lRRk aW QeceVVaU\ ReYRlXWiRQ iQ a haUd, UealiVWic lighW. SWill
iQadeTXaWel\ cRQWURlled b\ hXPaQ Zill aQd fUeedRP, QeceVViW\ haV
SURdXced a hiVWRUical UeVXlW WhaW MaU[ did QRW fRUeVee. The SRliWical
ReYRlXWiRQ Zhich iV a QeceVVaU\ cRQdiWiRQ fRU Whe WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ Rf
Whe ZRUld, ZaV ɹUVW accRPSliVhed iQ Whe backZaUd (¶XQdeU-
deYelRSed·) cRXQWUieV. The iQcalcXlable cRQVeTXeQceV Rf WhiV facW aUe
VSUiQgiQg XS all aURXQd XV, ɹlliQg RXU eUa iQe[RUabl\ ZiWh WeQViRQ
aQd diVcRUd. ThiV UelaWiRQVhiS Rf cRQfURQWaWiRQ beWZeeQ WZR
SRliWicall\ RSSRVed ¶caPSV· RU ¶ZRUldV· iV e[WeQdiQg aQd aPSlif\iQg
Whe claVV VWUXggle WR ZRUld-Zide, hiVWRUical diPeQViRQV. BXW RQl\ a
VhaPeleVVl\ abVXUd lRgic cRXld PiVWakeQl\ cRQclXde fURP WhiV
cRQWUadicWiRQ, WhiV ¶cRe[iVWeQce· iQ aQWagRQiVP, WhaW Whe PeQ iQ WheVe
WZR caPSV, aQd Whe Za\ Whe\ acWXall\ liYe, had QRWhiQg iQ cRPPRQ.



IQ hiV lecWXUeV aW SYeUdlRYVk UQiYeUViW\ iQ 1924, SWaliQ deɹQed Whe
VSiUiW Rf LeQiQiVP aV Whe V\QWheViV Rf RXVViaQ UeYRlXWiRQaU\
eQWhXViaVP aQd APeUicaQ SUagPaWiVP. SiQce WheQ, QRZ WhaW Whe
URPaQWiciVP haV faded aZa\, Whe balaQce haV SRVVibl\ WiSSed iQ
faYRXU Rf Whe APeUicaQ VeQVe Rf bXViQeVV, \ield, UeVXlWV. IV WhiV a bad
WhiQg? CeUWaiQl\, if iW iV, iW haV iWV SRViWiYe Vide. IW iV WUXe WhaW RQe Rf
Whe caPSV iV RQ Whe decliQe Zhile Whe RWheU iV e[SaQdiQg; Whe laWWeU
Pa\ Zell be able WR iQcRUSRUaWe ZhaWeYeU iV beVW RU PRUe eʃecWiYe
iQ Whe fRUPeU.

BXW WR deɹQe ¶Whe QeZ· b\ VifWiQg RXW eYeU\WhiQg WhaW diVWiQgXiVheV
iW fURP Whe Rld iV QRW aV eaV\ aV Whe dRgPaWiVWV ZiWh WheiU lack Rf
dialecWic XVed WR belieYe. OXU eUa iV WUXl\ aQ eUa Rf WUaQViWiRQ;
eYeU\WhiQg abRXW iW iV WUaQViWRU\, eYeU\WhiQg, UighW dRZQ WR PeQ aQd
WheiU liYeV. The iQfRUPed RbVeUYeU Zill be aV VWUXck aV PXch b\
ViPilaUiWieV aV b\ diʃeUeQceV, aV PXch b\ Whe XQiW\ ZiWhiQ
cRQWUadicWiRQ aV b\ cRQWUadicWiRQ iWVelf. The RQe PXVW QRW eliPiQaWe
Whe RWheU! (A liWWle e[aPSle, TXRWed fURP a cRPediaQ: WheUe aUe
VecUeW SRlice iQ dePRcUaWic cRXQWUieV aV Zell aV iQ UeacWiRQaU\ RU
FaVciVW cRXQWUieV. IQ Whe dePRcUaWic cRXQWUieV SRlice chiefV aUe
chaQged YeU\ RfWeQ; iQ Whe VRcialiVW cRXQWUieV VRPeWiPeV Whe\ eYeQ
VhRRW WheP. UQdeU FaVciVP Whe\ laVW aV lRQg aV Whe UegiPe!)

TRda\, deVSiWe Whe e[WUePe XQeYeQQeVV Rf deYelRSPeQW, a VRUW Rf
YaVW ZRUld-Zide leYelliQg SURceVV iV WakiQg Slace. The P\WhV aQd Whe
ideRlRgieV aUe falliQg; Whe\ aUe QRWhiQg PRUe WhaQ VhellV cRQcealiQg
² YeU\ badl\ ² facWV, UeVXlWV, QeedV. BackZaUd VRcial VWUXcWXUeV aUe
cRllaSViQg, giYiQg Za\ WR dePaQdV WhaW Whe VRcial aYeUage be UaiVed
WR Whe aYeUage leYel achieYed iQ Whe deYelRSed cRXQWUieV. FURP RQe
Vide Rf Whe ZRUld WR Whe RWheU TXeVWiRQV aUe beiQg aVked abRXW
SURdXcWiRQ aQd SURdXcWiYiW\, SRZeU Rf cRQVXPSWiRQ, diVWUibXWiRQ Rf
Whe gURVV QaWiRQal SURdXcW, diYeUViɹcaWiRQ Rf iQYeVWPeQWV (aQd Whe
¶VRcialiVW· cRXQWUieV Ueali]e WhaW RQe da\ RU aQRWheU Whe\ Zill be
Rbliged WR dR YRlXQWaUil\ aQd cRQVciRXVl\ ZhaW Whe caSiWaliVW
cRXQWUieV haYe dRQe iQYRlXQWaUil\ aQd bliQdl\: iQYeVW iQ Whe
SURdXcWiRQ Rf cRQVXPeU gRRdV). SR eYeU\ZheUe Ze Vee WhaW
adYaQced aXWRPaWed PachiQeV, SRZeU VWaWiRQV aQd aWRPic eQeUg\,
WUacWRUV aQd cRPbiQe haUYeVWeUV aUe beiQg SeUceiYed aV a hRSe aQd a



VRlXWiRQ. BXW Whe ¶PaQ²PachiQe· UelaWiRQ iV RQl\ RQe aVSecW Rf Whe
TXeVWiRQ. MeQ aQd ZRPeQ eYeU\ZheUe aUe aVSiUiQg WR bXild WheiU
eYeU\da\ liYeV RQ a VRlid baViV, WR eVcaSe fURP iQVecXUiW\ aQd
SRYeUW\. TheVe aUe PaVV SURblePV, SURblePV Rf VRcial aVSiUaWiRQV
aQd VRcial QeedV. The face Rf Whe ZRUld iV chaQgiQg; eYeU\ZheUe Whe
eYeU\da\ QaWXUe Rf life aVVeUWV iWVelf, cRQVciRXV QRZ Rf iWV RZQ
ZeakQeVV aQd iWV RZQ YalXe. Life iV aSSeaUiQg iQ all iWV QakedQeVV.
The UeVXlW fRU WhiV SeUiRd Rf WUaQViWiRQ iV aQ aSSalliQg RXWbXUVW Rf
SlaWiWXde Zhich iV iQ ViQgXlaU cRQWUaVW WR Whe RWheU chaUacWeUiVWicV Rf
WhiV Velf-VaPe SeUiRd: iQRUdiQaWe aPbiWiRQV, failXUeV RQ a SaU ZiWh
WhRVe aPbiWiRQV, WUagedieV, WhUeaWV, aQ RceaQ Rf blRRd aQd PiUe ²
aQd ZiWh bUXWal VWXSidiW\ aQd SlaWiWXde WhURZQ iQ fRU gRRd PeaVXUe.

ShRXld Ze aWWePSW WR eVcaSe fURP SlaWiWXde WhURXgh Whe SaVW, Whe
WUagic aQd Whe P\Whical, Whe VXUUeal RU Whe WUaQVceQdeQWal? OU
WhURXgh Whe PaUYellRXV, iQ RWheU ZRUdV WhURXgh Whe WUXPSeU\ Rf lRVW
illXViRQV aQd PiUacleV? IQ Whe cRXUVe Rf RXU VWXd\ Ze Zill aWWePSW
ZheUeYeU SRVVible WR dePRQVWUaWe Whe QeZ PaUYelV Zhich aUe beiQg
bRUQ aW Whe YeU\ heaUW Rf PediRcUiW\. The\ aUe ViPSle, hXPaQ
PaUYelV. LeW XV QaPe RQe Rf WheP ZiWhRXW fXUWheU adR: WrXsW.

IW iV aV Rld aV VRcial life iWVelf; YeU\ clRVe WR QawYeW\, WR fRRliVhQeVV;
alZa\V abXVed fURP childhRRd RQ (WUXVW iQ RQe·V SaUeQWV, iQ PaVWeUV
aQd bRVVeV, SUieVWV aQd gRdV, faiWh aQd deVWiQ\, lRYe); alZa\V
chaQged iQWR a diVWUXVW Zhich iV alPRVW aV XQe[SUeVVed aV Whe iQiWial
QawYeW\ ² WRda\ WUXVW iQ life iV WakiQg URRW iQ life aQd becRPiQg a
Qeed. IQ Whe cRQWUadicWRU\ dXaliVP ¶WUXVW²diVWUXVW· ² cRQWUadicWRU\ iQ
aQ ePbU\RQic, VXSSUeVVed Za\, PRUe aPbigXRXV WhaQ aQWagRQiVWic ²
WUXVW iV VlRZl\ geWWiQg Whe XSSeU haQd. IQ VSiWe Rf Whe PRVW dUeadfXl
WUialV, Whe PRVW aZfXl illXViRQV, iW iV geWWiQg VWURQgeU. TRda\ WUXVW iV
bXUVWiQg fRUWh, WRda\ WUXVW iV gURZiQg. We Zill Vee hRZ iW iV aW ZRUk
deeS iQ Whe heaUW Rf Whe eYeU\da\, aQd hRZ iW ZRUkV WhURXgh iWV
RSSRViWe, dRXbW ² Whe UeVWleVV Qeed fRU PaWeUial VecXUiW\. ThiV Zill be
RQe Rf Whe WhePeV Rf Whe VecRQd YRlXPe Rf CriWiqXe of EYer\da\
Life.71

VI Once Again, the Theory of Alienation¬«



g y
NRZ leW XV UeWXUQ WR VeYeUal TXeVWiRQV Zhich Ze WRXched XSRQ aW
Whe begiQQiQg aQd elXcidaWe WheP PRUe WhRURXghl\. A ceUWaiQ
QXPbeU Rf MaU[iVWV, aQd QRWabl\ Whe ¶Rɽcial· MaU[iVWV, gaYe WhiV
bRRk a UaWheU bad UeceSWiRQ ZheQ iW ZaV ɹUVW SXbliVhed. Wh\? IQ
Whe ɹUVW Slace, aW WhaW WiPe iQ FUaQce WheUe ZaV a ZideVSUead
SUejXdice agaiQVW sociolog\. DXe WR Whe facW WhaW ceUWaiQ WheRUeWiciaQV
Rf Whe kiQd geQeUall\ deVcUibed fURP Whe SRliWical SRiQW Rf YieZ aV
¶UighW-ZiQg VRcialiVWV· had UedXced MaU[iVP WR a VRciRlRg\, MaU[iVW
UeYRlXWiRQaUieV had dUaZQ Whe haVW\ cRQclXViRQ WhaW VRciRlRg\ dReV
QRW e[iVW aV a VcieQce. IQdeed, iQ Whe USSR VRciRlRg\ iV QRW iQclXded
aPRQg Whe VRcial VcieQceV. WheQ Whe WeUP iV XVed WheUe, iW iV iQ
UefeUeQce WR VRcieWieV geQeUall\, eiWheU eWhQRgUaShicall\ RU eWhicall\,
RU eYeQ ViPSl\ adPiQiVWUaWiYel\. ThaW WheUe aUe ideRlRgXeV ² QRWabl\
iQ GeUPaQ\ (WebeU, MaQQheiP, eWc.) ² ZhR haYe UedXced Whe
hiVWRUical aQd VRcial VcieQceV, WRgeWheU ZiWh ShilRVRSh\ aQd Whe
WheRU\ Rf kQRZledge, WR VRciRlRg\, iV RʃeUed aV aQ iUUefXWable
aUgXPeQW; bXW WhiV iV PeUel\ a Za\ Rf aYRidiQg, b\ SXUe aQd ViPSle
QegaWiRQ, Whe Ueal diɽcXlWieV Whe VRciRlRgiVW eQcRXQWeUV ZheQ he
ZaQWV WR ViWXaWe aQd deWeUPiQe Whe RbjecW aQd PeWhRd Rf hiV
diVciSliQe.

We VhRXld add WhaW Whe diVaSSeaUaQce Rf VRciRlRg\ fURP Whe USSR
aQd fURP UeYRlXWiRQaU\ MaU[iVP VXUel\ haV aQRWheU, deeSeU
VigQiɹcaQce. We haYe alUead\ TXRWed aQ iPSRUWaQW We[W b\ LeQiQ
Zhich dePRQVWUaWeV hRZ Whe PaWeUialiVW aQal\ViV Rf VRcial UelaWiRQV
iQ MaU[ gReV be\RQd SRliWical ecRQRP\ (b\ UeQeZiQg iW). FaU fURP
e[clXdiQg a VcieQWiɹc VRciRlRg\ Zhich ZRXld VWXd\ VRcial UelaWiRQV
(RU ceUWaiQ aVSecWV Rf WheP), Whe QRWiRQ Rf socio-economic formaWion
dePaQdV aQd UeTXiUeV iW. We Pa\ QRWe WhaW Whe cRQceSW Rf socio-
economic formaWion haV alPRVW diVaSSeaUed fURP MaU[iVW ZUiWiQg, WR
be UeSlaced b\ Whe ViPSliɹed VchePe: ¶economic base ² poliWical
sXpersWrXcWXre·. TheRUeWicall\, MaU[iVW WhRXghW aQd PeWhRd haYe
becRPe iPSRYeUiVhed. PUacWicall\, QeiWheU caSiWaliVW VRcieW\ QRU
VRcialiVW VRcieW\ iQ Whe SURceVV Rf fRUPaWiRQ haV beeQ VWXdied iQ a
cRQcUeWe Za\. EcRQRPic VWaWiVWicV RQ Whe RQe haQd, aQd RbVeUYaWiRQV
aWWackiQg RU defeQdiQg ideRlRg\ aQd Whe SRliWical aSSaUaWXV iQ Whe
WZR ¶caPSV· RQ Whe RWheU, haYe beeQ deePed VXɽcieQW. ThiV UeYealV



aQ e[WUePel\ VeUiRXV deYelRSPeQW: Whe groZing break ZiWh objecWiYiW\
Zhich iQ RXU YieZ chaUacWeUi]eV Whe SWaliQiVW iQWeUSUeWaWiRQ Rf
MaU[iVP.

ThiV dRgPaWic aQd VchePaWic ViPSliɹcaWiRQ Rf MaU[iVP, ZiWh iWV
eliPiQaWiRQ Rf VRciRlRgical UeVeaUch, ZeQW haQd iQ haQd ZiWh a
ViPSliɹcaWiRQ Rf ShilRVRSh\. Wh\ ZaV Whe cRQceSW Rf alienaWion
WUeaWed ZiWh VXch PiVWUXVW? Wh\ ZaV Whe HegeliaQiVP iQ MaU[·V
eaUl\ ZUiWiQgV UejecWed? WheUe dReV Whe WeQdeQc\ WR VeSaUaWe MaU[
fURP hiV URRWV, aQd hiV PaWXUe VcieQWiɹc ZRUkV fURP hiV eaUl\
ZUiWiQgV, cRPe fURP? OU Whe WeQdeQc\ WR daWe aQd deWeUPiQe Whe
fRUPaWiRQ Rf MaU[iVP fURP hiV SRliWical ZUiWiQgV? AQal\ViV VhRZV
WhaW behiQd all WhiV lieV WhaW PXUk\ Pi[WXUe Rf ViPSliVWic ePSiUiciVP,
SliaQW VXbjecWiYiVP aQd dRcWUiQaiUe, aXWhRUiWaUiaQ dRgPaWiVP Zhich
iV Whe ShilRVRShical baViV Rf Whe SWaliQiVW iQWeUSUeWaWiRQ Rf MaU[iVP.
IQ SRYieW VRcieW\, alienaWion coXld and mXsW no longer be an issXe. B\
RUdeU fURP abRYe, fRU UeaVRQV Rf SWaWe, Whe cRQceSW had WR diVaSSeaU.
Wh\? WaV iW becaXVe alieQaWiRQ (ecRQRPic, ideRlRgical, SRliWical)
Ueall\ had diVaSSeaUed? The diYRUce beWZeeQ SWaliQ·V decUee aQd Whe
UealiW\, beWZeeQ ideRlRg\ ² bURXghW iQWR liQe ZiWh SURSagaQda ² aQd
Whe RbjecWiYe WUXWh, cRXld RQl\ geW ZideU.

ThiV ZaV Zh\ Whe MaU[iVWV ZhR iPSRUWed WhiV SWaliQiVW
iQWeUSUeWaWiRQ iQWR FUaQce ² QRW PeUel\ XQcUiWicall\, bXW acWXall\
VhRRWiQg dRZQ Whe VlighWeVW hiQW Rf cUiWiciVP aV WhRXgh iW ZeUe
WUeaVRQ ² cRXld QRW acceSW VRciRlRg\ aV a VcieQce, RU Whe
ShilRVRShical cRQceSW Rf alieQaWiRQ, RU eYeQ ShilRVRSh\ aV VXch.
The\ had WR be UedXcWiYe, ViPSliVWic, VchePaWic, dRgPaWic. AQd Rf
cRXUVe Whe SWaliQiVW iQWeUSUeWaWiRQ Rf MaU[iVP,72 Zhich had alUead\
beeQ SedagRgicall\ aQd SRliWicall\ ViPSliɹed, aQd beQW iQ Whe
diUecWiRQ Rf a SWaWe ideRlRg\, cRXld RQl\ becRPe eYeQ PRUe
deViccaWed. SR dRgPaWic ZaV WheiU aWWiWXde WhaW all Whe\ cRXld Vee iQ
Whe CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life ZaV aQ aWWePSW WR aQal\Ve ceUWaiQ
aVSecWV Rf bRXUgeRiV VRcieW\ sociologicall\, ZiWhRXW acWXall\ PakiQg a
VWaQd agaiQVW iW. The\ iPagiQed iW ZaV WakiQg a VWeS backZaUdV, WhaW
iW ZaV giYiQg XS SRliWical ecRQRP\, aQd eYeQ dialecWical aQd
hiVWRUical PaWeUialiVP. (SecWaUiaQ aQd dRgPaWic MaU[iVW cUiWiciVP
fUeTXeQWl\ begiQV b\ iVRlaWiQg We[WV fURP WheiU cRQWe[W, aQd WheQ



fURP Whe aXWhRU·V RWheU ZRUkV, iQ RUdeU WR SiQ dRZQ VRPe ¶fRUPXla·
RU RWheU.) The\ cRQVideUed P\ VRciRlRgical SRiQW Rf YieZ WR be
QaUURZ aQd deSRliWici]ed; aV if Whe VRciRlRg\ aQQihilaWed all
ideRlRgical RU SRliWical cUiWiciVP. (SecWaUiaQ MaU[iVWV haYe QRWhiQg
PXch WR Va\ ² aQd eYeU\WhiQg Whe\ haYe WR Va\ Whe\ Va\ RYeU aQd
RYeU agaiQ; ZheQ Whe\ ZeUe XQable WR ɹQd ZhaW Whe\ ZeUe lRRkiQg
fRU iPPediaWel\ iQ P\ bRRk, Whe\ iQViVWed WhaW I had delibeUaWel\ lefW
iW RXW!)

TheVe aWWackV ZeUe VSRkeQ UaWheU WhaQ ZUiWWeQ, aQd WRRk Slace
PRUe b\ ZRUd Rf PRXWh behiQd P\ back WhaQ iQ acWXal diVcXVViRQV
ZiWh Pe. HeUe aUe VRPe e[WUacWV fURP a leWWeU ZUiWWeQ b\ a \RXQg
MaU[iVW ZhR ZaV RWheUZiVe V\PSaWheWic WRZaUdV Whe bRRk:

YRXU cUiWiTXe eQdV XS beiQg a WheRU\ Rf Whe decliQe Rf eYeU\da\ life, Rf Whe gURZiQg
alieQaWiRQ Rf a QawYe Za\ Rf life iQ Zhich \RX VRPeWiPeV aSSeaU WR Vee Whe UePaiQV Rf a
gRldeQ age fRU hXPaQiW\¬«¬AlieQaWiRQ iQ SURdXcWiRQ cRQViVWV abRYe all iQ Whe facW WhaW
Whe ZRUkeU iV deSUiYed Rf a VhaUe Rf Whe SURdXcW Rf hiV labRXU. M\VWiɹcaWiRQ (Whe
VXSeUVWUXcWXUe) alVR deSUiYeV Whe ZRUkeUV Rf aQ RbjecWiYe YiViRQ Rf Whe UelaWiRQV Rf
SURdXcWiRQ. ThiV VXSeUVWUXcWXUe, WhiV ideRlRgical alieQaWiRQ iV cRPSle[ (hXPaQ UelaWiRQV
h\SRVWaWi]ed iQ UeligiRQ ² jXVWiɹed iQ eWhicV ² e[SlaiQed b\ Whe SVeXdRVRcial VcieQceV, b\
Whe SRliWical ideRlRg\ Rf Whe dRPiQaQW claVVeV, eWc.«). BXW iW caQQRW be Vaid WhaW VRcial
PaQ haV XQdeUgRQe a SURceVV Rf iQcUeaViQg alieQaWiRQ, fRU e[aPSle b\ SaVViQg fURP
VlaYeU\ WR VeUfdRP aQd Whe SURleWaUiaW¬ «¬ SRPe Rf \RXU SURSRViWiRQV VXggeVW WhaW \RX
belieYe WhaW Whe aQal\ViV Rf eYeU\da\ life caQ RQl\ begiQ ZiWh Whe WheRU\ Rf ideRlRgical
P\VWiɹcaWiRQ¬«¬YRX Va\ WhaW Whe VcieQWiɹc VWXd\ Rf VRcieW\ aQd Rf Whe SURleWaUiaW begiQV
b\ WeaUiQg aZa\ Whe Yeil Rf ideRlRgieV, aQd WhaW MaU[iVP deVcUibeV aQd aQal\VeV Whe
eYeU\da\ life Rf VRcieW\. BXW WhiV iV all gUiVW WR Whe Pill Rf WhRVe ZhR PaiQWaiQ WhaW \RX
aUe liPiWiQg MaU[iVP WR a VRUW Rf PaWeUialiVW SheQRPeQRlRg\ Rf Whe VXSeUVWUXcWXUeV¬«¬IW
ZRXld be ZRUWh \RXU Zhile WR acWXall\ Va\ WhaW \RX aUe ZUiWiQg a WheRU\ Rf Whe
VXSeUVWUXcWXUeV¬«¬YRX alVR VeeP WR be Va\iQg WhaW all Whe SaUWV Rf MaU[·V ZUiWiQgV aUe Rf
eTXal iPSRUWaQce. YRXU eQePieV haYe XVed WhiV declaUaWiRQ WhaW MaU[iVP cRQVWiWXWeV a
ZhRle, aQd iV WheUefRUe a VcieQce aQd a ShilRVRSh\, WR cRQclXde WhaW \RX Vee ecRQRPic
facWV aQd ideRlRgieV aV haYiQg eTXal iPSRUWaQce. ThaW accXVaWiRQ Rf SheQRPeQRlRg\
agaiQ¬«¬AQd iW iV WelliQg!



ThiV leWWeU iV a gRRd illXVWUaWiRQ Rf hRZ cRQfXVed Whe ideaV aQd
diVcXVViRQV ZeUe (PRUeRYeU Whe\ ZeUe QeYeU RSeQl\ diVcXVVed iQ
SXblic RU e[SlRUed iQ aQ\ deSWh).

BefRUe UeSl\iQg bUieɻ\, WhiV iV aQ aSSURSUiaWe Slace WR ePShaVi]e
aQRWheU Vhabb\ SRlePical SURcedXUe aVVRciaWed ZiWh VecWaUiaQ
MaU[iVP. IQ facW, ZheWheU hiVWRUicall\ RU WRda\, MaU[iVW WhRXghW aQd
Whe MaU[iVW WhiQkeU caQQRW e[iVW iQ iVRlaWiRQ fURP each RWheU.
AbVRlXWe MaU[iVP aQd Whe SXUel\ MaU[iVW PaQQeU Rf WhiQkiQg aUe
iQWellecWXal eQWiWieV cUeaWed b\ dRgPaWiVP; WhiV dRgPaWiVP haV
becRPe eQWaQgled iQ Whe YeU\ cRQWUadicWiRQV iW haV XQZiWWiQgl\
cUeaWed; iQ facW MaU[iVP aVVeUWV WhaW WhRXghW ² all WhRXghW ² caQ
RQl\ e[SUeVV iWVelf hiVWRUicall\, VRciall\, cRQWe[WXall\. I (XViQg Whe
SURQRXQ geQeUicall\) aP a FUeQch MaU[iVW ZhR ZUiWeV aQd WhiQkV iQ
FUeQch; ZhR haV beeQ fRUPed b\ FUeQch cXlWXUe. OQe ZRXld QRW
haYe WR gR YeU\ deeSl\ iQWR P\ dialecWical WhiQkiQg WR ɹQd a
SUedilecWiRQ fRU lXcid, Zell-RUgaQi]ed, cleaUl\ aUWicXlaWed ideaV, fRU
anal\sis. CleaUl\ I haYe a UaWiRQaliVW aQd CaUWeViaQ backgURXQd. IW iV
iQdeed cRQceiYable WhaW aW RQe WiPe RU aQRWheU WheVe WeQdeQcieV Rf
PiQe Pa\ cRQɻicW ZiWh Whe PaWeUialiVW aQd dialecWical WhiQkiQg
Zhich, deVSiWe iWV diʃeUeQceV ZiWh P\ backgURXQd, iV P\ VWaUWiQg
SRiQW; aQd I kQRZ WhiV. IW iV eTXall\ cRQceiYable WhaW I haYe UeVRlYed
WhiV cRQɻicW, RU WhaW I Zill UeVRlYe iW, iQ a cUeaWiYe Za\. AQd ZhaW
cRXld be PRUe QaWXUal WhaQ VXch a cRQɻicW, giYeQ WhaW eYeU\WhiQg iV
cRQWUadicWRU\ aQd WhaW Ze RQl\ PRYe ahead iQ aQd WhURXgh
cRQWUadicWiRQV? BXW heUe cRPeV Whe VecWaUiaQ, dRgPaWic MaU[iVW.
FURZQiQg, WhUeaWeQiQg, cRQWePSWXRXV, RU iQdiʃeUeQW, he VPellV
VRPeWhiQg he diVaSSURYeV Rf, VRPeWhiQg iQcRPSaWible, VRPeWhiQg
iPSRVVible: RQe caQQRW be bRWh a CaUWeViaQ aQd a MaU[iVW; MaU[iVP
iV Uadicall\ diʃeUeQW fURP CaUWeViaQiVP iQ UeVSecW Rf iWV WheRU\, iWV
cRQWeQW aQd iWV aiPV. TheUefRUe he Zill deɹQe Pe aV a CaUWeViaQ,
ɹ[iQg Pe fRU eYeU, labelliQg Pe, QailiQg Pe WR Whe ZhiSSiQg SRVW Rf
CaUWeViaQiVP. AQd he Zill be YeU\ SleaVed ZiWh hiPVelf: he Zill haYe
VeUYed Whe caXVe Rf MaU[iVP aQd Whe SURleWaUiaW. AQd if I aQVZeU
back, he Zill bUaQd Pe ZiWh RWheU labelV, RWheU eSiWheWV. IQ facW he
Zill haYe WUaQVfRUPed a SURbleP, iQ RWheU ZRUdV a Ueal cRQɻicW ²
aQd WheUefRUe a cUeaWiYe RQe iQ VR faU aV I aP able WR UeVRlYe iW ² iQWR



aQ iUUeVRlYable, XQSURdXcWiYe aQWiQRP\. He Zill haYe bXUdeQed
liYiQg UealiW\ ZiWh a SaUaViWic gURZWh: hiV iQWeUSUeWaWiRQ. AQd he Zill
haYe beeQ dUaZQ XQZiWWiQgl\ iQWR a cRQWUadicWiRQ beWZeeQ Whe
¶SRiQW Rf YieZ· Rf MaU[iVP aQd Whe SURleWaUiaW, aQd Whe ¶SRiQW Rf
YieZ· Rf acTXiUed cXlWXUe aQd QaWiRQal WUadiWiRQ; beWZeeQ Whe SRiQW
Rf YieZ Rf Whe ¶QeZ· aQd WhaW Rf Whe ¶Rld·. IW iV WUXe WhaW VXbVeTXeQWl\
Whe VecWaUiaQ caQ VaYe face b\ jXPSiQg QiPbl\ fURP RQe SRiQW Rf
YieZ WR Whe RWheU. He caQ eYeQ PaiQWaiQ WhaW WheUe iV QR
cRQWUadicWiRQ beWZeeQ Whe ¶SRiQWV Rf YieZ·; Zhich iV WUXe, ViQce iW iV
he ZhR iQWURdXced Whe cRQWUadicWiRQ iQ Whe ɹUVW Slace, e[aggeUaWiQg
iW WR Whe SRiQW Rf aQWagRQiVP ZheQ QeceVVaU\, aQd diVPiVViQg iW
ZheQ QR lRQgeU UeTXiUed! AQd QRZ Ze aUe gUadXall\ iVRlaWiQg a
SURceVV Rf degeQeUaWiRQ iQ dialecWical WhRXghW: ¶SRiQWV Rf YieZ· aQd
Whe jXPS fURP RQe SRiQW Rf YieZ WR Whe RWheU.

ThXV iW iV faVhiRQable fRU Whe dRgPaWiVWV WR XVe dRPiQaQW PRdeV Rf
WhRXghW fURP RXWVide MaU[iVP agaiQVW aQ\RQe ZhR aWWePSWV WR
iQWURdXce QeZ ideaV. If SheQRPeQRlRg\ iV faVhiRQable, WheQ Whe\ Vee
SheQRPeQRlRg\ iQ eYeU\ idea Zhich dReV QRW dXSlicaWe Whe SURYeQ
¶fRUPXlaV·. If HegeliaQiVP iV iQ faVhiRQ, WheQ Whe\ Zill ɹQd
HegeliaQiVP ZheUeYeU Whe\ ZaQW WR ɹQd iW, eWc. AQd Pa\be, iQdeed
ceUWaiQl\, WheUe iV VRPeWhiQg WUXe iQ all WhiV, ViQce, afWeU all,
SheQRPeQRlRg\, HegeliaQiVP RU CaUWeViaQ aQal\ViV alVR cRUUeVSRQd
WR VRPeWhiQg aURXQd XV aQd ZiWhiQ XV. If QRW Whe\ ZRXld haYe lRVW
all PeaQiQg, RU ZRXld QRW haYe PeaQW aQ\WhiQg iQ Whe ɹUVW Slace!
AQd WhiV iV RQe Rf Whe ZRUVW aVSecWV Rf dRgPaWiVP: aV VRRQ aV iW
WRXcheV a VRUe SRiQW iW WXUQV iW RQl\ WRR eaVil\ iQWR a glRbal
cRQdePQaWiRQ, XViQg a cRQVWaQW SURceVV Rf VXSeUɻXiW\ aQd
iPSeUWXUbable lRgic iQVWead Rf aQal\ViQg ZRUkV, ViWXaWiRQV aQd PeQ
dialecWicall\.

DRgPaWiVP iV a gUeaW eYil Zhich cRPeV iQ cRXQWleVV fRUPV. If Ze
aUe WR e[WeUPiQaWe iW Ze PXVW hXQW iW dRZQ iQ eYeU\ QRRk aQd
cUaQQ\ aQd dUag iW fURP iWV hidiQg Slace b\ Whe Wail like a UaW.

The aPXViQg WhiQg iV WhaW Whe PaQ ZhR ZURWe Whe leWWeU TXRWed
abRYe begiQV b\ UejecWiQg WhiV fRUP Rf cUiWiciVP; WheQ he aSSeaUV QRW
RQl\ WR acceSW iW bXW acWXall\ WR RYeUVhRRW Whe PaUk b\ VeePiQg WR
ePbUace a WheRU\ Rf VXSeUVWUXcWXUeV Zhich iV a WheRU\ Rf



VXSeUVWUXcWXUeV aQd QRWhiQg elVe. ThXV he ZaYeUV beWZeeQ
dRgPaWiVP aQd WheRUeWical RSSRUWXQiVP RU eclecWiciVP.

SecWaUiaQ cUiWiciVP alVR fRUgeWV WhaW Whe ecRQRPic aQd Whe
ideRlRgical aV Whe\ aUe e[SUeVVed iQ eYeU\da\ life RQl\ aWWaiQ Whe
leYel Rf SRliWical cRQVciRXVQeVV aW PRPeQWV Rf UeYRlXWiRQaU\ cUiViV.
ThiV iV VRPeWhiQg LeQiQ ZURWe abRXW aW leQgWh iQ hiV aQal\VeV Rf Whe
SRliWical cUiViV. AW VXch PRPeQWV all Whe elePeQWV Rf VRcial SUacWice,
Rf VSRQWaQeRXV cRQVciRXVQeVV, aQd Rf Whe life Rf Whe PaVVeV aQd Whe
claVVeV aUe cRQdeQVed aQd cRQceQWUaWed iQ SRliWical life. OXWVide Rf
VXch PRPeQWV, VRcial SUacWice VSliWV XS iQWR diVcUeWe aQd eYeQ
diYeUgeQW aUeaV; QRWabl\ iQWR Whe ecRQRPic aQd Whe SRliWical. IQ
eYeU\da\ life, fURP WhaW SRiQW RQ, Whe iPPediaWe aQd Whe ideRlRgical
jRiQ fRUceV WR fRUP a Vhell iQ Zhich ecRQRPic UealiW\, Whe RSeUaWiRQ
Rf Whe e[iVWeQW SRliWical VXSeUVWUXcWXUeV, aQd UeYRlXWiRQaU\ SRliWical
cRQVciRXVQeVV aUe all cRQWaiQed aQd cRQcealed.

SR WR Ueach UealiW\ Ze PXVW iQdeed WeaU aZa\ Whe Yeil, WhaW Yeil
Zhich iV fRUeYeU beiQg bRUQ aQd UebRUQ Rf eYeU\da\ life, aQd Zhich
PaVkV eYeU\da\ life alRQg ZiWh iWV deeSeVW RU lRfWieVW iPSlicaWiRQV.

TheUe iV QR UeaVRQ QRW WR TXRWe LeQiQ agaiQ: ¶The begiQQiQg ² Whe
PRVW ViPSle, RUdiQaU\, PaVV, iPPediaWe ´BeiQgµ: Whe ViQgle
cRPPRdiW\ (¶SeiQ· iQ SRliWical ecRQRP\). The aQal\ViV Rf iW aV a
VRcial UelaWiRQ. A doXble aQal\ViV, dedXcWiYe aQd iQdXcWiYe ² lRgical
aQd hiVWRUical¬ «·73 ThXV Whe ViPSleVW eYeQW ² a ZRPaQ bX\iQg a
SRXQd Rf VXgaU, fRU e[aPSle ² PXVW be aQal\Ved. KQRZledge Zill
gUaVS ZhaWeYeU iV hiddeQ ZiWhiQ iW. TR XQdeUVWaQd WhiV ViPSle eYeQW,
iW iV QRW eQRXgh PeUel\ WR deVcUibe iW; UeVeaUch Zill diVclRVe a WaQgle
Rf UeaVRQV aQd caXVeV, Rf eVVeQceV aQd ¶VSheUeV·: Whe ZRPaQ·V life,
heU biRgUaSh\, heU jRb, heU faPil\, heU claVV, heU bXdgeW, heU eaWiQg
habiWV, hRZ Vhe XVeV PRQe\, heU RSiQiRQV aQd heU ideaV, Whe VWaWe Rf
Whe PaUkeW, eWc. FiQall\ I Zill haYe gUaVSed Whe VXP WRWal Rf
caSiWaliVW VRcieW\, Whe QaWiRQ aQd iWV hiVWRU\. AQd alWhRXgh ZhaW I
gUaVS becRPeV PRUe aQd PRUe SURfRXQd, iW iV cRQWaiQed fURP Whe
VWaUW iQ Whe RUigiQal liWWle eYeQW. SR QRZ I Vee Whe hXPble eYeQWV Rf
eYeU\da\ life aV haYiQg WZR VideV: a liWWle, iQdiYidXal, chaQce eYeQW ²
aQd aW Whe VaPe WiPe aQ iQɹQiWel\ cRPSle[ VRcial eYeQW, UicheU WhaQ
Whe PaQ\ ¶eVVeQceV· iW cRQWaiQV ZiWhiQ iWVelf. The VRcial SheQRPeQRQ



Pa\ be deɹQed aV Whe XQiW\ Rf WheVe WZR VideV. IW UePaiQV fRU XV WR
e[SlaiQ Zh\ Whe iQɹQiWe cRPSle[iW\ Rf WheVe eYeQWV iV hiddeQ, aQd WR
diVcRYeU Zh\ ² aQd WhiV WRR iV SaUW Rf WheiU UealiW\ ² Whe\ aSSeaU WR
be VR hXPble.

IV iW WUXl\ a TXeVWiRQ Rf Whe VXSeUVWUXcWXUeV? IV iW Whe
VXSeUVWUXcWXUeV alRQe WhaW PaWWeU? NR: iW iV a TXeVWiRQ Rf
VXSeUVWUXcWXUeV RQl\ iQ VR faU aV Whe\ aUe cUeaWed aW each iQVWaQW Rf
eYeU\da\ life aQd VRcial SUacWice ² iQ VR faU aV Whe\ aUe cRQVWaQWl\
cRPiQg dRZQ WR SeQeWUaWe WheVe UealPV fURP abRYe. AQd alVR RQl\
iQ VR faU aV Whe VXSeUVWUXcWXUeV aUe liQked WR VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle, WR
VRcial SUacWice aV a ZhRle, alWhRXgh eYeU\da\ SUacWice iV diVSeUVed,
fUagPeQWed ² be iW iQ WeUPV Rf aQ iQdiYidXal RU a VSeciɹc aQd
deWeUPiQed VRcial acWiYiW\: iQ WheP Whe ZhRle iV UeSUeVeQWed b\ Whe
SaUW, aQd Yice YeUVa.

IW iV WheUefRUe QRW RQl\ a TXeVWiRQ Rf Whe VXSeUVWUXcWXUeV. IQ WUXWh
iW iV a TXeVWiRQ Rf sociolog\, iQ RWheU ZRUdV Rf a VcieQce Zhich
VWXdieV aQ aVSecW RU VecWRU Rf VRcial UelaWiRQV.

AQd QRZ Whe QeZ UeadeU ² RU Whe Rld RQe ZhR UeadV WhiV bRRk
agaiQ ² Zill be able WR jXdge fRU hiPVelf. Did iW cRQWaiQ a WheRU\ Rf
increasing alieQaWiRQ, baVed XSRQ a fXQdaPeQWal QawYeW\, aQd ZiWh
aUchaic cRQWeQWV lefW RYeU fURP VRPe gRldeQ age (WR SXW iW PRUe
VcieQWiɹcall\: fURP SUiPiWiYe cRPPXQiW\ ² RU fURP diUecW, iPPediaWe
SeUVRQ-WR-SeUVRQ UelaWiRQVhiSV)? If iW did, WheQ Whe aXWhRU PXVW haYe
e[SUeVVed hiV WhRXghWV badl\. He belieYeV WhaW ShilRVRShicall\ Whe
SURceVV Rf VRcial deYelRSPeQW iQYRlYeV WZR VideV: Whe increasing
fXlɹlmenW of man ² aQd alVR aQ increasing alienaWion XS WR aQd
iQclXdiQg caSiWaliVW VRcieW\. The RQe iQ Whe RWheU. The RQe Yia Whe
RWheU. OQ Whe RQe haQd objecWiɹcaWion, iQ RWheU ZRUdV Whe PRUe-aQd-
PRUe Ueal, RbjecWiYe e[iVWeQce Rf hXPaQ beiQgV, bRWh iQ Whe hXPaQ
ZRUld Rf SURdXcWV aQd ZRUkV, aQd iQ Whe hXPaQ VWUeQgWhV aQd
SRZeUV deYelRSed WhURXghRXW hiVWRU\; aQd RQ Whe RWheU haQd, aQd
eTXall\ RQ Whe iQcUeaVe, e[WeUQali]aWiRQ, aQ XSURRWiQg Rf Whe Velf, a
VSliW, aQ eVWUaQgePeQW.

IQ caSiWaliVW VRcieW\ WhiV cRQWUadicWRU\ SURceVV ² WhiV WeaUiQg ² iV aW
iWV Pa[iPXP. ThiV VRcieW\ aQd Whe cRQceSWV Zhich e[SUeVV iW (fRU
e[aPSle Whe idea Rf social laboXr diVcRYeUed b\ claVVic bRXUgeRiV



ecRQRP\) Vhed lighW RQ Whe PaUch Rf hiVWRU\, Whe SaVW aQd Whe
fXWXUe. AQd WhiV iV Zh\ Whe RbjecWiYe aQal\ViV Rf iW aV a WRWaliW\74

XQdeUWakeQ iQ CapiWal iV a deciViYe RQe.75 The eYeU-XQɹQiVhed
deYelRSPeQW Rf Whe SURdXcWiYe fRUceV ² iQ ecRQRPic WeUPV ² haV Whe
ShilRVRShical iPSlicaWiRQ Rf a QeZ VWage iQ hXPaQ fXlɹlPeQW, Rf
liPiWleVV SRVVibiliWieV. BXW Whe cRUUeVSRQdiQg alieQaWiRQ heUe iV jXVW
aV all-eQcRPSaVViQg. IW eQcRPSaVVeV life iQ iWV eQWiUeW\.

IQ caSiWaliVW VRcieW\, PRQe\ ² Whe e[WeUQali]aWiRQ Rf UelaWiRQV
beWZeeQ hXPaQ beiQgV b\ PeaQV Rf cRPPRdiWieV ² WakeV RQ aQ
abVRlXWe SRZeU. BXW WhiV iV PeUel\ ecRQRPic alieQaWiRQ: mone\-as-
feWish, RbjecWiɹed RXWVide Rf PeQ, fXQcWiRQiQg b\ iWVelf, aQd aV VXch
RQe Rf Whe RbjecWV VWXdied b\ Whe VcieQce called SRliWical ecRQRP\.
ThiV ecRQRPic alieQaWiRQ, WhRXgh aQ iQWegUal SaUW Rf WRWal alieQaWiRQ,
iV bXW RQe Rf iWV aVSecWV. AlWhRXgh Whe YRlXPe Zhich fRllRZV
cRQWaiQV ceUWaiQ TXRWaWiRQV, leW Pe claUif\ PaWWeUV QRZ b\ TXRWiQg
VRPe lRQg e[WUacWV fURP Whe PRVW iPSRUWaQW We[W b\ MaU[ RQ WhiV
TXeVWiRQ.76 ObYiRXVl\ VRPe Rf MaU[·V RbVeUYaWiRQV ZeUe RQl\ Yalid
fRU hiV RZQ WiPeV. OQe Pa\ VWill ɹQd ZRUkeUV liYiQg iQ hRYelV ² eYeQ
iQ FUaQce. BXW iW caQQRW be Vaid WhaW WhiV iV Whe geQeUal UXle, PXch
leVV a laZ.

VII Alienated Labour

The ZRUkeU becRPeV SRRUeU Whe PRUe ZealWh he SURdXceV, Whe PRUe hiV SURdXcWiRQ
iQcUeaVeV iQ SRZeU aQd e[WeQW. The ZRUkeU becRPeV aQ eYeU cheaSeU cRPPRdiW\ Whe
PRUe cRPPRdiWieV he SURdXceV. The deYalXaWion Rf Whe hXPaQ ZRUld gURZV iQ diUecW
SURSRUWiRQ WR Whe increase in YalXe Rf Whe ZRUld Rf WhiQgV. LabRXU QRW RQl\ SURdXceV
cRPPRdiWieV; iW alVR SURdXceV iWVelf aQd Whe ZRUkeUV aV a commodiW\ aQd iW dReV VR iQ Whe
VaPe SURSRUWiRQ iQ Zhich iW SURdXceV cRPPRdiWieV iQ geQeUal.

ThiV facW ViPSl\ PeaQV WhaW Whe RbjecW WhaW labRXU SURdXceV, iWV SURdXcW, VWaQdV
RSSRVed WR iW aV someWhing alien, aV a poZer independenW Rf Whe SURdXceU. The SURdXcW Rf
labRXU iV labRXU ePbRdied aQd Pade PaWeUial iQ aQ RbjecW, iW iV Whe objecWiɹcaWion Rf
labRXU. The Ueali]aWiRQ Rf labRXU iV iWV RbjecWiɹcaWiRQ. IQ Whe VSheUe Rf SRliWical ecRQRP\
WhiV Ueali]aWiRQ Rf labRXU aSSeaUV aV a loss of realiW\ fRU Whe ZRUkeU, RbjecWiɹcaWiRQ aV loss



of and bondage Wo Whe objecW, aQd aSSURSUiaWiRQ aV esWrangemenW, aV alienaWion
[EnWa�sserXng]«

IW iV Whe VaPe iQ UeligiRQ. The PRUe PaQ SXWV iQWR GRd, Whe leVV he UeWaiQV ZiWhiQ
hiPVelf. The ZRUkeU SlaceV hiV life iQ Whe RbjecW; bXW QRZ iW QR lRQgeU belRQgV WR hiP, bXW
WR Whe RbjecW¬ «¬ WhaW Whe SURdXcW Rf hiV labRXU iV, he iV QRW¬ «¬ The e[WeUQali]aWiRQ
[EnWa�sserXng] Rf Whe ZRUkeU iQ hiV SURdXcW PeaQV QRW RQl\ WhaW hiV labRXU becRPeV aQ
RbjecW, aQd e[Wernal e[iVWeQce, bXW WhaW iW e[iVWV oXWside him, iQdeSeQdeQWl\ Rf hiP aQd
alieQ WR hiP, aQd cRQfURQWV hiP aV aQ aXWRQRPRXV SRZeU; WhaW Whe life Zhich he haV
beVWRZed RQ Whe RbjecW cRQfURQWV hiP aV hRVWile aQd alieQ¬«

PoliWical econom\ conceals Whe esWrangemenW in Whe naWXre of laboXr b\ ignoring Whe direcW
relaWionship beWZeen Whe Zorker (labRXU) and prodXcWion. IW iV WUXe WhaW labRXU SURdXceV
PaUYelV fRU Whe Uich, bXW iW SURdXceV SUiYaWiRQ fRU Whe ZRUkeU; iW SURdXceV SalaceV, bXW
hRYelV fRU Whe ZRUkeU¬«¬IW SURdXceV iQWelligeQce, bXW iW SURdXceV idiRc\ aQd cUeWiQiVP fRU
Whe ZRUkeU¬«

AfWeU all, Whe SURdXcW iV ViPSl\ Whe UpVXPp Rf Whe acWiYiW\, Rf Whe SURdXcWiRQ. SR if Whe
SURdXcW Rf labRXU iV alieQaWiRQ, SURdXcWiRQ iWVelf PXVW be acWiYe alieQaWiRQ, Whe alieQaWiRQ
Rf acWiYiW\, Whe acWiYiW\ Rf alieQaWiRQ. The eVWUaQgePeQW Rf Whe RbjecW Rf labRXU PeUel\
VXPPaUi]eV Whe eVWUaQgePeQW, Whe alieQaWiRQ iQ Whe acWiYiW\ Rf labRXU iWVelf.

WhaW cRQVWiWXWeV Whe alieQaWiRQ Rf labRXU?
FiUVWl\, Whe facW WhaW labRXU iV e[Wernal WR Whe ZRUkeU, i.e. dReV QRW belRQg WR hiV

eVVeQWial beiQg; WhaW he WheUefRUe dReV QRW cRQɹUP hiPVelf iQ hiV ZRUk, bXW deQieV
hiPVelf, feelV PiVeUable aQd QRW haSS\¬«¬HeQce Whe ZRUkeU feelV hiPVelf RQl\ ZheQ he iV
QRW ZRUkiQg; ZheQ he iV ZRUkiQg he dReV QRW feel hiPVelf. He iV aW hRPe ZheQ he iV QRW
ZRUkiQg, aQd QRW aW hRPe ZheQ he iV ZRUkiQg «[HiV labRXU] iV WheUefRUe QRW Whe
VaWiVfacWiRQ Rf a Qeed bXW a PeUe means WR VaWiVf\ QeedV RXWVide iWVelf¬ «¬ JXVW aV iQ
UeligiRQ Whe VSRQWaQeRXV acWiYiW\ Rf Whe hXPaQ iPagiQaWiRQ, Whe hXPaQ bUaiQ aQd Whe
hXPaQ heaUW deWacheV iWVelf fURP Whe iQdiYidXal aQd UeaSSeaUV aV Whe alieQ acWiYiW\ Rf a
gRd RU Rf a deYil, VR Whe acWiYiW\ Rf Whe ZRUkeU iV QRW hiV RZQ VSRQWaQeRXV acWiYiW\. IW
belRQgV WR aQRWheU, iW iV a lRVV Rf hiV Velf.

The UeVXlW iV WhaW PaQ (Whe ZRUkeU) feelV WhaW he iV acWiQg fUeel\ RQl\ iQ hiV aQiPal
fXQcWiRQV ² eaWiQg, dUiQkiQg aQd SURcUeaWiQg, RU aW PRVW iQ hiV dZelliQg aQd adRUQPeQW ²
Zhile iQ hiV hXPaQ fXQcWiRQV he iV QRWhiQg PRUe WhaQ aQ aQiPal.

IW iV WUXe WhaW eaWiQg, dUiQkiQg aQd SURcUeaWiQg, eWc., aUe alVR geQXiQe hXPaQ fXQcWiRQV.
HRZeYeU, ZheQ abVWUacWed fURP RXU RWheU aVSecWV Rf hXPaQ acWiYiW\ aQd WXUQed iQWR
ɹQal aQd e[clXViYe eQdV, Whe\ aUe aQiPal¬«



ThiV UelaWiRQVhiS iV Whe UelaWiRQVhiS Rf Whe ZRUkeU WR hiV RZQ acWiYiW\ aV VRPeWhiQg
Zhich iV alieQ aQd dReV QRW belRQg WR hiP, acWiYiW\ aV SaVViYiW\ [Leiden], SRZeU aV
iPSRWeQce, SURcUeaWiRQ aV ePaVcXlaWiRQ, Whe ZRUkeU·V oZn Sh\Vical aQd PeQWal eQeUg\,
hiV SeUVRQal life ² fRU ZhaW iV life bXW acWiYiW\? ² aV aQ acWiYiW\ diUecWed agaiQVW hiPVelf,
Zhich iV iQdeSeQdeQW Rf hiP aQd dReV QRW belRQg WR hiP. Self-esWrangemenW, aV cRPSaUed
ZiWh Whe eVWUaQgePeQW Rf Whe objecW [Sache] PeQWiRQed abRYe¬«

NaWXUe iV PaQ·V inorganic bod\, WhaW iV WR Va\ QaWXUe iQ VR faU aV iW iV QRW Whe hXPaQ
bRd\. MaQ liYes fURP QaWXUe, i.e. QaWXUe iV hiV bRd\, aQd he PXVW PaiQWaiQ a cRQWiQXiQg
dialRgXe ZiWh iW if he iV QRW WR die. TR Va\ WhaW PaQ·V Sh\Vical aQd PeQWal life iV liQked WR
QaWXUe ViPSl\ PeaQV WhaW QaWXUe iV liQked WR iWVelf, fRU PaQ iV a SaUW Rf QaWXUe.

EVWUaQged labRXU QRW RQl\ (1) eVWUaQgeV QaWXUe fURP PaQ aQd (2) eVWUaQgeV PaQ fURP
hiPVelf¬«¬iW alVR eVWUaQgeV PaQ fURP hiV species. IW WXUQV hiV species-life iQWR a PeaQV fRU
hiV iQdiYidXal life. FiUVWl\ iW eVWUaQgeV life-VSecieV aQd iQdiYidXal life, aQd VecRQdl\ iW
WXUQV Whe laWWeU, iQ iWV abVWUacW fRUP, iQWR Whe SXUSRVe Rf Whe fRUPeU, alVR iQ iWV abVWUacW
aQd eVWUaQged fRUP.

FRU iQ Whe ɹUVW Slace labRXU, life acWiYiW\, prodXcWiYe life iWVelf aSSeaUV WR PaQ RQl\ aV a
means fRU Whe VaWiVfacWiRQ Rf a Qeed, Whe Qeed WR SUeVeUYe Sh\Vical e[iVWeQce. BXW
SURdXcWiYe life iV VSecieV-life. IW iV life-SURdXciQg life. The ZhRle chaUacWeU Rf a VSecieV, iWV
VSecieV-chaUacWeU, UeVideV iQ Whe QaWXUe Rf iWV life acWiYiW\, aQd fUee cRQVciRXV acWiYiW\
cRQVWiWXWeV Whe VSecieV-chaUacWeU Rf PaQ. Life iWVelf aSSeaUV RQl\ aV a means of life.

The aQiPal iV iPPediaWel\ RQe ZiWh iWV life acWiYiW\. IW iV QRW diVWiQcW fURP WhaW acWiYiW\;
iW is WhaW acWiYiW\. MaQ PakeV hiV life acWiYiW\ iWVelf aQ RbjecW Rf hiV Zill aQd
cRQVciRXVQeVV. He haV cRQVciRXV life acWiYiW\. IW iV QRW a deWeUPiQaWiRQ ZiWh Zhich he
diUecWl\ PeUgeV. CRQVciRXV life acWiYiW\ diUecWl\ diVWiQgXiVheV PaQ fURP aQiPal life
acWiYiW\. OQl\ becaXVe Rf WhaW iV he a VSecieV-beiQg. OU UaWheU, he iV a cRQVciRXV beiQg, i.e.
hiV RZQ life iV aQ RbjecW fRU hiP, RQl\ becaXVe he iV a VSecieV-beiQg. OQl\ becaXVe Rf WhaW
iV hiV acWiYiW\ fUee acWiYiW\. EVWUaQged labRXU UeYeUVeV Whe UelaWiRQVhiS VR WhaW PaQ, jXVW
becaXVe he iV a cRQVciRXV beiQg, PakeV hiV life acWiYiW\, hiV being (Wesen], a PeUe PeaQV
fRU hiV e[isWence «

IW iV WUXe WhaW aQiPalV alVR SURdXce¬ «¬ BXW¬ «¬ Whe\ SURdXce RQe-Videdl\, Zhile PaQ
SURdXceV XQiYeUVall\; Whe\ SURdXce RQl\ ZheQ iPPediaWe Sh\Vical Qeed cRPSelV WheP WR
dR VR¬ «¬ Zhile PaQ iV caSable Rf SURdXciQg accRUdiQg WR Whe VWaQdaUdV Rf eYeU\
VSecieV¬«¬heQce PaQ alVR SURdXceV iQ accRUdaQce ZiWh Whe laZV Rf beaXW\.

IW iV WheUefRUe iQ Whe faVhiRQiQg Rf Whe RbjecWiYe WhaW PaQ Ueall\ SURYeV hiPVelf WR be a
species-being. SXch SURdXcWiRQ iV hiV acWiYe VSecieV-life. ThURXgh iW QaWXUe aSSeaUV aV his
ZRUk aQd hiV UealiW\. The RbjecW Rf labRXU iV WheUefRUe Whe objecWiɹcaWion of Whe species-life



of man: fRU PaQ UeSURdXceV hiPVelf QRW RQl\ iQWellecWXall\, iQ hiV cRQVciRXVQeVV, bXW
acWiYel\ aQd acWXall\, aQd he caQ WheUefRUe cRQWePSlaWe hiPVelf iQ a ZRUld he hiPVelf
haV cUeaWed. IQ WeaUiQg aZa\ Whe RbjecW Rf hiV SURdXcWiRQ fURP PaQ, eVWUaQged labRXU
WheUefRUe WeaUV aZa\ fURP hiP hiV species-life, hiV WUXe VSecieV-RbjecWiYiW\, aQd WUaQVfRUPV
hiV adYaQWage RYeU aQiPalV iQWR Whe diVadYaQWage WhaW hiV iQRUgaQic bRd\, QaWXUe, iV
WakeQ fURP hiP¬«

AQ iPPediaWe cRQVeTXeQce Rf PaQ·V eVWUaQgePeQW fURP Whe SURdXcW Rf hiV labRXU, hiV
life acWiYiW\, hiV VSecieV-beiQg, iV Whe esWrangemenW of man from man. WheQ PaQ cRQfURQWV
hiPVelf, he alVR cRQfURQWV oWher PeQ¬«

IQ geQeUal, Whe SURSRViWiRQ WhaW PaQ iV eVWUaQged fURP hiV VSecieV-beiQg PeaQV WhaW
each PaQ iV eVWUaQged fURP Whe RWheUV aQd WhaW all aUe eVWUaQged fURP PaQ·V eVVeQce¬«

The alien beiQg WR ZhRP labRXU aQd Whe SURdXcW Rf labRXU belRQg¬«¬caQ be QRQe RWheU
WhaQ man hiPVelf¬«¬a man oWher Whan Whe Zorker.

ThXV MaU[ dReV QRW liPiW alieQaWiRQ WR e[SlRiWaWiRQ, WR Whe facW
WhaW a VhaUe Rf Whe SURdXcW iV WakeQ aZa\ fURP Whe ZRUkeU
iQdiYidXall\ RU cRllecWiYel\ (Whe ZRUkiQg claVV) b\ Whe iQdiYidXal aQd
Whe claVV Zhich cRQWURlV Whe PeaQV Rf SURdXcWiRQ. He aQal\VeV
alieQaWiRQ XQdeU VeYeUal headiQgV:

(a) Whe alieQaWiRQ Rf Whe ZRUkeU aV aQ objecW (Whe alieQ SRZeU
Zhich WXUQV hiP iQWR aQ RbjecW);

(b) Whe alieQaWiRQ Rf SURdXcWiYe acWiYiW\, iQ RWheU ZRUdV Rf labRXU
iWVelf (Zhich iV diYided aQd VSliW XS b\ iW);

(c) Whe alieQaWiRQ Rf PaQ aV VSecieV-beiQg, PePbeU Rf Whe hXPaQ
VSecieV ² aV a V\VWeP Rf hXmani]ed species-needs;

(d) Whe alieQaWiRQ Rf PaQ aV a beiQg Rf QaWXUe, aV a VeW Rf naWXral
needs.

A liWWle faUWheU RQ, iQ RWheU We[WV, MaU[ iQWURdXceV VRPe QeZ
elePeQWV: ¶The PachiQe accRPPRdaWeV iWVelf WR PaQ·V Zeakness, iQ
RUdeU WR WXUQ Zeak PaQ iQWR a PachiQe.·77 OU agaiQ: ¶The diYision of
laboXr iV Whe ecRQRPic e[SUeVViRQ Rf Whe social naWXre of laboXr
ZiWhiQ eVWUaQgePeQW.·78 AQd agaiQ:



jXsW aV VRcieW\ iWVelf SURdXceV man aV man, VR iW iV prodXced b\ hiP¬«¬The hXman eVVeQce
Rf QaWXUe e[iVWV RQl\ fRU social man.79« Each aWWePSWV WR eVWabliVh RYeU Whe RWheU aQ
alieQ SRZeU, iQ Whe hRSe Rf WheUeb\ achieYiQg VaWiVfacWiRQ Rf hiV RZQ VelɹVh QeedV.80

EVWUaQgePeQW aSSeaUV QRW RQl\ iQ Whe facW WhaW Whe PeaQV Rf m\ life belRQg WR anoWher,
bXW alVR iQ Whe facW WhaW m\ deViUe iV Whe iQacceVVible SRVVeVViRQ Rf anoWher, aQd alVR iQ
Whe facW WhaW all WhiQgV aUe oWher WhaQ WhePVelYeV, WhaW P\ acWiYiW\ iV oWher WhaQ iWVelf, aQd
WhaW ɹQall\ ² aQd WhiV gReV fRU Whe caSiWaliVWV WRR ² aQ inhXman SRZeU UXleV RYeU
eYeU\WhiQg.81

TheVe We[WV Pake Whe SRl\VcRSic, RPQiSUeVeQW chaUacWeU Rf
alieQaWiRQ aV a cRQceSW, a UealiW\ aQd a philosophical WheRU\ liQked WR
Whe VRcial sciences, PRUe WhaQ abXQdaQWl\ cleaU, aQd WhiV aV PXch iQ
UegaUd WR SURdXcWiYe fRUceV aQd VRcial UelaWiRQV aV iQ UegaUd WR
ideRlRg\, aQd eYeQ PRUe SURfRXQdl\ iQ UegaUd WR PaQ·V UelaWiRQ ZiWh
naWXre aQd ZiWh his oZn naWXre.

The PaiQ TXRWaWiRQ (fURP ¶EVWUaQged LabRXU·) VhRZV WhaW fRU
MaU[ ZRUk cRQVWiWXWeV PaQ·V eVVeQce aV a cUeaWRU: a beiQg Rf QeedV
ZhR cUeaWeV hiV RZQ QeedV; aQd iW iV SUeciVel\ ZRUk WhaW alieQaWiRQ
hXPiliaWeV, aWRPi]eV, RYeUSRZeUV.

The WheRU\ Rf iPSRYeUiVhPeQW iV aQ iQWegUal SaUW Rf MaU[·V WheRU\
Rf alieQaWiRQ. AQd \eW Whe WZR cRQceSWV aUe diVcUeWe; WhXV Whe facWV
UelaWiQg WR WheP PXVW be VWXdied VeSaUaWel\, Whe laWWeU beiQg a PRUe
e[WeQViYe aUea WhaQ Whe fRUPeU. TheUefRUe if RQe ePShaVi]eV Whe idea
Rf alieQaWiRQ iW PeaQV WhaW RQe dReV QRW UejecW a SUiRUi Whe WheRU\ Rf
Whe Wendenc\ WRZaUdV iPSRYeUiVhPeQW. The ecRQRPic laZV
fRUPXlaWed b\ MaU[ alZa\V deal ZiWh WeQdeQcieV, aQd aUe WhZaUWed
b\ RWheU fRUceV, RWheU acWiYiWieV aQd RWheU laZV. AV lRQg aV iW iV QRW
backed XS b\ VcieQWiɹc aQal\VeV Rf Whe life aQd Whe QeedV Rf Whe
SURleWaUiaW, cRPSaUed b\ UegiRQ, W\Se Rf iQdXVWU\, aQd cRXQWU\, Whe
aQal\ViV Rf iPSRYeUiVhPeQW, like Whe aQal\ViV Rf alieQaWiRQ, iV jXVW VR
PXch hRW aiU. A SUiRUi iW iV SURbable WhaW heUe, aV elVeZheUe,
diʃeUeQceV iQ deYelRSPeQW Sla\ aQ iPSRUWaQW URle. IW iV becRPiQg
eVVeQWial WR XQdeUWake QRW RQl\ aQ ecRQRPic aQal\ViV, bXW alVR a
VRciRlRgical RQe (dealiQg ZiWh baVic RU diʃeUeQWiaWed QeedV, Whe
degUeeV aQd Whe VWUXcWXUeV Rf WhRVe QeedV, be Whe\ Rld RU QeZ,
hiddeQ RU XQVaWiVɹed, eWc.).



TheUe aUe RWheU We[WV b\ MaU[ Zhich VhRZ cleaUl\ WhaW iQ hiV YieZ
Whe cURZQiQg elePeQW iQ Whe iQhXPaQ SRZeU Zhich UeigQV RYeU all
VRcial life iV Whe SWaWe; iW cRQVRlidaWeV WhaW SRZeU, aQd VaQcWiRQV iW. IQ
RQe VeQVe poliWical alieQaWiRQ (ZiWh Whe poliWical sXpersWiWion b\ Zhich
Whe SWaWe iV acWXall\ eQdRZed ZiWh a life VXSeUiRU WR Whe life Rf
VRcieW\) iV Whe PRVW VeUiRXV W\Se Rf alieQaWiRQ. IQ aQRWheU VeQVe, iW
alVR deWeUPiQeV Whe VSheUe iQ Zhich Whe VWUXggle agaiQVW alieQaWiRQ
(¶diValieQaWiRQ·) aQd Uadical cUiWiciVP, iWV aX[iliaU\, Zill be PRVW
eʃecWiYe, PRVW QeceVVaU\ aQd PRVW diUecWl\ SRVVible.

IW iV eTXall\ cleaU WhaW MaU[ VeeV Whe diYision of laboXr aV Whe caXVe
Rf alieQaWiRQ. NRZ he QeYeU VXggeVWed WhaW Whe SRliWical ReYRlXWiRQ,
RQ Whe leYel Rf Whe VXSeUVWUXcWXUeV ² QRU VRcialiVP, RQ Whe leYel Rf
Whe UelaWiRQV Rf SURdXcWiRQ ² cRXld bUiQg aQ eQd WR Whe diYiViRQ Rf
labRXU. He PeUel\ iPagiQed WhaW afWeU a WUaQViWiRQal SeUiRd Rf
XQVSeciɹed leQgWh, CRPPXQiVP cRXld VXSeUVede Whe diYiViRQ Rf
labRXU. DXUiQg WhiV WUaQViWiRQ, Whe fRUPV Rf alieQaWiRQ (Whe laZ, fRU
e[aPSle, aQd Rf cRXUVe Whe diYiViRQ Rf labRXU) ZRXld caUU\ RQ.
TheUefRUe MaU[ QeYeU liPiWed Whe VSheUe Rf alieQaWiRQ WR caSiWaliVP;
aQd QeYeU did he VXggeVW WhaW VRcialiVP, RU Whe SURleWaUiaQ
ReYRlXWiRQ, ZRXld bUiQg alieQaWiRQ WR aQ abVRlXWe aQd iPPediaWe
eQd.82 AlieQaWiRQ SeUViVWV, RU iV eYeQ bRUQ agaiQ iQ QeZ fRUPV, alRQg
ZiWh iWV cRQWUadicWRU\ SURceVV, Whe SURceVV Rf ¶diValieQaWiRQ·. BXW
heUe Ze aUe bURachiQg QeZ SURblePV Zhich gR be\RQd RXU
iPPediaWe cRQceUQV, aQd Pa\be be\RQd Whe cRQceUQV Rf Whe bRRk
iWVelf. FRU WheVe aUe ShilRVRShical SURblePV: Whe ShilRVRSheU Pa\
Zell gR VR faU aV WR aVk hiPVelf ZheWheU all Ueali]aWiRQ, all
RbjecWiɹcaWiRQ, dReV QRW iQYRlYe aQ alieQaWiRQ aV iWV RZQ deeS-VeaWed
QegaWiYiW\.

AQd VR WheUe iV VWill PRUe WR be Vaid abRXW Whe WheRU\ Rf alieQaWiRQ.
BXW befRUe Ze SURceed, Ze VhRXld cleaU XS a diɽcXlW\ Zhich iV

liQked WR WhiV WheRU\, bXW diVWiQcW fURP iW. A leWWeU Whe aXWhRU
UeceiYed VhRUWl\ afWeU Whe bRRk ZaV SXbliVhed Vaid:

YRX dePRQVWUaWe aQ aQalRg\ beWZeeQ acWiQg, WheaWUe aQd life¬ «¬ YRX ePShaVi]e Whe
iPSRUWaQce Rf PaVk aQd chaUacWeU¬«¬BXW ZhaW abRXW Whe QeZ PaQ? DReVQ·W he VXSeUVede



Whe RSSRViWiRQ beWZeeQ acWiQg aQd beiQg VeUiRXV?« IQ P\ RSiQiRQ, he QR lRQgeU ZeaUV a
PaVk fRU RWheU SeRSle, QRW eYeQ Whe PaVk Rf iURQ\¬«

Oh, hRZ ZRQdeUfXll\ RSWiPiVWic Ze ZeUe afWeU Whe LibeUaWiRQ! IW
ZaV ]eUR hRXU fRU hiVWRU\, Whe PaQ Rf Rld ZaV diVaSSeaUiQg, Whe QeZ
PaQ ZaV bXUVWiQg fRUWh iQ all hiV beaXW\ aQd XQdeQiable
aXWheQWiciW\! WhaW haV becRPe Rf WhiV beaXWifXl aQd QawYe iPage?
AQd WhiV beaXWifXl aQd QawYe cRQɹdeQce? The QeZ PaQ, Whe QeZ
life, WheVe ZeUe Whe iPageV, Whe hRSeV, Whe P\WhV aW Whe PRPeQW Rf
Whe LibeUaWiRQ, UeSlaciQg Whe P\Wh Zhich had iQVSiUed Whe VWUXggle
iQ OcWRbeU 1917: Whe (alPRVW) iPPediaWe WUaQViWiRQ WR CRPPXQiVP.
SigQiɹcaQWl\, Whe hRSe Rf Whe LibeUaWiRQ fRcXVed iWVelf RQ eYeU\da\
life aQd e[SUeVVed Whe Qeed WR Pake a bUeak ² Zhich Ze haYe
eQcRXQWeUed aW Whe PicURVcRSic leYel Rf da\-WR-da\ ZRUUieV aQd
SUeRccXSaWiRQV ² aW Whe leYel Rf VRcieW\. IQdeed Ze cRXld aVk
RXUVelYeV Zh\ WhiV QawYe e[SecWaWiRQ e[SUeVVed iWVelf aV iW did RQ Whe
eWhical leYel. AQd Zh\ iW fRXQd iW VR eaV\ WR abaQdRQ Whe aeVWheWic
leYel, ZheUe PaVkV aQd acWiQg aUe QRW cRQVideUed QeceVVaUil\ bad.
WRXld WheUe VWill be WheaWUe iQ aUW if WheUe ZaV QR lRQgeU aQ\ WheaWUe
iQ Ueal life? AQd if ¶SeUVRQaliWieV· QR lRQgeU SXW RQ WheiU acW ² fRU
WhePVelYeV aQd fRU RWheU SeRSle? The QawYe belief WhaW Whe QeZ ZaV
aW haQd Pade iW eaV\ WR VacUiɹce Whe aeVWheWic fRU Whe eWhical. FRU
beWWeU aQd fRU ZRUVe, WhiV e[SecWaWiRQ Rf aQ abVRlXWe eWhical
aXWheQWiciW\ ZaV cRPSleWel\ diVaSSRiQWed, a PiVfRUWXQe fURP Zhich
aeVWheWicV caPe RXW YeU\ Zell ² SURYiQg WhaW Whe beVW WhiQgV cRPe WR
WhRVe ZhR ZaiW. EYeQWV haYe VXUSaVVed eYeQ ShakeVSeaUe fRU
bXʃRRQeU\ aQd WUaged\; hiVWRU\ haV gRQe eYeQ faUWheU WhaQ Whe WUialV
iQ BUechW·V Sla\V. WhaW WheaWUical SURdXcWiRQ cRXld cRPSeWe ZiWh
Whe Rajk WUialV? WhaW VWage eʃecW cRXld UiYal Whe KhUXVhcheY UeSRUW?
83 WhaW PaVk, ZhaW chaUacWeU iQ ɹcWiRQ, cRXld cRPSaUe ZiWh
SWaliQ·V?

The neZ man ZaV QRW cRPSleWel\ abVeQW fURP WhiV bRRk. HRZeYeU,
he RQl\ aSSeaUed iQ Whe cRQceSWXal aQd ShilRVRShical VhaSe Rf Whe
WoWal man, eQWiUel\ deYelRSed, eQWiUel\ ZRQ back fURP alieQaWiRQ. IQ
P\ cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life I ZaV ZaU\ Rf bUiQgiQg WhiV cRQceSW WRR
clRVel\ iQWR cRQfURQWaWiRQ ZiWh giYeQ eYeU\da\ life. The



ShilRVRSheU·V YRcaWiRQ iV VXch WhaW he iV alPRVW eQWiUel\ aQd alPRVW
alZa\V abRYe Whe QawYeW\ Rf Whe SaVViQg PRPeQW. The QeZ PaQ, Whe
CRPPXQiVW PaQ, Whe WRWal PaQ: iW ZRXld haYe beeQ RQl\ WRR eaV\ WR
cRQfXVe WheVe WeUPV. AQd iQ facW Ze haYe VeeQ SeRSle ZhR e[cel aW
VWickiQg ZhaW Whe\ cRQVideU WR be aSSURSUiaWe labelV RQ RWheUV
VhaUiQg WheVe WiWleV RXW aPRQgVW WhePVelYeV. FRU all WheiU aVVaXlWV RQ
hXge hiVWRUical WUXWhV, VXch dRgPaWiVWV iQViVW WhaW Whe\ aUe ZRUld-
hiVWRUical PeQ, cRQWePSRUaUieV Rf Whe fXWXUe. BecaXVe Whe\ aUe
CRPPXQiVWV iQ Whe Pid-WZeQWieWh ceQWXU\, Whe\ Vee WhePVelYeV aV
PePbeUV Rf Whe CRPPXQiVW VRcieW\ Rf Whe fXWXUe, ZiWh all Whe
TXaliWieV Rf Whe CRPPXQiVW PaQ (VRPeWiPeV, iQ ɹWV Rf cUiWical aQd
aXWRcUiWical ViQceUiW\ RU Velf-deceSWiRQ, Whe\ UeSURach WhePVelYeV fRU
noW haYiQg WheVe TXaliWieV, aQd beQeaWh Whe VeUiRXVQeVV Rf WheiU
PaVkV a VeW Rf QeZ cRPic chaUacWeUV iV bRUQ).

The cRQceSW Rf Whe WoWal man cRPeV fURP VRPe bUief cRPPeQWV
MaU[ Pade. NRWabl\ WhiV RQe: ¶MaQ aSSURSUiaWeV hiV iQWegUal eVVeQce
iQ aQ iQWegUal Za\, aV a WRWal PaQ.·84

IQ WhiV bUief ShUaVe MaU[ liPiWV hiPVelf WR deɹQiQg Whe
ShilRVRShical SURbleP Rf XQiYeUValiW\ aV a fXQcWiRQ Rf hXPaQ
deYelRSPeQW aQd Rf aQRWheU fXQdaPeQWal cRQceSW, WhaW Rf
aSSURSUiaWiRQ. ThiV PeaQV WhaW hiV RbVeUYaWiRQ ZRXld Qeed WR be
PXch elXcidaWed aQd deYelRSed befRUe beiQg WUeaWed aV a geQXiQe
ShilRVRShical WheRU\.85

IW iV SaUWicXlaUl\ iPSRUWaQW WR QRWe WhaW Whe faPRXV WheRU\ Rf Whe
leaS fURP QeceVViW\ iQWR fUeedRP RʃeUV aQ all-WRR-eaV\ jXVWiɹcaWiRQ
fRU Whe QeZ VWUaiQ Rf XWRSiaQiVP aQd idealiVP Ze haYe bUieɻ\
RXWliQed abRYe. ThiV WheRU\ WeQdV WR VXSSRUW Whe gUeaW PRdeUQ P\Wh
Rf Whe ReYRlXWiRQ aV WRWal acW, Uadical bUeak, abVRlXWe UeQeZal. IW iV
WheUefRUe aSSURSUiaWe WR ePShaVi]e WhaW Whe VhifW fURP QeceVViW\ WR
fUeedRP aQd fURP alieQaWiRQ WR fXlɹlPeQW UeTXiUeV a leQgWh\ SeUiRd
Rf WUaQViWiRQ. WhaW Whe claVVic MaU[iVW WheRUiVWV haYe VRPeZhaW
lacRQicall\ called a ¶leaS· RccXSieV a YaVW SeUiRd iQ hiVWRU\ aQd
iPSlieV Whe UeVRlXWiRQ Rf QXPeURXV SURblePV aQd cRQWUadicWiRQV.
The eQd Rf QRQ-hXPaQ hiVWRU\ aQd Whe begiQQiQg Rf hXPaQ hiVWRU\
iQfRUP a SURceVV Rf becRPiQg iQ Zhich elePeQWV Rf diVcRQWiQXiW\
aQd cRQWiQXiW\, a PXlWiWXde Rf facWRUV RQ Whe decliQe RU RQ Whe UiVe,



aQd cRPSle[ TXaQWiWaWiYe TXeVWiRQV aUe all iQWeUZRYeQ. The claVVic
accRXQW baVed RQ TXaQWiW\ aQd TXaliW\ iV WRR ViPSle ² aV if iQ UealiW\
eYeU\WhiQg cRXld alZa\V be UedXced WR a cRQfURQWaWiRQ beWZeeQ
TXaQWiW\ aQd TXaliW\. The WUaQViWiRQal PaQ caQQRW be aYRided. AQd
Whe WUaQViWiRQ iV eYideQW all aURXQd XV. AV PXch iQ caSiWaliVW VRcieW\
(aQd Whe UeadeU iV diUecWed WR Whe ɹQal SageV Rf Imperialism, Whe
HighesW SWage of CapiWalism) aV iQ VRcialiVW VRcieW\. IW iV iPSRVVible WR
cURVV RYeU WhiV SeUiRd iQ a ViQgle bRXQd. The cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\
life aQal\VeV ¶life·, aV iW iV, ZiWhRXW PakiQg aQ RbVcXUe eQWiW\ Rf iW; iW
VWXdieV Whe QegaWiYe aQd SRViWiYe elePeQWV Zhich cRQfURQW RQe
aQRWheU; iW VWXdieV Whe QeZ cRQɻicWV aQd Whe QeZ cRQWUadicWiRQV iQ
ZhaW iV QeZ, kQRZiQg WhaW Whe QeZ iV (PRUe RU leVV)
eYeU\ZheUe¬ «¬ ThXV iW kQRZV WhaW Whe QeZ PaQ PXVW UeVRlYe hiV
RZQ cRQWUadicWiRQV iQ RUdeU WR deYelRS aV a PaQ.

MaQ aQd Whe hXPaQ haYe alZa\V cRQVWiWXWed a ZhRle: iQ aQd
WhURXgh cRQWUadicWiRQV, i.e. alieQaWiRQV. AV fRU Whe WRWal PaQ ²
XniYersal, concreWe aQd aliYe ² he caQ RQl\ be cRQceiYed Rf aV a liPiW
WR Whe iQɹQiW\ Rf VRcial deYelRSPeQW.

TR ZhaW e[WeQW dR Whe VWageV Rf WUaQViWiRQ fall iQWR Whe
ShilRVRShical caWegRU\ Rf alieQaWiRQ? MeUel\ WR aVk Whe TXeVWiRQ
VhRZV WhaW iQWeUeVW iV VhifWiQg WRZaUdV WUaQViWiRQ aQd PaQ iQ
WUaQViWiRQ, bXW iQ VR faU aV he iV PRYiQg WRZaUdV Whe WRWal PaQ, iQ
RWheU ZRUdV cURVViQg WhURXgh alieQaWiRQ ² aQd SeUhaSV alieQaWiRQ aW
iWV Pa[iPXP ² Whe WUaQViWiRQal PaQ iV ¶diValieQaWiQg· hiPVelf. SR Ze
caQ keeS RXU ShilRVRShical cRQceSWV, aV lRQg aV Ze Pake WheP
cRQcUeWe aQd Vee WheP hiVWRUicall\ aQd VRciRlRgicall\, WhXV e[WeQdiQg
Whe deYelRSPeQWV XQdeUWakeQ b\ MaU[, ZhR cRQcUeWi]ed Whe iQiWiall\
ShilRVRShical cRQceSW Rf alieQaWiRQ b\ ViWXaWiQg iW iQ ecRQRPic
RbjecWV. ThiV RbligeV XV WR VeaUch dRcXPeQWV aQd ZRUkV (liWeUaU\,
ciQePaWic, eWc.) fRU eYideQce WhaW a cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf alieQaWiRQ iV
beiQg bRUQ, hRZeYeU iQdiUecWl\, aQd WhaW aQ eʃRUW WRZaUdV
¶diValieQaWiRQ·, QR PaWWeU hRZ RbliTXe aQd RbVcXUe, haV begXQ. FRU
Whe eUa Rf WUaQViWiRQ VhRXld be Whe RQe iQ Zhich Whe ShilRVRShical
cRQceSW eQWeUV life aQd cRQVciRXVQeVV, ZheWheU VSRQWaQeRXVl\ RU
iQWURdXced fURP RXWVide; RWheUZiVe, WhaW cRQceSW Zill UePaiQ
ShilRVRShical aQd QRWhiQg PRUe.



IQ aQ\ eYeQW, iW iV YeU\ iPSRUWaQW fRU Whe cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life
WR kQRZ (aQd WR kQRZ WhaW Whe PaVVeV kQRZ) WhaW Whe WUaQVceQdeQce
Rf Whe iQWeUQal VSliWV aQd cRQWUadicWiRQV iQ Whe hXPaQ UealP
(iQWellecWXal YeUVXV PaQXal ZRUk, WRZQ YeUVXV cRXQWU\, SUiYaWe
YeUVXV VRcial) caQ QR PRUe be UedXced WR a ViPSle acW, WR VRPe
deciViYe aQd ¶WRWal· PRPeQW, WhaQ UeYRlXWiRQ iWVelf. The WoWal man iV
bXW a ɹgXUe RQ a diVWaQW hRUi]RQ be\RQd RXU SUeVeQW YiViRQ. He iV a
liPiW, aQ idea, aQd QRW a hiVWRUical facW. AQd \eW Ze PXVW ¶hiVWRUici]e·
Whe QRWiRQ, WhiQkiQg Rf iW hiVWRUicall\ aQd VRciall\. AQd QRW QawYel\,
like WhRVe ZhR belieYed WhaW Whe QeZ PaQ ZRXld VXddeQl\ bXUVW
fRUWh iQWR hiVWRU\, cRPSleWe, aQd iQ SRVVeVViRQ Rf all Whe hiWheUWR
iQcRPSaWible TXaliWieV Rf YiWaliW\ aQd lXcidiW\, Rf hXPble
deWeUPiQaWiRQ iQ labRXU aQd liPiWleVV eQWhXViaVP iQ cUeaWiRQ.

HRZeYeU, Whe dialecWic Rf kQRZledge VhRZV XV a ¶hiVWRUiciW\· aQd a
becRPiQg XQiWed ZiWh XQiYeUValiW\. All hiVWRUicall\ acTXiUed
kQRZledge iV aSSUR[iPaWe, UeYeUVible, SURYiViRQal: relaWiYe. AQd \eW
RQl\ Whe QRWiRQ Rf Whe absolXWe giYeV WhiV SaUWial, diYided,
cRQWUadicWRU\ kQRZledge a PeaQiQg. The abVRlXWe iV SUeVeQW iQ Whe
UelaWiYe (aQd Whe UelaWiYe iQ Whe abVRlXWe) iQ a dXal Za\. OQ Whe RQe
haQd, Whe abVRlXWe iV in Whe UelaWiYe aV Ze UeceiYe iW hiVWRUicall\:
eYeU\ Siece Rf kQRZledge (eYeU\ cRQceSW, eYeU\ SURSRViWiRQ, eYeU\
VWaWePeQW) cRQWaiQV a gUaiQ Rf WUXWh, Zhich caQ RQl\ becRPe cleaU iQ
Whe cRQWe[W Rf aQ RQgRiQg eYRlXWiRQaU\ SURceVV; WhRXgh aQ iQWegUal
SaUW Rf WhiV SURceVV, iW Zill UeWaiQ a degUee Rf iQYaUiabiliW\ eYeQ aV
Whe cRQWUadicWiRQV iPPaQeQW WR hiVWRUical deYelRSPeQW aUe
VXcceVViYel\ cRQfURQWed aQd UeVRlYed. OQ Whe RWheU haQd, Whe
abVRlXWe iV oXWside of Whe UelaWiYe: WhiV iV Whe idea WhaW WheUe Zill be a
cRPSleWiRQ Rf kQRZledge, a fXlɹlPeQW Zhich iV iPSRVVible aQd \eW
iPSlied b\ Whe WRWal becRPiQg Rf kQRZledge, WheUefRUe SlaciQg a
liPiW WR iQɹQiW\ (Whe aV\PSWRWe Rf Whe WRWal SURceVV). DialecWicall\,
Whe abVRlXWe iV a liPiW WR Whe iQɹQiW\ Rf Whe UelaWiYe ² aQd \eW WheUe iV
alread\ VRPeWhiQg Rf Whe abVRlXWe iQ Whe UelaWiYe. IQ all liPiWed,
cRQWUadicWRU\ aQd VXbjecWiYe kQRZledge WheUe iV alUead\ aQ elePeQW
Rf WRWal RbjecWiYiW\. OQl\ Whe QRWiRQ RU idea Rf Whe abVRlXWe giYeV a
sense (iQ RWheU ZRUdV bRWh a meaning aQd a direcWion) WR hiVWRUicall\
acTXiUed kQRZledge. OQl\ Whe (PaWeUialiVW) dialecWic eQableV XV WR



dePRQVWUaWe Whe hisWorical chaUacWeU Rf kQRZledge ZiWhRXW PakiQg iW
eQWiUel\ UelaWiYe. OQl\ Whe dialecWic Zill eQable XV WR deɹQe aQ
adYaQce (a SURgUeVV) Zhile aW Whe VaPe WiPe cUiWici]iQg Whe illXViRQV
Zhich aUiVe ZheQeYeU SURgUeVV iV Pade, aQd Zhich caXVe XV WR Wake
eYeU\ VWeS fRUZaUd, eYeU\ diVcRYeU\, eYeU\ QeZ laZ RU WheRU\ fRU Whe
ɹQiVhed fRUP Rf VRPe SaUWicXlaU VecWRU Rf kQRZledge. (ThiV iV
aQRWheU ¶gQRViRlRgical· XQdeUSiQQiQg Rf Whe dRgPaWic aSSURach.)

IW iV Whe VaPe fRU Whe hXPaQ. EiWheU RQe WhiQkV ShilRVRShicall\ iQ
RUdeU WR fRXQd hXPaQiVP, RU elVe RQe QeglecWV aQd UejecWV VXch aQ
iQWellecWXal deYelRSPeQW, WhXV abaQdRQiQg hXPaQiVP WR
cRQWiQgeQc\ aQd chaQce. HXPaQ adYaQce aQd SURgUeVV RQl\ Wake
WheiU VeQVe (iQ RWheU ZRUdV bRWh WheiU meaning aQd WheiU direcWion)
fURP Whe QRWiRQ Rf Whe WoWal man. EYeU\ PRPeQW Rf hiVWRU\, eYeU\
VWage accRPSliVhed WhURXgh hiVWRU\, cRQVWiWXWeV a ZhRle; VR dReV
eYeU\ SaUWial acWiYiW\, eYeU\ SRZeU Zhich haV beeQ achieYed
SUacWicall\; eYeU\ momenW alVR cRQWaiQV iWV gUaiQ Rf hXPaQ UealiW\
Zhich Zill aSSeaU PRUe aQd PRUe cleaUl\ dXUiQg Whe VXbVeTXeQW
SURceVV Rf deYelRSPeQW. AW Whe VaPe WiPe Whe WoWal man iV a liPiW WR
iQɹQiW\.

OQl\ if Ze SRViW WhiV liPiW aV a XQiYeUValiW\ caQ Ze aVVeUW WhaW,
deVSiWe Whe cRQɻicWV aQd Whe cRQWUadicWiRQV, WheUe iV a SURfRXQd if
VWill XQUeali]ed XQiW\ beWZeeQ dRPaiQV Rf acWiYiW\, SReWU\ aQd
VcieQce, aUW aQd kQRZledge, eWc. JXVW aV leaUQiQg, ZiWhRXW Whe idea Rf
Whe abVRlXWe, fallV iQWR SXUe UelaWiYiVP ² VR, ZiWhRXW Whe QRWiRQ Rf
Whe WRWal PaQ, hXPaQiVP aQd Whe WheRUeWical cRQceSWiRQ Rf Whe
hXPaQ fall back iQWR aQ iQcRheUeQW SlXUaliVP. ThXV Whe WheRU\ Rf Whe
fXQdaPeQWal is aQd is noW iQ hiVWRU\. IW iQWegUaWeV hiVWRU\, aQd
iQWegUaWeV ZiWh hiVWRU\, iQ a cRheUeQW dialecWical Za\.

IV WhiV WheRU\ HegeliaQ, RU QeR-HegeliaQ? LeW XV lRRk aW iW PRUe
clRVel\. IW iV ceUWaiQ WhaW fRU Hegel Whe abVRlXWe fRXQdaWiRQ Rf
e[iVWeQce, Rf hiVWRU\, Rf Whe dialecWic, ZaV Whe alieQaWiRQ Rf Whe Idea.
IQ hiV V\VWeP WhiV alieQaWiRQ iV Whe iQiWial aQd abVRlXWe cRQdiWiRQ fRU
deYelRSPeQW. The Idea leaYeV iWV Velf, becRPeV alieQaWed, Whe
diVSeUVed OWher, iWVelf a cRQVWaQWl\ alieQaWed e[iVWeQce, iQcaSable Rf
aSSUeheQdiQg iWVelf ZiWhRXW eQWeUiQg iQWR RSSRViWiRQ ZiWh iWVelf. The
aVceQdiQg VWageV Rf BeiQg (QaWXUe, PechaQiVP, VRcieW\, aUW, UeligiRQ,



ShilRVRSh\) eVWabliVh WhePVelYeV b\ Whe Idea VXcceVViYel\ UegaiQiQg
cRQWURl RYeU iWVelf. NRQe Rf WheVe VWageV, QRQe Rf WheVe VhaSiQgV RU
cRQɹgXUaWiRQV Rf cRQVciRXVQeVV, VXcceedV iQ beiQg iWV RZQ WUXWh iQ
iWVelf aQd fRU iWVelf. The\ WhXV UePaiQ iQ Whe dRPaiQ Rf alieQaWiRQ. In
Hegel, When, conWradicWion is noWhing more Whan an implicaWion of
alienaWion. TR kQRZ aQd WR XQdeUVWaQd RQeVelf, WR UeɻecW XSRQ
RQeVelf, iV WR UeVRlYe cRQWUadicWiRQV Zhile SURYRkiQg QeZ alieQaWiQg
cRQWUadicWiRQV.86 The Idea iV aW RQce Whe PRWiYe fRUce Rf
cRQWUadicWiRQ aQd iWV RXWcRPe. IW iV bRWh WhaW Zhich RSSRVeV iWVelf
aQd WhaW Zhich XVeV cRQWUadicWiRQ WR UediVcRYeU ² aQd WR UecRgQi]e
WhURXgh UeɻecWiRQ ² iWV XQiW\ ZiWh iWVelf.

The PRYePeQW Rf LRgic aSSeaUV WR UecRQVWUXcW Whe XQiYeUVe: iQ
facW, iW UediVcRYeUV aQd UecRgQi]eV Whe deVceQdiQg aQd aVceQdiQg
ePaQaWiRQV Rf Whe Idea. The BeiQg Zhich VeePV Whe abVRlXWe
begiQQiQg Rf Whe Ueal aQd Rf UeɻecWiRQ (Rf cRQVciRXVQeVV) iV iQ WUXWh
RQl\ Whe abVRlXWe liPiW Rf Whe Idea, aW RQce iQfeUiRU aQd VXSeUiRU,
fURP belRZ aQd fURP abRYe, fURP Whe Vide Rf QaWXUe, feeliQgV,
abVWUacWiRQ ² aQd fURP Whe Vide Rf SSiUiW. ThXV LRgic, Zhich iQ Hegel
aSSeaUV aW ɹUVW WR SURdXce Whe ZRUld, iV iQ WUXWh RQl\ Whe hXPaQ
PeWhRd fRU aWWaiQiQg Whe Idea (Zhich iV Zh\ iW caQ Uid iWVelf Rf Whe
Idea aQd Whe abVRlXWe iQ Whe HegeliaQ VeQVe, aQd chaQge cRXUVe VR aV
WR eQWeU MaU[iVP). AQd \eW iQ Hegel Whe abVRlXWe WeaUiQg aSaUW Rf
Whe Idea ² iWV alieQaWiRQ ² iV iQdiVSeQVable if WhiV Idea iV WR cUeaWe
Velf-cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd WR becRPe cRQVciRXV Rf iWVelf aV iW cUeaWeV (b\
PeaQV Rf iWV UeɻecWiRQ, iQ Zhich iW is reɻecWed). HegeliaQiVP likeZiVe
YieZV Whe WeaUiQg aSaUW Rf UealiW\, Rf life, Rf cRQVciRXVQeVV (aQd iWV
Xnhappiness) aV iUUedXcibl\ giYeQ.87

B\ abaQdRQiQg Whe cRQcUeWe aQal\ViV Rf WheVe diYiViRQV, WheVe
VeSaUaWiRQV, WhaW WeaUiQg aSaUW Rf acWiRQV aQd cRQVciRXVQeVV Zhich
aUe Whe Ueal facWV Rf Ueal life, ceUWaiQ Rf Hegel·V e[SRQeQWV haYe
eQded XS iQ P\VWiciVP. The\ PaiQWaiQ WhaW Whe WeaUiQg aSaUW iV aQ
abVRlXWe dUaPa: a dUaPa ZiWhiQ Whe abVRlXWe. IQ WheiU YieZ hXPaQ
acWiRQV illXVWUaWe WhiV abVRlXWe dUaPa, aQd caQ RQl\ be XQdeUVWRRd iQ
WeUPV Rf iWV iPage. PRVW-HegeliaQ P\VWiciVP deYelRSV Whe YiViRQ Rf
Whe ¶SSecXlaWiYe GRRd FUida\·; iW VWaUWV ZiWh Whe h\SRWheViV WhaW
Hegel deYelRSed a QeZ VeUieV Rf cRQceSWV iQ RUdeU WR UaWiRQali]e Whe



iUUaWiRQal, WhaW he VXcceeded XS WR a SRiQW, bXW WhaW be\RQd WhaW
SRiQW he failed, WhXV aXWhRUi]iQg WheP WR UeVXPe Whe WaVk fURP
ZheUe he lefW Rʃ, SUeciVel\ b\ giYiQg SURPiQeQce WR Whe P\VWical
eVVeQce Rf Whe UeVidXe Rf iUUaWiRQaliW\.

YeW iW iV alVR SRVVible WR VhRZ WhaW iQ Hegel ² aQd WhiV eYeQ iQ hiV
V\VWeP-bXildiQg ² WheUe ZaV aQ aWWePSW WR eQclRVe WRWaliW\ ZiWhiQ Whe
UeɻecWiQg IQdiYidXal, aQd WhaW fRU hiP WhiV aWWePSW iQYRlYed aQ
e[SliciW VWUXggle agaiQVW P\VWiciVP. FRU WhiV iV Whe VeQVe aQd Whe gRal
Rf Whe HegeliaQ V\VWeP: WR allRZ aQ iQdiYidXal ² Whe ShilRVRSheU aQd
hiV fRllRZeUV ² WR dRPiQaWe Whe XQiYeUVe b\ WhRXghW; aQd Whe V\VWeP
iV alVR Whe jXVWiɹcaWiRQ fRU WhiV gRal, Whe hiVWRU\ Rf WhiV IQdiYidXal.
MaU[ e[WeQded Hegel·V cRQWUadicWRU\ aWWePSW WR UaWiRQali]e,
UeVRlYiQg iWV cRQWUadicWiRQ aQd bUeakiQg hiV V\VWeP Zhile aW Whe
VaPe WiPe UeWaiQiQg iWV elePeQW Rf UaWiRQaliW\. MaU[ haV
dePRQVWUaWed hRZ dialecWical UeaVRQ aUiVeV SUeciVel\ fURP Whe
VXSSRVed iUUaWiRQaliW\ cRQVWiWXWed b\ QaWXUe, b\ SUacWical aQd VRcial
acWiYiW\, b\ PaQ aV he iV iQ eYeU\da\ life.

IW iV WhXV WhaW Whe UeVidXe Rf iUUaWiRQaliW\ iQ Hegel ² Whe WheRU\ Rf
alieQaWiRQ ² becRPeV iQWegUaWed ZiWhiQ hiVWRUical aQd dialecWical
PaWeUialiVP, aQd iV WUaQVfeUUed RQWR a leYel Zhich iV bRWh SUacWical
aQd UaWiRQal. IQ MaU[iVP, alienaWion is no longer Whe absolXWe
foXndaWion of conWradicWion. On Whe conWrar\: alienaWion is deɹned as an
aspecW of conWradicWion and of becoming in man. AlieQaWiRQ iV Whe fRUP
WakeQ b\ dialecWical QeceVViW\ iQ hXPaQ becRPiQg. ThXV Hegel
e[SlaiQed cRQWUadicWiRQ b\ alieQaWiRQ, Zhile MaU[ e[SlaiQV
alieQaWiRQ b\ dialecWical cRQWUadicWiRQ. ThiV iV ZhaW Whe Zell-kQRZQ
UeYeUVal ZheUeb\ Whe HegeliaQ dialecWic haV beeQ ¶VeW back RQ iWV
feeW· cRQViVWV Rf. ThiV WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ dReV QRW e[clXde Whe WheRU\ Rf
alieQaWiRQ, iW eQcRPSaVVeV iW.

FeXeUbach WhRXghW he had bURXghW hXPaQ alieQaWiRQ WR aQ eQd iQ
RQe fell VZRRS (b\ a Uadical aQd WRWal ShilRVRShical acW RU decUee).
He SURclaiPed WhaW WheRlRg\, UeligiRQ, PeWaSh\VicV, aUe all
alieQaWiRQV Rf PaQ (aQd QR lRQgeU Rf Whe Idea). BXW b\ deɹQiQg PaQ
RQce aQd fRU all aV aQ iQdiYidXal Sh\ViRlRgical eQWiW\ ² b\ UejecWiQg
Whe dialecWic aQd Whe hiVWRUiciW\ Rf Whe hXPaQ ² he ZaV deVWUR\iQg
Whe fRXQdaWiRQ fRU a cRQcUeWe WheRU\ Rf alieQaWiRQ. AQd he ZaV alVR



adPiWWiQg Whe bRXUgeRiV iQdiYidXal aV aQ aQWhURSRlRgical SUiQciSle ²
aV aQ XQcRQVideUed SUeVXSSRViWiRQ.

MaU[ UejecWV Whe fRUP WakeQ b\ FeXeUbach·V PaWeUialiVP: hiV
aQWhURSRlRgical SRVWXlaWe. He dReV QRW WhiQk WhaW PaQ aV VXch iV a
ViPSle fUagPeQW Rf QaWXUe. BXW, RQ Whe RWheU haQd, he UejecWV Whe
idealiVW SRVWXlaWe WhaW WhiQkiQg PaQ ePeUgeV fURP QaWXUe aQd VeWV
hiPVelf XS abRYe iW b\ YiUWXe Rf hiV WhRXghW, Rf Whe PeUe facW WhaW he
WhiQkV. IQ WhiV Za\ he VXcceedV iQ VXSeUVediQg SUeYiRXV
ShilRVRShieV, Whe SicWXUe Rf PaQ Whe\ SUeVeQWed aQd Whe UelaWiRQ
Whe\ deɹQed beWZeeQ PaQ aQd Whe XQiYeUVe. MaU[ ZaQWV WR WhiQk Rf
PaQ·V eVVeQce dialecWicall\: fRU hiP PaQ iV a beiQg Rf QaWXUe iQ Whe
SURceVV Rf Velf-WUaQVceQdeQce, a beiQg Rf QaWXUe VWUXggliQg ZiWh
QaWXUe iQ RUdeU WR dRPiQaWe iW, a beiQg ePeUgiQg fURP QaWXUe, bXW
dRiQg VR iQ VXch a Za\ WhaW iQ Whe YeU\ SURceVV Rf ePeUgiQg fURP
aQd dRPiQaWiQg QaWXUe iWV URRWV aUe SlXQged eYeU PRUe deeSl\
WheUeiQ.

IQ Whe SUehiVWRU\ Rf PaQ (WheUefRUe XS XQWil Whe SUeVeQW) PaQ ZaV
ɹUVW Rf all a beiQg Rf QaWXUe. NRZ iQ PaWeUial aQd biRlRgical QaWXUe,
becRPiQg aSSeaUV aV fUagPeQWaWiRQ, diVSeUViRQ, e[WeUQali]aWiRQ,
e[clXViRQ aQd UeciSURcal deVWUXcWiRQ. The QaWXUal oWher-being iV
eVVeQWiall\ Whe eQeP\-beiQg. IQ WhiV SUehiVWRU\, Zhich ZaV hiV
QaWXUal hiVWRU\, PaQ ZaV SUeciVel\ WhaW. BXW iQ VR faU aV he ZaV a
VRcial beiQg he ZaV alUead\ becRPiQg someWhing else, iQ VXch a Za\
WhaW iQ hiV QaWXUal hiVWRU\ QaWXUe ZiWhiQ hiP ZaV Whe SURfRXQd
UeaVRQ aQd eYeU-SUeVeQW caXVe fRU hiV alieQaWiRQ, cRQVWaQWl\
UeQeZed; fRU hiV iQWeUQal cRQWUadicWiRQ.

ThiV hiVWRU\ Rf hXPaQiW\ SUeVeQWV XV ZiWh a cRllecWiRQ Rf VWUaQge
facWV aQd eYeQWV. IQVWiWXWiRQV aQd ideaV ZeUe e[WeUQal WR Whe hXPaQ,
RSSUeVViYe, e[clXViYe, PXWXall\ cRQWUadicWRU\. The\ ZeUe PXWXall\
deVWUXcWiYe, aQd iW ZaV QeceVVaU\ WR deVWUR\ WheP if Whe\ ZeUe WR be
VXSeUVeded. AQd \eW WheVe iQVWiWXWiRQV aQd WheVe ideaV ZeUe Whe
iQdiVSeQVable e[SUeVViRQ Rf Whe deYelRSPeQW aQd Whe acTXiViWiRQ Rf
hXPaQ SUacWice aQd hXPaQ SRZeUV, eVVeQWial iQ RUdeU WR RUgaQi]e
aQd fRUPXlaWe WheVe aQd WR UeQdeU WheP cRQVciRXV.

ThiV cRQWUadicWiRQ iV aW Whe heaUW Rf MaU[iVW WhRXghW aV faU aV Whe
hiVWRUical deYelRSPeQW Rf PaQ iV cRQceUQed. BXW iW iV QRW a



cRQWUadicWiRQ iQ MaU[iVW WhRXghW iWVelf.88 IW iV aQ iQWeUQal
cRQWUadicWiRQ iQ hiVWRU\ iWVelf, aQd RQl\ Whe geQeUal WheRU\ Rf
alieQaWiRQ caQ elXcidaWe iW. IW alRQe caQ helS XV WR XQdeUVWaQd hRZ
PeQ cRQVWUXcWed hiVWRU\ Zhile beiQg caXghW ZiWhiQ hiVWRU\, ZiWhiQ
WheiU RZQ hiVWRU\; aQd hRZ Whe\ cRQVWUXcWed iW ZiWhRXW kQRZiQg
Whe\ ZeUe dRiQg VR, bliQdl\ aW ɹUVW, bXW PRUe aQd PRUe cRQVciRXVl\,
RQ VeYeUal diʃeUiQg bXW cRQYeUgeQW leYelV (ecRQRPic, SRliWical aQd
ideRlRgical VWUXggleV); aQd hRZ ɹQall\ UeYRlW aQd YiRleQce aQd
chaQce ZeUe RQl\ aSSaUeQWl\ aQ iUUaWiRQal aQd abVXUd facWRU iQ
hiVWRU\. ThiQgV SURgUeVV (iQ RWheU ZRUdV ceUWaiQ WhiQgV diVaSSeaU)
ZiWh WheiU bad Vide fRUZaUd.

ThiV WeaUiQg aSaUW VhRZV WhaW iQ Whe gURZiQg cRQWURl WhaW PaQ haV
RYeU QaWXUe, QaWXUe aV VXch keeSV cRQWURl RYeU PaQ. HiV SURdXcWV
aQd hiV ZRUkV fXQcWiRQ like beiQgV Rf QaWXUe. He PXVW objecWif\
hiPVelf, aQd VRcial RbjecWV becRPe WhiQgV, feWiVheV, Zhich WXUQ XSRQ
hiP. MaQ aV a cRllecWiYe VXbjecW e[iVWV afWeU Whe faVhiRQ Rf QaWXUe,
\eW PaQ WeQdV WR VXSeUVede QaWXUe aQd WR bXild a VSeciɹc
eQYiURQPeQW iQ Zhich cRQWUadicWiRQ iQ iWV QaWXUal fRUP
(VSRQWaQeRXV, bliQd, QeceVVaU\) Zill iWVelf be VXSeUVeded, cRQWURlled,
kQRZQ aQd PaVWeUed. The PRPeQW PaQ iQYeQWed WRRlV aQd begaQ WR
ZRUk he VWRSSed beiQg aQ aQiPal, aQd eQWeUed Whe UealP Rf
hiVWRUical aQd hXPaQ cRQWUadicWiRQV. BXW WheVe cRQWUadicWiRQV e[WeQd
Whe cRQWUadicWiRQV Rf QaWXUe, aQd SaUWicXlaUl\ iQ WheiU QeceVVaU\,
bliQd aVSecW; if PaQ haV hXPaQi]ed hiPVelf, he haV dRQe VR RQl\ b\
WeaUiQg hiPVelf aSaUW, diYidiQg hiPVelf, fUagPeQWiQg hiPVelf: acWiRQV
aQd SURdXcWV, SRZeUV aQd feWiVheV, gURZiQg cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd
VSRQWaQeRXV lack Rf cRQVciRXVQeVV, RUgaQi]aWiRQ aQd UeYRlW.

AlieQaWiRQ Pa\ be deɹQed ShilRVRShicall\ aV WhiV ViQgle \eW dXal
PRYePeQW Rf RbjecWiɹcaWiRQ aQd e[WeUQali]aWiRQ ² Rf Ueali]aWiRQ aQd
deUeali]aWiRQ. BXW WhiV PRYePeQW PXVW be VeeQ iQ iWV dialecWical
SURfXQdiW\. ThaW Zhich reali]es is also WhaW Zhich dereali]es. And Yice
Yersa: ZhaWeYeU deUeali]eV ² diVVRlYeV, deVWUR\V, QegaWeV ² alVR
Ueali]eV b\ VXSeUVeVViRQ. ObVWacleV, XQcRPfRUWable diɽcXlWieV,
diVTXieW, aSSaUeQWl\ iQVRlXble SURblePV, cRQWUadicWiRQ SXVhed WR Whe
SRiQW Rf aQWagRQiVP, WheVe aUe PRPeQWV Rf SURgUeVV: Whe VWeS
fRUZaUd, Whe biUWh Rf a UealiW\ aQd a higheU UeɻecWiQg cRQVciRXVQeVV



WhURXgh Whe diVVRlXWiRQ Rf ZhaW e[iVWV. The posiWiYe is negaWiYe, bXW
ZhaW is mosW negaWiYe is also ZhaW is mosW posiWiYe.«

AQd WhiV becRPiQg Pa\ be e[SUeVVed, iQ a Za\ Zhich iV all Whe
PRUe VWUikiQg fRU beiQg cRQcUeWe, SUacWical aQd aliYe, aV Whe
discreWeness \eW inclXsiYeness of Whe indiYidXal and Whe social.89

ThiV XQiW\ iV Whe fRXQdaWiRQ Rf all VRcieW\: a VRcieW\ iV Pade XS Rf
iQdiYidXalV, aQd Whe iQdiYidXal iV a VRcial beiQg, iQ aQd b\ Whe
cRQWeQW Rf hiV life aQd Whe fRUP Rf hiV cRQVciRXVQeVV. NRZ fURP Whe
diUecW aQd Sh\Vical UiWXalV Rf SUiPiWiYe VRcieWieV WR Whe liYed
abVWUacWiRQ Rf Velf-cRQVciRXVQeVV (priYaWe cRQVciRXVQeVV) WhiV XQiW\
haV RQl\ e[SUeVVed iWVelf iQ PXWilaWed, fUagPeQWed, ViQgXlaU Za\V.

IW caQQRW be e[SUeVVed RXWVide Rf Whe cRQWUadicWiRQV Zhich haYe
eQVQaUed iW, VSliWWiQg iW aQd PakiQg iW SURblePaWic, XQVWable,
deVWiQed WR be VXSeUVeded. The VRcial, fRU aQd iQ Whe iQdiYidXal, iV
alZa\V ePbRdied iQ UiWXalV, iQ SaUWicXlaU ZRUdV RU e[SUeVViRQV,90

Zhich aUe fXll Rf PeaQiQg aQd aW Whe VaPe WiPe UelaWiYel\
PeaQiQgleVV iQ WhePVelYeV, WhXV iQVigQiɹcaQW aQd V\PbRlic.

AccRUdiQg WR Whe PRPeQW aQd Whe aQgle fURP Zhich Ze SeUceiYe
hiP, Whe iQdiYidXal iV aW RQe aQd Whe VaPe WiPe ZhaW iV PRVW highl\
cRQcUeWe aQd PRVW UePRWel\ abVWUacW. He iV ZhaW iV PRVW chaQgiQg
hiVWRUicall\ aQd ZhaW iV PRVW VWable, ZhaW iV PRVW iQdeSeQdeQW fURP
Whe VRcial VWUXcWXUe, aQd PRVW deSeQdeQW XSRQ iW. CRQYeUVel\, Whe
VRcial iV abVWUacW, ViQce iW iV deɹQed RQl\ b\ Whe iQdiYidXalV ZhR
Pake iW XS; aQd iW iV ZhaW iV PRVW VXSUePel\ cRQcUeWe, ViQce iW giYeV
WheVe iQdiYidXal e[iVWeQceV WheiU XQiW\, WheiU WRWaliW\, aQd ViQce iW
deWeUPiQeV Whe cRQWeQW Rf WheiU liYeV aQd WheiU cRQVciRXVQeVV. FRU
each iQdiYidXal, Whe XQiW\ Rf hiV cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd XQiW\ ZiWh hiV
cRQVciRXVQeVV iV hiV UealiW\, aQd Whe UeVW iV PeUe deVWiQ\, e[WeUQaliW\,
QeceVViW\. HRZeYeU, fURP Whe SRiQW Rf YieZ Rf iWV fRXQdaWiRQ aQd
VRcial cRQWeQW, Whe YeU\ XQiW\ Rf Whe PRVW iQWiPaWe iQdiYidXal
cRQVciRXVQeVV iV deWeUPiQed fURP RXWVide. ThXV ZhaW iV PRVW
iQWeUQal iV alVR ZhaW iV PRVW e[WeUQal (priYaWe conscioXsness fRU
e[aPSle) ² aQd cRQYeUVel\, ZhaW iV PRVW e[WeUQal iV ZhaW iV PRVW
iQWeUQal (Whe VeQVe Rf a ¶YalXe·, fRU e[aPSle).

PaVW ideRlRgieV WUied WR ɹQd aQVZeUV WR VRPe YeU\ diYeUVe
TXeVWiRQV aQd SURblePV, WR RʃeU VRlXWiRQV WR a PXlWiWXde Rf



cRQWUadicWiRQV, bXW PRVW Rf all Whe\ addUeVVed Whe SURbleP Rf, aQd
Whe cRQWUadicWiRQ beWZeeQ, iQdiYidXal aQd VRcial. The\ UecUeaWed iW
iQ QeZ fRUPV, deeSeU aQd PRUe hRSeleVV, XQWil VXch WiPe aV WheVe
ZeUe eliPiQaWed b\ YiRleQce RU b\ gUadXal eURViRQ, iQ Whe QaPe Rf a
QeZ VRcial cRQWeQW. ThXV UeligiRQV, WheRlRgical RU PeWaSh\Vical
SURjecWV, ZeUe aXWhenWic aWWePSWV WR UecRQcile PaQ ZiWh hiPVelf, Whe
hXPaQ ZiWh QaWXUe, Whe iQdiYidXal ZiWh Whe VRcial. The\ achieYed
bRWh WheiU iQWeUQal cRheUeQce aQd WheiU eQWU\ iQWR life fURP WheVe
aWWePSWV, iQ Whe fRUP Rf acWiRQV, aQd Whe VeaUch fRU a VW\le. ReligiRXV
feUYRXU aQd belief iQ a GRd gaYe V\PbRlic e[SUeVViRQ WR Whe XQiW\ Rf
Whe elePeQWV Rf Whe hXPaQ, aQd SURjecWed WhiV XQiW\ RXWVide PaQ.

IQ facW, hRZeYeU, aW Whe YeU\ PRPeQW ideRlRg\ ZaV cUeaWiQg WhiV
XQiW\ b\ becRPiQg a cRheUeQW dRcWUiQe aQd diVcRYeUiQg a VW\le Rf
liYiQg, iW ZaV alVR SeUSeWXaWiQg Whe iQQeU diYiViRQ, iQ Whe fRUP Rf
gRRd aQd eYil, ViQ aQd ValYaWiRQ, GRd aQd Whe DeYil. ReligiRQ aV
iQVWiWXWiRQ PaiQWaiQed a VRcial XQiW\ b\ VeSaUaWiQg Whe VacUed aQd
Whe SURfaQe, aQd b\ RSSUeVViRQ. AV fRU diUecW RU iQdiUecW cRPPXQiRQ
ZiWh QaWXUe, ecVWaWic cRQWePSlaWiRQ, fRU Whe RSSUeVVed aQd eYeQ fRU
a SURSRUWiRQ Rf WheiU RSSUeVVRUV, ZaV PeUel\ a diYeUViRQ; Whe
iQWeQViW\ Rf Whe P\VWical VWaWeV aWWaiQed ZaV aQ iQde[ Rf QRWhiQg bXW
Ueal SRZeUleVVQeVV, aQd aQ abVeQce Rf aQ\ cUeaWiYe aSSURSUiaWiRQ.

AV VRRQ aV Whe XQiW\ beWZeeQ Whe iQdiYidXal aQd Whe VRcial begiQV
a SURceVV Rf UeQeZal, alieQaWiRQ WakeV Whe fRUP Rf aQ aQWagRQiVP
beWZeeQ Whe SUiYaWe cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd Whe VRcial cRQVciRXVQeVV. IQ
PRdeUQ VRcieW\ WhiV Velf-VaPe alieQaWiRQ haV WakeQ RWheU fRUPV.
EYeU\ WiPe iW iV SRVVible WR SURclaiP Whe e[WeUQaliW\ Rf Whe ZhRle aQd
Rf Whe SaUW ² eiWheU WhaW Whe SaUW iV VXSeUiRU WR Whe ZhRle, RU WhaW Whe
ZhRle WUaQVceQdV Whe SaUW ² WheUe iV alZa\V aQ ideRlRgXe RQ haQd WR
dR Whe jRb. AQd Whe UeVXlWaQW ideRlRg\ iV alZa\V iQɻXeQWial:
PachiQeV fRU PachiQeV· Vake, RU cRQYeUVel\ PaQ YeUVXV PachiQe ²
UeaVRQ fRU UeaVRQ·V Vake, RU cRQYeUVel\ aUW UedXced WR a PeUe
XWiliWaUiaQ WechQiTXe, eWc.

Man·s XniW\ ZiWh himself, in parWicXlar Whe XniW\ of Whe indiYidXal and
Whe social, is an essenWial aspecW of Whe deɹniWion of Whe WoWal man.

IQ WheVe ciUcXPVWaQceV Ze PXVW eiWheU abaQdRQ WU\iQg WR
fRUPXlaWe a cRheUeQW WheRU\ aQd SURclaiP SlXUaliVP ² Zhich iV



ViPSl\ Whe e[SUeVViRQ Rf WhiV abaQdRQPeQW ² RU iQVWead cRQVWUXcW a
V\VWeP Rf caWegRUieV Zhich Zill gUaVS naWXre and man aW Whe VaPe
WiPe, iQ WheiU PRYePeQW, iQ WheiU cRQWUadicWiRQ aQd iQ WheiU
iQWeUSeQeWUaWiRQ.

BefRUe dialecWical PaWeUialiVP eYeU\ ¶V\VWeP· Zhich ZaQWed WR be
WRWal (Zhich ZaQWed WR be ShilRVRShical, WhXV V\VWePaWic aQd
cRheUeQW) PeUel\ XVed XQcRQVciRXV VRcial caWegRUieV WR gUaVS Whe
XQiYeUVe. FRU Whe ShilRVRSheU, fRU Whe ideRlRgXe iQ geQeUal, VRcieW\
ZaV a giYeQ acceSWed QawYel\ alRQg ZiWh iWV cRQWeQW aQd iQ Whe
ideRlRgical fRUPV iW had VSRQWaQeRXVl\ adRSWed aW Whe PRPeQW Whe
WhiQkeU VWaUWed WR UeɻecW; iQ RWheU ZRUdV, he acceSWed iW WRgeWheU
ZiWh iWV SURfRXQdeVW aVVXPSWiRQV. ThXV PlaWR acceSWed VlaYeU\,
DeVcaUWeV aQd SSiQR]a acceSWed cRPPeUce aQd PeUcaQWile
caSiWaliVP aQd Hegel acceSWed Whe bRXUgeRiV iQdiYidXal. SR iQ WheVe
dRcWUiQeV, aQd iQ WheiU VeaUch fRU iQWeUQal cRheUeQce, WheUe ZaV a
Uadical dXSliciW\, PRUe RfWeQ WhaQ QRW cRQcealed b\ VRShiVWU\ RU
P\VWiciVP: WhoXghWs based on Xnconsidered daWa and presXpposiWions.
CeUWaiQl\ WhURXghRXW Whe hiVWRU\ Rf ShilRVRSh\ Ze caQ Vee Whe
(aPbigXRXV aQd cRQWUadicWRU\) SaWhZa\V Zhich iQ Whe eighWeeQWh
ceQWXU\ cU\VWalli]ed aV PaWeUialiVP aQd idealiVP. BXW WhaW iV jXVW RQe
aVSecW Rf Whe hiVWRU\ Rf ideRlRgieV aQd ShilRVRShieV iQ UelaWiRQ WR Whe
deYelRSPeQW Rf hiVWRU\ aQd VRcieW\. IQ RXU YieZ SaVW ShilRVRShieV
aQd WheiU hiVWRU\, RQ Whe RQe haQd, aQd MaU[iVW ShilRVRShical
WhRXghW RQ Whe RWheU, caQQRW be UedXced WR a feZ glibl\
V\VWePaWi]ed RbVeUYaWiRQV RQ PaWWeU aQd VSiUiW. The\ aUe UicheU aQd
PRUe cRPSle[ WhaQ WhaW. The elabRUaWiRQ Rf caWegRUieV cRQVWiWXWeV
aQRWheU aVSecW Rf Whe deYelRSPeQW, RQe Zhich haV iWV RZQ
cRPSle[iWieV. FRU Whe caWegRUieV had SUacWical, hiVWRUical aQd VRcial
RUigiQV; aW Whe VaPe WiPe Whe\ XQdeUZeQW a WheRUeWical elabRUaWiRQ
aiPed aW fRUPXlaWiQg aQd deɹQiQg WheP, aQd deWeUPiQiQg Whe
cRQQecWiRQV beWZeeQ WheP. SSeciɹcall\ ShilRVRShical caWegRUieV caQ
RQl\ be VeSaUaWed fURP VRcial caWegRUieV a SRVWeUiRUi. IQ Whe Zake Rf
MaU[ (iQ A ConWribXWion Wo Whe CriWiqXe of PoliWical Econom\), Ze haYe
alUead\ QRWed Whe iPSRUWaQce Rf Whe RbjecWiYiW\ Rf Whe caWegRUieV b\
Zhich bRXUgeRiV VRcieW\ e[SUeVVeV iWVelf aQd iWV cUiWiciVP Rf SUeYiRXV
VRciR-ecRQRPic VWUXcWXUeV. FRU e[aPSle, Whe caWegRU\ Rf social



laboXr. AW a ceUWaiQ VWage iQ iWV deYelRSPeQW, VRcieW\ begaQ WR
e[aPiQe cUiWicall\ Whe caWegRUieV Zhich e[SUeVVed iW: WhiV ZaV ZheQ
MaU[ iQaXgXUaWed (aV a fXQcWiRQ Rf bRXUgeRiV VRcieW\ VeeQ iQ iWV
becRPiQg aQd iWV WRWaliW\, aQd WheUefRUe aV a fXQcWiRQ Rf Whe
e[iVWeQce Rf Whe ZRUkiQg claVV) Whe cUiWiTXe Rf Whe caWegRUieV Rf
bRXUgeRiV VRcieW\ iWVelf. ThXV MaU[ deɹQed Whe bRXUgeRiV QaWXUe Rf
Whe IQdiYidXal, Zhich hiWheUWR had beeQ WakeQ aV aQ abVRlXWe. FRU
MaU[ Whe caWegRU\ Rf VRcial labRXU diVcRYeUed b\ Whe claVVic
ecRQRPiVWV becaPe WhaW Rf alienaWed labRXU; Qeed ZaV UeYealed aV
alienaWed Qeed; iW ZaV WhURXgh cUiWical UeɻecWiRQ WhaW Whe feWishisWic
chaUacWeU Rf cRPPRdiWieV aQd PRQe\ ZaV aUUiYed aW; iQ WhiV Za\ a
higheU aQd deciViYe VWage iQ RbjecWiYiW\ ZaV Ueached. OQce Whe
RUigiQV Rf WheVe caWegRUieV ZeUe Pade cRQVciRXV, iW becaPe feaVible
WR UeSUeVeQW Whe XQiYeUVe aQd hiVWRU\ cRheUeQWl\ aQd iQ a Za\ Zhich
Ueall\ allRZed Whe elePeQWV Rf Whe hXPaQ WheiU XQiW\. IQ a Za\ iQ
Zhich VRcieW\ aQd Whe hXPaQ ZeUe cRQVeTXeQWl\ QR lRQgeU iQ
RSSRViWiRQ, bXW iQWegUaWed iQ a ZhRle, each UeWaiQiQg iWV VSeciɹciW\.

If WhiV XQiW\ iV WR be fXll\ deYelRSed a SaiQVWakiQg aQd e[WeQViYe
cUiWical aQal\ViV Rf Whe caWegRUieV iQ eYeU\ VSheUe Rf aUW aQd VcieQce
Zill WheUefRUe be Qeeded. IQ ShilRVRSh\ aV Zell. ThiV iPPeQVe
XQdeUWakiQg Zill SURYide XV ZiWh a beWWeU gUaVS Rf ZhaW iV VWill RQl\
abVWUacW, aQd Zill eQable XV WR iQWURdXce ZhaW iV VWill RQl\
WheRUeWical aQd ideRlRgical iQWR eYer\da\ life aQd cRQVciRXVQeVV.
MaU[ PeUel\ VeW WhiV WaVk iQ PRWiRQ. NRWabl\ iQ Whe ConWribXWion Wo
Whe CriWiqXe of PoliWical Econom\, Whe iPSRUWaQce Rf Zhich iV RfWeQ
WRWall\ QeglecWed iQ faYRXU eiWheU Rf hiV eaUlieU ZUiWiQgV, RU elVe Rf
CapiWal. HiV ZRUk iV a PRdel, a gXide, a beacRQ. IQ QR UeVSecW iV iW a
cRPSleWed V\VWeP, a YiViRQ RU a cRQceSWiRQ Rf Whe ZRUld iQ Whe
WUadiWiRQal PeaQiQg Rf Whe WeUPV!

AW Whe VaPe WiPe WhiV e[aPiQaWiRQ Rf caWegRUieV aQd Whe
elabRUaWiRQ Rf WheiU UelaWiRQV aQd Rf WheiU WheRUeWical XQiW\
cRQVWiWXWeV a cUiWiTXe Rf VXSeUVeded ideRlRgieV, WheiU cRQceSWV aQd
caWegRUieV; QRWabl\ Rf WhRVe ideRlRgieV WhaW VaQcWiRQ Whe diUecWl\
e[SeUieQced diVcUeWeQeVV Rf Whe iQdiYidXal aQd Whe VRcial (WheiU Ueal
cRQWUadicWiRQ) b\ h\SRVWaVi]iQg iW iQ Whe fRUP Rf aQ iPagiQed



diVcUeWeQeVV Zhich SXWV all Whe VWUeVV eiWheU RQ Whe RQe RU RQ Whe
RWheU.

The SURfRXQd HegeliaQ diVWiQcWiRQ beWZeeQ XndersWanding (RU
iQWelligeQce) aQd reason WakeV RQ a QeZ PeaQiQg. UQdeUVWaQdiQg
PXVW be deɹQed aV a hiVWRUical aQd WheRUeWical VWage iQ WhRXghW aQd
cRQVciRXVQeVV. IW aQal\VeV, VeSaUaWeV aQd ViWXaWeV deWeUPiQaWiRQV iQ a
UeciSURcal e[WeUQaliW\; iW deWeUPiQeV SURSeUWieV aQd UelaWiRQV iQ
iVRlaWiRQ. IW XQdeUgReV deWeUPiQaWiRQV; iW acceSWV WheP accRUdiQg WR
a giYeQ cXlWXUe, a giYeQ VRcieW\, ZiWh iWV claVV VWUXggleV aQd iWV VRcial
VWUXcWXUe aQd iWV RSSUeVViYe iQVWiWXWiRQV. IW VeekV XQVXcceVVfXll\ WR
ZRUk RXW a cRheUeQW (lRgical) diVcRXUVe RQ Whe XQiYeUVe.

DialecWical UeaVRQ cUiWici]eV XQdeUVWaQdiQg aQd diVSelV iWV
deWeUPiQaQWV bXW RQl\ VR aV beWWeU WR gUaVS Whe XQiW\ behiQd iWV
cRQWUadicWiRQV. IW XQdeUVWaQdV caWegRUieV iQ WheiU Ueal hiVWRUical
deYelRSPeQW aQd WheiU cRQQecWiRQV. IW iV deɹQed b\ Whe criWical
moYemenW Rf WheVe caWegRUieV. IW is Whe fXncWion of Whe XniYersal aQd Rf
Whe WoWaliW\ RSeUaWiQg WhURXgh QegaWiRQ, aQd WhURXgh cRQWUadicWiRQV,
WhaW aUe kQRZQ aQd dRPiQaWed. IW UelaWiYi]eV caWegRUieV iQ RUdeU WR
gUaVS Whe XQiYeUVal ZiWhiQ WheP PRUe VXUel\. AW Whe VaPe WiPe,
ZheUeaV XQdeUVWaQdiQg alZa\V hRSeV WR clRVe aQd cRQclXde iWV
diVcRXUVe RQ Whe XQiYeUVe, dialecWical UeaVRQ kQRZV WhaW iWs ZRUk caQ
QeYeU be cRPSleWed.

The noWion of alienaWion ma\ be grasped on Whe leYel of XndersWanding.
AQd WhaW iV Whe leYel RQ Zhich Ze all UeceiYe iW aQd gUaVS iW iQiWiall\,
WheQ WU\ WR cRQceSWXali]e aQd aSSl\ iW. BXW Whe SURbleP iV WR PRYe WR
Whe higheVW leYel Rf dialecWical UeaVRQ: WR WhiQk Whe QRWiRQ
dialecWicall\, iQ a XQiYeUVal aQd cRQcUeWe Za\, iQ RWheU ZRUdV b\
deWeUPiQiQg iW iQ all Whe bUeadWh Rf iWV XQiYeUValiW\ aQd b\ gUaVSiQg
iW iQ Whe PiQXWiae Rf eYeU\da\ life.

MRUeRYeU, Whe eʃRUW Rf Whe ShilRVRSheU dReV QRW aQd caQQRW VWa\
RQ aQ iVRlaWed ShilRVRShical leYel, iQ a VeSaUaWe cRQVciRXVQeVV,
VSheUe RU diPeQViRQ; Whe VRXUce Rf hiV WheRUieV iV VRcial SUacWice, aQd
he PXVW diUecW WheP back WRZaUdV life, be iW WhURXgh hiV WeachiQg RU
b\ RWheU PeaQV (SReWU\? liWeUaWXUe?). DialecWical WhRXghW caQ aQd
PXVW WUaQVfRUP iWVelf iQWR dialecWical cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf life, iQ life:
XQiW\ Rf Whe PediaWe aQd Whe iPPediaWe, Rf Whe abVWUacW aQd Whe



cRQcUeWe, Rf cXlWXUe aQd QaWXUal VSRQWaQeiW\. IQ WhiV Za\ iW Zill SaVV
fURP ideRlRg\ aQd VSeciɹc kQRZledge iQWR cXlWXUe, laQgXage,
SeUhaSV iQWR diUecW SeUceSWiRQ Rf Whe ZRUld ² iQ aQ\ eYeQW, iQWR
eYeU\da\ life!

CRQclXViRQ: Whe WheRU\ Rf alieQaWiRQ aQd Rf Whe ¶WRWal PaQ· UePaiQ
Whe dUiYiQg fRUce behiQd Whe cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life. The\ allRZ XV
WR UeSUeVeQW VRcial deYelRSPeQW aV a ZhRle aQd WR deWeUPiQe Whe
diUecWiRQ iQ Zhich iW iV gRiQg. The\ alVR allRZ XV WR aQal\Ve WhiV
becRPiQg, bRUiQg dRZQ ZiWhiQ iW fRU VaPSleV, SeQeWUaWiQg iWV deWailV
aQd liQkiQg iW ZiWh Whe RYeUall V\VWeP. TheVe QRWiRQV PXVW be
haQdled ZiWh e[WUePe caXWiRQ, hRZeYeU. We caQQRW giYe WheP aQ
RQWRlRgical PeaQiQg like Whe cRQceSWV iQ XVe iQ WUadiWiRQal
ShilRVRSh\. TR XVe WheP iQcRQVideUaWel\ ² VSecXlaWiYel\ ² iV
e[WUePel\ ha]aUdRXV; fRU e[aPSle aQ idea (Zhich e[SUeVVeV all Whe
SaUWV Rf Whe SURceVV aQd iWV liPiW WR iQɹQiW\) caQ becRPe aQ image of
Whe fXWXre RU, eYeQ ZRUVe, aQ alUead\ accRPSliVhed realiW\. TheUe iV a
SeUfXQcWRU\ kiQd Rf MaU[iVP Zhich belieYeV iWVelf caSable Rf VeeiQg
iQWR Whe fXWXUe RU Rf aVVeUWiQg WhaW Whe SUeVeQW ² a giYeQ iQdiYidXal
PaQ iQ SaUWicXlaU cRQdiWiRQV, VXch aV VRcialiVW VRcieW\ RU PiliWaQW
acWiRQ ² UeSUeVeQWV Whe fXWXUe.

AQd \eW QRQ-MaU[iVW ShilRVRSheUV, SV\chRlRgiVWV aQd VRciRlRgiVWV
caUU\ RXW e[acWl\ Whe VaPe RSeUaWiRQ, eYeQ WhRXgh Whe\ dR VR ²
aSSaUeQWl\ ² iQ a PRUe abVWUacW Za\. The\ declaUe WhaW PaQ, RU Whe
hXPaQ, RU Whe VRcial, RU Whe hiVWRUical, Pake XS a ZhRle. AW Whe
VaPe WiPe Whe\ declaUe WhaW WhiV WRWaliW\ iV alUead\ ZiWh XV, SUeVeQW,
deVcUibable aQd fXll\ gUaVSable. The\ XVe Whe caWegRU\ Rf WoWaliW\, a
ShilRVRShical caWegRU\, iQ a QRQ-cUiWical PaQQeU. The\ XVe iW QRQ-
dialecWicall\, iQ a Za\ WhaW iV bRWh lRgical aQd VSecXlaWiYe. ThXV
iQYeVWigaWiRQV Zhich RXghW WR be SXUVXed cRheUeQWl\ XViQg Whe
caWegRU\ dialecWicall\ eQd XS aW Vi[eV aQd VeYeQV, SXlliQg iQ diʃeUeQW
diUecWiRQV, UeSUeVeQWiQg WhePVelYeV aV RSSRViQg V\VWePV. SRPeWiPeV
PaQ aQd Whe hXPaQ aSSeaU WR be ZaQdeUiQg aiPleVVl\ aQd eQdleVVl\
WhURXgh hiVWRU\; hiVWRU\ aQd eYeU\da\ life aSSeaU cRPSle[, bXW
aPbigXRXV, aW Whe PeUc\ Rf Uadical cRQWiQgeQc\ aQd SXUe UelaWiYiVP;
Whe cRQcUeWe face Rf fUeedRP iV UedXced WR Whe PiQXVcXle diPeQViRQV
Rf iQdiYidXal chRice, aQd diVaSSeaUV aV faU aV Whe PeaQiQg Rf hiVWRU\



iV cRQceUQed. AW RWheU WiPeV hiVWRU\ iV giYeQ a gRal aQd SeUVRQaliW\ a
PeaQiQg accRUdiQg WR a WUadiWiRQal WheRlRg\: GRd aQd UeligiRQ aUe
Whe fRXQdaWiRQ Rf WRWaliW\, Rf WRWal life. AQd aW RWheU WiPeV agaiQ Whe
h\SRWheViV WhaW WRWaliW\ iV eʃecWiYel\ SUeVeQW iV XVed WR ceUWif\ iWV
abVeQce; aQd VR iW becRPeV a TXeVWiRQ Rf ¶deWRWali]ed WRWaliW\·,
VRPeWhiQg Zhich ePShaVi]eV VSliWWiQg aQd bUeakiQg, VeSaUaWiRQ aQd
Whe WUagic, aV a Za\ Rf cRQVecUaWiQg WheP.91

ThXV, ZheQ WakeQ in isolaWion, iQ RWheU ZRUdV VSecXlaWiYel\,
RXWVide Rf pra[is, Whe WheRUieV Rf alieQaWiRQ aQd WRWaliW\ becRPe
WUaQVfRUPed iQWR V\VWePV Zhich aUe YeU\ UePRWe fURP MaU[iVP ²
iQWR QeR-HegeliaQiVP. The RSeUaWiRQ Zhich cRQViVWV Rf leaYiQg VRcial
SUacWice aQd iWV aQal\ViV iQ RUdeU WR eQgage iQ VSecXlaWiRQ, RQl\ WR
cRPe back WR UealiW\ aUPed ZiWh a SVeXdR-cRQceSW, leadV WR a
YaUieW\ Rf cRQWUadicWRU\ UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV; WheiU e[WeUQaliW\ cUeaWeV aQ
illXViRQ, aQd PakeV XV belieYe iQ Whe UichQeVV Rf ShilRVRSh\,
ZheUeaV ZhaW Ze haYe befRUe XV iV Whe iPage Rf iWV iQcRheUeQce, iWV
SRZeUleVVQeVV, iWV SRYeUW\.

AQRWheU aVSecW Rf Whe TXeVWiRQ. TakeQ iQ iVRlaWiRQ, QRQ-
dialecWicall\, Whe cRQceSW Rf alieQaWiRQ iV RSeQ WR VWUicWl\ iQdiYidXal
PaQiSXlaWiRQ. AQ\RQe aW all caQ Wake iW RYeU aQd declaUe WhaW VXch-
aQd-VXch aQ acWiYiW\ alieQaWeV aQd e[WeUQali]eV hiP, aQd WXUQV hiP
iQWR a WhiQg ² ZRUk, fRU e[aPSle, RU a SURfeVViRQ, RU lRYe, PaUUiage,
childUeQ. TheUe Pa\ be aQ elePeQW Rf WUXWh iQ WhiV, bXW Whe SeUVRQ
cRQceUQed Zill XVe WhiV SaUWial WUXWh WR cRQVWUXcW VXSeUɻXiWieV,
e[aggeUaWiRQV, diVWXUbiQg iQWeUSUeWaWiRQV. FURP WhiV falVe SRiQW Rf
YieZ, iW iV QR lRQgeU cRQVciRXVQeVV Zhich iV alieQaWed, iW iV
cRQVciRXVQeVV Zhich dReV Whe alieQaWiQg; aQd Whe ɹUVW VchRRlbR\
ZhR cRPeV alRQg Zill be able WR Va\ WhaW Whe Za\ he iV WaXghW aW
VchRRl (eVSeciall\ if he Ueall\ iV beiQg badl\ WaXghW) aQd Whe ZRUk he
haV WR dR WheUe aUe WXUQiQg hiP iQWR a WhiQg. IQ Whe VaPe Za\, iW Zill
QR lRQgeU be a SaUWicXlaU W\Se Rf ZRUk Zhich iV alieQaWiQg, RU VRcial
labRXU Zhich iV alieQaWed, bXW ZRUk iQ geQeUal Zhich Zill aSSeaU
alieQaWiQg. AQd Whe WheRU\ Rf eYeU\da\ life, WRgeWheU ZiWh iWV
cUiWiTXe, Zill be PeWaPRUShRVed iQWR a ShilRVRSh\ Rf idleQeVV.

ThXV WhiV diɽcXlW aQd UigRURXV WheRU\ caQ becRPe a SUiQciSle Rf
facileQeVV; Whe iPSlePeQW fRU a SRViWiYe cUiWiTXe becRPeV Whe



iPSlePeQW fRU h\SeUcUiWiciVP, fRU eQWiUel\ QegaWiYe SVeXdR-cUiWiciVP.
WhaW fRUP Rf life, ZhaW SaUWial cRQWeQW iV WheUe, Zhich cRXld QRW be
WakeQ aV beiQg WRWall\ alieQaWiQg? NRW RQl\ UeligiRQ, bXW lRYe WRR;
eYeU\ fRUP Rf aUW, QRW ViPSl\ SXUel\ abVWUacW aUW, RU aUW fRU aUW·V Vake;
QRW RQl\ SWaWe RSSUeVViRQ, bXW aQ\ diVciSliQe ZiWhiQ VRcieW\; QRW RQl\
Whe priYaWe PaQ, bXW Whe ciWi]eQ; QRW RQl\ Whe V\VWePaWic diVRUdeUiQg
Rf Whe VeQVeV,92 bXW kQRZledge iWVelf. ThXV all Velf-Ueali]aWiRQ ²
Zhich caQ RQl\ be SaUWial, aQd PXVW WheUefRUe iQYRlYe alieQaWiRQ aW a
PRUe-RU-leVV deeS leYel ² aSSeaUV WR be, aQd becRPeV, WRWal
alieQaWiRQ. ThXV iQ UeceQW \eaUV Whe WheRU\ Rf alieQaWiRQ haV becRPe
Zidel\ aYailable iQ a fRUP Zhich iV bRWh VSecXlaWiYe aQd aUbiWUaU\;
WhiV iV abRYe all becaXVe iQ WhiV gXiVe iW SeUPiWV Whe ¶fUee· aQd ePSW\
aɽUPaWiRQ Rf Whe Velf ² iQ RWheU ZRUdV a UeWXUQ WR Whe bRXUgeRiV
iQdiYidXal, aV Zell aV WR SeVViPiVP, WR iQdiYidXaliVP. BXW deVSiWe
aSSeaUaQceV, Ze aUe VWill ZiWhiQ Whe SaUaPeWeUV Rf QeR-HegeliaQiVP.
I Va\ ¶deVSiWe aSSeaUaQceV· becaXVe WhiV iQWeUSUeWaWiRQ dReV cRQɻicW
ZiWh Whe SRliWical aQd VWaWe-cRQWURlled claiP WhaW RQl\ b\ SRliWical
acWiRQ aQd acWiYiW\ RQ Whe leYel Rf Whe SWaWe caQ alieQaWiRQ be
aYRided, Whe hXPaQ Ueali]ed aQd Whe iQdiYidXal hXPaQi]ed. The facW
iV WhaW Whe WZR iQWeUSUeWaWiRQV (iQdiYidXaliVW RU SRliWical, aQaUchiVWic
RU VWaWe-ceQWUed) aUe iQWeUdeSeQdeQW; Whe RQe UelieV RQ Whe RWheU, Whe
RQe jXVWiɹeV Whe RWheU, aQd QeiWheU gReV be\RQd Whe HegeliaQ
fUaPeZRUk.

ThXV Rf QeceVViW\ WheRU\ aQd cRQceSWV (VXch aV alieQaWiRQ, WRWaliW\,
Whe WRWal PaQ) becRPe PeeWiQg SRiQWV aQd aUeaV Rf diVcXVViRQ fRU
diYeUgeQW dRcWUiQeV; aQd aQ e[cXVe fRU SRlePicV. OQ Whe WheRUeWical
aQd ideRlRgical leYel iW iV a ViWXaWiRQ Zhich callV fRU e[WUa YigilaQce.
We haYe Ueached Whe cRUe Rf Whe SURblePV Rf RXU eUa: Whe cRUe Rf all
RXU SURblePV.

The daQgeU iV WhaW Ze Pa\ XVe ShilRVRShical cRQceSWV aQd
caWegRUieV VSecXlaWiYel\. BXW hRZ caQ Ze deWeUPiQe hRZ WR XVe
WheP legiWiPaWel\?

MaU[ giYeV XV Whe e[aPSle aQd Whe PRdel. IQ hiV ZUiWiQgV Whe
WheRU\ aQd Whe cRQceSW Rf alieQaWiRQ aUe iQWegUaWed iQWR Whe
deYelRSPeQW Rf hiV WhRXghW Zhile UeWaiQiQg WheiU ShilRVRShical
PeaQiQg. The\ becRPe WUaQVfRUPed. ThRXgh QR lRQgeU diVceUQible



as sXch iQ ecRQRPic VcieQce, Whe\ QeYeUWheleVV cRQVWiWXWe iWV baViV
aQd iWV ShilRVRShical PeaQiQg. The WheRU\ Rf alieQaWiRQ becRPeV
WUaQVfRUPed iQWR Whe WheRU\ Rf feWiVhiVP (feWiVhiVP Rf cRPPRdiWieV,
PRQe\, caSiWal). SRcial UelaWiRQV aUe eQclRVed aQd cRQcealed ZiWhiQ
WheVe ecRQRPic RbjecWV, Zhich aUe alVR RbjecWV Rf SRliWical ecRQRP\.
TakiQg RQ Whe aSSeaUaQce Rf WhiQgV, Whe SURdXcWV Rf VRcial acWiYiW\ iQ
eʃecW becRPe WhiQgV iQYeVWed ZiWh SRZeU RYeU PeQ.

IQ P\ RSiQiRQ, iQ hiV eaUl\ ZUiWiQgV, SaUWicXlaUl\ iQ Whe Economic
and Philosophical ManXscripWs of 1844, MaU[ had QRW \eW fXll\
deYelRSed hiV WhRXghW. IW iV WheUe, hRZeYeU, geUPiQaWiQg, gURZiQg,
becRPiQg. CeUWaiQl\, Whe iQWeUSUeWaWiRQ Rf WheVe We[WV iV SURblePaWic,
bXW Whe SURblePV Qeed WR be SURSeUl\ fRUPXlaWed. M\ YieZ iV WhaW
hiVWRUical aQd dialecWical PaWeUialiVP deYeloped. IW did QRW cRPe iQWR
beiQg abUXSWl\, ZiWh aQ abVRlXWe diVcRQWiQXiW\, afWeU a bUeak, aW [
PRPeQW, iQ Whe ZRUkV Rf MaU[ (aQd iQ Whe hiVWRU\ Rf hXPaQiW\), aQd
WR WhiQk WhaW iW did SURdXceV falVe SURblePV. TR begiQ ZiWh, MaU[iVP
iV Pade WR aSSeaU like a V\VWeP, a dogma.

ThiV iV QRW WR challeQge Whe QeZQeVV Rf MaU[iVP. OQ Whe cRQWUaU\,
iW UeSUeVeQWV iW iQ a PRUe SURfRXQd PaQQeU. AQ\ Uadical QeZQeVV
PXVW be bRUQ, PXVW gURZ aQd Wake VhaSe, SUeciVel\ becaXVe iW iV a
QeZ UealiW\. A bUXWal bUeak iV highl\ XQlikel\ WR SURdXce VRPeWhiQg
ZiWh geQXiQe life; UaWheU iW cUeaWeV a SXUe, abVWUacW idea, RU a
dRgPaWic decUee. The WheViV Zhich SXWV a daWe RQ MaU[iVP, RU WUieV
WR, VeUiRXVl\ UXQV Whe UiVk Rf deViccaWiQg iW, aQd Rf iQWeUSUeWiQg iW iQ a
RQe-Vided Za\. WhaW iV PRUe, hRZ caQ MaU[iVP be eQYiVaged
RXWVide Rf iWV RZQ caWegRUieV ² becRPiQg, deYelRSPeQW? ThiV ZRXld
be WR eQclRVe iW iQ a cRQWUadicWiRQ; RU ZRUVe: WR UeSUeVeQW iW aV
e[WeUQal WR Whe UealiW\ fRU Zhich iW SURYideV Whe ke\; WR aSSl\ iW fURP
RXWVide, dRgPaWicall\.

TheVe SURblePV haYe WheiU ShilRVRShical Vide; Whe\ iQYRlYe
e[egeViV, VchRlaUl\ aSSaUaWXV, bXW Whe\ alVR cRQWUibXWe WR liYiQg
UeVeaUch. IW caQQRW be ViPSl\ a PaWWeU Rf cRQfURQWiQg We[W ZiWh We[W;
Whe We[WV PXVW alVR be cRQfURQWed ZiWh liYiQg UealiW\. TheUefRUe WheUe
iV geQeUall\ QR Uead\-Pade VRlXWiRQ WR Whe SURblePV SUeVeQWed; RU
elVe Whe SURbleP SUeVeQWed iV QRW Whe Ueal RQe, bXW a SUefabUicaWed,
dRgPaWic VchePaWi]aWiRQ. The PiVWake, Whe falVe RSWiRQ Zhich PXVW



be aYRided, iV WR oYeresWimaWe RU elVe WR XnderesWimaWe MaU[·V eaUl\
ZUiWiQgV. The\ alUead\ cRQWaiQ MaU[iVP, bXW aV a SRWeQWial, aQd
ceUWaiQl\ QRW all MaU[iVP (a WeUP Zhich iQ aQ\ caVe haV QR cleaUl\
deɹQed PeaQiQg). IW iV falVe (aQd aQWi-dialecWical, aQd aQWi-MaU[iVW)
WR cRQVideU WhaW MaU[·V WhRXghW ZaV bRUQ like MiQeUYa VSUiQgiQg
fRUWh fURP Whe head Rf JXSiWeU; aQd iW iV abVXUd WR cRQVideU WhaW
MaU[iVP begiQV ZiWh Whe ManifesWo RU CapiWal. The eaUl\ ZUiWiQgV
cRQWaiQ gUeaW UicheV, bXW UicheV VWill cRQfXVed, UicheV half PiQed aQd
VcaUcel\ e[SlRiWed. ThaW MaU[ VhRXld VXbVeTXeQWl\ abaQdRQ RU
WUaQVfRUP VXch ShilRVRShical cRQceSWV aV alieQaWiRQ dReV QRW SURYe
WheP WR be PeaQiQgleVV, QRU dReV Whe adYeQW Rf SRliWical ecRQRP\
PeaQ WhaW Whe URle Rf ShilRVRSh\ iV aW aQ eQd. We Pa\ Wake WheP XS
agaiQ aQd XVe WheP ² aV MaU[ did ² WR cUiWici]e WheiU VRcial RUigiQV
aQd VSecXlaWiYe iQWeUSUeWaWiRQV Rf WheP. WhaW iV PRUe, MaU[ VhRZV
XV Whe daQgeUV Rf XViQg WheP PeWaSh\Vicall\. He iQWegUaWeV WheP
ZiWhiQ a VSeciɹc VcieQce, SRliWical ecRQRP\. ThXV Whe SURbleP iV aV
fRllRZV: WheUe iV PRUe WR CapiWal WhaQ SRliWical ecRQRP\. IW cRQWaiQV
hiVWRU\; iW cRQWaiQV deeS iQVighWV iQWR sociolog\ (QRWabl\ Whe
fXQdaPeQWal cRQceSW Rf ¶VRciR-ecRQRPic fRUPaWiRQ·). AUe Ze Ueall\
beWUa\iQg MaU[·V ZRUk if Ze iQWegUaWe Whe cRQceSW Rf alieQaWiRQ iQWR
a VRciRlRg\ Zhich haV beeQ e[SliciWl\ cRQVWiWXWed aV a VcieQce?

CeUWaiQl\, iW iV QRW cleaU ZhaW XVe Whe cRQceSW Rf alieQaWiRQ caQ
haYe fRU Whe hiVWRUiaQ. BXW iQ facW WhaW SURYeV QRWhiQg; Pa\be
hiVWRUiaQV Zill haYe VRPeWhiQg WR Va\ abRXW WhiV, aQd Whe\ aUe
SeUfecWl\ eQWiWled WR dR VR. The VaPe TXeVWiRQ gReV fRU SV\chRlRgiVWV
aQd SV\chiaWUiVWV. BXW if Ze caQ fRUP a cleaU idea Rf Whe XVe Whe
sociologisW Pa\ Pake Rf Whe cRQceSW, WheQ Ze caQ legiWimaWel\
cRQclXde WhaW VXch a XVe fRllRZV Whe fXQdaPeQWal WeQdeQcieV Rf
MaU[iVW WhRXghW.

LeW XV Pake aQ eYeQ PRUe geQeUal SRiQW. The cRQWeQW Rf cRQcUeWe
life haV SURdXced fRUPV Zhich cRQɻicW ZiWh iW, VPRWheU iW, aQd
Zhich cRQVeTXeQWl\ cRllaSVe fURP WhiV Velf-iQɻicWed lack Rf
VXbVWaQce aQd URRWV. The VeSaUaWiRQ Rf fRUP aQd cRQWeQW dReV QRW
daWe fURP WRda\ RU \eVWeUda\; iW WXUQV XS iQ PRVW ideRlRgical
P\VWiɹcaWiRQV. AQd iW SURdXceV aQ eUURU Zhich dialecWical WhRXghW
PXVW caUefXll\ aYRid. The daQgeU iQ VeSaUaWiQg fRUP aQd cRQWeQW iV



WhaW WheiU XQiW\ Zill be fRUgRWWeQ. TheUe iV QR fRUP ZiWhRXW cRQWeQW,
QR cRQWeQW ZiWhRXW fRUP. IW iV iPSRVVible WR gUaVS a cRQWeQW as sXch
ZiWhRXW giYiQg iW a fRUP, RU ZiWhRXW XViQg aQ e[iVWiQg fRUP aV a
VWaUWiQg SRiQW iQ RUdeU WR cRPe WR gUiSV aQal\Wicall\ ZiWh iWV cRQWeQW.
AQ\ VeSaUaWiRQ Rf fRUP aQd cRQWeQW iQYRlYeV a ceUWaiQ aPRXQW Rf
illXViRQ aQd VXSeUɹcialiW\; fRU fRUP iW PeaQV QRW aQ abVeQce RU
fRUPal SXUiW\, bXW UaWheU a lRVV Rf cRQWeQW. CRQYeUVel\, WR deWeUPiQe
cRQWeQW iQ WeUPV Rf iWVelf iV aQ iQdicaWiRQ Rf dRgPaWiVP, aQd PRUe
RfWeQ WhaQ QRW a cRQɹdeQce WUick. ThiV haYiQg beeQ Vaid, QRZada\V
(QeedleVV WR Va\, iQ Whe VSeecheV aQd ZUiWiQgV Rf ¶WhiQkeUV· aQd
aXWhRUV) fRUPV dR aSSeaU aV SXUiɹed aQd SXUel\ fRUPal, aV VWUiYiQg
WR becRPe Velf-VXɽcieQW, WR VXSSlaQW cRQWeQW, WR Wake iWV Slace;
Zhich, beiQg WUaQVlaWed, PeaQV Whe deVWUXcWiRQ Rf cRQWeQW. ThiV
acWiYe fRUPali]aWiRQ becRPeV aQ aWWack RQ fRUP iWVelf, Zhich iV
deVWUR\ed b\ iWV cRQVeTXeQW ePSWiQeVV; XQleVV, Rf cRXUVe, iW caQ VWill
be XVed WR SUeVeQW a ¶cRQWeQW· RXWVide Rf iWVelf, Zhich haV QR UelaWiRQ
WR Whe fRUP, bXW Zhich QeedV a deceSWiYe laQgXage iQ RUdeU WR
aSSeaU aV a ɹgXUe.

LeW XV Pake a (SURYiViRQal, iQcRPSleWe) liVW Rf WheVe cRQɻicWV:

(a) raWionalism YersXs reason (fRUPal UaWiRQaliVP, bRXUgeRiV
iQWellecWXaliVP, QeYeU gRiQg be\RQd Whe leYel Rf XQdeUVWaQdiQg ²
YeUVXV liYiQg, cRQcUeWe, dialecWical UeaVRQ);

(b) naWionalism (Whe Rld, ¶claVVic·, UighW-ZiQg YaUieW\) YersXs naWions
and YersXs iWs oZn naWion aV a liYiQg WhiQg, RQ Whe PaUch WRZaUdV
dePRcUac\ aQd VRcialiVP;

(c) indiYidXalism (Whe iQdiYidXaliVP Rf Whe bRXUgeRiV iQdiYidXal
iVRlaWed aQd iVRlaWiQg hiPVelf iQ hiV priYaWe cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd hiV
RZQ alRRfQeVV) YersXs Whe indiYidXal, Whe Ueal iQdiYidXal, acWiYe, aliYe,
VRlYiQg SURblePV, VWaUWiQg ZiWh hiV RZQ;

(d) objecWiYism (Whe kiQd Zhich WhiQkV ¶QeXWUall\· aQd ¶iPSaUWiall\·,
Zhich eQdleVVl\ ZeighV Whe SURV aQd Whe cRQV RU jXPSV fURP RQe
SRiQW Rf YieZ WR aQRWheU, Zhich WakeV facWV iQ iVRlaWiRQ aQd
iQfRUPaWiRQ RXW Rf cRQWe[W) YersXs WhoroXgh objecWiYiW\, ZheUe WhRXghW



iV allied ZiWh SUacWice WR gUaVS eYeU\ aVSecW Rf a cRQWUadicWRU\
UealiW\, iWV cRPSle[ becRPiQg, iWV hiddeQ WeQdeQcieV «;

(e) aesWheWicism of pXre form (WechQicaliW\ iQ aUW, Whe SXUVXiW Rf SXUe
VW\le aQd SXUe SlaVWiciW\), cRPSleWel\ deWached abVWUacWiRQ RU
fRUPaliVP, YersXs form;

eWc.

ThiV liVW Rf ¶iVPV· cRXld gR RQ aQd RQ. We haYe giYeQ eQRXgh
e[aPSleV WR dePRQVWUaWe Whe geQeUal SUeVeQW WeQdeQc\ Rf WhRXghW,
ideRlRg\ aQd cXlWXUe iQ bRXUgeRiV VRcieW\; a WeQdeQc\ Zhich iV
cRQcealed b\ Whe WechQical aQd WechQRcUaWic aiUV adRSWed b\ PRVW
acWiYiWieV iQ a VSeciɹc aUea ² aQd alVR b\ Whe e[iVWeQce Rf cRQɻicWiQg
aVSiUaWiRQV, SURcedXUeV aQd eʃRUWV WR UediVcRYeU RU cUeaWe a cRQWeQW.

SXUel\ WhiV geQeUal fRUPaliVP PeaQV WhaW hXPaQ acWiYiWieV aQd
caSabiliWieV aUe beiQg alieQaWed iQ a PXlWiSliciW\ Rf Za\V,
heWeURgeQeRXV aQd \eW dUeaUil\ PRQRWRQRXV, WhaW Zhile VhaSeV
e[WeUQal RQe WR Whe RWheU aQd e[WeUQal WR liYiQg PaQ aUe beiQg
SURjecWed, hXPaQ acWiYiWieV aQd caSabiliWieV aUe beiQg VSliW aSaUW. IW
iV a geQeUal alieQaWiRQ, cRPiQg WR Whe VXUface iQ Whe RYeUall VWUXcWXUe
Rf VRcieW\ aQd bURXghW fRUWh b\ Whe PRYePeQW Rf WhaW VWUXcWXUe, bXW
cRQVWaQWl\ WXUQiQg back WRZaUdV aQd iQWR da\-WR-da\ liYiQg. MighW
WhiV QRW giYe XV a SRWeQWiall\ YiWal gXide WR Whe cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\
life?

We begaQ b\ VhRZiQg Whe daQgeU Rf XViQg Whe QRWiRQ Rf alienaWion
iQ aQ abVWUacW (iVRlaWed, VSecXlaWiYe) Za\. The ShilRVRSheU haV QR
UighW WR elabRUaWe WhiV QRWiRQ iQ iWVelf, WR e[aPiQe iW RXWVide acWXal
alieQaWed RU alieQaWiQg ViWXaWiRQV. He haV QR UighW WR iVRlaWe Whe
dRPaiQ Rf ShilRVRSh\. OQce he haV eVWabliVhed Whe QRWiRQ aQd iWV
XQiYeUVal VigQiɹcaQce, he PXVW PRYe RYeU iQWR RWheU Zell-deɹQed
aUeaV ² SRliWical ecRQRP\, VRciRlRg\ ² aQd abRYe all he PXVW
cRQfURQW Whe QRWiRQ ZiWh cRQcUeWe ViWXaWiRQV iQ eYeU\da\ life. HeUe,
hRZeYeU, baViQg RXUVelYeV XSRQ SUacWice, aQd RQ Whe Ueal ²
cRQWePSRUaU\ ² ViWXaWiRQ, Ze Pa\ UediVcRYeU geQeUaliWieV ² aQd WhXV
halW Whe decliQe Rf kQRZledge iQWR Whe PeUe RbVeUYaWiRQ Rf facWV,
iQWR PeUe ePSiUiciVP RU PeUe SUagPaWiVP.



ThiV WheRUeWical deYelRSPeQW dReV QRW giYe XV Whe UighW WR
SRVWXlaWe ² b\ deciViRQ RU ¶RSWiRQ· ² RQe acWiYiW\ aV eVVeQWiall\
hXPaQ aQd aQRWheU (Zhich Ze ɹQd XQSleaVaQW RU bRUiQg) aV
dehXPaQi]ed, alieQaWed RU alieQaWiQg. The cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life
dReV QRW Pake life·V SURblePV aQ\ ViPSleU. IW UeTXiUeV aQd
deWeUPiQeV a cUiWical aQd Velf-cUiWical cRQVciRXVQeVV Zhich iV higheU
WhaQ Whe cRQVciRXVQeVV e[eUWed ZheQ Ze Pake Whe RccaViRQal
XQcRPSlicaWed chRice. AQ\RQe ZhR ZiVheV WR fRXQd aQ eWhic ² aQd
hiV SeUVRQal eWhic ² RQ Whe QRWiRQ Rf alieQaWiRQ QeedV WR haYe a
SUeciVe aQd aQal\Wic WRRl aQd a cRQVciRXVQeVV WhaW haV beeQ ɹQel\
hRQed b\ Whe dialecWic aW hiV diVSRVal. OQl\ WheQ Zill he be able WR
ɹQd hiV Za\ WhURXgh Whe lab\UiQWh Zhich iV all VRcial life aQd
WhURXgh Whe jXQgle Zhich iV bRXUgeRiV VRcieW\; RQl\ WheQ Zill he
diVWiQgXiVh beWZeeQ ZhaW iV ¶life-eQhaQciQg· aQd ZhaW iV RbVcXUaQWiVW
aQd VWaWic iQ hiV life. ThXV eYeU\RQe Pa\ SeUhaSV be able WighWl\ WR
ePbUace Wheir oZn liYeV, aQd WR lRYe WheP, ZiWhRXW eYadiQg aQ\ WaVk,
fUXiWfXl cRQɻicW, RU XVefXl UiVk.

IQ VhRUW, Ze haYe UeWXUQed WR Whe leYel Rf ShilRVRSh\, a
ShilRVRSh\ WeVWed b\ life. IW iV aV PXch a TXeVWiRQ Rf eWhicV aV iW iV Rf
VRciRlRg\. BXW befRUe Ze caQ bURach Whe eWhical SURblePV Ze Zill
Qeed WR SXW RXU cRQceSWV WR Whe WeVW, WR YeUif\ WheP aQd deYelRS
WheP PRUe WhRURXghl\, aQd QRW jXVW RQce.

VIII Philosophy and the Critique of Everyday Life

PhilRVRSh\ iV gRiQg WhURXgh a YeU\ diɽcXlW SeUiRd; aQd VR iV Whe
ShilRVRSheU. He dUaZV cRPfRUW fURP Whe WhRXghW WhaW he iV QRW Whe
RQl\ RQe. OQe ZRQdeUV: ¶IV iW gURZiQg SaiQV, aQ adRleVceQW cUiViV, RU
a WeUPiQal illQeVV?·, (¶RQe· beiQg ɹUVW aQd fRUePRVW Whe ShilRVRSheU).

OQe Rf Whe PRVW cXUiRXV V\PSWRPV Rf WhiV cUiViV iV ShilRVRSh\·V
iQcUeaViQg iPSRUWaQce. WhR iV WheUe ZhR dReV QRW lRQg WR haYe hiV
Va\ abRXW ¶iPSRUWaQW SURblePV·? SSecialiVWV fURP Whe YaUiRXV
VcieQceV, PeQ Rf acWiRQ, PeQ Rf VWaWe ² Whe\ all \eaUQ WR laXQch iQWR
YaVW UeɻecWiRQV, aQd b\ dRiQg VR WR jXVWif\ WhePVelYeV iQ gUaQdiRVe
WeUPV. ThiV iV aQ RXWSRXUiQg Rf ShilRVRSh\ iQ Zhich Whe ShilRVRSheU



hiPVelf diVaSSeaUV; aQd Whe PRUe RbVcXUe he becRPeV, Whe PRUe
diVWXUbiQg he iV (aVVXPiQg alZa\V he SeUVeYeUV iQ beiQg a
ShilRVRSheU). IW becRPeV eaVieU aQd eaVieU fRU hiP WR iQVSiUe feaU iQ
SeRSle. The SURPRWiRQ Rf ShilRVRSh\ WR Whe VWaWXV Rf aQ ideRlRg\ ²
Rf a ZeaSRQ iQ Whe gUeaW VWUXggleV beWZeeQ claVVeV, QaWiRQV, SeRSleV
² iV QRW ZiWhRXW iWV dUaZbackV. IW iV VXbjecWed WR aSSalliQg SedagRgic
RU SRliWical ViPSliɹcaWiRQV. OYeU a SeUiRd Rf WZeQW\ RU WhiUW\ \eaUV
Ze haYe beeQ fRUced WR ZiWQeVV Whe VchePaWi]aWiRQ Rf Whe dialecWic:
Whe SWaliQiVW iQWeUSUeWaWiRQ haV UedXced WhiV VXbWle Za\ Rf WhRXghW
ɹUVW WR a URbXVW aQd SRSXlaU cRPPRQ VeQVe (aQd WhaW ZaV Whe
he\da\ Rf SWaliQiVW iQWeUSUeWaWiRQ, Whe eUa Rf Anarchism and
Socialism), WheQ WR Whe SeUPaQeQW VeYeQ-SRiQW SlaQ: fRXU SRiQWV fRU
Whe dialecWic, WhUee fRU PaWeUialiVP. WiWh Whe deɹQiWiRQ Rf PaWWeU,
aQd Rf cRQVciRXVQeVV aV a UeɻecWiRQ Rf iW, ShilRVRSh\ cRPeV WR aQ
eQd. EYeU\RQe WhiQkV he iV a ShilRVRSheU, aQd VeWV Rʃ cheeUfXll\ fRU
life·V fUa\ aUPed ZiWh WhiV SRVVibl\ XVefXl bXW VRPeZhaW lighW-ZeighW
eTXiSPeQW. The URle Rf ShilRVRSh\ iV RYeU. The geQeUal, ZRUld-Zide
cUiViV haV ceUWaiQl\ QRW VSaUed QRQ-MaU[iVW ShilRVRSh\ (WhaW ZaV Whe
VecWRU ZheUe iW begaQ); iW haV alVR aʃecWed MaU[iVW ShilRVRSh\. BXW
Whe V\PSWRPV aUe diʃeUeQW. OQ RQe Vide, Whe QRQ-MaU[iVW Vide, Whe
V\PSWRPV aUe RbVcXUiW\, jaUgRQ, WechQicaliW\, illXVRU\ SURfXQdiW\. OQ
Whe MaU[iVW Vide Whe\ aUe falVe claUiW\, SedagRg\ Zhich WakeV iWVelf aV
a PeaVXUe Rf WhRXghW, deViccaWed dRgPaWiVP aQd VkeleWal
VchePaWi]aWiRQ, SURSagaQdiVW e[SlRiWaWiRQ Rf ideRlRgical WhePeV.
PhilRVRSh\ iV iQ iWV deaWh WhUReV: iW iV beiQg killed Rʃ, RU SeUhaSV iW
iV Whe ShilRVRSheU ZhR iV cRPPiWWiQg VRPe VecRQd-UaWe haUa-kiUi.

IQ Whe SeUiRd Rf Whe laVW WZeQW\-ɹYe \eaUV, haYe Whe ShilRVRSheUV
iQ Whe SRYieW UQiRQ beeQ bliQd RU PeUel\ XQZilliQg WR Vee? HaYe
Whe\ beeQ iQ hidiQg? WhaW aQal\ViV Rf Whe Ueal, RU ZhaW elePeQWV fRU
aQ aQal\ViV Rf Whe Ueal, haYe Whe\ cRQWUibXWed? WhaW ZRUWhZhile
bRRkV haYe Whe\ SURdXced? CeUWaiQl\ QRW Whe glRVVaUieV, dicWiRQaUieV
RU eQc\clRSediaV, iQ Zhich Whe ¶fRUPXlaWiRQV· haYe chaQged RQl\
accRUdiQg WR Whe SRliWical ViWXaWiRQ. We caQQRW eYeQ Va\ WR WheiU
cUediW WhaW WheVe Rɽcial RU VePi-Rɽcial ShilRVRSheUV XVed Whe kiQd
Rf UXVeV b\ Zhich RWheU ShilRVRSheUV (LXkicV, fRU e[aPSle, bXW QRW
RQl\ hiP, ViQce Whe UeadeU Pa\ eQjR\ lRRkiQg fRU a feZ VXch UXVeV



heUe iQ WhiV bRRk!) PaQaged WR iQWURdXce a feZ QeZ ideaV iQWR Whe
geQeUal debaWe. TRda\, eYeQ Whe PRVW SUXdeQW, Whe PRVW Rɽcial
¶MaU[iVWV· adPiW WhaW a QeZ aQal\ViV Rf WhiV SeUiRd iV Qeeded. NRZ
Whe aUidiW\ Rf MaU[iVW ShilRVRSh\ ² aQd WhaW iQ Whe YeU\ cRXQWUieV
ZheUe iW VhRXld haYe gURZQ aQd deYelRSed ² caQQRW be VeSaUaWed
fURP Whe VXP WRWal Rf Whe eYeQWV WhaW haYe WakeQ Slace. IW iV aQ
aVSecW Rf Whe ViWXaWiRQ, aQd PXVW be aQal\Ved aQd VWXdied. MaU[iVWV
PXVW RSeQ WheiU e\eV aQd e[aPiQe Whe facW clRVel\: MaU[iVP haV
becRPe boring. IW haV beeQ a diVaSSRiQWPeQW; \RXQg SeRSle aUe
diVaSSRiQWed ZiWh iW becaXVe iW bRUeV WheP.

If Whe ShilRVRSheU caQ QR lRQgeU be acceSWed aV W\Sif\iQg PaQ, RU
aV Whe PediaWRU beWZeeQ heaYeQ aQd eaUWh ² beWZeeQ Whe UelaWiYe
aQd Whe abVRlXWe ² WheQ ZhaW URle haV he WR Sla\? If iQ Whe laVW
aQal\ViV iW iV Whe PaVVeV Zhich jXdge, if ShilRVRSh\ becRPeV
acceVVible aQd WXUQV iQWR a fRUce, if Whe SRliWical leadeU VSeakV
(legiWiPaWel\ ZheQ like LeQiQ he haV aWWaiQed aXWheQWic aQd
iQcRQWURYeUWible gUeaWQeVV) aV a ShilRVRSheU, ZhaW XVe caQ Whe
ShilRVRSheU haYe? AV a fXQeUal diUecWRU, a Sall-beaUeU fRU Whe SaVW, iQ
RWheU ZRUdV aV a hiVWRUiaQ fRU RXW-Rf-daWe ShilRVRSh\? AV a
VecRQdhaQd VchRlaU, fRllRZiQg SaiQfXll\ iQ Whe fRRWVWeSV Rf geQXiQe
VchRlaUV? AV a laWWeU-da\ eQc\clRSediVW? AV a YXlgaUi]eU, cRPSiliQg
glRVVaUieV aQd PaQXalV? NRQe Rf WhiV iV ZRUWh eYeQ aQ hRXU·V eʃRUW.
SR Whe ShilRVRSheU iV beVeW ZiWh Velf-dRXbWV. He leWV hiPVelf be
RXWclaVVed b\ liWeUaU\ hackV ZhRVe beVW-VelleUV bUiQg WheP faPe aQd
fRUWXQe. He giYeV iQ WR Whe WePSWaWiRQV Rf liWeUaWXUe RU SRliWicV, aQd
abaQdRQV ShilRVRSh\ ² \eV, ShilRVRSh\ WRR ² WR SlaWiWXde aQd
PediRcUiW\.

ThiV leadV XV WR Whe SRiQW ZheQ Ze Qeed WR aVk RXUVelYeV ZhaW Whe
¶cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life· PeaQV. TR cRQfURQW ShilRVRSheUV ZiWh life
² ViPSle life ² aQd iWV SURblePV, WR iPPeUVe WheP iQ WhiV hXPaQ UaZ
PaWeUial aQd WR aVk WheiU helS iQ PaVWeUiQg iW, iQ VcUaSiQg aZa\ Whe
cRaWiQg Rf PXd WR UeYeal Whe gePV ZiWhiQ, ZRXld WhaW be a
bUeakWhURXgh, a QeZ diUecWiRQ? HRZ VhRXld Ze ViWXaWe Whe cUiWiTXe
Rf eYeU\da\ life iQ UelaWiRQ WR claVVic ShilRVRSh\? IV WheUe URRP iQ
MaU[iVW ShilRVRSh\ fRU a cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life cRQVideUed aV a
ShilRVRShical diVciSliQe? AUe Ze dealiQg ZiWh a sociological



XQdeUWakiQg iQ Whe QaUURZ VeQVe Rf a VSeciali]ed diVciSliQe, RU Rf aQ
XQdeUWakiQg ZiWh a philosophical PeaQiQg aQd a VeW Rf cRQcUeWe
cRQWeQWV aQd VRcial RbjecWV WR VXSSRUW iW?

IW iV QRW eQRXgh ViPSl\ WR e[aPiQe Whe cRQceSW Rf alieQaWiRQ aQd
iWV acWXaliW\ (iQ Whe dialecWical PeaQiQg Rf Whe ZRUd). FRU heUe Ze aUe
WalkiQg abRXW ShilRVRSh\ aV aQ acWiYiW\, aQd Rf Whe ShilRVRSheU aV
VXch ² Rf hiV fXQcWiRQ, hiV ViWXaWiRQ ² UaWheU WhaQ abRXW ShilRVRSh\
aV a VeW Rf cRQceSWV aQd aV Whe deYelRSPeQW Rf WhRVe cRQceSWV.

AV aQ acWiYiW\, ShilRVRSh\ XVed WR be SUeciVel\ RQe Rf WhRVe
e[ceSWiRQal aQd VXSeUiRU acWiYiWieV WhURXgh Zhich PeQ ZhR cRXld
deYRWe WheiU liYeV WR leiVXUe93 cRXld VWeS RXWVide Rf eYeU\da\ life,
aQd Zhich iQYRlYed cUiWiciVP Rf eYeU\da\ life, iPSliciWl\ RU
e[SliciWl\. APRQg WheVe acWiYiWieV Ze caQ alVR iQclXde: dUeaPV, Whe
iPagiQaU\, aUW, Sla\, eWhicV, SRliWical life, eWc.

IQ WeUPV Rf WheVe acWiYiWieV, Whe ɹUVW deɹQiWiRQ Rf eYeU\da\ life iV a
negaWiYe RQe. If iQ RXU PiQdV (b\ a VRUW Rf abVWUacWiRQ) Ze UePRYe
Whe highl\ VSeciali]ed RccXSaWiRQV fURP PaQ aQd fURP Whe hXPaQ,
ZhaW iV lefW? AQ aSSaUeQWl\ YeU\ VcaQW\ UeVidXe. IQ UealiW\ WhiV VR-
called UeVidXe cRQWaiQV a ¶hXPaQ UaZ PaWeUial· Zhich hRldV hiddeQ
ZealWh, aV RXU VWXd\ VhRZV. The higheU acWiYiWieV deUiYe fURP iW, Whe\
aUe aW RQe aQd Whe VaPe WiPe iWV XlWiPaWe e[SUeVViRQ, iWV diUecW RU
iQdiUecW cUiWiTXe aQd iWV alieQaWed fRUP ² albeiW aQ alieQaWiRQ
ePbRd\iQg a PRUe-RU-leVV cRQVciRXV aQd VXcceVVfXl aWWePSW WR
achieYe ¶diValieQaWiRQ·.

WRXld Whe aiP Rf a cUiWiTXe be WR V\VWePaWi]e Whe YaUiRXV
SeUVSecWiYeV RʃeUed b\ WheVe higheU acWiYiWieV aQd b\ Whe iQdiUecW
cUiWiciVPV Whe\ iPSl\? OU cRQYeUVel\ WR e[clXde WheP V\VWePaWicall\
aQd WR VeSaUaWe Whe e[ceSWiRQal PRPeQWV fURP Whe eYeU\da\ b\ Za\
Rf aQ aSRlRg\ fRU Whe laWWeU? NeiWheU. The VecRQd Rf WheVe RbjecWiYeV
ZRXld abaQdRQ eYeU\da\ life WR YXlgaUiW\; iW ZRXld bUiQg back a VRUW
Rf SRSXliVP iQWR ShilRVRSh\; WhXV iW ZRXld gUaQW aUW, VcieQce, eWhicV
aQd ShilRVRSh\ Whe iQRUdiQaWe SUiYilege Rf cRQVWiWXWiQg VXSeUhXPaQ
² aQd WheUefRUe iQhXPaQ ² ¶ZRUldV·. IW iV WheUefRUe aQ iQWeUSUeWaWiRQ
Ze PXVW fRUPall\ UejecW. OQ Whe RWheU haQd Whe ɹUVW RbjecWiYe ZRXld
liPiW iWVelf WR cRQfURQWiQg ZhaW iV SRVVible ZiWh ZhaW ZaV beeQ
accRPSliVhed. IW ZRXld delYe iQWR SReWU\, RU Sla\, RU eWhicV, iQ



VeaUch Rf iPageV fURP be\RQd eYeU\da\ life Zhich cRXld be XVed iQ
eYideQce agaiQVW iW. IW ZRXld add liWWle WR ZRUkV Rf Whe SaVW, Zhich
caQ be lRRked XSRQ aV iQdiUecW cUiWiciVPV Rf eYeU\da\ life. SR QeiWheU
RbjecWiYe iV Yalid. AQd \eW Whe\ bRWh aUe. FRU Ze PXVW be caUefXl
QeiWheU WR abaQdRQ Whe (acTXiUed RU SRWeQWial) ZealWh Rf Whe cRQWeQW,
Rf Whe ¶hXPaQ UaZ PaWeUial·; QRU WR lRVe ZhaWeYeU ZaV achieYed iQ
Whe higheVW, PRVW iQWeQVe PRPeQWV. The SURbleP iV WheUefRUe WR
deɹQe Whe UeciSURcal UelaWiRQ Rf WheVe acWiYiWieV aQd UealiWieV: Whe
ViPSle PRPeQWV aQd Whe higheVW PRPeQWV Rf life.

SXSeUiRU, diʃeUeQWiaWed aQd highl\ VSeciali]ed acWiYiWieV haYe
QeYeU beeQ VeSaUaWe fURP eYeU\da\ SUacWice, Whe\ haYe RQl\
aSSeaUed WR be VR. TheiU cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf beiQg VeSaUaWe fURP iW ZaV
iQ iWVelf a liQk; Whe\ iPSlied aQ iQdiUecW RU iPSliciW cUiWiciVP Rf Whe
eYeU\da\ RQl\ iQaVPXch aV Whe\ UaiVed WhePVelYeV abRYe iW. ThXV
FUeQch eighWeeQWh-ceQWXU\ ShilRVRSh\, liWeUaWXUe, aUW, eWhicV aQd
SRliWicV cRUUeVSRQded WR Whe eYer\da\ life Rf Whe bRXUgeRiVie: Whe QeZ
SXUVXiW Rf haSSiQeVV, SleaVXUe, lX[XU\, SURɹW aQd SRZeU. IQ Whe VaPe
Za\ eighWeeQWh-ceQWXU\ UaWiRQaliVP cRUUeVSRQded WR Whe eYeU\da\
aWWiWXde e[SUeVVed iQ ¶cRPPRQSlace bRRkV·. AQd eYeU\ WiPe a
VcieQWiVW cRPeV XS ZiWh a fRUPXla RU a laZ, he iV Rf QeceVViW\
cRQdeQViQg a lRQg e[SeUieQce iQ Zhich Whe lRZlieVW aVViVWaQW aQd Whe
ViPSleVW WRRl haYe had WheiU SaUW WR Sla\.

AQd \eW WheVe aSSeaUaQceV (like all aSSeaUaQceV) cRQWaiQ a ceUWaiQ
UealiW\. SSeciali]ed acWiYiWieV (cRQVideUed as acWiYiWieV, ZiWh WheiU
¶SURdXcWV·, RU ZRUkV) geQXiQel\ did deYelRS RXWVide aQd abRYe Whe
eYeU\da\. OQl\ b\ cRQWURlliQg iW WhURXgh WhiV e[WeUQaliW\ ZeUe Whe\
able WR cRQdeQVe iW, WR cRQceQWUaWe iWV PeaQiQgV aQd achieYePeQWV.
TheUe iV a clichp Zhich ZiWh a ceUWaiQ degUee Rf jXVWiɹcaWiRQ
cRPSaUeV cUeaWiYe PRPeQWV WR Whe PRXQWaiQ WRSV aQd eYeU\da\ WiPe
WR Whe SlaiQ, RU WR Whe PaUVheV. The iPage Whe UeadeU Zill ɹQd iQ WhiV
bRRk diʃeUV fURP WhiV geQeUall\ acceSWed PeWaShRU. HeUe eYeU\da\
life iV cRPSaUed WR feUWile VRil. A laQdVcaSe ZiWhRXW ɻRZeUV RU
PagQiɹceQW ZRRdV Pa\ be deSUeVViQg fRU Whe SaVVeU-b\; bXW ɻRZeUV
aQd WUeeV VhRXld QRW Pake XV fRUgeW Whe eaUWh beQeaWh, Zhich haV a
VecUeW life aQd a UichQeVV Rf iWV RZQ.



The iQdiUecW cUiWiciVP Rf Whe eYeU\da\ iQ ZRUkV Rf Whe SaVW Zhich
ePeUged fURP WhaW eYeU\da\ aSSeaUed RQl\ WRR fUeTXeQWl\ WR deYalXe
iW. PeRSle ZhR gaWheU ɻRZeUV aQd QRWhiQg bXW ɻRZeUV WeQd WR lRRk
XSRQ VRil aV VRPeWhiQg diUW\. PUacWical acWiYiWieV ZeUe alZa\V Whe
baViV aQd Whe fRXQdaWiRQ fRU ¶SXUe· WhRXghW, aQd eYeQ fRU iWV PRVW
e[WUePe fRUP, SXUe cRQWePSlaWiRQ. WhaW dReV Whe cRQWePSlaWRU
cRQWePSlaWe, if QRW ² fURP afaU ² Whe eYeU\da\, Whe cURZd, Whe
PaVVeV, all Whe WhiQgV fURP Zhich hiV ¶eSRche·94 hRldV hiP alRRf,
aQd Zhich he Zill WU\ iQ YaiQ WR UediVcRYeU?95 AQd \eW Whe ViWXaWiRQ
iV eYeQWXall\ UeYeUVed. The da\ daZQV ZheQ eYeU\da\ life alVR
ePeUgeV aV a cUiWiTXe, a cUiWiTXe Rf Whe VXSeUiRU acWiYiWieV iQ TXeVWiRQ
(aQd Rf ZhaW Whe\ SURdXce: ideologies). The deYalXaWiRQ Rf eYeU\da\
life b\ ideRlRgieV aSSeaUV aV RQe-Vided aQd SaUWial, iQ bRWh VeQVeV Rf
Whe ZRUd. A diUecW cUiWiTXe WakeV Whe Slace Rf iQdiUecW cUiWiciVP; aQd
WhiV diUecW cUiWiTXe iQYRlYeV a UehabiliWaWiRQ Rf eYeU\da\ life,
VheddiQg QeZ lighW RQ iWV SRViWiYe cRQWeQW.

We haYe alUead\ dePRQVWUaWed hRZ Whe ZRUkeU, aV a hXPaQ
beiQg, cRQVWiWXWeV a ZhRle. TR cRQVideU hiP aV VXch PeaQV WhaW Whe
separaWion beWZeeQ Whe hXPaQ facWRU aQd Whe WechQical facWRU iQ
SUiYaWe life aQd iQ leiVXUe iV UXled RXW, bXW QRW aV a UeVXlW Rf
aQal\ViQg Whe conWradicWions beWZeeQ Whe elePeQWV Zhich Pake XS
Whe ZhRle. The fUagPeQWed chaUacWeU Rf PRdeUQ iQdXVWUial labRXU
bRWh eQclRVeV aQd cRQcealV Whe VRcial chaUacWeU Rf all Whe ZRUk dRQe
iQ aQ\ RQe ɹUP aQd Rf Whe WRWal labRXU iQ VRcieW\ (Whe gURZiQg
sociali]aWion Rf labRXU aQd Whe UelaWiRQV Rf SURdXcWiRQ). ThXV Whe
ZRUkeU·V cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf Whe social chaUacWeU Rf labRXU cRPeV WR
hiP laUgel\ fURP RXWVide UaWheU WhaQ fURP his oZn iQdiYidXal ZRUk,
QRWabl\ fURP hiV SRliWical life. IW iV a cRQVciRXVQeVV Zhich he e[SecWV
aQd dePaQdV fURP his oZn ZRUk, Zhich he QeedV iQ RUdeU WR
XQdeUVWaQd WhaW ZRUk aQd Whe Slace iW hRldV, aQd \eW iW dReV QRW
cRPe fURP hiV ZRUk alRQe. We Qeed WR VWXd\ Whe life Rf Whe ZRUkeU
iQ iWV YaUied aVSecWV, iWV cRQɻicWV, iWV cRQWUadicWiRQV. The
cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf Whe ZRUkeU iQYRlYeV ² WRgeWheU ZiWh Whe cRQWeQW Rf
hiV RZQ SUacWical e[SeUieQce ² QXPeURXV ideRlRgical elePeQWV, VRPe
jXVWiɹed, RWheUV illXVRU\; VRPe aWaYiVWic (cRPiQg fRU e[aPSle fURP
Whe SeaVaQW RU aUWiVaQ claVVeV); RWheUV deUiYiQg fURP RbjecWiYe bXW



SaUWl\ RXWPRded cRQdiWiRQV Rf caSiWaliVP (Whe ¶fUee· labRXU cRQWUacW
iQ cRPSeWiWiYe caSiWaliVP, Whe ¶claVVic· fRUPV Rf Whe claVV VWUXggle);
VWill RWheUV deUiYed fURP Whe QeZ cRQdiWiRQV ZiWhiQ caSiWaliVP
(PRQRSRlieV, aQd QeZ cRQWeQW cRQWUadicWiQg Whe PRQRSRliVWic fRUP
Rf caSiWaliVP; WUade XQiRQ acWiRQ aQd QeZ fRUPV Rf claVV VWUXggle);
RWheUV deUiYiQg fURP VRcialiVP, aQd ɹQall\ RWheUV cRPiQg fURP
iQdiYidXal liPiWV RU Whe liPiWV Rf Whe gURXS Whe ZRUkeU iQ TXeVWiRQ
belRQgV WR (cRUSRUaWiVP, SURfeVViRQal VRlidaUiW\, eWc.). If Ze cRQVideU
Whe RYeUall life Rf Whe ZRUkeU, Ze Zill Vee WhaW hiV ZRUk aQd hiV
aWWiWXde WRZaUdV ZRUk aUe liQked WR VRcial SUacWice as a Zhole, WR hiV
e[SeUieQce aV a ZhRle, hiV leiVXUe acWiYiWieV, hiV faPil\ life, hiV
cXlWXUal aQd SRliWical gRalV, aV Zell aV WR Whe claVV VWUXggle. WhaW iV
PRUe, WhiV ¶ZhRle· PXVW be WakeQ iQ Whe cRQWe[W Rf a VSeciɹc cRXQWU\
aQd QaWiRQ, aW a VSeciɹc PRPeQW Rf ciYili]aWiRQ aQd VRcial
deYelRSPeQW, aQd aV iQYRlYiQg a ceUWaiQ VeW Rf QeedV. AQd WhiV
bUiQgV XV back WR Whe cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life.

LeW XV WXUQ WR aQRWheU YeU\ SUeciVe e[aPSle: poliWical acWiYiW\. IW
caQ be fRXQded RQ alUead\ eVWabliVhed aXWhRUiW\, RU RQ cRQVWiWXWed
laZ, RQ P\VWiɹcaWiRQ aQd YiRleQce, RU RQ kQRZledge. IQ VR faU aV iW
iV fRXQded RQ kQRZledge, iW UeTXiUeV Whe PRVW VcUXSXlRXV aWWeQWiRQ
WR eYeU\da\ life. The SURgUeVViYe RU VRcialiVW SRliWiciaQ PXVW kQRZ
Whe life aQd Whe QeedV Rf Whe SeRSle ZhRVe iPPediaWe RU eVVeQWial
iQWeUeVWV he iV defeQdiQg. If he VWUa\V fURP WhiV dXW\, he iV QR lRQgeU
TXaliɹed fRU Whe WaVk. He iV SURgUeVViYe RU VRcialiVW RQl\ iQ VR faU aV
he haV WhiV kQRZledge. The ViPSleVW PaWWeUV cRQceUQiQg hRXViQg,
URadV, childUeQ·V Sla\gURXQdV, SXblic WUaQVSRUW eWc., haYe WheiU Slace
iQ a hieUaUch\ Rf UeTXiUePeQWV Zhich Pa\ lead WR Whe
WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ Rf Whe SWaWe. The SRliWiciaQ·V WaleQW UeVWV RQ hiV
abiliW\ WR gUade Whe elePeQWV iQ WhiV hieUaUch\, aQd WR addUeVV
ZhaWeYeU iV eVVeQWial aW aQ\ giYeQ PRPeQW.

AQd \eW if WUXe SRliWicV iQYRlYeV a kQRZledge Rf eYeU\da\ life aQd
a cUiWiTXe Rf iWV UeTXiUePeQWV, cRQYeUVel\ eYeU\da\ life iQYRlYeV a
cUiWiTXe Rf all SRliWicV. PRliWical life iV b\ deɹQiWiRQ liYed RXW iQ Whe
VWUaWRVSheUe Rf VRcieW\: iQ Whe VSheUe Rf Whe SWaWe aQd RQ WhaW leYel.
The SURblePV SRVed iQ SRliWical life aUe bRWh abVWUacW aQd cRQcUeWe,
bXW Whe\ haYe aQ aXUa Rf WechQicaliW\ Zhich PakeV WheP aSSeaU



WRWall\ cRQcUeWe (TXeVWiRQV Rf laZ, ɹQaQce, bXdgeW, eWc.). HRZeYeU,
WheiU abVWUacWiRQ caQ cRQceal bRWh Whe facW WhaW Whe\ Zill iQɻXeQce
PaQ\ hXPaQ liYeV aQd iQWeUeVWV, aQd WhaW aQ\ VRlXWiRQ SURSRVed Zill
be claVV-VSeciɹc.

MRUe geQeUall\, iQ Whe PRdeUQ SWaWe, Whe ciWi]en, iQ VR faU aV he iV
VeSaUaWe fURP Whe priYaWe PaQ aQd Whe prodXcWiYe PaQ, becRPeV
e[WeUQali]ed iQ WeUPV Rf hiV RZQ Velf. He Sla\V a SaUW iQ a SRliWical
cRPPXQiW\ iQ Zhich he VeeV hiPVelf aV VRcial. WheUeaV he iV alVR
VRcial, aQd PRUe VR, iQ aQRWheU cRQWe[W. The ciWi]eQ ² Whe PaQ ZhR
iV Zell-iQfRUPed abRXW SXblic PaWWeUV, ZhR haV UeaVRQed RSiQiRQV,
ZhR kQRZV Whe laZ ² haV becRPe a SRliWical ɹcWiRQ; fRU WheUe aUe
QeceVVaUil\ SRliWical ɹcWiRQV jXVW aV WheUe aUe QeceVVaU\ legal RQeV
(¶igQRUaQce iV QR defeQce iQ laZ·). AW WhiV SRiQW Ze cRXld deɹQe
cRQcUeWe dePRcUac\ aV Whe UedXcWiRQ Rf Whe URle Rf SRliWical ɹcWiRQV
WR a PiQiPXP. The e[WeUQaliW\ Rf Whe ciWi]eQ iQ UelaWiRQ WR hiV RZQ
eYeU\da\ life becRPeV Rf QeceVViW\ SURjecWed RXWVide Rf hiPVelf: iQ
PRdelV, iQ faQaWiciVPV, iQ idRli]aWiRQV, iQ feWiVhiVPV. WheUeYeU iW
aSSeaUV, Whe cXlW Rf SeUVRQaliW\ haV a SRliWical VeQVe aQd caQ QeYeU
be UedXced WR a SeUiSheUal ideRlRg\; iW iV bRXQd XS ZiWh Whe QaWXUe
Rf Whe SWaWe; iW VigQiɹeV bRWh a dePRcUac\ aQd a lack Rf dePRcUac\:
a SRliWical ɹcWiRQ Zhich iV iQ daQgeU Rf becRPiQg a cUXVhiQg UealiW\.
The e[WeUQaliW\ Rf Whe ciWi]eQ aQd hiV SURjecWiRQ RXWVide Rf hiPVelf iQ
UelaWiRQ WR hiV eYeU\da\ life iV SaUW Rf WhaW eYeU\da\ life.

¶[The] German96 cRQceSWiRQ Rf Whe PRdeUQ VWaWe, Zhich abVWUacWV
fURP real man, ZaV RQl\ SRVVible becaXVe aQd iQ VR faU aV Whe
PRdeUQ VWaWe iWVelf abVWUacWV fURP real man RU VaWiVɹeV Whe Zhole PaQ
iQ a SXUel\ iPagiQaU\ Za\·,97 ZURWe MaU[, iQ RQe Rf Whe UaUe aQd
SUeciRXV We[WV iQ Zhich he WalkV WR XV abRXW Whe WoWal man; aQd ZhaW
ZaV Yalid fRU Whe PRQaUchical SWaWe, fRU eQlighWeQed deVSRWiVP aQd
fRU Hegel·V eWhicall\ baVed SWaWe UePaiQV Yalid fRU aQ\ SWaWe Zhich
eVWabliVheV iWVelf abRYe VRcieW\. The PaQ ZhR hRldV SRZeU becRPeV
Whe RQl\ ¶WRWal PaQ· aQd aW Whe VaPe WiPe ePbRdieV Whe ɹcWiRQ Rf Whe
WRWal PaQ iQ Whe e\eV Rf eYeU\ iQdiYidXal: iWV deceSWiYe iPage. FURP
WhiV aQal\ViV MaU[ dUeZ a deciViYe cRQclXViRQ abRXW Whe SWaWe:



OQl\ ZheQ Ueal, iQdiYidXal PaQ UeVXPeV Whe abVWUacW ciWi]eQ iQWR hiPVelf aQd aV aQ
iQdiYidXal PaQ haV becRPe a species-being iQ hiV ePSiUical life, hiV iQdiYidXal ZRUk aQd
hiV iQdiYidXal UelaWiRQVhiSV, RQl\ ZheQ PaQ haV UecRgQi]ed aQd RUgaQi]ed hiV forces
propres (RZQ fRUceV) aV social forces VR WhaW VRcial fRUce iV QR lRQgeU VeSaUaWed fURP hiP
iQ Whe fRUP Rf poliWical fRUce, RQl\ WheQ Zill hXPaQ ePaQciSaWiRQ be cRPSleWed.98

WheUeYeU WheUe iV a SWaWe, iW iV iQ Whe SWaWe WhaW iQdiYidXal PaQ
Zill ɹQd hiV geQeUaliW\, hiV geQeUic e[iVWeQce aV a PaQ, aQd WhiV he
dReV b\ becRPiQg aQ iPagiQaU\ PePbeU Rf a ɹcWiWiRXV cRPPXQiW\.
WiWhiQ eYeU\ claVV-baVed VRcieW\ Whe cRQVWUaiQWV WhaW RQe claVV
iPSRVeV XSRQ aQRWheU aUe alZa\V a SaUW Rf Whe iQhXPaQ SRZeU
Zhich UeigQV RYeU eYeU\WhiQg. OQ WhaW leYel, Whe iQdiYidXal VeeV
hiPVelf ¶diYeVWed Rf hiV Ueal iQdiYidXal life aQd ɹlled ZiWh XQUeal
XQiYeUValiW\·.99 HRZ dReV Whe iQdiYidXal Vee hiPVelf ZheQ faced
ZiWh Whe eQRUPRXV PaVV Rf Whe SWaWe? Like a PiQXWe VSeck, like a
VhadRZ. He becRPeV for himself aQ XQUeal aSSeaUaQce; bXW aW Whe
VaPe WiPe, b\ aQ abVRlXWe cRQWUadicWiRQ, Whe SRliWical ɹcWiRQ
VaQcWiRQV Whe priYaWe PaQ, qXa VelɹVh iQdiYidXal ZiWh SeUVRQal
iQWeUeVWV, aV Whe VXSUePe UealiW\. ThiV diYiViRQ aVVigQV UealiW\ WR
egRiVP aQd abVWUacW fRUP WR Whe ciWi]eQ. TheUefRUe a SRliWical
UeYRlXWiRQ caQ Wake Slace ZiWhRXW Whe SWaWe·V QaWXUal baViV, Ueal
VRcial life ² Whe ¶ZRUld Rf QeedV· RU Rf SUiYaWe laZ ² beiQg VXbPiWWed
WR a cUiWiTXe aQd cRPSleWel\ WUaQVfRUPed. AQd if Whe SRliWical
WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ VXbVeTXeQWl\ ¶UeYRlXWiRQi]eV· ceUWaiQ Rf WheVe
elePeQWV ² afWeU haYiQg diVVRciaWed WheP aQd WhXV SaUWicXlaUi]ed
WheP as elePeQWV ² iW Pa\ leaYe ceUWaiQ RWheUV iQWacW. FRU e[aPSle,
iW PighW leaYe Whe ZRUld Rf QeedV WR RQe Vide, RU likeZiVe Whe laZ,
deVSiWe haYiQg WUaQVfRUPed ¶SUiYaWe· iQWeUeVWV RU Whe Za\ labRXU iV
RUgaQi]ed. ThXV WheUe iV alieQaWiRQ b\ SRliWicV ZheUeYeU Whe SWaWe
haV QRW \eW ZiWheUed aZa\, fRU Whe MaU[iVW cUiWiTXe Rf Whe SWaWe
aWWackV all SWaWeV. If ceUWaiQ We[WV aUe VSeciɹcall\ diUecWed agaiQVW Whe
HegeliaQ SWaWe RU Whe bRXUgeRiV dePRcUaWic SWaWe, RWheUV VSecif\ Whe
¶SRliWical SWaWe· iQ geQeUal, iQ iWV UelaWiRQ ZiWh ciYil VRcieW\. IQ QR
UeVSecWV dR Whe We[WV TXRWed b\ LeQiQ (iQ The SWaWe and ReYolXWion)
RQ Whe VPaVhiQg Rf Whe bRXUgeRiV SWaWe aSSaUaWXV, Whe cRQVWiWXWiRQ
Rf a QeZ SWaWe aQd iWV decliQe, iQYalidaWe Whe eaUlieU We[WV. RaWheU,



Whe\ cRQɹUP WheP aV a fXQcWiRQ Rf cRQcUeWe SRliWical ViWXaWiRQV. BXW
if SRliWicV alieQaWeV, aQd cRQWaiQV alieQaWiRQ, iW caQ alVR be
diValieQaWed, aQd WhiV WhURXgh SRliWical acWiYiW\ ² iQ aQd WhURXgh
VWUXggle RQ Whe SRliWical leYel aQd iQ aQd WhURXgh Whe cRQɻicW
beWZeeQ life aQd SRliWicV. HeUe agaiQ Ze UecRgQi]e a cRPSle[ Rf
cRQWUadicWiRQV ZiWhiQ a XQiW\. IQ a VeQVe bRXUgeRiV dePRcUac\ iQ
caSiWaliVW VRcieW\, fRU e[aPSle, eQWailV a Pa[iPXP Rf alieQaWiRQ:
WRWal alieQaWiRQ, cRPSleWe SRliWical alieQaWiRQ. IW SeUfecWV Whe
RSSRViWiRQ beWZeeQ Whe SXblic aQd Whe SUiYaWe, beWZeeQ cRPPXQiW\
aQd VlaYeU\. IW P\VWiɹeV eYeU\ iQdiYidXal b\ gUaQWiQg hiP a Slace
bRWh iQ VlaYeU\ aQd iQ cRPPXQiW\, iQ ɹcWiRQ aQd iQ UealiW\. IW allRZV
hiP aQ aSSaUeQW iQdeSeQdeQce, becaXVe he WakeV ¶Whe Xnbridled
PRYePeQW Rf Whe VSiUiWXal aQd PaWeUial elePeQWV Zhich fRUP Whe
cRQWeQW Rf hiV life·100 fRU WRWal fUeedRP. The iQdiYidXal becRPeV
WRWall\ VXbVeUYieQW, aQd WRWall\ dehXPaQi]ed. AW WhiV SRiQW Whe RQl\
liQk beWZeeQ all WheVe VRcial aWRPV aQd fUagPeQWed acWiYiWieV VeePV
WR be Whe SWaWe. IW iV QRW iUUeleYaQW WR SRiQW RXW heUe WhaW UighW fURP
Whe VWaUW Rf hiV caUeeU, SWaliQ fell fRXl Rf ZhaW MaU[ callV SRliWical
VXSeUVWiWiRQ: Whe illXVRU\ idea WhaW Whe SWaWe cePeQWV VRcieW\
WRgeWheU, ZheUeaV iW iV Whe fXQcWiRQiQg Rf ciYil VRcieW\ aQd iWV
cRheViRQ, eYeQ iQ Whe aSSaUeQW aQaUch\ Rf iWV acWiYiWieV, Zhich
VXSSRUW Whe SWaWe.101 The iQdiYidXal Ueali]eV WhaW iQ bRXUgeRiV
VRcieW\ Whe Za\ he UeSUeVeQWV hiPVelf, fRU RWheUV aQd fRU hiPVelf, iV
cRQWUadicWRU\, iQ WhaW iW VSliWV hiP iQ WZR. OQ Whe RQe haQd iW
iVRlaWeV hiP aV ¶SUiYaWe·, aWRPi]iQg hiP, diYidiQg hiP; aQd WhiV iV a
falVe iPage: aWRPV haYe QR QeedV, Whe\ aUe Velf-VXɽcieQW, ZiWhRXW
QeedV, cRQWeQWed, SeUfecW. TheQ RQ Whe RWheU haQd Whe iQdiYidXal
Ueali]eV WhaW each Rf hiV acWiYiWieV, hiV ¶SURSeUWieV·, hiV iPSXlVeV,
iQYRlYeV a need. ThiV Qeed bUiQgV hiP iQWR UelaWiRQVhiS ZiWh RWheU
SeRSle. NR PaWWeU hRZ alieQaWed Qeed, QaWXUal QeceVViW\ aQd PaQ·V
eVVeQWial SURSeUWieV Pa\ becRPe, Whe\ VWill fRUP a liQk beWZeeQ Whe
PePbeUV Rf WhiV VRcieW\. ThXV WheVe QeedV iQ eYeU\da\ life aUe a
cRheViYe fRUce fRU VRcial life eYeQ iQ bRXUgeRiV VRcieW\, aQd Whe\, noW
poliWical life, aUe Whe Ueal bRQd. SR Whe iQdiYidXal WeQdV WR WUaQVceQd
hiV RZQ VeSaUaWiRQ fURP hiV Velf, hiV illXVRU\ iPage, hiV Ueal
aSSeaUaQce aQd falVe UealiW\, hiV aUWiɹcial aWRPi]aWiRQ, hiV dXSliciW\.



He UecRgQi]eV hiPVelf, aQd eYeQ b\ UecRgQi]iQg hiPVelf aV aQ
egRiVWic iQdiYidXal he haV WUaQVceQded SRliWical VXSeUVWiWiRQ.

LeW XV VXP XS. TheUe iV a VeW Rf elePeQWV WR cRQVideU, aQd WR Whe
RQeV Ze haYe alUead\ e[aPiQed Ze PXVW add WhiV cRPSle[
cRQWUadicWiRQ: Whe ciWi]eQ, Whe SXblic PaQ, Whe PePbeU Rf a SWaWe
YeUVXV Whe Ueal PaQ, Whe SUiYaWe PaQ. IW iV a cRPSle[ V\VWeP, fRU Whe
SXblic PaQ aQd Whe ciWi]eQ aUe aW RQe aQd Whe VaPe WiPe ɹcWiWiRXV
aQd Ueal; iQ VR faU aV Whe\ aUe Ueal, Whe\ SXll Whe UealiW\ Rf PaQ iQWR
Whe ɹcWiWiRXV UealP. AV fRU Whe ¶SUiYaWe· PaQ, he iV alVR bRWh Ueal aQd
ɹcWiWiRXV.

EYeU\da\ life iQclXdeV SRliWical life: Whe SXblic cRQVciRXVQeVV, Whe
cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf belRQgiQg WR a VRcieW\ aQd a QaWiRQ, Whe
cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf claVV. IW eQWeUV iQWR SeUPaQeQW cRQWacW ZiWh Whe
SWaWe aQd Whe SWaWe aSSaUaWXV WhaQkV WR adPiQiVWUaWiRQ aQd
bXUeaXcUac\. BXW RQ Whe RWheU haQd SRliWical life deWacheV iWVelf fURP
eYeU\da\ life b\ cRQceQWUaWiQg iWVelf iQ SUiYileged PRPeQWV
(elecWiRQV, fRU e[aPSle), aQd b\ fRVWeUiQg VSeciali]ed acWiYiWieV. ThXV
Whe criWiqXe of eYer\da\ life inYolYes a criWiqXe of poliWical life, in WhaW
eYer\da\ life alread\ conWains and consWiWXWes sXch a criWiqXe: iQ WhaW iW
is WhaW cUiWiTXe.

LeW XV QRZ cRQVideU Whe VWUXcWXUe Rf cRQVciRXVQeVV. A PaQ·V
cRQVciRXVQeVV iV deWeUPiQed b\ hiV (VRcial) beiQg. TR cRiQ a ShUaVe,
iW reɻecWs iW. The ZRUd ¶UeɻecWiRQ· caQ lead WR PaQ\ cRQfXViRQV, aQd
abRYe all WR PaQ\ ViPSliɹcaWiRQV. If Ze aUe WR aYRid WheP, all Ze
Qeed dR iV QRWice WhaW iQ QaWXUe UeɻecWiRQV aUe SURfRXQdl\ diʃeUeQW
fURP ZhaW Whe\ UeɻecW; aQd Whe iPage iQ Whe PiUURU RQl\ aSSeaUV WR
be a UeSURdXcWiRQ Rf ZhaWeYeU iV iQ fURQW Rf iW. The WheRU\ Zhich
PaiQWaiQV WhaW RQ Whe RQe haQd WheUe aUe WhiQgV aQd RQ Whe RWheU
WheiU UeɻecWiRQ iQ PeQ·V PiQdV, aQd WhaW Whe RQe UeSURdXceV Whe
RWheU, iV ShilRVRShicall\ SXeUile. A UeɻecWiRQ iQ a cRQVciRXVQeVV, RU a
UeɻecWiRQ Zhich cRQVWiWXWeV a cRQVciRXVQeVV, caQ be iQcRPSleWe,
PXWilaWed, iQYeUWed, diVWRUWed, P\VWiɹed; iW iV a UeɻecWiRQ aQd \eW iQ
Whe geQeUall\ acceSWed VeQVe iW iV QRW a UeɻecWiRQ. LeW XV cRQVideU Whe
iQdiYidXaliVW iQdiYidXal·V cRQVciRXVQeVV ² XQdeU claVVic caSiWaliVP:
Whe bRXUgeRiV iQdiYidXal·V cRQVciRXVQeVV. IQ QR Za\ dReV iW UeɻecW
Whe VRcial cRPSle[ WR Zhich he belRQgV: bRXUgeRiV VRcieW\,



caSiWaliVP. IW iV iQ Whe YeU\ QaWXUe Rf ¶fUee cRPSeWiWiRQ· WhaW aQ
RYeUYieZ Rf SheQRPeQa aQd WheiU laZV iV be\RQd Whe VcRSe Rf Whe
iQdiYidXal cRQVciRXVQeVV; aQd WhaW iV Zh\ WheUe had WR be
ecRQRPiVWV, aQd MaU[, WR diVcRYeU aQd XQdeUVWaQd WheVe laZV! The
bRXUgeRiV·V (Whe caSiWaliVW·V) iQdiYidXal cRQVciRXVQeVV reɻecWs hiV
SUiYaWe iQWeUeVWV iQ cRPSeWiWiRQ; iW WheUefRUe cRQɻicWV ZiWh VRcieW\ aV
VXch, iQ WhaW iW iV a social conscioXsness. The caSiWaliVW iQdiYidXal VeeV
Whe RWheU PePbeUV Rf VRcieW\ ² be Whe\ bRXUgeRiV RU QRW ² aV RXWVide
Rf hiPVelf, aQd iQ RSSRViWiRQ WR hiPVelf. HiV cRQVciRXVQeVV RQl\
UeɻecWV Whe facW WhaW cRPSeWiWiRQ VeSaUaWeV RQe iQdiYidXal fURP
aQRWheU iQ VXch a Za\ aV WR cRQVWiWXWe a VRcieW\ Zhich iV be\RQd Whe
gUaVS Rf aQ\ iQdiYidXal cRQVciRXVQeVV. BXW haYiQg Vaid WhaW, Ze
VhRXld add WhaW XS WR a SRiQW Whe caSiWaliVW ePbRdieV CaSiWal aQd iWV
fXQcWiRQV, aQd WhiV SeUVRQiɹcaWiRQ Pa\ be PRUe RU leVV VXcceVVfXl.
The W\pical bRXUgeRiV ZRXld be Whe SeUfecW iQcaUQaWiRQ Rf CaSiWal.
BXW CaSiWal iV aQ ecRQRPic feWiVh, aQd caQQRW iQ iWVelf deɹQe a
hXPaQ beiQg, ZiWh a hXPaQ beiQg·V cRQVciRXVQeVV. EYeU\ bRXUgeRiV
iV also VRPeWhiQg elVe: a SUiYaWe PaQ, ZiWh SUiYaWe SaVViRQV ² a
faWheU, ZhR lRYeV hRUVeV, RU PXVic, eWc. AV MaU[ haV Vaid, ZiWhiQ
eYeU\ bRXUgeRiV WZR VRXlV aUe lRcked iQ FaXVWiaQ cRPbaW: Whe Qeed
WR eQjR\ aQd Whe Qeed WR accXPXlaWe, WhXV RQ Whe RQe haQd PaQ·V
¶SUiYaWe· QeedV, aQd aQ aVSecW Rf hiV ¶SUiYaWe· cRQVciRXVQeVV Zhich
QRZ aQd agaiQ he giYeV iQ WR ² aQd RQ Whe RWheU Whe Qeed iPSRVed
XSRQ hiP b\ Whe UeTXiUePeQWV Rf hiV PRQe\, hiV caSiWal. WhaW iV
PRUe, iQ VR faU aV he iV a SUiYaWe PaQ, RU a faWheU, RU eYeQ a
VeQVXaliVW (iQ RWheU ZRUdV aQ egRiVW), he QeedV RWheU SeRSle; QRZ hiV
cRQVciRXVQeVV UeɻecWV WhiV WeQdeQc\, QRZ iW UeɻecWV hiV VecUeW RU
aYRZed RSSRViWiRQ WR iW. ThXV cRQVciRXVQeVV jRiQV fRUceV ZiWh Whe
Qeed fRU RWheU SeRSle Zhich iV deWeUPiQed b\ Whe ViWXaWiRQ Whe
iQdiYidXal iV iQ; WRgeWheU Whe\ WUaQVfRUP QeedV iQWR deViUeV,
deciViRQV iQWR acWiRQV; RU, cRQYeUVel\, Whe RQe iQhibiWV Whe RWheU.

ThiV cRQVciRXVQeVV iV WheUefRUe deWeUPiQed b\ objecWiYe cRQdiWiRQV
(ecRQRPic, VRcial, bXW alVR Sh\ViRlRgical, eWc.); hRZeYeU, iW iV
XQaZaUe Rf WheVe cRQdiWiRQV; aQd iW iV, SUeciVel\, iQaVPXch aV iW iV
XQaZaUe Rf WheP WhaW iW iV deWeUPiQed. SXch a cRPSle[ aQd
cRQWUadicWRU\ ViWXaWiRQ giYeV UiVe WR a PXlWiWXde Rf SURblePV. The



iQdiYidXal (iQ WhiV caVe Whe bRXUgeRiV iQdiYidXal) PXVW VRlYe WheP;
he lRRkV fRU a VRlXWiRQ, cRQVciRXVl\. He lRRkV WR ideRlRgieV aQd
PRUal dRcWUiQeV fRU aQ iPage Rf hiPVelf. The VRlXWiRQV aQd
SRVVibiliWieV WhXV UeYealed aQd UeSUeVeQWed ² WhURXgh a Pi[WXUe Rf
ideRlRgical ɹcWiRQV aQd PRPeQWV Rf aZaUeQeVV ² aUe WUXe RU falVe,
illXVRU\ RU Yalid; Whe\ lead WR PRUe-RU-leVV cRPSleWe failXUeV RU
VXcceVVeV, aQd alVR WR cRPbiQaWiRQV Rf VXcceVV aQd failXUe. IW iV
SRVVible fRU Whe VXcceVV WR haYe QR RbjecWiYe UelaWiRQ ZiWh ideRlRg\.
FRU e[aPSle, Wake a belieYeU ZhR iV a VXcceVVfXl bXViQeVVPaQ; he iV
VXSSRUWed b\ hiV faiWh; he Zill Vee hiV VXcceVV aV a bleVViQg fURP GRd
(Zhich iV hRZ UeligiRQ iV geQeUall\ SeUceiYed iQ Whe USA: aV a facWRU
iQ VXcceVV). ThXV acWiYiWieV Rf aQ e[ceSWiRQal QaWXUe RQl\ appear WR
be be\RQd eYeU\da\ life; Whe\ aUe XVed WR VRlYe SURblePV ² RU QRW WR
VRlYe WheP. The e[WeUQaliW\ Rf ideRlRg\ iQYRlYeV a PeaVXUe Rf
illXViRQV.

All WhiV PeaQV WhaW Whe ViPSliɹed QRWiRQ Rf UeɻecWiRQ iV
iQadeTXaWe aV aQ aQal\Wic WRRl. CRQVciRXVQeVV UeɻecWV aQd dReV QRW
UeɻecW: ZhaW iW UeɻecWV iV QRW ZhaW iW VeePV WR UeɻecW, bXW someWhing
else, aQd WhaW iV ZhaW aQal\ViV PXVW diVclRVe. PUeciVel\ becaXVe Whe
acWiYiW\ WhaW SURdXced ideRlRgieV ZaV e[ceSWiRQal aQd VSeciali]ed,
Whe\ caPe RXW Rf VRcial SUacWice ² Rf eYeU\da\ life ² iQ WZR VeQVeV: iW
SURdXced WheP aQd Whe\ eVcaSed fURP iW, WhXV acTXiUiQg iQ Whe
SURceVV aQ illXVRU\ PeaQiQg oWher WhaQ WheiU Ueal cRQWeQW. The
SURbleP Rf ideRlRgieV iV aV fRllRZV: hRZ caQ cRQVciRXVQeVV aW all
leYelV (iQdiYidXalV, gURXSV, claVVeV, SeRSleV) be PiVWakeQ abRXW iWVelf
aQd iWV cRQWeQW ² iWV beiQg ² ZheQ iW iV WhaW YeU\ cRQWeQW aQd WhaW
YeU\ beiQg Zhich deWeUPiQe iW? OQl\ b\ WakiQg Whe fRUPal VWUXcWXUe
Rf cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd iWV cRQWeQW aV iQVeSaUableV aQd VXbPiWWiQg
WheP WR a cRPSle[ aQal\ViV Zill Ze be able WR XQdeUVWaQd aQ\
SaUWicXlaU fRUP Rf cRQVciRXVQeVV, RU aQ\ SaUWicXlaU ideRlRg\.

AQd heUe Ze aUe faced RQce agaiQ ZiWh a SURbleP Zhich iV
fXQdaPeQWal fRU Whe cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life. IW iV a SURbleP Zhich
Whe ɹUVW YRlXPe Rf WhiV VWXd\ failed WR SRVe cleaUl\. MaQ\ PeQ, aQd
eYeQ SeRSle iQ geQeUal, do noW knoZ Wheir oZn liYes Yer\ Zell, or knoZ
Whem inadeqXaWel\. ThiV iV RQe Rf Whe WhePeV Rf Whe cUiWiTXe Rf
eYeU\da\ life, cRQɹUPed b\ Whe VSecWacXlaU failXUeV Rf VXbjecWiYiVW



VRciRlRg\ (baVed VRlel\ RQ iQWeUYieZV, TXeVWiRQQaiUeV RU VXUYe\V).
MeQ haYe QR kQRZledge Rf WheiU RZQ liYeV: Whe\ Vee WheP aQd acW
WheP RXW Yia ideRlRgical WhePeV aQd eWhical YalXeV. IQ SaUWicXlaU
Whe\ haYe aQ iQadeTXaWe kQRZledge Rf WheiU QeedV aQd WheiU RZQ
fXQdaPeQWal aWWiWXdeV; Whe\ e[SUeVV WheP badl\; Whe\ delXde
WhePVelYeV abRXW WheiU QeedV aQd aVSiUaWiRQV e[ceSW fRU Whe PRVW
geQeUal aQd Whe PRVW baVic RQeV. AQd \eW iW iV WheiU liYeV, aQd WheiU
cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf life; bXW RQl\ Whe ShilRVRSheU, aQd Whe VRciRlRgiVW
iQfRUPed b\ Whe dialecWic, aQd Pa\be Whe QRYeliVW, PaQage WR jRiQ
WRgeWheU Whe liYed aQd Whe real, formal VWUXcWXUe aQd conWenW. ThXV
ideRlRg\ iV aW RQe aQd Whe VaPe WiPe ZiWhiQ eYeU\da\ life aQd
RXWVide Rf iW. IW iV fRUeYeU SeQeWUaWiQg eYeU\da\ life, fRUeYeU
VSUiQgiQg fRUWh fURP iW, XQiQWeUUXSWedl\. YeW aW Whe VaPe WiPe iW
iQWeUSUeWV iW, addV WR iW, WUaQVSRVeV iW, UefUacWV iW (PRUe RU leVV cleaUl\,
PRUe RU leVV deceSWiYel\).

MaQ·V beiQg iV aW RQce QaWXUal aQd hiVWRUical, biRlRgical aQd
VRcial, Sh\ViRlRgical aQd cXlWXUal (Zhich dReV QRW e[clXde SRVVible
RU Ueal cRQɻicWV beWZeeQ WheVe elePeQWV aQd aVSecWV ² RQ Whe
cRQWUaU\, iW iQYRlYeV WheP). MaQ WhiQkV becaXVe he haV a bUaiQ (a
VXSeUiRU acWiYiW\ Rf Whe QeUYRXV V\VWeP), aQd becaXVe he haV haQdV,
aQd becaXVe he ZRUkV aQd becaXVe he haV a laQgXage. TheUefRUe
cRQVciRXVQeVV reɻecWs WheVe PaQifRld iQWeUacWiRQV; iW QRW RQl\
¶UeɻecWV· Whe RXWVide ZRUld, aQd WhiQgV, bXW alVR hXPaQ acWiYiW\,
SUacWical SRZeU RYeU QaWXUe. IW QRW RQl\ UeɻecWV a giYeQ RbjecWiYe
eQYiURQPeQW, bXW Whe eTXall\ RbjecWiYe cRQɻicWV beWZeeQ PaQ aQd
Whe ¶eQYiURQPeQW·, beWZeeQ Whe hXPaQ ZRUld aQd QaWXUe, beWZeeQ
iQdiYidXalV iQ Whe hXPaQ ZRUld. A WhiQg iQ iVRlaWiRQ caQ RQl\ be
deɹQed aV a prodXcW, aQd cRQVeTXeQWl\ aV cRUUeVSRQdiQg WR a PRUe-
RU-leVV cRQVRlidaWed poZer. EYeQ ZheQ a cRQVciRXVQeVV UeɻecWV a
WhiQg, iQ WUXWh iW iV UeɻecWiQg a SRZeU WRgeWheU ZiWh Whe iPSeUaWiYeV
Rf acWiRQ aQd iWV possibiliWies. AQd WhiV iQYRlYeV Whe leaS fRUZaUd, Whe
XQeQdiQg eVcaSe fURP ZhaW haV alUead\ beeQ accRPSliVhed WRZaUdV
iPageV aQd Whe iPagiQaU\, WRZaUdV a UealP be\RQd Whe eYeU\da\,
aQd WheQce iQdeed back iQWR Whe eYeU\da\ VR aV WR Wake cRgQi]aQce
Rf iW.



AQd \eW iW iV iQ eYeU\da\ life aQd iQ eYeU\da\ life alRQe WhaW Whe
naWXral and Whe biological are hXmani]ed (becRPe VRcial), aQd,
fXUWheU, WhaW Whe hXman, Whe acqXired, Whe cXlWiYaWed, become naWXral.
HeUe WheUe iV a cRQVWaQW iQWeUacWiRQ beWZeeQ Whe conWrolled secWor
(cRQWURlled b\ kQRZledge aQd SUacWice) aQd Whe XnconWrolled secWor
(XQkQRZQ, RU XQbRXQded b\ kQRZledge, VR WhaW bliQd QeceVViW\
hRldV VZa\ RYeU PaQ·V helSleVVQeVV aQd igQRUaQce). IW iV iQ eYeU\da\
life aQd eYeU\da\ life alRQe WhaW WhRVe iQWeUSeQeWUaWiRQV Zhich
ShilRVRSheUV aQd ShilRVRSh\ deɹQe iQ geQeUal aQd abVWUacW WeUPV
aUe cRQcUeWel\ Ueali]ed. ThXV ZheQ Whe ShilRVRSheU WXUQV back
WRZaUdV Ueal life, geQeUal cRQceSWV Zhich haYe beeQ ZRUked RXW b\
PeaQV Rf a highl\ VSeciali]ed acWiYiW\ aQd abVWUacWed fURP eYeU\da\
life aUe QRW lRVW. OQ Whe cRQWUaU\, Whe\ Wake RQ a QeZ PeaQiQg fRU
liYed e[SeUieQce. The ShilRVRSheU diVcRYeUV WhaW e[ceSWiRQal
acWiYiWieV beQeɹW fURP Whe UichQeVV acTXiUed RQ Whe leYel Rf eYeU\da\
life; VRPeWiPeV Whe\ cRQWUibXWe WR WhaW UichQeVV, aW RWheU WiPeV Whe\
SUe\ XSRQ iW aQd VXck iW dU\; Whe\ dR QRW SURdXce iW. IW iV iQ aQd
WhURXgh eYeU\da\ life WhaW RUgaQV (e\eV, geQiWalV) aUe hXPaQi]ed.
The\ haYe beeQ WUaQVfRUPed b\ hiVWRU\, b\ ZRUk, b\ VRcial life aQd
cXlWXUe. ThiV WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ RSeUaWeV iQ Whe eYeU\da\ UealP, iW ɻRZV
fURP Whe eYeU\da\ aQd cRQclXdeV ZiWhiQ iW. OWheUZiVe iW caQQRW
e[iVW.

HeUe Whe fXQdaPeQWal QRWiRQ becRPeV aSSURSUiaWiRQ, a
ShilRVRShical QRWiRQ Zhich MaU[ e[WUacWed fURP Whe ZRUk Rf Whe
ecRQRPiVWV, aQd cUiWici]ed; he WheQ iQWegUaWed QRWiRQ aQd cUiWiciVP
aQd iQcRUSRUaWed WheP iQ Whe WheRU\ Rf CaSiWal aQd SURSeUW\, bXW
ZiWhRXW eYeU fXll\ deYelRSiQg WheP. ThURXgh VRcial SUacWice, PaQ
aSSURSUiaWeV QaWXUe (aQ elePeQWaU\ WheViV Rf MaU[iVP); he alVR
aSSURSUiaWeV his oZn naWXre. ThXV Whe hXPaQ e\e iV QR lRQgeU Whe
RUgaQ ZiWh Zhich aQ aQiPal, QeUYRXV RU UeSleWe, alZa\V RQ Whe lRRk-
RXW, e[SlRUeV a QaWXUe eYeU ɹlled ZiWh daQgeU, eYeU ɹlled ZiWh SUe\.
IW becRPeV Whe PediaWRU beWZeeQ a cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd a fRUPed,
ZelcRPiQg ZRUld. B\ WhXV becRPiQg a PeaQV, iW becRPeV aQ eQd:
jR\, UeVW, fXlɹlPeQW. AQd cRPPXQicaWiRQ.

ReVW caQ RQl\ be UegaUded ViPSl\ aV aQ iQWeUUXSWiRQ Rf acWiYiW\ ²
RU Whe RSSRViWe Rf acWiYiW\ ² iQ a fUagPeQWed aQd alieQaWed life, aQd



ZiWhiQ a QRQ-dialecWical cRQceSWiRQ Rf life. IQ facW, Whe WRWaliW\ Rf Whe
cRQVciRXV beiQg ² eYeQ Zhile he iV UeVWiQg, eYeQ iQ hiV e[ceSWiRQal
acWiYiWieV ² beQeɹWV fURP ZRUk, iWVelf cRQVideUed aV a WRWal acWiYiW\,
iQ RWheU ZRUdV aV Whe SRZeU Rf PaQ RYeU QaWXUe (aQd hiV RZQ
QaWXUe).

MaWeUial labRXU (WR Zhich iQWellecWXal ZRUk cRQWUibXWeV Whe
eVVeQWial WRRlV ² WechQiTXeV, cRQceSWV, kQRZledge) cUeaWeV prodXcWs.
SRPe Rf WheVe SURdXcWV aUe PeaQV Rf SURdXcWiRQ, RWheUV aUe RbjecWV
RU cRQVXPeU gRRdV. TakeQ WRgeWheU, SURdXcWV aQd ZRUkV Pake XS
Whe ¶hXPaQ ZRUld·. BXW ZheUe aQd iQ ZhaW VSheUe iV Whe UelaWiRQ
beWZeeQ liYiQg PeQ aQd RbjecWV Rf cRQVXPSWiRQ acWXali]ed? WheUe
dR Whe\ becRPe goods iQ Whe cRQcUeWe VeQVe Rf Whe WeUP? HRZ aUe
Whe\ appropriaWed? IQ eYeU\da\ life, WhaW VSheUe ZheUe QeedV aQd
gRRdV PeeW.102 AQd \eW, ZheUe dR QeedV cRPe fURP? WheUe aUe Whe\
fRUPed? HRZ? AQd hRZ dR Whe\ ɹQd ZhaW Whe\ aUe lRRkiQg fRU? DR
QeedV Pake XS a V\VWeP? IV WheUe a ¶V\VWeP Rf QeedV· RU a VWUXcWXUe
Rf QeedV? WhaW iV WhiV VWUXcWXUe?

AlRQgVide Whe VcieQWiɹc VWXd\ Rf Whe UelaWiRQV Rf SURdXcWiRQ Zhich
iV Whe SURYiQce Rf SRliWical ecRQRP\, WheUe iV WhXV a Slace fRU a
cRQcUeWe VWXd\ Rf appropriaWion: fRU a WheRU\ Rf QeedV. SXch a VWXd\
eQfRldV ShilRVRShical cRQceSWV aQd PakeV WheP cRQcUeWe; iQ a VeQVe
iW UeQeZV ShilRVRSh\ b\ bUiQgiQg iW back iQWR Whe VSheUe Rf Ueal life
aQd Whe eYeU\da\ ZiWhRXW allRZiQg iW WR diVaSSeaU ZiWhiQ iW. BXW iW
alVR belRQgV WR a VSeciɹc VcieQce Zhich Ze haYe called sociolog\.

The VRcial UelaWiRQ beWZeeQ iQdiYidXalV aQd SURdXcWV (aQd ZRUkV)
ePbRdieV PRdaliWieV aQd YaUiRXV aVSecWV Zhich caQ be diVWiQgXiVhed
b\ aQal\ViV. IW caQQRW be UedXced WR Whe ecRQRPic VWXd\ Rf Whe
SURceVVeV Rf SURdXcWiRQ aQd ciUcXlaWiRQ (RU aV YXlgaU ecRQRPicV haV
iW: diVWUibXWiRQ). IW iQYRlYeV a VRciRlRg\ aQd eYeQ a SV\chRlRg\. IW
haV ideRlRgical, cXlWXUal aQd eYeQ eWhical aVSecWV Zhich Whe
ecRQRPiVW Pa\ gliPSVe bXW Zhich he iV XQable WR gUaVS. The QRWiRQV
Rf need aQd Rf good aʃecW SRliWical ecRQRP\ RQ Whe RQe haQd, aQd
eWhicV, Whe WheRU\ Rf VRcial claVVeV, Whe cUiWiTXe Rf VRcieW\ aQd Whe
deɹQiWiRQ Rf VRcieW\, cXlWXUe aQd ciYili]aWiRQ RQ Whe RWheU. ThXV Whe\
aʃecW cRQcUeWe ShilRVRSh\.



Therefore Ze need Wo deYelop Whe noWion of need and Wo formXlaWe a
Wheor\ of needs. ThiV Zill be RQe Rf Whe aiPV Rf Whe Qe[W YRlXPe Rf
WhiV CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life.

EYeU\da\ life, iQ a VeQVe UeVidXal, deɹQed b\ ¶ZhaW iV lefW RYeU·
afWeU all diVWiQcW, VXSeUiRU, VSeciali]ed, VWUXcWXUed acWiYiWieV haYe
beeQ ViQgled RXW b\ aQal\ViV, PXVW be deɹQed aV a WRWaliW\.
CRQVideUed iQ WheiU VSeciali]aWiRQ aQd WheiU WechQicaliW\, VXSeUiRU
acWiYiWieV leaYe a ¶WechQical YacXXP· beWZeeQ RQe aQRWheU Zhich iV
ɹlled XS b\ eYeU\da\ life. EYeU\da\ life iV SURfRXQdl\ UelaWed WR all
acWiYiWieV, aQd eQcRPSaVVeV WheP ZiWh all WheiU diʃeUeQceV aQd WheiU
cRQɻicWV; iW iV WheiU PeeWiQg Slace, WheiU bRQd, WheiU cRPPRQ gURXQd.
AQd iW iV iQ eYeU\da\ life WhaW Whe VXP WRWal Rf UelaWiRQV Zhich Pake
Whe hXPaQ ² aQd eYeU\ hXPaQ beiQg ² a ZhRle WakeV iWV VhaSe aQd
iWV fRUP. IQ iW aUe e[SUeVVed aQd fXlɹlled WhRVe UelaWiRQV Zhich bUiQg
iQWR Sla\ Whe WRWaliW\ Rf Whe Ueal, albeiW iQ a ceUWaiQ PaQQeU Zhich iV
alZa\V SaUWial aQd iQcRPSleWe: fUieQdVhiS, cRPUadeVhiS, lRYe, Whe
Qeed WR cRPPXQicaWe, Sla\, eWc.

The VXbVWaQce Rf eYeU\da\ life ² ¶hXPaQ UaZ PaWeUial· iQ iWV
ViPSliciW\ aQd UichQeVV ² SieUceV WhURXgh all alieQaWiRQ aQd
eVWabliVheV ¶diValieQaWiRQ·. If Ze Wake Whe ZRUdV ¶hXPaQ QaWXUe·
dialecWicall\ aQd iQ WheiU fXll PeaQiQg, Ze Pa\ Va\ WhaW Whe cUiWiTXe
Rf eYeU\da\ life VWXdieV hXPaQ QaWXUe iQ iWV cRQcUeWeQeVV.

SR WheQ hRZ aUe Ze WR deɹQe Whe fXQcWiRQ Rf Whe ShilRVRSheU?
Will ShilRVRSh\ VWill UeWaiQ a PeaQiQg aV a VSeciali]ed acWiYiW\?

YeV, iW Zill. OQce Whe ShilRVRSheU iV commiWWed Wo life, he Zill
ZaWch RYeU iWV PeaQiQg aQd iWV deYelRSPeQW fURP ZiWhiQ. He Zill
QRW VeW hiPVelf XS abRYe Whe eYeU\da\, iQ Whe VSheUe Rf e[ceSWiRQal
acWiYiWieV, iQ Whe dRPaiQ Rf ideRlRgieV aQd Rf Whe SWaWe. AW Whe YeU\
heaUW Rf Whe eYeU\da\, he Zill diVcRYeU ZhaW iV hiQdeUiQg RU blRckiQg
Whe PaUch fRUZaUd. He Zill UePaiQ a ZiWQeVV WR alieQaWiRQV, aQd
WheiU jXdge. KeeSiQg hiV Yigil b\ QighW aQd da\, Whe ShilRVRSheU Zill
QRW be VaWiVɹed ViPSl\ WR VWXd\ Whe deYelRSPeQW Rf ¶hXPaQ QaWXUe·;
he Zill ZaQW WR helS iW, QegaWiYel\ aW leaVW ² bXW Whe QegaWiYe iV alVR
SRViWiYe ² b\ UePRYiQg ZhaWeYeU Pa\ RbVWUXcW iWV fUagile VeedV. AQd
Whe PRUe life iV iQ jeRSaUd\, Whe PRUe YigilaQW he Zill be. AQ RYeUall
SicWXUe Rf Whe XQiYeUVe? A cRVPRlRg\? AQ RQWRlRg\? A WheRU\ Rf



kQRZledge? IW iV QRW RQ VXch a WUadiWiRQal leYel WhaW Whe ShilRVRSheU
Zill UediVcRYeU hiV lRVW cRQcUeWe XQiYeUValiW\. TR UediVcRYeU iW he
PXVW cRQfURQW lRRPiQg alieQaWiRQV aV a cUiWic aQd aQ iPSlacable
eQeP\. WheUeYeU Whe\ cRPe fURP.

ThiV dXW\ haV iWV daQgeUV, bRWh fRU Whe ShilRVRSheU aV iQdiYidXal,
aQd alVR fRU Whe eʃecWiYeQeVV Rf hiV URle, iQ WhaW iW Zill alZa\V UXQ
Whe UiVk Rf WXUQiQg iQWR aQ abeUUaQW acWiYiW\ aQd aQ iUUeleYaQW b\-
SURdXcW The ShilRVRSheU PXVW acceSW WheVe UiVkV. The cUiWiTXe Rf
eYeU\da\ life dReV QRW PeaQ e[ePSWiRQ fURP Velf-cUiWiciVP.

IX Plans and Programme for the Future

IQ SUiQciSle WhiV SUeVeQW YRlXPe ZaV RQl\ iQWeQded aV aQ
iQWURdXcWiRQ WR Whe CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life.

The ɹUVW dUafW Rf Whe VecRQd YRlXPe ZaV abaQdRQed fRU a QXPbeU
Rf UeaVRQV.103

The VecRQd YRlXPe ZaV iQWeQded WR iQclXde a PeWhRdical VWXd\ Rf
liWWle Pagic VSellV iQ eYeU\da\ life: ZRUdV, Va\iQgV, iQWeUjecWiRQV ²
faPiliaU geVWXUeV, UiWXalV ² PiQRU VXSeUVWiWiRQV, aUchaiVPV, cRXQWleVV
UelicV Rf ideRlRgieV aQd cXVWRPV ZhRVe ¶baVe· haV diVaSSeaUed. TheVe
deWailed RbVeUYaWiRQV ZeUe WR haYe beeQ Whe VWaUWiQg SRiQW fRU aQ
aQal\ViV Rf P\WhV aQd UePaiQV Rf P\WhV iQ ePRWiRQal, eURWic aQd
VeQVXal life, aQd eYeQ PRUe geQeUall\ iQ iPageV Rf Whe cRVPRV, aV
Zell aV iQ Whe VSheUe Rf hXPaQ UelaWiRQV iQ geQeUal, iQ liWeUaWXUe
(iQclXdiQg bad liWeUaWXUe, PelRdUaPa, VeUialV), RQ Whe UadiR, eWc.

The SlaQ had RQe VeUiRXV dUaZback: Whe e[WeUQal ² aQd WheUefRUe
aUbiWUaU\ ² Za\ iW ZaV V\VWePaWi]ed. The bRRk UaQ Whe UiVk Rf
becRPiQg a ZRUk Rf ShilRVRSh\ UaWheU WhaQ a Siece Rf cRQcUeWe
VRciRlRgical UeVeaUch.

OQe ɹQe da\, RQce I had becRPe aZaUe Rf WhiV RbjecWiRQ aQd Whe
UiVk iQYRlYed, I Ueali]ed WhaW I had aW P\ diVSRVal a YaVW aPRXQW Rf
PaWeUial iQ Zhich P\ RbjecW Rf VWXd\ ZaV cRQcUeWel\ ePbRdied: Whe
romanWic press, Whe VR-called Zomen·s SUeVV. IQ iW Ze ɹQd VXUYiYalV,
VXSeUVWiWiRQV, UiWXalV, P\WhV aQd PRdeUQ P\WhRlRg\, fRUPXlaWed aQd
V\VWePaWi]ed iQ accRUdaQce ZiWh QeZ (aQd RbVcXUe) QeedV; aQd WhaW



iQ Whe fXllQeVV Rf Whe eYeU\da\, iQ a diUecW e[SUeVViRQ Rf Whe
SUeRccXSaWiRQV aQd aVSiUaWiRQV Rf Whe PRVW iPPediaWel\ SUacWical
kiQd Rf eYeU\da\ life. MRUeRYeU, WhiV SUeVV UeSUeVeQWV aQ
e[WUaRUdiQaU\ VRciRlRgical facW, Zhich cUieV RXW WR be aQal\Ved. IW iV
SUeciVel\ RYeU Whe laVW WeQ \eaUV WhaW iW haV achieYed iWV ZRUld-Zide
VXcceVV aQd iPSRUWaQce. IQ FUaQce iWV WhUee PilliRQ cRSieV SeU Zeek
aUe Uead b\ WeQ PilliRQ ZRPeQ (aQd PeQ «). WhaW dReV WhiV
eQRUPRXV VXcceVV PeaQ? WhaW QeZ Qeed dReV iW UeYeal? IV iW
SURfRXQd RU VXSeUɹcial, Yalid RU VSXUiRXV? WhaW VWUXcWXUe Rf
cRQVciRXVQeVV dReV iW UeYeal? WhaW cRQWeQWV?

ThXV Whe VecRQd YRlXPe Rf CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life Zill iQclXde:

(a) aQ aWWePSW aW a Wheor\ of needs Zhich Zill deYelRS Whe
RbVeUYaWiRQV iQclXded heUe, aQd iQ Whe ZRUkV Rf cRQWePSRUaU\
VRciRlRgiVWV, ecRQRPiVWV aQd dePRgUaSheUV;

(b) aQ anal\sis of Whe romanWic press, QRW RQ Whe ecRQRPic leYel, aV
a cRPPeUcial RUgaQi]aWiRQ, bXW RQ Whe sociological leYel (aQ aQal\ViV
Rf Whe fRUPal VWUXcWXUeV Rf cRQVciRXVQeVV, Rf ideRlRgieV, aQd PRUe
SURfRXQdl\ Rf Whe cRQWeQWV aQd Whe QeedV iQ VR faU aV RQe caQ gUaVS
WheP WhURXgh WheiU SXblic e[SUeVViRQ);

(c) Whe RXWliQe Rf aQ aQal\ViV Rf class UelaWiRQV aQd aWWiWXdeV iQ
eYeU\da\ life ² Rf Whe cRQWeQWV aQd QeedV Zhich WheVe aWWiWXdeV aQd
cRQɻicWV UeYeal.

ObYiRXVl\ I Zill QRW be able WR iVRlaWe WheVe diʃeUeQW ¶chaSWeUV·.
MRUeRYeU, Whe ɹQal VecWiRQ ² RQ claVV UelaWiRQV ² cRXld becRPe Whe
VXbjecW Rf a VSecial YRlXPe if iW aW laVW becaPe SRVVible WR caUU\ RXW
SUeciVe, cRQcUeWe aQd bURad-baVed VXUYe\V iQ FUaQce.104

Paris, December 1956 Wo FebrXar\ 1957
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Brief Notes on some Well-Trodden Ground

NXPbeUV haYe lRVW QRWhiQg Rf WheiU P\VWical glaPRXU. BeWZeeQ 1880
aQd 1900, iQ a cRQfXViRQ ZRUWh\ Rf Whe SaQic Zhich gUeeWed Whe \eaU
1000, PRVW aUWiVWV aQd ZUiWeUV cRQVideUed WhePVelYeV WR be ¶ɹQ de
Viqcle· aQd ¶decadeQW·. B\ Whe VaPe cRQfXViRQ Whe ZUiWeUV ZhR
aSSeaUed RQ Whe liWeUaU\ VceQe afWeU Whe 1900 E[hibiWiRQ VliSSed
eʃRUWleVVl\ iQWR Whe URle Rf UeQRYaWRUV. FRU Whe SXblic, aQd iQ WheiU
RZQ e\eV, Whe\ UeSUeVeQWed Whe ¶NeZ CeQWXU\·. DecadeQce ZaV QR
lRQgeU iQ faVhiRQ.

BXW decadeQce VWRSSed beiQg a faVhiRQ aW Whe YeU\ PRPeQW iW ZaV
becRPiQg a UealiW\, ZheQ VR-called ¶PRdeUQ· ciYili]aWiRQ ZaV
eQWeUiQg iWV cRQYXlViYe deaWh-WhUReV. PeacefXll\ aQd bliVVfXll\
QXUWXUed dXUiQg Whe \eaUV befRUe Whe FiUVW WRUld WaU, WhiV ¶NeZ
CeQWXU\· geQeUaWiRQ ZaV QeYeUWheleVV able WR dRPiQaWe Whe
WRUPeQWed WiPeV Zhich fRllRZed, aQd aW WhiV PRPeQW iQ WiPe (1945)
iW iV VWill SeddliQg iWV ¶YalXeV· ² VR WhaW fRU PRUe WhaQ half a ceQWXU\
FUaQce haV VXʃeUed a ¶VSiUiWXall\· VWXlWif\iQg cRQWiQXiW\ iQ Zhich
XQWil QRZ ZaUV aQd defeaWV haYe VeePed PeUe eSiVRdeV, XQWURXbliQg
WR ShiliVWiQe aQd aeVWheWe alike.

TR WhiV geQeUaWiRQ Ze RZe a ceUWaiQ ZRUldl\ aZareness. AlWhRXgh
Ze haYe becRPe e[WUePel\ c\nical, RQ Whe SRViWiYe Vide Ze Vee
WhiQgV PRUe VhaUSl\, PRUe lXcidl\, aQd Ze haYe UeɹQed RXU
iQWellecWXal aQd liWeUaU\ WechQiTXeV.



MRVW Rf Whe ShaUiVeeV Rf SRliWical aQd VRcial life cRPe fURP Whe
SeWW\ bRXUgeRiVie: aV RSSUeVVRU RU YicWiP, Whe SeWW\ bRXUgeRiV likeV
ViWXaWiRQV he caQ YiQdicaWe. B\ 1900 (aQd Whe cRiQcideQce beWZeeQ
Whe QXPbeU aQd Whe hiVWRUical VigQiɹcaQce Rf Whe daWe iV SXUel\
fRUWXiWRXV) Whe haXWe bRXUgeRiVie QR lRQgeU Qeeded WR YiQdicaWe iWV
SRliWical acWiRQV WR iWVelf (alWhRXgh iW VWill kQeZ hRZ WR SXll RXW all
Whe VWRSV ZheQ UeheaUViQg Whe gaPXW Rf iWV ¶YalXeV·), aQd iW ZRQ a
deciViYe YicWRU\ RYeU Whe SeWW\ bRXUgeRiVie, Zhich ceaVed WR Sla\
aQ\ deWeUPiQiQg SRliWical URle.

The PiQdV Rf Whe SeWW\ bRXUgeRiV ZeUe cUaPPed ZiWh SUejXdice,
bRUedRP, idealV. BXW afWeU 1900 iPPRUaliVP becaPe Whe RUdeU Rf Whe
da\. IW ZaV iPPRUaliVP, QRW Whe iQYeQWiRQ Rf a QeZ PRUaliW\, WhaW
UeSlaced RXWgURZQ PRUal caWegRUieV. TR a ceUWaiQ e[WeQW TXeVWiRQV Rf
Ve[XaliW\ becaPe leVV VhURXded iQ VecUec\. ClaUiW\ aQd abVWUacWiRQ
WRRk RYeU fURP SUeachiQg. A kiQd Rf iQWellecWXali]ed VeQVXaliW\ Pade
iWV aSSeaUaQce; iQWellecWXalV aQd aeVWheWeV begaQ WR diVcRYeU ² aQd
WR diViQWeUeVWed e\eV Whe VSecWacle ZaV RQe Rf high cRPed\ ² WhaW
Whe\ cRXld be WhiUVW\, WhaW Whe\ cRXld be hXQgU\, WhaW Whe\ cRXld feel
deViUe. ThiV diVcRYeU\ ZaV gUeeWed ZiWh dePRQVWUaWiRQV Rf jR\fXl aQd
ePRWiRQal VXUSUiVe: SReWic h\PQV WR WhiUVW, WR hXQgeU, WR deViUe, WR
fRXQWaiQV, WR WaYeUQV, WR fUXiWV Rf Whe eaUWh¬«1

AW Whe VaPe WiPe, fURP iWV YeU\ begiQQiQgV Whe eUa Rf ɹQaQce
caSiWaliVP ZaV chaUacWeUi]ed b\ Whe e[WUePe abXQdaQce Rf XQɹ[ed
caSiWal RQ Whe PRYe, VeekiQg iQYeVWPeQWV ² RU aYRidiQg WheP iQ a
VeUieV Rf e[odXses, VRPe XQRbWUXViYe, VRPe WXUbXleQW, WRZaUdV VRPe
Vafe haYeQ.

ThiV ZealWh Rf aYailabiliWieV, ZheWheU SecXQiaU\ RU hXPaQ, SURYed
YeU\ SURɹWable fRU Whe liWeUaU\ hackV aQd Whe aUWiVWV. ShRUWl\ afWeU
1900 Whe bRRP iQ SaiQWiQgV, UaUe bRRkV aQd lX[XU\ ediWiRQV
cRiQcided ZiWh a UeYiYal iQ VQRbbeU\. WUiWeUV aQd aUWiVWV begaQ WR
ɹQd life PRUe beaXWifXl, PRUe ¶fUee·. AlPRVW WRWall\ iQdiʃeUeQW WR Whe
facW WhaW Whe\ ZeUe SXWWiQg WhePVelYeV XS fRU Vale alRQg ZiWh WheiU
ZRUkV ² WheiUV ZaV aQ alieQaWed cRQVciRXVQeVV WUaQVfRUPed iQWR
cRPPRdiWieV ZiWhRXW WheiU eYeQ kQRZiQg iW ² Whe\ diVUegaUded Whe
WeUUible eYeQWV Zhich ZeUe lRRPiQg RQ Whe hRUi]RQ, eYeQ aQd abRYe
all ZheQ Whe\ bURXghW Whe QeZ, abVWUacW, PeWaSh\Vical WhePeV Rf



¶adYeQWXUe· aQd ¶UiVk· WR Whe fRUe. IW iV Rf liWWle iPSRUWaQce heUe
ZheWheU RU QRW Ze ZRXld deeP WhiV iUUeVSRQVible. The iPSRUWaQW
WhiQg iV WR eVWabliVh WhaW Whe XQdeUl\iQg WhePeV had QRW chaQged,
aQd WhaW Whe liWeUaU\ WZeQWieWh ceQWXU\ iV a P\Wh, aQ illXViRQ. Had
Whe WhePeV Rf adYeQWXUe, UiVk, iPPRUaliVP aQd Ve[Xal fUeedRP iQ
aQ\ Za\ PRdiɹed WhRVe faU PRUe VeUiRXV aQd WeQaciRXV WhePeV aQd
UealiWieV ² SeVViPiVP, dRXbW, ZeaUiQeVV, deVSaiU, lRQeliQeVV ² Zhich
ɹUVW aSSeaUed iQ RXU liWeUaWXUe WRZaUdV Whe Piddle Rf Whe QiQeWeeQWh
ceQWXU\? NR, RQ Whe cRQWUaU\, iQ Whe ¶QeZ· cliPaWe Rf dU\ lXcidiW\,
iPSURYed YeUbal WechQiTXe aQd ic\ c\QiciVP, Whe UeVRQaQce Rf WheVe
WhePeV PeUel\ gUeZ VWURQgeU, deeSeU aQd PRUe cleaU-cXW. WhaW dReV
Whe WhePe Rf adYeQWXUe Ueall\ iPSl\? The diVVRlXWiRQ Rf VRcial
UelaWiRQV iQ decadeQW caSiWaliVW VRcieW\.

If he aYRidV cRPSliciW\ iQ Whe deceSWiRQV, Whe cRPSlaceQW RSWical
illXViRQV, Whe Velf-iQWeUeVWed PXWXal cRQgUaWXlaWiRQV aQd Whe
SRVWXUiQgV Rf cUiWicV ZhR SURQRXQce RQ Whe ¶iPSRUWaQce· Rf ZRUkV
Zhich haYe RQl\ beeQ RXW a Zeek, Whe RbjecWiYe cUiWic Zill be able WR
XQUaYel Whe deeSeU QeWZRUk Rf WhePeV l\iQg beQeaWh Whe VXUface
decRUaWiRQV. HiV cRQclXViRQ Zill be WhaW:

Whe liWerar\ and ¶spiriWXal· nineWeenWh cenWXr\ began ZiWh NerYal and BaXdelaire and FlaXberW.
RomanWicism goes back Wo RoXsseaX ZiWh his senWimenWal rheWoric and an indiYidXalism Zhich
he coXld sWill be complacenW aboXW, since iW perceiYed no barrier beWZeen iWself, naWXre and Whe
diYine, and since iW had noW been serioXsl\ WesWed as \eW b\ loneliness and angXish. SWendhal Woo
Zas an eighWeenWh-cenWXr\ man, opWimisWic and fXll of conɹdence in mankind, naWXre and Whe
naWXral. WiWh BaXdelaire and FlaXberW Ze enWer anoWher era, in Zhich Ze are sWill liYing¬«

AccRUdiQg WR WhiV RbjecWiYe cUiWiTXe, ZhaW aUe Whe chaUacWeUiVWic
WhePeV Rf WhaW iQWelligeQW bXW VRPbUe QiQeWeeQWh ceQWXU\? We Zill
liPiW RXUVelYeV WR WhUee, RQl\ RQe Rf Zhich ² Whe WhiUd ² Qeed
cRQceUQ XV heUe, aQd all Rf Zhich aUe liQked b\ PRUe WhaQ RQe
SaiQfXl WhUead.

THE THEME OF FAILURE AND DEFEAT
Cf. SenWimenWal EdXcaWion, ¶FXVpeV·,2 ¶M\ HeaUW Laid BaUe·, eWc.

THE THEME OF DUALITY
SSleeQ aQd ideal, acWiRQ aQd dUeaP, ɻeVh aQd VRXl, eWc.3



THE THEME OF THE MARVELLOUS
Under Whe banner of Whe marYelloXs, nineWeenWh-cenWXr\ liWeraWXre
moXnWed a sXsWained aWWack on eYer\da\ life Zhich has conWinXed
XnabaWed Xp Wo Whe presenW da\. The aiP iV WR dePRWe iW, WR diVcUediW iW.
AlWhRXgh Whe dXaliW\ beWZeeQ Whe PaUYellRXV aQd Whe eYeU\da\ iV
jXVW aV SaiQfXl aV Whe dXaliW\ beWZeeQ acWiRQ aQd dUeaP, Whe Ueal aQd
Whe ideal ² aQd alWhRXgh iW iV aQ XQdeUl\iQg UeaVRQ fRU Whe failXUeV
aQd defeaWV Zhich VR PaQ\ ZRUkV deSlRUe ² QiQeWeeQWh-ceQWXU\ PaQ
VeePed WR igQRUe WhiV, aQd cRQWiQXed RbVWiQaWel\ WR beliWWle Ueal life,
Whe ZRUld ¶aV iW iV·.

IW ZaV ChaWeaXbUiaQd ZhR iQYeQWed ¶Whe ChUiVWiaQ PaUYellRXV·,4
Zhich ZaV aV cRldl\ acadePic aV Whe aQWiTXe PaUYellRXV had
becRPe, cRQVWUXcWed aV iW ZaV Rf gRdV bRUURZed fURP HRPeU·V
SaQWheRQ. TheQ caPe RRPaQWiciVP, Zhich had WR Pake dR ZiWh a
PediRcUe cRPSeQdiXP Rf ZiWcheV, ghRVWV aQd YaPSiUeV, Rf
PRRQlighW aQd UXiQed caVWleV, a YaVW SeWW\-bRXUgeRiV Za[ZRUkV. IW
UePaiQed fRU VicWRU HXgR WR iQYeQW Whe PRVW iQeSW bUaQd Rf Whe
PaUYellRXV \eW, Whe moral, Zhich RQl\ hiV e[WUaRUdiQaU\ SReWic
YiWaliW\ UeVcXed fURP WRWal UiVibiliW\: ¶AV \RX aUe P\ ZiWQeVV, O
PRXQWaiQV clad iQ Whe caQdid SXUiW\ Rf ageleVV VQRZV, I Va\ WhiV PaQ
iV Zicked!·, e[claiPV Whe Aigle dX CaVTXe, iQ a VXddeQ bXUVW Rf
PRUal eQeUg\.5

WiWh BaXdelaiUe, aQd ZiWh hiP alRQe, Whe PaUYellRXV WakeV RQ a
life aQd iQWeQViW\ Zhich ZeUe WRWall\ RUigiQal: WhiV iV becaXVe he
abaQdRQV Whe PeWaSh\Vical aQd PRUal SlaQe WR iPPeUVe hiPVelf iQ
Whe eYeU\da\, Zhich fURP WhaW PRPeQW RQ he Zill deSUecaWe,
cRUURde aQd aWWack, bXW on iWs oZn leYel aQd aV if fURP ZiWhiQ. HiV
iQVighW iQWR PaQ·V failXUeV, hiV dXaliW\, hiV lRQeliQeVV aQd XlWiPaWe
QRWhiQgQeVV iV QRW PeUel\ iQWellecWXal, iW iV iQWeQVel\ Sh\Vical.

Take fRU e[aPSle ¶The PaiQWeU Rf MRdeUQ Life·, Zhich PRUe WhaQ
RQe cRPPeQWaWRU haV ViQgled RXW aV beiQg SaUWicXlaUl\ iPSRUWaQW. IQ
iW BaXdelaiUe aQQRXQceV Whe SUeVeQce iQ each RbjecW ² eYeQ Whe PRVW
faPiliaU ² Rf a VecRQd QaWXUe, abVWUacW, V\PbRlic:

If aQ iPSaUWiall\-PiQded PaQ ZeUe WR lRRk WhURXgh Whe ZhRle UaQge Rf FUeQch faVhiRQV,
RQe afWeU Whe RWheU fURP Whe RUigiQV Rf FUaQce WR Whe SUeVeQW da\¬ «¬ aQd if WR Whe



illXVWUaWiRQ UeSUeVeQWiQg each age he ZeUe WR add Whe ShilRVRShical WhRXghW Zhich WhaW
age ZaV PaiQl\ SUeRccXSied b\ RU ZRUUied b\, a WhRXghW Zhich Whe illXVWUaWiRQ iQeYiWabl\
UeɻecWV, he ZRXld Vee ZhaW a deeS haUPRQ\ iQfRUPV all Whe bUaQcheV Rf hiVWRU\¬«6

TR BaXdelaiUe Whe XQiW\ Rf Whe ZRUld aSSeaUV iQ Whe QaUURZ,
abVWUacW fRUP Rf Whe V\PbRl hiddeQ behiQd Whe WhiQg. He Va\V
elVeZheUe WhaW beaXW\ alZa\V haV ¶a dRXble cRPSRViWiRQ·.7 ThiV
dXaliW\ Rf aUW iV a cRQVeTXeQce Rf Whe dXaliW\ Rf PaQ: RQ Whe RQe
haQd aQ eWeUQal elePeQW, RQ Whe RWheU a ¶ciUcXPVWaQWial· elePeQW,
Zhich Zill be VeSaUaWel\ RU aW RQe aQd Whe VaPe WiPe ¶Whe SeUiRd, iWV
faVhiRQV, iWV PRUalV aQd iWV aSSeWiWeV·. WheQ Whe eWeUQal aSSeaUV iQ
Whe ciUcXPVWaQWial ² Whe PaUYellRXV iQ Whe faPiliaU ² Whe UeVXlW iV a
beaXWifXl ZRUk Rf aUW. AccRUdiQg WR BaXdelaiUe, ZhR ZURWe Whe
aUWicle aV a eXlRg\ WR hiV ZRUk, CRQVWaQWiQ GX\V had Whe abiliW\ WR
e[WUacW Whe ShaQWaVPagRUical fURP ZiWhiQ QaWXUe.

APRQg Whe YaUiRXV aVSecWV Rf PaQ·V dXaliW\, WhaW Rf aUW aQd QaWXUe
cRUUeVSRQdV WR WhRVe Rf WRZQ aQd cRXQWU\Vide, Pake-XS aQd
XQSaiQWed VkiQ, clRWheV aQd bRd\. The dXaliW\ Rf Whe eWeUQal aQd Whe
ciUcXPVWaQWial, Rf VSiUiW aQd PaWWeU, iV alVR Whe dXaliW\ Rf gRRd aQd
eYil, Rf Whe iQdiYidXal aQd Whe cURZd. BaXdelaiUe, ZhR did QRW
diVcRYeU dXaliW\ aQd ZhR QeYeU SUeWeQded WR haYe dRQe VR, iV
PaiQl\ cRQceUQed ZiWh iQWeQVif\iQg iW XQWil iW UeYealV a VRUW Rf XQiW\
ZiWhiQ iWV e[WUePe aQd SaiQfXl WeQViRQV: a cRQfXVed XQiW\ ² QRW
cRQciliaWiRQ, RU V\QWheViV, RU VXSeUVeVViRQ, bXW PRUe Rf a VchRlaUl\
cRQfXViRQ ZheUe cRQWUadicWiRQV aUe UeVRlYed WhURXgh a SaiQfXl,
UeleQWleVV VWUXggle VR iQWeQVe WhaW iW leaYeV Whe PiQd iQ UXiQV. WhaW
dReV he e[SecW Rf Whe SaiQWeU Rf PRdeUQ life? ThaW he VhRXld
ePbUace Whe hRVWile cURZd, cRQWePSlaWe Whe ¶VWRQe laQdVcaSeV· Rf
gUeaW ciWieV aV WhRXgh Whe\ ZeUe a QeZ QaWXUe aW Whe heaUW Rf aUW aQd
aUWiɹce, WhaW he VhRXld SeUceiYe Whe eWeUQal iQ Whe WUaQViWRU\, aQd
abRYe all iQ Whe PRVW ɻeeWiQg Rf PRPeQWV. He ZaQWV Whe aUWiVW WR
cRQfURQW Whe eYeU\da\ ² aQd eYeQ if QeceVVaU\ WR WeaU WhURXgh iW WR
UeYeal Whe liYiQg VSiUiW eQVhURXded ZiWhiQ, QRW abRYe, RU be\RQd, bXW
ZiWhiQ ² aQd iQ dRiQg VR WR libeUaWe VRPeWhiQg VWUaQge, P\VWeUiRXV
aQd bi]aUUe¬«¬AQd WheQ, cRQfXViQg Whe PRVW diʃeUiQg caWegRUieV aQd
gURXSiQgV, aQd becRPiQg Whe ɹUVW ZUiWeU WR eXlRgi]e PeQWal illQeVV,



BaXdelaiUe callV RQ WhRXghW iWVelf WR VXSSl\ Whe VhRck, Whe Sh\Vical
VSaVP Zhich Zill giYe biUWh WR Whe Bi]aUUe. AQd iQ Whe SURceVV he
UejecWV MaQ, PaWXUiW\, VWUeQgWh, iQ faYRXU Rf Whe P\Wh Rf ChildhRRd,
Zhich iV Whe cRURllaU\ Rf Whe MaUYellRXV:

LeW XV haUk back, if Ze caQ, b\ a UeWURVSecWiYe eʃRUW Rf RXU iPagiQaWiRQV, WR RXU
\RXQgeVW, RXU PRUQiQg iPSUeVViRQV, aQd Ze Vhall UecRgQi]e WhaW Whe\ ZeUe UePaUkabl\
akiQ WR Whe YiYidl\ cRlRXUed iPSUeVViRQV WhaW Ze UeceiYed laWeU afWeU a Sh\Vical
illQeVV¬«¬The child VeeV eYeU\WhiQg aV a QRYelW\; Whe child iV alZa\V ¶dUXQk·« BXW geQiXV
iV QR PRUe WhaQ childhRRd UecaSWXUed aW Zill, childhRRd eTXiSSed QRZ ZiWh PaQ·V
Sh\Vical PeaQV WR e[SUeVV iWVelf, aQd ZiWh Whe aQal\Wical PiQd WhaW eQableV iW WR bUiQg
RUdeU iQWR Whe VXP Rf e[SeUieQce, iQYRlXQWaUil\ aPaVVed. TR WhiV deeS aQd jR\fXl
cXUiRViW\ PXVW be aWWUibXWed WhaW VWaUe, aQiPal-like iQ iWV ecVWaV\, Zhich all childUeQ haYe
ZheQ cRQfURQWed ZiWh VRPeWhiQg QeZ.8

The SRZeU Rf VeeiQg Whe P\VWeU\ WUaced like a ZaWeUPaUk beQeaWh
Whe WUaQVSaUeQW VXUface Rf Whe faPiliaU ZRUld iV RQl\ gUaQWed WR Whe
YiViRQaU\. The AQgel Rf Whe Bi]aUUe PeUel\ bUXVheV Whe VXUface Rf Whe
child·V PiQd, bXW fRU Whe iQYalid RU Whe cRQYaleVceQW he SeQeWUaWeV
Whe YeU\ VRXl, RSeQiQg Whe ZRUld XS WR UeYeal iWV VecUeW WUeaVXUeV. IV
iW aQ illXViRQ, RU iV iW UealiW\ becRPe PRUe Ueal? FRU BaXdelaiUe, aV
\eW, WhiV iV QRW a TXeVWiRQ WhaW QeedV aVkiQg.

All he aVkV iV Whe SleaVXUe, Whe RUgaQi]ed cRQfXViRQ Rf Whe PiQd
Zhich ZRUdV caQ VR delighWfXll\ VXSSl\, SaUWicXlaUl\ ZRUdV Rf
diʃeUeQW QaWXUeV: ¶TheVe gUeaW aQd beaXWifXl VhiSV¬«¬ZiWh WheiU RXW-
Rf-ZRUk, hRPeVick aiU·9 ² ¶SSiUiWXal aQd Sh\Vical SleaVXUe.·10

BaXdelaiUe dePRQVWUaWeV a kiQd Rf dialecWic Rf RSSRViWeV11 Zhich
alZa\V eQdV abRUWiYel\: ¶a VkeWch fRU a l\Uical RU faiU\ e[WUaYagaQce
fRU a SaQWRPiPe¬ «¬ SXSeUQaWXUal, dUeaP-like aWPRVSheUe Rf Whe
greaW da\s. ThaW WheUe VhRXld be VRPeWhiQg lXlliQg, eYeQ VeUeQe, iQ
SaVViRQ. RegiRQV Rf SXUe SReWU\.·12 OU agaiQ: ¶CUXelW\ aQd VeQVXal
SleaVXUe aUe ideQWical.·13 ThiV e[SlaiQV Whe adPiVViRQ: ¶I haYe
cXlWiYaWed P\ h\VWeUia ZiWh delighW aQd WeUURU.·14

IQ WhiV cRQfXViRQ (aW Whe baViV Rf Zhich Ze Pa\ diVceUQ QRW aQ
aQWi-iQWellecWXaliVP, bXW RQ Whe cRQWUaU\ aQ e[ceVV Rf iQWellecWXaliVP,
a ceUebUaliVP, aQ RYeU-e[ciWePeQW Rf Whe PiQd ZheUeb\ he WUied WR



Whink Whe eYeU\da\ ZRUld Rf Whe VeQVeV iQVWead Rf PeUel\ SeUceiYiQg
iW, aQd VR WR XQcRYeU iWV VecRQd, abVWUacW WUXWh), ZRUdV VWill haYe
SRZeU, Whe\ aUe Whe RQl\ UePaiQiQg VXSSRUW, Whe laVW VRcial UealiW\.
IQ BaXdelaiUe Pa\ be fRXQd all Whe fRUPXlae Zhich ZeUe heQcefRUWh
WR becRPe eYeU-UeSeaWed SaVVZRUdV fRU VXcceVViYe claQV Rf WXUbXleQW
aQd QeXURWic SReWV ² bXW fURP hiV SeQ Whe\ haYe aQ hRQeVW\ Zhich
caQ SURdXce VXch WhRXghWV aV ¶RQl\ Whe bUXWe geWV a SURSeU
eUecWiRQ·.15 ¶Of laQgXage aQd ZUiWiQg, cRQVideUed aV Pagical
RSeUaWiRQV¬«·; ¶A Pagic aUW·; Magic ¶aV aSSlied WR¬«¬eYRcaWiRQ·, he
aQQRXQceV iQ ¶M\ HeaUW Laid BaUe·.16 AQd iQ hiV eVVa\V RQ Whe
WheaWUe he iV caUefXl QRW WR fRUgeW ¶dUaPa, Whe PaUYellRXV ² Whe
Pagical aQd Whe URPaQeVTXe·.17

WheQ FlaXbeUW VeW RXW fRU Whe OUieQW ² FlaXbeUW Whe SeWW\
bRXUgeRiV ZhR haWed Whe SeWW\ bRXUgeRiVie (Whe\ all haWed aQd
deVSiVed RQe aQRWheU) ² he ZaV XQaZaUe WhaW Whe jRXUQe\ ZRXld
chaQge QRWhiQg, WhaW he ZRXld eQd XS RQce PRUe liYiQg RQ hiV
SUiYaWe iQcRPe iQ VRPe SURYiQcial backZaWeU ² ZiWh hiV ageiQg
PRWheU ² aQd ZiWh QRWhiQg WR VhRZ fRU iW bXW RUieQWal bUic-j-bUac
aQd iQciSieQW V\ShiliV ² jXVW aV BaXdelaiUe, WhaW half-VWaUYed
bRhePiaQ clRZQ, liYed ZiWh hiV PePRUieV Rf WURSical iVlaQdV, black
ZRPeQ aQd a SaPSeUed childhRRd. The WhePe Rf failXUe iV QR leVV
SRigQaQW iQ FlaXbeUW·V bRRkV aQd leWWeUV WhaQ iW iV iQ BaXdelaiUe·V
iQWiPaWe QRWebRRkV. FailXUe Rf RQe lRYe, Rf RQe PaQ: SenWimenWal
EdXcaWion; failXUe Rf RQe ZRPaQ, failXUe Rf lRYe iWVelf: Madame
BoYar\. The cRQWUaVW beWZeeQ Whe RUieQWal VSleQdRXU Rf Salammbт
aQd Whe biWWeU, lXdicURXV SUeciViRQ Rf BoXYard and PpcXcheW iV a
VWUikiQg e[aPSle Rf dXaliW\ (eYeQ WhRXgh FlaXbeUW·V geQiXV ZaV QRW
VXɽcieQWl\ lXcid WR Ueali]e iW). ThXV iW iV WhaW FlaXbeUW VhaUeV ZiWh
BaXdelaiUe Whe WhaQkleVV diVWiQcWiRQ Rf haYiQg iQaXgXUaWed Whe
liWeUaU\ QiQeWeeQWh ceQWXU\.

BXW Whe deQXQciaWiRQ Rf UealiW\ aQd iWV WUaQVSRViWiRQ iQWR liWeUaU\
WhePeV ² iQ SaUWicXlaU childhRRd illQeVV aQd Whe diVVRlXWiRQ fURP
ZiWhiQ Rf a W\Se Rf iQdiYidXaliW\ Zhich cRUUeVSRQdV WR VR-called
¶PRdeUQ iQdiYidXaliVP· ² dReV QRW cRQceUQ XV fRU Whe PRPeQW. The
call WR XQcRQVciRXV, elePeQWal, SUiPiWiYe fRUceV Zhich ZeUe
VXSSRVedl\ caSable Rf fUeeiQg WhiV iQdiYidXaliW\ fURP iWV iPSaVVe b\



RʃeUiQg iW a cRQWeQW aQd a PeaQiQg aQd UeYealiQg hiddeQ ¶deSWhV·
ZaV bXW RQe aVSecW Rf iWV deca\.

AfWeU BaXdelaiUe, afWeU FlaXbeUW, liWeUaWXUe becaPe iQcUeaViQgl\
iQYRlYed iQ ceUebUaliVP aQd h\SeU-iQWellecWXaliW\.18 TheUe ZaV QR
Qeed fRU RiPbaXd WR UeWXUQ WR childhRRd: he ZaV a geQiXV aV a child,
aQd ZheQ he ZaV QR lRQgeU a child, Whe geQiXV lefW hiP. He QeYeU
Ueached PaWXUiW\, Whe VSheUe Rf diVWiQcWiRQV beWZeeQ iQWelligeQce
aQd UeaVRQ, Whe VeQVeV aQd Whe PiQd, WhiQgV aQd cRQceSWV.

IW haV beeQ Vaid WiPe aQd WiPe agaiQ WhaW RiPbaXd ² like PaQ\
childUeQ ² SUacWiVed ViPSle hallXciQaWiRQ. He SReWici]eV Whe Ueal b\
diUecWl\ VeeiQg RQe WhiQg iQ Whe Slace Rf aQRWheU. WheUe hiV e\eV
SeUceiYe faceV, clRXdV RU laQdVcaSeV, he ¶VeeV· aQiPalV, aQgelV,
iQcUedible ciWieV. He caVWV aVide aQ\ halfZa\ VWageV beWZeeQ Whe
WhiQg aQd Whe RWheU WhiQg (Whe iPage). He eliPiQaWeV Whe
cRPSaUaWiYe cRQjXQcWiRQ Zhich ZaV WUadiWiRQall\ XVed iQ claVVical
aQd URPaQWic ZUiWiQg WR iQWURdXce PeWaShRUV, ViPileV aQd ¶iPageV·.
WiWh RiPbaXd Whe ZRUd ¶iPage· WakeV RQ a QeZ PeaQiQg, ZRUkiQg
RQ WZR leYelV, WhaW Rf Whe VeQVeV aQd WhaW Rf Whe PiQd RU Whe dUeaP.
IQ WhiV heighWeQed cRQfXViRQ Rf Whe abVWUacW aQd Whe cRQcUeWe,
V\PbRl aQd VeQVaWiRQ aUe QR lRQgeU diVWiQgXiVhable, alWhRXgh
RiPbaXd·V V\PbRlV aUe VR iQWellecWXall\ UeɹQed WhaW Whe\ Wake RQ a
PeWaSh\Vical diPeQViRQ; aQd he ideQWiɹeV hiPVelf bRldl\ ZiWh Whe
WhiQg, ZiWh Whe V\PbRl: ¶SZeeWeU WhaQ Whe ɻeVh Rf VRXU aSSleV WR
childUeQ, Whe gUeeQ ZaWeU SeQeWUaWed P\ SiQeZRRd hXll¬ «¬ aQd
VRPeWiPeV I VaZ ZhaW PeQ WhRXghW Whe\ VaZ¬«·19

IQ WhiV Za\ ¶The PReW becRPeV a VeeU b\ a lRQg, SURdigiRXV aQd
UaWiRQal diVRUdeUiQg Rf all Whe VeQVeV¬«·20

The SReW VSliWV iQWR WZR, iQWRleUabl\, fRU ¶I iV VRPeRQe elVe·,21 aQd
he kQRZV iW. BXW RQ Whe leYel Rf baVic, Sh\Vical life, aQd iQ cRQfXViRQ
² iQ cXlWiYaWed QeXURViV ² he UegaiQV a kiQd Rf fRUPleVV XQiW\.
¶UQVSeakable WRUWXUe·, aV he callV iW iQ Whe faPRXV leWWeU, ViQce Whe
SReW ¶VeaUcheV hiPVelf aQd cRQVXPeV all Whe SRiVRQV ZiWhiQ·,22 aQd
eYeU\ fRUP Rf VXʃeUiQg aQd PadQeVV.

The alcheP\ WhaQkV WR Zhich Whe Ueal becRPeV WUaQVfRUPed iQWR
SReWU\ b\ PeaQV Rf ZRUdV RSeUaWeV RQ Whe leYel Rf eYeU\da\ UealiW\.
AQd iQ Whe Songs of Maldoror, iW iV SUeciVel\ Whe XQe[SecWed



jX[WaSRViWiRQ Rf WZR faPiliaU RbjecWV ² fRU e[aPSle aQ XPbUella aQd
a VeZiQg PachiQe RQ aQ RSeUaWiQg Wable ² Zhich SURYRkeV Whe eʃecW
Rf VXUSUiVe, Rf ViPXlWaQeRXV VhRck WR Whe PiQd aQd Whe QeUYRXV
V\VWeP, ZheUeiQ LaXWUpaPRQW diVcRYeUV ZhaW he VWill callV beaXW\.

BXW VXbVeTXeQWl\ Whe PRdeUQ WhePe Rf Whe PaUYellRXV XQdeUZeQW
a cXUiRXV aQd UaWheU cRQfXVed diVaVVRciaWiRQ.

Magic realism23 aWWePSWed WR e[SUeVV Whe P\VWeUiRXV PeaQiQg Rf
Whe Ueal ZRUld iQ a Za\ WhaW ZRXld Pake iW aSSeaU iQVXbVWaQWial, like
a SeUfXPe. ThXV iQ Le Grand MeaXlnes Whe aSSaUeQWl\ WUiYial life Rf a
SeQQileVV VchRRlbR\ gUadXall\ UeYealV a P\VWeU\, a Pagic VSell. IQ
WhiV Za\ Whe Ueal becRPeV ¶WUaQVɹgXUed·, RU, WR SXW iW PRUe ViPSl\,
PRUe decRUaWiYe aQd acceSWable, aW leaVW RQ a liWeUaU\ leYel.

MRUe e[SliciWl\, SXrrealism VeW RXW WR diYeUW iQWeUeVW aZa\ fURP Whe
Ueal aQd, fRllRZiQg RiPbaXd·V lead, WR Pake Whe RWheU ZRUld, Whe
iPagiQaU\ iQɹQiWe, VSUiQg fRUWh fURP ZiWhiQ Whe faPiliaU.

The magic realisWs had UaWheU UeacWiRQaU\ aiPV, ZheUeaV Whe
SXUUealiVWV WhRXghW WhePVelYeV WR be UeYRlXWiRQaUieV, bXW bRWh
VhaUed a cRPPRQ deViUe WR beliWWle Whe Ueal iQ faYRXU Rf Whe Pagical
aQd Whe PaUYellRXV. ThiV cRiQcideQce Rf aiPV, WhiV cRPSliciW\, iV
YeU\ VigQiɹcaQW. IQ each caVe Whe cRQceUWed aWWack diUecWed agaiQVW
eYeU\da\ life aQd hXPaQ UealiW\ iV ideQWical. The SaWhV Rf liWeUaU\
aQd SRliWical UeacWiRQ ² aQd SVeXdR-UeYRlXWiRQ ² haYe cRQYeUged.

¶The PaUYellRXV iV alZa\V beaXWifXl, aQ\WhiQg PaUYellRXV iV
beaXWifXl, iQ facW RQl\ Whe PaUYellRXV iV beaXWifXl·, SURclaiPed
MRQVieXU BUeWRQ iQ Whe FirsW ManifesWo of SXrrealism.24 The WRQe iV
chaUacWeUiVWic: VRlePQ, aXWhRUiWaUiaQ aQd iQWiPidaWiQg ² WR
iPSUeVViRQable adRleVceQWV, WhaW iV. The aiP Rf Whe SXUUealiVWV ZaV WR
eQVXUe WhaW QR fRUP Rf Whe PaUYellRXV ZRXld be QeglecWed. BXW
AQWRQiQ AUWaXd·V SUeface WR hiV WUaQVlaWiRQ Rf MaWWheZ LeZiV·V The
Monk SXWV iW beWWeU WhaQ I eYeU cRXld:

YeV, leW WheP all VliS back RQce agaiQ iQWR WhaW clRVed ZRUld ZheUe, like WheiU e[cUeWa,
RQl\ ZhaW iV RUgaQicall\ aQd VeQVXRXVl\ dePRQVWUable iV Yalid, leW WheP feed Rʃ Whe
URXWiQe deWUiWXV aQd PeQWal e[cUePeQW Rf ZhaW Whe\ call realiW\, fRU P\ SaUW I Zill
cRQWiQXe WR UegaUd The Monk aV aQ eVVeQWial ZRUk, RQe Zhich YigRURXVl\ challeQgeV WhaW
UealiW\, dUaggiQg VRUceUeUV, aSSaUiWiRQV aQd ShaQWRPV befRUe Pe iQ Whe PRVW SeUfecWl\



QaWXUal faVhiRQ, PakiQg Whe VXSeUQaWXUal a UealiW\ like aQ\ RWheU¬«¬I kQRZ WhaW I belieYe
iQ ETERNAL LIFE, aQd WhaW I belieYe iQ iWV cRPSleWe PeaQiQg. I UegUeW liYiQg iQ a ZRUld
ZheUe VRUceUeUV aQd VRRWhVa\eUV PXVW liYe iQ hidiQg, aQd ZheUe iQ aQ\ caVe WheUe aUe VR
feZ geQXiQe VRRWhVa\eUV¬«¬aV faU aV I aP cRQceUQed, I ɹQd iW aVWRXQdiQg WhaW fRUWXQe-
WelleUV, WaURW-UeadeUV, Zi]aUdV, VRUceUeUV, QecURPaQceUV aQd RWheU REINCARNATED ONES
haYe fRU VR lRQg beeQ UelegaWed WR Whe URle Rf PeUe chaUacWeUV iQ fableV aQd QRYelV, aQd
WhaW, WhURXgh RQe Rf Whe PRVW VXSeUɹcial aVSecWV Rf PRdeUQ WhiQkiQg, QaiYeW\ iV deɹQed
aV haYiQg faiWh iQ chaUlaWaQV. I belieYe ZhRle-heaUWedl\ iQ chaUlaWaQV, bRQeVeWWeUV,
YiViRQaUieV, VRUceUeUV aQd chiURPaQceUV, becaXVe all WheVe WhiQgV haYe beiQg, becaXVe, fRU
Pe, WheUe aUe QR liPiWV, QR fRUP ɹ[ed WR aSSeaUaQceV; aQd becaXVe, RQe da\, GRd ² RU
MY SPIRIT ² Zill UecRgQi]e hiV RZQ.25

ThiV aWWack RQ Whe Ueal aQd RQ eYeU\da\ life iV eQeUgeWic, agUeed, bXW
hRZ cRPSURPiViQg iW iV!

AfWeU all, iW Pa\ Zell be WhaW Whe hiVWRUiaQV Rf PRdeUQ life Zill
cRPe WR lRRk XSRQ ¶SXUUealiVP· aV a gUeaW PRPeQW fRU Whe iQWellecW,
bRUQ iQ aQ eUa ZheQ eYeQWV ZeUe PaQ\ aQd WhRXghWV VR feZ.

AlUead\ WheUe aUe VRPe YeU\ iPSaWieQW hiVWRUiaQV VcUaPbliQg WR
geW WheiU haQdV RQ WhiV liWWle cRUSVe. (MRUeRYeU, UaWheU WhaQ beiQg a
SURRf Rf UichQeVV aQd cUeaWiYiW\, Whe cXUUeQW SleWhRUa Rf biRgUaShieV,
aSSUaiValV, jXdgePeQWV aQd leaUQed WRPeV deYRWed WR illXVRU\
¶cRQWePSRUaUieV· iV aQ iQdicaWiRQ Rf SRYeUW\ aQd e[haXVWiRQ.)

WiWhRXW a dRXbW, Whe \RXQg diVciSleV Rf SXUUealiVP bURXghW ZiWh
WheP a greaW desire for pXriW\. The\ ZaQWed WR liYe, WR liYe accRUdiQg
WR WhePVelYeV ² fUeel\, iQ Whe SXUiW\ Rf ¶Whe VSiUiW·. ReYRlW, SURWeVW
agaiQVW aQ iQVXʃeUable UealiW\, UefXVal WR acceSW WhaW UealiW\, deVSaiU,
hRSe WhaW hXPaQ UedePSWiRQ ZaV iPPediaWel\ SRVVible, eYeU-
UeSeaWed deSaUWXUeV iQ VeaUch Rf Whe PaUYellRXV, aQ iPPiQeQW ZRUld
Rf iPageV aQd lRYe, all WhiV ZaV PiQgled iQ a cRQfXViRQ fURP Zhich
lXcid aQal\ViV ZaV SeUPaQeQWl\ abVeQW. The\ PaiQWaiQed a
deVSeUaWe, delibeUaWe aQd Zell-QXUWXUed dXaliW\ WhURXgh Zhich Whe\
WUied WR liYe RXWVide Rf Whe Ueal ZRUld, ZiWhRXW iW, agaiQVW iW. AV a
s\mpWom, Pa\be SXUUealiVP ZaV iPSRUWaQW. The PRVW XQfRUWXQaWe
WhiQg Whe SXUUealiVWV did ZaV WR cRQdePQ Whe abjecW UealiW\ Rf Whe
iQWeU-ZaU \eaUV alRQg ZiWh hXPaQ UealiW\ iWVelf ² WR bUaQd PaQ·V



SRWeQWialiW\ aQd Whe degUadiQg deVWiQ\ Rf Whe bRXUgeRiVie ZiWh Whe
VaPe PaUk Rf iQfaP\.

TheiU VecRQd PiVfRUWXQe ZaV WR fall iQWR Whe haQdV Rf VRPeRQe ²
MRQVieXU BUeWRQ (AQdUp) ² ZhR ZaV able WR caSWXUe, WR XVe aQd WR
degUade Whe SXUiW\ Rf WhRVe ZhR ZeUe dUaZQ WR hiP: he ZaV QRW
RQl\ Whe SRSe Rf SXUUealiVP, he ZaV iWV SRliWiciaQ.26

ASSl\iQg all Whe SURcedXUeV Rf WUadiWiRQal SRliWical life WR Whe
¶PaQagePeQW· Rf Whe ¶SXUUealiVW gURXS· ² ɻaWWeU\, diYide aQd UXle,
aWWUacWiRQ, SURYRcaWiRQ, calXPQ\, e[clXViRQ ² he ZaV able WR lead
WhiV claQ Rf \RXQg SReWV aV if Whe\ fRUPed a SaUW\ RQ Whe fUiQge Rf
SRliWical SaUWieV aV VXch. SXUUealiVP·V allegedl\ ¶VSiUiWXal· diVcRYeUieV
ZeUe iQ facW poliWical diVcRYeUieV, WhaW iV WR Va\ Whe\ ZeUe deWeUPiQed
accRUdiQg WR Whe QeedV aQd SeUVSecWiYeV Rf Whe gURXS·V SRlicieV, aQd
WR eYeQWV Zhich ZeUe WRWall\ e[WeUQal WR iW.27 DadaiVW aQaUchiVP had
beeQ bRUQ iQ Whe ¶diVRUdeU· Zhich fRllRZed Whe 1918 aUPiVWice. IQ
WhiV WUXl\ UeYRlXWiRQaU\ SeUiRd, all WhaW ZaV Qeeded WR RYeUWhURZ
WhiV eVWabliVhed diVRUdeU ZeUe WhRXghW, RUgaQi]aWiRQ aQd Whe VeQVe
Rf a QeZ RUdeU; bXW Whe aQaUchiVW iQWellecWXalV failed WR Ueali]e WhiV.
TheQ, iQ Whe SRVW-ZaU \eaUV, aW Whe PRPeQW MaU[iVW ecRQRPiVWV call
Whe SeUiRd Rf UelaWiYe VWabili]aWiRQ Rf caSiWaliVP, MRQVieXU BUeWRQ,
afWeU haYiQg SURclaiPed: ¶LeaYe eYeU\WhiQg¬ «¬ LeaYe \RXU
Zife¬ «¬ SeW RXW alRQg Whe highZa\V¬ «·,28 had Whe (SRliWical)
VhUeZdQeVV WR SeUceiYe WhaW WheUe ZaV a geQeUal Qeed fRU a deɹQiWe
dRcWUiQe aQd fRU a V\VWeP SURSSed XS b\ lRgic; Whe hRXU had cRPe
fRU a XQiYeUVal call: ¶SQRbV Rf Whe ZRUld, XQiWe·, aV Zell aV fRU a
VkilfXll\ RUgaQi]ed cRQfXViRQ beWZeeQ ¶SeUPaQeQW UeYRlXWiRQ· aQd
SeUPaQeQW VcaQdal. AV Whe PRPeQWaU\ VWabiliW\ Rf eVWabliVhed
VRcieW\ cRQWiQXed fRU a Zhile, Whe PaQ ZhR had SUeYiRXVl\ adRSWed
Whe VlRgaQ ¶aUW iV VWXSidiW\· SRPSRXVl\ deYiVed Whe SRVVibiliW\ Rf
SXUUealiVW aUW ² Rf SXUUealiVW SReWU\, SaiQWiQg, VcXlSWXUe, ciQePa. The
hRXU had alVR cRPe ZheQ Whe RXWUageRXV iQ aUW cRXld be Pade
VRciall\ acceSWable aQd SURɹWable. AW Whe VaPe WiPe MRQVieXU
BUeWRQ ZaV able WR e[SlRiW Whe SeUViVWeQW cRQfXViRQ beWZeeQ
aQaUchiVP aQd CRPPXQiVP, beWZeeQ Whe ¶VSiUiWXal· aQd Whe VRcial
WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ Rf PaQ. The WiPe had cRPe fRU Vib\lliQe diVcXVViRQV
abRXW ¶SSiUiWXal ReYRlXWiRQ· Zhich RʃeUed PXch-Qeeded VXSSRUW aQd



VXVWeQaQce WR Whe decliQiQg SUeVWige Rf ¶SXUUealiVW WhRXghW·.29

NRZada\V if Ze aWWePSW WR e[aPiQe Whe cRQWeQW Rf WhiV ¶WhRXghW·, Ze
Zill RbVeUYe WhaW dRcWUiQal SXUUealiVP, Zhich VWaUWed Rʃ ZiWh VXch
eQRUPRXV SUeWeQViRQV ² WR be a QeZ P\VWiciVP, a PeWhRd Rf
kQRZledge Rf Whe ¶iQWeUiRU ab\VV· ² eQded XS aV QRWhiQg PRUe WhaQ a
lRW Rf VXSeUVWiWiRXV QRQVeQVe. IWV RQl\ UePaiQiQg iQWeUeVW iV WhaW iW
ZaV a V\PSWRP. AW RQe aQd Whe VaPe WiPe SXUUealiVP PaUked Whe
abVXUd SaUR[\VP aQd Whe eQd Rf Whe PeWhRdical diVSaUagePeQW Rf
Ueal life aQd Whe VWXbbRUQ aWWack RQ iW Zhich had beeQ iQiWiaWed b\
QiQeWeeQWh-ceQWXU\ liWeUaWXUe.

SXUUealiVP ZaQWed WR deal a deaWh blRZ WR ¶diUecWed WhRXghW·. IW
ZaQWed WR be ¶dicWaWed b\ WhRXghW, iQ Whe abVeQce Rf aQ\ cRQWURl
e[eUciVed b\ UeaVRQ, e[ePSW fURP aQ\ aeVWheWic RU PRUal
cRQceUQ¬ «·.30 IW eYeQ aiPed WR ZUeck ¶all Whe RWheU SV\chic
PechaQiVPV aQd WR VXbVWiWXWe iWVelf fRU WheP iQ VRlYiQg all Whe
SUiQciSal SURblePV Rf life¬«·.31 AQd WhiV eQRUPRXV SUeWeQViRQ (WhiV
¶gUeaW aPbiWiRQ·, WhiV ¶RYeUZhelPiQg PeVVage·, WR XVe Whe
faVhiRQable jaUgRQ Rf WZeQW\ \eaUV agR, befRUe iW ZaV a TXeVWiRQ Rf
¶cRPPiWPeQW· aQd Rf ¶aVVXPiQg· UealiW\ «) jXVWiɹed iWVelf iQ WeUPV Rf
a ViPSle-PiQded HegeliaQiVP: ¶I belieYe iQ Whe fXWXUe UeVRlXWiRQ Rf
WheVe WZR VWaWeV, dUeaP aQd UealiW\, Zhich aUe VeePiQgl\ VR
cRQWUadicWRU\, iQWR a kiQd Rf abVRlXWe UealiW\, a VXUUealiW\¬«·32

BXW diVillXViRQPeQW ZaV jXVW aURXQd Whe cRUQeU. AQd jXVW abRXW all
WhaW caPe RXW Rf WheVe aVSiUaWiRQV WR UeQeZ WhRXghW, kQRZledge aQd
UealiW\ ZaV Whe WheRU\ Rf Whe ¶PRdeUQ PaUYellRXV·:

NeZ P\WhV VSUiQg XS beQeaWh each VWeS Ze Wake. LegeQd begiQV ZheUe PaQ haV liYed,
ZheUe he liYeV. All WhaW I iQWeQd WR WhiQk abRXW fURP QRZ RQ iV WheVe deVSiVed
WUaQVfRUPaWiRQV. Each da\ Whe PRdeUQ VeQVe Rf e[iVWeQce becRPeV VXbWl\ alWeUed. A
P\WhRlRg\ UaYelV aQd XQUaYelV¬«¬HRZ lRQg Vhall I UeWaiQ WhiV VeQVe Rf Whe PaUYellRXV
VXʃXViQg eYeU\da\ e[iVWeQce? I Vee iW fade aZa\ iQ eYeU\ PaQ¬«¬ZhR adYaQceV iQWR Whe
ZRUld·V habiWV ZiWh aQ iQcUeaViQg eaVe, ZhR UidV hiPVelf SURgUeVViYel\ Rf Whe WaVWe aQd
We[WXUe Rf Whe XQZRQWed, Whe XQWhRXghW Rf¬«33

IW iV \RX, PeWaSh\Vical eQWiW\ Rf SlaceV, ZhR lXll childUeQ WR VleeS, iW iV \RX ZhR SeRSle
WheiU dUeaPV. TheVe VhRUeV Rf Whe XQkQRZQ, VaQdV VhiYeUiQg ZiWh aQgXiVh RU aQWiciSaWiRQ,



aUe fUiQged b\ Whe YeU\ VXbVWaQce Rf RXU PiQdV. A ViQgle VWeS iQWR Whe SaVW iV eQRXgh fRU
Pe WR UediVcRYeU WhiV VeQVaWiRQ Rf VWUaQgeQeVV Zhich ɹlled Pe ZheQ I ZaV VWill a cUeaWXUe
Rf SXUe ZRQdeU¬«34

The gaWeZa\ WR P\VWeU\ VZiQgV RSeQ aW Whe WRXch Rf hXPaQ ZeakQeVV aQd Ze haYe
eQWeUed Whe UealP Rf daUkQeVV. OQe falVe VWeS, RQe VlXUUed V\llable WRgeWheU UeYeal a
PaQ·V WhRXghWV. The diVTXieWiQg aWPRVSheUe Rf SlaceV cRQWaiQV ViPilaU lRckV Zhich
caQQRW be bRlWed faVW agaiQVW iQɹQiW\. WheUeYeU Whe liYiQg SXUVXe SaUWicXlaUl\ aPbigXRXV
acWiYiWieV, Whe iQaQiPaWe Pa\ VRPeWiPeV aVVXPe Whe UeɻecWiRQ Rf WheiU PRVW VecUeW
PRWiYeV: aQd WhXV RXU ciWieV aUe SRSXlaWed ZiWh XQUecRgQi]ed VShiQ[eV¬«35

ReUeadiQg WheVe SXUUealiVW We[WV WZeQW\ \eaUV afWeU Whe\ ɹUVW
aSSeaUed, iW iV iPSRVVible QRW WR be VXUSUiVed b\ WheiU VhRUWcRPiQgV
bRWh iQ fRUP aQd cRQWeQW: aQ aVVeUWiYe, ic\ WRQe Zhich SaVVeV fURP
SRiQW WR SRiQW, liQkiQg WheP bXW QeYeU eVWabliVhiQg aQ\ Ueal
cRQQecWiRQV ² aQ iQVeQViWiYiW\, aQ alPRVW QighWPaUiVhl\ iQɻe[ible
deSeQdeQce XSRQ YeUbal aXWRPaWiVP, aQ RbYiRXV diVSaUiW\ beWZeeQ
alaUPiQg SURPiVeV aQd ZhaW ZaV acWXall\ accRPSliVhed.

The SXUUealiVWV SURPiVed a QeZ ZRUld, bXW Whe\ PeUel\ deliYeUed
¶P\VWeUieV Rf PaUiV·.36 The\ SURPiVed a QeZ faiWh, bXW did WhaW Ueall\
PeaQ aQ\WhiQg? Oh LiWeUaWXUe, ZhaW SeWW\ cUiPeV aUe cRPPiWWed iQ
\RXU QaPe!

IQ WheiU noXYeaX merYeilleX[ WheUe ZaV QRWhiQg QeZ ² aQd QRWhiQg
PaUYellRXV. NRWhiQg WhaW had QRW alUead\ aSSeaUed iQ Whe PeQWal
cRQfXViRQ SXUVXed b\ BaXdelaiUe aQd RiPbaXd. A biW Rf PeWaSh\VicV
aQd a feZ P\WhV iQ Whe laVW VWageV Rf deca\ (QR PRUe RU QR leVV WhaQ
iQ GiUaXdRX[ aQd ClaXdel); VRPe SV\chRaQal\ViV, VRPe BeUgVRQ-
i]iQg (Whe UeWXUQ WR Whe SXUiW\ Rf childhRRd VeQVaWiRQV); aQ
eclecWiciVP, aQ iPSeQeWUable dRcWUiQal cRQfXViRQ, WRgeWheU ZiWh a
UePRUVeleVV PaUiViaQiVP ² VXch aUe Whe iQgUedieQWV WhaW Whe PRVW
cXUVRU\ aQal\ViV Zill diVceUQ iQ Whe ¶PRdeUQ PaUYellRXV·. OQ clRVeU
iQVSecWiRQ, Ze ɹQd a QXPbeU Rf RUigiQal elePeQWV aV cRPSaUed ZiWh
Whe BaXdelaiUe²RiPbaXd SeUiRd:

(a) IQ SXUUealiVP, Whe PRUbid elePeQW (PeQWal cRQfXViRQ) iV
bURXghW WR Whe fRUe aQd ¶V\VWePaWi]ed·. A SaUaQRiac Pa\ geW WR Whe
VWage ZheUe he ¶UegaUdV Whe YeU\ iPageV Rf Whe e[WeUQal ZRUld aV



XQVWable aQd WUaQViWRU\, if QRW acWXall\ VXVSecW¬ «·, aQd WhiV iV a
SURRf Rf ¶Whe omnipoWence of desire, Zhich haV UePaiQed ViQce Whe
begiQQiQg VXUUealiVP·V RQl\ acW Rf faiWh·.37 TR VXSSUeVV aQ\ SRVVible
cRPSliciW\ ZiWh Whe Ueal ZRUld, dXaliW\ iV e[aceUbaWed XQWil eYeQ
iQVaQiW\ iV VeeQ aV acceSWable.

(b) The ¶QeZ UealP Rf Whe PaUYellRXV· iV PaUYellRXV QR lRQgeU. IQ
VR faU aV WheUe eYeU ZaV a SReWU\ fRXQded RQ Whe PaUYellRXV, iW
deSeQded XSRQ P\WhV aQd UeligiRQ (QawYe P\WhV, P\WhV ¶liYed RXW·
b\ ViPSle VRXlV); eYeQ WheQ, WheUe ZaV a deUiYaWiYeQeVV abRXW WhiV
PeWaSh\Vical aQd PRUal VSheUe. WiWh SXUUealiVP (aQd Whe We[W b\
AUagRQ TXRWed abRYe iV fXll Rf WaciW adPiVViRQV Rf WhiV), iW iV QR
lRQgeU Ueall\ a TXeVWiRQ Rf Whe PaUYellRXV, bXW Rf Whe ZeiUd, Whe
XQe[SecWed aQd Whe bi]aUUe, Rf PeUe eʃecWV Rf VXUSUiVe aQd
e[RWiciVP.

(c) IQ facW, WhiV VR-called PaUYellRXV UealP RSeUaWeV RQl\ RQ Whe
leYel Rf eYeU\da\ life. NRW abRYe iW RU RXWVide iW, aV iQ Whe caVeV Rf
Pagic, Rf P\Wh RU Rf Whe VXSeUQaWXUal, ZheUe eYeU\WhiQg iV Ueall\,
aQd iQVWaQWl\, SRVVible. The PaUYellRXV iV VXSSRVed WR WXUQ eYeU\da\
life iQVide RXW, WR diVcRYeU iWV RWheU, iQɹQiWel\ PRUe iQWeUeVWiQg Vide.
TR VhifW Whe VeQVe Rf ZhaW iV iPSRUWaQW iQ life, WR WhURZ iW Rʃ ceQWUe.
ThiV e[SlaiQV Whe SedaQWicall\ deWailed deVcUiSWiRQV, aQd Whe
UidicXlRXV iPSRUWaQce BUeWRQ aWWacheV WR lRRkiQg fRU ¶SXUUealiVW
RbjecWV·. IW ZaV eYeQ SURSRVed WhaW SUacWical SXUUealiVW RbjecWV
VhRXld be SURdXced fRU RUdiQaU\ XVe. FRU e[aPSle:

WZR VRlidV: RQe iQ Whe VhaSe Rf a TXaUWeU Rf aQ RUaQge UeVWiQg RQ iWV UiQd, Whe WZR XSSeU
SlaQeV fRUPiQg a VhaUS Uidge, Whe RWheU VRlid a VSheUe VSliW aW iWV baVe aQd VXVSeQded b\ a
WhUead RYeU Whe ɹUVW. ThiV VSheUe ZaV WheUefRUe PRbile aQd VZXQg RYeU Whe lRZeU VRlid VR
WhaW Whe laWWeU·V Uidge ZaV iQ cRQWacW ZiWh Whe VSliW baVe Rf Whe VSheUe. ThiV cRQWacW ZaV
QRW a SeQeWUaWiRQ. NRZ, eYeU\RQe ZhR haV VeeQ WhiV RbjecW fXQcWiRQ haV felW a YiRleQW aQd
iQdeɹQable ePRWiRQ, dRXbWleVV haYiQg VRPe UelaWiRQ ZiWh XQcRQVciRXV Ve[Xal deViUeV «
38 [aQd aQ\ iPSaUWial SV\chRlRgiVW PighW add: liQked ZiWh iQfaQWile aQd QeXURWic deViUeV].

HeUe, ZiWh XQVhakable QaiYeW\, NadeaX Whe
hiVWRUiaQ/cRPPeQWaWRU addV WhaW dUeaPV, aXWRPaWiVP aQd Whe
XQcRQVciRXV WhXV eQWeU ¶Whe UealP Rf eYeU\da\ life¬«· aQd WhaW ¶Whe



SXUUealiVWV, acTXiUiQg aQ aZaUeQeVV Rf WheiU QeZ gifWV, belieYed
WhePVelYeV WR be caSable, b\ laXQchiQg aQ iQɹQiWe QXPbeU Rf VXch
RbjecWV iQWR Whe ZRUld, Rf SXWWiQg life eQWiUel\ iQ Whe VeUYice Rf Whe
XQcRQVciRXV¬«·.39

ThiV SeQeWUaWiRQ ² iQeYiWable, lRgicall\ deWeUPiQed ² Rf eYeU\da\
life b\ SXUUealiVP SURdXceV Whe fRllRZiQg UeVXlWV:

Dail\ life abRXQdV, PRUeRYeU, iQ jXVW WhiV VRUW Rf VPall diVcRYeU\¬ «¬ I aP SURfRXQdl\
SeUVXaded WhaW aQ\ SeUceSWiRQ UegiVWeUed iQ Whe PRVW iQYRlXQWaU\ Za\ ² fRU e[aPSle, WhaW
Rf a VeUieV Rf ZRUdV SURQRXQced Rʃ-VWage ² beaUV iQ iWVelf Whe VRlXWiRQ, V\PbRlic RU RWheU,
Rf a SURbleP \RX haYe ZiWh \RXUVelf¬«

SR WhaW, iQ RUdeU WR haYe a ZRPaQ aSSeaU, I haYe VeeQ P\Velf RSeQiQg a dRRU, VhXWWiQg
iW, RSeQiQg iW agaiQ ² ZheQ I had QRWiced WhaW iW ZaV QRW eQRXgh WR VliS a WhiQ blade iQWR
a bRRk chRVeQ aW UaQdRP, afWeU haYiQg SRVWXlaWed WhaW VXch aQd VXch liQe RQ Whe lefW
Sage RU Whe UighW VhRXld haYe iQfRUPed Pe PRUe RU leVV iQdiUecWl\ abRXW heU diVSRViWiRQV,
cRQɹUPiQg heU iPPediaWe aUUiYal RU heU QRQaUUiYal ² WheQ VWaUWiQg WR diVSlace Whe
RbjecWV, VeWWiQg WheP iQ VWUaQge SRViWiRQV UelaWiYe WR each RWheU, aQd VR RQ. ThiV ZRPaQ
did QRW alZa\V cRPe, bXW WheQ iW VeePV WR Pe, iW helSed Pe WR XQdeUVWaQd Zh\ Vhe
ZaVQ·W cRPiQg; I VeePed WR acceSW heU QRW cRPiQg PRUe eaVil\. OWheU da\V, ZheQ Whe
TXeVWiRQ Rf abVeQce, Rf Whe iQYiQcible lack, ZaV VRlYed, I XVed WR cRQVXlW P\ caUdV,
iQWeUURgaWiQg WheP faU be\RQd Whe UXleV Rf Whe gaPe, alWhRXgh accRUdiQg WR aQ iQYaUiable
SeUVRQal cRde, SUeciVe eQRXgh, WU\iQg WR RbWaiQ fURP WheP fRU QRZ aQd Whe fXWXUe a cleaU
YieZ Rf P\ fRUWXQe aQd P\ PiVfRUWXQe¬ «¬ The Za\ Rf TXeVWiRQiQg Whe deck WhaW I
SUefeUUed aQd VWill SUefeU VXSSRVed fURP Whe begiQQiQg WhaW \RX Slace Whe caUdV iQ a
cURVV, SlaciQg iQ Whe ceQWeU ZhaW I aP aVkiQg abRXW: P\Velf aQd heU, lRYe, daQgeU, deaWh,
P\VWeU\; abRYe, ZhaW iV hRYeUiQg; RQ Whe lefW, ZhaW caQ fUighWeQ RU haUP; RQ Whe UighW,
ZhaW iV ceUWaiQ; belRZ, ZhaW haV beeQ RYeUcRPe. M\ iPSaWieQce aW WRR PaQ\ eYaViYe
aQVZeUV caXVed Pe WR iQWeUSRVe, UaSidl\ aQd ZiWhiQ Whe ɹgXUe, VRPe ceQWUal RbjecW,
highl\ SeUVRQali]ed, VXch aV a leWWeU RU a VQaSVhRW, Zhich VeePed WR Pe WR bUiQg beWWeU
UeVXlWV. ThiV WiPe I alWeUQaWed WZR liWWle diVWXUbiQg chaUacWeUV Zhich I had WakeQ iQ: a
PaQdUake URRW¬«40

AQd VR fRUWh. BXW eQRXgh Rf WheVe Rld ZiYeV· WaleV. If Whe iQWeU-ZaU
SeUiRd ZaV iPSeQeWUabl\ clRVed WR aQ\ aXWheQWic aWWePSWV WR UeQeZ
WhRXghW, iW ZaV RQl\ WRR RSeQ WR eYeU\ cRQceiYable W\Se Rf VSiUiWXal
chaUlaWaQiVP.



WRUUied aW ɹUVW, WheQ SaQic-VWUickeQ, iQWellecWXalV UaQ headlRQg
WRZaUdV falVe VRlXWiRQV, WakiQg aQ\ Za\ RXW bXW RQe Zhich PighW
RʃeU a Ueal aQVZeU RU dePaQd a Ueal ¶cRPPiWPeQW·, a Ueal
UeVSRQVibiliW\, a Ueal UeQeZal. FRU alPRVW WZeQW\ \eaUV SXUUealiVP
haV SURYided aPXVePeQW fRU VRPe; fRU RWheUV, VhRcked b\ iWV
RXWUageRXVQeVV, iW haV helSed WR VWUeQgWheQ ceUWaiQ ZaYeUiQg
cRQYicWiRQV; bXW QRZ iWV failXUe VeePV cRPSleWe aQd
iQcRQWURYeUWible. ObjecWiYel\ iW caQ RQl\ aSSeaU aV aQ eUVaW]
RRPaQWiciVP, a ZRefXl liWeUaU\ ¶ɹQ de Viqcle·. AQd if BUeWRQ ZaV
UighW iQ hiV FirsW ManifesWo ZheQ he liQked SXUUealiVP eVVeQWiall\
ZiWh defeaWism, WhiV ZaV RQl\ half Whe VWRU\, fRU iW ZaV QRW jXVW a
TXeVWiRQ Rf WePSRUaU\ SRliWical defeaWiVP bXW Rf a deeS, laVWiQg
defeaWiVP iQ UeVSecW Rf PaQ, Rf WhRXghW, Rf lRYe aQd Rf Whe WRWaliW\ Rf
Whe Ueal.

NeYeUWheleVV, Whe aQal\ViV Rf SXUUealiVP allRZV XV WR fRUPXlaWe, RU
UaWheU YeUif\, RQe Rf Whe laZV Rf Whe hXPaQ PiQd: a laZ Zhich Zill
SURYide XV ZiWh RQe Rf Whe gXidiQg ideaV fRU Whe cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\
life, aQd Zhich Zill UeaSSeaU VeYeUal WiPeV iQ WhaW cUiWiTXe iQ RWheU
fRUPV aQd VXSSRUWed b\ RWheU eYideQce:

The laZ of Whe WransformaWion of Whe irraWional

The P\VWeUiRXV, Whe VacUed aQd Whe diabRlical, Pagic, UiWXal, Whe
P\VWical ² aW ɹUVW all Rf WheVe ZeUe liYed ZiWh iQWeQViW\. The\ ZeUe
SaUW Rf Whe Ueal liYeV Rf hXPaQ beiQgV ² WhRURXghl\ aXWheQWic,
aʃecWiYe aQd SaVViRQaWe fRUceV. TheQ, ZiWh Whe aSSeaUaQce aQd
deYelRSPeQW Rf UaWiRQaliW\, Whe\ ZeUe dRXbl\ PRdiɹed, alRQg ZiWh
WheiU UelaWiRQVhiS WR eYeU\da\ life.

(a) DemoWion ² GUadXall\ UiWXal becRPeV geVWXUal. The diabRlical
becRPeV VhaPefXl, Xgl\. M\Wh becRPeV legeQd, Wale, VWRU\, fable,
aQecdRWe, eWc.

FiQall\, Whe marYelloXs and Whe sXpernaWXral fall ineYiWabl\ Wo Whe leYel
of Whe Zeird and Whe bi]arre.

(b) InWernal WransformaWion and displacemenW ² EYeU\WhiQg WhaW RQce
UeSUeVeQWed aQ aʃecWiYe, iPPediaWe aQd SUiPiWiYe UelaWiRQVhiS



beWZeeQ PaQ aQd Whe ZRUld ² eYeU\WhiQg WhaW ZaV VeUiRXV, deeS,
cRVPic ² iV diVSlaced aQd VRRQeU RU laWeU gUadXall\ eQWeUV Whe
dRPaiQ Rf Sla\, RU aUW, RU jXVW ViPSl\ becRPV aPXViQg RU iURQic
YeUbali]aWiRQ.41

ThiV iQWeUQal WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ WakeV Slace aW Whe VaPe WiPe aV Whe
¶dePRWiRQ· PeQWiRQed abRYe. IW iV iQVeSaUable fURP iW. ThXV aV PaQ
deYelRSV aQd becRPeV UaWiRQal, Whe Rld, SUiPiWiYe iUUaWiRQaliW\
PaiQWaiQV iWV cRQQecWiRQV ZiWh hiV eYeU\da\ life.

We alUead\ kQRZ (albeiW iQ a Za\ WhaW iV VWill WRR YagXe aQd
geQeUal, ViQce aV \eW WheVe TXeVWiRQV haYe QRW beeQ adeTXaWel\
VWXdied) WhaW WR\V aQd gaPeV aUe fRUPeU Pagical RbjecWV aQd UiWXalV.
Be iW childUeQ·V hRRSV RU dRllV, Whe ViPSle ball RU Sla\iQg caUdV aQd
cheVV, Whe\ aUe all ¶cRVPic· RbjecWV Zhich haYe beeQ dePRWed (iQ RQe
VeQVe) aQd (iQ aQRWheU VeQVe) WUaQVfRUPed aQd clRWhed ZiWh a QeZ
VRcial PeaQiQg. TheUe aUe gRRd gURXQdV fRU VWXd\iQg Sla\iQg caUdV,
fRU e[aPSle, QRW afWeU Whe faVhiRQ Rf MRQVieXU BUeWRQ, ZhR ViQkV WR
Whe leYel Rf Rld ZRPeQ ZhR XVe WheP WR Well fRUWXQeV, bXW iQ WeUPV
Rf WheiU hiVWRU\, iQ RUdeU WR deWeUPiQe Whe VRXUce aQd Whe QaWXUe Rf
Whe SaVViRQaWe iQWeUeVW Whe\ e[ciWe iQ SeRSle. SR deeS iV Whe
faVciQaWiRQ aQd VR SaVViRQaWe Whe iQYRlYePeQW Rf hXPaQ beiQgV iQ
Whe YaUiRXV gaPeV Whe\ Sla\ WhaW WheUe PXVW VXUel\ be a diUecW
cRQQecWiRQ beWZeeQ Sla\iQg gaPeV aQd life iWVelf.

IW iV dePRQVWUable, fRU e[aPSle, WhaW gaPeV Rf chaQce ePbRd\ Whe
SRVVibiliW\ Rf becRPiQg cRQVciRXV Rf, aQd (iQ Whe iPagiQaWiRQ)
dRPiQaWiQg a dRXble-Vided ViWXaWiRQ: RQ Whe RQe Vide, chaQce aQd a
QRQ-dRPiQaWed QaWXUe (iQclXdiQg RQe·V RZQ QaWXUe); RQ Whe RWheU
Vide, fUeedRP (bXW aQ ePSW\ fUeedRP, Whe fUeedRP WR Wake
adYaQWage Rf chaQce). ThiV ViWXaWiRQ iV iQ facW WhaW of eYer\da\ life,
cRUUeVSRQdiQg e[acWl\ WR Whe UeVidXe Rf ZeakQeVV, SRZeUleVVQeVV aQd
iUUaWiRQaliW\ Zhich Whe QRZ SaUWiall\ UaWiRQal hXPaQ beiQg VWill
haUbRXUV. B\ YiUWXe Rf WheiU XVe Rf fRUPeU Pagical RbjecWV, gaPeV Rf
chaQce aUe Whe VRcial e[SUeVViRQ aQd Whe cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf WhiV
ViWXaWiRQ ² aQd iQ a VeQVe a VSRQWaQeRXV cUiWiciVP Rf iW.

LeW XV UeWXUQ WR Whe ZeiUd aQd Whe bi]aUUe. WhaW aUe Whe\? The
P\VWeUiRXV diVSlaced, WUaQVfRUPed (ZiWh Whe PaUYellRXV acWiQg aV a
halfZa\ VWage) aQd dePRWed. ThiV dePRWiRQ haV WXUQed Whe



P\VWeUiRXV iQWR VRPeWhiQg eYer\da\, aW RQe aQd Whe VaPe WiPe
faPiliaU \eW VXUSUiViQg. WheQ bURXghW iQWR VXddeQ cRQWacW ZiWh each
RWheU, SeUfecWl\ WUiYial RbjecWV aQd RUdiQaU\ ZRUdV caQ SURdXce aQ
iPSUeVViRQ Rf ZeiUdQeVV aQd bi]aUUeUie. All iW QeedV iV fRU Whe
faPiliaU URXWiQe WR be XSVeW ² bXW QRW WRR PXch, fRU RWheUZiVe iW Zill
giYe Za\ WR aQ[ieW\ RU, aW Whe YeU\ leaVW, e[SecWaWiRQ. A ZRUd Rf RXU
laQgXage SURQRXQced b\ a fRUeigQeU ² a cUeakiQg dRRU Zhich VRXQdV
like VRPeRQe gURaQiQg ² aQ XQfaPiliaU e[SUeVViRQ Zhich SaVVeV
ɻeeWiQgl\ acURVV a faPiliaU face ² aQd Ze Va\: ¶HRZ bi]aUUe¬ «·
AbUXSWl\, faPiliaUiW\ iV WUaQVfRUPed iQWR VRPeWhiQg QeZ, bXW
QRWhiQg WRR diVcRQceUWiQg RU ¶XSVeWWiQg·. AQ aPbigXRXV Pi[WXUe Rf
Whe kQRZQ aQd Whe XQkQRZQ Zhich cRQfXVeV WhRXghW aQd PeaQiQg
ZiWhRXW acWXall\ UeYealiQg Whe XQkQRZQ WR Whe PiQd RU Whe VeQVeV,
ZiWhRXW SURdXciQg aQ\ Ueal eQigPaV RU SURblePV, ZiWhRXW eYeU
Ueall\ beiQg diVWXUbiQg RU ZRUU\iQg, VXch iV Whe PRPeQWaU\
e[SeUieQce Rf Whe bi]aUUe. The bi]aUUe iV a Pild VWiPXlaQW fRU Whe
QeUYeV aQd Whe PiQd ² SaUWicXlaUl\ UecRPPeQded aV UiVk-fUee fRU
caVeV Rf QeUYRXV faWigXe aQd PeQWal iPSRWeQce. IW iV bRWh a
VWiPXlaQW aQd a WUaQTXilli]eU. IWV RQl\ XVe iV aV a VSice fRU baQaliW\, a
cRVPeWic fRU iQVigQiɹcaQce. IW iV a SVeXdR-UeQeZal, RbWaiQed b\
aUWiɹciall\ defRUPiQg WhiQgV VR WhaW Whe\ becRPe bRWh UeaVVXUiQg
aQd VXUSUiViQg. (AV iQ VR PaQ\ VR-called ¶PRdeUQ· SaiQWiQgV aQd
SRePV, ZheUe alWhRXgh Whe PeaQiQg iV TXiWe RbYiRXV, Zell-kQRZQ
RbjecWV RU ideaV aUe SUeVeQWed iQ a Za\ Zhich SURYRkeV a VlighW
QeUYRXV WZiWch, a feeble jRlW fURP Whe UeaVVXUiQgl\ UecRgQi]able WR
Whe Pildl\ VXUSUiViQg.) The bi]aUUe iV a VhRdd\ YeUViRQ Rf Whe
P\VWeUiRXV fURP Zhich Whe P\VWeU\ haV diVaSSeaUed. Oh, ZRPeQ
ZiWh VWUaQge faceV, SRUWUaiWV aQd SRePV ZiWh ZeiUd iPageU\,
SecXliaU RbjecWV, all \RX SURYe iV WhaW WheUe iV QR PRUe ¶fePiQiQe
P\VWeU\·, WhaW P\VWeU\ haV diVaSSeaUed fURP RXU ZRUld, WhaW iW haV
degeQeUaWed iQWR VRPeWhiQg SXblic, WhaW iW iV a gaPe, aQ aUW-fRUP,
WhaW iW haV lRVW iWV aQcieQW glaPRXU fRXQded RQ WeUURU aQd Zild hRSe,
WhaW iW haV becRPe PeUe jRXUQaliVP, PeUe adYeUWiViQg, PeUe faVhiRQ,
a PXVic-hall WXUQ, aQ e[hibiW¬«

IW iV PRVW ceUWaiQl\ iPSRVVible fRU a ¶Yiable· feeliQg Rf life WR be
baVed XSRQ Whe iPSUeVViRQ Rf Whe bi]aUUe. SXch a feeliQg caQ RQl\



haYe iWV baViV iQ Whe cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf hXPaQ poZer, WhaW SRZeU
Zhich VXUURXQdV XV, XSRQ Zhich Ze liYe, aQd iQ Zhich Ze
SaUWiciSaWe iQ all Whe acWV Rf RXU eYeU\da\ liYeV ² aQd \eW Zhich
eVcaSeV XV iQ VXch a Za\ WhaW Ze aUe XQable WR liYe iW, VR WhaW QeaUl\
all RXU ideaV aQd feeliQgV VWill cRPe WR XV fURP a WiPe ZheQ PaQ ZaV
Zeak iQ Whe face Rf QaWXUe.

BXW iW iV e[WUePel\ UeYealiQg WhaW aQ aWWePSW ZaV Pade WR dR WhiV,
aQd WhaW a QeZ feeliQg Rf eYeU\da\ life VhRXld haYe beeQ VRXghW
WhURXgh Whe ZeiUd aQd Whe bi]aUUe. ThiV aWWePSW, WhiV gaPe fRU
aeVWheWeV, QeYeUWheleVV SURYided a ceUWaiQ cUiWiciVP Rf RXU eYeU\da\
life, bXW a clXPV\ RQe, eTXiYRcal, daQgeURXV aQd WhRURXghl\
QegaWiYe. CRQVideUed aV a V\PSWRP iW UeYealV:

(a) A PalfXQcWiRQ, a diVRUdeU Rf Whe VeQVeV aQd Whe bUaiQ Zhich
haV becRPe cRQVciRXV aQd PRUe RU leVV QRUPal (eVSeciall\ aPRQg
iQWellecWXalV). The Sh\ViRlRgical fXQcWiRQV Rf Whe ¶PRdeUQ· PaQ·V
QeUYRXV aQd ceUebUal V\VWePV VeeP WR haYe falleQ YicWiP WR aQ
e[ceVViYel\ dePaQdiQg UegiPe, WR a kiQd Rf h\SeUWeQViRQ aQd
e[haXVWiRQ. He haV QRW \eW ¶adaSWed· WR Whe cRQdiWiRQV Rf hiV life, WR
Whe VSeed Rf iWV VeTXeQceV aQd Uh\WhPV, WR Whe (PRPeQWaUil\)
e[ceVViYe abVWUacWiRQ Rf Whe fUeTXeQWl\ eUURQeRXV cRQceSWV he haV VR
UeceQWl\ acTXiUed. HiV QeUYeV aQd VeQVeV haYe QRW \eW beeQ
adeTXaWel\ WUaiQed b\ Whe XUbaQ aQd WechQical life he leadV. MRdeUQ
cRQceSWV aUe like a kiQd Rf elecWUical VXSeUchaUge WR hiV bUaiQ (a
QaWXUal cRQVeTXeQce Rf Whe e[WUePe cRPSle[iW\ Rf WheVe cRQceSWV
aQd Rf Whe ViWXaWiRQV iQ Zhich Ze VWUXggle), aQd, WR SXUVXe Whe
PeWaShRU, hiV QeUYeV aQd VeQVeV aUe fUeTXeQWl\ VhRUW-ciUcXiWed. AQd
VR Whe ¶PRdeUQ· iQWellecWXal, aQ e[WUePe e[aPSle aQd a cRPSleWe
SURdXcW Rf WhiV ViWXaWiRQ, iV QR lRQgeU able WR abVWUacW Whe cRQceSW RU
idea Zhich iV bRWh ZiWhiQ WhiQgV aQd diʃerenW fURP WheP, aQd WR
SeUceiYe iW aV RQ aQRWheU VWage RU leYel Rf cRQVciRXVQeVV. IQ hiV
SeUceSWiRQ Whe abVWUacWiRQ aQd Whe WhiQg aUe Pi[ed WRgeWheU,
PeUged, Whe cRQceSW iV like Whe WhiQg·V dRXble ² diVWiQcW, ideal,
¶P\VWeUiRXV·. FXUWheUPRUe, iW iV a VecRQd-UaWe abVWUacWiRQ, QRW a Za\
of knoZing, a raWional elePeQW, bXW a ¶VigQif\iQg· Rf WhiQgV, a V\PbRl,
a VecRQd WhiQg, a faoade. The elePeQWV Rf cRQVciRXVQeVV, iWV
¶fXQcWiRQV· RU iWV ¶VWageV·, aUe aW RQce VeSaUaWed aQd UeXQiWed iQ a



falVe, cRQfXVed XQiW\ iQ Zhich WheiU UelaWiRQV, WheiU RUdeU aQd WheiU
hieUaUch\ aUe lRVW.

FRU a ceQWXU\ QRZ WhiV VWaWe Rf menWal confXsion haV beeQ
PaQifeVWiQg iWVelf cleaUl\ iQ PRdeUQ aUW. IW iV a VWaWe Rf ¶h\VWeUia·
(BaXdelaiUe), ¶diVRUdeUiQg· (RiPbaXd), RU ¶SaUaQRia· (SXUUealiVP) ²
bXW iW iV aQ iQciSieQW VWaWe RQl\, aQd RQe cRPSeQVaWed fRU b\ YeU\
Ueal cRQVideUaWiRQV; if iW SUeVeQWV QR Ueal daQgeUV WhiV iV SUeciVel\
becaXVe iW iV acceSWed, delibeUaWe, e[SlRiWed aeVWheWicall\ (ZheUeaV
fRU Whe geQXiQe VXʃeUeU VXch VWaWeV aUe iQYRlXQWaU\, XQcRQVciRXV RU
UeViVWed). ThiV VWaWe Rf delibeUaWe VePi-QeXURViV, SaUWl\ Sla\-acWiQg,
RfWeQ liWWle PRUe WhaQ aQ aPbiYaleQW iQfaQWiliVP, allRZV Whe ¶PRdeUQ·
iQWellecWXal WR SXVh faU fURP hiV liSV Whe biWWeU chalice Rf aQ
eYeU\da\ life Zhich reall\ is XQbeaUable ² aQd Zill alZa\V be VR XQWil
iW haV beeQ WUaQVfRUPed, aQd XQWil QeZ fRXQdaWiRQV fRU
cRQVciRXVQeVV aUe eVWabliVhed.

B\ hiV aWWePSW WR PaiQWaiQ VXch aQ iQciSieQW QeXURViV aV a
UeɻecWiRQ Rf hiV deWachPeQW, Whe ¶W\Sical· iQWellecWXal iV able WR
UeSlace Whe WUiYial aQd Whe faPiliaU ZiWh ePRWiRQV aQd illXViRQV
Zhich he ɹQdV PRUe aSSealiQg, PRUe beaUable: Whe P\VWeUiRXV, Whe
VWUaQge, Whe bi]aUUe. He ¶liYeV RXW· WheVe ePRWiRQV, aQd Whe elePeQW
Rf Sla\-acWiQg iV UaUel\ VigQiɹcaQW eQRXgh WR SURYRke accXVaWiRQV Rf
iQViQceUiW\.

(b) A SeUSeWXal e[SecWaWiRQ Rf VRPeWhiQg e[WUaRUdiQaU\, aQ eYeU-
diVaSSRiQWed aQd eYeU-UekiQdled hRSe, iQ RWheU ZRUdV a
diVVaWiVfacWiRQ Zhich VeeSV iQWR Whe hXPbleVW deWailV Rf da\-WR-da\
e[iVWeQce.

HRZ caQ Ze fail WR belieYe iQ Whe PaUYellRXV, Whe VWUaQge, Whe
bi]aUUe, ZheQ WheUe aUe SeRSle ZhR lead PaUYellRXV (RU VeePiQgl\
PaUYellRXV) liYeV fXll Rf deSaUWXUeV aQd iQceVVaQW chaQgeV Rf
VceQeU\, liYeV Zhich Ze Vee caUefXll\ UeɻecWed iQ Whe ciQePa aQd Whe
WheaWUe aQd QRYelV?

² ZheQ WheUe aUe WechQical SURceVVeV Zhich bUiQg WhiQgV Zhich aUe
diVWaQW aQd iQacceVVible WR RXU VeQVeV QeaU WR XV, UeYealiQg Whe
aVWRXQdiQg VhaSeV Rf cU\VWalV, RUgaQV aQd RUgaQiVPV, QebXlae aQd
PRlecXleV (VR WhaW WR RXU XQSUeSaUed VeQVeV Whe UealeVW WhiQgV
VeeP XQUeal RU ¶VXUUeal·«)?



² ZheQ Ze kQRZ WhaW WheUe aUe VR PaQ\ beaXWifXl, idle ZRPeQ iQ
Whe ZRUld ZhRVe RQl\ aiP iQ life iV SleaVXUe aQd Whe TXeVW fRU
QRYel e[SeUieQceV; VR WhaW each WiPe Whe adRleVceQW RU Whe \RXQg
SReW heaUV a kQRck RQ Whe dRRU, hiV heaUW beaWV faVWeU, aQd if Whe
WeleShRQe UiQgV, he UXVheV WR aQVZeU iW iQ Whe belief WhaW Whe
PiUacle iV abRXW WR haSSeQ, WhaW aW laVW WhaW beaXWifXl, XQiTXe,
abVRlXWe, P\VWeUiRXV ZRPaQ (ZhR ZiWh a biW Rf lXck Pa\ be Uich
aQd a YiUgiQ WR bRRW) iV abRXW WR aSSeaU «(fRU PaQ\ cRQɹUPed
idealiVWV beWUa\ a YeU\ Ueal WeQdeQc\ WRZaUdV SaUaViWiVP RU
SiPSiQg «)?
EYeU\WhiQg ² life, VcieQce, bRWh Whe ideal aQd Whe idea Rf lRYe, QRW

WR PeQWiRQ WhaW aUch-VRUceUeU Rf Whe WeVWeUQ ZRUld, PRQe\ ²
cRQVSiUeV WR iQVWil iQ Whe VeQViWiYe, lXcid, cXlWiYaWed \RXQg PaQ ZiWh
a gifW fRU ¶belleV-leWWUeV· a feeliQg Rf XQeaVe aQd diVVaWiVfacWiRQ Zhich
caQ RQl\ be aVVXaged b\ VRPeWhiQg VWUaQge, bi]aUUe RU
e[WUaRUdiQaU\. If Ze add WR WhiV Whe facW WhaW hiV QeUYeV aQd VeQVeV
UeTXiUe VXddeQ VhRckV, WhaW hiV heaUW QeedV QRYel WhUillV ² WhaW iQ hiV
XQbalaQced PiQd each RbjecW Rf WhRXghW PXVW be deɹQed WhURXgh a
kiQd Rf QeUYRXV aQd VeQVRUial VSaVP, WhaW a ceUWaiQ la]iQeVV RU eYeQ
a UeYXlViRQ WRZaUdV ZRUk (VR cleaUl\, VR bUXWall\ e[SUeVVed b\
RiPbaXd aQd Whe SXUUealiVWV) SUeYeQWV hiP fURP bURachiQg aQ\
iQYeVWigaWiRQ Zhich PighW cRPSURPiVe hiV cRQYicWiRQV, aQd cRQɹUPV
hiP iQ hiV deciViRQ WR VWick ZiWh a facile aQd iPPediaWel\-Valeable
Ue-haVh Rf aQcieQW P\VWeUieV ² WheQ Ze Zill haYe a PRUe WhaQ
adeTXaWe e[SlaQaWiRQ Rf Whe cXlW Rf Whe bi]aUUe aQd iWV VXcceVV.

The VWUaQge aQd Whe ZeiUd ZeUe QeYeU PRUe WhaQ a cheaS aQd
cRQWaPiQaWed VXbVWiWXWe fRU P\VWeU\. Of ZhaW YalXe iV Whe
bi]aUUeQeVV Rf The Songs of Maldoror ZheQ cRPSaUed ZiWh Whe
P\VWeU\ Zhich aQiPaWeV The DiYine Comed\ ² RU ZiWh Whe SaVViRQV
kiQdled iQ Whe caWacRPbV b\ Whe ɹUVW ChUiVWiaQ ceUePRQieV ² RU b\
Whe EleXViQiaQ P\VWeUieV?

FRU Zhile P\VWeU\ had iWV VSeciɹcall\ cRQVecUaWed WiPeV aQd
feVWiYalV, Whe aWWUacWiRQ Rf Whe VWUaQge iV all-SeUYadiQg. ThiV P\Wh Rf
Whe PRdeUQ ZRUld ² deca\iQg like all RXU eQchaQWeUV42 aQd all RXU
P\WhV ² haV WhiV SaUWicXlaU chaUacWeUiVWic: Whe URWWiQg UePQaQWV Rf
ZhaW RQce ZaV gUaQdiRVe, e[ceSWiRQal aQd VRlePQ, iW VeekV WR



SeQeWUaWe, iW caQ SeQeWUaWe, iW dReV SeQeWUaWe RXU eYeU\ PRPeQW.
WRe beWide Whe beZiWched adRleVceQW! He iV iQ daQgeU Rf beiQg lRVW
fRU eYeU; he iV iQ daQgeU Rf QR lRQgeU belRQgiQg WR WhiV ZRUld;
SRllXWed, faQaWical, hiV blRRd haV becRPe WaiQWed. Did he lRQg fRU a
P\VWeUiRXV ZRPaQ. abVRlXWe lRYe, ¶ideal· beaXW\? Real lRYe, Ueal
ZRPeQ, Ueal beaXW\ Zill QeYeU be hiV. (BaXdelaiUe·V cRQceSW Rf
beaXW\ lRVeV QRWhiQg b\ WhiV; dR VWURQg VSiUiWV aQd Whe dUXgV healWh\
SeRSle caQ Vafel\ Wake iQ VPall dRVeV lRVe WheiU YiUWXeV ViPSl\
becaXVe Ze deVcUibe WheP accXUaWel\ aV SRiVRQV?) DaQWe, iQ lRYe
ZiWh BeaWUice, ZaV a healWh\, VRcial, SRliWical PaQ; WheUe ZaV
QRWhiQg PRUbid abRXW PeWUaUch aQd hiV LaXUa. BXW BaXdelaiUe, Whe
PaQ ZhR dRPiQaWeV RXU cXlWXUe SReWicall\, ZhR ZaV a daQd\, a
liWWle bXʃRRQ, a SecRQd EPSiUe bRXUgeRiV haP ² ZhR aW Whe VaPe
WiPe deQRXQced Whe fRUPV hiV claVV ZaV iPSRViQg XSRQ life ² iV aQ
iPSRUWaQW dealeU iQ QaUcRWicV; heQce hiV VXcceVV, fRU RXU da\-WR-da\
life PakeV XV YXlQeUable WR Whe WhiUVW fRU dUXgV aQd iQWR[icaQWV. He
did QRW ZiVh WR kill life, WR cRPPiW WUeacheURXV PXUdeU RQ all WhaW iV
hXPaQ. FRU he ZURWe iQ hiV QRWebRRkV: ¶EYeQ aV a child I felW WZR
cRQɻicWiQg VeQVaWiRQV iQ P\ heaUW: Whe hRUURU Rf life aQd Whe ecVWac\
Rf life.·43 He ViPSl\ ZaQWed WR line life ZiWh aQRWheU, WUXeU life, Whe
life Rf Whe ¶VRXl·. He ZaQWed WR liYe WhURXgh Whe PiQd, giYiQg Whe Ueal
ZRUld a liQiQg Rf eQigPaV, VWUaQgeQeVV, cRUUeVSRQdeQceV,44 ZiWh
eYeU\ cRlRXU, eYeU\ VRXQd, eYeU\ WaVWe aQd eYeU\ SeUfXPe cRQcealiQg
a hRVW Rf SeUceSWible aQd WaQgible PeaQiQgV. He ZaV RQe Rf Whe ɹUVW
(bXW alaV! b\ QR PeaQV Whe laVW) WR WU\ WR UeaQiPaWe Whe Rld caWegRU\
Rf P\VWeU\, bXW RQ Whe leYel WR Zhich iW had decliQed, RQ Whe leYel Rf
Whe SeUceSWible aQd Whe eYeU\da\. SR he cRPSURPiVed Whis ZRUld aQd
Whis life eYeQ PRUe eʃecWiYel\ WhaQ aQ\ Rf Whe PeWaSh\ViciaQV,
WheRlRgiaQV aQd P\VWicV ZhR ZeUe VeekiQg ¶aQRWheU life· WR UeSlace
Whe eYeU\da\; Whe RQl\ WhiQg WhaW iQWeUeVWed hiP, VedXced hiP,
faVciQaWed hiP, ZaV Whe lining. (OQl\ V\PbRlV, RQl\ Whe PiQd, aQd
Whe\ alRQe, caQ ¶faVciQaWe· aQd ¶VedXce·, fRU, aV RSSRVed WR aQ\
feeliQgV baVed XSRQ PaQ·V SRZeU, Whe\ ZeakeQ PaQ aQd WheQ
e[SlRiW WhaW ZeakQeVV, dUaZiQg hiP dRZQ iQWR a YeUWigiQRXV chaVP
Rf PeQWal cRQfXViRQ.)



SiQce BaXdelaiUe, Whe ZRUld WXUQed iQVide RXW haV beeQ deePed
beWWeU WhaQ Whe ZRUld Whe UighW Za\ XS. IWV hiQWeUlaQd iV QR lRQgeU
Whe UealP Rf PlaWRQic IdeaV, Zhich aW leaVW lefW life, PaWWeU aQd
QaWXUe WR UXQ alRQg accRUdiQg WR WheiU RZQ PRYePeQWV, gRYeUQiQg
WheP fURP RQ high, fURP ¶EWeUQiW\·. BaXdelaiUe·V VaWaQiVP haV
bURXghW WhiV hiQWeUlaQd iQWR Whe ZRUld like a VXSSlePeQWaU\
¶diPeQViRQ· (WR XVe WRda\·V faVhiRQable SVeXdR-VcieQWiɹc,
cRQfXViRQiVW jaUgRQ), like a ¶VSiUiWXal diPeQViRQ·. IQ RWheU ZRUdV, he
haV SXW Whe caW aPRQg Whe SigeRQV, Whe PaggRW iQ Whe fUXiW, diVgXVW
iQ deViUe, ɹlWh iQ SXUiW\; aQd QRW aV VWiPXlaQWV, bXW aV SRiVRQV, all
Pi[ed WRgeWheU iQ aQ XQVSeakable cRQfXViRQ.

UQdeU cRYeU Rf Whe VXbliPe aQd Whe VXSeUhXPaQ, all PaQQeU Rf
dehXPaQi]aWiRQ iV beiQg VPXggled iQ. UQdeU cRYeU Rf SXUiW\ aQd
¶SXUe· beaXW\, Ze aUe beiQg iQYaded b\ iPSXUiW\ aQd XgliQeVV.

The UeVXlW iV WhaW if WhiV VWUaQge dXpliciW\ lRVeV iWV SRZeU WR VhRck
Whe QeUYRXV V\VWeP (a SRZeU dXbbed ¶VSiUiWXal· fRU Whe QRQce), aQd if
WhiQgV aUe SeUceiYed iQ WhePVelYeV aQd QRW iQ WeUPV Rf WheiU Pagical
liQiQg, WheQ iQWeUeVW, deViUe, lRYe, becRPe aiPleVV. If iW iV WR VedXce
aQd faVciQaWe, Whe Ueal ZRUld PXVW be PeWaPRUShRVed, WUaQVɹgXUed.
If iW iV WR be QRWiced, eYeU\ RbjecW, eYeU\ liYiQg beiQg, PXVW be
e[aggeUaWed, UeQdeUed VXUSUiViQg. FRU WhRVe heaUWV aQd PiQdV
iQfecWed ZiWh WhiV VcRXUge, Whe UeVXlW iV QRWhiQg leVV WhaQ a ¶VSiUiWXal·
inabiliW\ WR liYe, WR lRYe, WR XQdeUVWaQd aQ\ hXPaQ beiQg ZhR failV WR
VhRZ aPbigXRXV, eTXiYRcal RU SV\chRSaWhRlRgical chaUacWeUiVWicV ² a
fake, a faoade. FRU XV Whe dXaliWies Rf PiQd aQd PaWWeU, Whe ideal aQd
Whe Ueal, Whe abVRlXWe aQd Whe UelaWiYe, Whe PeWaSh\Vical aQd Whe
WaQgible, Whe VXSeUQaWXUal aQd Whe QaWXUal, haYe becRPe a liYiQg
dXSliciW\, a liQiQg, a faoade, a fake, jXVW iPSRWeQce aQd lieV liYed RXW
XQdeU Whe SUeWeQce Rf WhRXghW, SReWU\ aQd aUW.

MRUeRYeU iW iV cleaU WhaW iQ Whe eQd, deVSiWe Whe iQWeQWiRQ WR UejecW
iW, Whe Ueal ZRUld iV acceSWed, ViQce iW iV WUaQVSRVed, iQVWead Rf beiQg
WUaQVfRUPed b\ kQRZledge!

The aWWack RQ life led b\ SReWU\ iV jXVW RQe eSiVRde, aQd liWeUaWXUe
iV RQl\ Whe acWiYe-VeUYice XQiW Rf a PXch laUgeU aUP\. Like Whe SReWV,
ShilRVRSheUV aUe ZaYeUiQg beWZeeQ Whe faPiliaU, Whe WUiYial, Whe
¶iQaXWheQWic·, aQd Whe aQgXiVhiQg, Whe P\VWeUiRXV ² beWZeeQ



bRXUgeRiV UealiW\ aQd P\VWical XQUealiW\ ² aQd aUe SXVhiQg hXPaQ
UealiW\ WR RQe Vide.

¶The WePSeUaWe ]RQeV Rf XQiYeUVal aQd hXPaQ life beaU QR
UeVePblaQce ZhaWVReYeU WR Whe SRlaU aQd eTXaWRUial ]RQeV¬ «·,
ZUiWeV CheVWRY, a cRQWePSRUaU\ ¶e[iVWeQWialiVW· P\VWic aQd
iUUaWiRQaliVW ShilRVRSheU.45 ThiV cRPSaUiVRQ beWZeeQ Whe VRXl aQd
Whe eaUWh, Zhich iV iQWeQded WR diVcUediW PaQ·V ¶WePSeUaWe· ]RQeV,
PiVVeV RXW a UaWheU iPSRUWaQW facW: Whe SRlaU aQd eTXaWRUial ]RQeV
aUe VcaUcel\ ɹW fRU habiWaWiRQ, aQd all ciYili]aWiRQ haV deYelRSed iQ
Whe WePSeUaWe ]RQeV ² Whe ]RQeV Rf eYeU\da\ life. The P\VWic
PeWaShRU eQdV XS defeaWiQg iWVelf.

AQRWheU P\VWic haV UeceQWl\ e[SRXQded hiV WheRU\ Rf SaUR[\VPal
PRPeQWV iQ eYeQ cUXelleU WeUPV:

TheUe aUe ceUWaiQ iQVWaQWV, PiQiPal iQ Whe SaVViQg Rf WiPe, bXW e[WUePel\ iPSRUWaQW iQ
WeUPV Rf WheiU SleQiWXde, ZheQ Whe PiQd bUeakV WhURXgh Whe ciUcle iQ Zhich iW had beeQ
eQclRVed, aQd begiQV WR cRQWUadicW iWVelf, WR haYe iQWXiWiRQV, ɻaVheV Rf iQVighW, Zhich, WU\
aV RQe Pa\, caQQRW be deQied afWeUZaUdV ² Whe\ Ueall\ haSSeQed¬«¬TheUe aUe PaVVeV Rf
WiPeV, eQRUPRXV aQd VWXSid, iQ Zhich QRWhiQg haSSeQV; aQd VhRUW, PaUYellRXV PRPeQWV
iQ Zhich lRWV Rf e[WUaRUdiQaU\ eYeQWV Wake Slace. SR faU QR RQe haV eYeU cRPe XS ZiWh
aQ\WhiQg WR SURYe WhaW WUXWh iV iQ SURSRUWiRQ WR abVWUacW WiPe, WhaW ZhaW laVWV fRU a lRQg
WiPe iV WUXe aQd WhaW ZhaW RQl\ laVWV fRU aQ iQVWaQW iV falVe.46

We PXVW ePShaVi]e WhaW WhiV WheRU\, Rf P\VWical aQd UeligiRXV
RUigiQ, bXW VcaUcel\ WeQable iQ iWV RUigiQal fRUPV QRZada\V, haV
becRPe dePRWed WR Whe UaQk Rf ShilRVRShical WheRU\, a ¶VecXlaU·
WheRU\ Rf WUXWh. FRU RXU cRQWePSRUaU\ P\VWical ShilRVRSheUV,
SaUR[\VPal iQVWaQWV haYe lRVW WheiU XQiTXe, diYiQe, UeYelaWRU\
chaUacWeU. AccRUdiQg WR WheP, SUiYileged iQVWaQWV caQ be repeaWed:
HeideggeU·V aQgXiVh, Whe head\ chaUPV deVcUibed b\ SaUWUe,47 QR
lRQgeU haYe Whe ¶XQiTXe· chaUacWeU Rf a P\VWic YiViRQ; Whe\ fall WR Whe
leYel Rf cRPPRQ ¶e[iVWeQce·; Whe ShilRVRSheU caQ SaVV fURP WUiYial,
eYeU\da\ aQd ¶iQaXWheQWic· e[iVWeQce WR WhiV PRPeQW Rf UeYelaWiRQ b\
a SURceVV Zhich caQ be aQal\Ved aQd deVcUibed. AQd \eW Whe
SaUR[\VPal PRPeQW diVSRVVeVVeV PXQdaQe, eYeU\da\ e[iVWeQce,



aQQXlliQg iW, deQ\iQg iW. IW is Whe Yer\ Whing Zhich denies life: iW iV Whe
noWhingness Rf aQgXiVh, Rf YeUWigR, Rf faVciQaWiRQ.

ThXV PeWaSh\Vical P\VWeU\ iV beiQg dePRWed iQ SaUallel ZiWh
SReWic P\VWeU\. RedXced WR Whe leYel Rf eYeU\da\ life, iW aSSeaUV
PeUel\ aV eYeU\da\ life WXUQed iQVide RXW. E[ceSW WhaW Whe
ShilRVRSheUV, ZhR aUe PRUe lXcid ² PRUe c\Qical SeUhaSV ² WhaQ Whe
SReWV, SURceed iQ a Za\ Zhich ¶XQYeilV· (faVhiRQable YRcabXlaU\) Whe
SRiQW Rf Whe RSeUaWiRQ. AYeUage life iV UeSXdiaWed; hXPaQ life iV
UelegaWed WR Whe UaQk Rf Whe ¶eQRUPRXV aQd VWXSid· PaVVeV. BXW WheUe
iV PRUe, aQd ZRUVe, WR cRPe: WhiV life PXVW be ¶Pade QRWhiQgQeVV· VR
WhaW Whe VecUeW Rf e[iVWeQce Pa\ be UeYealed, QaPel\ QRWhiQgQeVV,
Whe QRWhiQgQeVV ZiWhiQ eYeU\ PaQ, hiV ¶iQɹQiWe· abiliW\ WR fUee
hiPVelf fURP aQ\ iQVWaQW, aQ\ PRPeQW, aQ\ VWaWe, aQ\ deWeUPiQed
ViWXaWiRQ, iQ aQd WhURXgh QRWhiQgQeVV. The XQdeUVide Rf life UeYealV
iWVelf WR be iWV QRWhiQgQeVV; aQd Whe cRQfXViRQ Rf QRWhiQgQeVV aQd
beiQg iV WR be fRXQd aW Whe heaUW Rf Whe cRQfXViRQ beWZeeQ Whe
abVWUacW aQd Whe cRQcUeWe, Whe V\PbRlic aQd Whe Ueal.

The SReWV QRZ RQl\ like beiQgV fRU Whe fRUPV iQ Zhich Whe\ caQ be
e[pressed ² Whe e[iVWeQce Rf hXPaQ beiQgV, Rf ZRPeQ, Rf lRYe, iV
SaUalleled b\ a ¶SReWic· e[iVWeQce (XQceUWaiQ, ha]\, XQUeal, becaXVe iW
iV eVVeQWiall\ YeUbal); ViPilaUl\ Whe ShilRVRSheUV RQl\ like hXPaQ
beiQgV fRU ZhaW Whe\ mean: like SReWic e[SUeVViRQ, ShilRVRShical
¶PeaQiQg· iV lRcaWed RQ Whe leYel Rf Ueal life, ZiWhiQ iW aQd \eW abRYe
iW, like a lining WR iWV UealiW\, Zhich iV Whe RQl\ WhiQg abRXW iW Zhich iV
iQWeUeVWiQg, aWWUacWiYe, VedXcWiYe RU faVciQaWiQg. The ShilRVRSheUV gR
RQ WR ePShaVi]e Whe QaVWieVW aVSecWV Rf eYeU\da\ life VR WhaW Whe\
caQ cleaUl\ dePRQVWUaWe Whe QegaWiRQ Rf WhiV life, Whe QRWhiQgQeVV
Zhich libeUaWeV, iQ Whe ZRUld Rf ShilRVRSh\.

¶Hell iV RWheU SeRSle·, PaiQWaiQV RQe Rf SaUWUe·V chaUacWeUV, ZiWh
PeWaSh\Vical ¶SURfXQdiW\·.48 BXW iV QRW Whe helliVh SaUW Rf XV UaWheU
WhiV ¶RWheU-WhaQ-beiQg·, WhiV hiQWeUlaQd (RU UaWheU, QRWhiQgQeVV)
Zhich Whe P\VWicV, Whe WheRlRgiaQV, Whe SReWV, Whe ShilRVRSheUV, haYe
PaiQWaiQed iQ WheiU cRQVciRXVQeVV, aQd iQ Zhich Whe\ RbVWiQaWel\
cRQWiQXe WR liYe WheiU YiViRQaU\ liYeV ZiWhRXW Ueali]iQg Whe leYel WR
Zhich iW haV beeQ dePRWed?



BXW Ze VhRXld QRW Wake VXch ¶SURfRXQd· WheRUieV WRR VeUiRXVl\.
AQgXiVh aQd P\VWeU\ (Whe feeliQg Rf P\VWeU\) caQQRW be UedXced WR a
WheRUeWical leYel, iW iV iPSRVVible WR WheRUi]e WheP. GeQXiQe aQgXiVh,
Whe aQgXiVh Rf a lRVW child, Rf a SUiPiWiYe PaQ lRVW iQ Whe jXQgle, Rf a
beiQg ZhR feelV XWWeUl\ Zeak aQd helSleVV iQ Whe face Rf QaWXUe, VXch
aQgXiVh eVcaSeV XV. The feeliQg Rf hXPaQ SRZeU (QRW Whe Zill WR
iQdiYidXal SRZeU, bXW Whe cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf Whe cRllecWiYe, VRcial
SRZeU Rf PaQ RYeU QaWXUe) SeQeWUaWeV RXU eYeU\ WhRXghW aQd eYeU\
VeQVaWiRQ, albeiW iQdiUecWl\. ¶BXW ZhaW abRXW deaWh?· aVk Whe
PeWaSh\ViciaQV, ¶\RXU deaWh ² \eV, \RXUV, WRPRUURZ, WRda\, iQ a feZ
PiQXWeV? HaYe \RX gRW WiPe WR ZaiW XQWil biRlRgiVWV ɹQd a Za\ Rf
dela\iQg deaWh (VXSSRViQg WhaW WR be SRVVible)?· AlaV, QR, I haYeQ·W
Whe WiPe. BXW VR ZhaW? DR \RX WhiQk WhaW iV a UeaVRQ fRU Pe WR VWRS
liYiQg, lRYiQg, beiQg a PaQ aQd SaUWiciSaWiQg iQ all PaQ·V
SRVVibiliWieV? EYeQ aW WhiV YeU\ PRPeQW acWiRQ, ZRUk, lRYe, WhRXghW,
Whe VeaUch fRU WUXWh aQd beaXW\ aUe cUeaWiQg ceUWaiQ UealiWieV Zhich
WUaQVceQd Whe WUaQViWRU\ QaWXUe Rf Whe iQdiYidXal. AQd Whe facW WhaW
WhiV aVVeUWiRQ haV becRPe WUiYial, WhaW iW haV beeQ SXW WR XVe WRR
RfWeQ ² VRPeWiPeV WR Whe ZRUVW kiQd Rf eQdV ² dReV QRW PeaQ WhaW iW
haV VWRSSed beiQg WUXe. OQ Whe cRQWUaU\: leW XV UeaɽUP Whe
ceUWaiQWieV Rf hXPaQ cRPPXQiW\; leW XV UeQeZ aQd Ue-eVWabliVh WheVe
fRXQdaWiRQV Rf Whe hXPaQ iQ all WheiU VWUeQgWh aQd \RXWh.
PhilRVRSheUV, PeWaSh\ViciaQV, \RX aUe like dRgV ba\iQg aW deaWh! OU
UaWheU ² e[cXVe Pe ² I VhRXld Va\ preWending WR ba\ aW deaWh. FRU \RX
deaWh iV like a SeUfecW WhRXghW Zhich \RX caQ Uecall, UeSeaW aQd
PeUge ZiWh eYeU\ PRPeQW Rf \RXU liYeV; aQd \RX aUe iQYiWiQg XV WR
fRllRZ \RX, WR acceSW WhiV ɹQal ShaQWRP fURP Whe RWheU ZRUld, aQd iW
Ueall\ iV QR PRUe WhaQ a ShaQWRP. BXW WhiV ¶RWheU·, WhiV abVeQce, WhiV
¶WUagic· feeliQg Rf e[iVWeQce, WhiV cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf Whe abVXUd, I
RbVeUYe iW iQ PeQ ZhR lead YeU\ VkilfXl, VXcceVVfXl liYeV; Whe\ hRld
fRUWh RQ Whe VXbjecW Rf aQgXiVh WR faVhiRQable aXdieQceV iQ lecWXUe
hallV, aQd iW becRPeV a WRSic fRU VchRlaUl\ eVVa\V; SeRSle ViW iQ cafpV
aQd QeZVSaSeU RɽceV ZUiWiQg abRXW aQgXiVh, cleYeUl\, VhUeZdl\,
WechQicall\, aQd ZiWh YeUbal elegaQce. The ɻRUal WUibXWeV WhURZQ WR
deaWh aUe QRWhiQg PRUe WhaQ UheWRUical ɻRXUiVheV. NR PaWWeU hRZ
SURfRXQd, hRZ iQhXPaQl\ e[iVWeQW (RU QRQe[iVWeQW!) ¶e[iVWeQWialiVW·



PeWaSh\ViciaQV Pa\ be, Whe\ Zill QeYeU VWRS aQgXiVh fURP becRPiQg
dePRWed aQd diVSlaced. BUXWe, SUiPiWiYe aQgXiVh iV fadiQg fURP RXU
liYeV; WR UediVcRYeU iW iV WR e[SeUieQce a PRPeQW Rf ZeakQeVV Zhich
iQ QR Za\ leadV back WR Whe ¶aXWheQWic· RU WR ¶Whe deSWhV Rf Whe
ab\VV·. AQcieQW ZiVdRP kQeZ WhaW Rld age iV aQ eYil ZRUVe WhaQ
deaWh. OXU PeWaSh\ViciaQV, ZhR gR RQ VR PXch abRXW ¶Whe RWheU-
WhaQ-beiQg· (WR XVe WheiU jaUgRQ \eW agaiQ), haYe liWWle WR Va\ abRXW
Rld age. ThiV iV becaXVe iW iV QRW e[ciWiQg WR WhiQk abRXW, WheUe iV
QRWhiQg RWheU-ZRUldl\ abRXW iW. IW iV ViPSl\ a Vad UealiW\; aQd \eW
WhiQkiQg abRXW iW Zill Well XV ZhaW Ze Qeed WR RYeUcRPe, aQd
iPPediaWel\, ZiWhiQ each Rf XV, QR PaWWeU hRZ \RXQg Ze Pa\ be,
aQd iQ eYeU\ PRPeQW Rf RXU eYeU\da\ liYeV. IQ aQ\ caVe Ze kQRZ
RQl\ WRR Zell WhaW Rld SeRSle dR QRW Qeed WR Pake aQ eʃRUW WR WhiQk
abRXW deaWh, VXch WhRXghWV cRPe QaWXUall\ aQd WheUe iV QRWhiQg
SRViWiYe abRXW WheP. BXW if \RXQg SeRSle feel Whe Qeed WR WhiQk
abRXW deaWh WR VWiPXlaWe WheiU VeQVe Rf beiQg aliYe, if Whe\ SURclaiP
WheiU \RXWh aUURgaQWl\ iQ Whe belief WhaW Whe ViPSle facW WhaW Whe\ aUe
\RXQg VXʃXVeV WheiU liYeV ZiWh WUXWh ² aQd if aW Whe VaPe WiPe WheiU
\RXWh becRPeV blighWed b\ Whe RbVeVViYe WhRXghW Rf deaWh ² WheQ
RQe caQ RQl\ SiW\ VXch SUePaWXUe VeQiliW\.

ThXV ShilRVRSh\ haV jRiQed fRUceV ZiWh liWeUaWXUe iQ WhiV gUeaW
cRQVSiUac\ agaiQVW PaQ·V eYeU\da\ life. EYeQ iQ RXU VR-called
¶PRdeUQ· SReWV· aQd PeWaSh\ViciaQV· PRVW SRliVhed YeUbal aQd
WechQical gaPeV Ze caQ ɹQd Whe elePeQWV Rf a ceUWaiQ cUiWiciVP Rf
eYeU\da\ life, bXW iQ aQ iQdiUecW fRUP, aQd alZa\V baVed XSRQ Whe
cRQfXViRQ beWZeeQ Whe Ueal iQ hXPaQ WeUPV aQd Whe Ueal iQ caSiWaliVW
WeUPV.

The WUXe cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life Zill haYe aV iWV SUiPe RbjecWiYe
Whe VeSaUaWiRQ beWZeeQ Whe hXPaQ (Ueal aQd SRVVible) aQd bRXUgeRiV
decadeQce, aQd Zill iPSl\ a rehabiliWaWion of eYer\da\ life.

IW iV QRW diVWiQgXiVhed SReWV aQd ShilRVRSheUV ZhR haYe SlXPbed
cRQWePSW fRU PaQ aQd hiV Ueal life WR iWV YeU\ deSWhV, bXW Whe
deVSicable aQd iQ a VeQVe bUilliaQW LRXiV-FeUdiQaQd CpliQe.49 We
PXVW UeYeUVe WhiV Vlide iQWR cRQWePSW aQd cRUUXSWiRQ. TR UehabiliWaWe
Whe PaVVeV ² Whe PaVVeV Rf iQVWaQWV WhaW ShilRVRSheUV cRQdePQ WR
¶WUiYialiW\· aV Zell aV Whe SeRSleV WhaW SReWV UelegaWe WR Whe VhadRZV ²



aUe UelaWed WaVkV. IV iW QRW iQ eYeU\da\ life WhaW PaQ VhRXld fXlɹl hiV
life aV a PaQ? The WheRU\ Rf VXSeUhXPaQ PRPeQWV iV iQhXPaQ. IV iW
QRW iQ da\-WR-da\ life (QRW Whe life Ze lead QRZ bXW a diʃeUeQW RQe,
alUead\ aWWaiQable) WhaW Whe WUXWh iQ a bRd\ aQd a VRXl PXVW be
gUaVSed? If a higheU life, Whe life Rf Whe ¶VSiUiW·, ZaV WR be aWWaiQed iQ
¶aQRWheU life· ² VRPe P\VWic aQd Pagical hiddeQ ZRUld ² iW ZRXld be
Whe eQd Rf PaQkiQd, Whe SURRf aQd SURclaPaWiRQ Rf hiV failXUe. MaQ
PXVW be eYeU\da\, RU he Zill QRW be aW all. AV RQe Rf Whe chaUacWeUV
iQ JeaQ CaVVRX·V QRYel Le CenWre dX monde e[claiPV: ¶FRU WhaW·V
ZhaW·V iPSRUWaQW, dRQ·W \RX Vee, giYiQg XS belieYiQg iQ Pagic. AQd
WheUe cRPeV a PRPeQW iQ eYeU\ PaQ·V life ZheQ he haV WR, ZheQ he·V
gRW WR WhURZ all Whe WUickV aQd PXPbR-jXPbR aZa\ fRU eYeU.·50

CaVVRX·V QRYel SRVeV a SURbleP. The debaWe iW eQgageV beWZeeQ
UeaVRQ aQd iUUaWiRQaliW\ gURZV iQWR a debaWe beWZeeQ Whe Ueal aQd
Whe XQUeal, beWZeeQ Whe hXPaQ aQd Whe iQhXPaQ, beWZeeQ Whe
P\VWeUiRXV aQd UealiW\. The WiWle iWVelf iV YagXel\ cabbaliVWic,
UedRleQW Rf P\VWeUieV WR cRPe. WheUe iV Whe CeQWUe Rf Whe WRUld?
EYeU\ZheUe, QRZheUe, ZiWhiQ XV, ZiWhiQ each Rf XV SeUhaSV. CRXld iW
be Whe SecUeW, Whe faPRXV VecUeW Rf e[iVWeQce Zhich Ze aUe VXSSRVed
WR lRRk fRU QighW aQd da\, eYeQ if Ze haYe WR gR WR Whe eQdV Rf Whe
eaUWh WR ɹQd iW? BXW aV VRRQ aV Ze begiQ UeadiQg Ze Vee a cRQɻicW
gURZiQg beWZeeQ Whe aWWUacWiRQV Rf Pagic, Whe e[SecWaWiRQ Rf a
Pagical VeQVe RU aVSecW Rf life, aQd Whe deViUe, Whe QeceVViW\, Rf
bUeakiQg Whe VSell.

AQd \eW Whe YeU\ charm Rf CaVVRX·V bRRk iV Whe child-like Pagic
Zhich fURP Whe VWaUW WUaQVfRUPV ViPSle, eYeU\da\ beiQgV. A SUeWW\
giUl becRPeV ¶Whe DXcheVV Rf MRQWba]RQ·, aQ Rld PaQ becRPeV ¶Whe
Old MaQ Rf Whe MRXQWaiQ·. AQd Whe faWheU, Whe Zi]aUd, keeSeU Rf Whe
VecUeW aQd diVSeQVeU Rf gRRd WhiQgV, ZhaW iV he Ueall\? A fRUPeU
bXUeaXcUaW, a SRRU Rld PaQ ZiWh UheXPaWiVP aQd fXQQ\ liWWle habiWV
ZhR dieV like eYeU\RQe elVe, aQd ZhRVe cRUSVe VPellV bad. HplqQe iV
Whe Pagic, P\VWeUiRXV ZRPaQ, Whe SXUe fePiQiQe P\Wh VRXghW b\
RaShael, ZhR ɹQdV heU WhURXgh a chaQce eQcRXQWeU, RQl\ WR lRVe heU
agaiQ iQ Whe diVaSSRiQWPeQW Rf heU UealQeVV. RaShasl liYeV iQ a
heUPeWic aQd P\VWeUiRXV ZRUld, aQ iQcRPSleWe beiQg, alRQe aQd
SRZeUleVV. LRVW iQ Whe VRcieW\ he haV UejecWed, he VeekV UefXge iQ a



Pagical ZRUld ZheUe cRQɻicW haV beeQ eliPiQaWed, ZheUe eYeU\WhiQg
iV UeaVVXUiQg, aQd UeVRlYeV hiV SURblePV b\ deQ\iQg WhaW Whe\ e[iVW.
He cRPeV dRZQ WR eaUWh agaiQ ² aW Whe PRPeQW Rf deaWh. TheQ, aV
he VlideV iQWR QRWhiQgQeVV, eYeU\WhiQg he haV liYed WhURXgh fallV iQWR
Slace accRUdiQg WR Whe SeUVSecWiYeV aQd SURSRUWiRQV Rf Whe Ueal
ZRUld. AW laVW he XQdeUVWaQdV, aQd ZaQWV WR gR RQ liYiQg. TRR laWe.
¶HRZ lRQg Whe QighW VeePed, aQd \eW iW did QRW becRPe faQWaVWic.
The faQWaVWic had haSSeQed befRUe. OXWVide, WheUe ZaV Whe VWUeeW,
QRW a PeadRZ fXll Rf lXQaU hRUVeV. EYeU\WhiQg faQWaVWic ZaV iQ Whe
SRRU life he had led¬«·51

HeUe deaWh QR lRQgeU aSSeaUV aV Whe MXVe Rf SReWV aQd
PeWaSh\ViciaQV, Whe ¶gUeaW caSWaiQ· aQd ¶Vhe ZhR giYeV XV life·
(BaXdelaiUe), bXW aV Whe gUeaW diVillXViRQPeQW Zhich SXWV eYeU\WhiQg
back iQ Slace. AUe Ze WheQ cRQdePQed WR heViWaWe, WR ZaYeU
beWZeeQ Velf-deceSWiRQ aQd aZaUeQeVV, beWZeeQ Whe illXViRQ WhaW
cRQfRXQdV XV aQd Whe UealiW\ Zhich iQ iWV Za\ iV eTXall\
cRQfRXQdiQg?

JeaQ CaVVRX·V bRRk UePaiQV a QRYel abRXW a defeaW, aQ XQUeVRlYed
dXaliW\. IW failV WR UeVRlYe Whe SURbleP Rf Whe PaUYellRXV, bXW SRVeV iW
ZiWh a ceUWaiQ lXcidiW\; iW iV alPRVW a faUeZell WR Pagic; VXch ZRUkV
aQQRXQce Whe eQd Rf RQe eUa aQd Whe begiQQiQg Rf a QeZ RQe.52

¶SSiUiWXall\· Ze haYe QRW \eW lefW Whe QiQeWeeQWh ceQWXU\. WheQ Whe
QeZ PaQ haV ɹQall\ killed Pagic Rʃ aQd bXUied Whe URWWiQg cRUSVeV
Rf Whe Rld ¶P\WhV· ² ZheQ he iV RQ Whe Za\ WRZaUdV a cRheUeQW XQiW\
aQd cRQVciRXVQeVV, ZheQ he caQ begiQ Whe cRQTXeVW Rf hiV RZQ life,
UediVcRYeUiQg RU cUeaWiQg greaWness in eYer\da\ life ² aQd ZheQ he caQ
begiQ kQRZiQg iW aQd VSeakiQg iW, WheQ aQd RQl\ WheQ Zill Ze be iQ a
QeZ eUa.



2

The Knowledge of Everyday Life

TheUefRUe, iQ Whe cRQWePSRUaU\ SeUiRd, aUW aQd ShilRVRSh\ haYe
dUaZQ clRVeU WR eYeU\da\ life, bXW RQl\ WR discrediW iW, XQdeU Whe
SUeWe[W Rf giYiQg iW a QeZ UeVRQaQce.

ThiV acWiRQ agaiQVW life UeVePbleV Whe ¶UighW-ZiQg cUiWiTXe· Rf
iQVWiWXWiRQV aQd WhiQgV Zhich ZaV Uife dXUiQg Whe SeUiRd Rf
VXSeUɹcial fUeedRP aQd abVWUacW dePRcUac\ SUecediQg Whe cRllaSVe
Rf 1940; fRU VeYeUal decadeV BaUUqV, MaXUUaV aQd WheiU diVciSleV ²
aQd PaQ\ RWheUV aV Zell ² gQaZed aZa\ aW Whe VWUXcWXUe aQd
VXbVWaQce Rf dePRcUac\ like WeUPiWeV, fURP ZiWhiQ, bRWh iQ WhRXghW
aQd acWiRQ.1 The\ cUiWici]ed iWV SRliWical ecRQRP\, eYeQ aSSeaUiQg WR
aWWack caSiWaliVP aQd WUXVWV iQ Whe QaPe Rf SUecaSiWaliVW ideRlRgieV
aQd iQVWiWXWiRQV (gXildV, Whe SUiPac\ Rf Whe VSiUiWXal UealP, eWc.).

The RQl\ Ueal cUiWiTXe ZaV aQd UePaiQV Whe criWiqXe of Whe lefW.
Wh\? BecaXVe iW alRQe iV baVed XSRQ knoZledge.

M\VWical RU PeWaSh\Vical cUiWiciVP Rf eYeU\da\ life, be iW fURP
SReWV RU ShilRVRSheUV, eQdV XS iQ a UeacWiRQaU\ SRViWiRQ, eYeQ if aQd
abRYe all ZheQ iWV aUgXPeQWV haYe formal ViPilaUiWieV ZiWh WhRVe Rf
Whe ¶lefW·. EVcaSe fURP life RU UejecWiRQ Rf life, UecRXUVe WR RXWPRded
RU e[haXVWed Za\V Rf life, QRVWalgia fRU Whe SaVW RU dUeaPV Rf a
VXSeUhXPaQ fXWXUe, WheVe SRViWiRQV aUe baVicall\ ideQWical. ThiV iV
Zh\ e[WUePiVW, ¶faU-lefW· cUiWiTXeV VR clRVel\ UeVePble UeacWiRQaU\
RQeV. IQ FUaQce, fRUWXQaWel\, Whe WRWal, UeleQWleVV UejecWiRQ Rf life aQd
Whe Ueal ZRUld haV had QeiWheU Whe WiPe QRU Whe RSSRUWXQiW\ WR UeaS



iWV haUYeVW Rf Dead Sea fUXiWV. The WRWal UejecWiRQ Zhich, accRUdiQg WR
all aYailable dRcXPeQWaU\ eYideQce, gaYe Whe HiWleU YRXWh
PRYePeQW VWUeQgWh XQWil Whe YeU\ eQd, allRZed iW aQd SeUhaSV VWill
allRZV iW WR cRSe ZiWh Whe cRllaSVe Rf iWV ¶VXSeUhXPaQ· dUeaPV b\
giYiQg WhaW cRllaSVe Whe YalXe Rf a hRlRcaXVW. Make Whe UejecWiRQ Rf
eYeU\da\ life ² Rf ZRUk, Rf haSSiQeVV ² a PaVV SheQRPeQRQ, a
Palad\ Rf Whe deca\iQg Piddle claVVeV, a cRllecWiYe QeXURViV (ZheUe
iQ FUaQce iW ZaV PeUel\ aQ iQdiYidXal SheQRPeQRQ), aQd \RX eQd XS
ZiWh Whe HiWleUiaQ ¶P\VWiTXe·.

AW Whe VaPe WiPe aV aUW, liWeUaWXUe aQd ShilRVRSh\ ZeUe aWWackiQg
eYeU\da\ life VR UeleQWleVVl\, ZiWhRXW diVcUiPiQaWiQg beWZeeQ iWV WZR
VideV (Whe bRXUgeRiV aQd Whe hXPaQ), Whe ZRUld Rf kQRZledge ZaV
alVR PRYiQg clRVeU WR iW, bXW iQ RUdeU WR VWXd\ iW aV VeUiRXVl\ aV
SRVVible. IPSRUWaQW diVcRYeUieV ZeUe Pade iQ VeYeUal VcieQWiɹc ɹeldV
WhURXgh Whe VWXd\ Rf hXPble, eYeU\da\ aQd (aW ɹUVW glaQce)
iQVigQiɹcaQW RbjecWV. LeW XV Uecall Whe fRllRZiQg SaVVage, RQe Rf Whe
PRVW e[WUaRUdiQaU\ MaUc BlRch eYeU ZURWe, aQd a cXUiRXVl\ PRYiQg
RQe, eYeQ if RQe dReV QRW acceSW all Whe cRQclXViRQV.

NeYeUWheleVV, iQ FUaQce, WhUee PaiQ W\SeV Rf agUaUiaQ ciYili]aWiRQ Pa\ be diVWiQgXiVhed
Zhich aUe all clRVel\ liQked aW RQce WR QaWXUal cRQdiWiRQV aQd WR hXPaQ hiVWRU\. FiUVW, a
SRRU WeUUaiQ Zhich had beeQ RQl\ half-heaUWedl\, aQd fRU a lRQg WiPe iQWeUPiWWeQWl\,
e[SlRiWed, aQd Whe gUeaWeU SaUW Rf Zhich ² XS XQWil Whe QiQeWeeQWh ceQWXU\ ² UePaiQed
XQchaQged: a V\VWeP Rf eQclRVXUeV. TheQ WZR PRUe iQWeQViYe W\SeV Rf faUPiQg, bRWh iQ
SUiQciSle iQYRlYiQg Whe cRllecWiYe cRQWURl Rf SlRXghiQg, Zhich, giYeQ Whe e[WeQW Rf
cXlWiYaWiRQ, ZaV Whe RQl\ Za\ WR PaiQWaiQ Whe SURSeU balaQce beWZeeQ aUable aQd SaVWXUe
QeceVVaU\ if eYeU\RQe ZaV WR VXUYiYe ² cRQVeTXeQWl\ QeiWheU ZaV eQclRVed. The ɹUVW Rf
WheVe, Zhich Ze Pa\ cal ¶NRUWheUQ·, iQYeQWed Whe SlRXgh aQd iV chaUacWeUi]ed b\ Whe
SaUWicXlaUl\ VWURQg cRheViRQ beWZeeQ iWV cRPPXQiWieV; iW caQ be UecRgQi]ed b\ Whe
geQeUall\ elRQgaWed VhaSe Rf iWV ɹeldV, Zhich aUe gURXSed iQ SaUallel VWUiSV¬«¬FiQall\, Whe
VecRQd Rf WheVe RSeQ W\SeV, Zhich fRU Whe Vake Rf cRQYeQieQce bXW ZiWh VRPe
UeVeUYaWiRQV Pa\ be called ¶SRXWheUQ·, cRPbiQeV a cRQWiQXed XVe Rf Whe VZiQg SlRXgh aQd
² iQ Whe Midi SURSeU, aW leaVW ² WZR-\eaUl\ URWaWiRQ Rf cURSV, ZiWh QRWiceabl\ leVV
cRPPXQiW\ VSiUiW iQ Whe e[SlRiWaWiRQ Rf Whe laQd aQd agUaUiaQ life iWVelf. TheUe iV QRWhiQg
WR VWRS XV WhiQkiQg WhaW WheVe VhaUS cRQWUaVWV beWZeeQ Za\V Rf RUgaQi]iQg aQd WhiQkiQg iQ



Whe Rld UXUal VRcieWieV did QRW haYe SURfRXQd UeSeUcXVViRQV fRU Whe eYRlXWiRQ Rf Whe
cRXQWU\ RYeUall.2

HRZ PaQ\ WiPeV haYe Ze all ¶VWURlled· WhURXgh Whe FUeQch
cRXQWU\Vide ZiWhRXW kQRZiQg hRZ WR deciSheU Whe hXPaQ laQdVcaSe
befRUe RXU e\eV! We lRRk ZiWh Whe e\eV Rf XQVkilled aeVWheWeV ZhR
cRQfXVe QaWXUal facWV ZiWh hXPaQ facWV, ZhR RbVeUYe Whe SURdXcW Rf
hXPaQ acWiRQV ² Whe face WhaW a hXQdUed ceQWXUieV Rf ZRUkiQg Whe
VRil haYe giYeQ WR RXU laQd ² aV WhRXgh iW ZeUe Whe Vea RU Whe Vk\,
ZheUe Whe Zake Rf PaQ·V SaVVage TXickl\ fadeV aZa\. We dR QRW
kQRZ hRZ WR Vee WhiV UealiW\, VR QeaU aQd VR YaVW, WheVe fRUPV
cUeaWiYe labRXU haV SURdXced. CiW\ dZelleUV geWWiQg aZa\ fURP iW all,
iQWellecWXalV aW a lRRVe eQd, Ze ZaQdeU WhURXgh Whe FUeQch
cRXQWU\Vide ViPSl\ fRU VRPeWhiQg WR dR, Ze lRRk bXW Ze aUe XQable
WR Vee. We aUe caXghW iQ a h\bUid cRPSURPiVe beWZeeQ aeVWheWic
VSecWacle aQd kQRZledge. WheQ Whe ɻighW Rf a biUd caWcheV RXU
aWWeQWiRQ, RU Whe PRRiQg Rf a cRZ, RU a VheSheUd bR\ ViQgiQg, Ze
WhiQk Ze aUe beiQg YeU\ cleYeU aQd YeU\ cRQcUeWe. BXW Ze aUe XQable
WR Vei]e Whe hXPaQ facWV. We fail WR Vee WheP ZheUe Whe\ aUe,
QaPel\ iQ hXPble, faPiliaU, eYeU\da\ RbjecWV: Whe VhaSe Rf ɹeldV, Rf
SlRXghV. OXU VeaUch fRU Whe hXPaQ WakeV XV WRR faU, WRR ¶deeS·, Ze
Veek iW iQ Whe clRXdV RU iQ P\VWeUieV, ZheUeaV iW iV ZaiWiQg fRU XV,
beViegiQg XV RQ all VideV. We Zill QRW ɹQd iW iQ P\WhV ² alWhRXgh
hXPaQ facWV caUU\ ZiWh WheP a lRQg aQd PagQiɹceQW SURceVViRQ Rf
legeQdV, WaleV aQd VRQgV, SRePV aQd daQceV. All Ze Qeed dR iV
ViPSl\ WR RSeQ RXU e\eV, WR leaYe Whe daUk ZRUld Rf PeWaSh\VicV aQd
Whe falVe deSWhV Rf Whe ¶iQQeU life· behiQd, aQd Ze Zill diVcRYeU Whe
iPPeQVe hXPaQ ZealWh WhaW Whe hXPbleVW facWV Rf eYeU\da\ life
cRQWaiQ. ¶The faPiliaU iV QRW QeceVVaUil\ Whe kQRZQ·, Vaid Hegel. LeW
XV gR faUWheU aQd Va\ WhaW iW iV iQ Whe PRVW faPiliaU WhiQgV WhaW Whe
XQkQRZQ ² QRW Whe P\VWeUiRXV ² iV aW iWV UicheVW, aQd WhaW WhiV Uich
cRQWeQW Rf life iV VWill be\RQd RXU ePSW\, daUkliQg cRQVciRXVQeVV,
iQhabiWed aV iW iV b\ iPSRVWRUV, aQd gRUged ZiWh Whe fRUPV Rf PXUe
ReaVRQ, ZiWh P\WhV aQd WheiU illXVRU\ SReWU\.

We haYe becRPe WRR VeQVible fRU WheVe P\WhV, Zhich iPSl\
QawYeW\; Ze QR lRQgeU belieYe iQ P\VWeUieV, bXW SUeWeQd WR belieYe iQ



WheP; aQd WheUe iV QRWhiQg VR WiUeVRPe aV Whe falVe QawYeW\, Whe falVe
VWXSidiW\ Rf ceUWaiQ SReWV ZhR iQ RWheU UeVSecWV haYe all Whe WacWicV,
Whe WUickV Rf Whe WUade, Whe WechQical VXbWleWieV Rf liWeUaWXUe aW WheiU
ɹQgeUWiSV (ClaXdel, PieUUe EPPaQXel, eWc.).3 BXW Ze aUe QRW VeQVible
eQRXgh WR geW be\RQd abVWUacW, fRUPal, PeWaSh\Vical UeaVRQ iQ RXU
liYeV aQd iQ RXU cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf WheP. ThXV Ze aUe caXghW iQ a
VWaWe Rf XQceUWaiQ WUaQViWiRQ beWZeeQ Rld aQd QeZ ReaVRQ; aQd RXU
cRQVciRXVQeVV iV VWill RQl\ a ¶SUiYaWe· cRQVciRXVQeVV (iQdiYidXal aQd
iVRlaWed, becRPiQg XQiYeUVal RQl\ iQ iWV abVWUacW fRUP, WhRXghW ²
deSUiYed Rf Ueal cRQWacW ZiWh Whe Ueal aQd Rf aQ\ cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf iWV
SUacWical aQd eYeU\da\ chaUacWeU). We SeUceiYe eYeU\da\ life RQl\ iQ
iWV faPiliaU, WUiYial, iQaXWheQWic gXiVeV. HRZ caQ Ze aYRid Whe
WePSWaWiRQ WR WXUQ RXU backV RQ iW?

Like Whe PagQiɹceQW fUXiW aQd Whe beaXWifXl cUeaWXUeV Rf
WePSWaWiRQ ² Zhich cUXPble WR aVheV VhRXld Ze WRXch WheP ²
P\WhV, ¶SXUe· SReWU\, P\VWeUieV, aZaiW XV ZiWh RSeQ aUPV.

WhR ZRXld haYe WhRXghW iW SRVVible a ceQWXU\ agR WhaW Whe ɹUVW
heViWaQW ZRUdV Rf iQfaQWV RU Whe blXVheV Rf adRleVceQWV ² RU Whe VhaSe
Rf hRXVeV ² cRXld becRPe Whe RbjecWV Rf VeUiRXV VcieQWiɹc VWXd\? IQ
VR faU aV Whe VcieQce Rf PaQ e[iVWV, iW ɹQdV iWV PaWeUial iQ Whe ¶WUiYial·,
Whe eYeU\da\. AQd iW iV Whe VcieQce Rf PaQ ² kQRZledge ² Zhich haV
bla]ed Whe WUail fRU RXU cRQVciRXVQeVV. AW all WiPeV aQd iQ all
ciUcXPVWaQceV RXU cRQVciRXVQeVV iV WePSWed WR belieYe iQ iWV RZQ
Velf-VXɽcieQc\, iWV RZQ Velf-aZaUeQeVV, iWV abiliW\ WR SRVVeVV iWVelf
aQd iWV RbjecWV. NRZ aQd agaiQ Ueal kQRZledge WeacheV iW VRPe haUd
leVVRQV iQ PRdeVW\; aQd fRU Whe fRUeVeeable fXWXUe VXch leVVRQV Zill
cRQWiQXe WR be QeceVVaU\, ViQce RXU cRQVciRXVQeVV alZa\V haV iWV RZQ
Za\V Rf iQWeUSUeWiQg Whe UeVXlWV kQRZledge iWVelf SURdXceV; iW alZa\V
feelV Whe Qeed WR belieYe WhaW VcieQce PXVW deal ZiWh VXbliPe,
P\VWeUiRXV WhiQgV ² ZheQ iW iV TXiWe ViPSl\ a PaWWeU Rf WhRVe ɹUVW
ZRUdV Rf Whe child RU Whe VhaSe Rf WhaW ɹeld (RU eYeQ, fRU Whe PRVW
XS-WR-daWe Sh\ViciVW, Whe blXe cRlRXU Rf Whe Vk\ RU Whe ¶WUiYial· iPSacW
Rf WZR bRdieV XSRQ each RWheU).

BefRUe Ze gR aQ\ faUWheU, RQe SaUWicXlaU aPbigXiW\ PXVW be
eliPiQaWed. IQ WheiU aUgXPeQWV aQd UeɻecWiRQV Whe hiVWRUiaQV Rf Whe
Rld VchRRl alZa\V Pade VXUe Whe\ iQWURdXced SaiQVWakiQgl\ deWailed



aQd RfWeQ UeSelleQWl\ WUiYial deVcUiSWiRQV Rf eYeU\da\ life aW a giYeQ
SeUiRd, Rf UR\al illQeVVeV aQd lRYe aʃaiUV, Rf life iQ Whe PedieYal
caVWle RU Rf Whe VeYeQWeeQWh-ceQWXU\ ¶SeaVaQW iQWeUiRU·. SXch deWailV
haYe QR UelaWiRQ ZhaWVReYeU ZiWh Whe idea Ze aUe likel\ WR deYelRS
Rf a kQRZledge Rf eYeU\da\ life. The\ RQl\ aSSeaU WR dR VR; aQd Whe\
aUe PeUel\ a PaVk fRU ZhiPVical iQWeUSUeWaWiRQV Rf hiVWRU\. IW iV
TXiWe SRVVible WR PRYe fURP a ¶UealiVWic· deVcUiSWiRQ Rf Whe SeaVaQW aW
ZRUk, RU Rf a ZRUkeU·V Ril-VWaiQed blXe RYeUallV, WR a faQcifXl WheRU\
abRXW SeaVaQW life RU Whe deVWiQ\ Rf Whe ZRUkiQg claVV. AQd VXch
VleighW Rf haQd iV Whe eaVieVW WhiQg iQ Whe ZRUld; iW iV hRZ PaQ\
ShilRVRShical RU SRliWical WUickVWeUV ZRUk, VXbVWiWXWiQg Whe cRQcUeWe
(Whe aSSaUeQWl\ cRQcUeWe, aQd cRQVeTXeQWl\ falVe, deceSWiYe aQd
PeQdaciRXV) b\ aQ abVWUacWiRQ (cRQVeTXeQWl\ a SRiQWleVV
abVWUacWiRQ), aQd Uel\iQg VRlel\ RQ Zell-WXUQed bXW XQcRQQecWed aQd
iQWellecWXall\ VWagQaQW ShUaVeV.

KQRZledge aQd geQXiQe WhRXghW SaVV PeWhRdicall\ fURP Whe
iQdiYidXal Vcale WR Whe VRcial aQd QaWiRQal Vcale (b\ a SURceVV Rf
WhRXghW cRPSaUable WR Whe PaWhePaWical iQWegUaWiRQ Rf YeU\ VPall
elePeQWV). ThXV Whe\ VXcceed iQ eVWabliVhiQg a VcieQWiɹc QRWiRQ Rf
Whe VRcial ZhRle ² aQd iQ SaUWicXlaU a VcieQWiɹc WheRU\ Rf social
laboXr. IQ WhiV Za\ WRRlV, aQd Whe Za\ ZRUkPeQ haQdle WheP ² be
Whe\ SeaVaQWV, cUafWVPeQ RU facWRU\ ZRUkeUV ² aSSeaU like elePeQWV,
PRPeQWV iQ Whe WRWaliW\ Rf labRXU; aQd Ze kQRZ WhaW WhiV WRWaliW\ Rf
labRXU haV PRdiɹed aQd WUaQVfRUPed Whe face Rf Whe ZRUld. IQ WhiV
cRQWe[W Whe QaWiRQ ceaVeV WR be aQ abVWUacWiRQ, a ¶PRUal SeUVRQ·
(ReQaQ), RU a (QaWiRQal RU UaciVW) P\Wh. We haYe leaUQed hRZ WR
SeUceiYe Whe face Rf RXU QaWiRQ RQ Whe eaUWh, iQ Whe laQdVcaSe, VlRZl\
VhaSed b\ ceQWXUieV Rf ZRUk, Rf SaWieQW, hXPble geVWXUeV. The UeVXlW
Rf WheVe geVWXUeV, WheiU WRWaliW\, iV ZhaW cRQWaiQV gUeaWQeVV.

Of cRXUVe, deWailV UeWaiQ WheiU bUXWal UealiW\; WhiV ZheelbaUURZ iV
VWill cUeak\ aQd cXPbeUVRPe, WhiV SeaVaQW·V life iV VWill haUVh aQd WhaW
ZRUkeU·V life iV VWill dXll aQd jR\leVV. ThiQgV haYe QRW beeQ
WUaQVɹgXUed, aQd Ze dR QRW geW caUUied aZa\ b\ P\VWical jR\. AQd
\eW RXU cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf WheVe WhiQgV becRPeV WUaQVfRUPed aQd lRVeV
iWV WUiYialiW\, iWV baQaliW\, ViQce iQ each WhiQg Ze Vee PRUe WhaQ iWVelf
² VRPeWhiQg elVe Zhich is Where iQ eYeU\da\ RbjecWV, QRW aQ abVWUacW



liQiQg bXW VRPeWhiQg eQfRlded ZiWhiQ Zhich hiWheUWR Ze haYe beeQ
XQable WR Vee. IQ facW if Whe haUVhQeVV Rf SeaVaQW life aQd Whe VTXalRU
Rf Whe faUP\aUd, RU Whe VadQeVV Rf life iQ a SURleWaUiaQ
QeighbRXUhRRd, aSSeaU iQWRleUable, Whe\ VeeP eYeQ PRUe VR RQce
Ze becRPe aZaUe Rf Whe PagQiɹceQW, gUaQdiRVe chaUacWeU Rf Whe
ZRUkV Whe\ haYe SURdXced b\ WheiU labRXU. OXU aZaUeQeVV Rf WhiV
cRQWUadicWiRQ becRPeV PRUe acXWe, aQd Ze ɹQd RXUVelYeV faced
QeceVVaUil\ ZiWh a QeZ iPSeUaWiYe: Whe SUacWical, eʃecWiYe
WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ Rf WhiQgV aV Whe\ aUe.

GXided RfWeQ XQcRQVciRXVl\ b\ WheVe SeUVSecWiYeV, Whe geQXiQel\
PRdeUQ hiVWRUiaQ haV abaQdRQed WhRVe lRfW\ VSheUeV iQ Zhich kiQgV,
geQeUalV aQd SUiQceV Rf Whe ChXUch XVed WR SaUade iQ WheiU VWaWel\
URbeV, XWWeUiQg QRWhiQg bXW hiVWRUical VWaWePeQWV. NRZ Whe hiVWRUiaQ
helSV XV WR eQWeU hiVWRUical UealiW\ b\ VhRZiQg XV fRU e[aPSle hRZ
Whe fRUPeU kiQgV Rf FUaQce WXUQed WhePVelYeV iQWR laUge feXdal
laQdRZQeUV aQd eVWabliVhed Whe VRlid fRXQdaWiRQV RQ Zhich WheiU
¶gUaQd SRlic\· ZaV bXilW b\ bX\iQg ɹefV aQd iQcUeaViQg WheiU
RZQeUVhiS Rf laQd. UQglaPRURXV facWV ZeUe acWXall\ Whe PRUe
iPSRUWaQW RQeV, aQd fRU XV hiVWRUiaQV Whe\ aUe PRUe UeYealiQg WhaQ
VeQVaWiRQal eYeQWV. HeUe Whe VhifW fURP ¶VigQiɹcaQW· facWV WR Whe VXP
WRWal Rf eYeU\da\ eYeQWV cRUUeVSRQdV e[acWl\ WR Whe VhifW fURP
aSSeaUaQce WR UealiW\ ² aQ RSeUaWiRQ Zhich iV aV iPSRUWaQW fRU
VcieQce aV iV Whe VhifW fURP iQdiYidXal elePeQWV WR Whe WRWaliW\. OQl\
WhiV ceUWaiQW\ WhaW Ze aUe PRYiQg fURP glaPRURXV aSSeaUaQceV WR
Whe eVVeQce VaYeV XV fURP Whe illXVRU\ SeUVSecWiYeV ZiWh Zhich
iQdiYidXalV aQd gURXSV haYe YieZed WhePVelYeV WhURXghRXW WheiU
hiVWRU\, allRZiQg XV WR Vee Whe begiQQiQgV Rf a VcieQce, UaWheU WhaQ a
bRRkiVh UeheaUVal Rf RXW-PRded PaVTXeUadeV.4

The gUeaW VceQeV RQ Whe VWage Rf hiVWRU\ haYe QeYeU beeQ
¶UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV· iQ Whe SV\chRlRgical aQd ShilRVRShical PeaQiQg Rf
Whe ZRUd, aV QawYe SeRSle VWill belieYe; Whe\ ZeUe QRW Whe ZRUk Rf
QawYe SeRSle, e[SUeVViQg WhePVelYeV ¶ZiWh cRPSleWe ViQceUiW\· aQd
eageU WR VSeak Whe WUXWh. The\ ZeUe PRUe like WheaWUical
¶SeUfRUPaQceV· (aQd leW XV QRW fRUgeW Whe SURfRXQd liQk WhaW haV
alZa\V e[iVWed beWZeeQ WheaWUe, acWiQg aQd life iWVelf); hiVWRUical
VceQeV haYe alZa\V beeQ cleYeUl\ aQd cXQQiQgl\ ¶VWaged· b\ ceUWaiQ



PeQ ZhR ZeUe aiPiQg fRU VSeciɹc UeVXlWV. The\ ZeUe acWV. EYeU\
ZRUd, eYeU\ geVWXUe cRQVWiWXWeV aQ acW, aQd acWV PXVW be XQdeUVWRRd
accRUdiQg WR WheiU SXUSRVe, WheiU UeVXlWV, aQd QRW PeUel\ iQ WeUPV Rf
Whe SeUVRQ VSeakiQg aQd acWiQg, aV WhRXgh he cRXld VRPehRZ
e[SUeVV RU ¶e[WeUQali]e· hiV UealiW\ aQd ViQceUiW\. MRUe e[acWl\, ZRUdV
aQd geVWXUeV e[SUeVV aQ acWion, aQd QRW ViPSl\ VRPe Uead\-Pade
¶iQWeUQal UealiW\·. WheQ PeQ VSeak Whe\ PRYe fRUZaUd alRQg WheiU
liQe Rf acWiRQ iQ a fRUce ɹeld Rf SRVVibiliWieV. YRX Qeed RQl\ ZaWch a
child WR Ueali]e WhaW ZhaWeYeU iW Va\V iV iQWeQded WR iQɻXeQce \RX, WR
RbWaiQ a VSeciɹc UeVXlW fURP \RX, aQd PXVW WheUefRUe be XQdeUVWRRd
iQ WeUPV Rf \RXUVelf, Whe PRPeQW iQ WiPe aQd Whe iQWeQWiRQ; iW iV Whe
YeU\ eVVeQce Rf childhRRd: a Zeak beiQg VeekiQg WR geW UeVXlWV fURP
VWURQgeU beiQgV ZhRP he VeeV aV beiQg WeUUible, gUaQdiRVe,
SRZeUfXl¬«¬aQd UidicXlRXV.

A keeQeU aZaUeQeVV Rf eYeU\da\ life Zill UeSlace Whe P\WhV Rf
¶WhRXghW· aQd ¶ViQceUiW\· ² aQd delibeUaWe, SURYeQ ¶lieV· ² ZiWh Whe
UicheU, PRUe cRPSle[ idea Rf WhoXghW-acWion. SiQce ZRUdV aQd
geVWXUeV SURdXce diUecW UeVXlWV, Whe\ PXVW be haUQeVVed QRW WR SXUe
¶iQWeUQal cRQVciRXVQeVV· bXW WR cRQVciRXVQeVV iQ PRYePeQW, acWiYe,
diUecWed WRZaUdV VSeciɹc gRalV. WheWheU VSRQWaQeRXVl\ RU
delibeUaWel\, Ze alZa\V geW UeVXlWV b\ UaSidl\ VXPPiQg XS Whe
ViWXaWiRQ aQd Whe SeUVRQ Ze ZiVh WR iQɻXeQce. The eʃecWV Ze XVe
Zill alZa\V haYe WheiU VhaUe Rf Sla\-acWiQg aQd aUWiVWU\, SeUVXaViRQ,
VedXcWiRQ, RUaWRUical diVSla\, iQWiPidaWiRQ, hiVWUiRQicV. IW iV QRW a
TXeVWiRQ Rf WhaW Uead\-Pade chaUacWeUiVWic Rf ViQceUe SeRSle,
¶ViQceUiW\·, RQ Whe RQe haQd, aQd Rf ¶l\iQg· (SlaQQed aQd SlRWWed b\
¶liaUV·) RQ Whe RWheU. IQ eYeU\da\ life RU iQ Whe fXll glaUe Rf Whe
WheaWUe fRRWlighWV, hXPaQ beiQgV alZa\V behaYe like m\sWiɹers, ZhR
PaQage WR ¶Sla\ a URle· SUeciVel\ b\ e[aggeUaWiQg WheiU RZQ
iPSRUWaQce. SRPeWiPeV Whe acWiQg iV cUXde, VRPeWiPeV e[WUePel\
VXbWle; aQd PRUeRYeU Whe acWRU becRPeV cRPPiWWed, cRPSURPiVed; iW
iV a VeUiRXV bXViQeVV. The SaUWV PXVW be acWed RXW XQWil Whe eQd; Whe\
aUe QRW SXUe URleV, Zhich aQ acWRU caQ giYe XS ZheQ he iV WiUed RU
ZheQ he feelV he iV acWiQg badl\. The\ e[WeQd UealiW\, aQd aUe
eTXall\ aV Ueal; acWiQg e[SlRUeV ZhaW iV SRVVible; iQ Whe abVWUacW,
Sla\-acWiQg dReV QRW e[clXde ViQceUiW\; RQ Whe cRQWUaU\, iW iPSlieV iW,



Zhile aW Whe VaPe WiPe addiQg VRPeWhiQg e[WUa ² VRPeWhiQg Ueal: Whe
kQRZledge Rf a ViWXaWiRQ, aQ acWiRQ, a UeVXlW WR be RbWaiQed.

IW iV SUeciVel\ iQ WhiV Za\ WhaW eYeU\da\ life UeVePbleV WheaWUe ²
aQd WhaW WheaWUe iV able WR UeVXPe, cRQdeQVe aQd ¶UeSUeVeQW· life fRU
Ueal VSecWaWRUV.

If he failV WR e[aPiQe hiVWRU\ iQ Whe lighW Rf eYeU\da\ life, Whe
hiVWRUiaQ iV falliQg QawYel\ aQd Rf QeceVViW\ iQWR a WUaS laid fRU
ViPSleWRQV. TheUe he iV aPRQg Whe RQlRRkeUV, RSeQ-PRXWhed, a
PiQRU iQWellecWXal WRR aZe-VWUXck WR aSSURach ² RQ SaSeU, WhaW iV ²
Whe gUeaW PeQ Rf WhiV ZRUld. SceQeV ZeUe VWaged (ZiWh PRUe WhaQ
eQRXgh ViQceUiW\) ZiWh glRU\ aQd SUeVWige iQ YieZ; Whe QawYe
hiVWRUiaQ iV WakeQ iQ, jXVW aV cRQWePSRUaUieV ZeUe. He haV QR
aZaUeQeVV, QR iURQ\, QR cUafWVPaQVhiS. He iV eUXdiWe WR Whe nWh
degUee, aQd \eW he iV ZiWhRXW VXbVWaQce, ZeighW, hXPaQ
cRQVciRXVQeVV. He iV cRQWeQW WR chXUQ RXW Whe VaPe Rld hiVWRUical
VceQaUiRV eYeQW b\ eYeQW. AQd Whe aQecdRWeV Sile XS befRUe hiP; he
iV all bXW Uead\ WR VWaUW belieYiQg iQ Whe diYiQe QaWXUe Rf kiQgV.

While WakiQg caUe QRW WR deQ\ Whe iPSRUWaQce Rf Whe leadiQg
Sla\eUV, PRUe SURfRXQd hiVWRUical VWXd\ WakeV Whe ZhRle iQWR
accRXQW: VSecWaWRUV, ViWXaWiRQV, Whe caQYaV Rf Whe iPPeQVe commedia
dell·arWe. OQce Whe hiVWRUiaQ aQd Whe e[SlRUeU Rf hXPaQ UealiW\
Ueali]e Whe\ haYe beeQ fRRled, aQd begiQ cRQVciRXVl\ liQkiQg hiVWRU\
aQd Whe kQRZledge Rf PaQkiQd ZiWh life ² eYeU\da\ life ² iQ Whe SaVW
aQd iQ Whe SUeVeQW, Whe\ Zill haYe lefW WheiU QawYeW\ behiQd. SXch
hiVWRUiaQV deQRXQce aSSeaUaQceV, WhRVe aSSeaUaQceV Zhich XVe
UealiW\ iQ a Za\ WhaW eQableV Whe ¶gUeaW PeQ Rf WhiV ZRUld· cleYeUl\ WR
QXUWXUe WheiU SUeVWige aQd SUeVeQW WheiU RZQ UealiW\ WR iWV beVW
adYaQWage ² aQd heQce WR SeUSeWXaWe WhaW UealiW\.

ThXV biW b\ biW WheUe iV a gURZiQg cRQYicWiRQ WhaW in one sense
laYiVh iQVWiWXWiRQV aQd gUaQdiRVe ideaV ZeUe faoadeV ² WheaWUical
cRVWXPeV.

OQ Whe alPRVW VWagQaQW ZaWeUV Rf eYeU\da\ life WheUe haYe beeQ
PiUageV, ShRVShRUeVceQW UiSSleV. TheVe illXViRQV ZeUe QRW ZiWhRXW
UeVXlWV, ViQce WR achieYe UeVXlWV ZaV WheiU YeU\ raison d·rWre. AQd \eW,
ZheUe iV geQXiQe UealiW\ WR be fRXQd? WheUe dR Whe geQXiQe chaQgeV
Wake Slace? IQ Whe XQP\VWeUiRXV deSWhV Rf eYeU\da\ life! HiVWRU\,



SV\chRlRg\ aQd Whe VcieQce Rf PaQkiQd PXVW becRPe a VWXd\ Rf
eYeU\da\ life.

HeUe aQd WheUe, biW b\ biW, WhRXgh Vadl\ VSRUadic, fUagPeQWed aQd
ZiWhRXW aQ RYeUall VWUaWeg\, WhiV cRQYicWiRQ iV daZQiQg iQ Whe ZRUk
Rf ceUWaiQ hiVWRUiaQV (MaUc BlRch) ² ceUWaiQ geRgUaSheUV
(DePaQgeRQ) ² ceUWaiQ SV\chRlRgiVWV. NR RQe VR faU haV aWWePSWed a
V\QWheViV.
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Marxism as Critical Knowledge of Everyday

Life

OXU age iV, iQ eVSecial degUee, Whe age Rf cUiWiciVP, aQd WR cUiWiciVP eYeU\WhiQg PXVW
VXbPiW. ReligiRQ WhURXgh iWV VaQcWiW\, aQd laZ-giYiQg WhURXgh iWV PajeVW\, Pa\ Veek WR
e[ePSW WhePVelYeV fURP iW. BXW Whe\ WheQ aZakeQ VXVSiciRQ, aQd caQQRW claiP Whe ViQceUe
UeVSecW Zhich UeaVRQ accRUdV RQl\ WR WhaW Zhich haV beeQ able WR VXVWaiQ Whe WeVW Rf fUee
aQd RSeQ e[aPiQaWiRQ.1

BXW afWeU WhiV PagQiɹceQW declaUaWiRQ Rf Whe UighWV Rf HXPaQ
ReaVRQ, KaQW failed WR gUaVS Whe eVVeQWial. He ZaV cRQWeQW WR
cUiWici]e ¶PXUe ReaVRQ·; WhXV he UePaiQed RQ WhaW leYel. OQl\ aW
ceUWaiQ PRPeQWV aQd iQ ceUWaiQ SlaceV dReV hiV cUiWiTXe UiVe WR Whe
leYel Rf a criWiqXe of man. WiVhiQg WR eliPiQaWe dRgPaWiVPV,
WheRlRgieV aQd PeWaSh\Vical V\VWePV iQ faYRXU Rf a UaWiRQal RUdeU,
he failed WR diVcRYeU Whe hXPaQ fRXQdaWiRQV XSRQ Zhich Whe
VSecXlaWiYe abeUUaWiRQV he ZaV aWWackiQg aUe fRXQded. ThiV iV Zh\
afWeU KaQW PeWaSh\Vical e[SlaQaWiRQV eQjR\ed a QeZ leaVe Rf life; hiV
cUiWical WePSeVW WXUQed RXW WR be jXVW a VWRUP iQ a WeacXS, a VTXall
Zhich XSURRWed VRPe ZeedV RQl\ WR bUiQg fRUWh RWheUV.

Wh\ dR VRPe PeQ gR RQ SXUVXiQg a ¶hiddeQ ZRUld· ZiWh VR
cRQVciRXV aQd VR ePRWiRQal a deWeUPiQaWiRQ? The\ call WhePVelYeV
ViQceUe; Whe\ haYe UedXced WheiU iQQaWe WeQdeQc\ WR SRVWXUe WR a
PiQiPXP (fRU iW iV a fXQcWiRQ Rf Whe ShilRVRShical aQd VcieQWiɹc



PiQd WR dR VR). BXW Ze caQ aUgXe WhaW, deVSiWe all WheiU ViQceUiW\,
WheiU VSecXlaWiRQV VWill cRQWaiQ elePeQWV Rf iQWellecWXal Sla\; aQd WhaW
Whe ViPSle idea WhaW Whe VecUeW Rf Whe XQiYeUVe VhRXld UeYeal iWVelf WR
WheP, aQd WR WheP alRQe, iPSlieV aQ e[aggeUaWiRQ Rf WheiU RZQ
iPSRUWaQce VR e[WUePe aV WR bRUdeU RQ Whe bXUleVTXe, UeTXiUiQg
h\SRcUiV\, Sla\-acWiQg, eYeQ clRZQiQg. BXW jXVW fRU Whe PRPeQW leW
XV SXW WR RQe Vide Whe cRQVideUaWiRQ Rf meWaph\sical WhRXghW aV
dUaPaWic SRVWXUiQg aQd h\SRcUiV\. LeW XV jXVW Va\ WhaW Whe\ aUe
ViQceUe.

OYeU WheUe I caQ heaU VRPeRQe cU\iQg RXW WR GRd ² bXW Zh\? He iV
Whe VRQ Rf a PeUchaQW, Rf a SaUYeQX. He iV Uich, he caQ liYe Rʃ hiV
SUiYaWe iQcRPe aQd dedicaWe hiPVelf WR haSSiQeVV, lRYe, VedXcWiRQ,
aUW. BXW Whe WUXWh iV WhaW he iV iQcXUabl\ bRUed. AQd \eW he iV YeU\
gifWed, ZiWW\, eYeQ bUilliaQW; he lRYeV life, aQd aW Whe VaPe WiPe haWeV
iW: ¶All e[iVWeQce PakeV Pe aQ[iRXV, fURP Whe VPalleVW gQaW WR Whe
P\VWeUieV Rf Whe iQcaUQaWiRQ; all life iV a SlagXe WR Pe, PRVW Rf all
P\Velf.· HiV WhRXghW aQd hiV iQWelligeQce PeUel\ VeUYe WR Pake hiP
aQ[iRXV abRXW eYeU\WhiQg. He haWeV hiPVelf, aQd \eW WhiQkV PRUe Rf
hiPVelf WhaQ Rf aQ\WhiQg elVe iQ Whe ZRUld: ¶BaVicall\ RQl\ RQe
TXaliW\ e[iVWV, Whe iQdiYidXal, WhaW iV Whe a[iV Rf eYeU\WhiQg.· He iV
Zalled XS ZiWhiQ hiPVelf, WUaSSed iQ Whe fUaPeZRUk Rf hiV life like
Whe bRXUgeRiV ZiWh a SUiYaWe iQcRPe, Whe iQWellecWXal, Whe liWeUaU\
hack he iV. BXW he YalXeV Whe YeU\ WhiQgV Zhich aUe deVWUR\iQg hiP,
becaXVe he e[iVWV WhURXgh WheP alRQe. He SRVVeVVeV eYeU\WhiQg iW iV
SRVVible WR SRVVeVV: PRQe\, SURSeUW\, leiVXUe, WaleQW, WhRXghW. AQd
\eW he SRVVeVVeV QRWhiQg, aQd kQRZV iW, aQd Va\V iW: ¶I belieYe I aP
bUaYe eQRXgh WR dRXbW eYeU\WhiQg, WR ɹghW agaiQVW eYeU\WhiQg; bXW I
aP QRW bUaYe eQRXgh WR UecRgQi]e QRWhiQg, WR SRVVeVV QRWhiQg.·

He dReV QRW eYeQ SRVVeVV hiV bRd\, hiV ɻeVh, hiV deViUeV. HiV
XSbUiQgiQg haV killed eYeU\WhiQg iQVide hiP. We VhRXld Ueali]e WhaW
WhiV PaQ·V faWheU ZaV QRW a UXQ-Rf-Whe-Pill VhRSkeeSeU. OQe lRQel\,
hXQgU\, SaiQfXl eYeQiQg, ZheQ VWill a \RXQg VheSheUd ZaWchiQg hiV
ɻRckV RQ Whe baUUeQ heaWh beVide Whe Vea, he cXUVed hiV GRd; aQd
jXdged hiPVelf accXUVed aQd daPQed. SXbVeTXeQWl\, WhaQkV WR hiV
dRXUQeVV aQd aXVWeUe iQɻe[ibiliW\, he PaQaged WR VaYe PRQe\ aQd WR
UiVe iQ Whe VRcial hieUaUch\. BXW he caUUied ZiWhiQ hiPVelf Whe



cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf hiV ViQ ² Rf hiV QRWhiQgQeVV. LaWe iQ life (WhURXgh
hXPiliW\, WhURXgh Vh\QeVV «) he PaUUied (aQd WeUURUi]ed) hiV
VeUYaQW. SRPeWiPeV he ZRXld Wake hiV VRQ iQWR aQ XQliW URRP aQd
Walk WR hiP iQ SaVViRQaWe WeUPV abRXW Whe ZRUld, VhiSV, SRUWV,
faUaZa\ cRXQWUieV. AW Whe VaPe WiPe he WaXghW hiP WR feaU SiQ, WR
UecRgQi]e SiQ ZiWhiQ hiPVelf. ThiV XQfRUWXQaWe VRQ adPiWV WhaW ¶if a
child ZaV WRld WhaW iW ZaV a ViQ WR bUeak hiV leg, hRZ aQgXiVhed hiV
life ZRXld be. AQd he ZRXld be all Whe PRUe likel\ WR bUeak iW.·

AQd VR WhiV \RXQg PaQ VXʃRcaWeV iQ Whe QaUURZ fUaPeZRUk Rf hiV
life aQd cRQVciRXVQeVV. He cUieV RXW fRU ² ZhaW? SRPeWhiQg diʃeUeQW,
VRPeWhiQg PRVVible. WhaW Rf hiV WhRXghWV? The\ bUiQg hiP QR
deliYeUaQce, QR fXWXUe SRVVibiliWieV. QXiWe Whe RSSRViWe, Whe\ eQable
hiP WR ¶leaS RYeU life·. AlWhRXgh he fallV iQ lRYe, he iV XQable WR
VXVWaiQ iW. He leaYeV hiV ɹaQcpe, aQd VSeQdV Whe UeVW Rf hiV life
UegUeWWiQg iW, calliQg RQ GRd WR bUiQg heU back, WR bUiQg hiV lRVW life
back ² like Rld FaXVW calliQg RQ Whe DeYil. He belieYeV iQ GRd, hiV
hRSeV aUe iQ GRd. HiV faiWh ¶VWUXggleV like RQe SRVVeVVed· agaiQVW Whe
VXʃRcaWiRQ Rf eYeU\da\ life. OQl\ WhURXgh PadQeVV, UegUeW aQd Whe
WUaQVSRViWiRQ Rf hiV deVSaiU iQWR liWeUaWXUe dReV he UePaiQ a PaQ, RU
gR be\RQd Whe VXʃRcaWiQg liPiWV Rf hiV life. He iV a belieYeU; QR, he iV
a QRQ-belieYeU. He haV hRSeV; QR, he haV QR hRSeV. ¶WhaW iV faiWh? A
URSe fURP Zhich Ze daQgle, XQleVV Ze XVe iW WR haQg RXUVelYeV
ZiWh·, aQd agaiQ: ¶FaiWh iV a caWegRU\ Zhich iV RQl\ WR be fRXQd iQ
diVWUeVV·, aQd ¶P\ dRXbW iV WeUUif\iQg·. He haWeV ViQ, aQd \eW all hiV
liWeUaU\ VkillV gUaYiWaWe aURXQd eURWiciVP aQd aQ iPSRWeQW lXVWiQg
afWeU ViQ aQd ¶Whe VecUeW Rf ViQQiQg·. HiV iQWeQVe iQQeU life iV URWWiQg
aZa\, liW b\ Whe ShRVShRUeVceQce Rf iWV RZQ deca\. He claiPV WR
Slace hiV RZQ dUaPa, hiV RZQ caVe, aW Whe ceQWUe Rf ShilRVRSh\ aQd
UeligiRQ ² WR fRXQd faiWh, all faiWh, RQ aQ aQgXiVh UeVePbliQg hiV
RZQ. He claiPV WhaW iQ hiV RZQ iQWeUQal PicURcRVP he iV behaYiQg
¶iQ Whe PRVW PacURcRVPic PaQQeU·, bXW ZUiWeV: ¶HRZ aZfXl ZheQ
hiVWRU\ becRPeV ecliSVed b\ Whe PRUbid UXPiQaWiRQV Rf RXU SeWW\
WaleV.· AQd ZaQWiQg WR baVe faiWh RQ aQgXiVh, RQ Whe cU\ fRU
deliYeUaQce fURP VXbjecWiYe aQgXiVh, he ackQRZledgeV Whe dXal,
aPbigXRXV, eTXiYRcal chaUacWeU Rf hiV aQgXiVh: ¶AQgXiVh iV Whe
deViUe fRU ZhaW Ze PRVW dUead¬«¬iW iV aQ alieQ SRZeU Zhich WakeV



hRld Rf Whe iQdiYidXal, ZhR QeiWheU caQ QRU ZaQWV WR fUee hiPVelf,
fRU he iV afUaid, bXW WhaW YeU\ feaU iV a deViUe.·

The cRQɻicW beWZeeQ eYeU\da\ life aV iW iV ² aV iW haV beeQ Pade
b\ Whe bRXUgeRiVie ² aQd Whe life Zhich a hXPaQ beiQg acWXall\
dePaQdV, begV fRU, cUieV RXW fRU ZiWh all hiV VWUeQgWh, WhaW iV Whe
cRQɻicW Zhich haUURZed S¡UeQ KieUkegaaUd.2 He UeVRlYed iW iQ hiV
RZQ Za\ ² YeU\ badl\. IQ SV\chRlRg\ ² alWhRXgh SV\chRlRgiVWV aUe
QRW alZa\V able WR diVceUQ Whe deeS, hiVWRUical, VRcial aQd hXPaQ
VRXUceV Rf cRQɻicW ZiWhiQ Whe iQdiYidXal ² Whe WeUP fRU aQ iQQeU
cRQɻicW Zhich haV beeQ badl\ UeVRlYed iV ¶aQ[ieW\ QeXURViV·. BXW Whe
QRWiRQ Rf a PRUbid cRQdiWiRQ dReV QRW fXll\ e[SlaiQ Whe ViWXaWiRQ Rf
VRPeRQe like KieUkegaaUd. We PXVW XQdeUVWaQd WhaW hiV faiWh, aQd
hiV aSSeal WR Whe ZRUld be\RQd, aUe baVed RQ Whe dePaQdV Rf hiV
eaUWhl\ beiQg; WhaW hiV PadQeVV iV baVed XSRQ hiV UealiW\ aQd hiV
UaWiRQaliW\. WheQeYeU he aWWePSWV WR VWRS beiQg a VlaYe WR QeceVViW\,
aQd WR UeYRlW agaiQVW UealiW\ aV ¶URbXVW chaPSiRQ·, he iV PakiQg a
SURWeVW agaiQVW life aV iW iV iQ e[iVWiQg VRcieW\, aQd WhaW iV Whe UealiW\
he UejecWV. AQd if RQ Whe ideRlRgical leYel KieUkegaaUd·V ShilRVRSh\
haV fXQcWiRQed aV a UeacWiRQaU\ ShilRVRSh\ (iQ hiV aSSeal WR Whe
abVXUd, WR Whe iUUaWiRQal, WR faiWh ZiWhRXW kQRZledge), ZheQ Ze Vee
hiV ZRUk aV a ZhRle aQd iQ Whe cRQWe[W Rf Whe hRSeleVV ¶e[iVWeQce· he
led Ze Ueali]e WhaW iW QeYeUWheleVV RʃeUV aQ iPSlacable cUiWiciVP Rf
bRXUgeRiV life: diVVaWiVɹed, VXʃRcaWed, Whe iQdiYidXal feelV aV WhRXgh
he iV d\iQg befRUe he haV liYed, aQd iV fRUced iQWR Whe iQVaQe
ViWXaWiRQ Rf SleadiQg fRU a ¶UeSeWiWiRQ· Rf Whe life he haV QeYeU had.
IPSUiVRQed b\ a QeceVViW\ he caQQRW XQdeUVWaQd, aQd deVSeUaWel\
dRXbWiQg Whe SRZeU Rf UeaVRQ Zhich failV WR bUiQg hiP anoWher life (a
diʃeUeQW life) bXW Zhich VeePV iQVWead WR aSSURYe aQd jXVWif\ WhaW
QeceVViW\, he aSSealV WR Whe abVXUd. He eYeQ giYeV XS e[SecWiQg aQ\
ZRUld be\RQd, bXW PakeV dR ZiWh aVkiQg fRU a ¶UeSeWiWiRQ· Rf hiV life,
a chaQce WR VWaUW agaiQ.

TheRlRgical faiWh iV dead, PeWaSh\Vical UeaVRQ iV dead. AQd \eW
Whe\ liYe RQ, Whe\ Wake RQ QeZ life ² iQVaQel\, abVXUdl\ ² becaXVe
Whe ViWXaWiRQ aQd Whe hXPaQ cRQɻicWV fURP Zhich Whe\ ZeUe bRUQ
haYe QRW beeQ UeVRlYed. NRZ WheVe cRQɻicWV aUe QRW iQ Whe UealP Rf
WhRXghW alRQe, bXW in eYer\da\ life. The ZRUkV Rf BaXdelaiUe, like



DRVWReYVk\·V RU RiPbaXd·V, Pa\ Wake RQ a UeYRlXWiRQaU\ PeaQiQg ²
SURYided WhaW Whe\ aUe XQdeUVWRRd aQd ViWXaWed b\ kQRZledge, b\
VRcial cUiWiciVP Rf PeQ aQd ideaV. ThiV iV alVR WUXe Rf KieUkegaaUd·V
ZRUkV, aV lRQg aV Whe\ aUe XQdeUVWRRd aQd ViWXaWed ZiWhiQ a geQeUal
cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life. TakeQ iQ WhePVelYeV, iQ iVRlaWiRQ, WheVe
ZRUkV SURYRke abVXUd, illXVRU\ feeliQgV; ViWXaWed iQ Whe RYeUall
cRQWe[W Rf Whe hXPaQ SURblePV Rf RXU WiPe, WheiU chaUacWeU chaQgeV.
ThiV ¶UeYiViRQ· Rf PeaQiQgV aQd ¶YalXeV·, aV bURXghW abRXW b\
kQRZledge, Zill VXUSUiVe RQl\ WhRVe ZhRVe WhRXghWV aUe SeWUiɹed iQ
aQ aWWiWXde Rf cRQWePSlaWiRQ WRZaUdV PeQ aQd WheiU ZRUkV.

RaWiRQal cUiWiciVP, ZheQ caUUied WhURXgh WR iWV lRgical cRQclXViRQ,
Zill deal QRW RQl\ ZiWh ¶PXUe ReaVRQ· bXW alVR ZiWh life iQ all iWV
iPSXUiW\. FURP aQ iQWellecWXal heaYeQ ZheUe Whe ghRVWV Rf fRUPeU
gRdV baWWle RQ, cUiWical WhRXghW Zill deVceQd iQWR eYeU\da\ life.
CUiWiciVP Rf ideaV Zill QRW be abaQdRQed, faU fURP iW: WakeQ XS RQ
aQRWheU leYel, iW Zill becRPe deeSeU, ViQce iW Zill haYe becRPe
cUiWiciVP Rf PeQ aQd acWiRQV.

IQ ¶SXUe· ideaV, aV iQ Whe gUeaW ceUePRQieV Rf UR\al cRXUWV, Ze caQ
SeUceiYe a ceUWaiQ aPRXQW Rf ceUePRQiRXVQeVV, eWiTXeWWe, delibeUaWe
aQd SUeWeQWiRXV gUaQdQeVV ² Rf Sla\-acWiQg ² Zhich QR lRQgeU fRRlV
XV. LRXiV XIV·V diYiQe SUeVWige Pa\ haYe diVaSSeaUed, bXW WhiV RQl\
eQhaQceV RXU aSSUeciaWiRQ Rf iWV e[SeUW VWagiQg, gUaQdiRVe VSecWacle
aQd delighWfXl eQWeUWaiQPeQWV, VR VSleQdidl\ VeW aPRQg Whe halbeUdV,
PXVkeWV aQd caQRQV. AV ZiWh LRXiV XIV, VR iW iV ZiWh BRVVXeW aQd hiV
DiscoXrse on UniYersal HisWor\;3 bXW haYe QR feaU, Ze Pa\ aSSUeciaWe
iWV high VW\le, cRQVWUXcWiRQ aQd Sace all Whe PRUe QRZ WhaW Ze aUe QR
lRQgeU iQWiPidaWed aQd WhaW Ze caQ Vee iW fRU ZhaW iW Ueall\ iV ² a
diVSla\, a ZRUk Rf aUW! We dR QRW haYe WR belieYe iQ gRdV aQd ¶SXUe·
ideaV iQ RUdeU WR aSSUeciaWe Whe WUXe ¶ZRUWh· Rf Whe VSecWacle Whe\
aʃRUd. QXiWe Whe cRQWUaU\, iW iV ZheQ Ze VWRS belieYiQg iQ WheP WhaW
Whe\ Wake RQ a ¶SXUe· aeVWheWic VigQiɹcaQce, aQd iQ geQeUal iW iV ZheQ
RXU belief iQ gRdV aQd ideaV VWaUWV WR ZaYeU (ZheQ Whe\ caQ VWill
PRYe XV, bXW QRW RYeUZhelPiQgl\ VR) WhaW Whe\ becRPe VXbjecW
PaWWeU fRU gUeaW aUW. ReligiRXV dUead, UeligiRXV hRSe, diYiQe
¶SUeVeQce·, feaU iQVSiUed b\ P\WhV ZheQ P\Wh iV acceSWed aV a SaUW



Rf life, all WheVe SUeclXde aeVWheWic cRQVideUaWiRQV. HeUe Whe laZ Rf
Whe diVSlacePeQW Rf Whe iUUaWiRQal4 ɹQdV a QeZ aSSlicaWiRQ.

¶PXUe· ideaV haYe Ueal PeaQiQg, aV MaU[ aQd EQgelV VR SURfRXQdl\
XQdeUVWRRd. AV hiVWRUiaQV, Whe\ UefXVed WR be idle RQlRRkeUV Rf
hiVWRU\. AV ShilRVRSheUV, Whe\ VWRSSed beiQg PeUe ɻieV RQ Whe Zall
VR faU aV SRliWicV ZaV cRQceUQed. The\ ZeUe Whe ɹUVW WR SeUceiYe hRZ
WhRXghW iV liQked WR acWion. The\ ZeUe able WR geW WR Whe YeU\ URRWV Rf
ideaV, WR Whe fXQdaPeQWal TXeVWiRQV. WiWh MaU[ aQd EQgelV
ShilRVRShical WhRXghW aW iWV PRVW cRheUeQW aQd PRVW PeWhRdical
cRPeV dRZQ WR Whe leYel Rf life aQd SeQeWUaWeV iW, UeYealV iW. B\
UefXViQg WR leaYe Whe Ueal ZRUld fRU Whe e[ile Rf a ZRUld be\RQd ² b\
becRPiQg Whe cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd Whe cUiWiTXe Rf PaQkiQd, Rf PeQ
aQd Rf hXPaQ cRQdiWiRQV ² CUiWical ReaVRQ, Whe CUiWical ReaVRQ Rf
DeVcaUWeV aQd KaQW, becRPeV cRQcUeWe, acWiYe aQd cRQVWUXcWiYe.

A PRdeUQ SURleWaUiaQ iV QRW ɹUVW aQd fRUePRVW a PaQ ZiWh a
Uead\-Pade hXPaQ VRXl RU QaWXUe Rf Zhich he iV iQ fXll ¶VSiUiWXal·
SRVVeVViRQ, a PaQ ZhR leadV a SURleWaUiaQ life ViPSl\ becaXVe Rf aQ
XQfRUWXQaWe cRQjXQcWiRQ Rf ciUcXPVWaQceV. HiV RSiQiRQV aQd feeliQgV
aV a ZRUkeU aUe QRW VRPeWhiQg WhaW Whe ha]aUdV Rf faWe haYe
VXSeUiPSRVed XSRQ aQ alUead\ acTXiUed, ¶deeS· hXPaQ eVVeQce,
VRPeWhiQg e[WeUQal WR iW, aQd SURdXced b\ TXeVWiRQable iQɻXeQceV
aQd WheRUieV. NR. FiUVW Rf all he liYeV Whe dail\ life Rf a SURleWaUiaQ;
aQd if he becRPeV hXPaQi]ed, iW iV becaXVe he haV VXcceeded ² b\
lXck RU b\ Zill-SRZeU ² iQ WUaQVceQdiQg SURleWaUiaQ life.

BXW heUe Whe SURbleP geWV a liWWle PRUe cRPSle[. The SURleWaUiaQ
¶cRQdiWiRQ· haV a dXal aVSecW ² PRUe SUeciVel\, iW iPSlieV a dialecWical
PRYePeQW. OQ Whe RQe haQd iW WeQdV WR RYeUZhelP aQd cUXVh Whe
(iQdiYidXal) SURleWaUiaQ XQdeU Whe ZeighW Rf Whe WRil, Whe iQVWiWXWiRQV
aQd Whe ideaV Zhich aUe iQdeed iQWeQded WR cUXVh hiP. BXW aW Whe
VaPe WiPe, aQd iQ aQRWheU UeVSecW, becaXVe Rf hiV iQceVVaQW
(eYeU\da\) cRQWacW ZiWh Whe Ueal aQd ZiWh QaWXUe WhURXgh ZRUk, Whe
SURleWaUiaQ iV eQdRZed ZiWh fXQdaPeQWal healWh aQd a VeQVe Rf
UealiW\ Zhich RWheU VRcial gURXSV lRVe iQ VR faU aV Whe\ becRPe
deWached fURP SUacWical cUeaWiYe acWiYiW\. The SeWW\ bRXUgeRiV aQd
Whe bRXUgeRiV, Whe iQWellecWXalV aQd Whe VSecialiVWV ² Whe\ all
degeQeUaWe, deca\ aQd ZiWheU. CRQVideUed cRllecWiYel\ aV aQ



RSSUeVVed claVV, Whe SURleWaUiaW iV aV ¶deSUiYed· Rf cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd
cXlWXUe aV iW iV Rf ZealWh, SRZeU aQd haSSiQeVV. BXW WhiV deSUiYaWiRQ
SURYeV WR be Rf a TXiWe diʃeUeQW kiQd WR WhaW Zhich deYaVWaWeV Whe
¶SUiYaWe cRQVciRXVQeVV·, Whe ¶SUiYaWe· life Rf Whe bRXUgeRiV RU SeWW\-
bRXUgeRiV iQdiYidXal. The laWWeU iV QRW aZaUe, RU iV RQl\ SaUWl\
aZaUe, Rf beiQg deSUiYed. He WeQdV WR becRPe ZiWhdUaZQ aQd WR
cRQɻaWe hiV ¶deSUiYaWiRQ· aQd hiV SURSeUW\, fRU Whe WZR gR WRgeWheU:
he WhiQkV he RZQV hiV Velf, hiV ideaV, hiV life, hiV faPil\, hiV cRXQWU\,
jXVW aV he RZQV hiV PaWeUial ¶aVVeWV·. The deSUiYaWiRQ Rf Whe ZRUkiQg
claVV iV Uich iQ SRVVibiliWieV. FRU Whe iQdiYidXal SURleWaUiaQ WR becRPe
cRQVciRXV Rf Whe SURleWaUiaW aV a claVV, Rf iWV VRcial UealiW\, aQd WhXV
Rf VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle, Rf iWV acWiRQ, aQd WheUefRUe Rf iWV SRliWical
fXWXUe, iV WR haYe alUead\ VXSeUVeded Whe SURleWaUiaQ cRQdiWiRQ. IW iV
WR haYe achieYed a gUeaW aQd WUXe WhRXghW: WhaW Rf Whe VRcial aQd
hXPaQ WRWaliW\, Rf cUeaWiYe labRXU. OQ Whe RWheU haQd, Whe SeWW\
bRXUgeRiV aQd bRXUgeRiV ZhR diVcRYeU Velf-cRQVciRXVQeVV, bXW fail WR
UejecW Whe Velf (aV Whe\ ZRXld if Whe\ caPe RYeU WR MaU[iVP) becRPe
UePRWe fURP WhiV gUeaW WUXWh; Whe\ VWRS beiQg able WR Vee PaQ,
VRcieW\ aQd hXPaQ labRXU iQ WheiU WRWaliW\. RaWheU WhaQ VXSeUVediQg
deSUiYaWiRQ Whe\ ZiWhdUaZ iQWR a ¶SUiYaWe cRQVciRXVQeVV·; XQleVV,
WhaW iV, Whe\ aUe VXɽcieQWl\ aZaUe aQd lXcid WR cUeaWe a SRliWical
PachiQe deVigQed WR e[WeQd WheiU cRQWURl ² aQd WheiU VSiUiWXal aQd
hXPaQ SRYeUW\.

TR SXW iW aQRWheU Za\, fURP Whe hXPaQ SRiQW Rf YieZ Whe
¶SURleWaUiaQ cRQdiWiRQ· aQd Whe ¶bRXUgeRiV cRQdiWiRQ· aUe
fXQdaPeQWall\ diʃeUeQW.

The proleWarian TXa proleWarian can become a neZ man. If he dReV
VR, iW iV QRW WhURXgh Whe iQWeUYeQWiRQ Rf VRPe XQVSeciɹed fUeedRP
Zhich ZRXld SeUPiW hiP WR libeUaWe hiPVelf fURP hiV cRQdiWiRQ.
SXch PeWaSh\Vical fUeedRP iV QRWhiQg PRUe WhaQ a VXUYiYal fURP Whe
fRUPeU ¶hXPaQ QaWXUe· cRPPRQ WR all PeQ. IW iV WhroXgh knoZledge
WhaW Whe SURleWaUiaQ libeUaWeV hiPVelf aQd begiQV acWiYel\ sXperseding
hiV cRQdiWiRQ. MRUeRYeU iQ WhiV eʃRUW WR aWWaiQ kQRZledge aQd
aZaUeQeVV, he iV fRUced WR aVViPilaWe cRPSle[ Wheories (economic,
social, poliWical «), i.e. WR iQWegUaWe Whe lRfWieVW ɹQdiQgV Rf VcieQce
aQd cXlWXUe iQWR hiV RZQ cRQVciRXVQeVV.



OQ Whe RWheU haQd Whe SeWW\ bRXUgeRiV aQd bRXUgeRiV, as sXch, aUe
baUUed acceVV WR Whe hXPaQ.

FRU WheP WR becRPe hXPaQi]ed, Whe\ PXVW bUeak ZiWh WhePVelYeV,
UejecW WhePVelYeV, aQ eQdeaYRXU Zhich RQ aQ iQdiYidXal leYel iV
fUeTXeQWl\ Ueal aQd SaWheWic¬ «¬ We VhRXld XQdeUVWaQd PeQ iQ a
hXPaQ Za\, eYeQ if Whe\ aUe iQcRPSleWe; cRQdiWiRQV aUe QRW
cRQɹQed ZiWhiQ SUeciVe, geRPeWUicall\ deɹQed bRXQdaUieV, bXW aUe
Whe UeVXlW Rf a PXlWiWXde Rf RbVWiQaWe aQd eYeU-UeSeaWed (eYeU\da\)
caXVeV. AWWePSWV WR eVcaSe fURP Whe bRXUgeRiV cRQdiWiRQ aUe QRW
SaUWicXlaUl\ UaUe; RQ Whe RWheU haQd, Whe failXUe Rf VXch aWWePSWV iV
YiUWXall\ iQeYiWable, SUeciVel\ becaXVe iW iV QRW VR PXch a TXeVWiRQ Rf
sXpersession bXW Rf a cRPSleWe break (APRQg iQWellecWXalV, WhiV
QRWiRQ Rf VXSeUVeVViRQ iV fUeTXeQWl\ falVe aQd haUPfXl: ZheQ Whe\
sXpersede WhemselYes as peWW\-boXrgeois or boXrgeois inWellecWXals, Whe\
aUe RfWeQ PeUel\ cRQWiQXiQg iQ Whe VaPe diUecWiRQ aQd fRllRZiQg
WheiU RZQ iQcliQaWiRQV iQ Whe belief WhaW Whe\ aUe ¶VXSeUVediQg
WhePVelYeV·. SR faU fURP gaiQiQg a QeZ cRQVciRXVQeVV, Whe\ aUe
PeUel\ PakiQg Whe Rld RQe ZRUVe. TheUe iV QRWhiQg PRUe XQbeaUable
WhaQ Whe iQWellecWXal ZhR belieYeV hiPVelf WR be fUee aQd hXPaQ,
Zhile iQ hiV eYeU\ acWiRQ, geVWXUe, ZRUd aQd WhRXghW he VhRZV WhaW
he haV QeYeU VWeSSed be\RQd bRXUgeRiV cRQVciRXVQeVV.) IQ aQ\
eYeQW, a PaQ·V cRQVciRXVQeVV, hiV cRQdiWiRQ, hiV SRVVibiliWieV, dR QRW
deSeQd XSRQ a UelaWiRQ ZiWh VRPe WiPeleVV ReaVRQ, a SeUPaQeQW
hXPaQ QaWXUe, a Uead\-Pade eVVeQce RU VRPe iQdeWeUPiQaWe
fUeedRP. HiV cRQVciRXVQeVV deSeQdV XSRQ hiV Ueal life, hiV eYeU\da\
life. The ¶PeaQiQg· Rf a life iV QRW WR be fRXQd iQ aQ\WhiQg RWheU WhaQ
WhaW life iWVelf. IW iV ZiWhiQ iW, aQd WheUe iV QRWhiQg be\RQd WhaW.
¶MeaQiQg· caQQRW VSill RYeU fURP beiQg; iW iV Whe diUecWiRQ, Whe
PRYePeQW Rf beiQg, aQd QRWhiQg PRUe. The ¶PeaQiQg· Rf a
SURleWaUiaQ·V life iV WR be fRXQd iQ WhaW life iWVelf: iQ iWV deVSaiU, RU
cRQYeUVel\ iQ iWV PRYePeQW WoZards freedom, if Whe SURleWaUiaQ
SaUWiciSaWeV iQ Whe life Rf Whe SURleWaUiaW, aQd if WhaW life iWVelf
iQYRlYeV cRQWiQXRXV, da\-WR-da\ acWiRQ (WUade-XQiRQ, SRliWical «).

The PeWhRd Rf MaU[ aQd EQgelV cRQViVWV SUeciVel\ iQ a VeaUch fRU
Whe liQk Zhich e[iVWV beWZeeQ ZhaW PeQ WhiQk, deViUe, Va\ aQd
belieYe fRU WhePVelYeV aQd ZhaW Whe\ aUe, ZhaW Whe\ dR. ThiV liQk



alZa\V e[iVWV. IW caQ be e[SlRUed iQ WZR diUecWiRQV. OQ Whe RQe haQd,
Whe hiVWRUiaQ RU Whe PaQ Rf acWiRQ caQ SURceed fURP ideaV WR PeQ,
fURP cRQVciRXVQeVV WR beiQg ² i.e. WRZaUdV SUacWical, eYeU\da\
UealiW\ ² bUiQgiQg Whe WZR iQWR cRQfURQWaWiRQ aQd WheUeb\ achieYiQg
criWicism of ideas b\ acWion and realiWies. ThaW iV Whe diUecWiRQ Zhich
MaU[ aQd EQgelV QeaUl\ alZa\V fRllRZed iQ eYeU\WhiQg Whe\ ZURWe;
aQd iW iV Whe diUecWiRQ Zhich cUiWical aQd cRQVWUXcWiYe PeWhRd PXVW
fRllRZ iQiWiall\ if iW iV WR Wake a dePRQVWUable VhaSe aQd achieYe
UeVXlWV.

BXW iW iV eTXall\ SRVVible WR fRllRZ WhiV liQk iQ aQRWheU diUecWiRQ,
WakiQg Ueal life aV Whe SRiQW Rf deSaUWXUe iQ aQ iQYeVWigaWiRQ Rf hRZ
Whe ideaV Zhich e[SUeVV iW aQd Whe fRUPV Rf cRQVciRXVQeVV Zhich
UeɻecW iW ePeUge. The liQk, RU UaWheU Whe QeWZRUk Rf liQkV beWZeeQ
Whe WZR SRleV Zill SURYe WR be cRPSle[. IW PXVW be XQUaYelled, Whe
WhUead PXVW be caUefXll\ fRllRZed. IQ WhiV Za\ Ze caQ aUUiYe aW a
criWicism of life b\ ideas Zhich iQ a VeQVe e[WeQdV aQd cRPSleWeV Whe
ɹUVW SURcedXUe.

LeW XV UeWXUQ WR RXU eaUlieU e[aPSle. AV VRRQ aV Ze VWRS beiQg
WakeQ iQ b\ Whe VSecWacle Rf Whe UR\al cRXUW Rf LRXiV XIV, Ze caQ
VWaUW lRRkiQg fRU Whe VRcial, SRliWical aQd ecRQRPic UealiWieV Zhich
WhaW VSecWacle cRQcealed. We ɹUVW PRYe fURP ideRlRgieV ²
aSSeaUaQceV, bXW VRPehRZ Ueal, SUeWeQceV, bXW eʃecWiYe RQeV ² WR
Whe PRUe cRQcUeWe (aQd WhXV PRUe hXPaQ) XQdeUl\iQg UealiWieV.
TheQ, b\ PRYiQg iQ Whe RSSRViWe, cRPSlePeQWaU\ diUecWiRQ Ze Zill
aW ɹUVW Veek WR gUaVS aQd WR UecRQVWiWXWe Whe Ueal life Rf WhaW SeUiRd,
aQd WR UediVcRYeU hRZ Whe PeQ ZhR led WhaW life cRXld VXbVcUibe WR
ceUWaiQ fRUPV Rf cRQVciRXVQeVV, ceUWaiQ SUeVWigiRXV ideRlRgieV, aQd
ɹQd WheP Yalid deVSiWe WheiU UePRWeQeVV fURP WheiU Ueal liYeV. The
cRQWUaVW beWZeeQ ideaV aQd life, Whe cRPSle[ UelaWiRQVhiS beWZeeQ
WheP, Zill WheQ eQWail QRW jXVW cUiWiciVP Rf ideaV b\ life bXW alVR, aQd
PRUe VSeciɹcall\, cUiWiciVP Rf life b\ ideaV (cUiWiciVP Rf Whe Ueal life
Rf VeYeQWeeQWh-ceQWXU\ SeaVaQWV, cUafWVPeQ, cRXQWU\ VTXiUeV RU
bRXUgeRiV b\ UefeUeQce WR Whe ¶UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV· Rf Whe ZRUld aQd Rf
WhePVelYeV WhaW Whe\ fRXQd acceSWable). WhaW dReV Whe facW WhaW Whe\
acceSWed Whe diYiQe UighW Rf kiQgV ZiWhRXW WRR PXch RSSRViWiRQ Well
XV abRXW WheiU Ueal liYeV? Wh\ did all Whe SRPS Zhich ZaV SaUW aQd



SaUcel Rf UR\al SRZeU SURYe VR eʃecWiYe? WhaW did WhiV eʃecWiYeQeVV
cRUUeVSRQd WR iQ PeQ·V liYeV? HRZ did WhRVe illXViRQV Zhich ZeUe
fRUPXlaWed iQWR ideaV b\ Rɽcial VSRkeVPeQ Wake VhaSe iQ Whe deSWhV
Rf Whe VRcial VediPeQWV aQd ¶VWUaWa·, iQ Whe heaUW Rf Whe ¶PaVVeV·?
HRZ aQd Zh\ did Whe\ acceSW WheP? IQ WhiV iQVWaQce cUiWiciVP Rf life
cRQViVWV iQ VWXd\iQg Whe PaUgiQ Zhich VeSaUaWeV ZhaW PeQ aUe fURP
ZhaW Whe\ WhiQk Whe\ aUe, ZhaW Whe\ liYe fURP ZhaW Whe\ WhiQk. IW Ue-
e[aPiQeV Whe QRWiRQ Rf m\sWiɹcaWion PRUe deeSl\. MRVW ideRlRgieV
haYe beeQ P\VWiɹcaWiRQV iQ VR faU aV Whe\ haYe VXcceeded aW ceUWaiQ
SeUiRdV iQ PakiQg PeQ acceSW ceUWaiQ illXViRQV, ceUWaiQ aSSeaUaQceV,
aQd iQ iQWURdXciQg WhRVe aSSeaUaQceV iQWR Ueal life aQd PakiQg WheP
eʃecWiYe WheUe. We PXVW ɹUVW deQRXQce P\VWiɹcaWiRQV, aQd WheQ
SURceed WR a VWXd\ Rf hRZ Whe\ cRXld haYe begXQ, Rf hRZ Whe\ ZeUe
able WR iPSRVe WhePVelYeV, aQd Rf hRZ ideRlRgical WransposiWion caQ
RSeUaWe iQ PeQ·V cRQVciRXVQeVV; fRU ideRlRgieV aQd P\VWiɹcaWiRQV aUe
baVed XSRQ Ueal life, \eW aW Whe VaPe WiPe Whe\ diVgXiVe RU WUaQVSRVe
WhaW Ueal life. A cRPSleWe XQdeUVWaQdiQg Rf P\VWiɹcaWiRQ
SUeVXSSRVeV WhaW Whe liQk beWZeeQ ideaV aQd Whe Ueal haV beeQ
fRllRZed iQ bRWh diUecWiRQV, WhXV iQcRUSRUaWiQg cUiWiciVP Rf life b\ iWV
RZQ cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf iWVelf.5

WheQ a SURleWaUiaQ belieYeV WhaW he iV ViPSl\ a ¶ciWi]eQ·
cRPSaUable WR eYeU\ RWheU ciWi]eQ, RU WhaW he iV deVWiQed WR ZRUk
becaXVe iW iV ZUiWWeQ fRU all eWeUQiW\ WhaW eYeU\ PaQ ¶PXVW eaUQ hiV
bUead ZiWh Whe VZeaW Rf hiV bURZ·, he iV beiQg m\sWiɹed. BXW hRZ,
aQd Zh\? BecaXVe fRU hiP, hiV ZRUk iV a labRUiRXV, e[haXVWiQg
bXUdeQ in real Werms, aQd ² XQdeU ceUWaiQ SUeVVXUeV ² if he dReV QRW
XQdeUVWaQd (RU knoZ) WhaW ZRUk caQ aQd PXVW becRPe VRPeWhiQg
elVe, he Pa\ Zell iQWeUSUeW iW aV a faWaliW\ Rf Whe hXPaQ cRQdiWiRQ RU
aV hiV RZQ SeUVRQal PiVfRUWXQe. BXW Whe belief iQ Whe SRliWical aQd
legal eTXaliW\ Rf Whe iQdiYidXal, Zhich iV aQ illXVRU\ belief fRU aQ\
SURleWaUiaQ ZhR WakeV iW aW face YalXe, becRPeV WUaQVfRUPed iQWR aQ
adPiUable PeaQV Rf acWiRQ aV VRRQ aV he begiQV iQViVWiQg WhaW
dePRcUac\ VWRS beiQg a legal aQd SRliWical ɹcWiRQ. The VWXd\ Rf
P\VWiɹcaWiRQV UeYealV WheiU aPbigXiW\ ² aQ aPbigXiW\ Zhich aW ɹUVW
PakeV WheP acceSWable bXW Zhich VXbVeTXeQWl\ PakeV iW SRVVible WR
VXSeUVede WheP. IQ P\VWiɹcaWiRQ aSSeaUaQce aQd UealiW\ aUe



cRQfXVed, iQe[WUicabl\ bRXQd XS WRgeWheU. BXW RQ Whe RQe haQd,
P\VWiɹcaWiRQV UebRXQd XSRQ Whe P\VWiɹeUV WhePVelYeV, QRWabl\
ZheQ cRQVciRXVQeVV SeQeWUaWeV WheP b\ VXSeUVediQg WheP (aQd
VXSeUVedeV WheP b\ SeQeWUaWiQg WheP), Zhile RQ Whe RWheU haQd,
Whe\ Weach XV VRPeWhiQg abRXW Whe liYeV Rf Whe SeRSle ZhR acceSW
WheP. ASSeaUaQce aQd UealiW\ heUe aUe QRW VeSaUaWed like Ril aQd
ZaWeU iQ a YeVVel, bXW UaWheU aPalgaPaWed like ZaWeU aQd ZiQe. TR
VeSaUaWe WheP, Ze PXVW anal\se WheP iQ Whe PRVW ¶claVVic· VeQVe Rf
Whe ZRUd: Whe elePeQWV Rf Whe Pi[WXUe PXVW be iVRlaWed.

IQ Whe ɹUVW iQVWaQce MaU[iVP Pa\ be deɹQed aV Whe VcieQWiɹc
kQRZledge Rf Whe SURleWaUiaW: iW iV Whe ¶VcieQce Rf Whe SURleWaUiaW·.
ThiV e[SUeVViRQ PXVW be XQdeUVWRRd iQ WZR Za\V: MaU[iVP VWXdieV
Whe SURleWaUiaW, iWV life, iWV UealiW\, iWV VRcial fXQcWiRQ, iWV hiVWRUical
ViWXaWiRQ. AW Whe VaPe WiPe, WhiV VcieQce cRPeV fURP Whe SURleWaUiaW
aQd e[SUeVVeV iWV hiVWRUical UealiW\ aQd iWV VRcial aQd SRliWical
aVceQViRQ.

ScieQWiɹc kQRZledge Rf WhiV VRcial UealiW\, Rf WhiV class, iPSlieV
kQRZledge Rf VRcieW\ aQd Rf Whe hiVWRU\ Rf hXPaQ cRQVciRXVQeVV iQ
WheiU WRWaliW\. The RQe leadV WR Whe RWheU; iW iV Whe RQl\
PeWhRdRlRgicall\ SRVVible VWaUWiQg SRiQW. Of cRXUVe, ZheQ a VcieQce
deYelRSV iW gReV a cRQVideUable Za\ be\RQd Whe SRiQW fURP Zhich iW
begaQ, Zhile cRQWiQXiQg WR iQcRUSRUaWe iW. AQd Whe aQal\ViV Rf Whe
SURleWaUiaW, Rf iWV pracWical, hisWorical and social UealiW\, iPSlieV aQd
iQYRlYeV Whe aVViPilaWiRQ Rf Whe deeSeVW aQd PRVW VXbWle PeWhRdV
elabRUaWed RYeU Whe ceQWXUieV b\ hXPaQ WhRXghW iQ Whe cRXUVe Rf iWV
iQYeVWigaWiRQV aQd WUial-aQd-eUURU e[SeUiPeQWV (I UefeU, Rf cRXUVe, WR
Whe dialecWical PeWhRd). ThXV Whe SURbleP Rf Whe SURleWaUiaW
eQcRPSaVVeV all Whe SURblePV Rf WhRXghW, Rf cXlWXUe, Rf Whe hXPaQ.

TR VWXd\ Whe SURleWaUiaW VcieQWiɹcall\ iV WR begiQ WeaUiQg aZa\ Whe
Yeil Rf ideRlRgieV b\ Zhich Whe bRXUgeRiVie haV aWWePSWed WR e[SlaiQ
hiVWRU\ WR iWVelf aQd WR e[SlaiQ ² WR Pake acceSWable ² Whe
SURleWaUiaQ ViWXaWiRQ WR Whe SURleWaUiaW. TheVe ideRlRgieV WeQd WR
depriYe Whe SURleWaUiaW (aV iQdiYidXalV aQd aV a claVV) Rf
cRQVciRXVQeVV, Rf Whe neZ conscioXsness iW caQ aWWaiQ aQd Zhich iV Whe
SURleWaUiaW·V RZQ achieYePeQW. TheVe ideRlRgieV VhaUe a cRPPRQ
chaUacWeUiVWic. WheWheU iW iV a TXeVWiRQ Rf UeligiRQ, Rf Whe WheRU\ Rf



¶hXPaQ QaWXUe· aQd ¶SXUe· ReaVRQ, Rf Whe allegedl\ hiVWRUical WhePeV
Rf Whe HXPaQ SSiUiW aQd iPPaQeQW jXVWice, RU Rf Whe gUeaW ¶IdeaV
Zhich VhaSe Whe ZRUld·, Whe\ aUe all idealisW and meWaph\sical. The\
aUe PaVkV Zhich Vhield PeQ fURP WheiU real liYes (Zhich iQ WXUQ
SRVeV Whe TXeVWiRQ: hRZ aQd Zh\ dR PeQ acceSW WheP? ZhaW dReV
Whe UeSeaWed cRPSliciW\ ZiWh Whe fRUceV Zhich cUXVh WheP iPSlied
b\ WhiV acceSWaQce cRQViVW Rf?).

MaU[iVP deVcUibeV aQd aQal\VeV Whe eYer\da\ life of socieW\ aQd
iQdicaWeV Whe PeaQV b\ Zhich iW caQ be WUaQVfRUPed. IW deVcUibeV aQd
aQal\VeV Whe eYer\da\ liYes of Zorkers WhePVelYeV: VeSaUaWed fURP
WheiU WRRlV, cRQQecWed WR Whe PaWeUial cRQdiWiRQV Rf WheiU labRXU
VRlel\ b\ Whe ¶cRQWUacW· Zhich biQdV WheP WR aQ ePSlR\eU, VRld like
cRPPRdiWieV RQ Whe labRXU PaUkeW iQ Whe (legal aQd ideRlRgical)
gXiVe Rf Whe ¶fUee· labRXU cRQWUacW, eWc.

The Ueal, eYeU\da\ life Rf Whe ZRUkeU iV WhaW Rf a cRPPRdiW\
eQdRZed, XQhaSSil\ fRU hiP, ZiWh life, acWiYiW\, PXVcleV ² aQd ZiWh
a cRQVciRXVQeVV Zhich Whe cRQceUWed SUeVVXUe Rf hiV MaVWeUV VeekV WR
UedXce WR a PiQiPXP RU WR diYeUW iQWR iQRʃeQViYe chaQQelV (leW iW be
Vaid WhaW WhiV SUeVVXUe iV YeU\ RfWeQ iQYRlXQWaU\ ² fRU Ze VhRXld
aYRid falliQg iQWR Whe SURleWaUiaQ P\Wh Rf Whe VadiVWic bRXUgeRiV,
URWWeQ WR Whe PaUURZ, cRQVciRXVl\ aQd VWUaWegicall\ PeQdaciRXV, a
P\Wh Zhich iQ SRiQW Rf facW RQl\ Whe FaVciVWV Pade iQWR a UealiW\).

ThXs Mar[ism, as a Zhole, reall\ is a criWical knoZledge of eYer\da\
life.

IW iV QRW VaWiVɹed ZiWh PeUel\ XQcRYeUiQg aQd cUiWici]iQg WhiV Ueal,
SUacWical life iQ Whe PiQXWiae Rf VRcial life. B\ a SURceVV Rf UaWiRQal
iQWegUaWiRQ iW iV able WR SaVV fURP Whe iQdiYidXal WR Whe VRcial ² fURP
Whe leYel Rf Whe iQdiYidXal WR Whe leYel Rf VRcieW\ aQd Rf Whe QaWiRQ.
AQd Yice YeUVa.

ThiV SeQeWUaWiRQ Rf dialecWical PeWhRd iQWR iQdiYidXal, eYeU\da\
life iV VR XQfaPiliaU WhaW iW iV abVRlXWel\ QeceVVaU\ aW WhiV SRiQW WR
RʃeU a VXPPaU\ Rf MaU[iVP cRQVideUed aV a cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\
life.



(a) CriWiqXe of indiYidXaliW\ (CeQWUal WhePe: Whe ¶SUiYaWe·
cRQVciRXVQeVV)

The YeU\ WhiQgV WhaW Pake a PaQ a VRcial aQd hXPaQ beiQg, aQd QRW
ViPSl\ a biRlRgical cUeaWXUe WhaW iV bRUQ, gURZV XS aQd dieV VWeeSed
iQ QaWXUal life ² QaPel\ hiV ZRUk, hiV VRcial acWiYiW\, hiV Slace aQd
ViWXaWiRQ iQ Whe VRcial ZhRle ² aUe Whe WhiQgV WhaW alVR liPiW hiP aQd
cRQɹQe hiP accRUdiQg WR Whe Za\ laboXr is cXrrenWl\ organi]ed.

DXUkheiP PaiQWaiQV WhaW Whe diYiViRQ Rf labRXU iV Whe fRXQdaWiRQ
fRU iQdiYidXali]aWiRQ. MaU[iVWV UeSl\ WhaW Whe fUagPeQWaWiRQ Rf
labRXU SURYideV RQl\ a negaWiYe fRXQdaWiRQ fRU iQdiYidXaliW\; iQ WhiV
ZRUld Rf SURdXcWiRQ, iQdiYidXalV haYe aQ eʃecWiYe Velf-
cRQVciRXVQeVV, bXW Rf a kiQd Zhich PakeV WheP lead iQZaUd-lRRkiQg
liYeV, ceQWUed XSRQ WheiU SaUWicXlaU Vkill aQd VSeciali]aWiRQ. AV
UegaUdV Whe UeVW Rf VRcial aQd hXPaQ life, Whe\ aUe cRQVciRXV Rf iW
RQl\ iQ VR faU aV Whe\ UejecW iW, deVSiVe iW RU WUaQVSRVe iW WR a leYel Rf
XQUealiW\. The\ WeQd WRZaUdV indiYidXalism. NRZ if hXPaQ
iQdiYidXaliW\ PXVW cRQViVW iQ a VSeciɹc UelaWiRQVhiS beWZeeQ ViQgle
beiQgV aQd Whe XQiYeUVal ² UeaVRQ, VRcieW\, cXlWXUe, Whe ZRUld ² WheQ
WheUe caQ be QR TXeVWiRQ heUe Rf Ueal iQdiYidXaliW\, bXW PeUel\ Rf aQ
abVWUacW, ePSW\, QegaWiYe form Rf iQdiYidXaliVP. ThiV fRUP, ZiWh iWV
PiQiPal cRQWeQW, iV ZhaW Pa\ be called Whe ¶SUiYaWe cRQVciRXVQeVV·.
IW iV a Velf-cRQVciRXVQeVV, bXW liPiWed, UeVWUicWed, QegaWiYe aQd
fRUPal. SeSaUaWed fURP Whe cRQdiWiRQV iQ Zhich iW cRXld ɻRXUiVh RU
eYeQ e[iVW, iW belieYeV iWVelf WR be Velf-VXɽcieQW, aQd aVSiUeV WR be VR.
IW iV iQ Whe SURceVV Rf degeQeUaWiQg. AQd Whe e[SUeVViRQ cXUUeQWl\ iQ
XVe WR deVigQaWe Whe eYeU\da\ life Rf iQdiYidXalV iQ WhiV VRcial
VWUXcWXUe ² priYaWe life ² VXPV WhiV XS SeUfecWl\.6 WheQ aQ iQdiYidXal
life iV VhaSed b\ iQdiYidXaliVWic WeQdeQcieV, iW iV liWeUall\ a life Rf
¶SUiYaWiRQ·, a life ¶deSUiYed·: deSUiYed Rf UealiW\, Rf liQkV ZiWh Whe
ZRUld ² a life fRU Zhich eYeU\WhiQg hXPaQ iV alieQ. IW iV a life VSliW
iQWR cRQWUadicWRU\ RU VeSaUaWe SRleV: ZRUk aQd UeVW, SXblic life aQd
SeUVRQal life, SXblic RccaViRQV aQd iQWiPaWe ViWXaWiRQV, chaQce aQd
iQQeU VecUeWV, lXck aQd faWe, ideal aQd UealiW\, Whe PaUYellRXV aQd Whe
eYeU\da\. IQVWead Rf e[SaQdiQg, Rf cRQTXeUiQg Whe ZRUld, WhiV
cRQVciRXVQeVV VhUiQkV iQ XSRQ iWVelf. AQd Whe PRUe iW VhUiQkV, Whe



PRUe iW VeePV WR be ¶iWV RZQ·. CUaVV aQd cRPSlaceQW, Whe iQdiYidXal
VeWWleV dRZQ aPid hiV faPiliaU VXUURXQdiQgV. CRQVciRXVQeVV,
WhRXghW, ideaV, feeliQgV, all aUe VeeQ aV ¶SURSeUW\· RQ a SaU ZiWh ¶hiV·
fXUQiWXUe, ¶hiV· Zife aQd ¶hiV· childUeQ, ¶hiV· aVVeWV aQd ¶hiV· PRQe\. IQ
WhiV Za\ Whe QaUURZeVW, PRVW baUUeQ, PRVW VRliWaU\ aVSecWV Rf life aUe
WakeQ (aQd ZiWh VXch cUXde ViQceUiW\) fRU ZhaW iV PRVW hXPaQ.

ThXV eYeU\RQe ¶iV· ZhaW he iV aQd QRWhiQg PRUe. We Zill ɹQd
deVcUiSWiRQV Rf WheVe geQeUa Rf bRXUgeRiV VRcieW\, iQclXdiQg QRW RQl\
XVXUeUV, gaQgVWeUV aQd VRcial cliPbeUV, bXW alVR all WhRVe ɹ[ed
¶beiQgV· ZhR aUe deWeUPiQed VRlel\ b\ WheiU fXQcWiRQ aQd eVWabliVhed
iQ WheiU SUiYaWe liYeV, iQ The HXman Comed\,7 ZheUe Bal]ac RʃeUV
SURbiQg accRXQWV Rf WhiV dXal QaWXUe Rf bRXUgeRiV life, Zhich ZaV
fRUPiQg aQd cRQVRlidaWiQg dXUiQg hiV lifeWiPe bXW Zhich hRldV QR
VXUSUiVeV fRU XV: RQ Whe RQe haQd, fRUPal iQdiYidXali]aWiRQ (RU aV
claVVic ShilRVRSh\ ZRXld SXW iW, a gUeaWeU VXbjecWiYiW\), WhXV aQ
eQhaQced cRQVciRXVQeVV iQ iQcUeaVed iVRlaWiRQ; RQ Whe RWheU haQd, aQ
¶RbjecWiɹcaWiRQ·, beiQgV ZhR aUe PRUe ¶iQYRlYed· iQ WheiU RZQ
Sh\VicaliW\, ZeighWieU, WhickeU, PRUe RSaTXe. ThiV dXal chaUacWeU iV
beaXWifXll\ UeɻecWed iQ Bal]ac·V ZRUk, iQ iWV YeU\ VW\le: VR ZeighW\,
cRPSaUed ZiWh Whe lighWQeVV Rf Whe eighWeeQWh ceQWXU\, aQd VR lXcid.
ThiV dXal chaUacWeU alVR cRUUeVSRQdV WR Whe dXal chaUacWeU Rf
bRXUgeRiV VRcieW\: SURgUeVViYe iQ WeUPV Rf WechQRlRg\, WhRXghW,
cRQVciRXVQeVV ² bXW RWheUZiVe UeWURgUeVViYe. AQd ɹQall\ iW
cRUUeVSRQdV WR Whe dXal chaUacWeU Rf caSiWal: a bUXWal RbjecWiYe
realiW\ Zhich elXdeV hXPaQ Zill aQd dUagV iW alRQg WRZaUdV a
SUedeVWiQed faWe fRU aV lRQg aV hXPaQ WhRXghW aQd acWiRQ, VWUaiQiQg
WRZaUdV aQRWheU RUdeU, caQQRW UeYeUVe iW ² aQd \eW aW Whe VaPe WiPe
aQ abVWUacWiRQ, aQ XnrealiW\, a cRPSle[ Rf VigQV aQd cRQceSWV.

BefRUe Bal]ac, iQ WhaW eSic Rf hXPaQ cRQVciRXVQeVV iQ Whe
aVceQdaQW Zhich beaUV Whe QaPe The Phenomenolog\ of SpiriW, Hegel
had iURQicall\ deVcUibed ¶abVWUacW aQiPalV·, VSecialiVWV, e[SeUWV,
iPSUiVRQed iQ a QaUURZ ɹeld Rf SUacWice RU WhRXghW.

AQd QRZada\V Ze aUe VWill VWUXggliQg ZiWh WhiV deeS ² iQ RWheU
ZRUdV eYer\da\ ² cRQWUadicWiRQ: ZhaW PakeV each Rf XV a hXPaQ
beiQg alVR WXUQV WhaW hXPaQ beiQg iQWR VRPeWhiQg iQhXPaQ. MRUe
biRlRgical WhaQ WUXl\ hXPaQ, WhiV RUgaQi]aWiRQ VPRWheUV Whe



iQdiYidXal, diYidiQg hiP aQd VWXQWiQg hiV deYelRSPeQW aW Whe YeU\
PRPeQW iW iV VWUiYiQg WR cUeaWe hiP aV a hXPaQ iQdiYidXal. IW iV jXVW
RQe Rf Whe PaQ\ SaiQfXl cRQWUadicWiRQV RXU eUa iV e[SeUieQciQg, aQd
Zhich Ze PXVW UeVRlYe if Ze aUe WR PRYe fRUZaUd. TheVe
cRQWUadicWiRQV aUe aW Whe VaPe WiPe a PeaVXUe Rf Whe gUeaWQeVV, Whe
UichQeVV aQd Whe VXʃeUiQg Rf Whe age iQ Zhich Ze liYe. We aUe all
faPiliaU ZiWh Whe dUaPa Rf \RXWh deVWUR\ed b\ WhiV aUUeVWed VWaWe Rf
Whe hXPaQ beiQg, aV alVR ZiWh WhaW dUaPa Rf PRUe PaWXUe, PRUe
cRQVciRXV \eaUV, acWed RXW ZiWhiQ Whe aVSh\[iaWiQg VWUaiW-jackeW Rf
fUagPeQWed acWiYiWieV.

HRZ caQ WhiV RUgaQi]aWiRQ be VXSeUVeded? B\ SUacWical aQd
WheRUeWical SaUWiciSaWiRQ iQ ZRUk aQd iQ Whe kQRZledge Rf ZRUk, iQ
Whe VRcial aQd hXPaQ WRWaliW\. If Whe ZRUld iV WR be WUaQVfRUPed, WhiV
iV RQe Rf Whe fXQdaPeQWal SURblePV.

We PXVW VXSeUVede Whe ¶SUiYaWe cRQVciRXVQeVV·.

(b) CriWiqXe of m\sWiɹcaWions
(CeQWUal WhePe: Whe ¶P\VWiɹed· cRQVciRXVQeVV)

We VhRXld QRWe WhaW Whe SURleWaUiaQ dReV QRW eVcaSe Whe daQgeUV Rf
Whe ¶SUiYaWe cRQVciRXVQeVV· cRPSleWel\. AgUeed, hiV ZRUk iV alZa\V
cRllecWiYe, aQd WhiV WeQdV WR UeiQfRUce hiV aZaUeQeVV Rf VRcial acWiYiW\
aQd VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle.

HRZeYeU, Whe WaVkV Rf ZRUkeUV iQ ZRUkVhRSV RU eYeQ iQ facWRUieV
aUe geQeUall\ fUagPeQWed. The PRVW WaQgibl\ cRllecWiYe ZRUk ²
aVVePbl\-liQe ZRUk ² iV alVR Whe PRVW e[haXVWiQg. HXPaQ cRQWacWV
WeQd WR be eVWabliVhed afWeU ZRUk, RXWVide Whe facWRU\, iQ cafpV,
VSRUWV WeaPV, eWc. ThXV Whe fRUPV iQ Zhich WheVe cRQWacWV aUe
eVWabliVhed aUe SUeciVel\ WhRVe Rf Whe iQdiYidXaliVWic bRXUgeRiVie
(faPil\, SUeVV, ciQePa, eWc.).

AlWhRXgh Whe PaWeUial cRQdiWiRQV Rf PRdeUQ SURdXcWiRQ WeQd WR
fRUP a VRcial aQd hXPaQ cRQVciRXVQeVV ZhRVe ɹUVW VWage iV claVV
cRQVciRXVQeVV, WheUe iV QRWhiQg iQeYiWable abRXW WhiV fRUPaWiRQ. IW iV
QRW sponWaneoXs. (The WheRU\ Rf SURleWaUiaQ VSRQWaQeiW\ caPe fURP
iQWellecWXalV ZhR had ¶VWXdied· Whe SURleWaUiaW!) CRQVciRXVQeVV PXVW



be gaiQed RYeU aQd RYeU agaiQ WhURXgh acWiRQ aQd VWUXggle aV Zell
aV WhURXgh RUgaQi]aWiRQV ZhRVe URle iV WR SeQeWUaWe eYeU\da\ life
aQd WR iQWURdXce a QeZ, PRUe eleYaWed elePeQW (fURP XQiRQV WR
VSRUWV aQd ¶cXlWXUal· RUgaQi]aWiRQV «).

IQ life WheUe aUe QR abVRlXWe bRXQdaUieV. The SURleWaUiaW QR PRUe
haV a Uead\-Pade eVVeQce, VRXl RU cRQVciRXVQeVV (cleaUl\ VeSaUaWe
fURP ¶bRXUgeRiV· UealiWieV) WhaQ dReV hXPaQiW\ WakeQ aV a ZhRle.
HeQce Whe URle Rf knoZledge aV bRWh acWiRQ aQd WheRU\.

AQd VR Whe bRXUgeRiVie caQ e[eUW SeUPaQeQW, aQd WR a ceUWaiQ
e[WeQW VXcceVVfXl, SUeVVXUeV XSRQ Whe SURleWaUiaW ² aQ iQɻXeQce
Zhich WeQdV WR VSliW iW XS iQWR iQdiYidXalV.8 IQdiYidXaliVP iV QRW
ViPSl\ a WheRU\, bXW alVR a facW aQd a claVV ZeaSRQ. IW iV QRW ViPSl\
WhURXgh iWV ideaV aQd iWV cRQceSWiRQ Rf Whe ZRUld WhaW Whe
bRXUgeRiVie e[eUWV WhiV iQɻXeQce. AdPiWWedl\, iWV WheRUeWical
iQdiYidXaliVP, iWV ¶VRcial aWRPiVP·, aUe b\ QR PeaQV iQeʃecWXal, bXW
Whe Za\ iW acWXall\ RUgaQi]eV eYeU\da\ life, leiVXUe, faPil\ life, eWc.,
iV iQɹQiWel\ PRUe iPSRUWaQW.

PaUadR[icall\ ² RU aSSaUeQWl\ VR ² Whe bRXUgeRiVie iV a claVV Rf
iQdiYidXaliVWV. IWV WheRU\ Rf VRcial aWRPiVP WeQdV WR UeSUeVeQW VRcieW\
aV a cRllecWiRQ Rf jX[WaSRVed aWRPV, bUeakiQg Whe VRcial bRd\ dRZQ
iQWR VeSaUaWe elePeQWV ² ɹcWiWiRXV, dead, iQeUW elePeQWV: ¶SXUe·
iQdiYidXalV. ThiV UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ iV QRWhiQg PRUe WhaQ aQ ideRlRg\,
i.e. a PeaQV Rf acWiRQ, aQ eɽcieQW illXViRQ ² aQd Whe cRQVciRXVQeVV
Rf Whe aYeUage bRXUgeRiV, aQd abRYe all Rf Whe SeWW\ bRXUgeRiV, iV
WakeQ iQ b\ iW. NRW VR Whe gRYeUQPeQWal, SRliWical aQd SRlice aUPV Rf
Whe bRXUgeRiVie; RQ Whe SRliWical leYel, Whe bRXUgeRiVie XQdeUVWaQdV
SeUfecWl\ abRXW PaVVeV aQd claVVeV. ThRVe ZhR eʃecWiYel\ ¶UeSUeVeQW·
Whe bRXUgeRiVie aUe keSW YeU\ Zell iQfRUPed, WhaQkV WR WhaW claVV·V
SRliWical SUacWice aQd MachiaYelliaQiVP ² WhaQkV, iQ RWheU ZRUdV, iQ
Whe abVeQce Rf gXidaQce fURP geQeUal ShilRVRSh\, WR Whe SRlice.

MRUeRYeU, WhiV ¶UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ· iQ QR Za\ VWRSV Whe PRVW
iQdiYidXaliVWic VRcial gURXSV fURP haYiQg beeQ RU acWXall\ beiQg
claVVeV, RU PaVVeV, RbjecWiYel\, hiVWRUicall\ aQd VRciall\. TheUe iV a
UePaUkable iPage iQ NieW]Vche Zhich e[SUeVVeV WhiV SaUadR[ical
ViWXaWiRQ Zell. T\Sicall\ Whe Piddle claVVeV aUe iQdiYidXaliVWic VRcial
gURXSV Pade XS Rf ¶hXPaQ VaQd·. Each gUaiQ iV TXiWe diVWiQcW aQd



VeSaUable. AQd WakeQ WRgeWheU Whe\ fRUP a PaVV ² iQdeed Whe
heaYieVW aQd PRVW iPSeQeWUable Rf PaVVeV. A VaQdbag caQ VWRS
bXlleWV!

WhaW iV cRPical abRXW WhiV iV WhaW each gUaiQ Rf hXPaQ VaQd
WhiQkV iWVelf WR be QRW RQl\ diVWiQcW, bXW iQɹQiWel\ RUigiQal. BXW
QRWhiQg iV PRUe like a gUaiQ Rf VaQd WhaQ aQRWheU gUaiQ Rf VaQd.
BRXUgeRiV iQdiYidXaliVP iPSlieV Whe dUeaU\, lXdicURXV UeSeWiWiRQ Rf
iQdiYidXalV ZhR aUe cXUiRXVl\ ViPilaU iQ WheiU Za\ Rf beiQg
WhePVelYeV aQd Rf keeSiQg WhePVelYeV WR WhePVelYeV, iQ WheiU
VSeech, WheiU geVWXUeV, WheiU eYeU\da\ habiWV (Peal WiPeV, UeVW WiPeV,
eQWeUWaiQPeQWV, faVhiRQV, ideaV, e[SUeVViRQV).

AQ\ RbjecWiYe aQWhURSRlRg\ RU VcieQWiɹc deVcUiSWiRQ Rf Whe
cRQWePSRUaU\ PaQ Zill haYe WR begiQ ZiWh WhiV RbYiRXV SaUadR[ ²
Zhich cRQVWiWXWeV Whe comical m\sWer\ Rf bRXUgeRiV life¬«

IQ Whe PRdeUQ ZRUld, P\VWif\iQg ideRlRgieV SUeVXSSRVe aQd iPSl\
Whe priYaWe conscioXsness.

The iQdiYidXal ZhR iV deSUiYed Rf hXPaQ UealiW\ iV alVR deSUiYed
Rf WUXWh. He iV VeSaUaWed fURP hiV cRQcUeWe hXPaQ aQd VRcial UealiW\,
deSUiYed Rf a cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf Whe SUacWical, hiVWRUical aQd VRcial
ZhRle (eYeQ WhRXgh, QRZada\V, giYeQ PRdeUQ VRcial VWUXcWXUe,
VcieQce aQd WechQiTXeV, VXch a cRQVciRXVQeVV iV bRWh SRVVible aQd
QeceVVaU\).

TXUQed back XSRQ hiPVelf, VecXUe ZiWhiQ VRPe iPagiQaU\ iQQeU
fRUWUeVV, he iV Whe Sla\WhiQg Rf eYeU\ hallXciQaWiRQ, eYeU\
VSRQWaQeRXV RU delibeUaWe ideRlRgical illXViRQ. The ¶WhiQkeU·, Velf-
WaXghW RU QRW, cRQcRcWV hiV RZQ liWWle SeUVRQal ShilRVRSh\; Whe ¶QRQ-
WhiQkeU· iQWeUSUeWV ZhaW he UeadV iQ bRRkV (RU SUefeUabl\ iQ
QeZVSaSeUV) aV beVW he caQ; aQd WheQ RQe da\ iQdiYidXaliVP begiQV
WR cRllaSVe (aQd QRW aV a UeVXlW Rf a cUiViV Rf ideaV RU ¶ZRUld YieZV·,
bXW becaXVe Rf a maWerial cUiViV, bRWh ecRQRPic aQd SRliWical), aQd
WheVe eUVWZhile iQdiYidXaliVWV UXVh headlRQg WR fRUP a cURZd, a
hRUde, XUged RQ b\ Whe PRVW iQVaQe, PRVW lRaWhVRPe, PRVW feURciRXV
¶ideaV·, leaYiQg Whe laVW YeVWige Rf hXPaQ UeaVRQ behiQd, caXghW XS
iQ a cRllecWiYe PeQWal feYeU: aQd Ze haYe FaVciVP, Whe FaVciVW
¶PaVVeV· aQd FaVciVW ¶RUgaQi]aWiRQ·.



The SUiYaWe cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd Whe P\VWiɹed cRQVciRXVQeVV gR
haQd iQ haQd, UeiQfRUciQg each RWheU aQd becRPiQg iQcUeaViQgl\
eQWUeQched aV a UeVXlW Rf iQVWabiliWieV Zhich haYe WheiU RUigiQV iQ Ueal
life, aQd QRW iQ ¶SXUe· ideaV.

(c) CriWiqXe of mone\
(CeQWUal WhePe: feWiVhiVP aQd ecRQRPic alieQaWiRQ)

TheUe iV a VeQWiPeQWal UheWRUic, cRUUeVSRQdiQg WR Whe ¶VSiUiWXal VWaWe·
Rf Whe SeWW\ bRXUgeRiV ZhR haWeV aQd eQYieV SeRSle ZhR aUe UicheU
WhaQ he iV, Zhich Ueadil\ Za[eV ePRWiRQal abRXW deVeUYiQg SaXSeUV
aQd XQhaSS\ PilliRQaiUeV alike, aQd Zhich UailV agaiQVW PRQe\. The
beVW WhiQgV iQ life aUe fUee! AQd ZiWh ZRPeQ SaUWicXlaUl\ iQ PiQd:
Vhe ZaV SRRU, bXW Vhe ZaV hRQeVW! eWc. TheVe PelRdUaPaWic aQd
PRUal PRWifV aUe SaUW Rf Whe eYeU\da\ liYeV Rf SRRU SeRSle. VeUbal
SURSagaQda Rf Whe Uich, Whe\ Pake XS Whe gUeaWeU SaUW Rf Whe
aYeUage SeUVRQ·V ideRlRgical baggage. DiVgXiVed aV aQ iQdicWPeQW Rf
PRQe\, Whe\ jXVWif\ ZealWh b\ UedXciQg iW WR a PeUe accideQW Rf Whe
hXPaQ cRQdiWiRQ (iQ iWVelf PRUal RU PeWaSh\Vical). The\ giYe
cRQVRlaWiRQ WR Whe SRRU aQd fXll VaWiVfacWiRQ WR SeRSle ZhR aUe
WhUeaWeQed b\ SRYeUW\ bXW ZhR QeYeUWheleVV hRSe ZiWh all WheiU
¶VRXl· WR becRPe Uich. TheVe PRWifV haYe beeQ UaiVed WR Whe digQiW\
Rf ShilRVRShical aQd l\Uical WhePeV iQ Whe ZRUk Rf WhaW dePeQWed
SeWW\ bRXUgeRiV, PpgX\.9 MRUeRYeU, aV SURYeUbV Zhich VeeP WR
cRQWaiQ eWeUQal WUXWhV, Whe\ haYe SeQeWUaWed Whe cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf Whe
SeRSle, ZheUe Whe\ acW aV cRURllaUieV WR Whe caSiWaliVW a[iRP: ¶TheUe
Zill alZa\V be Uich aQd WheUe Zill alZa\V be SRRU.· TheiU aiP iV WR
cRQVRlidaWe, WR cU\VWalli]e WhRVe abVXUd cRQceSWV ¶ZealWh· aQd
¶SRYeUW\·, WR SUeVeQW WheP aV RSSRViWeV, WR iQcaUQaWe WheP iQ
iQdiYidXalV, eQclRViQg WheP VR eʃecWiYel\ ZiWhiQ WheVe VeQWiPeQWal
aQd PRUal caWegRUieV WhaW Whe PRVW YiRleQW VWaWePeQW agaiQVW ¶Whe
Uich· Zill iQ QR UeVSecW gR be\RQd Whe SaUaPeWeUV Rf caSiWaliVW
ideRlRg\.

The UeVXlW iV a cXUiRXV RQe. TRda\, fRU Whe MaU[iVW, Whe ɹUVW WaVk iQ
WhiV aUea PXVW be a rehabiliWaWion of ZealWh. WealWh iV QeiWheU aQ eYil



QRU a cXUVe. WealWh, like SRZeU, iV SaUW Rf PaQ·V gUeaWQeVV aQd Rf Whe
beaXW\ Rf life. The VRlXWiRQ WR PaQ·V SURblePV iV WR be fRXQd QRW b\
VhaUiQg RXW ZeakQeVV, SRYeUW\ aQd PediRcUiW\ ² bXW b\ VeekiQg
SRZeU aQd ZealWh; Whe\ alRQe haYe SeUPiWWed aQd cRQdiWiRQed
eYeU\WhiQg PagQiɹceQW aQd bUilliaQW WhaW haV eYeU beeQ iQ cXlWXUe, iQ
ciYili]aWiRQ, iQ life ² fURP SalaceV aQd VWaWel\ hRPeV aQd caWhedUalV
WR WhRVe VlRZl\ QXUWXUed ZRUkV Rf aUW ZhRVe cUeaWiRQ XVed WR
dePaQd aQd VWill dePaQdV lRQg SeUiRdV Rf leiVXUe, VileQce, Seace Rf
PiQd aQd Sh\Vical VecXUiW\.

AQd \eW (aQd WhiV iV Whe eVVeQWial SRiQW) Whe SaUaPeWeUV Rf SRZeU
aQd ZealWh aUe iQ Whe SURceVV Rf chaQgiQg. IW iV iPSRVVible WR gR aQ\
fXUWheU WRZaUdV indiYidXal ZealWh. TRda\, ZealWh iV becRPiQg social;
iQ facW, iW haV alZa\V beeQ VRcial; aQd ZiWhiQ Whe fUaPeZRUk Rf
caSiWaliVW ecRQRP\, XQdeU Whe gXiVe Rf Whe iQdiYidXal acTXiViWiRQ Rf
ZealWh, iW ZaV iQdeed VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle Zhich ZaV deYelRSiQg aQd
WR a ceUWaiQ e[WeQW SURgUeVViQg. TRda\ WhiV VRcial ZealWh caQ deYelRS
QR fXUWheU ZiWhiQ Whe fUaPeZRUk Rf iQdiYidXal aSSURSUiaWiRQ (Rf
caSiWaliVW SUiYaWe SURSeUW\); iW cleaUl\ QeedV UeRUgaQi]iQg. BXW Whe
aiP iV QRW WR cRPbaW ZealWh ZiWh a YieZ WR achieYiQg a geQeUal
PediRcUiW\, aQ ¶eTXaliW\· Rf PediRcUiW\. The aiP iV VWill ZealWh:
ZealWh WhaW becRPeV SURgUeVViYel\ XQiYeUVali]ed, VRciali]ed ZealWh.
ThiV SURgUeVViYe e[SaQViRQ caQ RQl\ be achieYed b\ degUeeV, b\
VWageV, b\ a VeUieV Rf PeaVXUeV VXiWed WR Whe cRPSle[, cRQcUeWe,
XQSUedicWable ciUcXPVWaQceV Rf ecRQRPic aQd SRliWical life.

ThXV Whe MaU[iVW ɹQdV hiPVelf iPSelled WR cUiWici]e WhRVe m\Whs Rf
caSiWaliVW dePRcUac\ Zhich aUe VWill VR ZideVSUead (WhRXgh PXch
leVV eʃecWiYe WhaQ WheiU e[WeQViRQ PighW VXggeVW): Whe P\Wh WhaW
ZealWh iV iPPaWeUial RU iQWUiQVicall\ bad, aQd Whe P\Wh Rf
egaliWaUiaQiVP (bRWh RbYiRXVl\ bRXQd XS ZiWh Whe P\Wh Rf Whe
¶SUiYaWe· iQdiYidXal, alZa\V ideQWical WR hiPVelf ZhaWeYeU Whe
cRQdiWiRQV RU ciUcXPVWaQceV Pa\ be «).

OQce WhiV haV beeQ achieYed, iW becRPeV aSSaUeQW WhaW Whe MaU[iVW
cUiWiTXe Rf PRQe\ iV iQcRPSaUabl\ PRUe Uadical WhaQ aQ\ PRUali]iQg
UheWRUic caQ be. AQd heUe, RQce agaiQ, iW gReV WR Whe heaUW Rf Whe
TXeVWiRQ.



UQdeU caSiWaliVW UegiPeV, ¶WR e[iVW· aQd ¶WR haYe· aUe ideQWical. ¶The
PaQ ZhR haV QRWhiQg iV QRWhiQg.·10 AQd WhiV ViWXaWiRQ iV QRW a
WheRUeWical RQe, aQ abVWUacW ¶caWegRU\· iQ a ShilRVRSh\ Rf e[iVWeQce; iW
iV aQ ¶abVRlXWel\ deVSeUaWe· UealiW\; Whe PaQ ZhR haV QRWhiQg ɹQdV
hiPVelf ¶VeSaUaWed fURP e[iVWeQce iQ geQeUal· aQd a fRUWiRUi fURP
hXPaQ e[iVWeQce; he iV VeSaUaWed fURP WhaW ¶ZRUld Rf RbjecWV·, i.e.
Whe Ueal ZRUld, ZiWhRXW Zhich QR hXPaQ e[iVWeQce iV SRVVible.

SSiUiWXaliVP aQd idealiVP PaiQWaiQ WhaW Whe lRfWieVW ViWXaWiRQ fRU
PaQ iV WhaW Rf a VSiUiW RU a VRXl iQdeSeQdeQW fURP Whe ¶ZRUld Rf
RbjecWV·. ThiV ViWXaWiRQ iV e[SeUieQced, iURQicall\, b\ Whe PaQ ZhR
haV QRWhiQg: ¶NRW haYiQg iV Whe PRVW deVSaiUiQg spiriWXalism, a
cRPSleWe XQUealiW\ Rf Whe hXPaQ beiQg, a cRPSleWe UealiW\ Rf Whe
diVhXPaQi]ed beiQg, a YeU\ SRViWiYe haYiQg, a haYiQg Rf hXQgeU, Rf
cRld, Rf diVeaVe, Rf cUiPe, Rf debaVePeQW, Rf hebeWXde, Rf all
iQhXPaQiW\ aQd abQRUPiW\.·11

DRXbWleVV WhiV iV Whe ¶SURfRXQd· UeaVRQ Zh\ VSiUiWXaliVP callV RQ
SeRSle ZhR haYe QRWhiQg aW leaVW WR ¶SRVVeVV· WheiU VRXlV: WhiV
abVWUacWiRQ e[SUeVVeV WheiU VWaWe Rf QRQ-SRVVeVViRQ SeUfecWl\.
MRUeRYeU iW aSSeaUV WhaW RbjecWV aUe QRW ViPSl\ iPSRUWaQW iQ VR faU
aV Whe\ aUe gRRdV, bXW alVR aV a Vhell fRU PaQ·V RbjecWiYe beiQg, ¶Whe
e[isWence of man for oWher men, hiV hXman relaWion Wo oWher men, Whe
social behaYioXr of man Wo man·.12 IQ WhiV Za\, b\ aUgXiQg WhaW QRQ-
SRVVeVViRQ iV VXSeUiRU WR SRVVeVViRQ, idealiVP ViWXaWeV ¶SURfRXQd·
hXPaQ UealiW\ ² PRUe SURfRXQd WhaQ ZealWh ² ZiWhiQ Whe abVeQce Rf
Ueal hXPaQ UelaWiRQV, iQ RWheU ZRUdV ZiWhiQ Whe lRQeliQeVV aQd
ePSWiQeVV Rf abVWUacWiRQ.

OSSRViQg WhiV aUgXPeQW fRU QRQ-SRVVeVViRQ iV Whe aUgXPeQW Zhich
cRQVideUV SRVVeVViRQ aV aQ eVVeQWial. If Ze acceSW Whe SUiQciSle WhaW
Whe SRVVeVViRQ Rf RbjecWV cRQVWiWXWeV Whe baViV Rf hXPaQ UealiW\, iW
Zill lead XV iPPediaWel\ WR dePaQd eqXal possession for all. ThiV iV
e[acWl\ Whe SUiQciSle Rf PURXdhRQ·V egaliWaUiaQiVP aQd SeWW\-
bRXUgeRiV VRcialiVP. The PRVW cXUVRU\ e[aPiQaWiRQ Rf WhiV SUiQciSle
Zill UeYeal WhaW iW QeYeU gReV be\RQd bRXUgeRiV ideRlRg\ RU Whe
caWegRUieV Rf bRXUgReiV SRliWical ecRQRP\; RQ Whe cRQWUaU\, iW SlaceV
Whe caWegRU\, Whe cRQceSW Rf ¶SRVVeVViRQ·, aW Whe higheVW leYel. ThXV iW



becRPeV iQYRlYed iQ ePSW\ UecUiPiQaWiRQV aQd PRUali]iQg,
iQeʃecWXal aQWi-caSiWaliVW SRVWXUeV.

AQd hRZ eaV\ iW iV fRU bRXUgeRiV WhiQkeUV WR dePRQVWUaWe WhaW WhiV
aSRlRg\ fRU Uead\-Pade eTXaliW\ Rf SRVVeVViRQ fRU all iQdiYidXalV iV
QRWhiQg PRUe WhaQ aQ aSRlRg\ fRU bRUedRP, XQifRUPiW\, hXPdUXP,
da\-WR-da\ gUe\QeVV! IW Ueall\ iV SeWW\-bRXUgeRiV PediRcUiW\ UaiVed WR
Whe leYel Rf VXSUePe WUXWh aQd VRcialiVW ¶ideal·!

BXW iV WhiV QRW SUeciVel\ Whe VaPe idealiVP WhaW VRPe SeRSle
WRda\13 aUe SURSRViQg WR UeVWRUe iQ RUdeU WR ¶cRPSleWe· MaU[iVP aQd
WR Wake XS Whe defeQce Rf Whe ¶hXPaQ beiQg· agaiQVW bRWh caSiWaliVP
aQd MaU[iVW PaWeUialiVP? IV iW QRW Whe hiddeQ SUiQciSle Rf Whe
¶hXPaQiVW VRcialiVP· ZiWh Zhich Whe\ aUe WU\iQg WR challeQge MaU[iVW
hXPaQiVP ² Zhich iV MaU[iVW QRW becaXVe MaU[iVWV haYe WheiU RZQ
deɹQiWiRQ Rf PaQ bXW becaXVe MaU[iVW (dialecWical PaWeUialiVW)
PeWhRd alRQe allRZV fRU Whe VWXd\ Rf hXPaQ UealiW\ aQd Whe cUeaWiRQ
Rf Whe QeZ PaQ ZhR WRda\ iV possible aQd iPSlied iQ Whe moYemenW Rf
hXPaQ UealiW\?

AccRUdiQg WR MaU[iVP, Whe UelaWiRQ beWZeeQ PaQ aQd RbjecW iV QRW
Whe VaPe aV a UelaWiRQ Rf SRVVeVViRQ. IW iV iQcRPSaUabl\ bURadeU.
WhaW iV iPSRUWaQW iV QRW WhaW I haYe SRVVeVViRQ (be iW caSiWaliVW RU
egaliWaUiaQ) Rf aQ RbjecW, bXW WhaW I caQ eQjR\ iW iQ Whe hXPaQ, WRWal
PeaQiQg Rf Whe ZRUd; WhaW I caQ haYe Whe PRVW cRPSle[, Whe ¶UicheVW·
UelaWiRQVhiSV Rf jR\ RU haSSiQeVV ZiWh Whe ¶RbjecW· ² Zhich caQ be a
WhiQg RU a liYiQg beiQg RU a hXPaQ beiQg RU a VRcial UealiW\.
MRUeRYeU iW iV b\ PeaQV Rf WhiV RbjecW, ZiWhiQ, iQ aQd WhURXgh iW,
WhaW I eQWeU iQWR a cRPSle[ QeWZRUk Rf hXPaQ UelaWiRQV.

ASURSRV Rf lRYe, Whe WeUP ¶WR SRVVeVV· (e.g. WR SRVVeVV a ZRPaQ)
bUiQgV ZiWh iW a lRQg SURceVViRQ Rf feeliQgV, aVSiUaWiRQV, SUejXdiceV,
P\WhV aQd ¶SaUR[\VPal PRPeQWV·. SWill WRR fUeTXeQWl\ Whe P\Wh Rf
SRVVeVViRQ iV cRXQWeUed b\ Whe P\Wh Rf QRQ-SRVVeVViRQ, accRUdiQg WR
Zhich lRYe iV jXVW a fXQcWiRQ, aQ iQeVVeQWial acWiYiW\ Zhich dReV QRW
iQYRlYe Whe hXPaQ beiQg iQ hiV WRWaliW\; VR WhaW SURPiVcXiW\,
iQɹdeliW\, Whe abVeQce Rf jealRXV\, becRPe VigQV Rf fUeedRP, Rf Whe
QeZ lRYe, Rf Whe ePaQciSaWed ¶fePiQiQe SeUVRQaliW\·. ThiV P\Wh Rf
QRQ-SRVVeVViRQ UePaiQV ɹUPl\ ZiWhiQ Whe abVWUacW caWegRU\ Rf Whe
¶SUiYaWe· iQdiYidXal, allegedl\ eQdRZed ZiWh aQ ¶iQQeU beiQg· WhaW iV



iQacceVVible aQd iQdiʃeUeQW WR (e[WeUQal) acWiYiWieV. The dialecWical
WUXWh Pa\ be fRUPXlaWed URXghl\ aV fRllRZV: a PaQ·V (RU a ZRPaQ·V)
UelaWiRQVhiS Zill be UicheU, PRUe hXPaQ, PRUe cRPSle[, PRUe jR\fXl
(bXW alVR SRVVibl\ PRUe deeSl\ SaiQfXl) ZiWh VRPeRQe ZhR iV fUee
WhaQ ZiWh VRPeRQe ZhR allRZV hiP RU heUVelf WR be ¶SRVVeVVed·. AW
laVW UelaWiRQVhiSV Zill be hXPaQi]ed, aQd iQ Whe SURceVV Zill dR
aZa\ ZiWh WhRVe ]RQeV Rf iQdiʃeUeQce SeUSeWXaWed aV PXch b\
P\WhV Rf SRVVeVViRQ aV b\ P\WhV Rf QRQ-SRVVeVViRQ (eiWheU Rf
accRPSliVhed aQd cRPSleWe SRVVeVViRQ RU Rf Whe iQadPiVVibiliW\ Rf
SRVVeVViRQ). B\ bUiQgiQg WRgeWheU WZR cRPSle[ fUee beiQgV WheVe
Sh\ViRlRgical, SV\chRlRgical, ¶VSiUiWXal· UelaWiRQVhiSV Zill gR
iQɹQiWel\ faUWheU WhaQ Whe PeUel\ Ve[Xal, alWhRXgh Whe Ve[Xal Zill be
b\ QR PeaQV PaUgiQali]ed. TheiU Wendenc\, WheUefRUe, Zill be WR eQWeU
eYeU\da\ life; WR allRZ WheiU SUeVeQce WR iPSUegQaWe Whe RWheU
hXPaQ UelaWiRQV (VRcial acWiYiWieV, WhRXghW, eWc.), Zhich heQcefRUWh
Zill be accRPSliVhed WhURXgh WheP, bXW QRW ZiWhRXW WheP. The
(hXPaQi]ed) RbjecW fRU Pe PakeV Pe iQWR a (hXPaQi]ed) RbjecW fRU
iW; I WhXV eQWeU Whe VSheUe ZheUe P\ hXPaQ SRVVibiliWieV aUe WRWall\,
RbjecWiYel\ Ueali]ed. The RbjecW WheQ Zill haYe accRPSliVhed Whe
WRWaliW\ Rf iWV fXQcWiRQV aV aQ RbjecW.

WheUeaV PURXdhRQ declaUeV WhaW ¶SRVVeVViRQ iV a VRcial fXQcWiRQ·,14

Whe MaU[iVW WheRU\ Rf Whe RbjecW e[SUeVVl\ VXSeUVedeV WhiV kiQd Rf
¶VRcialiVP· aQd PRYeV iQ Whe diUecWiRQ Rf cRQcUeWe, WRWal hXPaQiVP,
aɽUPiQg ZiWh MaU[ WhaW ¶ZhaW iV ´iQWeUeVWiQgµ iQ a fXQcWiRQ,
hRZeYeU, iV QRW WR ´e[clXdeµ Whe RWheU SeUVRQ, bXW WR aɽUP aQd WR
UealiVe Whe fRUceV Rf P\ RZQ beiQg·,15 Zhich iV SRVVible RQl\ b\ Whe
RWheU SeUVRQ, ZiWh Whe RWheU SeUVRQ aQd iQ Whe RWheU SeUVRQ.

IQ Whe VRcial dRPaiQ, caSiWaliVW WheRU\ aQd SUacWice eQd XS
SURdXciQg a PaVV Rf iQdiYidXalV deSUiYed Rf aQ\ UighWV RYeU RbjecWV
Rf VRcial iPSRUWaQce VXch aV laUge facWRUieV, laUge bXViQeVVeV, ZRUkV
Rf aUW, Whe VSaceV iQ Zhich UeVW aQd leiVXUe Wake RQ VXSeUiRU YalXe
aQd PeaQiQg (PRXQWaiQV, Whe Vea, Whe aiU, eWc.).

OQ Whe RWheU haQd, Whe ¶VRcialiVW· aSRlRg\ fRU SRVVeVViRQ aV a
¶VRcial fXQcWiRQ· cUeaWeV VRPe YeU\ VWUaQge illXViRQV. FRU e[aPSle, iW
PighW lead RQe WR cRPSaUe laUge VRcial bXildiQgV ² gigaQWic
facWRUieV, SalaWial SXblic ediɹceV ² ZiWh Whe S\UaPidV Rf Eg\SW, fRU



Zhich Whe PhaUaRhV VacUiɹced iQQXPeUable VlaYeV. The SURleWaUiaW
Zill aSSeaU WR be PakiQg a deciViYe VWeS WRZaUdV fUeedRP ZheQeYeU
iW ¶VhaUeV iQ Whe SURɹWV· Rf a bXViQeVV, RU becRPeV a VhaUehRldeU, RU
haV a YRWe iQ Whe QRPiQaWiRQ Rf a PaQagePeQW cRPPiWWee, eWc. The
SRVVeVViRQ Rf a PiQXVcXle VTXaUe iQch Rf SURSeUW\ Zill be VeeQ aV a
libeUaWiRQ Rf Whe iQdiYidXal ² aQd Rf Whe VXP WRWal Rf iQdiYidXalV, Whe
SURleWaUiaW, Whe SeRSle.

IQ Whe ɹUVW Slace WhiV kiQd Rf ¶VRcialiVP· RPiWV aQ eVVeQWial
diVWiQcWiRQ, Whe diVWiQcWiRQ beWZeeQ cRQVXPeU gRRdV aQd Whe (VRcial)
PeaQV Rf SURdXcWiRQ.

CRQVXPeU gRRdV, Whe RbjecWV liQked WR P\ eYeU\da\ life ² WhiV SeQ,
WhiV glaVV, WheVe clRWheV, eWc. ² aUe RbYiRXVl\ ¶PiQe· aQd VhRXld VWa\
VR. The TXeVWiRQ iV QRW RQe Rf WakiQg ¶P\· RbjecWV aZa\ fURP Pe, bXW
RQ Whe cRQWUaU\ Rf giYiQg Pe PRUe Rf WheP. OQl\ a feZ cUaQkV,
iQVSiUed b\ aVceWic, PRQaVWic CRPPXQiVP UaWheU WhaQ b\ VcieQWiɹc
VRcialiVP, haYe gRQe VR faU aV WR cUiWici]e Whe SUiQciSle Rf Whe
indiYidXal aSSURSUiaWiRQ Rf cRQVXPeU gRRdV. IW iV PRUeRYeU eYideQW
WhaW Whe PRWWR Rf ShalaQVWeUiaQ CRPPXQiVP, ¶ZhaW iV PiQe iV WhiQe·,
QeiWheU eUadicaWeV QRU VXSeUVedeV Whe ¶WhiQe· RU Whe ¶PiQe·, bXW RQ
Whe cRQWUaU\ geQeUali]eV WheP aV fXQdaPeQWal caWegRUieV Rf eYeU\da\
life.

WhaW iV PRUe, Whe UelaWiRQ I haYe ZiWh Whe RbjecWV Zhich aUe
iPPediaWel\ ¶PiQe· iV QRW a legal, ¶SUiYaWe·-SURSeUW\ UelaWiRQ. I caQ
bUeak WheP, giYe WheP aZa\, Vell WheP, ZiWhRXW dUaZiQg XS a legal
cRQWUacW. The UelaWiRQ iV WheUefRUe aQ iPPediaWe RQe, SaUW Rf
eYeU\da\ life, aQd dReV QRW haYe WR be alWeUed ZheQ Whe ecRQRPic,
VRcial aQd legal SaUaPeWeUV Rf Whe VRcial VWUXcWXUe baVed RQ ¶SUiYaWe·
SURSeUW\ aUe PRdiɹed. BXW iW iV SUeciVel\ WhiV UelaWiRQ WhaW
egaliWaUiaQ VRcialiVP WeQdV WR geQeUali]e iQWR a legal caWegRU\. ThiV
PeUel\ VeUYeV WR UeYeal hRZ faU iW lagV behiQd Whe Za\ Whe
SUacWicaliWieV Rf life aUe RUgaQi]ed eYeQ iQ bRXUgeRiV VRcieW\; iW WakeV
XV back WR Whe da\V ZheQ VlaYeV cRXld RQl\ dUeaP Rf beiQg able WR
Va\ Rf Whe PRVW RUdiQaU\ Rf RbjecWV: ¶iW·V PiQe·.

The iPSRUWaQW WhiQg iV QRW WhaW I VhRXld haYe Whe iPSUeVViRQ Rf
SRVVeVViQg a PiQXVcXle iQWeUeVW iQ VRciall\ iPSRUWaQW cRQceUQV (Whe



PeaQV Rf SURdXcWiRQ) bXW WhaW WheVe cRQceUQV VhRXld VWUiYe
RbjecWiYel\ WR iQcUeaVe VRcial ZealWh, WR Pake ZealWh XQiYeUVal.

The iPSRUWaQW WhiQg iV QRW WhaW I VhRXld becRPe Whe RZQeU Rf a
liWWle SlRW Rf laQd iQ Whe PRXQWaiQV, bXW WhaW Whe PRXQWaiQV be RSeQ
WR Pe ² fRU cliPbiQg RU fRU ZiQWeU VSRUWV. The VaPe aSSlieV fRU Whe
Vea aQd Whe aiU, UegiRQV Rf Whe ZRUld ZheUe Whe QRWiRQ Rf ¶SUiYaWe·
SRVVeVViRQ becRPeV PRUe RU leVV PeaQiQgleVV, bXW ZhRVe aSSeal aQd
aWWUacWiRQ WR Whe ¶fUee· iQdiYidXal iV all Whe PRUe SRZeUfXl becaXVe Rf
WhaW.

IQ WhiV Za\ aQd iQ WhiV Za\ alRQe Whe ZRUld becRPeV PiQe, P\
eVWaWe, becaXVe I aP a PaQ. IQ WhiV Za\ aQd WhiV Za\ alRQe iV Whe
ZRUld Whe fXWXUe Rf (VRcial) PaQ.

OQl\ iQ WhiV Za\ caQ Whe ¶SUiYaWe· iQdiYidXal, Whe iQdiYidXaliVWic
PRdel Rf PaQ, be VXSeUVeded, aQd cRQcUeWe aQd WUXl\ fUee
iQdiYidXaliW\ aWWaiQed.

The PRYePeQW Rf Velf-Ueali]aWiRQ Rf Whe hXPaQ SURceedV fURP Whe
VXbjecW (deViUeV, aVSiUaWiRQV, ideaV) WR RbjecWV, WR Whe ZRUld ² aQd
eTXall\ fURP Whe RbjecW WR Whe VXbjecW (libeUaWiRQ fURP aQ\ e[WeUQal
deWeUPiQiVP, fURP aQ\ deVWiQ\ Zhich haV QRW beeQ XQdeUVWRRd aQd
cRQWURlled). IQ ShilRVRShical WeUPV, WhiV Ueali]aWiRQ Pa\ be
deVcUibed eTXall\ aV a deeSeU sXbjecWiYi]aWion ² a PRUe lXcid
aZaUeQeVV ² aQd aV aQ objecWiɹcaWion, a ZRUld Rf PaWeUial, cRQWURlled
RbjecWV.

SXbjecWiYi]aWiRQ aQd RbjecWiɹcaWiRQ gR haQd iQ haQd, iQVeSaUabl\.
The big diVadYaQWage Rf WUadiWiRQal WeUPiQRlRg\ iV WhaW WheUe iV

RQe PajRU aVSecW Rf Whe SURbleP Rf PaQ iW failV WR ePShaVi]e. NR
aPRXQW Rf WheRUi]iQg Zill SeUPiW XV WR aWWaiQ Whe WRWal PaQ, RU eYeQ
WR deɹQe hiP. HXPaQi]ed aW laVW, WhiV ¶eVVeQce· Rf PaQ, ZhR XS XQWil
QRZ did QRW e[iVW aQd ZhR caQQRW e[iVW iQ adYaQce, iV Pade Ueal
WhURXgh acWiRQ aQd iQ SUacWice, i.e. in eYer\da\ life.

TheRUi]iQg haV iWV SaUW WR Sla\. If Ze aUe WR deɹQe QRW VR PXch Whe
hXPaQ, bXW Whe diUecWiRQ iQ Zhich acWiRQ PXVW gR, Ze Qeed WR call
XSRQ kQRZledge aQd VcieQce. AQd QRW jXVW RQe VcieQce, bXW all Rf
WheP. MaQ iV QRW jXVW ecRQRPic, RU biRlRgical, RU Sh\ViR-chePical,
eWc. AQd \eW he iV all Rf WhiV. ThiV iV ZhaW PakeV hiP Whe WRWal PaQ.
FURP each VcieQce, fURP each SaUWial PeWhRd Rf UeVeaUch, WRWal



hXPaQiVP bRUURZV elePeQWV fRU aQal\ViV aQd RUieQWaWiRQ (iQ YaU\iQg
SURSRUWiRQV accRUdiQg WR Whe PRPeQWV aQd Whe SURblePV «). The
PRVW e[WeQViYe PeWhRd Rf all, Whe dialecWic, iV Whe RQl\ RQe caSable
Rf RUgaQi]iQg Whe ¶V\QWheViV· Rf all WheVe elePeQWV aQd Rf e[WUacWiQg
fURP WheP Whe idea of man, Zhich, UaWheU WhaQ acWiQg aV a VXbVWiWXWe
fRU Ueal achieYePeQW, aV idealiVP dReV, acWXall\ SURYRkeV Ueali]iQg
acWiRQ, VWUeQgWheQiQg iW aQd gXidiQg iW fRUZaUd.

A hXPaQ beiQg RQl\ iV (RQl\ e[iVWV) WhURXgh ZhaW he has; bXW Whe
SUeVeQW fRUP Rf ¶haYiQg·, Whe SRVVeVViRQ Rf PRQe\, iV PeUel\ aQ
iQfeUiRU, QaUURZ, liPiWed RQe.

CRQYeUVel\, a hXPaQ beiQg RQl\ cRPSleWel\ haV ZhaW he is. ThiV iV
Zh\ ¶WR be· a VRcial beiQg, RU a WhiQkeU, RU a SReW, eWc., aQd WR
SaUWiciSaWe iQ hXPaQ UealiW\, Wo be aV e[WeQViYe a fUagPeQW aV
SRVVible Rf WhaW UealiW\ UaWheU WhaQ WR cRQWePSlaWe iW, cRQceiYe iW RU
cRQWURl iW fURP RXWVide, iV SURblePaWic.

OQ WhiV SRiQW, PRQe\ iV a SaUWicXlaUl\ XQWUXVWZRUWh\ PaVWeU. LeW
XV iPagiQe a PaQ ZiWh a ceUWaiQ aPRXQW Rf SRWeQWial, a ¶SeUVRQaliW\·
aV Whe\ Va\, deYRWiQg hiV acWiYiWieV aQd hiV WaleQWV WR geWWiQg Uich aQd
VXcceediQg (ZiWh a biW Rf ¶lXck· aQd abRYe all an absolXWe single-
mindedness, alPRVW aQ\RQe, eYeQ aQ idiRW, caQ PaQage WR eaUQ
PRQe\), XSRQ Zhich he bX\V VRPe SaiQWiQgV b\ PicaVVR RU MaWiVVe,
VRPe lX[XU\ ediWiRQV Rf ValpU\ aQd Whe cRPSleWe ZRUkV Rf MRQVieXU
Gide. AV Ze all kQRZ, iQ a VRcieW\ ZheUe eYeU\WhiQg iV fRU Vale, aQd
ZheUe cRQVciRXVQeVV iV PeUel\ a cRPPRdiW\ Zhich cRVWV jXVW a liWWle
leVV WhaQ aQ\ RWheU cRPPRdiW\, becaXVe iW iV iQ SleQWifXl VXSSl\,
PRQe\ caQ bX\ aQ\WhiQg. ThXV RXU SaUYeQX haV eYeU\WhiQg aW hiV
ɹQgeUWiSV: beaXW\, aUW, kQRZledge¬«¬BXW he cRXld haYe beeQ a SReW,
RU a SaiQWeU, RU a VcieQWiVW, VRPeRQe ZhR ZRXld cUeaWe beaXW\ aQd
kQRZledge. ¶EYeU\WhiQg Zhich \RX aUe XQable WR dR, \RXU PRQe\
caQ dR fRU \RX.·16 IQ Whe VWill-dehXPaQi]ed life Rf bRXUgeRiV VRcieW\,
PRQe\ V\PbRli]eV WhiV WeaUiQg aZa\ Rf PaQ fURP hiPVelf; iW iV PRUe
WhaQ Whe V\PbRl Rf alienaWion, iW iV Whe alieQaWiRQ Rf PaQ iWVelf, hiV
¶alieQaWed eVVeQce·. IQ Whe caSiWaliVW hXPaQ beiQg iW UeSUeVeQWV all
Whe WiPe deYRWed QRW WR liYiQg (WhURXgh cUeaWiYe labRXU RU WhURXgh
leiVXUe), bXW WR VaYiQg RU ¶VSecXlaWiQg· (iQ Whe ɹQaQcial VeQVe Rf Whe
ZRUd) iQVWead. IQ Whe cUeaWiYe belle ppoqXe Rf aVceQdaQW caSiWaliVP,



Whe bRXUgeRiV ¶deSUiYed· hiPVelf iQ RUdeU WR accXPXlaWe caSiWal, WR
bXild XS hiV bXViQeVV cRQceUQV. AW WhiV VWage, PRQe\ had iWV eWhic, iWV
UeligiRQ: aVceWiciVP, ecRQRP\. IW WaXghW ¶abQegaWiRQ·; aQd WhXV iW
VSRke WR Whe bRXUgeRiV Rf Whe VeYeQWeeQWh ceQWXU\, aQd WhXV iW
VSeakV WR Whe SeWW\ bRXUgeRiV eYeQ WRda\:

The leVV \RX eaW, dUiQk, bX\ bRRkV, gR WR Whe WheaWUe, gR daQciQg, gR dUiQkiQg, WhiQk,
lRYe, WheRUi]e, ViQg, SaiQW, feQce, eWc., Whe PRUe \RX saYe aQd Whe gUeaWeU Zill becRPe WhaW
WUeaVXUe Zhich QeiWheU PRWhV QRU PaggRWV caQ cRQVXPe ² \RXU capiWal. The leVV \RX are
« Whe PRUe \RX haYe.17

The ɹQaQce caSiWaliVW Rf Whe decadeQW SeUiRd ² Whe degeQeUaWe VRQ Rf
a faPil\ Uich fRU geQeUaWiRQV RU Whe SaUYeQX Pade Uich WhURXgh
VSecXlaWiRQ ² VSeakV aV fRllRZV:

The VWURQgeU Whe SRZeU Rf P\ PRQe\, Whe VWURQgeU aP I. The SURSeUWieV Rf PRQe\ aUe
P\, Whe SRVVeVVRU·V, SURSeUWieV aQd eVVeQWial SRZeUV¬«¬I aP Xgl\, bXW I caQ bX\ Whe mosW
beaXWifXl ZRPaQ. AV aQ iQdiYidXal, I aP lame, bXW PRQe\ SURcXUeV Pe WZeQW\-fRXU
legV¬«¬ThURXgh PRQe\ I caQ haYe aQ\WhiQg Whe hXPaQ heaUW deViUeV.18

TR Whe SURleWaUiaQ PRQe\ VSeakV a diʃeUeQW laQgXage. CeaVeleVVl\,
aW eYeU\ PRPeQW Rf hiV eYeU\da\ life, iW ZhiVSeUV WheVe WhUeaWV:

YoX need me, and \oX·ll haYe Wo sZap \oXr oZn self Wo geW me. YoX·Ye goW Wo sell \oXrself. I am
\oXr life and Whe meaning of \oXr life. YoX·re noWhing bXW a Whing, a coarse, naWXral objecW like
an\ oWher, a commodiW\ among commodiWies. And ZhaW \oX·re sZapping for Whese objecWs \oX
call coins is \oXr Wime for acWiYiW\ and liYing. BXW in an\ case iW·s beWWer for \oX Wo imagine WhaW
\oX·re e[piaWing original sin or sharing in Whe misforWXnes of Whe hXman condiWion¬«

AlWhRXgh deSUiYaWiRQ aQd alieQaWiRQ aUe diʃeUeQW fRU Whe SURleWaUiaQ
aQd Whe QRQ-SURleWaUiaQ, RQe WhiQg XQiWeV WheP: PRQe\, Whe hXPaQ
beiQg·V alieQaWed eVVeQce. ThiV alieQaWiRQ iV cRQVWaQW, i.e. SUacWical
aQd eYeU\da\.

(d) CriWiqXe of needs
(CeQWUal WhePe: SV\chRlRgical aQd PRUal alieQaWiRQ)



The PRUe QeedV a hXPaQ beiQg haV, Whe PRUe he e[iVWV. The PRUe
SRZeUV aQd aSWiWXdeV he iV able WR e[eUciVe, Whe PRUe he iV fUee.

IQ WhiV ɹeld, (bRXUgeRiV) SRliWical ecRQRP\ cUeaWeV a ViQgle Qeed:
Whe Qeed fRU PRQe\. IQ Whe haQdV Rf Whe iQdiYidXal, PRQe\ iV Whe
RQl\ SRZeU Zhich giYeV hiP cRQWacW ZiWh Whe alieQ, hRVWile ZRUld Rf
RbjecWV. The YaVWeU WhiV ZRUld Rf RbjecWV becRPeV, Whe gUeaWeU Whe
Qeed fRU PRQe\. AQd iW iV WhXV WhaW ¶Whe qXanWiW\ Rf PRQe\ becRPeV
PRUe aQd PRUe iWV VRle imporWanW SURSeUW\·.19 EYeU\ beiQg becRPeV
UedXced WR WhiV abVWUacWiRQ: PaUkeW YalXe; PaQ hiPVelf becRPeV
UedXced WR WhiV abVWUacWiRQ. MRQe\, PaQ·V alieQaWed eVVeQce, Whe
SURjecWiRQ be\RQd hiPVelf Rf hiV acWiYiWieV aQd hiV QeedV, iV RQl\ a
qXanWiWaWiYe eVVeQce. AQd WheUe iV QRWhiQg WR deWeUPiQe RU liPiW iW
TXaliWaWiYel\. FRU WhiV UeaVRQ, fXQcWiRQiQg RXWVide Rf PeQ aQd \eW
SURdXced b\ WheP, aQ ¶aXWRPaWic feWiVh·, PRQe\ becRPeV iQɻaWed
RXW Rf all SURSRUWiRQ, aV dReV Whe fXQdaPeQWal Qeed (iQ caSiWaliVW
UegiPeV) Zhich beaUV ZiWQeVV WR iWV SUeVeQce iQ PeQ·V heaUWV. AQd
eYeU\ RWheU Qeed iV adjXVWed aQd UeYiVed accRUdiQg WR Whe Qeed fRU
PRQe\. AV a VeW Rf deViUeV, Whe hXPaQ beiQg iV QRW deYelRSed aQd
cXlWiYaWed fRU hiPVelf, bXW VR WhaW Whe dePaQdV Rf WhiV WheRlRgical
PRQVWeU Pa\ be VaWiVɹed. The Qeed fRU PRQe\ iV aQ e[SUeVViRQ Rf
Whe QeedV Rf PRQe\.

OQ Whe RQe haQd, WheUefRUe, eYeU\ eʃRUW iV Pade WR cUeaWe
ɹcWiWiRXV, aUWiɹcial, iPagiQaU\ QeedV. IQVWead Rf e[SUeVViQg aQd
VaWiVf\iQg Ueal deViUeV, aQd Rf WUaQVfRUPiQg ¶cUXde Qeed iQWR hXPaQ
Qeed·,20 Whe caSiWaliVW SURdXceU iQYeUWV Whe cRXUVe Rf WhiQgV. He
VWaUWV ZiWh Whe RbjecW Zhich iV Whe ViPSleVW RU Whe PRVW lXcUaWiYe WR
SURdXce, aQd eQdeaYRXUV ² PaiQl\ WhURXgh adYeUWiViQg ² WR cUeaWe a
Qeed fRU iW.

SaWiUicall\, MaU[ haV dePRQVWUaWed Whe ¶idealiVW· chaUacWeU Rf WhiV
RSeUaWiRQ, Zhich begiQV ZiWh Whe e[WeUQal, abVWUacW cRQceSW Rf Whe
RbjecW iQ RUdeU WR VWiPXlaWe a deViUe fRU iW. ThiV idealiVP cXlPiQaWeV
iQ faQWaV\, ZhiPV, Whe bi]aUUe (aV iQ Whe decadeQW aeVWheWic, fRU
e[aPSle!). Like Whe eXQXch ZhR SaQdeUV WR hiV Uich PaVWeU·V eYeU\
deViUe, RU Whe SUieVW ZhR e[SlRiWV eYeU\ iPSeUfecWiRQ, eYeU\ Zeak
VSRW iQ Whe hXPaQ heaUW aQd PiQd iQ RUdeU WR SUeach abRXW heaYeQ,
Whe SURdXceU becRPeV Whe SiPS fRU Whe iQdiYidXal aQd hiV RZQ Velf:



he ¶SlaceV hiPVelf aW Whe diVSRVal Rf hiV QeighbRXU·V PRVW deSUaYed
faQcieV, SaQdeUV WR hiV QeedV, e[ciWeV XQhealWh\ aSSeWiWeV iQ hiP,
aQd SRXQceV RQ eYeU\ ZeakQeVV, VR WhaW he caQ WheQ dePaQd Whe
PRQe\ fRU hiV labRXU Rf lRYe.·21

BXW aW Whe VaPe WiPe, fRU all WhRVe XQable WR Sa\, QeedV die,
degeQeUaWe, becRPe PRUe ViPSle. AV a UeVXlW Whe ZRUkeU VWRSV
feeliQg Whe ViPSleVW QeedV, Zhich aUe alVR Whe PRVW diɽcXlW QeedV
fRU ZRUkeUV WR VaWiVf\: Whe Qeed fRU VSace, fRU fUeVh aiU aQd fUeedRP,
fRU VRliWXde RU cRQWePSlaWiRQ. MaQ Whe SURleWaUiaQ

UeYeUWV RQce PRUe WR liYiQg iQ a caYe, bXW Whe caYe iV QRZ SRllXWed b\ Whe PeShiWic aQd
SeVWileQWial bUeaWh Rf ciYili]aWiRQ. MRUeRYeU, Whe ZRUkeU haV QR PRUe WhaQ a SUecaUiRXV
UighW WR liYe iQ iW, fRU iW iV fRU hiP aQ alieQ SRZeU WhaW caQ be dail\ ZiWhdUaZQ aQd fURP
Zhich, VhRXld he fail WR Sa\, he caQ be eYicWed aW aQ\ WiPe. He acWXall\ haV WR pa\ fRU
WhiV PRUWXaU\.22

SR PaQ ViQkV eYeQ lRZeU WhaQ aQ aQiPal. NeedV aQd feeliQgV QR
lRQgeU e[iVW iQ a hXPaQ fRUP; Whe\ QR lRQgeU eYeQ e[iVW iQ a
dehXPaQi]ed fRUP, WheUefRUe ¶QRW eYeQ iQ aQiPal fRUP·. NRW RQl\
dReV PaQ ceaVe WR haYe hXPaQ QeedV, bXW he lRVeV hiV aQiPal QeedV:
WR PRYe abRXW, WR haYe cRQWacWV ZiWh beiQgV Rf Whe VaPe VSecieV¬«

IW iV a VWaWe Rf aʃaiUV WhaW Whe bRXUgeRiV ecRQRPiVW ɹQdV ePiQeQWl\
VaWiVfacWRU\; iW PeaQV WhaW all iV Zell iQ Whe caSiWaliVW ecRQRP\.
MRQe\ UeigQV; eYeU\RQe VeUYeV iW iQ WheiU SaUWicXlaU Za\, accRUdiQg
WR Whe SRViWiRQ Whe\ hRld iQ ¶hXPaQ QaWXUe·: Whe bRXUgeRiV ZRUVhiS iW
iQ a UeɹQed, eYeQ aUWiVWic, Za\, Zhile Whe ZRUkeUV· hRPage iV
hXPble aQd aXVWeUe.

The hXPaQ beiQg·V PaQ\ QeedV aQd deViUeV haYe WheiU fRXQdaWiRQ
iQ biRlRgical life, iQ iQVWiQcWV; VXbVeTXeQWl\ VRcial life WUaQVfRUPV
WheP, giYiQg WhiV biRlRgical cRQWeQW a QeZ fRUP. OQ Whe RQe haQd
QeedV aUe saWisɹed b\ socieW\; RQ Whe RWheU, aV hiVWRU\ XQfRldV, VRcieW\
modiɹes WheP bRWh iQ fRUP aQd iQ cRQWeQW.

ThXV aV VRRQ aV Whe RbjecWV iW SeUceiYeV VWRS beiQg cUXde RbjecWV
iPPeUVed iQ QaWXUe aQd becRPe VRcial RbjecWV, ¶Whe e\e haV becRPe
a hXman e\e·.23



WhaW SV\chRlRgiVWV call ¶SeUceSWiRQ· RU Whe ¶SeUceSWible ZRUld· iV
iQ UealiW\ Whe SURdXcW Rf hXPaQ acWiRQ RQ Whe hiVWRUical aQd VRcial
leYel. The acWiYiW\ Zhich giYeV Whe e[WeUQal ZRUld aQd iWV
¶SheQRPeQa· VhaSe iV QRW a ¶PeQWal· acWiYiW\, WheRUeWical aQd fRUPal,
bXW a SUacWical, cRQcUeWe RQe. PUacWical WRRlV, QRW ViPSle cRQceSWV,
aUe Whe PeaQV b\ Zhich VRcial PaQ haV VhaSed Whe SeUceSWible
ZRUld. AV UegaUdV Whe SURceVVeV Rf kQRZledge b\ PeaQV Rf Zhich Ze
XQdeUVWaQd WhiV ¶ZRUld·, WRUQ aV iW iV fURP Whe iPPeQViW\ Rf QaWXUe
aQd UeQdeUed cRheUeQW aQd hXPaQ, Whe\ aUe QRW ¶a SUiRUi caWegRUieV·,
RU VXbjecWiYe ¶iQWeQWiRQV·; Whe\ aUe RXU VeQVeV. BXW RXU VeQVeV haYe
beeQ WUaQVfRUPed b\ acWiRQ. CaSable Rf XQdeUVWaQdiQg aQd
RUgaQi]iQg ceUWaiQ ZhRleV, ceUWaiQ fRUPV, Whe hXPaQ e\e iV PRUe
WhaQ jXVW Whe QaWXUal RUgaQ Rf YiViRQ Rf a VXSeUiRU YeUWebUaWe, Rf a
lRQe ɹgXUe lRVW iQ Whe QaWXUal ZRUld, Rf a SUiPiWiYe PaQ RU a child.

ThXV Whe ¶ZRUld· iV PaQ·V PiUURU becaXVe PaQ PakeV iW: iW iV Whe
WaVk Rf hiV SUacWical, eYeU\da\ life WR dR VR. BXW iW iV QRW hiV ¶PiUURU·
iQ a SaVViYe Za\. IQ WhiV hiV ZRUk PaQ SeUceiYeV aQd becRPeV
cRQVciRXV Rf hiV RZQ Velf. If ZhaW he PakeV cRPeV fURP hiP, he iQ
WXUQ cRPeV fURP ZhaW he PakeV; iW iV Pade b\ hiP, bXW iW iV iQ WheVe
ZRUkV aQd b\ WheVe ZRUkV WhaW he haV Pade hiPVelf.

ThXV iW iV WhaW RXU VeQVeV, RUgaQV, YiWal QeedV, iQVWiQcWV aQd
feeliQgV haYe beeQ SeUPeaWed ZiWh cRQVciRXVQeVV, ZiWh hXPaQ
UeaVRQ, ViQce Whe\ WRR haYe beeQ VhaSed b\ VRcial life.

The cUeaWiRQ Rf WheVe hXPaQ feeliQgV, alRQg ZiWh Whe
aSSURSUiaWiRQ Rf RbjecWiYe UealiW\ (Whe cRQVWiWXWiRQ Rf a hXPaQ
¶ZRUld·), cRQVWiWXWe Whe fXlɹlmenW of hXman realiW\.

AQd iW iV iQ eYeU\da\ life, aQd WhURXgh eYeU\da\ life, WhaW
hXPaQi]aWiRQ iV accRPSliVhed. EYeU\ PRPeQW Rf iQVSiUaWiRQ, Rf
geQiXV RU Rf heURiVP PXVW VeUYe ² aQd eYeQ deVSiWe iWVelf, dReV VeUYe
² eYeU\da\ PaQ. ShRXld aQ\ RWheU claiPV be Pade fRU VXch
PRPeQWV, Whe\ PXVW fall iQWR Whe UealP Rf ¶alieQaWiRQ·, ZheUe PaQ iV
WRUQ aSaUW. GUeaW WhiQgV haYe beeQ aWWePSWed iQ Whe QaPe Rf
¶alieQaWiRQ·; Whe\ haYe failed RU haYe beeQ VXbVXPed, bXW iQ
XQSUedicWable Za\V eYeU\da\ PaQ aQd Whe eYeU\da\ ZRUld haYe
beQeɹWed fURP WheP. IW iV iQ WhiV facW, Zhich idealiVP XVeV WR SURYe



Whe iQeYiWable failXUe Rf all ¶gUeaWQeVV·, WhaW Ze PXVW RQ Whe cRQWUaU\
Vee Whe fRUPiQg Rf WUXe gUeaWQeVV, Whe gUeaWQeVV Rf hXPaQ life.

(e) CriWiqXe of Zork
(CeQWUal WhePe: Whe alieQaWiRQ Rf Whe ZRUkeU aQd Rf PaQ)

The UelaWiRQ Rf eYeU\ hXPble, eYeU\da\ geVWXUe WR Whe VRcial
cRPSle[, like Whe UelaWiRQ Rf each iQdiYidXal WR Whe ZhRle, caQQRW be
cRPSaUed WR WhaW Rf Whe SaUW WR Whe VXP WRWal RU Rf Whe elePeQW WR a
¶V\QWheViV·, XViQg Whe WeUP iQ iWV XVXal YagXe VeQVe. MaWhePaWical
iQWegUaWiRQ ZRXld be a beWWeU Za\ Rf e[SlaiQiQg Whe WUaQVfeU fURP
RQe Vcale Rf gUeaWQeVV WR aQRWheU, iPSl\iQg aV iW dReV a TXaliWaWiYe
leaS ZiWhRXW Whe VeQVe WhaW Whe ¶diʃeUeQWial· elePeQW (Whe geVWXUe,
Whe iQdiYidXal) aQd Whe WRWaliW\ aUe Uadicall\ heWeURgeQeRXV.

WiWhiQ Whe SaUaPeWeUV Rf SUiYaWe SURSeUW\, WhiV UelaWiRQ Rf Whe
¶diʃeUeQWial· elePeQW WR Whe ZhRle iV bRWh diVgXiVed aQd diVWRUWed. IQ
facW, Whe ZRUkeU ZRUkV fRU Whe VRcial ZhRle; hiV acWiYiW\ iV a SaUW Rf
¶VRcial labRXU· aQd cRQWUibXWeV WR Whe hiVWRUical heUiWage Rf Whe
VRcieW\ (QaWiRQ) WR Zhich he belRQgV. BXW he dReV QRW kQRZ iW. He
WhiQkV he iV ZRUkiQg ¶fRU Whe bRVV·. AQd he iV iQdeed ZRUkiQg ¶fRU Whe
bRVV·: he SURYideV hiP ZiWh a SURɹW. IQ WhiV Za\ Whe SRUWiRQ Rf Whe
VRcial YalXe Rf hiV labRXU Zhich dReV QRW cRPe back WR hiP iQ Whe
fRUP Rf ZageV iV UeWaiQed b\ Whe bRVV (VXUSlXV-YalXe). The RQl\ direcW
UelaWiRQV Whe ZRUkeU haV aUe ZiWh Whe bRVV. He iV igQRUaQW Rf Whe
RYeUall RU WRWal SheQRPeQa iQYRlYed. He dReV QRW kQRZ WhaW Whe
WRWaliW\ Rf VXUSlXV-YalXe gReV WR Whe bRVVeV aV a gURXS RU caSiWaliVW
¶claVV·. He dReV QRW kQRZ (aW leaVW, QRW VSRQWaQeRXVl\) WhaW Whe VXP
WRWal Rf ZageV gR WR Whe SURleWaUiaQ ¶claVV·; he iV eYeQ PRUe igQRUaQW
Rf Whe facW WhaW Whe Za\ Whe VXP WRWal iV diVWUibXWed ² VXUSlXV-YalXe,
ZageV, SURdXcWV, UaWeV Rf SURɹW, SXUchaViQg SRZeU, eWc. ² Rbe\V
ceUWaiQ laZV.

IQWegUaWiRQ WakeV Slace be\RQd Whe Zill Rf iQdiYidXalV, RXWVide Rf
WheiU ¶SUiYaWe· cRQVciRXVQeVV. The iQdiYidXal caSiWaliVW iV jXVW aV
igQRUaQW Rf Whe laZV Rf caSiWaliVP aV Whe iQdiYidXal SURleWaUiaQ. AV
aQ iQdiYidXal, a caSiWaliVW Pa\ be iQWelligeQW RU VWXSid, gRRd RU



YiciRXV, acWiYe RU iQeUW. He dReV QRW kQRZ WhaW hiV eVVeQWial UealiW\ iV
WhaW Rf a PePbeU Rf a claVV. HeUe agaiQ, hiV eVVeQce iV RXWVide Rf
hiP. IQ gRRd faiWh, Whe iQdiYidXal ² be he bRXUgeRiV RU SURleWaUiaQ ²
caQ deQ\ Whe e[iVWeQce Rf VRcial claVVeV ViQce RbjecWiYe VRcial UealiW\
fXQcWiRQV be\RQd hiV RZQ ¶VXbjecWiYiW\·, be\RQd hiV RZQ ¶SUiYaWe·
cRQVciRXVQeVV.

The diUecW, iPPediaWe UelaWiRQ beWZeeQ Whe Zage-eaUQeU aQd Whe
bRVV iV WheUefRUe a Uigged, aPbigXRXV, fRUPal UelaWiRQ Zhich
cRQcealV a hiddeQ cRQWeQW.

The Zage-eaUQeU·V UelaWiRQV ZiWh VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle SaVV Yia Whe
ePSlR\eU, WhURXgh Whe PediaWiRQ Rf PRQe\ aQd ZageV. BXW iQ
eYeU\da\ life Whe deeS, RbjecWiYe UelaWiRQ iV diVgXiVed b\ diUecW,
iPPediaWe UelaWiRQV, aSSaUeQWl\ Ueal ² XQWil kQRZledge begiQV WR
SeQeWUaWe Whe Ueal.

HeUe, WheUefRUe, eYer\da\ life fXncWions ZiWhin cerWain appearances
Zhich aUe QRW VR PXch Whe SURdXcWV Rf P\VWif\iQg ideRlRgieV, aV
cRQWUibXWiRQV WR Whe cRQdiWiRQV Qeeded fRU aQ\ P\VWif\iQg ideRlRg\
WR RSeUaWe.

The VRcial ZhRle iV eVVeQWiall\ cRQVWiWXWed b\ Whe WRWal acWiYiW\ Rf
VRcieW\ ² b\ ZRUk aQd b\ Whe YaUiRXV acWiYiWieV Rf VRcieW\ cRQVideUed
iQ iWV WRWaliW\.

BXW ZiWhiQ Whe SaUaPeWeUV Rf ¶SUiYaWe· SURSeUW\, labRXU iV
¶alieQaWed·. The alieQaWiRQ Rf labRXU iV PaQ\-Vided. The Zage-eaUQeU
ZRUkV fRU Whe ePSlR\eU aQd Whe SURleWaUiaQ claVV ZRUkV fRU Whe
caSiWaliVW claVV; bXW WhaW iV onl\ one aspecW of alienaWion, Whe eaVieVW
aVSecW WR XQdeUVWaQd ² abRYe all fRU WhRVe ZhR VWaQd WR gaiQ fURP iW!
² aQd Whe RQe Zhich Zill helS WR elXcidaWe Whe RWheUV.

AlieQaWed labRXU haV lRVW iWV VRcial eVVeQce. ThRXgh iWV eVVeQce iV
iQdeed VRcial, labRXU aVVXPeV Whe aSSeaUaQce aQd Whe UealiW\ Rf aQ
iQdiYidXal WaVk. MRUeRYeU, aV iW iV VRcial labRXU, iW WakeV Whe fRUP Rf
a bX\iQg aQd a VelliQg Rf labRXU-SRZeU.

The iQdiYidXal ceaVeV WR feel aW RQe ZiWh Whe VRcial cRQdiWiRQV Rf
hiV acWiYiW\. NRW RQl\ dR Whe WRRlV Rf hiV WUade lRRP XS befRUe hiP
like aQ alieQ, WhUeaWeQiQg UealiW\ ² ViQce Whe\ dR QRW belRQg WR hiP
(eiWheU aV aQ iQdiYidXal, aV iQ a cUafW, RU aV a PePbeU Rf a
cRllecWiYiW\, aV iQ VRcialiVP) ² bXW alVR he becRPeV VeSaUaWed,



diVaVVRciaWed fURP hiV RZQ Velf, iQ hiV Ueal, eYeU\da\ life. OQ Whe RQe
haQd he iV a hXPaQ iQdiYidXal; RQ Whe RWheU, he iV ¶labRXU-SRZeU·,
labRXU WiPe Zhich iV XS fRU Vale like a cRPPRdiW\, a WhiQg. FRU Whe
ZRUkeU, SaUWiciSaWiRQ iQ Whe cUeaWiYe acWiYiW\ Rf Whe VRcial ZhRle
WakeV Whe fRUP Rf aQ e[WeUQal QeceVViW\: Whe QeceVViW\ Rf ¶eaUQiQg a
liYiQg·, aQd iW iV WhXV WhaW, fRU Whe iQdiYidXal, VRcial labRXU WakeV RQ
Whe aSSeaUaQce Rf a SeQalW\, a P\VWeUiRXV SXQiVhPeQW. The QeceVViW\
Rf haYiQg WR ZRUk ZeighV dRZQ RQ hiP fURP ZiWhRXW aV WhRXgh he
ZeUe aQ RbjecW. IW WXUQV hiP iQWR aQ RbjecW, dUaggiQg hiP iQWR a
PechaQiVP he kQRZV QRWhiQg abRXW. The Zage-eaUQeU VellV hiV
labRXU-SRZeU like a WhiQg ² aQd becRPeV a WhiQg, a baVe RbjecW.
¶MaQ hiPVelf, YieZed PeUel\ aV Whe Sh\Vical e[iVWeQce Rf labRXU-
SRZeU, iV a QaWXUal RbjecW, a WhiQg, alWhRXgh a liYiQg, cRQVciRXV
WhiQg, aQd labRXU iV Whe Sh\Vical PaQifeVWaWiRQ (dingliche A�sserXng)
Rf WhaW SRZeU.·24

The hXPaQ beiQg ² ceaViQg WR be hXPaQ ² iV WXUQed iQWR a WRRl WR
be XVed b\ RWheU WRRlV (Whe PeaQV Rf SURdXcWiRQ), a WhiQg WR be XVed
b\ aQRWheU WhiQg (PRQe\), aQd aQ RbjecW WR be XVed b\ a claVV, a
PaVV Rf iQdiYidXalV ZhR aUe WhePVelYeV ¶deSUiYed· Rf UealiW\ aQd
WUXWh (Whe caSiWaliVWV). AQd hiV labRXU, Zhich RXghW WR hXPaQi]e
hiP, becRPeV VRPeWhiQg dRQe XQdeU dXUeVV iQVWead Rf beiQg a YiWal
aQd hXPaQ Qeed, ViQce iW iV iWVelf QRWhiQg PRUe WhaQ a PeaQV (Rf
¶eaUQiQg a liYiQg·) UaWheU WhaQ a cRQWUibXWiRQ WR PaQ·V eVVeQce, fUeel\
iPSaUWed.

The Zage-eaUQeU iV cRQfURQWed ZiWh Whe XVe Rf hiV labRXU-SRZeU
¶aV someWhing alien·.25 NRW RQl\ iV hiV labRXU-SRZeU bRXghW fURP hiP,
bXW iW iV alVR XVed iQ cRPbiQaWiRQ ZiWh RWheU SeRSle·V ZRUk (Whe
WechQical diYiViRQ Rf labRXU) Rf Zhich he haV QR kQRZledge; aQd QR
RQe Ueall\ XQdeUVWaQdV WhiV diYiViRQ Rf labRXU; RccaViRQall\ e[SeUWV
aQd VSecialiVWV iQ Whe aUea PighW kQRZ abRXW iW aW Whe leYel of Wheir
oZn ɹrms (bXW iW iV Zell kQRZQ WhaW iQ FUaQce Whe leYel Rf deVigQ aQd
SlaQQiQg iV leVV eɽcieQW aQd SURdXcWiYe WhaQ iW cRXld be); VXch
e[SeUWV kQRZ QRWhiQg abRXW Whe diYiViRQ Rf labRXU aW Whe leYel of
socieW\; RQl\ a plan fRU VRcial labRXU cRXld dePRQVWUaWe hRZ iW
fXQcWiRQV aQd cRQWURl iW. TheUefRUe, fRU eYeU\ iQdiYidXal, ZRUkeU RU
e[SeUW, Whe diYiViRQ Rf labRXU iV iPSRVed fURP ZiWhRXW, like aQ



RbjecWiYe SURceVV, ZiWh Whe UeVXlW WhaW each PaQ·V acWiYiW\ iV WXUQed
back agaiQVW hiP aV a hRVWile fRUce Zhich VXbjXgaWeV hiP iQVWead Rf
beiQg VXbjXgaWed b\ hiP.

IQ WhiV Za\ a dehXPaQi]ed, bUXWall\ RbjecWiYe SRZeU hRldV VZa\
RYeU all VRcial life; accRUdiQg WR iWV diʃeUiQg aVSecWV, Ze haYe QaPed
iW: PRQe\, fUagPeQWed diYiViRQ Rf labRXU, PaUkeW, caSiWal,
P\VWiɹcaWiRQ aQd deSUiYaWiRQ, eWc. ¶ThiV ɹ[aWiRQ Rf VRcial acWiYiW\,
WhiV cRQVRlidaWiRQ Rf ZhaW Ze RXUVelYeV SURdXce iQWR aQ RbjecWiYe
SRZeU abRYe all, gURZiQg RXW Rf RXU cRQWURl, WhZaUWiQg RXU
e[SecWaWiRQV, bUiQgiQg WR QaXghW RXU calcXlaWiRQV, iV RQe Rf Whe chief
facWRUV iQ hiVWRUical deYelRSPeQW XS Will QRZ.·26

IW iV alZa\V chaQgiQg VhaSe, QRZ aSSeaUiQg aV Whe RbjecWiYe laZV
Rf SRliWical ecRQRP\, QRZ aV Whe deVWiQ\ Rf SRliWiciaQV, QRZ aV Whe
SWaWe, RU aV Whe PaUkeW, aV hiVWRUical faWaliW\, aV ideRlRgieV.

OQl\ PaQ aQd hiV acWiYiW\ e[iVW. AQd \eW eYeU\WhiQg haSSeQV aV
WhRXgh PeQ had WR deal ZiWh e[WeUQal SRZeUV Zhich RSSUeVV WheP
fURP RXWVide aQd dUag WheP alRQg. HXPaQ UealiW\ ² ZhaW PeQ
WhePVelYeV haYe Pade ² elXdeV QRW RQl\ WheiU Zill bXW alVR WheiU
cRQVciRXVQeVV. The\ dR QRW kQRZ WhaW Whe\ aUe alRQe, aQd WhaW Whe
¶ZRUld· iV WheiU ZRUk. (HeUe Ze aUe XViQg Whe ZRUd ¶ZRUld· WR VigQif\
Whe cRheUeQW, RUgaQi]ed, hXPaQi]ed ZRUld, QRW SXUe, bUXWe naWXre.)

TheUe iV a QaPe fRU WhiV ɹ[iQg Rf hXPaQ acWiYiW\ ZiWhiQ aQ alieQ
UealiW\ Zhich iV aW RQe aQd Whe VaPe WiPe cUXdel\ PaWeUial aQd \eW
abVWUacW: alienaWion.

JXVW aV Whe cUeaWiYe acWiYiW\ Rf Whe hXPaQ ZRUld iV QRW WheRUeWical
bXW SUacWical, a cRQVWaQW, eYeU\da\ acWiYiW\ UaWheU WhaQ aQ
e[ceSWiRQal RQe, VR WRR alienaWion is consWanW and eYer\da\.

AlieQaWiRQ iV QRW a WheRU\, aQ idea RU aQ abVWUacWiRQ ² iW iV UaWheU
WhaW Whe WheRUieV, Whe ideaV RU Whe ¶SXUe· abVWUacWiRQV Zhich iQdXce
PaQ WR RbliWeUaWe hiV liYiQg e[iVWeQce iQ faYRXU Rf abVRlXWe WUXWh,
aQd WR deɹQe hiPVelf b\ a WheRU\ RU UedXce hiPVelf WR abVWUacWiRQV,
aUe SaUW Rf hXPaQ alieQaWiRQ.

AlieQaWiRQ aSSeaUV iQ da\-WR-da\ life, Whe life Rf Whe SURleWaUiaQ
aQd eYeQ Rf Whe SeWW\ bRXUgeRiV aQd Whe caSiWaliVW (Whe diʃeUeQce
beiQg WhaW caSiWaliVWV cRllabRUaWe ZiWh alieQaWiRQ·V dehXPaQi]iQg
SRZeU).



IQ eYeU\ aWWiWXde Zhich WeaUV eYeU\ PaQ aZa\ fURP ZhaW he iV aQd
ZhaW he caQ dR ² iQ aUW, iQ Whe PRUal VSheUe, iQ UeligiRQ ² cUiWiciVP
Zill UeYeal alieQaWiRQ.

CeUWaiQ geVWXUeV, ceUWaiQ ZRUdV, ceUWaiQ acWiRQV, VeeP WR cRPe
fURP aQ ¶alieQ beiQg·, iQ Whe geQeUal, hXPaQ VeQVe Rf Whe WeUP: iW iV
QRW ¶Pe·, a PaQ, ZhR haV VSRkeQ, bXW ¶hiP·, Whe aUWiɹcial beiQg,
SUeVXPSWXRXV, aQgel RU deYil, VXSeUPaQ RU cUiPiQal, cUeaWed ZiWhiQ
Pe WR VWRS Pe fURP beiQg P\Velf aQd fURP fRllRZiQg Whe liQeV Rf
fRUce ZheUeb\ acWiRQ achieYeV more realiW\.

ASSeaUaQce aQd UealiW\ iQWeUWZiQe. ASSeaUaQceV gUafW WhePVelYeV
RQWR UealiW\, eQcRPSaVViQg iW, UeSlaciQg iW. FRU SeRSle ZhR haYe
beeQ XQable WR RYeUcRPe alieQaWiRQ, Whe ¶alieQaWed· ZRUld ² VRcial
aSSeaUaQceV, Whe WheRUieV aQd abVWUacWiRQV Zhich e[SUeVV WheVe
aSSeaUaQceV ² VeePV Whe RQl\ UealiW\. ThXV aQ\ cUiWiciVP Rf life
Zhich failV WR Wake Whe cleaU aQd diVWiQcW QRWiRQ Rf hXPaQ alieQaWiRQ
aV iWV VWaUWiQg SRiQW Zill be a cUiWiciVP QRW Rf life, bXW Rf WhiV SVeXdR-
UealiW\. BliQkeUed b\ alieQaWiRQ, cRQɹQed WR iWV SeUVSecWiYe, VXch a
cUiWiTXe Zill Wake aV iWV RbjecW Whe ¶UealiW\· Rf Whe e[iVWiQg VRcial
VWUXcWXUe, UejecWiQg iW ZhRleVale aV iW \eaUQV fRU ¶VRPeWhiQg elVe·: a
VSiUiWXal life, Whe VXUUeal, Whe VXSeUhXPaQ, aQ ideal RU PeWaSh\Vical
ZRUld. ThiV kiQd Rf cUiWiciVP Zill WheUefRUe PRYe PRUe aQd PRUe
WRZaUdV alieQaWiRQ, UeiQfRUciQg iW iQ Whe SURceVV.

GeQXiQe cUiWiciVP, b\ cRQWUaVW, Zill e[SRVe aQ XnrealiW\ iQ Whe
¶UealiW\· Rf Whe bRXUgeRiVie, a V\VWeP Rf SheQRPeQa Zhich haYe
alUead\ beeQ UefXWed b\ life aQd WhRXghW, a gURXS Rf aSSeaUaQceV
Zhich VeeP Ueal bXW Zhich cRQVciRXVQeVV haV RYeUcRPe RU iV iQ Whe
SURceVV Rf RYeUcRPiQg.

GeQXiQe cUiWiciVP Zill WheQ UeYeal Whe hXPaQ UealiW\ beQeaWh WhiV
geQeUal XQUealiW\, Whe hXPaQ ¶ZRUld· Zhich WakeV VhaSe ZiWhiQ XV
aQd aURXQd XV: iQ ZhaW Ze Vee, ZhaW Ze dR, iQ hXPble RbjecWV aQd
(aSSaUeQWl\) hXPble aQd SURfRXQd feeliQgV. A hXPaQ ZRUld Zhich
haV beeQ WRUQ aZa\ fURP XV, diVaVVRciaWed aQd diVSeUVed b\
alieQaWiRQ, bXW Zhich VWill cRQVWiWXWeV Whe iUUedXcible cRUe Rf
aSSeaUaQceV.

The QRWiRQ Rf alienaWion iV deVWiQed WR becRPe Whe ceQWUal QRWiRQ
Rf philosoph\ (VeeQ aV cUiWiciVP Rf life aQd Whe fRXQdaWiRQ fRU a



cRQcUeWe hXPaQiVP) aV Zell aV Rf liWeraWXre (VeeQ aV Whe e[SUeVViRQ Rf
life iQ PRYePeQW).

IW iV a ke\ QRWiRQ. IW UeSlaceV RXW-PRded ideRlRgical ¶ceQWUeV Rf
iQWeUeVW· b\ a QeZ iQWeUeVW iQ iQdiYidXal aQd VRcial PaQ. IW eQableV XV
WR diVcRYeU hRZ PaQ (eYeU\ PaQ) giYeV iQ WR illXViRQV iQ Zhich he
WhiQkV he caQ diVcRYeU aQd SRVVeVV hiV RZQ Velf, aQd Whe Velf-
iQɻicWed aQgXiVh Zhich eQVXeV; RU hRZ he VWUXggleV WR bUiQg WR lighW
hiV ¶cRUe· Rf hXPaQ UealiW\. IW eQableV XV WR fRllRZ WhiV VWUXggle
WhURXgh hiVWRU\: WR Vee hRZ aSSeaUaQceV fade RU becRPe
VWUeQgWheQed, aQd hRZ WUXl\ hXPaQ UealiW\ VeekV WR gR be\RQd
aSSeaUaQceV aQd diVcRYeU a UealiW\ ¶RWheU· WhaQ Whe RQe Ze liYe aQd
\eW Zhich Zill VWill be WhaW UealiW\, bURXghW WR lighW aW laVW iQ all iWV
WUXWh, aQd UeiQVWaWed aV Whe ke\VWRQe Rf Whe YeU\ ediɹce beQeaWh
Zhich iW haV beeQ eQWRPbed.

The dUaPa Rf hXPaQ alieQaWiRQ iV PXch PRUe SURfRXQd aQd
eQWhUalliQg WhaQ aQ\ Rf Whe ShRQ\ cRVPic dUaPaV RU diYiQe VceQaUiRV
Zhich PaQ iV VXSSRVed WR acW RXW iQ WhiV ZRUld.

The dUaPa Rf alieQaWiRQ iV dialecWical. ThURXgh Whe PaQifRld
fRUPV Rf hiV labRXU, PaQ haV Pade hiPVelf Ueal b\ Ueali]iQg a
hXPaQ ZRUld. He iV iQVeSaUable fURP WhiV ¶RWheU· Velf, hiV cUeaWiRQ,
hiV PiUURU, hiV VWaWXe ² PRUe: hiV bRd\. The WRWaliW\ Rf RbjecWV aQd
hXPaQ SURdXcWV WakeQ WRgeWheU fRUP aQ iQWegUal SaUW Rf hXPaQ
UealiW\. OQ WhiV leYel, RbjecWV aUe QRW ViPSl\ PeaQV RU iPSlePeQWV;
b\ SURdXciQg WheP, PeQ aUe ZRUkiQg WR cUeaWe Whe hXPaQ; Whe\
WhiQk Whe\ aUe PRXldiQg aQ RbjecW, a VeUieV Rf RbjecWV ² aQd iW iV PaQ
hiPVelf Whe\ aUe cUeaWiQg.

BXW iQ WhiV dialecWical UelaWiRQ Rf PaQ WR hiPVelf (Whe UelaWiRQ
beWZeeQ Whe hXPaQ ZRUld aQd hXPaQ cRQVciRXVQeVV), a QeZ
elePeQW ePeUgeV WR cRQfXVe Whe ViWXaWiRQ aQd halW iWV deYelRSPeQW.

AV he VWUiYeV WR cRQWURl QaWXUe aQd cUeaWe hiV ZRUld, PaQ cRQjXUeV
hiPVelf XS a QeZ QaWXUe. CeUWaiQ Rf PaQ·V SURdXcWV fXQcWiRQ iQ
UelaWiRQ WR hXPaQ UealiW\ like VRPe iPSeQeWUable QaWXUe,
XQdRPiQaWed, RSSUeVViQg hiV cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd Zill fURP ZiWhRXW.
Of cRXUVe, WhiV caQ RQl\ be aQ aSSeaUaQce; SURdXcWV Rf hXPaQ
acWiYiW\ caQQRW haYe Whe VaPe chaUacWeUiVWicV aV bUXWe, PaWeUial
WhiQgV. AQd \eW WhiV aSSeaUaQce WRR iV a UealiW\: cRPPRdiWieV,



PRQe\, caSiWal, Whe SWaWe, legal, ecRQRPic aQd SRliWical iQVWiWXWiRQV,
ideRlRgieV ² all fXQcWiRQ aV WhRXgh Whe\ ZeUe UealiWieV e[WeUQal WR
PaQ. IQ a VeQVe, Whe\ aUe UealiWieV, ZiWh WheiU RZQ laZV. AQd \eW,
Whe\ aUe SXUel\ hXPaQ SURdXcWV¬«

ThXV Whe hXPaQ beiQg deYelRSV WhURXgh WhiV ¶RWheU· Velf, half-facW,
half-ɹcWiRQ, Zhich becRPeV iQWiPaWel\ iQYRlYed ZiWh Whe ¶hXPaQ
ZRUld· iQ iWV SURceVV Rf fRUPaWiRQ.

AQal\ViV PXVW WheUefRUe diVWiQgXiVh beWZeeQ Whe Ueal ¶hXPaQ
ZRUld· RQ Whe RQe haQd, Whe WRWaliW\ Rf hXPaQ ZRUkV aQd WheiU
UeciSURcal acWiRQ XSRQ PaQ, aQd, RQ Whe RWheU, Whe XQUealiW\ Rf
alienaWion.

BXW WhiV XQUealiW\ aSSeaUV WR be iQɹQiWel\ PRUe Ueal WhaQ aQ\WhiQg
aXWheQWicall\ hXPaQ. AQd WhiV aSSeaUaQce cRQWUibXWeV WR alieQaWiRQ;
iW becRPeV Ueal, aQd aV a UeVXlW a gUeaW abVWUacW ¶idea· RU a ceUWaiQ
fRUP Rf Whe SWaWe VeePV iQɹQiWel\ PRUe iPSRUWaQW WhaQ a hXPble,
eYeU\da\ feeliQg RU a ZRUk bRUQ Rf PaQ·V haQdV.

ThXV Whe Ueal iV WakeQ fRU Whe XQUeal, aQd Yice YeUVa. MRUeRYeU
WhiV illXViRQ haV a Ueal, VRlid baViV, fRU iW iV QRW a WheRUeWical illXViRQ;
iW iV a SUacWical illXViRQ, ZiWh iWV baViV iQ eYeU\da\ life aQd iQ Whe
Za\ eYeU\da\ life iV RUgaQi]ed. ThiV Ueal aQd WhiV XQUeal aUe QRW
VSecXlaWiYe caWegRUieV bXW caWegRUieV Rf life, Rf SUacWical acWiYiW\ ²
hiVWRUical aQd eYeQ WUagic caWegRUieV. If Whe hXPaQ iV Whe
fXQdaPeQWal UealiW\ Rf hiVWRU\, Whe iQhXPaQ iV UedXced WR aQ
aSSeaUaQce, a PaQifeVWaWiRQ Rf PaQ·V becRPiQg. AQd \eW hRZ Zell
Ze kQRZ Whe WeUUible UealiW\ Rf Whe iQhXPaQ! OQl\ a cRQcUeWe
dialecWic Zhich dePRQVWUaWeV Whe XQiW\ Rf eVVeQce aQd aSSeaUaQce,
Rf Whe Ueal aQd Whe XQUeal ² a XQiW\ iQ Whe SURceVV Rf becRPiQg, iQ
Zhich Whe WZR SRleV PeUge aQd acW RQe XSRQ Whe RWheU ² iV caSable
Rf giYiQg a PeaQiQg WR Whe ¶hXPaQ· aQd Whe ¶iQhXPaQ· iQ hiVWRU\.

MaQ aWWaiQV hiV RZQ UealiW\, cUeaWeV hiPVelf WhURXgh, ZiWhiQ aQd
b\ PeaQV Rf hiV RSSRViWe, hiV alieQaWiRQ: Whe iQhXPaQ. IW iV WhURXgh
Whe iQhXPaQ WhaW he haV VlRZl\ bXilW Whe hXPaQ ZRUld.

ThiV hXPble, eYeU\da\, hXPaQ ZRUld haV beeQ WakeQ aV a cUXde
faoade fRU ceUWaiQ VXbliPe UealiWieV. We kQRZ WRda\ WhaW WheVe
¶higheU UealiWieV· ZeUe ViPSl\ Whe PaQifeVWaWiRQ, Whe aSSeaUaQce, Rf
PaQ·V aWWePSW WR cUeaWe hiV RZQ UealiW\ iQ eYeU\da\ life ² bXW



SRVVeVViQg Whe PRQVWURXV SRZeU, SecXliaU WR alieQaWiRQ, Rf abVRUbiQg
hXPaQ UealiW\, Rf cUXVhiQg iW aQd WhURZiQg iW Rʃ ceQWUe, VR WR VSeak.

NRZ iW haV Ueached iWV PRPeQW Rf higheVW iQWeQViW\, Whe cRQɻicW
beWZeeQ ZhaW iV aSSaUeQW aQd ZhaW iV Ueal iV abRXW WR be UeVRlYed
WhURXgh a SURgUeVV iQ cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd acWiYiW\. AlieQaWiRQ, QRZ
Pade cRQVciRXV, aQd WhXV UejecWed aV PeUe aSSeaUaQce aQd
VXSeUVeded, Zill giYe Za\ WR aQ aXWheQWic hXPaQ UealiW\, VWUiSSed Rf
iWV faoade, aQd libeUaWed.

(f) CriWiqXe of freedom
(CeQWUal WhePe: PaQ·V SRZeU RYeU QaWXUe aQd RYeU hiV RZQ QaWXUe)

WhaW dReV fUeedRP cRQViVW iQ?
AccRUdiQg WR AUWicle 6 Rf Whe 1793 CRQVWiWXWiRQ: ¶LibeUW\ iV Whe

SRZeU Zhich belRQgV WR PaQ WR dR aQ\WhiQg WhaW dReV QRW haUP Whe
UighWV Rf RWheUV·; aQd Whe DeclaUaWiRQ Rf Whe RighWV Rf MaQ Rf 1791
PaiQWaiQV WhaW: ¶LibeUW\ cRQViVWV iQ beiQg able WR dR aQ\WhiQg Zhich
dReV QRW haUP RWheUV.·

QXRWiQg WheVe We[WV27 giYeV MaU[ Whe RSSRUWXQiW\ Rf diUecWiQg hiV
iURQ\ agaiQVW Whe idRlV Rf Whe bRXUgeRiVie.

The liPiWV ZiWhiQ Zhich each iQdiYidXal caQ PRYe ZiWhoXW haUPiQg RWheUV aUe
deWeUPiQed b\ laZ, jXVW aV Whe bRXQdaU\ beWZeeQ WZR ɹeldV iV deWeUPiQed b\ a VWake.
The libeUW\ Ze aUe heUe dealiQg ZiWh iV WhaW Rf PaQ aV aQ iVRlaWed PRQad ZhR iV
ZiWhdUaZQ iQWR hiPVelf¬ «¬ BXW Whe UighW Rf PaQ WR fUeedRP iV QRW baVed RQ Whe
aVVRciaWiRQ Rf PaQ ZiWh PaQ bXW UaWheU RQ Whe VeSaUaWiRQ Rf PaQ fURP PaQ. IW iV Whe righW
Rf WhiV VeSaUaWiRQ, Whe UighW Rf Whe resWricWed iQdiYidXal, UeVWUicWed WR hiPVelf.28

IW iV WheUefRUe Whe UighW Rf Whe ¶SUiYaWe· iQdiYidXal, aQd iQ iWV SUacWical
aSSlicaWiRQ cRQViVWV eVVeQWiall\ Rf Whe UighW WR ¶SUiYaWe· SURSeUW\
(AUWicle 16 Rf Whe 1793 CRQVWiWXWiRQ).

SR WhiV bRXUgeRiV deɹQiWiRQ Rf fUeedRP haV VRPeWhiQg QaUURZ aQd
VRUdid abRXW iW. YeW iWV SaUWiVaQV Vee iW aV QRble aQd SURfRXQd; iW
SURWecWV Whe UighWV Rf ¶iQdiYidXal cRQVcieQce·, Rf ¶iQQeU fUeedRP·, Rf
Whe ¶SeUVRQaliW\·. AQd iW iV QRW eQWiUel\ falVe, iQ VR faU aV Whe Za\ Whe
liYeV Rf iQdiYidXalV haYe beeQ RUgaQi]ed haV allRZed ceUWaiQ



SUiYileged SeRSle WR deYelRS aQ iQWellecWXall\ UigRURXV RU PRUall\
ViQceUe ¶cRQVcieQce·. BXW ZheQ Ze cRQVideU Whe VXP WRWal Rf UeVXlWV,
Whe VXP WRWal Rf ¶SUiYaWe liYeV· fRUPed aQd eVWabliVhed ZiWhiQ Whe
SaUaPeWeUV Rf WhiV bRXUgeRiV fUeedRP, iW iV eaV\ WR Vee WhaW iWV
QRbiliW\ aQd SURfXQdiW\ aUe SaUW aQd SaUcel Rf Whe SURceVV Rf
P\VWiɹcaWiRQ.

EYeQ aW beVW, fUeedRP deɹQed iQ WhiV Za\ iV WRWall\ QegaWiYe. OQe
PXVW QeYeU dR aQ\WhiQg fRU feaU Rf eQcURachiQg XSRQ RQe·V
QeighbRXU, eYeQ if he QeedV helS! WheQ iW aWWePSWV WR be acWiYe aQd
¶SRViWiYe·, WhiV fUeedRP becRPeV Whe aUW Rf WZiVWiQg Whe (PRUal RU
legal) laZ, Rf iQWeUfeUiQg cXQQiQgl\ iQ RWheU SeRSle·V liYeV aQd
SURSeUW\. BXW ViQce b\ deɹQiWiRQ iQWeUPRQadic UelaWiRQV caQQRW be
RUgaQi]ed aQd ZRUk WR all iQWeQWV aQd SXUSRVeV haSha]aUdl\, aQ\
SRViWiYe aWWePSWV WR be fUee becRPe QRWhiQg PRUe WhaQ Whe VkilfXl
e[SlRiWaWiRQ Rf chaQce iQ UelaWiRQV fRXQded RQ PRQe\ (PaUkeWV,
ValeV, iQheUiWaQceV, eWc.) aQd Whe VkilfXl XVe Rf PRQe\ accRUdiQg WR
Whe ZhiP Rf Whe ¶fUee· iQdiYidXal.

The MaU[iVW deɹQiWiRQ Rf fUeedRP iV cRQcUeWe aQd dialecWical.
The UealP Rf fUeedRP iV eVWabliVhed SURgUeVViYel\ b\ ¶Whe

deYelopmenW of hXman poZers as an end in iWself·.29

The deɹQiWiRQ Rf fUeedRP WhXV begiQV ZiWh Whe poZer PaQ
iQcUeaViQgl\ haV RYeU QaWXUe (aQd RYeU hiV RZQ QaWXUe, RYeU hiV Velf
aQd Whe SURdXcWV Rf hiV acWiYiW\). IW iV QRW a Uead\-Pade fUeedRP; iW
caQQRW be deɹQed PeWaSh\Vicall\ b\ aQ ¶all RU QRWhiQg·: abVRlXWe
fUeedRP RU abVRlXWe QeceVViW\. IW iV ZRQ SURgUeVViYel\ b\ VRcial PaQ.
FRU poZer, RU, PRUe e[acWl\, Whe sXm WoWal of poZers Zhich cRQVWiWXWe
fUeedRP belRQg WR hXPaQ beiQgV gURXSed WRgeWheU iQ a VRcieW\, aQd
QRW WR Whe iVRlaWed iQdiYidXal.

IQ Whe ɹUVW Slace, WheQ, fUeedRP PXVW be ZRQ; iW iV aUUiYed aW
WhURXgh a SURceVV Rf becRPiQg: WheUe aUe WheUefRUe degrees of
freedom. (IQ Whe VaPe Za\, WR Wake a cRPSaUiVRQ fURP a SRliWical
SURbleP Zhich iV QRW XQcRQQecWed ZiWh Whe geQeUal SURbleP Rf
fUeedRP, WheUe aUe degrees Rf dePRcUac\, PRUe dePRcUac\, leVV
dePRcUac\, a deYelRSPeQW iQ dePRcUac\ «)

IQ Whe VecRQd Slace, Whe fUeedRP Rf Whe iQdiYidXal iV fRXQded
XSRQ WhaW Rf hiV VRcial gURXS (hiV QaWiRQ, hiV claVV). TheUe caQ be QR



fUeedRP fRU Whe iQdiYidXal iQ a VXbVeUYieQW QaWiRQ RU claVV. OQl\ iQ a
fUee VRcieW\ Zill Whe iQdiYidXal be fUee WR Ueali]e hiV fXll SRWeQWial.

IQ Whe WhiUd Slace, WheUe aUe freedoms (SRliWical aQd hXPaQ, bRWh
RQ Whe VRcial aQd Whe iQdiYidXal leYel) UaWheU WhaQ ¶fUeedRP· iQ
geQeUal. All fUeedRPV iPSl\ Whe e[eUciVe Rf eʃecWiYe SRZeU. FUeedRP
Rf e[SUeVViRQ, eʃecWiYe SaUWiciSaWiRQ iQ Whe UXQQiQg Rf Whe VRcial
ZhRle, WheVe aUe SRliWical fUeedRPV. The (cRPSlePeQWaU\) UighWV WR
ZRUk aQd WR leiVXUe ² Whe SRVVibiliW\ Rf aWWaiQiQg Whe higheVW
cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd deYelRSPeQW Rf Whe Velf WhURXgh cXlWXUe ²
cRQWUibXWe WR concreWe iQdiYidXal fUeedRP. All SRZeU iV libeUaWiQg;
WhXV, WR Wake a YeU\ ViPSle e[aPSle, VRPeRQe ZhR caQ VZiP RU UXQ
iV aWWaiQiQg a higheU leYel Rf fUeedRP: he iV fUee iQ UelaWiRQ WR a
PaWeUial eQYiURQPeQW Zhich he cRQWURlV iQVWead Rf beiQg cRQWURlled
b\ iW. ¶SSiUiWXall\· aQd PaWeUiall\, Whe fUee iQdiYidXal iV a WRWaliW\ Rf
SRZeUV, i.e. Rf cRQcUeWe SRVVibiliWieV. FUeedRP UedXced WR VR-called
fUeedRP Rf ¶RSiQiRQ·, RU WR Whe RSeQ-eQded SRVVibiliWieV Rf adYeQWXUe
RU ɻighW Rf faQc\, iV RQe Rf Whe illXViRQV Rf Whe ¶SUiYaWe·
cRQVciRXVQeVV ² P\VWiɹcaWiRQV acceSWed b\ Whe ¶VXbjecW· ZhR haV
beeQ VeSaUaWed fURP Whe QaWXUal aQd hXPaQ ¶RbjecW·.

NeYeUWheleVV Whe QRWiRQ Rf fUeedRP iQ geQeUal UeWaiQV a PeaQiQg.
DialecWicall\ iW eYeQ WakeV RQ a QeZ PeaQiQg, higheU aQd PRUe
SURfRXQd. IW deVigQaWeV Whe XniW\ Rf Whe diʃeUeQW aVSecWV Rf fUeedRP,
Rf Whe YaUiRXV fUeedRPV. TheUe caQ be QR cRQcUeWe fUeedRP fRU Whe
iQdiYidXal ZiWhRXW VRcial, ecRQRPic aQd SRliWical fUeedRPV. The
SRZeU Zhich Zill libeUaWe iV QRW Whe SRZeU Zhich ceUWaiQ PeQ haYe
Zielded RYeU RWheU hXPaQ beiQgV, bXW Whe SRZeU Zhich PaQ,
cRQVideUed aV a ZhRle, ZieldV RYeU QaWXUe.

TheUe iV QR PeWaSh\Vical dilePPa Rf Whe RUdeU: ¶EiWheU abVRlXWe
deWeUPiQiVP ² RU elVe abVRlXWe fUeedRP. All RU QRWhiQg!· The
XQiYeUVe iV QRW aQ iQdiʃeUeQW, iPPRYable PaVV, aQ iPPediaWel\
aYailable ¶ZRUld· Zhich XQfRldV accRUdiQg WR iQe[RUable ¶LaZV·. SXch
a YiViRQ, Zhich deSUiYeV PaQ Rf Whe ZRUld, haV a QaPe Zhich
ViWXaWeV iW iQ Whe hiVWRU\ Rf WhRXghW aQd Zhich dePRQVWUaWeV hRZ
PXch aQd b\ ZhaW PeaQV Ze haYe VXSeUVeded iW: iW iV called
¶PechaQiVP·. ThiV YiViRQ VeUYed a SXUSRVe b\ leQdiQg VXSSRUW WR
VcieQce, aV a WUaQViWiRQal VWage, aW Whe YeU\ PRPeQW ZheQ acWiRQ



fRXQded XSRQ VcieQce ZaV dePRQVWUaWiQg hRZ eUURQeRXV aQ
iQWeUSUeWaWiRQ iW ZaV. The ¶laZV Rf QaWXUe· dR QRW fRUbid eʃecWiYe
acWiRQ, Whe\ aUe iWV fRXQdaWiRQ. If Ze geW Uid Rf PechaQiVP, Ze geW
Uid Rf Whe iQeYiWabiliW\ Rf deVWiQ\. The Za\ RSeQV XS fRU Whe cRQTXeVW
Rf Whe ZRUld. The Zorld is man·s fXWXre.

SR lRQg aV PaQ did QRW XQdeUVWaQd Whe laZV Rf QaWXUe aQd hiVWRU\,
Whe\ Zeighed hiP dRZQ; becaXVe he did QRW XQdeUVWaQd WheP, Whe\
iQeYiWabl\ VeePed WR be gRYeUQed b\ a ¶P\VWeUiRXV·, RSSUeVViYe,
bliQd QeceVViW\.

KQRZledge aQd acWiRQ e[WeQd Whe ¶dRPiQaWed VecWRU· Rf QaWXUe aQd
PaQ, WakiQg WhiV QeceVViW\ RYeU aQd WUaQVfRUPiQg iW iQWR SRZeUV, i.e.
fUeedRPV: PaQ dRPiQaWeV QaWXUe aQd hiV RZQ VRcial QaWXUe b\
¶XQdeUVWaQdiQg· WheP. NeceVViW\ iV bliQd RQl\ iQ VR faU aV iW iV QRW
XQdeUVWRRd.

IQ Whe UealP Rf QeceVViW\, hXPaQ QeedV becaPe degUaded. The\
UeSUeVeQWed ¶Whe Vad QeceVViWieV Rf eYeU\da\ life·. PeRSle had WR eaW,
dUiQk, ɹQd clRWheV¬«¬aQd VR Whe\ had WR ZRUk. BXW SeRSle ZhRVe
RQl\ UeaVRQ fRU ZRUkiQg iV WR keeS bRd\ aQd VRXl WRgeWheU haYe
QeiWheU Whe WiPe QRU Whe iQcliQaWiRQ fRU aQ\WhiQg elVe. SR Whe\ jXVW
keeS RQ ZRUkiQg, aQd WheiU liYeV aUe VSeQW jXVW VWa\iQg aliYe. ThiV, iQ
a QXWVhell, haV beeQ Whe ShilRVRSh\ Rf eYeU\da\ life ² aQd iW VWill iV.

AQd \eW, eYeU\ hXPaQ Qeed, cRQceiYed Rf aV Whe UelaWiRQ beWZeeQ
a hXPaQ beiQg aQd Whe ¶ZRUld·, caQ becRPe a SRZeU, iQ RWheU ZRUdV
a fUeedRP, a VRXUce Rf jR\ RU haSSiQeVV. BXW QeedV haYe WR be
UeVcXed fURP Whe UealP Rf bliQd QeceVViW\, RU aW leaVW iWV aVceQdaQc\
PXVW be SURgUeVViYel\ UedXced.

¶MaQ aSSURSUiaWeV hiV iQWegUal eVVeQce iQ aQ iQWegUal Za\, aV a
WRWal PaQ.·30 ThiV ¶eVVeQce· iV QRW a PeWaSh\Vical eVVeQce, bXW a VeW
Rf QeedV aQd RUgaQV Zhich becRPe VRcial, hXPaQ, UaWiRQal, aV a
UeVXlW Rf Whe SRZeU Rf VRcial PaQ RYeU QaWXUe (aQd RYeU hiV RZQ
QaWXUe). WheWheU Ze aUe cRQceUQed ZiWh Whe e\e RU geQiWalV, ZiWh
UaWiRQal cRQVciRXVQeVV RU Sh\Vical acWiYiW\, iW iV alZa\V a TXeVWiRQ Rf
Whe ¶aSSURSUiaWiRQ Rf hXman UealiW\· Rf Whe ¶aSSURach WR Whe RbjecW·,31

aQd WhiV iV ZhaW ¶Whe conɹrmaWion of hXman realiW\·32 cRQViVWV iQ. OQ
Whe RQe haQd, PaQ·V ¶eVVeQce· iV facWXal: hiV bRd\, hiV biRlRgical
UealiW\. BXW RQ Whe RWheU haQd, VeeQ aV SUacWical acWiYiW\ Zhich



aSSURSUiaWeV WheVe biRlRgical UealiWieV aQd WUaQVfRUPV WheP iQWR
fUeedRPV aQd SRZeUV, Whe ¶eVVeQce· Rf Whe hXPaQ caQQRW be deɹQed
aV a Uead\-Pade QaWXUe; iW cUeaWeV iWVelf, WhURXgh acWiRQ, WhURXgh
kQRZledge ² aQd WhURXgh VRcial becRPiQg.

OQe SaUWicXlaU aVSecW Rf aUW dePRQVWUaWeV WhiV WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ
Zell. IQ a SaiQWiQg, Whe hXPaQ e\e haV fRXQd iWV ¶aSSURSUiaWe RbjecW·;
Whe hXPaQ e\e haV fRUPed aQd WUaQVfRUPed iWVelf ɹUVW WhURXgh
SUacWical aQd WheQ WhURXgh aeVWheWic acWiYiW\, aQd b\ kQRZledge: iW
haV becRPe VRPeWhiQg RWheU WhaQ a PeUe RUgaQ; fRU Whe SaiQWeU aW
leaVW, WhURXgh WhiV ZRUk Zhich haV beeQ fUeed fURP all e[WeUQal
cRQVWUaiQWV, WUXl\ SUeɹgXUiQg Whe UealP Rf fUeedRP, aQd SURdXciQg
Whe ZRUk Rf aUW, Whe e\e SaUWakeV Rf WhaW ¶jR\ WhaW PaQ giYeV WR
hiPVelf·.33 (Of cRXUVe, VXch a VkeWch\ aQal\ViV VcaUcel\ VcUaWcheV Whe
VXUface Rf Whe SURbleP Rf aUW «)

IW iV SeUfecWl\ RbYiRXV WhaW Whe UealP Rf ¶SUiYaWe· SURSeUW\ fRUPV
SaUW Rf Whe UealP Rf bliQd QeceVViW\. EYeU\ hXPaQ acWiYiW\ Zhich iV
cRQWURlled b\ WhiV QaUURZ aQd liPiWed eQWiW\ Zill deYRWe iWVelf WR
SeUSeWXaWiQg iW. IQ bRXUgeRiV ideRlRg\, iW aSSeaUV aV aQ inner parW Rf
Whe iQdiYidXal, RQe Rf hiV fXQdaPeQWal ¶UighWV·, VRPeWhiQg hiV
fUeedRP iV fRXQded RQ. IQ facW, aQd cRQVRQaQW ZiWh Whe dialecWical
SUiQciSle accRUdiQg WR Zhich ZhaW aSSeaUV WR be PRVW iQWeUQal iV iQ
facW PRVW e[WeUQal, aQal\ViV VhRZV WhaW iW iV Ueall\ aQ e[WeUQal,
RSSUeVViYe eQWiW\. WheQ Whe\ aUe liQked WR WhiV iQVWiWXWiRQ,
¶iQdiYidXal· feeliQgV aQd QeedV caQQRW aWWaiQ a hXPaQi]ed leYel.
¶[AQ] RbjecW iV RQl\ oXrs ZheQ Ze haYe iW¬ «¬ TheUefRUe all Whe
Sh\Vical aQd iQWellecWXal VeQVeV haYe beeQ UeSlaced b\ Whe ViPSle
eVWUaQgePeQW Rf all WheVe VeQVeV ² Whe VeQVe Rf haYing.·34 MRUeRYeU
MaU[ WUaQVfRUPV WhiV RbVeUYaWiRQ abRXW hXPaQ SRYeUW\ iQWR
VRPeWhiQg hRSefXl, fRU he addV: ¶SR WhaW iW PighW giYe biUWh WR iWV
iQQeU ZealWh, hXPaQ QaWXUe had WR be UedXced WR WhiV abVRlXWe
SRYeUW\.·35

The UealP Rf bliQd QeceVViW\ iV UeWUeaWiQg befRUe Whe cRPbiQed
RQVlaXghW Rf kQRZledge aQd acWiRQ. LibeUaWed fURP VRUdid QeceVViW\,
QeedV SeU Ve aUe becRPiQg VXʃXVed ZiWh UeaVRQ, VRcial life, jR\ aQd
haSSiQeVV. MRUeRYeU SeRSle aUe haYiQg WR VSeQd leVV WiPe ZRUkiQg
iQ RUdeU WR VaWiVf\ WheVe QeedV; iQ Whe SaVW RQl\ Whe VXbjecWiRQ Rf Whe



PaVVeV allRZed Whe XSSeU claVVeV WhaW fUeedRP Zhich iV WR be fRXQd
be\RQd Whe VSheUe Rf PaWeUial SURdXcWiRQ. IQ RXU eUa, eVSeciall\ iQ
RXU eUa, Whe cRQdiWiRQ Zhich UeVWUicWed cUeaWiYe leiVXUe aQd
¶VSiUiWXal· acWiYiWieV WR Whe RSSUeVVRUV haV diVaSSeaUed. IW iV a
cRPSle[ dialecWic: QeedV aUe becRPiQg PRUe e[WeQViYe, PRUe
QXPeURXV, bXW becaXVe Whe SURdXcWiYe fRUceV aUe bURadeQiQg, WhiV
e[WeQViRQ Rf QeedV ma\ iPSl\ WheiU hXPaQi]aWiRQ, a UedXcWiRQ iQ Whe
QXPbeU Rf hRXUV ZRUked WR VaWiVf\ iPPediaWe QeedV, a UedXcWiRQ Rf
Whe WiPe VSeQW aW ZRUk geQeUall\, a XQiYeUVali]aWiRQ bRWh Rf ZealWh
aQd Rf leiVXUe. If, iQ a VeQVe, Whe UealP Rf QaWXUal QeceVViW\ iV
gURZiQg PRUe e[WeQViYe, ViQce Whe QeedV Rf PRdeUQ PaQ are Wending
WoZards a gUeaWeU cRPSle[iW\ WhaQ WhRVe Rf SUiPiWiYe PaQ, WheQ Whe
UealP Rf fUeedRP Zill RQl\ becRPe gUeaWeU aQd PRUe SURfRXQdl\
URRWed iQ QaWXUe aV a UeVXlW.

NeYeUWheleVV, ɹUVW aQd fRUePRVW:

(a) ¶The aVVRciaWed SURdXceUV PXVW¬ «¬ gRYeUQ Whe hXPaQ
PeWabRliVP ZiWh QaWXUe iQ a UaWiRQal Za\, bUiQgiQg iW XQdeU WheiU
cRllecWiYe cRQWURl iQVWead Rf beiQg dRPiQaWed b\ iW aV a bliQd
SRZeU.·36

(b) The PaWeUial aQd PRUal SaUaPeWeUV Rf SUacWical (eYeU\da\)
life, Zhich aUe deWeUPiQed b\ SUiYaWe SURSeUW\, PXVW be
WUaQVfRUPed.

(c) ThURXgh acWiYiWieV deYRWed WR VaWiVf\iQg aQd cRQWURlliQg
iPPediaWe QeceVViWieV, WheUe PXVW be a gURZWh iQ Whe VSheUe Rf ¶Whe
WrXe realm of freedom, Whe deYelopmenW of hXman poZers, as an end in
iWself, [Zhich] begins be\ond iW, WhoXgh iW can onl\ ɻoXrish ZiWh Whis
realm of necessiW\ as iWs basis·.37 ThiV VSheUe, WhiV ¶VSiUiWXal· dRPaiQ Rf
PaQ, cRQViVWV iQ Whe ɹUVW Slace iQ a VRcial aQd UaWiRQal RUgaQi]aWiRQ
Rf fUee leiVXUe. AV MaU[ aVVeUWV iQ CapiWal: ¶The UedXcWiRQ Rf Whe
ZRUkiQg da\ iV Whe baVic UeTXiViWe.·38



4

The Development of Marxist Thought

BXW iQ WhaW caVe, RQe Pa\ Va\, MaU[iVP alread\ RʃeUV a cRPSleWe
cUiWical kQRZledge Rf eYeU\da\ life!

NR.
The VigQiɹcaQce Rf Whe ZRUk Rf MaU[ aQd EQgelV iV VWill faU fURP

beiQg cleaUl\ elXcidaWed.
TZR RbVWacleV haYe hiQdeUed a deeSeU elabRUaWiRQ Rf MaU[iVW

WhRXghW. SRPe Wake MaU[·V aQd EQgelV·V We[WV liWerall\ ² VeeiQg each
We[W iQ iVRlaWiRQ, ZiWhRXW liQk, ZiWhRXW XQiW\ ² UaWheU WhaQ
aWWePSWiQg WR gUaVS aQd e[WeQd Whe eYRlXWiRQ Rf Whe WhRXghW Whe\
cRQWaiQ. IQ WhiV Za\ ceUWaiQ MaU[iVWV haYe lRVW VighW Rf iWV d\QaPic,
liYiQg chaUacWeU. AlWhRXgh Whe\ aUe cRQYeUVaQW ZiWh Whe We[WV, VXch
WheRUeWiciaQV haYe becRPe bRgged dRZQ iQ liWeUal e[egeVeV Zhich
add QRWhiQg WR MaU[iVW WhRXghW (eYeQ WhRXgh Whe\ aUe SUefeUable,
adPiWWedl\, WR Whe ɻighWV Rf faQc\ Rf SeRSle ZhR ZUiWe RU Walk abRXW
MaU[iVP ZiWhRXW kQRZiQg aQ\WhiQg abRXW iW); WhiV iV a dRcWUiQe
abRXW WhRXghW iQ PRYePeQW aQd abRXW PRYePeQW iQ WhiQgV, aQd
Whe\ iPPRbili]e iW. The\ aUe WhXV iQcaSable Rf UecRQVWUXcWiQg Whe
ZRUk Rf MaU[ aQd EQgelV iQ Whe iQWegUaliW\ Rf iWV PeaQiQg.

OQ Whe RWheU haQd, aWWePSWV WR deYelRS MaU[iVP ¶fUeel\· haYe WRR
RfWeQ iQYRlYed delibeUaWe PRdiɹcaWiRQV Rf iWV PRVW VRlidl\
eVWabliVhed fRXQdaWiRQV.

The geQXiQe liQe Rf deYelRSPeQW Rf MaU[iVW WhRXghW aYRidV bRWh
WheVe dead-eQdV: liWeUal dRgPaWiVP aQd Whe allegedl\ ¶fUee· UeYiViRQ



Rf ɹUVW SUiQciSleV.
DialecWical PaWeUialiVP deYelRSV aV a PeWhRd Rf WhiQkiQg Zhich iV

QeiWheU ePSW\ QRU fRUPall\ VeSaUable fURP iWV RbjecW (aQ acadePic
aQd VchRlaVWic Za\ Rf cRQceiYiQg PeWhRd); iQVWead iW elabRUaWeV bRWh
iWVelf aQd iWV cRQWeQW aW Whe VaPe WiPe.

BefRUe MaU[iVW hXmanism cRXld be fXll\ UeiQVWaWed, WheUe ZeUe
VRPe faiUl\ ZideVSUead eUURUV Zhich had WR be UefXWed.

MaU[ aQd EQgelV begaQ WheiU ZRUk ZiWh ShilRVRShical UeVeaUch;
WheQ PRYed RQ WR ecRQRPicV aQd SRliWical acWiRQ.

SRPe ² ShilRVRSheUV UaWheU WhaQ ecRQRPiVWV ² haYe cRQceQWUaWed
e[clXViYel\ XSRQ Whe ShilRVRShical ZRUkV. CRQYeUVel\, RWheUV Vee
MaU[·V ecRQRPic ZRUkV aV ecliSViQg hiV ShilRVRShical ZRUkV. IQ facW
fRU a lRQg WiPe WheUe ZaV a Zidel\ held bXW fallaciRXV WheRU\ WhaW
MaU[·V ecRQRPicV aQd SRliWicV had eliPiQaWed hiV ShilRVRSh\. The
facW WhaW ecRQRPic VcieQce aQd SRliWical acWiRQ had sXperseded
VSecXlaWiYe ShilRVRSh\ fRVWeUed Whe falVe cRQclXViRQ WhaW MaU[ had
abaQdRQed aQ\ cRQceSWiRQ Rf Whe ShilRVRShical ZRUld.

ThiV QaUURZ, RQe-Vided SRViWiRQ ZaV baVed RQ a WUadiWiRQal
PiVWUaQVlaWiRQ. IQ Whe ecRQRPic aQd SRliWical ZRUkV Rf MaU[ aQd
EQgelV, ShilRVRSh\ aSSeaUV aXfgehoben.1 BXW WheUe iV QR YeUb iQ
FUeQch Zhich WUaQVlaWeV WhiV HegeliaQ WeUP e[acWl\; iW PeaQV aW Whe
same Wime WR abRliVh VRPeWhiQg (aV iW ZaV) aQd WR UaiVe iW WR a higheU
leYel. FURP Whe ɹUVW FUeQch WUaQVlaWRU Rf Hegel (VpUa) RQZaUdV, Whe
dialecWical WeUP aXfheben haV beeQ UeSeaWedl\ WUaQVlaWed aQd
WUadXced b\ Whe ZRUd ¶VXSSUiPeU·. The ZRUd ¶dpSaVVeU·, Zhich iV
XVed QRZada\V, Zhile QeaUeU iQ PeaQiQg, VWill fallV VhRUW Rf
UeQdeUiQg Whe doXble moYemenW Hegel·V YeUb VigQiɹeV; iW failV WR VhRZ
cleaUl\ WhaW Whe UealiW\ Zhich haV beeQ aXfgehoben, Whe dialecWical
momenW Zhich haV beeQ ¶VXSeUVeded· aV VXch, WakeV RQ iQ Whe SURceVV
Rf beiQg ¶VXSeUVeded· a QeZ UealiW\, higheU, PRUe SURfRXQd. ThXV Whe
ShilRVRSh\ PXVW be UediVcRYeUed iQ Whe ecRQRP\ aQd Whe SRliWicV,
aQd QRW aV aQ ¶eliPiQaWed· VWage, bXW RQ Whe cRQWUaU\ aV a PRPeQW
aQd aQ eVVeQWial elePeQW, Zhich iQdeed RQl\ acTXiUeV iWs fXll
imporWance iQ Whe higheU UealiW\.

GUadXall\ Whe ceUWaiQW\ haV beeQ Ueached WhaW Whe dialecWical
meWhod iV aQ eVVeQWial elePeQW Rf VcieQWiɹc VRciRlRg\ ² iQdeed Rf all



VcieQWiɹc WhRXghW.
BXW WheUe iV VWill PRUe SURgUeVV WR be Pade. IW VWill UePaiQV WR be

dePRQVWUaWed cleaUl\ WhaW WhiV dialecWical PeWhRd iV QRW RQe WhaW iV
¶fRUPall\· VeSaUaWed fURP ShilRVRShical UeVeaUch aQd WheQ
VXbVeTXeQWl\ aSSlied WR ecRQRPic RU VRcial daWa. The dialecWical
PeWhRd cRQWaiQV aQd iPSlieV a VcieQWiɹc, ShilRVRShical aQd hXPaQ
cRQWeQW. ThXV ShilRVRSh\ ceaVeV WR be VSecXlaWiYe aQd V\VWePaWic;
RQ Whe RQe haQd iW RSeQV iWVelf XS WR VcieQce, aQd RQ Whe RWheU WR Whe
WRWaliW\ Rf hXPaQ UealiW\. NRW RQl\ dReV iW becRPe ¶cRPPiWWed· (a
YagXe, abVWUacW WeUP), bXW iW alVR becRPeV UaWiRQall\ (dialecWicall\)
aUWicXlaWed ZiWh Whe VcieQceV aQd ZiWh Whe moYemenW Rf VcieQWiɹc
WhRXghW, ZiWh Whe hXPaQ aQd ZiWh Whe moYemenW Rf hXPaQ UealiW\,
iQ RWheU ZRUdV ZiWh Whe acWiRQ Zhich WUaQVfRUPV WhiV UealiW\, ZiWh
Whe kQRZledge Rf iWV laZV (i.e., SUeciVel\, iWV PRYePeQW) aV VWaUWiQg
SRiQW.

We aUe VWill dealiQg ZiWh ShilRVRSh\ aQd ZiWh aQ oYerall
cRQceSWiRQ Rf PaQ aQd Whe ZRUld, bXW iQ a reneZed VeQVe: cRQcUeWe,
d\QaPic ShilRVRSh\, liQked WR SUacWical acWiRQ aV Zell aV WR
kQRZledge ² aQd WhXV iPSl\iQg Whe eʃRUW WR ¶VXSeUVede· all Whe
liPiWaWiRQV Rf life aQd WhRXghW, WR RUgaQi]e a ¶ZhRle·, WR bUiQg WR Whe
fRUe Whe idea Rf Whe WoWal man.

IQ WhiV Za\ MaU[iVP ² a ShilRVRSh\ aQd a PeWhRd, a hXPaQiVP,
aQ ecRQRPic VcieQce, a SRliWical VcieQce ² caQ be UecRQVWUXcWed iQ all
iWV iQWegUaliW\. IQ WhiV Za\ aQd WhiV Za\ alRQe haYe ceUWaiQ PajRU
QRWiRQV Zhich had WR be UediVcRYeUed aQd bURXghW WR lighW becRPe
aSSaUeQW iQ MaU[·V ZRUkV: Whe QRWiRQ Rf alienaWion, Rf feWishism aQd Rf
m\sWiɹcaWion.2

ThiV SUeSaUaWRU\ ZRUk ZaV abVRlXWel\ YiWal if Whe PeWhRdical
VWXd\ Rf hXPaQ UealiW\ ZaV WR cRQWiQXe, aQd if ceUWaiQ eTXall\ YiWal
TXeVWiRQV cRQceUQiQg cRQcUeWe hXPaQiVP ZeUe WR be Wackled.

The ɹUVW SUiQciSleV aQd fXQdaPeQWal ideaV Zhich eQable XV WR
fRUPXlaWe aQd UeVRlYe WheVe SURblePV eʃecWiYel\ aUe iPSliciW iQ Whe
ZRUk Rf MaU[ aQd EQgelV, SURYided WhiV ZRUk iV WakeQ aV a ZhRle
aQd XQdeUVWRRd iQ WeUPV Rf iWV baVic WeQdeQc\. IW iV QeYeUWheleVV WUXe
WhaW Whe ideaV iQ TXeVWiRQ aUe QRW dealW ZiWh cRPSUeheQViYel\ iQ Whe



claVVic We[WV Rf MaU[iVP, aQd WhaW WheUefRUe Whe\ Qeed QRW RQl\
claUif\iQg bXW alVR deYelRSiQg.

ThXV MaU[iVP deYelRSV aV a liYiQg ZhRle (iQ ecRQRPic, SRliWical
aQd alVR philosophical UeVeaUch), ZiWhRXW, hRZeYeU, eYeU ePeUgiQg
eiWheU aV aQ ¶RUWhRdR[\· RU VchRlaVWiciVP RU, alWeUQaWiYel\, aV a
VhaSeleVV eclecWiciVP.

WheUe ecRQRP\ aQd ShilRVRSh\ PeeW lieV Whe WheRU\ Rf feWishism.
MRQe\, cXUUeQc\, cRPPRdiWieV, caSiWal, aUe QRWhiQg PRUe WhaQ

UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ hXPaQ beiQgV (beWZeeQ ¶iQdiYidXal·, TXaliWaWiYe
hXPaQ WaVkV). AQd \eW WheVe UelaWiRQV Wake RQ Whe aSSeaUaQce aQd
Whe fRUP Rf Whings e[WeUQal WR hXPaQ beiQgV. The aSSeaUaQce
becRPeV UealiW\; becaXVe PeQ belieYe WhaW WheVe ¶feWiVheV· e[iVW
RXWVide Rf WhePVelYeV Whe\ Ueall\ dR fXQcWiRQ like RbjecWiYe WhiQgV.
HXPaQ acWiYiWieV aUe VZeSW alRQg aQd WRUQ fURP WheiU RZQ UealiW\
aQd cRQVciRXVQeVV, aQd becRPe VXbVeUYieQW WR WheVe WhiQgV.
HXPaQl\ VSeakiQg, VRPeRQe ZhR WhiQkV RQl\ Rf geWWiQg Uich iV liYiQg
hiV life VXbjecWed WR a WhiQg, QaPel\ PRQe\. BXW PRUe WhaQ WhiV, Whe
SURleWaUiaQ, ZhRVe life iV XVed aV a PeaQV fRU Whe accXPXlaWiRQ Rf
caSiWal, iV WhURZQ WR Whe PeUc\ Rf aQ e[WeUQal SRZeU.

OQ Whe RQe haQd, WheUefRUe, Whe ecRQRPiVW RbVeUYeV facWs; XViQg
indXcWion aQd dedXcWion, i.e. Whe SURcedXUeV SURSeU WR Whe
e[SeUiPeQWal VcieQceV, he eVWabliVheV laZV WR e[SlaiQ WheVe facWV ²
Whe laZ Rf YalXe, Rf SUiceV, Rf PRQe\, eWc. The (dialecWical) aQal\ViV
Rf UealiW\ eQableV hiP WR gUaVS Whe PRPeQWV aQd Whe VWageV, Whe
cRQWUadicWiRQV, Whe PRYePeQW Rf WhiV ecRQRPic aQd VRcial UealiW\. IW
aSSeaUV WR be, aQd iQ RQe VeQVe is, a UealiW\ iQdeSeQdeQW Rf hXPaQ
cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd hXPaQ Zill, deYelRSiQg accRUdiQg WR a naWXral
and objecWiYe SURceVV.

BXW iQ aQRWheU VeQVe, QRWhiQg elVe e[iVWV bXW hXPaQ cRQVciRXVQeVV
aQd hXPaQ Zill. OQl\, Whe\ aUe ¶alieQaWed· ² aQd alieQaWed QRW
PeUel\ iQ Whe dRPaiQ Rf ideaV RU iQWXiWiRQV, bXW alVR iQ Whe dRPaiQ
Rf pracWical life. The WheRU\ Rf economic feWishism iV fXQdaPeQWal
becaXVe iW eQableV XV WR XQdeUVWaQd Whe VhifW fURP hXPaQ acWiYiWieV
(iQdiYidXal, TXaliWaWiYe WaVkV) WR ecRQRPic ¶WhiQgV·; iW alVR eQableV XV
WR XQdeUVWaQd Zh\ ecRQRPic aQd VRcial WUXWh iV QRW iPPediaWe, hRZ
aQd Zh\ all Whe TXeVWiRQV iQ WhiV dRPaiQ aUe Yeiled ZiWh a social



m\sWer\, QaPel\, becaXVe ecRQRPic ¶WhiQgV·, feWiVheV, eQYelRS aQd
disgXise Whe hXPaQ UelaWiRQV Zhich cRQVWiWXWe WheP. WheQ Ze
haQdle PRQe\ Ze fRUgeW, Ze QR lRQgeU Ueali]e, WhaW iW iV PeUel\
¶cU\VWalli]ed· labRXU, aQd WhaW iW UeSUeVeQWV hXPaQ labRXU aQd
QRWhiQg elVe; a deadl\ illXViRQ eQdRZV iW ZiWh aQ e[WeUQal
e[iVWeQce¬«

The WheRU\ Rf feWiVhiVP dePRQVWUaWeV Whe economic, eYer\da\ baViV
Rf Whe philosophical WheRUieV Rf P\VWiɹcaWiRQ aQd alieQaWiRQ. We Va\
Rf gRRdV WhaW aUe VRld, WhaW Whe\ aUe ¶alieQaWed·. We Va\ Rf VRPeRQe
eQVlaYed, WhaW he haV alienaWed hiV fUeedRP. IQ iWV PRVW e[WUePe
VeQVe, Whe ZRUd deVigQaWeV Whe ViWXaWiRQ Rf SeRSle ZhR haYe becRPe
eVWUaQged fURP WhePVelYeV WhURXgh PeQWal illQeVV. MRUe geQeUall\,
aW ceUWaiQ VWageV Rf iWV deYelRSPeQW, hXPaQ acWiYiW\ VSaZQV
UelaWiRQV Zhich PaVTXeUade aV Whings. NRZ WheVe WhiQgV aQd Whe Za\
Whe\ fXQcWiRQ aUe be\RQd Whe gUaVS Rf acWiRQ RU cRQVciRXVQeVV, aQd
SeUPiW iQWeUSUeWaWiRQV, bi]aUUe h\SRWheVeV aQd SVeXdR-e[SlaQaWiRQV
Zhich aUe aV UePRWe fURP UealiW\ aQd WUXWh aV Whe\ cRXld SRVVibl\
be: ideRlRgieV¬«

AQd WhaW iV SUeciVel\ ZhaW hXPaQ alienaWion cRQViVWV iQ ² PaQ WRUQ
fURP hiV Velf, fURP QaWXUe, fURP hiV RZQ QaWXUe, fURP hiV
cRQVciRXVQeVV, dUagged dRZQ aQd dehXPaQi]ed b\ hiV RZQ VRcial
SURdXcWV. ThiV e[SlaiQV hRZ WheUe caQ be VXch a WhiQg aV a social
m\sWer\. SRcieW\ becRPeV a PechaQiVP aQd aQ RUgaQiVP Zhich
ceaVeV WR be cRPSUeheQVible WR Whe YeU\ SeRSle ZhR SaUWiciSaWe iQ iW
aQd ZhR PaiQWaiQ iW WhURXgh WheiU labRXU. MeQ aUe ZhaW Whe\ dR,
aQd WhiQk accRUdiQg WR ZhaW Whe\ aUe. AQd \eW Whe\ aUe igQRUaQW Rf
ZhaW Whe\ dR aQd ZhaW Whe\ aUe. TheiU RZQ ZRUkV aQd WheiU RZQ
UealiW\ aUe be\RQd WheiU gUaVS.

MaQ haV beeQ XQable WR aYRid WhiV alieQaWiRQ. IW haV iPSRVed iWVelf
iQ eYeU\da\ life, iQ VRcial UelaWiRQV PRUe cRPSle[ WhaQ Whe
iPPediaWe UelaWiRQV Rf kiQVhiS aQd SUiPiWiYe ecRQRP\. MaQ haV
deYelRSed aQd haV UaiVed hiPVelf abRYe Whe aQiPal aQd biRlRgical
cRQdiWiRQ Rf hiV lRZl\ begiQQiQgV Yia VRciR-ecRQRPic feWiVhiVP aQd
Velf-alieQaWiRQ. NR RWheU Za\ haV beeQ RSeQ WR hiP. The hXman has
been formed WhroXgh dehXmani]aWion ² dialecWicall\. The diYiViRQ
beWZeeQ Whe hXPaQ aQd iWV Velf ZaV ² aQd UePaiQV ² aV deeS, aV



WUagic, aV QeceVVaU\ aV Whe diYiViRQ beWZeeQ PaQ aQd QaWXUe. The
RQe iV Whe cRURllaU\ Rf Whe RWheU. MaQ, a beiQg Rf QaWXUe, fRUeYeU
XQiWed iQVeSaUabl\ ZiWh QaWXUe, VWUXggleV agaiQVW iW. He dRPiQaWeV iW
aQd iPagiQeV he caQ VeSaUaWe hiPVelf fURP iW, WhURXgh abVWUacWiRQ,
WhURXgh Velf-cRQVciRXVQeVV ² VRPeWhiQg RQl\ aWWaiQed b\ SaiQfXl
eʃRUW. ThXV iW iV WhURXgh Whe (WheRlRgical aQd PeWaSh\Vical)
alieQaWiRQ Zhich haV allRZed PaQ WR belieYe hiPVelf RXWVide Rf
QaWXUe aQd Whe ZRUld, WhURXgh idealism iWVelf, WhaW Ze haYe
VXcceVVfXll\ dRPiQaWed QaWXUe. IW iV iQ cRQWUadicWiRQ aQd SaiQfXl
diYiViRQ, iQ Whe VWUXggle agaiQVW QaWXUe aQd agaiQVW hiV RZQ Velf, WhaW
PaQ becRPeV ZhaW he can becRPe.

NRZ Whe WiPe Rf rediscoYered, recogni]ed XniW\ iV begiQQiQg, bXW aW
a higheU leYel. OQce PRUe PaQ UecRgQi]eV hiPVelf aV a beiQg iQ
QaWXUe, bXW QRZ SRVVeVVed Rf SRZeU aQd a cRQVciRXVQeVV Zhich Whe
iPPeQVe aQd SaiQfXl eʃRUW haV aʃRUded. DiYiViRQ, alieQaWiRQ ²
feWiVhiVP, P\VWiɹcaWiRQ, deSUiYaWiRQ ² Whe fRUPaWiRQ Rf Whe WRWal
PaQ, WheVe philosophical ideaV Pake XS aQ RUgaQic, liYiQg ZhRle.
MaQ, hiV WhRXghW aQd hiV UealiW\ haYe deYelRSed dialecWicall\.
DialecWical PeWhRd, Whe e[SUeVViRQ Rf all Ueal SURceVVeV, cRQWURlV,
RUgaQi]eV aQd illXPiQaWeV WhiV cRPSle[ Rf ideaV aQd cRQfeUV RQ iW Whe
UigRXU Rf cRQcUeWe lRgic.

MRUeRYeU, feWiVhiVP iV eqXall\ a scienWiɹc Wheor\, UeVXlWiQg fURP aQ
aQal\ViV Rf daWa, fURP a VeUieV Rf iQdXcWiRQV aQd dedXcWiRQV iQ Whe
dRPaiQ Rf ecRQRPic VcieQce.

ThXV MaU[iVP caQQRW be UedXced WR beiQg ViPSl\ a prise de
conscience Rf Whe ZRUld. WheQ MaU[iVWV PaiQWaiQ WhaW Whe\ aUe
ShilRVRSheUV as Zell, ZhaW Whe\ PeaQ iV WhaW Whe\ aUe QRW onl\
ShilRVRSheUV, bXW VRPeWhiQg PRUe: iQWellecWXalV RQ Whe RQe haQd,
PeQ Rf acWiRQ RQ Whe RWheU. AQd WhiV iV ZheUe Whe\ SaUW cRPSaQ\
ZiWh WhRVe ShilRVRSheUV ZhR SeUSeWXaWe Whe Rld WUadiWiRQ Rf
PeWaSh\Vical VSecXlaWiRQ. MaU[iVP caQQRW be cRPSaUed WR a
¶deVcUiSWiRQ· Rf Whe PRdeUQ ZRUld, WR a ¶SheQRPeQRlRg\ Rf ecRQRPic
eVVeQceV·. WiWhRXW Whe ZRUk Rf Whe QaWXUal aQd VRcial VcieQceV,
ZiWhRXW Whe ¶deP\VWif\iQg· iQɻXeQce Rf acWiRQ, cRQVciRXVQeVV (Whe
ShilRVRSheU·V) ZRXld cRPe WR aQ abUXSW halW aQd becRPe eQVQaUed
iQ alieQaWiRQ aQd P\VWiɹcaWiRQ. CRQVciRXVQeVV caQQRW fUee iWVelf



fURP e[iVWiQg illXViRQV b\ iWV RZQ VWUeQgWh alRQe; iW Zill eiWheU
aWURSh\ iQ aQWiTXaWed iQWeUSUeWaWiRQV Rf Whe VRcial VWUXcWXUeV
iQheUiWed fURP Whe SaVW, RU elVe cRQVWUXcW QeZ ¶ideRlRgical·
iQWeUSUeWaWiRQV.

MaQ iV aQ iQɹQiWel\ cRPSle[ beiQg aQd hiV kQRZledge eQWailV a
PXlWiWXde Rf aVSecWV, iQYeVWigaWiRQV, WechQiTXeV ² all RUgaQicall\
liQked b\ dialecWical PeWhRd.

IQ Whe da\V ZheQ SeRSle ZURWe VWXdieV abRXW ¶hXPaQ QaWXUe·,
PRUaliVWV XVed WR PRaQ WhaW WheUe ZaV QRW PXch lefW WR Va\. LaWeU, iQ
Whe da\V Rf URPaQWic idealiVP, WhiV laPeQW ZaV UeSeaWed ad QaXVeaP
aQd WUaQVfRUPed iQWR a SReWic diUge: Ze ZeUe bRUQ WRR laWe iQWR a
ZRUld WRR Rld. B\ SURclaiPiQg WhaW PaQ·V \RXWh iV WR be fRXQd iQ Whe
fXWXUe, dialecWical PaWeUialiVP iV alVR UeYealiQg Whe cRPSle[iW\ Rf
hXPaQ UealiW\, iWV UichQeVV. IW UeQeZV aQd UecUeaWeV iQWeUeVW iQ Whe
hXPaQ ² aQd ɹUVW aQd fRUePRVW b\ UeiQWegUaWiQg Whe hXPbleU UealiW\
Rf eYeU\da\ life iQWR WhRXghW aQd cRQVciRXVQeVV.

HRZ cRXld MaU[iVP, Zhich RSeQV XS a QeZ hRUi]RQ WR
cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd acWiRQ, liPiW cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd Well iW: ¶SWRS,
WheUe·V QRWhiQg PRUe WR Va\!·? The fRXQdeUV Rf MaU[iVP dUeZ XS Whe
geQeUal gXideliQeV fRU Whe cUiWiciVP Rf life, bXW hRZ cRXld Whe\
SRVVibl\ haYe cRPSleWed WhaW cUiWiciVP? MaU[iVP PXVW PRYe Whe
kQRZledge Rf hXPaQ UealiW\ fRUZaUd, aQd WhiV iV ZhaW iW iV dRiQg.
ReVeaUch aQd acWiRQ UeYeal Whe hXPaQ, aQd eQUich iW aW Whe VaPe
WiPe. Each QeZ VWage UeYealV QeZ aVSecWV Rf life ² Zhich Ze ɹQd
iQcUeaViQgl\ cRPSle[, iQcUeaViQgl\ Uich iQ Whe ¶VSiUiWXal· VeQVe Rf Whe
ZRUd.

DialecWical PeWhRd e[clXdeV Whe SRVVibiliW\ WhaW WheUe caQ be
QRWhiQg PRUe WR Va\ abRXW Whe hXPaQ RU abRXW aQ\ dRPaiQ Rf
hXPaQ acWiYiW\. OQ Whe cRQWUaU\, iW VXSSRVeV WhaW Whe knoZledge Rf
PaQ aQd hiV reali]aWion aUe PXWXall\ iQVeSaUable aQd cRQVWiWXWe a
WRWal SURceVV. TR SeQeWUaWe eYeU PRUe deeSl\ iQWR Whe cRQWeQW Rf life,
WR Vei]e iW iQ iWV VhifWiQg UealiW\, WR be eYeU PRUe lXcid abRXW Whe
leVVRQV iW haV WR Weach XV ² WhiV iV Whe eVVeQWial SUeceSW Rf UeVeaUch.

LeQiQ·V aQal\ViV Rf hiVWRUical ViWXaWiRQV haV dePRQVWUaWed Whe
cRPSle[iW\ Rf WheiU elePeQWV aQd WheiU iQWeUacWiRQV. FRU Whe
WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ Rf Whe ZRUld WR becRPe SRVVible, WheUe PXVW ɹUVW be



aQ objecWiYe cUiViV, a diVaVVRciaWiRQ Rf Whe ecRQRPic aQd Whe VRcial
VWUXcWXUeV (XQdeU Whe iPSeWXV Rf fRUceV Rf SURdXcWiRQ, caXghW
beWZeeQ Whe PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ aQd WhRVe legal UelaWiRQV Zhich
Whe\ aUe deVWiQed WR VhaWWeU). ThiV RbjecWiYe elePeQW iV QRW eQRXgh.
FRU a ¶UeYRlXWiRQaU\ cUiViV· WR RccXU, hRZeYeU, a sXbjecWiYe elePeQW iV
eTXall\ QeceVVaU\: UeYRlXWiRQaU\ WheRU\, XSRQ Zhich Whe acWiRQ Rf a
SaUW\, a claVV ² aV laUge aQd aV Zell-iQfRUPed a fUacWiRQ Rf Whe VRcial
ZhRle aV SRVVible ² Zill be fRXQded. BXW iQ Whe laVW UeVRUW Whe
UeYRlXWiRQaU\ VRlXWiRQ WR ecRQRPic aQd VRcial cRQWUadicWiRQV Zill
RQl\ becRPe SRVVible ZheQ Whe hXPaQ PaVVeV are no longer able or
Zilling Wo liYe as before. TheUefRUe LeQiQ callV XSRQ eYeU\RQe ZhR
ZaQWV WR WhiQk like a PaQ Rf acWiRQ aQd WR acW like a PaQ Rf WhRXghW
WR be RSeQ WR ZhaW life caQ Weach, aQd abRYe all WR lRRk aW eYeU\da\
life. TheUe iV QR VXch WhiQg aV Whe VSRQWaQeiW\ Rf Whe PaVVeV, aQd
WheRU\ b\ iWVelf iV QRW eQRXgh. AQd \eW iW iV Whe aZkZaUd, WeQWaWiYe,
VSaVPRdic eʃRUWV Rf Whe hXPaQ PaVVeV WR fUee WhePVelYeV fURP
RSSUeVViRQ ² aQd Whe WheRU\ Zhich XQdeUVWaQdV, VWXdieV aQd
illXPiQaWeV PaVV PRYePeQWV ² Zhich TXickeQ Whe idea Rf UeYRlXWiRQ.
¶UQiW\ Rf WheRU\ aQd SUacWice· ² WhiV WeQeW dRPiQaWeV aQd VXPV XS
liYiQg MaU[iVP. AQd iW iV iQ life WhaW WhiV XQiW\ iV achieYed aQd
SeUSeWXaWed, WhaW WhiV idea cRPeV WR PaWXUiW\, WhaW Whe XQiRQ
beWZeeQ iWV YaUiRXV elePeQWV ² SUacWical aQd WheRUeWical, RbjecWiYe
aQd VXbjecWiYe ² iV Ueali]ed. NRQe Rf WheVe elePeQWV caQ be deɹQed
RU caQ ZRUk eʃecWiYel\ if VeSaUaWed fURP Whe RWheUV. The VSRQWaQeiW\
Rf Whe PaVVeV iV jXVW aQ illXViRQ, a P\Wh cUeaWed b\ SeRSle ZhR
e[SecW ¶hiVWRU\· WR achieYe iWV eQdV aQd WR accRPSliVh iWV WaVk aided
RQl\ b\ SURYideQce. TheRU\ aQd kQRZledge RXWVide Rf acWiRQ aUe iQ
WhePVelYeV PeUe abVWUacWiRQV, aQd Whe P\Wh Rf Whe ¶YaQgXaUd· aQd
Whe ¶acWiYe PiQRUiW\· iV QR leVV haUPfXl WhaQ Whe P\Wh WhaW Whe
¶PaVVeV· caQ VeW WhePVelYeV iQ PRWiRQ VSRQWaQeRXVl\. IQdiYidXalV
aQd ¶SUiYaWe· cRQVciRXVQeVVeV caQ RQl\ becRPe a cUeaWiYe fRUce
WhURXgh a WheRU\ aQd aQ acWiRQ Zhich XQiWeV WheP aV a WRWaliW\, aQ
acWiYe PaVV, a leYeU fRU WhRXghW WR lifW Whe ZRUld ZiWh. IQdiYidXal
aQd PaVV aUe WZR RSSRViQg WeUPV, bXW, like WhRXghW aQd acWiRQ, Whe\
aUe bRXQd WRgeWheU. AQd RQce PRUe iW iV SUacWical, eYeU\da\ life
Zhich dePaQdV WhiV XQiW\, aQd deYelRSV iW. IW iV iQ life ² aQd iQ Whe



lighW Rf SUeYiRXV kQRZledge aQd e[SeUieQce ² WhaW fRUPV Rf
RUgaQi]aWiRQ aQd eʃecWiYe ideaV aUe WR be fRXQd. OQl\ WhXV dReV Whe
dialecWic VWRS beiQg aQ aQWi-dialecWical abVWUacWiRQ WR becRPe Whe
PRYePeQW Zhich XQiWeV RSSRViQg aVSecWV aQd elePeQWV. IW iV QR
cRiQcideQce WhaW MaU[iVWV UeSeaW Whe ZRUd ¶cRQcUeWe· VR fUeTXeQWl\.
AdYeUVaUieV Rf MaU[iVP UefeU iURQicall\ WR Whe e[aggeUaWed aQd
e[ceVViYe XVe Rf Whe ZRUd (MalUaX[, fRU e[aPSle, aSURSRV Rf Whe
CRPPXQiVW PUadaV iQ Da\s of Hope); bXW Walk Rf Whe ¶cRQcUeWe· iV RQl\
WUXl\ UidicXlRXV ZheQ iW becRPeV aQ abVWUacWiRQ iWVelf, aQ
aXWRPaWiVP. (Which iQ facW iV ZhaW haSSeQV ZheQ SeRSle ZhR
belieYe Whe\ aUe acWiQg aQd WhiQkiQg dialecWicall\ VWRS lRRkiQg aW
eYeU\da\ life, VWRS leaUQiQg fURP iW, VWRS VeaUchiQg fRU iWV deeSeU
VigQiɹcaQce. ThiV iV WUeacheU\, Velf-beWUa\al: iQ WheiU PRXWhV Whe
dialecWic UeYeUWV WR beiQg jXVW VR PXch PeWaSh\Vical Zaʀe; Whe\
becRPe cRQgealed iQ WheiU RZQ P\VWical VSeechif\iQg abRXW
PRYePeQW aQd hiVWRU\; Whe\ Walk abRXW Whe ¶cRQcUeWe·, bXW Whe\ eQd
XS beiQg PRUe abVWUacW WhaQ aQ\RQe!)

IQ Whe ]RQe Rf claUiW\ Zhich SUecedeV aQd fRllRZV acWiRQ (RU WR SXW
iW PRUe dialecWicall\, WhoXghW-acWion), Whe WheRUeWical WhePeV Rf
alieQaWiRQ, P\VWiɹcaWiRQ, feWiVhiVP aQd deSUiYaWiRQ VSUiQg VXddeQl\
WR life. I Vee ¶cRQcUeWel\· hRZ hXPaQ beiQgV aUe P\VWiɹed,
hRRdZiQked, aQQihilaWed, cRQfXVed; ZheQ I ɹghW WhiV PaQ\-Vided
alieQaWiRQ SUacWicall\, I aP beWWeU able WR SeUceiYe hRZ ceUWaiQ acWV,
ceUWaiQ ZRUdV, VSliW Pe fURP P\ Velf WR feed Whe YaPSiUe Rf Whe QRQ-
hXPaQ ² WhaW ¶VXbVWaQce· Zhich iV, SUeciVel\, QRWhiQg, becaXVe fURP
Whe SRiQW Rf YieZ Rf Whe hXPaQ, iW iV ¶RWheU·, Whe QegaWiRQ Rf Whe
hXPaQ, Whe hXPaQ caVW WR Whe ZiQdV aQd iQWR Whe Yalle\ Rf deaWh.

¶AlieQaWiRQ· ² I kQRZ iW iV WheUe ZheQeYeU I ViQg a lRYe VRQg RU
UeciWe a SReP, ZheQeYeU I haQdle a baQkQRWe RU eQWeU a VhRS,
ZheQeYeU I glaQce aW a SRVWeU RU Uead a QeZVSaSeU. AW Whe YeU\
PRPeQW Whe hXPaQ iV deɹQed aV ¶haYiQg SRVVeVViRQV· I kQRZ iW iV
WheUe, diVSRVVeVViQg Whe hXPaQ. I WhXV gUaVS hRZ alieQaWiRQ
VXbVWiWXWeV a falVe gUeaWQeVV fRU Whe Ueal ZeakQeVVeV Rf PaQ, aQd a
falVe ZeakQeVV fRU hiV WUXe gUeaWQeVV. BRPbaVWic laQgXage,
abVWUacWiRQV, dedXcWiRQV, eYeU\ deYiliVh deYice WR YaSRUi]e PaQ·V



Zill aQd PaQ·V WhRXghWV ² all YRXchVafe Pe a gliPSVe Rf alieQaWiRQ
iQ acWiRQ.

ThiV iV QRW WR Va\ WhaW I aP able WR VeSaUaWe ZhaW iV hXPaQ fURP
Whe iQhXPaQ ViPSl\ b\ WhiQkiQg abRXW iW. The WaVk iV PXch PRUe
diɽcXlW, Whe diYiViRQ ZiWhiQ Whe Velf aQd Whe ZaVWe Rf Velf aUe WRR
deeS-VeaWed. If I haYe leaUQed WR WhiQk RU WR lRYe, iW iV iQ aQd WhURXgh
Whe ZRUdV, geVWXUeV, e[SUeVViRQV aQd VRQgV Rf WhiUW\ ceQWXUieV Rf
hXPaQ alieQaWiRQ. HRZ caQ I cRPe WR gUiSV ZiWh P\ Velf, RU hRZ caQ
Ze UeWUieYe RXU VelYeV RQce PRUe? If I VWa\ RQ P\ gXaUd aQd VWUiS
P\Velf Rf eYeU\WhiQg VXVSecW, I aP lefW Qaked, dU\ aV dXVW, UedXced
WR ¶e[iVWiQg· like VRPeRQe ZhR UefXVeV WR be hRRdZiQked b\
aQ\WhiQg; aQd ZhaW Zill becRPe Rf Pe aQd P\ ZaUiQeVV? NRWhiQg.
AlieQaWiRQ iV aQ RUdeal WhaW RXU eUa PXVW XQdeUgR, WheUe iV QR PeaQV
Rf eVcaSiQg iW. OQl\ laWeU Zill fXWXUe hXPaQ beiQgV, fUeed fURP
alieQaWiRQ, kQRZ aQd Vee cleaUl\ ZhaW ZaV dehXPaQi]ed aQd ZhaW
ZaV ZRUWhZhile abRXW Whe WiPeV Ze liYe iQ.

We aUe VWill leaUQiQg WR WhiQk Yia PeWaSh\Vical, abVWUacW ²
alieQaWed ² fRUPV Rf WhRXghW. The daQgeU Rf dRgPaWic, VSecXlaWiYe,
V\VWePaWic aQd abVWUacW aWWiWXdeV lieV eYeU iQ ZaiW fRU XV. HRZ lRQg
Zill iW Wake WR cUeaWe a dialecWical conscioXsness, aV lRQg aV RXU
cRQVciRXVQeVV VWill feelV iW QeceVVaU\ WR UiVe abRYe iWV RZQ Velf ² iQ
Whe PeWaSh\Vical Za\ ² iQ RUdeU WR WhiQk dialecWicall\? IW iV
iPSRVVible WR ɹ[ a daWe; iW Pa\ Qeed geQeUaWiRQV befRUe Whe dialecWic
caQ SeQeWUaWe life b\ PeaQV Rf a UegeQeUaWed cXlWXUe.

AQd aV fRU lRYe ² Zhich fRU QeaUl\ all Rf XV RVcillaWeV beWZeeQ
cRaUVe biRlRgical Qeed aQd Whe ɹQe abVWUacWiRQV Rf SaVViRQ·V UheWRUic
² ZhaW iV WheUe WR Va\?

AQd VR RXU eQWiUe life iV caXghW XS iQ alieQaWiRQ, aQd Zill RQl\ be
UeVWRUed WR iWVelf VlRZl\, WhURXgh aQ iPPeQVe eʃRUW Rf WhRXghW
(cRQVciRXVQeVV) aQd acWiRQ (cUeaWiRQ).

The ZRUd ¶cRPPiWPeQW· (cRPPiWPeQW WR Whe ZRUld ² cRPPiWWed
WhRXghW, eWc.) haV had iWV da\. AV a ShilRVRShical VlRgaQ, iW had a
ceUWaiQ PeaQiQg. The abVWUacW iQWellecWXal, PRYiQg abRXW iQ
XQUealiW\, felW Whe Qeed WR ¶cRPPiW· hiPVelf WR life, WR acWiRQ. He
eQded XS ZiWh acWiRQ fRU acWiRQ·V Vake ² cRPPiWPeQW fRU Whe Vake Rf
cRPPiWPeQW! AV gUeaW a fRll\ aV aUW fRU aUW·V Vake, RU WhRXghW fRU



WhRXghW·V Vake; a QeZ alieQaWiRQ: Whe lXdicURXV ViWXaWiRQ Rf Whe
¶WhiQkeU· ZhR ZaQWV WR cRPPiW hiPVelf aQd VXddeQl\ Ueali]eV WhaW he
ZaV alread\ cRPPiWWed iQ Whe ɹUVW Slace!

TRda\ iW iV PXch PRUe a TXeVWiRQ Rf becRPiQg decommiWWed fURP a
ViQgXlaUl\ aPbigXRXV, cRQfXVed aQd eTXiYRcal eUa ² fURP a PaQ\-
faceWed alieQaWiRQ. We Qeed WR gaiQ cRQWURl. ¶CRPPiWWed· SeRSle aUe
XS WR WheiU e\eV iQ Whe PiUe, Whe QaXVeaWiQg TXagPiUe Rf Whe WiPe
Whe\ liYe iQ, aQd Whe\ Zill QeYeU SXll WhePVelYeV fUee, QeYeU UeclaiP
WhaW WiPe, aQd eYeQWXall\ Zill eYeQ ceaVe XQdeUVWaQdiQg iW. The\ aUe
VWill gUaSSliQg ZiWh Whe hRaU\ SURbleP Rf Whe iQWellecWXal ZhR
decideV WR ¶leaYe hiV iYRU\ WRZeU·«(ah! hRZ PaQ\ WiPeV haYe Ze
heaUd WhaW Rld Wale!). ThiV iQWellecWXal ¶geWV iQYRlYed· ZiWh life,
ZaQdeUV WhURXgh Whe ZRUld, aQd diVcRYeUV WhaW WhRXghW iV QRW
eYeU\WhiQg. SR, PakiQg aQ e[WUa eʃRUW, he ɻiUWV ZiWh acWiRQ, gRiQg
RQ abRXW ¶cRPPiWPeQW· aPid aSSlaXVe aQd Velf-cRQgUaWXlaWiRQ; bXW
deeS ZiWhiQ hiP WheUe iV aQ XQUeVRlYed cRQWUadicWiRQ: he ZaQWV WR
UePaiQ aYailable Zhile appearing Wo be commiWWed. SR he cheaWV, gReV
iQWR UeYeUVe, VWaUWV Sla\-acWiQg. OQe VWeS fRUZaUd aQd WZR VWeSV
back!

MRVW Rf Whe ¶iPSRUWaQW iQWellecWXalV· Rf Whe iQWeU-ZaU \eaUV ZeUe
acWRUV iQ WhiV hackQe\ed Rld dUaPa¬«

BXW WheUe ZeUe VRPe ZhR, leVV aUURgaQWl\ aQd ZiWhRXW cheaWiQg,
Ueall\ did becRPe ¶cRPPiWWed·, aQd ZhR QRZada\V aUe faced ZiWh
Whe RSSRViWe SURbleP: WR decommiW WhePVelYeV, QRW fURP acWiRQ, QRW
fURP PiliWaQW WhRXghW, bXW fURP all Whe liPiWed aQd iPPediaWe Za\V
Whe WiPeV Ze liYe iQ aUe SeUceiYed; WheQ, WakiQg Whe leVVRQV Rf acWiRQ
iQWR accRXQW, Wo Wake conWrol of oXr era b\ grasping iW in iWs WoWaliW\¬«

AcWiRQ aQd acWiRQ alRQe caQ gXide cUiWical WhiQkiQg, becaXVe iW
deWecWV deceSWiRQ ² aQd becaXVe iW iV deceSWiRQ Zhich deɻecWV XV
fURP acWiRQ. MaQ\ SeRSle PighW be WePSWed WR Vee WhiV gXidiQg URle
iQ Whe iQYeVWigaWiRQ Rf life aQd hXPaQ UealiW\ aV falliQg WR liWeUaWXUe,
fRU liWeUaWXUe·V iPSRUWaQce iV WRda\ PXch e[aggeUaWed. BXW liWeUaWXUe
iWVelf QeedV WR be cRQfURQWed ZiWh life, WR be WhRXghW RXW aQd
cUiWici]ed iQ Whe QaPe Rf hXPaQ UealiW\, aQd eQUiched b\ acWiRQ.
OQl\ Whe eVWabliVhPeQW Rf acWiRQ·V XQaVVailable SUiPac\, WhRXgh iW



Zill ceUWaiQl\ cRQWUibXWe PXch WR liWeUaWXUe, caQ aVVigQ iWV Ueal Slace
² Zhich iV QeiWheU ɹUVW QRU laVW.

LiWeUaWXUe dReV QRW deVeUYe WR be held iQ e[ceVViYel\ high eVWeeP,
bXW QRU dReV iW deVeUYe Whe faWe Rf beiQg degUaded b\ UeVeQWfXl,
diVaSSRiQWed SeRSle. The idRlaWU\ Rf liWeUaWXUe caQ RQl\ eQd iQ
diVaSSRiQWPeQW. WhaWeYeU iWV ¶fXQcWiRQ· Pa\ be ² WeVWiPRQ\ RU
aeVWheWic SleaVXUe, RU VRPeWhiQg elVe agaiQ ² iW haV RQl\ RQe. IW iV
SXeUile WR e[SecW Whe SUacWice Rf liWeUaWXUe, WakeQ iQ iWVelf, WR WhURZ
aQ\ deciViYe lighW RQ life aQd hXPaQ UealiW\. LiWeUaWXUe caQQRW bUiQg
XV ValYaWiRQ, becaXVe iW QeedV WR be VaYed iWVelf. IPPRbili]ed iQ Whe
clichpV Rf SReWic B\]aQWiQiVP RU Whe roman noir, iW WRR QeedV QeZ
PeQ ZhR Zill VWaWe ViPSl\ aQd ZiWhRXW biaV ZhaW ZaV haWefXl RU
diVgXVWiQg abRXW RXU eUa, ZhaW ZaV gRRd, jR\fXl aQd VWXUd\, aQd b\
ZhaW PeaQV hXPaQ beiQgV PaQaged WR gR RQ lRYiQg life aQd hRSiQg
fRU Whe fXWXUe.

AcWiRQ aQd acWiRQ alRQe caQ bUiQg WhiV healWhiQeVV aQd WhiV
elePeQWaU\ eTXilibUiXP, WhiV abiliW\ WR gUaVS life iQ iWV YaUied
aVSecWV, ZiWhRXW beiQg delibeUaWel\ glRRP\ RU abVWUacWl\ RSWiPiVWic.
AcWiRQ alRQe caQ VXSeUVede Whe aeVWheWic RU WheRUeWic aWWiWXdeV
Zhich allRZ SeRSle WR Vee iQ Whe Ueal RQl\ ZhaW Whe\ ZaQW WR Vee:
degUadaWiRQ, hXPiliaWiRQ, VWXSidiW\, RU cRQYeUVel\ jR\ aQd gUeaWQeVV
lefW, UighW aQd ceQWUe ² eiWheU lRRkiQg aW life RQ Whe black Vide RU
WhURXgh URVe-WiQWed glaVVeV.

AcWiRQ aV deɹQed b\ MaU[iVP ² Whe WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ Rf Whe ZRUld
b\ a SRliWical SaUW\ Zhich VWUiYeV WR gXide Whe gUeaW hXPaQ PaVVeV
aQd caUU\ WheP alRQg iQ iWV SaWh ² haV aV iWV aiP a QeZ W\pe of
hXman being. ThiV QeZ PaQ WhiQkV, bXW RQ Whe leYel Rf Whe Ueal, RQ
aQ eTXal fRRWiQg ZiWh Whe Ueal. He WhXV haV QR Qeed WR come oXW of
hiV RZQ WhRXghWV iQ RUdeU WR belRQg WR UealiW\ aQd ¶cRPPiW· hiPVelf.
NeiWheU aQgXiVhed like Whe Velf-ceQWUed iQWellecWXal, QRU Velf-VaWiVɹed
like Whe bRXUgeRiV, he caQ aYRid WhiV Rld dilePPa (aQgXiVh RU
WhRXghWleVV Velf-VaWiVfacWiRQ) becaXVe ZhaW he lRYeV abRXW Whe Ueal
WRda\ aQd abRXW life aW Whe SUeVeQW PRPeQW aUe Whe possibiliWies Whe\
RʃeU, aQd QRW ViPSl\ Whe faiW accompli Zhich caQ be eaVil\ gUaVSed
aQd Zhich caQ RQl\ diVaSSRiQW. OQce he VeeV hXPaQ beiQgV aV
PRYiQg WRZaUdV Whe fXWXUe, aQd RQce he lRYeV WhiV PRYePeQW, WheQ



WhiV QeZ PaQ caQ leaYe Whe Rld aWWiWXdeV Rf VeQWiPeQWal hXPaQiVP
aQd callRXV cRQWePSW behiQd; he caQ be dePaQdiQg ZiWhRXW beiQg
iQhXPaQ, becaXVe he ZaQWV PaQ WR VhRZ hiV fXll SRWeQWial aW lRQg
laVW. ThXV WRda\ RQl\ a QeZ PaQ VXch aV WhiV caQ ɹQd Whe appropriaWe
leYel fRU WalkiQg SUeciVel\ abRXW WhiQgV (Zhich dReV QRW e[clXde
YiRleQce, iQdigQaWiRQ, RU aQgeU, faU fURP iW; fRU WheUe iV QR lRQgeU
aQ\ TXeVWiRQ Rf beiQg iPSeUVRQal, QeXWUal, abVWUacWl\ ¶RbjecWiYe·; aQd
Whe Rld dichRWRPieV Rf RbjecWiYiW\ aQd SaVViRQ, iPSaUWialiW\ aQd
acWiRQ, Zill alVR haYe beeQ VXSeUVeded aQd UeVRlYed «). He alRQe
Zill be able WR e[WricaWe himself from immediaWe realiW\, ZiWhoXW, for all
WhaW, forgeWWing Whe real in general.

EYeU\ ideRlRg\ iV aQ ¶e[SUeVViRQ· Rf iWV WiPe; bXW iQ facW Whe WeUP
haV QR SUedeWeUPiQed PeaQiQg; iQ hiQdVighW a cUiWicall\ PiQded
UeadeU Zill Ueali]e WhaW a QRYel, a Sla\ RU a bRRk Rf SReWU\ ZaV aQ
¶e[SUeVViRQ· Rf iWV WiPeV ² RQe SRVVible ¶e[SUeVViRQ· aPRQg RWheUV.
TheUe caQ be all PaQQeU Rf VSaceV aQd diVWaQceV, WUaQVSRViWiRQV aQd
PeWaPRUShRVeV, VWaQdiQg beWZeeQ UealiW\ aQd Whe Za\V UealiW\ iV
e[SUeVVed, VR PXch VR WhaW YeU\ diʃeUiQg ZRUkV Rf aUW caQ eTXall\
aQd TXiWe jXVWiɹabl\ be UegaUded aV ¶e[SUeVViQg· Whe VaPe PRPeQW iQ
WiPe (Bal]ac aQd SWeQdhal, fRU e[aPSle). HeUe agaiQ Whe diVWaQce
beWZeeQ ZhaW iV e[SUeVVed aQd Whe PeaQV Rf e[SUeVViRQ iWVelf PXVW
be bUidged b\ a dRXble-edged liQe Rf WhRXghW: RQ Whe RQe haQd, b\
e[SlaiQiQg each ZRUk iQ Whe lighW Rf Ueal life; aQd RQ Whe RWheU b\
VeekiQg WR diVcRYeU ZhaW Ze caQ leaUQ abRXW WhaW life aV iW ZaV, iQ
Whe liWeUaU\ ZRUk Zhich haV ¶e[SUeVVed· iW.

IW iV UaWheU Rdd WhaW RXU eUa, aQ eUa Rf cRQWUadicWiRQV if eYeU WheUe
ZaV RQe, haV beeQ ¶e[SUeVVed· b\ ZRUkV Zhich VZaUP ZiWh Zeak aQd
VhaSeleVV chaUacWeUV ZiWhRXW cRQɻicWV, ZiWhRXW ɹ[ed cRQWRXUV. FRU,
WR jXdge b\ Whe UeVRXQdiQg VXcceVV Rf VXch bRRkV aV CpliQe·V JoXrne\
Wo Whe End of Whe NighW RU SaUWUe·V Roads Wo Freedom, Whe\ PXVW iQdeed
be VigQiɹcaQW. MXVW Ze cRQclXde WhaW WheUe iV a diVjXQcWiRQ beWZeeQ
liWeUaWXUe aQd Ueal life heUe, WhaW bRRkV like WheVe ZRUk VRlel\ iQ
WeUPV Rf cRQYeQWiRQV, RU WhaW WheUe iV VRPeWhiQg deeSl\ eUURQeRXV
abRXW WheP? TR a ceUWaiQ e[WeQW, \eV, Whe\ aUe ZURQg, Whe\ dR hRld
back, diVWRUW RU igQRUe UealiW\. BXW WheUe iV PRUe WR iW WhaQ WhaW. IQ aQ
eUa ZheQ XQbeaUable cRQɻicWV aQd cRQWUadicWiRQV sWriYe WR Pake



WhePVelYeV SRliWical aQd WR UeVRlYe WhePVelYeV RQ Whe SRliWical SlaQe,
eYeU\WhiQg iQ ¶ideRlRgical life· ɹQdV iWVelf iQ Whe bXViQeVV Rf
caPRXɻagiQg WheP (QR cRiQcideQceV heUe!); WheVe cRQWUadicWiRQV aUe
WhXV cRQcealed, ZaWeUed dRZQ, deQied e[SUeVViRQ; WheiU deSWh aQd
WheiU PeaQiQg aUe UeVRlXWel\ igQRUed. The RUigiQV Rf WhiV WeQdeQc\
aUe WR be fRXQd iQ Whe WacWicV Rf Whe UXliQg claVV, Rf Whe bRXUgeRiVie,
Zhich iV SURSSed XS b\ PeWaSh\Vical V\VWePV RU e[iVWiQg UeligiRQV.
IW iV VXccceVVfXl becaXVe iWV accRPSliceV aUe legiRQ (iW iV VR PXch
eaVieU aQd QiceU QRW WR feel beVeW b\ cRQWUadicWiRQV!), aQd iW eQdV XS
SURdXciQg VSiQeleVV, VhaSeleVV liWeUaWXUe. SiPXlWaQeRXVl\ caXVe aQd
eʃecW, WhiV liWeUaWXUe e[presses Whe ViWXaWiRQ aQd e[SUeVVeV iW Zell.

OQl\ acWiRQ bUiQgV a cleaU aZaUeQeVV Rf hRZ falVe WhiV ViWXaWiRQ iV.
AcWiRQ alRQe UeiQVWaWeV Whe cRQɻicWV aQd Whe VhaUS-edged
cRQWUadicWiRQV iQ all WheiU WUXWh aQd YiRleQce. IW giYeV XV back Whe
¶ZRUld· iQ all iWV WUXWh. ThXV acWiRQ alRQe Zill eQable liWeUaWXUe WR
becRPe UeQeZed b\ giYiQg iW VRPeWhiQg iW caQQRW aWWaiQ XQaided: a
liYiQg aZaUeQeVV Rf hXPaQ UealiW\ aQd iWV PRYePeQW¬«

Old PeWaSh\Vical UeaVRQ delibeUaWel\ e[clXded Whe irraWional fURP
iWV deɹQiWiRQV aQd iWV VSheUe Rf iQɻXeQce. AV a UeVXlW iW igQRUed
iQdiYidXaliW\, iQVWiQcWV, SaVViRQ, SUacWical acWiRQ aQd iPagiQaWiRQ:
Whe liYiQg beiQg iQ hiV eQWiUeW\. AbVWUacW ReaVRQ cRXld WhXV aSSURach
Whe iUUaWiRQal RQl\ b\ VXch iQdiUecW aQd UaWheU iQeʃecWXal PeaQV aV
Whe PRUali]iQg VeUPRQ. IW ZaV alZa\V SRVVible, Rf cRXUVe, WR VXSSUeVV
Whe iUUaWiRQal (b\ ¶UeSUeVViQg· iW), aQd WR cRQdePQ iW fURP RQ high iQ
Whe QaPe Rf PeWaSh\Vical WUXWh.

BXW Ze kQRZ QRZ WhaW WhiV ¶iUUaWiRQaliW\· ZaV Whe hXPaQ, Whe
eQWiUe liYiQg beiQg. We kQRZ WhaW, ShilRVRShicall\ aQd hXPaQl\
VSeakiQg, Whe iUUaWiRQal haV Uebelled, WhaW becaXVe iW ZaV cRQVideUed
¶abVXUd·, iW haV delibeUaWel\ Pade iWV UebelliRQ aQ abVXUd RQe, aQd
WhaW iW haV UaiVed Whe ɻag Rf Whe abVXUd aV a challeQge WR UeaVRQ. AQd
WhiV iV RQe aVSecW Rf Whe cUiViV Rf PRdeUQ PaQ aQd PRdeUQ cXlWXUe:
Whe\ aUe VSliW beWZeeQ abVWUacW UeaVRQ RQ Whe RQe haQd aQd aQ
abVXUdiW\ Zhich ZaQWV aQd belieYeV iWVelf WR be ¶YiWal· RQ Whe RWheU,
WRUQ beWZeeQ WZR RSSRViWeV Zhich VeeP lRcked fRUeYeU iQ a SaiQfXl
aQd aSSaUeQWl\ XQUeVRlYable cRQfURQWaWiRQ.



DialecWical ReaVRQ (MaU[iVP) aQVZeUV Whe TXeVWiRQ b\
aSSURachiQg iW fURP aQRWheU aQgle. FRU dialecWical WhRXghW, iW iV QRW
aQd QeYeU caQ be a TXeVWiRQ Rf VRPe Velf-VXɽcieQW ¶iUUaWiRQaliW\·
dRRPed WR eWeUQal UejecWiRQ b\ aQ eTXall\ chaQgeleVV RaWiRQaliW\.
The iUUaWiRQal caQ RQl\ be UelaWiYe, PRPeQWaU\: iW iV ZhaWeYeU haV
QRW beeQ VXbVXPed, RUgaQi]ed aQd caWegRUi]ed b\ acWiYe ReaVRQ.

MRUe SUeciVel\, Ze PXVW diVWiQgXiVh beWZeeQ WZR aVSecWV Rf Whe
iUUaWiRQal:

(a) The ¶iUUaWiRQal· aV VXch, iQ RWheU ZRUdV Whe VXP WRWal Rf Whe
Pagical cUeaWiRQV, ideRlRgical iQWeUSUeWaWiRQV aQd ɹcWiRQV abRXW Whe
ZRUld WhaW hXPaQ ZeakQeVV haV SURdXced. ThiV iUUaWiRQal iV
¶QRWhiQg· ViQce iQ WUXWh iW iV ¶RWheU· WR PaQ, hiV alieQaWiRQ. IW iV
¶QRWhiQg· iQ iWVelf, alWhRXgh RQ Whe hXPaQ leYel iW haV beeQ
aSSalliQgl\ acWiYe. IQ ChaSWeU 1 Ze dePRQVWUaWed Whe iPSRUWaQW laZ
accRUdiQg WR Zhich WhiV iUUaWiRQaliW\ eYRlYeV: afWeU a VeUieV Rf
WUaQVfRUPaWiRQV aQd diVSlacePeQWV iW iQVWallV iWVelf XQdeU a QeZ fRUP
iQ Whe life Rf UaWiRQal PaQ. AQd iW iV iQ life aQd WhURXgh eYeU\da\ life
WhaW WhiV diVSlacePeQW aQd WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ Rf Whe iUUaWiRQal Wake
Slace.

(b) SR faU fURP cRQVWiWXWiQg VRPeWhiQg iUUaWiRQal be\RQd Whe
cRQWURl Rf UeaVRQ, Whe eQWiUeW\ Rf Whe hXPaQ beiQg·V QeedV aQd
iQVWiQcWV ² hiV ¶SaVViRQV·, YiWal acWiYiWieV ² aUe Whe YeU\ baViV aQd Whe
cRQWeQW Rf DialecWical ReaVRQ. TheVe YiWal acWiYiWieV aUe alUead\
iQYRlYed iQ Whe SURceVVeV b\ Zhich Whe\ becRPe Whe QeedV aQd Whe
caSabiliWieV Rf a ¶beiQg Rf QaWXUe· ZiWh Whe abiliW\ WR XQdeUVWaQd aQd
cRQWURl WhaW QaWXUe ² i.e. a UaWiRQal beiQg. IQ VR faU aV Whe\ aUe SaUW
Rf PaQ·V SUacWical acWiYiWieV, Whe\ fRUP Whe ɹUVW VWeS iQ hiV VWUXggle
WR cRQWURl QaWXUe; Whe\ aUe WhXV YeU\ PXch a SaUW Rf a dialecWical
SURceVV, aQd WheUefRUe UaWiRQal, aQd eYeQ iQVWUXPeQWal iQ Whe
cUeaWiRQ Rf cRQcUeWe ReaVRQ.

AQd \eW WhiV SURceVV iV a SURceVV Rf becRPiQg, a SURceVV \eW WR be
bURXghW WR cRPSleWiRQ. HXPaQ QeedV aQd acWiYiWieV dR QRW cRQWaiQ ¶a
ceUWaiQ aPRXQW· Rf Uead\-Pade dialecWical UeaVRQ, Zhich ZRXld iQ
aQ\ caVe be PeaQiQgleVV. IW WheUefRUe UeVWV ZiWh PeWhRdicall\
ZRUked-RXW UaWiRQal WhRXghW (dialecWical WhRXghW) WR geW WR kQRZ
WhiV Uich hXman raZ maWerial ² aQd WR ZiQ UecRgQiWiRQ fURP iW iQ



WXUQ. IW PXVW VWXd\ aQd RUgaQi]e WhiV PaWeUial, aQd WhXV cRQWUibXWe
WR Whe SURceVV ZheUeb\ PeQ·V liYeV SURdXce liYiQg UeaVRQ, aQd
becRPe UaWiRQal.

WiWhRXW beiQg iUUePediabl\ RSaTXe aQd iUUedXcible WR UeaVRQ,
¶hXPaQ UaZ PaWeUial· iV a giYeQ. IW iV a Pi[WXUe Rf Whe irraWionaliW\
geQeUaWed b\ alieQaWiRQ (Zhich iV faU fURP beiQg cRPSleWel\
elXcidaWed aQd caWegRUi]ed) aQd Whe poWenWial raWionaliW\ Rf iQVWiQcWV,
QeedV aQd acWiYiW\ Rf all kiQdV.

This hXman maWerial is a facW of eYer\da\ life. TR SXUVXe Whe aQal\ViV
Rf eYeU\da\ life aQd diVWiQgXiVh aV faU aV SRVVible beWZeeQ iWV
YaUiRXV elePeQWV, cUiWical kQRZledge aQd acWiRQ PXVW ZRUk WRgeWheU.

AlWhRXgh accRUdiQg WR WhiV deɹQiWiRQ ¶hXPaQ UaZ PaWeUial· RʃeUV
QR RSaciW\, QR abVRlXWe UeViVWaQce WR kQRZledge aQd acWiRQ ² ViQce
WhiV iV SUeciVel\ ZheUe WheiU cRQWeQW aQd WheiU baVe Rf RSeUaWiRQV aUe
lRcaWed ² iW iV QeYeUWheleVV ambigXoXs. If RQ Whe RQe haQd eYeU\da\
life UeYealV Whe fRUceV Zhich ZRUk fRU aQd agaiQVW PaQ, RQ Whe RWheU
haQd iW haV alZa\V beeQ SRVVible WR eUecW Whe immediaWe aV a baUUieU
WR ZideU aQd PRUe faU-UeachiQg Za\V Rf VeeiQg. IW iV iQ Whe QaPe Rf
Whe iPPediaWe (iPPediaWe dePaQdV, iPPediaWe QeedV, eWc.) WhaW
SeRSle haYe RSSRVed aQd cRQWiQXed WR RSSRVe ZideU YiViRQV, ZideU
VRlXWiRQV WR WheiU SURblePV. The iPPediaWe ² Whe giYeQ hXPaQ UaZ
PaWeUial Rf eYeU\da\ life ² aW RQe aQd Whe VaPe WiPe UeYealV aQd
diVgXiVeV Whe deeSeVW Rf UealiWieV, bRWh iPSl\iQg WheP aQd
cRQcealiQg WheP. ThXV Whe WaVk faciQg acWiYe, cRQVWUXcWiYe, cUiWical
WhRXghW becRPeV cleaU: WR SeQeWUaWe eYeU deeSeU iQWR hXPaQ UaZ
PaWeUial, iQWR Whe iPPediaWe Zhich iV a facW Rf eYeU\da\ life, aQd WR
UeVRlYe WheiU aPbigXiWieV. HeUe iV a PajRU SURbleP Zhich MaU[iVWV
kQRZ Zell: WR ɹQd a liQk beWZeeQ Whe iPPediaWe aQd Whe VRlXWiRQV
MaU[iVP SURSRVeV, VR giYiQg Whe iPPediaWe a SRViWiYe fXQcWiRQ aV
SUacWical aQd hiVWRUical iQWeUPediaU\ beWZeeQ WheRU\ aQd UealiW\.
ThiV iV aQ eVVeQWial SURbleP fRU acWiRQ, bXW iW iV eTXall\ VR fRU
hXPaQiVW ShilRVRSh\: WR liQk Whe idea Rf Whe hXPaQ WR Whe hXPaQ as
iW is. The SURbleP iV alZa\V a QeZ RQe, iWV WeUPV Rf UefeUeQce aUe
cRQVWaQWl\ chaQgiQg; PeUel\ WR fRUPXlaWe iW UeTXiUeV aQ eYeU-
ZaWchfXl lXcidiW\ aQd a PeWhRd WhaW iV bRWh UigRURXV aQd ɻe[ible.



LeW XV WU\ WR lRRk PRUe clRVel\ aW ceUWaiQ chaUacWeUiVWicV Rf giYeQ
¶hXPaQ UaZ PaWeUial·.

TheUe iV aQ aYerage general sWandard, VSeciɹc WR eYeU\ UegiRQ, WR
eYeU\ cRXQWU\, WR eYeU\ PRPeQW Rf life aQd ciYili]aWiRQ. ThiV
VWaQdaUd Rf liYiQg iV bRWh a hiVWRUical aQd a SUacWical facW. IW iV baVed
XSRQ Whe WechQical chaUacWeUiVWicV Rf Whe ecRQRP\ (Whe leYel Rf
PaWeUial deYelRSPeQW, Whe VRcial SRZeU Rf SURdXcWiRQ) bXW alVR
XSRQ Whe e[WeQW WR Zhich Whe ZRUkiQg PaVVeV caQ UeViVW Whe SUeVVXUe
e[eUWed b\ WheiU adYeUVaUieV.

IQ Whe WheRU\ Rf ZageV, WhiV aYeUage VWaQdaUd Rf liYiQg helSV WR
deWeUPiQe Whe ¶lRZeVW liYiQg Zage· acceSWable aW aQ\ giYeQ PRPeQW,
iQ RWheU ZRUdV WR deWeUPiQe Whe YalXe of laboXr poZer aV VRld RQ Whe
PaUkeW; like aQ\ RWheU cRPPRdiW\, labRXU SRZeU iV bRXghW b\
caSiWaliVWV, ¶hRQeVWl\·, fRU ZhaW iW iV ZRUWh, iQ RWheU ZRUdV accRUdiQg
WR Whe VRciall\ QeceVVaU\ labRXU WiPe UeTXiUed WR SURdXce aQd
UeSURdXce iW. ThiV labRXU WiPe iV deWeUPiQed b\ a SUacWical aQd
hiVWRUical facWRU: Whe aYeUage VWaQdaUd Rf liYiQg, Zhich aV Ze kQRZ
iV higheU iQ ceUWaiQ VWaWeV Rf NRUWh APeUica WhaQ iW iV iQ FUaQce, aQd
higheU iQ FUaQce WhaQ iW iV iQ JaSaQ¬ «¬ The aYeUage VWaQdaUd Rf
liYiQg iV e[SlaiQed b\ hiVWRUical facWRUV. (If iW iV higheU iQ ceUWaiQ
SaUWV Rf Whe UQiWed SWaWeV, a PajRU UeaVRQ iV WhaW fURP Whe VWaUW
ecRQRPic deYelRSPeQW haV QeYeU beeQ hiQdeUed b\ a SUe-e[iVWiQg
feXdal aQd PedieYal ecRQRP\; bXW WhiV dReV QRW PeaQ WhaW iW caQ
aYRid colliding ZiWh Whe inWernal limiWs of capiWalism.) BXW iQ aQ\ eYeQW,
QR PaWWeU hRZ SUeciVe Whe ecRQRPic deWeUPiQaQWV Pa\ be (Whe YalXe
Rf labRXU SRZeU, ZageV, eWc.), Whe\ caQQRW be XVed ViPSl\ aV VRPe
kiQd Rf algebUaic calcXlaWiRQ. The\ haYe a baViV iQ SUacWical,
eYeU\da\ life. WhaW iV iQ TXeVWiRQ, ZhaW PXVW be defeQded aQd eYeQ
iPSURYed, iV Whe VWaQdaUd Rf liYiQg, aW a giYeQ PRPeQW, iQ a giYeQ
ViWXaWiRQ. AQd iQ WhiV VeQVe agaiQ, Whe VWXd\ Rf life aQd Rf ¶hXPaQ
UaZ PaWeUial· iV Whe gUeaW SUeceSW Rf dialecWical PeWhRd.

AW Whe VaPe WiPe aV a PaWeUial VWaQdaUd Rf liYiQg WheUe iV aQ
iQWellecWXal RU ¶cXlWXUal· VWaQdaUd Rf liYiQg. IQ a giYeQ ciYili]aWiRQ
aQd aPRQg a giYeQ SeRSle WheUe aUe a ceUWaiQ QXPbeU Rf ideaV Zhich
haYe beeQ eliPiQaWed, VXSeUVeded, UeQdeUed RbVRleWe; aQd a ceUWaiQ
QXPbeU Zhich aUe acceSWed aV ¶Velf-eYideQW·. ThXV, PaQ\ SeRSle VWill



Wake RccXlWiVP, VSiUiWXaliVP, YegeWaUiaQiVP, a SaUWicXlaU PRUal cRde
RU Whe ChUiVWiaQ UeligiRQ VeUiRXVl\; bXW QRbRd\ WakeV Whe GUeek gRdV
VeUiRXVl\ aQ\ PRUe. ThRVe SeRSle ZhR VXSSRUW a UeligiRQ, RU a PRUal
cRde, RU eYeQ a ShilRVRSh\, dePaQd WhaW WheiU belief be VhRZQ Whe
UeVSecW RZed WR all ¶ViQceUe· RSiQiRQV. BXW aQ\RQe ZhR belieYed iQ
ASRllR RU VeQXV ZRXld be UegaUded TXiWe ViPSl\ aV a PadPaQ. SXch
a belief ZRXld VeeP WR be cRPSleWel\ RXW Rf WRXch ZiWh life. IW iV
ZRUWh UePaUkiQg, hRZeYeU, WhaW iW haV QeYeU beeQ SURYeQ WhaW
ASRllR RU VeQXV dR QRW e[iVW; iW haV ViPSl\ ¶becRPe iPSRVVible· WR
belieYe iQ WheP. Wh\? The TXeVWiRQ iV ZRUWh aQVZeUiQg, QRW leaVW
becaXVe iQ RXU cXlWXUe, iQ RXU ¶hXPaQiWieV·, ASRllR aQd VeQXV aUe
fRUeYeU cURSSiQg XS, PXch PRUe fUeTXeQWl\ WhaQ JehRYah, RU ChUiVW,
RU aVWUal bRdieV!

WheQ aQ aUWiVW ZiVheV WR Pake hiPVelf XQdeUVWRRd, RU WR e[SUeVV
ceUWaiQ feeliQgV, he Pa\ VWill ZUiWe Sla\V abRXW ASRllR RU VeQXV, RU
SaiQW WheP, RU VcXlSW WheP; bXW QRbRd\ RU YiUWXall\ QRbRd\ eYeU
SUeVeQWV hiV ideaV RU hiV feeliQgV b\ PeaQV Rf Whe ChUiVWiaQ gRd, RU
Whe ecWRSlaVPic VSiUiWV, Zhich VR PaQ\ SeRSle belieYe iQ, aQd Zhich
PRUeRYeU aUe WakeQ VR VeUiRXVl\.

WhaW dR WheVe facWV PeaQ aV faU aV RXU cXlWXUe iV cRQceUQed? ThaW
RXU aUW iV QRW VeUiRXV? OU WhaW Ze dR QRW addUeVV Whe WhiQgV Ze Wake
PRVW VeUiRXVl\ ZheQ Ze ZaQW WR e[SUeVV RXU PRVW VeUiRXV ideaV? IQ
aQ\ eYeQW, WhiV iV RQe Rf Whe V\PSWRPV ² a YeU\ PiQRU RQe ² Rf a
SaUadR[ical ViWXaWiRQ aQd a SURbleP Zhich caQ RQl\ be UeVRlYed b\
e[aPiQiQg Whe ideaV iPSlied iQ RXU SUeVeQW VWaQdaUdV Rf life aQd
ciYili]aWiRQ PRUe clRVel\.

ThiV VWaQdaUd Rf ciYili]aWiRQ iV chaUacWeUi]ed b\ Whe e[WUePel\
diVSaUaWe aQd heWeURgeQeRXV elePeQWV Zhich helS WR cRPSRVe iW. IQ
iWV VWUXcWXUe, caSiWaliVW VRcieW\ bUiQgV ZiWh iW all kiQdV Rf RXWdaWed
fRUPV Zhich iW UaiVeV WR a ¶PRdeUQ leYel·, beiQg XQable WR eliPiQaWe
WheP. ThXV iQ FUaQce iWVelf Ze ɹQd eYeU\ W\Se Rf ecRQRPic
VWUXcWXUe, fURP a TXaVi-SUiPiWiYe SaVWRUal ecRQRP\ (iQ Whe P\UeQeeV,
fRU e[aPSle), aQd aQ alPRVW SaWUiaUchal agUaUiaQ ecRQRP\ (Whe
VPall SeaVaQWU\ WR be fRXQd iQ PaQ\ UegiRQV), XS WR Whe PRVW
PRdeUQ WechQiTXeV Rf laUge iQdXVWU\.3 IQ Whe VaPe Za\, aQd aV a
cRURllaU\, WheUe aUe RYeUlaSSiQg aQd iQWeUVecWiQg ideaV iQ RXU cXlWXUe



aQd RXU cRQVciRXVQeVV Zhich cRUUeVSRQd facWXall\ aQd hiVWRUicall\ WR
diʃeUeQW VWageV Rf ciYili]aWiRQ: fURP agUaUiaQ P\WhV aQd SeaVaQW
VXSeUVWiWiRQV WR UeceQWl\ acTXiUed VcieQWiɹc cRQceSWV. OXU ¶aYeUage
VWaQdaUd· iV Pade XS Rf WhiV iQe[WUicable WaQgle. EYeQ iQ iWV aSSaUeQW
aQd SUeWeQWiRXV ¶PRdeUQiW\· (aQd ZhaW iQ facW dReV WhiV ¶PRdeUQiW\·
cRQViVW Rf?) RXU cXlWXUe dUagV iQ iWV Zake a gUeaW, diVSaUaWe
SaWchZRUk Zhich haV QRWhiQg ¶PRdeUQ· abRXW iW¬«4

¶SRcial PilieX[· aUe QRW VeSaUaWed iQWR ZaWeUWighW cRPSaUWPeQWV.
JX[WaSRVed, ZiWhRXW UigRURXV bRXQdaUieV, Whe UeciSURcal iQɻXeQceV
beWZeeQ WheP ² a ¶VSiUiWXal· RVPRViV ² iV QeYeU-eQdiQg. ThiV
jX[WaSRViWiRQ Rf VRciR-ecRQRPic fRUPV aQd hXPaQ W\SeV fURP
diʃeUeQW ageV aQd diʃeUeQW VWageV iQ Whe ePbU\RlRg\ Rf Whe WRWal
PaQ SURdXceV a cXUiRXV ViWXaWiRQ. SeeQ fURP WhiV SeUVSecWiYe RXU eUa
lRRkV like a fUeak ZiWh a h\SeUWURShic hXPaQ bUaiQ, Whe bRd\ Rf aQ
iQYeUWebUaWe aQd Whe cellV Rf a SURWR]RaQ. OU agaiQ RQe PighW
cRPSaUe iW WR a fRll\ bXilW WR Whe VSeciɹcaWiRQV Rf VRPe iQVaQel\
eclecWic aUchiWecW iQ Zhich DRUic cRlXPQV VXSSRUW GRWhic YaXlWiQg RU
UeiQfRUced cRQcUeWe VlabV (eʃecWV like WhiV aUe QRW XQXVXal iQ Whe
bXildiQgV Zhich haYe VSUXQg fRUWh fURP Whe iPSRYeUiVhed
iPagiQaWiRQ Rf Whe bRXUgeRiVie; aQd VXch eclecWic iPbeciliW\ iV eYeQ
leVV XQXVXal iQ Whe ideRlRgical cRQVWUXcWiRQV Rf RXU eUa!).

Of cRXUVe, Whe cRPSle[ ecRQRPic, VRcial, legal aQd SRliWical
UelaWiRQV Zhich WhiV ViWXaWiRQ SURdXceV aUe QRW Rf diUecW iQWeUeVW iQ
Whe cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life. WhaW iW PXVW cRQceUQ iWVelf ZiWh aUe Whe
RYeUall cRQVeTXeQceV fRU life aQd fRU Whe cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf life. GiYeQ
Whe cRQfXViRQ Rf facWV, acWiRQV aQd Whe SUacWical cRQdiWiRQV Rf
cRQVciRXVQeVV, hRZ cRXld cRQVciRXVQeVV iWVelf be aQ\WhiQg bXW
e[WUePel\ cRQfXVed? (AQd aPRQg Whe cRQVeTXeQceV Rf WhiV cRQfXViRQ
Ze PXVW iQclXde Whe facW WhaW alWhRXgh PaQ\ iQdiYidXalV UeceiYe
WheiU ideaV aQd WheiU feeliQgV Yia Whe iQɻXeQce Rf a VRcial fRUPaWiRQ
RWheU WhaQ Whe RQe Whe\ iPPediaWel\ belRQg WR, Whe\ QeYeUWheleVV gR
RQ belieYiQg iQ Whe iQdeSeQdeQce Rf ideaV, feeliQgV aQd
cRQVciRXVQeVV!) ThiV cRQfXViRQ UeɻecWV a fXQdaPeQWal diVRUdeU.
TheUe iV QRWhiQg WR aUUaQge RU RUgaQi]e Whe elePeQWV Rf life, cXlWXUe
aQd cRQVciRXVQeVV, cRPSRVed aV Whe\ aUe Rf a Pi[WXUe Rf VW\leV,
W\SeV Rf life, aQd eQWhXViaVPV Rf YeU\ diʃeUiQg RUigiQV aQd PeaQiQg.



TheUe aUe ceUWaiQ VRShiVWicaWed iQWellecWXalV ZhR haYe all Whe YeUbal
WechQiTXeV, Whe eQWiUe bag Rf WUickV Rf bRXUgeRiV WhRXghW aW WheiU
ɹQgeUWiSV, Rf ZhRP iW caQ be Vaid: ¶The\ aUe SeaVaQWV· (ClaXdel, fRU
e[aPSle), RU elVe: ¶The\ aUe cUafWVPeQ· (PpgX\). The RQe feUUieV Whe
RWheU: Whe YeUbal WechQiTXeV Rf Whe eUa Rf adYaQced liWeUaU\ VW\leV
aUe PeUel\ a Yehicle fRU agUaUiaQ P\WhV RU Whe cUafW eWhic; aQd Yice
YeUVa.

TheUe caQ QeYeU be aQ\ TXeVWiRQ Rf deQ\iQg aQ\WhiQg WhaW e[iVWV
Whe UighW WR e[iVW. IW iV Whe PRYePeQW ZiWhiQ ZhaWeYeU e[iVWV Zhich
WUaQVfRUPV Whe ZRUld, SaVW, SUeVeQW RU fXWXUe, aQd QRW WheRUieV abRXW
ZhaW VhRXld be UejecWed aQd ZhaW VhRXld be SUeVeUYed. The eVVeQWial
WhiQg heUe iV WR deQRXQce cRQfXViRQ ZiWh all iWV baggage Rf bad faiWh,
gXilW\ cRQVcieQce, ideRlRgical dXSliciW\, WUickeU\ aQd WUXPSeU\. NRZ
WhiV cRQfXViRQ iV liYed ² iQ RWheU ZRUdV iW iQWeUYeQeV iQ life aQd iQ Whe
cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf life. IW e[SlaiQV hRZ WhaW ideRlRgical UeSUeVeQWaWiYe
Rf Whe PRVW backZaUd SeaVaQWV aQd WheiU P\WhV, MRQVieXU JeaQ
GiRQR, haV PaQaged WR be VR SRSXlaU, eYeQ ZiWh Whe \RXQgeU
geQeUaWiRQ iQ iQdXVWUial WRZQV, eYeQ ZiWh PechaQicV. BXW iW haV
SaYed Whe Za\ fRU PaQ\ PRUe SaUadR[eV aQd VRShiVWUieV¬«¬HeUe iV a
ViPSle e[aPSle: RQe caQ cRQVideU WhaW iQ Whe WeVW, aQd iQ adYaQced
cRXQWUieV, a ceUWaiQ kQRZledge Rf Whe ZRUld aQd eYeQ Rf biRlRgical
UealiW\ haV becRPe SaUW Rf Whe aYeUage cRQVciRXVQeVV, Rf ¶QRUPal·
cXlWXUe (WR XVe Whe YeU\ eTXiYRcal aQd cRQfXVed WeUP ePSlR\ed b\
VRciRlRgiVWV «). VaUiRXV UaWheU YagXe QRWiRQV abRXW healWh, VSRUW,
heUediW\, haYe beeQ ¶YXlgaUi]ed·, aV Whe\ Va\, aQd iQ WhiV Za\ aQ
¶aYeUage· VWRck Rf kQRZledge haV beeQ fRUPed (alWhRXgh iW iV
XQeTXall\ diVWUibXWed beWZeeQ Whe YaUiRXV gURXSV aQd claVVeV). IQ
WhiV Za\ PRUe-RU-leVV VcieQWiɹc QRWiRQV abRXW heUediW\ haYe PeUged
iQ Whe ¶aYeUage· cRQVciRXVQeVV ZiWh Rld PRdelV Rf SeaVaQW RUigiQ,
aQd Rld gURXS aQd claVV SUejXdiceV. ThiV ¶YXlgaUi]aWiRQ· Rf VcieQce aW
iWV PRVW PRdeUQ haV SaYed Whe Za\, iQ ceUWaiQ cRXQWUieV aW leaVW, fRU
Whe SURSagaWiRQ Rf a VcieQWiɹcall\ falVe WheRU\ ² UaciVP ² Zhich haV
all-WRR-eaVil\ SeUPeaWed Whe PaVVeV.

If iW iV iQdeed WUXe WhaW Whe begiQQiQg aQd Whe eQd Rf all
kQRZledge iV SUacWical acWiYiW\, WheQ RQe Pa\ Zell aVk RQeVelf hRZ
iW caQ be WhaW dXUiQg RXU eUa Rf high WechQRlRg\ aQd adYaQced



VcieQWiɹc kQRZledge Whe SUacWical liYeV Rf hXPaQ beiQgV caQ VWill be
VR bliQd aQd VR iQdeciViYe. HRZ dReV VXch aQ RbYiRXV cRQWUaVW
beWZeeQ a VcieQce SURXd Rf iWV WUiXPShV aQd Whe hXPiliaWiRQ aQd
XQceUWaiQW\ Rf hXPaQ liYeV cRPe abRXW? If all SRZeU RUigiQaWeV iQ
acWiRQ, ZheUe dR life·V ZeakQeVVeV aQd XQceUWaiQWieV ² aQd iWV
WUiYialiW\ ² cRPe fURP? HRZ caQ SUacWical, eYeU\da\ life fRUP Whe
baViV Rf hXPaQ WhRXghW, SRZeU aQd VSleQdRXU, ZheQ iW iV aSSaUeQWl\
VR iPSRYeUiVhed, VR lRZl\, VR bliQd, WhaW Ze VWill feel Whe Qeed WR
dUeVV iW XS iQ illXViRQV, decRUaWiRQV, laYiVh cRVWXPeV, RU aW Whe YeU\
leaVW iQ ZeiUd aQd bi]aUUe diVgXiVeV, befRUe Ze caQ acceSW iW?

The aQal\ViV Rf Whe RUgaQic aQd ideRlRgical cRQfXViRQ Rf RXU eUa
RʃeUV aQ iQiWial aQVZeU WR WheVe TXeVWiRQV. AQd adPiWWedl\ WhiV
diYeUViW\ cRQWUibXWeV WR Whe UichQeVV Rf RXU cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd RXU
cXlWXUe. SWill Ze PXVW gUaVS iW, deɹQe iW, caWegRUi]e iWV elePeQWV, fRU
ZhaW Ze haYe iQheUiWed fURP SaVW aQd VXSeUVeded eUaV iV SUeciVel\ a
VhaSeleVV aQd irraWional PaVV Rf QRWiRQV aQd feeliQgV, a ¶Uich· bXW
hiWheUWR iQe[WUicable PXddle.

OQl\ a YaVW iQYeQWRU\ Rf Whe elePeQWV Rf RXU cXlWXUe ² iQ RWheU
ZRUdV Rf RXU cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf life ² Zill eQable XV WR Vee cleaUl\.

ThiV eQdeaYRXU caQQRW be XQdeUWakeQ ² iW caQQRW eYeQ be
cRQceiYed ² ZiWh aQ\ PeWhRd RWheU WhaQ Whe MaU[iVW dialecWic. IW caQ
haYe PeaQiQg RQl\ iQ aQd WhURXgh dialecWical PaWeUialiVP. The
ShilRVRSheUV, WheRlRgiaQV, VRciRlRgiVWV aQd liWeUaU\ hackV all accepW
Whe ideaV aQd feeliQgV WhaW aUe SaVVed RQ WR WheP, aQd RQ WhaW leYel.
TheiU cUiWiciVPV aUe abVWUacW aQd WiPeleVV. The\ aUe XQable WR ViWXaWe
Whe elePeQWV Rf RXU cRQVciRXVQeVV iQ hiVWRUical WiPe, b\ liQkiQg WheP
WR VXcceVViYe VRcial fRUPaWiRQV, WR faVhiRQV aQd Za\V Rf life. The\
caQ deVcUibe, bXW Whe\ caQQRW XQdeUVWaQd, PXch leVV jXdge aQd
cUiWici]e eʃecWiYel\. OQl\ MaU[iVW social cUiWiciVP iV caSable Rf
XQcRYeUiQg Whe geQeViV Rf ¶UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV· aQd feeliQgV; iW UeYealV
WheiU cRQdiWiRQV, WheiU SUacWical fXQcWiRQV, Whe Za\ Whe\ ZRUk, aQd
aQal\VeV Whe UelaWiYe SURSRUWiRQV Rf aSSeaUaQce aQd UealiW\ ² Whe
aPRXQW Rf ¶Sla\-acWiQg· aQd Whe aPRXQW Rf ¶hXPaQ· ² WhaW Whe\ haYe
cRQWaiQed iQ Whe SaVW aQd WhaW Whe\ cRQWaiQ WRda\. IW caQ Pake liQkV
beWZeeQ each ¶UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ·, each V\PbRl, each P\Wh, each
cRQceSW, aQd a VSeciɹc hXPaQ eUa.



IW caQ WUace Whe iQWeUacWiRQV Rf Whe VRcial ¶PilieX[· aQd iQ WhiV Za\
XQdeUVWaQd RXU cRPSRViWe aQd heWeURgeQeRXV cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf life.

¶CRQVciRXVQeVV Rf life· ² caQ WhRVe ZRUdV be UighW? AUe Ze
cRQVciRXV Rf RXU RZQ liYeV? The ZRUdV Zhich VSUiQg WR RXU liSV, Whe
ideaV aQd iPageV aW RXU diVSRVal, aUe Whe\ Rf a kiQd WR allRZ XV a
WrXe cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf RXU liYeV?« NR! OXU liYeV aUe VWill XQUeali]ed,
aQd RXU cRQVciRXVQeVV iV falVe. IW iV QRW RQl\ RXU cRQVciRXVQeVV
Zhich iV falVe: iW iV RQl\ falVe becaXVe RXU liYeV aUe VWill alieQaWed.
FalVe UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV bUiQg ZiWh WheP a falVe cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf ZhaW
aQ XQUeali]ed life iV; iQ RWheU ZRUdV Whe\ dR QRW bUiQg aQ aZaUeQeVV
Rf Whe QRQ-Ueali]aWiRQ (Rf Whe degUee Rf QRQ-Ueali]aWiRQ) Rf hXPaQ
life: Whe\ SUeVeQW iW aV eiWheU Ueali]ed (Zhich leadV WR YXlgaU RU
PRUal VaWiVfacWiRQ) RU XQUeali]able (Zhich leadV WR aQgXiVh RU Whe
deViUe fRU a diʃeUeQW life).

MRUe SUeciVel\, QRZada\V, Ze do noW knoZ hoZ Ze liYe. AQd aW Whe
eQd Rf RXU liYeV, Ze VcaUcel\ kQRZ hRZ Ze haYe liYed WheP. AQd
hRZ biWWeU WhiV XQhaSS\ cRQVciRXVQeVV iV¬«

While Ze aUe WU\iQg WR liYe, aW Whe PRPeQW Ze aUe liYiQg, UeligiRQ,
PRUaliW\, liWeUaWXUe aQd faPiliaU ZRUdV iPSRVe XSRQ XV aQ Rɽcial
iPage Rf RXUVelYeV. The iQdiYidXal·V ¶SUiYaWe· cRQVciRXVQeVV iV
cRPSlePeQWed b\ a ¶SXblic· cRQVciRXVQeVV; Whe\ iQWeUacW aQd VXSSRUW
RQe aQRWheU. The ¶SUiYaWe· cRQVciRXVQeVV UefeUV acURVV WR Whe ¶SXblic·
cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd Yice YeUVa; Whe RQe iV PeaQiQgleVV ZiWhRXW Whe
RWheU.5 The RQe iV aV Ueal ² aQd aV XQUeal ² aV Whe RWheU. FRU Whe
¶SUiYaWe· iQdiYidXal, Whe SXblic cRQVciRXVQeVV cRQWaiQV Whe PRVW baVic
VRcial elePeQWV WhaW iQdiYidXaliVP caQ adaSW WR; aQd aW Whe VaPe
WiPe iW iV ladeQ ZiWh deceSWiYe ZRUdV, P\VWif\iQg ideaV aQd iPageV.
IQ Whe ¶SXblic· cRQVciRXVQeVV Whe ¶SUiYaWe· cRQVciRXVQeVV ɹQdV
jXVWiɹcaWiRQV, Uead\-Pade e[SlaQaWiRQV, cRPSeQVaWiRQV. IQdiYidXal
life RVcillaWeV beWZeeQ Whe RQe aQd Whe RWheU. The faPRXV dialRgXe
beWZeeQ Whe ¶I· aQd EgR iV ViPSl\ WhaW beWZeeQ Whe SUiYaWe aQd Whe
SXblic iQ Whe VaPe iQdiYidXal. AQd iQ WhiV diYided, UiYeQ, WRUQ
cRQVciRXVQeVV Whe TXeVWiRQV SRVed b\ RQe fUagPeQW aUe aQVZeUed b\
Whe RWheU. TRgeWheU, Whe fUagPeQWV Wake RQ Whe aSSeaUaQce Rf a Velf-
VXɽcieQW ZhRle. WheQ Whe SUiYaWe PaQ iV VecUeWl\ ZRUUied, hiV
SXblic cRQVciRXVQeVV aVVXUeV hiP WhaW WheUe iV QR Qeed WR be, WhaW



eYeU\WhiQg iV ɹQe, WhaW Ueall\ he iV haSS\ ² RU, cRQYeUVel\, WhaW
RZiQg WR WRWall\ e[WeUQal ciUcXPVWaQceV, QRWhiQg caQ be dRQe, WhaW
he Zill be XQhaSS\ WhURXghRXW eWeUQiW\. IW eliPiQaWeV Whe YeU\ Qeed
WR aVk TXeVWiRQV. The SUiYaWe PaQ QeYeU Ueall\ aVkV hiPVelf ¶hRZ he
liYeV·, fRU he WhiQkV he kQRZV iW iQ adYaQce: he WhiQkV WhaW he RZQV
life like jXVW RQe PRUe SRVVeVViRQ; he belieYeV WhaW haSSiQeVV caQ be
held iQ Whe haQd, Whe SRXQdV, VhilliQgV aQd SeQce Rf WhaW gUeaW
caSiWal aVVeW, life.

The cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life Zill SURSRVe Whe XQdeUWakiQg Rf a
YaVW VXUYe\, WR be called: HoZ Ze liYe.

(a) We cRXld begiQ WhiV VXUYe\ b\ aWWePSWiQg WR UecRQVWUXcW Whe
Ueal life Rf a QXPbeU Rf iQdiYidXalV (cRPSaUiQg WheiU Ueal liYeV ZiWh
WheiU cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf WheP, WheiU iQWeUSUeWaWiRQV Rf WheP), XViQg a
YaUieW\ Rf UeVeaUch WechQiTXeV.

HRZ ZeUe WheVe ¶SUiYaWe· iQdiYidXalV fRUPed? UQdeU ZhaW
iQɻXeQceV? HRZ did Whe\ chRRVe WheiU SaWh iQ life, WheiU SURfeVViRQ?
HRZ did Whe\ geW PaUUied? HRZ aQd Zh\ did Whe\ haYe childUeQ?
HRZ aQd Zh\ did Whe\ acW iQ VXch aQd VXch a ViWXaWiRQ iQ WheiU
liYeV?«

A VXUYe\ Rf WhiV kiQd ZRXld be faiUl\ diɽcXlW WR caUU\ RXW
(alWhRXgh VRPe QeZVSaSeUV aQd UeYieZV haYe alUead\ cRllecWed aQd
SXbliVhed cRQɹdeQWial iQfRUPaWiRQ Rf Whe PRVW iQWiPaWe kiQd, if RQl\
fRU SXbliciW\ SXUSRVeV), bXW iW ZRXld Vhed PXch XQe[SecWed lighW
XSRQ iQdiYidXal liYeV iQ RXU age. IW ZRXld be faVciQaWiQg WR cRPSaUe
Whe UeVXlWV ZiWh UeligiRXV, PRUal, SRliWical aQd ShilRVRShical ideaV
Zhich aUe VWill iQ ciUcXlaWiRQ ² aQd eVSeciall\ ZiWh Whe iQdiYidXaliVP
Zhich iV eYeQ PRUe ZideVSUead iQ behaYiRXU WhaQ iW iV iQ WheRU\.

MeWhRdicall\ caUUied RXW, WhiV VXUYe\ ZRXld aW lRQg laVW VXSSlaQW
Whe UaPbliQgV Rf ShilRVRSheUV RU QRYeliVWV (iQclXdiQg WhRVe ZhR geW
ePRWiRQal abRXW ¶beiQgV· aQd haUVhl\ lXcid abRXW ¶e[iVWeQce·) ZiWh
VRlidl\ eVWabliVhed ¶hXPaQ WUXWhV·. IQ all likelihRRd iW ZRXld helS WR
VhifW RXU ceQWUeV Rf iQWeUeVW, UeYealiQg Whe SaUW Sla\ed b\ alieQaWiRQ,
ɹcWiRQV, chaQce aQd faWe iQ Whe Ueal life aQd deaWh Rf PeQ.

The dRcXPeQWaWiRQ Ze haYe cRllecWed VR faU (VRPe Rf Zhich Zill
be SXbliVhed iQ Whe CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life) dePRQVWUaWeV Whe
e[iVWeQce iQ WRda\·V VRcial life Rf VRPe laUgel\ XQkQRZQ VecWRUV ²



aQd all Whe PRUe VR iQaVPXch aV Whe dRPiQaQW ideRlRgieV VXggeVW
¶ideaV· Zhich aSSeaU WR e[SlaiQ aQd VchePaWi]e WheP.6

(b) ThiV VXUYe\ VhRXld QRW be liPiWed WR a ceUWaiQ QXPbeU Rf
iQdiYidXal liYeV WakeQ iQ WheiU WRWaliW\, bXW VhRXld e[aPiQe Whe
deWailV Rf eYeU\da\ life aV PiQXWel\ aV SRVVible ² fRU e[aPSle, a da\
iQ Whe life Rf aQ iQdiYidXal, aQ\ da\, QR PaWWeU hRZ WUiYial.

A WUiYial da\ iQ RXU liYeV ² ZhaW dR Ze Pake Rf iW? IW iV likel\ WhaW
Whe VXUYe\ ZRXld UeYeal WhaW WakeQ VRciall\ (e[aPiQed iQ Whe lighW Rf
Whe hiddeQ VRcial Vide Rf iQdiYidXal WUiYialiW\) WhiV WUiYial da\ ZRXld
haYe QRWhiQg WUiYial abRXW iW aW all. DXUiQg a da\ aW ZRUk RU a
hRlida\, Ze each eQWeU iQWR UelaWiRQV ZiWh a ceUWaiQ QXPbeU Rf VRcial
¶WhiQgV· ZhRVe QaWXUe Ze dR QRW XQdeUVWaQd, bXW Zhich Ze VXSSRUW
b\ RXU acWiYe SaUWiciSaWiRQ; ZiWhRXW Ueali]iQg iW Ze aUe caXghW XS iQ
a ceUWaiQ QXPbeU Rf VRcial PechaQiVPV.

OQe TXeVWiRQ Ze caQ aVk RXUVelYeV, fRU e[aPSle, iV hRZ Whe
aYeUage PaQ iQ hiV RUdiQaU\, da\-WR-da\ life, UelaWeV WR Whe laUge
cRUSRUaWiRQV. WheUe dReV he eQcRXQWeU WheP? HRZ dReV he SeUceiYe
WheP aQd iPagiQe WheP? TheRU\ UeYealV a cRPSle[ VWUXcWXUe heUe ²
iQ ZhaW Za\V dReV he PRYe ZiWhiQ iW? AQd hRZ dReV WhiV VWUXcWXUe
aSSeaU WR hiP fURP PRUQiQg Will QighW?

(c) TakeQ PRUe bURadl\ aQd PRUe geQeUall\, WhiV VXUYe\ Rf
eYeU\da\ life ZRXld becRPe a VXUYe\ Rf FUeQch life aQd VSeciɹcall\
FUeQch fRUPV Rf life ² aV cRPSaUed ZiWh Whe VSeciɹc fRUPV Rf RWheU
QaWiRQV.

HRZ haYe Whe diʃeUeQW ¶PilieX[· Rf Whe FUeQch QaWiRQ RUgaQi]ed
WheiU eYeU\da\ life?

HRZ dR WheVe diʃeUeQW VRcial gURXSV XVe WheiU PRQe\, hRZ dR
Whe\ RUgaQi]e WheiU bXdgeW?7 HRZ dR Whe\ VSeQd WheiU WiPe, ZhaW
aUe WheiU leiVXUe acWiYiWieV? IQ ZhaW fRUPV dR Whe\ acW RXW WheiU
VRciabiliW\, WheiU VRliWXde, WheiU faPil\ life, WheiU lRYe life, WheiU
cXlWXUe?

GRiQg RQ Whe aV-\eW iQcRPSleWe dRcXPeQWaWiRQ Ze haYe cRllecWed,
iW ZRXld aSSeaU WhaW geQXiQe UeYelaWiRQV Pa\ be e[SecWed.

The VXUYe\ ZRXld UeYeal hRZ Whe FUeQchPaQ haV lRQg beeQ RQe Rf
Whe PRVW e[ploiWed PePbeUV Rf Whe caSiWaliVW XQiYeUVe, aQd hRZ Whe
bRXUgeRiVie Zhich haV e[SlRiWed hiP haV beeQ RQe Rf Whe VhUeZdeVW



² alWeUQaWiQg beWZeeQ deceiW aQd bUXWaliW\, aQd alZa\V YeU\
¶PRdeUQ·, YeU\ PXch iQ WRXch ZiWh all Whe WacWicV Rf Whe claVV
VWUXggle (SaUWicXlaUl\ aQd SUeciVel\ ZheQ iW iQdiVcUiPiQaWel\ XVeV
eiWheU Whe QaWiRQ RU Whe iQdiYidXal WR deQ\ WhaW Whe VWUXggle e[iVWV
«).

UViQg SUeciVe caVeV aQd e[aPSleV, Whe VXUYe\ ZRXld dePRQVWUaWe
hRZ WhiV deceiWfXl SUeVVXUe UeVXlWV iQ Whe debaVePeQW bRWh Rf Whe
VRcial VWUXcWXUe (agUicXlWXUe RU iQdXVWU\) aQd Rf iQdiYidXal, eYeU\da\
life.

IW ZRXld WhXV cRQWUibXWe WRZaUdV diVSelliQg ceUWaiQ haUPfXl P\WhV
(fRU e[aPSle, Whe ecRQRPic P\Wh Rf FUaQce·V ¶QaWXUal· ZealWh ² Whe
cXlWXUal aQd VSiUiWXal P\WhV Rf Whe iQheUeQW lXcidiW\ aQd
VSRQWaQeRXV PRdeUaWiRQ Rf FUeQch WhRXghW «) b\ dePRQVWUaWiQg
cRQcUeWel\ ZhaW is WrXe aQd ZhaW is false abRXW WheP¬«

IW ZRXld alVR cRQWUibXWe WRZaUdV Whe cUiWiTXe Rf a QXPbeU Rf
illXViRQV Zhich aUe SaUWicXlaUl\ diVaVWURXV fRU FUaQce. IV iW QRW
VXUSUiViQg aQd faVciQaWiQg WhaW aW Whe haUVheVW, PRVW RSSUeVViYe
PRPeQW Rf high caSiWaliVP VR PaQ\ Rf Whe FUeQch VhRXld haYe
belieYed aQd VhRXld gR RQ belieYiQg WhaW Whe\ aUe fUee, aQd WhaW iQ
Whe QaPe Rf WheiU fUeedRP a ceUWaiQ (aQd aSSaUeQWl\ laUge) QXPbeU
Rf WheP aUe VWill UXVhiQg headlRQg iQWR VlaYeU\? WhaW caQ be Whe
PeaQiQg Rf Whe VWXbbRUQ aQd SeUViVWeQW VXcceVV Rf WhiV P\VWiɹcaWiRQ?
WhaW caQ e[aPiQiQg Whe liYeV Rf ¶SUiYaWe· iQdiYidXalV Weach XV abRXW
iW, aQd ZhaW caQ iW Weach XV abRXW Whe Ueal liYeV Rf WheVe iQdiYidXalV?

IQ Whe QaPe Rf fUeedRP aQd iQdiYidXaliW\, Ze aUe WRld, Whe FUeQch
haYe beeQ ¶abaQdRQed· (jXVW WhiQk Rf Whe ViWXaWiRQ Rf FUeQch \RXWh!).
ThiV e[WUaRUdiQaU\ RbVeUYaWiRQ ZaV Pade b\ DUieX la RRchelle, aQd
Whe cRQclXViRQV he aWWePSWed WR dUaZ fURP iW, ZeUe eTXall\
e[WUaRUdiQaU\; Ze kQRZ ZhaW becaPe Rf hiP.8 The facW iV WhaW Whe
¶SUiYaWe· iQdiYidXal VXʃeUV fURP Whe kiQd Rf ¶VSiUiWXal· abaQdRQPeQW
Zhich PakeV iW eaV\ fRU Whe ZhRle gaPXW Rf ShRQ\ ¶VSiUiWXal· SRZeUV
WR WRXW WheiU falVe VRlXWiRQV aQd YRZ WR Uid cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd life Rf
WheiU VickQeVV¬«

IW Zill SURbabl\ QeYeU be SRVVible WR cRPSleWe WhiV SicWXUe Rf
FUeQch life. BXW iW ZRXld Wake bXW a feZ SRllV WR cRXQWeU Whe glRRP\
aVSecWV Rf Whe ViWXaWiRQ, aQd WR UeYeal Whe healWh\, UeVWRUaWiYe Vide Rf



RXU QaWiRQal life, iWV Ueal SRVVibiliWieV aQd geQXiQel\ cUeaWiYe
elePeQWV.

OQ a cRPSleWel\ diʃeUeQW leYel, Whe VWXd\ Rf eYeU\da\ life ZRXld
diVSel VeYeUal liWeUaU\ aQd ShilRVRShical P\WhV ZhRVe VSXUiRXVQeVV
iV RQe decadeQW WeQdeQc\ aPRQg PaQ\. FRU e[aPSle, Whe P\Wh Rf
hXman soliWXde. TheUe iV aPSle eYideQce WR VhRZ WhaW fRU Whe YaVW
PajRUiW\ Rf hXPaQ beiQgV, iPPeUVed aV Whe\ aUe iQ QaWXUal life RU
XQdiʃeUeQWiaWed VRcial life, beiQg alRQe iV a Qeed, aQd VRPeWhiQg WR
be achieYed. FRU Whe SeaVaQW, PeUged ZiWh Whe life Rf QaWXUal WhiQgV,
Rf aQiPalV, Rf Whe eaUWh, Rf Whe Yillage, aV fRU Whe ZRUkeU ZhR liYeV
ZiWh hiV faPil\ iQ cUaPSed accRPPRdaWiRQ aQd ZhR iV eYeQ PRUe
XQfaPiliaU ZiWh fUeedRP WR PRYe aURXQd WhaQ he iV ZiWh fUeedRP WR
XVe hiV RZQ WiPe, WheUe iV QR VRliWXde iQ Whe ¶deeS· aQd
¶PeWaSh\Vical· PeaQiQg Rf Whe ZRUd. PeaVaQWV aQd Whe ZRUkeUV caQ
be alRQe: b\ accideQW RU b\ chaQce, WhURXgh illQeVV, WhURXgh
iQabiliW\ WR e[SUeVV WhePVelYeV, eWc., bXW Whe\ aUe QRW WUXl\ VRliWaU\.
OQ Whe cRQWUaU\, a ZRUkeU ZhR liYeV ZiWh hiV Zife aQd childUeQ iQ
RQe RU WZR URRPV feelV Whe Qeed WR UeɻecW, WR be alRQe ZiWh hiPVelf
fRU a Zhile iQ RUdeU WR WhiQk RU WR Uead. He UaUel\ e[SeUieQceV Whe
jR\V Rf VRliWXde. FRU hiP Whe Qeed WR be alRQe iV alUead\ SURgUeVV,
VRPeWhiQg gaiQed. IW iV Whe PRVW ¶SUiYaWe· iQdiYidXalV ² iQWellecWXalV,
iQdiYidXaliVWV, VeSaUaWed b\ abVWUacWiRQ aQd bRXUgeRiV VchRlaVWiciVP
fURP aQ\ UelaWiRQVhiS RU VRcial life ² ZhR haYe iQYeQWed VRliWXde.
IQVWead Rf VeeiQg iW aV Whe WiPe aQd Whe chaQce WR deYelRS a deeSeU
aZaUeQeVV Rf hXPaQ UelaWiRQV, Whe\ haYe WUaQVfRUPed iW ² fRllRZiQg
Whe XVXal PeWaSh\Vical SaWWeUQ ² iQWR aQ abVRlXWe. AQd WheQ Whe\
haYe XVed WheiU SReWU\, WheiU QRYelV RU WheiU ShilRVRSh\ WR PRaQ aQd
WR ZallRZ iQ Velf-SiW\. AW Whe liPiWV Rf Whe ¶SUiYaWe· cRQVciRXVQeVV
aQd iQ Whe hXPaQ QRWhiQgQeVV Rf WheiU ¶e[iVWeQce·, Whe\ haYe
Uebelled ² iQ YaiQ ² agaiQVW Whe PeWaSh\Vical alieQaWiRQ Zhich WheiU
RZQ aWWiWXde WRZaUdV life helSV WR PaiQWaiQ¬«¬FRU WheP, Whe ɹcWiRQ
Rf VRliWXde becRPeV UealiW\. FRU WheP ¶alRQe·!

(d) The cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life haV a cRQWUibXWiRQ WR Pake WR Whe
arW of liYing.

ThiV aUW, aV QeZ, aV XQkQRZQ aV haSSiQeVV iWVelf, haV beeQ
SUeɹgXUed ² iQ Whe cRQWe[W Rf aQ iQdiYidXaliVP aQd dileWWaQWiVP



Zhich ZaV liPiWed eYeQ WheQ aQd haV beeQ PRUibXQd eYeU\ ViQce ²
b\ VeYeUal ZUiWeUV, iQclXdiQg SWeQdhal.

IW iV a dRPaiQ iQ Zhich eYeU\WhiQg UePaiQV WR be Vaid. IQ Whe
fXWXUe Whe aUW Rf liYiQg Zill becRPe a geQXiQe aUW, baVed like all aUW
XSRQ Whe YiWal Qeed WR e[SaQd, aQd alVR RQ a ceUWaiQ QXPbeU Rf
WechQiTXeV aQd aUeaV Rf kQRZledge, bXW Zhich Zill gR be\RQd iWV
RZQ cRQdiWiRQV iQ aQ aWWePSW WR Vee iWVelf QRW jXVW aV a PeaQV bXW aV
aQ eQd. The aUW Rf liYiQg SUeVXSSRVeV WhaW Whe hXPaQ beiQg VeeV hiV
RZQ life ² Whe deYelRSPeQW aQd iQWeQViɹcaWiRQ Rf hiV life ² QRW aV a
PeaQV WRZaUdV ¶aQRWheU· eQd, bXW aV aQ eQd iQ iWVelf. IW SUeVXSSRVeV
WhaW life aV a ZhRle ² eYeU\da\ life ² VhRXld becRPe a ZRUk Rf aUW
aQd ¶Whe jR\ WhaW PaQ giYeV WR hiPVelf·.9

AV ZiWh eYeU\ geQXiQe aUW, WhiV Zill QRW be UedXcible WR a feZ
cheaS fRUPXlaV, a feZ gadgeWV WR helS XV RUgaQi]e RXU WiPe, RXU
cRPfRUW, RU RXU SleaVXUe PRUe eɽcieQWl\. ReciSeV aQd WechQiTXeV fRU
iQcUeaViQg haSSiQeVV aQd SleaVXUe aUe SaUW Rf Whe baggage Rf
bRXUgeRiV ZiVdRP ² a VhallRZ ZiVdRP Zhich Zill QeYeU bUiQg
VaWiVfacWiRQ. The geQXiQe aUW Rf liYiQg iPSlieV a hXPaQ UealiW\, bRWh
iQdiYidXal aQd VRcial, iQcRPSaUabl\ bURadeU WhaQ WhiV.

The aUW Rf liYiQg iPSlieV Whe eQd Rf alieQaWiRQ ² aQd Zill
cRQWUibXWe WRZaUdV iW.

FURP RQe SRiQW Rf YieZ life VWUikeV XV like VRPe iPPeQVe aQWhill,
VZaUPiQg ZiWh RbVcXUe, bliQd, aQRQ\PRXV beiQgV aQd acWiRQV ² aQd
fURP aQRWheU Ze Vee iW VhiQiQg ZiWh Whe VSleQdRXU aQd glaPRXU
Zhich ceUWaiQ iQdiYidXalV aQd ceUWaiQ acWiRQV cRQfeU RQ iW. We PXVW
QRW aYRid Whe facW WhaW Whe laWWeU YieZ iV SURdXced b\ Whe fRUPeU,
aQd ¶e[SUeVVeV· iW ² WhaW Whe cRQWUaVW beWZeeQ Whe WZR iV RQl\
PRPeQWaU\ ² aQd WhaW XS XQWil QRZ eYeU\da\ life haV beeQ
¶alieQaWed· iQ VXch a Za\ WhaW iWV RZQ UealiW\ haV beeQ WRUQ fURP iW,
Slaced RXWVide iW aQd eYeQ WXUQed agaiQVW iW.

IQ aQ\ eYeQW, WhiV cRQWUaVW caQQRW gR RQ SeUPaQeQWl\ deceiYiQg
XV, iWV dUaPa (ZiWh Whe cRQdePQaWiRQ Rf life aV iWV WhePe) caQQRW be
aQ abVRlXWe RQe. IW iV PeUel\ a SaVViQg cRQWUadicWiRQ, a SURbleP¬«

ThiV SURbleP, Zhich iV QRQe RWheU WhaQ Whe SURbleP Rf PaQ, caQ
RQl\ be SRVed aQd WheQ UeVRlYed b\ dialecWical PeWhRd. ShRXld Ze
adPiW fRU RQe PRPeQW WhaW iW iV RWheUZiVe, aQd WhaW Whe SlebeiaQ



VXbVWaQce Rf da\-WR-da\ liYiQg aQd Whe higheU PRPeQWV Rf life aUe
fRUeYeU VeSaUaWed, aQd WhaW Whe WZR caQQRW be gUaVSed aV a XQiW\ aQd
Pade WR becRPe a SaUW Rf life ² WheQ iW Zill be Whe hXPaQ WhaW Ze
aUe cRQdePQiQg.
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Notes Written One Sunday in the French

Countryside

SRPe faiUl\ SUeciVe dRcXPeQWV e[iVW Zhich allRZ XV WR WUaYel back iQ
RXU PiQdV WR Whe RUigiQV Rf RXU ciYili]aWiRQ ² QRW WR SUehiVWRU\ QRU WR
Whe VR-called ¶SUiPiWiYe· eUa, bXW WR a PRUe UeceQW age, Whe daZQ Rf
GUeek ciYili]aWiRQ, fRU e[aPSle, RU RRPaQ, RU PedieYal.

We caQ iPagiQe YillageV aQd UXUal laQdVcaSeV Zhich VcaUcel\
diʃeU fURP WhRVe Ze caQ Vee iQ PRdeUQ GUeece, SRXWheUQ IWal\ RU
eYeQ iQ ceUWaiQ SaUWV Rf Whe SRXWh Rf FUaQce. LeW XV cRQjXUe XS WhiV
cRXQWU\ life Zhich iQ PRUe Za\V WhaQ RQe haV cRQWiQXed iQWR Whe
SUeVeQW da\¬«

IQ GUeece cRXQWU\fRlk had WheiU feVWiYalV aQd UeligiRXV ceUePRQieV;
Whe daWeV fRU WheVe feVWiYalV ZeUe ɹ[ed b\ Whe cRXQWU\ caleQdaU. IW
VeePV WhaW Whe UeligiRXV VeaVRQ SaU e[celleQce ZaV ZiQWeU, Zhich iQ
RXU UXUal aUeaV iV VWill Whe WiPe fRU laWe-QighW gaWheUiQgV. IQ Whe
ClaVVical SeUiRd Zhich fRllRZed Whe AUchaic SeUiRd, VRPe Rf Whe
PRVW iPSRUWaQW feVWiYalV iQ GUeece ZeUe VWill celebUaWed aW Whe
begiQQiQg Rf ZiQWeU, RU aW Whe eQd: Whe P\aQeVSiV, iQ aXWXPQ; Whe
AQWheVWeUia, ZheQ VSUiQg caPe; Whe Thal\ViV, a feVWiYal fRU Whe lRcal
gRddeVV iQ Zhich all Whe iQhabiWaQWV Rf Whe Yillage SaUWiciSaWed, l\iQg
RQ VZaWhV Rf UeedV aQd YiQe leaYeV aQd eaWiQg Whe , bUead
Pade fURP Whe QeZ cRUQ.



TheVe cRXQWU\ feVWiYalV cRQViVWed eVVeQWiall\ Rf a laUge Peal; Whe
SeaVaQWV feaVWed, l\iQg RQ Whe  RU VZaWhV, aQd iQ VSeciɹc
SlaceV: QeaU ZRRdV, PRXQWaiQV, VSUiQgV, UiYeUV.

EYeU\RQe bURXghW a cRQWUibXWiRQ WR Whe cRPPXQal Peal. Each
Yillage cRQVWiWXWed a cRPPXQiW\: a laUge faPil\ Rf SeRSle liQked b\
blRRd, a Za\ Rf life, aQd alVR b\ a SUacWical diVciSliQe aQd a faiUl\
VWUicW cRllecWiYe RUgaQi]aWiRQ Rf ZRUk (daWeV ZheQ WaVkV ZeUe
SeUfRUPed, eWc.). AbRXW Whe V\VWeP Rf SURSeUW\ Ze kQRZ QRWhiQg
YeU\ SUeciVe RU YeU\ ceUWaiQ, bXW Ze caQ be VXUe WhaW aW Whe
begiQQiQg iW had QRW \eW diVaVVRciaWed Whe SeaVaQW cRPPXQiW\.

The QeighbRXUiQg YillageV iQ each caQWRQ caPe WR Whe PaiQ
feVWiYalV ² aV Whe\ dR WR WhiV da\ iQ Whe faiUV aQd ¶YRWiYe feVWiYalV·
VWill celebUaWed iQ FUeQch UXUal aUeaV.

DXUiQg Whe feaVWV WheUe ZaV PXch PeUU\-PakiQg: daQciQg,
PaVTXeUadeV iQ Zhich bR\V aQd giUlV chaQged clRWheV RU dUeVVed XS
iQ aQiPal VkiQV RU PaVkV ² ViPXlWaQeRXV PaUUiageV fRU aQ eQWiUe QeZ
geQeUaWiRQ ² UaceV aQd RWheU VSRUWV, beaXW\ cRQWeVWV, PRck
WRXUQaPeQWV; e[chaQgiQg cRPical WaXQWV aQd iQVXlWV, QeighbRXUiQg
aQd UiYal cRPPXQiWieV, PeQ aQd ZRPeQ, aVVRciaWed bXW cRPSeWiQg
gXildV, ZRXld WU\ WR RXWdR each RWheU. The feVWiYiWieV ZRXld eQd iQ
VcXʀeV aQd RUgieV.

PeaVaQW celebUaWiRQV WighWeQed VRcial liQkV aQd aW Whe VaPe WiPe
gaYe UeiQ WR all Whe deViUeV Zhich had beeQ SeQW XS b\ cRllecWiYe
diVciSliQe aQd Whe QeceVViWieV Rf eYeU\da\ ZRUk. IQ celebUaWiQg, each
PePbeU Rf Whe cRPPXQiW\ ZeQW be\RQd hiPVelf, VR WR VSeak, aQd iQ
RQe fell VZRRS dUeZ all WhaW ZaV eQeUgeWic, SleaVXUable aQd SRVVible
fURP QaWXUe, fRRd, VRcial life aQd hiV RZQ bRd\ aQd PiQd.

FeVWiYal diʃeUed fURP eYeU\da\ life RQl\ iQ Whe e[SlRViRQ Rf fRUceV
Zhich had beeQ VlRZl\ accXPXlaWed iQ aQd Yia eYeU\da\ life iWVelf.

We PXVW iPagiQe URXgh SeaVaQWV, fXll Rf jRYialiW\ aQd YiWaliW\, aQd
faiUl\ SRRU. FRU WheVe celebUaWiRQV Whe\ Pake gUeaW ¶VacUiɹceV·, iQ Whe
SUacWical VeQVe Rf Whe ZRUd; iQ RQe da\ Whe\ deYRXU all Whe
SURYiViRQV aQd VWRckV iW haV WakeQ WheP PRQWhV WR accXPXlaWe.
GeQeURXVl\, Whe\ ZelcRPe gXeVWV aQd VWUaQgeUV. IW iV Whe da\ Rf
e[ceVV. AQ\WhiQg gReV. ThiV e[XbeUaQce, WhiV eQRUPRXV RUg\ Rf
eaWiQg aQd dUiQkiQg ² ZiWh QR liPiWV, QR UXleV ² iV QRW ZiWhRXW a



deeS VeQVe Rf fRUebRdiQg. ShRXld a diVaVWeU haSSeQ, WRR haUVh a
ZiQWeU RU WRR dU\ a VXPPeU, a VWRUP RU aQ eSidePic, WheQ Whe
cRPPXQiW\ Zill UegUeW WhiV feaVW da\ ZheQ iW deYRXUed iWV RZQ
VXbVWaQce aQd deQied iWV RZQ cRQdiWiRQV. HRZ caQ Whe Qeed fRU
e[alWaWiRQ RQ bRWh aQ iQdiYidXal aQd cRllecWiYe leYel, Whe Qeed fRU a
feZ hRXUV Rf cRPSleWe, iQWeQVe liYiQg, be UecRQciled ZiWh fRUebRdiQg
aQd feaU? MeQ kQRZ hRZ Zeak Whe\ VWill aUe ZheQ cRQfURQWed ZiWh
QaWXUe! HRZ caQ WhiV cRQWUadicWiRQ be bRUQe? FeVWiYal iV a UiVk, a
ZageU RQ Whe fXWXUe. WhaW iV WheUe WR be ZRQ, aQd ZhaW WR lRVe?

IQ WhRVe da\V ZheQ hXPaQ beiQgV liYed VR WR VSeak RQ Whe leYel Rf
QaWXUe aQd QaWXUal life, iQ iWV elePeQWal YiRleQce, iWV XQcRPSlicaWed
fUeVhQeVV aQd alVR iWV igQRUaQce, Whe\ iPagiQed QaWXUe Yia WheiU RZQ
SUeRccXSaWiRQV, feaUV aQd deViUeV; cRQYeUVel\ aQd ViPXlWaQeRXVl\
Whe\ VWill deɹQed aQd XQdeUVWRRd WheiU baVic hXPaQiW\ WhURXgh Whe
SheQRPeQa Rf QaWXUe, aQiPalV aQd SlaQWV, Whe heaYeQV RU Whe bRZelV
Rf Whe eaUWh.

AlUead\ ZiWcheV aQd PagiciaQV e[iVWed, ZiWh VSellV, UiWXalV aQd
geVWXUeV Zhich ZeUe iQWeQded SUeciVel\ WR cRQVRle Zeak hXPaQiW\
ZiWh Whe illXViRQ Rf haYiQg diUecW SRZeU RYeU QaWXUe ² QaWXUe VR
faPiliaU aQd \eW VR WeUUif\iQg.

RXUal cRPPXQiWieV aVVRciaWed QaWXUe VSeciɹcall\ ZiWh hXPaQ
jR\fXlQeVV. NaWXUe ZaV SeRSled ZiWh ¶P\VWeUiRXV· SRZeUV, SRZeUV
WhaW ZeUe hXPaQ aQd clRVe, \eW aW Whe VaPe WiPe faQWaVWic, diVWaQW
aQd daQgeURXV, diVWiQcW bXW aW Whe VaPe WiPe PeUged iQ a UecRQdiWe
XQiW\.1 If feVWiYalV ZeUe VXcceVVfXll\ held, iW ZaV felW WR be becaXVe
QaWXUe aQd iWV SRZeUV had beeQ gRRd, faYRXUable, UegXlaU, bUiQgiQg
UaiQ aQd VXQVhiQe, heaW aQd cRld, Whe VeaVRQV aQd WheiU allRWWed
WaVkV, accRUdiQg WR WheiU e[SecWed, faYRXUable c\cle (biUdV, cRPiQg
aQd gRiQg ZiWh Whe VeaVRQV, aSSeaUed aV Pagic aQd SURSheWic VigQV
Rf WhiV RUdeU). ThXV ZheQ Whe cRPPXQiW\ gaWheUed WR caUU\ RXW WhiV
ViPSle acWiRQ Rf eaWiQg aQd dUiQkiQg, Whe eYeQW ZaV aWWeQded b\ a
VeQVe Rf PagQiɹceQce Zhich iQWeQViɹed Whe feeliQg Rf jR\. B\
celebUaWiQg, Whe cRPPXQiW\ ZaV ZelcRPiQg NaWXUe aQd ZaV
UejRiciQg iQ iWV gifWV; PRUe WhaQ WhiV, iW ZaV aVVRciaWiQg NaWXUe ZiWh
Whe hXPaQ cRPPXQiW\, biQdiQg Whe WZR WRgeWheU. The UegXlaU Slace
giYeQ iQ Whe cRXQWU\ caleQdaU WR feVWiYalV aQd VSeciɹc WaVkV



UeSUeVeQWed Whe UegXlaUiW\ Rf hXPaQ acWiRQV ² WheiU SXQcWXal
accRPSliVhPeQW ² aQd aSSeaUed WR gXaUaQWee aQd aVVXUe Whe
UegXlaUiW\ Rf Whe VeaVRQV. VeU\ VRRQ, if QRW fURP Whe VWaUW, SeaVaQW
feVWiYalV becaPe ePiQeQWl\ iPSRUWaQW; Whe\ UeSUeVeQWed QRW RQl\
jR\, cRPPXQiRQ, SaUWiciSaWiRQ iQ DiRQ\Viac life, bXW alVR a
cRRSeUaWiRQ ZiWh Whe QaWXUal RUdeU. SiPXlWaQeRXV PaUUiageV
¶UeSUeVeQWed· Whe feUWiliW\ Rf QaWXUe Zhile aW Whe VaPe WiPe eQVXUiQg
iW aQd ɹ[iQg iW ɹUPl\, aV if WR VhaSe aQd Wie dRZQ Whe fXWXUe iQ
adYaQce (iQ WhiV Za\ ceUWaiQ SRl\YaleQW UiWXalV had a Pagical aVSecW,
a V\PbRlic aVSecW aQd aQ aVSecW Rf Sla\; iQ Whe SUiPiWiYe VWageV Whe
laWWeU ZaV VXbRUdiQaWed, bXW laWeU iW caPe WR Whe fRUe, diVSlaciQg Whe
iUUaWiRQal aVSecWV Rf Whe acWiRQ; Whe VeeVaZ, fRU e[aPSle, ZaV aW RQe
aQd Whe VaPe WiPe a gaPe bUiQgiQg Whe Ve[eV WRgeWheU, a feUWiliW\
UiWXal aQd a V\PbRlic acWiRQ «).

SR Whe ¶VacUiɹceV· Zhich eYeU\RQe had WR Pake fRU Whe feVWiYal ²
gifWV, cRQWUibXWiRQV fURP each faPil\ aQd each hRXVehRld ² aSSeaUed
aV a dRZQ-Sa\PeQW fRU Whe fXWXUe. TR UefXVe WR SaUWiciSaWe ZRXld
haYe beeQ WR VeW RQeVelf aSaUW fURP Whe cRPPXQiW\ ² aQd WR UiVk
iQWeUUXSWiQg Whe QRUPal, feUWile cRXUVe Rf QaWXUe aQd hXPaQ life. IW
ZRXld haYe beeQ WR iQYiWe bad lXck, VWaUWiQg ZiWh Whe Pagic cXUVeV
Rf Whe SeRSle ZhR cRllecWed Whe cRQWUibXWiRQV. TR WhiV da\ iQ Whe
FUeQch cRXQWU\Vide, dXUiQg ceUWaiQ feVWiYalV childUeQ RU \RXQg
SeRSle RU SRRU SeRSle VWill e[eUciVe Whe laVW UePaiQiQg SUiYilegeV Rf
Whe Rld SeaVaQW cRPPXQiWieV b\ gRiQg fURP hRXVe WR hRXVe
cRllecWiQg (PRQe\, eggV, ɻRXU, VXgaU «) fRU Whe feaVW; aQ\RQe ZhR
UefXVeV iV cXUVed UiWXall\ accRUdiQg WR WUadiWiRQal fRUPXlaV: dURXghW
fRU WheiU laQd, VickQeVV fRU WheiU ɻRckV¬«

The GUeek ZRUd: , Zhich giYeV XV WhaW ZRUd VR
chaUacWeUiVWic Rf RXU UeligiRQV aQd ideRlRgieV, ¶V\PbRl·, PeaQV
iQiWiall\ ¶WR Sa\ RQe·V VhaUe·, heQce: WR SaUWiciSaWe iQ Whe Pagic
acWiRQ, iQ Whe eʃecWiYeQeVV Rf Whe UiWXal.

IW ZRXld be SeUfecWl\ cleaU WR Whe PePbeUV Rf Whe UXUal cRPPXQiW\
WhaW Whe laUgeU Whe gifW, Whe PRUe eʃecWiYe iW ZRXld be; feVWiYalV ZeUe
a Za\ Rf aVVXUiQg Whe fXWXUe, aQd Whe PRUe acWiYe Whe SaUWiciSaWiRQ
iQ WheP, Whe laUgeU Whe aPRXQW Rf bleVViQgV iQ UeWXUQ, Whe gUeaWeU Whe
SUeVWige, Whe iQɻXeQce, Whe SRZeU. ThXV WhURXgh WheiU gifWV WR Whe



cRPPXQiW\, Whe ZealWh\ (RQce SUiYaWe SURSeUW\ had becRPe
diʃeUeQWiaWed) cRXld Pake WheiU ZealWh acceSWed, aQd ZeUe able WR
cRQVRlidaWe iW. The YeU\ facW WhaW Whe\ gaiQed VRcial SUeVWige eQabled
WheP WR becRPe eYeQ ZealWhieU. LaQdRZQeUV becaPe bRWh SRZeUfXl
aQd bleVVed ² aQd haWed. The\ cRQWURlled Whe gRRd fRUWXQe aQd Whe
SRZeU Rf Whe cRPPXQiW\. AW WhiV SRiQW Whe RbjecW Rf VWXd\ fRU Whe
VRciRlRgiVW VeePV WR VhifW: Ze PRYe fURP Whe leYel Rf Pagic WR Whe
leYel Rf Whe ¶VRcial P\VWeU\· (i.e. UeligiRQ); fURP PaQ·V UelaWiRQVhiS WR
QaWXUe WR Whe fRUPaWiRQ Rf diʃeUeQWiaWed, diYided hXPaQ VRcieW\,
ZheUe all cRPPXQiW\ iV ɹcWiWiRXV¬«

SR RUigiQall\ Whe hXPaQ RUdeU aQd Whe QaWXUal RUdeU VeePed
iQWeUZRYeQ, jRiQed b\ a ¶P\VWeUiRXV· liQk (bXW Zhich fRU WhRVe
ViPSle SeaVaQWV VeePed Whe PRVW iPPediaWe, Whe PRVW QaWXUal WhiQg
iQ WheiU ZRUld). If Whe SeaVaQW WUadiWiRQ ZaV VWUicW WR Whe SRiQW Rf
URXWiQe, iW ZaV RQl\ becaXVe all chaQge WhUeaWeQV ¶RUdeU·. AlVR,
hXPaQ acWiYiW\ WeQdV WR becRPe cRdiɹed SUacWice, VR WhaW feVWiYalV,
aQd eYeQ Whe geVWXUeV aQd VSeech Rf eYeU\da\ life, becaPe
UiWXali]ed. PeUhaSV WhiV VXPV XS hRZ Pagic deYelRSed, RU eYeQ hRZ
iW ZaV bRUQ, aQd hRZ VRlePQ aQd VacUed geVWXUeV becaPe
geQeUali]ed, WakiQg WheiU elePeQWV fURP da\-WR-da\ life, bXW
WUaQVSRViQg WheP WR Whe leYel Rf aQ iPagiQaU\ eʃecWiYeQeVV. IQ VXch
cRQdiWiRQV Whe feVWiYe Peal becaPe a VacUed Peal iQ a hRl\ Slace, a
cRVPic aQd eɽcaciRXV acWiRQ. The XQiRQ Rf Whe Ve[eV alVR becaPe a
Pagical acW Zhich challeQged QaWXUe iQ iWV eQWiUeW\, Zhich cRXld be
bleVVed RU blighWed, SUeɹgXUiQg SURblePV RU haSSiQeVV WR cRPe. AQd
Whe gifW, Whe RʃeUiQg, Whe cRQWUibXWiRQ WR Whe celebUaWiRQ, becaPe a
¶VacUiɹce· iQ Whe P\VWic VeQVe Rf Whe ZRUd: aQ iQVXUaQce fRU Whe
fXWXUe, aQ e[chaQge Rf faYRXUV ZiWh RbVcXUe fRUceV, fXWXUe beQeɹWV
VecXUed b\ PeaQV Rf SUeVeQW haUdVhiS.

The aVVRciaWiRQ Rf NaWXUe ZiWh PaQ PeaQV ɹUVW aQd fRUePRVW Whe
EaUWh. IQ Whe Pagic aQd Whe UeligiRQV Zhich haYe beeQ SaUW Rf Whe
becRPiQg Rf WeVWeUQ ciYili]aWiRQ, Whe EaUWh iV UeSUeVeQWed hXPaQl\
aQd Ve[Xall\: MRWheU EaUWh, ZRXQded aQd haUURZed b\ Whe SlRXgh,
aQd feUWili]ed ² like a ZRPaQ ² b\ PaQ. MRUeRYeU, aW RQce
fUighWeQiQg aQd fUXiWfXl, Whe EaUWh UeceiYeV Whe dead aQd gURZV faW
ZiWh WheiU cRUSVeV.



IW ZRXld aSSeaU WhaW Whe aQcieQW SeaVaQW cRPPXQiWieV ZeUe faiUl\
TXick WR achieYe a UelaWiYel\ VWable balaQce, Zhich, aV UXUal hiVWRU\
(a UeceQW VcieQce Zhich iV VWill iQ Whe SURceVV Rf fRUPaWiRQ) haV
dePRQVWUaWed, had VWUicW cRQdiWiRQV aQd VXUSUiViQgl\ VXbWle
elePeQWV: a balaQce beWZeeQ SaVWXUeV, fRUeVWV aQd aUable laQd; a
balaQce beWZeeQ Whe aQiPal aQd hXPaQ SRSXlaWiRQV; a balaQce iQ
Whe RUgaQi]aWiRQ Rf WaVkV beWZeeQ ¶iQdiYidXal· acWiYiWieV aQd
cRllecWiYe diVciSliQeV; a balaQce beWZeeQ Whe VhaUiQg-RXW Rf laQd aQd
Whe VWUXcWXUe Rf SURSeUW\. IQ RXU RZQ hiVWRU\, iQ RXU Middle AgeV,
Whe VRciRlRgical hiVWRUiaQ ɹQdV Whe VaPe SURceVV RQce agaiQ, Whe
VaPe balaQce, Zhich iV VhaWWeUed (aV iW VeePV WR haYe beeQ iQ
AQWiTXiW\) b\ Whe fRUPaWiRQ Rf a UXUal aUiVWRcUac\ fRllRZed b\ a
UXUal bRXUgeRiVie. ThiV QaWXUal aQd hXPaQ balaQce, achieYed aQd
SUeVeUYed b\ a SeaVaQW ZiVdRP, b\ a VeW Rf WechQiTXeV aQd a
VSRQWaQeRXV Vkill Zhich aVWRXQdV Whe hiVWRUiaQ, aSSeaUed WR be Whe
VXSUePe gRRd, diYiQe, PaUYellRXV, fUagile. IW ZaV SUeciVel\ iQ RUdeU
WR PaiQWaiQ WhiV balaQce WhaW Whe SeaVaQW cRPPXQiW\ clXQg ɹUPl\ WR
iWV RZQ WUadiWiRQV aQd UeiQfRUced Whe URle Rf Pagic aQd UiWXal.

TR SUeVeUYe WhiV ¶RUdeU·, Whe SeaVaQW RUdeU ² fRU eYeU\ claVV, eYeU\
VRcial fRUPaWiRQ haV iWV RUdeU aQd iWV idea Rf RUdeU ² PaQ cRRSeUaWed
ZiWh QaWXUe; he PaiQWaiQed aQd UegXlaWed iWV eQeUgieV, bRWh b\ hiV
Ueal ZRUk aQd b\ Whe (ɹcWiWiRXV) eʃecWiYeQeVV Rf hiV Pagic. BXW fURP
Whe YeU\ PRPeQW Whe\ becaPe SURVSeURXV, cRPPXQiWieV ZeUe faced
ZiWh a VeUiRXV daQgeU. The\ Qeeded childUeQ WR UeQeZ Whe
cRPPXQiW\ geQeUaWiRQ b\ geQeUaWiRQ, childUeQ ZhR ZRXld be
iQiWiaWed iQWR iWV WaVkV aQd iWV VecUeWV, UeceiYiQg aQd SaVViQg RQ Whe
cRPPXQal heUiWage. TRR PaQ\ RU WRR feZ biUWhV ZRXld eQdaQgeU Whe
balaQce: WRR PaQ\ PRXWhV WR feed, RU QRW eQRXgh aUPV WR SlRXgh
Whe laQd, aQd faPiQe ZRXld eQgXlf Whe cRPPXQiW\. B\ YiUWXe Rf
illXViRQ Zhich eWhQRgUaSheUV diVcRYeU iQ PaQ\ SlaceV, Whe deeS
caXVe Rf Zhich ² iQ RWheU ZRUdV Whe pracWical caXVe ² VeePV aV faU aV
RXU SUeVeQW kQRZledge caQ Well WR be YeU\ ViPSle aQd eYeU\ZheUe
Whe VaPe, aQd QXPbeU Rf ¶VRXlV· ZaV SaUW Rf Whe ¶RUdeU· aV cRQceiYed
b\ WheVe SeaVaQWV. BiUWhV aQd deaWhV ZeUe gRYeUQed b\ Whe cRVPic
laZ, aQd UePaiQed UegXlaU VR lRQg aV WhaW laZ UePaiQed
XQdiVWXUbed. The QXPbeU Rf hXPaQ beiQgV ZaV deWeUPiQed b\



QaWXUe. ThXV eYeU\ biUWh ZaV a UeiQcaUQaWiRQ: a VRXl ZaV WakeQ fURP
Whe gURXS·V aYailable VWRck, aQd caPe back WR life. ¶SRXlV· ZeUe
iPPRUWal, eYeQ if WheiU e[iVWeQce be\RQd Whe liYiQg gURXS UePaiQed
VhadRZ\ aQd YagXe. (ThiV QRWiRQ Rf Whe VRXl ¶RYeUdeWeUPiQeV· eYeQ
PRUe aQcieQW UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV iQclXdiQg SeUhaSV WhaW Rf Whe dRXble,
Rf WhaW ¶RWheU· Zhich iV VWill a hXPaQ beiQg).

AQd iW iV Whe EaUWh ¶ZhR beaUV aQd fRVWeUV all liYiQg WhiQgV aQd
UeceiYeV fURP PeQ libaWiRQ WR TXickeQ heU Veed aQeZ·2 ZhR VXSSlieV
Whe VRXlV. FRllRZiQg RQe Rf WheiU PRVW aQcieQW WUadiWiRQV, Whe
AWheQiaQV Rf Whe ClaVVical EUa VWill VcaWWeUed VeedV RQ QeZl\-clRVed
WRPbV ² jXVW aV Ze bUiQg ɻRZeUV. IQ Whe EaUWh, WheiU WePSRUaU\ hRPe
² PRWheU aQd WRPb ² Whe dead cRQWiQXed WR SaUWiciSaWe iQ Whe RUdeU
Rf WhiQgV, iQ Whe UegXlaUiW\ Rf Whe VeaVRQV aQd Rf hXPaQ acWiYiWieV.
SWUaQge ShaQWRPV, Whe\ ZeQW RQ PRYiQg aQd liYiQg aV Whe\ Pade
WheiU SUeSaUaWiRQV WR be bRUQ agaiQ. The\ ZeUe VWill SaUW Rf Whe
RUdeU; aQd Whe\ cRXld diVWXUb iW. B\ diQW Rf hRQRXUV, Rf fXQeUeal UiWeV
² Zhich gXaUaQWeed RUdeU aQd ZeUe a SaUW Rf RUdeU ² b\ diQW Rf
libaWiRQV aQd VacUiɹceV, Whe cRPPXQiW\ VRXghW Whe faYRXU Rf iWV
dead. AQd iQ WheVe RʃeUiQgV, Whe fUXiWV Rf Whe eaUWh ² ZiQe, fRliage,
ɻRZeUV, RU ZheaWcakeV ² Sla\ed aQ eVVeQWial URle.

The UXUal cRPPXQiW\ ZaV WheUefRUe alVR cRPPXQiW\ ZiWh Whe
dead, aQd feVWiYalV fRU Whe dead fRXQd a Slace aPidVW Whe feVWiYalV
fRU Whe liYiQg. IQ PaQ·V VWaWe Rf ZeakQeVV iQ Whe face Rf QaWXUe,
diVTXieW aSSeaUed alRQgVide jR\, eYeU PRUe deɹQed, eYeU VWURQgeU,
XQWil iW becaPe aQ[ieW\, aQd aQ[ieW\ WRR had iWV fXQeUal feVWiYalV aQd
iWV celebUaWiRQV. AQd Whe ZealWh\, laQd-RZQiQg faPilieV, Zhich ZeUe
VXch a bXUdeQ RQ Whe cRPPXQiW\, alZa\V WUied WR jXVWif\ WhePVelYeV
b\ aSSealiQg WR Whe SaVW ² WR Ueal RU ɹcWiWiRXV aQceVWRUV, heUReV,
dUagRQ-killeUV, fRXQdeUV RU SVeXdR-fRXQdeUV Rf ciWieV, iQYeQWRUV Rf
QeZ WechQiTXeV. FXQeUal feVWiYalV becaPe Whe SUiYileged feVWiYalV Rf
dead kiQgV aQd heUReV. DiRQ\Viac jR\ gaYe Za\ WR WeUURU. HXPaQ life
ZaV WRUQ aSaUW aV iW ePbaUked XSRQ iWV haUVh aQd iQeYiWable jRXUQe\
iQWR alieQaWiRQ.

CeUWaiQl\, UighW fURP Whe VWaUW, feVWiYalV cRQWUaVWed YiRleQWl\ ZiWh
eYeU\da\ life, bXW Whe\ Zere noW separaWe from iW. The\ ZeUe like
eYeU\da\ life, bXW PRUe iQWeQVe; aQd Whe PRPeQWV Rf WhaW life ² Whe



SUacWical cRPPXQiW\, fRRd, Whe UelaWiRQ ZiWh QaWXUe ² iQ RWheU
ZRUdV, ZRUk ² ZeUe UeXQiWed, aPSliɹed, PagQiɹed iQ Whe feVWiYal.
MaQ, VWill iPPeUVed iQ aQ iPPediaWe QaWXUal life, liYed, PiPed,
VaQg, daQced hiV UelaWiRQ ZiWh QaWXUe aQd Whe cRVPic RUdeU aV hiV
elePeQWaU\ aQd cRQfXVed WhRXghWV ¶UeSUeVeQWed· iW. OQ Whe VaPe
leYel aV QaWXUe, PaQ ZaV alVR RQ Whe VaPe leYel aV hiPVelf, hiV
WhRXghWV, Whe fRUPV Rf beaXW\, ZiVdRP, PadQeVV, fUeQ]\ aQd
WUaQTXilliW\ Zhich ZeUe aYailable WR hiP. IQ hiV UealiW\, he liYed aQd
achieYed all hiV SRWeQWial. FeeliQg QR deeS cRQɻicW ZiWh hiPVelf, he
cRXld giYe hiPVelf XS ² iQ WhaW PagQiɹceQW VWaWe Rf balaQce Zhich
ZaV Whe SeaVaQW cRPPXQiW\ ² WR hiV RZQ VSRQWaQeRXV YiWaliW\. NR
aVSecW Rf hiPVelf, Rf hiV eQeUg\, hiV iQVWiQcW, ZaV lefW XQXVed.
PeUhaSV he ZaV baVic aQd elePeQWaU\, bXW aW leaVW he liYed ZiWhRXW
beiQg fXQdaPeQWall\ ¶UeSUeVVed·; aQd Pa\be he VRPeWiPeV died
aSSeaVed.

The ¶SXUe· QaWXUe WhaW VRPe ZUiWeUV aSSlaXd iV iQ facW WhiV SeaVaQW
life aW a highl\ eYRlYed VWage, aQd iQ SRiQW Rf facW aW RQl\ YeU\ UaUe
PRPeQWV aQd SlaceV iQ hiVWRU\ haV iW achieYed a VXcceVVfXl, haSS\,
balaQced fRUP. IQ PRVW caVeV, Whe cRQWiQXaWiRQ Rf a QRPadic,
bellicRVe Za\ Rf life, RU SRRU VRil, RU a bad cliPaWe, RU, fXUWheUPRUe,
aQd eVSeciall\, VRcial cUiVeV aQd Whe UaSid fRUPaWiRQ Rf bUXWall\
dRPiQaQW caVWeV, haYe dUagged VRcial life dRZQ dead eQdV, QeaUl\
alZa\V SUeciSiWaWiQg iWV decliQe.

The balaQce Rf Whe cRPPXQiW\ ZaV WhUeaWeQed RQ WZR fURQWV:

² iQ QaWXUe, b\ all PaQQeU Rf caWaVWURSheV, aQd eYeQ PRUe b\ Whe
feaU SURdXced ZheQ acWV ZeUe QR lRQgeU UiWXali]ed aQd SeUfRUPed iQ
RUdeU WR PaiQWaiQ aQd celebUaWe life, bXW PeUel\ fRU Whe Vake Rf WheiU
VacUed fRUP aQd fRU Whe Vake Rf Whe Pagical SRZeU WhaW WhaW fRUP
ZaV VXSSRVed WR e[eUW;

² iQ VRcial life, WhURXgh eYeU PRUe diʃeUeQWiaWiRQ aQd iQeTXaliW\.

The ViPXlWaQeRXV ePeUgeQce Rf faPilieV iVRlaWed fURP Whe
cRPPXQiW\, Rf ¶SUiYaWe· SURSeUW\ RXWVide Rf Whe cRllecWiYe V\VWePV,
aQd Rf Whe SRZeU Zhich ceUWaiQ faPilieV aQd ceUWaiQ iQdiYidXalV



Zielded RYeU Whe cRPPXQiW\, deVWUR\ed WhaW cRPPXQiW\ fURP
ZiWhiQ. The cUiViV Rf Whe cRPPXQiW\, iWV diVlRcaWiRQ, Whe diVWUeVV Rf
PRVW Rf iWV PePbeUV, ZeQW haQd iQ haQd ZiWh WechQical SURgUeVV aQd
VRcial diʃeUeQWiaWiRQ. IW iV haUd fRU XV WR iPagiQe Whe aVWRQiVhPeQW
ZiWh Zhich Whe PePbeUV Rf Rld cRPPXQiWieV PXVW haYe gUeeWed
WheVe VRcial chaQgeV Zhich ZeUe haSSeQiQg aURXQd WheP aQd Zhich
Whe\ ZeUe XQable WR cRPSUeheQd. LeW XV QRW fRUgeW WhaW b\ Whe gifWV
aQd ¶VacUiɹceV· Whe\ Pade iQ SURSRUWiRQ WR WheiU ZealWh aQd
iQɻXeQce, Whe chiefV becaPe iQcUeaViQgl\ SRZeUfXl Zhile aW Whe
VaPe WiPe VWill aSSeaUiQg WR be Whe ePbRdiPeQW Rf Whe cRPPXQiW\·V
RZQ SRZeU. ThRVe ZhR ZeUe bUeakiQg XS Whe cRPPXQiW\ VeePed WR
be VWUeQgWheQiQg iWV ¶deeS· UealiW\; Whe\ ZeUe eQVlaYiQg Whe
cRPPXQiW\ Zhile aSSeaUiQg WR be iWV VeUYaQWV ² aQd iQ a VeQVe Whe\
ZeUe VeUYiQg iW, iQ WhaW Whe\ defeQded iW, WhaW Whe\ VWRRd fRU
WechQical SURgUeVV, aQd WhaW Whe\ alRQe had acceVV WR ideaV, WhRXghW,
ZiVdRP, SUXdeQce, a VeQVe Rf UeVSRQVibiliW\, Rf SRWeQWiall\ UaWiRQal
fRUeVighW. The VRcial SURceVV ZaV QRZ PaVked b\ iWV RZQ cRQdiWiRQV.
HRZ ZaV iW SRVVible QRW WR aWWUibXWe iW WR ¶P\VWeUiRXV· caXVeV,
e[WeUQal WR eYeU\da\ life: WR RUigiQal ViQV, VXSeUQaWXUal SXQiVhPeQWV,
aQ iQcRPSUeheQVible ¶deVWiQ\·? The deYelRSiQg VRcial P\VWeU\ ² Whe
UealiW\ Zhich eVcaSed PeQ·V cRQVciRXVQeVV, alWhRXgh Whe\ ZeUe iWV
aXWhRUV aQd acWRUV ² ZaV deVWiQed WR becRPe a UeligiRXV P\VWeU\;
aQd UeligiRQ QRZ VXSeUiPSRVed iWVelf XSRQ Pagic, bXW ZiWhRXW
deVWUR\iQg iW. ChiefV aQd kiQgV cRQWUiYed WR UeceiYe Whe bleVViQg Rf
Whe cRPPXQiWieV Whe\ RSSUeVVed (i.e. Whe bleVViQg Rf iWV gRdV); iQ a
cXUiRXV bXW SeUeQQial Pi[WXUe Rf illXViRQ aQd UealiW\, Whe\
PaiQWaiQed bRWh Whe cRVPic RUdeU, b\ YiUWXe Rf WheiU Pagical
fXQcWiRQV, aQd Whe hXPaQ RUdeU, b\ YiUWXe Rf WheiU SRliWical
fXQcWiRQV.

(BXW iQ WheVe TXieW liWWle WRZQV aQd YillageV Zhich ViW aW Whe
jXQcWiRQV Rf aQcieQW WUackV WhaW haYe cUiVV-cURVVed Whe FUeQch
cRXQWU\Vide fRU WhRXVaQdV Rf \eaUV, hRZ dReV RQe becRPe a SXblic
ɹgXUe, VRPeRQe UeVSecWed, VXch aV a WRZQ RU UegiRQal cRXQcillRU, RU
a PePbeU Rf SaUliaPeQW, QRZada\V? If WheUe aUe QR XUbaQ ceQWUeV
QeaUb\ aQd if Whe ZRUkeUV· SaUWieV haYe QR iQɻXeQce, WheQ eYeQ
WRda\ iW iV RQl\ Yia Whe ChXUch, chaUiWable RUgaQi]aWiRQV, Whe



cRPPXQe, VSRUWV VRcieWieV RU Whe ɹUe deSaUWPeQW WhaW a SaUYeQX
PaQageV WR becRPe acceSWed aQd WR cRQVRlidaWe hiV VXSSRUW aQd hiV
iQɻXeQce. AQd WhiV iV achieYed ZiWhRXW aQ\ ¶SRliWicV· ² i.e. b\ Whe
RldeVW Rf all SRliWical SURceVVeV, Zhich iV jXVW aV XQcRQVciRXV QRZ aV
iW haV beeQ fRU ceQWXUieV. IW iV WakeQ fRU gUaQWed WhaW XQleVV WheUe iV
VRPe e[WUaRUdiQaU\ accideQW VXch aV a QaWXUal XSheaYal (a ZaU RU a
cUiViV), Whe SURVSeUiW\ Rf SXblic ɹgXUeV aQd Whe SURVSeUiW\ Rf Whe
cRPPXQiW\ gR haQd iQ haQd; Whe RQe SURdXceV Whe RWheU; eYeU\RQe
iQ Whe Yillage RU Whe caQWRQ beQeɹWV: WhURXgh gifWV, chaUiWable
dRQaWiRQV, aQd becaXVe Whe iPSRUWaQW SeaVaQW RU WUadeVPaQ ¶PakeV
ZRUk· fRU Whe SRRU. TheVe PeQ aUe bleVVed ² b\ Whe gRdV aQd b\ WheiU
fellRZ PaQ. The\ haYe WheiU RZQ SeZ iQ chXUch. PeRSle bleVV WheP
iQ SXblic bXW haWe WheP iQ SUiYaWe. The\ aUe Whe RbjecW Rf a WhRXVaQd
UeSUeVVed aQd ¶SUiYaWe· gUieYaQceV «)

TheUefRUe, iQ aQcieQW UXUal cRPPXQiWieV, accRUdiQg WR all Whe
aYailable dRcXPeQWV, a ceUWaiQ hXPaQ fXlɹlPeQW ZaV WR be fRXQd ²
albeiW PiQgled ZiWh diVTXieW aQd Whe VeedV Rf all Whe agRQieV WR
cRPe. ThaW fXlɹlPeQW haV ViQce diVaSSeaUed. IW haV beeQ lRVW iQ WZR
VeQVeV. FiUVW, UiWXalV aQd V\PbRlV aQd WheiU iQWeUSUeWaWiRQ aV
elabRUaWed b\ Whe UeligiRXV iPagiQaWiRQ haYe WeQded WR diVSRVVeVV
hXPaQ acWiRQV Rf WheiU liYiQg VXbVWaQce iQ faYRXU Rf ¶PeaQiQgV·.
SecRQdl\, VRcial life haV iPSURYed, bXW haV chaQged iWV VWUXcWXUe iQ
Whe SURceVV; fURP beiQg RQ a hRUi]RQWal leYel, VR WR VSeak, RQ Whe
leYel Rf QaWXUal life aQd Whe ¶ZRUld·, iW haV becRPe S\UaPidal, ZiWh
chiefV, kiQgV, a SWaWe, ideaV, abVWUacWiRQV, aW iWV aSe[. S\PbRlV haYe
becRPe PRUe aQd PRUe abVWUacW; iQ iWV RZQ Za\, like PRQe\, bXW RQ
Whe SRliWical leYel, Whe SWaWe iV alVR iQ a VeQVe a reali]ed absWracWion,
eQdRZed ZiWh eʃecWiYe SRZeU Zhich iV eYeU PRUe Ueal. AW ɹUVW
UiWXalV cRQjXUed XS Whe cRQfXVed ¶SRZeUV· Rf QaWXUe, Whe ¶hiddeQ Vide·
Rf WhiQgV aQd hXPaQ beiQgV, WheQ P\Whical heUReV, WheQ iQcUeaViQgl\
elabRUaWe gRdV; laWeU, hRZeYeU, Whe\ caPe WR ceQWUe RQ a ¶VSiUiWXal·
SRZeU, i.e. a Ueali]ed abVWUacWiRQ, Whe GRd Rf Whe XQiYeUVal UeligiRQV.
AW Whe VaPe WiPe, Whe WheRUieV jXVWif\iQg Whe SRZeU Rf SRliWical chiefV
aQd kiQgV haYe becRPe PRUe aQd PRUe abVWUacW. AQd aW Whe VaPe
WiPe WRR, ceQWXU\ afWeU ceQWXU\, geQXiQe kQRZledge aQd WhRXghW,
iPSl\iQg lRgical abVWUacWiRQ (VcieQce), haYe aSSeaUed WR be



SURgUeVViQg aQd adYaQciQg iQ liQe ZiWh ideRlRgieV ² ZheUeaV WheVe
aUe WZR diʃeUeQW aQd SRVVibl\ iQcRPSaWible leYelV Rf hXPaQ
cRQVciRXVQeVV.

The UeVXlW fRU RXU UXUal aUeaV haV beeQ a deSUiYaWiRQ Rf eYeU\da\
life RQ a YaVW Vcale, b\ UeligiRQ, b\ abVWUacWiRQ, b\ Whe life Rf Whe
¶PiQd·, b\ diVWaQW aQd ¶P\VWeUiRXV· SRliWical life¬ «¬ BiW b\ biW
eYeU\WhiQg Zhich fRUPeUl\ cRQWUibXWed WR Whe elePeQWaU\ VSleQdRXU
Rf eYeU\da\ life, iWV iQQRceQW, QaWiYe gUaQdeXU, haV beeQ VWUiSSed
fURP iW aQd Pade WR aSSeaU aV VRPeWhiQg be\RQd iWV RZQ Velf.
PURgUeVV haV beeQ real, and in cerWain aspecWs immense, bXW iW haV beeQ
deaUl\ Said.

AQd \eW iW iV VWill WheUe, WhiV iQQRceQW life, VR YeU\ QeaU, bXW
iPSRYeUiVhed aQd hXPiliaWed, bRWh VWURQg aQd SaWheWic, cUeaWiYe bXW
WhUeaWeQed, SURdXciQg Whe fXWXUe bXW beVeW ZiWh fRUebRdiQg abRXW all
Whe iPSRQdeUableV WhaW fXWXUe haV iQ VWRUe.

IW iV VWill WheUe, QRW XQchaQged, bXW degUaded UaWheU, hXPiliaWed,
Zhile iQ RWheU UeVSecWV, aQd SURSRUWiRQall\, VcieQce aQd
cRQVciRXVQeVV haYe SURgUeVVed. Take fRU e[aPSle aQ RUdiQaU\ Yillage
iQ FUaQce¬«¬The QeWZRUk Rf URadV aQd SaWhV, feQceV aQd hedgeURZV,
eQclRVeV a laQd Zhich iV b\ QR PeaQV XQZRUkable, a dRcile, eaV\
laQd Zhich UiVeV aQd fallV alPRVW iPSeUceSWibl\ aV if ZiWh Whe bUeaWh
Rf Whe diVWaQW PRXQWaiQV. ScaWWeUed faUPV aQd WheQ, aURXQd Whe
chXUch aQd Whe gUaYe\aUd, a feZ hRXVeV gURXSed WRgeWheU, Whe
Yillage. A gUeeQ laQd; PeadRZV, WheiU bURRkV fXll ZiWh aXWXPQ UaiQ.

The Yillage VWill hXddleV clRVel\ aURXQd iWV dead. The liYiQg VWill
bUiQg WheiU ɻRUal WUibXWeV WR Whe deaU deSaUWed; PaQ\ SeRSle belieYe
WhaW iW iV Whe UighW WhiQg WR dR WR SXW cheaS aQd QaVW\ PeWal-aQd-
glaVV PePeQWReV RQ Whe gUaYeV; UiWXal haV becRPe hideRXVl\
cRPPeUciali]ed; Whe gUacefXl WUibXWeV Rf fUXiWV Rf Whe eaUWh Zhich
VXVWaiQed Whe life Rf Whe dead, liQkiQg WheP ZiWh Whe liYiQg aQd
SUeSaUiQg fRU WheiU UeWXUQ WR life, haYe beeQ UeSlaced b\ a ¶VacUiɹce·
Rf PRQe\ Zhich iV Pade RQce aQd fRU all ² a Za\ Rf VeWWliQg RQe·V
cRQVcieQce cRQceUQiQg Whe dead SeUVRQ, Rf PakiQg hiP SeUPaQeQWl\
haUPleVV. IW iV WUXe WhaW VRPe SeRSle Pa\ WhiQk WhaW ZhaW Whe\
iQheUiW fURP Whe dead iV VRPehRZ a VeWWliQg Rf accRXQWV, bXW Whe\
WRR caQ haYe SaQgV Rf cRQVcieQce. SRPe YiViW Whe gUaYeV Rf Whe dead.



(¶I·P jXVW Rʃ WR Va\ hellR WR P\ SRRU deSaUWed hXVbaQd·, Vaid MPe X
aV Vhe Pade heU Za\ jaXQWil\ WR Whe gUaYe\aUd ZheUe heU VSRXVe la\
¶aW UeVW·.) TheVe aUe SeRSle ZhR aSSaUeQWl\ belieYe WhaW Whe deaU
deSaUWed aUe ViPXlWaQeRXVl\ aQd aW RQe aQd Whe VaPe WiPe iQ
heaYeQ (RU hell) aQd heUe, XQdeU WheVe VWRQeV aQd WhiV gURXQd, XQdeU
WheVe aUWiɹcial ɻRZeUV. IQ WhiV cRQVecUaWed fRld, Whe\ e[SeUieQce Whe
feeliQg Rf a ¶liYiQg· SUeVeQce ² iQVWead Rf Whe WeUUif\iQg UealiW\, Whe
hRUURU Rf deaWh. TheiU cRld bUeaVW iV ɻRRded ZiWh a cUXel, VZeeW
ePRWiRQ. MaQ\ Rf WheP belieYe iQ ghRVWV, iQ ShaQWRPV, iQ ¶VSiUiWV·;
\eW iQVWead Rf SUeSaUiQg Whe UeWXUQ Rf WheiU dead WR Whe lighW Rf da\
aQd Whe cRPPXQiW\ ZiWh lRYe, WeUURU aQd UeVSecW, Whe\ ViPSl\
UelegaWe WheP WR RbliYiRQ. FUeVh cRUSVeV geW YiViWed; Whe RWheUV, Whe
Rld RQeV, lie fRUgRWWeQ aV iQ a cRPPXQal gUaYe. The P\Wh Rf Whe
cRPPXQiW\ aQd iWV dead gReV RQ, bXW dePRWed, ZeakeQed, deSUiYed
Rf ZaUPWh, liQked WR YagXe, abVWUacW aɽUPaWiRQV abRXW ¶VRXlV·
Zhich caQ QeYeU be WUaQVlaWed iQWR WaQgible acWV¬«

The ZiQWeU VRlVWice iV VWill aQ iPSRUWaQW daWe; bXW Whe gUeaW VRlaU
P\Wh Rf Whe gRd ZhR iV UebRUQ WR ɹll Whe EaUWh ZiWh QeZ aQd
bXUQiQg life haV becRPe jXVW a VeQWiPeQWal, YagXel\ chaUPiQg VeUieV
Rf iPageV ² a liWWle faPil\ SRUWUaiW. WhaW UePaiQV Rf UiWXal aQd
P\Wh? A daWe, a YagXe iPSUeVViRQ Rf biUWh, Rf hRSe, Rf gUaQdiRVe
dUaPa ² Whe idea Rf aQ all-SRZeUfXl gRd ZhR iV QeYeUWheleVV
P\VWeUiRXVl\ deVWiQed WR be bRUQ aQd WR die; aQd WheQ WheRlRgical
abVWUacWiRQV, VXbliPaWiRQV UelegaWed iQacceVVibl\ WR Whe backgURXQd;
aQd WheQ WhRVe childiVh bXW WRXchiQg SicWXUeV ² Whe aQiPalV, Whe
PaQgeU, Whe WiVe MeQ aQd WheiU VWaU, iQVeSaUabl\ liQked WR Whe
cRVPic, hXPaQ iQfaQW¬«

EYeU\ WiPe VSUiQg aUUiYeV, SURceVViRQV iQWeQded WR cRQɹUP Whe
UegXlaUiW\ Rf Whe VeaVRQ aQd Whe feUWiliW\ Rf Whe ɹeldV gR URXQd Whe
Yillage, ZiQdiQg dUeaUil\ alRQg WhURXgh Whe SaWhV beWZeeQ Whe ɹeldV.
DUeaUil\, SlXQged iQ aQ iPPeQVe bRUedRP Zhich iV like aQ XlWiPaWe
VacUiɹce: SeRSle ¶giYe XS· Whe WiPe, SXW XS ZiWh Whe iQcRQYeQieQce.
All Whe DiRQ\Viac jR\ haV gRQe RXW Rf WhiV UiWXal, Zhich iV kQRZQ
aUURgaQWl\ aV ¶RRgaWiRQ Da\V·. IW iV a UeTXeVW fRU ɹQe ZeaWheU aQd a
Uich haUYeVW. AcWXall\, QRbRd\ belieYeV WhaW SUa\eUV caQ be Ueall\
eʃecWiYe, bXW PaQ\ VWill belieYe WhaW QRW WR aWWeQd RU WR VWRS Whe



UiWXal cRPSleWel\ ZRXld be bad lXck. PUXdeQWl\ Whe\ Wake
SUecaXWiRQV. The QegaWiYe Vide Rf Whe WUadiWiRQal UiWXal haV
cRPSleWel\ aQQihilaWed Whe SRViWiYe RQe, Zhich ZaV jR\ iQ hXPaQ
cRPPXQiW\.

IQ WhiV VaPe Yillage, iQ Whe VaPe VSUiQgWiPe, SiRXV haQdV VWill haQg
gaUlaQdV RQ VacUed WUeeV aQd, RccaViRQall\, RQ Whe URadVide cURVVeV
Zhich haYe lRQg diVSRVVeVVed Rld HecaWe Rf heU dRPaiQ¬«

AQd ZheQ ZaU cRPeV, aQd dURXghW, Whe SeaVaQWV bePRaQ WheiU
faWe, Va\iQg: ¶EYeU\WhiQg·V gRQe ha\ZiUe.· The\ Vee cRVPic RUdeU aQd
hXPaQ RUdeU aV iQe[WUicabl\ liQked, aV iQ Whe RUigiQal agUaUiaQ
P\Wh¬«¬AQd Whe\ dR QRW eaVil\ XQdeUVWaQd Whe VSeciɹcall\ hXPaQ
PeaQV b\ Zhich RUdeU (a cRheUeQW, UaWiRQal RUdeU) caQ be Ue-
eVWabliVhed¬«3

The P\VWical QRWiRQ Rf ¶VacUiɹce· liYeV RQ PRUe RU leVV eYeU\ZheUe;
if aQ\RQe WUied WR fRUgeW iW, WheUe ZRXld be ZaUV aQd VRcial dUaPaV
WR UeYiWali]e iW. BXW age haV QRW faYRXUed iW; aQd QRZ VacUiɹceV aUe
RQl\ YagXel\ felW WR be ¶VacUed·. PaUeQWV Pake ¶VacUiɹceV· WR bUiQg XS
WheiU childUeQ; SeRSle alVR ¶VacUiɹce· SaUW Rf Whe SUeVeQW fRU Whe
fXWXUe, b\ VaYiQg fURP WheiU eaUQiQgV aQd ¶iQYeVWiQg· WheP, RU b\
WakiQg RXW ¶iQVXUaQce·. MeaQZhile Whe\ cRQWiQXe SUeSaUiQg fRU Whe
fXWXUe b\ QegRWiaWiQg ZiWh Whe VXSeUQaWXUal ² dRQaWiRQV, chaUiW\,
RʃeUiQgV Rf SeUVRQal VXʃeUiQg, Rf PeUiWV achieYed iQ Whe e\eV Rf PeQ
aQd gRdV ² fRU a UeSa\PeQW SURSRUWiRQal WR Whe haUdVhiS iQYRlYed¬«
4

TheUe iV RQe VSecial liWWle iWeP Zhich eYeU\ Zell-Rʃ aQd gRd-
feaUiQg faPil\ bXdgeWV fRU: chaUiW\. B\ SUiYaWe gifWV aQd SXblic
dRQaWiRQV Whe gRd-feaUiQg caQ UelieYe WheiU cRQVcieQceV Rf aQ\
UeVidXal TXalPV Whe\ PighW feel, aQd caQ alVR jXVWif\ WhePVelYeV WR
RWheU SeRSle. The\ aUe cRQWUibXWiQg WR Whe SeUPaQeQce Rf WheiU
RUdeU, Zhile aW Whe VaPe WiPe UedXciQg SRRU SeRSle·V UeVeQWPeQW ²
aQd PakiQg WheiU lRW a liWWle eaVieU. ¶SacUiɹce· haV VeYeUal PeaQiQgV
aQd VeYeUal aiPV, VRPe cRQVciRXV, RWheUV XQcRQVciRXV, VRPe VelɹVh,
RWheUV alWUXiVWic (aQd cRllecWRUV aQd aSRlRgiVWV fRU chaUiW\ Zill TXRWe
RQe RU RWheU Rf WheVe aiPV aV ciUcXPVWaQceV dePaQd «).

IW iV Zell kQRZQ WhaW ZaUV aUe a SXQiVhPeQW fRU SeRSle·V
ViQfXlQeVV, iQdRleQce aQd cUXelW\. AQd VR iV defeaW. (ThiV ChUiVWiaQ



P\VWiTXe ² RUigiQall\ a SeaVaQW P\WhRlRg\ ² ZaV Pade Rɽcial
XQdeU Whe Vich\ UegiPe.) The SRRU VhRXld Pake VacUiɹceV b\
ZRUkiQg a lRW, aQd Whe Uich b\ giYiQg a liWWle. WhaW aUe VacUiɹceV?
¶SSiUiWXal· iQYeVWPeQWV! TheiU ZRUWh iV a fXQcWiRQ Rf Whe eʃRUW Whe\
cRVW, i.e. Whe aPRXQW Rf haUdVhiS SeRSle aUe SUeSaUed WR SXW XS ZiWh
iQ WheiU feaU Rf Whe fXWXUe. UQfRUWXQaWel\ VWaWiVWicV cRQceUQiQg Whe
aPRXQWV chaUiWieV UeceiYe aUe QeYeU Pade SXblic. WhaW PaWeUial
Whe\ ZRXld SURYide fRU Whe VWXd\ Rf eYeU\da\ life acURVV Whe claVVeV
aQd VRcial gURXSV! IW iV YeU\ SRVVible WhaW bRWh iQ caVh aQd iQ kiQd,
Whe SRRU giYe PRUe WhaQ Whe Uich. TheiU XQceUWaiQWieV, WheiU feaUV fRU
Whe fXWXUe ² aQd WheiU geQeURViW\ WRR ² aUe Whe\ QRW gUeaWeU?
MRUeRYeU, aQ\RQe ZhR haV QRWhiQg WR giYe, RU iV XQZilliQg WR giYe,
caQ alZa\V SlacaWe Whe P\VWeUiRXV SRZeUV b\ RʃeUiQg XS WheiU
ZiVheV, WheiU VXʃeUiQgV, WheiU heaUWV aQd WheiU PiQdV¬«

The XQceUWaiQWieV SeaVaQWV feel abRXW QaWXUe becRPe
VXSeUiPSRVed ² aV UeligiRQ ZaV VXSeUiPSRVed XSRQ Pagic ² b\ Whe
diVTXieW Rf VeYeUal RWheU VRcial gURXSV abRXW hXPaQ, ecRQRPic aQd
SRliWical ciUcXPVWaQceV. IgQRUaQce Rf Whe laZV Rf VRciRlRg\, Whe
iQabiliW\ WR acW ZiWhRXW deSeQdeQce RQ SRliWical lieV aQd VWUaWegieV,
alRQg ZiWh a VRUW Rf diUecW cRQWaPiQaWiRQ fURP P\WhV aQd UiWXalV,
fRVWeUV aQd SeUSeWXaWeV Whe idea Rf faWe aQd SUedeVWiQaWiRQ; PaVVeV
Rf iQdiYidXalV (each belieYiQg hiPVelf WR be fUee aQd lXcid), eQWiUe
gURXSV UeacW WR hXPaQ ciUcXPVWaQceV iQ Whe VaPe Za\ WhaW
cRXQWU\fRlk UeVSRQded WR Whe ciUcXPVWaQceV Rf QaWXUe; Whe\ acceSW
ZaUV aQd cUiVeV aV iQeYiWable, SleadiQg ZiWh WheiU gRdV WR bUiQg WheVe
calaPiWieV WR aQ eQd, WhaQkiQg RU cXUViQg Whe heaYeQl\ SRZeUV WhaW
be.

AQd iQ life iWVelf, iQ eYeU\da\ life, aQcieQW geVWXUeV, UiWXalV aV Rld
aV WiPe iWVelf, cRQWiQXe XQchaQged ² e[ceSW fRU Whe facW WhaW WhiV life
haV beeQ VWUiSSed Rf iWV beaXW\. OQl\ Whe dXVW Rf ZRUdV UePaiQV,
dead geVWXUeV. BecaXVe UiWXalV aQd feeliQgV, SUa\eUV aQd Pagic
VSellV, bleVViQgV, cXUVeV, haYe beeQ deWached fURP life, Whe\ haYe
becRPe abVWUacW aQd ¶iQQeU·, WR XVe Whe WeUPiQRlRg\ Rf Velf-
jXVWiɹcaWiRQ. CRQYicWiRQV haYe becRPe ZeakeU, VacUiɹceV VhallRZeU,
leVV iQWeQVe. PeRSle cRSe ² badl\ ² ZiWh a VPalleU RXWla\. PleaVXUeV
haYe becRPe ZeakeU aQd ZeakeU. The RQl\ WhiQg WhaW haV QRW



diPiQiVhed iV Whe Rld diVTXieW, WhaW feeliQg Rf ZeakQeVV, WhaW
fRUebRdiQg. BXW ZhaW ZaV fRUPeUl\ a VeQVe Rf diVTXieW haV becRPe
ZRUU\, aQgXiVh. ReligiRQ, eWhicV, PeWaSh\VicV ² WheVe aUe PeUel\ Whe
¶VSiUiWXal· aQd ¶iQQeU· feVWiYalV Rf hXPaQ aQgXiVh, Za\V Rf
chaQQelliQg Whe black ZaWeUV Rf aQ[ieW\ ² aQd WRZaUdV ZhaW ab\VV?

AQd if beaXW\ haV diVaSSeaUed fURP eYeU\da\ life, ZhaW Rf iWV
gUeaW m\sWical heUReV? NR, Whe P\VWic heUR iV YiUWXall\ e[WiQcW.
EYeU\WhiQg iV calcXlaWed RQ a cXW-SUice baViV. A SeQQ\ fRU heaYeQ. A
liWWle biW PRUe (bXW aV liWWle aV SRVVible!) WR Sacif\ Whe ¶SRRU·, ZhRVe
Ueal SRZeU iV YiVibl\ RQ Whe iQcUeaVe¬«

AQd \eW, Whe PRUe PeaQiQgleVV geVWXUeV becRPe, Whe PRUe VRlePQ
Whe\ aUe; aQd Whe PRUe VRlePQ Whe\ aUe, Whe PRUe lXdicURXV,
VSaUkiQg Rʃ life·V UeYeQgeV: laXghWeU aQd SaURd\¬«

AQd QRZ leW XV gR fRU a PRPeQW iQWR Whe liWWle Yillage chXUch,
VXUURXQded b\ iWV gUaYe\aUd.

I heViWaWe RQ iWV hXPble, XQadRUQed WhUeVhRld, held back b\ a kiQd
Rf aSSUeheQViRQ. I kQRZ ZhaW I Vhall ɹQd: aQ ePSW\, echRiQg VSace,
ZiWh hiddeQ UeceVVeV cUaPPed ZiWh hXQdUedV Rf RbjecWV, each
XWWeUiQg Whe VileQW cU\ WhaW PakeV iW a VigQ. WhaW a VWUaQge SRZeU! I
kQRZ WhaW I caQQRW fail WR XQdeUVWaQd WheiU ¶PeaQiQgV·, becaXVe Whe\
ZeUe e[SlaiQed WR Pe \eaUV agR. IW iV iPSRVVible WR clRVe \RXU e\eV
aQd \RXU eaUV WR WheVe V\PbRlV: Whe\ RccXS\ \RX, Whe\ SUeRccXS\
\RX iPPediaWel\, iQViVWeQW, iQVidiRXV ² aQd Whe PRUe VR fRU WheiU
ViPSliciW\. AlUead\ a feeliQg Rf diVTXieW, VXSSUeVVed aQgeU, PiQgled
ZiWh Whe UelXcWaQW bXW WeQaciRXV PePRUieV Rf a childhRRd aQd
adRleVceQce VhaSed b\ ChUiVWiaQiW\¬ «¬ AQd I kQRZ WhaW WhiV
VXSSUeVVed aQgeU iV aQRWheU aVSecW Rf Whe SRZeU, Whe QaVceQW
faVciQaWiRQ Rf Whe ¶VacUed· RbjecW. IW iV iPSRVVible WR fUee P\Velf fURP
iW. FRU Pe WhiV VSace caQ QeYeU be jXVW like aQ\ RWheU VSace. BXW
SUeciVel\ becaXVe I feel WhiV RbVcXUe ePRWiRQ I caQ begiQ WR
XQdeUVWaQd iWV RbVcXUe caXVeV. SR I PXVW QRW deVSaiU, Whe ɹghW gReV
RQ¬«

The cRXQWU\ chXUch iV VPall aQd daUk, deVSiWe iWV ZhiWeZaVhed
ZallV. A Vickl\ lighW ɹlWeUV WhURXgh Whe gUiP\ liWWle SaQeV Rf iWV
QaUURZ ZiQdRZV. SPall, daUk, P\VWeUiRXV, a biW like a caYe. AQ
aPbigXRXV SeUfXPe ² iWV faPiliaU Vide: daPS; iWV VWUaQge Vide:



iQceQVe ² hiWV Whe QRVWUilV. The P\VWical, faU-aZa\ VSleQdRXU Rf Whe
iQceQVe SeQeWUaWeV Whe RUdiQaU\ VPell Rf PXVW aQd PRXld. AlUead\ I
aP iQhaliQg Whe SeUfXPe Rf Whe OUieQW, I ZaQW WR iQhale iW deVSiWe
P\Velf, WR ideQWif\ iW. UQallR\ed iW ZRXld be RYeUSRZeUiQg, bXW heUe
iWV P\VWical aSSeal iV WaiQWed ZiWh VRPeWhiQg PXQdaQe.

AQd QRZ I caQ begiQ WR Pake RXW Whe cRlRXUed RU gilded RbjecWV
aQd VigQV Zhich VXUURXQd Whe faiWhfXl aQd iPSRVe WheiU SUeVeQce
XSRQ WheP.

AURXQd Whe YaXlW, abRYe Whe chRiU, a clXPV\ bXW iQVSiUed aUWiVW haV
SaiQWed a bRUdeU feVWRRQed ZiWh VWaUV (iQ VilYeU aQd gRld) RQ a blXe
backgURXQd. ThiV hXPble decRUaWiRQ RQ Whe YaXlW iV Whe chXUch·V
Za\ Rf RʃeUiQg XQdiVSXWable SURRf WhaW iW VXPV XS Whe cRVPic RUdeU
WhaW Whe gRd ZhR Pade Whe heaYeQV iV hRXVed ZiWhiQ iW, bXW QRZ
WiPe haV alPRVW eUaVed iW. (I fRUgRW WR check ZheWheU iW iV WXUQed
eaVWZaUd WRZaUdV JeUXValeP aQd Whe VXQUiVe.) AQd WhiV laPS,
VhiQiQg diPl\ RQ Whe eQd Rf a ZiUe haQgiQg fURP Whe ceQWUe Rf Whe
bXildiQg·V YagXel\ cURVV-VhaSed VWUXcWXUe, ZhaW dReV iW VigQif\? IV iW
Whe lighW Rf Whe VXQ RU Whe eWeUQal lighW Rf Whe SSiUiW? IV iW Whe PiQd Rf
PaQ Zhich PXVW UePaiQ eYeU-ZakefXl XQWil Whe WUagic ɹQal cXUWaiQ?

Ah! NRZ heUe·V VRPeWhiQg beWWeU, RU PRUe SUeciVe. IQ a UelaWiYel\
Zide, deeS UeceVV (a chaSel) WZR SaiQWed ZRRdeQ VWaWXeWWeV face WR
face: SW BlaViXV aQd SW RRch. The UegiRQ Ze aUe iQ haV a lRQg
SaVWRUal WUadiWiRQ. SW BlaViXV aQd SW RRch aUe Whe liWWle SaWURQ VaiQWV
Rf caWWle aQd VheeS. The iQhabiWaQWV Rf P¬«¬haYe beeQ cUafW\ eQRXgh
WR RbWaiQ Whe SURWecWiRQ Rf bRWh VaiQWV ViPXlWaQeRXVl\. AW Whe back
Rf Whe UeceVV a UaWheU VkeWch\ SaiQWiQg (a fUeVcR RU a SaiQWiQg RQ
ZRRd? iPSRVVible WR Well iQ Whe half-lighW) SRUWUa\V Whe WZR VaiQWV iQ
VheSheUd·V VPRckV, WheiU dRgV aW WheiU feeW, aQd caUU\iQg cURRkV
Zhich aUe dUaZQ WR lRRk YagXel\ like biVhRS·V cURVieUV. The daPS
haV RbliWeUaWed SaWcheV Rf Vk\, biWV Rf PeadRZ. AURXQd Whe chaSel, a
lRZ UailiQg. Be\RQd Whe UailiQg, cRiQV, URXghl\-fRlded QRWeV.
OʃeUiQgV, VacUiɹceV. OQ WheiU QaPe da\V, Whe SeaVaQWV bXUQ a feZ
bUiVWleV fURP Whe WailV Rf diVeaVed cRZV XQdeU WheiU SaWURQ VaiQWV·
QRVeV.

IQ aQRWheU, VPalleU UeceVV, RQ a SliQWh, Whe VWaWXeWWe Rf a liWWle
SaWURQ VaiQW Rf Whe faPil\: SW AQWhRQ\, ZhR helSV WR ɹQd lRVW



SURSeUW\. AW hiV feeW, a ViPSle cRllecWiRQ bR[. The VaiQW·V UighW WRe iV
diVcRlRXUed aQd ZRUQ dRZQ b\ Whe kiVVeV Rf hiV VXSSlicaQWV.

BXW heUe, VRYeUeigQ aQd SlacaWRU\, RQ Whe UighW Rf Whe high alWaU,
heUe iV Whe GUeaW MRWheU, ZhR diVWaQced heUVelf fURP Whe EaUWh iQ
Whe celeVWial P\VWeU\ Rf a YiUgiQiW\ Pade fUXiWfXl b\ GRd alRQe, Whe
FaWheU Rf all WhiQgV. EWeUQal ViUgiQ, \eW aW Whe VaPe WiPe Whe diYiQe
MRWheU Rf all PeQ ² aQd alVR kQRZQ b\ VXch aWWUacWiYe QaPeV aV The
GaWeV Rf HeaYeQ, The MRUQiQg SWaU, Whe IYRU\ TRZeU aQd Whe
CRQVRlaWiRQ Rf Whe AʀicWed. GRd iV UePRWe aQd WeUUible iV Whe
FaWheU. The ViUgiQ MRWheU iV QeaU. AbVRlXWe PRWheU, abVRlXWe YiUgiQ,
Vhe cRQjXUeV XS P\VWeUiRXVl\ aQd SReWicall\ Whe fePiQiQe WRWaliW\.
MRWheU, Vhe UeceiYeV heU childUeQ. ViUgiQ, Vhe UeaVVXUeV, fRU a
YiUgiQiW\ Zhich haV QRW beeQ VXUUeQdeUed WR aQ\RQe belRQgV WR
eYeU\RQe. GUeaW gRddeVV iQ Whe SURceVV Rf fRUPaWiRQ (RU UeYiYal), bXW
UedXced b\ a SUXdeQW WheRlRg\ WR Whe UaQk Rf PediaWRU, iW iV Vhe ZhR
aWWUacWV Whe PRVW ZiVheV, Whe PRVW VXSSRUW, Whe PRVW SUa\eUV.

OQ Whe RWheU Vide Rf Whe alWaU, JRVeSh hRldiQg a gRldeQ lil\.
The lRZl\ chXUch SUeVeQWV Whe abVRlXWe, hXPaQ FaPil\, liW b\ Whe

VWaUV aQd Whe cRVPRV abRYe aQd ɻaQked b\ Whe WZR gXaUdiaQV Rf Whe
UegXlaUiW\ aQd Whe feUWiliW\ Rf heUdV aQd ɻRckV: Whe MRWheU ZhRVe
iQɹQiWe SXUiW\ UeQdeUV heU XQiYeUVal ² Whe eaUWhl\, ɹcWiWiRXV
hXVbaQd, QawYe aQd heViWaQW ² Whe Ueal, heaYeQl\ hXVbaQd, Whe
feaUVRPe cUeaWiYe SRZeU WhaW leadV Whe dUaPa ² aQd heU diYiQe SRQ.

The heaYeQl\ faPil\ iV YiViWed b\ eaUWhl\ faPilieV, ZhR RʃeU iW
WheiU gRRd lXck aQd WheiU PiVfRUWXQeV iQ hRPage. IW giYeV WheP a
PagQiɹed iPage Rf WhePVelYeV. The heaYeQl\ aQd Whe eaUWhl\ aUe
jRiQed: Whe hXPaQ iV VWill PiQgled ZiWh Whe heaYeQl\.

AQd iQ Whe WabeUQacle, PRZeU XQiWed ZiWh GRRdQeVV, feaUVRPe
deVSiWe Whe abVWUacWiRQ iQ Zhich He haV dUaSed HiPVelf (a ciUcle Rf
VRPeWhiQg ZhiWe, lighW aQd dU\, ZiWhRXW WaVWe RU SeUfXPe): GRd, iQ a
WhUeaWeQiQg RʃeUiQg! ShRXld a VacUilege be cRPPiWWed (ah! Whe
VWRUieV Whe\ Well iQ WheiU SiRXV cRQYeUVaWiRQV aQd WheiU SaUiVh
QeZVSaSeUV, Rf Whe hRVW bleediQg aQd VSeakiQg, Rf VXddeQ deaWhV
aQd XQe[SecWed cRQYeUViRQV «), VhRXld a VacUilege be cRPPiWWed,
Whe ZRUld PighW cRllaSVe iQWR QRWhiQgQeVV! The ɹUPaPeQW, WhaW
VRlid YaXlW Zhich VXSSRUWV Whe VWaUV, PighW cUXPble. FeaUfXl aQgelV



ZRXld WUXPS fRUWh Whe eQd Rf TiPe. FRU if GRd dReV QRW accRPSliVh
all WhaW He iV SeUfecWl\ caSable Rf aV cRVPic FaWheU, YaiQ, YiQdicWiYe
CUeaWRU, LRUd Rf heaYeQ, MaVWeU Rf gRRd aQd eYil, ThURQe Rf glRU\
bXilW XSRQ a]XUe, gRld aQd baQkQRWeV, iW iV becaXVe He iV alVR Whe
SRQ, cRQWURlliQg HiPVelf, checkiQg HiV JXVWice aQd HiV WUaWh, aQd
VhRZiQg HiPVelf WR be eTXall\ aQd aW RQe aQd Whe VaPe WiPe YeU\
gRRd, YeU\ Pild, YeU\ bURWheUl\ WRZaUdV Whe liWWle hXPaQ faPilieV
Zhich cUaZl alRQg iQ WhiV Yale Rf WeaUV.

If WhiV chXUch RʃeUV XV Whe ZRUld aQd Whe hXPaQ dUaPa iQ UpVXPp,
iW alVR giYeV XV hiVWRU\. I caQ Vee JRaQ Rf AUc iQ heU VXiW Rf aUPRXU;
Whe TUicRlRXU VSUeadV iWV fRldV aURXQd heU SaiQWed SlaVWeU
bUeaVWSlaWe; a SlaTXe caUUieV Whe QaPeV Rf Whe dead Rf Whe laVW ZaU
(Whe GUeaW WaU, aV Whe Rld PeQ haYe lRQg called iW «).

O ChXUch, O HRl\ ChXUch, ZheQ I ɹQall\ PaQaged WR eVcaSe fURP
\RXU cRQWURl I aVked P\Velf ZheUe \RXU SRZeU caPe fURP. NRZ I
caQ Vee WhURXgh \RXU VRUdid VecUeWV, all Whe PRUe RbYiRXV heUe fRU
beiQg ZiWhRXW Whe begXiliQg adRUQPeQWV Rf aUW. HRZ QawYe SeRSle
ZeUe WR belieYe WhaW Whe\ cRXld geW Uid Rf \RX ZiWh a feZ
VacUilegiRXV SURWeVWV. HRZ hRl\ PeQ PXVW haYe laXghed aW Whe
¶fUeeWhiQkeUV· (Zhile SUeWeQdiQg WR be deeSl\ VhRcked aQd PakiQg
VXUe WR UeWaliaWe aW Whe eaUlieVW RSSRUWXQiW\). NRZ I caQ Vee Whe
feaUfXl deSWhV, Whe feaUfXl UealiW\ Rf hXPaQ alieQaWiRQ! O HRl\
ChXUch, fRU ceQWXUieV \RX haYe WaSSed aQd accXPXlaWed eYeU\
illXViRQ, eYeU\ ɹcWiRQ, eYeU\ YaiQ hRSe, eYeU\ fUXVWUaWiRQ. YRX haYe
gaUQeUed WheP iQ \RXU hRXVeV like VRPe SUeciRXV haUYeVW, aQd each
geQeUaWiRQ, each eUa, each age Rf PaQ addV VRPeWhiQg QeZ WR WheP.
AQd QRZ befRUe P\ YeU\ e\eV I Vee Whe WeUURUV Rf hXPaQ childhRRd,
Whe ZRUUieV Rf adRleVceQce, Whe hRSeV aQd PiVgiYiQgV Zhich gUeeW
adXlWhRRd, eYeQ Whe WeUURUV aQd deVSaiU Rf Rld age, fRU iW cRVWV \RX
QRWhiQg WR Va\ WhaW Whe eYeQiQg Rf Whe ZRUld iV Qigh aQd WhaW MaQ iV
alUead\ Rld aQd Zill SeUiVh ZiWhRXW Ueali]iQg hiV SRWeQWial! TheUe aUe
PeQ ZhR ZiWhdUaZ VlighWl\ fURP life VR aV WR cRQWURl iW, XViQg VkillV
aPaVVed b\ RYeU PRUe WhaQ WZeQW\ ceQWXUieV Rf e[SeUieQce. AQd
SUeciVel\ becaXVe Whe\ haYe VacUiɹced WhePVelYeV WR Whe XWPRVW,
WheVe PeQ aSSeaU WR be VacUed; PaQ\ Rf WheP belieYe Whe\ aUe
VacUed, aQd SeUhaSV iQ a VeQVe VRPe Rf WheP aUe iQdeed



VacUed¬«¬FURP Whe QeZbRUQ babe·V ɹUVW bUeaWh WR Whe d\iQg PaQ·V
laVW Vigh Whe\ aUe WheUe, PiQiVWeUiQg WR TXeVWiRQiQg childUeQ,
fUighWeQed YiUgiQV aQd WRUPeQWed adRleVceQWV, WR Whe aQ[ieWieV Rf Whe
deVWiWXWe aQd eYeQ WR Whe VXʃeUiQgV Rf Whe SRZeUfXl; ZheQeYeU PaQ
e[SeUieQceV a PRPeQW Rf ZeakQeVV, WheUe Whe\ aUe. FRU WheiU Rld,
eYeU-PRUe-VkilfXl WacWicV, fRU Whe ¶VSiUiWXal· bRd\ Rf Whe ChXUch,
eYeU\WhiQg iV gUiVW WR Whe Pill ² iQclXdiQg dRXbWV aQd heUeVieV, aQd
eYeQ aWWackV. The ChXUch iV QRWhiQg PRUe aQd QRWhiQg leVV WhaQ Whe
XQliPiWed abiliW\ WR abVRUb aQd accXPXlaWe Whe iQhXPaQ. ReceQWl\
Whe\ haYe Pade WheiU SRViWiRQ PRUe ¶ɻe[ible·, bXW I kQRZ WhaW WhiV iV
PeUel\ aQ aWWePSW WR abVRUb Whe eQeP\. HaYiQg cRQdePQed
¶PRdeUQiVP· a dR]eQ WiPeV, Whe ChXUch QRZ ZaQWV WR be ¶PRdeUQ·.
HeU cUafWieVW fRllRZeUV Zill Va\ (Whe\ aUe alUead\ Va\iQg iW) WhaW Vhe
ePbRdieV PaQ·V SURgUeVV WRZaUdV Whe DiYiQe, hiV ceQWXUieV-Rld eʃRUW
WR WUaQVceQd hiPVelf, aQd gUadXal diYiQe UeYelaWiRQ. BXW QR ² \RX
aUe QRWhiQg PRUe WhaQ PaQ·V alieQaWiRQ, Whe Velf WRUQ aVXQdeU, a
Pagic VSell. I caQ Uead Whe PeVVage XQadRUQed RQ Whe ZallV Rf WhiV
cRXQWU\ chXUch. The\ VXP XS \RXU hiVWRU\, Zhich iV Whe hiVWRU\ Rf
hXPaQ SRYeUW\! All \RXU VWUaWegieV aUe heUe iQ PiQiaWXUe, all Whe
VkillV ZiWh Zhich \RX haYe cRQWURlled aQd SUeVeUYed Whe PaVViYe
dehXPaQi]aWiRQ Zhich ZeighV PeQ dRZQ, gURZiQg laUgeU aQd laUgeU
like VRPe liYiQg PRQVWeU! YRX haYe VeUYed RRPaQ ePSeURUV, feXdal
lRUdV, abVRlXWe PRQaUchV, a WUiXPShaQW bRXUgeRiVie. YRX ZeUe
alZa\V RQ Whe Vide Rf Whe VWURQgeVW (QRW ZiWhRXW VRPe cUafWil\
UeWiceQW PaQReXYUeV WR SURYe hRZ iQdeSeQdeQW aQd VXSeUiRU \RX
ZeUe), bXW b\ aSSeaUiQg WR VWaQd XS fRU Whe Zeak \RX eQded XS
beiQg Whe VWURQgeVW Rf all. AQd QRZ \RX haYe Whe gall WR Wake XS Whe
caXVe Rf MaQ, SURPiViQg WR WXUQ \eVWeUda\·V VlaYe iQWR WRPRUURZ·V
PaVWeU! NR. The WUick iV WRR RbYiRXV, aQd abRYe all Whe WaVk iV WRR
gUeaW. UQWil QRZ Whe HRl\ ChXUch haV alZa\V beeQ able WR digeVW
eYeU\WhiQg, bXW fRU Whe ɹUVW WiPe heU PighW\ VWRPach Pa\ SURYe QRW
VWURQg eQRXgh. AQd Vhe kQRZV iW. AQd Vhe iV afUaid. AQd Vhe ZaQWV
WR be eYeU\ZheUe, dRXble-dealiQg, WUeble-dealiQg, ZiQQiQg RQ all Whe
WableV. BXW SeRSle caQ Vee iW, aQd SeRSle kQRZ iW. SR ZhaW iV WR
becRPe Rf WhiV accXPXlaWiRQ Rf eYeU\ cRQceiYable P\Wh aQd ePSW\
abVWUacWiRQ, Rf WhiV e[WUaRUdiQaU\ aSSaUaWXV Zhich cRPbiQeV Whe



ɻaZV Rf eYeU\ SWaWe WhaW eYeU ZaV ZiWhRXW eYeQ Whe YiUWXe Rf VRPe
cRQQecWiRQ WR Whe life Rf aQ\ RQe SeRSle RU aQ\ RQe QaWiRQ?

SXQda\ PRUQiQg!
The bell haV alUead\ UXQg WZice, Whe ɹUVW WiPe VlRZ aQd

iQRʃeQViYe, Whe VecRQd hXUUied, WhUeaWeQiQg, dRPiQeeUiQg. AZa\ iQ
Whe diVWaQW PeadRZV, iWV UeYeUbeUaWiRQV haYe a PelaQchRl\ VRXQd;
clRVeU aW haQd, iQ Whe QaUURZ VWUeeWV Rf Whe aSSaUeQWl\ deVeUWed
Yillage, iW iV VRPeWhiQg elVe agaiQ: iW iV Whe YRice Rf Whe eWeUQal faWheU
WhXQdeUiQg dRZQ fURP Whe WRS Rf Whe belfU\ RQWR a baUQ\aUd Rf VTXaW
hRXVeV, VcRXUiQg WheP, eQciUcliQg eYeU\ cRUQeU, eYeU\ head, caWchiQg
eYeU\RQe b\ Whe eaUV, YibUaWiQg iQVide WheiU VkXllV aQd WheiU YeU\
bRQeV. CRPe RQ, \RX childiVh, decUeSiW lRW, geW a PRYe RQ!

The PXUPXU Rf a WhUeVhiQg PachiQe caQ be heaUd geWWiQg VlRZl\
lRXdeU, VXddeQl\ cXWWiQg RXW aQd WheQ VWaUWiQg agaiQ. The gRdleVV
aUe ZRUkiQg RQ WhiV hRl\ da\.

ThURXgh Whe RSeQ dRRU aQd Whe cleaU ZiQdRZ SaQeV a VRfW, WaZQ\
VXQlighW UedRleQW Rf OcWRbeU aQd Whe gUaSe haUYeVW ɻRRdV Whe VWill-
ePSW\ chXUch; iWV beaPV diVSel Whe ChUiVWiaQ P\VWeU\ Zhich PXVW
haYe half-lighW; I caQ heaU cRckeUelV cURZiQg, aQd Whe VRXQd iV
aVWRQiVhiQg.

AcURVV Whe cRld SaYiQg glideV a black VhaSe, Whe fRldV iQ iWV dUeVV
cRPSleWel\ iPPRbile. A ZidRZ! IW·V a ZidRZ! eYeU\WhiQg abRXW heU
VigQalV iW. AQ XQVSeakabl\ iQViSid, XQVSeakabl\ dUeaU\ SlacidiW\ ɹllV
heU chXbb\ face, VeWWleV aW Whe bRWWRP Rf heU faded cheekV. FaW aQd
VWiʃ, Vhe glideV QRiVeleVVl\. SXUel\ QRWhiQg haV eYeU diVWXUbed WhiV
VWagQaWiQg SlacidiW\. SXUel\ Vhe ZaV bRUQ a ZidRZ. The\ Va\ Vhe iV
YeU\ gRRd WR Whe chXUch; Vhe cRPeV WR VZeeS iW, WeQdiQg WR Whe
decRUaWiRQV, UeSlaciQg Whe d\iQg ɻRZeUV ZiWh aUPfXlV Rf fUeVh RQeV;
Vhe iV iQWR[icaWed ZiWh heU RZQ hXPiliW\ aQd Velf-eʃacePeQW; Vhe
SickV XS Whe UXbbiVh ZiWh heU baUe haQdV; Vhe iV Whe haQdPaideQ Rf
WhiV hRl\ hRXVe ² bXW XQdeU heU falVel\ SiRXV PRdeVW\ ZhaW SUide
lieV hiddeQ!

A VXddeQ ɻighW Rf VSaUURZV aQd SigeRQV, a lRXd VcXʀiQg Rf chaiUV
aQd beQcheV; Whe claWWeU Rf clRgV RQ Whe VWRQe ɻRRU. HaQdV aUe
diSSed iQWR Whe fRQW aQd cheVWV aUe hXUUiedl\ cURVVed. ¶ReligiRQ· iV
abRXW WR aWWePSW WR ¶Ue-liQk· all WhiV diVSaUaWe hXPaQ PaWeUial iQWR a



cRPPXQiW\: Rld ZRPeQ eQYelRSed iQ Whe black VhURXd Rf WheiU
capXleW,5 Vl\, iPSaWieQW XUchiQV, VhRSkeeSeUV· daXghWeUV ZhR haYe
cRPe WR VhRZ Rʃ WheiU SXQda\ dUeVVeV, RQe RU WZR PeQ. OQ RQe
Vide, Whe gXild Rf ZRPeQ. OQ Whe RWheU, faUWheU back, QeaUeU Whe
dRRU, Whe PeQ. The\ aUe Whe laVW WR cRPe aQd Whe ɹUVW WR leaYe. BXW
QeYeUWheleVV Whe\ cRPe, Whe\ aUe WheUe, hRldiQg WheiU beUeWV URlled
XS iQ WheiU haQdV.

HRZ PaQ\ SeRSle heUe aUe geQXiQe belieYeUV, QRW VaWiVɹed ZiWh
geVWXUeV bXW aUdeQWl\ gUaVSiQg WheiU faiWh aV aQ objecW? ThiV \RXQg
giUl, SeUhaSV, heU ZhRle bRd\ WeQVed aQd beQW fRUZaUd RQ heU chaiU,
ga]iQg VSellbRXQd RQ Whe gUeaW ChUiVW, hiV SiQk bRd\ VWaiQed ZiWh
Whe blRRd Rf hiV ZRXQdV? TheUe iV VRPeWhiQg diVWUaXghW abRXW heU
e\eV Zhich cRQWUaVWV ZiWh Whe SeacefXlQeVV, Whe alUead\ XQXWWeUabl\
bRUed SeacefXlQeVV, Rf heU face. SRPeRQe elVe cXW RXW WR be a ZidRZ,
RU aQ eWeUQal YiUgiQ? WiWh ZhaW VacUiɹceV iV Vhe SXUchaViQg WhiV
Seace Rf Whe WUXe belieYeU, iQQRceQWl\ cRQɹdeQW iQ aQ eaUWhl\ aQd
heaYeQl\ fXWXUe, a liWWle VRXl iQ Whe aUPV Rf Whe FaWheU, a liWWle laPb
beQeaWh Whe VheSheUd·V cURRk? CRQWePSWible, XQfRXghW-fRU Seace;
ZhaWeYeU deSUiYaWiRQV aQd cRQɻicWV Pa\ e[iVW, Whe\ aUe Slacidl\
igQRUed, diVdaiQed; childiVhQeVV iV SURlRQged, cXlWiYaWed eYeQ ² a
SUePaWXUe aQQihilaWiRQ; I UecRgQi]e \RX, deVSicable Seace Rf P\
childhRRd! BXW ZhaW WRUPeQWV iW WakeV jXVW WR be fUee, jXVW WR deVWUR\
WheVe aVheV! The\ Va\ WhaW Whe WUXe belieYeU PXVW alZa\V e[SeUieQce
cRQɻicW, WhaW faiWh iV bRUQ Rf aQgXiVh. BXW ZhaW aQgXiVh? YeV, Pa\be
Whe aQgXiVh Zhich lieV bRgged dRZQ aQd URWWiQg iQ iWV RZQ
SeacefXlQeVV, ZheUe Whe deeSeVW ¶deSUiYaWiRQV· aUe iQdiVWiQgXiVhable
fURP P\VWical ceUWaiQWieV! AQd \eW VXUel\ Whe\ kQRZ WhaW ZheQ iW
becRPeV cleaU WhaW faiWh dReV QRW eYeQ e[iVW, WhaW iW iV aQ illXViRQ,
WhaW WheUe iV QRWhiQg WR haYe faiWh iQ, WhaW WheUe iV RQl\ QRWhiQgQeVV,
WheQ aQgXiVh iV bRUQ iQ iWV Slace; aQd WhaW RQce faiWh iV gRQe iW leaYeV
Whe blRRd cRQWaPiQaWed ZiWh QRWhiQgQeVV. TheQ aQ\RQe ZhR haV
beeQ alieQaWed aQd dehXPaQi]ed b\ hiV childhRRd faiWh Zill begiQ a
deVSeUaWe TXeVW fRU a SaWhZa\, a liQk ZiWh life; bXW hiV lRVW illXViRQV
VWill RbVeVV hiP; hiV Qeed fRU faiWh ɹllV hiP ZiWh aQgXiVh, aQd he
WUieV iQ YaiQ WR keeS RQ belieYiQg. WhaW a Sack Rf lieV: iW iV faiWh



Zhich SURdXceV aQgXiVh, like a SaiQfXl VcaU, QRWhiQgQeVV
acWiYaWed¬«

MaVV begiQV, PXQdaQe, UedXced WR iWV baUe eVVeQWialV, ZiWh QR
gUaQd RUgaQ, caQRQ·V kiVV RU SlXPed YeUgeU.

BaVicall\, WhiV CaWhRlic MaVV UeYiYeV Whe RldeVW fRUP Rf dUaPaWic
aUW, WUaged\: aQ aXdieQce Zhich SaUWiciSaWeV iQ Whe acWiRQ, a chRiU
Zhich UeVSRQdV WR Whe SURWagRQiVW, ZhR cRQjXUeV XS Whe fRXQdeU Rf
Whe cRPPXQiW\, hiV life, hiV deVWiQ\ aQd Whe iQeYiWable caWaVWURShe,
Whe VacUiɹce aQd deaWh Rf Whe heUR. IQ Whe ceUePRQ\, Whe heUR cRPeV
back WR life aQd Whe SaUWiciSaQWV ideQWif\ ZiWh hiP; WhURXgh hiP Whe\
caQ UefRUP a cRPPXQiW\ Zhich iV bRWh cRVPic aQd hXPaQ.

IQ a VeQVe Whe CaWhRlic PRdel WXUQV RXW WR be UicheU, PRUe
cRPSle[ WhaQ WUaged\. WhaW a SReWic dUaPa, ZheUe aQ\RQe
ZaWchiQg ZhR iV QRW iQVeQViWiYe RU iPPXQe iV challeQged, gUiSSed if
RQl\ b\ Whe VW\le aQd ɻRZ Rf iPageU\ ² fRUced WR SaUWiciSaWe, dUaZQ
RQ b\ Whe VeQVeV eYeQ iQWR Whe UealP Rf WheRlRgical PeaQiQgV! AQd
heUe iQ WhiV cRXQWU\ chXUch WheUe iV QRW eYeQ PXVic, QRU Whe
PagQiɹceQce aQd P\VWiTXe Rf VWaiQed glaVV aQd VXPSWXRXV
ceUePRQ\. WhaW a cRPbiQaWiRQ ² Whe aUW Rf faVciQaWiRQ aQd Whe aUW Rf
cRQWURl! AQd XQWil QRZ WheUe haV beeQ QRWhiQg WR cRPSaUe ZiWh iWV
YeUVaWiliW\. MaVV fRU PaUUiage, MaVV fRU Whe dead, MaVV fRU VRldieUV
aQd MaVV WR bleVV Whe cRPiQg baWWle, High MaVV iQ caWhedUalV (aQd
RQe da\ I Zill deVcUibe a caWhedUal, iQ PiQXWe deWail «), LRZ MaVV
iQ VXbXUbaQ aQd Yillage chXUcheV¬ «¬ YeV, ZheUeYeU VRPeWhiQg Rf
PaQ iV bRUQ RU dieV, ZheUeYeU WheUe iV VRPeWhiQg YXlQeUable, like a
child, like lRYe, RU VRPeWhiQg WhUeaWeQed, like a VRldieU, like a
SeaVaQW, WheUe Zill Whe diYiQe WUaged\ be acWed RXW. A beQch aQd aQ
XSWXUQed cUaWe Pake aV gRRd a VWage aV Whe PRVW e[WUaYagaQW PaUble
alWaU.

OQ Whe RWheU haQd, Whe SaWhRV iV leVV WhaQ iQ high WUaged\, aQd
leVV SeUceSWible. DeVSiWe Whe VcRSe Rf Whe VXbjecW, Whe dUaPa iV faU
fURP SeUfecW. TRR PaQ\ abVWUacWiRQV haYe had WR be iQclXded, WRR
PaQ\ V\PbRlV Siled RQe XSRQ Whe RWheU, WRR PaQ\ geVWXUeV fRU WheiU
RZQ Vake. The fall iQ TXaliW\ iV iQeYiWable! IQ Whe ɹUVW Slace Whe
fRUeigQ laQgXage,6 Zhile helSiQg WR UeiQfRUce Whe P\VWeU\, liPiWV Whe
QXPbeU Rf dUaPaWic eʃecWV aYailable (iW iV WUXe WhaW Whe VeUPRQ iQ



FUeQch cRPeV jXVW aW Whe UighW WiPe WR cRPSeQVaWe fRU WhiV). The
Uh\WhP iV VlRZ. The aXdieQce iV bRUed WR WeaUV b\ Whe UeVSecWfXl
abVWUacWiRQ Rf iW all. ReligiRQ Zill eQd iQ bRUedRP; aQd WR RʃeU
bRUedRP WR Whe LRUd iV haUdl\ a liYiQg VacUiɹce. (YeW aV I ZUiWe WheVe
liQeV, I ZRQdeU if I·P QRW PakiQg a cUXde PiVWake. Magic haV alZa\V
gRQe haQd iQ haQd ZiWh ePRWiRQ, hRSe aQd WeUURU, aQd VWill dReV.
BXW aUe WheUe VXch WhiQgV aV UeligiRXV ¶ePRWiRQV·? PURbabl\ QR PRUe
VR WhaQ WheUe iV a ¶SV\chRlRgical VWaWe· ² cRQVciRXVQeVV RU WhRXghW
ZiWhRXW aQ RbjecW ² WhaW cRXld be called ¶faiWh·. TheVe aUe ideRlRgical
ɹcWiRQV. SXUel\ UeligiRQ, like WheRlRg\, PeWaSh\VicV, ceUePRQieV,
acadePic liWeUaWXUe aQd Rɽcial SReWV, haV alZa\V beeQ bRUiQg. ThiV
haV QeYeU beeQ a hiQdUaQce, becaXVe RQe Rf Whe aiPV Rf ¶VSiUiWXal·
diVciSliQe aQd aVceWiciVP haV alZa\V beeQ SUeciVel\ WR diVgXiVe aQd
WR WUaQVɹgXUe WhiV liYiQg bRUedRP «)

The diYiQe WUaged\ iV RYeUladeQ ZiWh UicheV. The jRXUQe\ Whe
VRlePQ ZRUdV aQd geVWXUeV Rf Whe SURWagRQiVW Wake XV RQ iV WRR lRQg.
HeUe WRR, aV iQ Whe chXUch iWVelf, Whe liVWeQeU, hiV VXVSiciRQV aURXVed,
diVcRYeUV Whe VecUeWiRQV, Whe accXPXlaWed VediPeQWV Rf ceQWXUieV. IQ
a PiQXWe Ze Vhall be iQ a PaUkeW VWall iQ Ale[aQdUia, ZheUe VRPe
Zil\ cabbaliVWV aUe diVcXVViQg P\VWical QaPeV aQd eQWiWieV ZiWh a
beaUded JeZ ZhR haV jXVW aUUiYed fURP AWheQV: In iniWio eraW VerbXm
«7 FRU Whe PRPeQW Ze aUe iQ Whe age Rf kiQgV aQd SUiQceV. AUPed
ZiWh WheiU SikeV aQd ZiWh a gUeaW URaU Whe iQfaQWU\ aUe VeWWiQg Rʃ iQ
a clRXd Rf dXVW behiQd Whe ZaU chaUiRWV, ZheelV bUiVWliQg ZiWh VhaUS
bladeV. AQd Whe High PUieVW iQYRkeV Whe diYiQe NaPeV: ¶DeXs, deXs,
SabaoWh « LRUd Rf HRVWV!«· Did JXdiWh PXUPXU WheVe ZRUdV aV Vhe
caUUied aZa\ HRlRfeUQeV·V head iQ heU bag, hiV e\eV clRVed iQ Whe
YRlXSWXRXVQeVV Rf deaWh? YeV, GRd ZaV alZa\V RQ Whe Vide Rf Whe
VWURQgeVW, ViQce YicWRU\ SURYed ZhRVe Vide GRd ZaV RQ, aQd defeaW
ZaV e[SlaiQed aV Whe ZageV Rf HiV WUaWh. HRZ childiVh, ViPSle aQd
SURfRXQd diYiQe P\VWiɹcaWiRQ iV! LRUd Rf HRVWV, LRUd Rf AUPieV! BXW
ZhaW aUPieV, aQd aUPed ZiWh ZhaW aUPV?« BXW hXVh! We PXVWQ·W
be ɻiSSaQW. Pa\ aWWeQWiRQ.

InWroibo ad alWare Dei, qXi laeWiɹcaW jXYenWXWem meam. WhaW
PagQiɹceQW SReWU\. ¶The GRd ZhR PakeV P\ \RXWh UejRice.· Reall\
PRYiQg, Ueall\ VSleQdid, iVQ·W iW, WhiV PaUUiage Rf \RXWh aQd eWeUQiW\!



DReVQ·W aQ\RQe heUe WhiQk abRXW Whe \RXQg SeRSle ZhR haYe beeQ
bXUdeQed, VickeQed, SRiVRQed, b\ Whe ShilWUe Rf Whe abVRlXWe, Whe
YeQRP Rf ViQ aQd Whe \eaUQiQg fRU Whe dUeaU\ Seace Rf iQQRceQce?
WhaW caQ WheVe ZRUdV PeaQ WR WheVe SeRSle? HaYe Whe\ diVcRYeUed
hRZ WR aYRid PeQWal WRUWXUe? CaQ I haYe beeQ Whe laVW Rf Whe
faiWhfXl?

I PXVWQ·W geW aQQR\ed. I PeUel\ ZaQW WR XQdeUVWaQd ¶WheiU· VecUeWV.
EW VerbXm Caro facWXm esW. MRUe abVWUacWiRQV, PRUe V\PbRlV, bXW WhiV
WiPe ZiWh Whe faVciQaWiQg iQfRUPaWiRQ WhaW Whe\ aUe QRZ PeUged
ZiWh life. The WRUd, Whe P\VWeUiRXV, hRl\, Pagic WRUd Rf WRUdV, iV
Pade ɻeVh! DReV WhaW PeaQ WhaW VSeech WakeV Whe fRUP Rf a WRQgXe,
RU a PRXWh?

Ma\be.
AQd QRZ Whe SUieVW WXUQV WRZaUdV Whe aXdieQce aQd begiQV PakiQg

gUaQdeU geVWXUeV. He iV ageleVV, \RXQg UaWheU WhaQ Rld; Whe VRQ Rf a
SeaVaQW, RQe caQ Well fURP hiV face; a VlighW ɹgXUe iQ a WighW black
URbe, bXW aPSliɹed b\ Whe alb aQd VXUSlice; a lRQg, Sale
cRXQWeQaQce, bRQ\ aQd blXiVh ZiWh beaUd; a Vh\ PaQ, ZiWh liWWle
aXWhRUiW\ iQ Whe Yillage. The\ Va\ he haV a Zeak cheVW, aQd WhaW he·V
XQdeU hiV ViVWeU·V WhXPb. BXW heUe he iV aQRWheU PaQ; he becRPeV
aVVXUed, iPSRViQg. AlPRVW WRR PXch VR: VRPe Rf hiV geVWXUeV VeeP WR
be lifWiQg VRPe eQRUPRXV bXW PeaQiQgleVV ZeighW XS WRZaUdV
heaYeQ, aQd iW·V UaWheU cRPical.

NRZ Whe PRPeQW fRU Whe hRl\ Peal haV cRPe. TiPe RQce PRUe fRU
Whe PRVW YeQeUable Rf WheVe UiWXalV. Will Whe bUead aQd ZiQe
UeaQiPaWe Whe faiWhfXl RQce agaiQ, UeVWRUiQg WheiU RQeQeVV ZiWh
QaWXUe aQd hXPaQiW\? BXW hRZ cRld iW all iV, aQd hRZ dUied XS!
WheUe·V Whe jR\? WheUe aUe Whe RYeUɻRZiQg cXSV aQd Whe hXge,
cRQVecUaWed lRaYeV Rf bUead? OQl\ Whe SUieVW geWV WR eaW aQd dUiQk,
cRQVXPiQg Whe SUiQciSleV Rf life iQ Whe fRUP Rf Whe WZR baVicV, bUead
aQd ZiQe. TheQ, WR a cRXSle Rf Rld ZRPeQ iQ black aQd Whe P\VWical
\RXQg giUl, he Zill haQd RXW aQ iQViSid V\PbRl Rf iQɹQiW\¬«

SR WhiV iV ZhaW Whe hRl\ Peal haV beeQ UedXced WR: WRUQ aZa\ fURP
cRPPXQiW\ WR be accRPSliVhed b\ WhRVe ZhR PediaWe beWZeeQ XV
aQd Whe abVRlXWe ² WRUQ aZa\ fURP Whe life Rf Whe VeQVeV aQd fURP
Ueal feVWiYiW\ WR becRPe V\PbRlic, abVWUacW, diVWaQW. TUaQVfeUUed



eQWiUel\ WR aQRWheU SlaQe ² a VSiUiWXal aQd ¶iQWeUiRU· SlaQe,
aSSaUeQWl\. BXW ZheUe iV Whe hXPaQ cRPPXQiW\ fRU WheVe SeRSle iQ
black I Vee ɹliQg back WR WheiU VeaWV, WheiU e\eV half-clRVed, WheiU
haQdV claVSed SiRXVl\ WRgeWheU, abVRUbed iQ Whe dUeaUiQeVV Rf ZhaW
WheiU PRXWhV aQd WheiU VRXlV haYe jXVW WaVWed? A caUicaWXUe Rf a
cRPPXQiW\! PURfRXQd? IQQeU? NR! TheVe dehXPaQi]ed beiQgV aUe
Velf-abVRUbed fURP Whe PRPeQW Whe\ aUe bRUQ WR Whe PRPeQW Whe\
die, aQd Whe RQl\ cRPPXQiW\ Whe\ kQRZ iV ɹcWiWiRXV aQd abVWUacW.

I UePePbeU a WiPe ZheQ I haWed WheP becaXVe I VWill lRYed WheP.
M\ adRleVceQce ZaV dUaZiQg WR a clRVe ² aQ adRleVceQce Zhich had
liYed WhURXgh PRUe WhaQ RQe VeaVRQ iQ hell. HaWchiQg ɹeQdiVh SlaQV
Rf UeYeQge, I cRQWiQXed gRiQg WR chXUch aQd Pi[iQg ZiWh SUieVWV.
EYeQ Whe PRVW WeUUible acWV Rf YiRleQce VeePed WRR WaPe, WRR ViPSle.
M\ fUieQdV Pade dR ZiWh YaUiRXV VPall VacUilegiRXV geVWXUeV Zhich
WR Pe VeePed PeaQiQgleVV (iW ZaV Whe WiPe ZheQ BUeWRQ Wied a
cUXciɹ[ WR Whe laYaWRU\ chaiQ iQ hiV WRileW aQd WhRXghW he ZaV
e[WeUPiQaWiQg ChUiVWiaQiW\). I WhRXghW abRXW YaVWeU ² bXW QR leVV
QawYe ² YeQWXUeV. I VWXdied Whe hiVWRU\ Rf Whe ChXUch iQ Whe hRSe Rf
feUUeWiQg RXW a YiQWage heUeV\ I cRXld UeVXUUecW, aQ iQdeVWUXcWible,
iQdigeVWible heUeV\ ZiWh Zhich WR WRUSedR Whe ChXUch. JaQVeQ·V? TRR
dU\, WRR WeUUibl\ eighWeeQWh-ceQWXU\ SeWW\ bRXUgeRiV, aQd aV faU aV
bRUedRP gReV, hiV AXgXsWinXs beaWV eYeQ Whe SXmma Theologiae.8
OQl\ RQe heUeV\ aSSealed WR Pe. EYeU\RQe caQ Vee fRU WhePVelYeV
hRZ faU Whe HRl\ GhRVW iV abVeQW fURP Whe ChXUch; iW aSSeaUV RQl\ iQ
Whe dXbiRXV VhaSe Rf a SigeRQ, RU aV aQ e[celleQW WeacheU Rf PRdeUQ
laQgXageV. SR I VWaUWed SlaQQiQg a UeYiYal Rf Whe cXlW Rf Whe HRl\
GhRVW, PakiQg iW aV PXch a liYiQg SUeVeQce aV Whe RWheU SeUVRQaliWieV
iQ Whe HRl\ TUiQiW\. I ZaQWed WR VhRZ WhaW Whe iQcaUQaWiRQ Rf Whe SRQ
ZaV QRW eQRXgh WR VaYe Whe ZRUld (Zhich iV RbYiRXV), aQd WR
SURclaiP Whe iPPiQeQW aUUiYal aQd iQcaUQaWiRQ Rf Whe HRl\ GhRVW. AV
a SURSheW Rf Whe HRl\ GhRVW, I ZRXld haYe caUUied P\ aUdeQW
SUedicWiRQ iQWR Whe YeU\ bRVRP Rf Whe ChXUch, iQ Whe QaPe Rf a
QeglecWed dRgPa. I ZRXld haYe Said aQ\WhiQg ² Pade aQ\ ¶VacUiɹce·
² iQ RUdeU WR VSUead WhiV heUeV\, aQd Whe beVW Rf iW ZaV WhaW I didQ·W
eYeQ belieYe iQ iW! I ZaQWed UeYeQge VR PXch, I ZRXld eYeQ haYe
beeQ ZilliQg WR becRPe a PaUW\U.



OQe ɹQe da\, iQ aQ eʃRUW WR WhiQk cleaUl\ Zhich fURP WhiV diVWaQce
Pa\ VeeP facile, eYeQ cRPical, I XQdeUVWRRd WhaW P\ ZhRle VaWaQic
YeQWXUe ZaV jXVW aQRWheU Za\ Rf perpeWXaWing m\sWical Whemes; WhaW b\
gRiQg iQ WhaW diUecWiRQ I ZaV ViPSl\ a fXWXUe SURdigal VRQ ² a PaQ iQ
deVSaiU ² RQe Rf Whe laVW belieYeUV ² WhaW I hadQ·W Ueali]ed jXVW hRZ
e[WUaRUdiQaUil\ QawYe Whe ZhRle SlaQ ZaV (iW ZaVQ·W aV WhRXgh Whe
ChXUch had QeYeU beeQ aWWacked befRUe!)« aQd jXVW hRZ clerical P\
ɹeQdiVh VchePe Ueall\ ZaV!

SR fRU a liWWle Zhile I adRSWed RQe Rf NieW]Vche·V gUeaW YiViRQaU\
WheRUieV. DiRQ\ViXV ² Whe liYiQg cRVPRV ² iV bRUQ aQd dieV iQ RUdeU WR
be UebRUQ. The EWeUQal RecXUUeQce, Whe GUeaW YeaU, Whe SeUiRdic
ReWXUQ Rf WhiQgV, Zhich VR PaQ\ ZiVe PeQ aQd ShilRVRSheUV haYe
VeQVed aUe QRW aQd caQQRW be ViPSl\ a dU\, fUigid WheRU\. The
XQiYeUVe, Whe WhRle, iV a gRd ZhR becRPeV aQd accedeV WR
cRQVciRXVQeVV ZiWhiQ PaQ; he iV a WhRle, bXW diVPePbeUed iQWR
fUagPeQWV Zhich alVR like hiP kQRZ VXʃeUiQg aQd jR\. ThURXgh Whe
WRUPeQWV Rf hiV cRVPic jRXUQe\, WhURXgh Whe WRUWXUeV Rf hXPaQ
cRQVciRXVQeVV, hiV eWeUQal deVWiQ\ PRYeV RQ ZiWh each QeZ c\cle
WRZaUdV Whe jR\ Rf VXSUePe cRQVciRXVQeVV, aQd aW Whe VaPe WiPe
WRZaUdV Whe WUagic caWaVWURShe, Whe deaWh Rf Whe SlaQeWV aQd Whe
VWaUV, Whe QeZ ice age RU Whe gigaQWic aWRPic caWacl\VP. The gRd·V
deVWiQ\ iV accRPSliVhed; aQd becaXVe Whe gRd ² cUeaWiYe eQeUg\ ²
caQQRW eQd, he iV UebRUQ; he VWaUWV agaiQ. SSUiQg Rf VSUiQgWiPeV aQd
eYeUlaVWiQg jR\. SXQUiVe, iPPeQVe SURceVViRQ Rf UeVXUUecWiRQV,
aVceQViRQ Rf life, aQd alVR SaiQ, iPPRUWal deaWh Rf all fRUPV aQd all
SaVW PRPeQWV, ZiQWeUV aQd Rld age, caWacl\VPV aQd PaVVacUeV, a
billiRQ WUagedieV iQ Whe cRVPic TUaged\¬«

SiQce Whe VXʃeUiQgV Rf DiRQ\ViXV cRXld be ideQWiɹed ZiWh ChUiVW
RQ Whe cURVV, ViQce all Whe V\PbRlV Rf aUW aQd UeligiRQ PXVW Wake RQ a
QeZ PeaQiQg iQ DiRQ\ViXV, I dUeaPW Rf a WRWal celebUaWiRQ, a MaVV
aQd a WUaged\, iQWeQVe aQd abVRlXWe, e[WUaRUdiQaUil\ SReWic aQd
SRZeUfXll\ dUaPaWic, Zhich ZRXld UejRice iQ Whe WUagic deVWiQ\ Rf
NaWXUe, ɹQiWe aQd iQɹQiWe, diYiQe aQd hXPaQ, jR\fXl aQd
haUURZiQg!« ZaUaWhXVWUa ZRXld haYe beeQ PeUel\ Whe SURSheW aQd
Whe heUald Rf WhiV VXSeUhXPaQ CelebUaWiRQ, WhiV RʃeUiQg aQd
VXSUePe VacUiɹce Rf PaQ WR Whe abVRlXWe!«



SXch aUe Whe diɽcXlWieV Ze face ZheQ Ze WU\ WR libeUaWe RXUVelYeV
fURP P\VWiTXeV, fURP RXU SUedilecWiRQ fRU illXVRU\ gUeaWQeVV, fRU Velf-
eʃacePeQW, fRU Whe VacUiɹce Rf PaQ¬ «¬ The cUXelleVW aQd PRVW
UigRURXV Rf Velf-e[aPiQaWiRQV Zill alZa\V XQeaUWh VRPe hiddeQ
Uadicle Rf alieQaWiRQ, Rf Whe SeUYeUVe SleaVXUe alieQaWiRQ Rf Whe Velf
aʃRUdV!«

TR cRQclXde WheVe QRWeV, I ZRXld like WR VXP XS bUieɻ\ ZhaW
dialecWical PeWhRd caQ bUiQg WR VXch chaRV:

(a) IW alloZs Xs Wo Ue-eVWabliVh order and reason in ideas

UViQg MaU[iVW PeWhRd, eYeU\ cXlWiYaWed aQd WUXl\ ¶PRdeUQ· PaQ Zill
VRRQ be able WR lRRk aW Whe iUkVRPe aQd iQcRPSUeheQVible PXPbR-
jXPbR Rf RXU WRZQV aQd YillageV, RXU chXUcheV aQd RXU ZRUkV Rf aUW,
aQd Uead WheP RXW lRXd, like aQ RSeQ bRRk.

(b) Mar[isW meWhod enables Xs Wo XndersWand Whe ¶secreWs·, Whe obscXre
aspecWs of Whe ¶social m\sWer\· and of hisWor\

ThXV CaWhRliciVP aSSeaUV iQ iWV hiVWRUical WUXWh aV a ¶PRYePeQW·
UaWheU WhaQ a dRcWUiQe, a YaVW PRYePeQW, WhRURXghl\ Vkilled iQ Whe
aUW Rf aVViPilaWiRQ, Zhich QeYeU cUeaWeV aQ\WhiQg QeZ bXW iQ Zhich
QRWhiQg iV eYeU lRVW, SaUWicXlaUl\ Whe RldeVW aQd PRVW WeQaciRXV
P\WhV, Zhich fRU YaUiRXV UeaVRQV gR RQ beiQg acceSWed RU beiQg VeeQ
aV acceSWable b\ Whe YaVW PajRUiW\ (agUaUiaQ P\WhV).

The P\VWif\iQg Vkill Rf WhiV ¶PRYePeQW· caQ be PeaVXUed b\ Whe
facW WhaW iW haV beeQ able WR diVgXiVe iWVelf aV a Uigid dRgPaWiVP. IQ
facW iW iV e[acWl\ Whe RSSRViWe (like a cUafW\ child ZhR VlideV alRQg
Zhile iQViVWiQg he iV ViWWiQg VWill). AQd WhiV diVgXiVe iV a cRYeU fRU iWV
SUeVV-gaQg WacWicV. AQ\RQe ZhR cUiWici]eV ¶CaWhRlic dRgPaWiVP· iQ
Whe QaPe Rf fUee-WhiQkiQg aQd iQdeSeQdeQW iQdiYidXaliW\ iV beiQg
UidicXlRXVl\ QawYe.

ThiV PRYePeQW WaSV hXPaQ ZeakQeVV aQd helSleVVQeVV; WR be
abVRlXWel\ e[acW, iW ¶caSiWali]eV· RQ WheP. WheUe dReV iW geW iWV
XQiYeUValiW\ fURP? FURP iWV abiliW\ WR liYe ZiWh all Whe P\WhV aQd



UiWXalV iW haV WakeQ fURP Whe YaUiRXV VRcial fRUPaWiRQV, WR
VXSeUiPSRVe WheP aQd RYeUdeWeUPiQe WheP, aQd WR chXUQ WheP back
iQ Whe gXiVe Rf dRcWUiQal ¶UigRXU·.

ThiV XQVWUXcWXUed V\QcUeWiVP haV beeQ ZRUkiQg XQceaViQgl\ ViQce
Whe deaWh Rf ChUiVW XS XQWil Whe SUeVeQW da\, aQd iW iV RbYiRXVl\ Whe
ChXUch, iQ iWV URle aV a VRcial aQd poliWical RUgaQiVP, Zhich SURSV iW
XS.

(c) The problem of Whe HXman cannoW be resolYed b\ inYenWing neZ
riWXals, be Whe\ spiriWXal or maWerial, m\sWical or aesWheWic, pXblic or
priYaWe

ThaW SaWh (Zhich iV Whe RQe QeaUl\ all RXU ShilRVRSheUV aQd PeQ Rf
leWWeUV haYe fRllRZed) iV Whe SaWh Rf ¶alieQaWiRQ·.

The ChXUch haV WaSSed aQd accXPXlaWed all hXPaQ (RU UaWheU
¶iQhXPaQ·) alieQaWiRQ.

IWV SRZeU cRPeV fURP Whe facW WhaW iW peneWraWes eYer\da\ life. OQ
Whe RQe haQd iW haV cUeaWed a dehXPaQi]ed ceUePRQial, aQ Rɽcial
PagQiɹceQce, aQ e[WUa-QaWiRQal SWaWe, aQ abVWUacW WheRU\; RQ Whe
RWheU, iW haV SURdXced aQ e[WUePel\ VXbWle aQd SUeciVe SV\chRlRgical
aQd PRUal WechQiTXe.

IQ eYeU\ acW Rf RQe·V iPPediaWe life, QR PaWWeU hRZ iQVigQiɹcaQW,
UeligiRQ caQ be SUeVeQW: iQ Whe ¶iQWeUQali]ed· fRUP Rf a UiWXal RU iQ Whe
e[WeUQal fRUP Rf Whe SUieVW ZhR liVWeQV, XQdeUVWaQdV, adYiVeV,
UeSUiPaQdV RU ¶SaUdRQV·.

PaVW UeligiRQ aQd SaVW PRUal dRcWUiQeV (Zhich deeS dRZQ aUe
alZa\V UeligiRXV) Well XV ZhaW Ze mXsW do (accRUdiQg WR WheP) iQ aQ
eYeU\da\ life Zhich VeePV all Whe PRUe deUelicW, XQceUWaiQ aQd
hXPiliaWed fRU Whe facW WhaW Whe life Rf Whe PiQd, Rf kQRZledge, Rf
aUW, Rf Whe SWaWe, iV geWWiQg PRUe aQd PRUe YaVW, PRUe ¶eleYaWed· aQd
PRUe UiWXali]ed.

We VSeQd each da\ Rf RXU liYeV cUaZliQg alRQg aW gURXQd leYel,
Zhile Whe ¶VXSeUiRU· PRPeQWV ɻ\ aZa\ iQWR Whe faU UeacheV Rf Whe
VWUaWRVSheUe. ReligiRQ ¶VQRZballV· aV a UeVXlW Rf all Whe SUacWical
helSleVVQeVV Rf hXPaQ beiQgV, cRQVWiWXWiQg aQ iPPeQVe RbVWacle; iW



iV WheUe iQ life·V PRVW iQɹQiWeViPal deWail, kQRZiQg Whe ZeakQeVVeV
aQd SURYRkiQg WheP, bUeaWhiQg iQ Whe SRViWiYe VXbVWaQce Rf eYeU\da\
life aQd concenWraWing iWs negaWiYe aspecWs. AW each eYeU\da\ eYeQW, aW
each ePRWiYe, diVWXUbiQg PRPeQW ZheQ VRPeWhiQg begiQV RU ZheQ
VRPeWhiQg eQdV, UeligiRQ Zill UaiVe iWV head; iW UeaVVXUeV, cRQVRleV,
aQd abRYe all VXSSlieV aQ aWWiWXde, a Za\ WR behaYe. IW WellV XV ZhaW
Ze PXVW dR (iQ iWV YieZ ² bXW XQWil QRZ QR RQe haV RʃeUed aQ
alWeUQaWiYe) ZheQ faced ZiWh deaWh RU biUWh. IW SURYideV a
ceUePRQial; iW UelieYeV SeRSle QRW RQl\ Rf Whe ePbaUUaVVPeQW Rf QRW
kQRZiQg ZhaW WR dR aQd ZhaW WR Va\, bXW alVR Rf Whe feaU aQd
UePRUVe WheiU ePbaUUaVVPeQW SURdXceV (aV WhRXgh all PiVfRUWXQeV,
SaVW, SUeVeQW RU fXWXUe, ZeUe iQ aQ\ Za\ WheiU faXlW). IW giYeV
eYeU\RQe Whe iPSUeVViRQ Rf dRiQg VRPeWhiQg. The UiWXal geVWXUe
ZheQ a fXQeUal SURceVViRQ gReV b\, ZRUdV Rf iQVXlW, aQ ¶A-DieX·
ZheQ Ze SaUW, a ZiVh, a SURSiWiRXV ShUaVe Rf gUeeWiQg RU WhaQkV ² all
VXch eYeU\da\ aWWiWXdeV VWill cRPe dRZQ WR XV fURP Pagic aQd
UeligiRQ; Whe\ aUe Ueall\ UeligiRXV, RU SRWeQWiall\ VR. AQd WhaW iV
ZheUe iQ Whe eQd Whe VecUeW Rf UeligiRQ·V VWUeQgWh lieV.

IQ WhiV Za\ Whe illXViRQ b\ Zhich UeligiRQ deceiYeV XV (WhaW YaiQ
aQd eYeU-bURkeQ SURPiVe Rf cRPPXQiW\, Rf Whe SRZeU WR acW) WeQdV
WR be bRUQ agaiQ ZiWh eYeU\ acWiRQ iQ RXU eYeU\da\ liYeV. E[acWl\ aV,
RQ aQRWheU leYel, ecRQRPic feWiVhiVP iV UeaQiPaWed eYeU\ ViQgle WiPe
aQ iQdiYidXal, XQaZaUe Rf Whe VRcial VWUXcWXUe, XVeV a cRiQ RU a QRWe
WR bX\ Whe SURdXcW Rf hXPaQ labRXU, WUaQVfRUPed iQWR a cRPPRdiW\.

(d) The problem posed b\ Mar[ism is WhXs reYealed in all iWs breadWh

We QRZ kQRZ WhaW MaU[iVP ZaQWV WR WUaQVfRUP Whe ¶ZRUld· (aQd QR
lRQgeU jXVW WR iQWeUSUeW iW). BXW Ze Qeed WR XQdeUVWaQd fXll\ ZhaW Ze
PeaQ b\ Whe WeUP ¶ZRUld·. IW iV QRW ViPSl\ a PaWWeU Rf iQWeQVif\iQg
SURdXcWiRQ, Rf cXlWiYaWiQg QeZ VSaceV, Rf iQdXVWUiali]iQg agUicXlWXUe,
Rf bXildiQg giaQW facWRUieV, Rf chaQgiQg Whe SWaWe aQd WheQ ɹQiVhiQg
RQce aQd fRU all ZiWh WhaW PRQVWeU, ¶Rf all cRld PRQVWeUV Whe cRldeVW·.
TheVe aUe PeUel\ PeaQV WR aQ eQd.



AQd ZhaW iV WhaW eQd? IW iV Whe WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ Rf life iQ iWV
VPalleVW, PRVW eYeU\da\ deWail. The ZRUld iV PaQ·V fXWXUe becaXVe
PaQ iV Whe cUeaWRU Rf hiV ¶ZRUld·. AQd Whe SURbleP iV QRW ViPSl\ WR
chaQge Whe idea Rf PaQ, WR fRXQd Whe idea Rf Whe WoWal man ² QaWXUe
aQd cRQVciRXVQeVV, iQVWiQcW aQd lXcidiW\, SRZeU RYeU WhiQgV aQd RYeU
hiV RZQ SURdXcWV ² aQd WR Slace iW aW Whe aSe[ Rf cXlWXUe. The
SURbleP iV QRW ViPSl\ WR achieYe a dialecWical XQiW\ Rf kQRZledge, WR
bUiQg WRgeWheU Whe UeVXlWV Rf all Whe VcieQceV iQ aQ RUgaQi]ed aQd
UaWiRQal eQc\clRSedic V\VWeP. IW iV QRW ViPSl\ WR fRUP a QeZ W\Se Rf
PeQ RU WR eVWabliVh QeZ geQeUal UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ PeQ.

ThRVe aUe VWill RQl\ PeaQV. The eQd, Whe aiP, iV WR Pake WhRXghW ²
Whe SRZeU Rf PaQ, Whe SaUWiciSaWiRQ iQ aQd Whe cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf WhaW
SRZeU ² iQWeUYeQe iQ life iQ iWV hXPbleVW deWail.

MRUe aPbiWiRXV, PRUe diɽcXlW, PRUe UePRWe WhaQ Whe PeaQV, Whe
aiP iV WR chaQge life, lXcidl\ WR UecUeaWe eYeU\da\ life. ThiV iV Whe
e[acW RSSRViWe Rf Whe aiP aQd Whe eVVeQce Rf UeligiRQ.

B\ UeYealiQg iWV SRViWiYe aQd QegaWiYe dXaliW\, Whe cUiWiTXe Rf
eYeU\da\ life Zill helS WR SRVe aQd UeVRlYe Whe SURbleP Rf life iWVelf.

HXPaQ cXlWXUe aQd cRQVciRXVQeVV iQcRUSRUaWe eYeU\ cRQTXeVW,
eYeU\ SaVW PRPeQW Rf hiVWRU\. IQ cRQWUaVW, UeligiRQ accXmXlaWes all
PaQ·V helSleVVQeVV. IW RʃeUV a cUiWiTXe Rf life; iW iV iWVelf WhaW cUiWiTXe:
a UeacWiRQaU\, deVWUXcWiYe cUiWiTXe. MaU[iVP, Whe cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf
Whe QeZ PaQ aQd Whe QeZ cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf Whe ZRUld, RʃeUV aQ
eʃecWiYe, cRQVWUXcWiYe cUiWiTXe Rf life. AQd MaU[iVP alRQe!«
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What Is Possible

WheQ Whe ZRUld Whe VXQ VhiQeV RQ iV alZa\V QeZ, hRZ cRXld
eYeU\da\ life be fRUeYeU XQchaQgeable, XQchaQgeable iQ iWV
bRUedRP, iWV gUe\QeVV, iWV UeSeWiWiRQ Rf Whe VaPe acWiRQV?

MaQ\ ZhR haYe lRVW faiWh iQ Whe hXPaQ, aQd ZhR geW
h\SRcUiWicall\ ePRWiRQal abRXW Whe ¶iPPePRUial geVWXUeV· Rf
SeaVaQWV, PRWheUV, RU hRXVeZiYeV, WhiQk iW iV¬«

EYeU\da\ life iV QRW XQchaQgeable; iW caQ decliQe, WheUefRUe iW
chaQgeV. AQd PRUeRYeU Whe RQl\ geQXiQe, SURfRXQd hXPaQ chaQgeV
aUe WhRVe Zhich cXW iQWR WhiV VXbVWaQce aQd Pake WheiU PaUk XSRQ
iW.

IW iV faiUl\ eaV\ WR dePRQVWUaWe decliQe XViQg RQe ViPSle,
iPSRUWaQW e[aPSle, life iQ Whe cRXQWU\, becaXVe iQ PaQ\ Za\V Whe
WUaceV Rf ¶aQRWheU life·, a cRPPXQiW\ life, aUe VWill PRUe SeUceSWible
WheUe WhaQ elVeZheUe.

A laWeU iQVWalPeQW Rf Whe SUeVeQW VWXd\ Zill eQdeaYRXU WR deVcUibe
Whe decliQe Rf eYeU\da\ life, RQ iQdXVWUial hRXViQg eVWaWeV, iQ VR-
called ¶PRdeUQ· eYeU\da\ acWiYiW\.

BXW fRU Whe PRPeQW Ze haYe WR cRQVideU aQRWheU facWRU, RQe
Zhich Zill Pake RXU iQYeVWigaWiRQ \eW PRUe cRPSlicaWed. JXVW aV WhiV
decliQe SURceedV WR iWV XlWiPaWe cRQVeTXeQceV, possibiliWies becRPe
PRUe aSSaUeQW, PRUe iPPediaWel\ SeUceSWible, iQ WhiV VSheUe WhaQ
elVeZheUe.



HXPaQ life caQ decliQe aQd iW caQ SURgUeVV. US XQWil QRZ iW haV
fRllRZed WhiV dXal PRYePeQW: RQ Whe RQe haQd, aQd iQ RQe diUecWiRQ,
decliQe; RQ Whe RWheU haQd, aQd iQ aQRWheU diUecWiRQ, SURgUeVV.

Life haV ¶gRW beWWeU·, aQd Ze caQQRW eQWiUel\ diVagUee ZiWh WhRVe
RSWiPiVWV ZhR iQViVW RbVWiQaWel\ WhaW, faYRXUed b\ VRPe XQVSeciɹed
WheRlRgical RU PeWaSh\Vical PURYideQce, Whe hXPaQ VSecieV iV VlRZl\
adYaQciQg like a Zell-dUilled aUP\ alRQg a SUe-RUdaiQed SaWh fURP
baUbaUiVP WR ciYili]aWiRQ. The\ aUe QRW eQWiUel\ ZURQg; aQd likeZiVe
Whe WheRU\ Rf ¶decadeQce· iV jXVW aV PeWaSh\Vical ² aQd jXVW aV
dXbiRXV ² aV Whe RSWiPiVP Rf Whe SaUWiVaQV Rf PURgUeVV, Zhich iW
RSSRVeV. The abVWUacW idea Rf ¶decadeQce· iQ geQeUal cRQcealV a YeU\
Ueal decadeQce, SUeVeQW iQ Whe ZRUld WRda\, albeiW RQl\ PRPeQWaUil\:
Whe decadeQce Rf Whe bRXUgeRiVie.

AQd \eW Whe RSWiPiVWic idea Rf ¶PURgUeVV· lackV ɻe[ibiliW\ aQd
dialecWical XQdeUVWaQdiQg. IW failV WR gUaVS Whe diʃeUeQW aVSecWV Rf
hXPaQ becRPiQg. Up XnWil noZ SURgUeVV haV caUUied ZiWhiQ iWVelf
ceUWaiQ elePeQWV Rf UegUeVViRQ. SSRQWaQeRXV, RbjecWiYe, like a SURceVV
Rf QaWXUe, WhiV ¶SURgUeVV· haV QRW beeQ gXided b\ a ReaVRQ. ThRXghW
haV Ueali]ed WhiV aW a YeU\ laWe VWage; aQd iW iV RQl\ QRZ WhaW eɽcieQW
ReaVRQ iV PakiQg aQ aWWePSW WR SeQeWUaWe iW acWiYel\, WR XQdeUVWaQd
iWV laZV aQd WR WUaQVfRUP iW iQWR a UaWiRQal SURgUeVV ZiWhRXW QegaWiYe
UeSeUcXVViRQV.

HXPaQ life haV SURgUeVVed: PaWeUial SURgUeVV, ¶PRUal· SURgUeVV ²
bXW WhaW iV RQl\ SaUW Rf Whe WUXWh. The deSUiYaWiRQ, Whe alieQaWiRQ Rf
life iV iWV RWheU aVSecW.

IQ UeSl\ WR Whe QawYe WheRUeWiciaQV Rf cRPSleWe, cRQWiQXRXV
SURgUeVV Ze PXVW dePRQVWUaWe iQ SaUWicXlaU Whe decliQe Rf eYeU\da\
life ViQce Whe cRPPXQiW\ Rf AQWiTXiW\, aQd PaQ·V gURZiQg
alieQaWiRQ. We PXVW SUeVeQW a ɹUP aQVZeU WR Whe RRbiQVRQ CUXVRe-
eVTXe id\lliVWV ZhR deQigUaWe Whe SUeVeQW aQd WheRUi]e Whe ¶gRRd Rld
da\V·, b\ dePRQVWUaWiQg Whe SURgUeVV WhaW haV beeQ accRPSliVhed: iQ
kQRZledge aQd iQ cRQVciRXVQeVV, iQ SRZeU RYeU QaWXUe. AbRYe all Ze
PXVW dePRQVWUaWe Whe bUeadWh aQd PagQiɹceQce Rf Whe possibiliWies
Zhich aUe RSeQiQg RXW fRU PaQ; aQd Zhich aUe VR Ueall\ SRVVible, VR
QeaU, VR UaWiRQall\ achieYable (RQce Whe poliWical RbVWacleV aUe
VhaWWeUed) WhaW WhiV SUR[iPiW\ Rf ZhaW iV SRVVible caQ be WakeQ fRU



one of Whe meanings (SaiQfXll\ aQd fUighWeQiQgl\ XQcRQVciRXV) Rf Whe
faPRXV ¶PRdeUQ diVTXieW·, Whe aQgXiVh caXVed b\ ¶e[iVWeQce· aV iW VWill
iV!«

NRZ Whe ViPSleVW, PRVW PXQdaQe eYeQWV caQ VhRZ hRZ ecRQRPic
aQd WechQical ¶SURgUeVV· haV ZRUked.

SeYeUal \eaUV agR a ZRUld-Zide ɹUP Zhich ZaV WU\iQg WR e[WeQd
Whe PaUkeW aQd SXW a UiYal ɹUP RXW Rf bXViQeVV decided WR diVWUibXWe
SaUaɽQ laPSV WR ChiQeVe SeaVaQWV fUee Rf chaUge, Zhile iWV UiYalV,
leVV ¶geQeURXV· RU leVV VhUeZd, ZeQW RQ VelliQg WheP. AQd QRZ iQ
VeYeUal PilliRQ SRYeUW\-VWUickeQ ChiQeVe hRXVehRldV aUWiɹcial lighW
(aQ iPPeQVe SURgUeVV) VhiQeV dRZQ RQ PXdd\ ɻRRUV aQd URWWeQ
PaWWiQg ² becaXVe eYeQ SeaVaQWV ZhR caQQRW aʃRUd WR bX\ a laPS
caQ aʃRUd WR bX\ SaUaɽQ¬«¬The ¶SURgUeVV· caSiWaliVP bUiQgV, like iWV
¶geQeURViW\·, iV jXVW a PeaQV WR aQ eQd: SURɹW.

TR Wake aQ e[aPSle fURP PXch QeaUeU hRPe: iQ FUaQce, iQ Whe
P\UeQeeV, jXVW a VWRQe·V WhURZ fURP daPV aQd SRZeUfXl XlWUa-PRdeUQ
h\dUR-elecWUic iQVWallaWiRQV, WheUe aUe PaQ\ haPleWV, WhRXVaQdV Rf
hRXVeV ZheUe SeaVaQWV liYe alPRVW aV ¶SUiPiWiYe· a life aV Whe
ChiQeVe. The\ haYe QR elecWUic lighW eiWheU. ElVeZheUe, PRUe RU leVV
eYeU\ZheUe, iQ WRZQ aQd cRXQWU\ alike, elecWUic lighW illXPiQaWeV Whe
SeeliQg SlaVWeU Rf VlXPV aQd Whe VRUdid ZallV Rf hRYelV. (AlWhRXgh
eYeQ iQ PaUiV WheUe aUe VWill hRXVeV aQd ɻaWV ZiWhRXW PRdeUQ
lighWiQg.)

MXQdaQe, ZiWhRXW liWeUaU\ iQWeUeVW, aQd Sicked aW UaQdRP fURP aQ
iQɹQiW\ Rf SRVVible eTXall\ VigQiɹcaQW e[aPSleV, WheVe facWV VhRZ
WhaW XS XQWil QRZ ¶SURgUeVV· haV aʃecWed e[iVWiQg VRcial UealiWieV RQl\
VecRQdaUil\, PRdif\iQg WheP aV liWWle aV SRVVible, accRUdiQg WR Whe
VWUicW dicWaWeV Rf caSiWaliVW SURɹWabiliW\. The iPSRUWaQW WhiQg iV WhaW
hXPaQ beiQgV be SURɹWable, QRW WhaW WheiU liYeV be chaQged. AV faU
aV iV SRVVible, caSiWaliVP UeVSecWV Whe SUe-e[iVWiQg VhaSe aQd
cRQWRXUV Rf SeRSle·V liYeV. OQl\ gUXdgiQgl\, VR WR VSeak, dReV iW
bUiQg abRXW aQ\ chaQge. CUiWiciVP Rf caSiWaliVP aV a cRQWUadicWRU\
¶PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ· Zhich iV d\iQg aV a UeVXlW Rf iWV cRQWUadicWiRQV
iV VWUeQgWheQed b\ cUiWiciVP Rf caSiWaliVP aV Whe diVWUibXWRU Rf Whe
ZealWh aQd ¶SURgUeVV· iW haV SURdXced.



AQd VR, cRQVWaQWl\ VWaUiQg XV iQ Whe face, PXQdaQe aQd WheUefRUe
geQeUall\ XQQRWiced ² ZheUeaV iQ Whe fXWXUe iW Zill be VeeQ aV a
chaUacWeUiVWic aQd VcaQdalRXV WUaiW Rf RXU eUa, Whe eUa Rf Whe
decadeQW bRXUgeRiVie ² iV WhiV facW: WhaW life is lagging behind ZhaW is
possible, WhaW iW iV UeWaUded. WhaW iQcUedible backZaUdQeVV. ThiV haV
XS XQWil QRZ beeQ cRQVWaQWl\ iQcUeaViQg; iW SaUallelV Whe gURZiQg
diVSaUiW\ beWZeeQ Whe kQRZledge Rf Whe cRQWePSRUaU\ Sh\ViciVW aQd
WhaW Rf Whe ¶aYeUage· PaQ, RU beWZeeQ WhaW Rf Whe MaU[iVW VRciRlRgiVW
aQd WhaW Rf Whe bRXUgeRiV SRliWiciaQ.

OQce SRiQWed RXW, Whe cRQWUaVW becRPeV VWaggeUiQgl\ RbYiRXV,
bliQdiQg; iW iV WR be fRXQd eYeU\ZheUe, ZhicheYeU Za\ Ze WXUQ, aQd
QeYeU ceaVeV WR aPa]e.

CRPSaUe aQ ¶aYeUage· hRXVe iQ RQe Rf RXU WRZQV, QRW ZiWh aQ
RVWeQWaWiRXV aQd abVXUd Salace, QRU ZiWh VRPe chaUacWeUiVWicall\
gURWeVTXe dZelliQg Rf Whe haXWe bRXUgeRiVie, bXW UaWheU ZiWh a
¶PRdeUQ· iQdXVWUial iQVWallaWiRQ ² a SRZeU VWaWiRQ, fRU e[aPSle. HeUe
Ze ɹQd h\SeU-SUeciVe WechQRlRg\, lighW, aQd a da]]liQg cleaQliQeVV;
SRZeU PeWhRdicall\ cRQdeQVed iQWR VWUicWl\ cRQWRXUed aSSliaQceV.
TheVe PachiQeV aUe VR aPa]iQg iQ Whe Za\ Whe\ cRQceal WheiU
VWUeQgWh beQeaWh aQ aSSaUeQW iPPRbiliW\ WhaW PRUe WhaQ RQe ZUiWeU
haV XVed WheP WR UeVXVciWaWe Whe feeliQg Rf VaQcWiW\, Rf aZe iQ Whe
face Rf ¶SRZeUfXl·, PRWiRQleVV feWiVheV. OQ Whe RWheU haQd, iQ Whe
hRXVe ZheUe deceQW, ¶aYeUage· SeRSle liYe RXW WheiU eYeU\da\ liYeV,
all iV SeWW\, diVRUgaQi]ed; dXVW\ QRRkV aQd cUaQQieV; PeaQ,
SUeWeQWiRXV fXUQiWXUe; SeWW\-bRXUgeRiV kQick-kQackV; Whe VWUicWl\
XVeleVV iV accRPSaQied b\ Whe abVeQce Rf aQ\WhiQg XVefXl ² aQd \eW
Whe cXlW Rf XWiliW\ UeigQV; daUk URRPV; feaWheU dXVWeUV, bURRPV,
caUSeWV Zhich aUe VhakeQ RXW Rf Whe ZiQdRZ¬«

Which iV WR Va\ QRWhiQg Rf ZRUkeUV· lRdgiQgV aQd SeaVaQWV· hRXVeV
ZheUe Whe dRRUVWeS iV a SRRl Rf liTXid PaQXUe!

The SRZeU acTXiUed WhaQkV WR WechQRlRg\ aQd WhRXghW WhXV
UePaiQV RXWVide Rf life, abRYe iW, faU aZa\. AQd, if aVked, YeU\ feZ Rf
WhRVe aʃecWed b\ WheVe ViPSle facWV ZRXld be able WR accRXQW fRU
WheP RU fRU WheiU cRQVeTXeQceV.

LikeZiVe, cRPSaUe aQ RUdiQaU\ VWUeeW, ZiWh iWV liWWle VhRSV, iWV URZV
Rf ZiQdRZV VWUeWchiQg dUeaUil\ alRQg like gUaYeVWRQeV iQ a cePeWeU\,



ZiWh aQ\ PRQXPeQW VcUeaPiQg SRZeU aQd aUURgaQce¬«

IQ WhiV cRXQWU\ WheUe iV a VWUikiQg, VWUideQW cRQWUaVW beWZeeQ Whe aSSeaUaQce Rf WhiQgV aQd
Whe V\PbRlV Rf SRZeU.

IQ WhiV TXieW liWWle WRZQ, WheUe iV QRWhiQg WR Pake XV WhiQk Rf ZaU, Rf Whe WUagic feeliQg
Rf life, Rf Whe Zill WR SRZeU.

BeWZeeQ Whe hRXVeV Rf Whe bRXUgeRiVie, heaY\, aQgXlaU, ZiWh WheiU RUQaPeQWal
VWUXcWXUe, Whe bUee]e iV heaY\ ZiWh a diVWXUbiQg VceQW Rf liQdeQV. IQ Whe QeaUb\ caQal,
WhRXVaQdV Rf fURgV caQ be heaUd cURakiQg iQWeUPiQabl\. PUieVWV VWURll b\, liWWle giUlV,
SUiVRQeUV, baVVeW hRXQdV. IQ a belfU\ daXbed ZiWh gUeeQ aQd gRld, Whe bellV aUe UiQgiQg.
TheUe PXVW be a PiVWake VRPeZheUe iQ WhiV SicWXUe¬«

AQd aW a beQd iQ Whe URad, WhaW PiVWake becRPeV cleaU: a PRQXPeQW WR VRPe YicWRU\ RU
RWheU: a cRQglRPeUaWiRQ Rf VWeel aQd VWRQe, Rf SUedaWRU\ eagleV aQd VhaUS VZRUdV, Rf WaXW
PXVcleV aQd VWXbbRUQ faceV¬«1

ThaW ZaV hRZ PieUUe CRXUWade VaZ GeUPaQ\ jXVW afWeU Whe ZaU.
BXW Whe PiVWake iQ TXeVWiRQ ZaV QRW VSeciɹcall\ GeUPaQ. IW ZaV
XQiYeUVal. A PiVWake WhaW allRZed hXPaQ SRZeU WR becRPe Whe Zill
Rf a feZ PeQ WR hRld SRZeU. ThaW allRZed SRZeU WR be Slaced
RXWVide Rf life, WR be WUaQVSRVed WR Whe leYel Rf SWaWe cRQWURl ² iQ a
ZRUd, WR be alienaWed. AQd iW iV QRW RQl\ iQ GeUPaQ\ WhaW Whe
cRQWUaVW iV VR blaWaQWl\ RbYiRXV beWZeeQ Whe SaiQfXl RU UidicXlRXV
ViWXaWiRQ Rf ¶SUiYaWe· life (eYeQ aPRQg SUiYileged SeRSle) aQd a
SRZeU Zhich RQl\ becRPeV ¶SXblic· iQ abVXUdl\ e[WeUQali]ed fRUPV
aQd PaQifeVWaWiRQV. FacWRUieV WhaW aUe WechQRlRgical PaUYelV (aQd
¶SUiYaWe· SURSeUWieV!) aUe SaUalleled b\ PRQXPeQWV Zhich magicall\
cRQceQWUaWe QRW RQl\ Whe SUeVWige Rf Whe SWaWe aQd Whe SRZeU Rf Whe
UXleUV bXW alVR all Whe aUWiɹcialiW\ Rf ePSW\ celebUaWiRQV, ceUePRQieV
aQd UiWXalV ² QRW WR PeQWiRQ a hRVW Rf P\VWical ideaV, gUaQdiRVe
WheRUieV aQd ¶Rɽcial· abVWUacWiRQV; WheiU RQl\ Ueal SXUSRVe, hRZeYeU,
iV WR SURclaiP, WR e[SUeVV ² aQd iQdeed WR beWUa\ ² Whe ¶Zill WR
SRZeU·. The Zill WR SRZeU? IW iV Ueal SRZeU, VWRleQ fURP Whe
cRPPXQiW\ (iWVelf VPaVhed aQd aWRPi]ed iQWR ¶SUiYaWe· iQdiYidXalV)
aQd WXUQed iQWR SRZeU RYeU PeQ, VeW XS bUXWall\ abRYe PeQ, iQVWead
Rf beiQg SRZeU RYeU WhiQgV. AQd iW iV SUeciVel\ iQWR WhiQgV WhaW iW
ZiVheV WR WUaQVfRUP hXPaQ beiQgV, ¶deSUiYiQg· WheP Rf aQ\ Ueal



cRQVciRXVQeVV, aQd WXUQiQg WheP iQWR ecRQRPic aQd SRliWical WRRlV.
AV life dUagV RQ iQ all iWV ZeakQeVV aQd hXPiliaWiRQ, Whe Zill WR
SRZeU e[SUeVVeV iWVelf iQ WheVe caQceURXV PRQVWURViWieV; WR adPiUe
RQe Rf WheP iV QRW RQl\ VWXSid aQd WaVWeleVV, iW alVR aPRXQWV WR
acTXieVceQce iQ a SRWeQWial hRlRcaXVW.

EYeU\WhiQg gUeaW aQd VSleQdid iV fRXQded RQ SRZeU aQd ZealWh.
The\ aUe Whe baViV Rf beaXW\. ThiV iV Zh\ Whe Uebel aQd Whe aQaUchic
SURWeVWeU ZhR decUieV all Rf hiVWRU\ aQd all Whe ZRUkV Rf SaVW
ceQWXUieV becaXVe he VeeV iQ WheP RQl\ Whe VkillV aQd Whe WhUeaW Rf
dRPiQaWiRQ iV PakiQg a PiVWake. He VeeV alieQaWed fRUPV, bXW QRW
Whe gUeaWQeVV ZiWhiQ. The Uebel caQ RQl\ Vee WR Whe eQd Rf hiV RZQ
¶SUiYaWe· cRQVciRXVQeVV, Zhich he leYelV agaiQVW eYer\Whing hXPaQ,
cRQfXViQg Whe RSSUeVVRUV ZiWh Whe RSSUeVVed PaVVeV, ZhR ZeUe
QeYeUWheleVV Whe baViV aQd Whe PeaQiQg Rf hiVWRU\ aQd SaVW ZRUkV.
CaVWleV, SalaceV, caWhedUalV, fRUWUeVVeV, all VSeak iQ WheiU YaUiRXV
Za\V Rf Whe gUeaWQeVV aQd Whe VWUeQgWh Rf Whe SeRSle ZhR bXilW WheP
aQd agaiQVW ZhRP Whe\ ZeUe bXilW. ThiV Ueal gUeaWQeVV VhiQeV
WhURXgh Whe fake gUaQdeXU Rf UXleUV aQd eQdRZV WheVe bXildiQgV ZiWh
a laVWiQg ¶beaXW\·. The bRXUgeRiVie iV alRQe iQ haYiQg giYeQ iWV
bXildiQgV a ViQgle, RYeU-RbYiRXV PeaQiQg, iPSRYeUiVhed, deSUiYed Rf
UealiW\: WhaW PeaQiQg iV abVWUacW ZealWh aQd bUXWal dRPiQaWiRQ; WhaW
iV Zh\ iW haV VXcceeded iQ SURdXciQg SeUfecW XgliQeVV aQd SeUfecW
YXlgaUiW\. The PaQ ZhR deQigUaWeV Whe SaVW, aQd ZhR QeaUl\ alZa\V
deQigUaWeV Whe SUeVeQW aQd Whe SRVVible aV Zell, caQQRW XQdeUVWaQd
WhiV dialecWic Rf aUW, WhiV dXal chaUacWeU Rf ZRUkV aQd Rf hiVWRU\. He
dReV QRW eYeQ VeQVe iW. PURWeVWiQg agaiQVW bRXUgeRiV VWXSidiW\ aQd
RSSUeVViRQ, Whe aQaUchic iQdiYidXaliVW iV eQclRVed iQ ¶SUiYaWe·
cRQVciRXVQeVV, iWVelf a SURdXcW Rf Whe bRXUgeRiV eUa, aQd QR lRQgeU
XQdeUVWaQdV hXPaQ SRZeU aQd Whe cRPPXQiW\ XSRQ Zhich WhaW
SRZeU iV fRXQded. The hiVWRUical fRUPV Rf WhiV cRPPXQiW\, fURP Whe
Yillage WR Whe QaWiRQ, eVcaSe hiP. He iV, aQd RQl\ ZaQWV WR be, a
hXPaQ aWRP (iQ Whe VcieQWiɹcall\ aUchaic VeQVe Rf Whe ZRUd, ZheUe
¶aWRP· PeaQW Whe lRZeVW iVRlaWable UealiW\). B\ fRllRZiQg alieQaWiRQ
WR iWV YeU\ e[WUePeV he iV PeUel\ Sla\iQg iQWR Whe haQdV Rf Whe
bRXUgeRiVie. EPbU\RQic RU XQcRQVciRXV, WhiV kiQd Rf aQaUchiVP iV
YeU\ ZideVSUead. TheUe iV a kiQd Rf UeYRlW, a kiQd Rf cUiWiciVP Rf life,



WhaW iPSlieV aQd UeVXlWV iQ Whe acceSWaQce Rf WhiV life as Whe onl\ one
possible. AV a diUecW cRQVeTXeQce WhiV aWWiWXde SUeclXdeV aQ\
XQdeUVWaQdiQg Rf ZhaW is hXmanl\ possible.

OXU WRZQV Pa\ be Uead like a bRRk (Whe cRPSaUiVRQ iV QRW
cRPSleWel\ e[acW: a bRRk VigQiɹeV, ZheUeaV WRZQV aQd UXUal aUeaV
¶aUe· ZhaW Whe\ VigQif\). TRZQV VhRZ XV Whe hiVWRU\ Rf SRZeU aQd Rf
hXPaQ SRVVibiliWieV Zhich, Zhile becRPiQg iQcUeaViQgl\ bURad, haYe
aW Whe VaPe WiPe beeQ iQcUeaViQgl\ WakeQ RYeU aQd cRQWURlled, XQWil
WhaW SRiQW Rf WRWal cRQWURl, VeW XS eQWiUel\ abRYe life aQd cRPPXQiW\,
Zhich iV bRXUgeRiV cRQWURl.

RXUal aUeaV Well XV abRYe all Rf Whe diVlRcaWiRQ Rf SUiPiWiYe
cRPPXQiW\, Rf SRRU WechQical SURgUeVV, Rf Whe decliQe Rf a Za\ Rf
life Zhich iV PXch leVV diʃeUeQW fURP WhaW Rf aQcieQW WiPeV WhaQ iV
geQeUall\ belieYed. TRZQV Well XV Rf Whe alPRVW WRWal decRPSRViWiRQ
Rf cRPPXQiW\, Rf Whe aWRPi]aWiRQ Rf VRcieW\ iQWR ¶SUiYaWe·
iQdiYidXalV aV a UeVXlW Rf Whe acWiYiWieV aQd Za\ Rf life Rf a
bRXUgeRiVie Zhich VWill daUeV claiP WhaW iW UeSUeVeQWV ¶Whe geQeUal
iQWeUeVW·.

OQ Whe RWheU haQd, SURYided RXU SXUSRVe iQ deciSheUiQg WheP iV
QeiWheU Whe VeaUch fRU Whe VXSeUɹciall\ SicWXUeVTXe (afWeU Whe faVhiRQ
Rf a JXleV RRPaiQV),2 QRU Whe VeaUch fRU ZRXld-be PRdeUQ P\WhV,
WheQ RXU WRZQV Zill VhRZ XV VRPeWhiQg TXiWe diʃeUeQW: Whe UebiUWh
aQd UefRUPiQg Rf cRPPXQiW\ iQ facWRUieV aQd ZRUkiQg-claVV
QeighbRXUhRRdV. TheUe, RWheU PRdeV Rf eYeU\da\ liYiQg, RWheU
QeedV, RWheU UeTXiUePeQWV, aUe eQWeUiQg iQWR cRQɻicW ZiWh Whe
PRdaliWieV Rf eYeU\da\ life aV iPSRVed b\ Whe caSiWaliVW VWUXcWXUe Rf
VRcieW\ aQd life, aQd WeQdiQg WR Ue-eVWabliVh a VRlidaUiW\, aQ eʃecWiYe
alliaQce beWZeeQ iQdiYidXalV aQd gURXSV. HRZ dReV WhiV cRQɻicW
PaQifeVW iWVelf? CRQVWaQWl\ beaWeQ dRZQ, cRQVWaQWl\ bRUQ agaiQ, hRZ
iV WhiV VRlidaUiW\ e[SUeVVed? HRZ dReV iW WUaQVlaWe iQ cRQcUeWe WeUPV?
ThiV iV e[acWl\ ZhaW Whe SRViWiYe Vide Rf Whe CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life
VhRXld diVcRYeU aQd deVcUibe.

IW iV QRW Whe acadePic liWeUaU\ hackV fURP Whe VPaUW Vide Rf WRZQ,
QRU Whe ¶SRSXliVWV· iQ VeaUch Rf eYeU-PRUe-SicWXUeVTXe SRYeUW\ WR
VWiPXlaWe WheiU deVcUiSWiYe ZhiPV\, ZhR caQ XQdeUVWaQd iQdXVWUial
hRXViQg eVWaWeV aQd ZRUkiQg-claVV QeighbRXUhRRdV. NRU iV iW WhRVe



falVe dUeaPeUV ¶ZhR leiVXUel\ iPagiQe VXbliPe aQgXiVheV, UeYel iQ
lXQacieV, ab\VVeV aQd RWheU eYaViRQV, Zhile haUVh UealiW\ iV
iPSUiVRQiQg Whe bRdieV, PiQdV, da\V aQd QighWV Rf PilliRQV Rf PeQ
aQd ZRPeQ¬«·.3 APRQg Whe UaUe Yalid e[SUeVViRQV Rf WhiV UealiW\ aUe
Whe Poems b\ American Workers WUaQVlaWed iQ 1930 b\ NRUbeUW
GXWeUPaQ aQd PieUUe MRUhaQge.4 LiVWeQ WR MaUWiQ RXVVak, a Vilk
ZeaYeU:

AQd VR I ZaV bRUQ, hRZ VWUaQge, hRZ VWUaQge,

IQ Whe ciW\ Rf PaQ\ WRQgXeV

AQd caPe ZheQ a bab\ iQ aUPV aQd UePaiQ

RRRWleVV aQd UeVWleVV iQ Whe ciW\ Rf Vilk¬«5

O PaWeUVRQ, P\ hRPe, P\ WRZQ, PaWeUVRQ,

WiWh \RXU chXUch-VSiUeV aQd chiPQe\V UaciQg fRU heaYeQ,

WiWh \RXU VWaWXe Rf jXVWice RQ \RXU cRXUW-hRXVe dRPe

WhR haV lRVW heU VZRUd aQd heU VcaleV aQd VWaQdV

BliQdfRld aQd helSleVV iQ Whe VPRk\ aiU, ²

WheQ I lie RQ Whe cliʃV aW GaUUeW RRck

EaWiQg a bag Rf lXQch aW QRRQ,

AQd cRQVideUiQg \RX VSUead RXW belRZ

I cRXld ZeeS fRU P\Velf aQd \RX, if RQl\

I did QRW kQRZ hRZ WR cXUVe¬«6

BXW MiUiaP AlleQ addV a PRYiQg PeVVage Rf cRPbaW WR WhiV cXUVe:

WheQ \RX heaU a biUd ViQgiQg, UePePbeU SaccR aQd VaQ]eWWi

WheQ \RX Vee a Zild ɻRZeU gURZiQg, UePePbeU SaccR aQd VaQ]eWWi¬«7

aQd RalSh Che\Qe\ addV a PeVVage Rf hRSe:

TheVe liWWle ɹQgeUV VRfW aV Whe fURQdV Rf a feUQ

PXVW gURZ haUd WR gUab aQ a[e, Sick, VSade¬«

IQ \RXU diPSled haQdV aQd WhRVe Rf PilliRQV Rf RWheU

ZRUkiQg-claVV babieV ² ZhiWe, black, \ellRZ ²



Whe fXWXUe Rf Whe ZRUld UeVWV.

OSeQ \RXU liWWle PRXWh aQd baZl!

CleQch WhRVe URVebXd ɹVWV!

SXck haUd VR Whe\·ll gURZ VWURQg

WR VPaVh Whe Rld ZRUld iQ Zhich \RX ZeUe bRUQ¬«8

SiQce WheVe Poems b\ American Workers ZeUe SXbliVhed, APeUicaQ
QRYeliVWV haYe VhRZQ XV Whe cRQWUadicWiRQV Rf WhaW illXVWUiRXV
APeUica aQd Whe SRYeUW\ aQd VlaYeU\ heU Ueal gUeaWQeVV iPSlieV.

While RXU RZQ liWeUaWXUe UePaiQed acadePic, abVWUacW,
SV\chRlRgical, oXWside of eYer\da\ life (WR VXch a SRiQW WhaW RXU PRVW
iQWelligeQW cUiWicV aQd QRYeliVWV RQl\ QRWiced FaXlkQeU aQd DRV
PaVVRV fRU WheiU WechQical iQQRYaWiRQV!), APeUicaQ ZUiWeUV ZeUe
accRPSliVhiQg VRPeWhiQg Ze had QRW eYeQ beeQ able WR begiQ: Whe
WUial Rf VR-called ¶PRdeUQ· life, Whe aQal\ViV Rf iWV cRQWUadicWRU\
aVSecWV, SRYeUW\ aQd ZealWh, ZeakQeVV aQd SRZeU, bliQdQeVV aQd
lXcidiW\, iQdiYidXaliW\ aQd PaVViYeQeVV¬«

A cXUiRXV ViWXaWiRQ. IQ APeUica, a cRXQWU\ ZheUe Whe geQeUal cUiViV
Rf caSiWaliVP haV VcaUcel\ begXQ, aQd ZheUe iPSeUialiVP iV aliYe aQd
Zell, ZUiWeUV haYe beeQ able WR RSeQ WheiU e\eV WR ZhaW iV QeaUeVW WR
WheP ² eYeU\da\ life ² aQd WR ɹQd WhePeV iQ iW Zhich ama]e XV b\
WheiU YiRleQce aQd RUigiQaliW\. BXW iQ FUaQce, ZheUe Whe ecRQRPic
cUiViV haV alUead\ WXUQed iQWR a SRliWical cUiViV, a cUiViV Rf Whe VRcial
VWUXcWXUe aQd Rf cXlWXUe, a cUiViV Rf life (iW iV becRPiQg iPSRVVible fRU
Whe FUeQch WR gR RQ liYiQg aV befRUe, RU WR eYeQ ZaQW WR, alWhRXgh
WheUe aUe SleQW\ ZhR WU\ WR WXUQ Whe clRck back aW eYeU\ SRVVible
RSSRUWXQiW\ «), ZUiWeUV aUe VeekiQg Whe WhePeV aQd Whe cRQWeQW Rf
WheiU bRRkV far aZa\, iQ Whe XQUeal, Whe VXUUeal, iQ abVWUacWiRQ, iQ
SXUe WechQical YiUWXRViW\.

IQVWead Rf lRRkiQg lXcidl\ aURXQd WheP, Whe\ lRVe WhePVelYeV iQ a
diVWaQW YiViRQ (aQd iW iV WakeQ aV Uead WhaW eYeU\ \RXQg SReW PXVW
liYe ¶iQ ecVWaV\·, ¶RXW Rf hiV PiQd·, iQWR[icaWed if RQl\ ZiWh ZRUdV). IQ
RXU cRXQWU\, ZiWh iWV WUadiWiRQ Rf VWUXggle, WheUe iV QRW a ViQgle bRRk
WR cRPSaUe ZiWh SWeiQbeck·V In DXbioXs BaWWle.



CRQVideUed aV a V\PSWRP, ZhaW dReV Whe ViWXaWiRQ Rf FUeQch
liWeUaWXUe Well XV? CRXld iW be a SURRf Rf decadeQce RU cUeaWiYe
iPSRWeQce? OU dReV iW iQdicaWe WhaW fRU a SeRSle like XV ZiWh aQ Rld
cXlWXUe eYeU\da\ life haV lRVW WhaW VSRQWaQeiW\, WhaW YiRleQce, WhaW
WaQgible, dUaPaWic Vide Zhich APeUicaQ ZUiWeUV haYe beeQ able WR
XQcRYeU aQd Pake cRQVciRXV?

IPSRWeQce? TR a degUee, \eV. The cRPSaUiVRQ beWZeeQ APeUicaQ
bRRkV aQd FUeQch bRRkV Zhich haYe beeQ iQVSiUed b\ WheP, iV
iQVWUXcWiYe. MRQVieXU SaUWUe·V Roads Wo Freedom UeYealV aQ
iQdiVSXWable liWeUaU\ WaleQW aQd abRYe all a UaWheU UePaUkable gifW Rf
Zorkmanship; Whe cRQWeQW haV QRW deWeUPiQed Whe fRUP; Whe ɹUVW ZiVh
Rf WhiV RYeU-iQWellecWXal, RYeU-abVWUacW QRYeliVW haV beeQ WR PaVWeU
WechQiTXe; hiV VWaUWiQg SRiQW iV a fRUPXla, a SURcedXUe, aQd he eYeQ
callV XSRQ aQ eQWiUe PeWaSh\VicV WR helS hiP RXW. JXVW aV UeadiQg
FaXlkQeU fRUcefXll\ eQgageV RXU iQWeUeVW, aZakeQiQg a WhRXVaQd
XQdeɹQed ePRWiRQV VZaUPiQg beQeaWh Whe eYeU\da\ VXUface ²
cUXelW\, Ve[XaliW\, VXUSUiVe, ZRUU\, eWc. ² VR UeadiQg SaUWUe iV aQ
iQcUeaViQgl\ cRld, dU\ e[SeUieQce, RYeUladeQ ZiWh falVel\ cRQcUeWe
deWailV (QRWed dRZQ delibeUaWel\ aQd cRQVciRXVl\ iQ RUdeU WR be
cRQcUeWe!), ZiWhRXW SaVViRQ, ZiWhRXW iQWeUeVW iQ life, ZiWhRXW \RXWh
aQd ZiWhRXW PaWXUiW\, aQd TXiWe ViPSl\ bRUiQg.

YeV, a ceUWaiQ iPSRWeQce. AQd abRYe all a lack Rf YiWaliW\, aQ
abVWUacW aWWiWXde, a lack Rf diUecW aQd iPPediaWe iQWeUeVW iQ hXPaQ
beiQgV aQd iQ Whe YiRleQce aQd dUaPa Rf WheiU liYeV. FRU iQ FUaQce, iQ
VSiWe Rf RXU UelaWiYel\ Uela[ed VRcial PRUeV, Whe lRZeU claVVeV ²
ZRUkeUV RU SeaVaQWV ² ZRXld aSSeaU WR eQjR\ WheiU faiU VhaUe Rf
dUaPaV, VSRQWaQeiW\, SaVViRQV, elePeQWal YiRleQce aQd hXPaQiW\. Be
WhaW aV iW Pa\, Ze dR QRW kQRZ hRZ WR Vee WheP RU WR XQdeUVWaQd
WheP. AQd iW iV Whe dUeaU\, Uigidl\ cRdiɹed liYeV Rf Whe SeWW\
bRXUgeRiVie aQd Whe Piddle claVVeV Zhich haYe iPSRVed WheiU VW\le
XSRQ QeaUl\ all RXU liWeUaWXUe. ClaVV diYiViRQV, Zhich aUe PXch PRUe
acceQWXaWed heUe WhaQ iQ APeUica, VWRS RXU ZUiWeUV fURP ZaWchiQg
Whe SeRSle liYe aQd fURP kQRZiQg hRZ WR ZaWch WheP. FRU PaQ\
\eaUV Whe Uigid SaUaPeWeUV aQd falVe fUeedRP Rf SeWW\-bRXUgeRiV life
ZeUe WhRXghW WR e[SUeVV eWeUQal ReaVRQ, aQd WR SURYe iWV YalidiW\.
AQd ZheQ WheVe SaUaPeWeUV aUe WhUeaWeQed, SeWW\-bRXUgeRiV aQgXiVh



WakeV RQ PeWaSh\Vical SURSRUWiRQV fRU RQe aQd all. OQl\ a feZ
ZUiWeUV (Gide, ValpU\ LaUbaXd, CRcWeaX) haYe bURXghW aQRWheU
elePeQW WR RXU liWeUaWXUe: faciliW\, a fUee aQd eaV\ aiU, c\QiciVP,
UeɹQed VRShiVWicaWiRQ, Whe e[TXiViWe WaVWe Rf Whe cXlWiYaWed haXWe
bRXUgeRiVie; bXW QR QeZ Za\ Rf lRRkiQg aW Whe ZRUld ² MRQVieXU
Gide·V UidicXlRXV claiPV QRWZiWhVWaQdiQg.9

PeWW\-bRXUgeRiV iQdiYidXaliVP haV Ueached Whe e[WUePe liPiW Rf
e[haXVWiRQ, aQd WhaW gReV fRU Whe iQWellecWXal aV Zell aV Whe ZUiWeU.
IQ Whe ¶hXPaQ VaQd·, each gUaiQ, Zhich iV VR dUeadfXll\ ViPilaU WR all
Whe RWheUV (XQleVV Ze lRRk aW iW WhURXgh a SV\chRlRgical PicURVcRSe)
WhiQkV iW iV fUighWfXll\ RUigiQal, aQd eYeQ XQiTXe! IndiYidXalism ends
Xp as Whe impersonaliW\ of Whe indiYidXal. IW iV Whe dialecWical UeVXlW Rf
Whe ¶SUiYaWe· cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd Rf iWV iQWeUQal cRQWUadicWiRQ: Whe
VeSaUaWiRQ Rf Whe hXPaQ beiQg fURP Whe hXPaQ. NRWhiQg iV eaVieU WR
e[SUeVV liWeUall\ WhaQ Whe abVWUacW ¶SV\chRlRg\· Rf WhiV iQdiYidXaliW\,
deYRid Rf aQ\ cRQWeQW Zhich PighW be diɽcXlW WR e[SUeVV. OQl\ a
liWWle kQRZledge Rf gUaPPaU iV QeceVVaU\. AQd WheUe iV SleQW\ Rf WhaW
aURXQd! BXW XQfRUWXQaWel\ Whe WRQe Rf all WheVe cRQɹdeQceV aQd all
WheVe deVcUiSWiRQV haSSeQV WR be WhaW Rf impersonaliW\; WheUefRUe Rf
bRUedRP. The accXVaWiRQ WhaW Whe MaU[iVW dialecWiciaQ leYelV aW
PRdeUQ FUeQch liWeUaWXUe aV a ZhRle iV QRW WhaW iW e[SUeVVeV
iQdiYidXaliW\, bXW UaWheU WhaW iW e[SUeVVeV RQl\ falVe iQdiYidXaliW\, a
faoade of indiYidXaliW\, aQd abVWUacWiRQ. NRU iV iW b\ ZRUkiQg iQ aQ
elePeQW Rf ¶aQgXiVh· WhaW a \RXQg ZUiWeU caQ giYe hiV deVcUiSWiRQV RU
hiV VWRU\ Whe diUecW, YiVXal, Sh\Vical, PRYiQg VW\le, VR PXch PRUe
iQdiYidXali]ed aQd YaUied, WhaW RQe ɹQdV iQ FaXlkQeU·V chaUacWeUV
aQd QRYelV!

TR Vee WhiQgV SURSeUl\, iW iV QRW eQRXgh ViPSl\ WR lRRk. PeRSle
ZhR lRRk aW life ² SXUel\ aV ZiWQeVVeV, VSecWaWRUV ² aUe QRW UaUe; aQd
RQe Rf Whe VWUaQgeVW leVVRQV WR be leaUQW fURP RXU liWeUaWXUe iV WhaW
SURfeVViRQal VSecWaWRUV, jXdgeV b\ YRcaWiRQ aQd ZiWQeVVeV b\
SUedeVWiQaWiRQ, cRQWePSlaWe life ZiWh leVV XQdeUVWaQdiQg aQd gUaVS
Rf iWV Uich cRQWeQW WhaQ aQ\RQe elVe. TheUe Ueall\ iV QR VXbVWiWXWe fRU
SaUWiciSaWiRQ!

AQd iW iV QRW WhaW WheUe iV aQ\ VhRUWage Rf VXbjecWV WR ZUiWe abRXW.
FRU e[aPSle: iQ FUaQce Whe Pi[WXUe Rf PRUal dRcWUiQeV aQd SRliWicV



haV SURdXced a VSecieV cRPSRVed Rf VRPe YeU\ YaUied W\SeV: Whe
ZRUWh\-faWheU W\Se, Whe Ve[WRQ W\Se, Whe PhaUiVee W\Se VZeaWiQg ZiWh
feaU aQd gXilW\ cRQVcieQce, eWc. ShaUed chaUacWeUiVWicV: iPPeQVel\
VeUiRXV, geQeURXV RU PRUall\ VcUXSXlRXV WR a faXlW, Whe kiQd Rf
lR\alW\ WhaW fXll\ e[SecWV iWV UeZaUd (iQ hRQRXUV aQd iQɻXeQce, QRW
WR PeQWiRQ PRQe\), a feZ PRUal idealV liQked WR a YeU\ liPiWed
VeQVe Rf iPPediaWe UealiWieV, aQd abRYe all aQ e[ceVViYe VeQViWiYiW\
(aQ\ aWWack RQ WheiU idealV iV WakeQ aV a SeUVRQal aʃURQW!). MeeWiQg
SlaceV aQd VRcial habiWaW Rf Whe VSecieV iQ TXeVWiRQ: ceUWaiQ SRliWical
SaUWieV, Zhich Vhall UePaiQ QaPeleVV.

ThiV hXPaQ VSecieV, VR chaUacWeUiVWic Rf RXU WiPeV, haV QRW \eW
aSSeaUed iQ liWeUaWXUe. AQd \eW hRZ SicWXUeVTXe, hRZ cRPic iW iV!
(TheUe iV QRWhiQg like Whe VighW Rf aQ Rld lag fURP Whe dXQgeRQV Rf
SRliWical idealiVP haUaQgXiQg a cUiWic (acWXall\ TXiWe PRdeUaWe),
beaWiQg hiV bUeaVW ZiWh a cRPbiQaWiRQ Rf Velf-SiW\, WeUURU aW VXch
VacUilege, aQd diVaSSRiQWPeQW fRU QRW \eW haYiQg UeceiYed Whe
hRQRXUV aQd Whe SRViWiRQV hiV lRQg PaUW\UdRP deVeUYe, VhRXWiQg:
¶YRX \RXQg ZUeWch, \RX aUe iQVXlWiQg aQ Rld ReSXblicaQ!·«)

Wh\ WhiV VileQce? CRXld iW QRW be WhaW a laUge SURSRUWiRQ Rf RXU
ZiWQeVVeV aQd jXdgeV ² Rf RXU ZUiWeUV ² aUe UecUXiWed fURP WheVe
VaPe PhaUiVeeV Rf idealiVP?

AQd iV WhiV QRW Whe UeaVRQ Zh\ RXU eUa haV allRZed iWVelf WR be
liWeUall\ dRPiQaWed b\ GideaQ c\QiciVP ² iQ VSiWe Rf eYeU\WhiQg WhaW
PighW be Vaid, aQd iQdeed haV beeQ Vaid, agaiQVW Gide?

AbVWUacW cXlWXUe SlaceV aQ alPRVW RSaTXe VcUeeQ (if iW ZeUe
cRPSleWel\ RSaTXe Whe ViWXaWiRQ ZRXld be ViPSleU) beWZeeQ Whe
cXlWiYaWed PaQ aQd eYeU\da\ life.

AbVWUacW cXlWXUe QRW RQl\ VXSSlieV hiP ZiWh ZRUdV aQd ideaV, bXW
alVR ZiWh aQ aWWiWXde Zhich fRUceV hiP WR Veek Whe ¶PeaQiQg· Rf hiV
life aQd hiV cRQVciRXVQeVV RXWVide Rf hiPVelf aQd hiV Ueal UelaWiRQV
ZiWh Whe ZRUld.

The e[acW QaWXUe Rf ¶deSUiYaWiRQ· aQd Whe UelaWiRQ beWZeeQ Whe
¶SUiYaWe· cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd Whe ¶SXblic· cRQVciRXVQeVV chaQgeV aV a
fXQcWiRQ Rf VRcial leYel. FRU Whe ¶cXlWiYaWed· PaQ (RQe ZhR haV
UeceiYed ZhaW iV WUadiWiRQall\ called ¶cXlWXUe·), WhiV UelaWiRQ
XQdeUgReV a cXUiRXV iQYeUViRQ. FRU hiP ¶hiV· WhRXghW, ¶hiV· cXlWXUe,



aUe a SaUW Rf hiV PRVW iQWiPaWe Velf. He caUUieV WheP ZiWh hiP iQ Whe
VileQce Rf hiV Rɽce, iQ Whe eYeQ-PRUe baUUeQ VileQce Rf hiV ¶iQQeU
life·. He WeQdV WR fRUgeW WhaW WhRXghW iV hXPaQ aQd QRW ¶SUiYaWe·. He
Zill Ueadil\ Walk abRXW hiV ¶VRcial life· ZheQ he PeaQV hiV UelaWiRQV
ZiWh faPil\, fUieQdV aQd bXViQeVV SaUWQeUV, i.e. hiV ¶SUiYaWe· life. ThiV
iQYeUViRQ Rf cRQVciRXVQeVV dReV QRW cRQVWiWXWe aQ abVRlXWe eUURU, fRU
WheUe iV QR VXch WhiQg aV aQ abVRlXWe eUURU. IQ Whe cRXUVe Rf hiV
hiVWRUical deYelRSPeQW, Whe iQdiYidXal haV WR Wake WhRXghW ¶XSRQ
hiPVelf·. ThiV iV RQe Rf Whe PeaQiQgV Rf Whe CaUWeViaQ ¶CRgiWR·. IQ Whe
cRQWe[W Rf iQdiYidXaliVP, Rf a highl\ fUagPeQWed diYiViRQ Rf labRXU,
aQd Rf Whe diYiViRQ Rf VRcieW\ iQWR claVVeV, WhiV abVRlXWel\ QeceVVaU\
acWiRQ, WhiV ¶aVVXPSWiRQ· Rf hXPaQ WhRXghW, ɹQdV e[SUeVViRQ iQ aQ
iQYeUViRQ Rf cRQVciRXVQeVV ² a UelaWiYe eUURU, bXW RQe Zhich haV
VeUiRXV cRQVeTXeQceV. The ¶cXlWiYaWed· PaQ fRUgeWV Whe VRcial
fRXQdaWiRQV Rf ¶hiV· WhRXghW. WheQ he lRRkV fRU Whe VecUeW Rf hiV
behaYiRXU aQd hiV ViWXaWiRQ iQ ZRUdV aQd ideaV WhaW he haV UeceiYed
fURP ZiWhRXW, he iPagiQeV WhaW he iV lRRkiQg ¶deeS iQWR hiPVelf·.
AQd aW Whe YeU\ PRPeQW ZheQ he WhiQkV Whe VeaUch fRU hiV RZQ Velf
iV RYeU, he iV acWXall\ leaYiQg hiPVelf, WakiQg Whe SaWh Rf alieQaWiRQ.
CRQVeTXeQWl\ hiV SUacWical, eYeU\da\ life, hiV real UelaWiRQV, he VeeV
aV e[WeUQal WR hiP. The VWUXcWXUe Rf hiV cRQVciRXVQeVV WeQdV WR
aQQihilaWe aQ\ geQXiQe cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf ¶hiV· life. IQ iQdiYidXal life
WhiV eUURU Rf VWUXcWXUal RUigiQ iV e[SUeVVed b\ cRQɻicWV, b\ VSeciɹc
¶SV\chRlRgical· eUURUV, b\ a VhifW Rf cRQVciRXVQeVV (VR e[aceUbaWiQg
ZhaW haV XS WR QRZ beeQ Whe QaWXUal aQd iQeYiWable WeQdeQc\ Rf
cRQVciRXVQeVV WR lag behiQd). WiWhRXW UeVRUWiQg WR aQ\ kiQd Rf
SV\chRaQal\ViV, Ze caQ XVe WhiV eUURU, WR Zhich all ¶cXlWiYaWed·
cRQVciRXVQeVVeV ZiWhiQ aQ iQdiYidXaliVW VWUXcWXUe aUe SURQe, WR
e[SlaiQ a QXPbeU Rf baUel\ ¶aVRcial· PiQRU QeXURVeV, acceSWed if QRW
eQcRXUaged, Zhich haYe XQWil QRZ beeQ cRQVideUed Whe bailiZick Rf
SV\chRaQal\ViV.

TR aWWaiQ a cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf life in iWs moYemenW (iWV UealiW\ aQd iWV
XQfXlɹlled SRVVibiliWieV), bXW ZiWhRXW lRViQg aQ\WhiQg Rf cXlWXUe, RXU
ɹUVW WaVk PXVW be WR bUeak Whe liPiWiQg, QaUURZ, eUURQeRXV fRUP Rf
WhiV cXlWXUe.



IQWellecWXalV, ¶cXlWiYaWed· PeQ, aUe cRQYiQced iQ adYaQce (Zh\?)
WhaW eYeU\da\ life haV RQl\ WUiYialiW\ WR RʃeU. IQ facW WhiV belief Sla\V
aQ iPSRUWaQW URle iQ VR-called ¶e[iVWeQWial· ShilRVRSh\, Zhich
cRQdePQV all QRQ-PeWaSh\Vical life WR WUiYialiW\ aQd iQaXWheQWiciW\.

The VWXd\ Rf eYeU\da\ life VhRZV cleaUl\ WhaW SeRSle ZiWh VecUeWV,
ZiWh iQQeU liYeV, ZiWh P\VWeUieV, lead PXQdaQe eYeU\da\ liYeV.

ThXV ¶P\VWeUiRXV· \RXQg giUlV aQd ZRPeQ aUe PaiQl\ SaVViYe, ZiWh
liWWle UealiW\; Whe\ hide behiQd Whe fePiQiQe P\VWeU\, Zhich RʃeUV
WheP a glaPRXU aQd a PeaQV Rf cRQWURl Zhich Whe\ caQQRW ɹQd
elVeZheUe. IQ liWeUaWXUe, Whe caVe Rf KieUkegaaUd, ZhR iQYeQWed Whe
¶caWegRU\ Rf Whe VecUeW·, iV eTXall\ YeU\ VigQiɹcaQW (aQd QRW ZiWhRXW
iWV liQk ZiWh Whe P\Wh Rf Whe ¶P\VWeUiRXV· ZRPaQ).

The P\Wh Rf Whe WUiYialiW\ Rf eYeU\da\ life iV diVSelled ZheQeYeU
ZhaW seems Wo be m\sWerioXs WXrns oXW Wo be reall\ WriYial, and ZhaW
seems e[cepWional is e[posed as manifesWl\ banal.

IW ZRXld be SRVVible WR iQWeUSUeW Whe ZRUkV Rf FaXlkQeU aQd abRYe
all Rf Kafka alRQg WheVe liQeV. BXW WheUe iV aQRWheU, PRUe PRYiQg
TXeVWiRQ WR be aVked: ZhaW abRXW XUbaQ life, Whe life Rf Whe SeRSle,
Whe life RQ iQdXVWUial hRXViQg eVWaWeV? WheUe, hRZ aQd iQ ZhaW
e[SeUieQceV caQ iWV eVVeQce be diVcRYeUed?

WheQ Whe ɹUVW dRcXPeQWV abRXW Whe cRQceQWUaWiRQ caPSV iQ
GeUPaQ\ aUUiYed, Whe\ VhRZed a hRUUible bUXWaliW\: cUePaWRUia,
liYiQg VkeleWRQV ZiWh cUa]\ e\eV, PaVV gUaYeV, cRUSVeV iQ gigaQWic
heaSV. NeZV cRYeUage, ShRWRV, WheQ ɹlPV, all Whe ¶RbjecWiYe·
accRXQWV ² bXW fURP RXWVide Whe ZRUld Rf Whe cRQceQWUaWiRQ caPSV ²
VWUeVVed WhiV ɹUVW iPSUeVViRQ: Whe\ VeePed WR be UeYealiQg aWURciWieV
RXWVide RXU e[SeUieQce, RXWVide WeVWeUQ ciYili]aWiRQ aQd RXWVide
ciYili]aWiRQ iWVelf.

SiQce WheQ, Whe VXUYiYRUV haYe UeWXUQed. AQd VRPe Rf WheP haYe
Pade Whe eʃRUW WR VSeak Rf ZhaW Whe\ VaZ aQd eQdXUed. EYeQ Whe
PRVW lXcid Rf WheP haYe Ueali]ed hRZ e[WUePel\ diɽcXlW iW iV WR
RUgaQi]e WheiU UecRllecWiRQV, WR diVcRYeU a gXidiQg WhUead, WR giYe
WheiU e[SeUieQce a PeaVXUe Rf XQiW\. E[haXVWiRQ haV aʃecWed WheiU
PePRUieV; WheiU VXʃeUiQgV haYe dXlled WheiU VeQVibiliWieV; Whe\ aUe
accXVWRPed WR hRUURU, habiW haV WUiYiali]ed iW. BXW iW iV QRW ViPSl\
WhaW. BiW b\ biW, iQ Whe PRVW iQWeUeVWiQg Rf WheVe accRXQWV, a



cRQYicWiRQ deYelRSV: Whe ¶RbjecWiYe· UeSRUWV haYe QRW fXll\ e[SlRUed
Whe hRUURU Rf Whe cRQceQWUaWiRQ caPSV; WhiV hRUURU iV QRZ aQ
acceSWed facW WhaW QRbRd\ caQ daUe cRQWUadicW; bXW iW haV a
¶PeaQiQg·. CleaU-PiQded RbVeUYeUV aVk Whe TXeVWiRQ: ¶Wh\?· aQd fail
WR cRPe XS ZiWh a VaWiVfacWRU\ aQVZeU. WeUe Whe cRQceQWUaWiRQ
caPSV e[WeUPiQaWiRQ caPSV? IW ZRXld haYe beeQ eaVieU WR VhRRW Whe
deWaiQeeV eQ PaVVe. WeUe Whe\ ZRUk caPSV? The aPRXQW Rf ZRUk
SURdXced ZaV iQVigQiɹcaQW. AQd VR iW VeePV WhaW WhiV XQiTXe
¶e[SeUieQce·, Whe VWUaQgeVW, Whe PRVW iPPeQVe e[SeUieQce Rf Whe ZaU
(beWZeeQ WZeQW\ aQd WhiUW\ PilliRQ hXPaQ beiQgV ZeUe deSRUWed WR
Whe caPSV), haV VWill QRW UeYealed iWV PeaQiQg.

The TXeVWiRQ ¶Wh\?· ZaV alUead\ beiQg aVked Zhile Whe
e[SeUieQce ZaV beiQg liYed RXW, iQ Whe YeU\ heaUW Rf Whe ZRUld Rf Whe
cRQceQWUaWiRQ caPSV. ¶WhaW chaUacWeUi]eV GeUPaQ cUXelW\ iV a
ceUWaiQ V\VWePaWi]aWiRQ Rf Whe abVXUd, a ceUWaiQ WechQiTXe fRU dUiYiQg
PeQ Pad¬«·10 The XQiYeUVe Rf Whe abVXUd! AV eaUl\ aV ASUil 1945, a
WaleQWed jRXUQaliVW RʃeUed Whe fRllRZiQg VWUikiQg YiViRQ Rf WhiV
XQiYeUVe:

IW ZaV alZa\V Whe VaPe. NRWhiQg cRUUeVSRQded WR aQ\WhiQg. OQe Rf Whe chaUacWeUiVWicV Rf
HiWleUiaQ VadiVP iV WR URb WhiQgV Rf WheiU PeaQiQg, WR SlXQge iWV YicWiPV liYe iQWR a
diVRUieQWaWiQg ZRUld¬«¬FURP WhaW SRiQW Rf YieZ, Whe jRXUQe\ WR Whe deSRUWaWiRQ caPS
ZaV a PaVWeUSiece: aQ iQWeUPiQable URll call Zhich laVWed aQ eQWiUe da\, caUefXll\
Sackaged bXQdleV Zhich ZRXld QeYeU be VeQW RQ, diVcRQceUWiQgl\ SRliWe SS RɽceUV ZhR
becaPe iQcUeaViQgl\ haUVh aQd bUXWal aV Whe fURQWieU aSSURached¬«¬FRRd diVWUibXWed, bXW
QRWhiQg WR dUiQk. The\ had beeQ WRld WR dUeVV XS ZaUP, bXW aW NeXbRXUg Whe\ ZeUe
VWUiSSed, cRPSleWel\ iQ VRPe caUUiageV, SaUWiall\ iQ RWheUV¬«11

TheQ, RQ aUUiYal aW Whe caPS (BXcheQZald), fUR]eQ ZiWh cRld,
e[haXVWed ZiWh WhiUVW, WheVe Qaked PeQ aUe XVheUed iQWR a hXge,
Zell-heaWed hall. MaQ\ Rf WheP begiQ WR feel PRUe hRSefXl. NRZ
Whe\ aUe PRYed WR aQRWheU hall feVWRRQed ZiWh elecWUic VheaUV; Whe\
aUe VhaYed b\ aVViVWaQWV iQ ZhiWe cRaWV, aQd WakeQ WR Whe VhRZeUV. A
YeUiWable UeVXUUecWiRQ: hRW VhRZeUV, cleaQ WRZelV. TheQ, VXddeQl\,
Whe\ aUe beaWeQ ZiWh VWickV. TheQ VRPeWhiQg PakeV WheP laXgh,
XQcRQWURllabl\; Whe\ aUe iQ ɹWV Rf laXghWeU:



BehiQd a cRXQWeU WheUe ZeUe VeYeUal PeQ ZhR haQded XV VhiUWV, WURXVeUV, haWV. The\ ZeUe
clRWheV WakeQ fURP blRkeV ZhR had beeQ aUUeVWed all RYeU EXURSe. WhaW a
VcUeaP¬«¬CRVVack WURXVeUV, C]ech ePbURideUed VhiUWV, haWV ZiWh feaWheUV¬«¬all Rf iW WRR
VPall RU WRR big, cUeaVed, faded, VWUeWched. WheQ Ze VaZ each RWheU Ze VWaUWed laXghiQg,
aQd Ze cRXldQ·W VWRS¬«12

CleaQ, diViQfecWed, VhRZeUed, WheVe PeQ aUe WakeQ WR ɹlWh\ hXWV
Siled high ZiWh bXQk bedV, WheiU UeVWleVV, ePaciaWed RccXSaQWV
cUaZliQg ZiWh YeUPiQ. The WRUWXUe begiQV.

IQ a UeceQW bRRk, Pelagia LeZiQVka e[SlaiQV hRZ Vhe had WR bUeak
ZiWh Whe moral Za\ Rf WhiQkiQg Vhe had beeQ XVed WR XQWil WhaW SRiQW:

WheQ Whe\ aUUiYe Whe deWaiQeeV aUe Sacked iQWR a baUe hall¬«¬A \RXQg ZRPaQ gReV iQWR
labRXU. All heU fUieQdV becRPe cRQceUQed, Whe\ la\ heU RXW RQ Whe ɻRRU, a ZRPaQ dRcWRU
² alVR a deSRUWee ² WUieV WR Wake caUe Rf heU¬ «¬ BXW Whe e[SecWed VWUeWcheU failV WR
PaWeUiali]e; Whe ZRPeQ aUe VXUSUiVed, bXW QeYeUWheleVV ɹQd UeaVRQV fURP ¶Whe RWheU
ZRUld· fRU Whe dela\: VhRUWage Rf VWaʃ, SRRU RUgaQi]aWiRQ¬ «¬ AQd \eW VRPeRQe haV Whe
bUighW idea Rf aVkiQg RQe Rf Whe deWaiQeeV ZhR ZaV alUead\ WheUe. HeU aQVZeU VWXQV
eYeU\RQe: ¶IW·V iUUeleYaQW¬«·13

AQd accRUdiQg WR Pelagia LeZiQVka, eYeU\RQe begaQ cRQceQWUaWiQg
RQ RQe, dUeadfXl TXeVWiRQ: ¶WhaW iV AXVchZiW]?·

AQd Pelagia LeZiQVka iV VWill aVkiQg heUVelf Whe TXeVWiRQ: ¶WhaW iV
AXVchZiW]?·

The fXll PeaQiQg gReV be\RQd Whe bUXWe, RbjecWiYe facWV. PeRSle
ZhR ZeUe WheUe feel WhiV. TheiU accRXQWV aUe cleaUl\ PaUked b\ Whe
eʃRUW WR gR back iQ WiPe, back WR Whe QXPbQeVV, Whe VXʃeUiQg Zhich
killed WheiU feeliQgV aQd WheiU SRZeU WR UePePbeU, iQ RUdeU WR
UecaSWXUe Whe WhiQgV ¶RbjecWiYe· UeSRUWV haYe beeQ XQable WR gUaVS.
DaYid RRXVVeW haV WUied WR deɹQe ZhaW he callV ¶Whe XQiYeUVe Rf Whe
cRQceQWUaWiRQ caPS·.

The caPSV aUe UbXeVTXe. Life aW BXcheQZald iV liYed XQdeU Whe VigQ Rf aQ RXWUageRXV
hXPRXU, a WUagic bXʃRRQeU\ «[The XQiYeUVe Rf Whe cRQceQWUaWiRQ caPS iV] aQRWheU
ZRUld, a PRQVWURXV XQiYeUVe ZheUe hXPaQ WhRXghW falWeUV aQd eQdV XS lRVW; a
QighWPaUiVh Kafka-eVTXe ZRUld ZheUe eYeU\WhiQg VeePV RUgaQi]ed accRUdiQg WR VRPe



iPSlacable, Uigid, UaWiRQal PiQd; bXW Zhich RQe? ViQce eYeU\WhiQg heUe iV XQQaWXUal,
dehXPaQi]ed, Pad, PaQic¬«14

MadaPe LeZiQVka haV alVR eYRked WhiV cRQWUaVW beWZeeQ aQ
RbYiRXV abVXUdiW\ aQd Whe hiddeQ aQd \eW Uigid UaWiRQaliW\ Zhich
UXleV RYeUall:

The idea Zhich gRYeUQed Whe Za\ Whe caPS ZaV RUgaQi]ed had beeQ Zell aQd
cRQVciRXVl\ WhRXghW RXW¬ «¬ The\ ZaQWed WR debaVe aQd hXPiliaWe Whe hXPaQ digQiW\
ZiWhiQ XV, WR eUadicaWe eYeU\ WUace Rf hXPaQiW\ fURP XV, WR Pake XV feel hRUUiɹed aQd
diVgXVWed ZiWh RXUVelYeV¬ «¬ ThaW ZaV Whe aiP, WhaW ZaV Whe idea¬ «15 WhaW aW ɹUVW
VeePed caUeleVVQeVV ZaV iQ facW SeUYeUViW\. WhaW had giYeQ Whe iPSUeVViRQ Rf diVRUdeU
ZaV SUePediWaWed, ZhaW aSSeaUed WR be igQRUaQce ZaV VXbWleW\. IQ RUgaQi]iQg a
cRQceQWUaWiRQ caPS Whe\ had called XSRQ all Whe GeUPaQ WaleQW fRU PeWicXlRXVQeVV, all
Whe abVRlXWe bUXWaliW\ Rf HiWleUiVP¬«16

AQd aV DaYid RRXVVeW ZUiWeV:

IW iV daUk. AURXQd ɹYe, Whe PeQ VWaUW aVVePbliQg. TheUe iV VQRZ eYeU\ZheUe. The
VeaUchlighWV RQ Whe PaiQ gaWe aUe \elliQg WhURXgh Whe VWRUP like SRZeUfXl, baUbaUic
hRUQV. 45,000 deWaiQeeV PRYe WRZaUdV Whe SaUade gURXQd. EYeU\ eYeQiQg, ZiWhRXW fail.
The Vick, Whe liYiQg, Whe dead. CXUVeV aUe biWWeQ back aQd VileQced befRUe Whe gRdV Rf Whe
PaiQ gaWe. AQ ePaciaWed SeRSle dUag WheiU feeW iQ WiPe WR Whe PXVic Rf aQ iQcRQgUXRXV,
lXdicURXV baQd. IW iV a XQiYeUVe aSaUW. ThiV iQWeQVe life Rf Whe caPSV haV iWV laZV aQd iWV
UaiVRQV d·rWUe. ThiV SeRSle Rf cRQceQWUaWiRQiVWV haV PRWiYaWiRQV Rf iWV RZQ Zhich haYe
liWWle iQ cRPPRQ ZiWh Whe e[iVWeQce Rf a PaQ iQ PaUiV RU TRXlRXVe, NeZ YRUk RU TbiliVi.
BXW Whe facW WhaW WhiV XQiYeUVe Rf Whe cRQceQWUaWiRQ caPS e[iVWV iV QRW XQiPSRUWaQW fRU Whe
PeaQiQg Rf Whe XQiYeUVe Rf RUdiQaU\ SeRSle.17

A YeU\ VWUikiQg aVVeUWiRQ. BXW if Whe ZUiWeU VeQVeV a liQk, he VeePV
WR ɹQd iW UaWheU diɽcXlW WR deɹQe ZhaW iW iV. If Whe caPSV fRUPed a
XQiYeUVe cRPSleWel\ aSaUW, if Whe ¶deSWhV Rf Whe caPSV· aʃRUded aQ
abVRlXWel\ XQiTXe e[SeUieQce, ZhaW caQ Whe\ UeYeal abRXW Whe
PeaQiQg Rf Whe hXPaQ XQiYeUVe? He VeQVeV a liQk aQd caQQRW
diVcRYeU ZhaW iW iV becaXVe he belieYeV (RU VR iW VeePV) iQ Whe UaWheU
liWeUaU\ aQd ideali]ed QRWiRQ Rf diVWiQcW ¶XQiYeUVeV·.



The abVXUd aQd Whe UaWiRQal cRe[iVW; abVXUdiW\ Rf deWail, Rf
aSSeaUaQce, cRQcealV aQd UeYealV aQ RYeUall UaWiRQaliW\. ThiV
UaWiRQaliW\ iV Uigid, cUXel, iQhXPaQ. IW iV scienWiɹc barbariW\!« The
¶Zh\· iV a WRUWXUe, Zhich RQl\ VWRSV ZheQ habiW ɹQall\ killV
UaWiRQaliW\ Rʃ (fRU iW iV VWill UaWiRQaliW\ Zhich aVkV Whe TXeVWiRQV aQd
Zhich aʃRUdV Whe feeliQg Rf abVXUdiW\!).

TheVe feeliQgV Pa\ be SXVhed WR cUiViV SRiQW iQ Whe ¶XQiYeUVe Rf
Whe cRQceQWUaWiRQ caPS·, bXW aUe Whe\ XQkQRZQ WR XV PeQ Rf PaUiV
RU TRXlRXVe, NeZ YRUk RU TbiliVi? AUe Whe\ QRW SUeciVel\ Whe PRVW
cRQVWaQW Rf all Whe feeliQgV XQdeUl\iQg eYeU\da\ life, iWV YeU\
bedURck?

AW eYeU\ PRPeQW Rf lXcidiW\ Ze e[SeUieQce Whe WRUWXUe Rf ¶Zh\·. IW
iV Whe ¶QRUPal· VWaWe Rf childhRRd, Zhich SReWU\ aQd PeWaSh\VicV
SURlRQg (aQd Ze kQRZ hRZ PXch RXU SReWV Uel\ RQ childhRRd!).

IQ PRPeQWV Rf lXcidiW\ Ze VeQVe Whe VRcial P\VWeU\ ² all aURXQd
XV, iQ RXU PRVW ¶PRdeUQ· WRZQV. Wh\ WhiV? Wh\ WhaW? HabiW aQd
faPiliaUiW\ gUadXall\ dXll RXU cXUiRViW\ aQd bUiQg, QRW Seace, bXW a
cRPfRUWiQg iQdiʃeUeQce. AQd \eW, hRZ PaQ\ WiPeV dR Ze feel
RXUVelYeV caUUied aZa\ b\ VRPe eQRUPRXV SRZeU, abVXUd aQd \eW
feaUfXll\ UaWiRQal? IQ facWRUieV, gRYeUQPeQW RɽceV, cRXUWV Rf laZ,
baUUackV, RU ViPSl\ iQ ciWieV, aQ iPSlacable PechaQiVP iV aW ZRUk.
AQd hXPaQ ReaVRQ aSSeaUV RQl\ aV a WeUUif\iQg, diVWaQW,
dehXPaQi]ed UeaVRQ: VcieQWiɹc baUbaUiW\. If Ze aUe QRW VR VWXSid aV
WR belieYe WhaW Ze haYe a hRld RYeU ReaVRQ ViPSl\ becaXVe Ze XWWeU
Whe ZRUd, RU WhaW iW caQ be iQYRked like VRPe cheaS gRddeVV, WheQ
Whe RQl\ WiPe Ze aUe aZaUe Rf ReaVRQ ZiWhiQ RXUVelYeV iV ZheQ iW
UaiVeV iWV head WR SURYRke a feeliQg Rf abVXUdiW\ aQd WR SRVe Whe
geQeUall\ XQaQVZeUable TXeVWiRQ: ¶Wh\?· HiddeQ beQeaWh ZhaW
aSSeaUV WR be hXPaQ UeaVRQ lieV aQ iUUaWiRQal UealiW\; bXW l\iQg eYeQ
PRUe deeSl\ hiddeQ beQeaWh ZhaW aSSeaUV WR be abVXUd iV a
dehXPaQi]ed RaWiRQaliW\. WheUe? All aURXQd XV ² WhRXgh QRW VR
PXch iQ UXUal aUeaV aV iQ RXU ¶PRdeUQ· WRZQV.

All RU QeaUl\ all accRXQWV Rf Whe ¶XQiYeUVe Rf Whe cRQceQWUaWiRQ
caPS· aUe UePiQiVceQW Rf Whe VWUaQge XQiYeUVe Rf Kafka. IW iV aQ
eQlighWeQiQg UefeUeQce. Kafka·V ¶XQiYeUVe· iV QRW aQd iV QRW iQWeQded
WR be e[WUaRUdiQaU\, QRU dReV iW aVSiUe WR be a XQiYeUVe; iW iV



eYeU\da\ life ² RU Kafka·V YieZ Rf iW ² PeWicXlRXVl\ deVcUibed aQd
caSWXUed iQ iWV eVVeQce. HRZ VhRXld Ze iQWeUSUeW The CasWle? IV Whe
hiddeQ, PaliciRXV, SXQcWiliRXV, WediRXV SRZeU Zhich dUiYeV
K¬ «¬ WRZaUdV hiV faWe iQ Whe Yillage dRPiQaWed b\ Whe CaVWle Whe
SRZeU Rf bXUeaXcUac\? Of ReaVRQ? Of PURYideQce RU DiYiQe GUace?
HRZ eaV\ iW iV WR SaVV fURP Whe VRcial P\VWeU\ WR Whe WheRlRgical
RQe! IW PaWWeUV liWWle ZheWheU iW iV Whe RQe RU Whe RWheU. The eVVeQWial
WhiQg iV WhaW Whe eYeU\da\ life Rf Whe ¶PRdeUQ· PaQ iQ PRdeUQ WRZQV
aQd RQ iQdXVWUial hRXViQg eVWaWeV (aQd abRYe all Whe life Rf Whe
RUdiQaU\ PaQ, Whe SRRU PaQ, Whe ZRUkeU like K¬«¬iQ The CasWle) iV
Wragicall\ cRQWURlled b\ XQUeVRlYed cRQWUadicWiRQV aQd b\ Whe PRVW
SaiQfXl cRQWUadicWiRQ Rf all: WhaW beWZeeQ abVXUdiW\ aQd ReaVRQ,
bRWh eTXall\ iQhXPaQ, bRWh iQdiYiVibl\ XQiWed.

AQd if Ze aUe WR XQdeUVWaQd Whe eYer\da\ XQiYeUVe Rf Whe PRdeUQ
PaQ, VXUel\ Ze PXVW abaQdRQ Whe illXViRQV cUeaWed b\ PRUal
dRcWUiQeV, WRgeWheU ZiWh Whe illXViRQV ² Zhich fRUP VXch a Whick
VcUeeQ beWZeeQ cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd Whe Ueal ² Rf a beQeɹcial ReaVRQ
aQd a fXll\ Ueali]ed iQdiYidXaliW\. IW VeePV WhaW MadaPe LeZiQVka
lefW heU illXViRQV behiQd ZiWhRXW falliQg iQWR aQRWheU illXViRQ, WhaW Rf
¶aQRWheU ZRUld·:

I caQ RQl\ adPiUe Whe Vkill ZiWh Zhich Whe GeUPaQV had iQWURdXced Whe PRdeUQ VcieQce
Rf PaQ iQWR Whe Za\ Whe\ RUgaQi]ed life iQ Whe caPS. NRW RQl\ had Whe\ aSSlied a V\VWeP
Rf cRQdiWiRQV Zhich killed SeRSle, bXW alVR, ZiWh gUeaW SUeciViRQ, Whe\ had XVed Whe
VcieQce Rf SV\chRlRg\ iQ RUdeU WR diVRUgaQi]e Whe hXPaQ VRXl, WR deVWUR\ Whe hXPaQ
beiQg PRUall\¬ «¬ WhR ZeUe Whe ZRPeQ deWaiQed iQ AXVchZiW]? A PRWle\ cUeZ, ZiWh
eYeU\ QaWiRQaliW\, eYeU\ faiWh, eYeU\ VRcial claVV, eYeU\ kiQd Rf deliQTXeQW. AlRQgVide a
haQdfXl Rf SRliWical deWaiQeeV, WheUe ZeUe SeRSle aUUeVWed iQ VWUeeW UaidV, iQ cafpV, iQ
WUaiQV, SeRSle dealiQg RQ Whe black PaUkeW RU haXQWiQg bURWhelV¬«18

Had WhiV PaVV Rf deWaiQeeV beeQ VZeSW WRgeWheU b\ chaQce? NRWhiQg ZaV lefW WR chaQce
aW AXVchZiW]. The GeUPaQV Pade VXUe WhaW QR cRPPXQiW\ cRXld be fRUPed iQ Whe
caPS¬«¬The\ cRQVciRXVl\ cUeaWed a jXQgle ZheUe bUXWal egRiVP, WUickeU\, Whe lack Rf all
defeUeQce WRZaUdV aQ\RQe Sh\Vicall\ ZeakeU, VWiɻed aQ\ VeQVe Rf hXPaQ VRlidaUiW\¬«19

AQd heUe iV SURbabl\ Whe WUXe YiViRQ Rf Whe cRQceQWUaWiRQ caPS,
Whe RQe Zhich VXPV Whe e[SeUieQce XS:



IQ WhiV jXQgle Zhich UeSUeVeQWed a cRQdeQVed VRcial iPage Rf Whe ThiUd Reich,
hXPaQiWaUiaQ VcUXSleV aQd WhRXghWfXlQeVV becaPe a UidicXlRXV ZeakQeVV, Zhile Whe
beVWial VWUXggle WR gR RQ liYiQg ZaV iQWeQded WR SURdXce a caPS ¶eliWe· iQ Whe iPage Rf Whe
RQe WhaW gRYeUQed GeUPaQ\. MeQ ZiWh a deYelRSed VRcial VeQVe, SeRSle ZiWh a ceUWaiQ
cXlWXUal RU ideRlRgical VWaQdaUd, had WR SeUiVh cUXVhed beQeaWh a bliQd aQd SUiPiWiYe
aQiPaliW\, Sa\iQg Whe SUice fRU haYiQg VXbWleU PiQdV, fRU a geQeURViW\ Rf VSiUiW Zhich iQ
HiWleU·V bRRk PeaQW QRWhiQg bXW ZeakQeVV aQd iQfeUiRUiW\¬«20

AV if iQ a VPall SWaWe, a VRcial RUgaQi]aWiRQ ZaV cUeaWed Zhich ZaV baVed, aQd QRW aW all
fRUWXiWRXVl\, RQ Whe HiWleUiaQ WheRU\ Rf Whe SeRSle, Whe PaVWeUV aQd Whe SWaWe.

AW Whe baVe, a laUge gUe\ PaVV Rf VlaYeV ZRUkiQg haUd. AW Whe aSe[ Whe UXliQg claVV:
ZhiWe-cRllaU ZRPeQ deWaiQeeV, all-SRZeUfXl, ZiWh Whe SRZeU Rf life aQd deaWh RYeU Whe
PajRUiW\; Zell-fed, Zell-hRXVed, eQjR\iQg eYeQ Whe UighW WR lRYe (ZiWh Whe SS aQd Whe
Pale deWaiQeeV).21

AQd heUe iV AXVchZiW], capiWalisW hoXsing esWaWe:

If Whe PaWeUial cRQdiWiRQV Rf Whe caPS iPSURYed iW ZaV Whe XSSeU VWUaWa Zhich beQeɹWed:
Whe ZRPeQ ZhR had all Whe ZealWh ² ZhaW Whe\ had SlXQdeUed fURP Whe VlaYeV. The
ZRUkeUV aQd agUicXlWXUal labRXUeUV ZeQW RQ VleeSiQg iQ Whe VaPe hXWV, ZeQW RQ WRiliQg,
beiQg beaWeQ, aQd d\iQg.22

ThaW Whe cRQceQWUaWiRQ caPSV had RWheU PeaQiQgV ² WhaW Whe\
VaWiVɹed HiWleUiaQ VadiVP, WhaW Whe\ cRllecWed PilliRQV Rf SRWeQWial
hRVWageV, eWc. ² iV dRXbWleVV WUXe. BXW Whe dRPiQaQW, eVVeQWial
PeaQiQg VeePV WR be WhiV: if FaVciVP UeSUeVeQWV Whe PRVW e[WUePe
fRUP Rf caSiWaliVP, Whe cRQceQWUaWiRQ caPS iV Whe PRVW e[WUePe aQd
SaUR[\VPal fRUP Rf a PRdeUQ hRXViQg eVWaWe, RU Rf aQ iQdXVWUial
WRZQ.

TheUe aUe PaQ\ iQWeUPediaU\ VWageV beWZeeQ RXU WRZQV aQd Whe
cRQceQWUaWiRQ caPSV: PiQeUV· YillageV, WePSRUaU\ hRXViQg RQ
cRQVWUXcWiRQ ViWeV, YillageV fRU iPPigUaQW ZRUkeUV¬ «¬ NeYeUWheleVV,
Whe liQk iV cleaU.

AQd iW iV iQ Whe e[SeUieQce Rf Whe daUkeVW WUaged\ ² iQ Whe
VeePiQgl\ e[ceSWiRQal, aW Whe SiQQacle Rf abVXUdiW\, iQ Whe SaWheWic
aQWagRQiVP beWZeeQ PaQ aQd a VWill-iQhXPaQ ReaVRQ ² WhaW Whe YeU\
eVVeQce Rf oXr eYeU\da\ liYeV, Rf Whe PRVW PXQdaQe Rf eYeU\da\



liYeV, VWaQdV UeYealed. Will Whe\ XQdeUVWaQd, WhRVe ZhR haYe QeYeU
beeQ able WR Vee ZhaW iV all aURXQd WheP? Will Whe cUXel lighW Rf Whe
cRQceQWUaWiRQ caPSV aW laVW eQable WheP WR XQdeUVWaQd ZhaW WRZQV
aQd ¶PRdeUQ· life Ueall\ aUe? AQd Zill Whe\ be able WR XQdeUVWaQd
WhaW Whe possibiliWies Rf PaQ aQd ReaVRQ caQ be WUaQVfRUPed iQWR Whe
PRVW PRQVWURXV Rf UealiWieV?«

US XQWil QRZ hXPaQ SRVVibiliWieV haYe RQl\ beeQ Pade aYailable
iQ a liPiWed Za\, eYeQ WhRXgh iW iV Whe ¶PaVVeV· ² Whe hXPaQ
cRPPXQiW\ ² ZhR b\ WheiU labRXU VXSSl\ WhRVe SRVVibiliWieV ZiWh
WheiU PaWeUial baViV.

ThURXgh a lack Rf iPagiQaWiRQ deUiYed fURP a lack Rf (dialecWical)
UeaVRQ, PRVW SeRSle (aPRQg Whe ¶PaVVeV· WhePVelYeV) dR QRW WhiQk
WhaW WhiQgV caQ eYeU Ueall\ chaQge. The\ aUe TXiWe Uead\ WR belieYe
WhaW WheUe Zill alZa\V be Whe VaPe liWWle VhRS ² RU a VhRS like iW ² iQ
Whe VaPe Slace; RU WhaW Whe VaPe hRXVe, Whe VaPe ɹeld, Zill UePaiQ
ZheUe Whe\ aUe fRUeYeU.

TheUe aUe ZUiWeUV ZhR haYe allRZed WheiU iPagiQaWiRQ WR be
VWiPXlaWed b\ ZhaW iV SRVVible. The\ haYe dUeaPed; Whe\ haYe
¶lRRked iQWR Whe fXWXUe·. AQd ZhaW haYe Whe\ VeeQ? FabXlRXV SalaceV,
bXildiQgV, eQWiUe ciWieV deYRWed WR SleaVXUe, cRVPic e[cXUViRQV. HRZ
PaQ\ Rf WheP haYe WUied WR SicWXUe ZhaW ZRXld be iQ VWRUe fRU
eYeU\da\ life, if biW b\ biW iW ZeUe WR be UaiVed WR Whe leYel Rf ZhaW
PRdeUQ WechQRlRg\ aQd VcieQce allRZV? If ZealWh aQd SRZeU ZeUe
QR lRQgeU RXWVide Rf Whe cRPPXQiW\; if WhRVe caQceURXV
PRQVWURViWieV, aUW fRU aUW·V Vake, WhRXghW fRU WhRXghW·V Vake, SRZeU
fRU Whe Vake Rf SRZeU RYeU PeQ, ZeUe WR diVaSSeaU?

BXW VhRXld Ze iQ WXUQ ZiVh WR ¶lRRk iQWR Whe fXWXUe· aQd fRUP aQ
iPage Rf ZhaW iW Zill be, WheUe iV RQe childiVh eUURU Ze PXVW aYRid:
WR baVe Whe PaQ Rf Whe fXWXUe RQ ZhaW Ze aUe QRZ, ViPSl\ gUaQWiQg
hiP a gUeaWeU TXaQWiW\ Rf PechaQical PeaQV aQd aSSliaQceV.

AlVR (aQd WhiV iV PXch PRUe diɽcXlW aQd cRPSle[), Ze VhRXld
acTXiUe a VeQVe Rf qXaliWaWiYe chaQgeV, Rf PRdiɹcaWiRQV iQ Whe TXaliW\
Rf life ² aQd abRYe all Rf anoWher aWWiWXde of Whe hXman being WoZards
himself.

OXU ciYili]aWiRQ, like eYeU\ UealiW\, haV SURgUeVVed iQ aQ XQeYeQ,
VSaVPRdic PaQQeU, cRPSleWe ZiWh deYiaWiRQV, ZiQdiQg SaWhV aQd



VXddeQ chaQgeV Rf diUecWiRQ.
The QaWXUal VcieQceV ZeUe Whe ɹUVW WR SURgUeVV. FRU a Zide YaUieW\

Rf UeaVRQV, ceUWaiQ VecWRUV Rf kQRZledge aQd life lagged behiQd. The
VcieQceV Rf hXPaQ UealiW\ (PediciQe, Sh\ViRlRg\ aQd SV\chRlRg\ ²
hiVWRU\ ² SRliWical ecRQRP\ aQd iWV aSSlicaWiRQV, eWc.) aUe VWill behiQd
Whe QaWXUal VcieQceV. AV fRU SUacWical, eYeU\da\ life ² a fXQdaPeQWal
VecWRU QeYeUWheleVV ² iW iV VR backZaUd WhaW iW caQ RfWeQ aSSeaU
XQchaQged RU PeUel\ dRZQ-gUaded.

AW ceUWaiQ SUiYileged PRPeQWV Rf lXcidiW\ RU acWiRQ, aQ
iQcUeaViQgl\ laUge QXPbeU Rf iQdiYidXalV aUe able WR SaUWake Rf
VcieQce, Rf (WechQical) SRZeU RYeU QaWXUe, Rf SRliWical SRZeU
(RUgaQi]aWiRQ, SWaWe, SRliWical life). RaUel\, WheVe iQdiYidXalV Pa\
VXcceed iQ WhiQkiQg RQ Whe leYel Rf Whe TRWal MaQ ² Whe leYel Rf Whe
PRVVible. BXW aVide fURP VXch SUiYileged PRPeQWV, eYeQ WheVe
iQdiYidXalV liYe alPRVW eYeU\ iQVWaQW aW a YaVWl\ iQfeUiRU leYel. The
cRQWUaVW beWZeeQ Whe SRVVible aQd Whe Ueal, Zhich iV hiVWRUical aQd
VRcial iQ chaUacWeU, iV WhXV VhifWed (ZiWhiQ) Whe PRVW gifWed
iQdiYidXalV; iW becRPeV Whe PRUe-RU-leVV cRQVciRXV cRQɻicW beWZeeQ
WheRU\ aQd SUacWice, dUeaP aQd UealiW\; aQd WhiV cRQɻicW UeVXlWV iQ
diVTXieW aQd aQgXiVh, like aQ\ cRQWUadicWiRQ Zhich UePaiQV
XQUeVRlYed RU aSSeaUV XQUeVRlYable.

AV faU aV Whe PajRUiW\ Rf hXPaQ beiQgV aUe cRQceUQed, Whe\ RQl\
accede WR Whe Ueal aQd Whe SRVVible b\ PeaQV Rf fUagPeQWed,
PRQRWRQRXV labRXU, aQd QR RQe iQdiYidXal caQ Ueall\ gUaVS ZhaW Whe
RYeUall PeaQiQg aQd cRQVeTXeQceV Rf hiV labRXU PighW be. NeZ
fRUPV Rf cRPPXQiW\ aSSeaU WeQWaWiYel\ ² iQ acWiRQ, iQ SRliWicV ² bXW
iQ RXU cRXQWU\, FUaQce, Whe\ haYe QRW \eW beeQ cRQVRlidaWed RU Pade
WR eQWeU iQWR life, e[ceSW iQ Whe caVe Rf Whe PRVW adYaQced aQd lXcid
¶PiliWaQWV·. IQ WheiU ZRUk aV iQ WheiU ¶SUiYaWe· life aQd leiVXUe
acWiYiWieV, PRVW SeRSle UePaiQ iPSUiVRQed ZiWhiQ QaUURZ, RXW-Rf-
daWe fUaPeV Rf UefeUeQce. EYeQ if Whe\ aUe ZRUUied RU diVcRQWeQWed,
eYeQ if Whe\ ZaQW WR VPaVh WheVe VRcial liPiWV, Whe\ haYe QR cleaU
idea Rf Whe SRVVibiliWieV. The\ RQl\ eQjR\ deUiVRU\ VcUaSV aQd
fUagPeQWV Rf Whe SRZeU aQd Whe VSleQdRXU Whe\ haYe WhePVelYeV
bURXghW iQWR beiQg. ThiV cRQWUadicWiRQ iV aQ iQWRleUable RQe, WhRXgh



iW iV faPiliaU, aQd diVgXiVed, VPRWheUed beQeaWh PRXQWaiQV Rf
ideRlRgieV.

IQ WeUPV Rf hiPVelf, aQd SXWWiQg WR RQe Vide Whe YaUieWieV Rf
cRPPXQiW\ Zhich aSSeaU aQd diVaSSeaU accRUdiQg WR SRliWical
ciUcXPVWaQceV, PRdeUQ PaQ ɹQdV hiPVelf eYeU PRUe RQ hiV RZQ aQd
defeQceleVV (b\ Whe e[SUeVViRQ ¶PRdeUQ PaQ·, Ze alVR PeaQ WRda\·V
childUeQ, WRda\·V adRleVceQWV). MRUaliVWV call WhiV ViWXaWiRQ ¶PRUal
cUiViV·, alWhRXgh iW deɹQiWel\ cRQceUQV VRPeWhiQg RWheU WhaQ PRUal
iVVXeV. DeSUiYed Rf Whe ZiVdRP Rf AQWiTXiW\, Zhich QR lRQgeU haV
aQ\ PeaQiQg iQ a life VR diVWaQced fURP QaWXUe, PRdeUQ PaQ haV QRW
\eW diVcRYeUed a QeZ ZiVdRP, fRXQded RQ SRZeU RYeU QaWXUe (aQd
RYeU hiV RZQ QaWXUe). NRbRd\ haV deYiVed VXbWleU WechQiTXeV fRU
hiP Zhich ZRXld allRZ hiP WR XQdeUVWaQd hiPVelf, WR diUecW hiV
SaVViRQV, WR cRQWURl hiV life. The SRiQW haV beeQ Pade PaQ\ WiPeV:
Ze kQRZ PRUe abRXW ZhaW gReV RQ iQ aWRPV RU iQ Whe VWaUV WhaQ iQ
RXU RZQ bRdieV aQd ¶VRXlV·. EYeU\da\ life WhXV VWill belRQgV WR ZhaW
MaU[iVW WheRUeWiciaQV call Whe ¶XQcRQWURlled VecWRU·. AQd WhiV iV ZhaW
giYeV a ɹQal, Vad PeaQiQg WR Whe WeUP ¶SUiYaWe life·. The PRdeUQ
iQdiYidXal iV ¶deSUiYed· QRW RQl\ Rf VRcial UealiW\ aQd WUXWh, bXW Rf
SRZeU RYeU hiPVelf.

SR SURgUeVV iQ Whe Za\ life iV RUgaQi]ed caQQRW be liPiWed WR
WechQical SURgUeVV iQ e[WeUQal eTXiSPeQW, caQQRW be cRQɹQed WR aQ
iQcUeaVe iQ Whe TXaQWiW\ Rf WRRlV.

IW Zill alVR be a TXaliWaWiYe SURgUeVV: Whe iQdiYidXal Zill VWRS beiQg
a ɹcWiRQ, a P\Wh Rf Whe bRXUgeRiV dePRcUacieV ² aQ ePSW\, QegaWiYe
fRUP ² a SleaVaQW illXViRQ fRU each hXPaQ gUaiQ Rf VaQd. He Zill
ceaVe beiQg ¶SUiYaWe· b\ becRPiQg aW Whe VaPe WiPe PRUe VRcial,
PRUe hXPaQ ² aQd PRUe iQdiYidXal. We haYe VhRZQ hRZ Whe
fRUZaUd PaUch Rf hXPaQ UealiW\ ZaV SURgUeVViQg accRUdiQg WR a
dialecWical SURceVV: gUeaWeU objecWiɹcaWion (Whe hXPaQ beiQg
becRPiQg PRUe VRcial, aQd Ueali]iQg hiPVelf iQ a ZRUld Rf VRcial,
PaWeUial aQd hXPaQ RbjecWV) aQd deeSeU sXbjecWiYi]aWion (a PRUe
highl\ deYelRSed cRQVciRXVQeVV, UeɻecWiQg RQ aQd cRQVciRXV Rf
SRZeU RYeU all UealiW\).

ThiV dialecWical SURgUeVV VXSSRVeV WhaW Whe hXPaQ iQdiYidXal Zill
becRPe Whe RbjecW (Zill Wake hiPVelf aV Whe RbjecW) Rf ceUWaiQ



iQɹQiWel\ delicaWe bXW eɽcaciRXV WechQiTXeV Zhich Zill giYe hiP
acWiYe SRZeU RYeU hiPVelf TXa cRQWeQW (aQd QRW ViPSl\ aV Whe ePSW\
fRUP Rf iQdiYidXaliW\). OXU SedagRg\, RXU SV\chRlRg\, aUe bXW
WeQWaWiYe VkeWcheV fRU WheVe fXWXUe WechQiTXeV, Zhich Zill Pake Whe
VXbjecW iQWR aQ RbjecW fRU iWVelf (aQd WheUefRUe PRUe Ueal) aQd Whe
VRcial aQd biRlRgical RbjecW iQWR a VXbjecW (cRQVciRXVQeVV, fUeedRP,
acWiYe SRZeU).

AlWhRXgh Whe\ aUe VWill YeU\ iQadeTXaWe, aQd cRQWaPiQaWed b\ Whe
P\Wh Rf Whe iQdiYidXal aV alread\-reali]ed ² a giYeQ, a facW like aQ\
RWheU biRlRgical RU VRcial facW ² RXU deYelRSiQg SedagRg\ aQd
SV\chRlRg\ aUe alUead\ VhRZiQg XV WhaW WhiV SRZeU RYeU RXU QaWXUe
iV SRVVible. HeUe agaiQ, Whe Za\ Whe Ueal iV laggiQg behiQd ZhaW iV
SRVVible (QRW Whe ɹcWiRQV RU Whe illXViRQV, bXW ZhaW iV Ueall\ SRVVible)
iV SecXliaUl\ chaUacWeUiVWic Rf RXU WiPeV.

SR iW Ueall\ iV a TXeVWiRQ Rf PaQ eVWabliVhiQg a QeZ aWWiWXde
WRZaUdV PaQ, Rf a qXaliWaWiYe PRdiɹcaWiRQ iQ life aQd cXlWXUe. We
alUead\ haYe Whe PeaQV WR dePRQVWUaWe WhaW WhiV fXQdaPeQWal
PRdiɹcaWiRQ iV possible. We caQQRW begiQ eYeQ WR iPagiQe iWV
iQe[haXVWible cRQVeTXeQceV.

All Ze kQRZ iV WhaW Whe gigaQWic, VhaSeleVV PRYePeQW, ZiWh iWV
iQcRheUeQW aQd cRPSlicaWed VWUaWegieV aQd gURXQdSlaQV, WhaW Ze
haYe called ¶hXPaQ alieQaWiRQ·, PXVW eYeQWXall\ cRPe WR aQ eQd.

AlieQaWiRQ haV VWUiSSed life Rf eYeU\WhiQg Zhich bleVVed iWV
SUiPiWiYe fUailW\ ZiWh jR\ aQd ZiVdRP. ScieQce aQd SRZeU haYe beeQ
acTXiUed, bXW aW Whe cRVW Rf PaQ\ VacUiɹceV (VR PXch VR WhaW Whe
YeU\ idea Rf hXPaQ VacUiɹce ZaV aQ ¶eVVeQWial· VWage iQ PaQ·V
SURgUeVV!). The hXPaQ, VWUiSSed baUe aQd SURjecWed RXWVide Rf iWVelf,
ZaV aQd UePaiQV aW Whe PeUc\ Rf fRUceV Zhich iQ facW cRPe fURP Whe
hXPaQ aQd aUe QRWhiQg bXW hXPaQ ² bXW WRUQ aSaUW aQd
dehXPaQi]ed. ThiV alieQaWiRQ ZaV economic (Whe diYiViRQ Rf labRXU;
¶SUiYaWe· SURSeUW\; Whe fRUPaWiRQ Rf ecRQRPic feWiVheV: PRQe\,
cRPPRdiWieV, caSiWal); social (Whe fRUPaWiRQ Rf claVVeV); poliWical (Whe
fRUPaWiRQ Rf Whe SWaWe); ideological (UeligiRQV, PeWaSh\VicV, PRUal
dRcWUiQeV). IW ZaV alVR philosophical: SUiPiWiYe PaQ, ViPSle, liYiQg RQ
Whe VaPe leYel aV QaWXUe, becaPe diYided XS iQWR VXbjecW aQd RbjecW,
fRUP aQd cRQWeQW, QaWXUe aQd SRZeU, UealiW\ aQd SRVVibiliW\, WUXWh



aQd illXViRQ, cRPPXQiW\ aQd iQdiYidXaliW\, bRd\ aQd cRQVciRXVQeVV
(¶VRXl·, ¶PiQd·). Via WheVe ideRlRgical illXViRQV, ShilRVRSh\ haV giYeQ
cRQfXVed e[SUeVViRQ WR WhiV ViWXaWiRQ Rf PaQ: diYiViRQ aQd
VXSeUVeVViRQ, dialecWical SURceVV, VXbjecWiYiW\ aQd RbjecWiYiW\
SURgUeVViYel\ aWWaiQed. WiWh iWV VSecXlaWiYe (PeWaSh\Vical)
YRcabXlaU\, ShilRVRSh\ iV iWVelf SaUW Rf hXPaQ alieQaWiRQ. BXW PaQ
haV deYelRSed RQl\ WhURXgh alieQaWiRQ: Whe hiVWRU\ Rf WUXWh caQQRW
be VeSaUaWed fURP Whe hiVWRU\ Rf eUURUV. SR iW iV WhaW, iQ VR faU aV iW
caQ be VeSaUaWed fURP aQ e[WUa-hXPaQ PeWaSh\VicV, ShilRVRSh\
PXVW QRW be cRQdePQed iQ WRWR, ViQce QRZ iW haV begXQ
¶VXSeUVediQg· iWVelf aQd iV SURYidiQg Whe PeaQV WR deQRXQce
alieQaWiRQ aQd WR iQdicW dehXPaQi]aWiRQ. WiWh iWV helS Whe SURbleP
caQ be fRUPXlaWed iQ all iWV VcRSe: iW poses Whe qXesWion of Whe WoWal
man in iWs WoWaliW\, WakiQg iQWR accRXQW Whe eQWiUe UaQge Rf RXU
kQRZledge (Sh\VicV, biRlRg\, ecRQRP\, hiVWRU\ «). IW aVVeUWV WhaW
Whe WRWal SURbleP Rf PaQ (Whe SURbleP Rf Whe WRWal PaQ) iV SRVed
aQd iV UeVRlYed RQ Whe leYel Rf eYeU\da\ life ² b\ a QeZ
cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf WhaW life, b\ Whe WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ Rf WhaW life. AQd VR
ShilRVRSh\ iV eYRlYiQg iQWR a QeZ ZhRle: Whe WheRU\ Rf kQRZledge,
lRgic aQd PeWhRdRlRg\, VRcial cUiWiciVP Rf ideaV, cUiWiciVP Rf life.
PhilRVRSh\ iV QR lRQgeU VSecXlaWiYe, VeSaUaWed fURP acWiRQ aQd life,
abVWUacW, cRQWePSlaWiYe. AQd \eW iW iV VWill ShilRVRSh\: Whe VeaUch fRU,
Whe diVcRYeU\ Rf a ¶cRQceSWiRQ Rf Whe ZRUld·, Rf a liYing WoWaliW\. B\
VXSeUVediQg iWVelf, ShilRVRSh\ haV achieYed a ZideQiQg, a deeSeQiQg
Rf ShilRVRSh\.

BXW heQcefRUWh QeiWheU ShilRVRSh\ QRU Whe ShilRVRSheU caQ be
VaWiVɹed ZiWh WhePVelYeV alRQe, clRViQg WheiU hRUi]RQV aQd
cRQVideUiQg WheiU ZRUk dRQe.

ThRXghW, eYeQ aW iWV PRVW geQXiQe, iV VWill QR PRUe WhaQ aQ
e[ceSWiRQal PRPeQW. The PaVV Rf eYeU\da\ PRPeQWV (fRU Whe
¶ShilRVRSheU· aQd Whe ¶VcieQWiVW·, aV fRU eYeU\RQe elVe) aUe RQl\
iQdiUecWl\ iQYRlYed iQ WheVe ɻaVheV Rf iQVSiUaWiRQ, WheVe WRWal YiViRQV.
The PeWaShRU Zhich liQkV WhRXghW WR PRXQWaiQ WRSV aQd clRXdV iV
QRW a cRPSleWel\ ePSW\ RQe. We Pa\ Wake iW aV SURYeQ WhaW WhiV
PeWaShRU dReV QRW e[SUeVV aQ eWeUQal WUXWh. BXW Whe SURbleP



UePaiQV: hRZ caQ Whe ¶PaVVeV· ² ZheWheU PaVVeV Rf PRPeQWV RU
PaVVeV Rf hXPaQ beiQgV ² ¶SaUWiciSaWe· iQ a WRWal YiViRQ?

M\VWicV aQd PeWaSh\ViciaQV XVed WR ackQRZledge WhaW eYeU\WhiQg
iQ life UeYRlYed aURXQd e[ceSWiRQal PRPeQWV. IQ WheiU YieZ, life
fRXQd e[SUeVViRQ aQd ZaV cRQceQWUaWed iQ WheP. TheVe PRPeQWV
ZeUe feVWiYalV: feVWiYalV Rf Whe PiQd RU Whe heaUW, SXblic RU iQWiPaWe
feVWiYalV. IQ RUdeU WR aWWack aQd PRUWall\ ZRXQd P\VWiciVP, iW ZaV
QeceVVaU\ WR VhRZ WhaW iQ facW feVWiYalV had lRVW WheiU PeaQiQg, Whe
SRZeU Whe\ had iQ Whe da\V ZheQ all WheiU PagQiɹceQce caPe fURP
life, aQd ZheQ life dUeZ iWV PagQiɹceQce fURP feVWiYalV. US XQWil
QRZ Whe SUiQciSle Rf FeVWiYal haV VWRRd fRU a diYRUce fURP life.
WheWheU a feVWiYal fRU Whe iQQeU RU fRU Whe RXWeU PaQ, iW haV iQYRlYed
aQ iQcUeaViQg SURSRUWiRQ Rf Sla\-acWiQg. IV WhiV life·V faWe? AQd aUe
Ze ² Whe hXPaQ PaVVeV, a PeUe accXPXlaWiRQ Rf PRPeQWV iQ WiPe,
fRg-bRXQd PaUVh\ SlaiQV, ¶eQRUPRXV, VWXSid· cURZdV ² aUe Ze faWed
WR cRQWePSlaWe aQd adRUe Whe SiQQacleV abRYe XV, UaiViQg RXUVelYeV
WR WheiU leYel RccaViRQall\, RQl\ WR ɹQd RXUVelYeV VXbVeTXeQWl\ caVW
dRZQ fURP Whe higheVW SRiQWV WR Whe lRZeVW deSWhV?

DialecWical PaWeUialiVP QegaWeV WhiV deVWiQ\, aV iW QegaWeV eYeU\
¶deVWiQ\· Zhich ZeighV dRZQ XSRQ acWiRQ fURP ZiWhRXW. IW QegaWeV iW
²aQd dePRQVWUaWeV WhiV QegaWiRQ. OQ WhiV SUeciVe SRiQW, fURP WhiV
SRiQW Rf YieZ, Ze aUe ZiWQeVViQg Whe ¶eVVeQce· Rf MaU[iVP ² RQe Rf
iWV eVVeQWial aVSecWV.

DialecWical PeWhRd aSSlieV iWV cUiWiciVP WR iWV RZQ eʃRUWV aV Zell.
The ¶YiViRQ· Rf Whe ZRUld iW VWUiYeV fRU, a YiViRQ iW ɹUVW gliPSVeV aW
ceUWaiQ ¶PRPeQWV· Rf WhRXghW ² Whe WRWal cRQceSWiRQ Rf Whe ZRUld, Whe
SRVVibliliW\ Rf Whe WoWal man ² Zill RQl\ Pake VeQVe RQce iW VWRSV
beiQg a ¶YiViRQ· aQd a ¶cRQceSWiRQ·: RQce iW SeQeWUaWeV life aQd
WUaQVfRUPV iW. ThiV ¶ShilRVRSh\· ZaQWV WR be VeUiRXV ZiWhRXW WakiQg
iWVelf VeUiRXVl\.

The WUXl\ hXPaQ PaQ Zill QRW be a PaQ Rf a feZ da]]liQg
PRPeQWV, a dUXQkeQ PaQ, a PaQ ZhR feedV XSRQ hiPVelf. TheUe
haYe beeQ aQd Zill alZa\V be YiViRQaUieV, geQiXVeV RU heUReV ZhR
haYe WheiU ¶PRPeQWV·, PRPeQWV Zhich Pa\ be e[WUaRUdiQaUil\
iPSRUWaQW aQd eʃecWiYe. BXW PaQ Zill aSSURSUiaWe QaWXUe, aQd Zill



Pake Whe ZRUld ¶Whe jR\ PaQ giYeV hiPVelf·,23 fRU Whe da\V, fRU Whe
ceQWXUieV \eW WR cRPe.

The SURgUaPPe Ze haYe VkeWched fRU a cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life
caQ be VXPPed XS aV fRllRZV:

(a) IW Zill iQYRlYe a PeWhRdical cRQfURQWaWiRQ Rf VR-called
¶PRdeUQ· life RQ Whe RQe haQd, ZiWh Whe SaVW, aQd RQ Whe RWheU ² aQd
abRYe all ² ZiWh Whe possible, VR WhaW Whe SRiQWV RU VecWRUV ZheUe a
¶decadeQce· RU a ZiWhdUaZal fURP life haYe RccXUUed ² Whe SRiQWV Rf
backZaUdQeVV iQ WeUPV Rf ZhaW iV SRVVible ² Whe SRiQWV ZheUe QeZ
fRUPV aUe aSSeaUiQg, Uich iQ SRVVibiliWieV ² caQ be deWeUPiQed.

(b) SWXdied fURP WhiV SRiQW Rf YieZ, hXPaQ UealiW\ aSSeaUV aV aQ
RSSRViWiRQ aQd ¶cRQWUaVW· beWZeeQ a ceUWaiQ QXPbeU Rf WeUPV:
eYeU\da\ life aQd feVWiYal ² PaVV PRPeQWV aQd e[ceSWiRQal PRPeQWV
² WUiYialiW\ aQd VSleQdRXU ² VeUiRXVQeVV aQd Sla\ ² UealiW\ aQd
dUeaPV, eWc.

The cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life iQYRlYeV aQ iQYeVWigaWiRQ Rf Whe e[acW
UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ WheVe WeUPV. IW iPSlieV cUiWiciVP Rf Whe WUiYial b\
Whe e[ceSWiRQal ² bXW aW Whe same Wime cUiWiciVP Rf Whe e[ceSWiRQal b\
Whe WUiYial, Rf Whe ¶eliWe· b\ Whe PaVV ² Rf feVWiYal, dUeaPV, aUW aQd
SReWU\, b\ UealiW\.

(c) ETXall\, Whe cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life iPSlieV a cRQfURQWaWiRQ Rf
eʃecWiYe hXPaQ UealiW\ ZiWh iWV ¶e[SUeVViRQV·: PRUal dRcWUiQeV,
SV\chRlRg\, ShilRVRSh\, UeligiRQ, liWeUaWXUe.

FURP WhiV SRiQW Rf YieZ, UeligiRQ iV QRWhiQg bXW a diUecW,
iPPediaWe, QegaWiYe, deVWUXcWiYe, iQceVVaQW aQd VkilfXl cUiWiciVP Rf
life ² VkilfXl eQRXgh eYeQ WR giYe iWVelf Whe aSSeaUaQce Rf QRW beiQg
ZhaW iW Ueall\ iV.

PhilRVRSh\ ZaV aQ indirecW cUiWiciVP Rf life b\ aQ e[WeUQal
(PeWaSh\Vical) ¶WUXWh·. IW iV QRZ aSSURSUiaWe WR e[aPiQe Whe
ShilRVRSh\ Rf Whe SaVW fURP WhiV SeUVSecWiYe ² aQd WhaW iV Whe WaVk
faciQg ¶WRda\·V· ShilRVRSheU. TR VWXd\ ShilRVRSh\ aV aQ iQdiUecW



cUiWiciVP Rf life iV WR SeUceiYe (eYeU\da\) life aV a diUecW cUiWiTXe Rf
ShilRVRSh\.

(d) The UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ gURXSV aQd iQdiYidXalV iQ eYeU\da\ life
iQWeUacW iQ a PaQQeU Zhich iQ SaUW eVcaSeV Whe VSeciali]ed VcieQceV.
B\ a SURceVV Rf abVWUacWiRQ WheVe VcieQceV iQfeU ceUWaiQ UelaWiRQV,
ceUWaiQ eVVeQWial aVSecWV, fURP Whe e[WUaRUdiQaU\ cRPSle[iWieV Rf
hXPaQ UealiW\. BXW haYe Whe\ cRPSleWed WhiV WaVk? IW VeePV WhaW
RQce Whe UelaWiRQV ideQWiɹed b\ hiVWRU\, SRliWical ecRQRP\ RU biRlRg\
haYe beeQ e[WUacWed fURP hXPaQ UealiW\, a kiQd Rf eQRUPRXV,
VhaSeleVV, ill-deɹQed PaVV UePaiQV. ThiV iV Whe PXUk\ backgURXQd
fURP Zhich kQRZQ UelaWiRQV aQd VXSeUiRU acWiYiWieV (VcieQWiɹc,
SRliWical, aeVWheWic) aUe Sicked RXW.

IW iV WhiV ¶hXPaQ UaZ PaWeUial· WhaW Whe VWXd\ Rf eYeU\da\ life
WakeV aV iWV SURSeU RbjecW. IW VWXdieV iW bRWh iQ iWVelf aQd iQ iWV
UelaWiRQ ZiWh Whe diʃeUeQWiaWed, VXSeUiRU fRUPV WhaW iW XQdeUSiQV. IQ
WhiV Za\ iW Zill helS WR gUaVS Whe ¶WRWal cRQWeQW· Rf cRQVciRXVQeVV;
WhiV Zill be iWV cRQWUibXWiRQ WRZaUdV Whe aWWePSW WR achieYe XQiW\,
WRWaliW\ ² Whe Ueali]aWiRQ Rf Whe WRWal PaQ.

GRiQg be\RQd Whe ePRWiRQal aWWePSWV b\ ShilaQWhURSiVWV aQd
VeQWiPeQWal (SeWW\-bRXUgeRiV) hXPaQiVWV WR ¶PagQif\· hXPble
geVWXUeV, aQd be\RQd WhaW allegedl\ VXSeUiRU iURQ\ Zhich haV
V\VWePaWicall\ deYalXed life, VeeiQg iW PeUel\ aV back-VWage acWiYiW\
RU cRPic Uelief iQ a WUaged\, Whe cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life ² cUiWical
aQd SRViWiYe ² PXVW cleaU Whe Za\ fRU a geQXiQe hXPaQiVP, fRU a
hXPaQiVP Zhich belieYeV iQ Whe hXPaQ becaXVe iW kQRZV iW.

ToXloXse, AXgXsW²December 1945



Volume II

Foundations for a Sociology of the Everyday



Translator·s Note

ThiV WUaQVlaWiRQ iV fRU Whe SeRSle Rf APaUa, ZhR WaXghW Pe hRZ
eYeU\da\ life caQ be aQ aUW aQd a feVWiYal.

IW]Xli dXdan libXrX haX AmaraWarrei eskainW]en dieW. Gora gX eWa
gXWarrak.

E[ceSW ZheQ SUeceded b\ (Trans.), fRRWQRWeV aUe fURP Whe RUigiQal.
WheQ WiWleV aSSeaU iQ FUeQch, Whe TXRWed PaWeUial iV P\ RZQ
WUaQVlaWiRQ.



Preface

The Moment of Radical Critique

Michel Trebitsch

HRZ haYe Whe aQal\VWV, eYeQ PaVWeU-WhiQkeUV, Rf Whe eaUl\ WZeQW\-
ɹUVW ceQWXU\ PaQaged WR QeglecW a bRRk aV bUilliaQW aV Whe VecRQd
YRlXPe Rf Whe CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life? AVVXPiQg RQe haV VXɽcieQW
hiVWRUical VeQVe WR diVcRXQW Whe iQeYiWable VcRUia Rf Whe YRcabXlaU\ Rf
Whe SeUiRd ² iQ RWheU ZRUdV, Whe XbiTXiWRXV MaU[iVW WeUPiQRlRg\ ² iW
PXVW iQ all hRQeVW\ be ackQRZledged WhaW Ze aUe dealiQg ZiWh RQe
Rf Whe PajRU ZRUkV Rf Whe WXUQ Rf Whe 1960V. HeQUi LefebYUe ZaV
WheQ RQ WRS iQWellecWXal fRUP ² SURdXcWiYe, cUeaWiYe, SXbliVhiQg VRPe
Rf hiV PRVW accRPSliVhed ZRUkV aQd dR]eQV Rf aUWicleV iQ Whe VSace
Rf a feZ \eaUV. The XQTXaliɹed SUiYaWe cRllege WeacheU Rf Whe iQWeU-
ZaU SeUiRd had, iQ Whe PeaQWiPe, becRPe a UeVeaUcheU aQd, VRRQ
afWeUZaUdV, a UecRgQi]ed if XQcRQYeQWiRQal acadePic. The
CRPPXQiVW iQWellecWXal iQ VeaUch Rf legiWiPac\ ZiWh WhRVe he alZa\V
called Whe ¶Rɽcial MaU[iVWV· Pade a UeVRXQdiQg bUeak ZiWh ¶Whe
PaUW\· aW WhiV SRiQW, PakiQg hiP RQe Rf Whe PaiQ ɹgXUeV Rf Whe
cRQWeVWaWiRQ WhaW SUeSaUed aQd SUeɹgXUed Whe eYeQWV Rf Ma\ 1968.1

The gaS VeSaUaWiQg Whe ɹUVW aQd VecRQd YRlXPeV Rf Whe CriWiqXe of
EYer\da\ Life ² fURP 1947 WR 1961 ² iV lRQg eQRXgh, bXW QRW aV lRQg
aV WhaW beWZeeQ Whe VecRQd aQd WhiUd (1961²81). HRZeYeU, iW ZaV
PaUked b\ YaUiRXV e[WUePel\ SRZeUfXl, SUedRPiQaQWl\ SRliWical
XSheaYalV agaiQVW Whe backdURS Rf Whe WrenWe glorieXses, Zhich PeaQW
WhaW eYeU\WhiQg chaQged aW Whe begiQQiQg Rf Whe 1960V QRW RQl\ fRU



HeQUi LefebYUe, bXW aV UegaUdV Whe ZhRle ideRlRgical aQd cXlWXUal
cliPaWe. The 1947 bRRk, iW Pa\ be UePePbeUed, deUiYed iQ laUge
SaUW fURP Whe SUe-ZaU SeUiRd aQd cRXld RQl\ haYe ePeUged iQ Whe
VhRUW-liYed cRQWe[W Rf Whe LibeUaWiRQ, jXVW befRUe Whe dRRUV Rf Whe
¶iURQ cXUWaiQ· clRVed VhXW aQd Whe ZhdaQRYiWe ice age VeW iQ.2
BeWZeeQ WhaW daWe aQd 1961, QRWhiQg leVV WhaQ Whe WUaXPa Rf 1956
RccXUUed ² Whe iQYaViRQ Rf HXQgaU\, KhUXVhcheY·V UeSRUW aQd, fRU
HeQUi LefebYUe, Whe VWaUW Rf a faiUl\ VlRZ SURceVV Rf deWachiQg
hiPVelf fURP CRPPXQiVP iQ Whe QaPe Rf ¶UeYiViQg MaU[iVP·.

The ke\ bRRk Rf a ke\ PRPeQW, WhiV YRlXPe iV SUeVeQWed iQ a
UaWheU UePaUkable fRUP e[SlaiQiQg SUeciVel\ WheVe baVic chaQgeV
aQd, iQ addiWiRQ, iWV aXWhRU·V lXcid, eYeQ SUecRciRXV, cRQVciRXVQeVV
Rf WheP. NeaUl\ a WhiUd Rf iWV 350 SageV aUe iQ facW deYRWed WR
¶CleaUiQg Whe gURXQd·, aWWePSWiQg, aV LefebYUe iQdicaWeV, a balaQce
VheeW Rf Whe WUaQVfRUPaWiRQV iQ eYeU\da\ life RYeU Whe iQWeUYeQiQg
ɹfWeeQ \eaUV. The ɹUVW YRlXPe Rf CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life alUead\
had ¶IQWURdXcWiRQ· aV iWV VXb-WiWle. TheVe SUefaWRU\ We[WV, RU
iQYeQWRUieV, aUe aW RQe ZiWh HeQUi LefebYUe·V aSSURach: Whe deViUe
cRQVWaQWl\ WR liQk Whe cRQceSWXal ZiWh Whe e[SeUieQWial; Whe
aXWRbiRgUaShical diPeQViRQ Rf WheRUeWical UeɻecWiRQ; a UelaWiRQVhiS
WR ¶e[SeUieQce·, iQ HaQQah AUeQdW·V VeQVe Rf Whe ZRUd. AV LefebYUe
fRUPXlaWeV iW ZiWh Whe XWPRVW claUiW\ iQ hiV ¶a[iRPaWic· chaSWeU,
kQRZledge Rf VRcieW\ iV iPSRVVible ZiWhRXW a cUiWiTXe Rf WhiV VRcieW\.
ThiV iV Whe WhUead WhaW Zill gXide RXU UeadiQg: Whe eVVeQWial liQk,
fRUged dXUiQg Whe 1950V, beWZeeQ Whe SRliWical ZhiUlZiQdV geQeUaWed
b\ Whe UifW Rf 1956 aQd Whe RYeUall deYelRSPeQW Rf Whe ɹeld Rf Whe
VRcial VcieQceV, eVSeciall\ VRciRlRg\ aQd iWV ideRlRgical fXQcWiRQ.
WhaW iV VR iQWeUeVWiQg abRXW WhiV bRRk iV WhaW Ze haYe befRUe XV a
PaWXUe ZRUk, ɹUP aQd UigRURXV iQ iWV e[SUeVViRQ, UeVRlXWe iQ iWV
WheRUeWical aPbiWiRQ, aQd ZiWh feZ eTXiYaleQWV iQ Whe UeVW Rf
LefebYUe·V RXWSXW. IW caQ be Uead aV a YeUiWable ¶diVcRXUVe RQ PeWhRd·
iQ VRciRlRg\ ² iQ SaUWicXlaU, becaXVe iW aVSiUeV WR UeVWRUe a SURSeUl\
ShilRVRShical UigRXU WR Whe laWWeU. AQd iW deWeUPiQed a VchRlaUl\
VWaQce iQ HeQUi LefebYUe Zhich, lifWiQg hiP RXW Rf iQWellecWXal
PaUgiQaliW\, giYeV all iWV fRUce WR Whe cRUe Rf Whe SURjecW: Whe
deYelRSPeQW Rf a radical criWiqXe Rf ZhaW e[iVWV WhaW VeUYeV WR claUif\



hiV WUajecWRU\ dXUiQg VXbVeTXeQW \eaUV. FRU ZhaW iV iQ Sla\, be\RQd
Whe VecRQd YRlXPe Rf CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life aQd Whe caVe Rf HeQUi
LefebYUe, iV a lRQgeU iQWellecWXal hiVWRU\, Zhich cRXld eYeQ be
e[WeQded WR PieUUe BRXUdieX, ZhRVe ɹUVW PajRU ZRUkV aSSeaUed iQ
Whe YeU\ VaPe \eaUV. HeUe, hRZeYeU, Ze Vhall cRQɹQe RXUVelYeV WR
Whe 1960V, WakiQg Whe ¶cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life· aV a ceQWUal elePeQW
iQ a hiVWRU\ Rf Whe ¶ideaV Rf Ma\· Zhich, iQ aV PXch aV iW UePaiQV
deSeQdeQW RQ Whe eʃecWV Rf faVhiRQ aQd a posWeriori UecRQVWUXcWiRQV,
UePaiQV WR be ZUiWWeQ.

If SRVWeUiW\ haV UeWaiQed aQ\ iPage Rf hiP fURP Whe 1960V, iW iV
WhaW Rf LefebYUe Whe SRliWical agiWaWRU; aQd heUe Ze Vhall iQdeed be
e[aPiQiQg Whe iPSacW Rf hiV ReXYUe, iQ SaUWicXlaU iWV iQɻXeQce RQ
Whe ideaV Rf Ma\ ·68, Rf Zhich CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life (Whe VecRQd
aV Zell aV ² UeWURacWiYel\ ² Whe ɹUVW YRlXPe) fRUPV a PajRU
cRPSRQeQW. BXW a cRQdiWiRQ Rf WhiV iV WhaW Ze Wake Whe bRRk aV a
highl\ WheRUeWical eQdeaYRXU, XQlike Whe PRUe SRlePical ZRUkV Rf
Whe SeUiRd; WhaW Ze UecRgQi]e iQ iW a VXUSUiViQg cRQWePSRUaQeiW\ iQ
iWV UeadiQg Rf Whe VRcial, RU ZhaW LefebYUe hiPVelf deɹQed aV Whe
¶VRcial We[W· ² laQdVcaSeV, ciWieV, VWUeeWV; WhaW Ze caUefXll\ Uead hiV
aWWePSW WR deYelRS Whe fRUPal iPSlePeQWV aQd VSeciɹc caWegRUieV ²
hiV WeUPV ² Rf a cUiWical VRciRlRg\. OQe Zill UeWaiQ, fRU e[aPSle, Whe
WZeQW\ RU VR SageV RQ Whe ¶idea Rf VWUXcWXUe·, ZheUe Ze ɹQd RQe Rf
Whe beVW deɹQiWiRQV Rf VWUXcWXUaliVP, aQd alVR RQe Rf Whe PRVW
YiUXleQW aWWackV RQ iW aW Whe YeU\ PRPeQW ZheQ Whe debaWe ZaV aW iWV
heighW.3 BXW iQ facW, PXch PRUe bURadl\, Whe VRciRlRg\ WhaW LefebYUe
aWWePSWed WR cRQVWUXcW ZaV deɹQed ZiWh UefeUeQce WR Whe WZR
cXUUeQWV dRPiQaQW aW Whe WiPe: ¶TXaQWiWaWiYe· VRciRlRg\, Zhich he
cUiWici]ed fRU VWickiQg WR eQXPeUaWiRQV aQd claVViɹcaWiRQV WhaW
caQQRW e[haXVW UealiW\; aQd, eTXall\, ¶SaUWiciSaWRU\· VRciRlRg\, Whe
VRciRlRg\ Rf VXUYe\V aQd TXeVWiRQQaiUeV SRVWXlaWiQg a VSRQWaQeiW\ Rf
Whe VRcial UejecWed b\ LefebYUe. IW iV QRW ZiWhiQ P\ UePiW WR aQal\Ve
Whe cRQWeQW aQd cRQceSWV aW VWake iQ WhiV VRciRlRgical cRQWURYeUV\,
Zhich UXQV WhURXgh Whe bRRk ² eVSeciall\ ViQce Whe\ aUe SUeVeQWed WR
UeadeUV cleaUl\ eQRXgh. OQ Whe RWheU haQd, WhaW cRQWURYeUV\ PakeV
iW SRVVible WR gUaVS ZhaW iV eVVeQWial if Ze aUe WR XQdeUVWaQd Whe
iQWellecWXal hiVWRU\ Rf Whe 1960V: Whe fXQdaPeQWal liQk beWZeeQ



VRciRlRg\ aQd SRliWicV, beWZeeQ Whe iQVWiWXWiRQ Rf cRQWePSRUaU\
FUeQch VRciRlRg\ aQd aWWePSWV WR UeQeZ UeYRlXWiRQaU\ WhRXghW iQ a
UXSWXUe ZiWh SWaliQiVP. ThiV iV Whe PRYePeQW, Zhich begaQ Zell
befRUe Ma\ 1968 aQd cRQWiQXed fRU SaUW Rf Whe 1970V, I UefeU WR b\
Whe QRWiRQ Rf ¶Uadical cUiWiTXe· ² a ShUaVe WR be fRXQd iQ LefebYUe
aQd RWheUV. IW iV WhiV clRVel\ liQked UelaWiRQ WhaW I ZRXld like WR WUack
WhURXgh Whe dXal WUajecWRU\, SURfeVViRQal aQd SRliWical, Rf RXU
ShilRVRSheU Rf Whe eYeU\da\.

The Centre d·ptudes sociologiques

IQ UeWURVSecW, Ze Pa\ VWaUW ZiWh a cRPPRQSlace abRXW 1968,
accRUdiQg WR Zhich VRciRlRg\ aQd VRciRlRgiVWV, VWXdeQWV aQd
WeacheUV, ZeUe eVVeQWial dUiYiQg fRUceV behiQd Whe Ma\ eYeQWV. ¶AQ
iPPaWXUe diVciSliQe ZiWhRXW aQ\ RSeQiQgV, VRciRlRg\ laXQched Whe
PRYePeQW Rf Ma\ ·68,· ZURWe GeRUgeV PRPSidRX iQ Le N±Xd
gordien; aQd Whe idea WhaW VRciRlRg\ ZaV a ViWe Rf UeYRlXWiRQaU\
WhiQkiQg becaXVe iW ZaV a dRPiQaWed diVciSliQe SeUYadeV BRXUdieX
aQd PaVVeURQ·V The InheriWors, RQe Rf Whe cXlW bRRkV Rf Whe SeUiRd.4
UQdeUl\iQg WhiV cRPPRQSlace aUe VeYeUal deeSeU TXeVWiRQV abRXW
Whe deYelRSPeQW Rf Whe diVciSliQe afWeU Whe ZaU, aQd iWV URle aV
aQal\VW aQd caWal\VW Rf a ceUWaiQ QXPbeU Rf debaWeV abRXW VRcieW\, aV
Zell aV abRXW Whe SeUVRQal WUajecWRU\ Rf LefebYUe ZhR, eYeQ WhRXgh
he ZaV QRZ iQWegUaWed iQWR Whe XQiYeUViW\ V\VWeP, UePaiQed
PaUgiQali]ed ZiWh UeVSecW bRWh WR Whe UR\al diVciSliQe Rf ShilRVRSh\
aQd a SaUW\ WhaW UejecWed WhiV SaUWicXlaU fRUP Rf ¶bRXUgeRiV VcieQce·.

IQ 1948, fRllRZiQg a bUief VSell aW RadiR TRXlRXVe ZheUe TUiVWaQ
T]aUa had iQWURdXced hiP aW Whe LibeUaWiRQ, aQd WheQ a UeWXUQ ²
bUiefeU VWill ² WR VecRQdaU\-VchRRl WeachiQg, LefebYUe fRXQd hiPVelf
aPRQg Whe Vi[ UeVeaUcheUV aSSRiQWed WR Whe CeQWUe d·pWXdeV
VRciRlRgiTXeV, a labRUaWRU\ Rf Whe CeQWUe QaWiRQal de la UecheUche
VcieQWiɹTXe fRXQded iQ 1946 b\ GeRUgeV GXUYiWch, ZhRP GeRUgeV
FUiedPaQQ ZaV WR VXcceed iQ 1949. We PXVW Va\ a ZRUd abRXW
GXUYiWch, aQ XQXVXal chaUacWeU, ¶Whe RXWcaVW fURP Whe hRUde· aV he
chaUacWeUi]ed hiPVelf iQ aQ aUWicle RQ hiV iQWellecWXal iWiQeUaU\



SXbliVhed iQ 1966, jXVW afWeU hiV deaWh.5 A VRcialiVW UeYRlXWiRQaU\,
GXUYiWch ZaV e[iled fURP RXVVia iQ 1921, ɹUVW WR PUagXe aQd WheQ, iQ
1924, WR PaUiV, ZheUe he WRRk hiV dRcWRUaWe iQ ShilRVRSh\, befRUe
VXcceediQg MaXUice HalbZachV aW SWUaVbRXUg iQ 1935. E[iled RQce
agaiQ dXUiQg Whe ZaU ² WR NeZ YRUk, ZheUe he ZRUked ZiWh Whe NeZ
SchRRl fRU SRcial ReVeaUch ² he UeWXUQed WR iQWURdXce APeUicaQ
VRciRlRg\ fRU Whe ɹUVW WiPe aQd WheQ challeQge iW. HiV iQWeUQaWiRQal
RSeQQeVV aQd SeUVRQal chaUiVPa haYe RfWeQ beeQ VWUeVVed, bXW,
UePaiQiQg a ShilRVRSheU iQ hiV UefeUeQceV aQd caWegRUieV, he ZaV
QeYeU hiPVelf fXll\ iQWegUaWed iQWR FUeQch VRciRlRg\. AQd \eW,
cRQQecWed WR a ZhRle QeWZRUk ² LXcieQ FebYUe·V Vi[Wh VecWiRQ Rf Whe
ecRle SUaWiTXe deV haXWeV pWXdeV aQd Whe CRQVeUYaWRiUe QaWiRQal deV
aUWV eW PpWieUV ZheUe GeRUgeV FUiedPaQQ ZaV aSSRiQWed Whe VaPe
\eaU (1946) ² GXUYiWch UeSUeVeQWed bRWh Whe liQk aQd Whe UXSWXUe
ZiWh Whe DXUkheiPiaQ legac\, ZiWh Whe VRciRlRg\ Rf VRcial facWV; aQd
iW ZaV aURXQd hiP WhaW ZhaW haV beeQ called Whe ¶VecRQd fRXQdaWiRQ
Rf FUeQch VRciRlRg\· deYelRSed afWeU 1945.6 HiWheUWR haUd WR
diVWiQgXiVh fURP VRcial SV\chRlRg\ aQd ShilRVRSh\, Rf Zhich iW
fRUPed RQe Rf Whe diSlRPaV, VRciRlRg\ had RQl\ beeQ UeSUeVeQWed b\
a feZ SRVWV aW PaUiV, BRUdeaX[ aQd SWUaVbRXUg. A geQeUaWiRQ laWeU, iQ
Whe 1970V, Whe PaiQ acWRUV iQ Whe hiVWRU\ Rf FUeQch VRciRlRg\ had
SaVVed WhURXgh WhiV VPall CeQWUe d·pWXdeV VRciRlRgiTXeV.

WiWh HeQUi LpY\-BUXhl aQd GabUiel Le BUaV aURXQd hiP, aQd
aVViVWed iQ Whe VecUeWaUiaW b\ Whe PaUYellRXV YYRQQe HalbZachV,
ZidRZ Rf MaXUice, GXUYiWch fRXQded Whe CeQWUe d·pWXdeV
VRciRlRgiTXeV ZiWh VRPe ViQgXlaU, cXUiRXV ɹgXUeV, ZhR ZeUe UaWheU
QRQ-acadePic aQd SRVVeVVed liWWle acadePic caSiWal (feZ ZeUe
agrpgps). TheiU UecUXiWPeQW ZaV a PaWWeU Rf chaQce, Rf UelaWiRQV
fRUged iQ Whe ReViVWaQce aQd SRliWical acWiYiW\ (EdgaU MRUiQ), Zhile
WZR Rf WheP caPe fURP UUiage (HeQUi ChRPbaUW de LaXZe aQd
JRʃUe DXPa]edieU); aQd Rf aQ iQWeUeVW iQ Whe ZRUkiQg claVV, Zhich
e[SlaiQV Whe eaUl\ VSeciali]aWiRQ iQ Whe VRciRlRg\ Rf ZRUk (GeRUgeV
FUiedPaQQ), bXW alVR iQ XUbaQ VRciRlRg\ aQd eYeQ Whe VRciRlRg\ Rf
UeligiRQ. ThiV iV Whe heURic cRQWe[W iQ Zhich Ze PXVW ViWXaWe Whe
aUUiYal iQ 1948 Rf HeQUi LefebYUe, ZhR had kQRZQ FUiedPaQQ ViQce
Whe 1920V aQd ZhR UaSidl\ becaPe YYRQQe HalbZachV· gRd.



LefebYUe ZaV QeYeU a GXUYiWchiaQ, bXW GXUYiWch, eQgaged ZiWh Whe
SURbleP Rf UeYRlXWiRQaU\ chaQge aQd defeQdeU Rf a faiUl\ cRPSle[
YiViRQ Rf a ¶dialecWical· VRciRlRg\ ² a VRciRlRg\ Rf Whe WRWaliW\ ² cRXld
QRW bXW be aSSUeciaWiYe Rf hiV SRVW-ZaU SXblicaWiRQV, SaUWicXlaUl\
CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life. AbRXW hiV eQWU\ iQWR Whe CES Ze SRVVeVV Whe
WeVWiPRQ\ Rf a VecRQd-UaWe QRYel b\ FUaQoRiVe d·EaXbRQQe, Le Temps
d·apprendre j YiYre, ZheUe he iV deSicWed iQ Whe fRUP Rf Whe MaU[iVW
ShilRVRSheU HeUYp LefRUW, aQd ZheUe Vhe deVcUibeV Whe highl\
SRliWici]ed aWPRVSheUe Rf Whe CeQWUe, VeYeUal Rf ZhRVe PePbeUV,
like LefebYUe RU MRUiQ, ZeUe CRPPXQiVWV.7

IQiWiall\ LefebYUe SXW cRQVideUable eʃRUW iQWR Whe aUea Rf UXUal
VRciRlRg\, cUeaWiQg a UXUal VRciRlRg\ gURXS iQ 1950 WR Zhich he
iQYiWed Whe beVW FUeQch UXUal VchRlaUV (DaQiel HalpY\, Michel
CpSqde, LRXiV CheYalieU, ReQp DXPRQW), aQd ePbaUkiQg RQ aUea
VXUYe\V ² iQ SaUWicXlaU, iQ Whe TXVcaQ cRXQWU\Vide iQ 1950²51.8
DXUiQg Whe ZaU he had ZRUked RQ Whe P\UeQeaQ Yalle\V, gRiQg
WhURXgh Whe aUchiYeV Rf SaVWRUal cRPPXQiWieV aQd diVcRYeUiQg iQ
WheP a kiQd Rf ¶SUiPiWiYe cRPPXQiVP· WhaW had SeUPeaWed hiV
cRPSRViWiRQ Rf CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life. FURP WhiV UeVeaUch he
deUiYed hiV dRcWRUal WheViV RQ Les CommXnaXWps pa\sannes
p\rpnpennes, defeQded iQ JXQe 1954 (hiV ɹUVW acadePic TXaliɹcaWiRQ
ViQce hiV diplтme d·pWXdes sXpprieXres, RbWaiQed WhiUW\ \eaUV eaUlieU iQ
1924!).9 HiV ZRUk ZaV PaUked b\ a PiliWaQW diPeQViRQ, b\ hiV liQkV
ZiWh IWaliaQ agUicXlWXUal XQiRQV aQd eYeQ hiV iQɻXeQce RQ Whe
JeXQeVVe agUicRle chUpWieQQe iQ FUaQce, bXW alVR becaXVe hiV
ePSiUical UeVeaUch ZaV V\VWePaWicall\ cRXSled ZiWh WheRUeWical
SXblicaWiRQV, RQ gURXQd UeQW aQd agUaUiaQ cRPPXQiWieV, cXlPiQaWiQg
iQ a TraiWp de sociologie rXrale, Whe PaQXVcUiSW Rf Zhich VeePV WR
haYe beeQ VWRleQ, aQd Zhich SXW hiP RXW Rf WXQe ZiWh Whe PCF, WheQ
aW Whe heighW Rf iWV L\VeQkRiVW ShaVe. ThiV SRliWical iQYeVWPeQW ZaV,
PRUeRYeU, WR cRVW hiP aQ ¶aʃaiUe LefebYUe· ZiWh Whe diUecWRUaWe Rf
Whe CNRS. IQ 1953, dXUiQg Whe ¶JRXUQpeV QaWiRQaleV d·pWXdeV deV
iQWellecWXelV cRPPXQiVWeV·, iQ hiV UeSRUW RQ Whe CeUcle deV
VRciRlRgXeV cRPPXQiVWeV he had aWWacked Whe ¶SRlice VRciRlRg\· Rf
Whe bRXUgeRiVie, Zhich iQde[ed Whe ZRUkiQg claVV, aQd had VeW abRXW
GXUYiWch aQd FUiedPaQQ b\ QaPe.10 The UeacWiRQ Rf Whe CNRS ZaV



iPPediaWe (Whe CRld WaU ZaV WheQ iQ fXll VZiQg): he ZaV dePRWed
back dRZQ WR VecRQdaU\ VchRRlV. LefebYUe defeQded hiPVelf iQ a
VWaWePeQW, ¶PURWeVWaWiRQ de M. HeQUi LefebYUe cRQWUe la ɹQ de VRQ
dpWachPeQW aX CNRS·;11 aQd a caPSaigQ RUgaQi]ed b\ Whe
UeVeaUcheUV· XQiRQ, led b\ AlaiQ TRXUaiQe aQd EdgaU MRUiQ, led WR
hiV UeiQVWaWePeQW aQd hiV beiQg gUaQWed WeQXUe aV ma̘Wre de recherche
iQ OcWRbeU 1954.12

ArgXments and the ¶Revision of Marxism·

AW WhiV SRiQW iQ WiPe LefebYUe ZaV alUead\ ɹghWiQg RQ WZR fURQWV:
Zhile, YiV-j-YiV bRXUgeRiV VRciRlRg\, he VRXghW WR deYelRS Whe idea Rf
a MaU[iVW VRciRlRg\, aV UegaUdV Whe CRPPXQiVW PaUW\ he had WR
e[SlaiQ WhaW VRciRlRg\ VeUYed a SXUSRVe aQd cRXld QRW be UedXced WR
bRXUgeRiV VcieQce. IQ WUXWh, Whe PiVXQdeUVWaQdiQg ZeQW back PXch
fXUWheU. WiWh Whe ɹUVW YRlXPe Rf CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life, Ze lefW
HeQUi LefebYUe YeUgiQg RQ Whe VWaWXV Rf Rɽcial CRPPXQiVW PaUW\
ShilRVRSheU, SaUWicXlaUl\ ZiWh hiV SaUWiciSaWiRQ iQ Whe aQWi-SaUWUe
RʃeQViYe (L·E[isWenWialisme, 1947) aQd Whe SXblicaWiRQ Rf hiV VhRUW
¶QXe-VaiV je?· We[W Le Mar[isme (1948), Zhich UePaiQV Whe beVW-
VelliQg We[W iQ Whe cRllecWiRQ aW PUeVVeV UQiYeUViWaiUeV de FUaQce aQd
Zhich, like hiV 1939 bRRk DialecWical MaWerialism, ZaV WR VeUYe aV a
UefeUeQce fRU geQeUaWiRQV Rf MaU[iVW iQWellecWXalV. The id\ll, iW Pa\
be UePePbeUed, laVWed WZR \eaUV aW PRVW. B\ 1949, LefebYUe fRXQd
hiPVelf back iQ Whe SRViWiRQ Rf PaUgiQal CRPPXQiVW he had
RccXSied fRU WhiUW\ \eaUV, fURP hiV adheViRQ iQ 1928 WR hiV e[clXViRQ
iQ 1958. AV eaUl\ aV 1948, Whe SaUW\ SaUal\Ved hiV SURjecWV, SXlSed a
ZRUk he had alUead\ ZUiWWeQ, MpWhodologie des sciences, aQd dela\ed
hiV ConWribXWion j l·esWhpWiqXe XQWil 1953. AQd he ZaV challeQged RQ
VeYeUal RccaViRQV iQ La NoXYelle CriWiqXe fRU hiV ¶QeR-HegeliaQiVP·
aQd hiV iQWRleUable claiP WR SUeVeUYe Whe UelaWiYe aXWRQRP\ Rf
ShilRVRSh\ fURP SRliWical iPSeUaWiYeV.13 WhaW acWXall\ iQWeUeVWed
LefebYUe ZaV QRW SURleWaUiaQ VcieQce aV defeQded b\ ZhdaQRY fURP
1947 RQZaUdV, VWill leVV Whe UelaWiYe RU abVRlXWe iPPiVeUaWiRQ Rf Whe
SURleWaUiaW WhaW fRUPed a gUeaW debaWe Rf Whe 1950V, aQd eYeQ leVV



L\VeQkR. WhaW iQWeUeVWed hiP ZaV aQal\ViQg Whe debaVePeQW Rf
eYeU\da\ life iQ Whe PRdeUQ ZRUld, PaUked b\ Whe VXbjecW·V
VeSaUaWiRQ fURP iWVelf aQd Whe RbjecWiɹcaWiRQ Rf Whe RbjecW UedXced
WR UeiɹcaWiRQ, WR Whe RbjecW lRViQg aQ\ aeVWheWic YalXe, WR Whe SRYeUW\
Rf Whe PRdeUQ ZRUld.

NeYeUWheleVV, Whe SURceVV Rf bUeakiQg ZiWh Whe CRPPXQiVW PaUW\
ZaV UaWheU VWUaQge aQd SRVeV Whe TXeVWiRQ, fRUPXlaWed b\ EdgaU
MRUiQ iQ Whe half-WRQe SRUWUaiW he dUeZ Rf LefebYUe iQ hiV 1958 AXWo-
criWiqXe: ¶Ah! Wh\ did WhiV bXWWeUɻ\ cUaZl like a caWeUSillaU fRU
\eaUV?· Wh\ did LefebYUe UePaiQ iQ Whe PCF VR lRQg? aVkV MRUiQ,
Zhile VXggeVWiQg WhaW he Said fRU ¶hiV VPall PaUgiQ Rf dialecWical
aXWRQRP\ ZiWh WRWal SRliWical VXbVeUYieQce·.14 IQ facW, iQ cRQWUaVW WR
Whe VXcceVViYe ZaYeV Rf iQWellecWXalV ZhR ZeUe e[clXded fURP Whe
SaUW\ RU ZiWhdUeZ fURP iW fURP 1948 RQZaUdV, LefebYUe did QRW
Pake a PaUk iQ aQ\ Rf Whe PajRU cUiVeV ² Whe PUagXe cRXS, Whe
cRQdePQaWiRQ Rf TiWRiVP, Whe KUaYWcheQkR aʃaiU, Whe Rajk WUial, Whe
DRcWRUV· SlRW; RU eYeQ ZheQ faced ZiWh Whe eaUWhTXake Rf 1956 ² Whe
TZeQWieWh CRQgUeVV Rf Whe CPSU aQd WheQ, iQ OcWRbeU, Whe SRYieW
iQWeUYeQWiRQ iQ HXQgaU\ ² ZheQ he had kQRZledge Rf KhUXVhcheY·V
UeSRUW YeU\ eaUl\ RQ, aV eaUl\ aV FebUXaU\, dXUiQg a WUiS WR Whe GDR
aW Whe iQYiWaWiRQ Rf Whe BeUliQ AcadeP\ Rf ScieQceV.15 ThiV ZaV
becaXVe hiV SURbleP ZaV PRUe WheRUeWical WhaQ diUecWl\ SRliWical. IQ
WhiV VeQVe, Whe ɹUVW VhRck daWeV back WR 1955, RQ Whe RccaViRQ Rf a
lecWXUe RQ LXkicV WR Whe HXQgaUiaQ IQVWiWXWe Rf PaUiV ZheQ LefebYUe,
Zhile SRlePici]iQg ZiWh Ra\PRQd AURQ (The OpiXm of Whe
InWellecWXals) aQd MeUleaX-PRQW\ (AdYenWXres of Whe DialecWic), UejecWed
Whe ZhdaQRYiWe WheViV Rf ¶SURleWaUiaQ VcieQce·. AWWacked iQ Whe
CRPPXQiVW SUeVV, he cRSSed a ZaUQiQg fURP Whe SaUW\ leadeUVhiS,
Zhich SUeYeQWed SXblicaWiRQ Rf hiV lecWXUe.16

The ke\ TXeVWiRQ fRU LefebYUe, aV fRU a QXPbeU Rf iQWellecWXalV aW
Whe WiPe, ZaV Whe cUiViV Rf RUWhRdR[\ aQd Whe UeYiViRQ Rf MaU[iVP.
The PaiQ aQchRUage SRiQW Rf WhiV challeQge ZaV WR be Whe jRXUQal
ArgXmenWs, fRXQded iQ 1956 aQd ZRXQd XS b\ iWV ediWRUV iQ 1962, iQ
Zhich Whe SUiPe PRYeUV ZeUe EdgaU MRUiQ, JeaQ DXYigQaXd aQd
KRVWaV A[elRV.17 A ¶UeVeaUch bXlleWiQ· UaWheU WhaQ Whe RUgaQ Rf a
gURXS, WhiV jRXUQal gaWheUed WRgeWheU WhiQkeUV e[clXded fURP Whe



PCF aQd a QXPbeU Rf SeRSle fURP Whe VRcialiVW lefW ZhR ZaQWed WR
UeQRYaWe VRcialiVP. BefRUe aQd afWeU Whe TZeQWieWh CRQgUeVV, Whe
iQiWiaWiYe Rf WheVe UeYRlXWiRQaU\ iQWellecWXalV ZaV WR Veek WR UeQeZ
MaU[iVP b\ all aYailable PeaQV. LefebYUe hiPVelf RQl\ SXbliVhed
WZR aUWicleV iQ iW, aQd fRllRZiQg hiV e[clXViRQ fURP Whe CRPPXQiVW
PaUW\ ² RQe iQ 1959, ¶JXVWice eW YpUiWp·, RQ NieW]Vche (QR. 15); Whe
RWheU iQ 1962, ¶La VigQiɹcaWiRQ de la CRPPXQe· (QR. 27). A lRRVe
gURXSiQg URXQd ArgXmenWs VRXghW WR UeWhiQk FUeQch VRcieW\,
SaUWicXlaUl\ afWeU de GaXlle·V YicWRU\, Zhich SRVed VRPe QeZ
SURblePV; WR UeWhiQk PRdeUQ ciYili]aWiRQ, Whe UeigQ Rf bXUeaXcUac\,
WechQiTXe, Whe ¶QeZ ZRUkiQg claVV· (SeUge MalleW), ¶fUagPeQWed ZRUk·
(GeRUgeV FUiedPaQQ); WR UeWhiQk iQWeUQaWiRQal UelaWiRQV b\ SRViQg
Whe TXeVWiRQ Rf Whe ThiUd WRUld. IQ Whe QaPe Rf a PeWhRdRlRgical
SRViWiRQ WhaW cRQViVWed iQ WU\iQg WR UeaVRQ (Whe PeaQiQg Rf
RaggionamenWi, Whe WiWle Rf Whe IWaliaQ jRXUQal WhaW ZRUked ZiWh
WheP), WR SRVe TXeVWiRQV aQd QRW WR WU\ WR RʃeU aQ iQWeUSUeWaWiYe liQe
RQ MaU[iVP, Whe\ SRQdeUed a ke\ ZRUd ² ¶alieQaWiRQ· ² UediVcRYeUed
Yia Whe \RXQg MaU[ aQd LXkicV. LXcieQ GRldPaQQ·V Hidden God,
PieUUe NaYille·V WheViV De l·alipnaWion j la joXissance, RRlaQd BaUWheV·V
M\Whologies ² all WheVe ZRUkV fURP 1956²57, Zhich cRiQcided ZiWh
Whe eYRlXWiRQ Rf Annales WRZaUdV Whe ¶lRQgXe dXUpe·, VhifWed
e[aPiQaWiRQ WRZaUdV Whe eYeU\da\ aQd PRdeUQiW\. LefebYUe·V
cRQWUibXWiRQ WR Whe TXeVWiRQ iQ WhiV SeUiRd ZaV WR be hiV lRQg
iQWURdXcWiRQ WR Whe VecRQd ediWiRQ Rf CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life
(1958), iQ Zhich he VRXghW WR e[aPiQe ZhaW had chaQged beWZeeQ
1947 aQd 1958 iQ Whe PRdeUQ ZRUld, aQd ZheUe he UefRcXVed RQ Whe
TXeVWiRQ Rf alieQaWiRQ. IQ addiWiRQ, ArgXmenWs RSeQed iWVelf WR
fRUeigQ cXUUeQWV (Whe FUaQkfXUW SchRRl, LXkicV, MaUcXVe,
KRlakRZVki). AlRQgVide Whe YaUiRXV PRYePeQWV aWWePSWiQg WR UeYiVe
MaU[iVP iQ FUaQce, Ze VhRXld iQ facW iQWURdXce a VeUieV Rf
iQWeUQaWiRQal diPeQViRQV, ZheWheU Whe VhRck Rf AlgeUia, RU CXba, RU
YXgRVlaY Velf-PaQagePeQW, aQd laWeU WhaW Rf Whe ChiQeVe CXlWXUal
ReYRlXWiRQ. HRZeYeU, Whe PaiQ SRiQW heUe iV WR claUif\ Whe SaUallel
beWZeeQ debaWeV RQ Whe ¶UeYiViRQ Rf MaU[iVP· aQd debaWeV RQ Whe
fXQcWiRQ Rf VRciRlRg\. JXVW aV ArgXmenWs VeUYed, iQ RpP\ Rieʃel·V
ShUaVe, aV a SRliWical ¶decRPSUeVViRQ chaPbeU· fRU Whe e[iW fURP



SWaliQiVP, VR Whe CeQWUe d·pWXdeV VRciRlRgiTXeV aQd Whe Cahiers
inWernaWionaX[ de sociologie, fRXQded b\ GXUYiWch, VeUYed aV a
VcieQWiɹc aQd cXlWXUal ¶decRPSUeVViRQ chaPbeU·.18 IW ZaV iQ SaUW Whe
VaPe aXWhRUV ZhR cRQfURQWed each RWheU iQ bRWh ² MRUiQ,
DXYigQaXd, BalaQdieU, TRXUaiQe, NaYille ² VR WhaW iW iV legiWiPaWe WR
deɹQe aQ a[iV e[WeQdiQg fURP VRciRlRgical UeVeaUch WR Whe jRXUQalV
aQd Paga]iQeV WhaW Uela\ed WheVe TXeVWiRQV WR a ZideU SXblic (EspriW,
Le NoXYel ObserYaWeXr), aQd Whe UecXUUeQW WhePeV Rf VXUYe\V aQd
cRllRTXia cleaUl\ SUeɹgXUiQg PaQ\ Rf Whe cRQceUQV Rf 1968: faVhiRQ,
QeedV, VRcial claVVeV, XUbaQi]aWiRQ, WechQical VRcieW\ aQd ciYili]aWiRQ,
WUadiWiRQ aQd cRQWiQXiW\, Whe VRciRlRg\ Rf chaQge, SUedicWiRQ iQ
VRciRlRg\, Whe cUiWiTXe Rf PRdeUQiW\.

FRU WhiV dXal debaWe aVVXPed a SXblic chaUacWeU. LefebYUe·V
RSSRViWiRQ WR Whe SaUW\ liQe had lRQg beeQ iQWeUQal, QRWabl\ ZiWhiQ
Whe RSSRViWiRQal cell Rf Whe CeQWUe d·pWXdeV VRciRlRgiTXeV. BXW iW
VRRQ e[WeQded WR Whe ¶fUacWiRQal· gURXSV L·eWincelle (VicWRU LedXc,
JeaQ-PieUUe VeUQaQW, HplqQe PaUPeliQ, MaXUice CaYeiQg, Ma[iPe
RRdiQVRQ) iQ 1957 aQd, abRYe all, Voies noXYelles iQ ASUil 1958,
ZheUe he SXbliVhed VeYeUal aUWicleV ² iQ SaUWicXlaU, a VeW RQ
¶MaU[iVPe eW WhpRUie de l·iQfRUPaWiRQ· iQ Whe ɹUVW WZR iVVXeV WhaW
aWWUacWed a lRW Rf aWWeQWiRQ.19 ThiV ZaV Whe cRQWe[W iQ Zhich LefebYUe
SXbliVhed aQ aUWicle WhaW ZaV ke\ iQ eYeU\WhiQg WhaW haSSeQed
WheUeafWeU, ¶Le PaU[iVPe eW la SeQVpe fUaQoaiVe·, Zhich dUeZ XS a
diVaVWURXV balaQce VheeW Rf Whe WheRUeWical UegUeVViRQ Rf SWaliQiVW
dRgPaWiVP. PXbliVhed iQ Whe PRliVh jRXUQal TZorc]osc aW Whe eQd Rf
1956, UeleaVed iQ JXQe 1957 iQ France-ObserYaWeXr aQd iQ JXl\-
AXgXVW iQ Les Temps modernes, Whe aUWicle eaUQW hiP e[clXViRQ fURP
Whe ediWRUial cRPPiWWee Rf La NoXYelle CriWiqXe alRQg ZiWh YaUiRXV
RWheUV.20 ThiV aQal\ViV ZaV UeVXPed aQd e[WeQded aW Whe begiQQiQg
Rf 1958 iQ Problqmes acWXels dX mar[isme, SXbliVhed b\ PUeVVeV
UQiYeUViWaiUeV de FUaQce.21 AW Whe VaPe WiPe, he SaUWiciSaWed,
WRgeWheU ZiWh Whe Temps modernes ciUcle aQd Whe MeQdpViVW lefW
(BRXUdeW, MaUWiQeW) aURXQd Whe ClXb de la gaXche, iQ a QXPbeU Rf
diVcXVViRQV RQ Whe ¶QeZ lefW· aQd Whe ¶QeZ ZRUkiQg claVV· WhaW led WR
Whe fRXQdaWiRQ Rf Whe PSA aQd WheQ Whe PSU, Zhich LefebYUe QeYeU
jRiQed. He ZaV WR be cUiWici]ed fRU all WhiV. BXW iW ZaV RQ SRliWical



gURXQdV WhaW a SURcedXUe WR e[clXde hiP ZaV iQiWiaWed iQ JXQe 1958.
He ZaV cUiWici]ed fRU hiV SURlRQged ¶acWiYiW\ Rf bUeakiQg aZa\·
WhURXgh SXblicaWiRQV iQ Whe ¶bRXUgeRiV SUeVV· (L·E[press, France-
ObserYaWeXr, Whe NRF, Les Temps modernes), hiV UeYiViRQiVW ZRUkV
(Problqmes acWXels dX mar[isme) aQd hiV ¶blaWaQW fUacWiRQal acWiYiW\· iQ
SaUWiciSaWiQg iQ Whe ClXb de la gaXche aQd RSSRViWiRQal SXblicaWiRQV
(Voies noXYelles).22 PURQRXQced fRU a \eaU, Whe e[clXViRQ ZRXld iQ
facW SURYe deɹQiWiYe: he ZRXld QeYeU UeWXUQ, deVSiWe Whe liQeV
WhURZQ hiP aW Whe begiQQiQg Rf Whe 1980V b\ a SaUW\ RQl\ WRR
haSS\, iQ WiPeV Rf faPiQe, WR haYe a laVW iQWellecWXal WR digeVW.

ThiV e[clXViRQ callV fRU WhUee RbVeUYaWiRQV. The ɹUVW iV Whe YiRleQce
Rf Whe aWWackV Whe PCF XQleaVhed agaiQVW hiP, laXQchiQg agaiQVW Whe
TXaUU\ iWV iQWellecWXalV ² GilbeUW MXU\, GX\ BeVVe, AQdUp
GiVVelbUechW, LXcieQ SqYe, JeaQ KaQaSa ² aQd PakiQg hiP a
SUiYileged WaUgeW aW iWV FifWeeQWh CRQgUeVV (1959). The YiUXleQce ZaV
cRPPeQVXUaWe ZiWh Whe ¶e[WUePe SaWieQce· Rf Whe PCF, WR adRSW a
ShUaVe Rf LXcieQ SqYe fURP 1960.23 ThiV ZaV becaXVe Whe lRVV Rf
HeQUi LefebYUe ZaV, aV DaYid CaXWe iQdicaWeV iQ hiV claVVic
CommXnism and Whe French InWellecWXals, a heaY\ blRZ fRU Whe SaUW\.24

BXW iW ZaV alVR Whe caVe ² VecRQd RbVeUYaWiRQ ² WhaW, ZhaWeYeU Whe
Rɽcial gURXQdV, Whe YiUXleQce aQd YXlgaUiW\ Rf WheVe aWWackV ZeUe
diUecWed aW aQ iQWellecWXal, QRW a SRliWical ɹgXUe. HeQUi LefebYUe iV a
XQiTXe e[aPSle Rf aQ iQWellecWXal, a ShilRVRSheU, e[clXded fRU hiV
ideaV: AlWhXVVeU ZaV QRW e[clXded aQd, aV fRU GaUaXd\, iW ZaV Whe
SRliWbXUR PePbeU ZhR ZaV RXVWed.

If Whe SRliWical bUeak ZaV RbYiRXVl\ fXQdaPeQWal iQ allRZiQg
LefebYUe WR deYelRS hiV WhiQkiQg iQ WRWal fUeedRP, WheUe ZaV QR Ueal
WheRUeWical diVcRQWiQXiW\ iQ hiV deViUe WR cRQVWUXcW a liYiQg MaU[iVP,
fUeed fURP dRgPaWiVP aQd cRPPiWWed WR Whe aQal\ViV Rf
cRQWePSRUaU\ SheQRPeQa. CeUWaiQl\, he UeVSRQded WR hiV e[clXViRQ
b\ SXbliVhiQg aQ iQiWial aQal\ViV, ¶L·e[clX V·iQclXW·, iQ Les Temps
modernes aV eaUl\ aV JXl\ 1958. AbRYe all, aV if iW UeSUeVeQWed a
YeUiWable libeUaWiRQ fRU hiP, he WhUeZ hiPVelf iQWR Whe cRPSRViWiRQ
Rf La Somme eW le resWe ² WhaW VWUaQge QaUUaWiYe Rf a ¶ShilRVRShical
adYeQWXUe· Zhich UePaiQV fRU PaQ\ hiV PajRU ZRUk.25
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¶HaYiQg eQWeUed a RRPaQWic, LefebYUe lefW a RRPaQWic·, ZURWe
MaXUice BlaQchRW iQ Whe ɹQe SRUWUaiW (¶SlRZ FXQeUal·) he dUeZ Rf
hiP iQ L·AmiWip. If he VWa\ed, iW iV becaXVe he belieYed iW SRVVible,
WhaQkV WR Whe SRViWiRQ he RccXSied, WR PaiQWaiQ aQ RSeQiQg, eYeQ if
iW VRPeWiPeV PeaQW Sla\iQg a dRXble gaPe: ¶a ShilRVRSheU·V head iV
a haUd head, eYeQ XQbUeakable·.26 IQ Whe iQWeUiP, LefebYUe SXbliVhed
aQRWheU aUWicle iQ Whe NRF, dUaZiQg leVV ɹUe fURP ¶SaUW\
iQWellecWXalV·, Zhich ZaV diʃeUeQW iQ VcRSe aQd deVWiQed WR haYe a
diʃeUeQW echR iQ Whe cRPiQg decade. ThiV aUWicle, ¶VeUV XQ
URPaQWiVPe UpYRlXWiRQQaiUe·, WakeQ XS aQd UeZRUked RQ VeYeUal
RccaViRQV, QRWabl\ iQ Whe InWrodXcWion Wo ModerniW\ iQ 1962, XVheUed
iQ hiV ShaVe Rf ¶Uadical cUiWiTXe·, PakiQg iW SRVVible fRU hiP WR TXiW
Whe CRPPXQiVW PaUW\ ¶fURP Whe lefW·.27 IQ WhiV We[W, LefebYUe UeYiYed
Whe 1925 ideal Rf a UeYRlXWiRQ WhaW cRXld RQl\ VXcceed if iW e[WeQded
QRW PeUel\ WR Whe ecRQRPic iQfUaVWUXcWXUe, bXW WR PeQWaliWieV aQd
cXlWXUe; WhaW VeW RXW ² heQce Whe QRWiRQ Rf UeYRlXWiRQaU\
RRPaQWiciVP ² fURP Whe cUiWiTXe Rf PRdeUQiW\ Zhich ZaV fRU hiP aW
Whe heaUW Rf QiQeWeeQWh-ceQWXU\ RRPaQWiciVP, fURP a UefXVal Rf Whe
PRdeUQ ZRUld. ThiV RRPaQWiciVP PXVW be RUieQWed WRZaUdV Whe
SURdXcWiRQ Rf ReXYUeV aQd Whe SURdXcWiRQ Rf PaQ hiPVelf ² ZhaW
LefebYUe, like PaQ\ SeRSle iQ Whe SWaliQiVW eUa, called ¶Whe QeZ PaQ·.
ThiV We[W VeePV WR Pe be eVVeQWial fRU XQdeUVWaQdiQg Whe SURceVV Rf
UXSWXUe aQd Whe YaUiRXV deYelRSPeQWV iQ Zhich he ZaV eQgaged
fURP 1956 WR 1958.

BXW ɹUVW, iQ RUdeU WR aSSUeciaWe hiV VeQVaWiRQal eQWU\ iQWR Uadical
cUiWiTXe SURSeUl\, Ze PXVW UeViWXaWe HeQUi LefebYUe iQ Whe cRQWe[W Rf
Whe VchRlaUl\ legiWiPac\ he acTXiUed aW Whe WXUQ Rf Whe 1960V.
CRQWUaU\ WR UeWURVSecWiYe UecRQVWUXcWiRQV, Ze Pa\ QRWe WhaW
VRciRlRg\ ZaV QRZ QR lRQgeU TXiWe ZhaW iW had beeQ iQ 1945²46,
ZheQ he jRiQed Whe CES.28 AV eaUl\ aV 1946, GXUYiWch had laXQched
Whe Cahiers inWernaWionaX[ de sociologie, Whe ɹUVW VXch jRXUQal ViQce
Whe diVaSSeaUaQce Rf Whe Annales de sociologie. UQdeU Whe diUecWiRQ Rf
FUiedPaQQ, Whe CES, iQVWalled iQ 1951 ZiWh Whe EcRle SUaWiTXe deV



haXWeV pWXdeV RQ Whe UXe de VaUeQQe, had alUead\ beeQ WUaQVfRUPed
iQWR a geQXiQe labRUaWRU\, cRQdXcWiQg aUea VXUYe\V, fRUPiQg
UeVeaUch gURXSV, Zhile GXUYiWch, aSSRiQWed WR Whe SRUbRQQe,
laXQched Whe ¶BibliRWhqTXe de VRciRlRgie cRQWePSRUaiQe· aW PUeVVeV
UQiYeUViWaiUeV de FUaQce, aQd diUecWed Whe FUeQch YeUViRQ Rf a big
TraiWp de sociologie lRQg UegaUded aV aXWhRUiWaWiYe. The GXUYiWch eUa
ZaV VXcceeded b\ Whe eUa Rf SWReW]el. JeaQ SWReW]el, a SRUbRQQe
SURfeVVRU aW Whe VaPe WiPe aV Ra\PRQd AURQ, becaPe diUecWRU Rf Whe
CES iQ 1956; aSSRiQWPeQWV WR iW QRZ VSeeded XS. IQ Whe acadeP\, a
ke\ WXUQiQg-SRiQW RccXUUed ZiWh Whe cUeaWiRQ iQ 1958 Rf a degUee iQ
VRciRlRg\, Zhich WhXV becaPe aQ acadePic diVciSliQe iQ iWV RZQ
UighW. The VaPe \eaU, GXUYiWch fRXQded Whe AVVRciaWiRQ
iQWeUQaWiRQale deV VRciRlRgXeV de laQgXe fUaQoaiVe. Rel\iQg RQ a
V\VWeP Rf SXblicaWiRQV, ZiWh ediWiRQV AQWhURSRV aXgPeQWiQg PUeVVeV
UQiYeUViWaiUeV de FUaQce, aQd PXlWiSl\iQg WhURXgh Whe fRXQdaWiRQ Rf
VeYeUal jRXUQalV alRQgVide Whe Cahiers, SaUWicXlaUl\ Whe ReYXe
franoaise de sociologie (1960), WheVe ZeUe Whe \eaUV Rf PajRU
cRllRTXia aQd SXblic YiVibiliW\ fRU Whe diVciSliQe.29 The WXUQiQg-SRiQW
UeSUeVeQWed b\ SWReW]el, ZhR had VWaked RXW hiV SRViWiRQ aV eaUl\ aV
1946 iQ a kiQd Rf PaQifeVWR (¶L·eVSUiW de la VRciRlRgie
cRQWePSRUaiQe·), ZaV VWill PRUe SURfRXQd RQ Whe PeWhRdRlRgical aQd
ideRlRgical leYel. IQ dePaQdiQg aQ ePSiUical aQd eYeQ QeR-SRViWiYiVW
VRciRlRg\, SUiPaUil\ SUeRccXSied ZiWh TXaQWiWaWiYe WechQiTXeV aQd
iQdiʃeUeQW WR WheRU\, SWReW]el cRQVciRXVl\ aQd e[SliciWl\ eVWabliVhed
Whe diVciSliQe iQ Whe fUaPeZRUk Rf Whe ¶dRPiQaQW ideRlRg\· aQd,
PRUe VSeciɹcall\, aV a ViWe Rf iQWellecWXal elabRUaWiRQ Rf PajRU
UefRUPV iPSlePeQWed aW Whe begiQQiQg Rf Whe FifWh ReSXblic aV
UegaUdV WechQRlRgical PRdeUQi]aWiRQ, SlaQQiQg, aQd QaWiRQal aQd
UegiRQal deYelRSPeQW (DATAR). If WhiV deYelRSPeQW caQQRW TXiWe be
UedXced WR a YicWRU\ Rf ¶APeUicaQ VRciRlRg\·, iW did aW leaVW PaUk a
cUXcial UeRUieQWaWiRQ aQd e[SlaiQV Whe UeacWiRQ Rf HeQUi LefebYUe aQd
VeYeUal RWheU MaU[iVW VRciRlRgiVWV (EdgaU MRUiQ, PieUUe NaYille), ZhR
aW jXVW WhiV PRPeQW ZeUe ePbaUked XSRQ Whe eQWeUSUiVe Rf UeYiViQg
MaU[iVP aQd ZhR SURSRVed, iQ YaUiRXV fRUPV, a PXch PRUe PiliWaQW
YiViRQ Rf VRciRlRg\.



FRU LefebYUe, WhiV ZaV e[SUeVVed b\ Whe abaQdRQPeQW Rf UXUal
VRciRlRg\, aQ aUea iQ Zhich he ZaV UeSlaced b\ HeQUi MeQdUaV, ZhR
ZRXld diUecW hiV UeVeaUch WRZaUdV Whe ¶VecRQd FUeQch UeYRlXWiRQ·:
Whe eQd Rf Whe SeaVaQWU\ aQd FUaQce·V eQWU\ iQWR PRdeUQiW\. IQ Whe
accRXQW Rf UeVeaUch iQ Whe CES iQ 1959, SXbliVhed iQ Whe ɹUVW iVVXe
Rf Whe ReYXe franoaise de sociologie (1960), LefebYUe·V WhePeV ZeUe aV
fRllRZV: 1) ¶ReVeaUch RQ QeedV iQ Whe fUaPeZRUk Rf Whe faPil\ (HRZ
PRWheUV Vee Whe QeedV Rf childUeQ. SRciRlRg\ Rf eYeU\da\ life.
TheRU\ Rf QeedV. ReVeaUch iQWR QeedV iQ Whe faPil\ fUaPeZRUk). 2)
The biUWh Rf a ciW\ (LacT aQd MRXUeQ[). 3) MRQRgUaShV RQ YillageV·.
We aUe aW Whe SiYRWal SRiQW Rf aQ eYRlXWiRQ WhaW ZaV gRiQg WR lead
WRZaUdV XUbaQ VRciRlRg\ aQd, PRUe bURadl\, a VRciRlRg\ Rf dail\ life.
ThXV, iQ 1960 LefebYUe cUeaWed a ¶ReVeaUch gURXS RQ eYeU\da\ life·
aW Whe CES. IW ZaV aW WhiV SRiQW ² Whe SURdXcWiRQ Rf VRlXPe II Rf
CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life ² WhaW he ZaV WR TXiW UeVeaUch fRU XQiYeUViW\
WeachiQg. ElecWed aV a SURfeVVRU, iQ OcWRbeU 1961 he ZaV aSSRiQWed
b\ Whe libeUal ShilRVRSheU GeRUgeV GXVdRUf WR Whe VRciRlRg\ chaiU iQ
Whe facXlW\ aW SWUaVbRXUg, fRUPeUl\ held b\ GXUYiWch, ZheUe he
ZRXld UePaiQ XQWil hiV elecWiRQ WR NaQWeUUe iQ 1965. DeYelRSiQg aQ
acadePic SUacWice WhaW ZaV Velf-diUecWed iQ chaUacWeU, SaUWicXlaUl\
ZiWh Whe cUeaWiRQ Rf aQ aXWRQRPRXV deSaUWPeQW Rf aSSlied
VRciRlRg\, hiV UeSXWaWiRQ ZiWh Whe bRXUgeRiVie Rf SWUaVbRXUg UaSidl\
becaPe iQɻaPPaWRU\ aQd hiV cRXUVeV ZRXld PaiQl\ aWWUacW WhRVe
VWXdeQWV PRVW diVSRVed WR SURWeVW.

ThiV iV Whe PaQifRld cRQWe[W iQ Zhich Whe SaVViQg bXW VWUikiQg
eQcRXQWeU beWZeeQ HeQUi LefebYUe aQd Whe SiWXaWiRQiVW gURXS PXVW
be Slaced.30 The iQɻXeQce ZaV WR be feUWile aQd PXWXal ² fRU
LefebYUe, ZhR UeYiYed Whe VWUaWeg\ Rf UXSWXUe Rf Whe 1920V aYaQW-
gaUdeV; aQd fRU Whe SiWXaWiRQiVWV ZhR, SUiRU WR heaSiQg abXVe RQ
hiP, dUeZ PXch Rf WheiU WheRUeWical iQVSiUaWiRQ fURP hiV ZRUk.
FRXQded iQ 1957 aURXQd GX\ DebRUd, RaRXl VaQeigeP, AVgeU JRUQ
aQd CRQVWaQW, Whe SiWXaWiRQiVW IQWeUQaWiRQal ZaV iWVelf Whe iQheUiWRU
Rf VeYeUal PRYePeQWV like Whe LeWWUiVW IQWeUQaWiRQal Rf IVidRUe IVRX
aQd abRYe all COBRA (CRSeQhageQ, BUXVVelV, APVWeUdaP), cUeaWed
iQ 1948 aQd diVVRlYed iQ 1951, ZiWh Zhich LefebYUe PaiQWaiQed
UelaWiRQV, aV iV iQdicaWed b\ hiV cRUUeVSRQdeQce ZiWh Whe BelgiaQ



SReW DRWUePRQW, RU hiV iQɻXeQce RQ CRQVWaQW (NeXZeQhX\V), ZhR
ZaV WR dUaZ XSRQ Whe CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life fRU hiV iQiWial XUbaQ
SURjecWV iQ Whe NeZ Bab\lon. BXW iW ZaV iQdeed Whe aUWicle ¶VeUV XQ
URPaQWiVPe UpYRlXWiRQQaiUe· WhaW SURPSWed LefebYUe·V eQcRXQWeU
ZiWh DebRUd. AV eaUl\ aV Whe ɹUVW iVVXe Rf InWernaWionale
SiWXaWionnisWe, Whe ¶ThqVeV VXU la UpYRlXWiRQ cXlWXUelle· ZeUe e[SliciWl\
cRQVWUXcWed ZiWh UefeUeQce WR WhaW aUWicle: ¶LefebYUe RʃeUV XV a WUack
fRU cUiWiTXe Rf Whe cRQWePSRUaU\ ZRUld, bXW he dReV QRW SURSRVe a
SRliWical SURjecW fRU PakiQg Whe UeYRlXWiRQ.· FURP Whe RXWVeW, aV Ze
caQ Vee, Whe UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ LefebYUe aQd Whe SiWXaWiRQiVWV ZeUe
cRPSlicaWed aQd cUiWical; Whe\ ZeUe QRW Rf Whe RUdeU Rf ɹliaWiRQ RU
aɽliaWiRQ aQd, aV Whe SiWXaWiRQiVW IQWeUQaWiRQal Pade cleaU dXUiQg
WheiU UXSWXUe, he ZaV QeYeU a PePbeU Rf Whe PRYePeQW. BXW iW ZaV
ZiWh Whe WhRXghW Rf HeQUi LefebYUe WhaW Whe SiWXaWiRQiVWV ZeUe
fXQdaPeQWall\ iQ dialRgXe; aQd WheUe ZaV eYeQ a ShaVe Rf VhaUed
e[iVWeQce, WUiSV, VWa\V iQ LefebYUe·V hRXVe iQ Whe P\UeQeeV, geQXiQe
cRllabRUaWiRQ, ViQce LefebYUe iQYRlYed DebRUd iQ Whe ZRUk Rf hiV
UeVeaUch gURXS RQ eYeU\da\ life ZiWhiQ Whe CES.31

FRU a VWaUW, bRWh SaUWieV had iQ cRPPRQ Whe idea WhaW eYeU\da\
life iV gRYeUQed iQ Whe PRdeUQ ZRUld b\ Whe UeigQ Rf VcaUciW\, QRW b\
Whe ZealWh Rf Whe cRQVXPeU VRcieW\; WhaW eYeU\da\ life haV becRPe
diVcRQQecWed fURP hiVWRUiciW\ aPidVW iQdXVWUiali]aWiRQ aQd
accXPXlaWiRQ; WhaW iW haV beeQ debaVed iQWR XQifRUP, UeSeWiWiYe
eYeU\da\QeVV b\ iWV VeSaUaWiRQ fURP Whe gUeaW cRVPic, QaWXUal aQd
YiWal c\cleV; WhaW Whe iQdiYidXal iV heUVelf diYided (WhiV iV DeleX]e·V
¶caSiWaliVP aQd Vchi]RShUeQia·), VeSaUaWed fURP heUVelf aQd Whe
ZRUld iQ Whe PRdeUQ ZRUld. SXch alieQaWiRQ caQ be e[SUeVVed iQ
WeUPV Rf SRYeUW\. GX\ DebRUd caPe WR giYe a Walk WR Whe UeVeaUch
gURXS RQ eYeU\da\ life iQ 1961, iQ Zhich he laXQched Whe Va\iQg
¶eYeU\da\ life iV liWeUall\ ´cRlRQi]edµ¬ ·.32 ThiV ZaV a Va\iQg ZiWh a
SURVSeURXV fXWXUe ahead Rf iW: e[SUeVVl\ TXRWed b\ LefebYUe iQ Whe
VecRQd YRlXPe Rf CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life, iW ZaV WR be PeW ZiWh
agaiQ iQ 1967 iQ Whe PaQifeVWR On Whe PoYerW\ of SWXdenW Life, aQd
ZRXld eYeQ Ueach aV faU aV HabeUPaV iQ 1981, iQ hiV Theor\ of
CommXnicaWiYe AcWion, Zhich cRQWaiQV a ZhRle chaSWeU RQ Whe
cRlRQi]aWiRQ Rf Whe eYeU\da\.



IW ZaV iQ UeVSRQVe WR WhiV SRYeUW\ aQd alieQaWiRQ WhaW Whe
SiWXaWiRQiVWV deYelRSed a WheRU\ Rf UeYRlXWiRQ, eYeQ ¶cXlWXUal
UeYRlXWiRQ·, iQ WeUPV Rf ¶UeYRlXWiRQV iQ iQdiYidXal eYeU\da\ life·,
Zhich iV aW Whe URRW Rf Whe WheRU\ Rf ViWXaWiRQV. IQ WheiU PRVW
WheRUeWical We[W, ¶ThpRUie deV PRPeQWV eW cRQVWUXcWiRQ deV
ViWXaWiRQV·, Whe\ iQ facW deɹQed WhePVelYeV ZiWh UefeUeQce WR Whe
¶WheRU\ Rf PRPeQWV· deYelRSed b\ LefebYUe iQ La Somme eW le resWe
aQd WheQ iQ CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life.33 SSaWiR-WePSRUal, ¶cRQVWUXcWed
ViWXaWiRQV· aUe Vaid WR VXSeUVede PRPeQWV aV VR PaQ\ SURcedXUeV fRU
UXSWXUe, acceleUaWiRQ, VXbYeUViRQ ZiWh UeVSecW WR dail\ life ²
SaUWicXlaUl\ Whe SiWXaWiRQiVW dpriYe, clRVe WR Whe SXUUealiVW promenade,
Zhich cRQViVWV iQ SaVViQg VR UaSidl\ fURP RQe diVWUicW WR aQRWheU WhaW
aQ eʃecW Rf acceleUaWiRQ aQd ɻXidiW\, bUeakiQg ZiWh Whe eYeU\da\, iV
cUeaWed. The PaiQ ViWe Rf e[SeUiPeQWaWiRQ iV Whe ciW\, bXW alVR aV aQ
RbjecW Rf e[SeUiPeQWal WRZQ SlaQQiQg, aQ aQWi-Le CRUbXVieU ciW\,
cRQVWUXcWed WR cRXQWeU XQifRUPiW\, baVed RQ aQ aUchiWecWXUe Rf Whe
lab\UiQWh, Rf cRPSle[iW\, Zhich PakeV iW SRVVible QRW WR Wake UealiW\
fRU VXch. BXW WheUe iV a diYeUgeQce beWZeeQ LefebYUe aQd Whe
SiWXaWiRQiVWV RYeU ZhaW XWRSia cRQViVWV iQ: abVWUacW XWRSia RU
cRQcUeWe XWRSia. IV e[SeUiPeQWiQg ZiWh a diʃeUeQW kiQd Rf ciW\ a
cRQcUeWe XWRSia WhaW alUead\ fRUPV SaUW Rf Whe UeYRlXWiRQ? OU dReV iW
UePaiQ aW Whe leYel Rf aUchiWecWXUal deVigQV?34

IW ZaV heUe WhaW Whe WeQViRQV ZeUe WR cU\VWalli]e. The SiWXaWiRQiVWV
ZeUe WR be VW\Pied b\ Whe eWeUQal SURbleP Rf aYaQW-gaUdeV ViQce Whe
SXUUealiVWV: Whe diɽcXlW\, eYeQ iPSRVVibiliW\, Rf aUWicXlaWiQg cXlWXUal
UeYRlXWiRQ aQd SRliWical UeYRlXWiRQ. AV eaUl\ aV Whe ɹUVW iVVXe Rf
InWernaWionale siWXaWionnisWe, aQd agaiQ iQ QR. 3 (¶SXU le dpSpUiVVePeQW
de l·aUW·, DecePbeU 1959), Whe SiWXaWiRQiVWV had cUiWici]ed LefebYUe,
aQd iQdeed GRldPaQQ, bRWh deɹQed aV ¶UeSUeVeQWaWiYeV Rf
iQdeSeQdeQW UeYRlXWiRQaU\ WhiQkiQg·, fRU haYiQg QRWhiQg WR RʃeU RQ
Whe RUgaQi]aWiRQ Rf a SRliWical fRUce. BXW iW ZaV LefebYUe·V UelaWiRQV
ZiWh Whe ¶QeZ lefW·, SaUWicXlaUl\ ZiWh ZhaW Whe\ dXbbed ¶AUgXPeQWiVW
dXQg·, WhaW led WR Whe UXSWXUe. The SiWXaWiRQiVWV cRXld QRW acceSW Whe
UeYiViRQ Rf Whe 1957 We[W ¶VeUV XQ QRXYeaX URPaQWiVPe?·, WakeQ XS
agaiQ b\ LefebYUe iQ 1962 iQ InWrodXcWion Wo ModerniW\, ZheUe he
UelaWed SiWXaWiRQiVP WR WhiV QeZ RRPaQWiciVP aQd UedXced Whe



gURXS WR a \RXWh PRYePeQW.35 AbRYe all, aW Whe VaPe WiPe LefebYUe
SXbliVhed aQ aUWicle RQ ¶La VigQiɹcaWiRQ de la CRPPXQe· iQ Whe laVW
iVVXe Rf ArgXmenWs, fRUeVhadRZiQg hiV 1965 bRRk La ProclamaWion de
la CommXne.36 TheVe feZ SageV had beeQ UeTXeVWed b\ hiP fURP
DebRUd aQd VaQeigeP, ZhR deɹQed Whe CRPPXQe aV ¶Whe gUeaWeVW
feVWiYal Rf Whe QiQeWeeQWh ceQWXU\·. ThiV ZaV Whe ke\ WhePe Rf Whe
UeYRlXWiRQ aV feVWiYal, Zhich ZRXld dRPiQaWe Whe ZhRle Rf Ma\ ·68.
BXW iQ 1962 iW ZaV Whe RccaViRQ fRU Whe YiRleQW bUeak ZiWh LefebYUe,
cRQVigQed WR ¶Whe dXVWbiQ Rf hiVWRU\· aQd accXVed Rf beiQg a
SlagiaUiVW, a UeQegade, a ¶VeUVaillaiV Rf cXlWXUe·.37

SWaUWiQg fURP WheUe, Ze cRXld, QRWZiWhVWaQdiQg Whe VeQVaWiRQal
UXSWXUe, e[SaWiaWe RQ Whe baVicall\ faiUl\ diUecW iQɻXeQce Rf HeQUi
LefebYUe, aSSRiQWed iQ Whe iQWeUiP WR NaQWeUUe iQ 1965, RQ
SiWXaWiRQiVW We[WV WhaW ZRXld VeUYe aV a WheRUeWical UefeUeQce-SRiQW
fRU Ma\ ·68 ² eVSeciall\ GX\ DebRUd·V The SocieW\ of Whe SpecWacle
aQd RaRXl VaQeigeP·V The ReYolXWion of EYer\da\ Life, bRWh Rf Zhich
ZeUe SXbliVhed iQ 1967. Did Whe radical criWiqXe chaUacWeUiVWic Rf
HeQUi LefebYUe·V SRViWiRQ aW Whe WiPe, aQd Zhich aligQV hiP ZiWh Whe
cXUUeQW Rf criWical Wheor\ iQ XQRUWhRdR[ MaU[iVP, haYe aQ iPPediaWe
iPSacW RQ a PRYePeQW WhaW accRUded PRUe iPSRUWaQce WR ¶cXlWXUal
UeYRlXWiRQ·, Whe Vei]XUe Rf V\PbRlic SRZeU aQd ¶Vei]iQg VSeech·, WhaQ
UeYeUViQg ecRQRPic aQd VRcial ¶iQfUaVWUXcWXUeV· aQd caSWXUiQg VWaWe
SRZeU? RaWheU WhaQ UeVSRQdiQg WR WhaW TXeVWiRQ, b\ Za\ Rf
cRQclXViRQ I VhRXld like WR Wake a diʃeUeQW Wack, VWaUWiQg fURP UeceQW
ZRUkV RQ Michel de CeUWeaX aQd Whe cRPSaUiVRQ WhaW PighW be
VkeWched beWZeeQ Whe aXWhRU Rf CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life aQd Whe
aXWhRU Rf The PracWice of EYer\da\ Life.38 The ZRUkV Rf HeQUi
LefebYUe RQ eYeU\da\ life ZeUe ¶a fXQdaPeQWal VRXUce· fRU de
CeUWeaX, aV he VigQalled iQ Whe geQeUal iQWURdXcWiRQ WR hiV bRRk.39

UQTXeVWiRQabl\, Whe WZR SaUW cRPSaQ\ RQ QXPeURXV SRiQWV ²
QRWabl\, Whe hiVWRUical aSSUeheQViRQ Rf dail\ life, Zhich iV UelRcaWed
b\ Whe ShilRVRSheU iQ a hiVWRU\ Rf PRdeUQiW\, ZheUeaV Whe hiVWRUiaQ
cRQɹQeV hiPVelf WR a ¶SheQRPeQRlRg\ Rf VRcial PicUR-behaYiRXU
SiWched aW Whe leYel Rf Whe longXe dXrpe·. BXW Whe\ cRiQcide,
SaUWicXlaUl\ ZiWh UeVSecW WR MaUcXVe aQd hiV SeVViPiVWic deɹQiWiRQ Rf
Whe ¶cRQVXPeU VRcieW\·, iQ a UeadiQg Rf cRQVXPSWiRQ QRW aV VheeU



SaVViYiW\ ZiWhiQ PechaQiVPV Rf dRPiQaWiRQ, bXW aV a fRUP Rf
SURdXcWiRQ, SURdXcWiRQ Rf a diʃeUeQW kiQd WhaW cRPeV WR diVUXSW Whe
eVWabliVhed RUdeU ² Whe ¶aQWi-diVciSliQe· WhaW iV aW Whe heaUW Rf de
CeUWeaX·V WhiQkiQg, aV Rf Michel FRXcaXlW·V. IQ On Whe Edge of Whe
Cliʃ, RRgeU ChaUWieU haV SURYided a ɹQe aQal\ViV Rf WhiV ceQWUal
h\SRWheViV Rf The PracWice of EYer\da\ Life: ¶TR a UaWiRQali]ed,
e[SaQViRQiVW aQd aW Whe VaPe WiPe ceQWUali]ed, claPRURXV, aQd
VSecWacXlaU SURdXcWiRQ cRUUeVSRQdV anoWher SURdXcWiRQ, called
´cRQVXPSWiRQ.µ The laWWeU iV deYiRXV, iW iV diVSeUVed, bXW iW
iQViQXaWeV iWVelf eYeU\ZheUe, VileQWl\ aQd alPRVW iQYiVibl\, becaXVe iW
dReV QRW PaQifeVW iWVelf WhURXgh iWV RZQ SURdXcWV, bXW UaWheU
WhURXgh iWV Za\s of Xsing Whe SURdXcWV iPSRVed b\ a dRPiQaQW
ecRQRPic RUdeU.·40 AQd iW iV abRYe all heUe WhaW Ze deWecW a
SUR[iPiW\, eYeQ a diUecW iQɻXeQce Rf LefebYUe RQ de CeUWeaX, RQ Whe
baViV Rf VRPe fXQdaPeQWal ideaV iQ de CeUWeaX abRXW ¶WacWicV aQd
VWUaWegieV·. The WeUPV, Zhich aUe TXiWe e[SliciW aQd aQal\Ved aW
leQgWh, aUe WR be fRXQd iQ LefebYUe, aV a deYelRSPeQW Rf Whe MaU[iVW
cRQceSW Rf pra[is, iQ VRlXPe II Rf CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life, Zhich de
CeUWeaX Uead YeU\ clRVel\. IQ iW LefebYUe SUeciVel\ deɹQeV Whe
cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life aV a ¶WheRU\ Rf WacWicV aQd VWUaWegieV·, WacWicV
UefeUUiQg WR Whe eYeU\da\, WR VWagQaQW aQd WUiYial UealiW\, aQd
VWUaWeg\ WR Whe dRPaiQ Rf acWiRQ aQd deciViRQ-PakiQg.41 We caQ
eYeQ gR VRPeZhaW fXUWheU: if inYenWion iQ de CeUWeaX iV QRW WhaW faU
UePRYed fURP criWiqXe iQ LefebYUe, heUe iV WR be fRXQd Whe geQealRg\
Rf Whe YeU\ idea Rf a VcieQce Rf dail\ life, Zhich haV beeQ VR eVVeQWial
iQ Whe UeceQW UeQeZal Rf Whe VRcial VcieQceV. ¶IQVRfaU aV Whe VcieQce Rf
PaQ e[iVWV, iW ɹQdV iWV PaWeUial iQ Whe ´WUiYialµ, Whe eYeU\da\·,
LefebYUe aVVeUWed aV eaUl\ aV 1947, ZiWh UefeUeQce WR MaUc BlRch.42

ThiV aWWeQWiRQ iQ LefebYUe WR faPiliaU geVWXUeV, WR ZhaW he elVeZheUe
callV ¶Whe PiQRU Pagic iQ eYeU\da\ life·, eYeQ WUeaWed iQ WeUPV Rf
VXUYiYalV, ceUWaiQl\ dReV QRW Pake hiP Whe gUaQdfaWheU Rf ¶PicUR-
VWRUia·, bXW deɹQiWel\ dReV RSeQ XS Whe SaWh WR a cRQWePSRUaU\
UeɻecWiRQ RQ Whe cRPSle[iW\ Rf Whe ¶fRUPV Rf e[SeUieQce· aQd Whe URle
Rf aQ aQWhURSRlRgical aSSURach WR Whe cUiWiTXe Rf PRdeUQiW\.
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Clearing the Ground

1

IV iW eQRXgh WR laXQch ideaV aQd WR ha]aUd h\SRWheVeV, ZheQ VRPe
Pa\ be fUXiWfXl, aQd RWheUV VWeUile? NR. If Ze aUe WR adYaQce
kQRZledge, iW iV eVVeQWial WhaW Ze deSlR\ a VeW Rf cRQceSWV Zhich haV
iQQeU cRheUeQce. FRU Whe VcieQWiVW aQd ShilRVRSheU alike, cRheUeQce
iV a baVic UeTXiUePeQW. HRZeYeU, VhRXld WhiV UeTXiUePeQW gR be\RQd
ceUWaiQ liPiWV, Zhich iQ facW aUe haUd WR deɹQe, iW becRPeV V\VWeP
fRU V\VWeP·V Vake, aQd UeVWUicWV iQWellecWXal VcRSe aQd WheRUeWical
iQYeQWiYeQeVV. TheUe Pa\ alVR be Whe daQgeU WhaW chaQgeV Zhich
Pa\ be RccXUUiQg iQ Whe ɹeld Rf VWXd\ iWVelf Zill be RYeUlRRked. FRU
WhiV UeaVRQ, UeVeaUch iQ all VcieQWiɹc ɹeldV, aQd SaUWicXlaUl\ iQ Whe
VRcial VcieQceV, iV gRYeUQed b\ a WZRfRld iPSeUaWiYe: ɹUVW WR
gXaUaQWee WhaW Whe WhRXghW aQd cRQceSWV ePSlR\ed be cRheUeQW, aQd
VecRQd WR Wake iQWR accRXQW ZhaWeYeU QeZ aQd SURbabl\ XQfRUeVeeQ
iQVighWV Pa\ be ePeUgiQg iQ Whe aUea beiQg VWXdied aQd iQ Whe
cRQceSWXal aSSaUaWXV beiQg XVed. ThiV WZRfRld iPSeUaWiYe iV QRW
alZa\V eaV\ WR VaWiVf\, aQd iQ aQ age VXch aV RXUV ZheQ VR PaQ\
WhiQgV aUe chaQgiQg, bXW QRW all aQd QRW all iQ eTXal PeaVXUe, iW iV
diɽcXlW WR VWeeU a ɹUP cRXUVe beWZeeQ V\VWePaWic WhiQkiQg aQd
eVVa\iVP.1

ThiV diɽcXlW\ iV aSSaUeQW iQ a laUge QXPbeU Rf cRQWePSRUaU\
ZRUkV. IQ VRPe, Whe UeadeU iV aZaUe WhaW cRheUeQce iV giYeQ



SURPiQeQce. The aXWhRU iVRlaWeV a WhePe aQd e[aPiQeV iW iQ deSWh,
RU WUieV WR e[aPiQe iWV iPSlicaWiRQV aQd cRQVeTXeQceV ZiWhRXW eYeU
gRiQg be\RQd WhRVe VSeciɹc liPiWV. He WheRUi]eV iQ RUdeU WR SURdXce
a lXcid Siece Rf ZRUk (RU aW leaVW aSSaUeQWl\ lXcid), WhXV VeekiQg WR
iPSRVe a lRgical RUdeU RQ Whe eQRUPRXV cRQfXViRQ Rf ideaV aQd Whe
iPPeQVe diVRUdeU Rf facWV. The VXcceVV Rf ceUWaiQ ideaV (WhaW Rf
¶VWUXcWXUe· fRU e[aPSle) aQd Whe iQɻXeQce Zhich ceUWaiQ ZRUkV haYe
had Pa\ be aWWUibXWed WR WhiV cRQceUQ. SXch VWUicW WhePaWi]aWiRQ
Pa\ gXaUaQWee XQiW\ aQd cRheViRQ, bXW dReV iW QRW alVR UXQ Whe UiVk
Rf RYeUlRRkiQg VRPe Rf Whe UealiWieV aQd iQQRYaWiRQV, iQ SaUWicXlaU
WhRVe elePeQWV Zhich aUe QRW eaVil\ WhePaWi]ed aQd cRQceSWXali]ed
XViQg VWaQdaUd, acceSWed cRQceSWV, aQd aUe WhXV iQWUacWable WR
lRgical cRheUeQce?

OQ Whe RWheU haQd, WheUe aUe RWheU PRUe eVVa\iVWic ZRUkV Zhich
WU\ WR caSWXUe Whe cRPSle[iW\ aQd Whe UaSid, PXlWiSle
WUaQVfRUPaWiRQV Rf Whe PRdeUQ ZRUld ² aQd iW iV TXiWe UighW WhaW Whe\
VhRXld dR VR. HRZeYeU, WheiU aXWhRUV aUe faciQg diʃeUeQW daQgeUV:
WhaW Rf RYeUeVWiPaWiQg chaQge aW Whe e[SeQVe Rf ZhaW iV VWagQaWiQg
RU UegUeVViQg, aQd WhaW Rf cRPSRViQg a UhaSVRdic aQd diVcRQWiQXRXV
ZRUk ZiWh QR iQQeU cRQQecWiRQV beWZeeQ iWV YaUiRXV SaUWV. SXch
ZRUkV Pake QR aWWePSW WR ɹQd eiWheU a WhUead WR gXide WheP
WhURXgh Whe lab\UiQWhiQe cRPSle[iWieV Rf Whe PRdeUQ ZRUld, RU a
SUeciVe deɹQiWiRQ RU eYalXaWiRQ Rf ZhaW WheVe cRPSle[iWieV aUe.

2

The RbjecW Rf RXU VWXd\ iV eYeU\da\ life, ZiWh Whe idea, RU UaWheU Whe
SURjecW (Whe SURgUaPPe), Rf WUaQVfRUPiQg iW. SR, ZhaW haV haSSeQed
VR faU? IQ Whe laVW ɹfWeeQ \eaUV eYeU\da\ life haV XQdeUgRQe
e[WeQViYe WUaQVfRUPaWiRQV, aQd WhiV haV SURPSWed XV WR aVk ZheWheU
iQ facW RXU aiP haV QRW beeQ achieYed, iQ UePaUkable aQd
XQe[SecWed Za\V, b\ VRcial SUacWice iWVelf. We haYe alVR had WR aVk
RXUVelYeV ZheWheU Whe eYeU\da\ aV Ze had SUeYiRXVl\ deɹQed iW2 haV
QRW beeQ abVRUbed b\ WechQRlRg\, hiVWRUiciW\ RU Whe PRdaliWieV Rf
hiVWRU\, RU ɹQall\, b\ SRliWicV aQd Whe YiciVViWXdeV Rf SRliWical life.



TheVe aUe TXeVWiRQV Zhich haYe alVR WURXbled PaQ\ Rf WhRVe ZhR
RUigiQall\ VXSSRUWed Whe idea, Whe aiP aQd Whe aXWhRU hiPVelf. We
VWill Qeed WR ɹQd aQ aQVZeU WR WheP, ViQce RXU SUeYiRXV aQVZeU haV
beeQ RYeUWakeQ b\ ciUcXPVWaQceV. IW ZRXld be SRiQWleVV WR SUeWeQd
WhaW WheVe RbVWacleV VWUeZQ iQ RXU SaWh haYe QRW RbVWUXcWed Whe Za\
fRUZaUd.

HRZeYeU, iW Zill QRW UeTXiUe leQgWh\ WhRXghW RU e[WeQViYe
dRcXPeQWaWiRQ WR RbVeUYe WhaW alWhRXgh Whe eYeU\da\ haV iQdeed
beeQ PRdiɹed, aQd iQ a cRQWUadicWRU\ Za\, iW haV QRW diVaSSeaUed. IW
haV QRW beeQ abVRUbed b\ cXlWXUe, b\ hiVWRU\, b\ SRliWicV, RU b\
WechQRlRg\. The ViWXaWiRQ Rf Whe eYeU\da\ SeU Ve haV becRPe
iQcUeaViQgl\ VeUiRXV. IW iV WUXe WhaW WechQRlRg\ iV SeQeWUaWiQg iW PXch
PRUe WhaQ iW did WZeQW\ \eaUV agR, aQd iW iV iPSRVVible WR igQRUe Whe
iPSRUWaQce Rf dRPeVWic VcieQce, fRU e[aPSle; bXW Ze alVR kQRZ WhaW
WechQRlRg\ aQd dRPeVWic VcieQce haYe QRW eliPiQaWed Whe PRVW
WUiYial aVSecWV Rf eYeU\da\ life; b\ UedXciQg Whe WiPe VSeQW dRiQg
WediRXV chRUeV WechQRlRg\ UaiVeV YeU\ cleaUl\ Whe SURbleP Rf
aYailable fUee WiPe. RaWheU WhaQ WUaQVfRUPiQg Whe eYeU\da\ iQWR a
higheU cUeaWiYe acWiYiW\, iW haV cUeaWed a YacXXP. AQRWheU e[aPSle
iV Whe Za\ YeU\ feZ SeRSle·V liYeV haYe beeQ chaQged b\ aiU WUaYel,
aQd eYeQ WheQ RQl\ iQ PiQRU Za\V. Will iQWeUSlaQeWaU\ WUaYel SURYe
WR be Whe VaPe? PURbabl\. AW VRPe WiPe iQ Whe fXWXUe ² alWhRXgh iW iV
diɽcXlW WR Va\ ZheQ ² VXch jRXUQe\V Zill be Whe SUeVeUYe Rf a
WechQical, VRcial aQd SRliWical ¶eliWe·. IW iV eaV\ WR iPagiQe WhaW RQe
da\ ¶PaQkiQd· Zill haYe WUaYelled be\RQd Whe VXQ, Zhile RQ eaUWh
acWXal PeQ, SeaVaQWV fRU e[aPSle, Zill VWill be hReiQg Whe laQd,
WUaQVSRUWiQg WhiQgV RQ dRQke\V aQd PXleV, aQd SeUhaSV liYiQg iQ
hXQgeU. UneYen deYelopmenW UePaiQV Whe SUiPe laZ Rf Whe PRdeUQ
ZRUld, aQd WheUe iV PXch WR leaUQ aQd WR be Vaid abRXW iW. The
diVWaQce ² Whe gXlf ² beWZeeQ Whe eYeU\da\ aQd WechQRlRg\ iV
PiUURUed b\ Whe gXlf beWZeeQ iQYeVWPeQW iQ Whe aUPV iQdXVWU\ RU
iQWeUSlaQeWaU\ e[SlRUaWiRQ aQd iQYeVWPeQW iQ Whe cRQVWUXcWiRQ Rf
QeZ hRXViQg eVWaWeV.

OQl\ da\V Rf UeYRlXWiRQ, WhRVe da\V ¶Zhich aUe eTXiYaleQW WR
WZeQW\ RUdiQaU\ \eaUV· (LeQiQ), allRZ eYeU\da\ life WR SXUVXe hiVWRU\
aQd SeUhaSV bUieɻ\ WR caWch XS ZiWh iW. SXch da\V RccXU ZheQ



SeRSle Zill QRW aQd caQQRW gR RQ liYiQg aV Whe\ did befRUe: Whe
eYeU\da\ aV iW haV beeQ eVWabliVhed iV QR lRQgeU eQRXgh, aQd iW
aʃRUdV WheP QR VaWiVfacWiRQ. AQd VR Whe\ VhaWWeU Whe bRXQdaUieV Rf
eYeU\da\ life, bUiQgiQg life aV iW iV liYed iQWR Whe dRPaiQ Rf hiVWRU\.
The cRQjXQcWXUe iV PRPeQWaU\. The\ VeSaUaWe RQce PRUe, RU aW leaVW
iQ RXU e[SeUieQce Rf VR-called ¶PRdeUQ· life aQd VRcieW\ Whe\ dR. The
PajRU VWiUUiQgV aQd cUeaWiYe dUiYeV Rf UeYRlXWiRQaU\ eYeQWV haYe a
WRWali]iQg iPSacW. FRU a bUief PRPeQW Whe\ bUiQg Whe elePeQWV Rf
WRWaliW\ WRgeWheU, afWeU Zhich WheVe elePeQWV VeSaUaWe RXW RQce
PRUe. The UeVXlWV Rf hiVWRU\ diʃeU fURP Whe gRalV SXUVXed aQd Whe
aiPV eQYiVaged, Zhich iV VRPeWhiQg Ze Zill call ¶hiVWRUical dUifW·.
CeUWaiQ elePeQWV Rf WRWaliW\ aVVeUW WhePVelYeV aQd becRPe TXaVi-
aXWRQRPRXV: aUWV, WechQRlRg\, SRliWicV, VcieQceV. The eYeU\da\
ZiWhdUaZV iQWR iWVelf. TheVe cRPSle[ UelaWiRQV caQ be XQdeUVWRRd
eiWheU fURP a hiVWRUical aQd SRliWical SeUVSecWiYe, RU fURP Whe
SeUVSecWiYe Rf Whe eYeU\da\. HeUe Ze haYe chRVeQ Whe laWWeU. ThiV iV
QRW WR Va\ WhaW Whe fRUPeU iV faXlW\ RU bad, PeUel\ WhaW iW caQ
VRPeWiPeV lead WR a dead eQd. SRPeWiPeV Whe SRliWical WheRUiVW Zill
UecRPPeQd WhaW ViWXaWiRQV PaWXUe VlRZl\ XQWil VXch WiPe aV Whe
liYed aQd Whe hiVWRUical cRiQcide agaiQ; SaWieQce haV UeYRlXWiRQaU\
YiUWXeV. AW RWheU WiPeV, Whe YeU\ VaPe WheRUiVW Rf SRliWical hiVWRU\
Zill UecRPPeQd TXickeQiQg Whe Sace, RQ Whe aVVXPSWiRQ WhaW
hXPaQiW\ RQl\ VeWV iWVelf SURblePV iW iV able WR UeVRlYe, aQd aV
hiVWRUical PRPeQWV haSSeQ RQl\ bUieɻ\ aQd iQfUeTXeQWl\, aQ\RQe
ZhR leWV WheP SaVV b\ Zill Sa\ deaUl\ fRU hiV lack Rf iPSaWieQce aQd
iPagiQaWiRQ¬«

FiQall\, iW iV iUUefXWable WhaW SXblic (SRliWical) life haV SeQeWUaWed
SUiYaWe life, aQd Yice YeUVa. TRda\ SUiYaWe life iV VaWXUaWed ZiWh
iWePV Rf geQeUal, VRcial aQd SRliWical iQfRUPaWiRQ. ETXall\, SXblic
aQd SRliWical life haV becRPe ¶SeUVRQali]ed·, aV Whe\ Va\. AV Ze Vhall
dePRQVWUaWe, WhiV iQWeUacWiRQ haV UeVXlWed iQ aQ iQdiVSXWable
¶UeSUiYaWi]aWiRQ· Rf SUacWical aQd VRcial life aQd a ZiWhdUaZal iQWR a
faPil\ e[iVWeQce, iQ RWheU ZRUdV iQWR a ¶SUiYaWe· eYeU\da\.3

Of cRXUVe, Ze Vhall UeWXUQ WR WheVe WhePeV, aQd WhiV iV RQl\ aQ
iQiWial UeSl\ WR WhRVe VRciRlRgiVWV, hiVWRUiaQV aQd SRliWiciaQV ZhR
haYe deQied aQd ZhR cRQWiQXe WR deQ\ Whe iPSRUWaQce Rf Whe



SURblePV Rf Whe eYeU\da\ iQ Whe PRdeUQ ZRUld, VRPe gRiQg VR faU aV
WR deQ\ WhaW iW eYeQ e[iVWV. WheQ Ze lRRk clRVel\, Ze caQ Vee WhaW
WhiV deQial cRQVWiWXWeV aQ aVWRQiVhiQg SaUadR[, aQd Ze Qeed WR
diVcRYeU ZhaW iW PeaQV aQd ZhaW Whe UeaVRQV fRU iW aUe. MeaQZhile,
leW XV ePShaVi]e \eW agaiQ Whe eʃRUWV Zhich liWeUaWXUe, ciQePa aQd
eYeQ VRPe VSecialiVWV iQ Whe VRcial VcieQceV haYe Pade WR geW clRVeU
WR Whe ¶liYed·, WR eliPiQaWe Whe aUbiWUaU\ WUaQVSRViWiRQV Rf Whe
eYeU\da\, WR gUaVS ¶ZhaW iV e[WUaRUdiQaU\ ZiWhiQ Whe RUdiQaU\·, aQd
¶Whe VigQiɹcaQce Rf Whe iQVigQiɹcaQW·. QXeVWiRQV Rf Whe YalXe Rf WhiV
RU WhaW QRYel RU ɹlP4 RU aeVWheWic WheRU\ aSaUW, all WhiV SURYeV Whe
YalidiW\ Rf a cUiWical VWXd\ Rf eYeU\da\ life.

3

IQ Whe IQWURdXcWiRQ WR VRlXPe I Rf CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life Ze
SUeVeQWed a SURgUaPPe Rf ePSiUical aQd WheRUeWical UeVeaUch,
begiQQiQg ZiWh Whe elabRUaWiRQ Rf a Wheor\ of needs.

IQ Whe eYeQW, aQd fRU UeaVRQV Ze Zill e[SlaiQ fRUWhZiWh, WhiV
SURgUaPPe haV SURYed diɽcXlW WR achieYe. We Zill be TXiWe RSeQ
abRXW WheVe UeaVRQV, ViQce iQ RXU YieZ Whe\ cRPSURPiVe QeiWheU Whe
cRQceSW Rf Whe eYeU\da\, QRU Whe SURgUaPPe iWVelf. QXiWe Whe
UeYeUVe: Whe\ cRQVRlidaWe WheP, ViQce Whe\ fRUegURXQd Whe Ueal aQd
cRPSle[ SURblePV WR Zhich Whe\ aUe liQked.

EVWabliVhed aQd VlighWl\ VhRS-ZRUQ cRQceSWV aUe eaV\ WR ZRUk
ZiWh. EPSiUical VWXd\ Rf VRcial UealiW\ UeTXiUeV PRUe SaWieQce. IW iV
QRW PRUe diɽcXlW SeU Ve. The Ueal diɽcXlW\ begiQV ZheQ cRQceSWV
Zhich aUe QeZ aQd aV \eW QRW fXll\ claUiɹed cRPe iQWR cRQfURQWaWiRQ
ZiWh a PaVV Rf ePSiUical dRcXPeQWaWiRQ, aQd RXU WhiQkiQg iV
SUeSaUed QeiWheU WR giYe XS WhRVe cRQceSWV iQ UeWXUQ fRU
iQQXPeUable RbVeUYaWiRQV, QRU WR giYe XS facWV iQ UeWXUQ fRU a
cRQceSWXal abVWUacWiRQ. AV iWV SURgUaPPe iPSlieV, aQal\Wic aQd
cUiWical VWXd\ Rf eYeU\da\ life iV SaUWicXlaUl\ VXiWed WR Whe bUiQgiQg
WRgeWheU Rf facWV aQd cRQceSWV. ThiV dReV QRW PeaQ WhaW iW SUeVeQWV a
SUeRUdaiQed highZa\ alRQg Zhich WR WUaYel. OQ Whe cRQWUaU\, iW PXVW



bla]e iWV RZQ WUail beWZeeQ ShilRVRShical UeɻecWiRQV aQd fUagPeQWed
aQd VSeciali]ed UeVeaUch.

WRUkiQg ZiWh geQeUal cRQceSWV, Ze caQ deɹQe PaQ aV a ¶beiQg Rf
Qeed· aQd cRQVWUXcW a WheRU\ baVed RQ Qeed aQd Whe ZRUld Rf Qeed.

We caQ VhRZ hRZ WhURXgh Qeed, ZaQW aQd Whe cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf
ZaQW, PaQ aQd hiV cRQVciRXVQeVV leaYe QaWXUe, childhRRd aQd a
ZhRle Pagical faiU\laQd behiQd, WhRXgh QRW ZiWhRXW QRVWalgia aQd
UegUeWV. IW iV WhURXgh SUiYaWiRQ WhaW cRQVciRXVQeVV Ueali]eV WhaW iW haV
beeQ hXUled iQWR life aQd Whe ZRUld, fRUced WR cUeaWe iWV RZQ ZRUld
iQ a diVWaQce UelaWiYe WR Whe (QaWXUal) beiQg iW ZaV iQiWiall\ giYeQ aQd
UelaWiYe WR iWVelf, cRPSelled fRUeYeU bRWh WR UecUeaWe aQd WR VXUPRXQW
WhaW diVWaQce. The gRd-like aPa]ePeQW Rf VeeiQg Whe ZRUld fRU Whe
ɹUVW WiPe aQd Whe PaUYel Rf ɹUVW VPileV aUe QRW eQRXgh. If he iV WR
ZRUk aQd WR cUeaWe, PaQ PXVW e[SeUieQce ZaQW. WiWhRXW Whe
e[SeUieQce Rf Qeed aQd ZaQW, ZiWhRXW acWXal RU SRWeQWial SUiYaWiRQ
aQd deVWiWXWiRQ, WheUe caQ be QR beiQg ² cRQVciRXVQeVV, aQd fUeedRP
Zill QeYeU VSUiQg fRUWh. IQ Whe laQd Rf iWV biUWh ² ¶QaWXUe· aQd Whe
XQcRQVciRXV ² beiQg UePaiQV a SUiVRQeU. IW iV iQ aQd WhURXgh Qeed
WhaW fUeedRP iV bRUQ aQd ɹQdV Za\V Rf acWiQg, aQd if iW iV WR PRdif\
Whe Ueal, WheUe iV a ɹVVXUe iQ iWV haUd VXUface Zhich iW PXVW diVcRYeU
aQd SeQeWUaWe. FiQall\, Qeed deɹQed aV ZaQW iV Whe VWaUWiQg SRiQW
fURP Zhich PaQ begiQV WR e[SlRUe a ZRUld Rf SRVVibiliWieV, cUeaWiQg
WheP, chRRViQg beWZeeQ WheP aQd PakiQg WheP Ueal. He eQWeUV Whe
dRPaiQ Rf hiVWRU\. HiV cRQVciRXVQeVV caQ QeYeU cRPe WR aQ eQd. The
cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf iQdiYidXalV RSeQV RQ WR VRcial cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd
Yice YeUVa, aQd Whe PXlWiSliciW\ Rf hXPaQ cRQVciRXVQeVVeV RSeQV RQ
WR Whe ZRUld.

ThiV VeW Rf SURSRViWiRQV iV baVed RQ claVVic We[WV, aQd QRWabl\ RQ a
laUge QXPbeU Rf We[WV b\ MaU[, VRPe Rf Zhich aUe YeU\ Zell kQRZQ,
RWheUV leVV VR.5 The UeVXlW Rf a WheRUeWical deYelRSPeQW Rf WhiV kiQd
(aQd iW cRXld be a leQgWh\ RQe) ZRXld QRW be ZiWhRXW iQWeUeVW; bXW iW
iV ShilRVRSh\ iQ iWV acceSWed, claVVic VeQVe: a ShilRVRSh\ Rf ZaQW aQd
Qeed, XQilaWeUal aQd abVWUacW like all ShilRVRSh\. IW WXUQV Qeed iQWR a
¶ZRUld·.

While QRW fRUgeWWiQg iW, Ze Zill leaYe WhiV cRQceSWXal deYelRSPeQW
behiQd XV; leW XV lRRk WRZaUdV ZhaW iV called Whe ¶cRQcUeWe· (ZURQgl\



VR: Whe cRQcUeWe iV alVR SUeVeQW iQ ShilRVRShical abVWUacWiRQ). IQ Whe
SUeVV, iQ (YiVXal RU ZUiWWeQ) adYeUWiViQg, iQ hRXVehRld bXdgeWV aQd
accRXQWV RU jXVW ViPSl\ iQ laQgXage, iW iV eaV\ WR RbVeUYe WhaW aQ
iPPeQVe QXPbeU Rf QeedV aUe beiQg e[SUeVVed. TheVe QeedV aUe
SUeciVe, aV aUe Whe gRRdV6 (RbjecWV) Zhich aUe SURSRVed RU iPSRVed
iQ RUdeU WR VaWiVf\ WheP. We aUe QR lRQgeU cRQVideUiQg Qeed iQ
geQeUal, bXW UaWheU Whe Qeed fRU WhiV RU fRU WhaW, aQd WhXV deɹQed iQ
UelaWiRQ WR ¶WhiV· RU WR ¶WhaW· (Whe RbjecW, Whe SURdXcW, Whe gRRdV: iWV
abVeQce RU Whe eQjR\PeQW Rf iWV SRVVeVViRQ). LeW XV QRWe WhaW Whe
aSSaUeQWl\ cleaU cRQceSW Rf VaWiVfacWiRQ aQd Rf Whe fXlɹlPeQW Rf a
Qeed ² Whe Qeed fRU Whis RU fRU WhaW ² iV iQ UealiW\ YeU\ RbVcXUe. BeiQg
iQ iWV eQWiUeW\ feelV Whe SUeVVXUeV Rf Qeed, ZheWheU iW be VaWiVɹed RU
QRW. Will Ze ViPSl\ deVcUibe, claVVif\ aQd ¶W\SecaVW· WheVe QeedV, aQd
QRWhiQg PRUe? ThaW iV hRZ ecRQRPiVWV ZhR VSeciali]e iQ cRQVXPeU
VWXdieV, RU SXUel\ ePSiUical VRciRlRgiVWV, aSSURach Whe PaWWeU. FRU
XV, Whe Ueal SURbleP iV hRZ WR WUaQVfeU fURP need in general (aV a
fRUP Rf e[iVWeQce, aV a PaQifeVWaWiRQ Rf beiQg) WR Whe need for Whis or
for WhaW (iQ RWheU ZRUdV WR a deViUe Zhich iV bRWh iQdiYidXal aQd
VRcial, aQd aV iW PaQifeVWV iWVelf iQ eYeU\da\ life). ThiV WheRUeWical
WUaQVfeU Pa\ QRW be iPSRVVible, bXW iW iV SURdigiRXVl\ cRPSle[. We
Zill haYe WR bUiQg WRgeWheU aQ aQal\Wic SUeVeQWaWiRQ Rf QeedV aQd a
dialecWical deWeUPiQaWiRQ Rf deViUeV. If Ze aUe WR aUUiYe aW a WheRU\ Rf
Whe ViWXaWiRQV (cRQcUeWe, Rf cRXUVe) Rf VRcial PaQ, Ze PXVW QRW lRVe
WUack Rf Whe geQeUic RU geQeUal cRQceSW Rf PaQ aV ¶beiQg Rf Qeed·
ZheQ cRQfURQWiQg Whe PaVV Rf cRQWePSRUaU\ facWV.

We Pa\ be aQWiciSaWiQg aQd WakiQg Whe blRRP Rʃ Whe SaUW Rf RXU
bRRk Zhich Zill be e[SliciWl\ deYRWed WR WhiV TXeVWiRQ, bXW WhiV dReV
QRW ZRUU\ XV. HeUe aV PXch aV elVeZheUe Ze dR QRW iQWeQd WR aYRid
UeSeWiWiRQV, RU WR Wake XS Whe VaPe WhePe, RU WR caVW diʃeUeQW lighWV
RQ Whe VaPe VXbjecW, RU WR WUeaW diʃeUeQW VXbjecWV XViQg Whe VaPe
cRQceSW. WhaW dReV VRcial e[SeUieQce SURYide? Desires, WUaQVieQW aQd
PaQ\-faceWed deViUeV, WRgeWheU ZiWh WheiU ¶PRWiYaWiRQV·. IQ VSiWe Rf
Whe iQdeciViYe chaUacWeU Rf WhiV laVW cRQceSW, RU UaWheU becaXVe Rf iW,
Ze aUe led WR VRPeWhiQg diʃXVe, RbVcXUe aQd Ueal. TR RYeUeVWiPaWe
Whe ¶PRWiYaWiRQV· Rf deViUeV aQd deViUeV WhePVelYeV iV WR fall iQWR
VXbjecWiYiVP, SV\chRlRgiVP aQd claVVic idealiVP. TR diVUegaUd WheP



iV WR fall iQWR ViPSliɹed aQd YXlgaU PaWeUialiVP aQd deWeUPiQiVP, iQ
Zhich Ze fRUgeW PaQ·V RbVcXUe deSWhV aQd hiV deYelRSPeQW. TheUe
aUe iQQXPeUable deViUeV, VRPe ZiWh RfWeQ VWUaQge PRWiYaWiRQV. TheUe
aUe feZ fXQdaPeQWal QeedV: hXQgeU aQd WhiUVW, Ve[, Sla\ SeUhaSV,7
Pa\be Whe ViPSle Qeed WR e[SeQd accXPXlaWed eQeUg\. TheRUiVWV dR
QRW agUee eiWheU RQ Whe TXaliW\ RU Whe TXaQWiW\ Rf ¶elePeQWaU\· QeedV,
RU RQ Whe SRVVibiliW\ Rf UedXciQg WheP WR a ViQgle, iQiWial, SUiPRUdial
fXQdaPeQWal Qeed: libidR, Trieb, dUiYe, Zill fRU beiQg RU Zill fRU
SRZeU, eWc. HRZ caQ Ze SaVV fURP Qeed RU QeedV WR deViUeV? IQ RWheU
ZRUdV: ZhaW happens beWZeen Whem iQ Whe WransiWion fURP Whe RQe WR
Whe RWheU?

Need iV deWeUPiQed biRlRgicall\ aQd Sh\ViRlRgicall\. IW iV ¶geQeUic·:
iW belRQgV WR Whe hXPaQ VSecieV. DeViUe iV aW Whe VaPe WiPe bRWh
iQdiYidXal aQd VRcial; iQ RWheU ZRUdV iW iV UecRgQi]ed ² RU e[clXded ²
b\ a VRcieW\. Need iV deWeUPiQed TXaQWiWiYel\: a hXPaQ RUgaQiVP
QeedV VR PaQ\ calRUieV, VR PaQ\ hRXUV Rf VleeS, eWc. AQ iQdXVWU\
QeedV VR PXch eQeUg\ aQd VR PaQ\ UaZ PaWeUialV, VR PaQ\
PachiQeV. DeViUe hRZeYeU iV TXaliɹed RU TXaliWaWiYe. BXW WheVe
RbVeUYaWiRQV aUe WRR ViPSle. Need iV alVR VSRQWaQeiW\ aQd YiWaliW\,
aQd alVR deSWh aQd UelaWiRQVhiS WR deSWh. SR Ve[Xal Qeed VeePV
geQeUicall\ liQked WR UeSURdXcWiRQ; iQ Whe iQdiYidXal iW caQQRW be
VeSaUaWed fURP aQ RUgaQ aQd Whe Za\ iW fXQcWiRQV, fURP a ceUWaiQ
deWeUPiQed TXaQWiW\ Rf RUgaQic PaWeUial, VSeUP RU RYa. AW Whe VaPe
WiPe, iW iV QRW RQl\ Whe dUaPa Rf Whe UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ RQe
iQdiYidXal aQd aQRWheU (RU Whe RWheU) iQdiYidXal Zhich iV VkeWched
RXW aQd fRUeVhadRZed WhURXgh WhiV Qeed, iW iV QRW RQl\ Whe dUaPa Rf
Whe liQk beWZeeQ iQdiYidXal aQd VSecieV, iW iV XQiYeUValiW\ Zhich iV
beiQg RʃeUed RU ZiWhdUaZQ. TheVe aUe Whe SURblePV (RU aV
ShilRVRSheUV SXW iW, Whe SURblePaWic) Rf lRYe. The biRlRgical aQd
RUgaQic facW QRZ aSSeaUV like aQ iQiWial aQd XQiTXe QXcleXV Rf beiQg,
QRZ like a gURXS (faPil\) VSeciɹciW\, QRZ like a geQeUal SUiQciSle
UelaWiYe WR Whe SURblePV Rf Whe VSecieV, QRZ like a SURSRVed
XQiYeUValiW\. We caQQRW liPiW RXUVelYeV WR Whe RUgaQic RU biRlRgical
facW; aV VXch, iW iV aV abVWUacW aV Whe abVRlXWe idea Rf LRYe SeU Ve¬«

OQ Whe RWheU haQd, iW iV VWill WRR ViPSle WR Vee deViUe aV TXaliWaWiYe
aQd Qeed aV TXaQWiWaWiYe ² Whe RQe SV\chRlRgical aQd VRciRlRgical



(RU SV\chR-VRcial), Whe RWheU biRlRgical aQd Sh\ViRlRgical. TheUe aUe
QeedV Zhich aUe VRcial, RbjecWiYe aQd TXaQWiɹable: QeedV fRU VR
PaQ\ VRXUceV Rf eQeUg\, VR PaQ\ hRXVeV RU VchRRlV, eWc. EcRQRPiVWV
aQd VRciRlRgiVWV kQRZ WheVe QeedV Zell. OQ Whe VRciRlRgical leYel (WR
XVe Whe VWill-XQclaUiɹed WeUP ¶leYel·), Qeed aQd deViUe aUe VWill
VeSaUaWe RQe fURP Whe RWheU. A ViQgle hXPaQ UealiW\ aSSeaUV ZiWh
WZR faceV, RQe bUXWall\ RbjecWiYe ² VRcial Qeed (fRU WhiV RU fRU WhaW),
Whe RWheU VXbWl\ VXbjecWiYe ² deViUe (fRU WhiV RU fRU WhaW RU fRU
VRPeWhiQg elVe b\ PeaQV Rf WhiV RU WhaW, RU eYeQ fRU QRWhiQg RU fRU
Whe iQɹQiWe RU fRU SXUe VXUSUiVe), ZiWh PRWiYaWiRQV Zhich giYe
PeaQiQg WR Whe deViUed RbjecW aQd WR deViUe iWVelf.

TheUe aUe PaQ\ PediaWiRQV beWZeeQ Qeed aQd deViUe. IQ facW,
WheUe iV eYeU\WhiQg: VRcieW\ iQ iWV eQWiUeW\ (SURdXcWiYe acWiYiWieV aQd
Whe PRdeV Rf cRQVXPSWiRQ), cXlWXUe, Whe SaVW aQd hiVWRU\, laQgXage,
QRUPV, cRPPaQdV aQd SURhibiWiRQV, Whe hieUaUch\ Rf YalXeV aQd
SUefeUeQceV. DeViUe RQl\ becRPeV deViUe ZheQ iW iV aVVXPed b\ Whe
iQdiYidXal Yia hiV cRQɻicWV iQ a cRQVciRXV aPd acceSWed Za\, aQd
ZheQ iW iV cRQVciRXVl\ cRQfURQWed ZiWh ¶gRRdV· (Whe RbjecW) aQd Whe
eQjR\PeQW aʃRUded b\ WheP. IW RQl\ WUXl\ becRPeV deViUe ZheQ iW
becRPeV a YiWal aQd VSiUiWXal SRZeU, acceSWed aQd XVed b\ Whe
iQdiYidXal, aQd ZheQ hiV life iV PeWaPRUShRVed iQWR a cUeaWiYe
cRQVciRXVQeVV, cUeaWiQg aQd cUeaWed: b\ becRPiQg Qeed RQce PRUe.
IQiWiall\, Qeed iV QaWXUe; iW becRPeV a cUeaWiYe acWiYiW\ aQd cRPeV WR
aQ eQd iQ Whe ZRUkV cUeaWiYiW\ SURdXceV.

NRZ WhiV iV aQ iPPeQVe jRXUQe\, fUaXghW ZiWh RbVWacleV aQd
SiWfallV, ePSW\ VSaceV aQd gaSiQg hRleV. The deɹQiWiRQ Ze haYe
giYeQ Rf deViUe VeePV WR be QeceVVaU\, iQ WhaW iW cRQdeQVeV
e[SeUieQce. AQd \eW, if Ze acceSW iW, iW SRiQWV WR a liPiW, a kiQd Rf
hRUi]RQ. OQe Pa\ aVk RQeVelf ZheWheU WheUe haV eYeU beeQ a WUXe
deViUe RU eYeQ a WUXe deViUe WUXl\ fXlɹlled. KaQW, WhaW WheRUiVW Rf Whe
YiUWXRXV acWiRQ, XVed WR aVk hiPVelf ZheWheU WheUe had eYeU beeQ a
YiUWXRXV acWiRQ Zhich cRXld cRQfRUP WR hiV cRQceSW. AW eYeU\ VWeS Rf
Whe iPPeQVe jRXUQe\, hRZ PaQ\ SRWeQWial failXUeV, deYiaWiRQV,
UegUeVViRQV, PiVWakeV cRUUecWable RU be\RQd UeSaiU! BXW Velf-
UegXlaWRU\ V\VWePV, VXch aV feedbackV, dR e[iVW, Zhich Pa\ be
fUagile aQd \eW aUe Ueal iQ Whe cRQWe[W Rf deWeUPiQed cRQWe[WV aQd



VWUXcWXUeV; aQ RYeUall balaQce iV eVWabliVhed beWZeeQ diʃeUiQg QeedV,
beWZeeQ VaWiVfacWiRQV aQd diVVaWiVfacWiRQV, aV beWZeeQ RʃeUV aQd
dePaQdV. CRQYeUVel\, Velf-UegXlaWiRQ dReV QRW aSSeaU WR e[iVW
SV\chicall\. AlZa\V UelaWiYe aQd fRUeYeU iQ TXeVWiRQ, Whe balaQce Rf
deViUeV PXVW be fRXghW fRU WiPe aQd WiPe agaiQ. IQ Whe fabUic Rf Whe
eYeU\da\, Whe SaWhRlRgical aQd Whe abQRUPal aUe a cRQVWaQW PeQace
WR XV.

DUeaPV, ZiWh WheiU diVcRQWiQXiWieV, WheiU VXUSUiViQg ¶VXVSeQVeV· aQd
WheiU RbYiRXV abVXUdiWieV, VXP XS Whe WUaQViWiRQ fURP Qeed WR deViUe.
The\ Ue-eQacW Whe jRXUQe\ fURP Whe ceUWaiQW\ Rf Qeed WR Whe
XQceUWaiQW\ Rf deViUe. DUaPaWicall\, Whe\ cRQdeQVe aQ eQRUPRXV
dUaPaWic, VRcial aQd iQdiYidXal hiVWRU\, PaUked RXW b\ V\PbRlV. IW iV
QRW RQl\ Whe failXUeV aQd Whe SRVVibiliW\ Rf failXUe Zhich Whe\
diVSla\, bXW alVR Whe illXVRU\ VRlXWiRQ WR SRWeQWial failXUe Zhich
PakeV a diʃeUeQW, PRUe VeUiRXV failXUe iQeYiWable: QRVWalgia fRU Whe
cRV\ ZaUPWh Rf Whe lRVW hRPelaQd, Whe jRXUQe\ back WR aQ RUigiQal
VWaWe ZiWhRXW SURblePV, UeSeWiWiRQV, UefXge iQ V\PbRlV, aQd eVcaSe
iQWR a SaVW Rf QaWXUal beiQg iQ RUdeU WR eYade Whe SURblePV Rf Whe
beiQg Zhich iV aV \eW XQaWWaiQed. IQ a VSRQWaQeRXV ¶digeVW· Rf Whe
dUaPa Rf deViUe, dUeaPV VigQal gaSV aQd deYiaWiRQV, aQd iQ dRiQg VR
Pake WheP PRUe VeUiRXV. If dUeaPV Ue-eQacW Whe WUePXlRXV biUWh Rf
deViUe, WheQ VhRXld QRW deViUe acW like dUeaPV, gRiQg be\RQd Whe
cUiWical VXUface Zhich VeSaUaWeV VleeSiQg aQd ZakiQg, iPageV aQd Whe
eYeU\da\, aQd cUeaWe iWVelf iQ aQ e[WeUQal fRUP?

We aUe begiQQiQg WR SeUceiYe aQ iQɹQiWel\ cRPSle[ dialecWical
PRYePeQW, Zhich fRU Whe WiPe beiQg Ze Zill VXP XS ZiWh VeYeUal
SURSRViWiRQV:

a)¬¬DeViUe iV SURfRXQdl\ diʃeUeQW fURP Qeed. IW caQ eYeQ gR VR faU aV
WR VWUXggle agaiQVW iW, XQWil iW fUeeV iWVelf.

b)¬ ¬ IQiWiall\, hRZeYeU, WheUe iV QR deViUe ZiWhRXW a Qeed aV iWV
QXcleXV, iWV SRiQW Rf deSaUWXUe, iWV ¶baVe· RU ¶fRXQdaWiRQ·. A deViUe
ZiWhRXW Qeed caQ RQl\ be SXUel\ aUWiɹcial, aQ e[WUePe caVe Zhich
eYeQ Whe PRVW VXbWl\ UeɹQed PRUal RU aeVWheWic YalXeV RU
aUWiɹcial PRdeV Rf behaYiRXU ɹQd diɽcXlW WR cUeaWe.



c)¬¬SRRQeU RU laWeU deViUe WXUQV back WRZaUdV Qeed iQ RUdeU WR UegaiQ
iW aQd WR UegaiQ iWVelf. B\ UeiQYeVWiQg iWVelf ZiWhiQ iW, iW UediVcRYeUV
VSRQWaQeiW\ aQd YiWaliW\. IW iV a UeWXUQ jRXUQe\ Zhich cURVVeV
WhURXgh Whe RbjecWiYiW\, iPSeUVRQaliW\ aQd iQdiʃeUeQce Rf VRcial
Qeed, aV iW iV cRQYeQWiRQall\ XQdeUVWRRd.

ThiV dialecWical PRYePeQW SeUPeaWeV Whe eYeU\da\. IW giYeV iW life.
The eYeU\da\ iV Whe VSace iQ Zhich dialecWical PRYePeQW adYaQceV
RU cRPeV WR a halW, iQ aQ XQSUedicWable bleQd Rf RSaTXeQeVV aQd
WUaQVSaUeQc\, Rf cleaU-VighWedQeVV aQd bliQdQeVV, Rf deWeUPiQabiliW\
aQd WUaQVieQce.

TheUefRUe WheUe iV a WUaQVfeU fURP Qeed WR deViUe Zhich cURVVeV Whe
VRcial aQd VRcieW\ iQ iWV eQWiUeW\. ThiV WUaQVfeU iV VRPeWiPeV
cRQWiQXRXV, VRPeWiPeV iQWeUUXSWed. BeWZeeQ P\Velf aQd Pe, RU if
\RX like, beWZeeQ ¶I· aQd ¶Pe·, RU UaWheU beWZeeQ ¶Pe· aQd ¶I· caXghW
XS iQ eYeU\da\ life, WheUe iV eYeU\WhiQg. FiUVW aQd fRUePRVW WheUe iV
laQgXage, Zhich allRZV a cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf deViUe WR be achieYed aQd
WheQ iQVeUWed iQWR SUa[iV.

BXW WhiV YiViRQ iV VWill WRR ViPSle. The WUaQViWiRQ fURP Qeed WR
deViUe aQd Whe YiWal UeWXUQ Rf deViUe back WR Qeed, iQ RUdeU WR
UeabVRUb iWVelf ZiWhiQ iW, WhiV WUaQViWiRQ Zhich Whe cRPSle[iWieV Rf Whe
jRXUQe\ haYe alUead\ iPSeded, iV alVR RbVWUXcWed b\ e[WUaQeRXV
iQWeUYeQWiRQV. We liYe iQ a deWeUPiQed VRcieW\ (bRXUgeRiV RU
caSiWaliVW UaWheU WhaQ VRcialiVW VRcieW\, ViQce WhaW iV diʃeUeQW aQd iQ
aQ\ caVe WRR badl\ XQdeUVWRRd fRU XV WR XQdeUWake a VWXd\ Rf iWV
eYeU\da\ life). IQ ¶cRQVXPeU VRcieW\·, Zhich iV allegedl\ baVed XSRQ
PaVV cRQVXPSWiRQ aQd PaVViYe SURdXcWiRQ fRU QeedV, Whe
PaQXfacWXUeUV Rf cRQVXPeU gRRdV dR all Whe\ caQ WR PaQXfacWXUe
cRQVXPeUV. TR a laUge e[WeQW Whe\ VXcceed.

The cRQVXPeU dReV QRW deViUe. He VXbPiWV. He haV ¶VWUaQgel\·
PRWiYaWed ¶behaYiRXU SaWWeUQV·. He Rbe\V Whe VXggeVWiRQV aQd Whe
RUdeUV giYeQ WR hiP b\ adYeUWiViQg, ValeV ageQcieV RU Whe dePaQdV Rf
VRcial SUeVWige (QRW WR PeQWiRQ ZRUUieV abRXW VRlYeQc\, Zhich aUe
faU fURP Qegligible). The ciUcXiW fURP Qeed WR deViUe aQd fURP deViUe
WR Qeed iV cRQVWaQWl\ beiQg iQWeUUXSWed RU diVWRUWed. TheVe ¶RUdeUV·
fURP RXWVide becRPe VXbWl\ abVWUacW fUagPeQWV RU abVXUdl\ cRQcUeWe



¶PRWiYaWiRQV·. DeViUeV QR lRQgeU cRUUeVSRQd WR geQXiQe QeedV; Whe\
aUe aUWiɹcial. Need QR lRQgeU PeWaPRUShRVeV iQWR deViUe. The
SURceVV becRPeV cRPSlicaWed, RU diViQWegUaWeV. AQd \eW iW dReV QRW
diVaSSeaU; iW cRQWiQXeV iWV jRXUQe\ fURP Whe YiWal WR Whe VRcial, fURP
ZaQW WR fXllQeVV, fURP SUiYaWiRQ WR SleaVXUe, eYeQ if iWV QaWXUe iV
PiVXQdeUVWRRd RU XQUecRgQi]ed. HRZeYeU, Whe ¶V\VWeP Rf QeedV·,
Zhich Hegel cRQVideUed WR be Whe cePeQW Rf VRcial life, QR lRQgeU
VeePV cRheUeQW. IW haV beeQ diVVRciaWed RU VhaWWeUed. AV GX\
DebRUd8 VR eQeUgeWicall\ SXW iW, eYeU\da\ life haV liWeUall\ beeQ
¶cRlRQi]ed·. IW haV beeQ bURXghW WR aQ e[WUePe SRiQW Rf alieQaWiRQ, iQ
RWheU ZRUdV SURfRXQd diVVaWiVfacWiRQ, iQ Whe QaPe Rf Whe laWeVW
WechQRlRg\ aQd Rf ¶cRQVXPeU VRcieW\·. NRZ WhiV WechQRlRg\ cRXld
Pake a diʃeUeQW eYeU\da\ UealiW\ possible. HRZeYeU, WheVe YeU\ VaPe
caXVeV haYe XQifRUP eʃecWV, eTXali]iQg VRcial QeedV aQd bUiQgiQg
¶deViUeV· iQ liQe ZiWh RQe aQRWheU; Whe\ UeSlace SUeYiRXV highl\
diYeUViɹed ¶lifeVW\leV· b\ eYeU\da\ Za\V Rf liYiQg Zhich aUe
aQalRgRXV, if QRW ideQWical.

TheUefRUe WheUe caQ be QR kQRZledge Rf Whe eYeU\da\ ZiWhRXW
kQRZledge Rf VRcieW\ iQ iWV eQWiUeW\. TheUe caQ be QR kQRZledge Rf
eYeU\da\ life, RU Rf VRcieW\, RU Rf Whe ViWXaWiRQ Rf Whe fRUPeU ZiWhiQ
Whe laWWeU, RU Rf WheiU iQWeUacWiRQV, ZiWhRXW a Uadical cUiWiTXe Rf Whe
RQe aQd Rf Whe RWheU, Rf Whe RQe b\ Whe RWheU, aQd Yice YeUVa. FRU
WhiV kQRZledge, QegaWiYe cRQceSWV (diVWaQce aQd RPiVViRQ,
diVVaWiVfacWiRQ, fUXVWUaWiRQ RU, PRUe geQeUall\, alieQaWiRQ) aUe aV
iQdiVSeQVable aV Whe SRViWiYe ideaV iQ XVe iQ Whe fUagPeQWed VcieQceV.

4

VRlXPe I Rf CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life alVR SURPiVed a VchePaWic Rf
Whe ViWXaWiRQ Rf ZRPeQ iQ PRdeUQ VRcieW\. TZR W\SeV Rf
cRQVideUaWiRQ SURPSWed WhiV iQWeQWiRQ. FiUVW, ¶ZRPeQ· iQ geQeUal
beaU all Whe ZeighW Rf eYeU\da\ life; Whe\ aUe VXbjecWed WR iW PXch
PRUe WhaQ ¶PeQ·, iQ VSiWe Rf YeU\ VigQiɹcaQW diʃeUeQceV accRUdiQg WR
VRcial claVVeV aQd gURXSV. TheiU ViWXaWiRQ VXPV XS ZhaW Whe eYeU\da\
iV. SecRQd, WhiV ViWXaWiRQ iV aQ iQdicaWRU aQd a PeaVXUePeQW Rf Whe



degUee WR Zhich Whe hXPaQ iV achieYed (RU QRW) iQ a deWeUPiQed
VRcial SUacWice, aW a ceUWaiQ leYel Rf ecRQRPic aQd VRcial
deYelRSPeQW, aQd aW a ceUWaiQ degUee Rf cXlWXUe aQd ciYili]aWiRQ.

NRZ RYeU Whe laVW WeQ \eaUV, WhiV WhePe (¶Whe ViWXaWiRQ Rf ZRPeQ·
RU ¶Whe fePiQiQe cRQdiWiRQ·) haV VXbVided iQWR liWeUaU\ aQd
jRXUQaliVWic baQaliW\. IW haV giYeQ UiVe WR SRlePicV Zhich haYe beeQ
aV YagXe aV Whe\ haYe beeQ YiRleQW, aQd WR YeU\ VSeciali]ed
PRQRgUaShV RQ SRiQWV Rf iQWeUeVW bXW Rf PiQiPal iPSRUWaQce.

The ValieQW feaWXUe Rf WheVe SRlePicV iV WhaW Whe\ ZeUe diUecWl\
liQked WR SRliWical TXeVWiRQV aQd WR VRPe TXiWe aVWRQiVhiQg SRliWical
SRViWiRQV.9 Like all SRlePicV, Whe\ haYe WheiU VhaUe Rf bad faiWh.
ObligaWRU\ RSWiRQV, iQ RWheU ZRUdV chRiceV, biaV, SaUWiVaQ aWWiWXdeV,
SaUW\ aWWiWXdeV ² all WheVe Pake fRU aQ iQe[WUicable cRQfXViRQ.
EYeU\RQe e[celV ZheQ iW cRPeV WR SRiQWiQg RXW RWheU SeRSle·V Zeak
SRiQWV. SR, ZiWh VWaWiVWicV aQd We[WV aW WheiU ɹQgeUWiSV, WheiU SaUWiVaQV
haYe QR diɽcXlW\ iQ VhRZiQg Whe e[WeQW WR Zhich RXU VRcieW\
SeUViVWV iQ diVadYaQWagiQg ZRPeQ. AQd, ZiWh VWaWiVWicV aQd We[WV aW
WheiU ɹQgeUWiSV, Whe RSSRQeQWV Rf WhiV QeRfePiQiVP haYe QR
diɽcXlW\ iQ VhRZiQg WhaW Ze aUe beiQg WhUeaWeQed b\ a kiQd Rf
PRdeUQ PaWUiaUch\ RU g\QaecRcUac\.

WheQ SRlePicV VWaUW Rʃ RQ Whe ZURQg fRRW, iW iV diɽcXlW WR
iQWeUYeQe ZiWhRXW WakiQg VideV. ThiV debaWe ZaV a cRQfURQWaWiRQ
beWZeeQ PiVRg\QiVWV aQd g\QaecRPaQiacV. WhaW ZaV Whe SRiQW iQ
iQWeUYeQiQg? CUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life haV WiPe RQ iWV Vide; iW
UeTXiUeV SaWieQce; iW ZRXld be UaWheU PRUe iQ faYRXU Rf SeRSle ZhR
ZaiW fRU ViWXaWiRQV WR PaWXUe (bXW iW aYRidV WhRVe ZhR leW WheVe
ViWXaWiRQV aWURSh\, aQd ZhR aUe hXPaQ beiQgV Rf aQRWheU VRUW).

FiUVW aQd fRUePRVW Whe VWXd\ Rf fePiQiQe UealiW\ iPSlieV Whe
iQWeUYeQWiRQ Rf cRQceSWV Zhich aUe VWill XQdeUdeYelRSed, fRU
e[aPSle Whe cRQceSW Rf ambigXiW\. If Ze Va\ iW iV XQdeUdeYelRSed, iW
iV becaXVe cRQfXVed iQWXiWiRQV abRXW RbVcXUe ViWXaWiRQV aUe RfWeQ
PiVWakeQ fRU cRQceSWV. If Whe RbjecW Rf Whe cRQceSW Rf aPbigXiW\
aSSeaUV WR be cRQfXVed aQd XQcleaU, Whe cRQceSW iWVelf QeedV WR be all
Whe PRUe cleaU aQd e[SliciW.10 IQ WhiV da\ aQd age, ZhR ZRXld deQ\
WhaW iQ ¶beiQg· RU ¶e[iVWeQce· RU iQ ¶life· RU iQ ¶SUa[iV· WheUe iV PXch
WhaW iV XQcleaU aQd RbVcXUe? If Whe cRQceSW Rf XQcleaUQeVV aQd Rf



RbVcXUiW\ UePaiQV XQcleaU aQd RbVcXUe, iQ RWheU ZRUdV if WheUe iV QR
cRQceSW, iUUaWiRQaliVP WUiXPShV. If Whe cRQceSW Rf XQcleaUQeVV aQd
RbVcXUiW\ caQ be claUiɹed, WheQ a (UelaWiYe) UaWiRQaliVP Zill iPSRVe
iWVelf.

SWXd\ Rf Whe ZRPeQ·V SUeVV, aQd abRYe all Rf Whe VR-called
¶URPaQWic· SUeVV, UeYealV a fePiQiQe ZRUld Rf ViQgXlaU aPbigXiW\.
ThaW iW ZiVheV WR SURPRWe ZRPeQ VRciall\ iV RbYiRXV, \eW YagXe, aQd
iW dReV QRW gR be\RQd ceUWaiQ chaUacWeUiVWicV (WhePVelYeV
aPbigXRXV) Rf Whe YagXel\ deɹQed VRcial gURXS Whe\ cRPSUiVe. IQ
Whe ¶fePiQiQe ZRUld· Whe aQal\VW QRWiceV iQQXPeUable WiPeV Whe
UeVXUgeQce Rf P\WhV, Rf cRVPRlRgical RU aQWhURSRlRgical
V\PbRliVPV, Zhich, fURP Whe SeUVSecWiYe Rf PRdeUQ VcieQce aQd
WechQRlRg\, aUe all RXWdaWed. TheVe UeVXUgeQceV aUe aQalRgRXV WR
VRPeWhiQg WakiQg Slace RQ aQ aSSaUeQWl\ higheU leYel WhaQ WhaW Rf
Whe ¶URPaQWic· SUeVV. If Ze haYe VeeQ Whe UebiUWh Rf P\WhV iQ
liWeUaWXUe, aUW aQd cXlWXUe, Whe cUiWiciVP Zhich aWWacked WheVe P\WhV
Qeeded WR be VXbWleU WhaQ befRUe; Ze haYe VeeQ Whe aSSeaUaQce Rf
V\PbRliVPV, QRWabl\ iQ ciQePa, aW a WiPe ZheQ Rld V\PbRlV ZeUe
beiQg diVcUediWed aQd aQWiV\PbRliVP ZaV iQWeQVif\iQg iWV caPSaigQ
XQdeU Whe baQQeU Rf UealiVP RU QeRclaVViciVP.

The aQal\VW SRQdeUV WheVe cRQWUadicWRU\ SheQRPeQa. He lRRkV aW
WheVe SXblicaWiRQV Zhich Vell iQ WheiU PilliRQV aQd aVkV hiPVelf ZhaW
liQk Whe\ eVWabliVh beWZeeQ Whe eYeU\da\ aQd Whe iPagiQaU\. OQ RQe
haQd he WUieV WR iVRlaWe WhePeV (gRRd lXck aQd bad lXck, chaQce aQd
deVWiQ\, haSSiQeVV aQd faWe) aQd WheiU cRPbiQaWiRQV, WUaQVfeUUed WR
Whe cRQWe[W Rf cRVPRlRgical UefeUeQce: Whe VWaUV aQd WheiU
cRQjXQcWXUeV. OQ Whe RWheU, he WUieV WR caSWXUe Whe aʃecWiYe WRQaliW\
PaiQWaiQed iQ WheVe UeadiQgV. He diVcRYeUV aQ aPbigXRXV Pi[WXUe Rf
YeU\ SUacWical We[WV aQd Rf We[WV abRXW Whe iPagiQaU\. HiV iPSUeVViRQ
iV WhaW RfWeQ Whe SUacWical We[WV (VXch aV UeciSeV, PeQXV, dUeVV
SaWWeUQV) Uead like dUeaPV, aQd WhaW cRQYeUVel\ Whe iPagiQaU\ We[WV
Uead iQ a SUacWical faVhiRQ, iQ a SeUSeWXal WRiQg aQd fURiQg fURP RQe
WR Whe RWheU, iQ a QeYeU-eQdiQg eTXiYRcaWiRQ Zhich UeSURdXceV iWVelf
iQdeɹQiWel\.

IW iV QRW eaV\ WR deɹQe ZhaW WhiV aPbigXiW\ PeaQV. IV iW a V\PSWRP
Rf Whe ZeakQeVV aQd childiVhQeVV SeUViVWiQg iQ a laUge QXPbeU Rf



ZRPeQ? IV iW a YicWRU\ RQ Whe SaUW Rf RbVcXUaQWiVP aQd VXSeUVWiWiRQ?
IV iW SURRf WhaW WhiV VRcial gURXS, ¶ZRPeQ·, iV badl\ iQWegUaWed iQ Whe
VRcieW\ iQ Zhich Ze liYe? IV iW a VigQ Rf UeViVWaQce WR Whe SUiPac\ Rf
WechQRlRg\ aQd Whe UaWiRQaliVW ideRlRg\ iQ iQdXVWUial VRcieW\? OU RQ
Whe cRQWUaU\ iV iW a cRQfXVed SURWeVW agaiQVW Whe VhRUWcRPiQgV Rf
WechQRlRg\ RU a cRQfXVed bXW SURfRXQd SeUceSWiRQ Rf Whe URle
UaQdRPQeVV Sla\V? TheVe TXeVWiRQV Qeed WR be addUeVVed.

IW cRXld be PaiQWaiQed WhaW WheVe facWV aQd V\PSWRPV ZRXld
diVaSSeaU ZiWhiQ a WUXl\ UaWiRQal VRcieW\ iQ Zhich Whe iQWegUaWiRQ Rf
ZRPeQ had beeQ SeUfecWl\ achieYed, aQd ZheUe Whe\ ZRXld ZRUk
QRUPall\ iQ cRQdiWiRQV Zhich ZRXld UeVRlYe WheiU VSeciɹc SURblePV.
OQe Pa\ alVR WhiQk WhaW WhiV ¶fePiQiQe ZRUld·, ZiWh iWV P\WhRlRgieV
aQd cRVPRlRgieV (hRURVcRSeV, V\VWePV Rf cRUUeVSRQdeQceV aQd
iQWeUSUeWaWiRQV) dePRQVWUaWeV Whe SeUPaQeQce Rf a Qeed RU a deeS
deViUe WR deQ\ Whe WUiYialiW\ Rf Whe eYeU\da\ b\ RSeQiQg iW XS WR Whe
PaUYellRXV aQd WR a kiQd Rf SReWU\, VRPeWiPeV clXPV\, VRPeWiPeV
VXbWle, Zhich aUW aQd liWeUaWXUe UediVcRYeU iQ WheiU Za\ bXW ZiWhRXW
beiQg able WR iQYeVW iW iQ Whe eYeU\da\. ThiV deViUe fRU aQRWheU
diPeQViRQ Rf Whe eYeU\da\ aQd Whe VRcial Pa\ addUeVV iWVelf WR Rld-
faVhiRQed UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV, bXW WhiV dReV QRW Pake iW aQ\ Whe leVV
legiWiPaWe. IW iV like a VeUiRXV gaPe, aQ aeVWheWiciVP fRU SeRSle
deSUiYed Rf aUW.

MRUe cRQcUeWel\, Whe aQal\ViV Rf We[WV VSeciɹcall\ diUecWed WRZaUdV
ZRPeQ aQd WheiU SUeRccXSaWiRQV UeYealV Whe SeUPaQeQce Rf c\clic
Wime scales Rf biRlRgical aQd cRVPic RUigiQ aW Whe heaUW Rf Whe
(iQWeUPiWWeQW RU cRQWiQXRXV) liQeaU WiPe VcaleV iPSRVed b\
WechQRlRg\ aQd iQdXVWUial labRXU. NRZ Whe liQk beWZeeQ Whe
eYeU\da\ aQd c\clic SaWWeUQV aQd WiPe VcaleV, Whe WiPe Rf da\ aQd
QighW, Zeek aQd PRQWh, VeaVRQ aQd \eaU, iV RbYiRXV. FXUWheUPRUe,
ZRPeQ·V Sh\ViRlRgical aQd VRcial liYeV Slace WheP aW Whe jXQcWiRQ
beWZeeQ Whe cRQWURlled VecWRU aQd Whe XQcRQWURlled VecWRU, Zhich
e[SlaiQV Whe URle ideaV VXch aV gRRd lXck, bad lXck RU deVWiQ\ Sla\ iQ
WheiU cRQVciRXVQeVV. All WhiV UeYealV Whe liQk beWZeeQ Whe ¶fePiQiQe
ZRUld· aQd eYeU\da\ life iQ a PXch cleaUeU lighW. ThiV liQk Zill be
VeeQ WR be PRUe SURfRXQd WhaQ Whe (iQdiVSeQVable) VWXdieV Rf



bXdgeW-WiPe, ZRPeQ·V ZRUk ZiWhiQ aQd RXWVide Whe hRPe, eWc.,
ZRXld haYe XV belieYe.

OQce PRUe Ze Vee RXUVelYeV diUecWed aZa\ fURP VSeciɹc facWV
WRZaUdV VRcieW\ iQ iWV eQWiUeW\, aQd Whe aQal\ViV Rf WRWaliW\. The VWXd\
iQ iVRlaWiRQ Rf Whe ¶fePiQiQe cRQdiWiRQ· cRQcealV PRUe WhaQ RQe WUaS.
AlWhRXgh iW VWaUWV fURP chaUacWeUiVWicV Zhich aUe iQdiVSXWable, VXch
a VWXd\ UXQV Whe UiVk Rf UecUeaWiQg a PeWaSh\Vical eQWiW\ aQd aQ
RccXlW TXaliW\ ² Whe fePiQiQe, fePiQiQiW\ ² RU cRQYeUVel\ Rf
diVVRlYiQg WheVe chaUacWeUiVWicV b\ cRQVideUiQg iPSRUWaQW eYeU\da\
SURblePV WR be PiQRU RQeV. IQ RUdeU WR aYRid bRWh WheVe UiVkV, Ze
Zill QRW VWXd\ Whe ¶fePiQiQe cRQdiWiRQ· aV a diVcUeWe XQiW, bXW iQVWead
Ze Zill diYide iW XS acURVV Whe ZhRle UaQge Rf RXU cUiWiTXe Rf
eYeU\da\ life. ThXV Whe iQiWial SURgUaPPe iV UeVWUXcWXUed. While Ze
Zill PaiQWaiQ Whe SURjecW fRU a Wheor\ of needs, Ze Zill abaQdRQ Whe
WhePe Rf Whe fePiQiQe cRQdiWiRQ aV a diVcUeWe aQd VeSaUaWe eQWiW\.

5

The RbVWacleV cRQfURQWiQg cUiWical UeVeaUch iQWR eYeU\da\ life ZRXld
be Rf liWWle PRUe WhaQ aQecdRWal iQWeUeVW if Whe\ did QRW aʃRUd XV a
WheRUeWical e[SeUieQce. HeUe Ze aUe iQ Whe dRPaiQ Rf PRYePeQW, a
dRPaiQ Zhich iV aW Whe VaPe WiPe e[WUePel\ ¶VWUXcWXUed·. AV Ze
haYe jXVW VeeQ, iW haV beeQ QeceVVaU\ WR UecRQVideU Whe cRQceSW Rf
eYeU\da\ life, WR iQWeQVif\ iW, WR PRdif\ iW, aQd WR ViWXaWe iW iQ VRcieW\
aV a ZhRle. ReVeaUch ZaV fRcXVed RQ a hXge Sile Rf ePSiUical facWV
(VXch aV Whe aSSeaUaQce Rf QeZ QeedV) aQd RQ a hXge Sile Rf
dRcXPeQWV (VXch aV Whe ¶ZRPeQ·V SUeVV· aQd iWV WhePeV). AW Whe VaPe
WiPe, a diɽcXlW cRQceSWXali]aWiRQ ² WR XVe Whe jaUgRQ Rf Whe VRcial
VcieQceV ² had WR be XQdeUWakeQ.

ReVeaUch iQ Whe dRPaiQ Rf VcieQWiɹcall\ QeceVVaU\ abVWUacWiRQV
(concepWs) haV adRSWed a WhUeefRld aVSecW. We haYe had WR challeQge
a ceUWaiQ QXPbeU Rf ideaV aQd PeWhRdRlRgical WRRlV, Zhich had
alUead\ beeQ acceSWed bXW Zhich ZeUe QRW \eW fXll\ deYelRSed, b\
cRQfURQWiQg WheP ZiWh facWV. AQ e[aPSle ZRXld be Whe idea Rf leYel,
Zhich Ze Zill e[aPiQe iQ a VSecial VecWiRQ iQ chaSWeU 2 iQ RUdeU WR



dePRQVWUaWe hRZ eYeU\da\ life iV RQe leYel Rf VRcial UealiW\. We haYe
alVR had WR iQWURdXce cRQceSWV Zhich aUe QeZ, bXW Zhich
cRUUeVSRQd WR a ceUWaiQ VWage Rf kQRZledge aQd Zhich WheUefRUe Wie
XS ZiWh SUeRccXSaWiRQV aQd aUeaV Rf UeVeaUch RWheU WhaQ WhRVe
UelaWiQg WR eYeU\da\ life. AQ e[aPSle ZRXld be Whe cRQceSW Rf Whe
(Zhole or WoWal) semanWic ɹeld, Zhich Ze Zill e[aPiQe iQ chaSWeU 4.
B\ e[WeQViRQ, Ze haYe had WR make concepWs dialecWical, ZheWheU RU
QRW Whe\ aUe alUead\ kQRZQ aQd acceSWed. FiQall\, iW haV beeQ
QeceVVaU\ WR WU\ WR iQWURdXce VRPe RUdeU iQWR Whe iPPeQVe
WheRUeWical aQd SUacWical cRQfXViRQ Zhich VeePV WR be aQ aVSecW Rf
PRdeUQiW\ iQ geQeUal aQd Whe VRcial VcieQceV iQ SaUWicXlaU, aQd
Zhich caQQRW be RYeUlRRked. ThiV cRQfXViRQ VWePV fURP Whe
SURlifeUaWiRQ Rf h\SRWheVeV, Whe cRQVideUable QXPbeU Rf VWXdieV
caUUied RXW, aQd WheiU e[WUePel\ XQeYeQ TXaliW\. WheQ aWWePSWiQg WR
iQWURdXce VRPe RUdeU aQd claUiW\, Ze PXVW aYRid ViPSliɹcaWiRQ aQd
aUWiɹcial cRheUeQce. We haYe alUead\ SRiQWed RXW WhiV daQgeU. IW Zill
cRQfURQW XV agaiQ iQ UelaWiRQ WR ideaV Zhich aUe iQdiVSeQVable, bXW
Zhich if XVed RU PiVXVed iQ aQ RYeUViPSliɹed Za\ Zill allRZ XV WR
VXbVWiWXWe VedXcWiYe aQd VXSeUɹcial cRheUeQceV fRU Whe cRPSle[iW\ Rf
Whe facWV. SRPe e[aPSleV Rf WhiV ZRXld be Whe ideaV Rf sWrXcWXre aQd
Rf WoWaliW\, WR Zhich Ze Zill alVR deYRWe VRPe PeWhRdRlRgical
cRQVideUaWiRQV.
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APRQg all WheVe RbVWacleV, RQe iQ SaUWicXlaU iV ZRUWh aWWeQWiRQ,
QaPel\ SRliWicR-ideRlRgical cRQWURYeUVieV Zhich, WhRXgh iQeYiWable
aQd iQdiVSeQVable, haYe YiWiaWed Whe aWPRVSheUe fRU UeVeaUch.

The VRcial VcieQce VecWRU iV WRR iQYRlYed iQ ceUWaiQ iPSRUWaQW
iQWeUeVWV QRW WR be daPaged iQ WhiV Za\. The eQVXiQg debaWeV caQ be
e[WUePel\ liYel\, aQd SeUhaSV WhiV iV WR be ZelcRPed. All iQ all, iW iV
SUefeUable WR VWagQaWiRQ aQd iQdiʃeUeQce. The ZRUVW WhiQg iV WhaW Whe
RQe dReV QRW alZa\V e[clXde Whe RWheU, aQd VRPeWiPeV VWagQaWiRQ
aQd iQdiʃeUeQce gR haQd iQ haQd ZiWh YiUXleQW SRlePicV, Zhich aUe
iUUeleYaQW WR Whe acWXal iVVXe.



NR kQRZledge iQ aQ\ dRPaiQ caQ PRYe fRUZaUd ZiWhRXW
cRQWURYeUV\ (aQd WhiV iV SaUWicXlaUl\ WUXe fRU SRliWical ecRQRP\,
VRciRlRg\ aQd hiVWRU\). BehiQd ideaV WheUe aUe PeQ, aQd WheVe PeQ
haYe WheiU iQWeUeVWV aQd WheiU SaVViRQV. BehiQd PeQ WheUe aUe RWheU,
YaVWeU iQWeUeVWV, WhRVe Rf gURXSV, claVVeV aQd QaWiRQV. OQl\ VRPeRQe
QaiYe ² RU aQ acadePic ² ZRXld iQViVW WhaW WheUe VhRXld be a cliPaWe
Rf aʃabiliW\ aQd cRV\ WUaQTXilliW\ iQ Whe VRcial VcieQceV. BXW be\RQd
a ceUWaiQ liPiW, iW becRPeV alPRVW iPSRVVible WR ZRUk.

SR iQ Whe laVW feZ \eaUV, hRZ haYe WheVe cRQWURYeUVieV chaQged? IQ
Whe fRllRZiQg Za\. IW XVed WR be agUeed aV a facW Rf ciYili]aWiRQ aQd
Whe acTXiViWiRQ Rf cXlWXUe WhaW diVcXVViRQV degeQeUaWed ZheQ WheiU
aUgXPeQWV ZeUe XVed ad hominem. NRZ fRU VRPe WiPe PaQ\
diVcXVViRQV, if QRW all (ZheQ Whe\ aUe caUUied RXW iQ SXblic UaWheU
WhaQ b\ Za\ Rf gRVViS RU ZhiVSeUV), haYe UXVhed headlRQg aQd
VhaPeleVVl\ be\RQd Whe Sale. The\ begiQ ZiWh ZhaW XVed WR be Whe
cRQclXViRQ. The\ becRPe SeUVRQal. The\ WU\ WR diVcUediW, WR
diVTXalif\, WR diVhRQRXU. The\ WU\ WR VhRZ WhaW Whe SeUVRQ Whe\ aUe
aUgXiQg ZiWh iV QRW ¶Yalid·. The\ beliWWle hiP. IQ dRiQg VR, aQd
ZiWhRXW beiQg aZaUe Rf iW, Whe\ aUe beliWWliQg WhePVelYeV; Whe
diVcXVViRQ iWVelf iV beliWWled, aQd Whe\ SUeWeQd QRW WR QRWice.

If bRXUgeRiV WhRXghW, aQd Ze iQclXde libeUaliVP iQ WhiV, iV WU\iQg WR
RccXS\ a kiQd Rf aUWiɹciall\ VeUeQe high gURXQd, ZheUe iW ZRXld be
e[ePSWed fURP WhRVe geQXiQe diVcXVViRQV Zhich gR UighW dRZQ WR
Whe ¶fRXQdaWiRQV·, WheQ cXUUeQW dRgPaWiVP, aQd abRYe all MaU[iVW
dRgPaWiVP, iV jXVW aV gXilW\ Rf bUeakiQg ZiWh Whe UXleV Rf dialRgXe.
AV a UeVXlW Whe aWPRVSheUe iV XQlikel\ WR iPSURYe RYeUQighW. UQdeU
Whe iQɻXeQce Rf SWaliQiVP, cRQWURYeUVieV haYe becRPe SRliWical
RSeUaWiRQV deSlR\iQg Whe WechQiTXeV Rf SURSagaQda. If \RX ZiVh
PeUel\ WR ¶QeXWUali]e· \RXU RSSRQeQW, \RX aUe beiQg Qice WR hiP.
MRUe RfWeQ WhaQ QRW, \RX Zill WU\ \RXU haUdeVW WR ¶eliPiQaWe· hiP. AV
iV alZa\V Whe caVe, WheVe SURcedXUeV Rf ideRlRgical ZaUfaUe haYe
gRQe Zell be\RQd Whe liPiWed ciUcle iQ Zhich Whe\ RUigiQaWed. Bad
PaQQeUV haYe VSUead like ZildɹUe. The gRRd PaQQeUV Rf libeUaliVP
aUe UaWheU RXW-Rf-daWe, aQd haYe RʃeUed a feeble aQd WiPRURXV
UeViVWaQce.



The UeVXlW iV a geQeUali]ed WeUURUiVP Zhich ZRXld PeUiW a VWXd\
all Rf iWV RZQ aQd Zhich iV SaUW Rf a faiUl\ VeUiRXV aQd YiUWXall\
XbiTXiWRXV cRQWUadicWiRQ beWZeeQ Whe cUeaWiRQ Rf a QeZ dePRcUac\
aQd Whe XQdeUPiQiQg Rf Whe YeU\ fRXQdaWiRQV Rf WhiV dePRcUac\. If
PiQdV, ideaV aQd cRQceSWV PaQage QRW WR be ¶QeXWUali]ed·, WheQ Whe\
aUe ¶eliPiQaWed·. IQ Whe ideRlRgical jXQgle, WeUURUiVP UXleV. EYeU\RQe
XVeV Whe VaPe aUVeQal: iQWiPidaWiRQ, WhUeaWV, UeSUeVViRQ. TeUURUiVP
SaUal\VeV. Be Whe\ libeUalV RU QRW, WhRVe ZhR ¶UeViVW· Zill VXʃeU; ideaV
becRPe VWale aQd lifeleVV; PeQ becRPe WiUed aQd gURZ Rld. All Whe
beWWeU fRU dRgPaWiVP aQd W\UaQQ\, RU ZhaWeYeU \RX ZaQW WR call
WheP. FRUce aQd SRZeU haYe ZRQ. The SURcedXUeV Rf Whe iQWellecWXal
PaQdaUiQaWe aQd Whe WechQiTXeV Rf iQWellecWXal gaQgVWeUiVP
cRPSlePeQW each RWheU, WhRXgh iW iV QRW Whe VaPe PeQ ZhR XVe
WheP.11
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PXWWiQg WhiV WR RQe Vide, leW XV UecaSiWXlaWe Whe RbjecWiRQV aQd aiPV
Rf WhRVe ZhR UejecW Whe idea Rf ¶eYeU\da\ life·, RU ZhR deQ\ WhaW iW
haV aQ\ iQWeUeVW. The aUgXPeQWV haYe beeQ SUeVeQWed VRPeWiPeV
YeUball\,12 VRPeWiPeV iQ ZUiWWeQ fRUP. We Zill VXP WheP XS
ZiWhRXW TXRWiQg QaPeV RU We[WV. We Zill begiQ ZiWh Whe leaVW
¶iQWiPidaWiQg· RQeV (b\ Zhich Ze PeaQ WhRVe ZhR leaVW XVe Whe
aXWhRUiWaUiaQ PeWhRd).

Common-sense objecWions (CRPPRQ VeQVe iV Whe WUiYial UeɻecWiRQ Rf a
fUagPeQWed SUacWice, aQd VhRXld QRW be cRQfXVed ZiWh gRRd VeQVe,
Zhich iV QeaUeU WR aQal\Wic XQdeUVWaQdiQg aQd CaUWeViaQ UeaVRQ.)

¶TR begiQ ZiWh, eYeU\da\ life dReV QRW e[iVW aV a geQeUaliW\. TheUe
aUe aV PaQ\ eYeU\da\ liYeV aV WheUe aUe SlaceV, SeRSle aQd Za\V Rf
life. EYeU\da\ life iV QRW Whe VaPe iQ TiPbXkWX, iQ PaUiV, iQ TeheUaQ,
iQ NeZ YRUk, iQ BXeQRV AiUeV, iQ MRVcRZ, iQ 1900, iQ 1960. IQ facW,
ZhaW dR Whe ZRUdV PeaQ? WhaWeYeU iV UeSeaWed RQ a dail\ baViV?



The acWiRQ Rf RSeQiQg RU VhXWWiQg dRRUV, Rf eaWiQg aQd dUiQkiQg?
OQl\ RUgaQic fXQcWiRQV cRUUeVSRQd WR \RXU deɹQiWiRQ. UWWeUl\
ZiWhRXW iQWeUeVW.

EYeU\da\ life iQ aUW? IQ SRliWicV? ThaW PXVW PeaQ Whe eYeU\da\ life
Rf Whe aUWiVW, Rf Whe SRliWiciaQ, ZhaW Whe\ eaW, ZhaW Whe\ dUiQk, hRZ
gRRd RU bad WheiU digeVWiRQ iV. AV faU aV aUW RU SRliWicV iV cRQceUQed,
XWWeUl\ XQiPSRUWaQW. YRX aUe jXVW a YXlgaU PaWeUialiVW¬«·

Repl\

¶DR \RX Ueall\ WhiQk \RX haYe XQdeUVWRRd ZhaW Whe ZRUdV criWiqXe of
eYer\da\ life acWXall\ PeaQ? IV iW a TXeVWiRQ Rf deVcUibiQg, cRPSaUiQg
aQd diVcRYeUiQg ZhaW PighW be ideQWical RU aQalRgRXV iQ TeheUaQ, iQ
PaUiV, iQ TiPbXkWX RU iQ MRVcRZ? SXch aQ aiP ZRXld iQdeed be
UeVWUicWed WR Whe baVic aQd Whe Sh\ViRlRgical. The aiP Rf a cUiWiTXe Rf
eYeU\da\ life iV TXiWe diʃeUeQW. IW iV a TXeVWiRQ Rf diVcRYeUiQg ZhaW
PXVW aQd caQ chaQge aQd be WUaQVfRUPed iQ SeRSle·V liYeV, iQ
TiPbXkWX, iQ PaUiV, iQ NeZ YRUk RU iQ MRVcRZ. IW iV a TXeVWiRQ Rf
VWaWiQg cUiWicall\ hRZ SeRSle liYe RU hRZ badl\ Whe\ liYe, RU hRZ
Whe\ dR QRW liYe aW all. WRXld \RX gR VR faU aV WR Va\ WhaW eYeU\da\
life caQQRW chaQge? If VR, \RX deVWUR\ \RXU RZQ aUgXPeQW, becaXVe
\RX haYe alUead\ adPiWWed WhaW iW caQ. CUiWiTXe iPSlieV SRVVibiliWieV,
aQd SRVVibiliWieV aV \eW XQfXlɹlled. IW iV Whe WaVk Rf cUiWiTXe WR
dePRQVWUaWe ZhaW WheVe SRVVibiliWieV aQd WhiV lack Rf fXlɹlPeQW aUe.
DR \RX WhiQk WhaW baVic Sh\ViRlRgical dePaQdV ² RUgaQic fXQcWiRQV,
aV \RX call WheP ² aUe e[WeUQal WR VRcial life, WR cXlWXUe, WR
ciYili]aWiRQ, aQd aUe WhXV XQchaQgeable, RU UelaWiYel\ VR? SXch a
SRVWXlaWe ZRXld be highl\ debaWable aQd highl\ daQgeURXV.
MRUeRYeU, Whe WeUP ´eYeU\da\µ haV PiVled \RX. YRX Wake iW liWeUall\
UaWheU WhaQ VeeiQg iWV deeSeU PeaQiQg. DR \RX WhiQk WhaW Whe
UeSeWiWiRQV Zhich Wake Slace each Zeek aQd each VeaVRQ aUe QRW SaUW
Rf eYeU\da\ life? FUeTXeQWl\, aQd QRW fRU Whe laVW WiPe, Ze haYe
WakeQ Uh\WhPV aQd c\clic WiPe VcaleV WR be RQe Rf Whe cRQWeQWV Rf Whe
eYeU\da\, ZiWh all WhaW Whe\ RUgaQi]e aQd cRPPaQd, eYeQ ZheQ Whe\
aUe bURkeQ aQd fUagPeQWed b\ liQeaU WiPe VcaleV. ThiV iV VRPeWhiQg



Zhich VXSeUVedeV ´Whe eYeU\da\µ iQ iWV VWUicWeVW VeQVe. AQd aQRWheU
WhiQg: dR \RX WhiQk WhaW aUW iV e[WeUQal aQd VXSeUiRU WR Ueal life, aQd
WhaW ZhaW Whe aUWiVW cUeaWeV iV RQ a WUaQVceQdeQWal SlaQe? SiPilaUl\,
dR \RX WhiQk WhaW SRliWicV aQd Whe VWaWe aUe abRYe eYeU\da\ life aQd
e[WeUQal WR VRcieW\? CUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life eQcRPSaVVeV a cUiWiTXe
Rf aUW b\ Whe eYeU\da\ aQd a cUiWiTXe Rf Whe eYeU\da\ b\ aUW. IW
eQcRPSaVVeV a cUiWiTXe Rf Whe SRliWical UealPV b\ eYeU\da\ VRcial
SUacWice aQd Yice YeUVa. IQ a ViPilaU VeQVe, iW iQclXdeV a cUiWiTXe Rf
VleeS aQd dUeaPV b\ ZakefXlQeVV (aQd Yice YeUVa), aQd a cUiWiTXe Rf
Whe Ueal b\ Whe iPagiQaU\ aQd b\ ZhaW iV SRVVible, aQd Yice YeUVa.
ThiV iV WR Va\ WhaW iW begiQV b\ eVWabliVhiQg dialecWical liQkV,
UeciSURciWieV aQd iPSlicaWiRQV UaWheU WhaQ aQ XQUelaWed hieUaUch\, aV
\RX dR. FiQall\, SleaVe QRWe WhaW ZhaW \RX Va\ abRXW Whe diYeUViW\ Rf
eYeU\da\ liYeV iV leVV aQd leVV WUXe. TechQRlRgical RU iQdXVWUial
ciYili]aWiRQ WeQdV WR QaUURZ Whe gaSV beWZeeQ lifeVW\leV (Ze aUe QRW
WalkiQg abRXW liYiQg VWaQdaUdV) iQ Whe ZRUld aV a ZhRle. HaYiQg Vaid
WhaW, \RXU aUgXPeQW haV a SRiQW aQd UaiVeV a TXeVWiRQ. WRXld
eYeU\da\ life be PeUel\ Whe hXPble aQd VRUdid Vide Rf life iQ
geQeUal, aQd Rf VRcial SUacWice? TR UeSeaW Whe aQVZeU Ze haYe
alUead\ giYeQ: \es aQd no. YeV, iW iV Whe hXPble aQd VRUdid Vide, bXW
QRW RQl\ WhaW. SiPXlWaQeRXVl\ iW iV alVR Whe WiPe aQd Whe Slace ZheUe
Whe hXPaQ eiWheU fXlɹlV iWVelf RU failV, ViQce iW iV a Slace aQd a WiPe
Zhich fUagPeQWed, VSeciali]ed aQd diYided acWiYiW\ caQQRW
cRPSleWel\ gUaVS, QR PaWWeU hRZ gUeaW aQd ZRUWh\ WhaW acWiYiW\ Pa\
be¬«·

ObjecWions from hisWorians

¶EYeU\da\ life iV aQ aVSecW Rf hiVWRU\, aQ iQWeUeVWiQg RQe, Pa\be, bXW
PiQRU. TR VWXd\ iW iQ iWVelf aQd fRU iWVelf eQWailV ceUWaiQ daQgeUV. Like
iW RU QRW, aUeQ·W \RX falliQg back RQ Whe aQecdRWal, RQ VRPeWhiQg
e[WeUQal WR eYeQWV aQd WheiU deeS-VeaWed UeaVRQV aQd caXVeV? OYeU
Whe laVW feZ \eaUV WheUe haYe beeQ YRlXPeV aQd eYeQ eQWiUe VeUieV
dedicaWed WR eYeU\da\ life iQ VXch aQd VXch a VRcieW\, aW VXch aQd
VXch aQ eSRch. SRPeWiPeV WheVe aUe Whe ZRUk Rf VeUiRXV hiVWRUiaQV.



BXW dR \RX hRQeVWl\ belieYe WhaW Whe\ dR QRW b\SaVV hiVWRU\, WhaW
Whe\ aUe QRW PeUel\ PaUgiQal RU aQecdRWal? E[ceSW ZheQ Whe\ deal
ZiWh aUchaic VRcieWieV, aQd aUe ZUiWWeQ b\ eWhQRgUaSheUV, Whe\ add
QRWhiQg WR ZhaW Ze alUead\ kQRZ¬«·

Repl\

¶AgUeed RQ RQe PajRU SRiQW: hiVWRU\ iV a fXQdaPeQWal VcieQce. The
hXPaQ beiQg iV hiVWRUical aQd iWV hiVWRUiciW\ iV iQheUeQW WR iW: iW
SURdXceV aQd iV SURdXced, iW cUeaWeV iWV ZRUld aQd cUeaWeV iWVelf.
HaYiQg Vaid WhaW, leW XV QRW ViPSlif\ Whe SURceVV Rf hiVWRUical
becRPiQg, aQd leW XV aYRid hiVWRUiciVP. EYeU\WhiQg iV hiVWRUical,
agUeed, bXW QRW eTXall\ VR. HiVWRU\ aV a VcieQce dReV QRW e[haXVW Whe
hXPaQ. IW QeiWheU eliPiQaWeV QRU abVRUbV SRliWical ecRQRP\,
VRciRlRg\ RU SV\chRlRg\. RePePbeU ZhaW Ze VRPeWiPeV UefeU WR aV
hiVWRUical dUifW, iQ RWheU ZRUdV Whe gaS beWZeeQ iQWeQWiRQV, acWiRQV
aQd UeVXlWV. TheUe caQ be QR hiVWRU\ ZiWhRXW a cUiWiTXe Rf hiVWRU\
iWVelf. AbRYe all UePePbeU Whe iVVXe Rf XQeYeQ deYelRSPeQW. IQ Whe
liQkV beWZeeQ PaQkiQd (hXPaQ gURXSV) aQd QaWXUe, iV WhaW QRW a
VigQiɹcaQW facWRU? AQd WheUe iV QRW RQl\ hiVWRU\, bXW cXlWXUe WRR, aQd
ciYili]aWiRQ¬ «¬ The PRUe Ze diVWaQce RXUVelYeV fURP RXU
´PURPeWheaQµ VRcieW\, aQd Whe PRUe Ze lRRk back WRZaUdV aUchaic
VRcieWieV, Whe leVV Whe eYeU\da\ life Ze aUe able WR UecRQVWUXcW iV
diVWiQgXiVhable fURP cXlWXUe aQd hiVWRUiciW\ (iQ VR faU aV WheUe ZaV
hiVWRU\ aQd hiVWRUiciW\ iQ VXch VRcieWieV). IQ aUchaic gURXSV,
diʃeUeQce VeePV WR diVaSSeaU. CRXld WheiU eYeU\da\ be deɹQed aV
Whe VecXlaU aV RSSRVed WR Whe VacUed? BXW Whe fRUPeU haXQWed Whe
laWWeU, ViQce eYeQ Whe hXPbleVW fXQcWiRQal RbjecW ZaV QRW jXVW a
SURdXcW, aQd eYeQ leVV a WhiQg, bXW a ZRUk Rf cXlWXUe aQd aUW.
WheWheU iW ZaV SeUfecW RU RQl\ half-ɹQiVhed, iW ZaV Whe beaUeU Rf
PXlWiSle V\PbRlV aQd PeaQiQgV! LeW XV QRW ideali]e WhiV SaVW. LeW XV
QRW laSVe iQWR eWhQRgUaShical URPaQWiciVP. FRU XV, heUe, Whe
TXeVWiRQ iV Whe PRdeUQ eYeU\da\. We RbVeUYe WhaW hiVWRU\ haV had
Whe fRllRZiQg UeVXlW: Whe VeSaUaWiRQ fURP ZhaW iV hiVWRUical SeU Ve Rf
WhaW RWheU aVSecW Rf hiVWRU\ aQd Rf Whe hXPaQ Zhich Ze call Whe



eYeU\da\. TRda\, iQ RXU VRcieW\, eYeU\da\ life aQd cXlWXUe, eYeU\da\
life aQd hiVWRUical eYeQW, aUe diVVRciaWed (bXW ZiWhRXW lRViQg WheiU
VRlidaUiW\ cRPSleWel\). MaU[ ZaV Whe ɹUVW WR SeUceiYe WhiV
chaUacWeUiVWic Rf Whe SeUiRd. Read Whe CriWiqXe of Hegel·s Philosoph\ of
Whe SWaWe agaiQ, ZheUe MaU[ SRiQWV RXW Whe PRdeUQ UifW beWZeeQ
SUiYaWe aQd SXblic life Zhich did QRW e[iVW iQ aQWiTXiW\ RU iQ Whe
Middle AgeV.

The abVWUacWiRQ Rf Whe sWaWe as sXch ZaV QRW bRUQ XQWil Whe PRdeUQ ZRUld becaXVe Whe
abVWUacWiRQ Rf SUiYaWe life ZaV QRW cUeaWed XQWil PRdeUQ WiPeV¬«¬The abVWUacW UeɻecWed
aQWiWheViV Rf WhiV iV WR be fRXQd RQl\ iQ Whe PRdeUQ ZRUld. The Middle AgeV ZeUe aQ age
Rf real dXaliVP; Whe PRdeUQ ZRUld iV Whe age Rf absWracW dXaliVP.13

We cRXld VWXd\ liWeUaU\ hiVWRU\, aQd iQ SaUWicXlaU Whe hiVWRU\ Rf Whe
QRYel, iQ WhiV lighW. We ZRXld Vee hRZ Whe QaUUaWiYe Rf Whe QRYel
diVWaQceV iWVelf fURP Whe eSic aQd Whe WUagic, jXVW aV Whe eYeU\da\ iW
deVcUibeV becRPeV diVWaQW fURP hiVWRUical acWiRQ aQd cXlWXUal
WRWaliW\. IQ facW iW iV WUXe WhaW aW ceUWaiQ PRPeQWV iQVWiWXWiRQV,
cXlWXUe, ideRlRgieV aQd Whe PRVW iPSRUWaQW UeVXlWV Rf hiVWRU\ aUe
fRUcefXll\ bURXghW iQWR Whe eYeU\da\ life RYeU Zhich Whe\ fRUPeUl\
WRZeUed; WheUe Whe\ ɹQd WhePVelYeV accXVed, jXdged aQd
cRQdePQed: gURXSed WRgeWheU, SeRSle declaUe WhaW WheVe iQVWiWXWiRQV,
WheVe ideaV, WheVe fRUPV Rf VWaWe aQd cXlWXUe, WheVe ´UeSUeVeQWaWiRQVµ
aUe QR lRQgeU acceSWable aQd QR lRQgeU UeSUeVeQW WheP. TheQ, XQiWed
iQ gURXSV, iQ claVVeV, iQ SeRSleV, PeQ aUe QR lRQgeU SUeSaUed WR liYe
aV befRUe, aQd aUe QR lRQgeU able WR dR VR. The\ UejecW ZhaWeYeU
´UeSUeVeQWedµ, PaiQWaiQed aQd chaiQed WheP WR WheiU SUeYiRXV
eYeU\da\ life. TheVe aUe Whe gUeaW PRPeQWV Rf hiVWRU\: Whe VWiUUiQgV
Rf UeYRlXWiRQ. AW WhiV SRiQW, Whe eYeU\da\ aQd Whe hiVWRUical cRPe
WRgeWheU aQd eYeQ cRiQcide, bXW iQ Whe acWiYe aQd YiRleQWl\ QegaWiYe
cUiWiTXe Zhich hiVWRU\ PakeV Rf Whe eYeU\da\. AfWeU Zhich, Whe ZaYe
VXbVideV aQd VSUeadV RXW iQ a backZaUd VXUge. WhaW RWheU PRPeQWV
aUe WheUe ZheQ Whe diVWaQce beWZeeQ ZhaW hiVWRU\ PakeV SRVVible
aQd ZhaW iW haV achieYed becRPeV VR gUeaW, like Whe diVWaQce
beWZeeQ ZhaW PeQ haYe ZaQWed, ZhaW haV UeVXlWed, aQd ZhaW Whe\
haYe liYed? HiVWRU\ iV QeceVVaU\, bXW b\ iWVelf iW iV iQadeTXaWe.



AccRUdiQg WR MaU[, WhiV hiVWRUiciW\ iV QRWhiQg PRUe WhaQ a VXPPaU\
Rf Whe SUehiVWRU\ Rf PaQkiQd, aQd iQdeed Whe PeQ iW WUieV WR deɹQe
becRPe aZaUe Rf alWeUQaWiYe fRUPV Rf kQRZledge aQd cUiWiTXe.

TR VXP XS, Whe hiVWRUiaQ ZiVheV WR challeQge Whe cUiWiTXe Rf
eYeU\da\ life iQ Whe QaPe Rf VcieQce: bXW cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life
Zill iQ WXUQ challeQge aQd accXVe hiVWRU\ iQ VR faU aV iW iV a PeUe
VeUieV Rf faiWV accRPSliV, iQ VR faU aV iW iV hiVWRU\ Zhich haV UedXced
Whe eYeU\da\ WR Whe VWaWe iQ Zhich Ze ɹQd iW!·

ObjecWions from philosophers

¶Be caUefXl! TheUe aUe SaUWicXlaU VcieQceV aQd WheUe iV ShilRVRSh\.
Each VRcial VcieQce haV iWV RZQ dRPaiQ, iWV YRcabXlaU\, iWV VSeciɹc
cRQceSWV aQd RSeUaWiRQal WechQiTXeV. AV fRU ShilRVRSh\, iW haV iWV
RZQ cRQceSWV, WeUPiQRlRg\ aQd iQWeQWiRQV. IW VeekV eiWheU WR aWWaiQ
beiQg, RU WR WRWali]e kQRZledge, RU WR bUiQg VRPeWhiQg RU RWheU
Zhich haV hiWheUWR elXded iW iQWR laQgXage, iQ RWheU ZRUdV iQWR
cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd kQRZledge, RU ɹQall\, WR cRQVWUXcW a WRWal aQd
WRWall\ cRheUeQW diVcRXUVe. DReV \RXU cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life fall
ZiWhiQ aQ\ SaUWicXlaU VRcial VcieQce? IW ZRXld VeeP QRW, eYeQ WhRXgh
QRZ aQd WheQ RQe gliPSVeV a WaVWe fRU VRciRlRg\, aQd eYeQ XQilaWeUal
VRciRlRgiVP. DReV iW cRPe XQdeU ShilRVSh\? NR, \RX haYe Vaid VR
\RXUVelf. RaWheU iW ZRXld claiP WR VXSeUVede ShilRVRSh\ b\
diVPaQWliQg iW aQd ɹlchiQg VRPe Rf iWV caWegRUieV. IQ a ZRUd, if Ze
adPiW aQd acceSW WhaW WheVe diVciSliQeV cRUUeVSRQd WR SUeciVe
WheRUeWical SURcedXUeV aQd WR a ceUWaiQ geQeUal VWUXcWXUe Rf hXPaQ
kQRZledge aQd cRQVciRXVQeVV, WheQ iW dReV QRW ɹW iQWR aQ\ RQe Rf
WheP. MRUeRYeU, ZhaW \RX call eYeU\da\ life iV ViPSl\ ZhaW haV
beeQ liYed, aQd iQaXWheQWicall\ liYed: HeideggeU·V ´RQWicµ, e[WeUQal
WR Whe RQWRlRgical; WhiV iV SUeciVel\ ZhaW Whe ShilRVRSheU PXVW aYRid
if he iV WR XQYeil Whe aXWheQWic aQd WR UeYeal Whe WUXWh Rf beiQg.
IQVWead Rf lifWiQg WheP, \RX aUe gRiQg WR Pake WheVe YeilV PRUe
RSaTXe, aQd ZiWhRXW cRQWUibXWiQg WR Whe accXPXlaWiRQ Rf SRViWiYe
leaUQiQg aQd kQRZledge Rf Whe Ueal.·



Repl\

¶The geQeUal TXeVWiRQ Rf ShilRVRSh\ haV beeQ debaWed WiPe aQd WiPe
agaiQ, aQd aW WhiV SRiQW Ze Zill UeWXUQ WR iW RQl\ bUieɻ\. BecaXVe Rf
iWV failXUe WR VXSeUVede iWVelf b\ fXlɹlliQg iWVelf ² RU b\ fXlɹlliQg Whe
aiPV aQd aVSiUaWiRQV Rf ShilRVRSheUV b\ VXSeUVediQg abVWUacW
ShilRVRShical WhRXghW ² ShilRVRSh\ ɹQdV iWVelf iQ a diɽcXlW
ViWXaWiRQ. IW gReV RQ VeeVaZiQg beWZeeQ V\VWeP aQd e[SeUiPeQW,
beWZeeQ VWaWe ideRlRg\ aQd aQaUchi]iQg cUiWiTXe. TRda\, if Ze PXVW
SURYiViRQall\ UedeɹQe iW, RXU deɹQiWiRQ ZRXld diʃeU fURP \RXUV: iW iV
aQ aWWePSW WR bUiQg Whe gUeaWeVW SRVVible TXaQWiW\ Rf SUeVeQW-da\
hXPaQ e[SeUieQce, Whe e[SeUieQce Rf RXU VR-called ´PRdeUQµ eUa,
alRQg ZiWh Whe SUacWical e[SeUieQce Rf lRYe, SRliWical acWiRQ RU
kQRZledge, iQWR a VeW Rf UeɻecWiRQV aQd cRQceSWV. ThiV Zill bUiQg XV
RXW Rf V\VWePaWic WUadiWiRQ aQd Whe geQeUall\ acceSWed WaXWRlRg\
Zhich WXUQV ShilRVRShical diVcRXUVe iQWR a ShilRVRSh\ Rf diVcRXUVe.
IQ WhiV eʃRUW WR e[SeUieQce a WRWaliW\ (aQd Whe liPiWV Rf diVcRXUVe
iWVelf) ShilRVRSh\ iQclXdeV a cUiWiTXe Rf ShilRVRSh\, aQd WhiV
iQYRlYeV cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life RQ PRUe WhaQ RQe accRXQW. TR
begiQ ZiWh, iW iV a PRde Rf Whe ´liYedµ Zhich Ze haYe QR UighW WR
RYeUlRRk RU WR SaUeQWheVi]e iQ Whe QaPe Rf higheU RU VXSSRVedl\
higheU e[SeUieQceV. OQ Whe RWheU haQd, afWeU Whe gUeaW hRSeV
fRVWeUed b\ UeYRlXWiRQ, iV QRW Whe ViWXaWiRQ Rf Whe eYeU\da\ a VSeciɹc
e[SeUieQce, eYeQ a SRliWical RQe? WhaW did MaU[ PeaQ ZheQ he
PaiQWaiQed WhaW iW ZRXld VRRQ be WiPe WR VWRS iQWeUSUeWiQg Whe ZRUld
aQd WR begiQ WUaQVfRUPiQg iW? Did he PeaQ ViPSl\ Whe RXWVide
ZRUld? HeUe aQd QRZ, Ze Va\ QR. FRU MaU[, WR WUaQVfRUP Whe ZRUld
ZaV alVR aQd abRYe all WR WUaQVfRUP Whe hXPaQ ZRUld: eYeU\da\ life.
WheQ Whe\ iQWeUSUeWed Whe ZRUld, ShilRVRShieV bURXghW SlaQV fRU iWV
WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ. WeUe Ze WR fXlɹl ShilRVRSh\, ZeUe Ze WR chaQge Whe
SURceVV Rf Whe ShilRVRShical becRPiQg Rf Whe ZRUld iQWR Whe SURceVV
Rf Whe ZRUld-becRPiQg Rf ShilRVRSh\, ZRXld WhaW QRW be WR
PeWaPRUShRVe eYeU\da\ life? We Zill WheUefRUe gR VR faU aV WR aUgXe
WhaW cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life ² Uadical cUiWiTXe aiPed aW aWWaiQiQg
Whe Uadical PeWaPRUShRViV Rf eYeU\da\ life ² iV alRQe iQ WakiQg XS
Whe aXWheQWic MaU[iVW SURjecW agaiQ aQd iQ cRQWiQXiQg iW: WR



VXSeUVede ShilRVRSh\ aQd WR fXlɹl iW. AV faU aV Whe SURbleP \RX SRVe
iV cRQceUQed, QaPel\ WhaW Rf ´UeleYaQceµ iQ UelaWiRQ WR a VSeciɹc
fUagPeQWed VcieQce, Ze Zill UeWXUQ WR iW VhRUWl\, aQd PRUe WhaQ
RQce. YRX fRUPXlaWe Whe SURbleP iQ a YeU\ QaUURZ Za\, WhXV YeWRiQg
aQ\WhiQg Zhich failV WR ɹW iQWR \RXU Velf-iPSRVed fUaPeZRUk. IQ aQ\
eYeQW WhaW iV PeUel\ a VecRQdaU\ SURbleP. IW iV WUXe WhaW cUiWiTXe Rf
eYeU\da\ life UaiVeV Whe TXeVWiRQ Rf aXWheQWiciW\, bXW iW dReV VR iQ iWV
RZQ SaUWicXlaU Za\. EYeU\da\ life SeU Ve iV QeiWheU Whe aXWheQWic QRU
Whe iQaXWheQWic. IQVWead iW cRXld be VeeQ WR deɹQe Whe PilieX aQd Whe
PRPeQW iQ WiPe ZheUe Whe\ cRPe iQWR cRQɻicW, ZheUe aXWheQWiciW\
jXVWiɹeV iWVelf aQd PXVW VhRZ iWV cUedeQWialV. TR Wake VRPe e[aPSleV
fURP eYeU\da\ life, QeiWheU lRYe QRU Whe UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ SaUeQWV
aQd childUeQ, Va\, aUe VWaPSed iQ adYaQce ZiWh iQaXWheQWiciW\.
DReVQ·W all lRYe ZaQW WR ePbRd\ iWVelf iQ Whe eYeU\da\? IVQ·W WhaW iWV
ZiVh? If \RX jXdge RWheUZiVe, iW iV becaXVe \RX aUe deɹQiQg Whe
aXWheQWic aV e[ceSWiRQal aQd iQ Whe eQd aV VRliWXde, failXUe aQd
deaWh. IW iV WR cRXQWeU WhiV e[ceVViYe aQd VSecXlaWiYe h\SRWheViV WhaW
cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life laXQcheV iWV challeQge: ´EiWheU PaQ Zill be
iQ Whe eYeU\da\ RU he Zill QRW be aW all. He Zill liYe hiV eYeU\da\ life
b\ VXSeUVediQg Whe eYeU\da\ life he liYeV WRda\, RU elVe he Zill QR
lRQgeU be. AV lRQg aV eYeU\da\ life haV QRW Uadicall\ chaQged, Whe
ZRUld Zill be Whe VaPe aV eYeU. IW iV XS WR Uadical cUiWiTXe WR bUiQg
WhRVe chaQgeV WR Whe ZRUld!«µ

AV fRU Whe ´liYedµ aQd LebensZelW, Whe eQWU\ Rf VXch WeUPV iQWR
ShilRVRShical WhRXghW PaUkV a daWe RU UaWheU a WXUQiQg SRiQW.
HeQcefRUWh, ShilRVRSh\ PXVW chRRVe. IW caQ VWa\ ZiWhiQ iWV habiWXal
cRQWe[W aQd SUeVeUYe iWV WUadiWiRQal caWegRUieV, i.e., SXUe UeVeaUch
iQWR beiQg b\ PeaQV Rf PediWaWiRQ: RQWRlRg\. IQ WhiV caVe iW laSVeV
iQWR dRgPaWiVP, iQWR Whe SXUe aQd iPSRWeQW deVcUiSWiRQ Rf ZhaW
e[iVWV, RU iQWR iUUaWiRQaliVP. CRQYeUVel\ iW caQ PeWaPRUShRVe iQWR a
cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life Zhich XVeV Whe Rld ideaV, abRYe all Whe idea
Rf alieQaWiRQ, bXW iQ a QeZ Za\ (Zhich iV diɽcXlW aQd SURblePaWic,
aQd aV \eW WR be deWeUPiQed). The RSWiRQ iV QRW aSSaUeQW
eYeU\ZheUe, aQd iV QRW alZa\V cleaU. The SaWhV cURVV. AlWhRXgh Whe
idea Rf iQaXWheQWiciW\ iV cRQfXVed, iW iV a cUiWical idea Zhich Ze caQ



XVe ZheQ Ze Qeed WR, PRdif\iQg iW aQd giYiQg iW SUacWical PeaQiQg
aQd cRQWeQW.

WheQ ShilRVRSh\ WUieV WR XVe Whe WeUP Whe ´liYedµ iQ a Za\ Zhich
eQcRPSaVVeV a deWeUPiQable e[SeUieQce iW iPPediaWel\ geWV clRVeU WR
becRPiQg cUiWical aQal\ViV Rf eYeU\da\ life. WheUe dReV Whe
iQWeUVXbjecWiYiW\ MaXUice MeUleaX-PRQW\ WalkV abRXW iQ hiV laWeVW
bRRk14 e[SUeVV iWVelf, aQd ZheUe caQ iW be gUaVSed? The UeSl\ leaYeV
QR gURXQdV fRU dRXbW, iQ RXU PiQd aW leaVW. All WhaW UePaiQV iV WR add
Whe QegaWiYe diPeQViRQ, WhaW Rf Uadical cUiWiTXe.

PeUhaSV Ze Zill daUe WR gR eYeQ faUWheU aQd WR Va\:

The WiPe haV cRPe WR VXPPRQ XS WhaW elXViYe aQd SUegQaQW UealiW\, Whe eYeU\da\, aQd WR
bUiQg iW fRUWh iQWR laQgXage. The cRQWeQW Rf VR PXch diVcRXUVe haV beeQ baVed XSRQ Whe
eYeU\da\, bXW ZiWhRXW beiQg e[SliciW RU RYeUW. LeW XV bUiQg iW RSeQl\ aQd cRheUeQWl\ iQWR
laQgXage aQd diVcRXUVe, Zhile QRW fRUgeWWiQg WhaW laQgXage aQd diVcRXUVe haYe WheiU
liPiWV. IV WhaW QRW a VSeciɹcall\ ShilRVRShical SURcedXUe, RU ZhaW, accRUdiQg WR \RX
\RXUVelf, XVed WR be aQ eVVeQWial SURcedXUe Rf ShilRVRSh\? ThiV iV hRZ FUeXd SURceeded
ZiWh Ve[XaliW\, MaU[ ZiWh SUa[iV, labRXU aQd SURdXcWiRQ UelaWiRQV, Hegel ZiWh dialecWical
PRYePeQWV, AUiVWRWle ZiWh laQgXage, lRgRV aQd lRgic, aQd RWheUV ZiWh SRliWical life, Whe
VWaWe, hiVWRU\, eWc. WiWh aQ acWiRQ VXch aV WhiV aV VWaUWiQg SRiQW, RWheU cUeaWiRQV Zhich
VXSeUVede iW Zill becRPe SRVVible¬«¬WRXld WhiV be WRR aPbiWiRXV?

ObjecWions from Whe fragmenWed sciences

¶The VRcial VcieQceV ² ecRQRPicV, hiVWRU\, VRciRlRg\, SV\chRlRg\ ²
aUe aW aQ ePSiUical aQd SRViWiYe VWage, WhaW Rf VSeciali]aWiRQ. The\
haYe lefW ePSiUical aQd ShilRVRShical geQeUaliWieV behiQd RQce aQd
fRU all. The VchRlaU PXVW deɹQe aV QaUURZ a ɹeld aV SRVVible. TheQ
he PXVW e[SlRUe iW, geW clRVe WR iW, aQd aV VRRQ aV he caQ TXaQWif\ iW,
he PXVW WUeaW iW iQ a SUeciVe Za\. ThXV VXch a VchRlaU Zill QR lRQgeU
acceSW Whe cRQceSW Rf ´eYeU\da\ lifeµ aQ\ PRUe WhaQ he Zill aQ\
RWheU geQeUal, WRWali]ed cRQceSW. ThiV iV all Whe PRUe UeaVRQ fRU hiP
WR UejecW a ´cUiWiTXeµ Zhich caQQRW diVWiQgXiVh Whe YalXe Rf SRViWiYe
facWV, ViQce b\ eVVeQce iW deQieV facWV iQ Whe QaPe Rf a YalXe. The
VchRlaU ZaQWV WR be SXUel\ ePSiUical aQd SXUel\ SRViWiYe.·



Repl\

¶SSecialiVWV haYe eYeU\ UighW, e[ceSW Whe UighW WR cRQdePQ cUiWical
WhRXghW WR VileQce iQ Whe QaPe Rf a cRQceSWiRQ Rf Whe Ueal Zhich
Whe\ UaUel\ e[SlaiQ aQd Zhich iV QRW UeleYaQW WR aQ\WhiQg. The
´SRViWiYiW\µ Rf WhiV UealQeVV deUiYeV fURP cUiWical WhRXghW, Zhich
begiQV b\ eVWabliVhiQg WhaW Whe QegaWiYe aQd Whe SRVVible aUe jXVW aV
´Uealµ aV Whe SRViWiYe Ueal. The cRQceSWiRQ Rf a UealiW\ Zhich ZRXld
be Whe SeUVRQal SURSeUW\ Rf Whe VSecialiVW dealiQg ZiWh iW SURdXceV a
cXUiRXV aWWiWXde: a SaWeUQaliVP, QRW WR Va\ aQ iPSeUialiVP. NRWhiQg
giYeV WheVe VSecialiVWV Whe UighW WR RbVeUYe eYeU\da\ life fURP alRfW
aQd fURP afaU ViPSl\ becaXVe Whe\ dR QRW deeP iW ZRUWh\ Rf beiQg a
VSecialiVP. IQ aQ\ caVe, iW ZRXld be eaV\ WR dePRQVWUaWe WhaW WheiU
VSecialiVPV RfWeQ RYeUlaS iQWR eYeU\da\ life: Whe\ cXW iQWR iW
WechQicall\. TRR PaQ\ VSecialiVWV UegaUd WheiU ´ɹeldµ aV SUiYaWe
SURSeUW\. AV faU aV WheiU ´UealQeVVµ iV cRQceUQed, Whe\ haYe a cXUiRXV
Za\ Rf dealiQg ZiWh iW, Zhich cRQViVWV iQ WhickeQiQg iW, giYiQg iW
cRQViVWeQc\, PakiQg iW VR VWiʃ iW VWaQdV XS b\ iWVelf. AV hRXVeZiYeV
Va\ ZheQ Whe\ ZhiS cUeaP RU Pake Pa\RQQaiVe: Whe\ WhickeQ iW.
OQce iW haV ´WhickeQedµ, WhiV UealQeVV iV QR lRQgeU a VPall ɹeld; iW iV
a dRPaiQ, a UegiRQ, aQd if iW haV beeQ ZhiSSed XS b\ aQ e[SeUW haQd
iW eYeQ becRPeV a liWWle ´ZRUldµ. Ne[W, RQce hiV UighW Rf RZQeUVhiS
haV beeQ eVWabliVhed aQd he hRldV Whe deedV iQ hiV haQd, Whe
VSecialiVW caQ Uela[ cRPSleWel\, eQjR\iQg hiV ɹeld aQd WhiQkiQg abRXW
ZhR he Zill beTXeaWh iW WR. He caQ alVR WhiQk abRXW e[WeQdiQg iW b\
aSSURSUiaWiQg PRUe laQd. He becRPeV a WRXch iPSeUialiVWic. OQce
Whe VSecialiVW becRPeV aQ XQZiWWiQg WechQRcUaW, WhiV iV hRZ hiV
alieQaWiQg aQd alieQaWed, Ueif\iQg aQd Ueiɹed aWWiWXde fXQcWiRQV.
HRZeYeU, Whe beVW SRVVible UeSl\ ZRXld be WR iQWegUaWe a
´cRQceSWXal deYelRSPeQWµ ZiWh a cRheUeQW VeW Rf ePSiUical UeVeaUch
SURgUaPPeV. We WhiQk WhaW VWXd\ (cUiWiTXe) Rf eYeU\da\ life leQdV
iWVelf SaUWicXlaUl\ WR VXch a cRQfURQWaWiRQ beWZeeQ facWV aQd
cRQceSWV. IW gReV ZiWhRXW Va\iQg WhaW cRQceSWV Zhich RUigiQaWed iQ
ShilRVRSh\ bXW Zhich aUe QR lRQgeU SaUW Rf aQ\ ShilRVRShical V\VWeP
(alieQaWiRQ, WRWaliW\, c\cle, UeSeWiWiRQ, Whe SURceVV Rf dialecWical
becRPiQg, eWc.) PXVW be WeVWed b\ facWV. If Whe\ VXUYiYe WhiV WeVW, Whe\



Zill Wake WheiU Slace aPRQg WhRVe cRQceSWV Zhich allRZ XV WR
dRPiQaWe Whe SleWhRUa Rf facWV aQd WR gR be\RQd Whe VcRSe Rf
fUagPeQWed UeVeaUch; iQ RWheU ZRUdV, Whe\ Zill becRPe VcieQWiɹc
cRQceSWV. AV Ze kQRZ, aQ RUieQWaWiRQ Rf WhiV kiQd iV QRW ZiWhRXW iWV
diɽcXlWieV. HRZ aUe Ze WR dePRliVh aQ ediɹce aV VWXUd\ aV
ShilRVRSh\? If a cRQVWUXcWiRQ iV cRheUeQW, hRZ aUe Ze WR e[WUacW
VeSaUaWe cRQceSWV fURP iW? AQd WheQ, hRZ aUe Ze WR cRQfURQW WheVe
cRQceSWV ZiWh facWV iQ RUdeU WR Pake WheP cRQcUeWe? AccRUdiQg WR
ZhaW cUiWeUia aUe Ze WR aVceUWaiQ WhaW Whe\ haYe becRPe
e[SeUiPeQWal aQd WhaW Whe\ haYe gUadXaWed fURP VSecXlaWiYe
ShilRVRSh\ WR VcieQWiɹc kQRZledge?

TheVe diɽcXlWieV aUe aW Whe heaUW Rf RXU UeVeaUch. The\ aUe iWV
VSeciɹc SURblePV. IQ aQ\ eYeQW, cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life (iQ VR faU aV
iW iV kQRZledge aV Zell aV cUiWiTXe) cRQViVWV Rf a WZRfRld UejecWiRQ Rf
fUagPeQWed VSeciali]aWiRQ aQd Rf Whe eleYaWiRQ Rf aQ\ VSeciɹc
VcieQce iQWR Whe VXP WRWal Rf Whe RWheU fUagPeQWed VcieQceV (aQd iV
WhXV a UejecWiRQ Rf VRciRlRgiVP, hiVWRUiciVP aQd SV\chRlRgiVP).
TheUe iV a SUeciVe SRiQW RQ Zhich Ze caQ UeaVVXUe Whe VSecialiVWV.
CUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life iV QRW iQWeQded WR be a QeZ VSecialiVP, RU a
SaUWicXlaU bUaQch Rf VRciRlRg\. WhaW iW iV XQdeUWakiQg iV a WRWal
cUiWiTXe Rf WRWaliW\. The PRVW VSeciali]ed aQd PRVW WechQical UeVeaUch
SURgUaPPeV aUe legiWiPaWe RQl\ if Whe\ VaWiVf\ Whe fRllRZiQg
cRQdiWiRQV: WhaW Whe\ dR QRW chaQge iQWR a WechQRcUaWic dicWaWRUVhiS
ZiWhiQ Whe VRcial VcieQceV (aQd elVeZheUe) aQd WhaW Whe VSecialiVWV
adPiW Whe ´SRViWiYiW\µ Rf VeYeUal QegaWiYe aQd cUiWical cRQceSWV
Zhich dR QRW iQWURdXce YalXe jXdgePeQWV e[WeUQal WR Whe facWV bXW
Zhich aUe cleaUl\ QeceVVaU\ fRU WhRVe facWV WR be XQdeUVWRRd.

We ɹQd WhaW RQce Whe VSecialiVW haV ´VeWµ Whe Ueal WR a cRPSacW
cRQViVWeQc\, giYiQg Whe illXViRQ Rf cRQcUeWe SeUfecWiRQ, iW iV RfWeQ
PRUe aSSaUeQW WhaQ Ueal. The ZRUld Rf aSSeaUaQceV leQdV iWVelf WR
VXch WUeaWPeQW. The dialecWic Rf ZhaW iV Ueal aQd ZhaW iV aSSaUeQW iV
Zell kQRZQ. TheUe iV QR SXUe aSSeaUaQce, QR SheQRPeQRQ Zhich
cRXld RQl\ be a SheQRPeQRQ ZiWhRXW VRPeWhiQg behiQd iW. The
´Uealµ diVSla\V iWVelf b\ PeaQV Rf SheQRPeQa, WhXV b\ PeaQV Rf
aSSeaUaQceV: ZhaW iV eVVeQWial iV Pade PaQifeVW. ThXV eYeU\
aSSeaUaQce aQd eYeU\ SheQRPeQRQ cRQWaiQV a ceUWaiQ UealiW\. The\



UeYeal aQd Whe\ cRQceal WhiV UealiW\. TR Ueach Whe eVVeQWial,
kQRZledge PXVW bRWh gUaVS iW aQd SXVh iW WR RQe Vide. LeW XV add
heUe aQd QRZ WhaW WheVe cRQceSWV Rf dialecWical lRgic aQd
PeWhRdRlRg\ PXVW be Pade UelaWiYe. ASSeaUaQce fURP RQe SRiQW Rf
YieZ iV UealiW\ fURP aQRWheU SRiQW Rf YieZ. ThXV, fRU Whe VRciRlRgiVW,
XS WR a ceUWaiQ SRiQW, Whe SV\chRlRgical iV aSSeaUaQce, aQd Yice
YeUVa.

IQ cUiWical aQal\ViV Rf eYeU\da\ life, WRda\·V ´cRQVXPeU VRcieW\µ
UeSUeVeQWV VXch a ZRUld Rf aSSeaUaQceV. IW hideV a deeSeU UealiW\: Whe
PaQXfacWXUe Rf cRQVXPeUV b\ WhRVe ZhR hRld Whe PeaQV Rf
SURdXcWiRQ aQd ZhR SURdXce fRU SURɹW. CRQVeTXeQWl\ WheiU
SeUceSWiRQ Rf ZhaW QeedV aUe iV gRYeUQed b\ Whe SURɹWV WR be gaiQed
fURP WheP. AW Whe VaPe WiPe, WhiV aSSeaUaQce cRQWaiQV aQd UeYealV a
ceUWaiQ UealiW\: Whe eliPiQaWiRQ Rf WUadiWiRQal ´lifeVW\leVµ, Whe
leYelliQg Rf QeedV, aQd Whe QaUURZiQg Rf Whe gaSV beWZeeQ QeedV aQd
lifeVW\leV (aQd aV Ze haYe Vaid befRUe, WhiV dReV QRW PeaQ Whe
eTXali]iQg Rf VWaQdaUdV Rf liYiQg).·

ObjecWions from cXlWXralisWs and sWrXcWXralisWs

¶HRZ UighW \RX aUe WR cUiWici]e Whe fUagPeQWed kQRZledge SURYided
b\ VSeciali]ed WechQiTXeV aQd WR ZiVh WR iQWegUaWe WheP iQWR a
cRUSXV Rf kQRZledge! BXW cRPe RQ, aW leaVW be cRheUeQW! FRllRZ
\RXU WhiQkiQg WhURXgh WR iWV lRgical cRQclXViRQ. WhaW iV a cRUSXV Rf
kQRZledge ZiWhRXW RUgaQi]aWiRQ, ZiWhRXW aQ iQQeU VWUXcWXUe,
ZiWhRXW V\VWePaWi]aWiRQ? SR, if a cRheUeQW VWUXcWXUe VXch aV WhiV iV WR
cRUUeVSRQd WR UealiW\, VXUel\ geQeUal cRQceSWV, fRUPV aQd VWUXcWXUeV
PXVW alUead\ be iQheUeQW iQ WhaW UealiW\. All kQRZledge UelaWeV WR a
WRWaliW\. The idea Rf WRWaliW\ belRQgV aW Whe ceQWUe Rf Whe Ueal aQd aW
Whe ceQWUe Rf kQRZledge. ThiV idea alRQe caQ gXaUaQWee WhaW Whe WZR
cRUUeVSRQd. MRUeRYeU, iQ WhiV da\ aQd age WhiV aQcieQW ShilRVRShical
idea iV becRPiQg PRUe SUeciVe. The ideaV Rf VWUXcWXUe, fRUP,
VigQiɹcaWiRQ, cXlWXUe aQd ZRUld-YieZ Pake iW PRUe cRQcUeWe; ZheQ
Whe\ VeSaUaWe iW fURP VSeciɹcall\ ShilRVRShical V\VWePaWi]aWiRQV,
Whe\ giYe iW Whe caSaciW\ WR e[SlRUe Whe Ueal. If WheVe ideaV aUe



SURfRXQd eQRXgh WR SeUPiW iQe[haXVWible e[SlaQaWiRQV, Whe\ aUe
e[haXVWible iQ WeUPV Rf Whe hiVWRUical, ecRQRPic aQd VRciRlRgical
hXPaQQeVV Whe\ eQcRPSaVV. FURP Whe PRPeQW iW ceaVeV WR UefeU WR a
WRWaliW\, cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life haV QR RbjecW¬«·

Repl\

¶The SUeVeQW SUeVWige Rf Whe cRQceSW Rf sWrXcWXre aUiVeV laUgel\ fURP a
geQeUal cRQfXViRQ. HRZ cRXld a cRQceSW Zhich bUiQgV RUdeU aQd
claVViɹcaWiRQ WR all WhiV chaRV QRW be ZelcRPe? HRZeYeU, WhiV
cRheUeQce VhRXld QRW RbVcXUe PRYePeQW. If Whe lRgical aSSlicaWiRQ
Rf Whe cRQceSW Rf VWUXcWXUe diVgXiVeV Whe ´deVWUXcWXUiQgVµ aQd
´UeVWUXcWXUiQgVµ Zhich aUe iQ RSeUaWiRQ ² Whe chaQgeV aQd acWiRQ Rf
Whe QegaWiYe ² WheQ WhaW WRR PXVW be VXbPiWWed WR Uadical cUiWiTXe.
OQce Whe WheRUeWiciaQV Rf a VcieQce haYe diVcRYeUed a fUXiWfXl
cRQceSW, afWeU a UelaWiYel\ e[WeQded SeUiRd Rf WiPe Whe\ RfWeQ lRVe
WheiU VcieQWiɹc ciUcXPVSecWiRQ. The\ WRR fRUgeW WhaW, iQeYiWabl\,
eYeU\ cRQceSW aQd eYeU\ WechQiTXe haV iWV liPiWV, aQd VR Whe\
SURceed like Whe ShilRVRSheUV Rf Whe SaVW did, aQd like VSecialiVWV
aQd WechQiciaQV aUe dRiQg WRda\. The\ e[WUaSRlaWe fURP a VWUicWl\
deWeUPiQed iQYeVWigaWiRQ. The\ WUaQVfRUP Whe fUXiWfXl cRQceSW iQWR
aQ abVRlXWe, aQ RQWRlRgical SUiQciSle. The\ WRR becRPe dRgPaWic.
ThXV aQ iPSlePeQW fRU kQRZledge, Zhich iV Yalid iQ ceUWaiQ
cRQdiWiRQV aQd iQ a deWeUPiQed VSheUe, iV WXUQed iQWR a feWiVh. OYeU
Whe laVW feZ \eaUV Ze haYe VeeQ hRZ Whe iPSRUWaQce Rf ceUWaiQ
RWheUZiVe Yalid cRQceSWV, VXch aV VWUXcWXUe, VigQiɹcaWiRQ aQd
WRWaliW\, haV beeQ e[aggeUaWed WR Whe SRiQW Rf feWiVhiVP. ThiV facW iV
all Whe PRUe UePaUkable iQ WhaW ceUWaiQ PiQdV Zhich haYe VWUa\ed
alRQg Whe SaWh Rf feWiVhiVP aQd dRgPaWiVP haYe iQ Whe SaVW beeQ
RfWeQ bUilliaQW aQd ZRUWh\ RSSRQeQWV Rf RWheU feWiVhiVPV aQd
dRgPaWiVPV. IQ WhiV Za\ Ze SaVV fURP Whe PeWhRdRlRgicall\
legiWiPaWe XVe Rf ´VWUXcWXUeµ WR a dRgPaWic VWUXcWXUaliVP, fURP Whe
Yalid XVe Rf ´cXlWXUeµ WR a cXlWXUaliVP. MRUe SaUWicXlaUl\, aV VRRQ aV
Whe WheRUeWiciaQ belieYeV he haV gUaVSed Whe idea Rf WoWaliW\, iW la\V



iWVelf RSeQ WR dRgPaWic PiVXVe. AW WhaW SRiQW, he Zill eiWheU iQWegUaWe
\RX iQWR hiV WRWaliW\, RU he Zill UejecW \RX.

The e[cXVe Rf WheVe WheRUeWiciaQV iV WhaW RQl\ b\ ePSlR\iQg
cRQceSWV caQ WheiU liPiWV be deWeUPiQed. HRZ caQ RQe Well iQ
adYaQce ZheWheU a ceUWaiQ XVe iV legiWiPaWe RU QRW? E[SeUieQce
VhRZV XV WhaW XVe TXickl\ becRPeV PiVXVe. IdeaV haYe bRXQdaUieV.
We PXVW dR eYeU\WhiQg iQ RXU SRZeU WR ɹQd RXW ZheUe WheVe
bRXQdaUieV lie, aQd if Ze aUe WR PaS WheP RXW Ze PXVW cURVV WheP.
E[WUaSRlaWiRQV aQd e[aggeUaWiRQV aUe iQeYiWable. All iQ all, a
dRgPaWiVP Zhich SUeVXPeV WR PaUk bRXQdaUieV, aQd WR VigQal
daQgeU ]RQeV iQ adYaQce, SUeVeQWV PRUe daQgeUV WhaQ VSecXlaWiYe
XQilaWeUaliW\. TheVe aUe likel\ WR lead WR Whe VaPe WePSWiQg
deceSWiRQ: dRgPaWiVP aQd Whe RQWRlRgical illXViRQ.

TheRUeWicall\, eYeU\ cRQceSW e[haXVWV iWVelf. ThXV e[ceVVeV,
VXSeUɻXiWieV, e[WUaSRlaWiRQ aQd feWiVhiVPV cRQWaiQ ZiWhiQ WhePVelYeV
WheiU RZQ cUiWiTXe (Zhich iV QRW WR Va\ WhaW dRgPaWiVPV aUe caSable
Rf aXWRcUiWiTXe!). IQ SUacWical WeUPV, ´VcieQWiɹc PilieX[µ aUe hXPaQ
gURXSV, aQd behaYe like PaQ\ RWheU gURXSV. The\ Zill RQl\ giYe XS
RQ aQ iQWeUeVW, a WechQiTXe RU aQ idea ZheQ iW haV becRPe
´saWXraWedµ. ThiV cRQVideUaWiRQ leadV XV SUePaWXUel\ iQWR Whe
eYeU\da\ life Rf VcieQce, iQWR Whe VRciRlRg\ Rf Whe PaQdaUiQaWe aQd
Whe VRciRlRg\ Rf bRUedRP. LeW XV SXW iW WR RQe Vide. CRQclXViRQ: Ze
PXVW UeVigQ RXUVelYeV WR VeeiQg cRQceSWV XVed XQWil Whe\ aUe
e[haXVWed, aQd cRQVeTXeQWl\ WR ZiWQeVViQg Whe VaWXUaWiRQ Rf WheVe
PilieX[. LeW XV geQeUali]e ZiWh Whe fRllRZiQg HegeliaQ aShRUiVP: Whe
PRPeQW a dRgPaWiVP WUiXPShV iV Whe PRPeQW iWV eQd iV Qigh.

HaYiQg Vaid WhaW, iW iV iPSRVVible WR VeSaUaWe ´lifeµ (QaWXUe),
eYeU\da\ life aQd cXlWXUe iQWR a kiQd Rf WheRUeWical WUiXPYiUaWe. SXch
a diVWiQcWiRQ ZRXld dXSlicaWe Whe Rld WheRU\ Rf Whe WhUee elePeQWV Rf
PaQ: Whe bRd\, Whe VRXl aQd Whe PiQd. BXW WheVe aUe PeUel\
SUeliPiQaU\ cRQVideUaWiRQV, QRW Ueall\ SeUWiQeQW WR RXU cRQceUQV aQd,
ZheQ all·V Vaid aQd dRQe, Whe\ aUe PeUel\ acadePic. LeW XV gR WR Whe
heaUW Rf Whe PaWWeU. YeV, WheUe aUe VRcial VWUXcWXUeV Zhich PaiQWaiQ
aQd cePeQW VRcieW\ ´aV iW iVµ (b\ aligQiQg iW ZiWh WhiQgV, Zhich, aV
Ze kQRZ VR Zell, aUe ZhaW Whe\ aUe) RQ diʃeUeQW leYelV Rf e[iVWeQce
aQd cRQVciRXVQeVV. The SUiQciSal fXQcWiRQ Rf WheVe VRcial VWUXcWXUeV



iV WR RbVcXUe Whe hRUi]RQV Rf eYeU\da\ life, PakiQg iW aSSeaU aV a
PeUe VeUieV Rf Ueal PRPeQWV ZiWhiQ Whe Ueal, aQd QRWhiQg PRUe.

YeV, WheUe iV a cXlWXUe Zhich Sla\V iWV SaUW iQ VWUXcWXUeV, aQd iW iV
lRcaWed alRQgVide RWheU VXSeUVWUXcWXUeV ZiWh leVV digQiɹed QaPeV.
IWV PaiQ fXQcWiRQ iV WR Pake eYeU\da\ life (aSSaUeQWl\) cRheUeQW, WR
eVWabliVh iWV cRheUeQce ZiWh iWVelf aQd ZiWh Whe VR-called VXSeUiRU
QRUPV aQd PRdelV, WR bleQd ´e[iVWeQceµ, ´Whe liYedµ, ´Whe eYeU\da\µ
WRgeWheU XQWil Whe\ aUe iQdiVWiQgXiVhable, aQd XQWil fXWXUe
SRVVibiliWieV aUe blRcked Rʃ, aQd Whe PeWaPRUShRViV Rf Whe eYeU\da\
aSSeaUV iPSRVVible.

TR Whe age-Rld SURbleP Rf ShilRVRSheUV: ´HRZ caQ ZhaW iV be?µ, WR
KaQW·V SURbleP: ´HRZ caQ Ze kQRZ ZhaW Ze kQRZ?µ, WR Whe
SURbleP Rf PRUe UeceQW WhiQkeUV: ´HRZ caQ ZhaW iV bRUQ be bRUQµ,
Ze add aQRWheU, ViPSleU bXW jXVW aV VeUiRXV: ´HRZ caQ PeQ liYe aV
Whe\ aUe liYiQg, aQd hRZ caQ Whe\ acceSW iW?µ PXW aQRWheU Za\, Zh\
dReV QRW eYeU\ RQe Rf XV iPiWaWe Whe PaQ (Whe bRXUgeRiV)
KieUkegaaUd WalkV abRXW, ZhR ZiWhRXW ZaUQiQg feelV he iV VXʃRcaWiQg
aQd begiQV VhRXWiQg: ´GiYe Pe VRPeWhiQg SRVVible! GiYe Pe
VRPeWhiQg SRVVible!µ? ThiV iV aQ iQcRQWeVWable cXlWXUal facW, aQd
dePRQVWUaWeV Whe eʃecW VWUXcWXUeV haYe.

VRlXQWaUil\ RU QRW, ZheQ VWUXcWXUe aQd cXlWXUe aUe feWiVhi]ed WheUe
iV a UiVk WhaW, alWhRXgh Whe\ aUe SURYiViRQal aQd TXeVWiRQable, Whe\
Zill be WXUQed iQWR abVRlXWeV.

OXU aYRZed aiP iV RQ Whe cRQWUaU\ WR diVVRlYe WheVe VWUXcWXUeV
aQd WR dePRQVWUaWe WheiU VWaWe Rf diVVRlXWiRQ iQ Whe YeU\ SURcedXUeV
Rf WheiU UeVWUicWiYe fXQcWiRQV. IW iV alVR WR dePRQVWUaWe Whe adYaQced
diViQWegUaWiRQ Rf a cXlWXUe Zhich iV all Whe PRUe ´QegaWiYeµ becaXVe
iW ZiVheV iWVelf aQd callV iWVelf ´SRViWiYeµ. BecaXVe iW claiPV WR cUeaWe
VRPeWhiQg Ueal, iW iV all Whe PRUe deVWUXcWiYe Rf fXWXUe SRVVibiliWieV.

HRZeYeU Zell-PeaQiQg WheiU VcieQWiɹc iQWeQWiRQV aUe, Whe
SXUYe\RUV Rf VWUXcWXUaliVP aQd cXlWXUaliVP haYe QRW WhRXghW WheiU
cRQceSWV WhURXgh, aQd WhiV iV RXU bRQe Rf cRQWeQWiRQ ZiWh WheP. We
Zill ePSlR\ WheVe Velf-VaPe cRQceSWV iQ RXU aUgXPeQWV agaiQVW WheiU
aSRlRgiVWV, aQd agaiQVW RWheUV aV Zell.

AV fRU Whe idea Rf WRWaliW\, Whe SURbleP iV eYeQ PRUe cRPSle[, aQd
Ze Zill Qeed WR cRQVideU iW YeU\ clRVel\.



The idea Rf eYeU\da\ life iV RQl\ PeaQiQgfXl ZiWhiQ a WRWaliW\, bXW
Ze PXVW SeUceiYe WhaW WRWaliW\ dialecWicall\. If WRWaliW\ (VRcieW\ aV a
ZhRle, VRcial VWUXcWXUe, cXlWXUe, eWc.) iV WR cRUUeVSRQd WR aQ\WhiQg aW
all, all iW PXVW dR iV adPiW aQd cRQWaiQ leYelV (RU if \RX like,
´degUeeVµ RU ´VWageVµ). EYeU\da\ life caQ be deɹQed aV a leYel Rf
VRcial SUacWice ZiWhiQ WRWaliW\. OU, iQ leVV XQaWWUacWiYe aQd PRUe
SReWic ZRUdV, aV a VRPeZhaW QeglecWed fUagPeQW Rf iW.

ThiV iQWURdXceV aQ addiWiRQal UeaVRQ Zh\ iW iV eVVeQWial WR
elXcidaWe Whe cRQVWaQWl\ XVed bXW aV \eW XQclaUiɹed cRQceSW Rf leYel
«·

The ¶class perspecWiYe· and iWs argXmenWs

¶The Ueal life, Whe eYeU\da\ life Rf Whe ZRUkiQg claVV haV QRWhiQg iQ
cRPPRQ ZiWh WhaW Rf Whe bRXUgeRiVie. IW iV WheUefRUe iPSRVVible WR
cRQɻaWe WheP iQ Whe VaPe cRQceSW, RU WR VWXd\ WheP XQdeU Whe VaPe
headiQg. ThaW ZRXld be aQ idealiVW diVWRUWiRQ: Whe SRiQW Rf YieZ Rf a
VRciRlRgiVW ZhR igQRUeV claVV cRQWUadicWiRQV. MRUeRYeU, if iW iV WUXe
WhaW Whe ZRUld aQd life PXVW be chaQged, Zh\ VWXd\ Whe YeU\ WhiQg
Zhich haV WR be chaQged, Zhich haV WR be WUaQVfRUPed? The
haUdVhiSV Rf SURleWaUiaQ life VhRXld RQl\ be cRQVideUed iQ RUdeU WR
SURYRke VhaPe aQd aQgeU, iQ RWheU ZRUdV fRU SURSagaQda UeaVRQV
RQl\¬«·

Repl\

¶The SaUWiVaQV Rf Whe ´claVV SeUVSecWiYeµ RfWeQ fRUgeW WhaW Whe
SURleWaUiaW aQd Whe bRXUgeRiVie Pake XS Whe VaPe VRcieW\, Zhich iV
PXch PRUe cRPSle[ WhaQ Whe UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ Rf WZR cRQɻicWiQg
fRUceV, face WR face aQd PXWXall\ e[clXViYe. EYeQ iQ Whe VWUXggleV aQd
cRQɻicWV Rf claVV aQd WheiU aQWagRQiVPV, Whe ZhRleQeVV Rf VRcieW\
dReV QRW diVaSSeaU (Zhich iV ZhaW jXVWiɹeV WeUPV VXch aV ´VRcieW\µ,
´ZRUld VRcieW\µ, ´VRcieW\ aV a ZhRleµ, eWc., Zhich RWheUZiVe ZRXld
be PeaQiQgleVV). ThiV iV a WUXiVP Zhich SWaliQ hiPVelf VRPeWiPeV
had WR SRiQW RXW WR WhRVe claVV-SeUVSecWiYe dRgPaWiVWV ZhR ZeUe



fUeTXeQWl\ gXilW\ Rf claVV VXbjecWiYiVP. TR URXQd WhiV SRiQW Rʃ, leW XV
add WhaW ´VRcieW\µ iV QRW RQl\ FUeQch VRcieW\ (RU APeUicaQ, RU
RXVViaQ, iQ RWheU ZRUdV RQe VSeciɹc QaWiRQal VRcieW\), iW iV alVR
caSiWaliVW (RU VRcialiVW) VRcieW\, PRdeUQ iQdXVWUial (RU WechQRlRgical)
VRcieW\. While acceSWiQg WhaW Whe\ deVigQaWe XQiWV RU W\SeV Zhich aUe
laUgeU WhaQ a cRXQWU\ RU a QaWiRQ, Ze haYe \eW WR deWeUPiQe Whe
e[acW PeaQiQg Rf WheVe WeUPV, aQd e[acWl\ ZhaW Whe liQkV beWZeeQ
WheP aUe.

IQ a VSeciɹc VRcieW\ (FUeQch aQd caSiWaliVW fRU e[aPSle), aW a
ceUWaiQ VWaWe Rf deYelRSPeQW Rf Whe SURdXcWiYe fRUceV, aW a ceUWaiQ
leYel Rf ciYili]aWiRQ, dR Whe needs Rf Whe ZRUkiQg claVV diʃeU
abVRlXWel\ fURP Whe QeedV Rf Whe bRXUgeRiVie? ThiV VWXd\
dePRQVWUaWeV WhaW Whe\ dR QRW. IQdeed, WheVe QeedV aUe ViPilaU, aQd
aV Ze haYe alUead\ Vaid, WhiV iV Whe UealiW\ Rf Whe RWheUZiVe
P\VWif\iQg idea Rf ´cRQVXPeU VRcieW\µ. NeedV aUe UelaWed WR Whe
SURdXcWiYe fRUceV aQd WheiU leYel Rf deYelRSPeQW. EYeQ PRUe
VigQiɹcaQW ZRXld be Whe TXeVWiRQ WhaW, if Whe SURleWaUiaW diʃeUV fURP
Whe bRXUgeRiVie fURP WhiV SeUVSecWiYe, ZRXld iW QRW be becaXVe Rf Whe
liYeliQeVV, cRPSle[iW\ aQd abXQdaQce Rf iWV QeedV aQd deViUeV?
CeUWaiQl\, Zhile WheUe iV a TXaQWiWaWiYe aQd TXaliWaWiYe diVSaUiW\ (Rf
´VWaQdaUdV Rf liYiQgµ) beWZeeQ Whe e[WeQW WR Zhich WheVe QeedV aQd
deViUeV aUe VaWiVɹed, QeedV WeQd WR eTXali]e. PUiYaWiRQ aQd
fUXVWUaWiRQ (ZiWh WheiU cRURllaU\: SURWeVW acWiYiW\) iPSl\ aQd UeYeal
Whe gURZWh Rf QeedV, if RQl\ iQ WheiU iQiWial VWageV. ThiV idea iV
iPSRUWaQW. IW cRXld be WhaW aQ eYeQWXal aQd ceUWaiQl\ possible VRcial
WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ PighW cRPe fURP Whe SUeVVXUe bURXghW b\ QeedV
PRUe WhaQ b\ abVRlXWe SRYeUW\, ZaQW aQd SaXSeUi]aWiRQ.

WheQ Whe XQUePiWWiQg SaUWiVaQV Rf Whe ´claVV SeUVSecWiYeµ
SUeVeQWed Whe caU, Whe UefUigeUaWRU, Whe ZaVhiQg PachiQe aQd Whe
WeleYiViRQ VeW aV e[aPSleV Rf VXSeUɻXRXV aQd SaUaViWic cRQVXPSWiRQ
b\ VRcial VWUaWa Zhich WhePVelYeV ZeUe SaUaViWic, Whe\ Pade VeYeUal
PiVWakeV (RbjecWiYel\ aQd VcieQWiɹcall\ VSeakiQg). The\ failed WR
XQdeUVWaQd Whe gURZWh Rf QeedV aQd Whe Za\ Whe\ haYe beeQ XVed ²
aQd diYeUWed ² iQ bRXUgeRiV VRcieW\. The\ cRQfXVed diʃeUiQg facWV:
SRliWical SURSagaQda Yia Whe WeleYiViRQ, fRU e[aPSle, aQd Whe
geQeUali]ed Qeed fRU iQfRUPaWiRQ aQd cRPPXQicaWiRQ. The\ UeSlaced



kQRZledge b\ ideRlRg\ aQd Ueal SURblePV b\ Whe illXViRQ Rf
dRgPaWic ceUWaiQW\. IQ a ZRUd, Whe\ ZeUe SeUSeWXaWiQg a UaWheU Rld-
faVhiRQed, alPRVW P\Whic iPage Rf Whe ZRUkiQg claVV: a PaVV XQiWed
b\ SRYeUW\, deVWiWXWiRQ, WRil, abVeQce Rf SleaVXUeV aQd SURfRXQd
ZaQW, iQclXdiQg Whe ZaQW Rf baVic QeedV.

IQ Whe geQeUal WheRU\ Rf QeedV, Ze Zill dePRQVWUaWe hRZ Whe
SURleWaUiaW aV VXch cRQWaiQV Whe WRWal hXPaQ SheQRPeQRQ ² Qeed,
ZRUk, SleaVXUe15 ² aQd hRZ iW UePaiQV clRVe WR Whe fXQdaPeQWal
VSRQWaQeiW\ Zhich iV UeYealed iQ WheVe WhUee diPeQViRQV. DRgPaWiVP
haV QR UighW WR UedXce Whe ZRUkiQg-claVV VRcial aQd hXPaQ beiQg WR
a ViQgle diPeQViRQ, labRXU (RQ Whe SUeWe[W Rf VaYiQg Whe ZRUkiQg
claVV fURP UefRUPiVP aQd Rf SUeVeUYiQg aQ abVWUacWl\ UeYRlXWiRQaU\
SURjecW).

IQ WhiV lighW, Whe bRXUgeRiVie SUeVeQWV a PXWilaWed UealiW\, iQ WhaW
all iW ZaQWV iV SXUe SleaVXUe. IW iV VWUickeQ b\ alieQaWiRQ, diʃeUeQW
fURP bXW PRUe SURfRXQd WhaQ Whe alieQaWiRQ Zhich PXWilaWeV gURXSV
ZiWhiQ Whe ZRUkiQg claVV. ThURXgh diVVaWiVfacWiRQV aQd SUiYaWiRQV,
Whe ZRUkiQg claVV PaiQWaiQV aQd aVVeUWV hXPaQ WRWaliW\. IQ RWheU
ZRUdV, iW beaUV ZhaW iV PRVW bXUdeQVRPe iQ Whe eYeU\da\. All iW haV
iV iWV eYeU\da\ life. AQd if iWV life iV WR be WUaQVfRUPed, WheQ eYeU\da\
life PXVW be WUaQVfRUPed, RU WR SXW iW aQRWheU Za\, VRRQeU RU laWeU
Whe ZRUkiQg claVV Zill WUaQVfRUP iWVelf aQd Zill WUaQVfRUP ´Whe
ZRUldµ b\ WUaQVfRUPiQg eYeU\da\ life. ThaW iV Whe WUXWh ZiWhiQ ´Whe
claVV SeUVSecWiYeµ, a WUXWh Zhich iV QRW aSSaUeQW iQ Whe diVcRXUVe Rf
WhRVe ZhR VXSSRUW iW¬«·

The poliWical argXmenW

¶PRliWical UeYRlXWiRQ WUaQVfRUPV Whe ZRUld. IW VWaUWV b\ WUaQVfRUPiQg
eYeU\da\ life, ViQce iW haSSeQV SUeciVel\ ZheQ Whe PePbeUV Rf a
VRcieW\ QR lRQgeU ZiVh WR gR RQ liYiQg aV Whe\ haYe liYed hiWheUWR. IW
iV WUXe WhaW WhiV iQiWial WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ iV QRW abVRlXWe: iW cRQWiQXeV
dXUiQg Whe cRQVWUXcWiRQ Rf VRcialiVP aQd Whe gUadXal WUaQViWiRQ WR
cRPPXQiVP. HiVWRUical ciUcXPVWaQceV caQ faciliWaWe WhiV WUaQViWiRQ RU
hiQdeU iW. IQ aQ\ eYeQW, afWeU Whe UeYRlXWiRQ, eYeU\da\ life iQ VRcialiVW



cRXQWUieV haV QRWhiQg iQ cRPPRQ ZiWh eYeU\da\ life iQ caSiWaliVW
cRXQWUieV, Zhich aUe cRQWURlled aQd deYelRSed b\ Whe bRXUgeRiVie. IW
WakeV RQ a diʃeUeQW PeaQiQg. PRliWical cRQVciRXVQeVV, Whe
cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf PaQ liYiQg iQ Whe fXWXUe aQd fRU Whe fXWXUe, iV
eQRXgh WR chaQge iW cRPSleWel\. AQ\ cRPSaUiVRQ ZRXld be
PeaQiQgleVV, aQd caQ QeYeU be aQ\WhiQg RWheU WhaQ abVXUd. SR WhaW
iQ iWVelf WR cRPSaUe PeaQV WR beWUa\, WR deQ\, WR UejecW ZhaW iV
eVVeQWial iQ faYRXU Rf ZhaW iV cRQWiQgeQW.

Repl\

¶IQ Whe SRliWical RU ´SaUW\µ SeUVSecWiYe iW iV QRW diɽcXlW WR deWecW Whe
e[WeQViRQ Rf Whe ´claVV SeUVSecWiYeµ SXVhed WR Whe abVRlXWe. The
MaU[iVW RɽcialV ZhR VXSSRUW iW cRQfXVe Whe ideRlRgical ZiWh Whe
liYed, aQd WhiV cRQfXViRQ PakeV XS SaUW Rf WheiU ideRlRg\. The eUURU
iV WZRfRld: WR e[aggeUaWe Whe URle Rf ideRlRg\ iV WR cRPSURPiVe iW b\
ZURQgl\ PXddliQg iW XS ZiWh Whe SUa[iV iW SURdXceV RU ´UeɻecWVµ.
TheUe iV QR lRQgeU aQ\ diVWiQcWiRQ beWZeeQ ZhaW kQRZledge,
ideRlRg\, WheRU\ aQd SUa[iV Ueall\ aUe. A ShilRVRShical blaQkeW haV
beeQ WhURZQ RYeU eYeU\WhiQg.

IW iV ceUWaiQ WhaW iQ Whe cRXQWUieV Rf Whe ´VRcialiVW caPSµ,
ideRlRgieV aQd, PRUe geQeUall\, VXSeUVWUXcWXUeV haYe chaQged iQ Whe
Zake Rf a SRliWical UeYRlXWiRQ. TheUefRUe eYeU\da\ life haV chaQged
fRU SeRSle liYiQg RQ Whe SlaQe Rf VXSeUVWUXcWXUeV: Whe SRliWical aQd
adPiQiVWUaWiYe aSSaUaWXV, Whe PiliWaQWV, Whe ideRlRgXeV, Whe PeQ Rf
SRliWicV. OQe caQ Vee WhaW aV ideRlRgXeV, VWaWeVPeQ aQd PePbeUV Rf
aQ aSSaUaWXV, Whe\ VeW WhePVelYeV XS RQ a SlaQe e[WeUiRU aQd
VXSeUiRU WR Whe eYeU\da\. SiQce MaU[, WhiV aQal\ViV haV fRUPed SaUW
Rf Whe WheRU\ Rf Whe VWaWe, Rf ideRlRgieV aQd Rf VXSeUVWUXcWXUeV.

IQ Whe VRcialiVW cRXQWUieV, SURfRXQd aQd iUUeYeUVible hiVWRUical
chaQgeV haYe WakeQ Slace iQ WeUPV Rf VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle. All Zell
aQd gRRd. PRliWicall\, Whe VWaWe haV WUaQVfRUPed iWVelf, alWhRXgh
ZiWhRXW PRYiQg WRZaUdV Whe ZiWheUiQg aZa\ cRQWePSlaWed b\ MaU[
aQd b\ LeQiQ. EcRQRPicall\, Whe SURceVV Rf accXPXlaWiRQ iV
acceleUaWiQg, abRYe all iQ heaY\ iQdXVWU\ (SURdXcWiRQ Rf Whe PeaQV



Rf SURdXcWiRQ). AV faU aV WechQical SURgUeVV iV cRQceUQed, WheVe
cRXQWUieV aUe iQ Whe lead. HRZeYeU, iQ VR faU aV Ze kQRZ aQ\WhiQg
abRXW iW, Whe e[SeUieQce Rf Whe VRcialiVW cRXQWUieV dePRQVWUaWeV WhaW
WheiU eYeU\da\ life iV chaQgiQg YeU\ VlRZl\. EYeU\da\ life Pa\ Zell
be Whe VlRZeVW WhiQg WR chaQge, aQd aV VRRQ aV iW e[SeUieQceV aQ\
diɽcXlWieV, iW Pa\ eYeQ adRSW Whe Rld fRUPV agaiQ, falliQg back iQWR
WiPe-ZRUQ UXWV. IW caQ be backZaUd, aQd YeU\ PXch VR, iQ WeUPV Rf
Whe SURceVVeV RSeUaWiQg aW Whe ecRQRPic baVe (Whe SURdXcWiYe fRUceV)
aQd aW Whe aSe[ (Whe ideRlRgical aQd SRliWical VXSeUVWUXcWXUeV).
BeWZeeQ Whe WZR, RQ Whe iQWeUPediaU\ leYel Rf VRcial UelaWiRQV, Whe
eYeU\da\ dUagV iWVelf alRQg iQ Whe Zake Rf chaQge. MRUe WhaQ WhaW: iW
UeViVWV chaQge. IQdiYidXalV aQd gURXSV, iQclXdiQg Whe ZRUkiQg claVV,
ZiWhdUaZ iQWR Whe eYeU\da\, RU aW leaVW ZheQ cRPSUeheQViYe
chaQgeV dR QRW RʃeU WheP a QeZ, acceSWable aQd deViUable lifeVW\le.
CaQ RQe blaPe WheP? The PaVVeV cRPe WRgeWheU WR Pake UeYRlXWiRQ
becaXVe Whe\ aUe QR lRQgeU ZilliQg WR liYe aV hiWheUWR. If UeYRlXWiRQ
failV WR bUiQg WheP Whe QeZ life Whe\ hRSed fRU (aQd Zhich SeUhaSV
caQ be e[SUeVVed iQ UWRSiaQ WeUPV: UeYRlXWiRQ, cRPPXQiVP), if Whe
UeYRlXWiRQ RQl\ chaQgeV UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV, WheVe PaVVeV Veek UefXge iQ
aQ eYeU\da\ Zhich iV aQ e[WeQViRQ Rf Whe SUeYiRXV RQe: SUiYaWe life,
VcaQW SXblic RU SRliWical life, faPil\ life, life baVed XSRQ Whe clRVe
UelaWiRQV Rf QeighbRXUhRRd aQd fUieQdVhiSV. CRXld QRW WheVe facWV be
UeVSRQVible fRU RQe Rf Whe iQQeU cRQWUadicWiRQV Rf Whe ZRUld VRcialiVW
aQd cRPPXQiVW PRYePeQW? OQ RQe haQd, aQ Rɽciali]ed eWhic
eQcRXUageV WhiV ZiWhdUaZal, Zhich PakeV iW SRVVible WR diVWiQgXiVh
beWZeeQ ZRUk aQd life be\RQd ZRUk, aQd WhXV WR deYRWe Whe
Pa[iPXP eQeUg\ WR SURdXcWiYe labRXU. OQ Whe RWheU haQd, iV iW QRW
VRPeWiPeV QeceVVaU\ WR VhaWWeU Whe VWabiliW\ Rf Whe eYeU\da\ aQd Whe
RbVcXUe UeViVWaQce iW SXWV XS WhURXgh Whe VWUXcWXUeV iW Ue-eVWabliVheV
aW WiPeV Rf iPSRUWaQW chaQge?

NRZ leW XV gR WR Whe heaUW Rf Whe SURbleP. Oɽcial MaU[iVP iV
iQVSiUed b\ MaU[iVW WhRXghW. IQ facW, iW dReV UeWaiQ a ceUWaiQ QXPbeU
Rf cRQceSWV aQd UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV (iQ SRliWical ecRQRP\, iQ geQeUal
SRliWicV, iQ ShilRVRSh\ aQd iQ ideRlRg\). HRZeYeU, iW haV lRVW VighW Rf
Whe iQiWial MaU[iVW ageQda. MRUeRYeU, Whe SXUSRVe Rf Whe geQeUal
ShilRVRSh\ Zhich haV Slaced iWVelf XQdeU Whe SaWURQage Rf MaU[ iV WR



cRQceal WhiV RYeUVighW RU RPiVViRQ. IWV URle iV WR eQWeUWaiQ aQd WR
diYeUW. IQ Whe QaPe Rf ShilRVRShical PaWeUialiVP (hiVWRUical aQd
dialecWical, Whe RQe hRSeleVVl\ cRQfXVed ZiWh Whe RWheU), iW PakeV QR
aWWePSW WR UeiQVWaWe Whe iQiWial MaU[iVW SURjecW, iPSURSeUl\ iQViVWiQg
iQVWead XSRQ Whe PaWeUialiW\ Rf Whe RXWVide ZRUld, RQ iWV e[WeUiRUiW\
aQd aQWeUiRUiW\ iQ UelaWiRQ WR WhRXghW aQd cRQVciRXVQeVV. The WeVW
aQd cUiWeUiRQ Rf WhiV abXVe iV Whe WheRU\ Rf Whe ZiWheUiQg aZa\ Rf Whe
VWaWe, Zhich ZaV eVVeQWial WR MaU[ aQd LeQiQ, bXW ZaV cRQcealed
dXUiQg Whe SWaliQiVW SeUiRd.

WhaW did MaU[ ZaQW? WhaW did Whe iQiWial MaU[iVW SURjecW cRQViVW
Rf? LeW XV UeiQVWaWe iW RQce agaiQ iQ all iWV aXWheQWiciW\. FiUVW aQd
fRUePRVW MaU[ ZaQWed WR chaQge eYeU\da\ life. TR chaQge Whe ZRUld
iV abRYe all WR chaQge Whe Za\ eYeU\da\, Ueal life iV liYed. IQ VR faU
aV Whe WiPeV he liYed iQ allRZed hiP WR cRQWePSlaWe VXch
h\SRWheVeV, MaU[ cRQVideUed WhaW Whe XSheaYal iQ e[WeUQal QaWXUe
aQd Whe cRQTXeVW Rf VSace aV a UeVXlW Rf WechQical deYelRSPeQW RQ a
cRlRVVal Vcale ZRXld RQl\ haSSeQ afWeU hXPaQ life had beeQ
PeWaPRUShRVed.

HRZ did he iPagiQe WhiV ZRXld be? We kQRZ WhaW he ZaV caUefXl
QRW WR cRQVWUXcW Whe fXWXUe alRQg Whe liQeV Rf UWRSiaQ VRcialiVWV VXch
aV SaiQW-SiPRQ, FRXUieU RU OZeQ (alWhRXgh WheiU WheRUieV had
iQVSiUed hiP). He ZaV PiQdfXl Rf Whe URle Rf Whe XQfRUeVeeQ aQd Whe
QeZ iQ hiVWRUical deYelRSPeQW (aQd hRZ UighW he ZaV!).
NeYeUWheleVV he VXggeVWed ceUWaiQ WeQdeQcieV Zhich PXVW be
SURlRQged RU SURPRWed if VXSeUiRU ZhRleQeVV aQd WRWaliW\ iV WR be
achieYed, if diYided PaQ iV WR be VXSeUVeded, aQd if ´Whe ZRUld
WXUQed WRSV\-WXUY\µ iV WR be VeW aUighW agaiQ.

IQ MaU[ WheUe aUe WZR SURjecWV fRU Whe WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ Rf eYeU\da\
life. The\ lie halfZa\ beWZeeQ UWRSia aQd SUacWice, bXW Whe\ bRWh
iPSl\ a WRWal UeYRlXWiRQaU\ SUa[iV.

The ɹUVW SURjecW iV Rf aQ eWhical RUdeU. IW VWiSXlaWeV WhaW Whe
UeciSURciW\ Rf Whe QeedV aQd deViUeV Rf PeQ (aV iQdiYidXalV aQd
gURXSV) be UecRgQi]ed. IW iPSlieV Whe kQRZledge aQd, eYeQ beWWeU,
Whe WUaQVSaUeQc\ Rf Whe UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ Whe WZR. IW iPSlieV Whe eQd
Rf Whe ´VRcial P\VWeU\µ, iQ RWheU ZRUdV Rf eYeU\WhiQg Zhich PakeV



Whe UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ PeQ RSaTXe aQd elXViYe, aQd Zhich cRQcealV
WheVe UelaWiRQV fURP WheiU cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd WheiU acWiRQV.

IW iV cleaU WhaW WhiV SURjecW iV aQ e[WeQViRQ Rf HegeliaQ WhRXghW, bXW
ZiWh RQe eVVeQWial PRdiɹcaWiRQ. IW iV QR lRQgeU Whe VWaWe Zhich
ePbRdieV aQd fXlɹlV Whe eWhical idea. OQ Whe cRQWUaU\ iW iV SUiYaWe,
eYeU\da\ life Zhich UaiVeV iWVelf WR Whe VXSeUiRU leYel Rf Whe eWhical; iW
iV aV WhRXgh RQe Rf Whe eʃecWV Rf Whe ZiWheUiQg aZa\ Rf Whe VWaWe iV
WhaW Whe VWaWe·V YeU\ VXbVWaQce iV aVViPilaWed b\ Whe dRPaiQ Zhich
haV beeQ keSW e[WeUiRU WR iW, VXbRUdiQaWed WR iW aQd UedXced b\ iW WR
aQ abVWUacWiRQ Zhich iV a UeYeUVe bXW V\PPeWUical iPage Rf Whe
VWaWe·V RZQ abVWUacWiRQ. MaU[ SURYed Whe VWaWe gXilW\ Rf PalSUacWice:
b\ iWV YeU\ eVVeQce iW SeUSeWXaWeV Whe VRcial P\VWeU\, VZaWhiQg
´SUiYaWeµ aQd ´SXblicµ VRcial UelaWiRQV iQ PXUk\ VhadRZV, b\ Whe
ViPSle facW WhaW iW VSliWV WheP, diYideV WheP aQd PakeV WheP
abVWUacW.

The VecRQd SURjecW iV aesWheWic iQ QaWXUe. IW iV cRPPiWWed WR Whe
QRWiRQ Rf aUW aV a higheU cUeaWiYe acWiYiW\, aQd a Uadical cUiWiTXe Rf
aUW aV aQ alieQaWed acWiYiW\ (e[ceSWiRQal, allRcaWed WR e[ceSWiRQal
iQdiYidXalV aQd SURdXciQg e[ceSWiRQal ZRUkV Zhich aUe e[WeUQal aQd
VXSeUiRU WR eYeU\da\ life). AW RQe aQd Whe VaPe WiPe, aUW PXVW fXlɹl
iWVelf, aQd WheQ VXSeUVede iWVelf. UlWiPaWel\ iW PXVW diVaSSeaU. The
cUeaWiYe acWiYiW\ Rf aUW aQd Whe ZRUk Rf aUW fRUeVhadRZ jR\ aW iWV
higheVW.16 FRU MaU[, eQjR\PeQW Rf Whe ZRUld iV QRW liPiWed WR Whe
cRQVXPSWiRQ Rf PaWeUial gRRdV, QR PaWWeU hRZ UeɹQed, RU WR Whe
cRQVXPSWiRQ Rf cXlWXUal gRRdV, QR PaWWeU hRZ VXbWle. IW iV PXch
PRUe WhaQ WhaW. He dReV QRW iPagiQe a ZRUld iQ Zhich all PeQ
ZRXld be VXUURXQded b\ ZRUkV Rf aUW, QRW eYeQ a VRcieW\ ZheUe
eYeU\RQe ZRXld be SaiQWeUV, SReWV RU PXViciaQV. ThRVe ZRXld VWill
RQl\ be WUaQViWiRQal VWageV. He iPagiQeV a VRcieW\ iQ Zhich eYeU\RQe
ZRXld UediVcRYeU Whe VSRQWaQeiW\ Rf QaWXUal life aQd iWV iQiWial
cUeaWiYe dUiYe, aQd SeUceiYe Whe ZRUld WhURXgh Whe e\eV Rf aQ aUWiVW,
eQjR\ Whe VeQVXRXV WhURXgh Whe e\eV Rf a SaiQWeU, Whe eaUV Rf a
PXViciaQ aQd Whe laQgXage Rf a SReW. OQce VXSeUVeded, aUW ZRXld be
UeabVRUbed iQWR aQ eYeU\da\ Zhich haV beeQ PeWaPRUShRVed b\ iWV
fXViRQ ZiWh ZhaW had hiWheUWR beeQ keSW e[WeUQal WR iW.



All iQ all, accRUdiQg WR Whe ɹUVW PRdel, iQ Whe UealPV Rf Whe VWaWe
aQd Rf SRliWicV, aQd cRQVeTXeQWl\ iQ RbjecWiYe PRUaliW\ aQd Whe laZ,
Whe VRcial SRZeUV Rf PeQ haYe beeQ alieQaWed. The\ PXVW WXUQ back
WR aQd UeabVRUb WhePVelYeV iQ SUiYaWe life iQ RUdeU WR PeWaPRUShRVe
iW. AccRUdiQg WR Whe VecRQd PRdel, PeQ·V VSiUiWXal SRZeUV, Zhich
haYe beeQ Ueali]ed bXW alieQaWed iQ aUW, PXVW jRXUQe\ back WR
RUdiQaU\ life aQd iQYeVW WhePVelYeV iQ iW b\ WUaQVfRUPiQg iW.

AV iW haSSeQV, Whe dXaliW\ Rf WheVe iPageV Rf ZhaW iV SRVVible
RSeQV XS a QeZ SURbleP, WhaW Rf Whe VXSeUVeVViRQ Rf WhiV dXaliW\ iQ
aQ eYeQ PRUe WRWal PeWaPRUShRViV Rf Whe eYeU\da\, Zhich ZRXld be
achieYed b\ Whe iQWeUYeQWiRQ Rf a XQif\iQg SUa[iV.

UWRSia? FaQWaV\? IPagiQaWiRQ? IW·V XQiPSRUWaQW. If RQe iV iQVSiUed
b\ MaU[, eYeU\WhiQg PXVW be jXdged iQ UelaWiRQ WR hiV SURjecW:
UealiW\, ZhaW iV SRVVible, ZhaW haV beeQ achieYed, hiVWRU\,
UeYRlXWiRQ.

IQ facW, MaU[ SURYided YeU\ SUacWical baVeV fRU WhiV ´UWRSiaQµ
SURjecW: Whe gURZWh Rf Whe SURdXcWiYe fRUceV iQ a SleaVXUe ecRQRP\
(geaUed WRZaUdV Whe gUeaWeVW VaWiVfacWiRQ Rf Whe gUeaWeVW QXPbeU Rf
VRcial QeedV aQd iQdiYidXal deViUeV, TXaQWiWaWiYel\ iQcUeaVed aQd
TXaliWaWiYel\ UeɹQed), Whe ZiWheUiQg aZa\ Rf Whe VWaWe, eWc.

IW iV eYideQW WhaW ZRUld UeYRlXWiRQ haV QRW e[acWl\ fRllRZed Whe
SaWh MaU[ SUedicWed. Wh\ VhRXld Ze QRW adPiW iW? The SRZeU alieQ
WR hXPaQ WhRXghWV aQd iQWeQWiRQV, Zhich Ze PXVW call ´deVWiQ\µ
(´hiVWRUical QeceVViW\µ aQd aW Whe VaPe WiPe ´UaQdRPQeVVµ,
´chaQceµ, ´hiVWRUical dUifWµ iQ WeUPV Rf SURjecWV aQd acWiRQV) iV alRQe
UeVSRQVible. TheUe haV beeQ QR UeYRlXWiRQ iQ Whe adYaQced
iQdXVWUiali]ed cRXQWUieV. CaSiWaliVP haV cRUUalled iW. ReYRlXWiRQ haV
beeQ fRUced WR abaQdRQ eYeU\WhiQg Zhich iQ Whe ɹUVW feZ \eaUV VWill
cRUUeVSRQded WR Whe RUigiQal SURjecW. IW haV beeQ fRUced WR deYRWe
iWVelf WR accXPXlaWiRQ, WR giYiQg SUiRUiW\ WR heaY\ iQdXVWU\, WR
PaiQWaiQiQg a SRZeUfXl aUP\ ZiWh all Whe eTXiSPeQW WhiV eQWailV.
ThXV WechQRlRgical iPSeUaWiYeV haYe PRYed WR Whe fRUegURXQd. IQ a
UePaUkabl\ XQeYeQ deYelRSPeQW, eYeU\da\ life haV lagged behiQd
WechQRlRg\ WR aQ iPPeQVe degUee! GiYeQ all Whe UaQdRP
ciUcXPVWaQceV, WhiV ZaV iQeYiWable aQd ´QeceVVaU\µ. We PXVW
UecRgQi]e Whe ZRUk Rf hiVWRUical QeceVViW\ iQ VR faU aV iW haV Pade



UealiW\ deYiaWe iQ UelaWiRQ WR Whe SURjecW, aQd UeVXlWV iQ UelaWiRQ WR
iQWeQWiRQV. LeW XV acceSW WhiV diVcUeSaQc\. We VhRXld eYalXaWe iW
UaWheU WhaQ deQ\ WhaW iW e[iVWV. If kQRZledge dReV QRW gaiQ fURP WhiV,
WheQ ideRlRg\ Zill.

HaV MaU[·V SURgUaPPe lRVW iWV PeaQiQg aQd YalidiW\? NR. IW iV VWill
Whe RQl\ SURjecW Zhich iPSlieV a WUXe cRQceSWiRQ Rf ZhaW iV hXPaQl\
SRVVible. Wh\? BecaXVe iW iV alRQe iQ QRW cRQWePSlaWiQg ViPSl\ a
WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ Rf ideaV RU UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV ² aQ ideRlRg\ ² bXW UaWheU
a WRWal PeWaPRUShRViV Rf eYeU\da\ life, bUiQgiQg WR aQ eQd WhRVe
diYiViRQV aQd cRQWUadicWiRQV Zhich Pake ´Whe Uealµ aQd ´Whe
SRVVibleµ lag behiQd iQ a SeUiRd ZheQ XneYen deYelopmenW haV
becRPe Whe QRUP.

US XQWil QRZ, RQe Rf Whe gUeaW SaUadR[eV Rf Whe WZeQWieWh ceQWXU\
haV beeQ WhaW caSiWaliVW ecRQRP\ haV aSSaUeQWl\ WakeQ Whe fRUP Rf a
´SleaVXUe ecRQRP\µ. Like a caUicaWXUe Rf iWVelf, WhiV ecRQRP\
VRPeWiPeV gReV VR faU aV WR becRPe RUgaQi]ed ZaVWe. SiQce iW
cRQcealV Whe ecRQRP\ Rf SRZeU Zhile RUgaQi]iQg, cRQWURlliQg aQd
SXlYeUi]iQg SleaVXUe, iW iV a fRUP Rf P\VWiɹcaWiRQ. IQ facW, aV UegaUdV
TXaQWiW\ aQd TXaliW\, iW iV YeU\ UeVWUicWed. IQ a cRQWUadicWRU\ Za\ iW
aURXVeV PaQ\ QeedV aQd deViUeV, VRPe aUWiɹcial, Whe UeVW XQVaWiVɹed.
SaWiVfacWiRQ iV chaUacWeUi]ed b\ accideQW aQd cRQWiQgeQc\. IW iV ´a
VWURke Rf gRRd fRUWXQeµ, a ZiQdfall, a haSS\ Siece Rf lXck. IQ VR faU
aV Whe ZRUdV PeaQ aQ\WhiQg, jR\ aQd haSSiQeVV cRQViVW Rf a VeUieV Rf
faYRXUable eQcRXQWeUV aQd chaQceV. FUeedRP, VR fUeTXeQWl\ e[alWed,
iV QR PRUe WhaQ Whe Vkill Rf PakiQg Whe PRVW Rf lXck aQd
chaQce¬«¬ThiV e[SlaiQV Whe iPSRUWaQce Rf lXck aQd chaQce bRWh iQ
Whe higheVW WheRUeWical WhiQkiQg aQd iQ Whe ideRlRgieV VRPe
e[WUePel\ XQVRShiVWicaWed SeRSle adRSW aQd ´liYeµ RQ a SUacWical
baViV¬«

HRZeYeU, iW iV VWill WUXe WhaW Whe VRcialiVW cRXQWUieV haYe QRW eYeQ
begXQ WR deYelRS Whe feaWXUeV Rf a geQXiQe SleaVXUe ecRQRP\. FaU
fURP iW! SXSSRViQg WhaW Whe iPSeUaWiYeV Rf accXPXlaWiRQ becRPe leVV
XUgeQW iQ Whe USSR, fRU hRZ PaQ\ PRUe \eaUV Zill Whe\ SUedRPiQaWe
iQ ChiQa? ThiV dReV QRW PeaQ WhaW eYeU\da\ life iQ Whe USSR, RU
elVeZheUe, iV QRW alUead\ WakiQg RQ VRPe QeZ TXaliWieV. The
VaWiVfacWiRQ Rf QeedV haV lRVW iWV accideQWal, cRQWiQgeQW aQd UiVk\



chaUacWeU, aW leaVW iQ SaUW. If WhiV cRQVWiWXWeV a QeZ TXaliW\, iW dReV
QRW PeaQ WhaW RWheU aVSecWV aUe RbVcXUed. OQl\ a cRQcUeWe, RQ-Whe-
VSRW aQal\ViV Rf eYeU\da\ life, XViQg all Whe SRVVibiliWieV RSeQ WR
iQYeVWigaWiRQ aQd eVcheZiQg all ideRlRgical SUeRccXSaWiRQV, ZRXld
allRZ XV WR VSecif\ Whe diʃeUeQceV RQ WhiV leYel beWZeeQ VRcialiVW
VRcieW\ aQd caSiWaliVW VRcieW\.

Ne[W Ze cRXld cRPSaUe Whe eYeU\da\ liYeV aQd eYeU\da\-life
UelaWiRQV ZiWh WheiU ideRlRgical UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV. IQ VR faU aV Ze aUe
able WR Pake WhiV cRPSaUiVRQ, RQ Whe bRXUgeRiV Vide PRQe\ giYeV
SUeVWige aQd SRZeU, iQ RWheU ZRUdV eYeU\ SRVVible jR\, Zhile RQ Whe
VRcialiVW Vide iW iV SUeVWige aQd VWaWXV, iQ RWheU ZRUdV SRZeU, Zhich
giYe a UaQge Rf adYaQWageV, RQe Rf Zhich iV PRQe\ RU iWV
eTXiYaleQWV. DReV WhiV UeYeUVal UecWif\ Whe ZRUld WXUQed WRSV\-WXUY\,
Whe XSVide-dRZQ ZRUld MaU[ WalkV abRXW? HaUdl\.

MeaQiQg RU VigQiɹcaWiRQ caQ chaQge Zhile ´UealiW\µ UePaiQV
aQalRgRXV aQd VWable, RU SeUhaSV Ze VhRXld Va\, alPRVW VWable. ThiV
iV dRXbWleVV WUXe. BXW if Uadical cUiWiTXe deQRXQceV Whe VQaUeV Rf
´VigQiɹcaWiRQVµ, Zhich chaQge Zhile Ueal VXbVWaQce dReV QRW, if iW
UejecWV PRUaliVP aQd Whe RSeUaWiRQ Zhich cRQViVWV iQ PiVWakiQg
PRUal aSSeaUaQce fRU cRQcUeWe UealiW\ aQd UealiW\ fRU Whe PaQifeVWiRQ
Rf Whe PRUal, Zh\ VhRXld iW VSaUe Whe Rɽcial ideRlRg\ Rf VRcialiVP?
The ideRlRgical SUeVeQWaWiRQ Rf Whe acceleUaWiRQ Rf Whe cXPXlaWiYe
SURceVV aQd Rf Whe iQWeQViɹcaWiRQ Rf SURdXcWiYe labRXU aV Whe
fXlɹlPeQW Rf VRcialiVP RU Rf cRPPXQiVP iV RbjecWiYel\ iQadPiVVable.
ScieQWiɹcall\, VRcialiVP caQ RQl\ be deɹQed aV SURdXcWiRQ
VXbRUdiQaWed WR VRcial QeedV (aQd QRW WR SRliWical iPSeUaWiYeV). ThaW
iQ Whe cRXUVe Rf a VWUaWegic RSeUaWiRQ aQd aW a deciViYe PRPeQW Whe
SRliWiciaQ VhRXld declaUe: ´If \RX·Ue QRW ZiWh XV, \RX·Ue agaiQVW XVµ,
iV iQeYiWable. The lRgic Rf deciViRQ-PakiQg dePaQdV iW. BXW Zhile
ideRlRgXeV aUe fRUeYeU iPSRViQg WhiV iPSlacable lRgic RQ cRQceSWV
aQd WhRXghW, kQRZledge caQQRW acceSW iW. IW gReV agaiQVW iWV RZQ
laZV. The\ Va\:

GiYe XV a feZ PRUe \eaUV bUeaWhiQg VSace. SRcialiVP, iQ RWheU ZRUdV Whe cRlRVVal cUeaWiYe
eʃRUW Rf Whe PaVVeV gXided aQd diUecWed b\ VcieQWiɹc ideRlRg\, Zill UeVRlYe all Whe
SURblePV ViPXlWaQeRXVl\: Whe cRQTXeVW Rf VSace, Whe deYelRSPeQW Rf Whe backZaUd



cRXQWUieV, Whe VaWiVfacWiRQ Rf eYeU\ Qeed, geQXiQe Ve[Xal eTXaliW\ iQ eYeU\da\ life, Whe
cRQdiWiRQV fRU haSSiQeVV aQd fRU Whe ɻRZeUiQg Rf iQdiYidXalV, Whe XQleaVhiQg Rf WheiU
cUeaWiYiW\, Rf lifeVW\le aQd Whe aUW Rf liYiQg, aQd UeaVRQV fRU liYiQg.17

VeU\ Zell, leW WheP haYe WhiV bUeaWhiQg VSace. We aUe SaWieQW. FRU a
VWaUW Whe facW WhaW Whe\ aUe VWill aVkiQg XV WR be SaWieQW aQd WR giYe
WheP a bUeaWhiQg VSace PeaQV WhaW Whe\ aUe aVkiQg fRU Whe
SRVVibiliW\ WhaW ´hiVWRU\µ VhRXld cRQWiQXe ZiWhRXW beiQg iQWeUUXSWed
b\ VRPe gigaQWic caWaVWURShe. VeU\ gRRd. HRZ cRXld Ze UefXVe WR
VXSSRUW VXch aQ idea? We liYe iQ hRSe, Zhich iV WR Va\ WhaW Ze haYe
UeWXUQed WR Whe MaU[iVW SURjecW; Ze aUe UeiQVWaWiQg iW iQ all iWV
aXWheQWiciW\; Ze aUe SUeVeQWiQg iW RQce agaiQ aV Whe aiP aQd
PeaQiQg Rf hiVWRU\. AQd \eW Ze feel aQ[iRXV aQd Ze adPiW iW. We
alUead\ kQRZ WhaW hiVWRU\ dReV QRW alZa\V gR Whe Za\ Ze ZRXld
ZiVh. IW cUeaWeV; aW RQe aQd Whe VaPe WiPe iW bUiQgV Whe XQfRUeVeeQ
(Zhich kQRZledge diVcRYeUV ´afWeU Whe eYeQWµ WR haYe beeQ
QeceVVaU\, e[ceSW ZheQ ideRlRg\ diVgXiVeV WhiV QeceVViW\!) ² aQd Whe
iUUeYeUVible. The SaVW ZeighV heaY\. SRcialiVP Zill QeYeU be e[acWl\
ZhaW iW ZRXld haYe beeQ had hiVWRU\ SURceeded iQ aQRWheU Za\.
WhaW dReV iW Qeed WR SXW ´hiVWRU\µ UighW, WR halW iWV dUifW? WhR caQ
Ze WXUQ WR? WhR caQ Ze WUXVW? IQ Whe ZilliQgQeVV RU Whe gRRd
iQWeQWiRQV Rf leadeUV aQd Rf VSecialiVWV iQ ecRQRPicV aQd SRliWicV?
MaU[ ZaUQV XV abRXW falliQg iQWR WhiV QaiYe WUaS, aV Rld aV Whe ZRUld
iWVelf. OQl\ Whe gURZWh Rf VRcial QeedV, Whe VXbdXed bXW cRQVWaQW
SUeVVXUe Rf Whe SURleWaUiaQ PaVVeV, caQ VhifW Whe SURceVV iQ WhiV
diUecWiRQ. CRQVWaQW SUeVVXUe, i.e., gUadXal eʃecWiYeQeVV (WR XVe
caUefXl aQd SUeciVe WeUPiQRlRg\). IQ VhRUW, Ze haYe QR chRice bXW WR
Slace RXU beWV RQ dePRcUac\.

AV fRU UeYRlXWiRQ iQ geQeUal, aQd RQ Whe cRQceSWXal SlaQe RQ
Zhich Ze aUe RSeUaWiQg heUe, Ze Va\ Rf iW ZhaW RiPbaXd Vaid Rf
lRYe: ¶ReYRlXWiRQ PXVW be UeiQYeQWed.· AQd Ze PXVW QRW ZRUU\ abRXW
WacWicV RU SRliWical VWUaWeg\, RU eYeQ abRXW beiQg iPPediaWel\
eʃecWiYe. AV iQ MaU[·V WhRXghW, UeYRlXWiRQ PXVW be UeiQYeQWed,
VWaUWiQg fURP a cRQceSWiRQ Rf ZhaW iV SRVVible. IQ RWheU ZRUdV, iW iV a
chRice beWZeeQ Whe YaUiRXV SRVVibiliWieV, WheQ UeWXUQiQg RQce PRUe
WR Whe SUeVeQW aQd WR Whe Ueal WR gUaVS WheP aQd WR jXdge WheP. FiUVW,



aQd SaWieQWl\, Ze haYe UeiQVWaWed Whe iQiWial MaU[iVW ageQda, a
SURjecW Zhich iV bRWh UWRSiaQ aQd SUacWical, Whe idea Rf a WRWal
SUa[iV Zhich Zill UeVRlYe Whe cRQWUadicWiRQV b\ eliPiQaWiQg all
alieQaWiQg diYiViRQV. SecRQd, iQ WakiQg MaU[iVP XS agaiQ aV Uadical
cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life iQ WhiV Za\, Ze aUe VheddiQg lighW RQ
SUeciVel\ ZhaW UeYRlXWiRQ ZRXld chaQge, if Whe Ueal VWRSSed laggiQg
behiQd Whe SRVVible. ThiUd, Ze Zill cRQWiQXe PeaVXUiQg Whe gaSV
beWZeeQ Whe fRllRZiQg WeUPV: UeYRlXWiRQ aQd achieYePeQW, Whe Ueal
aQd Whe SRWeQWial. LaVW, iQ VR faU aV kQRZledge haV VWUeQgWh, aQd
giYeV PRUe WhaQ jXVW eWhical SaWieQce aQd aeVWheWic iURQ\, Ze Zill
bUiQg SUeVVXUe WR beaU RQ Whe ViWXaWiRQ iQ aQ aWWePSW WR QaUURZ WheVe
gaSV. IQ VRlXPe I Rf CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life RXU aiP ZaV ViPSl\ WR
giYe Whe eYeU\da\ acceVV WR hiVWRU\ aQd WR SRliWical life. TRda\ Ze
PXVW bXild a lRQg-WeUP SRlic\ RQ hRZ WR aQVZeU Whe dePaQdV fRU a
Uadical WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ Rf eYeU\da\ life.·
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HRZ caQ eYeU\da\ life be deɹQed? IW VXUURXQdV XV, iW beViegeV XV, RQ
all VideV aQd fURP all diUecWiRQV. We aUe iQVide iW aQd RXWVide iW. NR
VR-called ¶eleYaWed· acWiYiW\ caQ be UedXced WR iW, QRU caQ iW be
VeSaUaWed fURP iW. IWV acWiYiWieV aUe bRUQ, Whe\ gURZ aQd ePeUge;
RQce Whe\ haYe lefW Whe QRXUiVhiQg eaUWh Rf WheiU QaWiYe laQd, QRW RQe
Rf WheP caQ be fRUPed aQd fXlɹlled RQ iWV RZQ accRXQW. IQ WhiV eaUWh
Whe\ aUe bRUQ. If Whe\ ePeUge, iW iV becaXVe Whe\ haYe gURZQ aQd
SURVSeUed. IW iV aW Whe heaUW Rf Whe eYeU\da\ WhaW SURjecWV becRPe
ZRUkV Rf cUeaWiYiW\.

KQRZledge, VcieQce aQd VcieQWiɹc diVcRYeU\ VRPeWiPeV cRQViVW Rf
bUief iQVWaQWV Rf diVcRYeU\. YeW VcieQce haV iWV eYeU\da\ life: WUaiQiQg,
WeachiQg, Whe cliPaWe iQ VcieQWiɹc ciUcleV, adPiQiVWUaWiYe TXeVWiRQV,
Whe Za\ iQVWiWXWiRQV RSeUaWe, eWc.

The SURfeVViRQal VRldieU dedicaWeV hiPVelf WR heURiVP. The aUP\
SUeSaUeV iWVelf fRU ZaU; WhaW iV iWV aiP aQd iWV SXUSRVe. AQd \eW
PRPeQWV Rf cRPbaW aQd RSSRUWXQiWieV WR be heURic aUe WhiQ RQ Whe
gURXQd. The aUP\ haV iWV eYeU\da\ life: life iQ baUUackV aQd PRUe



SUeciVel\ life aPRQg Whe WURRSV (RWheUZiVe kQRZQ aV Whe
¶cRQWiQgeQW·; le[ical faPiliaUiW\ Pa\ Yeil ZhaW iV iURQic aQd
dialecWical abRXW WhiV, bXW heUe, aV elVeZheUe, Whe ¶cRQWiQgeQW· iV Whe
¶QeceVVaU\·!). ThiV eYeU\da\ life iV QRW ZiWhRXW iWV iPSRUWaQce iQ
UelaWiRQ WR dUeaPV Rf heURiVP aQd Whe ɹQe PRUal ideal Rf Whe
SURfeVViRQal VRldieU. IW iV Whe VSUiQgbRaUd fRU VXbliPe acWiRQV.
QXeVWiRQV Rf UaQk, SURPRWiRQ aQd PiliWaU\ hRQRXUV aUe SaUW Rf iW.
TheUe iV a Va\iQg WhaW aUP\ life iV Pade XS Rf a lRW Rf bRUedRP aQd a
cRXSle Rf daQgeURXV PRPeQWV.

LeW XV cRQVideU Whe VWaWe aQd Whe SUacWical RSeUaWiRQ Rf iWV
PaQageUial VSheUeV. TheUe iV aQ eYeU\da\ life Rf Whe VWaWe. IW iV QRW
Whe VaPe WhiQg aV Whe eYeU\da\ (SUiYaWe) liYeV Rf SXblic ɹgXUeV. IW
haV a Zell-kQRZQ QaPe: bXUeaXcUac\. TheUe iV a SRliWical eYeU\da\,
Whe eYeU\da\ Rf SaUWieV, aSSaUaWXV, UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ WheVe bRdieV
aQd Whe PaVVeV ZhR elecW WheP aQd ZhRP Whe\ adPiQiVWeU. TR VWXd\
Whe eYeU\da\ life Rf Whe VWaWe ZRXld WhXV be WR VWXd\ in YiYo aQd in
concreWo Whe fXQcWiRQV aQd Whe fXQcWiRQiQg Rf bXUeaXcUaWic
aSSaUaWXVeV aQd WheiU UelaWiRQ WR VRcial SUa[iV. EPeUgiQg abRYe WhiV
eYeU\da\ life aUe iPSRUWaQW deciViRQV aQd dUaPaWic PRPeQWV Rf
deciViYe acWiRQ.

FacWRUieV, WUadeV XQiRQV, ZRUk aQd Whe UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ ZRUkeUV
all haYe WheiU RZQ eYeU\da\ life. AQd fURP WhaW eYeU\da\ life cRPe
VWUikeV, RU Whe iQWURdXcWiRQ Rf QeZ WechQRlRgieV, eWc.
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ShRXld Ze deɹQe Whe eYeU\da\ aV Whe SeWW\ Vide Rf life, iWV hXPble
aQd VRUdid elePeQW? AV Ze haYe alUead\ Vaid, \eV aQd QR. YeV, WhiV
VPall, hXPble aQd VRUdid Vide Rf all hXPaQ e[iVWeQce haV beeQ SaUW
Rf Whe eYeU\da\ ViQce WiPe begaQ, aQd XQWil WheUe iV a SURjecW aQd a
SRlic\ WR UeVWRUe WechQical SRVVibiliWieV WR Whe eYeU\da\ iQ RUdeU WR
RYeUWXUQ iW fURP WRS WR bRWWRP, iW Pa\ Zell be VR fRU a lRQg WiPe WR
cRPe.



EYeU\ da\ WhRXVaQdV XSRQ WhRXVaQdV Rf ZRPeQ VZeeS XS Whe dXVW Zhich haV gaWheUed
iPSeUceSWibl\ ViQce Whe SUeYiRXV da\. AfWeU eYeU\ Peal, WRR QXPeURXV WR cRXQW, Whe\
ZaVh Whe diVheV aQd VaXceSaQV. FRU WiPeV WRR QXPeURXV WR cRXQW, b\ haQd RU iQ Whe
PachiQe, Whe\ UePRYe Whe diUW Zhich haV bXilW XS biW b\ biW RQ VheeWV aQd clRWheV; Whe\
VWRS XS Whe hRleV Whe geQWle UXbbiQg Rf heelV iQeYiWabl\ PakeV; Whe\ ɹll ePSWied
cXSbRaUdV aQd UefUigeUaWRUV ZiWh SackeWV Rf SaVWa aQd kilRV Rf fUXiW aQd YegeWableV «
[Zhich e[plains Whe folloZing deɹniWion of eYer\da\ life:] The eQVePble Rf acWiYiWieV Zhich
Rf QeceVViW\ UeVXlW fURP Whe geQeUal SURceVVeV Rf deYelRSPeQW: eYRlXWiRQ, gURZWh aQd
agiQg, Rf biRlRgical RU VRcial SURWecWiRQ RU chaQge, WhRVe SURceVVeV Zhich eVcaSe
iPPediaWe QRWice aQd Zhich aUe RQl\ SeUceSWible iQ WheiU cRQVeTXeQceV.18

ThiV aWWePSW aW a deɹQiWiRQ, ZiWh Whe YiYid deVcUiSWiRQ Zhich
accRPSaQieV iW, VhedV a UePaUkable lighW RQ RQe aVSecW Rf Whe
eYeU\da\: Whe UeYeUVe Vide Rf all SUa[iV. HRZeYeU, iW SURPSWV VeYeUal
UeVeUYaWiRQV aQd cUiWiciVPV. Like all deɹQiWiRQV, iW WeQdV WR
iPPRbili]e ZhaW iW iV WU\iQg WR deɹQe, SUeVeQWiQg iW aV WiPeleVV aQd
XQchaQgeable. AQd aV deɹQiWiRQV fUeTXeQWl\ dR, iW WakeV RQe aVSecW
RU RQe SaUW aV Whe ZhRle.

If WhiQgV ZeUe like WhiV, Whe VWXd\ Rf eYeU\da\ life ZRXld be eaV\
aQd cUiWiTXe Rf iW ZRXld be eʃRUWleVV. IW ZRXld VXɽce WR QRWe dRZQ
aQd ePShaVi]e WUiYial deWailV fURP RQe da\ WR Whe Qe[W, Whe dail\
geVWXUeV ZiWh WheiU iQeYiWable UeSeWiWiRQV. AQd afWeU WhaW a ViPSle
SURjecW: ZRUk, faPil\ life, iPPediaWe UelaWiRQV (blRck Rf ɻaWV,
QeighbRXUhRRd RU Yillage, WRZQ), leiVXUe. The iPSRYeUiVhed
elRTXeQce Rf WaSe-UecRUded iQWeUYieZV ZRXld UeYeal Whe SRYeUW\ aQd
PiVfRUWXQeV Rf Whe eYeU\da\. AQal\ViV Rf Whe cRQWeQW Rf WheVe
iQWeUYieZV, aQd iQ SaUWicXlaU Rf WheiU laQgXage, ZRXld TXickl\ ViQgle
RXW a ceUWaiQ QXPbeU Rf WhePeV: lRQeliQeVV, PRQRWRQ\, iQVecXUiW\,
diVcXVViRQV RQ VRlXWiRQV aQd Whe abVeQce Rf VRlXWiRQV, RQ Whe
adYaQWageV aQd diVadYaQWageV Rf PaUUiage, RQ SURfeVViRQal
RccXSaWiRQV.19 OQe cRXld SRVVibl\ e[aPiQe WheVe WhePeV XViQg Whe
Zell-WUied PeWhRdV Rf VRciRlRg\ RU cRPbiQaWiYe aQal\ViV. OQe PighW
VXcceed iQ deWeUPiQiQg faiUl\ SUeciVel\ aWWiWXdeV ZiWhiQ RU WRZaUdV
Whe eYeU\da\ (aWWiWXdeV Rf acceSWaQce, bXW PRUe RfWeQ Rf UejecWiRQ)
iQ ceUWaiQ gURXSV. AV Zell aV TXaQWif\iQg iQ WhiV Za\, Whe iQTXiU\
ZRXld UeWaiQ a ceUWaiQ QXPbeU Rf SUiYileged SieceV Rf eYideQce. IW



cRXld eYeQ gR VR faU aV WR aWWePSW VRPe e[SeUiPeQWV (ViPilaU WR Whe
VRPeZhaW WRR VXcceVVfXl e[SeUiPeQW iQ Zhich a VWXd\ gURXS
ViPXlaWed a VeUiRXV caU accideQW iQ RUdeU WR RbVeUYe Whe behaYiRXU Rf
Whe RWheU dUiYeUV RQ Whe URad!).

WiWh Whe helS Rf a liWWle iURQ\, WhiV SaWh cRXld lead XV a lRQg Za\.
OQe Pa\ cRQceiYe Rf a VRciRlRg\ Rf Whe UeYeUVe iPageV Rf VRcieW\
aQd Rf iWV dXSlicaWeV, VacUed RU cXUVed. A VRcial gURXS iV
chaUacWeUi]ed jXVW aV PXch b\ ZhaW iW UejecWV aV b\ ZhaW iW cRQVXPeV
aQd aVViPilaWeV. The PRUe ecRQRPicall\ deYelRSed a cRXQWU\ iV, Whe
PRUe geWV WhURZQ aZa\, aQd Whe faVWeU iW geWV WhURZQ aZa\. PeRSle
aUe ZaVWefXl. IQ NeZ YRUk, iQ Whe SURPiVed laQd Rf fUee eQWeUSUiVe,
Whe dXVWbiQV aUe eQRUPRXV, aQd Whe PRUe YiVible Whe\ aUe Whe PRUe
iQeɽcieQWl\ SXblic VeUYiceV RSeUaWe. IQ XQdeUdeYelRSed cRXQWUieV,
QRWhiQg iV WhURZQ aZa\. The VPalleVW Siece Rf SaSeU RU VWUiQg, Whe
VPalleVW WiQ iV Rf XVe, aQd eYeQ e[cUePeQW iV gaWheUed. WhaW Ze aUe
RXWliQiQg heUe iV a VRciRlRg\ Rf Whe dXVWbiQ.

CePeWeUieV, fRU WheiU SaUW, SUeVeQW a VSleQdid ¶QegaWiYe· Rf bXilW-XS
aUeaV, YillageV, WRZQV laUge aQd VPall. IQ WheiU PiUURU, Whe\ faiWhfXll\
¶UeɻecW· VRcial VWUXcWXUe, ecRQRPic life, aQd ideRlRgieV. AV VXch, Whe\
deVeUYe WR be VWXdied VRciRlRgicall\ aV PXch aV aQ\ RWheU VRcial
SheQRPeQRQ. FiQall\, Whe PeQ VRcieW\ UejecWV aUe QR leVV iQWeUeVWiQg
WhaQ WhRVe ZhRP VRcieW\ aVViPilaWeV, aQd dRZQ-aQd-RXWV VWill haYe a
lRW WR Weach XV.

The VRciRlRg\ Rf ¶dXSlicaWeV· ZRXld QRW liPiW iWVelf WR WheVe
WaUQiVhed PiUURUV. IW ZRXld VWXd\ PRUe aWWUacWiYe UeYeUVe iPageV,
alWhRXgh QRW QeceVVVaUil\ leVV diVaSSRiQWiQg RQeV. FRU e[aPSle,
¶leiVXUe clXbV·20 ZheUe iQ Whe eʃRUW WR bUeak ZiWh eYeU\da\ life b\
eVcaSiQg fURP iW, a VWUaQge eYeU\da\ life, eTXall\ alieQaWiQg aQd
alieQaWed, iV UecRQVWUXcWed iQ caUicaWXUe.

If WhiV ZeUe all WheUe ZaV, cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life ZRXld RQl\
bUiQg Whe diVaSSRiQWiQg aVSecWV Rf VRcial SUa[iV WR Whe fRUe. IW ZRXld
ePShaVi]e Whe WUiYial aQd Whe UeSellaQW. IW ZRXld SaiQW a black
SicWXUe Rf diVVaWiVfacWiRQ. IW ZRXld WeQd WR cRQceQWUaWe RQ Whe VRUdid
Vide Rf life, RQ VXʃeUiQg, RQ a UaWheU Rld-faVhiRQed SRSXliVP. IW
ZRXld XVe Whe SVeXdR-UealiVP Rf a BeUQaUd BXʃeW RU Whe
VWaPPeUiQg, deVSeUaWe l\UiciVP Rf a SaPXel BeckeWW aV a PeaQV Rf



XQdeUVWaQdiQg VRcial PaQ. If WhiV ZeUe Whe RQl\ SaWh iW fRllRZed,
cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life ZRXld be baUel\ diVWiQgXiVhable fURP a
ceUWaiQ bUaQch Rf e[iVWeQWialiVP Zhich WRRk iW XSRQ iWVelf ² aQd YeU\
VkilfXll\ ² WR XQdeUliQe Whe PaUgiQal elePeQWV Rf e[iVWeQce. TR a
ShilRVRSh\ like WhiV, all aQal\ViV Rf eYeU\da\ life ZRXld cRQWUibXWe
ZRXld be VcieQWiɹc jaUgRQ aQd a VWRdg\ VRciRlRgical SUeWeQWiRXVQeVV.

The h\SRWheViV Rf RXU VWXd\ iV UaWheU diʃeUeQW. AccRUdiQg WR WhiV
h\SRWheViV, Zhich XQdeUSiQV Whe SURgUaPPe aV a ZhRle, iW iV iQ
eYeU\da\ life aQd VWaUWiQg fURP eYeU\da\ life WhaW geQXiQe creaWions
aUe achieYed, WhRVe cUeaWiRQV Zhich SURdXce Whe hXPaQ aQd Zhich
PeQ SURdXce aV SaUW Rf Whe SURceVV Rf becRPiQg hXPaQ: ZRUkV Rf
cUeaWiYiW\.

TheVe VXSeUiRU acWiYiWieV aUe bRUQ fURP VeedV cRQWaiQed iQ
eYeU\da\ SUacWice. FURP Whe PRPeQW gURXSV RU iQdiYidXalV aUe able
aQd Rbliged WR SlaQ ahead, WR RUgaQi]e WheiU WiPe aQd WR XVe
ZhaWeYeU PeaQV Whe\ haYe aW WheiU diVSRVal, UeaVRQ iV fRUPed iQ
VRcial SUacWice. AV da\ fRllRZV WUiYial da\, Whe e\e leaUQV hRZ WR Vee,
Whe eaU leaUQV hRZ WR heaU, Whe bRd\ leaUQV hRZ WR keeS WR Uh\WhPV.
BXW Whe eVVeQWial lieV elVeZheUe. WhaW iV PRVW iPSRUWaQW iV WR QRWe
WhaW feeliQgV, ideaV, lifeVW\leV aQd SleaVXUeV aUe cRQɹUPed iQ Whe
eYeU\da\. EYeQ, aQd abRYe all, ZheQ e[ceSWiRQal acWiYiWieV haYe
cUeaWed WheP, Whe\ haYe WR WXUQ back WRZaUdV eYeU\da\ life WR YeUif\
aQd cRQɹUP Whe YalidiW\ Rf WhaW cUeaWiRQ. WhaWeYeU iV SURdXced RU
cRQVWUXcWed iQ Whe VXSeUiRU UealPV Rf VRcial SUacWice PXVW
dePRQVWUaWe iWV UealiW\ iQ Whe eYeU\da\, ZheWheU iW be aUW,
ShilRVRSh\ RU SRliWicV. AW WhiV leYel alRQe caQ iW be aXWheQWicaWed.
WhaW dReV VXch aQd VXch aQ idea RU cUeaWiYe ZRUk Well XV? IQ ZhaW
Za\ aQd hRZ faU dReV iW chaQge RXU liYeV? IW iV eYeU\da\ life Zhich
PeaVXUeV aQd ePbRdieV Whe chaQgeV Zhich Wake Slace ¶VRPeZheUe
elVe·, iQ Whe ¶higheU UealPV·. The hXPaQ ZRUld iV QRW deɹQed ViPSl\
b\ Whe hiVWRUical, b\ cXlWXUe, b\ WRWaliW\ RU VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle, RU b\
ideRlRgical aQd SRliWical VXSeUVWUXcWXUeV. IW iV deɹQed b\ WhiV
iQWeUPediaWe aQd PediaWiQg leYel: eYeU\da\ life. IQ iW, Whe PRVW
cRQcUeWe Rf dialecWical PRYePeQWV caQ be RbVeUYed: Qeed aQd deViUe,
SleaVXUe aQd abVeQce Rf SleaVXUe, VaWiVfacWiRQ aQd SUiYaWiRQ (RU
fUXVWUaWiRQ), fXlɹlPeQWV aQd ePSW\ VSaceV, ZRUk aQd QRQ-ZRUk. The



UeSeWiWiYe SaUW, iQ Whe PechaQical VeQVe Rf Whe WeUP, aQd Whe cUeaWiYe
SaUW Rf Whe eYeU\da\ becRPe ePbURiled iQ a SeUPaQeQWl\ UeacWiYaWed
ciUcXiW iQ a Za\ Zhich RQl\ dialecWical aQal\ViV caQ SeUceiYe.

IQ VhRUW, Whe eYeU\da\ iV QRW a V\QRQ\P fRU pra[is. If Ze lRRk aW iW
iQ iWV eQWiUeW\, SUa[iV iV Whe eTXiYaleQW Rf WRWaliW\ iQ acWiRQ; iW
eQcRPSaVVeV Whe baVe aQd Whe VXSeUVWUXcWXUeV, aV Zell aV Whe
iQWeUacWiRQV beWZeeQ WheP. ThiV YieZ Rf SUa[iV Pa\ be UaWheU WRR
VZeeSiQg, bXW if Ze VXbVWiWXWe iW ZiWh VRPeWhiQg PRUe UeVWUicWed aQd
deWeUPiQed, iW Zill diViQWegUaWe iQWR fUagPeQWed SUacWiceV:
WechQRlRg\, SRliWicV, eWc. We Zill haYe WR lRRk aW Whe caWegRU\ Rf
pra[is agaiQ. FRU XV, Whe eYeU\da\ iV a leYel.

CUiWiTXe Rf XQfXlɹlPeQW aQd alieQaWiRQ VhRXld QRW be UedXced WR a
bleak SicWXUe Rf SaiQ aQd deVSaiU. IW iPSlieV aQ eQdleVV aSSeal WR
ZhaW is possible iQ RUdeU WR jXdge Whe SUeVeQW aQd ZhaW haV beeQ
accRPSliVhed. IW e[aPiQeV Whe dialecWical PRYePeQWV iQWUiQVic WR
ZhaW iV cRQcUeWe iQ Whe hXPaQ, i.e., WR Whe eYeU\da\: Whe SRVVible
aQd Whe iPSRVVible, Whe UaQdRP aQd Whe ceUWaiQ, Whe achieYed aQd
Whe SRWeQWial. The Ueal caQ RQl\ be gUaVSed aQd aSSUeciaWed Yia
SRWeQWialiW\, aQd ZhaW haV beeQ achieYed Yia ZhaW haV QRW beeQ
achieYed. BXW iW iV alVR a TXeVWiRQ Rf deWermining Whe SRVVible aQd Whe
SRWeQWial aQd Rf kQRZiQg Zhich \aUdVWick WR XVe. VagXe iPageV Rf
Whe fXWXUe aQd PaQ·V SURVSecWV aUe iQadeTXaWe. TheVe iPageV allRZ
fRU WRR PaQ\ PRUe-RU-leVV WechQRcUaWic RU hXPaQiVW iQWeUSUeWaWiRQV.
If Ze aUe WR kQRZ aQd WR jXdge, Ze PXVW VWaUW ZiWh a SUeciVe
cUiWeUiRQ aQd a ceQWUe Rf UefeUeQce: Whe eYeU\da\.

IW iV iQ WhiV VeQVe WhaW iQ VRlXPe I Rf CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life Ze
deɹQed eYeU\da\ life iQiWiall\ aV Whe UegiRQ ZheUe PaQ aSSURSUiaWeV
QRW VR PXch e[WeUQal QaWXUe bXW his oZn naWXre ² aV a ]RQe Rf
dePaUcaWiRQ aQd jXQcWiRQ beWZeeQ Whe XnconWrolled secWor aQd Whe
conWrolled secWor Rf life ² aQd aV a UegiRQ ZheUe goods cRPe iQWR
cRQfURQWaWiRQ ZiWh QeedV Zhich haYe PRUe RU leVV beeQ WUaQVfRUPed
iQWR deViUeV.

ThiV deɹQiWiRQ iV QRW e[haXVWiYe, aQd QeedV WR be PRUe WhRURXgh.
LeW XV gR back WR Whe deɹQiWiRQ Ze VXggeVWed SUeYiRXVl\. IW UaiVeV
VeYeUal TXeVWiRQV cRQceUQiQg Whe geQeUal SURceVVeV Rf gURZWh,
deYelRSPeQW, PaWXUaWiRQ aQd decliQe. TR ZhaW e[WeQW dR WheVe



geQeUal SURceVVeV (QRW RQl\ iQdiYidXal RQeV, bXW VRcial aQd hiVWRUical
aV Zell) gR be\RQd Whe bRXQdaUieV Rf Whe eYeU\da\? DR Whe\
abaQdRQ iW? TR ZhaW e[WeQW dR Whe\ UeWXUQ WR iW?

ThiV iV a TXeVWiRQ Zhich Zill haYe WR be addUeVVed.
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LeW XV lRRk aW WhiQgV fURP aQRWheU SeUVSecWiYe. LeW XV XVe RXU
WhRXghW aQd iPagiQaWiRQ WR e[clXde VSeciali]ed acWiYiWieV fURP
SUa[iV. If WhiV abVWUacWiRQ iV VXcceVVfXl, iW Zill Uid SUacWical
e[SeUieQce Rf diVcUeeW RccXSaWiRQV like Whe XVe Rf VXch aQd VXch a
WechQiTXe RU iPSlePeQW (bXW QRW, Rf cRXUVe, iQ Sh\Vical WeUPV Rf
eʃRUW, WiPe cRQVXPed, Uh\WhP RU abVeQce Rf Uh\WhP). WhaW aUe Ze
lefW ZiWh?

NoWhing (RU YiUWXall\ QRWhiQg), Va\ Whe SRViWiYiVWV, VcieQWiVWV,
WechQRlRgXeV aQd WechQRcUaWV, VWUXcWXUaliVWV, cXlWXUaliVWV, eWc.

EYer\Whing, Va\ Whe PeWaSh\ViciaQV, ZhR ZRXld cRQVideU WhaW WhiV
abVWUacWiRQ RU aQal\Wic RSeUaWiRQ VcaUcel\ aWWaiQV Whe ¶RQWic· aQd iV
VWill faU UePRYed fURP Whe ¶RQWRlRgical·, i.e., iW failV WR gUaVS Whe
fRXQdaWiRQ, beiQg (RU QRWhiQgQeVV).

SomeWhing, Ze Zill Va\, Zhich iV QRW eaV\ WR deɹQe, SUeciVel\ ViQce
WhiV ¶VRPeWhiQg· iV QRW a WhiQg, QRU a SUeciVe acWiYiW\ ZiWh
deWeUPiQed RXWliQeV. SR ZhaW iV iW? A Pi[WXUe Rf QaWXUe aQd cXlWXUe,
Whe hiVWRUical aQd Whe liYed, Whe iQdiYidXal aQd Whe VRcial, Whe Ueal
aQd Whe XQUeal, a Slace Rf WUaQViWiRQV, Rf PeeWiQgV, iQWeUacWiRQV aQd
cRQɻicWV, iQ VhRUW a leYel Rf UealiW\.

IQ RQe VeQVe WheUe iV QRWhiQg PRUe ViPSle aQd PRUe RbYiRXV WhaQ
eYeU\da\ life. HRZ dR SeRSle liYe? The TXeVWiRQ Pa\ be diɽcXlW WR
aQVZeU, bXW WhaW dReV QRW Pake iW aQ\ Whe leVV cleaU. IQ aQRWheU
VeQVe QRWhiQg cRXld be PRUe VXSeUɹcial: iW iV baQaliW\, WUiYialiW\,
repeWiWiYeness. AQd iQ \eW aQRWheU VeQVe QRWhiQg cRXld be PRUe
SURfRXQd. IW iV e[iVWeQce aQd Whe ¶liYed·, UeYealed aV Whe\ aUe befRUe
VSecXlaWiYe WhRXghW haV WUaQVcUibed WheP: ZhaW PXVW be chaQged
aQd ZhaW iV Whe haUdeVW Rf all WR chaQge.



ThiV SURYeV Whe geQeUal PeWhRdRlRgical SUiQciSle Rf doXble
deWerminaWion. IQ RXU RSiQiRQ, WhiV SUiQciSle iV eVVeQWial WR dialecWical
WhRXghW, Zhich iV QRW UeVWUicWed ViPSl\ WR diVcRYeUiQg liQkV
(diʃeUeQceV, RSSRViWiRQV, SRlaUiWieV aQd UeciSURcal iPSlicaWiRQV,
cRQɻicWV aQd cRQWUadicWiRQV, eWc.) beWZeeQ deWeUPiQaWiRQV. IW
diVcRYeUV diʃeUeQceV, dXaliWieV, RSSRViWiRQV aQd cRQɻicWV ZiWhin each
deWerminaWion (b\ cRQceSWXali]iQg iW, i.e., WhiQkiQg Rf iW ZiWhiQ a
cRQceSW).
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LeW XV lRRk fURP \eW aQRWheU SeUVSecWiYe. C\clic WiPe VcaleV
VXbPeUged WhePVelYeV iPPediaWel\ aQd diUecWl\ iQ Whe Uh\WhPV Rf
QaWXUe, iQ cRVPic WiPe VcaleV. FRU a lRQg WiPe Whe\ held VZa\ RYeU
hXPaQ life: VRcial PaQ had QRW \eW cRQWURlled QaWXUe, WhaW iV, he had
QRW VeSaUaWed hiPVelf fURP iW. HiV life ZaV Pade XS Rf a VeW Rf c\cleV
aQd Uh\WhPV, fURP biUWh WR deaWh. The UegXlaU UeWXUQ Rf Whe hRXUV,
da\V, ZeekV, PRQWhV, VeaVRQV aQd \eaUV gaYe Uh\WhP WR aQ e[iVWeQce
Zhich ZaV RUgaQicall\ liQked WR QaWXUe. We caQ gR aV faU aV Whe
VXSUePe c\cle, Whe WePSRUal V\VWeP Rf Whe ZRUld, Whe GUeaW YeaU
cRQceiYed Rf b\ VR PaQ\ WhiQkeUV ViQce ClaVVical aQd EaVWeUQ
ShilRVRSh\ (XS WR NieW]Vche aQd EQgelV). VillageV aQd ciWieV alVR
liYed iQ accRUdaQce ZiWh WheVe Uh\WhPV Zhich did QRW cRQWURl
iQdiYidXal life alRQe. The alWeUQaWiRQ aQd Uh\WhP Rf Whe geQeUaWiRQV
had a SURfRXQd eʃecW XSRQ cRllecWiYiWieV (age gURXSV, Whe
SUeSRQdeUaQce Rf WhRVe ZhR UeViVWed deaWh: Rld SeRSle, eWc.).

The VWXd\ Rf WheVe WiPe VcaleV UeYealV VeYeUal PRUe SUeciVe
chaUacWeUiVWicV. FiUVW, c\clic WiPe SURSeUl\ VSeakiQg haV QR begiQQiQg
aQd QR eQd. EYeU\ c\cle iV bRUQ fURP aQRWheU c\cle aQd becRPeV
abVRUbed iQ RWheU ciUcXlaU PRYePeQWV. C\clic WiPe dReV QRW e[clXde
UeSeWiWiYe acWiRQ. The c\cle iV iWVelf a UeSeWiWiRQ. HRZeYeU, iQ c\clic
WiPe, UeSeWiWiRQ iV VXbRUdiQaWed WR a PRUe ¶WRWal· bRd\ Uh\WhP Zhich
gRYeUQV Whe PRYePeQWV Rf Whe legV aQd Whe aUPV, fRU e[aPSle.
SecRQd, WheVe Uh\WhPV dR QRW e[clXde eQXPeUaWiRQ aQd
PeaVXUePeQW; RQe QXPbeU iQ SaUWicXlaU iV e[WUePel\ SUiYileged:



WZelYe (ZiWh Whe VXbPXlWiSleV aQd PXlWiSleV Rf WZelYe: PiQXWeV,
hRXUV, PRQWhV; Whe diYiViRQ Rf a ciUcle iQWR degUeeV; Whe QRWeV Rf Whe
WePSeUed PXVical Vcale, eWc.). ThiUd, QR geQXiQe c\cle UeWXUQV
e[acWl\ WR iWV SRiQW Rf deSaUWXUe RU UeSURdXceV iWVelf e[acWl\. NR
UeWXUQ iV abVRlXWel\ e[acW (a UePaUkable e[aPSle: Whe Za\ aQ RcWaYe
iV diYided XS, VcaleV aQd Whe c\cle Rf ɹfWhV iQ PXVic). If iW ZeUe
RWheUZiVe, c\cleV ZRXld be YiciRXV ciUcleV aQd Whe geRPeWU\ Rf Whe
ciUcle ZRXld e[haXVW all WhaW iV Sh\Vicall\ Ueal. FiQall\, c\clic aQd
cRVPic WiPe haV alZa\V beeQ aQd UePaiQV Whe VXbjecW Rf Pagic aQd
UeligiRXV UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV. IW iV QRWiceable WhaW UaWiRQal aQd Rf cRXUVe
iQdXVWUial WechQiTXeV haYe VhaWWeUed c\clic WiPe. MRdeUQ PaQ
deWacheV hiPVelf fURP iW. He cRQWURlV iW. ThiV cRQWURl iV ɹUVW
e[SUeVVed b\ iQWeUUXSWiRQV iQ Whe c\cleV. C\clic WiPe iV UeSlaced b\ a
liQeaU WiPe Zhich caQ alZa\V be UeckRQed alRQg a WUajecWRU\ RU
diVWaQce. LiQeaU WiPe iV bRWh cRQWiQXRXV aQd diVcRQWiQXRXV.
CRQWiQXRXV: iWV begiQQiQg iV abVRlXWe, aQd iW gURZV iQdeɹQiWel\ fURP
aQ iQiWial ]eUR. DiVcRQWiQXRXV: iW fUagPeQWV iQWR SaUWial WiPe VcaleV
aVVigQed WR RQe WhiQg RU aQRWheU accRUdiQg WR a SURgUaPPe Zhich iV
abVWUacW iQ UelaWiRQ WR WiPe. IW diVVecWV iQdeɹQiWel\.21 TechQiTXeV
Zhich fUagPeQW WiPe alVR SURdXce UeSeWiWiYe geVWXUeV. TheVe dR QRW
aQd RfWeQ caQQRW becRPe SaUW Rf a Uh\WhP: Whe geVWXUeV Rf
fUagPeQWed labRXU, acWiRQV Zhich begiQ aW aQ\ WiPe aQd ceaVe aW
aQ\ WiPe.

HRZeYeU, c\clic WiPe VcaleV haYe QRW diVaSSeaUed. SXbRUdiQaWed
WR liQeaU WiPe, bURkeQ iQWR SieceV aQd VcaWWeUed, Whe\ liYe RQ. A YeU\
laUge SaUW Rf biRlRgical aQd Sh\ViRlRgical life aQd a YeU\ laUge SaUW
Rf VRcial life UePaiQ iQYRlYed iQ c\clic WiPe VcaleV. EYeQ if iQ a feZ
YeU\ laUge ciWieV (bXW QRW iQ FUaQce) SXblic WUaQVSRUW UXQV fRU 24
hRXUV a da\, eYeQ if a feZ YeU\ liPiWed gURXSV fUee WhePVelYeV fURP
Whe WiPeV cRQYeQWiRQall\ allRWWed WR cXVWRPV VXch aV UeVWiQg,
VleeSiQg aQd eaWiQg, WheVe cXVWRPV UePaiQ deeSl\ URRWed. NR PaWWeU
hRZ highl\ deYelRSed aQ iQdXVWUial ciYili]aWiRQ Pa\ be, hXQgeU,
VleeS aQd Ve[ aUe VWill bRXQd XS ZiWh cXVWRPV aQd WUadiWiRQV liQked
WR c\clic WiPe. AQd iW ZRXld aSSeaU WhaW ePaQciSaWiRQ fURP c\clic
WiPe alZa\V fRllRZV a diɽcXlW SaWh, b\ Za\ Rf aQWiQaWXUe aQd liYed
abVWUacWiRQ. IW iV XQQaWXUal QRW WR VleeS aW QighW, QRW WR eaW aW



VSeciɹc hRXUV, eWc. HRZ ZRXld Whe cRPSleWe cRQWURl Rf QaWXUe, i.e.,
Whe cRPSleWe PeWaPRUShRViV Rf eYeU\da\ life, be e[SUeVVed? B\ aQ
aUh\WhPic iQdiYidXal aQd VRcial WiPe (aQd alVR aWhePaWic, aV iQ Whe
e[aPSle Rf cRQWePSRUaU\ elecWURQic aQd cRQcUeWe PXVic, Zhich
VhaWWeUV Uh\WhPic WiPe VcaleV aQd WUadiWiRQal c\cleV) Zhich ZRXld
UeQdeU aQ\ VSeciɹc acWiRQ iPSRVVible aW aQ\ VSeciɹc PRPeQW? B\ a
WUaQViWRU\ RU dXUable gURXS fUeel\ iQYeQWiQg iWV RZQ Uh\WhP? B\ Whe
iQYeQWiRQ Rf QeZ Uh\WhPV (Rf Zhich Whe ZRUkiQg da\ ZiWhRXW bUeakV
ZRXld be Whe blXeSUiQW)? ThaW iV Whe SURbleP.

CriWiqXe of eYer\da\ life sWXdies Whe persisWence of rh\Whmic Wime scales
ZiWhin Whe linear Wime of modern indXsWrial socieW\. IW sWXdies Whe
inWeracWions beWZeen c\clic Wime (QaWXUal, iQ a VeQVe iUUaWiRQal, aQd VWill
cRQcUeWe) and linear Wime (acTXiUed, UaWiRQal, aQd iQ a VeQVe abVWUacW
aQd aQWiQaWXUal). IW e[amines Whe defecWs and disqXieW Whis as \eW
XnknoZn and poorl\ XndersWood inWeracWion prodXces. Finall\, iW
considers ZhaW meWamorphoses are possible in Whe eYer\da\ as a resXlW of
Whis inWeracWion.

IQ WhiV cRQWe[W aQd iQ UelaWiRQ WR WhiV deɹQiWiRQ, Ze caQ Vee Whe
eYeU\da\ life Rf VRcial gURXSV iQ a PRUe deWeUPiQed aQd WhUee-
diPeQViRQal Za\. FRU e[aPSle, leW XV Wake a \RXQg faUPeU. HiV life iV
VWill gRYeUQed b\ c\clic, cRVPic aQd VRcial WiPe VcaleV, eVSeciall\ if
he iV Whe VRQ Rf a VPall laQdRZQiQg faUPeU iQ a UaWheU backZaUd
UegiRQ: da\V, ZeekV, VeaVRQV; Veed WiPeV, ceUeal RU gUaSe haUYeVWV;
\RXWh, PaUUiage, PaWXUiW\, Rld age; biUWhV aQd fXQeUalV. He iV aZaUe
Rf WhiV VeW Rf c\cleV aQd Rf hiV Slace ZiWhiQ iW, QR diʃeUeQW fURP hiV
Slace ZiWhiQ Whe Yillage (Zhich VWill cRQWaiQV VeYeUal feaWXUeV Rf
faUPiQg cRPPXQiWieV) RU Whe hRXVe (ZheUe Whe geQeUaWiRQV liYe Vide
b\ Vide, aPRQg laWeQW RU YiRleQW cRQɻicWV). He caQ VWill feel PRUe
iQVecXUe iQ hiV liQkV ZiWh QaWXUe WhaQ ZiWh VRcieW\, i.e., PaUkeWV,
WechQRlRg\, XUbaQ life (XQleVV Whe WZR iPSUeVViRQV Rf iQVecXUiW\ aUe
QRW bURXghW WRgeWheU iQ a feeliQg Rf SURfRXQd diVTXieW RU SaQic). FRU
hiP, Whe eYeU\da\ aSSeaUV aV aQ RUgaQic ZhRle Zhich iV iQ Whe
SURceVV Rf diViQWegUaWiQg, bXW ZhRVe QXcleXV UePaiQV VWable. NRWhiQg
VeSaUaWeV childhRRd fURP adXlWhRRd, Whe faPil\ fURP Whe lRcal
cRPPXQiW\, ZRUk fURP leiVXUe; QRWhiQg VeSaUaWeV QaWXUe fURP VRcial
life aQd cXlWXUe. WheQ he iV aW VchRRl, he helSV hiV SaUeQWV iQ VR faU



aV hiV VWUeQgWh aQd Whe WiPe aW hiV diVSRVal allRZ. AV a child he haV a
SUeciVe aQd VRlid VWaWXV Zhich hiV Yillage eQYiURQPeQW cRQfeUV, a
UeVWUicWiYe aZaUeQeVV Rf hiV VRcial beiQg Zhich deɹQeV aQd liPiWV
hiP: ¶AV Whe VRQ Rf VR-aQd-VR, he Zill becRPe WhiV aQd QRW WhaW.· IQ
VSiWe Rf Whe V\PSWRPV Rf diVVRciaWiRQ aQd Whe alUead\ backZaUd
chaUacWeU Rf WhiV ¶VWaWe·, WhiV \RXQg faUPeU VWill e[SeUieQceV a ceUWaiQ
iQWegUaWiRQ Rf Whe eYeU\da\ ZiWh Whe cRVPic RQ Whe RQe haQd aQd
ZiWh Whe cRPPXQiW\ RQ Whe RWheU. ThUeaWeQiQg, faVciQaWiQg,
WeUUif\iQg, Whe RXWVide ZRUld iV Whe ciW\, iW iV WechQRlRg\, iW iV WRda\·V
VRcieW\ iQ iWV eQWiUeW\. A PXlWiSliciW\ Rf SURhibiWiRQV VWill SURWecW WhiV
\RXQg PaQ aQd Whe QXcleXV Rf Whe eYeU\da\ aV he liYeV iW fURP Whe
eYeU PRUe QXPeURXV aQd eʃecWiYe aWWackV fURP RXWVide.

AV fRU Whe \RXQg ZRUkeU, he iV bRWh iQWegUaWed ZiWhiQ (PRdeUQ
iQdXVWUial) VRcieW\ RQ a ZRUld Vcale aQd WhURZQ WR Whe PeUc\ Rf
deeSeU cRQɻicWV. FURP childhRRd RQ, ZhaW he e[SeUieQceV iV
diVVRciaWiRQ aQd cUeaWiYe bXW SaiQfXl cRQWUadicWiRQ. He YeU\ VRRQ
cRPeV WR kQRZ iQVecXUiW\; hiV life feelV deSeQdeQW aQd diVRUgaQi]ed,
becaXVe UaWiRQal fRUZaUd SlaQQiQg iV diɽcXlW iQ a ZRUkiQg-claVV
faPil\ (feaU Rf XQePSlR\PeQW RU Rf Whe Qeed WR PRYe, lack Rf Uead\
PRQe\, iQcRQYeQieQW dail\ ZRUkiQg hRXUV, eWc.). The RSSRViWiRQ
beWZeeQ VchRRl life aQd faPil\ life alUead\ SUeVeQWV a VWUikiQg
cRQWUaVW; WheQ cRPeV Whe bUXWal WUaQViWiRQ fURP Whe life Rf a
VchRRlbR\ WR WhaW Rf a ZRUkeU. Life aW ZRUk aQd life ZiWh Whe faPil\
RʃeU a SaiQfXl cRQWUaVW. The \RXQg ZRUkeU WeQdV WR aVVeUW hiPVelf iQ
aQd Yia ZRUk; aW Whe VaPe WiPe he iV Zell aZaUe WhaW ZRUk iPSRVeV
QeZ deSeQdeQcieV XSRQ hiP. IW iV RQl\ WhURXgh a gUeaWeU VRcial
deSeQdeQce WhaQ befRUe WhaW he achieYeV a ceUWaiQ SeUVRQal
iQdeSeQdeQce. HRZeYeU, he dReV achieYe iW: he Zill ¶eaUQ hiV liYiQg·
b\ ZRUkiQg; bXW VRRQ he PXVW Wake RQ QeZ UeVSRQVibiliWieV, VWa\iQg
iQ RU UeWXUQiQg WR Whe VRcial QRUP, bXildiQg a faPil\ aQd WakiQg RQ a
WZRfRld deSeQdeQc\, bRWh SeUVRQal aQd VRcial.22 IQ facWRU\ life, Whe
\RXQg ZRUkeU VeeV hiPVelf caXghW XS iQ fUagPeQWed liQeaU WiPe, Whe
WiPe Rf SURdXcWiRQ aQd WechQRlRg\. IQ faPil\ life, he Zill UediVcRYeU
c\clic, biRlRgical, Sh\ViRlRgical aQd VRcial WiPe VcaleV. The RQe
eQableV hiP WR UeViVW aQd WR cRPSeQVaWe fRU Whe RWheU, bXW Whe
balaQce Zill be a diɽcXlW RQe, aQd ceUWaiQl\ SURblePaWic.
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OQce Ze haYe RXWliQed Whe deɹQiWiRQ Rf eYeU\da\ life aV a leYel (Rf
VRcial UealiW\) Ze caQ cRQVideU Whe ViWXaWiRQ Rf iQdiYidXalV aQd
gURXSV iQ UelaWiRQ WR WhiV leYel. CRQYeUVel\, iW allRZV XV WR claUif\ Whe
idea Rf leYel aQd Whe idea Rf Whe eYeU\da\ aV a leYel Rf UealiW\.

ThXV iW iV cleaU WhaW iQ WeUPV Rf Whe eYeU\da\, Whe ViWXaWiRQ Rf a
hRXVeZife aQd a ¶VRcieW\ ZRPaQ·, Rf a WRRl-PakeU aQd a
PaWhePaWiciaQ, iV QRW Whe VaPe. The hRXVeZife iV iPPeUVed iQ
eYeU\da\ life, VXbPeUged, VZallRZed XS; Vhe QeYeU eVcaSeV fURP iW,
e[ceSW RQ Whe SlaQe Rf XQUealiW\ (dUeaPV: fRUWXQeWelleUV, hRURVcRSeV,
Whe URPaQWic SUeVV, aQecdRWeV aQd ceUePRQieV RQ WeleYiViRQ, eWc.).
The ¶VRcieW\ ZRPaQ· geWV RXW Rf iW b\ aUWiɹcial PeaQV: VRcieW\ life,
faVhiRQ VhRZV, VQRbbeU\, aeVWheWiciVP RU Whe SXUVXiW Rf ¶SXUe·
SleaVXUe. The PaWhePaWiciaQ geWV RXW Rf iW b\ Za\ Rf aQ e[WUePel\
VSeciali]ed acWiYiW\ iQ Zhich, aV iW haSSeQV, PRPeQWV Rf cUeaWiYiW\
aUe feZ aQd faU beWZeeQ. If he ¶iV· a PaWhePaWiciaQ aQd QRWhiQg bXW
a PaWhePaWiciaQ, hRZ iQViSid aQd XQbeaUabl\ RbVeVViYe he Zill be!
The PRUe highl\ TXaliɹed aQd WechQical aQ acWiYiW\ becRPeV, Whe
PRUe UePRWe fURP eYeU\da\ life Whe WiPe iW WakeV XS becRPeV; aQd
Whe PRUe XUgeQW Whe Qeed becRPeV fRU a UeWXUQ WR Whe eYeU\da\. FRU
Whe hRXVeZife, Whe TXeVWiRQ iV ZheWheU Vhe caQ cRPe WR Whe VXUface
aQd VWa\ WheUe. FRU Whe PaWhePaWiciaQ, Whe TXeVWiRQ iV ZheWheU he
caQ UediVcRYeU aQ eYeU\da\ life iQ RUdeU WR fXlɹl hiPVelf QRW RQl\ aV
a VchRlaU (eYeQ if he iV a geQiXV), bXW alVR aV a hXPaQ beiQg. AQd
Whe ¶VRcieW\ ZRPaQ·? NR TXeVWiRQV, YRXU HRQRXU.

Take WhiV WRRl-PakeU. He haV a ¶gRRd WUade· (UelaWiYel\ VSeakiQg).
US WR a ceUWaiQ SRiQW he likeV ZhaW he dReV. He ¶eaUQV a gRRd liYiQg·.
BXW WhiV SURPSWV Whe TXeVWiRQ: ZhaW life does he earn ZiWh his Zork?
The life Rf a WRRl-PakeU? YeV aQd QR. LRRkiQg caUefXll\, Ze ZRXld
RbVeUYe WhaW hiV ZRUk Pa\ leaYe aQ iPSUeVViRQ RQ hiP, VR WhaW
WUaceV Rf iW caQ be VeeQ iQ hiV life RXWVide Whe facWRU\. AQd \eW, if WhiV
PaQ WhiQkV RQl\ Rf hiV ZRUk, if hiV ZRUk aQd hiV SRViWiRQ aV a
ZRUkeU deWeUPiQe hiP ZheQ he iV RXWVide Whe facWRU\, he iV QRWhiQg
PRUe WhaQ aQ RbVeVViYe ZhR haV beeQ PeQWall\ ¶alieQaWed·, WhaW iV,



XQleVV he iV a SURdXcWiRQ acWiYiVW ZhR fUeel\ aQd YRlXQWaUil\ aVVXPeV
UeVSRQVibiliW\ fRU Whe alieQaWiRQ Rf labRXU iQ iWV eQWiUeW\ (Zhich iQ
RQe VeQVe ZRXld diValieQaWe hiP, bXW iQ aQRWheU ZRXld alieQaWe hiP
PRUe cRPSleWel\ WhaQ aQ\RQe elVe!). MRUe RfWeQ WhaQ QRW WhiV
ZRUkeU Zill haYe QeedV, deViUeV RU ¶cUaYiQgV·, deWeUPiQed iQ SaUW b\
Whe aPRXQW Rf eQeUg\ he e[SeQdV, hiV Vkill aV a cUafWVPaQ, hiV
TXaliɹcaWiRQV aQd hiV lRYe Rf hiV ZRUk, bXW Zhich caQQRW be
dedXced fURP WheP. TheVe QeedV aQd cUaYiQgV Zill be iQɻXeQced b\
hiV SaVW aQd hiV PePRU\, hiV RUigiQV (a ceUWaiQ cRXQWU\, a ceUWaiQ
SURYiQce, a ceUWaiQ WRZQ). GeQeUall\ he haV a faPil\, he haV a
ceUWaiQ Za\ Rf liYiQg RXW Whe liQk beWZeeQ hiV ZRUk aQd hiV faPil\
life, aQd beWZeeQ Whe laWWeU aQd Whe hRXUV he deYRWeV WR leiVXUe.
WhaW dReV he ZaQW? WhaW aUe hiV SUefeUeQceV? WhaW iV he lRRkiQg
fRU iQ Whe gaPeV he Sla\V, iQ Whe ɹlPV he ZaWcheV (XQleVV he caQQRW
VWaQd Sla\iQg gaPeV aQd gRiQg WR Whe ciQePa)? WRUk iV QRW eQRXgh
eiWheU WR deWeUPiQe WhiV PaQ·V life iQ iWV eQWiUeW\ RU WR deɹQe ZhaW
Whe eYeU\da\ iV WR hiP. NRU caQ WhiV eYeU\da\ UealiW\ be deɹQed b\
aQ aUiWhPeWical calcXlaWiRQ: ZRUk + faPil\ life + leiVXUe. He iV RQe
hXPaQ beiQg, Whe VaPe eYeU\da\ beiQg ZhR diYideV hiPVelf
beWZeeQ WheVe WhUee VecWRUV aQd XQdeUgReV WheVe ShaVeV. He iV Whe
VaPe aQd QRW cRPSleWel\ Whe VaPe. He keeSV gRiQg WhURXgh UifWV aQd
VeSaUaWiRQV, iQ Whe diYided (alieQaWed) ZhRleQeVV Rf hiV SURleWaUiaQ
cRQdiWiRQ. GeQeUall\, becaXVe he iV a SURleWaUiaQ aQd VRlidl\ baVed
iQ Whe eYeU\da\, a PaQ like WhiV Zill QRW allRZ hiPVelf WR be caUUied
aZa\ b\ diVVRciaWiRQ. EYeQ if he haV a YaUieW\ Rf aWWiWXdeV (iQ Whe
facWRU\, ZiWh hiV fUieQdV, ZiWh hiV WUadeV XQiRQ cRlleagXeV RU iQ Whe
cafp, ZiWh hiV faPil\, Sla\iQg gaPeV RU aW Whe ciQePa, RQ hRlida\,
eWc.) he dReV QRW haYe a YaUieW\ Rf SeUVRQaliWieV, VeYeUal ¶Pe·V. He
PaiQWaiQV a VWXUd\ ZhRleQeVV, aQ iQdiYidXal ZhRleQeVV, bRWh iQ hiV
eYeU\da\ life, iQ Whe gURXS (Whe ZRUkiQg claVV) aQd iQ VRcieW\ aV a
ZhRle. If Ze cRXld ZaWch hiP aW ZRUk, Ze ZRXld dRXbWleVV SeUceiYe
iQ hiV PaQQeUiVPV aQd aWWiWXdeV (WRZaUdV hiV VXSeUiRUV, hiV SeeUV
aQd hiV iQfeUiRUV) aQ echR Rf ZhaW he ¶iV· ZheQ he iV QRW aW ZRUk ²
aQd Yice YeUVa. ThiV iV becaXVe iQ WhaW ¶VXbVWaQce· RU ¶PaWWeU· Zhich
iV QeiWheU VXbVWaQce QRU PaWWeU aV Whe WeUPV aUe XVXall\ XQdeUVWRRd,
i.e., iQ Whe eYeU\da\, eYeU\ VecWRU cURVV-UefeUV WR aQRWheU.



WhaW WhiV SURYideV iV Whe UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ Rf a kiQd Rf UaQge RU
VSecWUXP Rf ViWXaWiRQV, lRcaWed beWZeeQ WZR SRleV Zhich aUe QRW
abVRlXWel\ cRQɻicWiQg RU VeSaUaWed: aW RQe eQd, RU UaWheU XnderneaWh,
PeQ aQd ZRPeQ iPPeUVed iQ Whe eYeU\da\ aQd VXbPeUged b\ iW; aW
Whe RWheU eQd, RU UaWheU aboYe, PeQ aQd ZRPeQ ZhR haYe QR VeQVe
Rf Whe eYeU\da\, deWached, e[WeUQal, deYRWed WR e[ceSWiRQal RU
aUWiɹcial acWiYiWieV, iQWegUaWed iQWR gURXSiQgV VeW XS abRYe VRcieW\,
¶VRcieW\· SeRSle, ¶SXUe· iQWellecWXalV, VWaWeVPeQ, eWc.

OQ Whe lRZeVW leYel, Ze caQ deVcUibe aQ eYeU\da\ life Rf Whe
SeRSle, bXW iQ Whe kQRZledge WhaW WR RYeUePShaVi]e iW ZRXld be WR
becRPe WRR abVRUbed iQ Whe VRUdid aVSecWV Rf life. IQ Whe eYeU\da\
e[SeUieQce Rf Whe SeRSle (RU aV iW iV XVXall\ XQdeUVWRRd, iQ Whe ¶lRZeU
deSWhV·) c\clic WiPe VcaleV aQd Uh\WhPV SUedRPiQaWe, bXW bURkeQ XS,
fUagPeQWed, eYiVceUaWed VR WR VSeak (bXW WR aQ XQeYeQ degUee
accRUdiQg WR VRcial gURXS). IQ Whe ¶XSSeU VSheUe· (aV iW iV XVXall\
XQdeUVWRRd) liQeaU WiPe VcaleV SUedRPiQaWe, SRiQWiQg iQ a ViQgle
diUecWiRQ, bXW diVcRQQecWed fURP RQe aQRWheU.

IQ Whe ¶lRZeU deSWhV·, WiPe aQd VSace aUe liPiWed, aQd WheVe liPiWV
PXVW be eQdXUed; aQd \eW iQdiYidXalV aQd gURXSV haYe aQ
eQYiURQPeQW; Whe\ ɹQd VRPeWhiQg cRPSacW aQd (UelaWiYel\) VRlid
aURXQd WheP aQd XQdeU WheiU feeW. IW iV a ]RQe Rf VZeaW\, VXʃRcaWiQg
heaW, Rf iQWiPac\, ZheUe Whe WePSeUaWXUe PaiQWaiQV aQ RUgaQic
ZaUPWh. FRU WhRVe ZhR haYe PaQaged WR eVcaSe fURP iW, WhiV ]RQe iV
SaiQfXl, eYeQ XQbeaUable. ThRVe ZhR gR RQ liYiQg ZiWhiQ iW dR QRW
Ueall\ XQdeUVWaQd iW, aQd caQQRW iPagiQe aQ\ alWeUQaWiYe WR iW.

IQ Whe ¶XSSeU VSheUe·, VSace aQd WiPe gURZ laUgeU aQd ZideU: Whe\
RSeQ RXW iQdeɹQiWel\ iQ Whe ic\ aiU Rf higheU UealPV. Like URckeWV
gRiQg XS iQ a VhRZeU Rf VSaUkV, acWiYiWieV UXQ Whe UiVk Rf
diViQWegUaWiQg aQd diVaSSeaUiQg.

IQ Whe ¶lRZeU deSWhV·, SeRSle aQd UelaWiRQVhiSV gUaYiWaWe aURXQd
V\PbRlV, Whe geQeUal PeaQiQg Rf Zhich Whe\ dR QRW XQdeUVWaQd,
SeUceiYiQg WheP RQl\ aV giYeQ UealiWieV: Whe faWheU aQd Whe PRWheU,
Whe VXQ, Whe eaUWh, Whe elePeQWV. Each V\PbRl acWV aV aQ aʃecWiYe
aQd RUgaQic QXcleXV. IW iV QRW aQ iQQaWe aUcheW\Se fURP Whe deSWhV Rf
WiPe RU beiQg, QRU iV iW a P\Wh RU VRPe RbVcXUe e[iVWeQWialiVW PaWUi[.
IW iV a SeUceSWible aQd SeUceiYed UealiW\, Whe ceQWUe Rf a c\cle aQd a



VRciR-cRVPic Uh\WhP: Whe QXcleXV Rf faPil\ life, Whe ceQWUe Rf Whe
acWiYiW\ Rf Whe gURXS WhURXghRXW Whe da\, Whe Zeek RU Whe \eaU.

IQ Whe ¶XSSeU VSheUe·, SeRSle PRYe aQd acW aPid fRUPal aQd
cRQYeQWiRQal abVWUacWiRQV, RU PRUe SUeciVel\, aPid VigQV aQd VigQalV.
The\ haYe becRPe diVWaQced fURP Whe YiWaliW\ aQd VSRQWaQeiW\ Rf
V\PbRlV. IQ RUdeU WR Zield SRZeU RYeU QaWXUe (fRU WhePVelYeV, RU
PRUe RfWeQ WhaQ QRW fRU RWheUV) Whe\ liYe WhURXgh aQWiQaWXUe. ThXV
Whe TXeVW fRU SRZeU cRQWaiQV iWV RZQ ZeakQeVV, aQd ZeakQeVV
cRQWaiQV a ceUWaiQ SRZeU.

IQ Whe ¶lRZeU deSWhV·, SeRSle aUe Zeak bXW WeQaciRXV, like life
iWVelf. IQ PRUe ePSiUical WeUPV, i.e., iQ WeUPV Rf a deVcUiSWiRQ Rf
SUa[iV, Whe\ liYe iQVide a QaUURZ WiPe Vcale, ZiWh QR XQdeUVWaQdiQg
Rf ZhaW WiPe iV, QRW becaXVe Whe\ aUe VWXSid, bXW becaXVe Whe\ aUe
XQaZaUe aQd SRZeUleVV. The\ dR QRW XQdeUVWaQd WiPe (becaXVe Whe\
aUe iPPeUVed iQ iW). The\ haYe liWWle RU QR faPil\ hiVWRU\ RU fRlklRUe.
TheiU RUigiQV aUe lRVW iQ Whe fRg; iW iV aPa]iQg ZheQ faPil\ PePRUieV
gR back eYeQ aV faU aV WR gUaQdSaUeQWV. MRUeRYeU, aV UegaUdV Whe
fXWXUe, acWXal ZageV aQd Whe Za\ Whe\ aUe Said UeVWUicW Whe Uh\WhP
Rf fRUZaUd SlaQQiQg. WiWh hiUe SXUchaVe, fRUZaUd SlaQQiQg becRPeV
eVVeQWial, aQd iQ UeVWUicWed ciUcXPVWaQceV VXch aV WheVe, PRVW SeRSle
ɹQd iW RYeUZhelPiQgl\ diɽcXlW WR accXVWRP WhePVelYeV WR Whe
UaWiRQal aQd abVWUacW kiQd Rf WiPe iPSlied b\ PRQe\ aQd cUediW.
The\ lie aZake WhiQkiQg abRXW iW. All Whe\ ZaQW iV WR geW iW RYeU
ZiWh. ThiV abVWUacW aQd lRQg-WeUP liQeaU WiPe eQdV XS diVUXSWiQg
WheiU Uh\WhPV. AV fRU ZRUk iQ Whe ¶lRZeU deSWhV·, eYeU\RQe kQRZV
WhaW iW iV bRWh fUagPeQWed aQd QRW YeU\ VSeciali]ed. IQ Whe PaUgiQ Rf
Whe ¶lRZeU deSWhV· Ze ɹQd ceUWaiQ jRbV Zhich aUe geQeUall\ UeVeUYed
fRU ZRPeQ, QRW RQl\ ¶iQ Whe hRXVe·, bXW iQ bXViQeVVeV aQd RɽceV:
cleaQiQg, baVic QRQ-WechQical UeSaiUV, aQ eQdleVV UeVSRQVe WR Whe
SeUPaQeQW SURceVV Rf eURViRQ, VRiliQg, ZeaUiQg RXW aQd agiQg Zhich
all WhaW iV XVed RU haV life PXVW VXʃeU. Like all ZRUk, iW UePaiQV
iPSlicaWed iQ c\cleV (da\V, ZeekV, PRQWhV). AlWhRXgh iW iV eVVeQWial,
iW iV QRW cXPXlaWiYe, aQd ZhaW liQkV iW haV ZiWh accXPXlaWiRQ aUe
RQl\ iQdiUecW aQd b\ Whe back dRRU, VR WR VSeak.

IQ Whe ¶lRZeU deSWhV·, c\clic WiPe iV WakeQ XS iQ VaWiVf\iQg baVic
QeedV aQd baVic WaVkV Zhich aUe WhePVelYeV gRYeUQed b\ c\cleV. Like



WiPe, UelaWiYe VRcial VSace (¶eʃecWiYe VcRSe·, aV Whe APeUicaQ
VRciRlRgiVW La]aUVfeld SXWV iW), QaPel\ hRXViQg aQd eQYiURQPeQW, iV
giYeQ RYeU WR baVic cRQceUQV. EYeU\ da\, eYeU\ Zeek, Whe VaPe
SlaceV, Whe VaPe aiPV, Whe VaPe iWiQeUaUieV. PeRSle haYe YeU\ feZ
¶UelaWiRQVhiSV· RU ¶kQRZ· feZ SeRSle RXWVide WhiV VSace. The\ aUe
aQRQ\PRXV ZiWhiQ WheiU RZQ liYeV (Zhich e[SlaiQV Whe SaVViRQaWe
iQWeUeVW iQ Whe WUiYial QeZV iWeP, WhaW ¶SRRU PaQ·V WUaged\·23 iQ
Zhich deVWiQ\ iV UeYealed, V\PbRlV aUe UecRQVWiWXWed aQd aQRQ\PiW\
iV RYeUcRPe iQ aQ eʃRUW WR Ueach Whe gUeaW lighW Rf VRcial da\). ThiV
VXʃRcaWiQg VWaWe Rf aʃaiUV haV iWV cRPSeQVaWiRQ: Whe YiWaliW\ aQd
diUecW, iPPediaWe chaUacWeU Rf Whe ¶liYed·, a VRUW Rf iUUefXWable
cRQcUeWeQeVV.

IQ Whe ¶XSSeU VSheUe·, WheUe iV PXch PRUe adYeQWXUe, PRUe
RSeQiQgV, PRUe Sla\; bXW SeRSle aUe alZa\V iQ daQgeU Rf lRViQg
WhePVelYeV, VRPe iQ abVWUacWiRQ, RWheUV iQ aUWiɹcialiW\, aQd RWheUV iQ
SRiQWleVV VXbWleW\ aQd UeɹQePeQW.

ThXV, aQd gUadXall\, Ze aUe eVWabliVhiQg Whe eYeU\da\ WR be a
leYel (iQ Whe Za\ Ze Walk Rf Vea leYel aQd gURXQd leYel).
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More obserYaWions and objecWions from philosophers

¶Well WheQ, Zh\ QRW aWWePSW a SheQRPeQRlRg\ Rf ZhaW iV liYed
VRciall\ iQ Whe LebensZelW, a deVcUiSWiRQ Rf VSace aQd VRcial WiPe iQ
hXPaQ, iQWeUVXbjecWiYe e[SeUieQce? HRZeYeU, iW·V VWill QRW cleaU.
Take Pe fRU e[aPSle, I·P a ShilRVRSheU aQd a WeacheU, aQd I giYe
P\ ShilRVRSh\ lecWXUeV RQ a UegXlaU baViV. WheUe iQ \RXU RSiQiRQ
dReV Whe eYeU\da\ VWaUW aQd ɹQiVh fRU Pe? IVQ·W P\ acWiYiW\ eQWiUel\
deWeUPiQed b\ VRPeWhiQg elVe, hiVWRU\ Rf WhRXghW, Va\, Whe hiVWRU\ Rf
RXU VRcieW\, iQVWiWXWiRQV, Whe XQiYeUViW\, WeachiQg V\llabXVeV, eWc.?·

Repl\



¶LeW Pe Wake \RXU TXeVWiRQV RQe aW a WiPe. IQ Whe ɹUVW Slace, Whe
deVcUiSWiRQ Ze aUe WU\iQg WR Pake heUe iPSlieV aQ aQal\ViV Zhich iV
QRW Ueall\ cRPSaWible ZiWh deVcUiSWiYe aQd SXUel\ SheQRPeQRlRgical
PeWhRd. We aUe UePRYiQg fURP pra[is WhRVe acWiYiWieV Zhich aUe
aSSaUeQWl\ iWV PRVW cRQcUeWe aQd SRViWiYe: Whe VR-called higheU
acWiYiWieV. We aUe SURceediQg Yia abVWUacWiRQ, XViQg aQal\ViV RQ Whe
SlaQe Rf Whe iPagiQaU\, becaXVe Whe RSeUaWiRQ UeTXiUeV a kiQd Rf
iPagiQaWiRQ if iW iV WR delYe iQWR Whe hiddeQ life Rf YiVible aQd
WaQgible hXPaQ beiQgV. The UeVXlW Pa\ WheUefRUe appear abVWUacW,
ɹcWiWiRXV aQd QegaWiYe. WhaW Ze aUe aUgXiQg heUe iV WhaW VXch aQ
abVWUacWiRQ iV legiWiPaWe aQd Zell fRXQded, becaXVe iW UeacheV
VRPeWhiQg Zhich SV\chRlRgical RU VRciRlRgical eYideQce dReV QRW
UeYeal RU Pake iPPediaWel\ aSSaUeQW. OXU WheViV iV WhaW Whe QegaWiYe
iV alVR SRViWiYe, aQd WhaW iW iV QRW a bad WhiQg WR RYeUcRPe Whe
VeSaUaWiRQ beWZeeQ Whe SRViWiYe aQd Whe QegaWiYe, beWZeeQ
deVcUiSWiRQ aQd iPagiQaWiRQ, beWZeeQ XQdeUVWaQdiQg aQd aQal\ViV.
IQ WhiV Za\ WhRXghW becRPeV dialecWical b\ Whe YeU\ acW Rf WhiQkiQg.
PheQRPeQRlRg\, dR I heaU \RX Va\? YeV aQd QR. IQ Whe ɹUVW Slace,
QR, fRU Whe UeaVRQV I haYe jXVW giYeQ. AQd fRU RWheU UeaVRQV. HRZ caQ
Ze deVcUibe aQd XQdeUVWaQd aQ\WhiQg if Ze Pake QR aWWePSW WR
e[SlaiQ iW? AQd QR, becaXVe if Ze aUe UeYalidaWiQg Whe cRQceSW
(Zhich iV aV QegaWiYe aV iW iV SRViWiYe) Ze dR VR ZiWh a ceUWaiQ
hiVWRUiciW\. AQd QR, becaXVe iW iV alVR a PaWWeU Rf chaQgiQg WhiQgV,
aQd Ze aUe proposing chaQge b\ dePRQVWUaWiQg ZhaW iV caSable Rf
beiQg chaQged. CUiWiTXe iV iQheUeQW WR RXU ´PRQVWUaWiRQµ: cUiWiTXe Rf
ZhaW iV ´abRYeµ b\ ZhaW iV ´XQdeUQeaWhµ aQd cUiWiTXe Rf ZhaW iV
XQdeUQeaWh b\ ZhaW iV abRYe.

AQd \eW, WR a ceUWaiQ e[WeQW, \es, iW iV SheQRPeQRlRg\, becaXVe iW
ceUWaiQl\ iV a TXeVWiRQ Rf Whe ´liYedµ. YeV, ViQce ZhaWeYeU iV WRWal,
ZhaWeYeU iV ´PediaWedµ aQd ´reɻecWedµ WhURXgh Whe PXlWiSliciW\ Rf
PediaWiRQV, WhURXgh cXlWXUe aQd WhURXgh laQgXage, PXVW alVR WXUQ
back WR Whe XQPediaWed iQ RUdeU WR dePRQVWUaWe iWVelf, WR RʃeU iWVelf
aQd becRPe aSSaUeQW. ObjecWV, geVWXUeV, da\-WR-da\ ZRUdV ² Whe\ all
ePbRd\ WRWaliW\, iQ a Ueal bXW fUagPeQWed Za\: RQ WheiU respecWiYe
leYels. The\ aUe SaUWiall\ be\RQd iW, aQd \eW Whe\ aUe a SaUW Rf iW. If
WhiV ZeUe QRW VR, WheUe ZRXld be QR PediaWiRQ, QR QRQ-PediaWiRQ,



QRWhiQg bXW SeUPaQeQW WRWaliW\ deYRid Rf aQ\ Ueal iQQeU diʃfeUeQceV,
aQd all Whe PRUe iPSRUWaQWl\, deYRid Rf cRQWUadicWiRQV. TR VXP XS ²
XViQg \RXU YRcabXlaU\, MU PhilRVRSheU ² Whe WRWal becRPeV a
SheQRPeQRQ. IW e[SUeVVeV iWVelf iQ fUagPeQWed acWiRQV, iQ geVWXUeV,
iQ RbjecWV, Zhich aUe iQcRQceiYable ZiWhRXW iW, bXW Zhich aUe QRW
deɹQed accRUdiQg WR iW, ViQce Whe\ haYe WheiU RZQ, VSeciɹc UealiW\:
RQ Whe leYel Rf Whe eYeU\da\. AQd QRZ, P\ deaU ShilRVRSheU, allRZ
Pe WR iQfRUP \RX WhaW \RXU acWiYiW\ ² WeachiQg ShilRVRSh\ ² iV bRWh
eYeU\da\ aQd QRQ-eYeU\da\. IQ VR faU aV iW iV aQ e[ceSWiRQal acWiYiW\,
a PediaWiRQ, a jRXUQe\ iQWR Whe SXUel\ abVWUacW aQd cRQceSWXal,
ShilRVRSh\ iV cRQVWUXcWed abRYe Whe eYeU\da\, eYeQ ZheQ iW
PediWaWeV RQ life aQd Whe cRQcUeWe. IQ VR faU aV iW iV a VRcial acWiYiW\,
iQWegUaWed ZiWhiQ VWUXcWXUed gURXSV, ZiWh WheiU PRdelV, WheiU QRUPV
aQd WheiU VRcial URleV, VXch aV Whe ShilRVRSh\ lecWXUe, Whe l\cpe, Whe
WRZQ, Whe XQiYeUViW\, iW eQWeUV iQWR Whe eYeU\da\. All Whe PRUe VR
becaXVe \RX WRR ´eaUQ \RXU liYiQgµ b\ WeachiQg ShilRVRSh\. BXW
ZhaW life dR \RX eaUQ? IW caQQRW be UedXced ViPSl\ WR ShilRVRSh\
iWVelf, ViPSl\ WR Whe UighW WR PediWaWe! AW leaVW, fRU \RXU Vake, I hRSe
QRW! IQ aQ\ caVe I WhiQk WhaW like all hXPaQ acWiYiWieV, \RXUV caQ be
e[aPiQed RQ VeYeUal leYels: RQ Whe biological and ph\siological leYel
(ZhaW \RX eaW, Whe aPRXQW Rf calRUieV \RX Qeed WR UecRXS \RXU
VWUeQgWh), RQ Whe ps\chological leYel (\RXU SeUVRQal UelaWiRQVhiSV
ZiWh Whe VWXdeQWV \RX Weach, fRU e[aPSle), aQd RQ Whe economic leYel
(\RXU ValaU\, \RXU e[SeQVeV, eWc.). TakiQg Whe cRQWeQW Rf a ViQgle
acWiYiW\ cRQVideUed RQ YaUiRXV leYelV, aQd XViQg a VSeciɹc SaUW Rf
WhaW cRQWeQW, WhRXghW caQ eVWabliVh a YiUWXall\ XQliPiWed QXPbeU Rf
VeWV (Rf facWV aQd cRQceSWV). If Ze abVWUacW WheP RXW, ZhaW iV lefW?
The eYeU\da\ ´liYedµ, dRXbl\ deWeUPiQed aV Whe residXal deposiW aQd
aV Whe prodXcW Rf all Whe VeWV cRQVideUed (aQd WhXV, iQ iWV Za\, a WoWal
SheQRPeQRQ, WhaW iV, a leYel iQ WRWaliW\, aQd RQ iWV RZQ leYel, a
WRWaliW\.
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LeW XV SaXVe a PRPeQW WR cRQVideU WhiV QeZ deWeUPiQaWiRQ. IV Whe
eYeU\da\ a UeVidXal deSRViW? We PXVW be cleaU abRXW WhiV. TheUe iV
iQ eʃecW a UeVidXal aVSecW WR Whe eYeU\da\, ViQce iW caQ be deɹQed b\
abVWUacWiRQ RU b\ a VeUieV Rf abVWUacWiRQV. IW cRXld alZa\V becRPe
UedXced aQd diVaSSeaU. LeW Pe giYe \RX aQ e[aPSle. Take dUeaU\
aQd UeSeWiWiYe acWiYiWieV VXch aV cleaQiQg aQd UeSaiUiQg. TR dR aZa\
ZiWh Whe Qeed fRU cleaQiQg (b\ XViQg PaWeUialV Zhich dR QRW SURdXce
diUW, WhXV eUadicaWiQg dXVW aQd VPRke) ZRXld be WR UedXce Whe
eYeU\da\ aQd WR lifW iW XS PeWhRdicall\ WR Whe leYel ZheUe WechQiTXeV
RSeUaWe. ThiV ZRXld iQdeed be aQ RbjecWiYe: Whe PeWaPRUShRViV Rf
Whe eYeU\da\, Zhich iQ RXU RSiQiRQ iPSlieV a SlaQ aQd a SRlic\.
HRZeYeU, WhiV UeVidXal deSRViW iV iUUedXcible. WeUe Ze WR VXSSUeVV iW
ZRXld Ze QRW aQQihilaWe ´beiQgµ? The VWXd\ Rf eYeU\da\ life dReV
QRW fRcXV VRlel\ RQ ´VXUYiYalVµ iQ Whe VRciRlRgical PeaQiQg Rf Whe
WeUP. OQe PighW jXVW aV Zell cRQVideU biRlRgical aQd Sh\ViRlRgical
QeedV aQd deViUeV aV VXUYiYalV fURP SUiPiWiYe PaQ! LeW XV VXSSRVe
WhaW iQ Whe QRW-WRR-diVWaQW fXWXUe hXPaQ cellV Zill be cUeaWed
aUWiɹciall\ (Zhich iV SeUfecWl\ cRQceiYable) aQd giYeQ cRQVciRXVQeVV.
ThiV PaQ-Pade hXPaQ beiQg Zill VWill haYe YiWal Uh\WhPV, QeedV
Zhich aUe VaWiVɹed RQl\ WR becRPe QeedV RQce PRUe, deViUeV Zhich
Pa\ RU Pa\ QRW be fXlɹlled, Zhich cRPe WR aQ eQd aQd aUe bRUQ
agaiQ. ThiV ´beiQgµ Zill Rbe\ ceUWaiQ laZV Rf ´beiQgµ Zhich fRU a
ShilRVRSheU aUe UelaWed WR Whe SURfRXQd liQk beWZeeQ Whe QRQ-ɹQiWe
aQd Whe ɹQiWe, WR Whe ɹQiWeQeVV Rf Whe e[SUeVViRQV Rf QRQ-ɹQiWe
beiQg. ThiV cUeaWed ´beiQgµ Zill VWill cRQWaiQ aQ XQcRQWURlled VecWRU
aQd a cRQWURlled VecWRU, aQd WhXV iW Zill alVR iPSl\ a SURblePaWic Rf
eYeU\da\ life, a SeUSeWXal cRQfURQWaWiRQ beWZeeQ ePSRZeUPeQW aQd
SRZeUleVVQeVV. IW Zill e[SeUieQce aQ iQQeU VWUXggle WR appropriaWe life,
a VWUXggle agaiQVW ZhaWeYeU disappropriaWes iW (ZhaWeYeU diVWRUWV iW,
degUadeV iW RU killV iW). CaQ Ze Va\ WheVe aUe VXUYiYalV? YeV aQd QR.
TheUe caQ be QR ´VXUYiYalVµ ZiWhRXW a Ueal ´baVeµ. TR WhiV YagXe
idea Rf VXUYiYal Ze ZRXld SUefeU Whe PXch PRUe cRQcUeWe idea Rf
XneYen deYelopmenW. IQ RXU hiVWRU\, Whe XQeYeQ deYelRSPeQW Rf
VecWRUV iV alVR a cRQVeTXeQce Rf hiVWRU\. IQdeed, iQ XQeYeQ
deYelRSPeQW Whe eYeU\da\ deɹQeV iWVelf aV ZhaW lags behind hiVWRU\,



bXW QRW aV ZhaW elXdes hiVWRU\, eYeQWV, deYelRSPeQW aQd hXPaQ
SRZeU. IQ hiVWRU\, iQ deYelRSPeQW, Whe eYeU\da\ iV alVR a prodXcW.

The cRQceSW Rf Whe eYeU\da\ caQ WheUefRUe QRW be deɹQed aV a
kiQd Rf e[iVWeQWial illXViRQ: Whe illXViRQ iQ Zhich Ze (VRcial PaQ hic
eW nXnc) aSSeaU aQd belieYe Ze caQ gUaVS ZhaW Ze aUe, iQ Zhich Ze
Vee RXUVelYeV fURP a ceUWaiQ SeUVSecWiYe ZiWhRXW kQRZiQg Whe
UeaVRQV aQd Whe caXVeV, ZiWhRXW XQdeUVWaQdiQg hiVWRU\ aQd
RQWRlRgical WUXWh. TUaSSed aW Whe ceQWUe Rf a kiQd Rf falVe
cRQVciRXVQeVV RU SeUPaQeQW bad faiWh, Ze WU\ WR eYade WheP: iQ a
ZRUd, iW iV iQaXWheQWiciW\. NR. M\ deaU ShilRVRSheU, Whe leYel Rf Whe
eYer\da\ iV QRW Whe illXViRQ Rf a falVe cRQVciRXVQeVV. ´HRZ dR Ze
liYe?µ ThiV TXeVWiRQ dReV QRW VWeP fURP igQRUaQce, aQd PRUeRYeU
Whe SURbleP caQQRW be UeVRlYed b\ kQRZledge aQd kQRZledge alRQe,
QRU b\ laQgXage RU lRgRV alRQe¬«·
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ThiV VSecWUXP aQal\ViV, Zhich SlaceV hXPaQ UealiW\ beWZeeQ WZR
SRleV, iV QRW PeUel\ VRciRlRgical. IW alVR iQYRlYeV Whe SV\chRlRgical.
IQ RXU RSiQiRQ, Whe SV\chRlRgical iV alVR a leYel. If iW caQ be RSeQed
XS WR kQRZledge, iW Zill SUeVeQW iWVelf aV a WRWaliW\ Zhich
eQcRPSaVVeV hiVWRUical aQd VRcial deWeUPiQaWiRQV. UQdeUVWRRd iQ Whe
cRQWe[W Rf a ZideU ɹeld, iW iV aV WhRXgh Whe SV\chRlRgical ZeUe
eQcRPSaVVed b\ Whe VRciRlRgical.

The VWXd\ Rf eYeU\da\ life UeacheV la\eUV deeS iQVide Whe ¶VRcial
iQdiYidXal·, i.e., a QRQ-iVRlaWed cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd a QRQ-VeSaUaWed
SV\che.24

FirsW la\er: UeViVWaQW, e[WeUQal, PRUShRlRgical, a kiQd Rf PePbUaQe
WhURXgh Zhich Whe RVPRVeV beWZeeQ ¶Whe iQdiYidXal· aQd ¶VRcieW\·
RccXU. The iQdiYidXal UejecWV XQcRPfRUWable TXeVWiRQV. He eYadeV
SURblePV. He cRQɹQeV hiPVelf WR baQaliWieV, WR Whe acceSWed QRUPV
Rf WUiYial cRPPXQicaWiRQ aQd behaYiRXU. He iV aW RQe aQd Whe VaPe
WiPe VhXW iQVide hiPVelf aQd bRUiQgl\ VRcial. The RXWVide PakeV hiP
feel e[WUePel\ XQcRPfRUWable. IW iV Whe VXSeUɹcial cRQWe[W iQ Zhich
Whe iQdiYidXal ¶adaSWV· WR Whe diʃeUeQW VRcial ¶ciUcleV· WhURXgh Zhich



he WUaYelV iQ Whe VXcceVViYe ShaVeV Rf SUacWical life. BXW WhiV
SeUiSheUal VWUaWXP iV alVR ZheUe VRcial (liQeaU) WiPe VcaleV aQd Whe
geVWXUeV Rf iQdXVWUial aQd WechQRlRgical labRXU gUafW WhePVelYeV, iQ
VR faU aV Whe\ haYe QRW beeQ acWiYel\ adRSWed b\ Whe iQdiYidXal aQd
aUe QRW Whe cRQVeTXeQce Rf a VWURQgeU iQWeUeVW, WhaW iV, iQ VR faU aV
Whe\ UePaiQ abVWUacW. AQd \eW, iQ RQe VeQVe, WhiV e[WeUQal VSheUe iV
alVR WR a ceUWaiQ e[WeQW Whe PRVW iQWeUQal VSheUe Rf all. IW PakeV
deciViRQV: iW iV heUe WhaW deciViRQV aUe Pade.

Second la\er: a YagXe diVcRPfRUW WUiggeUV YiRleQW UeacWiRQV aQd
UeYealiQg WXUQV Rf ShUaVe (RfWeQ iQ aQ aggUeVViYe Za\): ¶WhaW a life!
Wh\ RQ eaUWh dR Ze SXW XS ZiWh all WhiV?·

PURblePV ePeUge, aQd TXeVWiRQV, aQd Whe iQdiYidXal UeSlieV ZiWh
fXPbliQg aQd diVjRiQWed aQVZeUV XViQg Whe PRdelV, Whe QRUPV, Whe
YalXeV aQd Whe hieUaUchic aWWiWXdeV aQd behaYiRXU SaWWeUQV Rf
ZhaWeYeU gURXSV he haV chRVeQ WR ideQWif\ ZiWh. AQd ZiWhiQ WheVe
SURblePV Uead\-fRUPed chRiceV ePeUge, PRUe RU leVV cRQVciRXVl\
(aQd Zhich cRQVeTXeQWl\, aV Zill becRPe cleaUeU aW a laWeU VWage,
echR Whe RSiQiRQV Rf WheVe YaUiRXV gURXSV, iPSl\iQg iQYRlYePeQW iQ
WheiU acWiYiW\ aQd acceSWaQce Rf WheiU WacWicV aQd VWUaWegieV).

Third la\er: FiQall\ a deeSeU VSheUe iV UeYealed, aQ aʃecWiYe
QXcleXV (ZiWh iWV RZQ chaUacWeUiVWic WRQaliW\). IW iV Whe VSheUe Rf QRQ-
adaSWiRQ, Rf YagXe UejecWiRQV aQd XQUecRgQi]ed YRidV, Rf heViWaWiRQV
aQd PiVXQdeUVWaQdiQgV. WheQ Ze Ueach WhiV VSheUe, Ze diVcRYeU Whe
dUaPaWic ViWXaWiRQ Rf Whe iQdiYidXal iQ VRcieW\. UVXall\, hRZeYeU, all
Whe dUaPa iV UePRYed. UQbekQRZQ WR Whe iQdiYidXal hiPVelf, iW iV
VPRWheUed b\ WUiYialiWieV, ePSWied Rf all e[SUeVViYiW\ Zhich PighW be
cRPSURPiViQg, aQd eYeQ PRUe, Rf all l\UiciVP aQd UheWRUic. IQ WhiV
VSheUe Rf VecUec\, Whe VecUeW iWVelf iV VPRWheUed WR Whe SRiQW Rf
becRPiQg XQUecRgQi]able, aQd iW iV geQeUall\ a SeWW\ liWWle VecUeW,
iQYRlYiQg a delibeUaWe RU iPSRVed chRice aQd a PXWilaWiRQ. ThiV iV
ZheUe Whe SURceVV Rf alieQaWiRQ aQd diValieQaWiRQ, Rf fXlɹlPeQW aQd
iQcRPSleWeQeVV, Rf (SaUWial) VaWiVfacWiRQ aQd (SaUWial) diVVaWiVfacWiRQ
XQfRldV. ThiV iV Whe VSheUe fURP Zhich VSUiQg Whe SURjecWV, Whe half-
dUeaPV, Whe liWWle eYeU\da\ PiUacleV Zhich hRURVcRSeV aQd
SUedicWiRQV UeZRUk aQd ePbelliVh. IW iV alVR Whe VSheUe ZheUe ZhaW iV
SRVVible aQd ZhaW iV iPSRVVible fRU Whe iQdiYidXal cRQfURQW each



RWheU. IW iV Whe PRVW iQWeUQal VSheUe, aQd \eW, iQ RQe VeQVe, iW iV Whe
PRVW e[WeUQal RQe, Whe VSheUe ZheUe Whe hiVWRU\ Rf Whe iQdiYidXal
UeYealV iWVelf iQ Whe hiVWRU\ Rf VRcieW\.

IW iV eVVeQWial WR QRWe WhaW RQ eYeU\ ¶leYel·, iQ eYeU\ ¶VSheUe· aQd iQ
eYeU\ ¶la\eU· Ze diVcRYeU VRcial represenWaWions Zhich aUe like
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV Rf VRcieW\: QRUPV, PRdelV, YalXeV, cRllecWiYe aQd
iPSeUaWiYe fRUPV Rf cRQdXcW, UXleV aQd fRUPV Rf cRQWURl, iQ VhRUW
ZhaW iV PeaQW UaWheU YagXel\ b\ Whe WeUPV ¶ideRlRg\·, ¶cXlWXUe·,
¶kQRZledge·, eWc. A VhaUSeU aQal\ViV ZRXld UeTXiUe XV WR diVWiQgXiVh
Whe diʃeUeQW VWageV aW Zhich WheVe e[WeUQal/iQWeUQal elePeQWV aUe
adRSWed, aUe aVViPilaWed aQd eʃecWiYel\ fXQcWiRQ. The PRVW
SURfRXQd aQd PRVW eʃecWiYe VWage iV ZheUe s\mbols aUe acWiYe
(SeUceiYed QRW aV VXch, bXW UaWheU aV YiWal UealiWieV Zhich
cRQVeTXeQWl\ caQQRW be deɹQed aV ¶UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV·).

WhaW iV Whe geQeUal fXQcWiRQ Rf WheVe UeSUeVeQWaWiRQal elePeQWV?
FRU beWWeU RU fRU ZRUVe, Whe\ gXaUaQWee Whe UeciSURcal adjXVWPeQW Rf
QeedV aQd deViUeV, Rf deViUeV aQd ideaV, Rf c\clic WiPe VcaleV aQd
liQeaU WiPe VcaleV, iQ VhRUW, Rf Whe aVSecWV aQd la\eUV Rf Whe VRcial
iQdiYidXal. The\ aUe Whe eTXiYaleQW Rf Whe UegXlaWiRQV b\ Zhich a
(UelaWiYe) VWabiliW\ iV PaiQWaiQed ZiWhiQ Whe VRcial eQWiW\, bXW aW Whe
heaUW Rf Whe SV\che. The\ QRUPali]e Whe iQdiYidXal aQd iPSRVe a
PiQiPXP aPRXQW Rf cRheViRQ aQd cRheUeQce iQ hiV eYeU\da\ life.
The\ cRPSeQVaWe fRU SUiYaWiRQV, cRQceal fUXVWUaWiRQV, hiQdeU
dePaQdV aQd deYiaQceV. NR VSRQWaQeRXV RU PechaQical Velf-
UegXlaWiRQ WakeV Slace iQ Whe cRQVciRXVQeVV. TheUe iV QR feedback WR
gXaUaQWee balaQce. ThiV URle iV Sla\ed b\ represenWaWions aW Whe heaUW
Rf Whe cRQVciRXV beiQg, Whe VRcial iQdiYidXal, aQd QRW b\ SURceVVeV Rf
VWabili]aWiRQ. ThXV, aPRQg Whe cRQɻicWV Whe\ cRQceal aQd WR Zhich
Whe\ RʃeU SVeXdR-VRlXWiRQV, cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life UeYealV Whe
eTXiYRcal aQd aPbigXRXV UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV b\ Zhich V\PbRlV aUe
XQdeUSiQQed aQd eQciUcled.

RaWheU RSWiPiVWicall\, Hegel belieYed he had diVcRYeUed a s\sWem
of needs ² a kiQd Rf VXbVWaQce Rf ciYil VRcieW\ ² iQ Whe liQkV beWZeeQ
Whe iQdiYidXal aQd Whe VRcial. WhaW Ze haYe diVcRYeUed aUe PRUe
like V\VWePV Rf represenWaWions. The\ aUe YeU\ UelaWiYe aQd, deVSiWe
WheiU WeQaciW\, UaWheU fUagile, bXW Whe\ gXaUaQWee Whe eYeU\da\ aQ



aPRXQW Rf VWabiliW\ eYeQ iQ iWV PRPeQWV Rf diVaSSRiQWPeQW aQd
dUaPa.

(TheVe aQal\Wical cRQVideUaWiRQV cRUUeVSRQd WR ePSiUicall\
RbVeUYable facWV, WR ¶caVeV· aQd ¶ViWXaWiRQV· Zhich caQ be claVViɹed,
WhXV PakiQg VSace fRU a W\SRlRg\. AV aQ e[aPSle, Ze cRXld Wake
WhRVe SeRSle ZhR aVVXPe WaVkV aQd UeVSRQVibiliWieV iQ RUdeU WR
diVgXiVe Whe ePSWiQeVV aQd eQQXi Rf WheiU eYeU\da\ liYeV: ZhR ZaQW
a laUge faPil\ VR aV WR giYe WheiU liYeV a PeaQiQg; ZhR ¶haYe
aPbiWiRQV· faU be\RQd WheiU RZQ e[iVWeQceV aQd WheiU iPPediaWe
aVVRciaWeV, eWc.).
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We aUe PRYiQg clRVeU WR a deWailed aQd SUeciVe deɹQiWiRQ Rf
eYeU\da\ life. NRZ WhaW Ze haYe ViWXaWed iW aW iWV RZQ leYel, aQd
lRRkiQg aW iW PRUe clRVel\, Ze caQ RbVeUYe WhaW iW cRQWaiQV leYelV Rf
iWV RZQ, la\eUV, degUeeV, VWageV. ReciSURciW\, iQWeUacWiRQ, Whe
hieUaUch\ Rf WheVe leYelV aQd degUeeV, all deSeQd iQ SaUW (bXW RQl\ iQ
SaUW) RQ aSSURach, SRiQW Rf YieZ aQd SeUVSecWiYe.

HRZ caQ Ze Walk abRXW all WhiV ZiWhRXW UeVRUWiQg WR YeUbal aUWiɹce,
RU WR WhaW iQdeWeUPiQiVP Zhich deVWUR\V eYeU\ VWUXcWXUe, eYeU\
UegXlaUiW\ aQd eYeU\ laZ? BecaXVe ¶ZhaW iV PRVW e[WeUQal iV alVR
ZhaW iV PRVW iQWeUQal· aQd Yice YeUVa. ThiV VWaWePeQW fRUPXlaWeV a
laZ. ¶CRPPRQSlaceV· aUe WR be fRXQd bRWh iQ Whe SeUiSheUal la\eU Rf
Whe iQdiYidXal aQd iQ hiV aʃecWiYe QXcleXV. He haV a liPiWed aQd
VXbjecWiYe SeUceSWiRQ Rf Whe cRQdiWiRQed UeVSRQVeV WR VWiPXli b\
Zhich VRcieW\ adaSWV hiP, ZilliQgl\ RU b\ fRUce, WR e[WeUQal
cRQdiWiRQV ² aQd a liPiWed aQd VXbjecWiYe SeUceSWiRQ Rf Whe
V\PbRliVPV Zhich UiVe XS fURP Whe deSWhV ZiWhiQ hiP. FRU hiP,
cRQdiWiRQiQg aQd V\PbRlV, e[WeUQal RU iQWeUQal cRQVWUaiQWV, aUe all
Pi[ed XS WRgeWheU. We, hRZeYeU, aUe dUaZiQg diVWiQcWiRQV beWZeeQ
Whe YaUiRXV la\eUV aQd VSheUeV.

FiUVW Ze SeUceiYe Whe VWUXggle agaiQVW WiPe Zhich WakeV Slace
ZiWhiQ WiPe, aV Zell aV Whe cRQɻicW beWZeeQ Whe ViPXlWaQeRXV
¶WePSRUaliWieV· Rf Whe iQdiYidXal ² VRcial beiQg in oXr (iQdXVWUial)



socieW\. LaggiQg behiQd WhaW VRcieW\, Whe RSSRViWe Rf all WhaW iV
PagQiɹceQW aQd ɻRXUiVhiQg, eYeU\da\ life cRQViVWV Rf a VeW Rf baVic
¶fXQcWiRQV· fURP Zhich Whe VR-called higheU fXQcWiRQV ePeUge. ThXV
iW eQcRPSaVVeV Whe immediaWe and naWXral forms of necessiW\ (QeedV,
c\clic WiPe VcaleV, aʃecWiYe aQd YiWal VSRQWaQeiW\) aV Zell aV Whe
VeedV Rf Whe acWiYiW\ b\ Zhich WhRVe fRUPV aUe cRQWURlled
(abVWUacWiRQ, UeaVRQ, liQeaU WiPe). Ne[W iW eQcRPSaVVeV Whe UegiRQ
ZheUe RbjecWV aQd gRRdV aUe cRQWiQXall\ appropriaWed, ZheUe deViUeV
aUe elabRUaWed fURP QeedV, aQd ZheUe ¶gRRdV· aQd deViUeV
cRUUeVSRQd. ThiV iV a ]RQe Rf cRQfURQWaWiRQ beWZeeQ Whe QeceVVaU\
aQd Whe UaQdRP, Whe SRVVible aQd Whe iPSRVVible, ZhaW haV beeQ
aSSURSUiaWed aQd ZhaW haV QRW, aQd ePSiUical gRRd lXck aQd bad
lXck. IQ WhiV ]RQe, bURadeQiQg ZhaW iV SRVVible iV QRW aQ eʃRUWleVV
WaVk. WiWh iWV UegiRQV Rf fXlɹlPeQW aQd XQfXlɹlPeQW, Rf eʃecWiYe aQd
SRVVeVVed (aSSURSUiaWed) jR\V aQd lack Rf jR\V, iW iV Whe UealP Rf Whe
dialecWic beWZeeQ ¶alieQaWiRQ· aQd ¶diValieQaWiRQ·.

FiQall\, Ze haYe diVceUQed a WhiUd leYel RU degUee. OQ Whe RQe
haQd WhiV WhiUd leYel caQ be cRQVideUed WR be XQPediaWed aQd
ePSiUicall\ giYeQ, aQd caQ be VWXdied iQ WeUPV Rf ¶ideRlRgieV· aQd
¶PRUal YalXeV·. OQ Whe RWheU haQd iW caQ be cRQVideUed aV PediaWiQg
beWZeeQ Whe iQdiYidXal aQd Whe VRcial, aQd, ZiWhiQ aQ iQdiYidXal
cRQVciRXVQeVV, beWZeeQ Whe iQdiYidXal aQd hiV RZQ Velf. IW iV a VeW Rf
SUacWiceV, UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV, QRUPV aQd WechQiTXeV, eVWabliVhed b\
VRcieW\ iWVelf WR UegXlaWe cRQVciRXVQeVV, WR giYe iW VRPe ¶RUdeU·, WR
clRVe Whe e[ceVViYe gaSV beWZeeQ Whe ¶iQVide· aQd Whe ¶RXWVide·, WR
gXaUaQWee aQ aSSUR[iPaWe V\QchURQi]aWiRQ beWZeeQ Whe elePeQWV Rf
VXbjecWiYe life, aQd WR RUgaQi]e aQd PaiQWaiQ cRPSURPiVeV. ThiV
VRcial cRQWURl Rf iQdiYidXal SRVVibiliWieV iV QRW abVRlXWel\ iPSRVed; iW
iV acceSWed, half-iPSRVed, half-YRlXQWaU\, iQ a QeYeU-eQdiQg
aPbigXiW\; WhiV VaPe aPbigXiW\ allRZV Whe iQdiYidXal WR Sla\ ZiWh
Whe cRQWURlV he iPSRVeV ZiWhiQ hiPVelf, WR Pake fXQ Rf WheP, WR
ciUcXPYeQW WheP, aQd WR giYe hiPVelf UXleV aQd UegXlaWiRQV iQ RUdeU
WR diVRbe\ WheP.

HeUe, RQ iWV chRVeQ WeUUiWRU\, cUiWiTXe ɹQdV iWV SRiQWV Rf iPSacW. IW
PRXQWV aQ aWWack RQ gaSV aQd iPbalaQceV (beWZeeQ WePSRUaliWieV,
beWZeeQ Whe ¶baVic· aQd Whe ¶VXSeUiRU·, Whe hiVWRUical aQd Whe SUiYaWe,



Whe VRcial aQd Whe iQdiYidXal). IW SRiQWV RXW Whe gaSV, Whe YacXXPV
aQd Whe diVWaQceV \eW WR be cRYeUed aQd RYeUcRPe. IW cUiWici]eV Whe
URle Rf VRcieW\ aQd Whe URleV VRcieW\ iPSRVeV, Zhich beVWRZ a
SVeXdR-cRheUeQce, a ViPXlaWed adaSWaWiRQ aQd aQ illXVRU\ balaQce WR
Whe ZhRle. IW aWWackV alieQaWiRQ iQ all iWV fRUPV, iQ cXlWXUe, ideRlRg\,
Whe PRUal VSheUe, aQd iQ hXPaQ life be\RQd cXlWXUe, be\RQd
ideRlRg\, be\RQd Whe PRUal VSheUe. CUiWiTXe dePaQdV Whe
diVVRlXWiRQ aQd Whe UeYRlXWiRQaU\ PeWaPRUShRViV Rf Whe eYeU\da\,
b\ UedXciQg iWV diVSaUiWieV aQd WiPe-lagV. B\ dePRQVWUaWiQg
WheRUeWicall\ WhaW Whe eYeU\da\ iV QRW aQ iPPXWable VXbVWaQce, iW haV
alUead\ begXQ WR diVVRlYe iW. FiQall\, iW dePaQdV a WZRfRld
PRYePeQW ZiWhiQ a XQiWaU\ SUa[iV: WhaW Whe eYeU\da\ caWch XS ZiWh
ZhaW iV SRVVible aQd WhaW Whe SURceVVeV Zhich haYe beeQ diVWaQced
fURP iW UeWXUQ aQd UeiQYeVW WhePVelYeV ZiWhiQ iW.

ThiV bURadeQV Whe cUiWical SURgUaPPe SUeVeQWed iQ Whe
iQWURdXcWRU\ VRlXPe I Rf CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life cRQVideUabl\.
TheUe Ze UeVWUicWed RXUVelYeV WR a geQeUali]ed aQd aV \eW abVWUacW
cUiWiTXe Rf alieQaWiRQ iQ geQeUal. We alVR cRQVideUed, bXW UaWheU
YagXel\, a UeciSURcal cUiWiTXe Rf Whe ¶SRViWiYe· Ueal b\ dUeaPV (aQd
Yice YeUVa), Rf Whe liYed b\ Whe iPagiQaU\, b\ aUW aQd b\ Whe eWhical
(aQd Yice YeUVa), iQ VhRUW, cUiWical aQal\ViV Rf Whe ɹcWiYe (QRQ-
SUacWical) WUaQVSRViWiRQV aQd PeWaPRUShRVeV Rf Whe eYeU\da\, iQ
SaUWicXlaU b\ aeVWheWiciVP, ¶YalXeV·, Whe cXlW Rf SeUVRQaliW\ aQd
SeUVRQaliWieV, aQd UiWXalV aQd VXSeUVWiWiRQV, eWc.

OXU SlaQ iV becRPiQg bURadeU iQ VcRSe, aQd cleaUeU.
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LeW XV YieZ RXU VXbjecW iQ aQRWheU lighW. We Zill VWaUW ZiWh a ¶claVVic·
diVWiQcWiRQ iQ geQeUal ShilRVRSh\ aQd PeWhRdRlRg\, Whe diVWiQcWiRQ
beWZeeQ form aQd conWenW. A cRQWeQW caQ RQl\ PaQifeVW iWVelf aQd be
gUaVSed ZiWhiQ a fRUP. WhaW Ze SeUceiYe iV alZa\V Whe XQiW\ Rf fRUP
aQd cRQWeQW, ZiWh Whe UeVXlW WhaW VeYeUal dRcWUiQeV haYe felW able WR
challeQge Whe diVWiQcWiRQ beWZeeQ Whe WZR WeUPV. The WheRUieV Zhich
UejecW WhiV diVWiQcWiRQ alVR UejecW aQ\ kiQd Rf aQal\Wical PeWhRd. IQ



facW, aQal\ViV aQd aQal\ViV alRQe bUeakV WhiV XQiW\. IW abVWUacWV fRUP
aQd cRQVeTXeQWl\ deWeUPiQeV iW SeU Ve. ThRVe ZhR belieYe Whe\ caQ
gUaVS fRUPV SeU Ve, XQPediaWed, aUe jXVW aV eUURQeRXV aV WhRVe ZhR
challeQge Whe cRQceSW Rf fRUPV. AV fRU cRQWeQW, Whe iQWellecWXal acW Rf
aQal\ViV deWeUPiQeV aQd cRQVWUXcWV iW SeU Ve, b\ VeSaUaWiQg iW fURP
fRUP.

IQ Whe cRQWe[W Rf WhiV VWXd\, ZhaW dR Ze PeaQ b\ fRUPV? We PeaQ
ideRlRgieV, iQVWiWXWiRQV, cXlWXUe, laQgXage, aQd cRQVWUXcWed aQd
VWUXcWXUed acWiYiWieV (iQclXdiQg aUW). PUeYiRXVl\ Ze XVed aQal\ViV WR
abVWUacW WheVe fRUPV. WhaW did Ze Va\ ZaV lefW? A VRUW Rf ¶hXPaQ
PaWWeU·, Whe eYeU\da\ ² a VRUW Rf ¶hXPaQ QaWXUe·, bXW ZiWh Whe
SURYiVR WhaW ¶hXPaQ PaWWeU· RU ¶hXPaQ QaWXUe· caQ RQl\ e[iVW
dialecWicall\, iQ Whe eQdleVV cRQɻicW beWZeeQ QaWXUe aQd PaQ,
beWZeeQ PaWWeU aQd Whe WechQiTXeV Zhich Zield SRZeU RYeU iW. ThXV
Ze PXVW deɹQe eYeU\da\ life iQ WZR Za\V: aV a UeVidXal deSRViW aQd
aV a SURdXcW. If iQ RQe VeQVe Whe eYeU\da\ iV UeVidXal, iW alVR
e[SUeVVeV iWVelf aV Whe SURdXcW Rf fRUPV: ZhaW haV beeQ acTXiUed aQd
ZRQ Yia WheVe fRUPV, WheiU hXPaQ iQYeVWPeQW.

ReVXPiQg WhiV aQal\ViV, Ze Zill VWill Vee Whe eYeU\da\ aV dRXbl\
deWeUPiQed, bXW iQ aQRWheU Za\: aW RQe aQd Whe VaPe WiPe aV
Xnformed, aQd aV ZhaW forms conWain.

BiW b\ biW cRQWePSRUaU\ VRciRlRg\ haV diVcRYeUed Whe iPSRUWaQce
Rf Whe XQfRUPed aQd haV UeiQVWaWed VSRQWaQeiW\ aV a VRcial
SheQRPeQRQ. The XQfRUPed VSillV RYeU fURP fRUPV. IW eYadeV WheP.
IW blXUV Whe SUeciViRQ Rf WheiU cRQWRXUV. B\ PaUkiQg WheP ZiWh
eUaVXUeV aQd PaUgiQal aUeaV, iW PakeV WheP iQe[acW. The eYeU\da\ iV
¶WhaW·, a VRPeWhiQg Zhich UeYealV Whe iQabiliW\ Rf fRUPV (iQdiYidXall\
aQd aV a ZhRle) WR gUaVS cRQWeQW, WR iQWegUaWe iW aQd WR e[haXVW iW. IW
iV alVR cRQWeQW, Zhich caQ RQl\ be Vei]ed b\ aQal\ViV, ZheUeaV Whe
XQfRUPed caQ RQl\ be Vei]ed iPPediaWel\ RU iQWXiWiYel\ b\
SaUWiciSaWiQg iQ VSRQWaQeRXV acWiYiW\ RU b\ VWiPXlaWiQg iW.

TR cRQfRUP WR aQ alUead\ eVWabliVhed cXVWRP, aQd Zhile VWUeVViQg
Whe iQcRPSleWe chaUacWeU Rf aQ\ iVRlaWed illXVWUaWiRQ e[WUaSRlaWed
fURP cRQceSWV, leW XV giYe aQ e[aPSle. BXreaXcrac\ WeQdV WR RSeUaWe
fRU aQd b\ iWVelf. B\ eVWabliVhiQg iWVelf aV a ¶V\VWeP·, iW becRPeV iWV
RZQ gRal aQd iWV RZQ eQd; aW Whe VaPe WiPe, iQ a giYeQ VRcieW\, iW



haV Ueal fXQcWiRQV, Zhich iW e[ecXWeV PRUe RU leVV eʃecWiYel\. ThXV iW
PRdiɹeV Whe eYeU\da\, aQd WhiV WRR iV iWV gRal aQd iWV aiP. HRZeYeU,
iW QeYeU VXcceedV iQ ¶RUgaQi]iQg· Whe eYeU\da\ cRPSleWel\; VRPeWhiQg
alZa\V eVcaSeV iW, aV bXUeaXcUaWV WhePVelYeV UXefXll\ adPiW. The
eYeU\da\ SURWeVWV; iW UebelV iQ Whe QaPe Rf iQQXPeUable SaUWicXlaU
caVeV aQd XQfRUVeeQ ViWXaWiRQV. Be\RQd Whe ]RQe bXUeaXcUac\ caQ
Ueach, RU, UaWheU, iQ iWV PaUgiQV, Whe XQfRUPed aQd Whe VSRQWaQeRXV
liYe RQ. TheUe iV VRPeWhiQg WeQaciRXVl\ UeViVWaQW ZiWhiQ WhiV
RUgaQi]ed RU SRVVibl\ RYeURUgaQi]ed VSheUe, Zhich PakeV fRUP
adaSW aQd PRdif\. FRUP eiWheU failV RU iPSURYeV; aQd WhiV iV hRZ iW
PaQageV WR gR RQ liYiQg. The ¶d\VfXQcWiRQV· VWXdied b\ ceUWaiQ
VRciRlRgiVWV aUe UePaUkable iQ WhaW Whe\ VWiPXlaWe fXQcWiRQV aQd
fXQcWiRQaUieV alike. The\ VeW WheP a PXlWiSliciW\ Rf SURblePV Zhich
SUeYeQW WheP fURP gRiQg URXQd iQ ciUcleV, aQd fURP VeWWiQg XS a
SeUfecW fRUP aQd a YiciRXV ciUcle. ThXV, iQ VR faU aV iW iV bRWh
XQfRUPed aQd a cRQWeQW, Whe eYeU\da\ ¶cRQWaiQV· aQ RQgRiQg cUiWiTXe
Rf bXUeaXcUaWic fRUP aQd iWV eʃecWiYeQeVV. All WhaW iV UeTXiUed iV WR
ViQgle WhiV RQgRiQg cUiWiTXe RXW¬«

IQ WhiV Za\ Ze caQ geW a beWWeU gUaVS Rf Whe dRXble diPeQViRQ Rf
Whe eYeU\da\: SlaWiWXde aQd SURfRXQdQeVV, baQaliW\ aQd dUaPa. IQ
RQe UeVSecW eYeU\da\ life iV QRWhiQg bXW WUiYialiW\ RU aQ
accXPXlaWiRQ Rf cRPPRQSlaceV. OQl\ WhRVe ¶lRfW\· acWiYiWieV Zhich
abVWUacWiRQ VeWV WR RQe Vide SRVVeVV bUeadWh aQd eleYaWiRQ. IQ RWheU
ZRUdV, Whe\ alRQe aUe SURfRXQd. AQd \eW iW iV iQ Whe eYeU\da\ WhaW
hXPaQ dUaPaV UaYel aQd XQUaYel, RU UePaiQ XQUaYelled. IW iV ¶WheUe·
WhaW YeUiWable SURfRXQdQeVV VhiQeV WhURXgh aQd Whe TXeVWiRQ Rf
aXWheQWiciW\ iV SRVed, RU, SeUhaSV, Whe TXeVWiRQ Rf YXlgaUiW\ aQd QRQ-
YXlgaUiW\. The eYeU\da\ iV QeiWheU Whe iQaXWheQWic SeU Ve, QRU Whe
aXWheQWicall\ aQd SRViWiYel\ ¶Ueal·. WheQ a feeliQg RU a SaVViRQ
aYRidV beiQg WUied aQd WeVWed b\ Whe eYeU\da\, iW dePRQVWUaWeV iSVR
facWR iWV iQaXWheQWiciW\. AlWhRXgh Whe dUaPa Rf lRYe Pa\ Zell cRQViVW
iQ iW beiQg ¶VPaVhed agaiQVW eYeU\da\ life·, iQ Whe ZRUdV Rf
MaiakRYVk\, Whe bRaW PXVW bUaYe Whe cXUUeQW RU VWa\ aW iWV PRRUiQgV.
ThiV WeVW RbligeV VXbjecWiYe feeliQg WR WUaQVPXWe iWVelf iQWR
ZillSRZeU, iQ RUdeU WR cRQfURQW VRPeWhiQg fRU Zhich iW iV QRW
UeVSRQVible. TakeQ iQ iVRlaWiRQ, failXUe iV jXVW aV lackiQg iQ



aXWheQWiciW\. SRRQeU RU laWeU all feeliQgV, SaVViRQV aQd iQWeQWiRQV
cRPe face WR face ZiWh WheiU RZQ liPiWV. The\ fail, PakiQg fXWXUe
eQdeaYRXUV iPSRVVible, bXW WhiV iQ iWVelf SURYeV QRWhiQg. OQl\ Whe
hiVWRU\ Rf feeliQgV RU ZillSRZeU, RQl\ Whe eYeQWV Whe\ iQciWe RU
aVVXPe UeVSRQVibiliW\ fRU, RQl\ WheiU cRQfURQWaWiRQ ZiWh ZhaW iV ¶Ueal·
ZiWhiQ ¶Whe Ueal·, dePRQVWUaWe aQ\WhiQg. IQ Whe QaUUaWiYe Rf eYeU\
eQdeaYRXU, ZhaW cRXQWV iV Whe cRPbiQaWiRQ Rf failXUe aQd ZhaW haV
beeQ ZRQ SUiRU WR failXUe, UaWheU WhaQ failXUe SeU Ve. AQ eYeQW haV
XQfRlded; iW haV WakeQ WiPe; iW haV WakeQ iWV WiPe. TiPe RccXSied b\
Whe RQZaUd PRYePeQW Rf aQ eYeQW ² failXUe ² RQ a ZiQdiQg SaWh
WhURXgh Whe PXUk\ WhickQeVV Rf eYeU\da\ life, WhaW iV ZhaW cRXQWV.
PeUhaSV WhiV iV ZhaW cUeaWeV Whe ¶QRYeliVWic·. The TXaliW\ Rf a failXUe
iV PRUe VigQiɹcaQW WhaQ Whe facW Rf haYiQg failed. TheUefRUe, if
eYeU\WhiQg iQ Whe eYeU\da\ eQdV iQ failXUe, ViQce eYeU\WhiQg cRPeV
WR aQ eQd, Whe PeaQiQgV diʃeU. CRXld QRW VXcceVVeV VRPeWiPeV be
Whe ZRUVW failXUeV? AQd VRPeWiPeV failXUe caQ giYe biUWh WR iWV RZQ
PeaQiQg, WR iWV iQYeVWPeQW iQ Whe eYeU\da\, WR ZhaW caQ be leaUQW
fURP Whe dUaPa, aQd WR ZhaW Zill VXUYiYe iW.

IQ Whe eYeU\da\, SlaWiWXde aQd SURfXQdiW\ dR QRW cRe[iVW
SeacefXll\. The\ ɹghW biWWeUl\ WheUe. SRPeWiPeV SURfXQdiW\ aQd
beaXW\ caQ be bRUQ fURP a SRRUl\ deWeUPiQed aQd XQe[SecWed
cRPbiQaWiRQ: aQ eQcRXQWeU. LaWeU RQ, WhiV chaQce eYeQW VeePV
deVeUYed, SeUhaSV eYeQ SUedeWeUPiQed. OQce SURfXQdiW\ aQd beaXW\
aUe liYed (aQd QRW ViPSl\ ga]ed aW RU VeeQ aV a VSecWacle) Whe\
becRPe momenWs, cRPbiQaWiRQV Zhich PaUYellRXVl\ RYeUWXUQ
VWUXcWXUeV eVWabliVhed iQ Whe eYeU\da\, UeSlaciQg WheP b\ RWheU
VWUXcWXUeV, XQfRUeVeeQ RQeV, aQd fXll\ aXWheQWic.

WheQ Ze Walk abRXW ¶VRcieW\/iQdiYidXal·, ¶Qeed/deViUe·,
¶aSSURSUiaWiRQ/SleaVXUe· aV WhRXgh Whe\ ZeUe XQiWV, Ze VhRXld Wake
caUe QeYeU WR be PiVled b\ Whe Za\ Whe lRgic Rf cRheUeQW diVcRXUVe
XVeV WheVe ZRUdV. TheVe XQiWV aUe alZa\V cRQɻicWXal, aQd WhXV
alZa\V dialecWical aQd iQ PRYePeQW. IQ Whe eYeU\da\, ZheQ Whe
¶hXPaQ beiQg· cRQfURQWV ZiWhiQ iWVelf Whe VRcial aQd Whe iQdiYidXal
WhURXgh Whe WeVW Rf SURblePV aQd cRQWUadicWiRQV Zhich haYe beeQ
PRUe RU leVV UeVRlYed, iW becRPeV a ¶SeUVRQ·. WhaW dReV WhiV PeaQ?
IQ RXU YieZ, a clRXd Rf SRVVibiliWieV, gUadXall\ YaSRUi]ed b\ chRiceV



² b\ acWiRQV ² XQWil iW iV e[haXVWed aQd cRPeV WR aQ eQd: XQWil deaWh
ɹQiVheV iW Rʃ. IW iV QRW aQ XQWURXbled VceQaUiR PakiQg iWV Za\
WRZaUdV a fRUeVeeQ cRQclXViRQ, bXW UaWheU a dUaPa, Whe dUaPa Rf
SeUVRQali]aWiRQ iQ VRcieW\, Whe dUaPa Rf iQdiYidXali]aWiRQ. IQ WhiV
dUaPa, deaWh iV Whe RQl\ cRQclXViRQ Ze caQ fRUeVee, becaXVe iW iV
QeceVVaU\, aQd iW cRPeV RQl\ iQ XQfRUeVeeQ ciUcXPVWaQceV Zhich
deSeQd RQ Whe QaUUaWiYe iQ iWV eQWiUeW\.

IQ Whe eYeU\da\, alieQaWiRQV, feWiVhiVPV aQd UeiɹcaWiRQV (deUiYiQg
fURP PRQe\ aQd cRPPRdiWieV) all haYe WheiU YaUiRXV eʃecWV. AW Whe
VaPe WiPe, ZheQ (XS WR a ceUWaiQ SRiQW) eYeU\da\ QeedV becRPe
deViUeV, Whe\ cRPe acURVV gRRdV aQd aSSURSUiaWe WheP. TheUefRUe
cUiWical VWXd\ Rf eYeU\da\ life Zill UeYeal Whe fRllRZiQg cRQɻicW:
Pa[iPXP alieQaWiRQ aQd UelaWiYe diValieQaWiRQ. NRW aV gRRdV aQd
RbjecWV WR aSSURSUiaWe, bXW aV RbjecWV Rf SURSeUW\, WhiQgV alieQaWe
aQd eYeQ Ueif\ hXPaQ acWiYiWieV aQd liYiQg PeQ.25 BXW iQ Whe liQk
beWZeeQ SleaVXUe aQd RbjecWV aV gRRdV, Whe UeiɹcaWiRQ eQgeQdeUed
b\ WheVe YeU\ WhiQgV WeQdV WR bUeak XS. IW cRPeV XS agaiQVW a hRVWile
fRUce. The WheRU\ Rf alieQaWiRQ aQd UeiɹcaWiRQ PXVW Wake WhiV
dialecWic iQWR accRXQW if iW iV QRW WR laSVe iQWR WhaW VSecXlaWiYe fRUP
Rf UeiɹcaWiRQ kQRZQ aV dRgPaWiVP. There is a ¶Zorld· of objecWs, bXW iW
iV alVR a hXPaQ ZRUld, aQ aUea Rf deViUeV aQd gRRdV, aQ aUea Rf
SRVVibiliWieV, aQd QRW ViPSl\ a ¶ZRUld· Rf iQeUW WhiQgV.

IQ cRPPRQSlace VSeech, Whe ZRUdV ¶gRRd lXck· aQd ¶bad lXck·
Pake aQ aUbiWUaU\ cRQQecWiRQ beWZeeQ Whe UeVXlWV Rf UaQdRPQeVV iQ
VRcieW\ aQd UaQdRPQeVV iQ QaWXUe. The\ alVR cRQfXVe QeceVViW\
Zhich haV beeQ PiVXQdeUVWRRd RU VXbjecWiYel\ XQUecRgQi]ed ZiWh
ZhaW iV RbjecWiYel\ UaQdRP. SXch-aQd-VXch aQ iQdiYidXal iV XQlXck\
becaXVe hiV healWh iV SRRU RU becaXVe WheUe haYe beeQ SiWfallV iQ hiV
caUeeU. BeWWeU h\gieQe, RU a Pedical bUeakWhURXgh, ZRXld haYe
VSaUed hiP hiV healWh SURblePV, aQd iPSURYed VRcial RUgaQi]aWiRQ
ZRXld giYe WhiV iQdiYidXal a beWWeU chaQce, eWc. HRZeYeU, Ze kQRZ
RQl\ WRR Zell WhaW Whe SRZeU VRcial PaQ ZieldV RYeU PaWeUial QaWXUe
aQd Whe SRZeU iQdiYidXal PaQ ZieldV RYeU VRcial UealiW\ aUe QRW Whe
VaPe WhiQg. FaU fURP iW. EYeU\da\ life iV alVR Whe UealP Rf Whe
cRQfURQWaWiRQV aQd diVWaQceV Zhich Whe ZRUdV ¶gRRd lXck· aQd ¶bad
lXck· VXPPaUi]e iQ a QaiYe dialecWic.



The UealP Rf UaQdRPQeVV aQd alieQaWiRQ caQ be UedXced. BXW caQ
iW diVaSSeaU? IW ZRXld RQl\ diVaSSeaU if WechQRlRg\ ZeUe WR gaiQ
cRPSleWe SRZeU RYeU PaWeUial QaWXUe, aQd Whe UaQdRP ZeUe
eliPiQaWed fURP Whe VRcial. HeUe, aV eYeU, Whe ¶UeVidXal deSRViW·
caQQRW be deePed WR be UedXcible. IWV diVaSSeaUaQce, Zhich ZRXld
giYe Whe QRQ-ɹQiWe a liPiW (aV abVRlXWe leaUQiQg giYeV a liPiW WR Whe
QRQ-ɹQiWeQeVV Rf UelaWiYe kQRZledge), iV QRW eYeQ deViUable. IQ VR faU
aV Ze caQ cRQceiYe iW, iW ZRXld RQl\ cRPe abRXW WhURXgh VRcial
RYeURUgaQi]aWiRQ aQd a WeUUif\iQg iQWeUYeQWiRQ b\ iQfRUPaWiRQ
WechQRlRg\.

IQ Whe PeaQWiPe, a VRcial failXUe caQ VigQif\ SRViWiYe TXaliWieV
(iQdeSeQdeQW WhiQkiQg, cUiWical iQWelligeQce, UebelliRQ). A biRlRgical
PiVfRUWXQe caQ haYe haSS\ cRQVeTXeQceV: a child ZiWh defecWV iQ
RQe aUea Pa\ cRPSeQVaWe b\ SRVVeVViQg e[ceSWiRQal TXaliWieV iQ
aQRWheU. IQ Whe SV\che WRR, deYelRSPeQW iV XQeYeQ. If Ze Pake a
feWiVh Rf Whe WRWal, iW caQ be deYaVWaWiQg fRU ¶beiQg·, ViQce Ze aUe
XQdeUeVWiPaWiQg Whe SlXUaliW\ Rf Whe VecWRUV ZiWhiQ Whe conɹgXraWion
Zhich ViWXaWeV RU UaWheU cRQVWiWXWeV eYeU\da\ life. NRZ aQd agaiQ Ze
Zill Qeed WR la\ baUe a ceUWaiQ QefaUiRXV SedagRgic illXViRQ, aQd iQ
dRiQg VR Ze Zill be able WR WR highlighW Whe SaUW Sla\ed b\ edXcaWiRQ
aQd iWV iPSRUWaQce iQ eYeU\da\ life. ThiV illXViRQ iV WZRfRld: RQ Whe
RQe haQd, a feWiVhiVP Rf Whe SaUWial, aQd WhXV Rf Whe fUagPeQWaU\ aQd
Whe VSeciali]ed, aQ acceSWaQce Rf fUagPeQWaWiRQ aQd a diVPiVVal Rf
WRWaliW\; RQ Whe RWheU haQd, a feWiVhiVP Rf Whe WRWal, aQ eTXali]iQg Rf
diʃeUeQceV, a VXSeUɹcial eQc\clRSediVP, aQd a belief iQ Whe
cRPSleWe PaVWeU\ Rf SedagRg\ aQd hXPaQ kQRZledge RYeU ¶hXPaQ
QaWXUe·.

TheUe iV a Piddle Za\ beWZeeQ Whe diVPiVVal Rf WRWaliW\ aQd Whe
feWiVhiVP Rf Whe WRWal, aQd cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life caQ helS WR
deɹQe iW.
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IQ \eaUV gRQe b\, ZheQ cRWWage iQdXVWU\, WUadeV aQd gXildV ZeUe VWill
YeU\ iPSRUWaQW, Whe VRcial PaQ par e[cellence, Whe ZRUkeU, ZaV



fRUPed iQ aQd b\ labRXU. IQ WhiV VeQVe, PaQ aV aQ iQdiYidXal beiQg
aQd PaQ aV a VRcial beiQg ZeUe fRUPed alRQg ViPilaU liQeV. IW ZaV a
UelaWiYel\ ViPSle ViWXaWiRQ. EVVeQWiall\, aWWiWXdeV aQd behaYiRXU
SaWWeUQV ¶RXWVide ZRUk· deUiYed PRUe RU leVV diUecWl\ fURP ZRUk
iWVelf. The iQdiYidXal ¶ZaV· WhiV RU WhaW: a PiQeU, a caUSeQWeU, a
VWRQePaVRQ, a WeacheU, eWc. EYeU\da\ life ZaV alPRVW cRPSleWel\
deWeUPiQed b\ SURfeVViRQ. IW cUeaWed Zell-diʃeUeQWiaWed bXW PRUe-RU-
leVV caUicaWXUed hXPaQ W\SeV, VXch aV Hegel·V ¶abVWUacW aQiPalV· RU
Whe VRcial VSecieV iQ Bal]ac·V Compdie hXmaine.

We VhRXld QRWe WhaW WhiV SURceVV haV QRW eQWiUel\ diVaSSeaUed.
CRQVeTXeQWl\ WheUe aUe PaQ\ cRQfXViRQV. UQeYeQ deYelRSPeQW
iQWeUYeQeV heUe aV Zell. WhaW iV QR lRQgeU WUXe iQ Whe ¶PRdeUQi]ed·
VecWRUV Rf iQdXVWU\ UePaiQV WUXe iQ a gUeaW PaQ\ PRUe-RU-leVV
backZaUd VecWRUV.

NRZada\V, iQ Whe adYaQced iQdXVWUial cRXQWUieV, WhiV ViWXaWiRQ
UelaWiYe WR ZRUk aQd ¶RXWVide ZRUk· WeQdV WR be UeYeUVed. TheUe iV a
VhifW iQ Whe fRcXV Rf iQWeUeVW. IW iV Whe aWWiWXde WRZaUdV ZRUk Zhich iV
fRUPed iQ eYeU\da\ life (iQclXdiQg WhRVe leiVXUe acWiYiWieV Zhich
haYe becRPe a SaUW Rf eYeU\da\ life Zhich dR QRW iQYRlYe geWWiQg
aZa\ fURP iW all ² RU aSSaUeQWl\ VR ² ZiWh bUeakV RU hRlida\V), aQd
QRW Yice YeUVa.

TR be PRUe SUeciVe: iQ da\V gRQe b\, ZRUk had a ¶YalXe· iQ Whe
eWhical aV Zell aV ecRQRPic VeQVe Rf Whe WeUP. TheUe ZeUe ZRUk
¶YalXeV·: Whe idea Rf ZRUk Zell dRQe, aQd Rf Whe SURdXcW aV a
SeUVRQal cUeaWiRQ aQd WR a ceUWaiQ e[WeQW RQ a SaU ZiWh Whe RbjecW
cUeaWed b\ a cUafWVPaQ RU aQ aUWiVW, eWc.

WiWh Whe fUagPeQWaU\ diYiViRQ Rf labRXU (aQd ZiWh Whe PaVV iQɻX[
Rf XQVkilled ZRUkeUV aQd PachiQe RSeUaWRUV iQ facWRUieV), WhiV
WUadiWiRQal eWhic haV cUXPbled aZa\. WRUk haV lRVW alPRVW all iWV
aSSeal, aQd all Whe PRUe VR becaXVe iW iV faiUl\ eaV\ WR PRYe fURP
RQe jRb RU cRPSaQ\ WR aQRWheU. WhaW Ze aUe deVcUibiQg heUe iV a
ceUWaiQ SeUiRd iQ ¶iQdXVWUial VRcieW\·, deɹQable b\ ceUWaiQ
chaUacWeUiVWicV aQd b\ ceUWaiQ W\SeV Rf PachiQe, aQd YeU\ bleak iW iV
WRR. SR, fRU Whe ZRUkeU, ZRUk aQd life RXWVide ZRUk haYe VXQk iQWR
Whe VaPe lack Rf iQWeUeVW, a lack Zhich iV SRRUl\ diVgXiVed b\
eQWeUWaiQPeQWV Zhich aUe aV QRiV\ aV Whe\ aUe ePSW\. IQ facW, RXU



VRcieW\ haV QRW cRPSleWel\ ePeUged fURP WhiV SeUiRd (jXVW aV iW haV
QRW cRPSleWel\ ePeUged fURP Whe SeUiRd Zhich SUeceded iW, giYeQ
Whe Za\ SUeYiRXV fRUPV Rf WechQiTXeV aQd RUgaQi]aWiRQ SeUViVW aW Whe
YeU\ heaUW Rf Whe PRVW PRdeUQ fRUPV «).

ReceQW WechQiTXeV, VXch aV aXWRPaWiRQ, call fRU abiliWieV aQd
kQRZledge eYeQ iQ ZRUk Zhich haV becRPe SaVViYe ² alPRVW
abVeQce Rf ZRUk (VXch aV Whe cRQWURl aQd VXSeUYiViRQ Rf PachiQeU\).
TechQiciaQV, ePSlR\eeV aQd RSeUaWiRQV cRe[iVW iQ aQ RUgaQi]aWiRQ
Zhich ZaQWV WR be sWable becaXVe iW iV iQ iWV iQWeUeVW WR be VR. ThiV
SURdXceV QeZ cRQceUQV, VXch aV VWable ePSlR\PeQW aQd WheUefRUe
VWable liYiQg cRQdiWiRQV, RU cUediW faciliWieV giYiQg ZRUkeUV acceVV WR
dXUable cRQVXPeU gRRdV (hRXViQg, hRXVehRld eTXiSPeQW, caUV, eWc).
ObYiRXVl\, WheVe ecRQRPic aQd WechQical dePaQdV giYe UiVe WR a
delibeUaWe SRlic\ aQd aQ ideRlRg\.

TheUefRUe RQe caQ Vee VWable ePSlR\PeQW becRPiQg Whe
SUedRPiQaQW cRQceUQ iQ Whe PRVW adYaQced ZRUkiQg claVV, aW leaVW
fRU a SeUiRd Rf WiPe dXUiQg Zhich a (cRQVciRXV RU XQcRQVciRXV)
RSWiRQ iV WakeQ aQd iWV UeVXlWV aUe fRUWhcRPiQg. FRU iQdeed WheUe iV a
geQXiQe RSWiRQ heUe, Zhich, Ze Pa\ add, iV QRW iUUeYeUVible (RU VR iW
ZRXld VeeP). IQ aQ\ eYeQW, Whe fRcXV Rf iQWeUeVW iV diVSlaced fURP
ZRUk, Zhich iQ WhiV cRQWe[W Ze Wake WR PeaQ Whe XVe Rf a WechQiTXe
aQd a VeW Rf iPSlePeQWV. IW fRcXVeV RQ eYeU\da\ life iQ geQeUal. IW iV
iQ Whe eYeU\da\ RXWVide ZRUk WhaW Whe aWWiWXde WRZaUdV ZRUk iV
fRUPed. WRUk iV QR lRQgeU cRQVideUed aV aQ eQd iQ iWVelf, bXW aV Whe
PeaQV WR aQ eQd. PeRSle ¶eaUQ WheiU liYiQg·. AQd \eW agaiQ Ze aVk
RXUVelYeV: ¶WhaW life dR Ze eaUQ ZheQ Ze eaUQ RXU liYiQg?·

We Vhall Vee, RU UaWheU Ze Vhall ePShaVi]e RQce agaiQ, WhaW Whe
life eaUQed iV ¶priYaWe life·, aQd QRWhiQg bXW ¶priYaWe life· «
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IQ RXU iQiWial SURjecW, Ze SURSRVed WhaW cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life
ZRXld iQclXde aQ aXWocriWiqXe Rf Whe eYeU\da\. IWV SUiQciSal aiP ZaV
WR cRQfURQW ¶Whe Ueal· aQd ¶Whe liYed· ZiWh WheiU UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV,
iQWeUSUeWaWiRQV aQd WUaQVSRViWiRQV (iQ aUW, iQ Whe PRUal dRPaiQ, aQd



iQ ideRlRg\ aQd SRliWicV). FURP WhiV cRPSaUiVRQ ZRXld haYe cRPe a
UeciSURcal cUiWiTXe Rf ¶Whe Ueal· b\ Whe iPagiQaU\, Rf ¶Whe liYed· b\ iWV
WUaQVSRViWiRQV, aQd Rf ZhaW haV beeQ eʃecWiYel\ acTXiUed b\
abVWUacWiRQ. IQ a ViPilaU Za\, RXU ageQda iQclXded Whe cRQfURQWaWiRQ
beWZeeQ priYaWe life (VeeiQg Whe iQdiYidXal aV diVWiQcW fURP Whe VRcial,
bXW ZiWhRXW VeSaUaWiQg hiP fURP VRcieW\) aQd pXblic life (Whe life Rf
Whe ciWi]eQ, hiVWRUical PaQ, VRcial gURXSV aQd Whe SRliWical VWaWe), aQd
UeciSURcal cUiWiTXe Rf WheVe WZR fUagPeQWV Rf WRWaliW\.

We SURSRVed a ViQgle VRlXWiRQ: WhaW SUiYaWe life VhRXld be gUaQWed
acceVV WR cRllecWiYe, VRcial aQd SRliWical life, aQd WhaW iW VhRXld be
allRZed WR SaUWiciSaWe ZiWhiQ iW. IQ RWheU ZRUdV Ze SURSRVed Whe
bUiQgiQg WRgeWheU Rf eYeU\da\ PaQ aQd hiVWRUical PaQ, aQd Whe
SaUWiciSaWiRQ Rf eYeU\da\ PaQ iQ Whe SURblePaWic Rf WRWaliW\ (VRcieW\
aV a ZhRle). IQ WhiV Za\ Whe SRliWical VSheUe Rf Whe VWaWe ZaV UaiVed
WR Whe UaQk Rf VXSUePe aXWhRUiW\. EVVeQWiall\, RXU cUiWiTXe ZaV
diUecWed WRZaUdV ¶SUiYaWe life· Zhich Ze deɹQed aV aQ iPSRYeUiVhed
VecWRU Rf SUa[iV, a backZaUd aQd XQdeUdeYelRSed UegiRQ aW Whe YeU\
heaUW Rf VR-called ¶PRdeUQ·, iQdXVWUial aQd WechQRlRgical VRcieW\, iQ
Whe cRQWe[W Rf caSiWaliVP. We iQWeQded WR deYRWe VeYeUal chaSWeUV WR
Whe VcUXWiQ\ Rf Whe SeWW\ Pagic Rf eYeU\da\ life (habiWXal geVWXUeV
aQd UiWXalV, SURYeUbial e[SUeVViRQV, hRURVcRSeV, ZiWchcUafW,
diabRliVPV), iQWeQdiQg WR eUadicaWe WheP b\ VXbPiWWiQg WheP WR
SUacWical UeaVRQ. CeUWaiQl\, Ze did QRW iQWeQd WR PeUge Whe
iQdiYidXal ZiWh Whe cRllecWiYe aQd Whe SUiYaWe ZiWh Whe VRciRSRliWical,
bXW UaWheU WR UaiVe WheP WR Whe leYel Rf Whe cRllecWiYe aQd Whe
hiVWRUical, aQd WhXV Yia SRliWical cRQVciRXVQeVV WR Whe leYel Rf Whe
SRliWical. A UelaWiYel\ ViPSle WheRU\ Rf alieQaWiRQ aQd diValieQaWiRQ
VeePed WR VaWiVf\ all WheVe UeTXiUePeQWV. BefRUe Whe gUeaW
diValieQaWiRQ Zhich SRliWical UeYRlXWiRQ ZRXld bUiQg abRXW, bXW
SUeSaUiQg fRU iW aQd SURclaiPiQg iW, Whe RSeQiQg XS Rf eYeU\da\ life
WR SXblic life aQd iWV acWiYe SaUWiciSaWiRQ iQ hiVWRU\ aQd SRliWical
acWiRQ ZRXld diValieQaWe eYeU\da\ PaQ aQd QegaWe hiV ¶SUiYaWiRQ·.
FaU fURP diVaSSeaUiQg, Whe eYeU\da\ ZRXld becRPe eQUiched aQd
RUgaQicall\ liQked WR WRWaliW\: WR Whe WRWal PaQ.

TheVe RYeUViPSliɹed h\SRWheVeV beWUa\ed a ceUWaiQ QaiYeW\. AQd
WhiV iV ZheUe ceUWaiQ PRdiɹcaWiRQV haYe WUaQVfRUPed RXU iQiWial



SURjecW. OYeU Whe laVW feZ \eaUV iPSRUWaQW chaQgeV haYe becRPe
aSSaUeQW ZiWhiQ Whe cRQɹgXUaWiRQ Pade XS b\ SUiYaWe life, SRliWical
life, hiVWRU\ aQd WechQRlRg\. HRZ cRXld cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life
leaYe WheP WR RQe Vide? We haYe alUead\ allXded WR WheVe chaQgeV,
iQdicaWiQg WhaW Zhile QRW deVWUR\iQg RXU ageQda, Whe\ iQWURdXce QeZ
elePeQWV. We Zill QRZ VWUeVV Whe iPSRUWaQce Rf WheVe elePeQWV, aQd
deYRWe VRPe WiPe WR e[SlaiQiQg ZhaW Whe\ aUe.

IQ Whe ɹUVW Slace, Whe Pid-WZeQWieWh-ceQWXU\ PaQ ZhR belRQgV WR
aQ ¶adYaQced· VRcieW\ aQd ZhR iV XViQg MaU[iVP aV Whe WheRUeWical
PeaQV Rf XQdeUVWaQdiQg WhaW VRcieW\ Zill ɹQd hiPVelf iQ Whe VaPe
SRViWiRQ aV MaU[ YiV-j-YiV hisWor\. He caQQRW acceSW RU cRQɹUP Whe
hiVWRUical aV a VeUieV Rf eYeQWV aQd SURceVVeV. If he iV QRW a
SURfeVViRQal SRliWiciaQ, aQd if he lRcaWeV hiPVelf iQ Whe VSheUe Rf
kQRZledge, he Zill UefXVe WR aZaUd hiVWRU\ iWV ¶degUee iQ
ShilRVRSh\·. The SRliWiciaQ iV iQYRlYed iQ a VWUaWeg\, aQd ZhaWeYeU
he haV WR Va\ he Va\V iQ Whe cRQWe[W Rf WhiV VWUaWeg\. IQ WeUPV Rf
hiVWRU\ aQd Whe hiVWRUical SaVW Zhich ZeighV XSRQ Whe SUeVeQW da\,
he PXVW ¶VaYe face·. If QRW, he Zill SXW hiV VWUaWeg\ aQd, Rf cRXUVe, hiV
SRliWical caUeeU iQ jeRSaUd\ (becaXVe aQRWheU aQd PRUe eʃecWiYe
SRliWiciaQ ZRXld iPPediaWel\ be fRXQd WR caUU\ RXW Whe WaVk). ThiV
diYRUce beWZeeQ kQRZledge aQd SRliWicV, aQd Whe iQeYiWable UeQeZal
Rf a VRciRlRg\ Rf SRliWicV Zhich deɹQeV SRliWicV aV SRliWicV SeU Ve
UaWheU WhaQ aV Whe VXSUePe VcieQce, SUeVeQW VRPe YeU\ diVWXUbiQg
feaWXUeV. NeYeU PiQd. ThiV iV QRW Whe Slace WR ZRUU\ abRXW WheP. IQ
hiV WiPe MaU[ VXbPiWWed SRliWicV ² eYeQWV, SURceVVeV, WacWicV aQd
VWUaWegieV ² WR a PeUcileVV cUiWical aQal\ViV. SWaUWiQg fURP aQ
RbjecWiYe deWeUPiQaWiRQ Rf Whe VWUeQgWhV aQd Whe SRVVibiliWieV, aQd
aVVeVViQg ZhaW had aQd had QRW beeQ accRPSliVhed, iQ WeUPV Rf
WheVe SRVVibiliWieV, he e[aPiQed Whe deciViRQV, Whe PiVWakeV aQd Whe
failXUeV. He did QRW XVe ViPSliɹed aQd VchePaWi]ed h\SRWheVeV WR
deal ZiWh Whe facWV; he did QRW UecRgQi]e a cRQVWaQW aQd cRheUeQW
¶SURgUeVV· iQ all dRPaiQV, RU a XQilaWeUal deWeUPiQiVP, RU aQ abVRlXWe
QeceVViW\. MaU[ QeYeU cRQVideUed Whe hiVWRUical aV a VeW Rf faiWs
accomplis WR be acceSWed aQd UecRUded glRball\. While diVSXWiQg Whe
abVRlXWe Rf hiVWRU\ aQd SRliWicV (aQd QRWabl\ Hegel·V ShilRVRSh\ Rf



hiVWRU\ aQd Rf Whe VWaWe), he VWXdied ZhaW Ze Zill call drifWs. He dUeZ
PaQ\ leVVRQV fURP Whe diVcUeSaQc\ beWZeeQ iQWeQWiRQV aQd UeVXlWV.

TRda\ Ze PXVW call hiVWRU\ iQWR TXeVWiRQ, eYeQ Whe hiVWRU\ Ze
haYe liYed aQd WR Zhich Ze haYe cRQWUibXWed. ThiV VR-called hiVWRU\
haV QRW \eW VXSeUVeded Whe SUehiVWRU\ Rf PaQkiQd. FURP deciViRQV
aQd acWiRQV, someWhing else VXddeQl\ aSSeaUV, VRPeWhiQg RWheU WhaQ
ZhaW ZaV iQWeQded aQd SlaQQed. AlWhRXgh Ze Pa\ acceSW WhaW
WhURXgh Whe iQWeUYeQWiRQ Rf Whe UeYRlXWiRQaU\ SURleWaUiaW Whe gaS
beWZeeQ Whe SlaQ aQd Whe UeVXlW haV beeQ QaUURZed (alWhRXgh WhiV iV
debaWable), iW haV QRW \eW diVaSSeaUed. FaU fURP iW! MeQ Pake WheiU
RZQ hiVWRU\, bXW QRW iQ Whe Za\ Whe\ ZiVh iW WR be. The\ dR QRW dR
ZhaW Whe\ ZaQW WR dR: Whe\ dR QRW ZaQW ZhaW Whe\ dR. TheUe iV PRUe
WR Whe ¶ZRUld· WhaQ ShilRVRSh\ SUedicWed.

SR ZhaW caQ Ze VXggeVW eYeU\da\ life VhRXld dR WR bUidge Whe gaS
beWZeeQ Whe liYed aQd hiVWRU\? HRZ caQ Ze SeUVXade iW WhaW iWV
PRdel VhRXld be Whe SRliWical VSheUe, Whe VSheUe Zhich iQWeUYeQeV iQ
hiVWRU\ iQ aQ aWWePSW ² iQ Whe beVW caVeV ² WR Pake iW aQd WR diUecW iW
cRQVciRXVl\? The VSliW beWZeeQ SUiYaWe life aQd SRliWical
cRQVciRXVQeVV iV Velf-SeUSeWXaWiQg. The WZR fRUPV Rf cRQVciRXVQeVV
aUe jX[WaSRVed ZheQ iQ facW Whe\ cRXld cRe[iVW. BXW iQ PaQ\ caVeV,
SUiYaWe cRQVciRXVQeVV gaiQV Whe XSSeU haQd RYeU a SRliWical
cRQVciRXVQeVV RbVcXUed aQd VWaUYed aV a UeVXlW Rf Whe UifW beWZeeQ
Whe WZR.

We haYe had WR bUiQg Whe WheRU\ Rf Whe ZiWhering aZa\ of Whe sWaWe
back WR ceQWUe VWage. ThiV eVVeQWial MaU[iVW WheRU\ haV beeQ
RbVcXUed b\ cRQWePSRUaU\ hiVWRU\ (aQd b\ Whe hiVWRU\ Rf MaU[iVP iQ
SaUWicXlaU). IV iW a UWRSia? PURbabl\. IQ facW, QRZheUe iQ Whe PRdeUQ
ZRUld iV WheUe a VWaWe ZiWheUiQg aZa\ WR aQ\ cRQYiQciQg degUee, aQd
WheUe iV QRWhiQg iQ liQe ZiWh Whe SURceVV MaU[ cRQVideUed Whe fXWXUe
Rf hiVWRU\ ZRXld be.26 If WheUe iV aQ\WhiQg UWRSiaQ iQ Whe WheRU\ Rf
Whe ZiWheUiQg aZa\ Rf Whe VWaWe, iW Zill Pake iW eYeQ eaVieU fRU XV WR
dePRQVWUaWe jXVW hRZ UWRSiaQ MaU[·V WhRXghW iV, aQd WR UefXWe
VeYeUal eUURQeRXV aVVeUWiRQV \eW agaiQ, bXW ZiWh PRUe eʃecWiYe
aUgXPeQWV. UWRSia, i.e., a WheRU\ Rf ZhaW iV diVWaQWl\ SRVVible, iV QRW
aQ ¶eVchaWRlRg\·, a WheRU\ WhaW Whe SURceVV Rf becRPiQg PighW be
bURXghW WR aQ eQd. IW iV Whe YeU\ cRQcUeWe aQd SRViWiYe idea Rf a



hiVWRU\ Zhich haV aW laVW beeQ RUieQWaWed, diUecWed aQd PaVWeUed b\
kQRZledge aQd ZillSRZeU. The da\ ZheQ Whe gaS beWZeeQ aiPV aQd
UeVXlWV iV QaUURZed, aQd Whe eQd Rf deVWiQ\ (iQ RWheU ZRUdV Whe eQd
Rf SUehiVWRU\) iV Qigh, Whe ZiWheUiQg aZa\ Rf Whe VWaWe Zill be aW
haQd.

The ZiWheUiQg aZa\ Rf Whe VWaWe RU Whe SUacWical SRVVibiliW\ Rf iW iV
aQ RbjecWiYe SUecRQdiWiRQ fRU Whe UeVRlXWiRQ aQd VXSeUVeVViRQ Rf Whe
UifW beWZeeQ priYaWe life aQd poliWical life (beWZeeQ cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd
SRliWical cRQVciRXVQeVV). The priYaWe Zill RQl\ UiVe WR Whe leYel Rf Whe
pXblic ZheQ Whe SXblic ceaVeV WR Slace iWVelf iQ iQacceVVible aQd
P\VWeUiRXV UealPV, aQd gReV back dRZQ WR Whe SUiYaWe WR PeUge
iWVelf iQ Whe eYeU\da\ RQce PRUe. ThiV SURceVV Rf VXSeUVeVViRQ alVR
Sla\V a SaUW iQ deWeUPiQiQg cRQcUeWe dePRcUac\. DePRcUac\ PXVW
PRYe WRZaUdV Whe ZiWheUiQg aZa\ Rf Whe VWaWe aQd Whe VXSeUVeVViRQ
Rf Whe cRQɻicW beWZeeQ Whe ¶SUiYaWe· aQd Whe ¶SXblic·. If iW dReV QRW, iW
iV PRUibXQd.

SR hRZ caQ Ze SURSRVe WR Whe SUiYaWe cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf Whe
eYeU\da\ PaQ Rf WRda\ WhaW iWV SUacWical aiP VhRXld be WR becRPe
UecRgQi]ed b\ SRliWical aQd hiVWRUical PaQ? IQ VR faU aV WhiV PXWXal
UecRgQiWiRQ PighW SRVVibl\ heal Whe UifW beWZeeQ cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd
SUa[iV, iW UePaiQV aQ abVWUacW ideal: aQ idea, a ¶UWRSia·. IQ VR faU aV
WhiV UecRgQiWiRQ caQ be UedXced WR a ViPSle facW aPRQg RWheU facWV, iW
haV alUead\ beeQ accRPSliVhed. IQ SURSagaQda, Zhich eSiWRPi]eV
VWaWe acWiRQ aQd UeaVRQV Rf VWaWe, ideRlRg\ aQd SRliWical
cRQVciRXVQeVV WaUgeW SUiYaWe cRQVciRXVQeVV. The aiP iV QRW WR ɹll iQ
Whe chaVP aQd WR achieYe fXViRQ WhURXgh VXSeUVeVViRQ. PURSagaQda
leaYeV eYeU\da\ life, cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd SUiYaWe life iQWacW. IW WakeV
WheP aV RbjecWV aQd eYeQ aV ¶WhiQgV·. IW iQViQXaWeV iWVelf iQVide WheP
iQ RUdeU WR VhaSe WheP. IW dReV QRW lifW WheP XS WR Whe leYel Rf Whe
XQiYeUVal. IW ɹghWV ZiWh RWheU ideRlRgieV fRU WheiU SRVVeVViRQ. IV WhiV
iQeYiWable? CeUWaiQl\. IW iV deVWiQ\ Ze aUe dealiQg ZiWh, iQ RWheU
ZRUdV hiVWRUical QeceVViW\ aQd chaQce Zhich haYe beeQ WXUQed iQWR
VWUaWegic QeceVViW\ aQd WacWical calcXlaWiRQ. RecRgQiWiRQ haV RQl\
beeQ XQilaWeUal, aQd XQiW\ haV beeQ achieYed b\ PeaQV Rf cRQfXViRQ.
HeQce a SaUadR[ Zhich Zill UeTXiUe fXUWheU e[aPiQaWiRQ: Whe
iQWeQViɹcaWiRQ Rf ideRlRgieV aW a WiPe ZheQ Whe\ aUe beiQg



diVcUediWed, aQd Whe (PRUe RU leVV deeS RU PRPeQWaU\)
deSRliWici]aWiRQ Rf aQ eYeU\da\ life Zhich iV SURdigiRXVl\ ¶Zell
iQfRUPed· SRliWicall\, aW a WiPe ZheQ SUeVViQg SRliWical SURblePV
dePRQVWUaWe aQ XUgeQc\ Zhich QRbRd\ deQieV.

TheUe iV VRPeWhiQg elVe Zhich acWV eTXall\ aV aQ iQQRYaWiRQ aQd a
deWeUiRUaWiRQ: Whe WechQical elePeQW. IW fRUceV XV WR fRUPXlaWe Whe
fXQdaPeQWal dePaQd Rf Whe eYeU\da\ diʃeUeQWl\ fURP Whe Za\ Ze
did iQ RXU iQiWial SURjecW. IW iV QR lRQgeU a TXeVWiRQ ViPSl\ Rf
caUU\iQg Whe SUiYaWe WR Whe VRcial Yia laQgXage, kQRZledge aQd
cRQceSW ² Rf UaiViQg Whe eYeU\da\ XS WR Whe hiVWRUical aQd WheQ WR Whe
SRliWical. CriWiqXe of eYer\da\ life reqXires a plan, in oWher Zords a
polic\ Zhich Zill raise Whe eYer\da\ Wo Whe leYel made possible b\
Wechnolog\.
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We haYe alUead\ Walked abRXW Whe abRYe idea, bXW iW deVeUYeV aQd
eYeQ dePaQdV fXUWheU e[SlaQaWiRQ, VR leW XV claUif\ iW. AlWhRXgh
WechQRlRg\ haV gRQe YeU\ faU aQd high abRYe Whe eYeU\da\, aQd
cRQWiQXeV WR dR VR, iW haV QRW abaQdRQed WhiV QeglecWed VecWRU WR iWV
RZQ deYiceV. US WR a ceUWaiQ SRiQW Whe eYeU\da\ haV ceaVed WR be
XQdeUdeYelRSed. A Wechnical YacXXm, lRQg Whe chaUacWeUiVWic Rf Whe
eYeU\da\, haV beeQ SaUWiall\ ɹlled iQ. TechQRlRg\ haV iQWURdXced a
hRVW Rf hRXVehRld RbjecWV aQd gadgeWV. ThXV VPall WechQical RbjecWV
haYe becRPe faPiliaU (alWhRXgh PaQ\ hRXVeZiYeV VWill haYe QR
acceVV WR WhiV ¶faPiliaUiW\· aQd SeUViVW iQ UegaUdiQg WechQical
kQRZledge, iQclXdiQg WhaW Rf VPall RbjecWV, aV a PaVcXliQe
aWWUibXWe). IQdiVSXWabl\, Whe XQcRQWURlled VecWRU haV VRPeZhaW
decliQed. CRXld iW be WhaW eYeU\da\ life haV becRPe iQWegUaWed
ZiWhiQ a ¶WechQRlRgical PilieX· RU, WR XVe RXU RZQ WeUPiQRlRg\,
ZiWhiQ Whe cRQWURlled VecWRU RUgaQi]ed iQ accRUdaQce ZiWh iQdXVWUial
WechQRlRg\? CRXld ¶iQdXVWUial VRcieW\· haYe giYeQ iW a cRheUeQW aQd
VSeciɹc VWUXcWXUe, WhXV VeSaUaWiQg iW fURP cRQWacW ZiWh XQcRQWURlled
QaWXUe, RU cRQYeUVel\ allRZiQg iW WR UejRiQ QaWXUe Yia Whe ¶ZRUld· Rf
WechQical RbjecWV aQd PakiQg iW SaUW Rf a VeW Rf d\QaPic balaQceV,



ViPilaU WR Whe feedbackV, hRPeRVWaVeV aQd VcaQQiQgV VWXdied b\
VSecialiVWV iQ aXWRUegXlaWiRQV? NRWhiQg allRZV XV WR cRQɹUP WhiV. IQ
facW, eYeU\WhiQg SURYeV Whe RSSRViWe.27

WiWh Whe iQWURdXcWiRQ Rf Whe WechQical RbjecW ZiWhiQ eYeU\da\ life,
Whe cRQWUaVW beWZeeQ Whe aeVWheWic RbjecW (Zhich Pa\ RU Pa\ QRW be
XVefXl) aQd Whe VWUicWl\ fXQcWiRQal aQd XWiliWaUiaQ WechQical RbjecW haV
beeQ UeYealed iQ a haUVheU lighW. HiWheUWR cRQɹQed WR beiQg SaUW Rf
Whe decRU Rf VRcial life, Whe ¶aeVWheWic/WechQical· RU
¶aUWiVWic/fXQcWiRQal· dichRWRP\ haV eQWeUed iQWR faPiliaUiW\. The
iQdXVWUial aeVWheWic aQd Whe cRPPeQdable eʃRUWV Zhich haYe beeQ
Pade iQ Whe ɹeld Rf iQdXVWUial deVigQ haYe QRW VXcceeded iQ
cRQfeUUiQg aQ aeVWheWic VWaWXV RQ Whe WechQical RbjecW, QRU a
WechQical VWaWXV RQ Whe aeVWheWic RbjecW. The ¶ZRUld Rf RbjecWV· iV
PaUked b\ WhiV dichRWRP\, Zhich claVViɹeV WheP iQ WZR PajRU
caWegRUieV. We caQQRW aYRid Whe facW WhaW e[WUePe RU PRdeUaWe
fXQcWiRQaliVP haV failed WiPe aQd WiPe agaiQ WR e[WUaSRlaWe a SlaVWic
aUW fURP Whe fXQcWiRQal. The facW WhaW aeVWheWic cUeaWiRQ RU
SURdXcWiRQ haV becRPe VaWXUaWed ZiWh WechQRlRg\ aQd abVWUacW
fXQcWiRQaliVP Pake WheVe failXUeV all Whe PRUe aVWRQiVhiQg.

OQl\ SaUWiall\ WechQici]ed, eYeU\da\ life haV QRW cUeaWed iWV RZQ
VSeciɹc VW\le RU Uh\WhP. UQcRQQecWed RbjecWV (YacXXP cleaQeUV,
ZaVhiQg PachiQeV, UadiR RU WeleYiViRQ VeWV, UefUigeUaWRUV, caUV, eWc.)
deWeUPiQe a VeUieV Rf diVjRiQWed acWiRQV. SPall WechQical acWiRQV
iQWeUYeQe iQ Whe Rld Uh\WhPV UaWheU like fUagPeQWed labRXU iQ
SURdXcWiYe acWiYiW\ iQ geQeUal. The eTXiSPeQW Rf eYeU\da\ life ɹQdV
iWVelf PRUe RU leVV iQ Whe VaPe ViWXaWiRQ aV iQdXVWUial PechaQi]aWiRQ
iQ iWV eaUl\ VWageV, iQ Whe SeUiRd ZheQ VSeciɹc WRRlV had XQiTXe aQd
e[clXViYe fXQcWiRQV. If WheVe geVWXUeV iQcUeaVe eʃecWiYeQeVV ²
SURdXcWiYiW\ ² Whe\ alVR VSliW WhiQgV XS; Whe\ WUXQcaWe, Whe\ Pake
PiQcePeaW Rf eYeU\da\ life; Whe\ leaYe PaUgiQV aQd ePSW\ VSaceV.
The\ iQcUeaVe Whe SURSRUWiRQ Rf SaVViYiW\. DialecWicall\, SURgUeVV
cRQViVWV Rf gaSV aQd SaUWial UegUeVViRQV. WhaW iV PRUe, a UedXcWiRQ iQ
Whe WiPe deYRWed WR SURdXcWiYe acWiRQV aQd geVWXUeV Zhich aUe QRZ
caUUied RXW b\ WechQical RbjecWV haV UaiVed Whe TXeVWiRQ Rf WiPe
iWVelf, aQd alUead\ WhiV iV a YeU\ XUgeQW SURbleP. If Ze e[aPiQe WiPe
aV iW iV e[SeUieQced b\ PaQ\ Rf WRda\·V PeQ aQd ZRPeQ, Ze Zill Vee



WhaW iW iV chRck-a-blRck fXll aQd cRPSleWel\ ePSW\. OQ Whe hRUi]RQ Rf
Whe PRdeUQ ZRUld daZQV Whe black VXQ Rf bRUedRP, aQd cUiWiTXe Rf
eYeU\da\ life haV a VRciRlRg\ Rf bRUedRP aV SaUW Rf iWV ageQda.

IQcRUSRUaWiRQ Rf Whe eYeU\da\ ZiWhiQ a cRQcUeWe WRWaliW\ (Whe WRWal
RU ZRUld PaQ) Yia PRdeUQ PeaQV Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ aQd
cRPPXQicaWiRQ caQ be iQWeUSUeWed iQ a YaUieW\ Rf Za\V. IV iW cRUUecW
WR Va\ WhaW WeleYiViRQ giYeV Whe eYeU\da\ a ZRUld-Zide diPeQViRQ?
YeV iW iV. TeleYiViRQ allRZV eYeU\ hRXVehRld WR lRRk aW Whe VSecWacle
Rf Whe ZRUld, bXW iW iV SUeciVel\ WhiV PRde Rf lRRkiQg aW Whe ZRUld aV
a VSecWacle Zhich iQWURdXceV QRQ-SaUWiciSaWiRQ aQd UeceSWiYe
SaVViYiW\. The idea WhaW Whe aXdiRYiVXal aV iW ZaV liYed iQ aUchaic
cRPPXQiWieV (iQ VceQeV Rf Pagic) cRXld be UecRQVWiWXWed iV
laXghable aQd fUiYRlRXV. The PaVV Pedia VWUiS Whe Pagic Rf SUeVeQce
fURP ZhaW ZaV Whe SUeVeQce Rf Pagic: SaUWiciSaWiRQ ² Ueal, acWiYe RU
SRWeQWial. SiWWiQg iQ hiV aUPchaiU, VXUURXQded b\ hiV Zife aQd
childUeQ, Whe WeleYiViRQ YieZeU ZiWQeVVeV Whe XQiYeUVe. AW Whe VaPe
WiPe, da\ iQ aQd da\ RXW, QeZV, VigQV aQd VigQiɹcaWiRQV URll RYeU
hiP like a VXcceVViRQ Rf ZaYeV, chXUQed RXW aQd UeSeaWed aQd
alUead\ iQdiVWiQgXiVhable b\ Whe ViPSle facW WhaW Whe\ aUe SXUe
VSecWacle: Whe\ aUe RYeUSRZeUiQg, Whe\ aUe h\SQRWic. The ¶QeZV·
VXbPeUgeV YieZeUV iQ a PRQRWRQRXV Vea Rf QeZQeVV aQd WRSicaliW\
Zhich blXQWV VeQViWiYiW\ aQd ZeaUV dRZQ Whe deViUe WR kQRZ.28

CeUWaiQl\, SeRSle aUe becRPiQg PRUe cXlWiYaWed. VXlgaU
eQc\clRSediVP iV all Whe Uage. The RbVeUYeU Pa\ Zell VXVSecW WhaW
ZheQ cRPPXQicaWiRQ becRPeV iQcRUSRUaWed iQ SUiYaWe life WR WhiV
degUee iW becRPeV QRQ-cRPPXQicaWiRQ.

RadiR aQd WeleYiViRQ dR QRW SeQeWUaWe Whe eYeU\da\ VRlel\ iQ WeUPV
Rf Whe YieZeU. The\ gR lRRkiQg fRU iW aW iWV VRXUce: SeUVRQali]ed (bXW
VXSeUɹcial) aQecdRWeV, WUiYial iQcideQWV, faPiliaU liWWle faPil\ eYeQWV.
The\ VeW RXW fURP aQ iPSliciW SUiQciSle: ¶EYeU\WhiQg, iQ RWheU ZRUdV,
aQ\WhiQg aW all, caQ becRPe iQWeUeVWiQg aQd eYeQ eQWhUalliQg,
SURYided WhaW iW iV presenWed, i.e., presenW.· The aUW Rf SUeVeQWiQg Whe
eYeU\da\ b\ WakiQg iW fURP iWV cRQWe[W, ePShaVi]iQg iW, PakiQg iW
aSSeaU XQXVXal RU SicWXUeVTXe aQd RYeUlRadiQg iW ZiWh PeaQiQg, haV
becRPe highl\ VkilfXl. BXW eYeQ if Whe liYeV Rf Whe gUeaW aQd Whe gRRd
aUe ¶SUeVeQWiɹed· iQ WhiV Za\ WhURXgh Whe PediaWiRQ Rf SUeVeQWeUV,



ediWRUV aQd SURdXceUV, iW iV VWill QeYeU aQ\WhiQg elVe bXW Whe
eYeU\da\. AQd VR cRPPXQicaWiRQ SaVVeV fURP XQPediaWed eYeQW
(caSWXUed Whe iQVWaQW iW haSSeQV aQd ZheUe iW haSSeQV) WR
XQPediaWed UeceSWiRQ, ZiWhiQ Whe faPiliaU cRQWe[W Rf Whe eYeU\da\.
CRQcUeWe PediaWiRQV ² laQgXage, cXlWXUe iQ Whe WUadiWiRQal VeQVe,
YalXeV aQd V\PbRlV ² becRPe blXUUed. The\ dR QRW diVaSSeaU. The\
aUe WRR XVefXl. The\ aUe ZRUQ dRZQ, Whe\ deWeUiRUaWe, aQd \eW aW Whe
VaPe WiPe Whe\ h\SeUWURSh\. IW iV WheiU PediaWiQg fXQcWiRQ Zhich iV
ZRUQ aZa\.

AW Whe e[Wreme, VigQV aQd VigQiɹcaWiRQV Zhich aUe QRWhiQg PRUe
WhaQ VigQiɹcaWiRQV lRVe all PeaQiQg. AW Whe e[WUePe lRRPV Whe
VhadRZ Rf ZhaW Ze Zill call ¶Whe gUeaW SleRQaVP·: Whe XQPediaWed
SaVViQg iPPediaWel\ iQWR Whe XQPediaWed aQd Whe eYeU\da\ UecRUded
jXVW aV iW iV iQ Whe eYeU\da\ ² Whe eYeQW gUaVSed, SXlYeUi]ed aQd
WUaQVPiWWed aV UaSidl\ aV lighW aQd cRQVciRXVQeVV ² Whe UeSeWiWiRQ Rf
Whe ideQWical iQ a Zild ZhiUliQg daQce deYRid Rf DiRQ\ViaQ UaSWXUe,
ViQce Whe ¶QeZV· QeYeU cRQWaiQV aQ\WhiQg Ueall\ QeZ. If WhiV e[WUePe
ZeUe Ueached, Whe clRVed ciUcXiW Rf cRPPXQicaWiRQ aQd iQfRUPaWiRQ
ZRXld jeRSaUdi]e Whe XQPediaWed aQd Whe PediaWed alike. IW ZRXld
PeUge WheP iQ a PRQRWRQRXV aQd Babel-like cRQfXViRQ. The UeigQ Rf
Whe glRbal ZRXld alVR be Whe UeigQ Rf a gigaQWic WaXWRlRg\, Zhich
ZRXld kill all dUaPaV afWeU haYiQg e[SlRiWed WheP VhaPeleVVl\.

Of cRXUVe, WhiV e[WUePe ViWXaWiRQ iV VWill a lRQg Za\ aZa\. IW ZRXld
be a clRVed ciUcXiW, a ciUcXiW fURP hell, a SeUfecW ciUcle iQ Zhich Whe
abVeQce Rf cRPPXQicaWiRQ aQd cRPPXQicaWiRQ SXVhed WR Whe SRiQW
Rf SaUR[\VP ZRXld PeeW aQd WheiU ideQWiWieV ZRXld PeUge. BXW iW
Zill QeYeU cRPe fXll ciUcle. TheUe Zill alZa\V be VRPeWhiQg QeZ aQd
XQfRUeVeeQ, if RQl\ iQ WeUPV Rf VheeU hRUURU. TheUe Zill be ¶cUeaWiRQV·
Zhich Zill VWiPXlaWe iQfRUPaWiYe eQeUg\ aQd allRZ fRU a PaVViYe
iQjecWiRQ Rf QeZ iQfRUPaWiRQ. ThiV e[WUePe e[iVWV RQl\ iQ Whe PiQd·V
e\e aV a diVWaQW SRVVibiliW\, iQ Whe VaPe Za\ aV Whe debaVePeQW Rf
iQfRUPaWiRQal eQeUg\ aQd Whe WUiXPSh Rf eQWURS\ aUe. AQd \eW, WhiV
e[WUePe allRZV XV WR iPagiQe aQd deWeUPiQe ceUWaiQ aVSecWV Rf ¶Whe
Ueal·. The YeU\ leaVW Ze caQ be VXUe Rf iV WhaW Whe PaVV Pedia haYe
QRW \eW iQcRUSRUaWed Whe eYeU\da\ iQWR a YaVWeU, UicheU ZhRle, VXch
aV VSRQWaQeiW\ RU cXlWXUe. The\ haYe lefW iW WR iWV ¶SUiYaWiRQ· Zhile



PRYiQg iQWR WhiV SUiYaWiRQ aQd WakiQg iW RYeU. IW iV Whe geQeUali]aWiRQ
Rf priYaWe life. AW RQe aQd Whe VaPe WiPe Whe PaVV Pedia haYe XQiɹed
aQd bURadcaVW Whe eYeU\da\; Whe\ haYe diViQWegUaWed iW b\
iQWegUaWiQg iW ZiWh ¶ZRUld· cXUUeQW eYeQWV iQ a Za\ Zhich iV bRWh WRR
Ueal aQd XWWeUl\ VXSeUɹcial. WhaW iV PRUe RU leVV ceUWaiQ iV WhaW Whe\
aUe diVVRciaWiQg aQ acTXiUed, WUadiWiRQal cXlWXUe, Whe cXlWXUe Rf
bRRkV, fURP ZUiWWeQ diVcRXUVe aQd LRgRV. We caQQRW Va\ ZhaW Whe
RXWcRPe Rf WhiV deVWUXcWXUiQg SURceVV Zill be.

TR cRQclXde WhiV SRiQW, leW XV Va\ WhaW Ze haYe PaQ\ UeVeUYaWiRQV
abRXW Whe WeUPV Ze aUe ePSlR\iQg: WechQRlRgical VRcieW\, iQdXVWUial
VRcieW\. PUiPac\ Rf WechQRlRg\? CeUWaiQl\, bXW WechQRlRg\ dReV
leaYe VeYeUal eVVeQWial VecWRUV behiQd ciYili]aWiRQ, aQd RXWVide iW.
IQdXVWUial VRcieW\? YeV, bXW iW iV ZiWhiQ WhiV VRcieW\ WhaW fRU Whe
fRUeVeeable fXWXUe XneYen deYelopmenW Zill gR RQ SURdXciQg all iWV
eʃecWV.
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MRdiɹed iQ WhiV Za\ b\ PRdeUQ WechQRlRg\, Whe eYeU\da\ haV QRW
diVaSSeaUed. AlWhRXgh iWV SURblePV Pa\ haYe chaQged, iQ a gUeaW
PaQ\ UeVSecWV Whe\ haYe becRPe ZRUVe. A SUiPe e[aPSle: QeZ
WRZQV.

HeUe, Whe eYeU\da\ UeigQV iQ ZhaW Ze PighW call Whe chePicall\
SXUe VWaWe. The e[WUePe e[aPSle caQ be VeeQ iQ SUacWice. HeUe,
eYeU\da\ life iV VhUiQkiQg iQWR SUiYaWe life. EYeU\ RbjecW haV beeQ
calcXlaWed aQd WechQicall\ Ueali]ed WR caUU\ RXW a dail\ fXQcWiRQ aW
Whe lRZeVW SRVVible cRVW; iW iPSlieV a VeUieV Rf acWiRQV, aQd bUiQgV
WheP iQWR beiQg; WheVe aUe acWiRQV Zhich gXaUaQWee Whe baUe
eVVeQWialV Rf e[iVWeQce, fRUeVeeable aQd fRUeVeeQ fXQcWiRQal geVWXUeV
Zhich Rbe\ Whe SeUePSWRU\ VXggeVWiRQV Rf Whe ThiQg. WheQ XVed,
eYeU\ WhiQg PXVW VaWiVf\ a Qeed (QRW a deViUe, bXW a Qeed: iVRlaWed,
aQal\Ved, diVVRciaWed, aQd iQWeQded aV VXch). AQd WhiV iQWegUal
fXQcWiRQaliVP cRXld ZiWh VRPe jXVWiɹcaWiRQ be VeeQ aV Whe beVW
h\SRWheViV: iW iV Whe beVW WhiQg WhaW cRXld haSSeQ WR SeRSle liYiQg iQ
QeZ WRZQV aQd UeceQW hRXViQg VchePeV; iQdiYidXal aQd VRcial QeedV



aUe WRR RfWeQ RYeUlRRked, WUeaWed ZiWh cRQWePSW, UeSUeVVed RU
fUXVWUaWed.

IQɹQiWel\ VXSeUiRU WR Whe VlXPV aQd ZRUkeUV· hRXViQg eVWaWeV Rf
Whe SaVW, Whe ɻaWV aQd aSaUWPeQW bXildiQgV Rf WRda\ VeeP WR RʃeU Whe
NeZ Life iQ Whe GRldeQ CiW\. PURSagaQda VhUiekV iW fURP Whe
URRfWRSV. AQd VR Ze SaVV fURP e[aggeUaWed SUaiVe WR e[aggeUaWed
diVSaUagePeQW, fURP e[alWaWiRQ WR deVSRQdeQc\. SRciRlRgicall\, Whe
WUXWh iV WhaW QeZ WRZQV UedXce Whe eYeU\da\ WR iWV ViPSleVW WeUPV
Zhile aW Whe VaPe WiPe ¶VWUXcWXUiQg· iW heaYil\: Whe eYeU\da\ iQ WheP
iV SeUfecW aQd VWUiSSed baUe iQ iWV SUiYaWiRQ, baVic aQd deSUiYed Rf
baVic VSRQWaQeiW\. IW ZaQdeUV aURXQd VWagQaQWl\ aQd lRVeV hRSe iQ
Whe PidVW Rf iWV RZQ ePSWiQeVV, Zhich QRWhiQg WechQical caQ eYeU
ɹll, QRW eYeQ a WeleYiViRQ VeW RU a caU. EYeU\da\ life haV lRVW a
diPeQViRQ: deSWh. OQl\ WUiYialiW\ UePaiQV. ASaUWPeQW bXildiQgV aUe
RfWeQ Zell-cRQVWUXcWed ¶PachiQeV fRU liYiQg iQ·, aQd Whe hRXViQg
eVWaWe iV a PachiQe fRU Whe XSkeeS Rf life RXWVide ZRUk. EYeU\ RbjecW
iV deWeUPiQed b\ iWV fXQcWiRQ aQd iV UedXced WR beiQg a VigQal; iW
RUdeUV RQe WhiQg aQd fRUbidV aQRWheU; iW dePRQVWUaWeV behaYiRXU
SaWWeUQV; iW cRQdiWiRQV. LeW XV deVcUibe a QeZ WRZQ aQd aQal\Ve iW
dialecWicall\.29 EYeU\ WRZQ SlaQQiQg VchePe cRQcealV a SURgUaPPe
fRU eYeU\da\ life. E[SliciWl\ RU QRW, iW UefeUV WR aQ RYeUall cRQceSWiRQ
Rf PaQ, Rf life aQd Rf Whe ZRUld. IQ RXU QeZ WRZQV, Whe SURjecW RU
SURgUaPPe iV all WRR aSSaUeQW. EYeU\da\ life VeeV iWVelf WUeaWed like
SackagiQg: a YaVW PachiQe Vei]eV Whe ZRUkeU·V WiPe RXWVide ZRUk
aQd fRldV iW iQ a ZUaSSiQg aV VWeUile aV Whe SURWecWiYe cellRShaQe
URXQd a cRPPRdiW\. PeRSle aUe VeSaUaWed fURP gURXS WR gURXS
(ZRUkeUV, cUafWVPeQ, WechQiciaQV) aQd fURP each RWheU, each iQ hiV
bR[ fRU liYiQg iQ, aQd WhiV PRdeUQiW\ RUgaQi]eV WheiU UeSeaWed
geVWXUeV. The VaPe PachiQeU\ ZhiWWleV dRZQ Whe QXPbeU Rf
eVVeQWial geVWXUeV. ThaW PRVW Rf WheVe hRXViQg eVWaWeV deSeQd XSRQ
WechQicall\ RXWVWaQdiQg ɹUPV ² aXWRPaWed ² ZheUe ZRUk iV alPRVW
eQWiUel\ UedXced WR Whe cRQWURl aQd XSkeeS Rf eTXiSPeQW PakeV Whe
ePSWiQeVV all Whe PRUe blaWaQW. Of cRXUVe eTXiSPeQW dReV QRW
fXQcWiRQ b\ iWVelf; WechQical RbjecWV Pake XS aQ eQVePble Zhich
UeTXiUeV RccaViRQal aWWeQWiRQ. HRZeYeU, WhiV caQ RQl\ cRPe ZheQ
Whe WechQical RbjecW iVVXeV a PeVVage, a signal. The WRZQ aQd Whe



facWRU\ cRPSlePeQW RQe aQRWheU b\ bRWh cRQfRUPiQg WR Whe
WechQical RbjecW. AQ ideQWical SURceVV PakeV ZRUk eaV\ aQd SaVViYe,
aQd life RXWVide ZRUk faiUl\ cRPfRUWable aQd bRUiQg. ThXV eYeU\da\
life aW ZRUk aQd RXWVide ZRUk becRPe iQdiVWiQgXiVhable, gRYeUQed aV
Whe\ aUe b\ V\VWePV Rf signals.

CRQWURlled b\ VigQalV, SaUadR[icall\ diVVRciaWed, eYeU\da\ WiPe
becRPeV bRWh hRPRgeQeRXV aQd diVSeUVed. WRUk WiPe fallV iQWR liQe
ZiWh faPil\-life WiPe aQd leiVXUe WiPe, if QRW Yice YeUVa. IQ Whe QeZ
hRXViQg eVWaWeV, RbjecWV ZiWh aeVWheWic SUeWeQViRQV aSSeaU UidicXlRXV,
aQd iQdeed Whe\ aUe, becaXVe Whe\ haYe beeQ added RQ iQ aQ
iQWeQWiRQal aQd clXPV\ PaQQeU; WheUe iV QRWhiQg VXUSUiViQg abRXW
WheP, e[ceSW SeUhaSV Whe VXUSUiVe Rf XQeaViQeVV Whe\ aʃRUd. AV fRU
¶eQWeUWaiQPeQW·, WhaW WRR belRQgV iQ WhiV VRUU\ VchePe, XQleVV iW iV
UeVcXed b\ Whe YigRURXV iQiWiaWiYe Rf WhRVe cRQceUQed. MeQ cRPe
hRPe fURP a da\·V ZRUk Zhich haV beeQ alPRVW aV faU UePRYed fURP
cRQVciRXVl\ cUeaWiYe acWiYiW\ aV Whe VSecWacle Rf Whe ZRUld Zhich
Whe\ QRZ YieZ RQ Whe WeleYiViRQ VcUeeQ fURP Whe SaVViYiW\ Rf WheiU
aUPchaiUV. WRPeQ (ZhR ZRUk leVV fUeTXeQWl\ iQ Whe QeZ eVWaWeV
WhaQ iQ Whe Rld WRZQV, ZheUe WheUe aUe PRUe ¶WeUWiaU\· jRbV aYailable
fRU ZRPeQ) geW WheiU hRXVehRld chRUeV RXW Rf Whe Za\, SXW Whe
QaggiQg WaVk Rf PiQdiQg Whe childUeQ WR RQe Vide, aQd iPPeUVe
WhePVelYeV aV VRRQ aV SRVVible iQ Whe ¶URPaQWic SUeVV·. YeW all iW
QeedV iV WR YiViW Whe SeUfecWl\ aXWRPaWed facWRU\ aW LacT, RU WR ga]e
aW Whe hillV abRYe iW, aQd WheQ WR gR iQWR Whe QeZ WRZQ Zhich
VhelWeUV iWV ZRUkeUV, WR RbVeUYe a VWUikiQg cRQWUaVW. OQ RQe Vide,
da]]liQg ZRQdeUV, RQ Whe RWheU Whe SRYeUW\ Rf ¶SXUe· eYeU\da\ life.
LeW XV Wake a ɻighW Rf UWRSiaQ faQc\. LeW XV VXSSRVe WhaW jXVW aV
PXch caUe aQd PRQe\ had beeQ deYRWed WR MRXUeQ[-Ville-NRXYelle
aV ZaV WR LacT, aQd WhaW WheVe fXQdV had beeQ XVed ZiVel\. WhaW
ZRXld Whe UeVXlW haYe beeQ fRU iWV iQhabiWaQWV? HRZ ZRXld Whe
chaVP haYe beeQ ɹlled? B\ PeaQV Rf ZhaW PaUYelV Rf WRZQ
SlaQQiQg, Rf YaUieW\, Rf gaPeV cRQQecWed WR cXlWXUe aQd all WhaW iV
VeUiRXV iQ life?«
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AdPiUabl\ Pade b\ ZRPeQ fRU ZRPeQ (Zhich dReV QRW PeaQ iW haV
QR Pale UeadeUV), Whe ZRPeQ·V SUeVV dePRQVWUaWeV b\ iWV TXaQWiW\
aQd TXaliW\ aQ RbYiRXV ZiVh WR ¶SURPRWe· ZRPeQ. AW Whe VaPe WiPe
iW UeYealV Whe XQceUWaiQWieV aQd aPbigXiWieV Rf VXch a SURPRWiRQ. If
ZRPeQ aUe VWill WU\iQg WR aVVeUW WhePVelYeV, iW PeaQV WhaW Whe\ haYe
QRW \eW achieYed WheiU gRal. BXW ZhaW iV WhaW gRal?

The ZRPeQ·V SUeVV aQd VSeciɹcall\ Whe ¶URPaQWic SUeVV· SURYide a
VRUW Rf fePiQiQe ideRlRg\. NRZ eYeU\ ideRlRg\ iV aQ iPSlePeQW fRU
eʃecWiYe acWiRQ. TheUefRUe ² cRQVciRXVl\ RU XQcRQVciRXVl\ ² WhiV
SUeVV iV SaUW Rf a VWUaWeg\. WhaW aUe iWV aiPV? WhR PakeV XVe Rf WhiV
ideRlRg\? A ZRPeQ·V lRbb\ RU Whe YaVW ¶XQfRUPed· gURXS Rf ZRPeQ
iQ geQeUal? The cUiWical UeadeU iV XQable WR XQdeUVWaQd. AW ɹUVW iW
VeePV WhaW Whe aiP iV WR Vell feeliQgV aQd dUeaPV, RU UaWheU WR helS
ZRPeQ ¶aVVeUW· WhePVelYeV. BXW Whe SleWhRUa Rf PeaQV fRU Velf-
aVVeUWiRQ RU cRPSeQVaWiRQ e[ceedV VR liPiWed aQ RbjecWiYe. CRXld Whe
aiP be (SRliWical RU QRQ-SRliWical) SRZeU iQ geQeUal, RU UaWheU, aQd
PRUe YagXel\, Whe Zill fRU SRZeU? CRXld iW be eWhical? CRXld WheVe
YaVW PeaQV be WaUgeWiQg ¶eWhical· UecRgQiWiRQ Rf Whe ¶fePiQiQe beiQg·,
aV \eW eTXall\ XQachieYed fRU ZRPeQ aV fRU PeQ aQd WheiU eYeU-ha]\
cRQVciRXVQeVV? CRXld iW be aeVWheWic? OU, iQ aQ iPPeQVe cRQfXViRQ,
cRXld iW be bRWh aW Whe VaPe WiPe? FiQall\, cRXld iW be VRPe VRUW Rf
gUaQd gaPe ZiWhRXW aQ\ SUeciVe RbjecWiYe?

WhaW iV ceUWaiQ iV WhaW iQdiYidXall\ aQd cRllecWiYel\ Whe ¶PRdeUQ
ZRPaQ· iV iQYRlYed iQ a lRQg, biWWeU VWUXggle fRU ¶beiQg·, ZiWhRXW
Ueall\ XQdeUVWaQdiQg aQd ZiWhRXW eYeQ aVkiQg heUVelf ZheWheU
¶beiQg· PeaQV VRcial URle, iPSRUWaQce, SRZeU, SaWhRV, PaVWeU\ Rf Whe
Velf, beaXW\, fecXQdiW\, P\VWiciW\, cRQfRUPiW\ RU QRQ-cRQfRUPiW\. NR
WhiQg, QR SRVVibiliW\ iV e[clXded. SR cRXld iW be all WheVe WhiQgV
ViPXlWaQeRXVl\, iQ a PaUYellRXV PXddle Zhich QR ShilRVRSh\, QR
RSWiRQ, QR PXWilaWiQg UeaVRQiQg cRXld claUif\? PeUhaSV!

TheUe iV aQ RSSRViWe SRiQW Rf YieZ. WhReYeU ZaQWV ¶beiQg· ZiWhRXW
kQRZiQg hRZ WR deɹQe iW, ZiWhRXW beiQg able WR deɹQe iW aQd
ZiWhRXW eYeQ ZaQWiQg WR deɹQe iW iV jXVW aV iQcaSable Rf deɹQiQg
¶QRQ-beiQg·, aQd UXQV Whe UiVk Rf cRQfXViQg Whe WZR. WiWhRXW VcUXSle
aQd ZiWhRXW PeaVXUe, Whe ZRPeQ·V SUeVV Pi[eV Whe eYeU\da\ XS
ZiWh Whe iPagiQaU\ (VR WhaW Whe SURjecW Rf a PXWXal cUiWiTXe Rf Whe



eYeU\da\ b\ Whe ɹcWiWiRXV aQd Rf Whe ɹcWiWiRXV b\ Whe eYeU\da\ haV
beeQ bRWh achieYed aQd VXSeUVeded ² aV a WheRUeWical SURjecW ² iQ
Whe ZRPeQ·V SUeVV).

WhaW Whe VR-called ZRPeQ·V SUeVV cUeaWeV aQd RʃeUV iV a ¶ZRUld·, a
fePiQiQe ZRUld. TePSRUaU\ RU laVWiQg, Whe VSeciɹc aQd
cRPSlePeQWaU\ WUaiWV Rf a ¶fePiQiQiW\· aUe liWeUall\ Pade iQWR a
ZRUld iQ Whe ZRPeQ·V SUeVV. IW iV a ZRUld ZheUe WUiYialiW\ dReV QRW
e[clXde Whe e[WUaRUdiQaU\, ZheUe Whe Sh\ViRlRgical dReV QRW e[clXde
high cXlWXUe, ZheUe Whe SUacWical dReV QRW e[clXde Whe ideal, aQd
ZheUe WheVe aVSecWV QeYeU becRPe diVcRQQecWed. IW iV QRW a lRgical
ZRUld, cRheUeQWl\ abVWUacW RU abVWUacWl\ cRheUeQW. IW iV QRW a fXll,
cRQcUeWe XQiYeUVe aQalRgRXV WR a gUeaW ZRUk Rf aUW. CRheUeQW iQ iWV
RZQ Za\, iQcRheUeQW iQ aQ RUigiQal Za\ (Zhich iV QRW aSSaUeQW aV
VXch WR Whe PeQ aQd ZRPeQ ZhR acceSW iW), Uich iQ VXUSUiVeV,
iQhabiWable aQd deQVel\ iQhabiWed, WhiV fePiQiQe ZRUld haV QR
clRVXUe. IW RSeQV iWVelf XS WR be lRRked aW aQd WRXched, eYeQ WR
PaleV: iW WePSWV WheP aQd iW caQ caSWiYaWe WheP, ViQce iW iV QRW WheiU
ZRUld aQd WheUe iV QR lRQgeU a YiUile ZRUld (VXSSRViQg WhaW YiUile
YiUWXeV, WRgeWheU ZiWh PaVcXliQe VhRUWcRPiQgV, eYeU Pade XS a
¶ZRUld· RU ZeUe able WR aVVeUW WhePVelYeV aQd WR liYe accRUdiQg WR
WhiV PRde).

The fePiQiQe ZRUld iV aPbigXRXV aQd PXddled. IW dReV QRW eYeQ
UeɻecW a giYeQ fePiQiQe ¶eVVeQce·, aQ eWeUQal fePiQiQe ZhRVe
hRPRlRgXeV ZRXld be fRXQd iQ Whe eShePeUal aQd Whe
iQVWaQWaQeRXV. ThiV ZRUld iV a PiVhPaVh Rf Whe aeVWheWic, Whe eWhical
aQd Whe SUacWical. IW dReV QRW deɹQe aQ aUW RU a PRUal dRPaiQ, QRW
eYeQ aQ aUW Rf liYiQg, bXW UaWheU a PRUaliVP aQd aQ aeVWheWiciVP,
liSVWick aQd SRZdeU fRU SUacWical eYeU\da\ UealiW\ Zhich PaQage WR
cRQceal iW RU aW leaVW WR Pake iW lRRk SUeWWieU fURP WiPe WR WiPe.
NRWhiQg iQ WhiV ZRUld RU Rf WhiV ZRUld iV WUXe, aQd eYeU\WhiQg iV WUXe,
QRWhiQg iV falVe aQd eYeU\WhiQg iV falVe. NRWhiQg iV SRVVible aQd
eYeU\WhiQg iV SRVVible. NRWhiQg iV SeUPiWWed aQd eYeU\WhiQg iV
SeUPiWWed.

AV faU aV PeQ aUe cRQceUQed, WhiV iV a P\Wh RU a VeW Rf P\WhV. IQ
Whe e\eV Rf VRcieW\, iW ZRXld be PRUe Rf aQ ideRlRg\. IQ WeUPV Rf
ZRPeQ WhePVelYeV, iV iW QRW a VRUW Rf UWRSia? EYeU\WhiQg haSSeQV aV



WhRXgh Whe image (P\Wh, ideRlRg\, UWRSia, RU ZhaW \RX Zill) Rf Whe
WoWal Zoman had UeSlaced Whe iPage RU Whe idea Rf Whe WRWal PaQ
afWeU Whe laWWeU had cRllaSVed. AccRUdiQg WR WhiV iQWeUSUeWaWiRQ, aQd
Ze haYe QR iQWeQWiRQ Rf glRVViQg RYeU iWV WZRfRld iURQ\, Whe fePiQiQe
VWUaWeg\ ² Whe VWUaWeg\ Rf ¶ZRPeQ· aV a YaVW, aPRUShRXV gURXS RU Whe
VWUaWeg\ Rf WheiU leadeUV ² ZRXld haYe eiWheU a cRQVciRXV RU aQ
XQcRQVciRXV gRal: WR fRUP aQd iPSRVe Whe iPage Rf Whe WRWal ZRPaQ,
a PRdeUQ aQd SUacWical YeUViRQ Rf Whe defXQcW ¶WRWal PaQ·. AfWeU Whe
dePiVe Rf Whe laWWeU, PeQ WhePVelYeV ZRXld acceSW Whe Uela\ aQd Whe
WUaQVfeU, WhURXgh SRZeUleVVQeVV.

The illXViRQ haV chaQged. The iPage Rf Whe WRWal PaQ ZaV SRliWical
aQd UeYRlXWiRQaU\. IW UeceiYed iWV iQheUiWaQce fURP a lRQg aQd
glRUiRXV SaVW. IW did QRW ZiVh WR VeSaUaWe YiUiliW\ fURP PaVcXliQiW\,
YiUWXe fURP Vkill aQd PaQXal VWUeQgWh fURP PeQWal VWUeQgWh; iW did
QRW claiP WR XQiWe WheP eaVil\. The VWaWe, hiVWRU\, ZaUV aQd
ShilRVRSh\ had iQɻXeQced iW, leaYiQg WUaceV aQd RSeUaWiQg a haUd
SURceVV Rf VelecWiRQ. The iPage Rf Whe WRWal ZRPaQ iV diVWiQcWl\
UefRUPiVW aQd aSRliWical, cRQfXVed aQd V\QcUeWic. IW haV Whe backiQg
Rf WhiV gUeaW fRUce: QeZQeVV, Whe eʃecW Rf VXUSUiVe, SlXV cRQfXViRQ
aQd V\QcUeWiVP.

The WRWal ZRPaQ becRPeV eYeU\WhiQg becaXVe Vhe dReV
eYeU\WhiQg. She SURdXceV aQd diUecWV cRQVXPSWiRQ. She haV childUeQ,
Vhe bUiQgV WheP XS aQd edXcaWeV WheP. She gRYeUQV Whe faPil\. She
allRZV PeQ WR deYRWe WhePVelYeV WR VWeUile gaPeV: SRliWicV, ZaU,
feeliQgV, iQWellecW. AQd \eW aUWiVWV cUeaWe fRU heU, ZRPaQ, aQd abRXW
heU.

The ¶fePiQiQe ZRUld· Whe ZRPeQ·V SUeVV RʃeUV XV ZiVheV WR be
WRWal, VR aV WR cRUUeVSRQd WR Whe WRWal ZRPaQ aQd WR iPSRVe heU
iPage. IW aWWaiQV WRWaliW\ WhURXgh cRQfXViRQ. AQd ZhaW a ZRUld iW iV!
EYeU\WhiQg iV fRXQd RU UeɻecWed WheUe, eYeU\WhiQg iV UecRgQi]able,
alWhRXgh QRW ZiWh Whe WUaQVSaUeQc\ deViUable fRU a ¶ZRUld·.
TechQiTXeV aQd WechQRlRg\ haSSil\ VeW XS hRPe ZiWh aUW aQd
PRUaliW\. AeVWheWiciVP aQd PRUaliVP bleVV WheVe PaUUiageV, QR
beWWeU aQd QR ZRUVe WhaQ aQ\ RWheUV. B\ XViQg WechQiTXeV, Whe
fePiQiQe ZRUld haV gaWheUed WRgeWheU all ¶ZRUldV· SaVW, SUeVeQW RU
fXWXUe. IW e[clXdeV QRWhiQg. IQ WhiV iW diʃeUV e[WUaRUdiQaUil\ fURP WhaW



YiUile iPage Zhich PeUel\ aVVeUWed iWV UealiW\ aQd iQVSiUaWiRQal
YalXeV: ZRUk, cRXUage, kQRZledge. TRda\ ShilRVRSh\ iV beiQg
diVWaQced, aQd VR, ZiWh all iWV dePaQdV, iV Whe ShilRVRSheU·V lifeVW\le.

ReceQW aQd ¶PRdeUQ·, VWill alPRVW SUiVWiQe, Whe fePiQiQe ZRUld haV
ePeUged fURP a VeUieV Rf WeVWV Zhich XS XQWil QRZ iW haV aYRided
faciQg. IW haV eYeQ aYRided Whe WeVW Rf ShilRVRSh\, fRU iWV biUWh
cRiQcideV ZiWh Whe PRPeQW ZheQ Whe ZiWheUiQg aZa\ Rf ShilRVRSh\
iV aW iWV heighW, aQd iQdeed ShilRVRShical diVcXVViRQ haV becRPe RQe
Rf iWV PRVW chaUPiQg aQd iQWeUeVWiQg VXbjecWV. AQd VR iW WakeV iQ Whe
PRVW aQcieQW P\WhV aQd Whe PRVW aSSaUeQWl\ ZRUQ-RXW V\PbRliVPV.
IQ a PRde Rf aVVeUWiYe WUiXPShaliVP, iPageV Rf Whe WiPe ZheQ
¶ZRPaQ· ZaV a VlaYe UeaSSeaU ² Whe TXeeQ, Whe beaVW-diYiQiW\, Whe
VeUYaQW-PiVWUeVV, Whe dRXbl\ PaUW\Ued aQd RSSUeVVed PRWheU-Zife.
FigXUeV Rf faWal beaXW\, Rf PUedeVWiQaWiRQ, Rf abVRlXWe GRRd LXck aQd
PaUYellRXV DaPQaWiRQ cRhabiW ZiWh Whe UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ Rf fUee
iQiWiaWiYe aQd SUacWical eʃecWiYeQeVV. CRXUageRXV aQd YiUile heUReV,
PRWhV aQd Pa\ɻieV cRQVXPed b\ SaVViRQ·V aUdeQW ɻaPe, VedXceUV
ZhR fall YicWiP WR WheiU RZQ Pagic SRZeUV, PUiQceV, KiQgV, KQighWV
eTXal WR WheiU RZQ deVWiQ\, all Pake XS Whe UeWiQXe Rf Whe WRWal
ZRPaQ. The fePiQiQe ZRUld iV ZRYeQ Rf iQdeciViYe cRUUeVSRQdeQceV
aQd XQceUWaiQ aQalRgieV. IWV life iV QRXUiVhed aQd PaiQWaiQed b\
cRQfXViRQ. IW geQeUali]eV Whe iQdiYidXal aQd SeUVRQali]eV iPSeUVRQal
WechQiTXeV, aQd cheaSl\ WRR; all iW QeedV iV a SeUfXPe, a cRlRXU, RU
QRW eYeQ WhaW: aQ iQWeQWiRQ, a VigQiɹcaWiRQ. C\cleV iQWeUWZiQe iQ a
WeSid aQd PXUk\ haUPRQ\, fURP Whe hRXUV aQd Whe da\V WR Whe
VeaVRQV aQd WR eQWiUe liYeV. IQ Whe diVWaQce haUd, liQeaU WiPe SaVVeV
b\, Whe WiPe Rf PaVcXliQe eʃRUWV. CRlRXUV, SeUfXPeV, QXPbeUV UeSl\
WR aQd cRUUeVSRQd ZiWh Whe VWaUV aQd WheiU cRQjXQcWXUeV. IW WUXl\ iV a
ZRUld, a URPaQWic cRVPRV VWUiSSed Rf UiVk aQd YiRleQce, ZheUe
l\UiciVP haV becRPe faPiliaUiW\. BeQigQ RU PaligQaQW iPSXlVeV VhRRW
WhURXgh iW, aQd Ze caQ belieYe iQ WheP, aQd Ze caQ diVbelieYe iQ
WheP Zhile VWill belieYiQg iQ WheP. NeiWheU Whe PRVW iQVigQiɹcaQW Rf
Pagical geVWXUeV cRQjXUiQg XS PiVfRUWXQe, QRU Whe PRVW PiQXVcXle Rf
VXSeUVWiWiRQV fabUicaWiQg Whe illXViRQ Rf gRRd lXck, VWaQd iQ Whe Za\
Rf gUaQdiRVe UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV Rf hXPaQ dUaPaV, PadQeVV, SaVViRQ
aQd deaWh, WheaWUe aQd UeligiRQ. OQ Whe SlaQe Rf ɹcWiRQ, aQecdRWeV



aQd WUiYial eYeQWV Wake RQ gigaQWic PeaQiQgV. CRQYeUVel\, WUagic
IPageV aQd FigXUeV aUe UedXced WR Whe diPeQViRQV Rf eYeU\da\
cUiPeV, Zhich abRYe all aUe cUiPeV agaiQVW cRPPRQ VeQVe.

ThiV aPbigXRXV ZRUld ² WhiV ZRUld Rf aPbigXiW\ ² iV alVR Whe
ZRUld Rf XQiYeUVal PXddle, ZheUe SeRSle Walk cRllRTXiall\ abRXW Whe
VXbliPe aQd XVe Whe VaPe WRQe Rf YRice ZheQ WalkiQg abRXW Whe
faPiliaU. (AQd acWXall\ WhiV iV TXiWe cRUUecW, ViQce WRQe Rf YRice
PeWaPRUShRVeV ZhaWeYeU RQe iV WalkiQg abRXW, aQd iQ aQ\ caVe Whe
faPiliaU Ueall\ dReV cRQWaiQ elePeQWV Rf Whe VXbliPe, aQd Yice
YeUVa). ThiV ZRUld iV QeiWheU WUXe QRU falVe. IW iV a PicURcRVP: VPall,
bXW fRU WhRVe ZhR iQhabiW iW iPPeQVe aQd SeUhaSV iQɹQiWe.
APbigXiW\ allRZV SeRSle WR SaVV iQdiVcUiPiQaWel\ fURP aQ\WhiQg WR
aQ\WhiQg elVe. CRRkeU\ becRPeV a faiU\laQd aQd faQWaVWic VWRUieV aUe
like UeciSeV iQ a Pagic cRRkeU\ bRRk, ɻaQked b\ aUWicleV RQ faVhiRQ
aQd VWRUieV abRXW Whe URPaQWic agRQieV Rf a faPRXV VWaU RU aQ
RUieQWal SUiQceVV. M\VWiɹcaWiRQ? M\WhiɹcaWiRQ? NR. IW iV leVV WhaQ
WhaW, aQd PRUe, beWWeU aQd ZRUVe: iW iV Whe aPbigXiW\ Rf Whe
eYeU\da\, e[SlRiWed b\ aQ aPbigXRXV cRQVciRXVQeVV Zhich abRYe all
iV QRW cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf aPbigXiW\.

HeQce ¶VRPeWhiQg· iUUiWaWiQg aQd caSWiYaWiQg, VlighWl\ iQaQe aQd
YeU\ iQWelligeQW (VRPeWiPeV). WhaW? The eYeU\da\ ZUaSSed XS aQd
hiddeQ aZa\, PeWaPRUShRVed aQd UeYealed. ThiV ¶VRPeWhiQg· Zhich
ZiVheV WR be WRWal aQd iQ a VeQVe iV WRWal aSSeaUV iQ all iWV lXdicURXV
ZeakQeVV aQd SRYeUW\ WhURXgh iWV Yeil Rf WUaQVSaUeQW iPageV. ThiV
SVeXdR-eYeU\da\ iV liYed aQd SeUceiYed iQ Whe PaQQeU Rf aQ
aPbigXRXV cRQVciRXVQeVV (QeiWheU falVe QRU WUXe, half-falVe, half-WUXe,
WhXV cRQWUadicWRU\, bXW ZiWhRXW cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf Whe cRQWUadicWiRQV,
VR WhaW WheVe cRQWUadicWiRQV becRPe blXQWed aQd ZeakeQed, aQd WhiV
cRXld VeUYe aV a deɹQiWiRQ Rf ambigXiW\ aV a caWegRU\ Rf eYeU\da\
life). IW caQ eaVil\ be liQked WR Whe eYeU-chaQgiQg iPSRUWaQW iVVXeV Rf
cXUUeQW aʃaiUV, faVhiRQ, aUW, SRliWicV aQd hiVWRU\. AW Whe VaPe WiPe iW
RʃeUV aQ eVcaSe fURP Whe geQXiQe SURblePV Rf aUW, SRliWicV, hiVWRU\,
aQd, iQ Whe eQd, Rf PRdeUQ life. IW iV a SeUSeWXal alibi, alZa\V
acceVVible aQd ZelcRPiQg. The dRRUV Rf WhiV ZRUld aUe RSeQ Zide;
\RX caQ Zalk UighW iQ. The VeaWV aUe cheaSeU WhaQ aW Whe ciQePa RU
Whe WheaWUe. WhaW PaWWeU if Whe TXaliW\ Rf illXViRQ aQd SaUWiciSaWiRQ



(RU UaWheU Rf QRQ-SaUWiciSaWiRQ) iV QRW aV high? WhaW iV iPSRUWaQW iV
WhaW eYeQWXall\ WheVe cRVPeWicV Pake eYeU\da\ life beaUable, WhaW
bRUedRP iV diPiQiVhed aQd ZRUUieV aUe fRUgRWWeQ, WhaW SUiYaWe life
becRPeV RSeQ WR ZRQdeU (iQ SaUW kQRZiQgl\ ViPXlaWed, like a kiQd
Rf VePi-aVWRQiVhPeQW). ThiV cRQfXVed ZRUld UeVWRUeV a VRUW Rf
ZhRleQeVV WR diVjRiQWed geVWXUeV aQd iQWeUUXSWed Uh\WhPV. The
¶liYed· Zill be liYed iQ Whe PaQQeU Rf Whe ¶QRQ-liYed·; Whe SRVVible
aQd Whe iPSRVVible aUe Pi[ed XS WRgeWheU. B\ WUaQVSRViQg iW, ɹcWiRQ
aQd half-VleeSiQg, half-ZakiQg dUeaPV Zill Pake aQ iQWRleUable life
liYable b\ RʃeUiQg iW PeaQiQgV Zhich Zill VXSSRUW iW aQd deceiYe iW
ZiWhRXW beiQg deceiWfXl. IQ WhiV SVeXdR-ZRUld QRWhiQg iV, aQd
eYeU\WhiQg VigQiɹeV. Like ZaQ halReV, VigQiɹcaWiRQV e[SlRiW ZiWhRXW
e[SlRiWiQg, PiVlead ZiWhRXW PiVleadiQg. The YiUile PiQd ZaV QeYeU
VaWiVɹed ZiWh VigQiɹcaWiRQV. The iPSalSable cReɽcieQWV Rf
VSiUiWXaliW\ cRQQecWed WR WhiQgV cRXld QeYeU VaWiVf\ Whe ShilRVRSheU.
MaQ, Whe YiUile PiQd, ZaQWed WR be; he ZaQWed beiQg. FePiQiQe iQ
eVVeQce, aQd b\ iWV YeU\ ¶SUeVeQce· (if Ze caQ XVe WhaW ZRUd, ViQce iW
¶iV· Whe RSSRViWe Rf SUeVeQce aQd a SaURd\ Rf iW: a VXbVWiWXWe fRU
beiQg, iQ a VWaWe Rf cRllaSVe), VigQiɹcaWiRQ beaUV ZiWQeVV WR Whe
dRZQgUadiQg Rf ShilRVRSh\. NeYeUWheleVV, a YagXe TXeVWiRQ UePaiQV,
aPRUShRXV aQd XQaQVZeUed. WhR aUe WheVe PXlWiSle VigQiɹcaWiRQV
Rf WhiQgV aQd acWiRQV iQWeQded fRU? Wh\ aUe Whe\ QeYeU able WR
aWWaiQ PRUe cRQViVWeQc\? Wh\ aUe Whe\ iQcaSable Rf beiQg aQ\WhiQg
PRUe WhaQ a PRUaliVWic RU aeVWheWic iQWeQWiRQ?

TheVe SheQRPeQa ² aQd iW iV diɽcXlW WR VWaWe ZiWh aQ\ ceUWaiQW\
ZheWheU Whe\ aUe WePSRUaU\ RU lRQg-laVWiQg ² haYe VRPe
diVcRQceUWiQg aVSecWV. BefRUe Whe SecRQd WRUld WaU Whe ZRPeQ·V
SUeVV aQd ¶URPaQWic SUeVV· ZeUe VcaUcel\ RXW Rf Whe cUadle, bXW iQ
RQl\ a feZ \eaUV Whe\ becaPe YeU\ SRZeUfXl. The\ TXickl\ gaYe a
ceUWaiQ SiWch WR Whe SUeVV iQ geQeUal, WR QeZV jRXUQaliVP aQd eYeQ WR
Whe Pale-RUieQWaWed SUeVV (Zhich ZaV heQcefRUWh iVRlaWed aQd TXaVi-
VSeciali]ed). The cRQWeQW Rf WheVe SXblicaWiRQV alWeUed YeU\ UaSidl\
iQ accRUdaQce ZiWh geQeUal ciUcXPVWaQceV: iW VhifWed fURP a UelaWiYe
iPPRUaliVP afWeU Whe LibeUaWiRQ WR a cRQceUQ ZiWh PRUal RUdeU, aQd
fURP a hXPaQiVP diVcUeeWl\ WiQWed ZiWh fePiQiQiW\ WR a UeligiRViW\
RSeQl\ WiQged ZiWh P\WhRlRg\. The VaPe WRSicV UeaSSeaU, bXW iQ



diʃeUeQW gXiVeV, VR WhaW WheiU UeSeWiWiRQ VRakV iQWR Whe SXblic RQl\
gUadXall\. QXaVi-SeUPaQeQW, V\PbRliVPV aSSeaUed iQ VRPe
VXUSUiViQg lighWV. IQ eʃecW, aPbigXiW\ allRZV fRU alPRVW iQe[haXVWible
YaUiaWiRQV RQ Whe VaPe WhePeV, each YaUiaWiRQ cRQWaiQiQg a feZ fUeVh
deWailV aQd, PRVW iPSRUWaQWl\, a QeZ WRQe. The VaPe lRYe VWRU\ caQ
VXggeVW eURWic ePaQciSaWiRQ RU Whe Qeed fRU a VWUicW PRUal diVciSliQe,
accRUdiQg WR iWV ¶WRQe·.30 B\ VWXd\iQg WhiV SUeVV hiVWRUicall\ Ze caQ
PeaVXUe RXW a YaUieW\ Rf iQgUedieQWV cRQWaiQed iQ WhiV YRlaWile
Pi[WXUe: Whe ¶SURPRWiRQ Rf ZRPeQ· aQd iWV XQceUWaiQWieV, ¶WechQiTXeV
fRU ɹQdiQg haSSiQeVV·, PRUal RUdeU, Whe YiciVViWXdeV aQd aQgXiVheV Rf
PRdeUQiW\, eWc.

The cURZQiQg achieYePeQW Rf Whe RSeUaWiRQ, if Ze caQ call iW WhaW,
iV WR VXggeVW aQd iQViQXaWe a PRUal RUdeU b\ PeaQV Rf aQecdRWeV
Zhich SaQdeU WR c\QiciVP, iPPRUaliVP, eURWiciVP aQd a WaVWeleVV
URPaQWic VeQWiPeQWaliW\. A SUeVV ZiWh a YaVW ciUcXlaWiRQ VellV PRUal
RUdeU ZUaSSed XS aV iPPRUaliVP, jXVW like a gRYeUQPeQW SRlic\ iQ
aSRliWical ZUaSSiQgV, aQd ideRlRg\ diVgXiVed aV ideRlRgical
deWachPeQW.

AV Ze haYe alUead\ VWUeVVed, RXU VWXd\ Rf Whe UealiW\ iQ TXeVWiRQ,
QaPel\ Whe ViWXaWiRQ Rf ZRPeQ iQ ¶PRdeUQ· life, UaiVeV RWheU
SURblePV, SURblePV Rf VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle. WheUe dReV PRUal RUdeU
RUigiQaWe? WhaW dReV iW cRUUeVSRQd WR iQ hiVWRU\, WR ZhaW QeceVViW\,
RU lack Rf QeceVViW\? DReV iW cRUUeVSRQd WR VRPeWhiQg PRUe geQeUal
WhaQ Whe UeTXiUePeQWV Rf SaUWicXlaU gURXSV, aQd PRUe hXPble WhaQ
Whe UeTXiUePeQWV Rf eWhicV RU ShilRVRSh\? HRZ dReV iW cRPe abRXW
WhaW WRda\, fRU Whe ɹUVW WiPe aV faU aV Ze kQRZ, a ¶PRUal RUdeU· iV QRW
beiQg iPSRVed b\ fRUce, bXW VeePV acceSWed aQd eYeQ called fRU b\
Whe ZiVheV Rf PRVW, if QRW Rf eYeU\RQe? AV fRU ¶WechQiTXeV fRU ɹQdiQg
haSSiQeVV·, ZhaW e[acWl\ dR Whe\ cRQViVW Rf, aQd ZhaW aUe Whe\
aiPed aW? IV iW Whe VaWiVfacWiRQ Rf WhRVe baVic, fUagPeQWed QeedV,
cRPfRUW aQd ZellbeiQg? IV iW VecXUiW\, WUaQTXilliW\, Seace Rf PiQd
WhURXgh RUdeU aQd a QeZ PRdaliW\ Rf cleaU cRQVcieQce? AQd b\ ZhaW
PeaQV ² cRRkiQg, faVhiRQ, dR-iW-\RXUVelf, Uela[aWiRQ, Ve[Xal aQd
ePRWiRQal haUPRQ\, geQeUal RU PeQWal healWh, caWhaUViV RU Uelief Rf
WeQViRQV, aQ eQd WR Whe URPaQWiciVP Rf SaVViRQ aQd Whe VeQVe Rf Whe
WUagic? HRZ dR WhRVe ZhR SURPRWe aQd ePSlR\ WheVe WechQiTXeV



hRSe WR aYRid bRUedRP? WhaW liQk dR WheVe PiQRU, eYeU\da\
WechQiTXeV haYe ZiWh WechQRlRg\, ZiWh aUW, ZiWh aeVWheWicV aQd
abRYe all ZiWh aeVWheWiciVP aV a VRcial SheQRPeQRQ?

TheVe TXeVWiRQV lead XV WR Whe cRQQecWiRQ Rf PRdeUQi]ed eYeU\da\
life WR PRdeUQiW\ iQ geQeUal. TheUefRUe Whe\ gR be\RQd Whe cRQɹQeV
Rf Whe ¶SURPRWiRQ Rf ZRPeQ· WakeQ iQ iVRlaWiRQ. The PRUe Ze
cRQVideU Whe ¶SURPRWiRQ Rf ZRPeQ· Whe PRUe YagXe iW aSSeaUV, like
Whe aPbigXRXV baVe RU ¶fRXQdaWiRQ· Rf aPbigXiW\ iWVelf. The
eliPiQaWiRQ Rf age-Rld VXʃeUiQgV, VXch aV SaiQ iQ childbiUWh, haV QRW
VXSSUeVVed Whe VSeciɹc liQkV beWZeeQ fePiQiQiW\ aQd QaWXUe aQd iWV
Uh\WhPV. The gUeaW hRSe WhaW ZRUk ZRXld ¶ePaQciSaWe· ZRPeQ
bURXghW WheP PaQ\ VeWbackV aQd diVillXViRQV. The\ VRRQ diVcRYeUed
WhaW ZRUk iQ facWRUieV RU RɽceV ZaV VcaUcel\ leVV PRQRWRQRXV WhaQ
hRXVeZRUk, Zhich iQ facW ZaV beiQg faciliWaWed b\ QeZ WechQRlRg\,
aQd WhaW Whe\ ZeUe iQ daQgeU Rf beiQg laQded ZiWh bRWh. MeaQZhile,
iQdXVWU\ had iQWURdXced fUagPeQWed labRXU. The QXPbeU Rf
VXcceVVfXl ZRPeQ ZUiWeUV iV PRUe aQ iQdicaWiRQ Rf Whe cUiViV aQd
decliQe Rf ceUWaiQ geQUeV (Whe QRYel, fRU e[aPSle) WhaQ Rf Whe
WUiXPSh Rf YiWal iQWXiWiRQV RU Rf VWURQgl\ RUigiQal ideaV. The YiRleQW
fePiQiQe RQVlaXghWV iQ Whe dRPaiQ Rf ideRlRg\ aUe aV PXch aQ
e[SUeVViRQ Rf WheiU lack Rf Velf-cRQɹdeQce aV Rf WheiU URbXVWQeVV. The
SUeVV cRQWaiQV aV PaQ\ cRPSeQVaWiRQV, jXVWiɹcaWiRQV aQd
cRQVRlaWiRQV aV iW dReV ¶SRViWiYe YalXeV·. The WacWicV aQd VWUaWegieV iW
ePSlR\V aUe VXUSUiViQg QRW VR PXch fRU WheiU bUilliaQce, bXW UaWheU
fRU WheiU SRZeUV Rf iQQXeQdR¬«

BeQeaWh SeUVRQal QaUUaWiYeV aQd be\RQd WheiU V\PSWRPV aQd
e[SUeVViRQV, Ze VeQVe Whe VWUaQge aQd SaiQfXl ]RQe Rf Whe ¶SUiYaWe
EURV·, a ]RQe ZheUe failXUeV aQd illXViRQV, VXSeUVWiWiRQV aQd falVe
SRZeUV, Whe iPageV aQd P\WhV Rf SRZeUleVVQeVV all cRQYeUge.

23

SeeQ iQ WhiV lighW, cRXld Ze QRW Va\ WhaW Rf all QeZ SheQRPeQa Whe
¶UeSUiYaWi]aWiRQ· Rf life iV Whe VWUaQgeVW, aQd WhaW WR a ceUWaiQ e[WeQW iW
eQcRPSaVVeV all Whe SUeYiRXV RQeV? TR XVe a ceUWaiQ ShilRVRShical



laQgXage Zhich e[SlaiQV QRWhiQg aQd Zhich ZRXld dePRQVWUaWe Whe
Qeed fRU a deeSeU WheRUeWical deYelRSPeQW Rf WheVe cRQceSWV aV Zell
aV Rf Whe facWV WhePVelYeV, Whe SRiQW Rf YieZ Rf WRWaliW\ beaUV ZiWQeVV
WR a ¶deWRWali]aWiRQ·.

LeW XV lRRk aW WheVe facWV PRUe clRVel\. The\ aUe SaUadR[ical. The
¶UeSUiYaWi]aWiRQ· Rf eYeU\da\ life, Zhich bRWh PRdiɹed aQd
cRQɹUPed Whe eYeU\da\ iQ Whe PRdeUQ ZRUld, VWaUWed fURP 1950
RQZaUdV. IW cRQViVWed Rf aQ eVcaSe fURP Whe QXcleaU WhUeaW aQd fURP
Whe VeWbackV Rf hiVWRU\. IW eYaded ciYic WaVkV Zhile aW Whe VaPe WiPe
VXʃeUiQg Whe P\VWiɹcaWiRQV Rf Rɽcial SXblic-PiQdedQeVV. HRZeYeU,
Ze caQQRW e[SlaiQ UeSUiYaWi]aWiRQ b\ WheVe hiVWRUical cRQdiWiRQV
alRQe, QRU aV a ViPSle UeacWiRQ WR ceUWaiQ VeWbackV. AW Whe VaPe WiPe
QeedV ZeUe beiQg aURXVed, VRPe QeZ, VRPe e[iVWiQg SRWeQWiall\ aV
PaVV SheQRPeQa aQd RQl\ cU\VWalli]ed b\ adYeUWiViQg, b\ Whe
PediaWiRQ Rf Zhich Whe\ ZeUe cRQQecWed WR WheiU RbjecWV. WhaW ZaV
PRVW VWUikiQg, aQd VWill iV, ZaV Whe iVRlaWed QaWXUe Rf WheVe QeedV aQd
Rf Whe Za\ Whe\ ZeUe VWiPXlaWed. Each RQe Rf WheP haV iWV RbjecWV
aQd iWV VlRgaQV. TheUefRUe each haV iWV RZQ diVWiQcW VaWiVfacWiRQ
Zhich dReV QRW becRPe SaUW Rf a cRheUeQW WRWaliW\. The VaWiVfacWiRQ
Rf cRQWiQgeQW QeedV b\ RbjecWV Zhich aUe WhePVelYeV e[WeUQal aQd
cRQWiQgeQW deɹQeV RQe Rf Whe chaUacWeUiVWicV Rf Whe QeZ ¶SUiYaWe life·,
ZheUe geQeUal ecRQRPic aQd VRcial QeceVViW\ iV e[SUeVVed b\ a VeUieV
Rf chaQceV (QeedV e[SeUieQced, QeedV VaWiVɹed). OQce Qeed becRPeV
Qeed fRU Whis RU fRU WhaW iW lRVeV iWV fXQdaPeQWal VSRQWaQeiW\, Zhile
failiQg WR iQdiYidXali]e deViUe. ThiV dReV QRW Pake Whe SURceVV aQ\
Whe leVV iUUeYeUVible. OSWiRQV haYe beeQ WakeQ (fRU e[aPSle, aV
UegaUdV Whe URle aQd iPSRUWaQce Rf Whe PRWRU caU!). GroZWh of needs,
alienaWion of desire iV hRZ Ze e[SUeVVed iW SUeYiRXVl\. We caQ QRZ
fRUPXlaWe iW PRUe SUeciVel\: Whe e[Wernal necessiW\ of needs and Whe
randomness of saWisfacWions, ZiWh SUiYaWe life cRQWiQXiQg WR be Whe
aUeQa Rf WheVe diVjRiQWed QeedV aQd VaWiVfacWiRQV, aQd Whe liQk Zhich
jRiQV WheP WRgeWheU.

SRciRlRgiVWV haYe QRWed hRZ Whe cRQWePSRUaU\ faPil\ haV beeQ
UedXced WR iWV ViPSleVW e[SUeVViRQ: WR iWV QXcleXV. The\ VSeak
cRPPRQl\ aQd ZiWhRXW iURQ\ Rf Whe (iVRlaWed) ¶QXcleaU faPil\·. Well,
WhiV QXcleXV iV beiQg cRQVRlidaWed.31 ThiV ¶UeVidXal deSRViW· haV QRW



\eW bURkeQ XS. IW PaQifeVWV iWVelf ViPXlWaQeRXVl\ aV a UeVidXal
deSRViW aQd aV a SURdXcW (Zhich iV VRPeWhiQg Ze haYe Vaid abRXW
Whe eYeU\da\ iQ geQeUal). The faPil\ haV QRW VSliQWeUed aV ZaV
e[SecWed a feZ decadeV agR. ¶ReSUiYaWi]aWiRQ· iV QRQe Whe leVV
VXUSUiViQg fRU QRW deUiYiQg fURP a SUeciVe, fRUeVeeable fXQcWiRQ. IW
dePRQVWUaWeV WhaW Pa\be Whe VRcial caQQRW be UedXced WR Whe
fXQcWiRQal, aQd WhaW Whe ¶UeVidXal· QRW RQl\ iV able WR SeUViVW, bXW caQ
alVR gURZ VWURQgeU. IQ aQ\ caVe, VSecialiVWV caQ aUgXe eQdleVVl\ abRXW
Whe fXQcWiRQal aQd iWV liQkV ZiWh Whe Ueal aQd Whe VWUXcWXUal. CRXld
Whe SUiYaWe life aQd Whe faPil\ Rf WRda\ be ¶VXSUafXQcWiRQal·? IQ
ceUWaiQ ciUcXPVWaQceV, ZRXld QRW VhelWeU fURP e[WeUQal daQgeUV aQd
SUeVVXUeV deɹQe a ¶fXQcWiRQ·? IQ facW, Whe ePeUgeQce Rf QeedV aQd
Whe cRQVXPSWiRQ Rf gRRdV iQ WhiV da\ aQd age caQ be VeeQ aV beiQg
¶fXQcWiRQal· iQ Whe ¶iQVWiWXWiRQali]ed· fUaPeZRUk Rf Whe faPil\ aQd Rf
SUiYaWe life.

IQ aQ\ eYeQW, eYeU\da\, SUiYaWe RU ¶UeSUiYaWi]ed· life aQd faPil\
life aUe WheVe da\V iQWiPaWel\ liQked WRgeWheU. AlWhRXgh Whe eYeU\da\
dReV QRW UeVWUicW iWVelf WR Whe iQWeUQal life Rf Whe faPil\ gURXS aQd WR
¶SUiYaWe life·, iW eQcRPSaVVeV Whe WhiQgV Zhich aʃecW WheP. TheUefRUe
iW iQclXdeV ZhaWeYeU eVcaSeV fURP RWheU gURXSV aV VXch, VRPeWhiQg
Zhich VhRXld QRW Pake XV fRUgeW WhaW iQ iWV Za\ SUiYaWe faPil\ life
SeQeWUaWeV, ePShaVi]eV aQd cRlRXUV eYeU\WhiQg Zhich VSillV RYeU iQWR
iW ² ZRUk, leiVXUe acWiYiWieV, VRciabiliW\, cXlWXUe.

The diɽcXlW\ heUe iV WhaW if Ze aUe WR gUaVS all Whe cRQWUadicWiRQV
Rf UealiW\, Ze PXVW QRW RYeUlRRk a ViQgle RQe Rf iWV aVSecWV. LeW XV
Uecall MaU[·V YeU\ illXPiQaWiQg RbVeUYaWiRQ: ¶The abVWUacWiRQ Rf Whe
sWaWe as sXch ZaV QRW bRUQ XQWil Whe PRdeUQ ZRUld becaXVe Whe
abVWUacWiRQ Rf SUiYaWe life ZaV QRW cUeaWed XQWil PRdeUQ WiPeV.·32

ThiV fRUPXla allRZV XV WR Slace Whe eYeU\da\ ZiWhiQ PRdeUQiW\, aQd
Ze Zill haYe caXVe WR UePiQd RXUVelYeV Rf iW PRUe WhaQ RQce.
IQdeed, Whe SaUadR[ Rf Whe ViWXaWiRQ iV QRW Whe cRQVRlidaWiRQ Rf
faPil\ life UedXced WR Whe ¶QXcleaU·, QRU Whe SURceVV Rf
¶UeSUiYaWi]aWiRQ·. WhaW iV VXUSUiViQg iV Whe VeW Rf cRQWUadicWiRQV
Zhich accRPSaQ\ WhiV SURceVV aQd Zhich cRQVWiWXWe iW.
¶ReSUiYaWi]aWiRQ· WakeV Slace Zhile hiVWRU\ iV VSeediQg XS. IW iV QRW
RQl\ liQked WR Whe VeWbackV, WUialV aQd daQgeUV cRQcealed ZiWhiQ WhiV



headlRQg acceleUaWiRQ; iW iV alVR liQked WR WechQRlRg\. Well,
begiQQiQg ZiWh UadiR aQd WeleYiViRQ, WechQRlRg\ VhRXld haYe giYeQ
SUiYaWe life acceVV WR VRcial aQd SRliWical life, WR hiVWRU\ aQd WR
kQRZledge. BXW Zhile life aQd cRQVciRXVQeVV aUe becRPiQg
¶glRbali]ed·, cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd SUiYaWe life aUe ZiWhdUaZiQg iQWR
WhePVelYeV, aQd WhiV SURdXceV VRPe XQe[SecWed UeVXlWV. PUedicWable
aQd e[SecWed, ¶glRbali]aWiRQ· iV beiQg achieYed iQ Whe PRde Rf
ZiWhdUaZal. IQ hiV aUPchaiU, Whe SUiYaWe PaQ ² ZhR haV eYeQ
VWRSSed VeeiQg hiPVelf aV a ciWi]eQ ² ZiWQeVVeV Whe XQiYeUVe ZiWhRXW
haYiQg a hRld RYeU iW aQd ZiWhRXW Ueall\ ZaQWiQg WR. He lRRkV aW Whe
ZRUld. He becRPeV glRbali]ed, bXW aV aQ e\e, SXUel\ aQd ViPSl\. He
¶leaUQV· VRPeWhiQg. BXW ZhaW e[acWl\ dReV WhiV leaUQiQg cRQViVW Rf? IW
dReV QRW cRQViVW Rf geQXiQe kQRZledge, QRU Rf SRZeU RYeU Whe WhiQgV
VeeQ, QRU Rf Ueal SaUWiciSaWiRQ iQ eYeQWV. IW iV a QeZ PRdaliW\ Rf
lRRkiQg: a VRcial ga]e Zhich UeVWV RQ Whe iPage Rf WhiQgV bXW Zhich
iV UedXced WR SRZeUleVVQeVV, Whe SRVVeVViRQ Rf a falVe cRQVciRXVQeVV,
TXaVi-kQRZledge aQd QRQ-SaUWiciSaWiRQ. WiWhRXW VeeiQg WhaW iW iV
dRiQg VR, WhiV ga]e baQiVheV Ueal kQRZledge, Ueal SRZeU aQd Ueal
SaUWiciSaWiRQ. IW Ueall\ iV a priYaWe ga]e, Whe ga]e Rf Whe SUiYaWe PaQ
ZhR haV becRPe VRcial, aQd deVSiWe Whe facW WhaW iW haUbRXUV Whe
SRWeQWial fRU iQWeUeVWV, fRU eQjR\PeQWV, aQd fRU a kiQd Rf ¶PRVaic· Rf
cXlWXUe.33

¶ReSUiYaWi]aWiRQ· haV iWV SleaVaQW adYaQWageV; iW cUeaWeV a ceUWaiQ
WaVWe aQd a ceUWaiQ Vkill iQ Whe XVe Rf eYeU\da\ RbjecWV. AW Whe VaPe
WiPe, iWV eQd SURdXcW iV VXbPiVViRQ WR aQ iPSeUVRQal, eQc\clRSedic
aQd YXlgaUi]ed cXlWXUe; like Whe fePiQiQe SUeVV, iW iQWURdXceV PRUal
RUdeU WhURXgh iQQXeQdR; iW faciliWaWeV all Whe UiggiQg aQd ɹ[iQg WhaW
gReV RQ iQ PaVV iQfRUPaWiRQ. IW iV Whe ZRUld aV aQ eQWiW\ SaVViYel\
SeUceiYed, aQd ZiWhRXW eʃecWiYe SaUWiciSaWiRQ, aQd SURceVVeV XQfRld
ZiWhiQ iW Zhich aUe YiVible bXW iQacceVVible: WechQRlRg\, VSace
e[SlRUaWiRQ, SRliWical VWUaWegieV. UQdeU Whe VRciali]ed ga]e Zhich
VXbVWiWXWeV fRU Whe acWiYe cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf VRcial SUacWice, WheVe
SURceVVeV YaQiVh iQWR Whe diVWaQce aW bUeakQeck VSeed.

SR Whe ZRUd ¶SUiYaWe· haV QRW lRVW iWV PaiQ PeaQiQg: SUiYaWiRQ.
PUiYaWe life UePaiQV SUiYaWiRQ. The ¶ZRUld· iV WheUe WR SlXg XS Whe
hRleV, ɹll iQ Whe cUackV, SaSeU RYeU Whe gaSV, caPRXɻage Whe



fUXVWUaWiRQV. TiPe iV cUaPPed fXll aQd life VeePV ɹW WR bXUVW. OU elVe
iW iV ePSW\. ¶ChRck-a-blRck fXll aQd cRPSleWel\ ePSW\.·

AW Whe VaPe WiPe aV life ZaV beiQg ¶UeSUiYaWi]ed·, SRZeU aQd
ZealWh ZeUe beiQg SeUVRQali]ed, aQd b\ Whe VaPe PeaQV. PXblic aQd
SRliWical life becaPe ladeQ ZiWh iPageV bRUURZed fURP SUiYaWe life.
FRU a lRQg WiPe, SeUhaSV fURP Whe VWaUW, ¶SXblic· PeQ aQd ZRPeQ ²
iQ RWheU ZRUdV, SRZeUfXl RU faPRXV SeRSle ² ZeUe cRPPRQSlaceV.
The\ belRQged (aSSaUeQWl\) WR eYeU\RQe. ThiV illXViRQ ZaV SaUW Rf
Whe Za\ SRliWicV RSeUaWed. IW ZaV SaUW Rf Whe eVVeQce Rf Whe VWaWe aQd
Rf Whe cXlWXUe Zhich had beeQ eVWabliVhed abRYe VRcieW\ Zhile
aSSeaUiQg WR UePaiQ SaUW Rf iW. IW ZaV QRW iQcRPSaWible ZiWh
dePRcUac\ aV a SRliWical V\VWeP. IW ZaV RQe Rf Whe PRUe hRQRXUable
aQd UelaWiYel\ SURfRXQd cRQWUadicWiRQV Rf a dePRcUac\ Zhich had
beeQ UelaWiYel\ VXcceVVfXll\ eVWabliVhed.

UViQg PRdeUQ PeaQV, WhiV illXViRQ deSlR\V iWVelf iQ a YaVW
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ Rf Ueal aQd SUacWical VRcial life. We aUe VSaUed QR
deWail Rf Whe eYeU\da\ liYeV Rf SUiQceV aQd TXeeQV, Rf VWaUV aQd
PilliRQaiUeV, ViQce ¶gUeaW PeQ· aQd ¶bRVVeV· aQd eYeQ ¶heUReV· haYe aQ
eYeU\da\ life RQ a SaU ZiWh RXU RZQ. We ¶kQRZ· WheiU baWhURRPV
alPRVW aV Zell aV Ze kQRZ RXU RZQ, Ze ¶kQRZ· WheiU PaQViRQV
alPRVW aV Zell aV Ze kQRZ RXU RZQ ɻaW, Ze ¶kQRZ· WheiU bRdieV
alPRVW aV Zell aV Ze kQRZ RXU RZQ. ThiV ¶kQRZledge·, if Ze caQ call
iW WhaW, iV VSUead WhURXghRXW Whe ZRUld b\ PeaQV Rf iPageV, aQd
helSV WR cUeaWe Whe aWWUacWiRQ RU SRZeUfXl iQɻXeQce WheVe celebUiWieV
e[eUW. The\ aUe VlaYeV WR WhiV kQRZledge. The\ caQQRW dR ZiWhRXW iW.
The\ kQRZ WhiV, aQd VXbPiW WR Whe dePaQdV Rf Whe SXblic aQd Rf
SXbliciW\, eYeQ if iW PeaQV WhaW Whe\ WRR PXVW ɹQd UefXge elVeZheUe.
IQ VhRUW, VeeQ fURP WhiV aQgle, gUaQdeXU aQd Whe VXbliPe aUe UeVWRUed
WR Whe eYeU\da\. The SXblic becRPeV SUiYaWe aQd Whe SUiYaWe
becRPeV SXblic, bXW iQ aSSeaUaQce RQl\, ViQce SRZeU UeWaiQV iWV
SURSeUWieV aQd ZealWh iWV SRVVibiliWieV. The hXPbleVW ciWi]eQ kQRZV
hiV SUiQce. He haV beeQ able WR Vee hiP clRVe XS, alPRVW aV if he
cRXld WRXch hiP; bXW RQce he acceSWV WhiV illXViRQ, he haV VWRSSed
beiQg a ciWi]eQ. The hXPbleVW faUP-haQd ¶kQRZV· TXeeQV, SUiQceVVeV
aQd ɹlPVWaUV. BXW if he Ueall\ belieYeV he haV aWWaiQed a ¶kQRZledge·
Rf VRPeWhiQg, he iV beiQg WUaSSed b\ RQe Rf PRdeUQiW\·V VWUaQgeVW



aQd PRVW diVWXUbiQg alieQaWiRQV. The UifW beWZeeQ Whe SUiYaWe aQd
Whe SXblic haV beeQ RYeUcRPe iQ aSSeaUaQce RQl\. The VXSeUVeVViRQ
Rf WheVe WZR aVSecWV Rf VRcial SUacWice iV QRWhiQg PRUe WhaQ aQ
illXViRQ.

The VRcial aSSeaUV PRUe RSeQ aQd PRUe WUaQVSaUeQW WhaQ eYeU
befRUe. The sociali]aWion of socieW\ haV adRSWed QeZ fRUPV, PRUe
e[WeQViYe WhaQ SUeYiRXV RQeV, aQd RQ a WUXl\ ¶ZRUld· Vcale, bXW
P\VWiɹcaWiRQ, alieQaWiRQ aQd SUiYaWiRQ haYe alVR adRSWed a ZRUld
diPeQViRQ. HRZeYeU, iW iV cXUiRXVl\ ¶ZRUldl\ PiQded·, aQd WXUQV Whe
ZRUld iQWR a caUicaWXUe Rf iWVelf.

The ZRUld caUUieV RQ iWV bXViQeVV beQeaWh a ga]e Zhich haV
becRPe VRcial. BXW ZhaW haSSeQV iQ SeRSle·V hRPeV, iQ Whe
eQclRVXUe Rf WheiU SUiYaWe liYeV aQd behiQd Whe Zall WhaW iV WheiU
fRUehead? VieZed fURP RXWVide, SUiYaWe life aSSeaUV RSaTXe. FURP
Whe ZaUP aQd daPS iQWiPac\ ZiWhiQ, iW iV ZhaW iV RXWVide Zhich
aSSeaUV WhUeaWeQiQg, VWRUP-WRVVed aQd RSaTXe. IQVide, Ze dR QRW
kQRZ ZhaW iV haSSeQiQg RXWVide, ZheUe eYeQWV cRPe fURP RU ZhaW
caXVeV WeQViRQV. The PRVW SeWW\ Vide Rf Whe eYeU\da\ becRPeV
UeaVVXUiQg. TheUe, iQ SUiYaWe life, Ze WhiQk Ze aUe VXUe Rf beiQg
lRYed RU haWed (RU bRWh aW RQce), Rf beiQg SURWecWed aQd VPRWheUed,
Rf beiQg WakeQ caUe Rf aQd SXVhed WRZaUdV PRUbid VWaWeV Rf PiQd.
We aUe giYeQ Whe aVVXUaQce WhaW hRZeYeU iQVigQiɹcaQW Ze Pa\ be, aW
leaVW Ze e[iVW. ThiV iV RQe QXcleXV Rf Whe eYeU\da\, aQd RQe Rf iWV
SRlaUiWieV.

IW iV Whe Slace ZheUe VigQiɹcaWiRQV UiVe aQd WheQ fall aZa\ iQWR
iQVigQiɹcaQce. (LeW XV Wake a ShRWR albXP. EYeU\ face aQd eYeU\
VceQe cRQWaiQV aQ eSiVRde RU VXPV XS a SeUiRd iQ VRPeRQe·V life;
each iPage iV lRaded ZiWh VigQiɹcaWiRQV. VeU\ TXickl\, WheVe faceV
aQd VceQeV fade aZa\; Whe\ becRPe fRUgRWWeQ, d\iQg WheiU RZQ
VRcial deaWh, aQd aUe dead fRU eYeU; dUaPaV lRVe WheiU cXWWiQg edge
aQd WhiQgV lRVe WheiU halR Rf PeaQiQg «)

ThXV ¶UeSUiYaWi]aWiRQ· iV SURlRQgiQg aQd UeSlaciQg Whe
iQdiYidXaliVP Rf Whe eaUlieU SeUiRd, b\ VXbVWiWXWiQg Whe VPall faPil\
gURXS iQ Slace Rf Whe iQdiYidXal. OXU VRcieW\ haUbRXUV SURfRXQd
cRQWUadicWiRQV, Zhich PaUk Whe QeceVVaU\ aQd iQeYiWable
¶VRciali]aWiRQ Rf VRcieW\·. While QRW PakiQg iW cRPSleWel\



SURblePaWic, WheVe cRQWUadicWiRQV dR UaiVe PaQ\ SURblePV. GURXSV
aUe geWWiQg laUgeU (ciWieV, bXViQeVVeV, claVVeV) Zhile aW Whe VaPe WiPe
Whe diʃeUeQWiaWiRQV aW Whe heaUW Rf WheVe gURXSV aUe becRPiQg PRUe
VWURQgl\ aVVeUWed. IQfRUPaWiRQ iV iQcUeaViQg Zhile diUecW cRQWacWV aUe
iQ decliQe. RelaWiRQV aUe becRPiQg PRUe QXPeURXV Zhile WheiU
iQWeQViW\ aQd aXWheQWiciW\ aUe diPiQiVhiQg. AlRQg ZiWh VegUegaWiRQV
cRPe diYeUViWieV, aQd ZiWh SRVVibiliWieV Rf iQiWiaWiYe aQd fUeedRP
cRPe VWUicWeU cRQdiWiRQiQgV.

WiWhdUaZal iQWR Whe Velf iV SaVViYe iQ UelaWiRQ WR aQ RYeUcRPSle[
VRcial UealiW\ Zhich RVcillaWeV beWZeeQ iQQXeQdR aQd bUXWal
e[SliciWQeVV, bXW iW aSSeaUV WR be a VRlXWiRQ Rf VRUWV. IW iV aV diɽcXlW
WR aVVeVV aV iW iV WR XQdeUVWaQd. IW caQQRW be Vaid WhaW
¶UeSUiYaWi]aWiRQ· haV QRW beeQ acWiYel\ chosen. TheUe haV beeQ aQ
opWion, aQd a geQeUal RQe (VRcial RSWiRQV, gURXS chRiceV, VRciall\
acceSWed aQd adRSWed SURSRValV fRU chRice). NRU caQ iW be Vaid WhaW
iW haV beeQ chRVeQ fUeel\. HRZeYeU, Whe chRice iWVelf iV iPSRVed aQd
Whe VRlXWiRQ iV iQdicaWed RU cRXQWeUPaQded. ThiV cRQVWUaiQW RSeUaWeV
ZiWhiQ a faiUl\ QaUURZ PaUgiQ Rf fUeedRP; Whe ZeighW fURP RXWVide
aQd fURP Whe ¶ZRUld· becRPeV iQcUeaViQgl\ RSSUeVViYe fRU aQ
iQWiPac\ Zhich haV beeQ PeWaPRUShRVed iQWR a PaVV SheQRPeQRQ.

IV WhiV a lifeVW\le, RU iV iW life XQeTXiYRcall\ VWUiSSed Rf all VW\le?
AlWhRXgh Ze ZRXld WeQd WRZaUdV Whe VecRQd Rf WheVe h\SRWheVeV, iW
iV VWill WRR eaUl\ WR Ueach a deciViRQ; VcUXWiQ\ Rf WheVe h\SRWheVeV aQd
WhiV SURbleP iV SaUW Rf Whe sociolog\ of boredom «

VeU\ Rddl\, ¶UeSUiYaWi]aWiRQ· WhUeZ cUiWical VWXd\ Rf Whe eYeU\da\
Rʃ cRXUVe. ¶ReSUiYaWi]aWiRQ· cRQɹUPed Whe eYeU\da\, bXW iQ aQ
XQe[SecWed Za\; iW PRdiɹed aQd UecRQVWiWXWed iW PRUe fRUcefXll\
WhaQ befRUe aV ¶SUiYaWiRQ· aQd aV Whe dRPaiQ Rf aSSeaUaQceV. ThiV
XQe[SecWed cRQVRlidaWiRQ WhUeZ Whe VWXd\ Rf iW Rʃ WUack, becaXVe iW
alWeUed Whe VXbjecW aQd Whe Za\ Rf VeeiQg iW, aV Zell aV Whe PeWhRdV
beiQg ePSlR\ed.

We haYe lefW VeYeUal Rf Whe PRVW VXUSUiViQg hiVWRUical cRQdiWiRQV Rf
¶UeSUiYaWi]aWiRQ· WR RQe Vide, fRU e[aPSle Whe WePSRUaU\ RU
SeUPaQeQW lRVV Rf SUeVWige Rf Whe cRllecWiYe. SeeQ aV a hiVWRUical
SheQRPeQRQ, WhiV lRVV Rf SUeVWige ZaV iWVelf PRWiYaWed iQ PaQ\
SV\chRlRgical aQd VRciRlRgical Za\V: e[SeUieQce Rf Whe UeVWUicWiYe



QaWXUe Rf Whe cRllecWiYe; aQ eQd WR Whe illXViRQ Rf a ¶caWhaUViV· fRU Whe
iQdiYidXal aQd hiV WURXbleV b\ PeaQV Rf Whe VRcial; aQ eQd WR Whe
illXViRQ Rf a haSS\ eTXilibUiXP fRU Whe iQdiYidXal ZiWhiQ Whe VRcial;
aQd Whe Ueali]aWiRQ WhaW ecRQRPic aQd SRliWical RUgaQi]aWiRQ aQd
RYeURUgaQi]aWiRQ ZeUe abVRUbiQg SUiYaWe life ZiWhRXW cUeaWiQg a
lifeVW\le fUee Rf ¶SUiYaWiRQ·, eWc. WhaW iV PRVW aVWRQiVhiQg iQ all Rf
WhiV iV QRW WhaW Whe cRllecWiYe had beeQ UeVRUWed WR, QRU Whe facW WhaW
WhiV failed. FRU a lRQg SeUiRd Rf WiPe, SeRSle ZeUe hRSiQg aQd
ZaiWiQg fRU a Uadical WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ Rf eYeU\da\ life: a QeZ life.
OQl\ Whe cRllecWiYe (RU UaWheU a ceUWaiQ UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ Rf Whe
cRllecWiYe) VeePed caSable Rf deliYeUiQg WhiV WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ. ThiV
ZaV Whe PeaQiQg Rf Whe ¶UWRSiaQ VRcialiVP· Zhich ZaV VR clRVel\
liQked WR ¶VcieQWiɹc VRcialiVP·. The hiVWRU\ Rf VRcialiVP RʃeUV a
WZRfRld leVVRQ: Whe fall Rf Whe cRllecWiYe aV a WUaQVfRUPiQg ageQW Rf
eYeU\da\ life, aQd Whe UiVe Rf WechQRlRg\ aQd iWV SURblePV. GiYeQ
WhiV WZRfRld e[SeUieQce, aQd giYeQ WhaW Whe idea Rf a UeYRlXWiRQaU\
WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ Rf Whe eYeU\da\ haV alPRVW YaQiVhed, Whe ZiWhdUaZal
iQWR aQ eYeU\da\ Zhich haV QRW beeQ WUaQVfRUPed bXW Zhich haV
beQeɹWed fURP a VPall SURSRUWiRQ Rf WechQical SURgUeVV becRPeV
SeUfecWl\ XQdeUVWaQdable. NR, ZhaW iV PRVW aVWRQiVhiQg iV SeUhaSV
Whe facW WhaW WhiV ZiWhdUaZal haV iQ QR Za\ VWRSSed cRllecWiYe
RUgaQi]aWiRQ aQd RYeURUgaQi]aWiRQ cRQWiQXiQg WR RSeUaWe RQ iWV RZQ
leYel: Whe VWaWe, iPSRUWaQW deciViRQV, bXUeaXcUac\. ¶ReSUiYaWi]ed· life
haV iWV RZQ leYel, aQd Whe laUge iQVWiWXWiRQV haYe WheiUV. TheVe leYelV
aUe jX[WaSRVed RU VXSeUiPSRVed.

CRQVRlidaWed aURXQd WhiV QXcleXV, SUiYaWe life aQd Whe eYeU\da\
SURYide aQ alibi fRU eVcaSiQg fURP hiVWRU\, fURP failXUeV, fURP UiVkV
aQd fURP WhUeaWV, aQd WhiV cUeaWeV a gXlf beWZeeQ ¶Whe liYed· aQd Whe
dRPaiQ Rf hiVWRU\,34 Zhich iV a cRQVeTXeQce Rf iWV VeWbackV aQd
backZaUd VXUgeV. BXW leW XV QRW be PiVled. TR be UeWiceQW abRXW
hiVWRU\, WR UXQ aZa\ fURP Whe hiVWRUical aQd fURP Whe SURblePV Rf
VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle (iQ RWheU ZRUdV, WR UXQ aZa\ fURP SRliWicV), iV
QeYeUWheleVV RQe Rf Whe Za\V hiVWRU\ iV liYed. The e[WUa-hiVWRUiciW\ Rf
PRdeUQ eYeU\da\ life iV iWVelf a PRdaliW\ Rf hiVWRU\ aQd a
dePRQVWUaWiRQ Rf iWV iQQeU cRQɻicWV. WheQ Whe eYeU\da\ cRQVRlidaWeV
iWVelf aV ¶SUiYaWe life· iW dReV QRW eliPiQaWe hiVWRU\, QR PRUe WhaQ



ZhaW iV deWeUPiQed eliPiQaWeV Whe UaQdRPQeVV iW cRQWaiQV. ¶NR
WhURZ Rf Whe dice caQ eliPiQaWe chaQce.·35 HeViWaWiRQV, hidiQg
SlaceV, eVcaSe URXWeV, Whe\ all diVgXiVe PaQ\ WhiQgV aQd SUeYeQW
QRWhiQg. NeYeU did hiVWRU\ SXUVXe SeRSle WR Whe e[WeQW iW haV ViQce
SeRSle haYe eQWUeQched WhePVelYeV agaiQVW iW aQd aWWePSW WR Wake
SaUW iQ eYeQWV aV VSecWaWRUV Rf iPageV.

NeYeUWheleVV iW UePaiQV WUXe WhaW QRW eYeU\WhiQg iV eTXall\
hiVWRUical, RU eTXall\ ¶cXlWXUal·.

AlWhRXgh iQ facW PeQ dR QRW eVcaSe hiVWRU\, RU cXlWXUe, RU
kQRZledge, aQd aUe faVciQaWed b\ WheP SUeciVel\ becaXVe Rf Whe
gURZiQg gaS beWZeeQ VXch e[WeUQal fRUceV aQd WheiU RZQ liYeV, Whe\
QeYeUWheleVV cRQVRlidaWe a leYel Rf UealiW\ Zhich RʃeUV a kiQd Rf
SaVViYe UeViVWaQce WR hiVWRU\ aQd kQRZledge. IQ ceUWaiQ caVeV WhiV
UeViVWaQce becRPeV acWiYe; aQd VR, ZiWhdUaZQ ZiWhiQ WheiU RZQ
eYeU\da\ UealiW\, Whe PePbeUV Rf a VRcial gURXS caQ RSSRVe aQ
eQeP\, aQ RccXS\iQg SRZeU, a ¶cUeaWRU· Rf eYeQWV RU a SRliWical
leadeU.

IQ RXU YieZ, WheUe iV a VeQVe WR ¶UeSUiYaWi]aWiRQ·. IW caQQRW be
deɹQed ViPSl\ aV Whe VeaUch fRU aQ alibi RU a PeaQV Rf eVcaSe fURP
hiVWRU\. IQ iWV UeacWiRQV WR Whe VeWbackV Rf UeYRlXWiRQ RU Whe daQgeU Rf
SlaQeWaU\ e[WeUPiQaWiRQ, iW iV QRW ViPSl\ bXU\iQg iWV head iQ Whe
VaQd. ClXPVil\ bXW iQViVWeQWl\, iW iV VeekiQg aQ acceSWable Za\
fRUZaUd: QRW aQ abVRlXWe baUUieU beWZeeQ Whe SUiYaWe aQd Whe SXblic,
beWZeeQ Whe iQdiYidXal aQd Whe VRcial aQd Whe hiVWRUical ² QRU a
cRPSleWel\ fUee SaVVage Zhich ZRXld abRliVh Whe chaUacWeUiVWicV Rf
Whe fRUPeU iQ faYRXU Rf Whe laWWeU, aQd Zhich ZRXld be QRWhiQg PRUe
WhaQ a gaSiQg YRid. Radical cUiWiTXe Rf ¶UeSUiYaWi]aWiRQ· dReV QRW VWRS
XV fURP XQdeUVWaQdiQg iW; RQ Whe cRQWUaU\, XQdeUVWaQdiQg iW iV jXVW aV
iPSRUWaQW aV e[SlaiQiQg iW.

AlRQg ZiWh ¶UeSUiYaWi]aWiRQ· aUe YaUiRXV SheQRPeQa deUiYiQg fURP
VRcial liQkV aQd UelaWiRQV: Whe UeiQVWaWePeQW Rf ceUWaiQ aʃecWiYe
WRQaliWieV (VXch aV fUieQdVhiS aQd cRPUadeVhiS) aQd ill-deɹQed
YalXeV aVVRciaWed ZiWh gURXSV liQked b\ aɽQiW\ RU aɽliaWiRQ ² a
heViWaQW UeWXUQ WR VRcial VSRQWaQeiW\. MRUeRYeU, Whe ¶ZRUld Rf
RbjecWV· haV aVVXPed QeZ iPSRUWaQce, Zhile aW Whe VaPe WiPe iW haV
becRPe PRUe diYeUViɹed: faPiliaU RU XQfaPiliaU WechQical iWePV,



XVefXl RU XVeleVV iWePV, lX[XU\ iWePV, aeVWheWic iWePV, RbjecWV Zhich
iPSRVe ceUWaiQ behaYiRXU SaWWeUQV RU Zhich allRZ fRU iQiWiaWiYe b\
aSSealiQg WR Whe iPagiQaWiRQ, WR ePRWiRQV, WR PePRU\. TR VWXd\ WhiV
ZRUld Rf RbjecWV aQd hRZ iW iV diYided aQd claVViɹed ZRXld UeTXiUe a
logisWics of eYer\da\ life.
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IV WhiV a PaWWeU fRU ShilRVRSh\ RU ShilRVRShical aQal\ViV? YeW agaiQ:
\es and no. YeV, ViQce cUiWical aQal\ViV aQd SUeVeQWaWiRQ Rf Whe
eYeU\da\ XVe caWegRUieV Zhich RUigiQaWe iQ ShilRVRSh\:
aSSURSUiaWiRQ, alieQaWiRQ, SUiYaWiRQ, SRZeU (Rf PaQ RYeU QaWXUe aQd
RYeU hiV RZQ QaWXUe), Qeed, deViUe, cUiWical QegaWiYiW\, eWc.

AQd \eW, QR. BefRUe Whe\ caQ be XVed iQ Whe SXUVXiW Rf cRQcUeWe
kQRZledge, WheVe caWegRUieV PXVW be e[WUicaWed fURP Whe
V\VWePaWi]aWiRQV ZiWhiQ Zhich ShilRVRShical WhRXghW haV iPSUiVRQed
WheP, aQd Pade WR VWaQd aSaUW fURP aQ\ VSeciɹcall\ ShilRVRShical
V\VWeP.

SR ZhaW iV Whe cRUe iVVXe? IQ RXU YieZ, cUiWical VWXd\ Rf Whe
eYeU\da\ cRQWUibXWeV WRZaUdV a dialecWical anWhropolog\ Zhich iV
iWVelf deSeQdeQW XSRQ (RU cRiQcideQWal ZiWh) a dialecWical hXmanism.

The Ueal cRUe iVVXe iV WR deɹQe PaQkiQd. MaU[iVW dRgPaWiVP
deɹQed iW b\ labRXU aQd fRU labRXU, aV a SURdXceU. BXW acWiYe PaQ
cUeaWeV Whe hXPaQ ZRUld aQd, WhURXgh Whe acW Rf SURdXcWiRQ,
SURdXceV hiPVelf. He dReV QRW ViPSl\ SURdXce WhiQgV, iPSlePeQWV RU
gRRdV; he alVR SURdXceV hiVWRU\ aQd ViWXaWiRQV. He cUeaWeV ¶hXPaQ
QaWXUe·: QaWXUe iQ hiPVelf aQd fRU hiPVelf, QaWXUe aSSURSUiaWed WR
PaQ b\ PeaQV Rf hiV PaQ\ cRQɻicWV. MaU[iVW dRgPaWiVP deWeUPiQeV
PaQ XQilaWeUall\, aQd fRUegURXQdV Whe RXWVide ZRUld aQd Whe WhiQg,
aQd SRZeU RYeU PaWWeU aQd PaWeUial SURdXcWiRQ. IW haV
SaUeQWheVi]ed PaQ·V QaWXUe aQd Whe iQQeU aSSURSUiaWiRQ Rf QaWXUe b\
Whe hXPaQ. IQ iWV SedagRg\, iQ iWV ShilRVRSh\ aQd iQ iWV SURSagaQda,
iQ iWV aUW aQd iQ iWV V\VWeP Rf edXcaWiRQ, iWV cRQceSWiRQ Rf WheP iV
SXUel\ cXUVRU\.



All dRgPaWiVPV PXWilaWe Whe hXPaQ b\ deWeUPiQiQg iW aV
VRPeWhiQg XQilaWeUal. The\ Wake aZa\ RQe RU VeYeUal Rf iWV
diPeQViRQV. OXU VWaUWiQg SRiQW iV a WRWaliW\, bXW diʃeUeQWiaWed
accRUdiQg WR diPeQViRQ aQd leYel. OXU VWaUWiQg SRiQW iV a WRWal
hXPaQ SheQRPeQRQ: ¶Qeed²ZRUk²SleaVXUe·, ¶VSeak²Pake²liYe·. The
WeUP ¶SheQRPeQRQ· VhRZV Whe Zill WR VXSeUVede ShilRVRShical
RQWRlRg\ aQd QRW WR SUeVXPe WR e[haXVW Whe hXPaQ aQd Whe ¶ZRUld·
b\ deɹQiQg WheP aV eVVeQceV.

CRXld Whe hXPaQ be eVVeQWiall\ cXlWXUal? CRXld iW be deɹQed b\
WRRlV aQd WechQRlRg\, UeaVRQ, LRgRV RU laQgXage, b\ kQRZledge, b\
cXlWXUe, b\ aQ aQal\Wic iQWellecW Zhich calcXlaWeV aQd RUgaQi]eV?
TheVe deɹQiWiRQV aUe jXVW aV acceSWable aQd jXVW aV liPiWed aV
deɹQiWiRQV Zhich XVe hiVWRUiciW\, RU SUacWical UeaVRQ Zhich SURjecWV
aQd Ueali]eV RbjecWiYeV b\ WakiQg UiVkV aQd RSWiRQV, aQd leVV UaWiRQal
deɹQiWiRQV Zhich XVe dUeaPV, laXghWeU, Sla\, lRYe RU aZaUeQeVV Rf
deaWh.

¶MaQ· iV WhiV, bXW RWheU WhiQgV (RU RWheU ¶QRQ-WhiQgV·) aV Zell. He iV
a SlXUaliW\ Rf diPeQViRQV, a PXlWiSliciW\ Rf fRUPV aQd VWUXcWXUeV. He
iV a VhifWiQg hieUaUch\ Rf leYelV (Zhich PeaQV WhaW Whe XVXal cRQceSW
Rf ¶VWUXcWXUe· PXVW be PRdiɹed aQd d\QaPi]ed). ThXV he iV alVR Whe
eYeU\da\, iQ VR faU aV Whe eYeU\da\ iQWURdXceV aQ XQeYeQl\
deYelRSed leYel iQWR WRWaliW\, Zhich QeYeUWheleVV WUaQVfRUPV iWVelf,
aQd Zhich abRYe all mXsW WUaQVfRUP iWVelf. IQ Whe ZRUdV Rf NieW]Vche,
¶MaQ iV Whe aQiPal Zhich iV QRW \eW deɹQed.· We ZRXld add Whe
eYeU\da\ WR Whe diPeQViRQV Ze haYe SUeYiRXVl\ deɹQed, aQd WhaW
eYeU\da\ iV VRPeWhiQg Zhich XUgeQWl\ QeedV WR be WUaQVfRUPed, VR
WhaW iWV WheRU\ caQQRW be VeSaUaWed fURP a UeYRlXWiRQaU\ SUa[iV
Zhich haV beeQ UeVWRUed WR all iWV fRUPeU bUeadWh, aQd fURP a YiViRQ
Rf ZhaW iV SRVVible (aQd iPSRVVible).

DialecWical aQWhURSRlRg\ dReV QRW e[clXde cXlWXUe bXW QeiWheU dReV
iW SaUeQWheVi]e QaWXUe iQ Whe QaPe Rf cXlWXUe (Zhich ZRXld be a
¶cXlWXUaliVP·). IW VWXdieV Whe cRQɻicWXal ¶QaWXUe/cXlWXUe· UelaWiRQ,
SaUWicXlaUl\ RQ Whe leYel ZheUe iW PaQifeVWV iWVelf: iQ Whe eYeU\da\. IW
dReV QRW e[clXde Whe hiVWRUical aQd dReV QRW Slace ¶Whe liYed· RXWVide
hiVWRU\. IW VWXdieV Whe cRQɻicWXal ¶hiVWRUiciW\/liYed· UelaWiRQ,
SaUWicXlaUl\ RQ Whe leYel ZheUe iW PaQifeVWV iWVelf: iQ eYeU\da\ life.



B\ cRQceQWUaWiQg RQ WhiV hXPble WeUUiWRU\, Zhich fRUPV aQd
VWUXcWXUeV bRWh iQhabiW, iW hRSeV WR aYRid XQilaWeUaliWieV aQd
QeRfeWiVhiVPV (Rf VigQiɹcaWiRQ, Rf QRQ-VigQiɹcaWiRQ RU Rf Whe WhiQg
ZiWhRXW VigQiɹcaWiRQ ² Rf VWUXcWXUe aQd Rf Whe VSRQWaQeRXV ² Rf
cXlWXUe aQd aQWicXlWXUe, Rf WRWaliW\ aQd QRQ-WRWaliW\, fRU e[aPSle).

ThiV aQWhURSRlRg\ WakeV hiVWRU\ iQWR accRXQW bXW e[clXdeV
¶hiVWRUiciVP·, Zhich VeeV eYeU\WhiQg aV beiQg eTXall\ hiVWRUical. IW
eQcRPSaVVeV Whe VWXd\ Rf SRliWical ecRQRP\, bXW cRPbiQeV ZiWh a
cUiWiTXe Rf SRliWical ecRQRP\ Zhich UejecWV aQd UefXWeV ecRQRPiVP
(Whe dRcWUiQe Rf ecRQRPic deWeUPiQiVP). FiQall\, iW iQclXdeV a
sociolog\, iQ RWheU ZRUdV a cRQceSWiRQ Rf Whe VRcial eQVePble; bXW
eTXall\ iW iQclXdeV a cUiWiTXe Rf sociologism, iQ RWheU ZRUdV Rf Whe
aWWiWXde Zhich SUiYilegeV RQe VeW Rf facWV aQd cRQceSWV iQ WRWaliW\
ViQce iW eliPiQaWeV hiVWRU\ aQd hiVWRUiciW\, QaWXUe, aQd Whe SURblePV
UaiVed b\ Whe liQkV beWZeeQ WheP. IQ VhRUW, iW eliPiQaWeV a ZhRle
UaQge Rf dialecWical PRYePeQWV. TheUefRUe, aQd QRW ZiWhRXW
SaUadR[, Ze Zill RʃeU bRWh a dialecWical VRciRlRg\ (RU aQ aWWePSW aW
RQe) aQd a cUiWiTXe Rf Whe fRXQdaWiRQV Rf VRciRlRg\.

TR SXW iW aQRWheU Za\, RXU gXideliQe Zill be a cUiWical VWXd\ Rf
ZhaW caQ aQd RXghW WR chaQge iQ hXPaQ UealiW\. B\ ePShaVi]iQg RQe
SaUW (RQe leYel) Rf UealiW\, aQd abRYe all b\ UefeUUiQg WR cUiWiTXe Rf
WhiV leYel Rf UealiW\ ² WR cUeaWiYe QegaWiRQ ² Ze Zill aWWePSW WR gUaVS
UealiW\, bXW QRW WR e[haXVW iW.
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AV Ze cRQWiQXe iQ WhiV diUecWiRQ WRZaUdV RXU gRal, Ze Zill VRRQ
cRPe XS agaiQVW VRPe UXQ-Rf-Whe-Pill PeWhRdRlRgical cRQceUQV.
TheUe aUe a ceUWaiQ QXPbeU Rf fRUPal aQd geQeUal cRQceSWV Zhich
Ze Qeed WR UeYieZ iQ RUdeU WR Vee SUeciVel\ hRZ Ze caQ XVe WheP:
Whe cRQceSW Rf leYel, Rf sWrXcWXre, Rf WoWaliW\, Rf WacWic aQd sWraWeg\, aQd
ɹQall\, Rf model. The laWWeU iV SaUWicXlaUl\ iPSRUWaQW iQ WhaW Ze Zill
be SURSRViQg a PRdel (RU VeYeUal PRdelV) Rf VRcial UealiW\: QRWhiQg
PRUe, QRWhiQg leVV.
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OQce Ze haYe claUiɹed WhiV cRQceSWXal eTXiSPeQW, Ze Zill iQWURdXce
VeYeUal VSeciɹc cRQceSWV.

FURP Whe RXWVeW Ze Zill diYide WheVe VSeciɹc cRQceSWV iQWR WZR
gURXSV: caWegRUieV Rf aPbigXiW\ aQd caWegRUieV Rf QRQ-aPbigXiW\.
The fRllRZiQg cRQceSWV belRQg iQ Whe ɹUVW Rf WheVe gURXSV: ambigXiW\,
misXndersWanding, compromise, misjXdgemenW aQd misXse, denial,
agreemenW aQd conWesWaWion, conniYance aQd compliciW\, disqXieW, alibi,
eWc.

We Zill UaQk Whe fRllRZiQg cRQceSWV iQ Whe VecRQd gURXS: decision
aQd opposiWion, dilemma aQd acWion logic, challenge aQd misWrXsW,
refXsal, choice, Zager, risk, repeWiWion aQd recogniWion, Whe possible aQd
Whe impossible, eWc.
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FiQall\, Ze Zill SUeVeQW a ceUWaiQ QXPbeU Rf WheRUeWical ideaV aQd
WheRUieV ZiWh Whe iQWeQWiRQ Rf iQWeUSUeWiQg Whe eYeU\da\ ZiWhiQ Whe
cRQWe[W Rf VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle: Whe WheRU\ Rf Whe VePaQWic ɹeld aQd Rf
Whe VRcial We[W; Whe WheRU\ Rf (cXPXlaWiYe aQd QRQ-cXPXlaWiYe)
SURceVVeV; Whe WheRU\ Rf PRPeQWV; Whe WheRU\ Rf Whe ZRUld Rf RbjecWV
aQd Rf Whe lRgiVWicV Rf WhiQgV; Whe WheRU\ Rf dRXbleV, Rf UeYeUVe
iPageV aQd Rf bUeakV, eWc. We haYe alUead\ SUeVeQWed RU RXWliQed
VeYeUal Rf WheVe WheRUieV iQ SUeYiRXV SXblicaWiRQV. FiQall\, Ze Zill
Qeed WR UeWXUQ WR Whe WheRU\ Rf alieQaWiRQ aQd Whe WheRU\ Rf SUa[iV iQ
RUdeU WR claUif\ WheP dialecWicall\.
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IQ QR UeVSecWV iV WhiV leQgWh\ cRQceSWXal deYelRSPeQW aQ eQd iQ
iWVelf, aQd QRU iV Whe kQRZledge iW Pa\ SURdXce. CRQceSWV aQd
kQRZledge aUe QRW eQdV, bXW PeaQV. MeaQV fRU ZhaW?



TR UeSl\, aQd WR bUiQg WhiV PeWhRdRlRgical VXPPiQg XS WR aQ eQd,
Ze ZRXld like WR UeiWeUaWe RXU SUiQciSleV aV VWURQgl\ aV SRVVible.
There can be no knoZledge of socieW\ (as a Zhole) ZiWhoXW criWical
knoZledge of eYer\da\ life in iWs posiWion ² in iWs organi]aWion and iWs
priYaWion, in Whe organi]aWion of iWs priYaWion ² aW Whe hearW of Whis socieW\
and iWs hisWor\. There can be no knoZledge of Whe eYer\da\ ZiWhoXW
criWical knoZledge of socieW\ (as a Zhole). Inseparable from pracWice or
pra[is, knoZledge encompasses an agenda for WransformaWion. To knoZ
Whe eYer\da\ is Wo ZanW Wo Wransform iW. ThoXghW can onl\ grasp iW and
deɹne iW b\ appl\ing iWself Wo a projecW or programme of radical
WransformaWion. To sWXd\ eYer\da\ life and Wo Xse WhaW sWXd\ as Whe
gXideline for gaining knoZledge of moderniW\ is Wo search for ZhaWeYer
has Whe poWenWial Wo be meWamorphosed and Wo folloZ Whe decisiYe sWages
or momenWs of Whis poWenWial meWamorphosis WhroXgh: iW is Wo XndersWand
Whe real b\ seeing iW in Werms of ZhaW is possible, as an implicaWion of
ZhaW is possible. For ¶man Zill be an eYer\da\ being or he Zill noW be aW
all·.

ThiV leQgWh\ cRQceSWXal deYelRSPeQW Zill allRZ XV WR Wackle a
deWeUPiQed aQd SUeciVe SURblePaWic: Whe WheRU\ Rf QeedV; Whe liQkV
beWZeeQ eYeU\da\ life, Whe PRdeUQ ciW\ aQd hRXViQg deYelRSPeQWV;
Whe Slace aQd Whe fXWXUe Rf aUW iQ Whe VR-called PRdeUQ ZRUld, eWc.
TheQ Ze Zill be able WR lRRk aW VRPe Rf Whe TXeVWiRQV Zhich haYe
beeQ WUeaWed iQ a PeWhRdRlRgicall\ ɻiPV\ Za\ b\ ceUWaiQ UeceQW
aXWhRUV. ThXV iQ The AʀXenW SocieW\36 GalbUaiWh SRiQWV RXW Whe
dUaZbackV Rf Whe ¶cRQVXPeU VRcieW\· iQ APeUica, ZheUe Whe PRVW
iPSRUWaQW VRcial QeedV aUe lefW WR badl\ PaQaged SXblic VeUYiceV;
aQd WheQ, VWaUWiQg fURP Whe RSSRViWe SRliWical SRVWXlaWe, Ze haYe
MRUaYia, ZhRVe A MonWh in Whe USSR VhRZV WhaW ZheUeaV Whe SXblic
dRPaiQ iQ Whe USSR iV geQeUall\ UePaUkabl\ Zell PaQaged, PRVW
SUiYaWe QeedV aUe RYeUlRRked RU VcRUQed. HRZ caQ Ze e[SlaiQ WhiV
V\PPeWUical bUeakdRZQ iQ Whe WZR cRQɻicWiQg PRdeV Rf SURdXcWiRQ
iQ Whe ZRUld WRda\? AQd ZhaW dReV iW PeaQ?

OQe da\ Ze PighW eYeQ WU\ WR deal ZiWh TXeVWiRQV VXch aV: ¶IQ
cRQdiWiRQV Zhich iQ RWheU UeVSecWV aUe Zell deɹQed, ZhaW iV Whe
VRcial cRVW Rf aQ RUdiQaU\ iQdiYidXal life? AQd iQ eTXall\ Zell-



deɹQed cRQdiWiRQV, ZhaW ZRXld be Whe VRcial cRVW Rf a fXlɹlled
iQdiYidXal life, if VXch fXlɹlPeQW had becRPe Whe QRUP?·37
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The Formal Implements

1 Axioms and axiomati]ation

We Zill QRW Pake a V\VWePaWic aWWePSW WR cRQVWUXcW a Wable Rf
a[iRPV, iQ RWheU ZRUdV a gURXS Rf SURSRViWiRQV Zhich haYe fRUPal
SURSeUWieV: cRQViVWeQc\ (UigRURXV cRheUeQce ZiWhRXW cRQWUadicWiRQ);
iQdeSeQdeQce (UelaWiYel\ PeWhRdical) Rf Whe VWaWePeQWV SURSRVed;
VXɽcieQc\ (cRPSleWeQeVV Rf Whe V\VWeP); VaWXUaWiRQ; caWegRUiciW\.

IQ RXU RSiQiRQ iW iV SRVVible WR fRUPXlaWe a[iRPV iQ Whe VRcial
VcieQceV aQd eVSeciall\ iQ VRciRlRg\, bXW iPSRVVible WR bXild aQ\
SaUWicXlaU VcieQce XViQg dedXcWiYe WheRUieV (iQ RWheU ZRUdV, WR
eVWabliVh a clRVed V\VWeP b\ ¶VaWXUaWiQg· WhaW VeW Rf a[iRPV). IW gReV
ZiWhRXW Va\iQg WhaW iW iV iPSeUaWiYe WR Pake aPSle URRP fRU fRUPV
aQd fRUPal V\VWePV, bRWh aV UegaUdV Whe PeWhRdRlRg\ Rf Whe VcieQceV
aQd aV UegaUdV Whe RbjecW Rf VWXd\ iWVelf. IQ VRcial UealiW\, fRUPV haYe
WheiU RZQ e[iVWeQce aQd eʃecWiYeQeVV. ThiV dReV QRW Pake
V\VWePaWi]iQg aQd fRUPali]iQg WheP aQ aQ\ Whe leVV eUURQeRXV aQd
iPSRVVible eQWeUSUiVe. ReVeaUch, cRQceSWXal deYelRSPeQW aQd
WheRUieV aUe a PaWWeU fRU dialecWical PeWhRd, QRW dedXcWiYe lRgic. FRU
e[aPSle, coXnWing, Zhich iV XVed iQ PaWhePaWicV ZiWh Whe XWPRVW
UigRXU, caQ be fRXQd iQ eYeU\ diVciSliQe; hRZeYeU, UaWheU WhaQ
dePRQVWUaWiQg Whe iQe[haXVWible chaUacWeU Rf a cRQWiQXXP, Whe acW Rf
cRXQWiQg, Rf claVVif\iQg aQd Rf e[haXVWiQg a VeW Rf diVWiQcW XQiWV (aQ
acW Zhich giYeV UiVe WR RSeUaWiRQV aQd RSeUaWRUV) dReV QRW cRQVWiWXWe



abVRlXWe iQWelligibiliW\. OQl\ PaWhePaWiciaQV haYe beeQ able WR
iPagiQe WhaW iW dReV. The hXPaQ PiQd aQd kQRZledge begiQ ZiWh
VPall ZhRle QXPbeUV; QeYeUWheleVV Ze YeU\ VRRQ iPagiQe Whe
iQɹQiWel\ laUge aQd Whe iQɹQiWel\ VPall, Whe cRQWiQXRXV, Whe
iQe[haXVWible. FRU ceQWXU\ afWeU ceQWXU\ Whe PaWhePaWiciaQ haV
Pade eYeU\ eʃRUW WR e[WeQd cRXQWiQg iQWR laUge QXPbeUV (VRPeWhiQg
dRQe b\ PachiQeV QRZada\V); WRda\ hiV cRQceUQ iV cRQWiQXRXVQeVV,
iQe[haXVWible XQiWV, aQd RUdeU fRU iWV RZQ Vake ZiWhiQ WheVe XQiWV.
The VRcial VcieQceV aQd Whe VWXd\ Rf hXPaQ daWa XVe cRXQWiQg, bXW
alUead\ Whe\ aUe VXbRUdiQaWiQg iW WR a PRUe cRPSle[ VeW Rf
iPSlePeQWV. All fRUPal iPSlePeQWV aUe VXbjecW WR Whe cRQdiWiRQV
XQdeU Zhich Whe\ aUe aSSlied; all fRUPal V\VWePV haYe WheiU liPiWV.

IQ Whe cRXUVe Rf WhiV VWXd\ Ze haYe alUead\ cRPe acURVV VRPe
a[iRPV ² bXW ZiWhRXW UecRgQi]iQg WheP aV VXch. OQe iQ SaUWicXlaU
VcaUcel\ QeedV fRUPXlaWiQg: ¶TheUe caQ be QR kQRZledge Rf VRcieW\
ZiWhRXW cUiWiTXe Rf WhaW VRcieW\, Rf iWV UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV (ideRlRgieV)
aQd iWV acceSWed cRQceSWV.· LeW XV SURceed b\ dUaZiQg XS a
SURYiViRQal, QRQ-UeVWUicWiYe liVW Rf Whe a[iRPV iW iV aSSURSUiaWe WR
fRUPXlaWe aV VXch.

A[iom of langXage: The sociologisW speaks Whe same langXage as Whe
men (indiYidXals; members of a groXp) he is seeking Wo reach and Zhose
Za\ of life he Zishes Wo XndersWand.

CommenWs. ThiV a[iRP leQdV iWVelf WR a WUiYial iQWeUSUeWaWiRQ. IW haV
beeQ SRiQWed RXW a WhRXVaQd WiPeV WhaW iW iV diɽcXlW WR gaiQ acceVV
WR a gURXS Zhich VSeakV a diʃeUeQW laQgXage WhaQ Whe VcieQWiVW
VWXd\iQg iW. IW iV QRW RQl\ dialecWV, YRcabXlaUieV, jaUgRQ aQd
laQgXageV VSeciɹc WR deWeUPiQed gURXSV (VXch aV VPall faUPeUV fURP
a VSeciɹc UegiRQ Rf FUaQce, RU ZRUkeUV iQ a VSeciɹc WUade aQd fURP a
VSeciɹc ciW\) Zhich VeW WUaSV fRU Whe iQYeVWigaWRU.

LeW XV geW be\RQd WheVe baQaliWieV. The YeU\ Za\ WhiV a[iRP iV
fRUPXlaWed XQdeUliQeV a daQgeU aQd a UiVk Zhich Ze PXVW cRQfURQW
ePSiUicall\: iWV YalXe aV a UegXlaWRU deUiYeV fURP iWV falVeQeVV RQ Whe
iPPediaWel\ ePSiUical leYel. NR PaWWeU hRZ ViPSle Whe facWV Rf Whe
eYeU\da\ Pa\ be, Whe iQYeVWigaWRU aQd Whe gURXS he iV iQYeVWigaWiQg
Zill neYer XVe e[acWl\ Whe VaPe ZRUdV iQ e[acWl\ Whe VaPe Za\.
EYeU\ dialRgXe iV Pade XS Rf WZR XQeTXal SaUWiciSaQWV: RQe ZaQWV WR



kQRZ, aQd VSeakV Whe laQgXage Rf VRPeRQe ZhR ZaQWV WR kQRZ; Whe
RWheU UePaiQV hiddeQ, eYeQ ZheQ he iV SeUfecWl\ ZilliQg WR aQVZeU
Whe TXeVWiRQV. WheQ Whe ¶VXbjecW· Rf aQ iQTXiU\, Whe iQWeUYieZee,
cRiQcideV ZiWh Whe ¶RbjecW· Rf VWXd\ aQd RSeQV hiPVelf XS
XQUeVeUYedl\, Ze haYe VRPeRQe abQRUPal RQ RXU haQdV, aQ
e[hibiWiRQiVW, aQd WheUe iV all Whe PRUe UeaVRQ WR PiVWUXVW ZhaW he
WellV XV.

IQ VRciRlRg\, PRVW iQWeUYieZV (aQd Whe iQ-deSWh, XQdiUecWed
iQWeUYieZ iQ SaUWicXlaU) begiQ ZiWh a SeUiRd Rf aZkZaUdQeVV, aV
iQYeVWigaWRUV Zell kQRZ. BegiQQeUV ZRXld like WR aYRid RU VhRUWeQ
WhiV SeUiRd; Whe\ dR QRW Ueali]e hRZ fUXiWfXl iW iV. ThaW VXch
aZkZaUdQeVV caQQRW be aYRided, WhaW XQeaViQeVV aUiVeV alPRVW Rf
QeceVViW\ ZheQ a liYiQg cRQWacW iV eVWabliVhed, iV VRPeWhiQg Zhich
WechQiTXeV Rf gURXS d\QaPicV aQd SV\chRWheUaSeXWic iQWeUYieZV
ZRXld cRQɹUP, ZeUe cRQɹUPaWiRQ Qeeded. IQ all caVeV, Whe dUaPaWic
cRQWeQW Rf Whe liYed iV cRQcealed beQeaWh eYaViYe behaYiRXU
SaWWeUQV. The iQWeUYieZ VWaUWV ZiWh a VRUW Rf WaciW challeQge WR Whe
iQWeUYieZee b\ Whe iQWeUYieZeU (WR Ueach hiP, WR gUaVS hiP, WR kQRZ
hiP) aQd WR Whe iQWeUYieZeU b\ Whe iQWeUYieZee (WR SXW hiP Rʃ WUack,
WR elXde hiP). The higheU Whe VWakeV Whe gUeaWeU Whe challeQge aQd
Whe deeSeU Whe XQeaViQeVV. While WhiV XQeaViQeVV laVWV, Whe
iQYeVWigaWRU, XQable WR ɹghW back a kiQd Rf PeQWal YeUWigR, WUieV WR
claUif\ hiV UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV aQd WR UeɹQe hiV laQgXage. DXUiQg WhiV
VaPe SeUiRd, Whe SeUVRQ beiQg iQWeUYieZed VlRZl\ agUeeV WR UeceiYe
RU WR UeleaVe a SRUWiRQ Rf Whe ¶Ueal·: aQ aVSecW Rf Whe hiddeQ dUaPa,
Whe ViWXaWiRQ Rf hiV eYeU\da\ UealiW\. AQ\ cRPPRQ laQgXage
becRPeV aSSaUeQW aW Whe eQd Rf WheVe dialRgXeV, RQce Whe ¶dialRgXe
Rf Whe deaf· haV beeQ aYRided. IW iV aW Whe eQd, aQd QRW aW Whe
begiQQiQg, WhaW Whe cRPPRQ laQgXage iV WR be fRXQd.

Sadl\, Whe SRlice iQWeUURgaWiRQ, Whe SV\chRlRgical iQYeVWigaWiRQ,
Whe dialRgXe beWZeeQ VRPeRQe ZhR ZaQWV WR kQRZ aQd VRPeRQe
ZhR UeViVWV beiQg kQRZQ, aQd Whe SV\chRaQal\Wic iQWeUYieZ, all haYe
PRUe WhaQ RQe SRiQW iQ cRPPRQ. The big diʃeUeQce iV iQ Whe Za\
Whe iQiWial aZkZaUdQeVV iV dealW ZiWh aQd PRdiɹed, aQd iQ Whe
degUee Rf caXWiRQ ² Zhich iV ViPSl\ a fRUP Rf UeVSecW ² ZiWh Zhich iW
iV Pade XVe Rf. SRPe iQWeUYieZeUV WU\ WR iQɻXeQce WheiU ¶VXbjecW·,



ZhR iV alVR aQ ¶RbjecW·. OWheUV, PRUe aWWeQWiYe aQd PRUe
ciUcXPVSecW, Veek WR kQRZ WheiU VXbjecW Zhile PRdif\iQg hiP aV
liWWle aV SRVVible. SXch iQYeVWigaWRUV Zill UaQk SaWieQce aPRQg Whe
YiUWXeV Zhich aUe a SUecRQdiWiRQ Rf kQRZledge.

SXbsidiar\ a[iom: Signs and signiɹcaWions are noW Whings. E[pressions,
s\mpWoms and manifesWaWions are noW beings.

TR achieYe a cRPPRQ laQgXage iQ dialRgXe, Whe iQYeVWigaWRU
(ZhR, QR PaWWeU hRZ caXWiRXV aQd UeVSecWfXl, Zill alZa\V be aQ
iQTXiViWRU) PXVW aYRid iPSRViQg hiV RZQ laQgXage RQ WhiV ¶VXbjecW·
ZhR iV alVR Whe ¶RbjecW· Rf kQRZledge aQd Whe ¶WhePe· Rf Whe
iQYeVWigaWiRQ. WheQ Whe ¶VXbjecW· beQdV RYeU backZaUdV WR acceSW
Whe VRciRlRgiVW·V WeUPiQRlRg\, hiV VWaWePeQWV becRPe XQUeliable.
EYaViRQ aQd deɹaQce aUe PRUe UeYealiQg aQd PRUe YalXable WhaQ
Whe accRPPRdaWiQg aWWiWXde begiQQeUV ɹQd VR begXiliQg.

BXW WheUe iV a leVVRQ WR be leaUQed fURP e[SeUieQciQg WhiV
aZkZaUdQeVV. We cRXld call iW: ¶Whe VRciRlRgiVW·V caWhaUViV·, RU a
PajRU aVSecW Rf ¶VRciRlRgical cXlWXUe·. A SURfRXQd cXlWXUe aQd a
diɽcXlW ¶caWhaUViV· aUe eVVeQWial fRU gUaVSiQg Whe Vheaf Rf giYeQV
Zhich, WhRXgh RbjecWiYe, iQ QR Za\ VhaUe Whe RbjecWiYiW\ Rf WhiQgV,
aQd Zhich UeSUeVeQW QRWhiQg PRUe WhaQ aQ aSSURach b\ ¶beiQg·
caXghW XS iQ Whe dUaPa Rf iWV eYeU\da\ life. The VigQiɹcaWiRQV Rf
WheVe giYeQV aUe fRUPXlaWed iQ Whe YeU\ acW Rf dialogXe. WhaW ZRUdV
RWheU WhaQ acWiRQ aQd dialRgXe cRXld deɹQe WhiV VXbWle, delicaWe aQd
ɹQel\ hRQed Pi[WXUe Rf V\PSaWheWic fUieQdliQeVV aQd haUVhQeVV,
SeUhaSV eYeQ cUXelW\, Zhich alRQe iV caSable Rf bUiQgiQg ZhaW iV
cRQcealed b\ eYaViYeQeVV aQd \eW UeYealed b\ iW RXW iQWR Whe RSeQ?
WheQ cUXdel\ cRQdXcWed, a VRciRlRgical iQWeUYieZ PRdiɹeV Whe
VePeiRlRg\1 iW iV WU\iQg WR gUaVS aQd iQWeUSUeW, aV Uadicall\ aV aQ\
SRlice iQWeUURgaWiRQ ZRXld. KQRZledge aQd XQdeUVWaQdiQg beWZeeQ
hXPaQ beiQgV, iQdiYidXalV aQd gURXSV caQ RQl\ be UeciSURcal, iQ aQd
Yia aQ e[chaQge. The UelaWiRQ beWZeeQ Whe ¶VXbjecW· aQd Whe ¶RbjecW·,
beWZeeQ Whe iQYeVWigaWRU aQd Whe iQYeVWigaWiRQ aV a cRPPRQ
laQgXage iV VRXghW (i.e., a VePeiRlRg\ Zhich Zill UeYeal Whe VecUeW
dUaPa Rf Whe gURXS aQd Rf Whe eYeU\da\ iQdiYidXal iQ Whe eYeU\da\
life Rf Whe gURXS), iV RQe Zhich iV leaUQed aQd cXlWiYaWed. The ZiVh
WR leaUQ aQd WR XQdeUVWaQd VhRXld UeYeal ¶beiQg· UaWheU WhaQ ɹ[iQg iW



iQ iWV iQeYiWable eYaViYeQeVV, aQd WhaW iV Whe aiP Rf WhiV cXlWXUe. The
PRUe ɹQel\ hRQed iW iV, Whe leVV iW Zill VXSSUeVV, aQd Whe PRUe iW Zill
be caSable Rf RYeUcRPiQg Whe diVWaQceV aQd RbVWacleV VeW XS b\
deɹaQce aQd PiVXQdeUVWaQdiQgV. IW alRQe allRZV XV WR be geQXiQel\
cRQceUQed ZiWh hXPaQ beiQgV, iQ a Za\ Zhich jXVWiɹeV Whe ZiVh fRU
kQRZledge.

A cXlWXUe VXch aV WhiV iV cRQdiWiRQal RQ ceUWaiQ TXaliWieV aQd
WaleQWV, VXch aV WacW aQd VSeed. IW UeTXiUeV WUaiQiQg. AQd eYeQ PRUe:
WhaW Whe iQYeVWigaWRU iQYRlYe aQd cRPSURPiVe hiPVelf ZiWhiQ Whe
dialRgXe. OQl\ Yia a UeWXUQ WR hiV RZQ eYeU\da\ UealiW\ Zill he Ueach
Whe eYeU\da\ UealiW\ Rf Whe SeRSle he iV iQWeUYieZiQg. IW iV a deWRXU
he PXVW Wake, aQd a diVWXUbiQg RQe. He PXVW SXUge hiPVelf QRW RQl\
Rf hiV ideRlRgical aQd WheRUeWical SUejXdiceV, aQd Rf hiV liPiWed
YRcabXlaU\, bXW alVR Rf hiV YalXe jXdgePeQWV, Zhich SeUhaSV
cRQVWiWXWe Whe biggeVW baUUieU Rf all.2

IQVSiUed b\ TXaliWaWiYe RU RUdiQal PaWhePaWicV (gURXSV WheRU\,
iQfRUPaWiRQ WheRU\) ceUWaiQ WheRUeWiciaQV iQ Whe VRcial VcieQceV
ZRXld VXUel\ fRUPXlaWe aQRWheU a[iRP: All research consisWs of
qXesWions Zhich can be ansZered b\ \es or b\ no. FRU WheP, a TXeVWiRQ
fRU Zhich WheUe iV QRW a \eV-RU-QR aQVZeU iV ViPSl\ badl\ e[SUeVVed;
iW iV a TXeVWiRQ Zhich caQQRW be aQVZeUed.

While WakiQg caUe WR Pake URRP fRU WheVe WheRUieV, aQd fRU
iQfRUPaWiRQ WheRU\ iQ SaUWicXlaU, Ze ZRXld challeQge WhiV a[iRP
(Zhich SUeciVel\ ZRXld lead WRZaUdV aQ iQWegUal a[iRPaWi]aWiRQ aQd
WR a SXUel\ lRgical cRheViRQ Rf VcieQce). TR e[haXVW UealiW\, Whe
QXPbeU Rf TXeVWiRQV Zhich PXVW be aQVZeUed b\ \eV RU b\ QR ZRXld
be iQɹQiWe. WhaW iV PRUe, WheUe aUe TXeVWiRQV Zhich dePaQd UeSlieV
RWheU WhaQ ¶\eV· RU ¶QR· aQd \eW Zhich bUiQg kQRZledge. AQd SeUhaSV
WhiV iV Whe PRPeQW WR VWUeVV Whe diʃeUeQce beWZeeQ informaWion aQd
knoZledge. ThRVe TXeVWiRQV WR Zhich Whe iQWeUYieZee UeSlieV aQd caQ
RQl\ UeSl\ b\ \eV RU QR SURYide iQfRUPaWiRQ. The TXeVWiRQV WR Zhich
he caQQRW UeSl\ b\ \eV RU QR bUiQg kQRZledge. ¶AUe \RX haSS\?·
AfWeU a PRPeQW·V WhRXghW, QRbRd\ cRXld aQVZeU ZiWh aQ abVRlXWe
\eV RU QR. EYeU\RQe Zill UeSl\: ¶YeV aQd QR. IQ WhiV UeVSecW, \eV, iQ
WhaW UeVSecW, QR. AQd iQ aQ\ caVe, ZhaW dR \RX PeaQ b\ haSSiQeVV?·
The SeUVRQ ZhR dReV aQVZeU \eV RU QR iV iQfRUPiQg XV Rf a facW, WhaW



he iV gRiQg WhURXgh a ShaVe Rf VaWiVfacWiRQ RU diVVaWiVfacWiRQ, WhaW he
iV beiQg RSWiPiVWic, WhaW he iV ViPSlif\iQg hiV RSiQiRQ iQ RUdeU WR
cRPPXQicaWe iW, eWc.

TheUe iV QRWhiQg ZRUVe WhaQ a TXeVWiRQQaiUe Zhich iV VR Zell
cRQVWUXcWed WhaW iW belieYeV iW caQ e[haXVW iWV ¶RbjecW·. IW iPSRVeV
claUiW\ aQd Whe YRcabXlaU\ Rf VcieQce XSRQ Whe SeRSle iW iV VeekiQg WR
UeYeal. MXch PRUe YalXable iQ a dialRgXe aUe chaQce aQd gaPe-
Sla\iQg, ZheQ Whe SaUWiciSaQWV Walk abRXW WhiV aQd WhaW. IQ WhiV caVe,
PeaQiQg Pa\ VSUiQg fURP a chaQce eQcRXQWeU, ViPilaU WR a UeZaUd
RU, WR XVe Whe UegiVWeU Rf SV\chiaWU\, a ¶gUaWiɹcaWiRQ·, alWhRXgh
kQRZledge caQQRW cRQViVW Rf VXch fRUWXiWRXV ¶gUaWiɹcaWiRQV· alRQe.

A YRcabXlaU\ Zhich iV clXPVil\ aQd diVUeVSecWfXll\ iPSRVed leadV
XV eaVil\ WR a ceUWaiQ VceSWiciVP. SiQce Whe chRVeQ WeUPiQRlRg\ iV
XQXVable, ZRXld iW QRW VXɽce WR Walk WR SeRSle iQ aQ\ Za\ Ze like,
aQd WR Pake cRQWacW WhURXgh aQ\ VXbjecW aW all, b\ VkilfXll\ XViQg
WheiU RZQ laQgXage? ThiV iV QRW Yalid eiWheU. AlWhRXgh gaPe-Sla\iQg
Pa\ be ZRUWh PRUe WhaQ iQɻe[ibiliW\, aQd chaQce jXVW aV YalXable aV
e[ceVViYe UigRXU, cXQQiQg liQgXiVWic PaQReXYUeV aUe jXVW aV
iQeʃecWiYe aV Whe XVe Rf cUXde aQd deVWUXcWiYe WeUPiQRlRgical
iPSlePeQWV. The gRal Rf UeVeaUch, Zhich challeQgeV Whe ¶VRciRlRgiVW·
SeU Ve, iV WR eQable a dialRgXe WR SURdXce kQRZledge b\ PeaQV Rf
PXWXal XQdeUVWaQdiQg.

Obliged WR Wake Whe laQgXage Rf Whe iQdiYidXalV aQd Whe gURXSV he
VeekV WR XQdeUVWaQd iQWR accRXQW, VhRXld Whe ¶VRciRlRgiVW· eVcheZ Whe
laQgXage Rf hiV RZQ gURXS aQd Rf VcieQce? NR. The laQgXage Rf
VcieQce PXVW be aV SUeciVe aV SRVVible, aQd acW aV Whe cRPPRQ
deQRPiQaWRU beWZeeQ Whe V\PbRliVPV aQd PRdeV Rf e[SUeVViRQ
Zhich UeVeaUch Zill diVcRYeU acURVV a UaQge Rf diʃeUeQW gURXSV.
WhaW iV PRUe, WheUe caQ be QR VcieQce ZiWhRXW WeUPiQRlRg\.

BXW ZheUe dReV WeUPiQRlRg\ eQd? WheUe dReV jaUgRQ begiQ? MXVW
Whe VRciRlRgiVW fRUce hiPVelf WR XVe QRWhiQg bXW faPiliaU ZRUdV,
giYiQg WheP a cRQceSWXali]ed PeaQiQg Zhich diʃeUV VlighWl\ fURP
WheiU XVXal PeaQiQg? WRXld WhiV be a Za\ Rf eVWabliVhiQg a cRPPRQ
gURXQd beWZeeQ Whe UelaWiYel\ iQcRheUeQW RU V\VWePaWi]ed
VePeiRlRgieV he iV VeekiQg WR UeYeal aQd iQWeUSUeW?



The Sh\ViciVW aQd Whe PaWhePaWiciaQ dR QRW haYe WhiV SURbleP. AV
VSecialiVWV, Whe\ diYRUce WhePVelYeV fURP eYeU\da\ PeQ. The\ aUe QR
lRQgeU cRQceUQed ZiWh Whe liQk beWZeeQ Whe WeUPV aQd VigQV Whe\
ePSlR\ aQd da\-WR-da\ YRcabXlaU\, RU beWZeeQ WheiU cRQceSWV aQd
cRPPRQ VeQVe (WheiU eYeU\da\ UealiW\). The cRUUeVSRQdeQce iV
aSSaUeQW WhURXghRXW Whe hiVWRU\ Rf kQRZledge aQd VcieQce fRU
ZhReYeU ZiVheV WR ɹQd iW ² Whe ShilRVRSheU, fRU e[aPSle. FRU Whe
VcieQceV Rf PaQkiQd, iW iV TXiWe a diʃeUeQW VWRU\. IW PXVW be SRVVible
WR WUaQVfeU fURP Whe da\-WR-da\ laQgXage Rf VRcial SUa[iV WR VcieQWiɹc
WeUPiQRlRg\ aW aQ\ WiPe. If QRW, Whe WeUPiQRlRg\ Zill lRVe cRQWacW
ZiWh Whe ɹUVW aQd ɹQal RbjecW Rf kQRZledge ² SUa[iV ² aQd VcieQce
Zill QR lRQgeU cRPe WRgeWheU ZiWh SUa[iV WR chaQge iWVelf iQWR acWiRQ.
JaUgRQ begiQV ZiWh Whe hiaWXV beWZeeQ SUacWical laQgXage aQd
VcieQWiɹc laQgXage. FURP WhaW SRiQW RQ, Zell-iQWegUaWed VeWV Rf facWV
aQd PeaQiQgV Pa\ be cRQVWUXcWed, bXW Whe\ Zill haYe RQe dUaZback:
aUbiWUaUiQeVV, liQkage b\ jaUgRQ WeUPV. HeQce Whe a[iom of discoXrse
Zhich Ze Zill fRUPXlaWe fRU XVe aV fRllRZV: In his memor\ and in his
Whinking, Whe sociologisW of eYer\da\ life mXsW mainWain Whe linkage
beWZeen da\-Wo-da\ langXage and his oZn Werminolog\, and Whe
WransiWion from one Wo Whe oWher. AW eYer\ momenW he mXsW be able Wo
WranslaWe Whe one inWo Whe oWher and Wo carr\ oXW all Whe necessar\
inWermediar\ operaWions.

IQ WhiV Za\ Whe VRciRlRg\ Rf Whe eYeU\da\ iV UeiQYeVWiQg VSeciɹc
kQRZledge ZiWh a ShilRVRShical UeTXiUePeQW ShilRVRSheUV haYe WRR
RfWeQ QeglecWed. IWV VcieQce QeYeU becRPeV VeSaUaWed fURP poeWics, iQ
Whe VeQVe giYeQ WR Whe WeUP b\ DideURW iQ Whe Enc\cloppdie: a VeW Rf
UXleV Zhich RQe aSSlieV WR cUeaWe a ZRUk iQ a giYeQ geQUe. PoeWics
heUe iV Whe WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ Rf eYeU\da\ life iQ aQd b\ SUa[iV. IW
e[WeQdV ShilRVRSh\, iW VaWiVɹeV Whe UeTXiUePeQWV Rf ShilRVRSh\, aQd
iW VXSeUVedeV ShilRVRSh\¬«

A[iom of sWraWegies: WheWher Whe\ are aZare of iW or noW, social groXps
and indiYidXals ZiWhin groXps haYe WacWics and sWraWegies (i.e., series of
connecWed long-Werm or shorW-Werm decisions). ConYersel\ and
reciprocall\, a seW of indiYidXals ZiWhoXW a WacWic and a sWraWeg\ cannoW
be a social groXp.



CommenWs. We aUe giYiQg a deɹQiWiRQ a[iRPaWicall\. TacWicV aQd
VWUaWegieV cRUUeVSRQd WR ZhaW iQ RfWeQ YagXe aQd ShilRVRShical
laQgXage aUe called SURjecWV, deciViRQV, SlaQV fRU acWiRQ aQd fRU Whe
fXWXUe, RU ageQdaV.

IQ iWV SaUWicXlaU PaQQeU, Whe iPPRbiliW\ Rf gURXSV (alZa\V PRUe
aSSaUeQW WhaQ Ueal, like Whe SUiQciSle Rf UeVW aQd iQeUWia iQ QaWXUe)
SURYideV a WacWic aQd a VWUaWeg\ fRU VXUYiYal. SXUYiYal iQ iWVelf iV a
fRUP Rf acWiRQ.

TacWicV aQd VWUaWegieV dR QRW e[haXVW Whe UealiW\ Rf VRcial gURXSV
ZiWhiQ WhePVelYeV aQd iQ WheiU cRQɻicWXal UelaWiRQV ZiWh RWheU
gURXSV. TR fRUPXlaWe Whe WheRU\ iQ a Za\ Zhich ZRXld eliPiQaWe
RWheU aVSecWV Rf UealiW\ (alieQaWiRQ, fRU e[aPSle, RU V\PbRliVPV)
ZRXld be XQjXVWiɹable. NeYeUWheleVV, WhiV a[iRP iV e[WUePel\
iPSRUWaQW. IW eliPiQaWeV Whe illXViRQ Rf iQeUWia aQd UeVW, aQd WhiV iV a
SRiQW Ze ZRXld like WR ePShaVi]e. The e[iVWeQce Rf a VRcial gURXS
(ZiWh Whe iQdiYidXalV iW eQcRPSaVVeV) iV SeUPaQeQWl\ called iQWR
TXeVWiRQ, bRWh iQ Whe VhRUW WeUP aQd iQ Whe lRQg WeUP. IW eiWheU
kQRZV WhiV, iV UelXcWaQW WR kQRZ iW, RU dReV QRW kQRZ iW. If iW dReV QRW
kQRZ iW, Whe gURXS (aQd Whe iQdiYidXalV) Zill ViQk iQWR PiQdleVV
VWagQaWiRQ. TR SXW iW aQRWheU Za\, iQdiYidXalV caQ be diʃeUeQWiaWed
b\ WheiU degUee Rf SaUWiciSaWiRQ iQ Whe cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd acWiRQ Rf
Whe gURXS; leadeUV aUe SeRSle ZhR WhiQk XS Whe WacWic aQd, PRVW
iPSRUWaQWl\, Whe VWUaWeg\, aQd ZhR deYRWe WhePVelYeV WR SXWWiQg iW
iQWR acWiRQ. IW iV cleaU WhaW eYeU\da\ life ZiWhiQ Whe gURXS deSeQdV
XSRQ WheVe cRQVWellaWiRQV (Whe cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd SaUWiciSaWiRQ Rf
iQdiYidXalV, aQd Whe SUeVeQce aQd acWiYeQeVV Rf leadeUV).

The a[iRP Rf VWUaWegieV dePRQVWUaWeV a PXlWidiPeQViRQaliW\. The
VRciRlRgiVW belRQgV WR RQe gURXS RU WR VeYeUal, each ZiWh iWV RZQ
WacWic aQd VWUaWeg\. ScieQce iWVelf haV iWV VWUaWeg\, Rf Zhich Whe
VcieQWiVW iV PRUe RU leVV aZaUe, aQd Rf Zhich he iV PRUe RU leVV Whe
leadeU. IQ VhRUW, eYeU\ gURXS Ze Pa\ VWXd\ Zill haYe iWV VWUaWeg\ aQd
iWV WacWic.

OQce iW cRPeV XQdeU VcUXWiQ\, a gURXS Pa\ Veal iWVelf heUPeWicall\
iQ Whe face Rf aQ\ iQYeVWigaWiRQ, RU iW Pa\ ZelcRPe Whe VRciRlRgiVW
ZiWh RSeQ aUPV. CRQVciRXVl\ RU XQcRQVciRXVl\, bRWh UeacWiRQV fRUP
SaUW Rf iWV VWUaWeg\. If a VWUaQgeU iV giYeQ a ZaUP-heaUWed UeceSWiRQ,



aSSaUeQW RU geQXiQe, iW iV becaXVe he iV e[SecWed WR bUiQg VRPeWhiQg
ZiWh hiP, VXch aV iQfRUPaWiRQ RU SURSagaQda fURP RXWVide Whe
gURXS. AV fRU Whe VRciRlRgiVW, RbjecWiYiW\ iV fUeTXeQWl\ aQd
VXSeUɹciall\ WUiYiali]ed aV beiQg a fRUP Rf SaVViYiW\, aQd WhiV he
caQQRW acceSW. AQd \eW, he dReV QRW ZaQW WR be biaVed. TheUefRUe he
Zill haYe WR cRQfURQW WheVe PXlWiSle diPeQViRQV: Whe WacWic aQd
VWUaWeg\ Rf Whe gURXSV WR Zhich he iV aɽliaWed RU fURP Zhich he
RUigiQaWed (claVV, QaWiRQ, iQWelligeQWVia, eWc.); Whe WacWic aQd VWUaWeg\
fRU kQRZledge aQd fRU Whe iQVeUWiRQ Rf hiV kQRZledge iQWR SUa[iV; Whe
WacWic aQd VWUaWeg\ Rf Whe gURXS he iV VWXd\iQg.

ThiV cRQfURQWaWiRQ Zill SURYide a liPiWed, UelaWiYe bXW heighWeQed
RbjecWiYiW\. DXUiQg iW Whe VRciRlRgiVW Rf Whe eYeU\da\ Zill Pake a
cRPSaUiVRQ beWZeeQ Whe UeYealiQg (VigQif\iQg) elePeQWV Rf Whe
YaUiRXV SURjecWV fRU acWiRQ, iQclXdiQg laQgXage, V\PbRlV, aWWiWXdeV,
RSiQiRQV aQd behaYiRXU SaWWeUQV. DXUiQg WhiV cRPSaUiVRQ he Zill
diVeQgage hiPVelf fURP hiV RZQ VXbjecWiYe elePeQWV, UiddiQg hiPVelf
Rf WheP b\ calliQg WheP iQWR TXeVWiRQ. AV faU aV SRVVible, he Zill fUee
hiPVelf fURP Whe VRcial cRQWe[WV XSRQ Zhich he deSeQdV. He Zill
fRUce hiPVelf WR adRSW Whe aVceWiciVP Zhich iV aQ iQWegUal SaUW Rf
VcieQWiɹc cXlWXUe: WR WhiQk RQ VeYeUal SlaQeV aQd WR RUgaQi]e aQd
VWUXcWXUe Whe WUaQVfeU fURP RQe WR Whe RWheU iQ a cRheUeQW Za\.

A[iom of mediaWions: IW Zill be Wo Whe adYanWage of Whe sociolog\ of
eYer\da\ life and of empirical research in general Wo aYoid groXps Zhich
are Woo small or Woo large. IW is eqXall\ Wo Whe adYanWage of sociologisWs
engaged in empirical research if Whe\ parenWhesi]e concepWs Zhich are Woo
narroZ and Woo precise, in Werms of hoZ Whe\ can be XndersWood and Wo
Whe connoWaWions Whe\ haYe.

CommenWs. ThiV a[iRP VWiSXlaWeV a UegXlaWRU\ UXle RU h\SRWheViV
UaWheU WhaQ a fRUP RU a fRUPal deɹQiWiRQ. IW haV liQkV ZiWh Whe
SUeYiRXV a[iRP. The VRciRlRgiVW Rf Whe eYeU\da\ Zill QRW lRVe VighW Rf
Whe facW WhaW he iV acWiQg aV a UaWiRQal ¶PediXP· RU iQWeUPediaU\
beWZeeQ gURXSV iQ VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle. DeVSiWe Whe PaQ\ PediaWiRQV
aQd cRPPXQicaWiRQV Zhich e[iVW beWZeeQ WheP (iQclXdiQg
laQgXage), WheVe gURXSV aUe SaUWiall\ e[WeUQal aQd RSaTXe WR each
RWheU.



TheUe aUe RccaViRQV ZheQ WhiV UXle QeedV WR be ɻe[ible. FRU
e[aPSle, Whe VWXd\ Rf iQWeUiQdiYidXal UelaWiRQV ZiWhiQ Whe UeVWUicWed
fUaPeZRUk Rf faPil\ life, aQd Whe deVcUiSWiRQ Rf iQdiYidXal URleV aQd
WheiU UelaWiRQ ZiWhiQ WhiV fUaPeZRUk, ZRXld fall PRUe ZiWhiQ Whe
SXUYieZ Rf SV\chRlRg\ RU VRcial SV\chRlRg\. HRZeYeU, (SUiYaWe)
faPil\ life iQ aQ RYeUall cRQWe[W ² Whe bRXUgeRiVie, faUPeUV, Whe
SURleWaUiaW, FUeQch VRcieW\, eWc. ² iV ZiWhiQ Whe SXUYieZ Rf Whe
VRciRlRg\ Rf eYeU\da\ life aV Ze haYe deɹQed iW. ThiV dReV QRW PeaQ
WR Va\ WhaW iW dReV QRW e[iVW ZiWhiQ eYeQ laUgeU gURXSV, ZheUe
VWaQdaUdV Rf liYiQg aQd lifeVW\leV, eWc., caQ be deWeUPiQed b\ Whe
UelaWiRQV ZiWhiQ WheP.

If Ze cRQVideU a YeU\ laUge gURXS, fRU e[aPSle Whe ZRUkiQg claVV
iQ geQeUal, i.e., RQ a ZRUld Vcale, iW iV a UealiW\ Zhich gReV faU
be\RQd RXU iQYeVWigaWiYe SRVVibiliWieV. IW iV a PaWWeU fRU VRciRlRg\ iQ
geQeUal: begiQQiQg ZiWh Whe cRQceSW, iW VeekV WR deɹQe Whe liQk
beWZeeQ WhiV cRQceSW aV acceSWed aQd cXUUeQW SUa[iV, aQd WhXV WR
gUaVS Whe cXUUeQW ViWXaWiRQ Rf Whe ZRUkiQg claVV ZiWhiQ a VSeciɹc
VRcial eQWiW\. HRZeYeU, iW Zill be YeU\ diɽcXlW WR VWXd\ VR YaVW a
UealiW\ ePSiUicall\ ² iQ iWV eYeU\da\ UealiW\. AV aQ RYeUall eQWiW\,
VRcieW\ iWVelf iV YeU\ diɽcXlW WR gUaVS.

IW iV iQ RXU (VcieQWiɹc) iQWeUeVW WR PRYe aPRQg iQWeUPediaWe
UealiWieV, ePSlR\iQg PRdeVW cRQceSWV Zhich aUe QRW WRR Zide aQd
QRW WRR QaUURZ. IW iV iQ RXU iQWeUeVW WR begiQ RXU iQYeVWigaWiRQ ZiWh
WhRVe UealiWieV Zhich acW aV PediaWiRQV aQd means, aQd Zhich
cRQVeTXeQWl\ aUe QeiWheU WRR VecUeW QRU WRR SXblicl\ PaQifeVW: WacWicV
aQd VWUaWegieV iQ VR faU aV Whe\ becRPe PaQifeVW iQ acWiRQ; V\PbRlV
aQd VigQV iQ VR faU aV Whe\ aUe SUacWicall\ eʃecWiYe; cRPPXQicaWiRQ
gURXSV, YillageV, QeighbRXUhRRdV, WRZQV, bXViQeVVeV, WUade XQiRQV,
eWc. The PacURVRciRlRgical aQd Whe PicURVRciRlRgical, Whe ZhRle aQd
Whe UeVWUicWed, QRQe PXVW eVcaSe VcUXWiQ\. HRZeYeU, Whe UeVWUicWed,
Whe lRcal aQd Whe ¶PicUR· haYe liPiWV aQd aQ RSaTXeQeVV Zhich UeViVW
iQYeVWigaWiRQ. IQ Whe SXUVXiW Rf Whe ZhRle aQd Whe WRWal, VRRQeU RU
laWeU WhRXghW Zill be bURXghW WR a halW b\ Whe SRliWical deciViRQ
Zhich deWeUPiQeV WheP, b\ Whe RSWiRQV Zhich haYe beeQ WakeQ RU
aUe iQ Whe SURceVV Rf beiQg WakeQ, aQd b\ Whe eWhic RU Whe aeVWheWic
Zhich iV iQ Whe SURceVV Rf PakiQg (RU bUeakiQg) iWVelf ² iQYeQWiRQ,



cUeaWiYe acWiYiW\, poiesis. NRZ kQRZledge caQ RʃeU WheP iWV
cRQWUibXWiRQ aQd iWV aUgXPeQWV. IW caQQRW SUeVXPe WR cRPPaQd
WheP.

AV a ZRUkiQg h\SRWheViV, Ze Zill elabRUaWe ceUWaiQ SURSRViWiRQV
Zhich aUe liQked WR Whe SUeYiRXV a[iRP: The sociological XniW\ of a
groXp and Whe social conscioXsness Zhich links Whe conscioXsnesses of iWs
consWiWXenW indiYidXals Wo iW are neYer more Whan inWermediar\ sWaWes,
mediaWions or means Wo an end. TacWic and sWraWeg\ deWermine Whis and
are deWermined b\ iW. In phases of e[Wreme Wension, WXrmoil and inWense
social acWiYiW\, Whe e[isWence of a groXp becomes hisWorical. IWs sWrXcWXres
bXrsW asXnder. IWs eYer\da\ life is sXspended, shaWWered or changed. IW
coincides ZiWh Whe hisWorical. In Whe phases of compleWe rela[aWion and
sWagnaWion, inWerindiYidXal and ps\chic relaWions predominaWe; Whe groXp
Wends Wo fall aparW and eYer\da\ life Wends Wo shoZ onl\ iWs mosW banal
and WriYial side. ThXs iW is indeed Whe mediXm, inWermediar\, mediaWing
phases Zhich Ze are considering here as proYiding priYileged WesWimon\.

ThXV, VeWWiQg RXW fURP Whe PediXP ]RQeV, RXU VWXd\ ZRXld gR iQ
RQe diUecWiRQ WRZaUdV Whe bURadeU ]RQeV, aQd iQ aQRWheU WRZaUdV Whe
QaUURZeU RQeV, QRW iQ RUdeU WR VeSaUaWe WheP fURP each RWheU, bXW WR
Ueach WheP.

OXU VWXd\ hRldV QR SUeVXSSRViWiRQV abRXW Whe cRPSle[iW\ aQd Whe
cRQWUadicWiRQV RQ WheVe (PicUR aQd PacUR) VcaleV, aQd WhiV iV ZhaW
diVWiQgXiVheV Whe SUeYiRXV UXleV aQd a[iRPV fURP CaUWeViaQ WhRXghW,
Zhich XVeV Whe ViPSle WR aVVePble Whe cRPSle[.

TheVe giYeQV XQdeUliQe Whe SUXdeQW, liPiWaWiYe aQd UelaWiYe
chaUacWeU Rf a UeVeaUch SURgUaPPe Zhich QeYeUWheleVV RSeQV a YaVW
ɹeld Rf e[SeUieQceV aQd kQRZledge. EYeU\ VWaWePeQW acWV eTXall\ aV
a VafeW\ baUUieU aQd aV a SRViWiYe heXUiVWic UXle.

2 The role of hypothesis

The URle Rf h\SRWheViV iQ Whe VcieQceV iQ geQeUal haV beeQ e[aPiQed
PaQ\ WiPeV. We feel iW cRXld be XVefXl WR UeWXUQ WR iW iQ RUdeU WR
claUif\ iWV URle iQ Whe VRcial VcieQceV aQd iQ RXU RZQ UeVeaUch.



LeW XV UePiQd RXUVelYeV WhaW iQ all dRgPaWiVPV Whe SURceVV Rf
kQRZledge iV bRXQd XS ZiWh V\VWePaWi]ed ShilRVRShical
aUUaQgePeQWV, WhXV deYalXiQg Whe URle Rf h\SRWheViV aQd Whe
iQYeQWiRQ Rf h\SRWheVeV. DRgPaWiVP TXiWe cRUUecWl\ giYeV
SURPiQeQce WR Whe SUeVXSSRViWiRQV iQheUeQW iQ Whe Za\ facWV aUe
SeUceiYed, aV Zell aV iQ VcieQWiɹc RbVeUYaWiRQ, iQ cRQceSWXal liQkV
beWZeeQ SheQRPeQa aQd iQ WheRUeWical deYelRSPeQWV, bXW WheQ iW
e[WUaSRlaWeV. IW WUieV WR UedXce WheVe iPSlicaWiRQV WR geQeUal, aQd
WhXV ShilRVRShical, posWXlaWes; WhiV ZRXld allRZ iW WR SRlice Whe XVe Rf
h\SRWheVeV. HRZeYeU iW iV cleaU WhaW h\SRWheVeV Zhich aUe
VXbRUdiQaWed WR a V\VWePaWi]ed ShilRVRSh\ (WR aQ idealiVW RU
PaWeUialiVW RQWRlRg\) lRVe Whe chaUacWeUiVWicV Rf h\SRWheViV, aQd aUe
iPSRVed a SUiRUi aV abVRlXWe WUXWhV. ThiV iV Whe Za\ Whe PaWeUialiVWV
(cRQWUadicWiQg dialecWic) aQd Whe idealiVWV (WRWall\ iQ agUeePeQW ZiWh
WhePVelYeV, Zhich gXaUaQWeeV WheP Whe beQeɹW Rf cRheUeQce)
SURceeded. WheQ kQRZledge iV UegXlaWed iQ WhiV Za\, Whe ɹUVW WhiQg
WR be cRPSURPiVed iV Whe iQYeQWiRQ Rf h\SRWheVeV. ThiV leadV WR
VWeUiliW\.

OQ Whe RWheU haQd, a ceUWaiQ VXbjecWiYiVP (eTXall\ ShilRVRShical
iQ iQVSiUaWiRQ), a ceUWaiQ UelaWiYiVP aQd a ceUWaiQ SRViWiYiVP haYe
VWUeVVed Whe h\SRWheWical chaUacWeU Rf eYeU\ VcieQce. The XVe Rf
h\SRWheViV ZRXld Pake kQRZledge cRQjecWXUal. IQ iWV Za\, WhiV
WeQdeQc\ e[WUaSRlaWeV aV Zell. The iQYeQWiRQ Rf h\SRWheVeV aQd Whe
YeU\ UeTXiUePeQW fRU h\SRWheVeV Pa\ RUigiQaWe eiWheU iQ Whe elXViYe
cRPSle[iW\ Rf Whe Ueal, RU iQ aQ a SUiRUi iQheUeQW WR Whe hXPaQ PiQd,
VXch aV deWeUPiQed caWegRUieV RU a geQeUal (lRgical aQd fRUPal)
SUiQciSle Rf ideQWiW\.

GRiQg faUWheU WhaQ SUeYiRXV PeWhRdRlRgical ZRUk,3 aQd ZiWh Whe
deViUe WR Pake URRP fRU iPagiQaWiRQ iQ Whe kQRZledge Rf Whe hXPaQ
¶Ueal·, Ze Zill PaiQWaiQ heUe WhaW Whe URle Rf h\SRWheViV iV cRQQecWed
WR Whe comple[iW\ Rf Whe SheQRPeQa XQdeU VcUXWiQ\ aQd alVR WR WheiU
random chaUacWeU (bRWh aVSecWV beiQg iQWeUdeSeQdeQW).

We aUe QRW XViQg Whe WeUP random iQ a SejRUaWiYe Za\ WR PeaQ
ZhaWeYeU kQRZledge iV XQable WR gUaVS, iQ RWheU ZRUdV SXUe chaQce,
a Uadical cRQWiQgeQc\ RU aQ iQdeWeUPiQiVP. The WheViV Rf aQ abVRlXWe
iQdeWeUPiQiVP bRWh iQ QaWXUe aQd iQ hiVWRUical aQd VRcial UealiW\, aV



RSSRVed WR Whe WheViV Rf aQ abVRlXWe deWeUPiQiVP, iV ceUWaiQl\
XQWeQable. HeUe aV elVeZheUe Ze aUe WU\iQg WR claUif\ a Za\ Rf
WhiQkiQg dialecWicall\. TheUe aUe deWeUPiQed biRlRgical, hiVWRUical,
ecRQRPic, VRciRlRgical condiWions (Zhich aUe WakeQ RYeU aQd
PRdiɹed b\ WheiU RZQ cUeaWiYe SUa[iV), Zhich cRQVWiWXWe Whe ¶Ueal· iQ
iWV acceSWed VeQVe. TheUe aUe processes, Zhich cRQWaiQ Whe eYRlXWiRQ
aQd fRUZaUd PRYePeQWV Rf Whe Ueal. TheVe cRQdiWiRQV aQd SURceVVeV
SRiQW WRZaUdV possibiliWies.

IW iV iWVelf a QeceVVaU\ UeTXiUePeQW WhaW a chRice, aQ RSWiRQ RU a
deciViRQ (a WacWical aQd VWUaWegic cRPPiWPeQW) be Pade UegaUdiQg
WheVe SRVVibiliWieV. FUee acWiRQV ² cRllecWiYe RU iQdiYidXal, VhRUW WeUP
RU lRQg WeUP ² dR QRW eVcaSe deWeUPiQiVP; Whe\ aUe baVed XSRQ iW;
Whe\ haYe WheiU iQQeU deWeUPiQiVPV; Whe\ XQfRld; Whe\ aUe bRUQ
SUePaWXUe RU Whe\ cRPe WR fXll WeUP; Whe\ aUe eQacWed ZiWh YaU\iQg
degUeeV Rf aZaUeQeVV aQd eʃecWiYeQeVV, VRPeWiPeV bliQd, VRPeWiPeV
calcXlaWed; Whe\ PRdif\ WheiU deWeUPiQed cRQdiWiRQV aQd cUeaWe QeZ
RQeV. The\ PRdif\ aQd UeRUieQWaWe SURceVVeV bXW Whe\ dR QRW
eliPiQaWe WheP.

We UXle RXW Whe idea Rf abVRlXWe QeceVViW\ alRQg ZiWh Whe idea Rf
abVRlXWe chaQce aQd Whe SXUel\ fRUWXiWRXV. AbVRlXWe QeceVViW\, i.e.,
deWeUPiQiVP, belRQgV WR ideRlRg\, QRW WR kQRZledge. IW e[clXdeV
dialecWical PRYePeQW, UelaWiYe chaQce aQd UelaWiYe QeceVViW\, Whe
UelaWiYel\ SUedicWable aQd Whe UelaWiYel\ XQSUedicWable. FURP WhiV
YieZSRiQW, WheUe iV a ceUWaiQ XQSUedicWabiliW\ (aQd WhXV Whe adYeQW Rf
VRPeWhiQg geQXiQel\ QeZ) Zhich dReV QRW cRPe ViPSl\ fURP QRW
kQRZiQg Whe caXVeV aQd liPiWV Rf kQRZledge. IW alVR cRPeV fURP
chaQce SeU Ve, aQd alVR fURP fUeedRP. We caQQRW calcXlaWe a SUiRUi
ZhaW Whe liPiWV WR SUedicWabiliW\ aUe, bXW kQRZledge caQ QeYeU
SUedicW eYeU\WhiQg, QRU caQ SUacWical acWiRQ SUeɹgXUe aQd cRQWURl
eYeU\WhiQg. B\ XViQg fRUPal WheRUieV (gaPeV aQd deciViRQ WheRU\,
iQfRUPaWiRQ WheRU\) Ze caQ eYeQ predicW Whe XnpredicWable per se.

ThXV WhiV QRWiRQ Rf UaQdRPQeVV iV baVed RQ a feZ UeceQW
acTXiViWiRQV WR Whe ɹeld Rf kQRZledge, aQd QRWabl\ RQ informaWion
WheRU\. If Ze aUe caUefXl QRW WR cRQfXVe ¶iQfRUPaWiRQ· ZiWh
¶kQRZledge·, WhiV Zill faciliWaWe Whe iQclXViRQ Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ ZiWhiQ
kQRZledge. The cRQceSW Rf UaQdRPQeVV iQ iQfRUPaWiRQ WheRU\



SURfRXQdl\ PRdiɹeV Whe cRQceSW Rf VWaWiVWical SURbabiliW\ Zhich
deUiYeV fURP Whe QaWXUal VcieQceV (VWaWiVWical aQd TXaQWic WheRUieV). IW
iPSlieV aQ e[SlRUaWiRQ Rf Whe ɹeld of possibiliWies (ZheUeaV VWaWiVWical
SURbabiliW\ iQfeUV SUedicWiRQV baVed RQ Whe SaVW). AbRYe all ² aQd
WhiV iV iWV SUiQciSal iQWeUeVW iQ VR faU aV WhiV VWXd\ iV cRQceUQed ² iW
iPSlieV Whe idea Rf a Zidening of Whe ɹeld of possibiliWies. TR RXU PiQd
WhiV ZideQiQg iV eVVeQWial if Ze aUe WR XQdeUVWaQd Whe life Rf gURXSV
aQd iQdiYidXalV iQ ¶PRdeUQ· VRcieW\. IQ a VeQVe iW chaUacWeUi]eV iW. IW
iV ZhaW PakeV iW iPSeUaWiYe WR haYe iQcUeaViQgl\ PRUe ɹQel\ hRQed
aQd cRQVciRXV WacWics aQd sWraWegies. IW iV ZhaW PakeV iW eVVeQWial WR
opW PRUe aQd PRUe fUeTXeQWl\.

The ZideQiQg Rf SRVVibiliWieV iV accRPSaQied b\ cRQWUadicWRU\
SheQRPeQa: SUeVVXUeV aQd cRQVWUaiQWV, PRdelV aQd QRUPV, checkV,
gaSV aQd iPbalaQceV. MRUal RU ideRlRgical SUeVVXUeV aQd cRQVWUaiQWV
PaiQWaiQ a VRUW Rf VWaWic eTXilibUiXP ZiWhiQ iQdiYidXal RU cRllecWiYe
cRQVciRXVQeVVeV Zhich UXQ Whe daQgeU Rf beiQg VZaPSed b\
SRVVibiliWieV. ThXV reali]aWion caQ lag behiQd possibiliWies WR a YaVW
e[WeQW. IQ Whe UaQdRP ɹeld Rf ZhaW iV SRVVible, Ueali]aWiRQ ²
VXbjecWed WR RbjecWiYe aQd UeVWUicWiYe UXleV ² iV iWVelf UaQdRP. The
Ueal, i.e., reali]aWion, caQ RQl\ be XQdeUVWRRd WhURXgh Whe SRVVible
aQd Whe UaQdRP.

LeW XV gR be\RQd fRUPal PeWhRdRlRg\ aQd illXVWUaWe WhiV VWaWePeQW
b\ a feZ e[aPSleV, i.e., a feZ h\poWheses.

a) AQ iQdiYidXal caQ iPagiQe hiPVelf WR be a QebXla (a clRXd) Rf
YiUWXaliWieV (possibiliWies). ThiV UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ iV QRW a caUbRQ cRS\ Rf
TXaQWic WheRUieV Rf PaWWeU, Zhich VSeak Rf a clRXd Rf probabiliWies.
The SURceVV Rf hiV SUacWical life cRQViVWV Rf a VRUW Rf cRQdeQVaWiRQ Rf
SRVVibiliWieV. FURP beiQg a QebXla RU clRXd Rf YiUWXaliWieV, he
becRPeV a cRQVWellaWiRQ Rf acWiRQV aQd SRZeUV (caSaciWieV). He
Ueali]eV hiPVelf, PRUe RU leVV cRPSleWel\. CRPSleWe Ueali]aWiRQ, Whe
e[haXVWiQg Rf SRVVibiliWieV, iV iPPRbiliW\ aQd deaWh.

The VaPe iV WUXe Rf gURXSV. The\ WRR Pake WheiU Za\ WhURXgh
UaQdRPQeVV: Whe\ Wake chaQceV, Whe\ ZageU RQ WheiU fXWXUe, RU Whe\
VWagQaWe. The\ cRPe iQWR beiQg, Whe\ PaQage WR VXUYiYe, RU Whe\ die.

b) The eQWU\ Rf Zomen iQWR iQdXVWUial SURdXcWiRQ haV QRW UeVXlWed
iQ a PaVViYe iQcUeaVe iQ Whe QXPbeU Rf ZRPeQ iQ Whe acWiYe



(SURdXcWiYe) SRSXlaWiRQ. IW haV allRZed fRU a UediVWUibXWiRQ Rf fePale
jRbV: feZeU ZRPeQ ePSlR\ed iQ dRPeVWic VeUYiceV aQd PRUe
ePSlR\ed iQ cRPPeUcial VeUYiceV aQd Rɽce jRbV, eWc. AbRYe all iW
giYeV ZRPeQ ² WR a ceUWaiQ e[WeQW, aQd accRUdiQg WR VRcial claVV aQd
cRXQWU\ Rf UeVideQce ² Whe chaQce WR choose. The\ caQ edXcaWe
WhePVelYeV, Wake XS a SURfeVViRQ, giYe iW XS aV VRRQ aV Whe\ PaUU\ RU
haYe a bab\, RU gR RQ ZRUkiQg. PRVVibiliWieV UeTXiUe RSWiRQV ² QRW
iUUaWiRQal RSWiRQV, bXW RQeV Zhich aUe PRWiYaWed aQd WhRXghW
WhURXgh. ThXV Whe deWeUPiQed ecRQRPic aQd VRcial SURceVV (Whe
eQWU\ Rf ZRPeQ iQWR iQdXVWUial SURdXcWiRQ aQd PRUe geQeUall\ iQWR
acWiYe life) haV QRW UeYRlXWiRQi]ed Whe fePale cRQdiWiRQ, aV iW ZaV
e[SecWed WR dR. IW haV iQcUeaVed Whe QXPbeU Rf SRVVibiliWieV aQd
chRiceV, aQd Whe degUee WR Zhich ZRPeQ caQ be fUee, bRWh aV
iQdiYidXalV aQd aV a VRcial gURXS. ThiV SURdXceV RbYiRXV SaUadR[eV.
IQ Whe ZRUkiQg claVV, PaQ\ ZRPeQ chRRVe, PRUe RU leVV fUeel\, QRW
WR ZRUk iQ facWRUieV RU ZRUkVhRSV. IQ Whe cRPfRUWabl\ Rʃ claVVeV,
PaQ\ ZRPeQ chRRVe WR ZRUk iQ RɽceV aQd WR Wake XS SURfeVViRQV.

ThXV Whe ideaV Rf deWeUPiQiVP RU Rf QeceVVaU\ SURceVV, aQd Rf
SRVVibiliWieV aQd RSWiRQV, aUe QRW UXled RXW eiWheU fRU gURXSV RU fRU
iQdiYidXalV. The VaPe aSSlieV fRU Whe idea Rf chaQce aQd Rf
UegXlaUiW\ (RU deWeUPiQed WeQdeQc\). If a gURXS iV WR eVWabliVh ZhaW
iWV UelaWiRQV aUe WR be, h\SRWheVeV aUe iQeYiWable. The Za\ RSWiRQV
aUe VhaUed RXW ZiWhiQ a gURXS iV QRW cRPSleWel\ SUedicWable. AQ\
VWXd\ Rf Whe ViWXaWiRQ Rf ZRPeQ WRda\ Zill cRQWaiQ h\SRWheVeV abRXW
Whe gURXSiQg XQdeU cRQVideUaWiRQ, Whe cRQWiQgeQcieV aQd
SRVVibiliWieV Rf chRice, aQd Whe YaUiableV ZiWhiQ SURjecWV Rf chRice
Zhich helS WR e[SlaiQ fUeTXeQcieV.

ThiV bUiQgV XV WR Whe idea Rf social opWions. IQdiYidXalV aUe QRW
alRQe iQ PakiQg chRiceV. VeU\ laUge RU UeVWUicWed gURXSV alike SRiQW
WhePVelYeV cRQVciRXVl\ RU XQcRQVciRXVl\ iQ aQ iUUeYeUVible diUecWiRQ,
aQd VelecW a SaUWicXlaU VRlXWiRQ fRU WheiU SURblePV, eiWheU cRllecWiYel\
RU iQ Whe SeUVRQ Rf WheiU leadeU. AQ\ giYeQ VRlXWiRQ ZaV QRW iPSRVed
b\ aQ abVRlXWe QeceVViW\. OWheU URXWeV ZeUe SRVVible. SRPeWiPeV Ze
(iQdiYidXalV aQd gURXSV, Whe PaVVeV aQd WheiU leadeUV) Ueali]e WhiV
WRR laWe. IQ aQ\ eYeQW, a bifXUcaWiRQ haV beeQ Ueached, SRVVibiliWieV
haYe beeQ VeSaUaWed, aQd RQe SRVVibiliW\ haV beeQ adRSWed WR Whe



e[clXViRQ Rf Whe RWheUV. ThXV iQ Whe VR-called ¶WeVW· Ze haYe RSWed
fRU a dXUable cRQVXPeU iWeP: Whe caU. We haYe giYeQ iW aQ iPSRUWaQW
Slace iQ RXU eYeU\da\ liYeV. ThRXgh iW ZaV WakeQ iQ Whe SaVW, WRda\
WhiV RSWiRQ cRQWURlV Whe deYelRSPeQW Rf iQdXVWU\, caXVeV WUaɽc
SURblePV, aQd PakeV iW QeceVVaU\ fRU WRZQV WR be UeVWUXcWXUed, eWc.
The e[aPSle Rf cRXQWUieV Rf Whe EaVW PakeV iW cleaU WhaW WhiV ZaV a
VRcial RSWiRQ aQd a cRllecWiYe chRice (QRW a QeceVViW\). ThiV RSWiRQ iV
aQ iQWegUal SaUW Rf a cRPSUeheQViYe VRcieW\: ecRQRP\, cXlWXUe,
lifeVW\le. IW helSV WR cRPSRVe aQd WR W\Sif\ iW. JXVW like iPSRUWaQW
SRliWical deciViRQV, cRllecWiYe RSWiRQV iQWURdXce disconWinXiW\ iQWR Whe
hiVWRUical aQd Whe VRcial.

c) WheQ dealiQg ZiWh a VRciRlRgical SURbleP, iW iV VRPeWiPeV
SRVVible WR XVe Whe fRllRZiQg fRUPXla: ¶leW XV VXSSRVe Whe SURbleP
haV beeQ UeVRlYed, aQd leW Whe SeUVRQ aQVZeUiQg be [¬ «· GiYeQ a
YiUWXal SRSXlaWiRQ RU Whe YiUWXal UiVe iQ aQ e[iVWiQg SRSXlaWiRQ, Ze
Pa\ ɹQd RXUVelYeV faced ZiWh a SURbleP VXch aV Whe fRllRZiQg: ¶If [
iV Whe SRVVible VWUXcWXUe Rf Whe WRZQ Zhich cRQWaiQV WhiV SRSXlaWiRQ,
ZhaW SURSeUWieV VhRXld Ze aWWUibXWe WR WhiV SRVVible VWUXcWXUe WR
eQable Whe SRSXlaWiRQ WR dUaZ SUedicWable adYaQWageV fURP iW?·
TheQ, Ze Zill WU\ WR ɹQd a UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ fRU [, i.e., WR imagine iW iQ
fXQcWiRQ Rf Whe deViUed UeVXlW. GeQeUall\ Ze Zill ɹQd YaUiaQWV [, [, [,
each RQe Rf Zhich Ze PXVW e[aPiQe aQd cUiWici]e. ThXV Ze Zill XVe
Whe PeWhRd Rf iPagiQaU\ YaUiaQWV. IW iV RbYiRXV WhaW WheVe YaUiaQWV
caQ be UelaWiYel\ daUiQg, accRUdiQg WR Whe TXaliW\ Rf Whe iPagiQaWiRQ
cRQVWUXcWiQg WheP. The e[aPiQaWiRQ Rf VRlXWiRQV aQd YaUiaQWV Pa\
RfWeQ fRUce XV WR UecRQVideU Whe SURbleP, iWV WeUPV, aQd Whe QRWiRQV
Zhich allRZed iW WR be fRUPXlaWed.

ThiV iV hRZ Whe VRciRlRg\ Rf eYeU\da\ life caQ cRQVideU Whe
SURblePV Rf Xrban deYelopmenW. IW caQ cRQWUibXWe WR Whe VeaUch fRU
RSWiPXP fRUPXlae. The SURbleP iV a SUacWical RQe. We haYe a gUeaW
PaQ\ e[SeUieQceV aW RXU diVSRVal WR helS XV UeVRlYe iW: Whe
e[SeUieQce Rf Rld WRZQV (VSRQWaQeRXV, hiVWRUical), Zhich ZeUe
UelaWiYel\ VXcceVVfXl, aQd Rf QeZ WRZQV, Zhich haYe beeQ PRUe RU
leVV a failXUe. We aUe ZRUkiQg RQ a YirWXal objecW, Zhich PXVW be
bURXghW iQWR beiQg. HRZ caQ Ze achieYe WhiV ZiWhRXW Whe XVe Rf
iPageV? If Ze aUe WR PRYe fURP UeceiYed e[SeUieQceV WR Whe



cRQVWUXcWiRQ Rf Whe YiUWXal RbjecW, WheUe aUe a ceUWaiQ QXPbeU Rf
VWeSV Ze PXVW Wake: Whe fRUPXlaWiRQ Rf a SURblePaWic, Whe
elabRUaWiRQ Rf h\poWheses aQd SURSRViWiRQV abRXW ZhaW iV SRVVible,
Whe iQYeQWiRQ Rf iPageV, eWc.

TheUefRUe Ze PXVW bUiQg h\SRWheViV iQWR geQeUal XVe. NR
h\SRWheViV PXVW be e[clXded a SUiRUi, QR PaWWeU hRZ aUbiWUaU\,
UiVk\, e[WUePe RU eYeQ daQgeURXV iW Pa\ be. B\ iQWURdXciQg bRWh
chaQce aQd iPagiQaWiRQ iQWR kQRZledge Rf Whe VRcial Ueal, Ze aUe
PakiQg URRP fRU chaQce iQ Whe Za\ Ze iQYeQW h\SRWheVeV, aQd fRU a
kiQd Rf fUee Sla\ iQ Whe SURceVV Rf gaiQiQg kQRZledge.

The VRciRlRgiVW·V iQYeVWigaWiYe abiliWieV aUe liQked WR hiV caSaciW\
WR iQYeQW h\SRWheVeV. CRQVciRXVl\ RU QRW, he e[SlRUeV ZhaW iV
SRVVible b\ XViQg iPageV jXVW aV PXch aV cRQceSWV. TheUefRUe, iQ Whe
VSeciɹc cXlWXUe Zhich fRllRZV Whe ¶caWhaUViV· Ze VSRke Rf eaUlieU,
WheUe iV a fRUP Rf iPagiQaWiRQ Zhich haV iWV SaUW WR Sla\. The URle
Sla\ed b\ iPagiQaWiRQ aQd h\SRWheViV Zill haYe cRQVeTXeQceV iQ
WeUPV Rf VW\leV Rf WhiQkiQg, aQd Whe VcieQceV Rf hXPaQ aQd VRcial
UealiW\ Zill XVe iPagiQaWiRQ PRUe RU leVV cRQVciRXVl\ aQd
delibeUaWel\ WR ɹQd aQ RUigiQal VW\le.

If h\SRWheVeV Zhich VhaUe Whe UaQdRP chaUacWeU Rf Whe
SheQRPeQa XQdeU VcUXWiQ\ aUe XVed e[WeQViYel\, WhiV iV alVR dXe WR
Whe problemaWic chaUacWeU Rf WheVe SheQRPeQa. ThiV WeUP QR PRUe
PeaQV ¶iUUaWiRQal·, ¶XQceUWaiQ· RU ¶iPSRVVible WR fRUPXlaWe· WhaQ Whe
WeUP ¶UaQdRP· PeaQV ¶iQdeWeUPiQable·. OQ Whe cRQWUaU\! HXPaQ
gURXSV haYe SURblePV, Ueal SURblePV Zhich Pake XS SaUW Rf WheiU
WRWal UealiW\. PRVVibiliWieV aUe aQVZeUV aQd VRlXWiRQV ² PRUe RU leVV
gRRd, QeaU RU UePRWe ² WR WheVe SURblePV. TR geW clRVe WR a gURXS, RU
WR Whe iQdiYidXalV ZiWhiQ a gURXS, aQd WR XQdeUVWaQd iW, iV WR
deWeUPiQe ZhaW WhaW gURXS·V SURblePaWic iV, aW a giYeQ PRPeQW aQd
iQ a giYeQ ViWXaWiRQ RU VeW Rf ciUcXPVWaQceV.

The ¶SURblePaWic· caQQRW be cRQfXVed ZiWh Whe ¶abVXUd·. IQ Ueal
life, hXPaQ SURblePV aUiVe ZiWh cRQWUadicWiRQV Zhich dePaQd aQd
iPSl\ VRlXWiRQV, RSeQiQg XS SRVVibiliWieV. The SURblePV PeQ VeW
WhePVelYeV aUe QRW iQVRlXble (if iW ZeUe WUXe WhaW hXPaQiW\ RQl\ VeW
iWVelf iQVRlXble SURblePV, aQd WhaW iWV SURblePaWic iV iQdeɹQiWe aQd
XQdeWeUPiQed, all SUeVeQW aQd fXWXUe hXPaQiVP ZRXld cRllaSVe, aQd



QihiliVP ZRXld Wake RYeU iQ iWV VWead), bXW QRU dR Whe\ haYe
Uead\Pade VRlXWiRQV. TheUefRUe iW iV Whe SURblePaWic Vide Rf a
hXPaQ gURXS Zhich eQableV XV WR gUaVS iWV UealiW\, iWV SRVVibiliWieV
aQd Whe (WacWical aQd VWUaWegic) Za\ iW caQ achieYe WheP. IQ WhiV Za\
Ze aYRid \eW agaiQ Whe falVe dilePPa Rf eiWheU SXUe ePSiUiciVP aQd
Whe cRllecWiRQ Rf XQcRQQecWed facWV RU ShilRVRSh\, dRgPaWiVP aQd
SUeVXSSRViWiRQV. FiQall\, Ze aUe cRQQecWiQg Whe VRcial VcieQceV aV a
ZhRle WR a geQeUal bXW deWeUPiQed SURblePaWic Rf PaQ; Whe
SURblePaWic Rf eYeU\da\ life aQd Rf iWV Uadical WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ. B\
fRUPXlaWiQg VSeciɹc SURblePV (Whe SURblePV Rf gURXSV) aQd WU\iQg WR
Vee hRZ Whe\ cRQQecW ZiWh Whe geQeUal SURblePaWic, Ze Zill
VWiPXlaWe SURjecWV, h\SRWheVeV aQd SRVVible VRlXWiRQV.

IQ iWV WXUQ, Whe cRQfURQWaWiRQ beWZeeQ WheVe SRVVible UelaWiRQV
VWiPXlaWeV Whe iQYeQWiRQ Rf h\SRWheVeV abRXW SheQRPeQa. SR ZhaW
Ze aUe dRiQg heUe iV lRRkiQg QRW fRU a PeWhRd fRU fRUPXlaWiQg
¶VRciRlRgical SURblePV·, bXW UaWheU fRU a PeWhRd fRU cRQQecWiQg each
giYeQ aQd each SaUWial UealiW\ WR Whe PRUe geQeUal SURblePaWic Ze
aUe cRQceUQed ZiWh. IQ RXU RSiQiRQ, Whe cRPPRQ e[SUeVViRQ
¶VRciRlRgical SURbleP· cRQWaiQV aQ illXViRQ. IQ RQe VeQVe, all
SURblePV aUe VRciRlRgical, ViQce eYeU\ VRciRlRgical UealiW\ caQ RQl\
be gUaVSed iQ UelaWiRQ WR iWV SURblePV. OQ Whe RWheU haQd, QR
SURblePV aUe VRciRlRgical, ViQce SURblePV caQ RQl\ be fRUPXlaWed iQ
UelaWiRQ WR a geQeUal SURblePaWic Rf hiVWRUical aQd VRcial PaQ Zhich
gReV be\RQd VRciRlRg\ aV a VSeciɹc aQd SaUWicXlaU VcieQce.

PURSRViWiRQV cRQceUQiQg ZhaW is possible PXVW be VcUXWiQi]ed,
cRQfURQWed aQd aUgXed. WheQ SURjecWV aUe cRQfURQWed ZiWh ¶Ueal life·
(ZiWh SUacWice) iW iV iPSeUaWiYe WhaW Whe iQWeUeVWed SaUWieV
SaUWiciSaWe. IW iV iPSRVVible WR iPSRVe a VRlXWiRQ. WhReYeU decideV
fRU RQe SaUWicXlaU VRlXWiRQ (aQd cRQVeTXeQWl\ iQWegUaWeV iW iQ hiV
VWUaWeg\) iV Rbliged WR e[aPiQe Whe cRXQWeUSURSRValV. He PXVW beaU
iQ PiQd WhaW hiV VRlXWiRQ Pa\ fail.

TheUefRUe Whe h\SRWheWical chaUacWeU Rf WhiV SURceVV, aQd Whe Za\
iWV PeWhRd iV liQked WR a deWeUPiQed geQeUal SURblePaWic, haV
SURfRXQd cRQQecWiRQV ZiWh Whe democraWic chaUacWeU Rf VRcial life aQd
Whe fUee VcieQWiɹc VWXd\ Rf iW.



SR WR Whe geQeUall\ acceSWed W\SeV Rf h\SRWheVeV Ze Zill add a
QeZ RQe: Whe sWraWegic h\poWhesis. TakiQg Whe PRVW diVWaQW
SRVVibiliWieV aV iWV VWaUWiQg SRiQW, iW UeWXUQV WR Whe SUeVeQW iQ aQ
aWWePSW WR e[WeQd Whe fRUce liQeV aQd Whe WeQdeQcieV Rf Whe Ueal
WRZaUdV WhiV e[WUePe SRiQW Rf ZhaW iV SRVVible. IWV aiP iV WR be PRUe
SUeciVe WhaQ Whe RWheU h\SRWheVeV iQ Whe Za\ iW PediaWeV beWZeeQ
facWV aQd cRQceSWV, aQd beWZeeQ giYeQV aQd VRlXWiRQV WR SURblePV. IW
cRQQecWV all Whe fUagPeQWed ePSiUical facWV ZiWh Whe cRQceSWV iW iV
elabRUaWiQg aQd cRQVWaQWl\ calliQg iQWR TXeVWiRQ. IW haV Whe claVVic
TXaliWieV aQd SURSeUWieV Rf h\SRWheViV: iW keeSV iQ cRQWacW ZiWh Whe
facWV; iW diVcRYeUV QeZ facWV; iW RUgaQi]eV Whe facWV ZiWhRXW fRUcibl\
V\VWePaWi]iQg WheP; iW iV YeUiɹable. IW iV YeUiɹed ZiWhiQ SUa[iV.

The h\SRWheWical chaUacWeU Rf Whe SURcedXUe aQd Rf iWV RbjecW Zill
becRPe eYeQ PRUe aSSaUeQW ZheQ Ze e[aPiQe Whe fRllRZiQg
e[WUePe caVe: Whe cUeaWiRQ Rf Whe RbjecW (Whe cRQVWUXcWiRQ Rf a QeZ
WRZQ RU Whe deYelRSPeQW Rf a QeZ kiQd Rf WRZQ SlaQQiQg iQfRUPed
b\ Whe ideaV SURYided b\ Whe VRciRlRg\ Rf eYeU\da\ life). We aUe QR
lRQgeU WalkiQg abRXW Whe XVXal kiQd Rf caVe, i.e., ZheUe Whe RbVeUYeU
PRdiɹeV ZhaW he iV RbVeUYiQg aQd iV hiPVelf SaUW Rf ZhaW caQ be
RbVeUYed. The e[WUePe ViWXaWiRQ Ze aUe e[aPiQiQg VeePV bRWh PRUe
dUaPaWic (becaXVe iW iQYRlYeV PRUe UeVSRQVibiliW\) aQd PRUe caSable
Rf fRXQdiQg a bURad SUacWical UaWiRQaliW\. ThiV SUacWical UaWiRQaliW\
ZRXld QRW e[clXde Whe VR-called iUUaWiRQaliW\ Rf iPageV, ePRWiRQV
aQd feeliQgV b\ igQRUiQg RU haUU\iQg WheP.

AV Ze haYe Vaid, Whe VRciRlRgiVW Rf eYeU\da\ life haV hiV VWUaWeg\.
MRUeRYeU, ZhaW he diVcRYeUV aQd PakeV SXblic caQ PRdif\ ceUWaiQ
RWheU VWUaWegieV, QaPel\ WhRVe Rf Whe gURXSV aʃecWed b\ Whe
SURblePV SRVed. ThiV giYeV kQRZledge aQ eQWU\ iQWR cUeaWiYe SUa[iV.
B\ ePShaVi]iQg Whe URle Rf h\SRWheViV, UaQdRPQeVV aQd QeZQeVV,
aQd b\ PakiQg Whe SURcedXUeV aQd Whe RbjecW Rf kQRZledge PRUe
h\SRWheWical, UaWheU WhaQ iQYalidaWiQg WhiV kQRZledge, Ze aUe
cRQɹUPiQg iWV UaWiRQal aQd VcieQWiɹc chaUacWeU.

The iPSRUWaQce aWWUibXWed WR h\SRWheViV dReV QRW aXWhRUi]e XV WR
feWiVhi]e iW iQ faYRXU Rf aQ ¶aSSURach· WheRU\ b\ Zhich aSSURachiQg
facWV aQd SURblePV ZRXld be PRUe iQWeUeVWiQg aQd faU UeachiQg WhaQ
acWXall\ gUaVSiQg WheP, Zhich ZRXld iPPediaWel\ be VXVSecW. SXch



a cRQfeVViRQ Rf SRZeUleVVQeVV ZRXld be iQcRPSaWible ZiWh Whe Zill
WR eQUich UeVeaUch aQd WR RSeQ iW XS WR QeZ SeUVSecWiYeV.

The iPSRUWaQce Rf h\SRWheViV dReV QRW e[ePSW XV fURP Whe Qeed
WR lRRk fRU proof aQd WR VcUXWiQi]e iW. A PaVV Rf facWV caQ RQl\ SURYe
aQ\WhiQg iQ caVeV ZheUe UealiW\ iV VWaWic, iQ a SURceVV Rf becRPiQg
Zhich dReV QRW e[SeUieQce aQ\ VeUiRXV accideQWV. IQ VXch caVeV, iW iV
Whe lRgical cRheUeQce Rf Whe h\SRWheViV aQd Whe Za\ iW haUPRQi]eV
ZiWh a VeW Rf SheQRPeQa Zhich SURYide Whe SURRf.

MXch PRUe iQWeUeVWiQg iV Whe caVe Rf a d\QaPic UealiW\, Uacked b\
SURblePV aQd SRVVibiliWieV, ZheUe Whe cRQYeUgeQce Rf VeYeUal
SUiYileged WeVWiPRQieV SURYeV PRUe WhaQ aQ\ aPRXQW Rf ePSiUical
RbVeUYaWiRQV. The Ueal SURRf iV WR be fRXQd RQ Whe leYel Rf Whe
pracWical YeUiɹcaWiRQ Rf a h\SRWheViV. We aUe WheUefRUe WalkiQg abRXW
WZR diVWiQcW W\SeV Rf SURRf, RQe fRUPal ² cRheUeQce ² aQd Whe RWheU
e[SeUiPeQWal ² Ueali]aWiRQ ZiWhiQ SUa[iV.

3 Transduction and transducers

The claVVic RSeUaWiRQV Rf UeaVRQiQg caQ QR lRQgeU VXɽce. IQdXcWiRQ
WXUQed facW iQWR laZ, Whe SaUWicXlaU iQWR Whe geQeUal, aQd Whe
cRQWiQgeQW iQWR Whe QeceVVaU\. TR dUaZ iWV cRQclXViRQV, dedXcWiRQ
ZeQW fURP Whe geQeUal WR Whe ViQgXlaU, fURP aɽUPaWiRQ WR
iPSlicaWiRQ, aQd fURP Whe QeceVVaU\ WR Whe QeceVVaU\. TR WheVe
UigRURXV RSeUaWiRQV Ze ZRXld add Whe QRWiRQ Rf WransdXcWion, Zhich
bXildV a YiUWXal RbjecW XViQg iQfRUPaWiRQ, aQd Zhich XVeV giYeQV WR
aUUiYe aW a VRlXWiRQ. We caQ alVR Va\ WhaW WUaQVdXcWiRQ gReV fURP Whe
(giYeQ) Ueal WR Whe SRVVible.

The WheRUeWiciaQV Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ Walk abRXW ¶SV\chRlRgical
WUaQVdXceUV· iQ RUdeU WR deVigQaWe Whe SV\chic PRdaliWieV Rf WhiV
RSeUaWiRQ, UeYealed b\ WheiU WheRU\. IQ a ViPilaU Za\, Ze Zill
iQWURdXce Whe idea Rf sociological WransdXcers WR deVigQaWe Whe
RSeUaWiRQ caUUied RXW XQceaViQgl\ b\ VRcial gURXSV (aQd Whe
iQdiYidXalV ZiWhiQ WhRVe gURXSV). The\ gR fURP Whe SUeVeQW WR Whe
YiUWXal aQd fURP Whe giYeQ WR Whe SRVVible iQ a QeYeU-eQdiQg



SURVSecWiYe RSeUaWiRQ Zhich Whe XVXal SV\chRlRgical ideaV Rf
achieYePeQW, SUedicWiRQ aQd XQceUWaiQW\ caQQRW e[haXVW.

TheRUeWical WUaQVdXcWiRQV aQd eʃecWiYe (SUacWical) WUaQVdXceUV
deUiYe fURP Whe VaPe WheRU\.4

4 The idea of level

The idea Rf leYel iV UaSidl\ becRPiQg ZideVSUead. AV Zell aV beiQg
adRSWed b\ VcieQWiɹc WeUPiQRlRg\ (Whe WeUPiQRlRg\ Rf Whe VRcial
VcieQceV aQd eYeQ Rf Whe QaWXUal VcieQceV), iW iV alVR eQWeUiQg iQWR
da\-WR-da\ YRcabXlaU\. ThiV ePSiUical XVage iQ QR Za\ claUiɹeV iWV
VcieQWiɹc XVage. OQ Whe cRQWUaU\. EVVeQWiall\ iW deUiYeV fURP Whe
hieUaUchic VWUXcWXUiQg Rf PRdeUQ bXUeaXcUac\, Zhich e[SUeVVeV iWVelf
iQ Whe fRllRZiQg Za\: ¶AW PaQageUial leYel, SUefecWRUial leYel,
PiQiVWeUial leYel, caQWRQal leYel, deSaUWPeQWal leYel, UegiRQal leYel,
eWc.· LeYelV Rf aXWhRUiW\ aUe alVR degUeeV iQ Whe hieUaUch\. IQ Whe
aUP\, Whe\ WeQd WR XVe Whe WeUP ¶echelRQ·, Zhich iV ViPilaU.
TheUefRUe WheUe iV a PeaQiQg behiQd Whe geQeUali]ed XVage Rf Whe
ZRUd: Whe aVWRQiVhiQg URle Sla\ed b\ hieUaUch\ aQd bXUeaXcUac\ iQ
Whe VWUXcWXUiQg Rf VRcieW\. AUe iWV VcieQWiɹc PeaQiQg aQd WhiV SRSXlaU
PeaQiQg Whe VaPe? If Whe\ aUe, Whe ZRUd iV cleaU bXW ZRUU\iQg. If Ze
XVe iW caUeleVVl\ Ze Zill UiVk YalidaWiQg a ceUWaiQ SUacWice aQd
ideRlRgical UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ Rf Whe VRcial. If Whe\ aUe QRW, WheQ iW Zill
UeTXiUe elXcidaWiRQ.

IQ WUXWh, Whe VcieQWiɹc PeaQiQg Rf Whe ZRUd iV UaWheU RbVcXUe, fRU
VRPeWiPeV iW iV XVed VXbjecWiYel\ (RQ Whe leYel Rf gRRd VeQVe, RQ Whe
VcieQWiɹc leYel), VRPeWiPeV YeU\ RbjecWiYel\ (aW VXbaWRPic leYel, aW
PRlecXlaU leYel, aW Whe leYel Rf gUaYiWaWiRQal ɹeld) aQd VRPeWiPeV iQ
a Pi[ed Za\ (aW iQfUacRQVciRXV leYel, aW liQgXiVWic leYel, aW
VXSUaliQgXiVWic leYel). I haYe cRllecWed WheVe WeUPV fURP a YaUieW\ Rf
VcieQWiɹc jRXUQalV. If Ze Uead Whe UeceQW EnWreWiens beWZeeQ LpYi-
SWUaXVV aQd ChaUbRQQieU, Ze Zill cRPe acURVV eYeQ PRUe RbVcXUe
WXUQV Rf ShUaVe, VXch aV ¶leYel Rf SaUWiciSaWiRQ· aQd ¶leYel Rf
aXWheQWiciW\·.5



EaUlieU Ze lRcaWed eYeU\da\ life UaWheU VXPPaUil\ aV a leYel ZiWhiQ
SUa[iV aQd VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle, aQd Ze added VeYeUal RbVeUYaWiRQV.
ScieQWiɹcall\ VSeakiQg, Whe cRQceSW Rf leYel iV QR lRQgeU
diVWiQgXiVhable fURP VeYeUal RWheU cRQceSWV, i.e., sWages aQd degrees
RU planes, VXch aV seWs, frames of reference, perspecWiYes RU aspecWs. AQd
\eW WheVe cRQceSWV aUe QRW ideQWical. The\ all cRQWUibXWe WRZaUdV
e[SUeVViQg a cRPSle[iW\ Zhich iV diʃeUeQWiaWed aQd \eW VWUXcWXUed
ZiWhiQ a ZhRle (a WRWaliW\). A leYel deVigQaWeV aQ aVSecW Rf UealiW\,
bXW iW iV QRW jXVW Whe eTXiYaleQW Rf a caPeUa VhRW Rf WhaW UealiW\. IW
allRZV fRU iW WR be VeeQ fURP a ceUWaiQ SRiQW Rf YieZ RU SeUVSecWiYe;
iW gXaUaQWeeV iW aQ RbjecWiYe cRQWeQW. IQ a UealiW\ ZheUe VXcceVViYe
iPSlicaWiRQV caQ be VeeQ, iW UeSUeVeQWV a degUee RU a VWage, bXW ZiWh
PRUe cRQViVWeQc\ aQd ¶UealiW\· WhaQ V\PbRlV RU PRdelV, fRU e[aPSle.

TakeQ iQ iWV ZideVW VeQVe, Whe idea Rf leYel eQcRPSaVVeV Whe idea Rf
diʃerences beWZeen leYels. We cRXld eYeQ Va\ WhaW Whe acWXal RU
SRVVible diʃeUeQce beWZeeQ leYelV iV Whe cUiWeUiRQ b\ Zhich leYelV
aUe deWeUPiQed. WheUeYeU WheUe iV a leYel WheUe aUe VeYeUal leYelV,
aQd cRQVeTXeQWl\ gaSV, (UelaWiYel\) VXddeQ WUaQViWiRQV, aQd
iPbalaQceV RU SRWeQWial iPbalaQceV beWZeeQ WhRVe leYelV. TheUefRUe
WhiV idea e[clXdeV Whe idea Rf Whe conWinXoXs ɹeld, alWhRXgh iW iV QRW
iQcRPSaWible ZiWh Whe ideaV Rf geQeUal cRQWe[W, glRbaliW\ RU VeWV.
LeYelV caQQRW be cRPSleWel\ diVVRciaWed RQe fURP Whe RWheU.
AQal\ViV Pa\ deWeUPiQe leYelV, bXW iW dReV QRW SURdXce WheP; Whe\
UePaiQ aV XQiWV ZiWhiQ a laUgeU ZhRle.

The VchePaWic Rf a Vcale RU Rf a fRUPal hieUaUch\ Rf degUeeV iV
PXch WRR VWaWic. AlWhRXgh b\ deɹQiWiRQ Whe\ aUe diVWiQcW aQd aUe
lRcaWed aW diʃeUeQW VWageV, leYels caQ iQWeUacW aQd becRPe
WeleVcRSed, ZiWh diʃeUiQg UeVXlWV accRUdiQg WR ZhaW Whe eQcRXQWeUV
aQd ciUcXPVWaQceV aUe. AV RQe leYel PediaWeV aQRWheU, VR Whe\ acW
RQe XSRQ Whe RWheU. AW RQe SaUWicXlaU PRPeQW Rf becRPiQg, iQ RQe
SaUWicXlaU VeW Rf ciUcXPVWaQceV, RQe leYel caQ dRPiQaWe aQd
iQcRUSRUaWe Whe RWheUV. The idea Rf a VWUXcWXUal VeW Rf SUeciVe aQd
VeSaUaWe leYelV iV XQWeQable. IW ZRXld iQYalidaWe a cRQceSW Zhich iV
iQdiVSeQVable: Uigid cRQceSWV dR QRW caSWXUe Whe Ueal iQ VRPe YaVW,
ɻe[ible QeW, Whe\ leW iW eVcaSe. ThXV Whe leYel Rf Whe eYeU\da\ aQd
Whe leYel Rf Whe hiVWRUical caQ iQWeUacW. LeYel PXVW QRW be WhRXghW Rf



aV beiQg iQcRPSaWible ZiWh Whe SURceVV Rf becRPiQg aQd ZiWh
PRbiliW\. RealiWieV UiVe WR Whe VXUface, ePeUge, aQd Wake RQ VXbVWaQce
PRPeQWaUil\ aW a ceUWaiQ leYel. AW Whe VaPe WiPe, Whe cRQceSW
iPSlieV aQ iQWeUQal deWeUPiQaWiRQ, a UelaWiYel\ VWable ViWXaWiRQ
RYeUall. The facW WhaW Ze caQ VSeak Rf a ¶leYel· PakeV iW cleaU WhaW
eYeU\WhiQg iV QRW iQ eYeU\WhiQg; WheUe aUe QRW RQl\ diʃeUeQceV, bXW
alVR diVWiQcWiRQV.

The cRQceSW Rf leYel PakeV Whe cRQceSW Rf implicaWion VhaUSeU aQd
PRUe cRQcUeWe. Each leYel iV Whe UeVXlW Rf aQ aQal\ViV Zhich bUiQgV
RXW Whe cRQWeQW Rf Whe RWheU leYelV, aQd PakeV iW PRUe e[SliciW. TR
XVe a WXUQ Rf ShUaVe Ze ePSlR\ed eaUlieU, each RQe Rf WheP iV
WheUefRUe bRWh a residXal deposiW aQd a prodXcW. BXW WheVe
SURSRViWiRQV aUe QRW VXɽcieQW. Each leYel cRQWaiQV RWheUV, iQ a VWaWe
Rf SRVVibiliW\. IW aQal\VeV iWVelf aQd PakeV iWVelf PRUe e[SliciW. ThXV
eYeU\ leYel iV a ¶leYel Rf leYelV·, alWhRXgh Whe aQal\VW dReV QRW haYe
Whe UighW WR VXSSRVe WhaW Whe\ aUe liPiWed RU XQliPiWed iQ QXPbeU, RU
ZheWheU Whe\ aUe ɹQiWe RU QRQ-ɹQiWe. Each leYel iPSlieV RWheUV.
WheQ Whe aQal\VW haV ViQgled RXW WZR diVWiQcW leYelV, he Pa\ be able
WR ɹQd RWheUV iQ beWZeeQ WheP. B\ aQal\ViV aQd e[SeUiPeQW he
VhRXld be able WR diVcRYeU Whresholds leadiQg fURP RQe WR aQRWheU;
Whe WhUeVhRld cRQɹUPV Whe leYel. FiQall\, PXlWiSle ¶UealiWieV· cRe[iVW
RQ each iQdiYidXal leYel, iPSl\iQg aQd (PXWXall\) iPSlied,
eQYelRSiQg aQd eQYelRSed, eQcRPSaVViQg aQd eQcRPSaVVed,
XQPediaWed aQd PediaWed (XQPediaWed iQ WhePVelYeV, PediaWed iQ
UelaWiRQ WR RWheU YaVWeU RU PRUe UeVWUicWed leYelV). ThXV, iQ a
VXcceVViRQ Rf dichRWRPieV, Whe lRgic Rf geQeUa aQd VSecieV begiQV WR
Wake VhaSe aQd UaPif\, WhURXgh iWV cRQWacW ZiWh Whe ¶cRQcUeWe· iW
helSV WR deɹQe.

ThiV UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ Pa\ be aSSUR[iPaWiYe, bXW iW haV Whe PeUiW Rf
XQiWiQg PRbiliW\ aQd VWUXcWXUe. AV iW becRPeV PRUe e[SliciW iW VWaQdV
iQcUeaViQgl\ aSaUW fURP fUaPeZRUkV Rf VRcial RUigiQ, VXch aV PiliWaU\
aQd bXUeaXcUaWic hieUaUchieV. IW caQ VWUeWch RXW WRZaUdV Whe
XQiYeUVe, Zhich heQcefRUWh Ze Zill QRW iPagiQe aV aQ aUchiWecWXUall\
Uigid ediɹce, RU aV a ɻRZiQg UiYeU, bXW aV a cRlRVVal iQWeUacWiRQ Rf
leYels, fURP Whe VXbaWRPic WR Whe galacWic, fURP PicURcellXlaU



RUgaQiVPV WR liYiQg VSecieV, fURP VPall VRcial gURXSV WR Whe laUge
VRciRcXlWXUal fRUPaWiRQV Ze call ¶ciYili]aWiRQV·.

TR Pake Whe UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ PRUe SUeciVe, Ze caQ WXUQ WR ph\sics.
SSecWUXP aQal\ViV Rf lighW aQd haUPRQic aQal\ViV Rf VRXQd Pake
diVWiQcWiRQV aQd diVcRQWiQXiWieV aSSaUeQW ZiWhiQ ZhaW aUe aSSaUeQWl\
cRQWiQXRXV SheQRPeQa. IQ a VSecWUXP, WheUe aUe bRWh VWaWiRQaU\ (RU
UelaWiYel\ VWable) aQd PRbile WUaQVieQWV, SeUiRdic glRbal fRUPaQWV
aQd SaUWialV. SSecWUXP aQal\ViV, aQd eYeQ PRUe VR haUPRQic
aQal\ViV, caQ RʃeU XV a gXideliQe fRU Whe aQal\ViV Rf RYeUall RU
SeUiRdic VRcial SheQRPeQa Zhich aUe aSSaUeQWl\ cRQWiQXRXV aQd
hRPRgeQeRXV.

TheUe aUe ceUWaiQ bUaQcheV Rf PRdeUQ PaWhePaWicV Zhich Pa\
helS XV WR geW a WighWeU gUaVS RQ WhiV UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ. LeW XV ZUiWe a
UaQdRP VeUieV Rf QXPeUalV:
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BeWZeeQ WheVe QXPeUalV Ze caQ ZUiWe PRUe aW UaQdRP, aQd VR RQ,
aQd ViPilaUl\ Ze caQ add PRUe iQ YeUWical cRlXPQV, abRYe RU belRZ
Whe RUigiQal QXPeUalV:
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The VeTXeQceV Rf QXPeUalV dR QRW cRQVWiWXWe a QXPbeU aQd \eW
each RQe Rf WheP iV a VeW. IW haV a VWUXcWXUe, bXW WhiV VWUXcWXUe iV QRW
Uigid aV iQ QXPbeUV aQd QXPeUical VeWV. IW caQ be called ¶VePi-
UigRURXV·. The VeW fRUPV a gUid (RU WUelliV) WR Zhich Ze Pa\ add aV
PaQ\ cRlXPQV RU liQeV aV Ze ZiVh. ThXV Whe VeW iV QeiWheU ɹQiWe QRU
QRQ-ɹQiWe (RU UaWheU, like Whe VeTXeQce Rf QXPeUalV aQd QXPbeUV, iW
iV QRQ-ɹQiWe YiUWXall\, bXW alZa\V ɹQiWe). ThiV VeW iV QeYeU
cRPSleWed, aQd Ze caQ alZa\V add QeZ elePeQWV WR iW iQ beWZeeQ
aQ\ Rf iWV elePeQWV.

IQVWead Rf YeUWical aQd hRUi]RQWal URZV Rf QXPeUalV, leW XV SXW
VWUaighW liQeV (Vee Qe[W Sage). ThiV PakeV Whe WUelliV PRUe cRQcUeWe,
PRUe deWeUPiQed aQd PRbile.



AlWhRXgh Ze caQ VWaUW fURP aQ\ liQe RU cRlXPQ WR begiQ Whe WUelliV,
iWV VWUXcWXUe iV QRW aUbiWUaU\; Ze caQ iQVeUW aQ\ hRUi]RQWal RU YeUWical
VWUaighW liQe Ze haYe SUeYiRXVl\ dUaZQ. The begiQQiQg iV aUbiWUaU\,
aQd VR iV Whe eQd (ZheQ aQal\ViV VWRSV). TheUefRUe Ze caQ VWaUW Whe
aQal\ViV Rf leYelV ZheUe Ze ZiVh aQd ZheUe Ze caQ, aQd VWill cRPe
XS ZiWh VRPeWhiQg deWeUPiQed. The cRQVWUXcWiRQ Rf Whe WUelliV
deWeUPiQeV Whe VTXaUeV RU UecWaQgleV iPSlied ZiWhiQ RQe aQRWheU,
aQd Zhich aUe hRPRlRgRXV RU ideQWical aQd VSaWiall\ diVWiQcW. ThXV
Whe WUelliV (RU laWWice) UeSUeVeQWV implicaWions Rf ideQWical leYelV iQ
diVWiQcW WiPeV aQd SlaceV. We Zill call WheVe VXcceVViYe iPSlicaWiRQV
iQ Whe WZR SRVVible diUecWiRQV ² Whe bURadeVW (PacUR) aQd Whe
QaUURZeVW (PicUR) ² leYels ZiWh aUbiWUaU\ VWaUWiQg SRiQWV.

The bURadeVW iPSlicaWiRQ Ze caQ aWWaiQ Zill alZa\V cRPe ZiWhiQ
Whe VcRSe Rf aQ eYeQ bURadeU ɹgXUe, aQd Yice YeUVa. The WUelliV
PakeV XV aZaUe Rf Whe e[iVWeQce Rf Whresholds aQd alVR Rf WheiU
PRbiliW\. IW alVR PakeV XV aZaUe Rf Whe e[iVWeQce Rf diʃeUeQceV
beWZeeQ leYelV aQd WheiU YaUiabiliW\. TheUe iV QRWhiQg abVRlXWe abRXW
Whe VSliW beWZeeQ WheP, aQd \eW WheiU UelaWiYe YaUiabiliW\ iV
iQcRQWeVWable. BeWZeeQ aQ\ WZR iPSlicaWiRQV WheUe Zill alZa\V be aQ
inWerYal Zhich iV iPSRVVible WR bUidge.

TR gUaVS Whe idea aQd hRZ iW Pa\ be XVed, Ze ZRXld dR beVW WR
cRQfURQW iW ZiWh VRPeWhiQg cRQcUeWe. SR heUe aUe VRPe e[aPSleV Rf
gUidV Zhich SUeVeQW leYelV iQ WheiU UelaWiYe ViWXaWiRQV aQd WheiU acWiYe
UeciSURciWieV.

TheVe e[aPSleV b\ QR PeaQV e[haXVW Whe fUXiWfXlQeVV Rf Whe idea
aQd Whe\ RQl\ SaUWiall\ Pake ZhaW iW PeaQV PRUe e[SliciW. IQ
SaUWicXlaU, Whe\ fail WR Pake Whe diVWiQcWiRQ beWZeeQ leYels of realiW\,



leYels of absWracWion aQd leYels of meaning cRPSleWel\ cleaU.
NeYeUWheleVV Ze caQ Vee a UXle ePeUgiQg: ¶If Whe higheVW leYel Rf
abVWUacWiRQ dReV QRW cRUUeVSRQd WR Whe deeSeVW leYel Rf UealiW\, Whe
RbjecW Rf kQRZledge Zill becRPe cRQfXVed.·

The ɹUVW Wable iV a cRQdeQVed YeUViRQ Rf PaWeUial bRUURZed fURP
YaUiRXV chaSWeUV Rf RRbeUW FUaQcqV·V bRRk PercepWion de la mXsiqXe.
The RWheU ¶gUidV· deal ZiWh RXU RZQ VXbjecW: eYeU\da\ life aQd Whe
aQal\ViV Rf iW.

The VchePaWic Rf leYelV haV Whe diVadYaQWageV Rf all
VchePaWi]aWiRQV. The PRbile QeWZRUk (WUelliV RU ¶laWWice·) Rf VTXaUeV
iV b\ QR PeaQV abVRlXWel\ RU deɹQiWel\ VXSeUiRU WR aQ\ RWheU
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ. The SURbleP Rf ZhaW iV diVWiQcW (Whe SURbleP Rf
XQiWV, ZheWheU Whe\ aUe XlWiPaWe RU VigQif\iQg, RU QRW, eWc.) Zill cURS
XS \eW agaiQ.

IQ VSiWe Rf iWV deɹcieQcieV, Whe VchePaWic Rf leYelV haV
iQcRQWURYeUWible adYaQWageV. IW dePRQVWUaWeV hRZ a leYel Zhich haV
beeQ chosen aV Whe VWaUWiQg SRiQW fRU aQal\ViQg a VeW Rf SheQRPeQa
deɹQeV a fUaPe Rf UefeUeQce. The leYel aW Zhich Ze begiQ UeVWUicWV
Whe hRUi]RQ Rf RXU aQal\ViV. IW Zill UeTXiUe RWheU cRQceSWV RQ a
cRUUeVSRQdiQg leYel, iW Zill VWiSXlaWe Whe XVe Rf SURcedXUeV
SeUPiWWiQg XV WR SaVV fURP RQe leYel WR a QeighbRXUiQg RQe, aQd iW
Zill fRUbid XV WR VkiS RYeU leYelV, eWc. ThXV Whe VchePaWic WakeV
VXbjecWiYe RU aUbiWUaU\ elePeQWV Rf Whe aQal\ViV iQWR accRXQW, Zhile
QRW iQViVWiQg WhaW Whe VWaUWiQg SRiQW PXVW deWeUPiQe Whe RbjecW
(Zhich ZRXld lead WR a h\SeUVXbjecWiYiVP, RU WR a SXUe SURbabiliVP,
Zhich ZRXld diVVRlYe Whe RbjecW SeU Ve).

Levels of musical perception



NRWe WhaW:

a)¬ ¬ IQWeQViW\, WiPbUe aQd SiWch iQ VRXQd ² PelRd\, Uh\WhP aQd
haUPRQ\ iQ PXVical cRPSRViWiRQ ² aUe QRW e[acWl\ leYels, bXW
elePeQWV, fRUPaQWV RU ¶diPeQViRQV·;

b)¬¬Whe VeQVRU\ leYel iV a (QeceVVaU\, QRQ-VXɽcieQW) condiWion;
c)¬¬Whe SeUceSWiYe leYel iV Whe foXndaWion (Rf Whe VeW, Zhich Whe RWheU

leYelV UeWXUQ WR);
d)¬ ¬ TheUe caQ be gaSV, accRUdiQg WR Whe SeRSle aQd Whe caVeV

iQYRlYed, aQd iW iV SUeciVel\ WheVe gaSV Zhich dePRQVWUaWe Whe
leYelV;

e)¬ ¬ WheiU hieUaUch\ caQ chaQge, aV caQ Whe hieUaUch\ Rf Whe
diPeQViRQV, ZheQ RQe RU RWheU Rf WheP iV ePShaVi]ed.

f)¬¬WheUe aUe VWill RWheU leYelV Zhich caQ be deWeUPiQed, fRU e[aPSle
leYelV Rf fXllQeVV Rf SeUceSWiRQ.

Level of analysis (in structural linguistics)



(LiaiVRQ beWZeeQ Whe WZR leYelV: Whe SUiQciSle Rf Whe doXble
arWicXlaWion of langXage)6

B) LeYel 0: Whe e[WUaliQgXiVWic ZRUld, RbjecWV
¬¬¬¬LeYel 1: VSeech aV a V\VWeP Rf VigQV aQd VeWV Rf ZRUdV; laQgXage aV

a V\VWeP Rf VigQV ZiWh UXleV fRU WheiU XVe
¬¬¬¬LeYel 2: a PeWalaQgXage, lRgical V\VWeP Rf PeWaVigQV, UefeUUiQg

back WR Whe VigQV iQ leYel 1

(ThiV iV baVed RQ Whe ZRUk Rf YaUiRXV lRgiciaQV aQd VePaQWiciVWV.)

Fragment of a grid of levels in everyday life

Another fragment of a grid of levels in everyday life



5 Continuity and discontinuity

The liQkV beWZeeQ WheVe WZR caWegRUieV aʃecW eYeU\ aUea Rf
kQRZledge. IQ WhiV UeVSecW, cRQVideUed SeU Ve, iQ Whe Za\ Whe\
iQWeUacW aQd iQ WheiU liQkV ZiWh RbjecWV aQd cRQWeQWV, aQd ɹQall\ iQ
WeUPV Rf Whe RSeUaWiRQal WechQiTXeV Whe\ bUiQg iQWR beiQg, Whe\
VhRXld be gUaQWed SURPiQeQce iQ aQ\ WUeaWiVe RQ dialecWical lRgic
(Zhich iV a PediaWiRQ RU iQWeUPediaU\ leYel beWZeeQ fRUPal lRgic
aQd Whe WheRU\ Rf cRQcUeWe dialecWical WhRXghW).

HeUe, hRZeYeU, Ze Zill PeUel\ RʃeU a feZ PeWhRdRlRgical
RbVeUYaWiRQV. AQal\Wic UeaVRQiQg, RU XQdeUVWaQdiQg, Zhich iV aQ
eVVeQWial SURceVV Rf kQRZledge, e[aPiQeV cRQWiQXiW\ b\ XViQg
diVcRQWiQXiW\ (aQd Yice YeUVa). A VWUaighW liQe iV Whe UeVXlW Rf a cXW
Pade b\ WhRXghW iQ WZR- RU WhUee-diPeQViRQal VSace. TR VWXd\ iW, I
Pake a fXUWheU cXW; I VelecW aQ aUbiWUaU\ SRiQW Rf deSaUWXUe (SRiQW
]eUR) RQ Whe liQe; I VegPeQW iW; WheQ I bUiQg iQ aQ XQliPiWed QXPbeU
Rf RWheU cXWV, Zhich I caQ cRXQW (eQXPeUaWe). I fUagPeQW iW iQ
eQXPeUable VeWV Rf SieceV, each ZiWh WZR eQdV. HRZeYeU, I kQRZ
WhaW WhiV liQe VWill eVcaSeV Pe; eYeU\ VegPeQW haV Whe SRZeU Rf
cRQWiQXiW\, aQd eQXPeUaWiRQ caQQRW e[haXVW iW.



OQ Whe RWheU haQd, if Whe VWXd\ Rf a SheQRPeQRQ ² aQal\Ved iQ
YaUiableV ² giYeV Pe a VeUieV Rf diVcRQWiQXRXV YalXeV, aQd
cRQVeTXeQWl\ diVWiQcW SRiQWV RQ a gUaShic UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ, I jRiQ WheVe
SRiQWV WRgeWheU b\ a cXUYe; I lRRk fRU Whe fXQcWiRQ beVW able WR Pake
WhiV jRiQ. If QeceVVaU\ I e[WUaSRlaWe. CRQWiQXiW\ Zill jRiQ Whe
diVcRQWiQXiWieV WRgeWheU.

IQ WhiV Za\, iQ VR faU aV Ze caQ deWeUPiQe iW, Whe XQiW\ Rf ZhaW iV
cRQWiQXRXV aQd ZhaW iV diVcRQWiQXRXV iV lRcaWed ɹUVW aQd fRUePRVW iQ
SXUe abVWUacW lRgic (ZheUe ZhaW iV cRQWiQXRXV iV deɹQed b\ ZhaW iV
diVcRQWiQXRXV, aQd Yice YeUVa, Whe RQe UefeUUiQg WR Whe RWheU), aQd VR
RQ, cRQcUeWel\, dialecWicall\, WR iQɹQiW\. WeUe iW SRVVible WR gUaVS
WhiV XQiW\ cRQcUeWel\ aQd WR deWeUPiQe iW fXll\, kQRZledge ZRXld
cRPe WR aQ eQd, aQd Whe RbjecW, Whe XQiYeUVe iWVelf, ZRXld be
e[haXVWed. We caQ RQl\ deWeUPiQe WhiV dialecWical XQiW\ b\
cRQVideUiQg iW WR be iQe[haXVWible. FRU kQRZledge VXch aV RXUV,
Zhich SURceedV b\ XViQg caWegRUieV aQd b\ aSSl\iQg cRQceSWV Zhich
haYe SUeYiRXVl\ beeQ deYelRSed ZiWh ¶Whe Ueal· aV WheiU VWaUWiQg
SRiQW, ¶UealiW\· iV QRW iQacceVVible RU WUaQVceQdeQWal; aQd \eW iW caQ
RQl\ be cRQVideUed aV a limiW Wo Whe (aV\PSWRWic) inɹniWeness Rf ɹQiWe
kQRZledge. The iQɹQiWe, Zhich iV Whe XlWiPaWe RbjecW Rf ɹQiWe
kQRZledge, PaQifeVWV iWVelf VXcceVViYel\ aV aQ aVSecW Rf cRQWiQXiW\ (a
PaWhePaWical e[aPSle: Whe SRZeU Rf cRQWeQW iQ VeW WheRU\) aQd Rf
diVcRQWiQXiW\ (a PaWhePaWical e[aPSle: a VSace ZiWh aQ iQɹQiWe
QXPbeU Rf diPeQViRQV). OQ WhiV SRiQW, iW iV VXUel\ bad dialecWicV WR
Pake Whe PiVWake Rf WhiQkiQg WhaW Whe idea Rf WhiV XQiW\ cRQVWiWXWeV
eʃecWiYe kQRZledge, ZheUeaV iQ facW iW PeUel\ iQdicaWeV Whe
YaQiVhiQg SRiQW Rf RXU kQRZledge, Zhich iV RQl\ deWeUPiQed b\ Whe
diUecWiRQ iQ Zhich iW iV gRiQg. IQ RXU YieZ WhiV idea RUieQWaWeV
kQRZledge, i.e., Whe XVe Rf cRQceSWV. IW iV leVV UigRURXV WhaQ aQ a[iRP
bXW PRUe dePaQdiQg WhaQ a ViPSle UegXlaWRU\ idea RU aheXUiVWic
SUiQciSle, aV iW iV XVXall\ XQdeUVWRRd. IWV cRQWeQW iV PRUe WhaQ aQ
abVWUacWiRQ, aQd iV leVV WhaQ cRQcUeWe. IW RQl\ becRPeV (aSSaUeQW)
kQRZledge ZheQ, aV if b\ Pagic, aQ RQWRlRg\ chaQgeV iW fURP beiQg
aQ idea RU a diVWaQW aQd iQacceVVible hRUi]RQ iQWR a WhiQg, a ¶beiQg·
Zhich haV beeQ SRVVeVVed.



The UeVXlW iV a relaWiYi]aWion Rf Whe kQRZledge RbWaiQed b\ Whe XVe
Rf cRQceSWV. IQheUeQW WR dialecWical WhRXghW, WhiV UelaWiYiVP haV
alZa\V beeQ fRXghW b\ dRgPaWicV, aQd abRYe all b\ WhRVe ZhR
SXUSRUW WR be dialecWiciaQV. The ¶gUaiQ Rf WUXWh· (LeQiQ) cRQWaiQed iQ
a VWaWePeQW RU iQ a VeUieV Rf SURSRViWiRQV iV QeYeU aQ\WhiQg PRUe
WhaQ a gUaiQ, aQd iWV WUXWh RQl\ becRPeV aSSaUeQW laWeU RQ, ZheQ Whe
gUaiQ haV geUPiQaWed aQd SURVSeUed, WhaQkV WR iWV RZQ feUWiliW\.
HRZeYeU, WheUe iV iQdeed ¶a gUaiQ Rf WUXWh·, aQd Ze aUe QRW adRSWiQg
aQ abVRlXWe UelaWiYiVP. KQRZledge haV SRiQWV Rf iPSacW aQd
cRQQecWiRQV. TR XVe a PeWaShRU, iW haV aQchRUageV.

We aQal\Ve Whe cRQWiQXRXV XViQg Whe diVcRQWiQXRXV aV RXU VWaUWiQg
SRiQW, aQd Yice YeUVa. HRZeYeU, diVcRQWiQXiW\ eQjR\V a kiQd Rf
SUiYilege, Zhich iV PaligQaQW bXW aW Whe VaPe WiPe beQigQ (WR XVe
PRUe PeWaShRUV). We VeW RXW fURP iW, i.e., fURP Whe ɹQiWe. The VPall
ZhRle QXPbeU iV VWill Whe VSUiQgbRaUd Rf VcieQce. DiVcRQWiQXiW\
cRQVWiWXWeV Whe begiQQiQg aQd Whe VWabiliW\ Rf WhRXghW, Whe SRiQW
fURP Zhich iWV faU-ɻXQg e[SediWiRQV VeW RXW, aQd WR Zhich Whe\
UeWXUQ ZiWh WheiU SlXQdeU. IQ SUa[iV, WheUe aUe diVWiQcW aQd VWable
objecWs, aQd aQal\Wic UeaVRQ SXUSRUWV WR kQRZ WhaW WheVe RbjecWV
e[iVW, aQd ZhaW Whe\ aUe, bXW WheQ Ueali]eV WhaW Whe\ aUe QRW
SaUWicXlaUl\ VWable RU diVWiQcW, aQd WhaW iW dReV QRW kQRZ ZhaW Whe\
aUe, Zhich leadV iW WR aVk TXeVWiRQV abRXW WheiU VWabiliW\. TheVe
RbjecWV cRQVWiWXWe Whe SRiQW aW Zhich kQRZledge aSSlieV iWVelf,
becaXVe WhiV iV ZhaW Whe\ aUe iQ eYeU\da\ SUacWice. BaVicall\, WR
prodXce iV WR cUeaWe Zell-deɹQed iPSlePeQWV aQd RbjecWV Zhich aUe
VWUeQgWheQed iQ Whe SURceVV Rf becRPiQg. KQRZledge alZa\V aVSiUeV
WR UedXce iWV RbjecW WR a ɹniWe QXPbeU Rf aQVZeUV WR a ɹQiWe QXPbeU
Rf TXeVWiRQV, each TXeVWiRQ eliciWiQg a \es RU no (aQd WhXV lRgical)
aQVZeU. ThXV WheUe iV QRWhiQg iPPediaWel\ RQWRlRgical abRXW Whe
SUiYilege Rf diVcRQWiQXiW\ (eYeQ WhRXgh iW iV cRQQecWed WR hXPaQ
ɹQiWeQeVV aQd WR ZhaW iV ɹniWe iQ diVcRQWiQXiW\). IW deUiYeV fURP
eYeU\da\ SUacWice aQd fURP Whe SURceVV Zhich leadV fURP igQRUaQce
WR kQRZledge, fURP ZhaW iV QeaU WR ZhaW iV faU aZa\, fURP Whe
XQPediaWed WR Whe PediaWed, fURP Whe VPall ZhRle QXPbeU WR
liPiWleVV VeWV, fURP VRlidiW\ WR UaQdRPQeVV. DialecWical WhRXghW haV
QRW Whe UighW WR cRPSURPiVe ZiWh YagXe SURSRViWiRQV (WheUe iV



cRQWiQXiW\ aQd diVcRQWiQXiW\, aQd Whe WZR iQWeUacW) b\ WUaQVfRUPiQg
WheP iQWR abVRlXWe WUXWhV. IW PXVW eVWabliVh a ɹUPeU gUiS RQ ideaV
aQd SURceVVeV. NRU haV iW Whe UighW WR ideQWif\ Whe RbjecW Rf
kQRZledge ² PaUked b\ a ceUWaiQ UelaWiYiW\ aQd a hiVWRUiciW\ Rf
kQRZiQg ² ZiWh aQ abVRlXWe RbjecWiYiW\ WR Zhich iW hRldV Whe ke\ aQd
ZiWh Zhich iW VhaUeV Whe SUiYilege.

DialecWical UeciSURciW\ dePaQdV WhaW WhRXghW VhRXld aQal\Ve Whe
cRQWiQXRXV b\ VWaUWiQg fURP Whe diVcRQWiQXRXV, aQd Yice YeUVa.
CRQceSWV aQd caWegRUieV dR QRW cRiQcide ZiWh UealiW\. The\
illXPiQaWe iW, aQd iQ dRiQg VR WR a ceUWaiQ degUee Whe\ ¶UeɻecW· iW. AV
a UeVXlW Whe aSSlicaWiRQ Rf caWegRUieV VXch aV conWinXiW\ aQd
disconWinXiW\ WR a cRQWeQW (a VeW Rf SheQRPeQa RU ePSiUicall\
YeUiɹable facWV) iQYRlYeV aQ elePeQW Rf cRQWiQgeQc\, VXbjecWiYiW\ aQd
UelaWiYiVP. IQ a VeQVe, aQd XS WR a ceUWaiQ SRiQW, WR illXPiQaWe
VRPeWhiQg iV WR giYe iW a ceUWaiQ perspecWiYe. HRZeYeU, RQe SaUWicXlaU
SeUVSecWiYe iPSlieV aQRWheU, aQd Whe cRQfURQWaWiRQ Rf Whe WZR
cUeaWeV QeZ SURblePV; iW bUiQgV fRUWh Whe ¶gUaiQ Rf WUXWh· each RQe Rf
WheP cRQWaiQV, aQd PakeV iW gURZ. The RbjecWiYiW\ Rf Whe RbjecW
cRQVWUXcWed accRUdiQg WR each caWegRU\ iV UeYealed; iW WakeV RQ QeZ
VhaSeV. ObjecWiYiW\ iV heighWeQed.

GeRUgeV GXUYiWch belieYeV WhaW VRciRlRg\ eVWabliVheV a SeUVSecWiYe
Zhich VeeV hXPaQ facWV accRUdiQg WR Whe caWegRU\ Rf disconWinXiW\. IW
ePShaVi]eV diVWiQcWiRQV aQd UeYealV iUUedXcible diYeUViWieV; iW
diVcRYeUV W\SeV, geQUeV aQd dichRWRPieV. IW WUaceV Whe RXWliQeV Rf
gURXSV (VXch aV claVVeV aQd QaWiRQV) aQd deVcUibeV cRQɻicWV beWZeeQ
VWUXcWXUeV. The hiVWRUiaQ, RQ Whe RWheU haQd, fRcXVeV RQ Whe VaPe
iQe[haXVWibl\ diYeUVe facWV, bXW fURP Whe SeUVSecWiYe Rf conWinXiW\.
He ePShaVi]eV WUaQViWiRQV aQd WUaQVfeUV; he WhiQkV accRUdiQg WR a
SaWWeUQ Rf cRQWiQXRXV becRPiQg, a ViQgle WiPe, Whe WiPe Rf hiVWRU\.

ThiV iQgeQiRXV aQd SURfRXQd WheViV VWUikeV XV aV beiQg acceSWable,
XS WR Whe SRiQW Ze iQdicaWed SUeYiRXVl\. IQ RXU RSiQiRQ, Whe
VRciRlRgiVW·V SeUVSecWiYe iQWeUacWV ZiWh Whe hiVWRUiaQ·V, aQd Yice
YeUVa. TheiU PXWXal aQWagRQiVP iV iQWellecWXall\ fUXiWfXl, aQd Whe RQe
PXVW cRQVWaQWl\ Wake Whe RWheU iQWR accRXQW. The cRQfURQWaWiRQ Rf
WheiU SeUVSecWiYeV eQableV XV WR cRQWePSlaWe a XQiW\ beWZeeQ WheP.
ThiV iV a SaWh Zhich leadV XV WRZaUdV QeZ WUXWhV. CRXld iW be



SRVVible WR alWeUQaWe fURP Whe RQe WR Whe RWheU Zhile leaYiQg WheP
PXWXall\ VeSaUaWe? EYeQ if Whe diʃeUeQce beWZeeQ WheP SURYeV
iQVXUPRXQWable, aQd if Whe XQiW\ caQQRW be achieYed aQd e[haXVWed,
iW iV QeYeUWheleVV a SURceVV Zhich PXVW be aWWePSWed. WiWhRXW iW Whe
VRciRlRgiVW·V diVcRYeUieV (Rf W\SeV aQd VWUXcWXUeV) aQd WhRVe Rf Whe
hiVWRUiaQ (eSRchV, SeUiRdV, SURceVVeV aQd eYeQWV) ZRXld becRPe
ɹ[ed XQilaWeUall\ aQd ZRXld hiQdeU Whe deYelRSPeQW Rf kQRZledge,
i.e., Rf cRQceSWV aQd Whe dialecWical PRYePeQW Rf WheiU eʃRUW WR
heighWeQ RbjecWiYiW\.

SR Whe VRciRlRgiVW UeɻecWV RQ Whe liPiWV Rf hiVWRU\ aV a VcieQce, aQd
WUieV WR diVcRYeU hRZ iW UelaWeV WR hiV ¶RbjecW·. We alUead\ kQRZ WhaW
VRciRlRg\ haV fRUPall\ UecRUded Whe XQeYeQQeVV Rf deYelRSPeQWV iQ
hiVWRU\. We alVR kQRZ WhaW iW haV RbVeUYed hiVWRUical ¶dUifW·: Whe gaS
beWZeeQ eʃecWiYe acWiRQV aQd iQWeQWiRQV, aQd Whe UeVXlWV Rf eYeQWV
SURYRked b\ WacWicV aQd VWUaWegieV. IQ WhiV Za\ VRciRlRg\ becRPeV a
UaWiRQal SaUW Rf hiVWRU\, bXW iQ RXU YieZ ZiWhRXW haYiQg WR UeliQTXiVh
Whe hiVWRUiciW\ Rf Whe hXPaQ beiQg. The UelaWiRQV iW bUiQgV RXW diʃeU
fURP WhRVe diVcRYeUed b\ Whe hiVWRUiaQ, bXW WhiV dReV QRW eliPiQaWe
Whe SURceVV Rf hiVWRUical becRPiQg.

CUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life ePShaVi]eV ceUWaiQ aVSecWV Rf hXPaQ
e[SeUieQce, i.e., Rf pra[is. IW VeSaUaWeV WheP RXW aQd claVViɹeV WheP
accRUdiQg WR W\Se. The ViWXaWiRQ Rf Whe eYeU\da\ iQ SUa[iV aQd Whe
leYel iW RccXSieV ZiWhiQ iW deSeQd RQ VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle. IQ Whe
PRQRSRliVWic VWaWe caSiWaliVP Zhich Ze kQRZ fURP e[SeUieQce, Whe
gaS beWZeeQ eYeU\da\ life aQd Whe RWheU aVSecWV Rf SUa[iV UeacheV a
Pa[iPXP; eYeU\da\ life iV VXbRUdiQaWed WR aQ e[WUePel\ baVic
hieUaUch\ Rf fXQcWiRQV (VXch aV QRUPV, YalXeV, URleV, PRdelV aQd
aSSaUaWXV) aW Whe WRS Rf Zhich cRPe WechQRlRg\, bXUeaXcUac\ aQd
SeUVRQal SRZeU. Sadl\, iW iV almosW Whe VaPe iQ VWaWe VRcialiVP, Zhich
Ze RQl\ kQRZ fURP a diVWaQce; Whe diʃeUeQce ² QRWiceable bXW QRW
abVRlXWe ² lieV iQ Whe iPSRUWaQce Rf SRliWicV aQd Whe XQdeUVWaQdiQg
Rf SRliWicV iQ Whe VRcial VWUXcWXUeV Rf VWaWe VRcialiVP. The idea Rf a
possible WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ Rf Whe eYeU\da\ aQd cRQVeTXeQWl\ Rf a
Uadical cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life iV Whe eTXiYaleQW Rf RSWiQg fRU a
deceQWUali]ed VRcialiVP Zhich ZRXld VXbRUdiQaWe SURdXcWiRQ WR
VRcial QeedV Zhich haYe beeQ UecRgQi]ed aQd deWecWed



SUefeUeQWiall\, WhXV SlaciQg kQRZledge aQd Whe UecRgQiWiRQ Rf RWheU
SeRSle, deViUeV, cUeaWiYe fUeedRP aQd Whe SReWicV iQheUeQW iQ VRcial
SUacWice aW Whe WRS Rf Whe hieUaUch\ (Rf QRUPV, YalXeV aQd PRdelV,
eWc.). FiQall\, Ze kQRZ WhaW iQ aUchaic VRcieWieV, Whe eYeU\da\ ZaV
PXch leVV VeSaUaWe fURP cXlWXUe, UeligiRQ aQd ideRlRgieV WhaQ iW iV
WRda\.

NeYeUWheleVV, alWhRXgh Ze Pa\ ePShaVi]e diʃeUeQceV, WhiV iV QRW
WR RYeUlRRk hRPRlRgieV, aQalRgieV aQd abRYe all WUaQViWiRQal
processes, iQ RWheU ZRUdV hiVWRU\ aQd hXPaQ hiVWRUiciW\. IQ VR faU aV
iW iV VRciRlRgical UeVeaUch, cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life Zill QRW be
VaWiVɹed PeUel\ WR ePShaVi]e aQd dUaZ ceUWaiQ RXWliQeV fRU bUiQgiQg
ZhaW iV ePSiUicall\ Ueal iQWR geQeUal VRcial aQd UaWiRQal cRQWe[WV; iW
iV cRQceUQed WR diVcRYeU ZheUe aQd XSRQ ZhaW iW caQ bUiQg iWV
iQɻXeQce WR beaU iQ RUdeU WR WUaQVfRUP eYeU\da\ life. IW VeeV iWVelf aV
SUacWice ZiWhiQ SUa[iV. IW haV a ceUWaiQ Zill, ZiWhRXW Zhich iW ZRXld
degeQeUaWe iQWR SReWic laPeQWaWiRQ (like Rilke·V, fRU e[aPSle). IW
RSWV; iW deWeUPiQeV Whe VWake aQd Whe UiVk; iW gaPbleV aQd ZageUV RQ
hiVWRU\. IQ a VeQVe Whe hiVWRUiciW\ Rf PaQ caQ be deɹQed b\ PRPeQWV
Rf gUeaW WXUPRil: UeYRlXWiRQV. WheQ WheVe WXUPRilV RccXU, Whe
VRciRlRgical aQd Whe hiVWRUical, Whe eYeU\da\ aQd Whe glRbal, cRPe
WRgeWheU aQd fXVe. ReYRlXWiRQV aUe WRWal SheQRPeQa, eVVeQWial
eYeQWV, RU aW leaVW Whe\ aUe VR iQ Whe PRdeUQ ZRUld, Whe ZRUld ZheUe
hiVWRUiciW\ aVVeUWV aQd cRQɹUPV iWVelf. AfWeU WXUPRil cRPeV calP,
dUifW, WheQ diYiViRQV aQd gaSV. We Zill cRPe back WR WheVe SURceVVeV,
aQd ZheQ Ze dR VR Ze Zill giYe Whe caWegRU\ Rf conWinXiW\ SUide Rf
Slace. IW dReV QRW cUeaWe WheP. IW eQableV XV WR gUaVS WheP PRUe
eʃecWiYel\, Zhile Whe (iPSlied, UeciSURcal) UiYal caWegRU\ eQableV XV
WR gUaVS Whe UeVXlWV Rf Whe SURceVV Rf becRPiQg aQd Rf hXPaQ
acWiRQV.

LeW XV QRZ cRQVideU aQRWheU aVSecW Rf WhiV TXeVWiRQ, QaPel\ Whe
UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ Whe cRQWiQXRXV aQd Whe diVcRQWiQXRXV. LeW A aQd B
be WZR liYiQg RU, beWWeU VWill, WhiQkiQg aQd acWiQg ¶beiQgV·
(iQdiYidXalV RU gURXSV). A VSace VeSaUaWeV WheP. If WhiV VSace iV
iPSeQeWUable ² fRUeVWV, XQchaUWed PRXQWaiQV, VeaV ² Whe\ PXVW each
gR WheiU RZQ Za\, UegaUdleVV Rf ZheWheU Whe\ ZaQW WR PeeW RU WR
aYRid each RWheU. If Whe VSace iV cRPSleWel\ SeQeWUable aQd RʃeUV a



cRQWiQXRXV fUee ɹeld, A aQd B SeUceiYe RQe aQRWheU, aQd Zalk
fRUZaUd eiWheU WR ɹghW RU WR lRYe, RU ViPSl\ WR geW WR kQRZ each
RWheU.

The PRVW iQWeUeVWiQg caVeV aUe WhRVe ZheUe Whe iQWeUPediaWe VSace
iV QeiWheU cRPSleWel\ SeQeWUable QRU cRPSleWel\ iPSeQeWUable. TheUe
Zill be RbVWacleV, aQd VR WheUe Zill be VeYeUal SaWhV A caQ fRllRZ WR
Ueach B aQd Yice YeUVa. TheVe SaWhV aUe diVWiQcW, \eW Whe\ iQWeUVecW,
RU PeUge. ThiV iV ZheQ diVcRQWiQXiW\ iQWeUYeQeV. A PXVW chRRVe a
ceUWaiQ SaWh. He VeWV RXW WRZaUdV B (RU WRZaUdV ZheUe he WhiQkV B
iV), aQd aW each cURVVURadV he PXVW Pake a QeZ chRice. EYeU\ RSWiRQ
Rbe\V WacWical cRQVideUaWiRQV. A VXSSRVeV WhaW B iV iQ a ceUWaiQ
diUecWiRQ aQd WhaW Whe SaWh he chRRVeV Zill lead hiP clRVeU. If Whe
VeUieV Rf chRiceV iV aUWicXlaWed accRUdiQg WR cRheUeQW cRQVideUaWiRQV,
Ze Va\ WhaW A haV a VWUaWeg\, aQd VR haV B.

AQd VR Whe WheRUeWiciaQ caQ Slace A·V aQd B·V VWUaWegical chRiceV iQ
a PaWUi[. CalcXlaWiRQ cRPeV iQWR Sla\. IW UeYealV Whe PXWXal chances
Rf Whe SaiU (Whe\ Pa\ be lRYeUV RU biWWeU eQePieV ² ZhaW iV iPSRUWaQW
iV WhaW Ze kQRZ ZheWheU Whe\ ZaQW WR PeeW RU WR UXQ aZa\ fURP
each RWheU, RU ZheWheU RQe ZaQWV WR PeeW Whe RWheU, aQd Zhich Rf
Whe WZR WhiV iV).7

LeW XV VXSSRVe A aQd B WR be eQePieV. If Whe VSace iV RSaTXe aQd
iQSeQeWUable, QeiWheU haV a YaQWage SRiQW, aQd Whe\ Zill haYe WR
WUXVW WR chaQce. The alea iV cRPSleWe. If Whe\ caQ Vee each RWheU fURP
a diVWaQce, Whe\ caQ challeQge each RWheU YiVXall\ aQd UXQ WRZaUdV
each RWheU iQ a lXPiQRXV, WUaQVSaUeQW VSace. The agon iV cRPSleWe.
TheUefRUe Whe agon aQd Whe alea UeSUeVeQW WZR e[WUePe caVeV aQd
WZR chaUacWeUiVWic SRlaUiWieV iQ Whe SXUe VWaWe. BeWZeeQ Whe WZR WheUe
VWUeWcheV a YaVW Pi[ed UegiRQ ZheUe Whe agon aQd Whe alea,
RSaTXeQeVV aQd WUaQVSaUeQc\, feaU aQd daUiQg, UiVk aQd chaQce
cRPbiQe iQ a YaUieW\ Rf Za\V. IQ WhiV YaVW UegiRQ, nXmbers (VPall
ZhRle QXPbeUV, iQ Whe ViPSle caVeV aW leaVW, Whe ɹUVW QXPbeUV WR be
Wackled b\ aQal\ViV) aUe iQ chaUge. The SRVVibiliW\ Rf eQXPeUaWiQg
acWiRQV aQd eYeQWV deSeQdV XSRQ a ceUWaiQ QXPbeU Rf chRiceV,
RSWiRQV aQd deciViRQV, aQd hRZ Whe\ aUe liQked WRgeWheU. ThiV
eQXPeUaWiRQ PXVW QRW lead RXU aQal\ViV WR RYeUlRRk Whe deeSeU
dialecWical PRYePeQW: Whe UelaWiRQ beWZeeQ Whe agon aQd Whe alea ²



Rf Whe conWinXoXs (RbjecWiYel\, VSace; VXbjecWiYel\, Whe Zill WR VWUike
Whe eQeP\) aQd Whe disconWinXoXs (Whe cRheUeQW VeUieV Rf deciViRQV).

TR SXW iW aQRWheU Za\, diVWiQcWiRQV (diVWiQcW XQiWV) PXVW haYe a
fRXQdaWiRQ. The\ caQQRW be WakeQ aV abVRlXWe, fRU WhiV ZRXld be WR
RYeUlRRk Whe facW WhaW Whe\ aUe SURYidiQg a PRPeQWaU\ fRUP RU
VWUXcWXUe WR VRPeWhiQg. AfWeU haYiQg Pade a diVWiQcWiRQ, aQal\Wic
WhiQkiQg PakeV cRQQecWiRQV. AfWeU haYiQg Pade cRQQecWiRQV, iW
PakeV fXUWheU diVWiQcWiRQV. TheQ, dialecWical UeaVRQ UecRQVWUXcWV Whe
SURceVV Rf becRPiQg aQd Wends WRZaUdV WRWaliW\ b\ heighWeQiQg Whe
RbjecW aQd RbjecWiYiW\.

The WheRU\ Ze aUe cRQVideUiQg ² Whe WheRU\ Rf WacWicV aQd
VWUaWegieV ² iV QRW liPiWed WR gaPeV, WR ZaUfaUe RU WR bXViQeVV
UelaWiRQV. IW iV aSSlicable WR all WePSRUal cRQVecXWiRQV Rf diVWiQcW
(diVcUeWe) XQiWV: VeTXeQceV Rf UegXlaWed geVWXUeV, Rf ZRUdV aQd
XWWeUaQceV, Rf iPageV, Rf V\PbRlV; dialRgXeV ZiWh TXeVWiRQV aQd
aQVZeUV, eWc. AV VRRQ aV a dialRgXe ceaVeV WR XVe Whe cRQYeUVaWiRQal
UegiVWeU aQd UiVeV abRYe WUiYialiW\, iW haV VWaUWed WR ePSlR\ a WacWic
aQd a VWUaWeg\. The VaPe iV WUXe fRU UegXlaWed e[chaQgeV, be Whe\
QRWhiQg PRUe WhaQ ZRUdV RU gifWV e[chaQged beWZeeQ gURXSV.

Be Whe\ e[WUePe caVeV RU Pi[ed ViWXaWiRQV (ZiWh WheiU cRQWe[W:
lRYe RU iQWiPac\, UiYalU\ RU alliaQce, Whe WUaQVSaUeQc\ RU RSaTXeQeVV
Rf Whe diVWaQce iQ beWZeeQ), Whe agon aQd Whe alea aSSeaU iQ
ZhaWeYeU becRPeV fRUPali]ed RU UiWXali]ed, RU ZhaWeYeU XQfRldV iQ a
diVWiQcW aQd VXcceVViYe PaQQeU, iQclXdiQg liWXUg\, ceUePRQieV, VWage
acWiQg, aQd Whe VeW ShUaVeV Rf SReWU\ RU lRYe.

DXUiQg WheVe SURceVVeV (aʃecWiYe, VXbjecWiYe aQd VSRQWaQeRXV)
conWenW dReV QRW diVaSSeaU; iW VXUYiYeV iQ conWinXoXsness. HRZeYeU, iW
iV Whe diVcRQWiQXRXV Zhich gRYeUQV Whe fRUP RU UaWheU Whe
fRUPali]aWiRQ Zhich RSeUaWeV iQ Whe ViWXaWiRQ iQ YiYR, iQ Whe UelaWiRQ
beWZeeQ Whe SURWagRQiVWV: aSSURach, challeQge, PeeWiQg,
cRQfURQWaWiRQ.

ThXV, iQ UeVSRQVe WR Whe cRQcUeWe dePaQd Rf a giYeQ ViWXaWiRQ,
VRcial PRdaliWieV Rf repeWiWion aSSeaU. TheVe caQQRW be UedXced WR
PeUe UeSeWiWiRQ Rf ViPSle PechaQical geVWXUeV, SXUe VWeUeRW\SeV, bXW
UaWheU aUe Whe UeSeWiWiRQ Rf Whe SURceVV aQd iWV deYelRSPeQW bRWh
VXbjecWiYel\ aQd RbjecWiYel\. AQal\ViV SURjecWV WheVe SeUiRdiciWieV



like a VSecWUXP, iPPediaWel\ diVWiQgXiVhiQg beWZeeQ WheP RU
beWZeeQ WheiU ¶fRUPaQWV· aV Whe\ UiVe abRYe WUiYialiW\ like Whe WideV RU
ZaYeV Rf Whe Vea.

TR eVWabliVh RU Ue-eVWabliVh Whe UighWV Rf Whe cRQWiQXRXV aV agaiQVW
WhRVe Rf Whe diVcRQWiQXRXV (aQd Yice YeUVa) ZRXld be WR agUee WhaW
RQe had a SUiYilege RYeU Whe RWheU. IW iV ceUWaiQ WhaW QiQeWeeQWh-
ceQWXU\ WhRXghW, iQVSiUed aV iW ZaV b\ eYRlXWiRQiVP aQd Whe
ShilRVRSh\ Rf hiVWRU\, SUiYileged conWinXiW\ (alWhRXgh WhiV VWaWePeQW
iV QRW Yalid fRU MaU[ aQd MaU[iVP). Ne[W Whe caWegRU\ Rf
diVcRQWiQXiW\ ZaV bURXghW WR Whe fRUe. ThiV SeUiRd SURdXced a
QXPbeU Rf XVefXl diVcRYeUieV. LaQgXage iV cRQVWUXcWed ZiWh
diʃeUeQceV, iQcRPSaWibiliWieV, diVjXQcWiRQV aQd e[clXViRQV (VhRUW-
WeUP RU lRQg-WeUP, RQ bRWh Whe ShRQePic aQd Whe PRUShePic leYel).
SWrXcWXralism WakeV WheVe RbVeUYaWiRQV RQ, bXW deYelRSV WheP WR a
diVSURSRUWiRQaWe degUee. HeUe, aV befRUe, Ze acceSW Whe cRQceSW Rf
VWUXcWXUe, bXW iQ a liPiWed Za\. WhaW Ze aUe VeekiQg iV WR fRllRZ Whe
PRYePeQW beWZeeQ cRQWiQXiW\ aQd diVcRQWiQXiW\ iQ deSWh, WakiQg all
Whe iQWeUacWiRQV aQd all Whe cRQɻicWV iQWR cRQVideUaWiRQ.

SeeQ fURP WhiV aQgle, Ze caQ Va\ WhaW WheUe aUe SURceVVeV Rf
becRPiQg aQd deYelRSPeQW Zhich aUe UelaWiYel\ cRQWiQXRXV. We Zill
Qeed WR highlighW RQe SaUWicXlaUl\ iPSRUWaQW W\Se Rf SURceVV, Whe
cXmXlaWiYe process. We Zill alVR VhRZ hRZ SURceVVeV, aQd eVSeciall\
cXPXlaWiYe SURceVVeV, fall SUe\ WR diVcRQWiQXiWieV, RbVWacleV,
bRWWleQeckV, halWV, bUeakV, gaSV aQd iPbalaQceV. HRZeYeU, a SURceVV
SeU Ve QeYeU bUiQgV abRXW deciViRQV RU eYeQWV. DeciViRQV belRQg WR
fRUceV (fRU e[aPSle, social forces) Zhich cRPe iQWR beiQg b\ PeaQV
Rf a SURceVV, RU aV iW iV VRPeWiPeV SXW, RQ iWV ¶baVe· (fRU e[aPSle, RQ
Whe base Rf Whe economic process), bXW Zhich caQQRW be UedXced WR
WhaW SURceVV. AV UegaUdV eYeQWV, iW iV PeQ ZhR SURdXce WheP, PeQ
ZhR fRUPXlaWe Whe WacWicV aQd VWUaWegieV Rf VRcial fRUceV (RU iQ Whe
caVe Rf iQWeUiQdiYidXal UelaWiRQV, Rf SV\chRlRgical fRUceV) aQd SXW
WheP iQWR acWiRQ.

We caQ diVceUQ WhUee leYelV Rf aQal\ViV aQd UealiW\: SURceVVeV,
fRUceV aQd eYeQWV. B\ SaVViQg fURP RQe WR Whe RWheU Ze Zill aWWaiQ a
gUeaWeU cRPSle[iW\, PRUe fUeedRP, PRUe UaQdRPQeVV.



ThiV iV all WR UeSeaW SURSRViWiRQV Ze haYe alUead\ SUeVeQWed, bXW
PRUe cleaUl\ aQd PRUe iQWeQVel\. All VRcial gURXSV fURP Whe ¶PicUR·
WR Whe ¶PacUR· Vcale haYe a cRQVciRXV RU XQcRQVciRXV, laWeQW RU
fRUPXlaWed (RSeQl\ dePRQVWUaWed) WacWic aQd VWUaWeg\. SR haYe
iQdiYidXalV, iQ WheiU XQPediaWed RU PediaWiQg UelaWiRQV. Wh\?
BecaXVe, be Ze iQdiYidXalV RU gURXSV, Ze all haYe a UelaWiYel\
XQceUWaiQ fXWXUe Zhich Ze PXVW face XS WR, aQd fRU Zhich Ze
SUeSaUe iQ a UelaWiYel\ lXcid Za\. We all haYe RXU SURblePV, iQ
Zhich RXU e[iVWeQce iV PRUe-RU-leVV cRPSleWel\ iQYRlYed. CRPSleWe
VRcieWieV aQd SaUWial gURXSiQgV iQWeUcRQQecW, PaiQWaiQ each RWheU,
diVaSSeaU RU cRllaSVe. LXcidl\ RU QRW, Whe\ kQRZ WhiV.

TheUe haV QeYeU beeQ a hXPaQ ¶VXbVWaQWialiW\·, be iW Rf a
VRciRlRgical, SV\chic, SV\chRVRciRlRgical, ideRlRgical, ecRQRPic RU
SRliWical QaWXUe. The RQWRlRgical caWegRU\ Rf ¶VXbVWaQce· iV
diVaSSeaUiQg fURP RXU hRUi]RQ. The VecUeWV Rf gURXSV, WheiU RSaciWieV
aQd WheiU aPbigXiWieV, Zhich aUe ZhaW giYe Whe illXViRQ Rf VXbVWaQce,
aUe Pade XS Rf aQ[ieWieV RU aXdaciW\ ZiWh UegaUd WR ZhaW is possible,
Rf eQWUeQchPeQWV aQd RʃeQViYeV, Rf UeWUeaWV aQd adYaQceV iQ UelaWiRQ
WR RWheU gURXSV, Rf cRXUage RU Rf ZeakQeVV Rf Zill iQ UeVSRQVe WR
SURblePV. HXPaQ gURXSiQgV Vee ² RU chRRVe QRW WR Vee ² Whe UeVXlWV
Rf ¶cRQdiWiRQV·. The VSRQWaQeiW\ aQd YiWaliW\ Rf WheVe gURXSV aUe
UeɻecWed iQ UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV (V\PbRlV, QRUPV, PRdelV, iPageV, eWc.)
RU aUe fRUPXlaWed b\ PeaQV Rf ideRlRgical UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV. HRZeYeU,
iW iV iQdiYidXalV ZhR UeɻecW, ZhR fRUPXlaWe RSiQiRQV, aQd ZhR
deɹQe aWWiWXdeV aQd cU\VWalli]e SaWWeUQV Rf behaYiRXU. IQdiYidXalV
VhRZ Whe gURXS WR Zhich Whe\ belRQg iPageV Rf ZhaW iV SRVVible aQd
ZhaW iV iPSRVVible. The\ calcXlaWe aQd cRPSXWe; Whe\ aUe
VSRkeVPeQ, deSXWieV, ¶elecWed· UeSUeVeQWaWiYeV: faPil\ headV, WUadeV-
XQiRQ leadeUV, UXUal digQiWaUieV, ciW\ adPiQiVWUaWRUV, SaUW\ leadeUV,
VWaWeVPeQ. TheUe iV QR VXbVWaQce heUe, RQl\ PeQ, acWiRQV, UelaWiRQV
aQd (iQdiYidXal aQd cRllecWiYe) cRQVciRXVQeVVeV. IQ Whe begiQQiQg
ZaV acWiRQ; iQ Whe eQd acWiRQ iV UecRgQi]ed (alWhRXgh Whe claVVic
cRQceSW Rf acW, acWiRQ RU e[SeUieQce dReV QRW e[haXVW Whe idea Rf
pra[is). EYeU\ hXPaQ life iV a SURgUeVV RU a SURceVV WRZaUdV a
SRVVibiliW\, Whe RSeQiQg XS RU clRViQg dRZQ Rf ZhaW iV SRVVible, a



calcXlaWiRQ aQd aQ RSWiRQ baVed XSRQ UaQdRP eYeQWV aQd Whe
iQWeUYeQWiRQ Rf ¶RWheU SeRSle·.

BeQeaWh WheiU aPbigXiWieV, cUiWical VWXd\ Rf eYeU\da\ life Zill
UeYeal Whe WacWicV aQd VWUaWegieV Rf SaUWial gURXSV (VXch aV ZRPeQ,
\RXQg SeRSle, iQWellecWXalV, eWc.) iQ VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle. WheWheU
WheVe WacWicV aQd VWUaWegieV aUe PaQifeVW RU cRQcealed, iW Zill be
caSable Rf deWecWiQg WheP aQd Whe Za\V Whe\ e[SUeVV WhePVelYeV.
The VWXd\ Rf Whe eYeU\da\ Zill gUaVS Whe UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ
gURXSiQgV Zhich Pake WheiU cRQWacWV RSaTXe, RU Zhich Pake WheP
PXWXall\ acceVVible, iQ VSiWe Rf PiVXQdeUVWaQdiQgV, WacWical
PaQReXYUeV, diVgXiVeV, VWUaWegic RSeQiQgV aQd adYeQWXUeV.

WheQ gURXSV becRPe iVRlaWed, Whe\ degeQeUaWe; Whe\ ceaVe WR
e[iVW ¶WhURXgh acWiRQ·. CRQWiQXed e[iVWeQce iQ iWVelf iPSlieV acWiRQ
aQd VWUXggle, aQd WheUefRUe UelaWiRQV. The agon RQl\ diVaSSeaUV
ZheQ gURXSV aQd iQdiYidXalV gR iQWR decliQe. WheQ Whe\ degeQeUaWe,
gURXSV bUeak XS iQWR VcaWWeUed elePeQWV, PiQigURXSV aQd
iQdiYidXalV. The eYeU\da\ laSVeV iQWR WUiYialiW\. AV fRU Whe PRPeQWV
ZheUe VWUaWeg\ SUedRPiQaWeV, WheVe aUe Whe gUeaW hiVWRUical PRPeQWV
Rf UeYRlXWiRQaU\ WXUPRil. SWUaWeg\ giYeV a VeQVe WR gURXSV aQd WR
WheiU liYeV. ¶SeQVe· ² diUecWiRQ, RUieQWaWiRQ, e[SUeVViRQ, gRal ² iV QRW
VRPe cRPfRUWable, VSecXlaWiYe eQWiW\ fRU a VSecialiVW, VXch aV Whe
ShilRVRSheU, WR elXcidaWe ShilRVRShicall\. SeQVe iV dUaPa. IW iV
cRQVWiWXWed b\ VWUaWeg\ ² Whe VWUaWeg\ Rf Whe gURXS. The VWUaWeg\ Rf
Whe gURXS cUeaWeV iW.

TheUefRUe Whe leYel Rf Whe eYeU\da\ aV a ¶UealiW\· ZRXld be Whe
leYel Rf WacWics, l\iQg beWZeeQ Whe leYel ZheUe WheUe aUe QR PRUe
acWiRQV, ZheUe UealiW\ iV VWagQaWiQg aQd cRagXlaWiQg, aQd ZheUe
WUiYialiW\ dRPiQaWeV, aQd Whe leYel Rf deciViRQ, dUaPa, hiVWRU\,
VWUaWeg\ aQd XSheaYal.

OQce agaiQ Ze aUe UeSeaWiQg VWaWePeQWV Ze Pade eaUlieU, bXW
fURP a diʃeUeQW SeUVSecWiYe. HRZeYeU, WheVe VWaWePeQWV PXVW QRW be
WakeQ liWeUall\. IQ VR faU aV Whe eYeU\da\ iV a UealiW\ Zhich PXVW be
PeWaPRUShRVed, challeQged aQd Pade challeQgeable b\ cUiWiTXe, iW
caQ be RbVeUYed RQ Whe leYel Rf WacWics, Rf fRUceV aQd WheiU UelaWiRQV,
aQd Rf VWUaWagePV aQd VXVSiciRQV. IWV WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ WakeV Slace RQ
Whe leYel Rf eYeQWV, VWUaWegieV aQd hiVWRUical PRPeQWV. TheUefRUe Ze



Zill QRW allRcaWe a VWaWiVWical leYel WR eYeU\da\ life aQd RXU VWXd\ Rf
iW. ThiV ZRXld dUaZ XV dRZQ iQWR WUiYialiW\, RU XS WRZaUdV facWXaliW\
(iQ Whe VWiSXlaWed VeQVe).

TheUefRUe Ze Zill WU\ WR diVcRYeU hRZ each gURXS Ze e[aPiQe
UeVSRQdV WR ¶VWiPXli· (VXch aV challeQgeV, SURSRViWiRQV aQd
SURYRcaWiRQV, WhUeaWV, claiPV aQd RʃeQViYeV) fURP VRPe RWheU gURXS,
aQd hRZ iW UeVRlYeV WacWical SURblePV. PaVViQg RYeU WR Whe leYel Rf
VWUaWeg\, Ze Zill WU\ WR Vee hRZ gURXSV WeQd WR PiQiPi]e Whe chaQceV
Rf Pa[iPal gaiQ fRU WheiU SaUWQeUV RU adYeUVaUieV ² RU cRQYeUVel\
hRZ Whe\ Pa[iPi]e WheiU RZQ PiQiPal gaiQ.8 IQ a UaQdRP VeUieV Rf
aQ XQliPiWed QXPbeU Rf TXeVWiRQV (ZiWh \eV-RU-QR aQVZeUV, aQd VR Rf
Whe kiQd Zhich cRXld ɹgXUe iQ eYeU\da\ cRQYeUVaWiRQ), iW iV Whe
VecRQd Rf WheVe VWUaWegieV Zhich SURdXceV Whe laUgeVW QXPbeU Rf
cRUUecW aQVZeUV. OQ Whe RWheU haQd, Whe PiQiPal VWUaWeg\ ZRXld
deWeUPiQe a WacWic Rf diVViPXlaWiRQ, UeWUeaW, deQial aQd
PiVXQdeUVWaQdiQg, Zhich ZRXld becRPe aSSaUeQW aV VXch iQ Whe
eYeU\da\.

KQRZledge SeU Ve haV iWV WacWic: WR kQRZ, WR Pake kQRZQ, WR Pake
Whe eYeU\da\ kQRZQ aV aQ RbjecW Rf kQRZledge. IW haV iWV VWUaWeg\: WR
bUiQg abRXW Whe diVVRlXWiRQ Rf Whe eYeU\da\ aQd WR UedXce iW
iQdeɹQiWel\ ² WR SURYRke iWV PeWaPRUShRViV b\ iQfeUUiQg Whe
Pa[iPXP QXPbeU Rf RSWiRQV iQ WhiV VeQVe ² b\ dePRQVWUaWiQg Whe
SRVVibiliW\ Rf QaUURZiQg Whe gaS beWZeeQ Whe eYeU\da\ Ueal aQd
ZhaW iV SRVVible, b\ iQYeVWiQg iQ ZhaW iV (UelaWiYel\) VXSeUiRU aQd b\
eleYaWiQg ZhaW iV (UelaWiYel\) iQfeUiRU. ThiV VWUaWeg\ iQYRlYeV Whe XVe
Rf ShilRVRSh\ Zhile aW Whe VaPe WiPe SXVhiQg iW fURP iWV SedeVWal
aQd Ueali]iQg iW aV a YiViRQ Rf WUaQVSaUeQc\ iQ eYeU\da\ hXPaQ
UelaWiRQV. ThiV Velf-VaPe VWUaWeg\ iQYRlYeV Whe VWUXggle fRU Whe UighWV
Rf VcieQce WR be RQe Rf Whe elePeQWV Rf aQ RYeUall (SRliWical) VWUaWeg\.

We PXVW diVWiQgXiVh beWZeeQ Whe WheRU\ Rf Whe Zager (Rf PaVcaliaQ
RUigiQ) aQd Whe WheRU\ Rf sWraWegies. The iQdiYidXal caQ gaPble aQd
la\ ZageUV. A gURXS iV QeYeU aZaUe WhaW iW iV gaPbliQg RQ iWV fXWXUe,
RU WhaW iW iV SlaciQg beWV aQd UXQQiQg UiVkV. IW iV WR Whe ¶diVWaQced·
RbVeUYeU RQ Whe RXWVide WhaW Whe acWiYiW\ Rf a gURXS caQ aSSeaU like a
ZageU. A gURXS Zill RQl\ eQWeU XSRQ aQ acWiRQ fRU gaiQ, aQd ZiWh Whe
ceUWaiQW\ Rf ZiQQiQg. We call WhiV ceUWaiQW\ ¶cRQɹdeQce·. IW iV Whe



RSSRViWe Rf ¶PiVWUXVW· aQd Rf Whe aWWiWXde Rf ¶challeQge· WRZaUdV RWheU
gURXSV. OQl\ leadeUV caQ be aZaUe Rf UiVkV, i.e., Whe chaQceV Rf
failXUe aQd VXcceVV, aQd XVXall\ Whe\ aUe caUefXl WR keeS WheVe WR
WhePVelYeV; Whe ¶cRQɹdeQce· gURXSV haYe iQ WheiU gRalV iV alVR
cRQɹdeQce iQ WheiU leadeUV, VRPeWhiQg Zhich Whe leadeUV WhePVelYeV
Wake eYeU\ caUe QRW WR jeRSaUdi]e. HeUe ideRlRg\ Sla\V aQ aPbigXRXV
URle: iW fRVWeUV aPbigXiW\. BRWh aQ illXViRQ aQd a VWiPXlaQW, ideRlRg\
cUeaWeV UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV Zhich beliWWle ¶Whe RWheU· aQd RYeUe[alW Whe
Velf. CRllecWiYe XQiWV gaPble, bXW dR QRW kQRZ Whe\ aUe gaPbliQg. A
WURRS Rf VRldieUV Zhich caQ Vee cleaUl\ WhaW defeaW iV RQ Whe caUdV,
i.e., WhaW iW iV iQYRlYed iQ a gaPble, iV alUead\ dePRUali]ed aQd half
RQ Whe Za\ WR defeaW. OQl\ Whe chief UeceiYeV e[acW iQfRUPaWiRQ aQd
WUaQVfRUPV iW iQWR RUdeUV. He alRQe aVVeVVeV Whe chaQceV. He alRQe
kQRZV WhaW he iV gaPbliQg aQd WhaW hiV ZageU iV VeUiRXV aQd aW Whe
heaUW Rf Whe dUaPa. ThiV iV RQe Rf Whe PRVW VcabURXV aVSecWV Rf
¶leadeUVhiS· aQd Rf ideRlRg\. RaiViQg PRUale b\ cRQcealiQg Whe
SRVVibiliWieV Rf failXUe eʃecWiYel\ iQcUeaVeV Whe chaQceV Rf VXcceVV.
The chief aVVXPeV all UeVSRQVibiliWieV, fRU PiViQWeUSUeWaWiRQV,
PiVXQdeUVWaQdiQgV, eYeQ fRU ideRlRgical lieV aQd fRU Whe eliPiQaWiRQ
Rf RYeUSeUceSWiYe iQdiYidXalV. IQ eYeU\da\ life aV Zell aV aW PRPeQWV
Rf cUiViV, Whe Za\ PeQ behaYe iV fUeTXeQWl\ MachiaYelliaQ. WhaW iV
PRUe, Whe SXUVXiW Rf aQ\ gRRd aQd Whe fXlɹlPeQW Rf aQ\ deViUe, QR
PaWWeU hRZ iQcRPSleWe, alZa\V iQcXUV UiVkV aQd daQgeUV. CRXld beWV
aQd ZageUV be Whe SUeURgaWiYe Rf a feZ iQdiYidXalV ZhR alRQe aUe
caSable Rf beaUiQg Whe ViWXaWiRQ ZheQ Whe\ cRPe face WR face ZiWh
UaQdRPQeVV? ThiV ZRXld haUdl\ be eQcRXUagiQg fRU dePRcUac\, bXW,
aV MaU[ aQd LeQiQ haYe WRld XV, dePRcUac\ cRQWUadicWV iWVelf, iW
WhUiYeV RQ cRQWUadicWiRQ, aQd WhiV Velf-deVWUXcWiRQ RQl\ cRPeV WR aQ
eQd ZiWh SRliWicV, WhaW VXSUePel\ VeUiRXV gaPble, dUaPa Rf dUaPaV,
deVWiQ\ Rf deVWiQieV.

CUiWiTXe deUiYeV QRW fURP WheRU\, bXW fURP SUa[iV. If Ze ePShaVi]e
Whe WacWicV aQd VWUaWegieV Rf gURXSV, WhiV iV QRW WR feWiVhi]e WheP.
OQl\ if Ze fRUPali]e WheP Zill Whe\ WeQd WR becRPe feWiVheV, ViQce
fRUPali]aWiRQ ZRXld WUaQVfRUP WheP iQWR Whe RbjecWV Rf a higheU
VcieQce.



The WUadiWiRQal idea Rf deVWiQ\ aV elabRUaWed b\ WUadiWiRQal
(claVVic) cXlWXUe cRQWaiQV aQd Pi[eV WRgeWheU VeYeUal cRQWUadicWRU\
elePeQWV Zhich gaPeV aQd VWUaWeg\ WheRU\ helSV WR claUif\
VRPeZhaW. The idea Rf deVWiQ\, i.e., Whe WUagic, cRQWaiQV Whe idea Rf
Whe (iQeYiWable) failXUe Rf eYeU\ iQWeQWiRQ aQd eYeU\ SURjecW. IW
cRQWaiQV Whe UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ Rf a gaPe Zhich iV ZeighWed agaiQVW Whe
heUR, ZhR (iQeYiWabl\) PakeV PiVWakeV Zhich lead WR hiV dRZQfall,
Zhile hiV RSSRQeQW (gRd, deWeUPiQiVP, PechaQiVP) QeceVVaUil\
Sla\V Zell. FiQall\ WheUe iV Whe idea Rf aQ acW Zhich cRQclXdeV iQ a
Za\ oWher WhaQ WhaW Zhich Whe SaUWiciSaQWV e[SecWed aQd ZiVhed fRU.
The WUagic iV QRWhiQg RWheU WhaQ gaPbliQg, iQ all iWV bUeadWh aQd
VeUiRXVQeVV.

IQ WhiV VeQVe, Whe eYeU\da\ iV bRWh Whe UeVidXal deSRViW aQd Whe
SURdXcW Rf Whe WUagic aQd Rf deVWiQ\. IW iV Whe WUagic Zhich haV beeQ
VPRWheUed, XQdeWecWed aQd XQUecRgQi]ed. IW iV deVWiQ\ aZaiWiQg iWV
hRXU aQd Zhich Whe SeRSle iW cRQceUQV aZaiW ZiWhRXW kQRZiQg iW, RU
PRUe e[acWl\ ZiWhRXW UecRgQi]iQg iW. IW iV WacWicV aQd VWUaWegieV
Zhich gR WheiU RZQ Za\, ZiWhRXW ¶XV· kQRZiQg iW, ViQce ¶Ze· aUe
caXghW XS ZiWhiQ iW beWZeeQ Whe RbjecW aQd Whe VXbjecW: iQ aQ
aPbigXiW\ Zhich iV QeYeU cRPSleWel\ UeVRlYed, Ze aUe Whe RbjecW Rf
Whe acWiRQ aQd aW Whe VaPe WiPe Ze aUe iWV VXbjecW. TheUefRUe Whe
eYeU\da\ iV alVR Whe QRQ-WUagic, Whe VRXUce Rf Whe WUagic aQd iWV
Qaked UePaiQV, aQd Whe ePSW\ Slace Rf DeVWiQ\, ɹlled ZiWh aQ
aPRUShRXV Pi[WXUe Rf QeceVViW\, chaQce, fUeedRP, daQgeUV,
aVVXUaQceV, UiVkV aQd VecXUiWieV.9

SeeQ iQ WhiV lighW, Whe eYeU\da\ iV RQ Whe RQe haQd aQ empirical
modaliW\ foe Whe organi]aWion of hXman life, aQd RQ Whe RWheU a PaVV Rf
represenWaWions Zhich disgXise Whis organi]aWion, iWV cRQWiQgeQc\ aQd iWV
UiVkV. HeQce Whe iPSUeVViRQ giYeQ b\ eYeU\da\ life aV ¶UealiW\·:
iQcRQViVWeQc\ aQd VRlidiW\, fUagiliW\ aQd cRheViRQ, VeUiRXVQeVV aQd
fXWiliW\, SURfRXQd dUaPa aQd Whe YRid behiQd aQ acWRU·V ePSW\ PaVk.

HaV QRW eYeU\ diVWiQcW (iQdiYidXal aQd gURXS) hXPaQ XQiW beeQ led
RU cRQdXcWed WR someZhere iW did noW ZanW Wo go, aQd dUagged WR
someZhere oWher Whan iW Zished? The e[SeUieQce Rf hiVWRU\ aQd
hiVWRUiciW\ Zeigh dRZQ RQ Whe SUeVeQW iQ a cRQfXVed PaQQeU. EYeU\
hXPaQ XQiW haV a PePRU\ aQd a fXQd Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ ² gRRd RU bad



² Zhich aUe Pi[ed WRgeWheU iQ Whe eYeU\da\. IW caQQRW Vee
eYeU\WhiQg aQd iW caQQRW kQRZ eYeU\WhiQg, bXW iW kQRZV aQd VeeV
VRPeWhiQg. If iW caQQRW kQRZ iWV deVWiQ\ aV VXch (aQd Whe PaiQ
SURWagRQiVWV aUe WhePVelYeV igQRUaQW Rf iW becaXVe Rf all WhaW iV
XQfRUeVeeable iQ Whe RXWcRPe Rf cRQɻicWV beWZeeQ VWUaWegieV), eYeU\
eQWiW\ VeQVeV VRPeWhiQg Zhich VhRZV WhURXgh RU iV UeYealed (RU bRWh
aW RQce) iQ Whe V\PbRlV, Whe Va\iQgV aQd SURYeUbV, Whe iPageV aQd
Whe P\WhV iW XVeV. AV Zell aV cRQceUQ fRU Whe fXWXUe, aV Zell aV
aQ[ieWieV, V\PbRlV aQd PePRUieV, WheUe iV ZRUk, Whe SUeVViQg
cRQceUQV Rf Whe PRPeQW, gRRdV aQd VaWiVfacWiRQV, RUdiQaU\ SleaVXUeV,
RUdiQaU\ SaVWiPeV: Whe SUeVeQW PRPeQW RU Whe acWXal (WR aYRid XViQg
Whe VXVSecW ZRUd ¶UealiW\· ZiWh all iWV bXUdeQ Rf feWiVhiVP). PUeVeQW
PRPeQWV dR QRW cRiQcide e[acWl\ ZiWh Whe cRQdiWiRQV RU Whe UeVXlWV
Rf daWa, aQd eYeQ leVV ZiWh SRVVibiliWieV. The\ aUe SaUW Rf WheP; Whe\
aUe PRUe WhaQ WheP; Whe\ aUe leVV WhaQ WheP.

TheRU\ haV UeYealed Whe iPSRUWaQce aQd Whe SeQeWUaWiRQ Rf pla\ iQ
eYeU\da\ life aQd iQ VRcial SUacWice iQ geQeUal. SeYeUal diVWiQcW leYelV
aQd diPeQViRQV Rf Sla\ aUe aSSaUeQW. TheUe aUe gaPeV Rf a
VSRQWaQeRXV chaUacWeU, gaPeV ZiWh UXleV aQd gaPeV ZiWh WacWicV.
SWUaWeg\ caQ be a serioXs game alWhRXgh iW Pa\ QRW be SeUceiYed aV
VXch. AQd WheUe aUe RWheUV, VXch aV gaPeV Zhich aUe bliQdl\
XQaZaUe RU igQRUaQW Rf WhePVelYeV (aQ e[WUePe e[aPSle: alieQaWiRQ
WhURXgh deVWiQ\ aQd Whe WUagic), RbjecWiYe gaPeV, Zhich acceSW UiVk
(aQ e[WUePe e[aPSle: adYeQWXUeV RXWVide Rf aQ eYeU\da\ cRQWe[W),
aQd VXbjecWiYe gaPeV, ZiWh fRUPal UXleV (aQ e[WUePe e[aPSle:
fUiYRlRXVQeVV). TheVe aUe YaUiRXV diVWiQcW aQd \eW iQVeSaUable Za\V
aQd VWageV Rf WakiQg UaQdRPQeVV iQWR accRXQW, aQd WR liPiW aQd
cRQWURl iWV fUeedRP.

ThXV Sla\ ZRXld be a (fUeTXeQWl\ diVgXiVed aQd PiVXQdeUVWRRd)
diPeQViRQ Rf eYeU\da\ life aQd Rf SUa[iV. IW cRQWaiQV ZiWhiQ iWVelf
VeYeUal degUeeV RU leYelV, VeYeUal diPeQViRQV, accRUdiQg WR hRZ iW
UelaWeV diUecWl\ aQd cRQVciRXVl\ WR UaQdRPQeVV SeU Ve. CRXld Sla\ be
Whe VWaUWiQg SRiQW fURP Zhich Ze cRXld eQYiVage Whe PeWaPRUShRViV
Rf Whe eYeU\da\?



6 Micro and macro

The diVWiQcWiRQ beWZeeQ Whe ¶PicUR· aQd Whe ¶PacUR· aSSeaUV iQ PRVW
Rf Whe VcieQceV, aW Whe VaPe WiPe aV Whe idea Rf leYel. IW RUigiQaWed iQ
PaWhePaWicV, ZheQ RiePaQQ cRQceiYed Rf laUge VSaceV ZiWh
SURSeUWieV diʃeUeQW fURP WhRVe Rf VPall-Vcale VSaceV. SXbVeTXeQWl\
Sh\ViciVWV adRSWed iW (i.e., Whe diVWiQcWiRQ beWZeeQ PicURSheQRPeQa
aQd Whe PacURVcRSic Vcale), fRllRZed Qe[W b\ VRciRlRgiVWV,
geRgUaSheUV aQd ecRQRPiVWV, eWc.

IQ eYeU\ ɹeld, aQd PRVW eVSeciall\ iQ RXU aUea Rf UeVeaUch, Whe
¶PicUR· aQd Whe ¶PacUR· aSSeaU WR be PXWXall\ iUUedXcible. We Va\
WhiV ZaUil\, becaXVe iW iPSlieV VeUiRXV cRQVeTXeQceV: afWeU haYiQg
UejecWed AUiVWRWeliaQ eSiVWePRlRg\, Zhich chaQgeV Whe acW (heUe, Whe
acW Rf Whe VRcial gURXS) iQWR VXbVWaQce, Ze haYe UejecWed CaUWeViaQ
eSiVWePRlRg\, Zhich XVeV Whe ViPSle WR cRQVWUXcW Whe cRPSle[ aQd
deePV WhaW aQ e[haXVWiYe aQal\ViV leadiQg WR WRWal V\QWheViV iV
SRVVible, RQ cRQdiWiRQ WhaW Whe SURceVV iV lRgicall\ RUdeUed.

IQ Whe eYeU\da\, RQ Whe PicURVRciRlRgical leYel, XQPediaWed
UelaWiRQV aUe caUUied RQ beWZeeQ RQe SeUVRQ aQd aQRWheU (Yia blRRd
WieV, RU QeighbRXUhRRd aQd VRciall\ cRQWiQgeQW UelaWiRQV) Zhich aUe
cRPSlicaWed b\ WieV Rf diUecW deSeQdeQc\ aQd UiYalU\ (i.e.,
hXVbaQd/Zife, faWheU/childUeQ, ePSlR\eUV/VeUYaQWV), aQd
accRPSaQied b\ UebelliRQV Zhich aUe jXVW aV diUecW. OQ Whe
PacURVRciRlRgical leYel, WheVe XQPediaWed WieV aQd VXbRUdiQaWiRQV
aUe VXUYiYalV Zhich SURlRQg aUchaic UelaWiRQV (Rf cRQVaQgXiQiW\ aQd
WeUUiWRUialiW\) RU feXdal UelaWiRQV (Rf VXbRUdiQaWiRQ aQd YaVValage).
OQ WhiV ¶PacUR· leYel, VXch UelaWiRQV aUe PediaWed; Whe\ SaVV Yia ¶Whe
WhiQg· ² Ueiɹed aQd Ueif\iQg, alieQaWiQg aQd alieQaWed: cRPPRdiWieV,
PRQe\, laQgXage.

AV a UeVXlW Whe ¶PicUR· leYel iV aPbigXRXV aQd Whe ¶PacUR· leYel iV
abVWUacW, aQd \eW QR VRRQeU haYe Ze fRUPXlaWed WhiV VWaWePeQW WhaQ
Ze Qeed WR WXUQ iW RQ iWV head. If iW iV aPbigXRXV, Whe ¶PicUR· leYel iV
alVR Whe leYel ZheUe Whe TXeVWiRQ Rf aXWheQWiciW\ haV a PeaQiQg: Whe
XQPediaWed caQ becRPe aXWheQWic, eiWheU iQ VSRQWaQeiW\ RU iQ WUXWh;
aW leaVW WhiV iV ZhaW Ze VXSSRVe aQd ZhaW Ze dePaQd Rf iW. If iW iV



abVWUacW, Whe ¶PacUR· leYel iV alVR heaYil\ SUeVeQW. We Qeed WR
ePShaVi]e WhiV SaUadR[. BecaXVe iW iV aPbigXRXV, Whe ¶PicUR· caQ be
accXVed Rf beiQg falVe. AQd \eW RQl\ Whe ¶PicUR· caQ becRPe
aXWheQWic, iQ RWheU ZRUdV WUaQVSaUeQW, WhURXgh Whe PXWXal
UecRgQiWiRQ Rf UelaWiRQV. The ¶PacUR· Zhich VeePV, aQd iQdeed iV, VR
¶Ueal· iV alVR Whe UealP Rf falViWieV aQd feWiVheV. AQd \eW, if Ze aUe WR
YalidaWe aQd aXWheQWicaWe Whe ¶PicUR·, Ze PXVW ɹUVW WUaQVfRUP Whe
¶PacUR·.

TheUefRUe WheUe iV a diVWaQce aQd a gaS beWZeeQ Whe WZR leYelV.
AQ\ aWWePSW WR PiQiaWXUi]e VRcial VcieQce b\ XViQg Whe VWXd\ Rf
liPiWed gURXSV ZRXld VRRQ cRPe XS agaiQVW WhiV RbVWacle. IW iV a
baUUieU WR aQal\Wic UeaVRQ, Zhich UedXceV Whe cRPSle[ WR Whe
elePeQWaU\ aQd Whe cRPSRXQd WR Whe ViPSle. The ¶PicUR· leYel iV jXVW
aV cRPSle[ aV Whe ¶PacUR· leYel, bXW iQ a diʃeUeQW Za\. AV UegaUdV
Whe UeYeUVe SURcedXUe, Zhich ZRXld aWWePSW WR gUaVS Whe ¶PicUR· Yia
Whe ¶PacUR·, WhiV leadV WR a VRUW Rf XQWeQable aQd daQgeURXV
VRciRlRg\ Zhich ZRXld deɹQe Whe eYeU\da\ abVRlXWel\ b\ Whe ZhRle.

GaSV aQd diʃeUeQceV beWZeeQ leYelV dR QRW aXWhRUi]e XV WR
dichRWRPi]e aQ\ RQe Rf WheP, aQd eYeQ leVV WR ¶VcRWRPi]e· iW.10

IUUedXcibiliW\ iV QRW Whe eTXiYaleQW Rf VeSaUaWiRQ. TheUe iV a
PXlWiSliciW\ Rf UelaWiRQV, cRUUeVSRQdeQceV aQd hRPRlRgieV beWZeeQ
Whe ¶PacUR· leYel aQd Whe ¶PicUR· leYel. BRWh leYelV ¶UeɻecW· Whe
VRcieW\ Zhich eQcRPSaVVeV WheP aQd Zhich Whe\ cRQVWiWXWe. ThXV,
Whe cRUUeVSRQdeQceV beWZeeQ faPil\ (SUiYaWe) life aQd VRcieW\ aV a
ZhRle aUe alPRVW Velf-eYideQW. SRcieW\ aV a ZhRle acWV, becRPeV
aSSaUeQW aQd iQWeUYeQeV WhURXgh Whe aPbigXiW\ Rf diUecW WieV Zhich
aUe ViPXlWaQeRXVl\ biRlRgical aQd VRcial, RU, SeUhaSV Ze VhRXld Va\,
becaXVe Rf WhaW aPbigXiW\. The cRQWUadicWiRQV aQd cRQɻicWV ZiWhiQ
faPilieV UeSUeVeQW RU UeɻecW WhRVe Rf VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle (be iW feXdal,
caSiWaliVW RU VRcialiVW) aQd WhRVe Rf Whe claVVeV (Whe bRXUgeRiVie aQd
Whe SURleWaUiaW). WhaW iV PRUe, iQ a VeQVe, Whe XQPediaWed chaUacWeU
Rf diUecW UelaWiRQV iV QRWhiQg bXW a PiUage. TheVe diUecW UelaWiRQV aUe
alVR PediaWed: b\ laQgXage aQd b\ PRQe\, eWc. OQ Whe leYel Rf WheVe
UelaWiRQV, Whe XQPediaWed iV aV PXch Rf a UecRQVWUXcWiRQ aV iW iV a
cRQVWiWXeQW. PeUceSWiRQ Rf RWheUV alVR iPSlieV a QeWZRUk Rf
PediaWiRQV Zhich deWeUPiQe iW aQd liPiW iW. The ¶PacUR· leYel



aSSeaUV WR be Whe leYel ZheUe Whe ¶PicUR· iV iQWegUaWed ZiWhiQ Whe
ZhRle, a SURceVV Zhich leaYeV liWWle URRP ZiWhiQ iWV ePSW\ VSaceV fRU
PaUgiQal, abQRUPal RU ¶deYiaQW· elePeQWV. The ¶PacUR· dReV QRW
deWeUPiQe Whe ¶PicUR·. IW eQcRPSaVVeV iW; iW cRQWURlV iW; iW SeQeWUaWeV
iW aQd iPSRVeV UegXlaWiRQV XSRQ iW, Zhich aUe WhePVelYeV aW diʃeUiQg
leYelV Rf deSWh aQd eʃecWiYeQeVV: QRUPV Rf cRQdXcW aQd behaYiRXU
SaWWeUQV, PRdelV aQd URleV, eWc. UViQg aQd abXViQg Whe liPiWV Rf Whe
¶PicUR·, Whe ¶PacUR· bUiQgV all iWV ZeighW WR beaU XSRQ iW.

AUe WheVe UelaWiRQV dialecWical, iQ RWheU ZRUdV cRQɻicWiYe,
SRl\YaleQW, PRbile aQd PXlWifRUPal? DRXbWleVV Whe\ aUe. OQ RQe
haQd, Whe ¶PacUR· PakeV eYeU\ eʃRUW WR cRQWaiQ, WR abVRUb aQd
UeabVRUb Whe ¶PicUR· (bXW b\ PeaQV Rf Whe acWiRQV Rf SUiYileged
iQdiYidXalV, iWV leadeUV). IW VXcceedV, bXW QeYeU WRWall\. IQ VSiWe Rf iWV
aPbigXiWieV, RU Pa\be becaXVe Rf WheP, Whe ¶PicUR· SXWV XS a
UeViVWaQce. The VRcial aQd Whe cXlWXUal QeYeU UeabVRUb Whe
biRSh\ViRlRgical, Whe XQPediaWed RU Whe QaWXUal. The VecWRU Zhich iV
UaWiRQall\ cRQWURlled b\ SUa[iV QeYeU eliPiQaWeV Whe XQcRQWURlled
VecWRU, Whe VecWRU Rf VSRQWaQeiW\ aQd SaVViRQ. OQce VeSaUaWed Rʃ, Whe
¶PacUR· aWURShieV: PediaWiRQV QR lRQgeU haYe aQ\WhiQg WR PediaWe,
aQd Whe PeaQV Rf cRPPXQicaWiRQ QR lRQgeU haYe aQ\WhiQg WR
cRPPXQicaWe. IVRlaWed iQ WXUQ, Whe ¶PicUR· laSVeV iQWR iUUaWiRQaliW\
aQd PeaQiQgleVVQeVV.

WheQ Whe\ aUe QRW gRYeUQed b\ laZV, VSRQWaQeiW\ aQd iPPediac\
lRVe diUecWiRQ. CRQYeUVel\, ZiWhRXW VSRQWaQeiW\, laZV aQd QRUPV
UeVePble deaWh. IW iV RQ Whe leYel Rf Whe ¶PicUR· WhaW life haV UighWV,
aQd VSRQWaQeiW\ feedV iQWR SUacWice aQd cXlWXUe; iW iV Whe liYiQg URRW
Rf Whe VRcial. HRZeYeU, iW iV RQ Whe leYel Rf Whe ¶PacUR· WhaW Whe
deciViRQV Zhich eUadicaWe aPbigXiWieV aUe WakeQ, WhaW Whe diYiViRQ Rf
VRcial labRXU iV RUgaQi]ed, aQd WhaW QRUPV aQd iPageV aUe
deYelRSed.

The e[iVWeQce Rf Whe ¶PicUR· leYel iPSlieV aQd VXSSRVeV
neighboXrhood (RU conWingenW) relaWions iQ a VRcial VSace. DiVWiQcW, bXW
QRW VeSaUaWed, Whe VideV aQd faceWV Rf PicURelePeQWV cRPe iQWR
cRQWacW ZiWh each RWheU. The facW WhaW Whe\ aUe PXWXall\ diVWiQcWiYe
VhRXld QRW diVgXiVe Whe hRPRlRgieV, cRUUeVSRQdeQceV aQd aQalRgieV.
FaPilieV, YillageV, WRZQV aQd bXViQeVVeV liYe Vide b\ Vide iQ VRcial



VSace aQd WheiU ¶iQWeUQaliWieV· iQWeUcRQQecW. CRQVideUed fURP Whe
SRiQW Rf YieZ Rf Whe conWinXoXs, WheVe UelaWiRQV iQ VRcial VSace giYe
UiVe WR UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV aQd PaWhePaWical fRUPali]aWiRQV (VXch aV
WRSRlRgieV, WUaQVfRUPaWiRQV aQd gURXSV). FURP Whe SRiQW Rf YieZ Rf
Whe disconWinXoXs, Whe\ alVR giYe UiVe WR UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV aQd
fRUPali]aWiRQV (VXch aV QeWZRUkV aQd gUaShV).

The Wree RʃeUV a gRRd UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ Rf UelaWiRQV Rf
QeighbRXUhRRd aQd SUR[iPiW\ ZiWhiQ a laUgeU XQiW. SPall bUaQcheV
VSUiQg fURP laUgeU RQeV, Zhich iQ WXUQ VSUiQg fURP Whe WUXQk; Whe\
gURZ iQ fRUkV Zhich SURdXce diVWaQceV bXW QRW VeSaUaWiRQV. The
leaYeV gURZ Vide b\ Vide aW Whe eQd Rf Whe bUaQcheV aQd RQl\
cRPPXQicaWe Yia Whe bUaQcheV aQd Whe WUXQk, i.e., Yia Whe WUee aV a
ZhRle.

ThXV Whe iQWeUacWiRQ Rf diVWiQcW aQd iQVeSaUable XQiWV caQ be
UeSUeVeQWed iQ iPageV aQd fRUPV Zhich leQd WhePVelYeV WR UigRURXV
fRUPali]aWiRQV. ThiV iV a PRde Rf WhiQkiQg aQd iQYeVWigaWiRQ Zhich
PakeV XVe RQ Whe RQe haQd Rf iPageV aQd Whe iPagiQaWiRQ, aQd RQ
Whe RWheU Rf PaWhePaWical UeVeaUch.11 ThXV Whe WUee iV PRUe WhaQ a
Sh\Vical UealiW\ WUaQVSRVed RQ WR VRcieW\; iW iV PRUe WhaQ a V\PbRl
aQd VRPeWhiQg RWheU WhaQ a V\PbRl. IW iV a formal insWrXmenW ZiWh aQ
RUigiQal UelaWiRQ WR Whe cRQcUeWe. IV iW a fRUP RU a VWUXcWXUe? LeW XV
leaYe WhaW TXeVWiRQ WR RQe Vide fRU Whe PRPeQW. The WUee VWUeWcheV
RXW ZiWhRXW lRViQg iWV cRheViRQ. AV iW gURZV iW UeWaiQV a SaUWicXlaU
aQd chaUacWeUiVWic fRUP. IW SUeVeQWV a QXPbeU Rf UePaUkable SRiQWV ²
UaPiɹcaWiRQV, bifXUcaWiRQV, diVjXQcWiRQV ² Zhich aUe alVR fUagile
SRiQWV, SRiQWV Rf fUacWXUe, chaQgeV Rf diUecWiRQ. IW illXVWUaWeV a
d\QaPic aQd UelaWiYe VWabiliW\, a gURZWh Zhich iV cRheUeQW, bXW
alZa\V XQdeU WhUeaW. WRXld iW UeVRlYe Whe SURblePV Rf
¶cRQWiQXiW\/diVcRQWiQXiW\· aQd ¶Whe elePeQWaU\/Whe WRWal·, iQ PaWeUial
QaWXUe aQd iQ VRcieW\? IQ a VeQVe, aQd XS WR a ceUWaiQ SRiQW, iW
dRXbWleVV ZRXld. IQ aQ\ eYeQW, iW RʃeUV aQ illXVWUaWiRQ Rf VRcial VSace
aQd VRcial WiPe, aQd Rf UelaWiRQV Rf SUR[iPiW\ aQd diVWaQce.12

HRZeYeU, WheUe aUe ceUWaiQ chaUacWeUiVWicV Rf VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle,
VXch aV alieQaWiRQ WhURXgh PRQe\ aQd cRPPRdiWieV, Zhich iW dReV
QRW UeSUeVeQW. NRU dReV iW dePRQVWUaWe WhaW (SURYiViRQal) balaQceV
aQd Velf-UegXlaWiRQV iQ VRcial cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd VRcieW\, aQd ZiWhiQ



deWeUPiQed VRcial fUaPeZRUkV, aUe bURXghW abRXW QRW b\
PechaQiVPV, bXW SUeciVel\ b\ Whe iQWeUPediaU\ Rf UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV.

7 Indexes, criteria, variables

IQ WheVe PeWhRdRlRgical cRQVideUaWiRQV, Ze QeYeU VeSaUaWe Whe
abVWUacW fURP Whe cRQcUeWe, RU fRUP fURP cRQWeQW. OQ Whe cRQWUaU\:
Ze XVe eYeU\ RccaViRQ Ze caQ WR dePRQVWUaWe hRZ Whe abVWUacW
alUead\ cRQWaiQV aVSecWV Rf Whe cRQcUeWe aQd hRZ fRUP iV alUead\ aQ
aVSecW Rf Whe Ueal. HRZeYeU, if Ze dR QRW VeSaUaWe WheP, WhiV dReV
QRW PeaQ WhaW Ze VhRXld cRQɻaWe WheP, aQd WR aYRid WhiV Ze Zill
VWaUW fURP Whe PRVW fRUPal aQd Whe PRVW abVWUacW aQd SURgUeVV
WRZaUdV Whe PRVW cRQcUeWe.

We PXVW QRZ SRiQW RXW Whe iQde[eV, cUiWeUia aQd YaUiableV iQ WhiV
SURgUeVViRQ.

A social facW designaWing more and someWhing oWher Whan iWself: VXch
cRXld be Whe deɹQiWiRQ Rf aQ inde[. IW haV a PeaQiQg Zhich iV a
cRQWeQW; iW UeYealV, iW iQdicaWeV. OfWeQ, aW ɹUVW VighW, aQ iQde[ iV QRQ-
VigQif\iQg; aQd WheUeiQ lieV RQe Rf Whe WUaSV iQ Whe idea Rf
¶VigQiɹcaWiRQ·. AQ iQde[ UefeUV WR VRPeWhiQg hiddeQ, RU cRQYeUVel\,
WR VRPeWhiQg VR RbYiRXV WhaW Whe RbVeUYeU iV XQable WR Vee iW ZiWhiQ
Whe PaVV Rf eYideQce befRUe hiP. TheUefRUe Whe iQde[ iV a VigQ, bXW iV
QRW iQWeQded aV VXch, aQd cRQVeTXeQWl\ iW iV QRW aUbiWUaU\. IW iV SaUW
Rf Whe SheQRPeQa iW UeYealV; iW iV liQked WR WheP aV Whe\ aUe liQked
WR RQe aQRWheU, RQe e[SUeVViRQ aPRQg PaQ\ RWheUV. IW iV aV clRVe WR
Whe V\PSWRP aV iW iV WR Whe VigQ. A V\PSWRP caQ be cRQVideUabl\ faU
UePRYed fURP Whe acWXal lRcaWiRQ Rf aQ illQeVV RU iWV caXVeV; aQd \eW
Whe cRQQecWiRQ e[iVWV.

TheUefRUe Whe iQde[ iV RQl\ Rf XVe aV a SaUW, aVSecW RU elePeQW Rf
Whe SheQRPeQRQ beiQg cRQVideUed. IWV UelaWiRQ WR WhiV SheQRPeQRQ
iV QRW geQeUall\ cleaU, RU eaV\ WR eVWabliVh; VRPe iQde[eV aUe
deceSWiYe RU diVaSSRiQWiQg. WheQ aQ RbVeUYeU RU e[SeUiPeQWeU ɹUVW
PakeV cRQWacW ZiWh a VRcial gURXS he begiQV b\ lRRkiQg fRU
ceUWiɹable iQde[eV. AW WhiV leYel, RQl\ UaWiRQal iQVWiQcW iV bURXghW
iQWR Sla\: Whe VcieQWiɹc cXlWXUe Zhich iV VRPeWiPeV called iQWXiWiRQ.



A VRcial gURXS SUeVeQWV a VRUW Rf face, aQ (RSeQ RU cRQcealed)
SUeVeQce, ZheUe iQde[eV caQ be cRSiRXV RU VcaQW\. UViQg iQde[eV
Zhich aUe fUeTXeQWl\ VecUeWiYe, Whe VcieQWiVW PakeV WhiQgV XS; he
XVeV hiV iPagiQaWiRQ. AV PicaVVR iV TXRWed aV Va\iQg, ¶FiUVW Rf all I
ɹQd VRPeWhiQg, WheQ I VWaUW WR VeaUch fRU iW.· ThiV UePaUk UeiQfRUceV
aQ Rld SaUadR[; iW bUiQgV WR Whe fRUe ceUWaiQ chaUacWeUiVWicV Rf Whe
dialecWical PRYePeQW Rf WhRXghW. AQ e[ceVViYe cRQceUQ fRU UigRXU
aQd lRgical cRheUeQce PakeV WhRXghW iQɻe[ible; Yalid iQ iWVelf, WhiV
cRQceUQ alUead\ SUeVXSSRVeV Whe RbjecW ZiWhRXW kQRZiQg iW; iW
cRQVWUaiQV WhRXghW WR iQYeVW Whe RbjecW ZiWh Whe chaUacWeUiVWicV Rf
fRUPal UigRXU, Zhich iW aVVXPeV WR be SXUel\ RbjecWiYe. ThiV iV WR
diVUegaUd Whe VXbjecWiYe aVSecW Rf fRUPal UigRXU. IW fRUPali]eV, iW
TXaQWiɹeV; RU agaiQ, ZheQeYeU iW aSSURacheV a cRQcUeWe RbjecW iW
gUiQdV WR a halW, XQable WR Ueach iW.

OccaViRQall\ aQ iQde[ Zill UeYeal VRPeWhiQg RWheU WhaQ ZaV
e[SecWed. OccaViRQall\ iW UeVePbleV a cliQical V\PSWRP. IW iQdicaWeV
a cUiViV, WeQViRQ RU YiWaliW\, a failXUe RU a decliQe. SRPeWiPeV ZhaW iV
PRVW iQWeUQal cRPeV WR Whe VXUface aQd UeYealV iWVelf iQ ZhaW iV PRVW
e[WeUQal, QaPel\ Whe iQde[; ZhaW iV PRVW SURfRXQd VhRZV WhURXgh iQ
ZhaW iV PRVW VXSeUɹcial aQd ɻeeWiQg. CRQYeUVel\, UeVeaUch Zill
VRPeWiPeV VhRZ aQ iQde[ WR be iQYalid.

The Qeed WR VcUXWiQi]e Whe iQde[ iQ deSWh PeaQV iW PXVW be
PeaVXUed agaiQVW criWeria, VRPe Rf Zhich aUe geQeUal aQd fRUPal,
RWheUV VSeciɹc. A gRRd inde[ VhRZV iWVelf WR be UelaWiYel\ cRQVWaQW,
ZiWhiQ Whe liPiWV Rf Whe RbVeUYaWiRQV RU e[SeUiPeQWV beiQg
XQdeUWakeQ; iW SeUPiWV XV WR gUaVS a ceUWaiQ QXPbeU Rf facWV aQd WR
gURXS WheP (b\ claVViɹcaWiRQ). NR lRQgeU a PeUe aSSeaUaQce, iW
UeYealV Whe hiddeQ UealiW\; iW WUaQVlaWeV iW RU iW WUadXceV iW. IQ WhiV
Za\ iW VXSeUVedeV iWVelf WR becRPe a criWerion. IQ facW Whe cUiWeUiRQ iV
QRW e[WeUQal WR Whe iQde[; Whe iQde[ becRPeV a cUiWeUiRQ ZheQ iW
becRPeV SUeciVe aQd heighWeQed; aW WhaW VWage Whe aWWeQWiYe RbVeUYeU
RU e[SeUiPeQWeU Zill diVWiQgXiVh iW aQd VeSaUaWe iW fURP iWV iQiWial
cRQWe[W, WR aSSl\ iW WR RWheU SheQRPeQa RU RWheU gURXSV. The iQde[
becRPeV aQ aQal\Wic iPSlePeQW fRU SeQeWUaWiQg aQd claVVif\iQg. The
inde[ical criWerion chaQgeV iQWR aQ RbjecWiYe cUiWeUiRQ, Zhich iQ WXUQ
jRiQV fRUceV ZiWh a VeW Rf cUiWeUia Zhich aUe alZa\V speciɹc. AV fRU



geQeUal cUiWeUia, Whe\ VWiSXlaWe Whe XVe Rf VSeciɹc iQde[eV aQd
cUiWeUia; Whe\ UegXlaWe Whe VXcceVViYe SURcedXUeV aQd leYelV Rf WhiV
SURceVV: diVcRYeU\ aQd iQYeQWiRQ, Whe WUaQVfeU fURP Whe ɻeeWiQg
iQde[ WR Whe iQde[ical cUiWeUiRQ, Whe cRQVWiWXWiRQ Rf a cRheUeQW VeW Rf
cUiWeUia chaUacWeUi]iQg a SheQRPeQRQ.

AQ e[celleQW illXVWUaWiRQ Rf WheVe SURcedXUeV ZRXld be Whe criWeria
of XnderdeYelopmenW WR be fRXQd iQ LeQiQ·V The DeYelopmenW of
CapiWalism in RXssia, aQd iQ hiV VXbVeTXeQW ZUiWiQgV.

LeW XV cRQVideU Whe criWeria of XnderdeYelopmenW aV LeQiQ haV
alUead\ deɹQed WheP:

�¬¬Whe VSliQWeUiQg Rf ecRQRPic XQiWV;
�¬¬YiUWXall\ aXWRQRPRXV lRcal PaUkeWV Zhich aUe SRRUl\ iQWegUaWed iQ

a QaWiRQal PaUkeW liQked WR Whe ZRUld PaUkeW;
�¬¬lRZ cRQceQWUaWiRQ bRWh iQ iQdXVWU\ aQd iQ agUicXlWXUe;
�¬¬Zeak cRQWUadicWiRQ beWZeeQ Whe cRllecWiYe chaUacWeU Rf SURdXcWiRQ

aQd Whe iQdiYidXal (SUiYaWe) chaUacWeU Rf aSSURSUiaWiRQ;
�¬¬fRUPV Rf SeUVRQal deSeQdeQce iQ VRcial UelaWiRQV;
�¬ ¬ ecRQRPicall\ backZaUd fRUPV Rf SURdXcWiYe UelaWiRQV ZiWh Whe

SUedRPiQaQce Rf agUicXlWXUe aQd Whe VlRZiQg dRZQ Rf WUaQVfeUV Rf
SRSXlaWiRQ;

�¬¬SRRU QeedV Rf aVVRciaWiRQ aQd aUchaic fRUPV Rf aVVRciaWiRQ;
�¬ ¬ ZeakQeVVeV Rf Whe laUge gURXSV (claVVeV) RccXS\iQg diʃeUeQW

ViWXaWiRQV iQ SURdXcWiRQ;
�¬¬ZeakQeVV Rf claVV aQWagRQiVPV;
�¬¬WUadiWiRQal fRUPV Rf PRUal life aQd VRcial life, eWc.

MRUe UeceQW aXWhRUV haYe added fXUWheU cUiWeUia WR WheVe ecRQRPic
aQd SRliWical RQeV: demographic (high biUWh aQd deaWh UaWeV);
Wechnological (SRRU SeU caSiWa XVe Rf eQeUg\); cXlWXral (high
SeUceQWage Rf illiWeUac\); sociological (liPiWed PRbiliW\, Uigid
VWUXcWXUeV alRQg ZiWh SRRU RYeUall iQWegUaWiRQ, eWc.).13

TheVe QeZ cUiWeUia PRdif\ aQd cRPSleWe Whe VeW eVWabliVhed b\
LeQiQ (Zhich ZaV liPiWed WR Whe ecRQRPic aVSecWV Rf Whe TXeVWiRQ),
bXW Whe\ dR QRW iQYalidaWe iW. The geQeUal cUiWeUiRQ Rf ecRQRPic



deYelRSPeQW aQd Whe cUiWeUiRQ Rf VRcial aQd SRliWical ¶SURgUeVV· iV Whe
UedXcWiRQ aQd diVaSSeaUaQce Rf RQe RU VeYeUal VSeciɹc iQde[ical
cUiWeUia Rf XQdeUdeYelRSPeQW.

ThiV VeW Rf cUiWeUia VhedV a UePaUkable lighW RQ eYeU\da\ life iQ a
SRRUl\ deYelRSed VRcieW\, i.e., a VRcieW\ Zhich mXsW be Wransformed b\
gXided (SlaQQed) ecRQRPic gURZWh. Each cUiWeUiRQ iV like a
VSRWlighW, SiQSRiQWiQg a VSeciɹc WUaiW.

IQ accRUdaQce ZiWh RXU SURgUaPPe Ze Zill QRZ cRPSleWe Whe
abRYe liVW b\ addiQg Whe criWeria of Whe XnderdeYelopmenW of eYer\da\
life in Whe deYeloped coXnWries:

�¬¬Whe backZaUdQeVV Rf ¶VeUYiceV· eVVeQWial WR eYeU\da\ life cRPSaUed
ZiWh SURdXcWiRQ iQ geQeUal (SURdXcWiRQ Rf Whe PeaQV Rf
SURdXcWiRQ RU SURdXcWiRQ Rf ¶SUiYaWel\ SURdXced gRRdV·);14

�¬¬Whe PaQiSXlaWiRQ Rf Whe cRQVXPeU aQd Rf hiV QeedV b\ adYeUWiViQg
aQd SURSagaQda;

�¬ ¬ Whe backZaUdQeVV Rf WechQiTXeV aSSlicable WR eYeU\da\ life
cRPSaUed ZiWh SURdXcWiRQ WechQiTXeV, PiliWaU\ WechQiTXeV, aQd
WechQiTXeV fRU Whe e[SlRiWaWiRQ Rf VSace;

�¬ ¬ Whe VSliQWeUiQg Rf lRcal aQd WeUUiWRUial XQiWV (VXch aV faPilieV,
QeighbRXUhRRdV aQd WRZQV, eWc.) aQd e[ceVViYel\ SRZeUfXl PeaQV
Rf iQWegUaWiRQ;

�¬ ¬aQ iQe[WUicable Pi[WXUe Rf aUchaic fRUPV Rf PRUal aQd VRcial life
aQd PRdeUQ fRUPV Rf cRPPXQicaWiRQ aQd iQfRUPaWiRQ;

�¬ ¬ Whe backZaUdQeVV Rf WRZQ SlaQQiQg aV Whe fRUP aQd cRQWe[W Rf
eYeU\da\ life cRPSaUed ZiWh QeedV aQd WechQical SRVVibiliWieV, aQd
cRPSaUed ZiWh Whe VRcial life iQ WRZQV iQ Whe SaVW;

�¬ ¬ fRUPV Rf SeUVRQal deSeQdeQce (cRQVXPeU/SURdXceU,
SUiYaWe/SXblic, ciWi]eQ/VWaWe, ZRPaQ/PaQ, eWc.);

�¬¬a VlRZiQg dRZQ Rf SRVVibiliWieV;
�¬¬a UedXcWiRQ Rf SRVVibiliWieV iQYRlYiQg VSaWial PRYePeQWV (VR-called

VRcial PRbiliW\, WRXUiVP aQd WUaYel);
�¬¬a UelaWiYe eURViRQ Rf ceUWaiQ VecWRUV (VXch aV cRRkiQg, hRXViQg aQd

leiVXUe, eWc.) iQ YaUiRXV cRXQWUieV;



�¬¬a fUagPeQWaWiRQ Rf WechQRlRg\ aQd aQ iQcRheUeQce Rf Whe ¶ZRUld Rf
RbjecWV· aQd ¶gRRdV· iQ Whe eYeU\da\;

�¬¬illiWeUac\ aQd ¶cXlWXUal· backZaUdQeVV iQ WeUPV Rf Whe aUW Rf liYiQg
aQd lifeVW\le, lRYe aQd eURWiciVP, Ve[ aQd faPil\ SlaQQiQg;

�¬ ¬ Whe abVWUacW aQd PechaQical chaUacWeU Rf Whe idea Rf haSSiQeVV
(UedXced WR Whe idea Rf cRPfRUW)«

ThiV liVW Rf (iQde[ical aQd VSeciɹc) cUiWeUia iV QRW iQWeQded WR be
UeVWUicWiYe. We ZRXld be haSS\ WR Pake Whe diVaSSeaUaQce Rf RQe Rf
WheVe iQde[eV a geQeUal cUiWeUiRQ Rf SURgUeVV, aQd Whe eliPiQaWiRQ Rf
WheP all aV a cUiWeUiRQ Rf UeYRlXWiRQ¬«

AV faU aV Yariables aUe cRQceUQed, aW WhiV VWage Ze Zill PeUel\
SRiQW RXW Whe diʃeUeQce beWZeeQ Whe idea Rf sWraWegic Yariables aQd
Whe cRQceSW aV iW iV XVXall\ XQdeUVWRRd. We ZRXld deɹQe Whe
YaUiable geQeUall\ aV aQ aVSecW RU cRQVWiWXeQW elePeQW Rf a cRPSle[
SheQRPeQRQ, Zhich SRVVeVVeV a UelaWiYe iQdeSeQdeQce, allRZiQg iW
WR YaU\ VeSaUaWel\, aQd b\ PeaQV Rf WhaW YaUiaQce WR PRdif\ aQ
RYeUall SheQRPeQRQ Zhich iV gRYeUQed b\ a liPiWed (i.e., cRXQWable)
QXPbeU Rf RWheU SaUaPeWeUV. The iQde[ VhRXld eQable XV WR gUaVS a
YaUiable iQ iWV UelaWiYe iQdeSeQdeQce. The XVe Rf cUiWeUia VhRXld
eQable XV WR YeUif\ YaUiableV aQd WheiU cRQQecWiRQV ZiWhiQ a VeW
Zhich cRQVWiWXWeV Whe SheQRPeQRQ aV a ZhRle. HeUe Whe URle Rf Whe
iQde[ iV aQal\Wic, aQd Whe URle Rf Whe cUiWeUiRQ iV V\QWheWic.

ThiV claVVic idea VXSSRVeV Whe e[iVWeQce Rf a conWinXXm deWeUPiQed
b\ SaUaPeWeUV (WhXV SRVVeVViQg a ceUWaiQ QXPbeU Rf diPeQViRQV).
HRZeYeU, Whe VWUaWegic YaUiable iQWURdXceV diVcRQWiQXiW\. IW fRcXVeV
RQ Whe fXWXUe. IW SRiQWV WR iQeYiWable RSWiRQV, ZiWh all Whe (lRQg-WeUP
QegaWiYe aQd SRViWiYe) cRQVeTXeQceV aQd UiVkV chRice iPSlieV. Of
QeceVViW\ WheUe aUe VeYeUal VWUaWegic YaUiableV, all PXWXall\
iQcRPSaWible (aQd if Whe\ ZeUe QRW, WheUe ZRXld be QR RSWiRQV, QR
cleaU-cXW deciViRQV VSelliQg RXW ZhaW iV SRVVible, cRPPiWWiQg Whe
fXWXUe aQd XQfRldiQg iQ a SUeSlaQQed VeTXeQce: QR WacWic aQd QR
VWUaWeg\). If Whe\ fail WR deWeUPiQe WheiU SRViWiRQ iQ a VSeciɹc
cRQjXQcWXUe Rf WheiU VWUaWegic YaUiableV, bXViQeVVeV, lRcal gURXSV aQd
SRliWical SaUWieV Zill be XQable WR gUaVS ZhaW aQd ZheUe Whe\ aUe.



AQal\ViV Rf WheVe VWUaWegic YaUiableV iV iQWeUeVWiQg iQ WZR UeVSecWV,
WheRUeWical aQd SUacWical. WhaW iW XQcRYeUV Zill helS XV WR geW WR
kQRZ aQd WR XQdeUVWaQd Whe SURblePV faciQg Whe gURXSiQgV aQd
XQiWV, aQd cRQVeTXeQWl\ Whe chaQgeV iQ Whe RɽQg. IW Zill alVR allRZ
XV WR acW XSRQ WheP, b\ PRdif\iQg WheiU VWUaWegic YaUiableV, RSWiRQV
aQd VhifWV iQ diUecWiRQ.

ThXV, b\ diVWiQgXiVhiQg beWZeeQ sWrXcWXral aQd conjXncWXral
YaUiableV PRUe SUeciVel\ WhaQ befRUe, Ze aUe iQWURdXciQg
diVcRQWiQXiW\. AV iW haSSeQV, WhiV diVWiQcWiRQ iV alUead\ kQRZQ aQd
acceSWed, bXW iQ a Za\ Zhich iV fUeTXeQWl\ UaWheU YagXe. IQ
SUiQciSle, VWUXcWXUal YaUiableV aʃecW Whe PRVW VWable SaUW Rf Whe
SheQRPeQRQ XQdeU cRQVideUaWiRQ, iWV ceQWUe RU ¶eVVeQce·, iWV
UegXlaWed QXcleXV, i.e., Whe SaUW gRYeUQed b\ laZV eQcRPSaVViQg iQ a
geQeUal Za\ Whe SURceVVeV Rf iQWeUQal balaQce aQd Velf-UegXlaWiRQ,
aQd WhXV Rf VWabili]aWiRQ aQd VWUXcWXUi]aWiRQ. CRQYeUVel\,
cRQjXQcWXUal YaUiableV aUe a PaWWeU Rf liQkV aQd UelaWiRQV, accideQWV
aQd iQWeUacWiRQV. IQ VhRUW, Whe\ aUe WR dR ZiWh Whe cRQVeTXeQceV Rf
Whe SURceVV Rf becRPiQg, aQd ZiWh Whe cRQWe[W be\RQd Whe ZhRle
SheQRPeQRQ Ze aUe cRQVideUiQg. B\ bUeakiQg VWUXcWXUeV XS (b\
deVWUXcWXUiQg WheP), WheVe cRQVeTXeQceV Pa\ PRdif\ Whe
SheQRPeQRQ; Whe\ Pa\ eYeQ chaQge iW cRPSleWel\. TheVe
cRQjXQcWXUal YaUiableV aUe VRPeWiPeV VXbRUdiQaWed, VRPeWiPeV
dRPiQaQW aQd deciViYe; iQ Whe ɹUVW caVe, Whe XQiW XQdeU VcUXWiQ\ Zill
be PaiQWaiQed aQd cRQVRlidaWed; iQ Whe VecRQd, iWV XQiW\ Zill be
bURkeQ XS aQd iW Zill lRVe iWV ZhRleQeVV aV aQ eQWiW\ RU QXcleXV.

We Zill UeWXUQ WR Whe UelaWiRQ beWZeeQ ¶cRQjXQcWXUe· aQd
¶VWUXcWXUe· laWeU. FRU Whe WiPe beiQg leW XV RbVeUYe WhaW Ze eQYiVage a
dialecWical PRYePeQW beWZeeQ Whe WZR WeUPV: a cRQɻicW dXUiQg
Zhich RQe cRQWURlV Whe RWheU RU iV cRQWURlled b\ iW. The cRQjXQcWXUal
iV PRUe WhaQ a PeUe VeTXeQce Rf eYeQWV aQd cRQWiQgeQcieV; iW iV Whe
SUeVVXUe Rf Whe SURceVV Rf becRPiQg RQ VWUXcWXUeV aQd WheiU
QeceVVaU\ iQclXViRQ iQ VWUaWegieV. IQ a ZRUd, iW iV hiVWRU\, iW iV
(UelaWiYe) VWabiliW\, Whe (UelaWiYel\) deɹQed, Whe (bUieɻ\) ɹ[ed, Whe
diachURQic; WhXV iW iV ZhaWeYeU Whe SURceVV Rf becRPiQg Zill fRUP,
aQd WheQ deVWUR\.



FURP WhiV aQgle Ze haYe eVWabliVhed WhaW RQe chaUacWeUiVWic Rf Whe
eYeU\da\ iV Whe facW WhaW iWV VWUaWegic YaUiableV aUe PiVcRQVWUXed,
diVgXiVed aQd laWenW, VR WR VSeak.

8 Dimensions

The cRQceSW Rf dimension cRPeV fURP PaWhePaWicV. SRcial VcieQWiVWV
XVe iW Zidel\ aQd VRPeZhaW aUbiWUaUil\. SRPeWiPeV Whe\ XVe iW WR
fRUPXlaWe geQeUaliWieV (Whe hXPaQ diPeQViRQ RU diPeQViRQV, Whe
hiVWRUical RU Whe VRciRlRgical diPeQViRQ, eWc.), aQd VRPeWiPeV WR
calcXlaWe aQd liVW all Whe ¶diPeQViRQV· Rf Whe SheQRPeQRQ (iWV
YaUiableV) Whe\ aUe UeVeaUchiQg.

IQ PaWhePaWicV, Whe WeUP haV a SUeciVe PeaQiQg. A VSace haV RQe,
WZR, WhUee, fRXU¬ «¬ diPeQViRQV, RU, ZheQ iW VaWiVɹeV ceUWaiQ Zell-
deWeUPiQed cRQdiWiRQV, aQ iQɹQiWe QXPbeU Rf diPeQViRQV. DiPeQViRQ
iV deɹQed YeU\ UigRURXVl\. MRUeRYeU, Whe PaWhePaWiciaQ kQRZV WhaW
he caQ conceiYe Rf, bXW QRW formXlaWe, a VSace ZiWh PRUe WhaQ WhUee
diPeQViRQV (eYeQ WhRXgh iQ VcieQce ɹcWiRQ fRXU-diPeQViRQal VSace-
WiPe SaVVeV fURP Whe cRQceSWXal iQWR Whe iPagiQaU\!). The
cRUUeVSRQdeQce Rf PaWhePaWical calcXlaWiRQV ZiWh Sh\Vical UealiW\
SRVeV a ceUWaiQ QXPbeU Rf SURblePV, PaQ\ Rf Zhich haYe QRW \eW
beeQ UeVRlYed ² faU fURP iW.15

OQ Whe SUeWe[W Rf UejecWiQg RU liPiWiQg fRUPaliVP, VhRXld Ze
fRUbid Whe VRcial VcieQWiVW WR Wake a diVWiQcW hXPaQ XQiW aQd aWWUibXWe
¶degUeeV Rf fUeedRP· WR iW, RU WR iQclXde VRPe VSeciɹc hXPaQ eYeQW
iQ a VeW Rf SURbabiliWieV Zhich haYe beeQ calcXlaWed fURP h\SRWheVeV
deWeUPiQiQg Whe ɹeld Rf SRVVibiliWieV aQd ɹ[iQg Whe diVWUibXWiRQ Rf
SURbabiliWieV ZiWh [ QXPbeU Rf diPeQViRQV acURVV Whe VeW aV a ZhRle?
OQ Whe cRQWUaU\. NeYeUWheleVV Whe VRcial VcieQWiVW PXVW Ueali]e WhaW
WheVe cRQVideUaWiRQV UePaiQ ZiWhiQ Whe fRUPal dRPaiQ aQd aUe a
ZiQdRZ RQ WR Whe UealiW\ XQdeU VcUXWiQ\, UaWheU WhaQ a PeaQV Rf
e[haXVWiQg iW.

The TXeVWiRQ Rf ¶diPeQViRQV· haV beeQ RbVcXUed b\ Whe Yeil Rf
RbfXVcaWiRQ Zhich haV VhURXded aQd diVWRUWed dialecWical WhRXghW.
NeYeU befRUe haV VR PXch beeQ Vaid abRXW dialecWic aQd QeYeU



befRUe haV iW beeQ VR liWWle XQdeUVWRRd. BefRUe, WhRXghW ZaV RfWeQ
VSRQWaQeRXVl\ dialecWical, aQd WhXV iW ZaV ZRUkiQg iQ Whe daUk. The
SaVVage fURP aQal\Wic XQdeUVWaQdiQg WR dialecWical UeaVRQ ZaV
eʃecWed ZiWhRXW aQ\ cRQVideUed aZaUeQeVV, aQd \eW WheUe ZaV PRUe
dialecWical PRYePeQW iQ WhiQkiQg aQd iQ Whe Za\ cRQceSWV ZeUe
XVed16 WhaQ WheUe iV WRda\, ZheQ dialecWic iV Whe faVhiRQ aPRQg
ShilRVRSheUV aQd elVeZheUe (abRYe all ¶elVeZheUe·).

TheUe aSSeaUV WR be a PiVXQdeUVWaQdiQg XQdeUl\iQg WhiV
RbfXVcaWiRQ, aQd iW iV iPSRUWaQW WR cleaU iW XS. DialecWic aQd dialogXe
haYe SRiQWV iQ cRPPRQ. NRZ dialRgXe, like dialecWic, iV iQ faVhiRQ,
aQd ZiWh gRRd UeaVRQ. WhR dReV QRW eQgage iQ dialRgXe, RU dReV QRW
WU\ WR? WhR dReV QRW Walk abRXW dialRgXe? WhR dReV QRW WU\ WR
cRPPXQicaWe, WR cRPPXQicaWe ZhaW Whe\ WhiQk, WR eQWeU iQWR
cRPPXQicaWiRQ? WiWhRXW deYelRSiQg Whe idea aQ\ fXUWheU heUe, Ze
ZRXld Pake Whe RbVeUYaWiRQ WhaW WhiV ePShaViV RQ dialRgXe cRPeV
ZiWh a SURfRXQd dRXbW abRXW iWV SRVVibiliW\; iWV PeaQV aQd
PediaWiRQV ² aQd WheVe iQclXde laQgXage aQd UeaVRQ acWiYe ZiWhiQ
LRgRV ² aUe bURXghW iQWR TXeVWiRQ aQd WheiU liPiWV aUe UeYealed. IV
QRW laQgXage aV RSaTXe aV iW iV WUaQVSaUeQW? IV iW QRW a Slace Rf
PiVXQdeUVWaQdiQgV, PiViQWeUSUeWaWiRQV aQd PiVUeSUeVeQWaWiRQV?
CRXld QRW SeUfecW aQd SeUfecWl\ cRheUeQW diVcRXUVe, WRWal diVcRXUVe ²
Whe diVcRXUVe Rf Whe ShilRVRSheU aV iW iV WUadiWiRQall\ SeUceiYed ² be
a PeWalaQgXage? AUe WheUe QRW VeYeUal leYelV Rf cRPPXQicaWiRQ aQd
Ueali]aWiRQ, ZiWh laQgXage beiQg jXVW RQe Rf WheVe leYelV Rf
e[SeUieQce, Zhich iV QRW Velf-VXɽcieQW aQd dReV QRW VXɽce iQ RUdeU
WR cRPPXQicaWe, aQd eYeQ leVV iQ RUdeU WR Ueali]e ZhaW haV beeQ
Vaid (aQd ZhaW haV QRW beeQ Vaid) iQ SUa[iV? IQ RXU YieZ Whe
SUiYilege accRUded WR laQgXage iQ cRQWePSRUaU\ WhRXghW, aQd alVR iQ
aUW, iV Whe eTXiYaleQW Rf a feWiVhiVP. LaQgXage iV VRPeWhiQg RWheU
WhaQ a PeaQV Rf cRPPXQicaWiRQ: VRPeWhiQg PRUe aQd VRPeWhiQg
leVV. The WRUd iV QRW a ¶beiQg·. TakeQ aV a ViPSle PeaQV RU
cRQVideUed aV aQ abVRlXWe, laQgXage PaQifeVWV iWVelf aV alieQaWiQg
aQd alieQaWed; SUiYileged, h\SRVWaci]ed (ZiWh RU ZiWhRXW
cRPPXQicaWiRQ aQd PeaQiQg), iW chaQgeV iQWR a WhiQg. IW UeiɹeV aQd
becRPeV Ueiɹed. ThiV feWiVhiVP diVgXiVeV Ueal hXPaQ UelaWiRQV, ɹUVW



WhaW Rf cRPPXQicaWiRQV, aQd VecRQd WhaW Rf Whe Ueali]iQg iQ
eYeU\da\ life (aQd iQ Whe ¶liYed·) Rf ZhaW iV Vaid aQd ZhaW iV PeaQW.

SXSSRVedl\, dialRgXe XQfRldV beWZeeQ WZo sXbjecWs (aQ\ RWheU
WeUPV aUe PeaQV aQd PediaWiRQV ZiWhRXW a VSeciɹc UealiW\). TheVe
WZR VXbjecWV aUe WhRXghW WR deWeUPiQe each RWheU gUaPPaWicall\ aQd
VWUXcWXUall\: I aQd \RX, Ze aQd \RX. QXiWe ViPSl\, WhiV PRdel fRUgeWV
WhaW WheUe aUe neYer onl\ WZo Weems (WZR VXbjecWV) iQYRlYed. The
WhiUd, Whe oWher, iV alZa\V SUeVeQW. Wh\ VSeak, Zh\ ePSlR\ fRUPV Rf
cRPPXQicaWiRQ aQd laQgXage iQ Whe acW Rf XWWeUaQce, if iW iV QRW WR
Uid RXUVelYeV Rf aQ XQeaViQeVV, i.e., Rf hiddeQ RU UecRgQi]ed
iQWeQWiRQV, challeQgeV aQd VXVSiciRQV, VR WhaW Whe acW Rf
cRPSUeheQdiQg ePeUgeV fURP aQ iQcRPSUeheQViRQ, Zhich iQ facW iV
QeYeU cRPSleWel\ eUadicaWed? LiYiQg dialRgXe illXPiQaWeV a
PiVXQdeUVWaQdiQg, ZiWhRXW Zhich WheUe ZRXld be QRWhiQg WR Va\ iQ
aQ\ caVe, aQd Zhich SURYideV Whe ¶PaWWeU· Whe VXbjecWV ZRUk RQ iQ a
dialRgXe ViWXaWiRQ. ThiV ¶PaWWeU· iV bRWh Whe ¶PaWeUial· Zhich iV beiQg
e[SUeVVed (hiddeQ ePRWiRQV, SRRUl\ UeYealed RSiQiRQV, V\PbRlV) aQd
Whe ¶PaWeUial· PeaQV Rf e[SUeVViQg WheP (Whe Za\ ZRUdV aUe XVed,
iQWeQWiRQV, iQWellecWXal RSeUaWRUV, YiVible SURcedXUeV, PaQifeVW
SaWWeUQV Rf behaYiRXU).

ThiV PiVXQdeUVWaQdiQg UeQdeUV dialRgXe eVVeQWial aQd \eW diɽcXlW,
SRVVible bXW fUeTXeQWl\ dRRPed WR failXUe. WheUe dR iWV hiddeQ URRWV
lie? FiUVW, iQ laQgXage, iQ Whe ZRUdV XVed aQd iQ Whe Za\ Whe\ aUe
XVed, iQ Whe V\PbRlV XVed aQd Whe iQWeQWiRQV behiQd WheiU XVe. AQd
alVR iQ Whe V\VWePV Rf UefeUeQce, Zhich geQeUall\ UePaiQ XQcleaU.
AQd alVR, aQd abRYe all, iQ Whe oWher: Whe VSecWaWRU (Ueal RU
ɹcWiWiRXV), Whe liVWeQeU (SUeVeQW RU YiUWXal). BeWZeeQ ¶\RX· aQd ¶Pe·,
beWZeeQ ¶Ze· aQd ¶\RX·, WheUe iV alUead\ aQRWheU, ¶he· aQd ¶Whe\·,
¶Vhe· aQd ¶Whe\·, ¶Whe\· aQd ¶RQe·. SRPe SeRSle call WhiV OWheU
¶VRcieW\·, RU Whe ¶PRUal diPeQViRQ· RU ¶YalXeV·. BelieYeUV call iW GRd RU
Whe DeYil, aQd SV\chRaQal\VWV call iW ¶Whe FaWheU·. IW iV clRVe iQ
laQgXage aQd diVWaQW iQ ¶V\VWePV·, ¶fUaPeZRUkV·, ¶UegXlaWRU\
behaYiRXU SaWWeUQV· ² aQd agaiQ, iQ Whe fRUPal UXleV gRYeUQiQg
RSSRViWiRQ aQd cRQfURQWaWiRQ, Whe UXleV Rf WacWicV aQd VWUaWegieV. AV
fRU ShilRVRSheUV, Whe\ haYe VRPe YeU\ beaXWifXl QaPeV fRU WhiV
iQclXded, e[clXded ThiUd PaUW\: WUaQVceQdeQce, PiQd, WhRXghW,



beiQg, WRWaliW\. All Rf WheVe aUe cRUUecW: WheUe caQ be QR dialRgXe
ZiWhRXW a WhiUd SaUW\, WheUe caQ be QR UelaWiRQ beWZeeQ WZR ZiWhRXW
Whe RWheU. BXW Whe\ aUe alVR all iQcRUUecW: QRQe Rf Whe QaPeV iV
adeTXaWe.

OQce iW iV UeVWUicWed WR WZR YRiceV, a dialRgXe ceaVeV; ZRUdV aUe
lackiQg, WheUe iV QR cRPPRQ PeeWiQg gURXQd. All WhaW UePaiQ aUe
cUieV aQd VileQce, cUieV Zhich Pa\ e[SUeVV VRliWXde aQd VileQce
Zhich Pa\ e[SUeVV a SURfRXQd XQdeUVWaQdiQg, RU iWV RSSRViWe. IQWR
Whe WZR WeUPV (ZiWh Whe VecRQd) I iQWURdXce Whe ThiUd PaUW\. IW iV
SaUW Rf Whe ¶SUeVeQce·; iW WakeV SaUW. EYeQ iQ Whe PRVW delicaWe
cRQYeUVaWiRQ beWZeeQ lRYeUV, iW ¶iV· alUead\ WheUe: Whe call Rf feaU RU
Rf deViUe, feaU Rf VRcieW\ (fRU iWV aSSURYal aQd cRQVeQW), feaU (RU
hRSe) Rf haYiQg a child, ZaiWiQg fRU deVWiQ\, fRU SaVViRQ. AV fRU Whe
PRQRlRgXe Rf challeQge, adYeQWXUe RU deViUe, iW iV alUead\ a dialRgXe
ZiWh a Ueal RU ɹcWiWiRXV SaUWQeU, aQd alVR a dialRgXe beWZeeQ Whe
agon aQd Whe alea, Zhich iQWURdXceV deaWh aV a WhiUd WeUP. The WhiUd
WeUP iV alZa\V WhaW Zhich iV SRVVible, aQd iW iV WhiV SRVVibiliW\ WhaW
cUeaWeV Whe cRPPRQ PeaVXUe beWZeeQ Whe WZR WeUPV RU diVWiQcW
VXbjecWV iQ ¶Whe Ueal· (Whe acWXal, ZhaW iV SUeVeQW, SUeVeQce), WhaW
bRWh eQableV aQd cRPSURPiVeV WheiU PXWXal XQdeUVWaQdiQg b\
ViPXlWaQeRXVl\ cUeaWiQg PiVXQdeUVWaQdiQg aQd Whe SRVVibiliW\ Rf
eYeQWXal agUeePeQW.

HRZ cRXld WheUe be aUW, SReWU\ aQd WheaWUe if dialRgXeV iQ
eYeU\da\ life ZeUe liPiWed WR WZR YRiceV? If WhiV ZeUe Whe caVe, Whe
ZRUdV Rf WZR lRYeUV, WZR allieV RU WZR UiYalV, WZR fUieQdV RU WZR
eQePieV WalkiQg WR each RWheU RQ Whe VWage iQ fURQW Rf Whe WhiUd SaUW\
(XV, Whe SXblic), ZRXld VcUeaP Rf PeQdaciW\. If WhiV ZeUe Whe caVe
aQd if SXUe dialRgXe had aQ\ VeQVe, ¶WheP· aQd ¶XV· ZRXld Wake Slace
iQ RQe ZRUld, aQd ¶I· aQd ¶\RX· iQ aQRWheU; WheUe ZRXld be QeiWheU
VRcieW\ QRU laQgXage; cRPPXQicaWiRQ ZRXld QRW be a fRUP Rf VRcial
SUacWice. OU elVe cRPPXQicaWiRQ ZRXld be a fRUP ZiWhRXW cRQWeQW:
ZiWh QRWhiQg WR Va\, ZiWhRXW Whe baUUieU Rf RSaTXeQeVV WR RYeUcRPe,
ZiWhRXW aQ\ PiVXQdeUVWaQdiQg WR claUif\. OU elVe cRPPXQicaWiRQ
ZRXld cRQVWiWXWe iWV RZQ cRQWeQW: VSeakiQg fRU VSeakiQg·V Vake,
UeɻecWiQg iWV RZQ YeUbal UeɻecWiRQ.



The OWheU aQd Whe ThiUd PaUW\ aUe iQheUeQW iQ dialRgXe; Whe\
deWeUPiQe iW aQd liPiW iW. FRUeYeU iQYRked aQd fRUeYeU diVcaUded,
eYRcaWiYe aQd eYRked, Whe ThiUd PaUW\ QeYeU cRPSleWel\ eQWeUV iQWR
Whe acWXaliW\ Rf Whe iQWeUYieZ, iQ Whe SUeVeQce aQd Whe SUeVeQW. IW
QeYeU e[haXVWV iWVelf. IQ iWVelf, Whe ThiUd PaUW\ iV iQɹQiWel\ cRPSle[.
IW iV iQɹQiWe aQal\ViV ² a h\SRWheWical idea Zhich PXVW be haQdled
ZiWh caUe, Ze VhRXld add. The chaUacWeUiVWicV Rf Whe ThiUd PaUW\ aUe
becRPiQg PRUe aSSaUeQW; iW iV PRUe, RU iW iV leVV: PRUe RU leVV
iPSRUWaQW, iPPiQeQW, RSSUeVViYe. SRPeWiPeV PRdelV dRPiQaWe,
VRPeWiPeV V\PbRlV, VRPeWiPeV RQe SaUWicXlaU iPage RU
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ, aQd QRZ aQd agaiQ ¶VRPeWhiQg· PRUe RbVcXUe. ThiV
iPPiQeQce ZeighV dRZQ RQ Whe dialRgXe, diUecWiQg iW aQd UegXlaWiQg
iW. IW iV VWURQgeU WhaQ Whe PiQdV Zhich aUe e[chaQgiQg ZRUdV, i.e., iW
iV VRPeWhiQg PRUe WhaQ ZRUdV alRQe, VRPeWhiQg PRUe WhaQ ¶beiQg·.
The OWheU alZa\V VSillV RYeU fURP Whe acW, i.e., fURP Whe UealiW\ Rf
Whe dialRgXe. The lRYeU, Whe SReW, Whe acWRU ² Whe\ all e[haXVW
WhePVelYeV iQ WheiU eʃRUW WR e[haXVW Whe SRVVibiliWieV Rf dialRgXe.
The\ ZRXld like Whe acW aQd Whe ZRUdV, Whe Ueal aQd Whe laQgXage
Whe\ aUe XViQg, WR cRiQcide; aV if b\ Pagic Whe\ ZRXld like WR Pake
LRgRV eʃecWiYe aQd WR WeaU iW fURP iWV liPiWV WR Pake iW cRiQcide ZiWh
life; bXW heUe WRR Whe\ aUe VWill acWiQg: Whe\ UeVRUW WR RYeUdUaPaWic
geVWXUeV. If Whe\ ZeUe WR achieYe WheiU aiP, Whe\ ZRXld kill Rʃ WheiU
VRXUce Rf life: e[SUeVViYiW\. All ZRXld be VileQce.

ThURXgh aQ iQiWial aQd SUedicWable PiVXQdeUVWaQdiQg, dialecWic
SUeVeQWV iWVelf aV dialRgXe: ZiWh WZo WeUPV, WZR dimensions. ThXV
aQal\Wic XQdeUVWaQdiQg UedXceV dialecWical PRYePeQW WR aQ
RSSRViWiRQ. IQ Hegel, hRZeYeU, ZheQeYeU WheUe aUe WZR WeUPV RU WZR
YRiceV ² Whe PaVWeU aQd Whe VlaYe, fRU e[aPSle ² WheiU cRQɻicW
alZa\V cRQWaiQV a WhiUd WeUP, bRUQ ZiWhiQ aQd fURP WhaW cRQɻicW, aQ
acWiYe VXSeUVeVViRQ: cRQVciRXVQeVV iWVelf. The UedXcWiRQ Rf Whe
dialecWical UelaWiRQ WR WZR diPeQViRQV iV accRPSaQied b\ a
cRQfXViRQ beWZeeQ dialecWical WhRXghW aQd lRgical WhRXghW, Zhich
haV iWV RZQ PeWhRdV (diVjXQcWiRQ, dichRWRP\, diVWiQcWiRQV beWZeeQ
geQXV aQd VSecieV, eWc.). ThiV cRQfXViRQ haV VWeUili]ed dialecWical
WhRXghW, Zhich haV becRPe XQable WR gUaVS PRYePeQWV cRQcUeWel\;
RQ Whe RWheU haQd, iW haV beeQ YeU\ fUXiWfXl fRU lRgical WhRXghW,



Zhich haV VXSeUVeded AUiVWRWeliaQiVP aQd haV cUeaWed a PXlWiSliciW\
Rf RSeUaWiRQal WechQiTXeV iQ Zhich biQaU\ (WZR-WeUP) RSSRViWiRQV
aQd UelaWiRQV, iQclXdiQg cRPSlePeQWaUiW\, iQWeUacWiRQ, UeciSURciW\,
eWc., Sla\ a PajRU URle.

TR eliPiQaWe WhiV cRQfXViRQ, Ze Zill XVe Whe idea Rf leYel. We Qeed
WR diVWiQgXiVh WhUee leYelV: formal logic aQd pXre formali]aWion
(iQclXdiQg a[iRPaWi]aWiRQ); WZo-dimensional dialecWical logic
(iQclXdiQg Whe RSeUaWiRQal WechQiTXeV Rf cRPSlePeQWaUiW\,
SRlaUi]aWiRQ, UeciSURciW\ aQd iQWeUacWiRQ); aQd Whree-dimensional
dialecWical moYemenWs. AQal\Wical aQd lRgical WhRXghW Pa\ aWWack
WheVe PRYePeQWV iQ a YaUieW\ Rf Za\V iQ RUdeU WR UedXce WheP WR
VileQce, bXW iW QeYeU VXcceedV iQ e[haXVWiQg WheP.

WheQ Ze e[aPiQe Whe bUeadWh aQd deSWh Rf SUa[iV b\ RSeUaWiQg a
YirWical VecWiRQ (Zhich cXWV WhURXgh aQd UeYealV Whe VWUaWa
VXSeUiPSRVed b\ WiPe: Whe diachURQic) aQd a hori]onWal VecWiRQ
(Zhich cXWV WhURXgh aQd UeYealV Whe acWXal: Whe V\QchURQic, Whe
VWUXcWXUed), iW Zill RQl\ aʃRUd XV kQRZledge if Ze UelaWe iW WR a WhiUd
WeUP: a SURceVV. OQl\ a PRYePeQW like WhiV, a groZWh RU a
deYelopmenW fRU e[aPSle, caQ Pake VXch RSeUaWiRQal SURcedXUeV
SeUPiVVible, giYeQ Whe daQgeUV Rf UaQdRPQeVV aQd Whe daPage WhaW
VXch VecWiRQV caQ dR. OQl\ Whe WhiUd WeUP caQ giYe PeaQiQg WR
aQal\Wical WechQiTXeV Zhich UedXce deVWiQ\ WR WZR diPeQViRQV RU a
ViQgle RQe.

We caQ QRZ VXP XS Whe TXeVWiRQ Rf diPeQViRQV:
a) Dimension ONE. ThiV iV Whe diPeQViRQ Rf aQal\Wic XQdeUVWaQdiQg

aQd fRUPal lRgic. AQal\Wic abVWUacWiRQ RQl\ cRPSUiVeV RQe aVSecW,
RQe elePeQW, RQe YaUiable. WheQ aSSlied WR aQ RbjecW, fRUPal lRgic
leadV WR XQilaWeUaliW\. IQ ZhaW SXUSRUWV WR be aQ iQ-deSWh e[SlRUaWiRQ
Rf Whe VelecWed aVSecW, Whe WeQdeQc\ iV alPRVW alZa\V WR SUiYilege iW,
aQd WR WUaQVfRUP iW iQWR a PechaQicall\ dRPiQaQW ¶facWRU· RU aQ
RQWRlRgical ¶eVVeQce·. IW iV WhXV Whe faYRXUiWe diPeQViRQ Rf
dRgPaWiVP; dRgPaWiVP VeWV XS hRPe WheUe; iW UedXceV eYeU\WhiQg
(Whe WRWaliW\) WR a ViQgle diPeQViRQ: WR XQilaWeUaliW\, ZheUe VXSSRVed
claUiW\ iV iQ facW a PXWilaWiRQ.

HRZeYeU, aQal\ViV Rf aQ\ cRPSUeheQViYe PXlWidiPeQViRQal
SheQRPeQRQ PXVW bUeak iW XS iQWR ¶fRUPaQWV·; WhiV RSeUaWiRQ iV



eVVeQWial. We aUe dXW\ bRXQd WR Pake diVcUeWe VWXdieV Rf VRcial WiPe,
VRcial VSace, ecRlRg\, dePRgUaSh\, QRUPV, PRdelV, UegXlaWRU\
behaYiRXU SaWWeUQV, eYeU\da\ life, eWc. NeYeUWheleVV, ceUWaiQ
PeWhRdRlRgical SUiQciSleV aUe iPSeUaWiYe: WR ɹghW agaiQVW
XQilaWeUaliW\; WR UeVWRUe aQal\ViV iQ iWV eQWiUeW\; WR Pake diVWiQcWiRQV
ZiWhRXW VeSaUaWiQg bXW alVR ZiWhRXW PXddliQg. NRW WR WhiQk WhaW
eYeU\WhiQg iV iQ eYeU\WhiQg, aQd QRW WR WhiQk WhaW eYeU\WhiQg iV
e[WeUQal WR eYeU\WhiQg. NRW WR RYeUePShaVi]e diʃeUeQce, aQd QRW WR
RYeUePShaVi]e XQiW\; WR haQdle aQal\ViV SUXdeQWl\ aQd V\QWheViV
ZiWh VXVSiciRQ¬«

b) Dimension TWO. AbRYe all elVe, WhiV iV Whe diPeQViRQ Rf
dialecWical lRgic, Whe UealP Rf diVjXQcWiRQV, PXWXal e[clXViRQV,
dichRWRPieV, i.e., WhRVe RSeUaWiRQal WechQiTXeV Zhich eQable XV WR
deɹQe aQd WR gUaVS SRlaUi]ed UelaWiRQV, UeciSURciWieV aQd
iQWeUacWiRQV. IQ RXU RSiQiRQ, Whe VWXd\ Rf (UelaWiYe) VWabiliWieV,
VWUXcWXUeV, aQd (UelaWiYe) cRQVWaQWV VhRXld giYe SUiRUiW\ WR WheVe WZR-
WeUP UelaWiRQV.17 The\ allRZ XV WR gUaVS aQd WR deɹQe (UelaWiYe aQd
PRPeQWaU\) balaQceV aQd (SURYiViRQal) Velf-UegXlaWiRQV. The\ alVR
e[SlaiQ Zh\ VcieQWiɹc kQRZledge PakeV XVe Rf biQaU\ aUiWhPeWic,
PaWUi[eV aQd dRXble-eQWU\ WableV, gUidV, alWeUQaWiQg (RSeQiQg aQd
clRViQg) WechQiTXeV, TXeVWiRQV ZiWh \eV-RU-QR aQVZeUV, eWc. ThiV aUea
iV QRW SXUel\ fRUPal; PRUe e[acWl\, Whe fRUPal iV alVR SaUW Rf Whe Ueal,
XS WR a ceUWaiQ SRiQW. DichRWRPieV aQd RSSRViWiRQV RQ aQ abVWUacW
SlaQe cRUUeVSRQd WR SUacWical RSeUaWiRQV: bifXUcaWiRQV, VhifWV Rf
diUecWiRQ, alWeUQaWiRQV, Whe SUeVeQce RU abVeQce Rf a WhiQg deɹQed aV
a WhiQg (aV a VWabiliW\). MRUe bURadl\, WheUe iV a lRgic Rf acWiRQ, Rf
Zill, i.e., deciViRQ lRgic. TheUe aUe RSWiRQV aQd chRiceV. ¶EiWheU WhiV
RU WhaW.· AV Ze kQRZ, laQgXage alRQe UeTXiUeV Pe WR SURQRXQce RQe
ShRQePe aV RSSRVed WR aQRWheU, WhXV e[clXdiQg Whe RWheU b\
eQXQciaWiQg a diʃeUeQW RQe iQ iWV Slace. TR be eʃecWiYe Ze PXVW
Pake cleaU diVWiQcWiRQV beWZeeQ SRVVibiliWieV aQd beWZeeQ UelaWiRQV
(bXW WhiV dReV QRW PeaQ WhaW WheUe Zill QRW be ZaiWiQg SeUiRdV
dXUiQg Zhich ViWXaWiRQV chaQge aQd ¶PaWXUe·, RU dela\V aQd
WePSRUi]aWiRQV, iPSaWieQce, aWWePSWV aW cRPSURPiVe, cRQciliaWiRQ,
V\QWheViV, eWc.). DeciViRQ lRgic haV beeQ deYelRSed b\ RSeUaWiRQal
UeVeaUch aQd b\ gaPeV WheRU\. IQfRUPaWiRQ WheRU\ haV e[SlaiQed aQ



aVSecW Rf VRcial SUacWice iQ cRPPXQicaWiRQV Zhich iV fRUPal, aQd aW
Whe VaPe WiPe Ueal. AW WhiV leYel a disconWinXoXs aVSecW Rf SUa[iV
becRPeV eYideQW, Zhich cRPSUiVeV calcXlaWiRQV cRQceUQiQg diVcUeWe
XQiWV (TXaliWaWiYe PaWhePaWicV) aQd Whe cRQcRPiWaQW RSeUaWiRQal
WechQiTXeV. ThiV diVcRQWiQXRXV aVSecW caQ be eQXPeUaWed, aQd WhXV
iW caQ be e[haXVWed. EYeU\ UealiW\ Zhich iV cRQVideUed WR be Pade XS
Rf a deWeUPiQable QXPbeU Rf diVcUeWe XQiWV caQ be e[haXVWed iQ a
ɹQiWe QXPbeU Rf TXeVWiRQV ZiWh \eV-RU-QR aQVZeUV, aQd cRQVeTXeQWl\
iQ a ɹQiWe QXPbeU Rf VigQV RU Rf ZRUdV.

c) Dimension THREE. TUidiPeQViRQaliW\ iV Whe leYel Rf dialecWical
PRYePeQWV, RU PRUe e[acWl\ Whe leYel ZheUe UealiW\ iWVelf iV gUaVSed.
TiPe aQd WiPe agaiQ Ze haYe deWeUPiQed WUidiPeQViRQaliWieV iQ Whe
kQRZledge Rf hXPaQ UealiW\: Qeed²ZRUk²SleaVXUe, dR²Va\²liYe, Whe
cRQWURlled VecWRU ² Whe XQcRQWURlled VecWRU ² Whe Pi[ed VecWRU, eWc.,
aQd Ze Zill haYe caXVe WR dR VR agaiQ.

NeYeUWheleVV iW ZRXld be iQcRUUecW WR VWaWe WhaW ZiWh
WUidiPeQViRQaliW\ kQRZledge fXll\ gUaVSV Whe ¶cRQWiQXRXV·, Whe
¶cRQcUeWe· RU Whe dialecWical PRYePeQW SeU Ve. SXch a VWaWePeQW
ZRXld feWiVhi]e WUidiPeQViRQaliW\ aQd ZRXld be PeWaSh\Vical RU
WheRlRgical. WhaW iV PRUe, Whe diVWiQcWiRQ beWZeeQ diPeQViRQV
alUead\ iPSlieV aQal\ViV. TUidiPeQViRQaliW\ eQcRPSaVVeV a fRUPal
fUaPeZRUk: Whe WhUee diPeQViRQV Rf VSace, Whe WhUee diPeQViRQV Rf
WiPe (befRUe, dXUiQg, afWeU), Whe WhUee SURQRPiQal gURXSV iQ Whe
gUaPPaWical e[SUeVViRQ Rf VRcial UelaWiRQV (I aQd \RX, Ze aQd \RX,
Whe\ aQd WheP). ThiV fRUPal fUaPeZRUk UePaiQV UelaWiYel\ cRQVWaQW
aQd VWUXcWXUal aW Whe heaUW Rf a VeePiQgl\ iQɹQiWe PRbiliW\.

HXman realiW\ makes iWself knoZn Wridimensionall\. IQ Whe
ShilRVRShical WUadiWiRQ, WUiSliciW\ aSSeaUV fURP Whe YeU\ VWaUW: bRd\,
VRXl, PiQd; VeQVibiliW\, XQdeUVWaQdiQg, Zill, eWc. TheVe claVVic
WUiSliciWieV UeYeUbeUaWe iQ eYeU\ dRPaiQ: feeliQg, SeUceSWiRQ,
cRQceSWXali]aWiRQ; cRlRXU, iQWeQViW\, VaWXUaWiRQ Rf SeUceSWiRQV Rf
lighW; SiWch, YRlXPe, WiPbUe; Uh\WhP, PelRd\, haUPRQ\, eWc.

IQ facW, acWiRQ alVR haV WhUee diPeQViRQV. A deciViRQ cXWV; iW
VecWiRQV; iW UedXceV a cRPSle[ ViWXaWiRQ iQYRlYiQg Whe SaVW (Zhich iV
iUUeYeUVible aQd iUUePediable, bXW Zhich haV allRZed fRU Whe gaiQiQg
Rf a caSabiliW\ RU aQ ePSRZeUPeQW), ZiWh all iWV SRVVibiliWieV aQd



iPSRVVibiliWieV, WR WZR diPeQViRQV, WR Whe chRice beWZeeQ WZR
SRVVibiliWieV. The cRQɻicW beWZeeQ Whe cRQWURlled VecWRU aQd Whe
XQcRQWURlled VecWRU iV cRQVWaQWl\ UeVRlYed b\ Whe acTXiViWiRQ Rf QeZ
kQRZledge aQd QeZ ePSRZeUPeQWV, Zhich PRUeRYeU aUe alZa\V
liPiWed¬«

GUaVSed WUidiPeQViRQall\ (WhXV b\ PeaQV Rf a ceUWaiQ fRUP),
dialecWical PRYePeQW e[WeQdV be\RQd aQal\ViV; iW caQQRW be
calcXlaWed. IW eYeQ elXdeV laQgXage, ViQce Whe eʃRUWV Pade ZheQ
SeRSle VSeak aUe QRWhiQg PRUe WhaQ aWWePSWV WR bUidge Whe gaS b\
iQYeQWiQg XQe[SecWed ZRUdV aQd WXUQV Rf ShUaVe. TUidiPeQViRQaliW\
iV QRW e[haXVWed b\ ɹQiWe kQRZledge. IW fRUbidV XV WR WhiQk WhaW Ze
caQ SURceed RQl\ b\ aVkiQg TXeVWiRQV Zhich UeTXiUe \eV-RU-QR
aQVZeUV. SRRQeU RU laWeU Whe PRPeQW cRPeV ZheQ WheVe TXeVWiRQV
aQd aQVZeUV Zill lRVe all PeaQiQg, aQd ZheQ VRPeRQe Zill UeSl\:
\eV aQd QR. E[haXVWiRQ iV deaWh, bXW befRUe WhaW iW iV defeaW aQd
failXUe, UXSWXUe aQd ɹQiWeQeVV. IQ eYeU\ dRPaiQ, WUidiPeQViRQaliW\
SRiQWV WR a deWeUPiQed PRYePeQW, eQcRPSaVViQg iQWeUQal cRQɻicWV
aQd SURceediQg b\ a VXcceVViRQ Rf VXSeUVeVViRQV.

d) MXlWidimensionaliW\. ThiV becRPeV acceSWable SURYidiQg Ze
UefXVe WR feWiVhi]e WUidiPeQViRQaliW\. IQ a dialecWical aQWhURSRlRg\,
PaQ ZRXld be PXlWidiPeQViRQal, aQd Ze ZRXld be haSS\ WR gUaQW
gaPeV, fRU e[aPSle, Whe WheRUeWical digQiW\ Rf a diPeQViRQ. Each
¶diPeQViRQ· ZRXld cRUUeVSRQd WR a degUee Rf fUeedRP. HRZeYeU, if
Ze acceSW WhiV, Ze VhRXld be ZaU\ Rf VXbVWiWXWiQg Whe cRQVWiWXeQW
UelaWiRQV Rf a presence b\ a represenWaWion. We PXVW QRW VXbVWiWXWe Whe
cRQcUeWe VSace aQd WiPe Rf SUa[iV b\ a ¶cRQɹgXUaWiYe VSace·
aQalRgRXV WR Whe RQe Sh\ViciVWV XVed iQ WheiU fRUPaliVPV. A
cRQɹgXUaWiYe VSace iV QRWhiQg PRUe WhaQ aQ abVWUacW UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ
Rf WhUee-diPeQViRQal SUacWical VSace.

e) InɹniW\ of dimensions. HeUe Ze SRVe Whe SURbleP Rf QRQ-ɹQiWe
aQal\ViV. If WRWaliW\ RU ¶UealiW\· ² iQclXdiQg SRVVibiliW\, aQd WakeQ RQ
all leYelV ² SURYeV iWVelf WR be liPiWleVV iQ cRPSle[iW\ aQd iQ deSWh,
WheQ VXUel\ Ze PXVW iPiWaWe Whe PaWhePaWiciaQ aQd iQWURdXce aQ
iQɹQiW\ Rf diPeQViRQV. If ¶Whe Ueal· caQQRW be e[haXVWed iQ a ɹQiWe
VeUieV Rf liPiWed TXeVWiRQV fRUPXlaWed iQ lRgical aQd SUeciVe WeUPV,
WR Zhich Whe iQWeUYieZee caQ aQVZeU \eV RU QR, aQd if iQ RQe Za\ RU



aQRWheU Ze PXVW TXalif\ iW aV beiQg ¶QRQ-ɹQiWe·, VXUel\ Ze VhRXld
Wake WhiV iQWR accRXQW iQ Whe UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV Ze XVe.

The SURbleP gReV be\RQd RXU fUaPe Rf UefeUeQce. TheUe iV a laZ
Zhich kQRZledge VWill Rbe\V: ¶I PXVW VWRS.· SRRQeU RU laWeU iW cRPeV
WR a halW befRUe aQ RbVWacle Zhich alVR acWV aV a VXSSRUW: aQ RbjecW.
PUa[iV RYeUcRPeV iW; aQal\ViV diVVRlYeV iW XViQg RWheU PeaQV.
KQRZledge aQd SUa[iV SeUceiYe Whe QRQ-ɹQiWe aV a SRVVibiliW\, a
¶hRUi]RQ Rf hRUi]RQV·. We PXVW QRW Vee iW aV acWXal iQɹQiW\. We PXVW
Pake iQɹQiW\ UelaWiYe.

9 The idea of structure

ThiV idea ZaV UaSidl\ acceSWed b\ Whe VcieQceV. NRZ iW
SUedRPiQaWeV. TheUe iV a ZideVSUead UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ Rf UealiW\ aV a
VWUXcWXUe, fURP Zhich iW fRllRZV WhaW VcieQce iV QRWhiQg PRUe WhaQ
Whe kQRZledge Rf VWUXcWXUeV aQd Whe WUXWh Rf WheVe VWUXcWXUeV.

WheUe dReV Whe idea RUigiQaWe? HRZ cRXld iW haYe cRPe iQWR
ciUcXlaWiRQ VR UaSidl\? LeW XV liPiW RXUVelYeV WR a feZ iQiWial
e[SlaQaWiRQV. The idea Rf sWrXcWXre cRPeV aV PXch fURP Whe VRcial
VcieQceV aV iW dReV fURP PaWhePaWicV aQd Sh\VicV; MaU[ XVed iW
befRUe SRShXV Lie ZhR iQWURdXced iW iQ PaWhePaWicV iQ Whe VWXd\ Rf
WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ gURXSV, aQd alPRVW aW Whe VaPe WiPe aV SSeQceU iQ
VRciRlRg\. The WeUP VWaUWed WR becRPe ZideVSUead aURXQd 1930. IW
cRUUeVSRQdV ZiWh a geQeUal SUeRccXSaWiRQ aPRQg VcieQWiɹc WhiQkeUV,
Zhich gUeZ iQ RSSRViWiRQ WR Whe SUedRPiQaQW cRQceUQ Rf Whe
SUeYiRXV SeUiRd. ThiV ZaV cRQWiQXiVW aQd eYRlXWiRQiVW; iWV WhRXghW
deYelRSed accRUdiQg WR Whe VchePe Rf a cRQWiQXRXV SURceVV Rf
becRPiQg; iW iQWURdXced Whe SURceVV Rf becRPiQg iQWR iPPRbiliW\. IW
VWXdied fRUPV aQd fRUPaWiRQV. The WZeQWieWh ceQWXU\ haV gURZQ
iQcUeaViQgl\ SUeRccXSied ZiWh Whe diVcRQWiQXRXV. IQVWead Rf
iQWURdXciQg Whe SURceVV Rf becRPiQg iQWR ZhaW iV VWable, Whe
TXeVWiRQ iV aVked aV WR hRZ VWabiliW\ iV SRVVible aW Whe heaUW Rf Whe
SURceVV Rf becRPiQg. OWheU aVSecWV, Whe ¶VWUXcWXUiQg· aQd ¶VWUXcWXUed·
aVSecWV Rf Whe Ueal, becRPe aSSaUeQW. DUiYiQg aQal\ViV faUWheU aQd iQ



a diʃeUeQW diUecWiRQ WhaQ hiWheUWR, Whe VeaUch fRU VWUXcWXUeV UeacheV
Whe diVcUeWe aQd VWable elePeQWV Rf UealiWieV.

IW iV UeaVRQable WR WhiQk WhaW WheVe aVSecWV ² Whe SURceVV Rf
becRPiQg aQd VWabiliW\, fRUPaWiRQ aQd VWUXcWXUe ² Zill lead WR a
PRUe SURfRXQdl\ dialecWici]ed kQRZledge, Rf Zhich MaU[·V WhRXghW
SURYideV Whe PRdel. IW iV eTXall\ UeaVRQable WR VXSSRVe WhaW a ceUWaiQ
VWabili]aWiRQ Rf Whe ZRUld URXQd abRXW 1930 (ZiWh caSiWaliVP
hRldiQg iWV gURXQd, aQd VRcialiVP becRPiQg fUR]eQ iQ Whe face Rf WhiV
SeUViVWeQce) Sla\ed QR VPall SaUW iQ WheVe ¶VWUXcWXUal·
SUeRccXSaWiRQV, Zhich faciliWaWed aQd cRQWiQXe WR faciliWaWe ceUWaiQ
diVcRYeUieV, Zhile SUeVeUYiQg a ceUWaiQ XQilaWeUaliW\ iQ cRPSaUiVRQ
ZiWh a WRWali]iQg dialecWical Za\ Rf WhiQkiQg.

The idea Rf sWrXcWXre haV beeQ highl\ elabRUaWed, aQd haV had
PaQ\ XVeV, bXW WRda\ iW iV UaWheU VhRS-ZRUQ, aQd iV becRPiQg
VRPeWhiQg Rf a blXQW iQVWUXPeQW. IW iV becRPiQg cRQfXVed. IW iV
QRWiceable WhaW Whe ZRUd haV accUXed a PXlWiSliciW\ Rf PeaQiQgV aQd
WhaW ZheQ SeRSle XVe iW Whe\ aUe QeYeU cRPSleWel\ VXUe ZhaW Whe\
aUe WalkiQg abRXW. EYeQ Whe Rld aQd SRSXlaUi]ed diVWiQcWiRQ beWZeeQ
form aQd sWrXcWXre haV beeQ lRVW VighW Rf. IQ da\-WR-da\ laQgXage, a
VSheUe aQd a ciUcXPfeUeQce haYe a fRUP; a SRl\gRQ haV a VWUXcWXUe.
PXW PRUe SUeciVel\, WhiV PeaQV WhaW WheUe iV a cRQQecWiRQ beWZeeQ
fRUP aQd cRQWiQXiW\. NRZ ZhaW iV cRQWiQXRXV caQQRW be
eQXPeUaWed. OQ Whe RWheU haQd, ZheQ a WRWaliW\ iV Pade XS Rf
diVcUeWe, diVWiQcW aQd diVcRQWiQXRXV XQiWV, iW haV a VWUXcWXUe; Whe
diVcUeWe XQiWV Pake XS a cRXQWable gURXSiQg, Zhich caQ be
e[haXVWed iQ a ɹQiWe VeUieV Rf TXeVWiRQV aQVZeUable b\ \eV RU b\ QR.
IW iV e[WUePel\ cXUiRXV WR Vee aQal\Wic WhRXghW SXVhed WR e[WUePeV Rf
VRShiVWicaWiRQ aQd eQdiQg XS ZiWh YeU\ ɹQe diʃeUeQceV aQd e[WUePe
diVWiQcWiRQV, \eW aW Whe VaPe WiPe PaiQWaiQiQg VRPe YeU\ VeUiRXV
cRQfXViRQV. IQ WhiV lighW, Ze aUe alUead\ VeeiQg fRUP aQd VWUXcWXUe iQ
RSSRViWiRQ WR each RWheU. GURXSed XQdeU Whe headiQg ¶UealiW\·, Whe
cRQfXViRQ beWZeeQ form, sWrXcWXre aQd fXncWion Zill VRRQ UeYeal iWVelf
WR be RQe Rf Whe ZeakQeVVeV Zhich iPSede kQRZledge Rf Whe
eYeU\da\, Whe XQdeUVWaQdiQg Rf iWV SURblePV aQd Whe iPagiQiQg Rf iWV
SRVVible PeWaPRUShRVeV.



FURP QXPeURXV SaVViRQaWe diVcXVViRQV, V\PSRViXPV aQd VePiQaUV
RQ ¶VWUXcWXUe·, WhUee PaiQ cRQceSWiRQV ePeUge:

a) SWUXcWXUe iV ZhaW is inWelligible, iW iV essence iQ a WhiQg RU iQ a VeW
Rf SheQRPeQa. SRPeWiPeV WhiV ¶eVVeQce· iV UeSUeVeQWed
ShilRVRShicall\ aV a VRUW Rf VXbVWaQce, aQd Ze haYe aQ AUiVWRWeliaQ
eSiVWePRlRg\. IQ WhiV caVe iW iV aQ RUgaQic XQiW\, aV G. G. GUaQgeU
dePRQVWUaWeV.18 IQ WhiV cRQceSWiRQ, fRUP, fXQcWiRQ aQd VWUXcWXUe
becRPe cRPSleWe eTXiYaleQWV, ViQce WheVe WeUPV aUe cRQVideUed aV
beiQg PRUe RU leVV Whe VaPe aV Whe e[iVWeQW ¶ZhRle· RU WRWaliW\.19

b) SWUXcWXUe iV a cRQVWUXcWiRQ, ZiWh UefeUeQce WR aQ RbjecW RU a VeW
Rf RbjecWV. B\ VWXd\iQg WheP Ze e[WUaSRlaWe a s\sWem Rf cRheUeQW
UelaWiRQV, WRgeWheU ZiWh Whe WUaQVfRUPaWiRQV Zhich eQable XV WR SaVV
fURP RQe V\VWeP WR aQRWheU aQd WR gUaVS WheiU UelaWiRQV. ThXV
VWUXcWXUe iV lRcaWed RQ a ceUWaiQ leYel abRYe SheQRPeQa, bXW iW
allRZV XV WR gUaVS WheP iQ VR faU aV Whe\ haYe aQ iQQeU cRheUeQce
aQd SUeVeQW cRPbiQaWiRQV Rf ɹQiWe aQd deɹQed SURSeUWieV, i.e.,
SURbabl\ iQ VR faU aV Whe\ aQVZeU WR ceUWaiQ fXQcWiRQV (fRU e[aPSle,
PaUUiage, WR SeUSeWXaWe VRcieW\). IQ WhiV cRQceSWiRQ, VWUXcWXUe iV
WheUefRUe Whe fRUPal UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ Rf a gURXS Rf UelaWiRQV Zhich haV
beeQ cRQVWUXcWed ZiWh a YieZ WR VWXd\iQg a VeW Rf SheQRPeQa aQd a
SaUWicXlaU SURbleP Zhich cRQceUQV WheP. TheUe iV a cRQfXViRQ
beWZeeQ form aQd sWrXcWXre, bXW iW iV QR lRQgeU RQ Whe leYel Rf UealiW\,
bXW RQ Whe leYel Rf abVWUacWiRQ. SWUXcWXUe iV Whe PRdel, aQ
XQcRQVciRXV RU VXSUacRQVciRXV UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ iQ ZhaW e[iVWV.20

c) TR cRQclXde, a ɹQal cRQceSWiRQ SlaceV sWrXcWXre QeiWheU RQ Whe
leYel Rf a VXbVWaQWial ¶UealiW\·, QRU RQ WhaW Rf a cRQVWUXcWed
abVWUacWiRQ. IW cRQceiYeV Rf iW aV aQ iQWeUPediaU\ aQd a PediaWiRQ,
aQd alVR aV a UelaWiYe cRQVWaQW aW Whe heaUW Rf Whe Ueal, aV aQ XQVWable
balaQce beWZeeQ RSSRViQg fRUceV. TheUefRUe VWUXcWXUe iV QRW Velf-
VXɽcieQW. TheUe aUe fRUceV Zhich caUU\ iW aQd VXSSRUW iW fURP
beQeaWh, VR WR VSeak; RWheU fRUceV, higheU XQiWV, PaiQWaiQ aQd
cRQWURl iW fURP abRYe. IW iV a WePSRUaU\ balaQce Zhich caQ RQl\ be
cRQceiYed Rf iQ UefeUeQce WR Whe RWheU leYelV, WR Whe fRUceV aQd
cRQWe[WV. IVRlaWed aQd WakeQ SeU Ve, WheVe cRQVideUaWiRQV Rf balaQce
bUiQg XV back WR Whe iQiWial cRQceSWiRQ Rf VWUXcWXUe.



TheUe aUe VWUXcWXUeV, aQd VWUXcWXUeV cRQceal fRUceV Zhich PRdif\
WheP iQ a SeUSeWXal PRYePeQW (Rf deVWUXcWXUiQg aQd UeVWUXcWXUiQg).

Be iW SaUWial (Whe VWUXcWXUe Rf a gURXS) RU WRWal (Rf aQ eQWiUe VRcieW\), eYeU\ VRcial
VWUXcWXUe iV a SUecaUiRXV balaQce, Zhich PXVW be SeUPaQeQWl\ Ue-eVWabliVhed b\ eYeU-
UeQeZed eʃRUWV, beWZeeQ a PXlWiSliciW\ Rf hieUaUchieV aW Whe heaUW Rf a WRWal VRcial
SheQRPeQRQ ZiWh PacURVRciRlRgical chaUacWeUiVWicV, Rf Zhich iW RQl\ UeSUeVeQWV a ViQgle
VecWRU RU aVSecW¬ «¬ ThiV balaQce beWZeeQ PXlWiSle hieUaUchieV iV VWUeQgWheQed aQd
cePeQWed b\ PRdelV, VigQV, V\PbRlV, VRcial URleV, YalXeV aQd ideaV, iQ VhRUW b\ Whe
cXlWXUal ZRUkV Zhich aUe VSeciɹc WR WheVe VWUXcWXUeV.21

If Ze lRRk back aW MaU[·V WhRXghW iQ CapiWal, Ze Zill QRWice WhaW he
dReV QRW e[clXde aQ\ Rf WheVe PeaQiQgV aQd cRQceSWiRQV. IQ
accRUdaQce ZiWh Whe SURgUaPPe he VeW hiPVelf iQ a Zell-kQRZQ We[W,
Whe PUeface WR A ConWribXWion Wo Whe CriWiqXe of PoliWical Econom\,22

MaU[ deɹQeV Whe SURdXcWiRQ relaWions Zhich Pake XS Whe ecRQRPic
sWrXcWXre Rf VRcieW\, Whe ¶fRXQdaWiRQ· RQ Zhich a legal aQd SRliWical
VXSeUVWUXcWXUe iV bXilW, aQd WR Zhich Whe forms Rf VRcial
cRQVciRXVQeVV cRUUeVSRQd. HeUe VWUXcWXUe iV Whe eVVeQce Rf a VRcieW\,
caSiWaliVW VRcieW\, deɹQed aQd deWeUPiQed b\ ceUWaiQ SURdXcWiRQ
UelaWiRQV. SWUXcWXUe aQd fRUP aUe QRW V\QRQ\PRXV. Legall\
elabRUaWed aQd V\VWePaWi]ed SURSeUW\ UelaWiRQV fRUP SaUW Rf Whe
VXSeUVWUXcWXUeV Zhich caUU\ RXW ceUWaiQ fXQcWiRQV iQ a deWeUPiQed
VRcieW\. SRcial cRQVciRXVQeVV adRSWV ¶fRUPV· ² Rf ideaV, Rf ideRlRgieV,
Rf ciYili]aWiRQ ² Zhich VhRXld be VWXdied iQ WeUPV Rf WheiU fRUPaWiRQ
iQ hiVWRU\. SWUXcWXUe forms iWself iQ Whe cRXUVe Rf a hiVWRU\.
KQRZledge Rf caSiWaliVW VRcieW\ iPSlieV kQRZledge Rf iWV hiVWRU\ iQ
VR faU aV iW iV a ¶VRciRecRQRPic fRUPaWiRQ·.

HRZeYeU, WR VWXd\ caSiWaliVW VRcieW\ iQ acWXaliW\ VXSSRVeV a VeUieV
Rf aQal\Wic RSeUaWiRQV aQd abVWUacWiRQV (Zhich gUaVS elePeQWV aQd
Zhich SeQeWUaWe iQVide cRQcUeWe WRWaliW\). NRW RQl\ dReV MaU[ begiQ
fURP aQ abVWUacWiRQ iQ UelaWiRQ WR Ueal ecRQRPic acWiRQV, e[chaQge-
YalXe, bXW he alVR cRQVWUXcWV aQ abVWUacW caSiWaliVW VRcieW\ UedXced WR
iWV eVVeQWial fRUceV aQd SRlaUiWieV: Whe SURleWaUiaW aQd Whe
bRXUgeRiVie. OQl\ WheQ dReV he UeiQWegUaWe all Whe aVSecWV, all Whe
iQWeUPediaUieV, all Whe elePeQWV he had PRPeQWaUil\ lefW RXW Rf Whe



cRQcUeWe WRWaliW\. ThXV CapiWal cRQVWUXcWV a PRdel. SWUXcWXUe
becRPeV aQ iPSlePeQW Rf aQal\ViV aQd dialecWical V\QWheViV. FiQall\,
afWeU a lRQg aQal\ViV, WhiV V\QWheViV (Zhich MaU[ lefW iQcRPSleWe)
UeYealV Whe fRUceV Zhich XQdeUPiQed Whe VRcieW\ iQ TXeVWiRQ fURP
ZiWhiQ, aQd led iW WR iWV dRZQfall. BRWh QegaWiYe aQd SRViWiYe, WheVe
fRUceV SUeSaUe fRU deVWUXcWXUiQg aQd deVWUXcWiRQ aW Whe YeU\ ceQWUe Rf
Whe VWUXcWXUe, iQ iWV QXcleXV, aW iWV heaUW. SWUXcWXUe iV WheUefRUe QeYeU
aQ\WhiQg bXW a SUecaUiRXV balaQce beWZeeQ Whe RSSRViQg fRUceV Rf
PRPeQWaU\ VWabiliW\ aQd UeYRlXWiRQ.

ThXV Ze caQ UecRgQi]e Whe WhUee cRQceSWV Rf VWUXcWXUe iQ MaU[,
bXW Whe\ aUe aUUaQged hieUaUchicall\, aQd Whe WhiUd SUedRPiQaWeV.
MaU[iVW WhRXghW diVWiQgXiVheV (PaUkedl\, alWhRXgh QRW YeU\ cleaUl\)
beWZeeQ fRUP, VWUXcWXUe, fXQcWiRQ, V\VWeP aQd WRWaliW\.23 All iQ all, iV
QRW VWUXcWXUe Whe VWabili]iQg facWRU, VWabiliW\ iWVelf, b\ Zhich a ¶beiQg·
(aQ iQdiYidXal RU a VeW Rf iQdiYidXalV, W\SeV, VSecieV, VRcial gURXSV,
eWc.) SUeVeUYeV iWVelf XQWil WiPe beaUV iW aZa\? IQ VhRUW, iV VWUXcWXUe
QRW iWV aUPaWXUe? IV QRW WhaW Whe URle Rf Whe VkeleWRQ, aQd Rf Whe
Vhell?

IQ RXU RSiQiRQ, Whe TXiWe e[ceVViYe ePShaViV RQ WhiV cRQceSW iQ
SUeVeQW-da\ VWUXcWXUaliVP RYeUlRRkV eYeU\WhiQg VWUXcWXUe cRQWaiQV
Zhich iV dead RU caSable Rf d\iQg. CeUWaiQl\, iQ iWV Za\, VWUXcWXUe
haV life. LeW XV Wake a VkeleWRQ, fRU e[aPSle. IW iV bRUQ aQd deYelRSV
ZiWhiQ Whe iQdiYidXal aQd iV hiV iQQeU liQk ZiWh hiV VSecieV, iWV
hiVWRU\ aQd iWV VWUXggle agaiQVW iWV eQYiURQPeQW aQd ZiWhiQ iWV
eQYiURQPeQW. AQd \eW, alWhRXgh iW VXSSRUWV life, Whe VkeleWRQ iWVelf iV
QRW aliYe. IW iV ɹ[ed, iW VXUYiYeV Whe iQdiYidXal. WheQ Ze e[aPiQe
Whe VkeleWRQ Ze Zill QRW ɹQd Whe liYiQg beiQg; all Ze Vee iV Whe
aQaWRP\, QRW Whe Sh\ViRlRg\. TR SUiYilege Whe VkeleWRQ iV WR SURceed
like a SalaeRQWRlRgiVW, a claVViɹeU ZhR VeeV hiV VWXdieV aV a
cRQYeQieQW Za\ Rf claVViɹcaWiRQ, aQd iV PRUe cRQceUQed ZiWh
QRPeQclaWXUe (alWhRXgh WhiV iV eVVeQWial) WhaQ ZiWh gUaVSiQg ZhaW
Whe hXPaQ Ueall\ iV. IW iV a SURceVV iQ Zhich deaWh gUaVSV Whe liYiQg.
The hXPaQ VkeleWRQ haV a fXQcWiRQ, RU VeYeUal fXQcWiRQV. FRU
e[aPSle, iW faciliWaWeV Whe XSUighW VWaQce, aQd PaiQWaiQV iW. IW caQQRW
achieYe WhiV ZiWhRXW Whe helS Rf Whe PXVcleV RU Whe ciUcXlaWRU\
V\VWeP, eWc. IW iV QRW V\QRQ\PRXV ZiWh WheVe fXQcWiRQV, QRU ZiWh aQ\



RWheU deWeUPiQed fXQcWiRQ. The YaUiRXV fXQcWiRQV (ciUcXlaWiRQ,
VecUeWiRQ, eWc.) acW XSRQ each RWheU, VXSSRVe each RWheU aQd
VXSeUiPSRVe XSRQ each RWheU. Each PakeV XS a SaUWial facW, Whe
caXVe aQd eʃecW Rf a ceUWaiQ cRheViRQ aQd Velf-UegXlaWiRQ ZiWhiQ Whe
RUgaQic WRWaliW\. The WRWaliW\ Rf WheVe fXQcWiRQV ² life ² iV QRW
V\QRQ\PRXV ZiWh aQ\ Rf WheP aQd caQQRW be deɹQed b\ aQ\ Rf
WheP; aV iW iV a WRWaliW\, iW iV PXlWifXQcWiRQal RU WUaQVfRUPaWiRQal. AV
fRU Whe fRUP Rf Whe hXPaQ bRd\, iW iV a dePRQVWUaWiRQ Rf life iWVelf,
i.e., Whe eQWiUe VeW Rf fXQcWiRQV, Whe WRWaliW\ Rf fXQcWiRQV aQd
VWUXcWXUeV. IW caQQRW be UedXced WR a VeUieV Rf diVWiQcW aQd
diVcRQWiQXRXV XQiWV, like Whe bRQeV Rf Whe VkeleWRQ. IW iV QeYeUWheleVV
WUXe WhaW Whe VkeleWRQ becRPeV fRUPed, aQd WhaW, ZheQ QRUPal, WhiV
fRUP dePRQVWUaWeV a SUecaUiRXV bXW VaWiVf\iQg balaQce beWZeeQ Whe
YaUiRXV Sh\ViRlRgical fXQcWiRQV, SURdXciQg Whe QRUPal fRUP Rf Whe
liYiQg hXPaQ RUgaQiVP.

We VXVSecW iQWXiWiYel\ WhaW WheUe aUe cRPSle[ UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ
WheVe YaUiRXV WeUPV (VWUXcWXUe, fXQcWiRQ, fRUP, aV Zell aV V\VWePV,
WRWaliWieV, cRheUeQceV). We caQQRW VeSaUaWe WheP, bXW QRU caQ Ze
PeUge WheP; Ze caQQRW UedXce WheP WR each RWheU, bXW QRU caQ Ze
iVRlaWe WheP. CRXld Whe Za\ Whe\ iQWeUcRQQecW be a PaWWeU fRU
dialecWical WhRXghW? WhaW iV ceUWaiQ iV WhaW Whe UelaWiRQ Rf WheVe
WeUPV cUeaWeV a SURbleP. ThiV SURbleP diVaSSeaUV if Ze PeUge WheP,
aQd eYeQ PRUe VR if Ze Vee WheP aV beiQg V\QRQ\PRXV; aV Ze Vhall
Vee, WhiV iV ZhaW chaUacWeUi]eV sWrXcWXralism.

BefRUe PakiQg RXU deɹQiWiRQ, leW XV cRQVideU Whe fRllRZiQg iPage,
Zhich fRllRZV Whe cRQceSW YeU\ clRVel\. I Sick XS aQ ePSW\ VeaVhell
RQ Whe beach; I e[aPiQe iW; I ɹQd iW beaXWifXl, fUagile, SeUfecW iQ iWV
Za\, aQd iW VaWiVɹeV P\ PiQd like a PaWeUiali]ed Idea. I Vee WhaW iW iV
eQdRZed ZiWh a SURdigiRXVl\ delicaWe sWrXcWXre: V\PPeWUieV, VWUaighW
liQeV aQd cXUYeV, gURRYeV aQd UidgeV, lRbeV RU VSiUalV, VeUUaWiRQV, eWc.
IW Ueall\ iV a VWUXcWXUe ZheUe diVcRQWiQXiWieV VWaQd RXW (iQ VSiWe Rf Whe
iPSRUWaQce Rf cRQWiQXRXV liQeV), QRWabl\ iQ iWV V\PPeWUieV aQd
diVV\PPeWUieV. I adPiUe iWV delicaWe deWailV; iQ each RQe I diVcRYeU
QeZ deWailV aQd QeZ delicac\. I aP lRVW iQ adPiUaWiRQ. I decide WR
deVcUibe WheVe VWUXcWXUeV caUefXll\ aQd WR XVe WheP WR leaUQ abRXW
Whe liYiQg beiQgV WheVe VhellV RQce cRQWaiQed. AQ e[celleQW PeWhRd,



ViQce Whe Vhell iV WheUe, iQ P\ haQd, VWable, VRlid aQd SUeciVe.
HRZeYeU, aP I gRiQg WR fRUgeW WhaW iW iV QRWhiQg PRUe WhaQ a Siece Rf
ZRUk aQd a ¶SURdXcW·, aQd Whe SURdXcW Rf a UelaWiRQ, Whe UelaWiRQ
beWZeeQ a liYiQg beiQg aQd iWV eQYiURQPeQW? If I ɹQd WhaW liYiQg
beiQg iQ aQRWheU Vhell ViPilaU WR Whe RQe I haYe Sicked XS, I Zill Vee
WhaW iW iV VRfW, VWick\ aQd (aSSaUeQWl\) aPRUShRXV; WakeQ RXW Rf iWV
Vhell, hRZ diʃeUeQW Whe WZR aUe! AQd \eW iW iV Whe VhellɹVh Zhich haV
VecUeWed Whe Vhell; iW haV WakeQ RQ Whe fRUP Rf Whe Vhell; iW haV giYeQ
iWVelf WhaW fRUP. The liYiQg beiQg aQd Whe liYiQg fRUP Pake XS Whe
ZhRle: Whe Vhell aQd Whe WiQ\, VWick\ aQiPal I haYe VeSaUaWed ZiWh
P\ kQife. ThiV PaVV Rf cellV haV fXQcWiRQV ² Rf Zhich VecUeWiQg iWV
Vhell iV aW leaVW RQe (RU VeYeUal) ² aQd Whe Vhell haV a fXQcWiRQ (RU
VeYeUal). If I cRQVideU Whe Vhell iQ iVRlaWiRQ, I ePShaVi]e Whe deɹQiWe,
ɹ[ed, aQd alVR PRUWal aQd dead, aVSecWV Rf life. PaUW Rf Whe SURceVV
Rf becRPiQg aQd \eW elXdiQg iW, Whe Vhell ² a SURdXcW RU a ZRUk Pade
b\ life ² iV QRW aliYe. IWV deVcUiSWiRQ eQableV XV WR classif\ W\SeV aQd
VSecieV, accRUdiQg WR cleaU diVWiQcWiRQV (lRgical RQeV: accRUdiQg WR
VSeciɹc diʃeUeQceV). AQd \eW Whe Vhell iV QeYeU aQ\WhiQg RWheU WhaQ
a WhiQg, Whe ZiWQeVV WR a PRPeQW ZheQ life VWRSSed, abaQdRQed b\
deaWh RQ Whe dead VaQdV, e[iled fURP Whe XQɻaggiQg life Rf Whe Vea,
Rf Whe liYiQg VSace Zhich gReV RQ aQd RQ. IW iV SeUfecW, iW iV beaXWifXl,
iW illXPiQaWeV life aQd Whe ZRUkV Rf life, iW illXPiQaWeV beaXW\, bXW Whe
lighW iW VhedV RQ Whe ZRUld iV a cUXel RQe. Wh\ caQQRW life dR
ZiWhRXW WhiV fUaPeZRUk Zhich iV PRUe ¶beaXWifXl· WhaQ life iWVelf, aQd
Zhich SeUViVWV afWeU iW haV SaVVed aZa\? SR iV WheUe aQ\WhiQg PRUWal
iQ SeUfecWiRQ aQd beaXW\?

WiWh a TXeVWiRQ like WhiV Ze bUiQg dUeaP aQd VcieQce, kQRZledge
aQd aUW WRgeWheU iQ a VhaUed bRUdeUlaQd. BXW iW gReV WRR faU iQ RQe
diUecWiRQ. IQ iWV Za\, b\ SUiYilegiQg PRbiliW\ aQd aPRUShRXVQeVV, iW
URPaQWici]eV. NRW fRU a ViQgle PRPeQW PXVW Ze fRUgeW Whe e[WeQW WR
Zhich Whe Vhell aQd Whe ¶beiQg· Zhich VecUeWed iW aUe diʃeUeQW. NRW
fRU a ViQgle PRPeQW PXVW Ze fRUgeW Whe SURbleP Zhich WhiV TXeVWiRQ
helSV WR fRUPXlaWe iQ all iWV fRUcefXlQeVV. AW Whe heaUW Rf Whe
XQiYeUVal SURceVV Rf becRPiQg Zhich cUeaWeV aQd Zhich deVWUR\V,
Zhich aVVeUWV aQd QegaWeV, hRZ aQd Zh\ dR Ze RbVeUYe (UelaWiYe)
VWabiliWieV, deɹQed aQd UelaWiYel\ cRQVWaQW cRQWRXUV, UegXlaUiWieV,



fRUPV Zhich aUe bRUQ aQd VXUYiYe, Zhich SURdXce aQd Zhich
UeSURdXce, aW Whe heaUW Rf iQQXPeUable iQWeUacWiRQV? APRQg Whe
VhaSeV Rf Whe cRQWiQXRXV SURceVV Rf becRPiQg ² Whe ciUcle aQd Whe
VSiUal ² hRZ iV iW WhaW WheUe aUe diVcRQWiQXRXV sWrXcWXres eQdRZed
ZiWh deɹQed SURSeUWieV ² SRl\gRQV, SRl\hedURQV, gURXSV, WUee
diagUaPV, QeWZRUkV? IQ Whe cRVPic SURceVV Rf becRPiQg, ZhaW iV Whe
VecUeW Rf Whe EaUWh, WhaW VWable VSheUe beWURWhed WR deaWh? IQ Whe
hiVWRU\ Rf PaQ, ZhaW iV Whe VecUeW Rf eYeU\da\ life?

IQ Whe lighW WhiV haV Vhed XSRQ RXU UeVeaUch, hRXVeV,
QeighbRXUhRRdV aQd WRZQV WhePVelYeV ² iQ a ZRUd, PRUShRlRg\ ²
UeVePble Whe iPage Rf Whe VeaVhell. The ecRQRPiVW Pa\ SeUceiYe
WheP iQ a diʃeUeQW Za\, aQd liQk WhiV PRUShRlRg\ WR RWheU cRQceSWV,
WhaW Rf SURdXcWiYe fRUce, fRU e[aPSle. He iV UighW fURP hiV SRiQW Rf
YieZ, aQd WhiV SRiQW Rf YieZ iV VRPeWhiQg WR Zhich Ze caQ UefeU, iQ
WhaW VRPeWiPeV iW caQ be cRQVideUed Rf SaUaPRXQW iPSRUWaQce. FRU
XV, PRUShRlRgical deVcUiSWiRQ eQableV XV WR claVVif\; iW VeQdV XV Rʃ
iQ VeaUch Rf WhRVe liYiQg beiQgV ² hiddeQ, (aSSaUeQWl\) aPRUShRXV,
VWick\ aQd VRfW SeUhaSV ² cRPSUiViQg Whe gURXSV Zhich haYe VecUeWed
WheVe VhellV, iW helSV XV WR gUaVS WheP iQ WheiU eYeU\da\ UealiW\. ThiV
eYeU\da\ life iV hiddeQ; ZheQ Whe VhellɹVh iV aliYe, iW clRVeV XS ZheQ
Ze WRXch iW. Dead RU d\iQg, iW \aZQV Zide RSeQ. BXW leW XV QRW
RYeUZRUk Whe iPage¬«

We haYe alUead\ SaUWiall\ liQked eYeU\da\ life WR Whe idea Rf Whe
aPRUShRXV RU XQfRUPed. IQ a VeQVe, iW iV SaUW Rf Whe asWrXcWXral, WR
XVe Whe e[SUeVViRQ ePSlR\ed b\ GeRUgeV GXUYiWch iQ diVcXVViRQV aQd
SRlePicV agaiQVW cRQWePSRUaU\ ¶VWUXcWXUaliVP·, ZiWh Whe SUeciVe aiP
Rf VhRZiQg Whe liPiWV Rf Whe cRQceSW Rf sWrXcWXre. FRU GeRUgeV
GXUYiWch, fRUPV Rf VRciabiliW\ aUe aVWUXcWXUal. SWUXcWXUeV aSSeaU RQ
Whe PacURVRciRlRgical Vcale, bXW RQ WhaW Vcale SheQRPeQa caQQRW be
cRQWaiQed b\ VWUXcWXUe, ViQce Whe\ eQcRPSaVV QRQ-VWUXcWXUal
elePeQWV.

HRZeYeU, iW iV QRW VXɽcieQW fRU XV WR ideQWif\ Whe eYeU\da\ ZiWh
Whe aVWUXcWXUal. A PRUe deWailed aQal\ViV iV UeTXiUed. WhaWeYeU iV
aSSaUeQWl\ XQfRUPed caQ cRQceal a fRUP RU be SaUW Rf RQe. LeW XV
lRRk aW Whe VeaVhell iPage agaiQ. The eYeU\da\ diʃeUV fURP ZhaW Whe
deVcUiSWiRQ Rf iWV e[WeUQal fRUPV (iWV PRUShRlRg\) WellV XV, bXW



caQQRW be VeSaUaWed fURP iW. IW PXVW QRW be cRQfXVed ZiWh a SXUe,
XQcRQdiWiRQal VSRQWaQeiW\, a kiQd Rf abVRlXWe eʃeUYeVceQce RU
SUiPRUdial YiWaliW\, Zhich iV ZhaW Whe WeUP ¶XQfRUPed· cRQjXUeV XS.
CRXld iW be WhaW iW haV QR fXQcWiRQ? OQ Whe cRQWUaU\, WheUe iV a
PXlWiSliciW\ Rf fXQcWiRQV Zhich aUe caUUied RXW iQ Whe eYeU\da\ aQd
Zhich Sla\ WheiU SaUW iQ deɹQiQg iW. If Ze aUe WR geW WR kQRZ iW, Ze
PXVW ɹUVW diVWiQgXiVh beWZeeQ fRUP, fXQcWiRQ aQd VWUXcWXUe, aQd
WheQ lRRk fRU WheiU cRQQecWiRQV. If WheUe aUe VSRQWaQeRXV, XQfRUPed
aQd aVWUXcWXUal elePeQWV iQ Whe eYeU\da\, WheUe aUe alVR elePeQWV
Zhich aUe ¶VWUXcWXUed· b\ deWeUPiQed aQd fUagPeQWed acWiYiWieV, aQd
b\ fXQcWiRQV aVVRciaWed ZiWh VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle, aQd ɹQall\, WheUe
aUe elePeQWV Zhich aUe RUgaQi]ed b\ aSSaUaWXV e[iVWiQg RQ Whe
¶PacUR· Vcale iQ VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle. WhaW iV PRUe, b\ XViQg PRdelV
WR VcUXWiQi]e ZhaW iV aSSaUeQWl\ aPRUShRXV RU XQfRUPed, Ze Pa\
diVcRYeU fRUPV RU VWUXcWXUeV ZiWhiQ WheP. ThXV ZhaW aSSeaUV PRVW
cRQWiQgeQW aQd PRVW accideQWal iQ Whe eYeU\da\ caQ cRQWaiQ aQd
WUaQVlaWe ² aQd VRPeWiPeV WUadXce ² gURXS WacWicV aQd VWUaWegieV.
AQal\ViV iV QeYeU faced ZiWh aQ eQWiUel\ iUUedXcible UeVidXal deSRViW.
IQ WhiV VeQVe Ze ZRXld acceSW VRPe (bXW QRW all) Rf G. G. GUaQgeU·V
cRQclXViRQV. IQ VRcial SheQRPeQa, fRUP aQd Whe fRUPal iQWeUYeQe iQ
Whe YeU\ deSWhV Rf cRQWeQW (bXW ZiWhRXW abVRUbiQg, UeabVRUbiQg RU
e[haXVWiQg iW). The\ bUiQg lRgic ZiWh WheP (RSSRViWiRQV,
diVjXQcWiRQV, SRlaUi]aWiRQV) Yia Whe YaUiRXV eʃecWV Rf laQgXage RU
deciViRQV. TheUefRUe WheUe aUe hiddeQ VWUXcWXUeV Zhich fRUPal
WhRXghW caQ gUaVS b\ UecRQVWUXcWiQg WheP accRUdiQg WR diagUaPV RU
PRdelV.24 WhaW aW ɹUVW VighW aSSeaUV XQVWUXcWXUable caQ UeYeal
VWUXcWXUal deWeUPiQaQWV Zhich aUe Rf SaUaPRXQW iPSRUWaQce iQ Whe
cRQcUeWe SURceVV Rf becRPiQg, QaPel\ VWUaWegieV, RSWiRQV aQd
chRiceV. IQ VhRUW, Whe ¶cRQjXQcWXUe/VWUXcWXUe· UelaWiRQ iV SURfRXQdl\
dialecWical. NRW RQl\ dReV VWUXcWXUe UefeU XV WR cRQjXQcWXUe, ZiWh aQ
iPSlied UeciSURciW\; QRW RQl\ VhRXld kQRZledge Slace iWVelf QRZ iQ
Whe SeUVSecWiYe Rf VWUXcWXUe (Rf UelaWiYe VWabiliW\), QRZ iQ Whe
SeUVSecWiYe Rf cRQjXQcWXUe (Rf Whe SURceVV Rf becRPiQg); iQ a VeQVe,
VWUXcWXUe iV alVR cRQjXQcWXUal, aQd cRQjXQcWXUe cRQWaiQV VWUXcWXUal
elePeQWV. FURP Whe SRiQW Rf YieZ Rf VWUXcWXUe, cRQjXQcWXUe iV Pade
XS Rf lXck aQd iQWeUacWiRQV. FURP Whe SRiQW Rf YieZ Rf cRQjXQcWXUe,



VWUXcWXUe iWVelf iV QRWhiQg PRUe WhaQ a SUecaUiRXV aQd PRPeQWaU\
VXcceVV, a ZiQ RU a lRVV iQ a cRPSle[ gaPble. Each WeUP caQ be
cRQVideUed alWeUQaWel\ aV QeceVVaU\ aQd aV accideQWal, aV cUeaWiQg a
fUee acW aQd aV SURhibiWiQg iW, aV failXUe aQd aV gRRd fRUWXQe. WheQ a
VWUXcWXUe iV bURkeQ XS (b\ deVWUXcWXUi]aWiRQ, Zhich begiQV deeS
ZiWhiQ VWUXcWXUe), RWheU VWUXcWXUal elePeQWV aSSeaU, fRU Zhich Ze
Pa\ XVe Whe fRllRZiQg WeUPV: VWUaWegieV, RSWiRQV, deciViRQV,
iQfRUPaWiRQ, eWc. ThXV RQ eYeU\ leYel, RQ eYeU\ UXQg Rf VRcieW\, Whe
eYenW iV QRW iUUedXcible. EYeQ a UeYRlXWiRQ ² WhaW WRWal SheQRPeQRQ
aQd cUeaWiYe WXUPRil ² iV SUeSaUed; VWUaWegieV Wake iW RQ bRaUd, RU iW
RYeUWXUQV WheP; WheUe iV QRWhiQg XQcRQdiWiRQal abRXW iWV RUigiQV.
¶The liYed· aQd Whe eYeU\da\ caQ QeYeU be cRPSleWel\ VeSaUaWed
fURP WRWaliW\. WhaW aSSeaUV WR be cRQjXQcWXUal iQ Whe RQe caQ aSSeaU
WR be VWUXcWXUal iQ Whe RWheU; ZhaW lRRkV like a ViPSle eYeQW iQ Whe
RQe lRRkV like a VWUaWeg\ iQ Whe RWheU. A QRWable e[aPSle Rf WhiV
ZRXld be Whe cRQfXViRQ Ze haYe SRiQWed RXW VR PaQ\ WiPeV beWZeeQ
Whe pXblic aQd Whe priYaWe, Zhich caUicaWXUeV WheiU VXSeUVeVViRQ iQ
aQd b\ UeYRlXWiRQaU\ SUa[iV aV SUedicWed b\ MaU[. ThiV cRQfXViRQ
haV SeUVRQali]ed aQd ¶SUiYaWi]ed· SRZeU aQd haV Pade SUiYaWe life
SXblic b\ ¶UeSUiYaWi]iQg· iW. OQ Whe leYel Rf VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle, WhiV iV
a cRQjXQcWXUal ViWXaWiRQ Zhich aUiVeV fURP Whe iQWeUacWiRQ Rf VWaWe-
cRQWURlled SRZeUV ZiWh Whe QeZ PeaQV PRdeUQ WechQRlRg\ haV SXW
aW WheiU diVSRVal. OQ Whe leYel Rf Whe eYeU\da\, a PXlWiSliciW\ Rf
eYeQWV aUe deSeQdeQW RQ WhiV, aV iV Whe fRUP Whe\ Zill aVVXPe. ThiV iV
Whe Za\ Whe VRcial fXQcWiRQV Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ aQd cRPPXQicaWiRQ
ZRUk. The fRUP Whe\ adRSW aQd Whe VRcial fXQcWiRQ haYe QR UelaWiRQ
Rf abVRlXWe QeceVViW\.

OQce PRUe Ze ɹQd RXUVelYeV ZiWh Whe ¶cRQjXQcWXUe/VWUXcWXUe·
UelaWiRQ. We haYe b\ QR PeaQV e[haXVWed iW iQ all Whe cRQcUeWe
ViWXaWiRQV iQ Zhich iW caQ be fRXQd. CRQjXQcWXUe aSSeaUV WR XV aV a
(QRQ-ɹQiWe aQd cRQWiQXRXV) SUeVVXUe RQ VWUXcWXUe fURP Whe SURceVV
Rf becRPiQg, aQd aV Whe YiUWXal VhaWWeUiQg Rf VWUXcWXUe. CRQYeUVel\,
iW alVR aSSeaUV aV a UigRURXVl\ deWeUPiQed RbjecW, UelaWed WR a lRgic
(deciViRQ lRgic, VWUaWeg\ WheRU\) RU WR a fRUPal WheRU\ (iQfRUPaWiRQ
WheRU\). SWUXcWXUe aSSeaUV WR XV iQ WXUQ aV Whe VRlid, VWable elePeQW,
RU aV VRPeWhiQg fUagile, cRQVWaQWl\ bURXghW iQWR TXeVWiRQ, cRQVWaQWl\



cRPSURPiVed, Whe SUeciRXV aQd PRPeQWaU\ UeVXlW Rf Whe SURceVV Rf
becRPiQg aQd Rf hiVWRU\. IW iV Whe fXlcUXP Rf acWiRQ aQd fUeedRP,
aQd WhXV Rf a diValieQaWiRQ, bXW fURP Whe PRPeQW iW becRPeV ɹ[ed
aQd Pade iQWR a UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ iW becRPeV a fRUce fRU alieQaWiRQ; bXW
fURP WhaW PRPeQW WRR, Whe SURceVV Rf becRPiQg haV alUead\ begXQ
WR diVPaQWle iW.

LeW XV WU\ WR SXVh Whe aQal\ViV Rf Whe ¶cRQjXQcWXUe/VWUXcWXUe·
UelaWiRQ a VWage fXUWheU b\ aSSl\iQg iW WR a VSeciɹc caVe. ¶The liYed·
iQ Whe eYeU\da\ caQ aQd VhRXld be deVcUibed XViQg laQgXage. NRZ
laQgXage dReV QRW haYe Whe SUiYilege Rf e[SUeVViQg Whe liYed
cRPSUeheQViYel\. LaQgXage iV a cRQjXQcWXUal ZRUk, Whe ZRUk Rf a
VRcieW\, bXW iW iV heaYil\ VWUXcWXUed, aQd iV a PeaQV Rf acWiRQ aQd
cRPPXQicaWiRQ. AW RQe aQd Whe VaPe WiPe iW iV PRUe WhaQ a ViPSle
iQVWUXPeQW aW Whe VeUYice Rf a cRQVciRXV Zill aQd a cRQVciRXV
SXUSRVe, aQd leVV WhaQ RQe. FRU WheVe UeaVRQV alRQe iW ZRXld be
diɽcXlW WR Vee laQgXage aV Whe ePbRdiPeQW Rf XQiYeUVal ReaVRQ. IW
cRUUeVSRQdV geQeUall\ WR a leYel Rf e[SeUieQce Zhich haV alUead\
beeQ VRciali]ed aQd ɹlWeUed, aQd VSeciɹcall\ WR ZhaW iV liYed
(iQdiYidXall\). IW iV QRW Whe eTXiYaleQW Rf a ReaVRQ caSable Rf
gUaVSiQg eYeU\WhiQg aQd Rf Va\iQg eYeU\WhiQg RQ Whe VSRW, QRU Rf a
VRcial PediXP b\ Zhich aQ iQdiYidXal cRQVciRXVQeVV PighW be able
WR e[SUeVV ¶Whe liYed·. CRQVeTXeQWl\ Whe liYed belRQgV WR a bURadeU
¶liYiQg·; ZheQ fRUPXlaWed YeUball\ iW illXPiQaWeV RU fRcXVeV RQ a ]RQe
(a leYel) aW Whe heaUW Rf liYiQg. IQ RQe VeQVe Whe ¶liYed· iV Whe ZRUk Rf
aQ iQdiYidXal, Whe Ueali]aWiRQ Rf a SURjecW iQ a ¶liYiQg· cRQVWiWXWed b\
VRcial SUa[iV, a geQeUal ZRUk b\ gURXSiQgV iQ UelaWiRQ WR RQe
aQRWheU. The ¶liYed/liYiQg· dialecWical UelaWiRQ iQ Zhich laQgXage
iQWeUYeQeV aV a PediaWiRQ aQd a WhiUd WeUP iV SaUWiall\ be\RQd Whe
VcRSe Rf laQgXage, aQd WhXV be\RQd Whe VcRSe Rf RXU lRgic aQd RXU
aQal\Wic iPSlePeQWV (Zhich PeaQV Ze PXVW Pake WheP keeQeU).
Wh\? BecaXVe laQgXage eQWeUV iQWR WhiV UelaWiRQ; UaWheU WhaQ
eQcRPSaVViQg iW, iW iV eQcRPSaVVed b\ iW. ThXV Whe ¶liYed/liYiQg·
UelaWiRQ UePaiQV XnconscioXs (e[ceSW iQ Whe caVe Rf Whe PediaWiRQ
Zhich aVVXPeV aQ e[aggeUaWed UealQeVV aQd Zhich, iQ a
VSRQWaQeRXVl\ SURdXced aQd cRQVWaQWl\ UeSURdXced Velf-delXViRQ,
aSSeaUV WR cRiQcide ZiWh Whe UelaWiRQ b\ abVRUbiQg iWV WeUPV). We dR



QRW kQRZ hRZ Ze liYe, aQd \eW RXU cRQVciRXVQeVV caQ RQl\ be
deɹQed aV cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf RXU liYeV aQd hRZ Ze liYe WheP, aQd Rf
RXU iQdiYidXal acWiRQV iQ VRcial SUa[iV. The WeUP ¶XQcRQVciRXV· UefeUV
QR lRQgeU WR a VXbVWaQce, bXW WR a ViWXaWiRQ. IW becRPeV UelaWiYe aQd
¶VRciRlRgi]ed·. IQ WhiV VeQVe, Whe XnconscioXs is conscioXsness.
CRQYe\ed b\ PeaQV Rf laQgXage, RU UaWheU liQked iPPediaWel\ WR
laQgXage aQd cRiQcidiQg iQ facW ZiWh ¶ZhaW iV Vaid·, iW UePaiQV lRcked
ZiWhiQ iWVelf, eYeQ ZheQ iW fallV VileQW ZheQ WhUeaWeQed b\ Whe
¶RWheU·, ViQce iW cRQViVWV QRW RQl\ Rf ¶ZhaW iV Vaid· bXW alVR Rf ¶ZhaW iV
QRW Vaid·. IW VSliWV iQWR WZR: ¶Whe liYed·, ZhaW iV e[SeUieQced, Whe
QXcleXV Rf WhaW e[SeUieQce, aQd Whe ¶liYiQg·, Whe cRQWe[W aQd hRUi]RQ
Rf ¶Whe liYed·. FURP WheQ RQ, cRQVciRXVQeVV VeekV iWVelf WhURXgh Whe
¶RWheU·, eYeQ WhRXgh iW iV iWVelf ¶ZhaW iV·. ThiV SaUadR[ical aQd
SeUPaQeQWl\ WeQVe ViWXaWiRQ Rf a UealiW\ Zhich cRiQcideV bRWh ZiWh
iWVelf aQd ZiWh iWV PediaWiRQ aQd iWV iPSlePeQW ² laQgXage ² aQd \eW
Zhich hRXQdV iWVelf UePRUVeleVVl\, acWV aV a VWiPXlaWiRQ; iW PXVW
fRUeYeU ¶becRPe cRQVciRXV· Rf liYiQg, Rf Whe ¶RWheU· aQd Rf iWVelf.
LaQgXage PXVW alZa\V RSeQ iWVelf XS; iW PXVW gR faUWheU aQd deeSeU
iQ RUdeU WR gUaVS VRPeWhiQg elVe, bRWh iQ Whe lXPiQRXV aQd VRPbUe
QXcleXV Rf ¶Whe liYed· aQd RQ Whe chiaURVcXUR hRUi]RQ Rf ¶liYiQg·. FRU
Whe VSeakiQg, Velf-VSeakiQg cRQVciRXVQeVV, WhiV VeaUch fRU ¶VRPeWhiQg
elVe· iV Whe RQl\ Za\ iW caQ aYRid VXccXPbiQg WR Whe alieQaWiRQ Rf
WakiQg ZhaW haV beeQ Vaid aV acceSWed (aV iWV ¶beiQg·), aQd Rf
cRQVideUiQg Whe PediaWiRQ WR be Whe UealiW\, aQd laQgXage WR be a
deɹQed aQd deɹQiQg eQWiW\. The UeVXlW iV WhaW ZhaW iV SUiRU WR ZhaW
Zill be Vaid aQd VSRkeQ iV alVR VXbVeTXeQW WR ZhaW ZaV Vaid (RU QRW
Vaid). WhaW iV VXbVeTXeQW WR ZhaW haV beeQ Vaid aQd ZhaW haV QRW
beeQ Vaid iV SUiRU WR ZhaW iV gRiQg WR be Vaid. The ¶SUeliQgXiVWic· RU
¶XQcRQVciRXV· leYel iV alVR ¶VXSUaliQgXiVWic· aW Whe VaPe WiPe. The WZR
leYelV, Whe iQfUa aQd Whe VXSUa, iQWeUVecW. The\ aUe alZa\V UelaWiYe
RQe WR Whe RWheU, aQd Whe RQe deɹQeV Whe RWheU, iQ aQ eYeU-UeSeaWed
cRQjXQcWXUe.

PRVVibl\ WheUe iV a ke\ Zhich Zill eQable XV WR gUaVS WhiV highl\
cRPSle[ UelaWiRQ: Whe gUaPPaWical VWUXcWXUe Rf RXU VWaWePeQWV.
PUacWical VWaWePeQWV fRUPXlaWe Whe liYed, aQd SURQRXQV SURYide
WheVe VWaWePeQWV ZiWh a VWUXcWXUe: I, \oX (ViQg.) and he ² Ze, \oX (Sl.)



and Whe\ ² I and me ² one and Whem. The elePeQWV Rf WhiV gURXS eQWeU
iQWR YaUiRXV cRQɹgXUaWiRQV aQd cRQVWellaWiRQV Zhich aUe VRPeWiPeV
biQaU\ aQd diVjXQcWiYe, VRPeWiPeV WhUee-diPeQViRQal. WheQ bURXghW
WRgeWheU Whe WeUPV aUe PXWXall\ iQclXViYe aQd e[clXViYe. IQ Whe I/\RX
(ViQg.) UelaWiRQ, Whe WhiUd WeUP ¶he· iV VRPeWiPeV e[clXded RU
SaUeQWheVi]ed (bXW iV VWill WheUe!) aQd VRPeWiPeV e[SliciWl\ SUeVeQW.
The VaPe caQ be Vaid Rf Whe I/Ze UelaWiRQ. We caQ Pake a liVW Rf Whe
SRVVible RSSRViWiRQV aQd cRQVWellaWiRQV:

�¬¬I/\RX (ViQg.)/(he) ² (he SaUeQWheVi]ed)
�¬¬I/\RX (ViQg.)/he ² (he iQclXded)
�¬¬I/XV/(he RU Whe\) ² (he RU Whe\ SaUeQWheVi]ed)
�¬¬I/XV/he RU Whe\ ² (he RU Whe\ iQclXded)
�¬¬I/\RX (Sl.)/(he RU Whe\)
�¬¬Ze/\RX (Sl.)/(he RU Whe\ RU WheP)
�¬¬Ze/\RX (Sl.)/he RU Whe\
�¬¬Ze/\RX (ViQg.)
�¬¬Ze/Whe\
�¬¬RQe/I
�¬¬Ze/Pe, eWc.

TheVe cRQVWellaWiRQV aUe ɹQiWe iQ QXPbeU. TheUe aUe QRW eYeQ YeU\
PaQ\ Rf WheP. CRXld Whe\ be ViPilaU WR Whe Zell-kQRZQ VWXdieV
Zhich deWeUPiQe aQd liPiW Whe QXPbeU Rf ViWXaWiRQV iQ WheaWUical
dUaPa? IW PighW be aPXViQg WR WU\ WR dePRQVWUaWe WhiV. HRZeYeU,
Whe SUacWical ViWXaWiRQV Whe\ becRPe iQYRlYed iQ aUe iQe[haXVWibl\
chaQgiQg, YaUied aQd PRbile, aQd fXll Rf XQe[SecWed PRPeQWV. ThXV
sWrXcWXre ZRXld be Whe ɹQiWe (deWeUPiQed aQd lRgical) aVSecW Rf a
PRYePeQW ZhRVe iQɹQiWe, PRbile aVSecW ZRXld be conjXncWXre.
CRQjXQcWXUe iV e[SUeVVed iQ a VWUXcWXUe, aQd VWUXcWXUe VigQiɹeV a
cRQjXQcWXUe. HRZeYeU, ZheQ Whe cRQjXQcWXUe iV PRdiɹed Whe
VWUXcWXUe iV WUaQVfRUPed, aQd eYeQ VhaWWeUed. SWUXcWXUe WeQdV WR
PaiQWaiQ aQd WR VWabili]e cRQjXQcWXUe. FRU WhiV UeaVRQ Whe\ haYe a
dialecWical UelaWiRQ iQ Zhich QeiWheU WeUP haV aQ abVRlXWe SUe-
ePiQeQce, bXW iQ Zhich a WhiUd WeUP ² Whe SURceVV Rf becRPiQg ²



Sla\V Whe SUiPaU\ URle. EQcRXQWeUV, cRQɻicWV aQd SRVVible UeYeUValV
aUe Rf SUiPe iPSRUWaQce. The SURceVV Rf becRPiQg dReV QRW bXUVW
fRUWh fURP SXUe aQd XQSUedicWable VSRQWaQeiW\. The fRUP iW adRSWV iV
WhaW Rf Whe fXWXUe, i.e., Rf SURjecWV aQd SRVVibiliWieV. HeUe WRR Ze caQ
aQal\Ve cRQjecWXUe: iW cRQcealV Whe WacWicV aQd VWUaWegieV Rf Whe ¶I·V
aQd Whe ¶Ze·V, Whe ¶\RX·V (ViQg.), Whe ¶RQe·V aQd Whe ¶Whe\·V.

LeW XV QRWe WhaW each VWUXcWXUal elePeQW cRQWaiQV all Whe RWheUV,
SRWeQWiall\ RU iQ Whe SUeVeQW. IQ SaUWicXlaU, Whe ¶I· aQd Whe ¶Pe·
eQcRPSaVV ¶Ze·V aQd ¶\RX·V (Sl.), ¶\RX·V (ViQg.) aQd ¶WheP·V. The\
caQQRW be iVRlaWed. The\ caQQRW be deWeUPiQed b\ WhePVelYeV.
BeWZeeQ aQd ZiWhiQ ¶I· aQd ¶Pe· aQd Whe UelaWiRQ beWZeeQ WheP iV
laQgXage, VRcieW\ aQd Whe ZRUld. A SaUWicXlaU VWUXcWXUal elePeQW caQ
becRPe SRlaUi]ed RU fRcXVed, aQd iW caQ SaVV iQWR laQgXage. IW caQ
becRPe a QXcleXV RU a fRcal SRiQW ² RU elVe, cRQYeUVel\, iW caQ gURZ
iQcUeaViQgl\ faiQW, blXUUed aQd RbVcXUe. IQ Whe laWWeU caVe, Whe UegiRQ
Zhich iV ePShaVi]ed (SRlaUi]ed RU fRcXVed) chaQgeV Slace; iW VhifWV
elVeZheUe. If VRPeWhiQg lRVeV ZeighW aQd ePShaViV, WhiV iV QRW WR Va\
WhaW iW haV VWRSSed e[iVWiQg aQd beiQg acWiYe.

WheQ I ePShaVi]e P\ SUeVeQce, P\ Zill RU P\ WhRXghWV b\ Va\iQg
¶I·, Whe ¶Ze· (Whe iQWeUacWiRQ beWZeeQ iQdiYidXalV, RU Whe VRcial gURXS
Rf Zhich ¶I· aP a SaUW, alRQg ZiWh iWV cRQVciRXVQeVV, iWV QRUPV aQd iWV
YalXeV ² RU agaiQ VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle ZiWh iWV UegXlaWRU\
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV aQd SaWWeUQV Rf behaYiRXU) becRPeV blXUUed; Whe
VRcial becRPeV ¶XQcRQVciRXV·; iW cRQWiQXeV WR be acWiYe; iQ P\ PiQd I
caQ UeSURdXce a VRcial UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ b\ eQdRZiQg iW ZiWh Whe
ZaUPWh Rf a SeUVRQal SUeVeQce; ZiWhRXW Pe eYeQ Ueali]iQg iW, P\
deciViRQ caQ be fRXQded RQ a QRUP RU a YalXe, aQd I caQ belieYe iQ
all hRQeVW\ WhaW VRPeWhiQg Zhich haV cRPe fURP elVeZheUe Ueall\ iV
P\ RZQ. IQ WhiV caVe Whe ¶Ze· iV Whe cRQWeQW aQd, PRUe WhaQ WhaW, iW iV
Whe laZ Rf P\ cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd Rf iWV ¶beiQg·, beaUiQg iQ PiQd WhaW
Ze aUe QRW XViQg WheVe WeUPV iQ aQ\ RQWRlRgical, VXbVWaQWial RU
abVRlXWe Za\. The ¶Ze·, RU UaWheU Whe ¶Ze·V, aUe ViPXlWaQeRXVl\
iQWeUQal aQd e[WeUQal WR ¶I· aQd ¶Pe·; Whe\ deWeUPiQe WheP, bXW QRW iQ
a cUXde, e[WeUQal Za\. AQd iW iV RQl\ aW Whe heaUW Rf ¶Ze· WhaW ¶I· caQ
be diVWiQgXiVhed fURP ¶Pe·, WR Whe e[WeQW WhaW Whe ¶Ze· aXWhRUi]eV
WhiV VSliW, PakiQg iW SRVVible aQd iQdeed iQeYiWable. IW RQl\ aSSeaUV



aW ceUWaiQ VWageV Rf hiVWRU\, aQd iQ ceUWaiQ VRcieWieV (VXch aV RXUV!).
The diVWiQcWiRQ beWZeeQ ¶I·, ¶Pe· aQd ¶Ze· RSeUaWeV iQ a VSeciɹed ¶XV·.
The ¶I· WakeV Whe dRPiQaQW YRice; iW illXPiQaWeV ceUWaiQ fUagPeQWV Rf
Whe ¶Ze· aQd fRcXVeV WheP. The ¶Pe· eQcRPSaVVeV Whe deeS SlXUaliW\
Rf Whe ¶Ze·, RU UaWheU, Rf Whe ¶Ze·V.

BXW ZhaW haSSeQV if I VSeak RXW iQ Whe QaPe Rf a gURXS (faPil\,
fUieQdV, aVVRciaWiRQV, eWc.) RU if I Pake aQ iPSRUWaQW deciViRQ
jXVWiɹed b\ Whe QRUPV aQd YalXeV Rf Whe gURXS, aQd b\ Whe
UegXlaWRU\ UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV aQd SaWWeUQV Rf behaYiRXU Rf VRcieW\ aV a
ZhRle? IQ WhiV caVe, ¶I· aP VSeakiQg aQd ¶I· aP decidiQg; aQd \eW, ¶I·
aQd ¶Pe· becRPe blXUUed. WhaWeYeU I aP becRPeV XQcRQVciRXV. I
caQ eYeQ PiViQWeUSUeW P\ feeliQgV aQd P\ iQWeUeVWV, aQd diVUegaUd
ZhaW iV clRVeVW WR P\ heaUW b\ failiQg WR UecRgQi]e iW. The ¶Ze·
becRPeV lRcali]ed aQd fRcXVed. IW becRPeV Whe ceQWUe aQd Whe
QXcleXV Rf cRQVciRXVQeVV. ¶I· aQd ¶Ze· dR QRW diVaSSeaU. The\ VWill
ɹgXUe iQ Whe cRQVWellaWiRQ. The\ UePaiQ acWiYe. IW Ueall\ iV Pe ZhR iV
VSeakiQg aQd PakiQg deciViRQV, bXW RQl\ iQ VR faU aV I aP SaUW Rf XV.
The ¶I· aQd Whe ¶Pe· laSVe iQWR UelaWiYe XQcRQVciRXVQeVV.

The VaPe WhiQg haSSeQV ZheQ Whe ¶I· VXcceedV iQ SlaciQg iWVelf iQ
Whe SeUVSecWiYe Rf Whe ¶\RX· dXUiQg a dialRgXe. IQ WhiV caVe Whe ¶Ze·
liQkV Whe ¶I· aQd Whe ¶\RX· aQd WakeV fURQW VWage: SUecRQVciRXV bXW
VXSUacRQVciRXV aW ɹUVW, iW becRPeV Whe fRcal SRiQW RU ceQWUe Rf
cRQVciRXV acWiYiW\, Zhile Whe ¶I· SeU Ve becRPeV ¶XQcRQVciRXV·.

ThiV dialecWic Rf cRQVciRXVQeVV (i.e., Rf iQfUacRQVciRXVQeVV aQd
VXSUacRQVciRXVQeVV, Rf Whe SaVVage fURP UelaWiYe XQcRQVciRXVQeVV WR
UelaWiYe cRQVciRXVQeVV) cRUUeVSRQdV WR dialecWical PRPeQWV: ¶Whe
liYed/liYiQg·, ¶cRQjXQcWXUe/VWUXcWXUe·, ¶Whe eYeU\da\/WRWaliW\·. IW iV
cleaU WhaW signs (ZRUdV: I, \RX, he, eWc.) Sla\ aQ iPSRUWaQW URle. The\
aUe UelaWiYe cRQVWaQWV, cU\VWalli]aWiRQV, QXcleXVeV bRWh Rf
cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd Rf cRPPXQicaWiRQ. DR Whe\ cUeaWe ZhaW Whe\
VigQif\? YeV aQd QR. TakeQ abVRlXWel\, WhiV idea iV aQ e[WUaSRlaWiRQ.
TakeQ UelaWiYel\, hRZeYeU, iW iV WUXe. LaQgXage iV a VRcial facW, aQd
Sla\V a SaUW iQ all VRcial facWV. IW iV a SaUW Rf WheP. IW iV WheUefRUe Whe
acWiYe elePeQW Rf eYeU\ VRcial SheQRPeQRQ. IW helSV WR bUiQg iW iQWR
beiQg aQd WR ɹ[ iW. RealQeVV aQd SRVVibiliW\, Whe SURjecW aQd iWV
Ueali]aWiRQ ² Whe\ all SaVV WhURXgh laQgXage. IW eQableV ZRUkV, bXW



dReV QRW cUeaWe WheP hiVWRUicall\. IQ VRcieWieV VXch aV RXUV, ZheUe
Whe iQdiYidXal PaQageV WR e[SUeVV hiPVelf (QRW ZiWhRXW diɽcXlW\)
becaXVe he PaQageV WR e[iVW (QRW ZiWhRXW diɽcXlW\), iQdiYidXalV
haYe cUeaWed WheiU Za\ Rf e[SUeVViRQ. OQce iW haV beeQ cRQVWiWXWed,
iW becRPeV acWiYe. IW cUeaWeV iQdiYidXalV. SigQV SeU Ve iQWeUYeQe. IQ
WhiV Za\ Whe dialecWical PRYePeQWV Ze PeQWiRQed abRYe becRPe
iQWeUZRYeQ ZiWh aQ eYeQ PRUe cRPSle[ PRYePeQW:
¶e[SUeVViYiW\/VigQiɹcaWiRQ·, Zhich XQfRldV aW Whe heaUW Rf VRcieW\ aV a
ZhRle.

ThXV Ze aUe able WR UelaWiYi]e XQcRQVciRXVQeVV, aQd WR cRQceiYe Rf
iW VRciall\ b\ liQkiQg iW WR Whe idea, UaWheU YagXe iQ iWVelf, Rf ¶Whe
liYed·, i.e., iQ WhiV cRQWe[W, Whe eYeU\da\. GiYeQ Whe iPSRUWaQce Rf
VigQV, Ze cRXld cRQQecW Whe VWXd\ Rf XQcRQVciRXVQeVV WhXV deɹQed iQ
Whe ¶cRQjXQcWXUe/VWUXcWXUe· UelaWiRQ fRU Whe cRQVciRXV beiQgV Ze aUe,
WR a geQeUal VePaQWicV aQd a geQeUal VePeiRlRg\, bXW ZiWh Whe
SURYiVR WhaW Ze dR QRW aVVXPe WhaW WhiV Za\ Rf VWXd\iQg laQgXage
Zill haYe Whe SUiYilege Rf deliYeUiQg aQ eVVeQce.

UViQg WhiV PRdel, Ze Zill iPPediaWel\ be able WR diVceUQ a
cRQcUeWe fRUP Rf alieQaWiRQ iQ Whe eYeU\da\. AlieQaWiRQ dReV QRW
RQl\ cRPe fURP Whe QRUPV aQd PRdelV Ze RXUVelYeV deWeUPiQe. IW
dReV QRW RQl\ cRPe fURP Whe iQYeQWiYe SaWWeUQV Rf behaYiRXU aQd
Whe faVciQaWiQg iPageV Zhich diVWUacW XV fURP RXUVelYeV. WheQ iW iV
bRUQ fURP a PiVXQdeUVWaQdiQg Rf Whe leYel RQ Zhich cRQVciRXVQeVV iV
ViWXaWed, iW iV Whe child Rf RXU RZQ iQiWiaWiYeV aQd RXU RZQ acWiRQV. If
I cRQfXVe ¶I·, ¶Pe· aQd ¶Ze· ² if I PeUge WheP, if I RYeUlRRk Whe
diVWaQce beWZeeQ WheVe leYelV ² I iQWURdXce aQ alieQaWiRQ. ¶I· WhiQkV iW
iV ¶Ze·, aQd eYeQ ZRUVe, ¶WheP·. If I fRUgeW Whe gaS beWZeeQ WheVe
WeUPV, if I leaYe RQe Rf WheP iQ bliQd QeceVViW\ b\ RSWiQg fRU
aQRWheU, if I diVUegaUd XQSeUceiYed cRQɻicWV b\ acceSWiQg Whe VeW aV
cRheViYe, WheQ ¶cRQVciRXVQeVV· aQd ¶XQcRQVciRXVQeVV· becRPe blXUUed
aQd WheiU URleV becRPe UeYeUVed. ¶MiVcRQVciRXVQeVV· WUiXPShV. NRZ
ZheQ VRcial SUacWice WeacheV XV laQgXage iW alVR WeacheV XV hRZ WR
SaVV fURP ¶I· WR ¶Ze·, aQd Yice YeUVa. IW iV a UaWheU cUXde cXlWXUal
aSSUeQWiceVhiS, a VWUXcWXUiQg aQd VWUXcWXUed YeUbal WechQiTXe. IQ
WhiV cRQWe[W WheUe iV a UiVk WhaW Whe WeUPV ¶VWUXcWXUe· aQd ¶WechQiTXe·
Pa\ lead XV aVWUa\. The\ cRQjXUe XS a VeQVe Rf VRlidiW\. BXW iQ WhiV



cRQWe[W WheVe WechQiTXeV aUe UaQdRP, aQd Whe VRcial VWUXcWXUeV Rf
cRQVciRXVQeVV Zhich Ze aUe WU\iQg WR deliPiW aUe bRWh VWUaQgel\
YigRURXV aQd cXUiRXVl\ fUagile; eʃecWiYel\, RQ Whe iQdiYidXal Vcale,
Whe\ aUe fRXQded RQ ZRUdV. HeQce Whe cRQVWaQW SRVVibiliW\ Rf a
misXse Rf ZRUdV aQd aQ XnaZareness Rf ZhaW Whe\ UelaWe WR.

IQ Whe SUecediQg SageV Ze haYe caUefXll\ diVWiQgXiVhed Whe
cRQceSWV (Rf fRUP, fXQcWiRQ aQd VWUXcWXUe) iQ RUdeU WR gUaVS WheiU
cRQQecWiRQV PRUe eʃecWiYel\. We caQ SURceed iQ Whe VaPe Za\ fRU
s\sWem aQd sWrXcWXre. The Za\ Whe ZRUd ¶V\VWeP· aQd Whe ZRUd
¶VWUXcWXUe· aUe XVed iV aV YagXe aV iW iV RbVcXUe. TheUe iV a WeQdeQc\
WR Pake WheP V\QRQ\PRXV, SaUWicXlaUl\ ZheQ ceUWaiQ chaUacWeUiVWicV
Rf VWUXcWXUe aUe ePShaVi]ed, VXch aV cRheUeQce, iQQeU lRgic, aQd Whe
ZhRle iQ Zhich elePeQWV aUe diVWUibXWed aQd PaiQWaiQed accRUdiQg
WR aQ iPPaQeQW lRgic. The WeUP ¶V\VWeP· XVed WR be PiVleadiQgl\
cleaU, becaXVe iW ZaV XVed iQdiVcUiPiQaWel\ WR PeaQ ¶Whe Ueal· (Whe
V\VWeP Rf cRQVaQgXiQiW\, accRUdiQg WR MRUgaQ),25 cRQceSWXal
cRQVWUXcWV (¶legal V\VWePV·, fRU e[aPSle, RU ¶SRliWical V\VWePV·) aQd
SXUe abVWUacWiRQV (¶ShilRVRShical V\VWePV·). IQ eYeU\ caVe, Whe PRVW
iPSRUWaQW chaUacWeUiVWic iV balaQce aQd iQQeU cRheViRQ. AQd Ze Qeed
WR kQRZ ZheUe WhiV chaUacWeUiVWic RUigiQaWeV: fURP lRgic, fURP Whe
Ueal, RU fURP bRWh. If WhiV TXeVWiRQ UePaiQV XQaQVZeUed, Whe cRQceSW
Zill be eTXiYRcal. ThiV ZRXld SeUhaSV e[SlaiQ Whe aPbigXiW\ Rf Whe
idea Rf VWUXcWXUe, Zhich iV XQdeUVWRRd VRPeWiPeV aV a cRQVWUXcW (a
PRdel) aQd aW RWheU WiPeV aV giYeQ (aQ eVVeQce), RU aV a Pi[WXUe Rf
WheVe WZR SRlaUiWieV.

IW ZRXld SeUhaSV be feaVible WR keeS Whe ZRUd ¶V\VWeP· (iQ Whe
VRcial VcieQceV) fRU VWUXcWXUeV Zhich UeSURdXce WheiU RZQ elePeQWV
ZiWh SeUiRdic UegXlaUiW\, WhXV iPSRViQg c\clic fRUP RQ VRcial WiPe.
ThiV iV a fRUP (aPRQg RWheUV) Rf cRheUeQce aQd WePSRUaliW\,
chaUacWeUi]ed b\ a ciUcXlaU SURceVV: Whe elePeQWV chaQge, bXW WheiU
cRQQecWiRQV dR QRW. LeW XV Wake RQe iQWeUeVWiQg caVe: s\sWems of
agricXlWXral cXlWiYaWion.26 ThiV haV beeQ Whe RbjecW Rf VRPe VigQiɹcaQW
ZRUk (PRUe iQ IWal\ aQd GeUPaQ\ WhaQ iQ FUaQce), bXW iW haV beeQ
VRPeZhaW QeglecWed, VR WhaW ViPilaU UeVeaUch haV VXbVeTXeQWl\ beeQ
gUeeWed ZiWh a gUeaW deal Rf VXUSUiVe. IW iV RbYiRXV WhaW ViQce laQd
VeWWlePeQW aQd Whe gURZWh Rf YillageV, SeaVaQW gURXSV haYe had WR



Wake eYeU\ elePeQW iQWR accRXQW ZheQ RUgaQi]iQg SURdXcWiRQ: VRil,
cliPaWe, SRSXlaWiRQ, labRXU QeedV aQd UeVRXUceV, aQd WechQiTXeV fRU
SlaQW cXlWiYaWiRQ, eWc. Of cRXUVe, iQ aUchaic SeaVaQW cRPPXQiWieV,
WhiV RUgaQi]aWiRQ ZaV QRW caUUied RXW accRUdiQg WR RXU RZQ UaWiRQal
aQd RSeUaWiRQal Za\ Rf WhiQkiQg. The iQdiVSeQVable balaQce ZaV
achieYed b\ ePSiUical WUial aQd eUURU, iQ Whe gXiVe Rf UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV
aQd V\PbRlV, accRUdiQg WR Whe RUdeU aWWUibXWed WR Whe cRVPRV aQd WR
Whe hXPaQ cRPPXQiW\, aQd XQdeU Whe leadeUVhiS Rf eldeUV, chiefV
aQd SUieVWV. MiVWakeV ZeUe YeU\ cRVWl\: faPiQeV, cUiVeV ZiWhiQ Whe
cRPPXQiW\. IW iV SURbable WhaW PechaQical Velf-UegXlaWiRQ caPe WRR
laWe, aQd WhaW Whe SUeYeQWiRQ Rf PiVWakeV aQd Whe SUedicWiRQ Rf eUURUV
ZaV a PaWWeU Rf iQfRUPed gXeVVZRUk. IQ aQ\ eYeQW, balaQce ZaV
achieYed iQ a ViWXaWiRQ Rf SeUPaQeQW chaQge, Zhich iQYRlYed Whe
UeSURdXcWiRQ Rf elePeQWV aQd WheiU UelaWiRQV iQ a VRcial SUacWice aV
\eW XQaZaUe Rf iWVelf. The V\VWeP Rf cXlWiYaWiRQ iWVelf gURXSed a
VeUieV Rf SURdXcWiYe elePeQWV WRgeWheU iQ a cRheUeQW VeW: ZRRdlaQd
(fRU gaWheUiQg, bUeediQg, ZRRd); VWeSSe, SaVWXUe (fRU liYeVWRck);
aUable laQd (fRU ceUeal SURdXcWiRQ); gaUdeQV (fRU YegeWableV);
RUchaUdV (fRU fUXiWV), SlXV RWheU leVV eVVeQWial bXW iQ ceUWaiQ caVeV
iPSRUWaQW elePeQWV (SlaceV fRU ɹVhiQg, UiYeUV, SRQdV, eWc.). IW iV cleaU
WhaW WheVe ¶SaUaPeWeUV· gaYe UiVe WR deɹQed cRQdiWiRQV (QRWabl\ b\
Za\ Rf Whe WechQiTXeV iQYRlYed) Zhich cRPbiQed iQ Za\V Zhich
ZeUe VRPeWiPeV Yiable, VRPeWiPeV RSWiPal, bXW VRPeWiPeV deVWiQed
WR die RXW.

The balaQced diVWUibXWiRQ Rf Whe YaUiRXV ¶elePeQWV· eVWabliVheV a
V\VWeP. The WeUP becRPeV Yalid ZheQ Ze cRQVideU Whe balaQce aQd
Whe QeceVVaU\ cRheViRQ Rf Whe ZhRle. WheQ aQ agUaUiaQ V\VWeP iV
Zell deɹQed ² QRWabl\ b\ Whe iPSlePeQWV aQd agUicXlWXUal
WechQiTXeV iW XVeV ² iW deWeUPiQeV Whe laQdVcaSe, aQd Whe VWUXcWXUe Rf
Whe Yillage aQd iWV UelaWiRQ WR Whe VRil. IW alVR deWeUPiQeV a
SeUiRdiciW\, i.e., a c\clic WiPe Vcale Pade XS Rf VPall c\cleV. The
laUge c\cleV ZeUe bieQQial, WUieQQial, TXadUeQQial (iQ RWheU ZRUdV, aW
Whe eQd Rf WZR, WhUee RU fRXU \eaUV RU PRUe, Whe VaPe cURSV
UeaSSeaUed RQ Whe VaPe laQd). The laUge c\cle Rf cURS URWaWiRQ ZaV
Pade XS Rf VPalleU c\cleV: \eaUV, VeaVRQV, PRQWhV, ZeekV.



IQ a geQeUal cRQWe[W, Whe Za\V Rf adaSWiQg WR a WeUUaiQ ZeUe
alZa\V ɻe[ible. UViQg ZiVdRP aQd kQRZledge, e[SeUieQce aQd
deWeUPiQaWiRQ, hXPaQ gURXSiQgV haYe alZa\V XVed Whe laQd WR
eQRUPRXV adYaQWage (VR PXch VR WhaW eYeQ bUXWal iQWeUYeQWiRQV b\
cRQTXeURUV RU laQdRZQeUV failed WR VhaWWeU WheiU UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV Rf
Whe cRVPRV aQd WheiU VeQVe Rf RUgaQic balaQce). TheUe iV QRWhiQg
iQfallible abRXW WhiV ZiVdRP; iW iV bURXghW iQWR eʃecW WR UePed\
PiVWakeV Zhich cRPe iQ Whe Zake Rf caWaVWURSheV, UaWheU WhaQ aV a
VRYeUeigQ cXUe fRU WheP. TheUefRUe, giYeQ Whe diYeUViW\ Rf cRQcUeWe
ViWXaWiRQV, Whe SURbleP Rf claVVif\iQg V\VWePV Rf cXlWiYaWiRQ iV faiUl\
diɽcXlW WR UeVRlYe. OQce agaiQ Ze aUe faced ZiWh iQde[eV, cUiWeUia,
W\SRlRg\ aQd PRdelV. IQ VSiWe Rf WheiU XQTXeVWiRQabl\ ¶V\VWePaWic·
chaUacWeU, WheVe V\VWePV dR QRW cRiQcide ZiWh RWheU, PRUe lRgical
V\VWePV. FRU WhiV UeaVRQ agURQRPiVWV aQd agUicXlWXUal hiVWRUiaQV
haYe VXggeVWed a gUeaW PaQ\ W\SRlRgieV, XViQg diʃeUeQW iQde[eV aQd
cUiWeUia. SRPe ² SaUWicXlaUl\ iQ GeUPaQ\ ² begiQ ZiWh Whe
SUedRPiQaQW elePeQW (ZRRdlaQd, SaVWXUe, SlRXghed laQd, fUXiW RU
YegeWable cXlWiYaWiRQ) Zhile QRW RYeUlRRkiQg Whe d\QaPic aVSecW Whe
V\VWeP fUeTXeQWl\ adRSWV (fRU e[aPSle, iWiQeUaQW cXlWiYaWiRQ, RU cURS
URWaWiRQ aQd Whe bXUQiQg Rf ZRRdlaQd, eWc.). OWheUV Wake a QegaWiYe
cUiWeUiRQ: Whe e[WeQW Rf XQcXlWiYaWed WeUUaiQ RU Rf laQd lefW fallRZ.
The\ dUaZ a diVWiQcWiRQ beWZeeQ UelaWiYel\ diVcRQWiQXRXV cXlWXUeV
aQd UelaWiYel\ cRQWiQXRXV RQeV. OWheUV baVe WheiU claVViɹcaWiRQ XSRQ
Whe UeVXlWV Rf WechQiTXeV; WhXV Whe faPRXV agURQRPiVW GaVSaUiQ
claVVed V\VWePV Rf cXlWiYaWiRQ iQWR ¶Sh\Vical· (QaWXUal),
¶aQdURSh\Vical· (a VWable habiWaW, PaQ·V acWiYe iQWeUYeQWiRQ iQ
QaWXUe, bXW ZiWh cXlWiYaWiRQ iQWeUUXSWed b\ fallRZiQg) aQd
¶aQdURcWic· (Whe iQcUeaViQg SUedRPiQaQce Rf cRQWiQXRXV cXlWiYaWiRQ
aQd Rf WechQiTXeV chaUacWeUi]ed abRYe all b\ Whe cRQWUibXWiRQ Rf
iQdeSeQdeQWl\ SURdXced feUWili]eUV). OQe cRXld eYeQ begiQ fURP a
SXUel\ ecRQRPic cUiWeUiRQ (baUWeU aQd Whe cRPPeUciali]aWiRQ Rf
SURdXcWV), fURP a SXUel\ WechQical RQe (Whe iPSlePeQWV XVed), RU
fURP a SXUel\ TXaQWiWaWiYe eYalXaWiRQ (gURVV YegeWable RU aQiPal
SURdXcW SeU XQiW Rf laQd RU head Rf liYeVWRck).

DeVSiWe Whe UigRURXV chaUacWeU Rf WheVe V\VWePV, a PeWhRdRlRgical
SURbleP UePaiQV, QaPel\ WhaW Rf W\pe. TheUe iV alVR Whe SURbleP Rf



Whe UelaWiRQ beWZeeQ hiVWRUiciW\ aQd VWUXcWXUe. ¶S\VWePaWiciW\· b\ QR
PeaQV eliPiQaWeV Whe cRPSle[iW\ Rf Whe facWV. MRUeRYeU Ze VhRXld
QRWe WhaW QeZ WechQiTXeV (¶WechQical SURgUeVV·) dR QRW alZa\V PeUel\
PRdif\ e[iVWiQg V\VWePV aQd VWUXcWXUeV. IQ PaQ\ caVeV hiVWRU\
SURceedV b\ e[SlRViRQV, b\ VXddeQ PXWaWiRQV Zhich bUiQg cUiVeV aQd
dUaPaV iQ WheiU Zake. SRPeWiPeV Whe leadeUV Rf a giYeQ VRcieW\ WhiQk
Whe\ haYe achieYed a deɹQiWe eTXilibUiXP (aV iQ Whe caVe Rf Whe
aYeUage deYelRSPeQW Rf ceUeal cXlWiYaWiRQ fURP Whe eighWeeQWh
ceQWXU\ XS WR Whe SUeVeQW da\, Zhich haV beeQ UaWiRQall\ PaQaged).
Sadl\, PRdeUQ WechQiTXeV haYe SXUel\ aQd ViPSl\ bURkeQ XS Whe
V\VWePV, Whe VWUXcWXUeV, Whe SeUiRdiciWieV aQd Whe Uh\WhPV. UQdeU
faYRXUable cRQdiWiRQV (WechQical PeaQV aQd Whe aPRXQW Rf laQd
aYailable), fUeedRP Rf iQiWiaWiYe becRPeV VXch WhaW QRWhiQg iQ QaWXUe
VWaQdV iQ Whe Za\ Rf RSWiRQV, chRiceV aQd SURjecWV. QXeVWiRQV Rf
SURɹWabiliW\, \ield, ɹQaQcial PeaQV, PaUkeW, SlaQQiQg, WacWicV aQd
VWUaWeg\ UeSlace Whe Rld ¶Uh\WhPV· iPSRVed b\ Whe UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ
PaQ aQd QaWXUe. IQ WhiV da\ aQd age, Whe aQcieQW Uh\WhPV, c\cleV
aQd UegXlaUiWieV, all RXU aQceVWUal UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV Rf Whe cRVPRV aQd
Rf hXPaQ acWiRQV, aUe falliQg WR SieceV.

AQd \eW, Whe Rld V\VWePV haYe QRW diVaSSeaUed. The\ SeUSeWXaWe
WhePVelYeV aQd caUU\ RQ iQ a gUeaW PaQ\ Za\V, QRW ViPSl\ aV
VXUYiYalV, bXW acWiYel\ (XQleVV RQe deɹQeV eYeU\WhiQg Zhich iV QRW
Whe UeVXlW Rf Whe laWeVW WechQiTXeV aV VXUYiYalV). EYeQ iQ UXUal aUeaV
Rf Whe iQdXVWUial cRXQWUieV, aSaUW fURP UegiRQV ZheUe VSeciali]ed
cXlWiYaWiRQ haV beeQ deYelRSed XViQg Whe PRVW UeceQW WechQiTXeV
(like Whe CRUQ BelW iQ Whe USA), Ze Pa\ RbVeUYe PaQ\ WUaceV Rf
aQcieQW V\VWePV Rf cXlWiYaWiRQ. IQ VR-called ¶XQdeUdeYelRSed· UegiRQV
aQd cRXQWUieV, Whe\ aUe iQ Whe PajRUiW\. NRU haYe Whe cRUUeVSRQdiQg
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV diVaSSeaUed, eVSeciall\ QRW WhRVe liQked WR cRVPic
c\cleV aQd Uh\WhPV. DRXbWleVV WheiU SeUViVWeQce iV cRQQecWed ZiWh
RWheU hXPaQ SheQRPeQa, aQd WheVe Qeed WR be VWXdied.

WhaW Ze haYe jXVW Vaid abRXW agUicXlWXUal V\VWePV cRXld alVR be
Vaid mXWaWis mXWandis Rf RWheU V\VWePV. RelaWiRQV Rf cRQVaQgXiQiW\
haYe alUead\ beeQ VWXdied e[WeQViYel\, VR leW XV leaYe WheP WR RQe
Vide. IQVWead Ze Zill lRRk aW PXVical V\VWePV. HiVWRU\ UeYealV Whe
e[iVWeQce Rf PaQ\ PXVical V\VWePV (Whe VegPeQWaWiRQ Rf Whe VRXQd



cRQWiQXXP, VcaleV, eWc.), all Rf Zhich aUe cRheUeQW. ThiV
chaUacWeUiVWic ² cRheUeQce ² becRPeV cRQVciRXV aQd SUedRPiQaQW iQ
Whe WeVW dXUiQg a UaWiRQali]aWiRQ Zhich begiQV ZiWh Whe GUeekV aQd
UeacheV a Seak iQ Whe eighWeeQWh ceQWXU\. The V\VWeP Rf WRQaliW\
elabRUaWed aW WhaW WiPe iV aQ iQWegUal SaUW Rf a UePaUkable
UaWiRQali]aWiRQ WakiQg Slace iQ all aUeaV aQd all UelaWiRQV. IW WUXl\ iV a
V\VWeP, ZiWh aQ XlWiPaWe lRgic (QaPel\ WRQal haUPRQ\) Zhich
gRYeUQV Whe RWheU aVSecWV Rf PXVical cUeaWiRQ, VRQg, Whe XVe Rf
iQVWUXPeQWV aQd YRiceV, aQd Whe Uh\WhPV aQd SeUiRdiciWieV Rf
UeSeWiWiRQV Rf VRXQdV aQd WheiU cRPbiQaWiRQV. FURP WheQ RQ Whe
V\VWeP Rf WRQaliW\ VSillV RYeU iQWR VRcial life: SRSXlaU VRQgV aQd
PelRdieV Rbe\ Whe laZV Rf WRQaliW\. TheQ Ze ZiWQeVV a WZRfRld
SheQRPeQRQ, bRWh VideV Rf Zhich aUe eTXall\ UePaUkable: Whe
SeUViVWeQW echReV aQd UeYiYalV Rf aUchaic V\VWePV, aQd Whe VhaWWeUiQg
Rf all SUeYiRXV V\VWePV XQdeU Whe WechQical iPSeWXV Rf WRQaliW\.

TheVe RbVeUYaWiRQV VXggeVW a h\SRWheViV (Zhich iQ facW Ze haYe
alUead\ fRUPXlaWed XViQg RWheU ZRUdV, aQd Zhich Ze haYe UeWaiQed
fRU fXUWheU XVe). The V\VWeP Rf WRQaliW\ cRQWaiQV SaUWial V\VWePV,
Zhich VRPeWiPeV PaQifeVW WhePVelYeV RQ a dXal SlaQe, WhaW Rf
aeVWheWicV aQd WhaW Rf da\-WR-da\ life (Ze dR QRW cRQVideU VRQgV WR be
e[WeUQal WR eYeU\da\ life; a V\PShRQ\ belRQgV WR leaUQed aUW,
ZheUeaV a SRSXlaU VRQg iV SaUW Rf Whe diPeQViRQ Rf Whe eYeU\da\ aQd
Rf Whe VRcial Zhich iQYRlYeV Sla\, Zhich iV a diPeQViRQ Ze aUe
aWWePSWiQg WR Vhed lighW RQ). TheVe V\VWePV aUe UePaUkable fRU WheiU
cRheUeQce, eYeQ ZheQ WhiV iV RbVcXUed b\ eYeU\da\ WUiYia; iW iV
WhaQkV WR WhiV cRheUeQce WhaW Whe\ aUe able WR gR RQ VXUYiYiQg fRU VR
lRQg, like Whe agUicXlWXUal V\VWePV Ze caQ VWill RbVeUYe iQ RXU RZQ
VR-called ¶XQdeUdeYelRSed· UXUal aUeaV. IQ SUacWice, WheVe V\VWePV
aSSeaU aV YiciRXV ciUcleV Zhich ePSUiVRQ: A VXSSRVeV B, Zhich
VXSSRVeV C, Zhich VXSSRVeV A. HRZ PaQ\ WiPeV iQ RXU eYeU\da\
liYeV dR Ze heaU Whe UePaUk: ¶IW·V jXVW a YiciRXV ciUcle!· IW iV a
chaUacWeUiVWic Rf V\VWePV WR be ciUcXlaU aQd c\clic, ZiWh SeUiRdiciW\
aQd UeSeWiWiRQ. SR ZhaW Ze aUe aWWePSWiQg iV WR Pake aQ iQYeQWRU\
aQd a cRXQW Rf VXch SaUWial V\VWePV: agUicXlWXUal V\VWePV; lRgic aQd
diVcRXUVe iQ geQeUal, aQd Whe XVe Rf laQgXage; PXVic, SaiQWiQg, aQd
eVSeciall\ aUchiWecWXUe, iQ VR faU aV iW eQWeUV iQWR eYeU\da\ life; liQkV



Rf cRQVaQgXiQiW\ aQd UelaWiRQV; V\VWePV Rf UiWXal, gifWV aQd baUWeU;
V\VWePV Rf VigQV, RU VePeiRlRgieV, iQ PaQQeUV aQd dUeVV, eWc.

IQ RQe VeQVe, Whe eYeU\da\ iV Pade XS Rf VXch SaUWial V\VWePV,
jX[WaSRVed ZiWhRXW aQ\ UaWiRQal liQkV, aQd each ZiWh iWV RZQ
iPSlicaWiRQV aQd cRQVeTXeQceV: WePSRUaliW\, Uh\WhPV, SeUiRdiciW\,
UecXUUeQceV aQd UeSeWiWiRQV, VSeciɹc ZRUkV aQd V\PbRli]aWiRQV.
TheVe V\VWePV aUe diVWiQcW aQd diVcRQQecWed. SRPe Rf WheP
UeSURdXce RU SURlRQg fRUPeU dRPiQaQW ¶V\VWePV·, VXch aV
agUicXlWXUal V\VWePV RU ceUePRQial V\VWePV fRU e[aPSle. MRVW if QRW
all aUe RXW Rf VWeS ZiWh ¶PRdeUQ· WechQiTXeV, Zhich WeQd QRW RQl\ WR
UejecW WheP aV aQachURQiVWic, bXW abRYe all WR diVPePbeU WheP. IW
Zill be RXU WaVk WR deVcUibe Whe UePaiQiQg debUiV, Zhich VWill UeWaiQV
YiVible WUaceV Rf Whe YigRURXV VWUXcWXUeV Zhich RQce VXSSRUWed iW aQd
aUe VWill legible ZiWhiQ iW.

SWrXcWXralism SURceedV b\ SUiYilegiQg VWUXcWXUe abVRlXWel\, aQd b\
abVRUbiQg ZiWhiQ iW Whe RWheU WeUPV Ze aUe cRQVideUiQg, alRQg ZiWh
Whe UelaWiRQV Whe\ deVigQaWe. WiWhRXW adPiWWiQg WR dR VR, iW
VXbVWaQWiɹeV iW, SUeVeQWiQg iW aV aQ eVVeQce aQd aV VRPeWhiQg
iQWelligible, WhXV acWiQg aV a belaWed PaUUiage bURkeU beWZeeQ
AUiVWRWeliaQ RQWRlRg\ aQd a PlaWRQiVP Zhich daUeV QRW VSeak iWV
QaPe. SWabiliW\ becRPeV bRWh acWiYe aQd fRUPal, Whe SURWRW\Se aQd
PRdel fRU Whe Ueal. IQ WhiV Za\ a ceUWaiQ elaVWiciW\ RU SlaVWiciW\ Rf
VWUXcWXUeV, WheiU iQQeU cRQWUadicWiRQV, aQd Whe SURfRXQd acWiRQ Rf
QegaWiRQ, i.e., Rf WiPe, aUe PaUgiQali]ed.

The (UelaWiYel\) SeUPaQeQW VWUXcWXUeV Zhich ¶VXcceed· afWeU a
SeUiRd Rf WiPe haYe VXUYiYed Whe eʃecWV Rf WiPe. The\ SeUViVW. BXW aW
Whe VaPe WiPe hRZ caQ Ze VXSSRVe WhaW dXUiQg WhiV VaPe SeUiRd
ceUWaiQ VWUXcWXUeV (VXch aV liYiQg VSecieV, VRcial gURXSV, SaWWeUQV Rf
behaYiRXU aQd PeQWal aWWiWXdeV) haYe QRW diVaSSeaUed, aQd SeUhaSV
iQ PXch laUgeU QXPbeUV WhaQ Whe VWUXcWXUeV Zhich haYe VXUYiYed,
eiWheU ɻRXUiVhiQg RU iPSRYeUiVhed? The QegaWiYiW\ Rf WiPe iV aW
ZRUk. The gaSV iQ RXU claVViɹcaWiRQV aUe highl\ UeYealiQg aQd Ze
caQQRW UedXce Whe SUehiVWRU\ Rf life aQd PaQkiQd WR a jX[WaSRViWiRQ
Rf biRlRgical aQd VRcial fRVVilV, like a diVSla\ caVe Rf ePSW\ VhellV
aQd SieceV Rf bRQe. ThiV h\SRWheViV iV iPSRVVible WR igQRUe, WhaW iV,
XQleVV Ze cRQfXVe VWUXcWXUaliVP ZiWh a WheRlRgical fRUPaliVP.



FRllRZiQg WhiV liQe Rf eQTXiU\, Ze diVcRYeU chaQce QRW RQl\ iQ Whe
iQQeU cRPbiQaWiRQV Rf VWUXcWXUal elePeQWV, bXW e[WeUQall\ iQ Whe Za\
iQ Zhich Whe cRPbiQaWiRQV UelaWe WR Whe eQYiURQPeQW. If a giYeQ
cRPbiQaWiRQ iV UelaWiYel\ VXcceVVfXl aQd SeUPaQeQW, WhiV iV QRW
ViPSl\ Whe UeVXlW Rf iWV ¶eVVeQce·, iWV VWabiliW\ aQd iWV iQQeU cRheUeQce.
The VecUeW Rf VXcceVV iV alVR WR be fRXQd e[WeUQall\, iQ e[chaQgeV
ZiWh QaWXUe, ZiWh RWheU VSecieV aQd ZiWh RWheU gURXSV. HRZeYeU,
VRRQeU RU laWeU chaQce iWVelf aSSeaUV aV QeceVVaU\ aQd deWeUPiQed,
bRWh iQ iWV elePeQWV aQd iQ Whe Za\ Whe\ cRPbiQe aQd ¶VXcceed·. The
iQQeU cRheUeQce becRPeV cleaUl\ aSSaUeQW ZheQ Whe RWheU VWUXcWXUeV
haYe beeQ ZRUQ RXW RU bURkeQ XS, aQd haYe diVaSSeaUed. IW caQ alVR
haSSeQ WhaW cRheUeQW, aQd WheUefRUe VWable, gURXSV UePaiQ VWagQaQW.
AV Hegel PighW haYe SXW iW, Ze Pa\ PeaVXUe WheiU lRVVeV b\ Whe Vi]e
Rf WheiU ZiQQiQgV. AQd gaPbliQg iV QRW eQWiUel\ cRQVciRXV RU eQWiUel\
XQcRQVciRXV; iW leaYeV URRP fRU iQWelligeQce aQd VWXSidiW\, ZiVdRP
aQd PadQeVV. IW ZRXld be SRVVible WR XVe WheVe RbVeUYaWiRQV WR dUaZ
XS a VchePaWic fRU a VSeciɹc hiVWRUiciW\ aQd a VkeWch fRU a dUaPaWic
hiVWRU\ Zhich ZRXld leaYe URRP fRU UaWiRQaliW\ (iQclXdiQg Whe
UaWiRQaliW\ Rf QXPbeUV aQd Rf gaPbliQg).

If iW iV liPiWed aQd deliPiWed iQ WhiV Za\, VWUXcWXUaliVP cRQWaiQV
PaQ\ WUXWhV. IW haV diVcRYeUed a feZ. MRUeRYeU, Ze aUe QRW
VXggeVWiQg a cRQjXQcWXUaliVP aV aQ alWeUQaWiYe dRcWUiQe WR
VWUXcWXUaliVP. B\ giYiQg iW a Slace aQd a SaUW WR Sla\, Ze aUe QRW
laSViQg iQWR eclecWiciVP. WhaW Ze aUe WU\iQg WR dR iV WR Slace
XQilaWeUaliWieV iQ a SURgUeVViYe dialecWi]aWiRQ Rf cRQceSWV. The
SUecediQg aUgXPeQWV cRQɹUP YieZV Ze haYe alUead\ fRUPXlaWed. We
acceSW Whe idea Rf VWUXcWXUe, bXW iQ a liPiWed Za\. WhaW Ze Va\ iV: if
Whe YalXe Rf VWUXcWXUeV iV e[aggeUaWed, Whe idea iWVelf iV
cRPSURPiVed. (IQ a QXWVhell: ¶VWUXcWXUaliVP YeUVXV VWUXcWXUe·.)
DeVSiWe iWV eʃRUWV WR Whe cRQWUaU\, SXUe VWUXcWXUaliVP lRVeV WRXch
ZiWh hiVWRUiciW\ aQd ZiWh VRcial UealiWieV iQ all WheiU diYeUViW\. IWV
faYRXUiWe aUeaV aUe WR be fRXQd iQ aUchaic gURXSV aQd VXUYiYalV. IW
caQQRW cRSe ZiWh processes like Whe hiVWRUical PRdaliWieV Rf a SURceVV
Rf becRPiQg Zhich VPaVheV WhURXgh RbVWacleV. FURP RXU Za\ Rf
WhiQkiQg, SXUel\ VWUXcWXUaliVW PeWhRd (if iQdeed Whe ZRUdV haYe aQ\
PeaQiQg) caQQRW Wackle Whe SURblePV Rf Whe PRdeUQ ZRUld. JXVW like



ePSiUiciVP, iW WeQdV WR e[clXde dialecWical WhRXghW (alWhRXgh iW dReV
QRW VXcceed iQ VR dRiQg). B\ e[aggeUaWiQg Whe iPSRUWaQce Rf
VWabiliWieV, iW alVR WeQdV WR UejecW Whe cRQceSW Rf alieQaWiRQ (iQclXdiQg
iWV e[WUePe fRUP: UeiɹcaWiRQ). IW UeiɹeV acWiRQV aQd ZRUkV SUeciVel\
becaXVe iW dReV QRW haYe a SUeciVe idea Rf ZhaW alieQaWiRQ aQd
UeiɹcaWiRQ aUe. The VWUXcWXUaliVW VchRRl UaWiɹeV ceUWaiQ XQfRUWXQaWe
cRQVeTXeQceV Rf Whe e[WUePe diYiViRQ Rf labRXU iQ VRcial SUacWice
aQd iQ kQRZledge. B\ VeSaUaWiQg WheP aQd WheQ ideQWif\iQg WheP, iW
cU\VWalli]eV aQd cRQgealV WheP.27

We Zill cRQWiQXe WR ePSlR\ Whe PeWhRdRlRgical cRQceSW Rf Whe
model b\ VeWWiQg RXW SUeciVel\ ZhaW iWV aWWUibXWeV aQd SURSeUWieV aUe:

a) IW UeɹQeV ceUWaiQ chaUacWeUiVWicV Rf Whe cRQceSW iQ geQeUal, aQd
Rf cRQceSWXal elabRUaWiRQ RU cRQceSWXali]aWiRQ. B\ VXPPiQg XS aQ
e[SeUiPeQWal aQd SUacWical giYeQ, Whe claVVic cRQceSW WXUQed WRR
PXch WRZaUdV Whe SaVW, aQd alVR WRZaUdV Whe ViPSle. The model iV a
PRUe ɻe[ible WRRl, caSable Rf e[SlRUiQg Whe cRPSle[ aQd Whe
UaQdRP. WiWh iW, WhRXghW becRPeV ¶SURSRViWiRQal· iQ a QeZ Za\:
SURgUaPPaWic. HRZeYeU, if Whe ¶PRdel· UeɹQeV Whe cRQceSW, iW caQQRW
diVSeQVe ZiWh iW. IW SUeVXSSRVeV a cRQceSWXal elabRUaWiRQ.

b) Like Whe cRQceSW, Whe PRdel iV a VcieQWiɹc abVWUacWiRQ aQd a
leYel Rf abVWUacWiRQ. IW iV alZa\V UeYiVable, aQd caQQRW be WakeQ
eiWheU aV a UealiW\ RU eQWiW\ iPPaQeQW WR Whe Ueal beQeaWh Whe
aSSeaUaQceV Rf SheQRPeQa (Whe RQWRlRgical WePSWaWiRQ, Zhich
VWUXcWXUaliVP ɹQdV haUd WR aYRid), RU aV a QRUP RU YalXe (Whe
QRUPaWiYe WePSWaWiRQ). The PeWhRdRlRg\ Rf PRdelV fRUbidV WheiU
feWiVhi]aWiRQ.

c) The PRdel iV cRQVWUXcWed iQ RUdeU WR cRQfURQW ¶UealiW\·
(e[SeUieQce aQd SUacWice). IW iV XVefXl, QRW leaVW becaXVe iW helSV XV
WR aSSUeciaWe Whe gaS beWZeeQ iWVelf aQd Whe facWV, beWZeeQ Whe
abVWUacW aQd Whe cRQcUeWe, beWZeeQ ZhaW haV beeQ ceUWiɹed aQd
ZhaW iV VWill SRVVible. The PRdel iV XVefXl: iW iV a ZRUkiQg iPSlePeQW
fRU kQRZledge. OQl\ Whe cRQceSW haV Whe digQiW\ Rf kQRZiQg.

d) AV faU aV a VeW Rf facWV iV cRQceUQed, WheUe caQ be QR TXeVWiRQ Rf
a ViQgle PRdel. If Ze aUe WR gUaVS Whe acWXal aQd Whe SRVVible, Ze
PXVW cRQVWUXcW VeYeUal PRdelV. The cRQfURQWaWiRQ beWZeeQ WheVe Zill
be aV iQWeUeVWiQg WheRUeWicall\ aV Whe cRQfURQWaWiRQ beWZeeQ RQe Rf



WheP aQd Whe cRQcUeWe elePeQW iW UeSUeVeQWV. IQ WhiV Za\ diYeUViW\
aQd diVcXVViRQ dXUiQg Whe SURceVV Rf kQRZledge Wake RQ added
YalXe. NR RQe PRdel caQ be VXɽcieQW RU SUeWeQd WR be VXɽcieQW b\
bUiQgiQg UeVeaUch WR a halW. SR Ze aUe faced ZiWh WZR alWeUQaWiYeV:
RQWRlRg\ RU cUiWiciVP, dRgPaWiVP RU ePSiUiciVP (RU SXUe UelaWiYiVP).

e) The cRQceSW Rf Whe model alVR helSV WR UeɹQe Whe cRQceSW Rf
h\SRWheViV. EYeU\ PRdel eQcRPSaVVeV a h\SRWheViV (iQ Whe bURadeVW
VeQVe, WheRUeWical RU VWUaWegic). EYeU\ h\SRWheViV cRQclXdeV b\
cRQVWUXcWiQg a PRdel, Zhich iV Whe halfZa\ VWage beWZeeQ iQYeQWiQg
Whe h\SRWheViV aQd SURYiQg iW. SR Whe PRdel aVVXPeV Whe TXaliWieV Rf
h\SRWheViV: SURYabiliW\, cUeaWiYiW\. AV PRliW]eU Vaid, iW VhRXld eQable
XV WR PRYe fURP ShilRVRShical lX[XU\ WR Whe ecRQRP\ Rf ShilRVRSh\,
b\ VeSaUaWiQg Whe h\SRWheViV RXW fURP VSecXlaWiRQ.

f) BecaXVe iW PXVW SURYe iWV cUeaWiYiW\, Whe PRdel PXVW haYe aQ
RSeUaWiQg RU RSeUaWiRQal chaUacWeU. HRZeYeU, WhiV WUaiW PXVW QRW be
feWiVhi]ed. The RSeUaWiQg WechQiTXeV liQked WR a SaUWicXlaU PRdel
PXVW be e[aPiQed ZiWh caUe aQd VXVSiciRQ. FeWiVhi]aWiRQ Rf WhiV
chaUacWeUiVWic, Zhich blRZV iW XS RXW Rf all SURSRUWiRQ, iV Whe feaWXUe
Rf a ceUWaiQ Zell-deɹQed ideRlRg\, QaPel\ WechQRcUaWiVP. The
RSeUaWiRQal PRdel becRPeV Whe SUacWical aQd WheRUeWical SURSeUW\ Rf
a bXUeaXcUac\ aQd a WechQRcUac\. ThiV bUiQgV XV back WR Whe PRVW
diVWXUbiQg aVSecW Rf VWUXcWXUaliVP. The feWiVhi]aWiRQ Rf Whe cRQceSW
Rf Whe ¶PRdel· iV SaUW Rf Whe VWUaWeg\ Rf Whe VRcial gURXS Rf
WechQRcUaWV.

In Whe pages Zhich folloZ, Ze Zill consWrXcW and propose WZo models
of eYer\da\ life in socieW\ as a Zhole: a model of needs and a model of
commXnicaWions.
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The Speciɹc Categories

1 The concept of totality

IQ Whe SUecediQg chaSWeUV RXU e[aPiQaWiRQ Rf Whe fRUPal WRRlV (Whe
iQWellecWXal iPSlePeQWV) Rf Whe VRcial VcieQceV haV led XV WiPe aQd
WiPe agaiQ WRZaUdV cRQcUeWe iQYeVWigaWiRQV abRXW RXU RbjecW Rf
VWXd\: eYeU\da\ life. NRZ, iQ WhiV iQYeQWRU\ Rf Whe VSeciɹc caWegRUieV
Zhich WhiV cRQWacW ZiWh Whe cRQcUeWe haV helSed XV WR elabRUaWe, Ze
Zill VRPeWiPeV ɹQd RXUVelYeV Rbliged WR lRRk back RQce PRUe
WRZaUdV Whe fRUPal. TheUe caQ be QRWhiQg VXUSUiViQg abRXW WhiV.
SXUel\ WhaW iV ZhaW dialecWical PRYePeQW iQ WhRXghW iV. We VWXd\
VSeciɹc caWegRUieV aQd cRQceSWV iQ RUdeU WR deWeUPiQe WheiU UelaWiYe
iPSRUWaQce aQd Whe liPiWed VSheUeV iQ Zhich Ze Pa\ aSSl\ WheP.
The VSeciɹc dReV QRW SUeclXde Whe fRUPal, aQd Whe SaUWicXlaU dReV
QRW SUeclXde Whe geQeUal. OYeUall Ze PXVW haYe a SUeciVe aQd
ɻe[ible VeW Rf PeQWal WRRlV aW RXU diVSRVal.

We caQQRW dR ZiWhRXW Whe cRQceSW Rf WoWaliW\. WheQ Ze aUe
dealiQg ZiWh hXPaQ UealiW\, bRWh WheRU\ aQd SUacWice eQcRPSaVV a
cRQceSWiRQ Rf WRWaliW\ (i.e., Rf VRcieW\ aQd PaQkiQd), iPSliciWl\ RU
e[SliciWl\. WiWhRXW WhiV cRQceSW, WheUe caQ be QR fUaPe Rf UefeUeQce;
QR geQeUaliW\, aQd eYeQ PRUe, QR XQiYeUValiW\. WiWhRXW iW,
kQRZledge iWVelf ceaVeV WR haYe a ¶VWUXcWXUe·. IW becRPeV VcaWWeUed
iQWR fUagPeQWed VWXdieV Zhich UeSlicaWe e[acWl\ Whe diYiViRQ Rf VRcial
labRXU iQVWead Rf cRQWURlliQg iW aQd XQdeUVWaQdiQg iW. IQ Whe beVW



caVeV WhiV iV QR PRUe WhaQ Whe eTXiYaleQW Rf a h\SeUcUiWical Velf-
deVWUXcWiYe aWWiWXde (ViQce Whe XQiYeUVal UeaSSeaUV ZiWh diʃeUeQW
QaPeV, aQd RfWeQ dRgPaWicall\: glRbaliW\, QihiliVP RU SRVWQihiliVP,
cXlWXUe, ciYili]aWiRQ, eWc.). IQ leVV faYRXUable caVeV Whe fUagPeQWed
VWXdieV aQd diVciSliQeV diVVRlYe iQWR P\Uiad iVRlaWed, ePSiUical facWV.
IQ Whe ɹQal aQal\ViV, WheUe iV QR lRQgeU aQ\ RbVWacle fRU WhRXghW WR
VWUXggle ZiWh. ThaW WePSRUaU\ baUUieU aQd liPiW WR aQal\ViV, Whe Ueal,
haV beeQ UePRYed. ThRXghW haV beeQ eQgXlfed aQd bXUied XQdeU a
PaVV Rf facWV Zhich, WR add iQVXlW WR iQjXU\, iW UeVSecWV aQd
VaQcWiRQV. IW QR lRQgeU haV a cUiWeUiRQ RU a hieUaUch\ Rf facWV aQd
cRQceSWV; iW QR lRQgeU iQYeVWigaWeV Whe eVVeQWial (becaXVe Whe
eVVeQWial iV QR PRUe!). The YeU\ idea Rf kQRZledge aV WRWaliW\ ² aV
cRQcUeWe XQiYeUValiW\ ² becRPeV blXUUed aQd diVaSSeaUV. FRU aQ
ePSiUiciVP ZiWhRXW cRQceSWV, RQe facW iV aV gRRd aV aQRWheU. WheQ
Ze WU\ WR SaUWicXlaUi]e kQRZledge, Ze deVWUR\ iW fURP ZiWhiQ. The
¶cRQcUeWe· Ze haYe VRXghW fRU VR lRQg elXdeV XV. The h\SeU-cRQcUeWe
iV aV abVWUacW aV aQ\ RWheU ShilRVRShical geQeUaliW\.

OYeU aQd be\RQd Whe PeWhRdRlRgical XVe Rf WRWaliW\, Ze PXVW alVR
cRQVideU iWV SUacWical XVe. WiWhRXW aQ (illXVRU\) UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ RU a
(WUXe) kQRZledge Rf VRcial WRWaliW\, ZiWhRXW a SaUWiciSaWiRQ iQ Whe
VRcial WRWaliW\ (aQ illXVRU\ RU WUXe parWicipaWion ² bXW Whe laWWeU iV
SUefeUable WR Whe fRUPeU!) iQ VRcial WRWaliW\, QR VSeciɹc gURXS haV
aQ\ VWaWXV RU ceUWaiQW\. IW feelV iW haV QR Slace. IW lackV Velf-
cRQɹdeQce iQ iWV RZQ YiWaliW\. IWV eYeU\da\ e[SeUieQce bUeakV dRZQ
iQWR iQWeUiQdiYidXal, VRciall\ cRQWiQgeQW UelaWiRQV. AV a UeVXlW iW haV
QR cRQɹdeQce iQ iWV leadeUV, i.e., WhRVe Rf iWV PePbeUV ZhR eQable iW
WR face XS WR Whe fXWXUe aQd ZhR hRld iWV VWUaWeg\ iQ WheiU haQdV.

ThiV highlighWV aQ aVSecW Rf dePRcUac\. WiWhRXW Whe eʃecWiYe aQd
Zell-fRXQded (geQXiQe) SaUWiciSaWiRQ Rf ciWi]eQV iQ WRWaliW\, WheUe caQ
be QR SRliWical dePRcUac\. IQ dePRcUac\, SaUWial gURXSV aUe fRUeYeU
cRQfURQWiQg each RWheU; each haV iWV WacWic aQd iWV VWUaWeg\.
NeYeUWheleVV Whe\ aUe SaUWiciSaWiQg iQ a WRWaliW\ Zhich WheiU
cRQfURQWaWiRQV aQd UiYalUieV (¶QRQ-aQWagRQiVWic cRQɻicWV·, WR XVe a
ZideVSUead bXW UaWheU YagXe fRUPXla) dR QRW deVWUR\. If WheUe iV QR
iQViVWeQce XSRQ WRWaliW\, WheRU\ aQd SUacWice acceSW Whe ¶Ueal· jXVW aV
iW iV, aQd ¶WhiQgV· jXVW aV Whe\ aUe: fUagPeQWaU\, diYided aQd



diVcRQQecWed. AcWiYiWieV, aQd WheUefRUe iQdiYidXalV, becRPe ¶Ueiɹed·
like WhiQgV, aQd, jXVW like WhiQgV, aUe VeSaUaWed RQe fURP Whe RWheU.
ThiV iQViVWeQce XSRQ WRWaliW\ iV QRWhiQg PRUe WhaQ aQRWheU aVSecW Rf
Whe SaUWiciSaWiRQ Ze PeQWiRQed abRYe.

WiWhRXW Whe cRQceSW Rf ¶WRWaliW\·, hRZ caQ Ze SRVVibl\ fRUPXlaWe,
RU eYeQ cRQceiYe Rf RQe Rf Whe SUiQciSal laZV Rf VRcial aQd hXPaQ
deYelRSPeQW? ThiV iV WhaW laZ: RQce iW haV WakeQ a deɹQiWe VhaSe iQ
VRcial SUacWice, each hXPaQ acWiYiW\ ZaQWV Whe XQiYeUVal. IW aVSiUeV
WR XQiYeUValiW\. IW ZaQWV WR be WRWal. IW WeQdV eʃecWiYel\ WRZaUdV
WRWaliW\. TheUefRUe iW cRPeV iQWR cRQfURQWaWiRQ ZiWh RWheU acWiYiWieV.
IQ iWV TXeVW fRU WRWaliW\, iW WUieV WR Pake WheP iWV VXbRUdiQaWeV. IW
iQYeQWV WacWicV aQd VWUaWegieV. IW PakeV iWVelf Ueal WhURXgh Zorks, aQd
each ZRUk iV Whe UeVXlW Rf a PRPeQWaU\ WRWali]aWiRQ WhURXgh Whe
SUedRPiQaQce Rf a SaUWicXlaU acWiYiW\ (aeVWheWic, jXUidical RU legal,
VcieQWiɹc, ShilRVRShical, eYeQ SReWic, RU WhURXgh gaPeV, eWc.) aQd
cRQVeTXeQWl\ Rf a SaUWicXlaU UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ RU WeQdeQc\. TheUefRUe,
dXUiQg WhiV biWWeU VWUXggle, each acWiYiW\ achieYeV a WRWali]aWiRQ Rf
Zhich iW iV Whe geQeUaWiYe QXcleXV aQd Whe eʃecWiYe elePeQW. IW iV
SUeciVel\ iQ WhiV Za\ WhaW iW VhRZV iWVelf WR be SaUWial. LiPiWV becRPe
aSSaUeQW. The PRPeQW iW becRPeV WRWali]ed iV alVR Whe PRPeQW
ZheQ iWV iPPaQeQW failXUe iV UeYealed. The VWUXcWXUe cRQWaiQV ZiWhiQ
iWVelf Whe VeedV Rf iWV RZQ QegaWiRQ: Whe begiQQiQg Rf deVWUXcWXUiQg.
AchieYePeQW iV Whe haUbiQgeU Rf iWV ZiWheUiQg aZa\, iW aQQRXQceV iW
aQd SURYRkeV iW. TRWali]aWiRQ iPSRVeV dRXbW, cRllaSVe aQd
diViQWegUaWiRQ. EYeU\ WUial PXVW be caUUied RXW, eYeU\ h\SRWheViV
PXVW be ha]aUded, eYeU\ aWWePSW aW WRWali]aWiRQ PXVW be SXW WR Whe
WeVW befRUe Whe iUUedXcible UeVidXal deSRViW ² Whe eYeU\da\ ² caQ
claiP iWV dePaQdV, iWV VWaWXV aQd iWV digQiW\, befRUe Ze caQ cRQVideU
UaiViQg iW WR Whe leYel Rf WRWaliW\, WhURXgh a SURceVV Rf cRQVciRXV
PeWaPRUShRViV¬«

WhaW acWiYiWieV aUe Ze WalkiQg abRXW? ReligiRXV UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV
aQd UeligiRQ iQ geQeUal, Zhich RQce aVSiUed WR XQiYeUValiW\ aQd
Zhich cRPSURPiVed WhePVelYeV iQ WheiU VWUXggle fRU cRQWURl.
PhilRVRSh\, Zhich cUiWici]ed UeligiRQ aQd VRXghW WR VXSSlaQW iW,
cUeaWiQg iWV RZQ UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV aQd cRQceSWV, bXW cRPiQg WR gUief aV
aQ abVRlXWe V\VWeP. ScieQce iQ geQeUal, Zhich WUaQVlaWed iWV



aPbiWiRQV aQd SUeWeQViRQV iQWR VcieQWiVP aQd WechQiciVP, WhXV
dePRQVWUaWiQg iWV RZQ liPiWV. Each SaUWicXlaU VcieQce, aQd QRWabl\
hiVWRU\, SV\chRlRg\ aQd VRciRlRg\, WRRk WXUQV iQ iQYeQWiQg WRWali]iQg
h\SRWheVeV aQd ¶VWUXcWXUiQg· UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV. PRliWical ecRQRP\
WakeV Whe hXPaQ aQd UedXceV iW WR Whe VWaWXV Rf a WRRl fRU
SURdXcWiRQ. The VWaWe, WhaW cReUciYe SRZeU, aVSiUeV WR XQiYeUValiW\ iQ
a Za\ Zhich iV aSSaUeQW WRda\ RQ a ZRUld-Zide Vcale. FiQall\ aUW
aQd cXlWXUe SURdXce aeVWheWiciVP aQd cXlWXUaliVP.1

IW VeePV WR XV WhaW WhiV cRQceSWiRQ Rf fUagPeQWaU\ WRWaliWieV (each
RQe Rf Zhich ePSWieV iWVelf Rf hXPaQ UealiW\ afWeU haYiQg VRXghW WR
RccXS\ WhaW UealiW\ cRPSleWel\ aQd iQ facW afWeU haYiQg eʃecWiYel\
cRQWaiQed aQd eQUiched iW) dReV accRXQW fRU RQe aVSecW Rf hiVWRU\.
OQ a YaVW Vcale ² WhaW Rf WelWgeechichWe, ZRUld hiVWRUiciW\ ² iW PakeV
Whe cRQceSW Rf alienaWion cRQcUeWe. Each acWiYiW\ Zhich cUeaWeV
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV VhRZV iWVelf WR be bRWh SURdXcWiYe aQd alieQaWiQg:
SURdXcWiYe aW ɹUVW, WheQ alieQaWiQg, aV PXch fRU iWVelf aV iQ iWV eʃRUWV
WR abVRUb RWheU UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV RU WR e[WeUPiQaWe WheP XViQg a
SVeXdR-cUiWiTXe Zhich VliSV YeU\ eaVil\ iQWR WeUURU aQd YiRleQce. AW
WheiU biUWh, PaQ\ Rf Whe PajRU ZRUkV Rf cXlWXUe aQd ciYili]aWiRQ
cRXld be chaUacWeUi]ed ² iQ WheiU VWUXcWXUaWiRQ aQd iQQeU balaQce ²
b\ Whe SUedRPiQaQce Rf RQe UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ Zhich dReV QRW deVWUR\
Whe RWheUV, bXW Zhich VXbRUdiQaWeV WheP. WRUkV aUe deWeUPiQed b\
Whe hieUaUch\ Rf all WheiU elePeQWV, Whe UeVXlW Rf aQ eʃRUW aQd a
cUeaWiYe VWUXggle, UaWheU WhaQ b\ Whe facW WhaW Whe\ Pa\ belRQg WR a
diVcUeWe aQd ciUcXPVcUibed dRPaiQ VXch aV UeligiRQ (aQd Whe hiVWRU\
Rf UeligiRQ), ShilRVRSh\ (aQd Whe hiVWRU\ Rf ShilRVRSh\), RU
kQRZledge (aQd Whe hiVWRU\ Rf kQRZledge), eWc. FURP WhiV
SeUVSecWiYe UeligiRQ, ShilRVRSh\, aUW aQd kQRZledge aSSeaU aV W\pes
Rf ZRUkV UaWheU WhaQ aV dRPaiQV RU UegiRQV. WRUkV aUe liQked WR a
W\SRlRg\ Zhich alUead\ SRVVeVVeV iWV RZQ YRcabXlaU\. Each
XQdeUWakiQg iV aQ eQdeaYRXU baVed XSRQ a h\SRWheViV. ThiV
h\SRWheViV iV QRW UeSUeVeQWed aV VXch, bXW iV SUeVeQWed aV a WUXWh,
Zhich, ZiWh Whe geQeUal backiQg Rf a gURXS, RQe PaQ WUieV WR bUiQg
iQWR laQgXage, aQd WheQ WR Whe abVRlXWe. NR PaWWeU hRZ clRVe iW geWV
WR VXcceVV, eYeU\ eQdeaYRXU iV deVWiQed WR fail iQ Whe eQd. EYeU\
eQdeaYRXU iV aQ aWWePSW WR Ueali]e PaQkiQd aQd iWV gRalV b\



deWeUPiQiQg WheP, i.e., b\ cUeaWiQg WheP. EYeU\ eQdeaYRXU iV aQ
aWWePSW WR diValieQaWe PaQkiQd aQd iWV gRalV b\ Ueali]iQg WheP iQ a
WRWal ZRUk. UQWil VXch WiPe aV eYeU\da\ life becRPeV Whe eVVeQWial
ZRUk Rf a SUa[iV Zhich haV aW laVW becRPe cRQVciRXV, eYeU\
eQdeaYRXU Zill lead WR a QeZ alieQaWiRQ.

WiWh Whe dialecWical PRYePeQWV Rf ¶alieQaWiRQ/diValieQaWiRQ/QeZ
alieQaWiRQ· aQd Whe ¶Ueali]aWiRQ/fUagPeQWaU\ WRWali]aWiRQ/bUeakiQg Rf
WRWaliW\·; Whe cRQceSW Rf QegaWiYiW\ gaiQV fUeVh iPSeWXV. EYeU\
WRWali]aWiRQ Zhich aVSiUeV WR achieYe WRWaliW\ cRllaSVeV, bXW RQl\
afWeU iW haV beeQ e[SliciW abRXW ZhaW iW cRQVideUV iWV iQheUeQW
YiUWXaliWieV WR be. WheQ iW PakeV Whe illXVRU\, RXWUageRXV aQd Velf-
WRWali]iQg claiP WhaW iW iV a Zorld RQ Whe hXPaQ (aQd WhXV ɹQiWe)
Vcale, Whe QegaWiYe (liPiWaWiRQ, ɹQiWeQeVV) WhiV ¶ZRUld· haV alZa\V
bRUQe ZiWhiQ iWVelf begiQV eaWiQg iW aZa\, UefXWiQg iW, diVPaQWliQg iW,
aQd ɹQall\ bUiQgV iW WXPbliQg dRZQ. OQl\ ZheQ a WRWaliW\ haV beeQ
achieYed dReV iW becRPe aSSaUeQW WhaW iW iV QRW a WRWaliW\ aW all.
UQlike WhRVe SUacWical V\VWePV aQd VWUXcWXUeV Zhich VhaWWeU, leaYiQg
WheiU debUiV iQ Whe ¶liYed·, WheVe VePi-ɹcWiWiRXV, VePi-cRQcUeWe
ideRlRgical ZRUldV die VlRZl\. WiWh Whe RccaViRQal bXUVW Rf eQeUg\,
WheiU deaWh WhUReV gR RQ aQd RQ. EYeQ aV Whe\ ZiWheU aZa\, Whe\
UePaiQ acWiYe. The\ haYe Whe SUeVWige Rf haYiQg beeQ achieYed, Whe
SUeVWige Rf SeUfecWiRQ. The\ aUe gUeaW ZRUkV.

ThiV VchePaWic, Zhich Ze haYe SUeVeQWed aV a VRUW Rf ZRUld laZ
(Rf Whe UelaWiRQ Rf Whe ɹQiWe WR Whe QRQ-ɹQiWe RU Rf WRWaliW\ WR
elePeQWV), RUigiQaWeV iQ ShilRVRSh\. Hegel aSSlied iW, bXW
iQcRPSleWel\, ViQce RQ hiV RZQ adPiVViRQ hiV RZQ V\VWeP aQd Whe
VWaWe elXded hiP. OUigiQaWiQg iQ ShilRVRSh\, RXU VchePaWic cRQWaiQV
a fXQdaPeQWal cUiWiTXe Rf ShilRVRSh\. We aUe UeSlaciQg Whe
ShilRVRShical idea Rf aQ achieYed WRWaliW\ aQd a cRPSleWe V\VWeP
ZiWh Whe cRQceSW Rf WoWali]aWion. IQ RXU YieZ, ShilRVRShieV ZeUe
aWWePSWV RQ Whe SaUW Rf ShilRVRSheUV WR caUU\ a UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ (i.e.,
VRPeWhiQg Zhich ZaV aV PXch aQ iQWeUSUeWaWiRQ Rf Whe ¶ZRUld· aV iW
ZaV Rf Whe Ueal life Rf PaQkiQd) WR Whe abVRlXWe. TakiQg WheiU
h\SRWheVeV fURP Ueal life, Whe\ haYe aWWePSWed WR WUaQVfRUP WheP
iQWR a ¶ZRUld·; Whe\ haYe WUied WR PeWaPRUShRVe eYeU\da\ life b\
¶ZRUldif\iQg· WhiV RU WhaW, iQ a VePi-ɹcWiWiRXV, VePi-Ueal Za\. The\



haYe SURSRVed aQ abVWUacW Za\ Rf liYiQg, a SURjecW, a VePi-UWRSia, a
PRUe RU leVV deliUiRXV ZiVdRP, Zhile aUWiVWV ZeUe RʃeUiQg ZRUkV Rf
aUW: aQ iPPediaWel\ habiWable ¶ZRUld· fRU Whe VeQVeV aQd ePRWiRQV WR
liYe iQ.

IQ hiV cUiWiTXe Rf HegeliaQiVP, MaU[ WXUQV Whe HegeliaQ
cRQceSWiRQ Rf Whe SURceVV Rf becRPiQg agaiQVW ShilRVRSh\, a
WheRUeWical V\VWeP, aQd agaiQVW Whe VWaWe, a SUacWical V\VWeP. FRU
ShilRVRSh\, Whe SURceVV Rf Zorld becoming iV Whe laZ Rf Whe ZRUld
aQd Rf Whe VWaWe; bXW ShilRVRSh\ RU Whe VWaWe RQl\ becRPe a ¶ZRUld·
b\ a SURceVV Rf VXSeUVeVViRQ Zhich cRPeV ZheQ Whe\ ZiWheU aZa\.
PhilRVRSh\ aQd Whe VWaWe ZeUe SURclaiPed WR be ¶ZRUldV·, Zhile Whe
Ueal ZRUld ² Whe eYeU\da\ life Rf PaQkiQd ² ZaV lefW WR RQe Vide
beQeaWh WheP. If ShilRVRSh\ aQd Whe VWaWe aUe WR be SaUW Rf Whe Ueal
ZRUld, if Whe\ aUe WUXl\ WR becRPe ¶ZRUldV· b\ VXPPRQiQg Whe Ueal
ZRUld XS WR Whe higheU VSheUeV ZheQce Whe\ SURclaiPed WhePVelYeV,
Whe\ PXVW die. ThiV iV Whe ShilRVRShical PeaQiQg Rf MaU[·V VR-called
ShilRVRShical ZUiWiQgV. TheVe haYe beeQ called ShilRVRShical, bXW
ZURQgl\ VR, ViQce Whe\ VWaWe WhaW Whe deaWh Rf ShilRVRSh\ iV a
QeceVViW\. IW ZRXld be a cUeaWiYe deaWh, a kiQd Rf baWWle, ZiWh all Whe
SaiQ a baWWle bUiQgV. WRUld laZ decUeeV WhaW all acWiYiWieV PXVW eQd
RQce WheiU gRal haV beeQ achieYed aQd Whe\ haYe cRPe fXll WeUP,
i.e., RQce Whe\ haYe Ueached WheiU liPiWV. IQ facW, MaU[ did QRW fRllRZ
hiV WhiQkiQg WhURXgh WR iWV cRQclXViRQ. JXVW aV Hegel e[ePSWed
ShilRVRShical V\VWeP, UeligiRQ aQd Whe VWaWe fURP Whe laZ Rf Whe
SURceVV Rf becRPiQg (fURP Whe ZRUld laZ), MaU[ iV UelXcWaQW WR dUaZ
ceUWaiQ cRQclXViRQV. IQ VeYeUal We[WV he VRPeWiPeV e[ePSWV aUW aQd
Whe PRUal VSheUe fURP ZRUld laZ. He RfWeQ acceSWV WhaW ZheQ Whe
ecRQRPic, Whe SRliWical aQd WheiU alieQaWiRQV cRPe WR aQ eQd Whe\
Zill be VXSeUVeded b\ aUW, RU b\ Whe UealP Rf eWhicV. We dR QRW ZiVh
WR e[ePSW aUW aQd Whe PRUal VSheUe fURP ZRUld laZ. The
PeWaPRUShRViV Rf Whe eYeU\da\ dePaQdV WhaW WheVe Za\V Rf
PeWaPRUShRViQg Whe eYeU\da\ ɹcWiWiRXVl\ PXVW alVR ZiWheU aZa\.

If MaU[iVW WhRXghW ViQce MaU[ haV cRPSleWel\ fRUgRWWeQ ¶ZRUld
laZ·, if iW iV UegUeVViQg (aQd ZiWh iW ShilRVRShical WhRXghW iQ geQeUal)
WR V\VWeP aQd WR Whe feWiVhi]iQg Rf SRliWicV aQd Whe VWaWe, WheUe iV all
Whe PRUe UeaVRQ fRU XV WR geW dRZQ WR ZRUk agaiQ, aQd ZiWh



UeQeZed eʃRUWV. AQd VR Ze aUe UeSlaciQg ShilRVRSh\ ZiWh aQRWheU
fRUP Rf iQYeVWigaWiRQ, Zhich QeYeUWheleVV cRQWaiQV aQd XVeV iWV
cRQceSWV. We aUe aZaUe Rf Whe WheRUeWical e[SeUieQce Rf Whe laVW ɹfW\
\eaUV, aQd fRU WhiV UeaVRQ Ze Va\ WhaW Whe WeQaciRXV eʃRUWV Rf ceUWaiQ
ShilRVRSheUV WR PaiQWaiQ RU UeYiYe ShilRVRSh\ haYe cRPSURPiVed iW
(iQ VhRUW: ¶ShilRVRShiVP YeUVXV ShilRVRSh\·).

ThiV WheRUeWical e[SeUieQce dePRQVWUaWeV WhaW Whe cRQceSW Rf
WoWaliW\ haV aV PaQ\ diVadYaQWageV aV iW haV adYaQWageV. WiWhRXW iW,
WheRUeWical WhRXghW ZRXld be iPSRVVible. WiWh iW, WheRUeWical
WhRXghW UiVkV lRViQg iWVelf iQ dRgPaWiVP. The idea Rf WoWaliW\ (RU eYeQ
Rf WoWali]aWion) bUiQgV ZiWh iW ceUWaiQ iPSeUaWiYeV. OQce SXW iQWR
Slace, iW iV iQ cRPPaQd. IW dePaQdV all WhRXghW, all kQRZledge, all
acWiRQ. IW diUecWV kQRZledge; iW RUieQWaWeV iQYeVWigaWiRQV aQd SlaQV
WheP. IW WeQdV WRZaUdV iPPaQeQW VWUXcWXUe. IW deViUeV SRZeU. HRZ
caQ Ze cRQceiYe Rf WRWaliW\ if Ze dR QRW VhaUe iWV SRiQW Rf YieZ?
OQce iW becRPeV dRPiQaQW, Whe PRVW geQeUal caWegRU\ WeQdV WR
abVRUb SaUWicXlaUiWieV aQd VSeciɹciWieV, aQd WheUefRUe WR QeglecW
diʃeUeQceV aQd W\SeV. If I cRQceiYe Rf Whe ZRUld, PaQkiQd aQd
VRcieW\ RQ Whe baViV Rf a bURad aQd cUeaWiYe h\SRWheViV, I
VXbVeTXeQWl\ YeUif\ P\ cRQceSWiRQ. WiWh aQ iQe[WUicable Pi[WXUe Rf
gRRd aQd bad cRQVciRXVQeVV, iQ bad faiWh RU gRRd, I WeQd WR
eliPiQaWe ZhaWeYeU dReV QRW ɹW iQ, ZhaWeYeU dReV QRW VXiW P\
SXUSRVe. AfWeU WhiV, I VWaUW WR deYelRS aUgXPeQWV. I UejecW diɽcXlWl\
acTXiUed SaUWial kQRZledge fRU a VXSeUɹcial eQc\clRSediVP, Zhich iV
all I Qeed WR cURZQ P\ RQWRlRg\. If WheUe aUe aQ\ SURblePV lefW, Whe\
aUe VecRQdaU\ RQeV. AfWeU I haYe fRXQd eYeU\WhiQg, i.e., Whe ZhRle,
eYeQ if I gR RQ VeekiQg I Zill ɹQd QRWhiQg. OQce P\ WRWaliW\ iV
eVWabliVhed, dRgPaWiVP iV Qigh. We aUe Whe ZhRle, I aP Whe ZhRle.
The WRWal PaQ belRQgV WR XV.

IQ HisWor\ and Class ConscioXsness, LXkicV ZURWe WhaW ¶The SUiPac\
Rf Whe caWegRU\ Rf WRWaliW\ iV Whe beaUeU Rf Whe SUiQciSle Rf UeYRlXWiRQ
iQ VcieQce.·2 ThiV VWaWePeQW VeePV bRWh WUXe aQd falVe. IW ZaV WUXe
ZheQ MaU[iVP ZaV Whe RQl\ SRZeUfXll\ VWUXcWXUed VeW Rf ideaV aW a
WiPe ZheQ Whe cRQceUQV Rf QRQ-MaU[iVW WhiQkeUV ZeUe cRPSleWel\
fUagPeQWed. SiQce WheQ, fURP Whe MaU[iVW SRiQW Rf YieZ, Whe daQgeUV
Rf WhiV caWegRU\ haYe becRPe aSSaUeQW; aV fRU Whe QRQ-MaU[iVWV, Whe\



haYe adRSWed iW. SWUXcWXUaliVP aQd cXlWXUaliVP haYe WakeQ Whe
caWegRU\ XS, aQd Whe\ haYe eYeQ WXUQed iW agaiQVW MaU[iVP. The
fRUPeU WRWali]eV VWUXcWXUe aQd eQableV iW WR abVRUb Whe RWheU
cRQceSWV aQd UealiWieV. The laWWeU cRQVWUXcWV a cRheUeQW ZhRle,
¶cXlWXUe·, XViQg a YaUieW\ Rf elePeQWV WakeQ XS fURP SUa[iV: WRRlV,
iPSlePeQWV, V\PbRlV, PRdelV, eWc. IW highlighWV WheiU UelaWiRQV, aQd
eVWabliVheV a cXlWXUal WRWaliW\. SR LXkicV·V VWaWePeQW VeePV RbVRleWe.
We Zill VXbRUdiQaWe Whe caWegRU\ Rf WoWaliW\ WR WhaW Rf negaWiYiW\ RU
dialecWical QegaWiRQ, Zhich VWUikeV XV aV beiQg PRUe fXQdaPeQWal.
WhaW iV PRUe, Ze cRQVideU WhaW Whe UeYRlXWiRQaU\ SUiQciSle iV
eVVeQWiall\ cUiWical (QegaWiYe), aQd WhaW WRda\ iW aSSlieV PRUe WR
eYeU\da\ life WhaQ WR kQRZledge iQ geQeUal RU WR VRcieW\ iQ geQeUal;
WhiV iV RXU Za\ Rf UeiQWURdXciQg VcieQce iQWR SUa[iV.

TRda\, PeWhRdRlRgicall\ VSeakiQg, Whe caWegRU\ Rf ¶WRWaliW\·
SlXQgeV XV iQWR alPRVW iQVXUPRXQWable diɽcXlWieV. AUe Ze inside a
WRWaliW\? Which RQe? BRXUgeRiV VRcieW\? IQdXVWUial VRcieW\?
TechQRlRgical VRcieW\? SRcieW\ iQ WUaQViWiRQ (bXW WR ZheUe)? HRZ
caQ Ze deWeUPiQe a WRWaliW\ from inside? IQ RUdeU WR WhiQk Rf
bRXUgeRiV VRcieW\ aV a WRWaliW\, MaU[ begaQ b\ deWeUPiQiQg ZhaW Zas
possible ² VRcialiVP. He WheQ WXUQed back WRZaUdV Whe Ueal, VeeiQg iW
iQ WeUPV Rf Whe SURceVV Rf becRPiQg, aV a WRWaliW\ UiYeQ b\ iQQeU
cRQWUadicWiRQV aQd deVWiQed WR be VhaWWeUed b\ UeYRlXWiRQ iQ Whe QeaU
fXWXUe. FRU XV WhiV SURceVV Rf WhRXghW iV iQcUeaViQgl\ diɽcXlW WR
fRllRZ becaXVe, cRQWUaU\ WR all e[SecWaWiRQV, caSiWaliVP haV QRW beeQ
VhaWWeUed XQdeU Whe SUeVVXUe fURP Whe SURleWaUiaQ PaVVeV iQ Whe
PRVW caSiWaliVW cRXQWUieV, aQd eTXall\ becaXVe Whe YeU\ idea Rf
VRcialiVP haV becRPe RbVcXUed b\ Whe Za\ iW haV beeQ SXW iQWR
SUacWice. While Ze cRQWiQXe WhiQkiQg alRQg Whe liQeV Rf MaU[·V SlaQ
(fURP Whe SRVVible WR Whe Ueal aQd fURP Whe Ueal WR Whe SRVVible) Ze
aUe QRW cRQɹdeQW WhaW iW Zill helS XV WR claUif\ Whe Ueal aQd Whe
SRVVible Zhich VXUURXQd XV. IQ aQ\ eYeQW, hRZ cRXld Ze Yalidl\
deWeUPiQe a WRWaliW\ if Ze Wake XS a SRViWiRQ oXWside iW, be iW fURP
WhiV Vide RU WhaW? The UeceQW cRQceSW Rf signif\ing WoWaliW\ aiPV WR
PRdeUQi]e Whe cRQceSW Ze aUe cRQVideUiQg heUe. We haYe alUead\
SRiQWed RXW hRZ YagXe iW iV. FRU ZhRP aQd b\ ZhRP iV Whe
VigQiɹcaWiRQ Rf Whe WRWaliW\ XQdeU cRQVideUaWiRQ elabRUaWed?



CRQVeTXeQWl\, iQ VR faU aV iW PaUgiQali]eV Whe cUiWical (QegaWiYe)
PRPeQW aQd haV beeQ haQdled iQ aQ RQWRlRgical, QRUPaWiYe aQd
VSecXlaWiYe PaQQeU, Ze aUe abaQdRQiQg Whe caWegRU\ Rf WoWaliW\. AW
Whe VaPe WiPe Ze aUe adRSWiQg iW agaiQ, iQ a d\QaPic VeQVe. We aUe
dialecWici]iQg iW, RQ Whe RQe haQd b\ iQWURdXciQg Whe cRQceSWV Rf
parWial WoWaliW\ aQd Rf WoWali]aWion, aQd RQ Whe RWheU b\ diVWiQgXiVhiQg
beWZeeQ Whe WoWal aQd Whe XniYersal (Whe XQiYeUVal iV WhiQkable iQ VR
faU aV iW becRPeV cUeaWed), bXW ZiWhRXW VeSaUaWiQg WheP. If Whe Zill
fRU WRWaliW\ UePaiQV aQ iPSeUaWiYe iQ WeUPV Rf WheRU\, iW iV eTXall\ VR
iQ WeUPV Rf SUacWice (Whe dePaQd fRU WRWaliW\ aQd fRU Whe
VXSeUVeVViRQ Rf VciVViRQV, diYiViRQV aQd diVSeUValV). WiWhRXW WhiV
iQiWial RSWiRQ ² Whe Zill for WoWaliW\ ² WheUe caQ be QR acWiRQ aQd QR
aWWePSW WR achieYe kQRZledge. WiWhRXW iW, Ze acceSW ZhaWeYeU iV
ePSiUicall\ aQd fUagPeQWedl\ ¶giYeQ·, Ze acceSW a Ueal Zhich haV
beeQ VSliW iQWR WZR aQd dichRWRPi]ed; Ze UaWif\ Whe VRcial diYiViRQ
Rf labRXU; Ze giYe RXU bleVViQg WR Whe aQal\Wic fUagPeQWaWiRQ Rf
acWiYiWieV, fXQcWiRQV, acWiRQV aQd geVWXUeV; Ze Pake Whe acceSWed
¶WhemaWi]aWions· aQd SVeXdR-ZRUldV iQWR laZV, aQd Ze eVWabliVh WheP
aV WUXWhV. IQ dRiQg VR, Ze aUe VaQcWiRQiQg VeSaUaWiRQV.

ThXV RQe iQiWial acW diVWiQgXiVhed kQRZledge Rf VRcial PaQ aQd Rf
SUa[iV fURP Whe QaWXUal VcieQceV: Whe Zill fRU WRWaliW\. The
PaWhePaWiciaQ, Whe Sh\ViciVW aQd Whe biRlRgiVW caQ dR ZiWhRXW iW
(alWhRXgh QR dRXbW iW cRQWiQXeV WR be aQ iPSliciW elePeQW Rf WheiU
UeVeaUch). IQ Whe iQYeVWigaWiRQ Rf Whe hXPaQ, WhiV iQaXgXUal acW ²
Zhich aiPV WR UecaSWXUe a fUagPeQWed WRWaliW\ ² iV alUead\ WRWal, RU
UaWheU, WRWali]iQg. IW haV QRWhiQg WR dR ZiWh iQdiYidXal RU
iQdiYidXaliVW VXbjecWiYiW\. IW iPSlieV a cXlWXUe. IW cRPSUiVeV a
VeQVibiliW\, a Za\ Rf SeUceSWiRQ, aQ iQWellecWXal ceUWaiQW\, a claim, a
PRYePeQW Rf Uadical cUiWiTXe WRZaUdV aVVeUWiRQ aQd acWiRQ. We Vee
all WhiV aV SaUW Rf Whe cUiWiTXe aQd Whe WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ Rf eYeU\da\
life.

ThiV iQiWial acW VeWV XS a VWUaWeg\. IW iV cRQceiYed ZiWhiQ a VWUaWeg\
iQ Zhich iW Sla\V a URle aQd Zhich cRQWaiQV cRPSlePeQWaU\ aiPV: WR
deYelRS kQRZledge aV aQ elePeQW Rf SUa[iV, aQd WR UefXVe WR acceSW
VeSaUaWiRQV ZiWhiQ SUa[iV. IQ Whe QaPe Rf WhiV VWUaWeg\, ZhReYeU
e[eUciVeV iW Zill QRW be SUeSaUed WR acceSW WhaW kQRZledge iV



SRZeUleVV, QRU WhaW WhRVe ZhR SRVVeVV kQRZledge VhRXld be
cRQdiWiRQed, QRU WhaW Whe ke\V WR kQRZledge VhRXld be VXUUeQdeUed
iQWR Whe haQdV Rf WhRVe ZhR haSSeQ WR be iQ SRZeU aW aQ\ SaUWicXlaU
WiPe. MRUeRYeU, WheiU VWUXggle iV QRW agaiQVW diʃeUeQceV aQd
diYeUViWieV, bXW agaiQVW SlXUaliVPV Zhich be\RQd a ceUWaiQ SRiQW Rf
aɽUPaWiRQ VSliW WRWaliW\ (fRU e[aPSle: UefRUPiVW aQd UeYRlXWiRQiVP;
diYiViRQV iQ labRXU aQd Whe WUade XQiRQV; Whe VeSaUaWiRQ Rf Whe
eYeU\da\ aQd VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle ZiWh UeVSecW WR iPPediaWe claiPV
cRQceUQiQg Whe deWailV aQd RUgaQi]aWiRQ Rf SUacWical life, aQd
SRliWical claiPV cRQceUQiQg Whe VWaWe aQd VRcial life aV a ZhRle, eWc.).

ThXV Whe idea Rf WoWali]aWion iV fRUPXlaWed QRW RQWRlRgicall\, bXW
VWUaWegicall\, i.e., SURgUaPPaWicall\.

HRZeYeU, Whe ¶bRWWleQeck· Zhich iV hiQdeUiQg kQRZledge haV VWill
QRW beeQ UeVRlYed. HRZ caQ Ze aYRid beiQg WUaSSed iQ a dilePPa?
WheUe dR Ze VWaUW fURP, fURP Whe ZhRle RU fURP Whe SaUWV? FURP Whe
geQeUal, RU fURP SaUWicXlaUiWieV?«

WRXld QRW Whe Za\ RXW aQd Whe VRlXWiRQ be WR deWeUPiQe a WoWal
phenomenon, Zhich ZRXld UeYeal a WRWaliW\ ZiWhRXW gUaQWiQg iW aQ\
WheRUeWical RU SUacWical SRZeU, aQd ZiWhRXW allRZiQg iW WR be deɹQed
aQd cRQWURlled? TR SaVV fURP SheQRPeQRQ WR eVVeQce iV a
VSecXlaWiYe RSeUaWiRQ Zhich leadV WR ShilRVRShiVP aQd RQWRlRg\,
aQd Ze PXVW aYRid iW aW all cRVWV. We Wake Whe SheQRPeQRQ aV iW iV: a
VeW Rf RbVeUYaWiRQV, i.e., Rf ceUWiɹed diʃeUeQceV, Zhich Ze liQk
WRgeWheU ZiWhRXW aQ\ RQWRlRgical aVVXPSWiRQV. TheUefRUe, UaWheU
WhaQ haYiQg Whe ZhRleQeVV Rf aQ ¶eVVeQce· RU a ¶VXbVWaQce·, Whe WRWal
SheQRPeQRQ diYeUViɹeV ZheQ VcUXWiQi]ed iQWellecWXall\ iQ WeUPV Rf
VRcial SUacWice. HRZeYeU, WhiV diYeUViɹcaWiRQ dReV QRW PeaQ WhaW iW
cRllaSVeV iQWR fUagPeQWV. ThXV iW ZRXld RSeQ Whe Za\ fRU dialecWical
UeaVRQ, Zhich iV fRUeYeU VWUiYiQg WR UecRQVWUXcW a ZhRle fURP Whe
diʃeUeQceV aQd cRQɻicWV Rf iWV ¶fRUPaQWV·.

IQ WhiV Za\ Ze haYe gUaVSed a WRWaliW\ Yia aVSecWV RU ¶fRUPaQWV·,
each Rf Zhich iV iWVelf like aQ RSeQ RU SaUWial WRWaliW\, VR WhaW
QRWhiQg caQ be deWeUPiQed iQ iVRlaWiRQ. BXW ZhaW VhRXld Ze call iW?
MaQ, RU Whe hXPaQ. ThXV, XViQg a SURceVV Zhich iV RbVeUYable iQ
SUa[iV (aQd QRW ViPSl\ iQ abVWUacWiRQV aQd WheRU\), Ze Zill gUaVS a
¶WRWal hXPaQ SheQRPeQRQ· WhURXgh iWV YaUiRXV deWeUPiQaWiRQV, each



Rf Zhich UefeUV WR Whe RWheUV. TR SXW WhiV aQRWheU Za\, Whe aVSecWV RU
fRUPaQWV Rf Whe WRWal hXPaQ SheQRPeQRQ Zill cRQVWiWXWe a
WheRUeWical VWUXcWXUe; aW Whe VaPe WiPe WheiU SUacWical UelaWiRQV aQd
iQWeUacWiRQV Zill cRQVWiWXWe Whe baViV Rf a SURceVV Rf becRPiQg aQd a
hiVWRUiciW\. WiWhiQ WhiV fUaPe Rf UefeUeQce Ze Zill RbVeUYe acWiYe
diʃeUeQceV, UelaWiRQV aQd cRQɻicWV. B\ deWeUPiQiQg WheP Ze Zill be
able WR deɹQe hiVWRUical aQd VRcial SaUWicXlaUiWieV ZiWhRXW aVVXPiQg
Whe VXSUePe (aQd alZa\V illXVRU\) SRZeU Rf caSWXUiQg Whe XQiYeUVal
aQd Rf e[haXVWiQg ¶beiQg·.

We haYe alUead\ iQdicaWed ZhaW Whe iQiWial diPeQViRQ Rf Whe WRWal
hXPaQ SheQRPeQRQ iV: Qeed. MaQ iV a beiQg Rf Qeed. He VhaUeV WhiV
faWe ZiWh all liYiQg beiQgV. IW iV RQl\ ZiWh hXPaQ QeedV WhaW PaQ
becRPeV hXPaQ. IQ UelaWiRQ WR QaWXUe, Whe\ aUe aUWiɹcial, bXW Whe\
aUe Whe SURdXcW Rf Whe SURceVV Rf hXPaQ becRPiQg. HRZ dReV WhiV
haSSeQ, b\ ZhaW PediaWiRQ aQd b\ ZhaW PeaQV? LabRXU. OWheU
SRVVible Za\V Rf VSecif\iQg Whe UelaWiRQ Rf Whe hXPaQ WR Whe QaWXUal
(cXlWXUe, kQRZledge, eWc.) SUeVXSSRVe WhaW PaQ haV a ceUWaiQ SRZeU
RYeU QaWXUe, ZeUe iW QR PRUe WhaQ aQ abiliW\ WR deWach hiPVelf fURP
iW. TheUefRUe Whe\ iPSl\ labRXU; if Ze dR QRW acceSW WhiV PediaWiRQ,
WheQ Whe aUUiYal Rf PaQ aQd hiV UelaWiRQ WR QaWXUe aUe baVed RQ aQ
RQWRlRg\ RU a WheRlRg\ (Whe ¶VXddeQ aSSeaUaQce· RU Whe
¶abaQdRQPeQW· Rf PaQ iQ QaWXUe). AV Zell aV beiQg a PediaWiRQ,
labRXU iV Whe VecRQd diPeQViRQ. IW haV a UealiW\ Rf iWV RZQ; WakeQ
ViPSl\ aV a cRQceSW iW dReV QRW e[SlaiQ eYeU\WhiQg. ThiV UealiW\
dePaQdV caUefXl VcUXWiQ\; ZiWhRXW WhaW Ze Zill PiVWake iW fRU aQ
eQWiW\ aQd QRW SeUceiYe iW aV a SheQRPeQRQ aQd a VeW Rf UelaWiRQV.
LabRXU chaUacWeUi]eV VRcial acWiYiW\, ZiWh iWV cRQdiWiRQV aQd
aWWUibXWeV: WRRlV, laQgXage, Whe (biRlRgical aQd VRcial) diYiViRQ Rf
labRXU, PaQXfacWXUed RU cRQVXPed PaWeUialV, fRUPed aQd VWabili]ed
SURdXce. If iW iV WUXe WhaW Ze ɹQd aQalRgieV ZiWh hXPaQ labRXU iQ
QaWXUe (VXch aV hXQWiQg iQ gURXSV, Whe ZRUk Rf Whe VSideU VSiQQiQg
iWV Zeb RU Whe biUd bXildiQg iWV QeVW), RQl\ PaQ cRQfeUV aQ e[iVWeQce
Rf WheiU RZQ RQ Whe PeaQV aQd PediaWiRQV beWZeeQ hiPVelf aQd
QaWXUe: iPSlePeQWV, PaWeUialV, laQgXage, WechQiTXeV, SURdXcWV aQd
RbjecWV. If, aW ɹUVW, labRXU haV Whe SXUSRVe Rf VaWiVf\iQg elePeQWaU\
aQd QaWXUal QeedV, iW alVR cRQWUibXWeV WR WheiU WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ. The



QeedV Rf ZRUk aQd Rf Whe ZRUkeU, Whe Qeed WR ZRUk aQd ZRUk aV a
Qeed ² WheVe PRdif\ VeQVRU\ acWiYiWieV, aQd eYeQ Whe VeQVRU\ RUgaQV
WhePVelYeV. The ¶hXPaQ ZRUld· Zhich iV cUeaWed iQ WhiV Za\ iV
cRPSRVed aV PXch Rf hXPaQ bRdieV aQd WheiU Sh\ViRlRgical
acWiYiWieV aV iW iV Rf Whe UaQge Rf ZRUkV, SURdXcWV, RbjecWV aQd gRRdV.
IW haV QR SUeciVe liPiWV; iW e[clXdeV QeiWheU iQeUW RbjecWV QRU Whe
RbVcXUe fRUceV Rf QaWXUe: WheUe iV QR fURQWieU beWZeeQ Whe VecWRU
cRQWURlled b\ WechQRlRg\ aQd labRXU aQd Whe XQcRQWURlled VecWRU. IW
iV a YaVW, XQceUWaiQ aQd highl\ SRSXlaWed UegiRQ, Whe UegiRQ Rf
eYeU\da\ life.

OQce WUaQVfRUPed, Qeed becRPeV hXPaQ aQd VRcial Qeed. BXW
WheQ Whe WeUP ¶Qeed· iV QR lRQgeU aSSURSUiaWe. IW iV QR lRQgeU
adeTXaWe aV a deVcUiSWiRQ Rf Whe Ueal. IW VWill eYRkeV ZaQW. NRZ fURP
RQe aQgle, RQce iW becRPeV VRcial, Qeed becRPeV capaciW\ aQd
SRZeU. MaQ is capable Rf WhiV RU WhaW acWiRQ, cUeaWiRQ RU ZRUk iQ
RUdeU WR VaWiVf\ hiPVelf, RU aW leaVW WR WU\. The dRRUV Rf ZhaW iV
SRVVible begiQ WR RSeQ. AlWhRXgh he haV QR alWeUQaWiYe bXW WR
chRRVe, aQd alWhRXgh VRcieW\ PakeV eYeU\ eʃRUW WR cRQWURl hiV
chRiceV, iW iV alZa\V fURP Whe UaQge Rf ZhaW iV SRVVible WhaW Whe
iQdiYidXal PaQ Zill VelecW WheP. OQ Whe RWheU haQd, RQce iW haV
becRPe iQdiYidXal, Ze call Qeed desire, aQd iW deYelRSV WhURXgh
cRQWURlV, aXWhRUi]aWiRQV, iQhibiWiRQV aQd SRVVibiliWieV. WiWh acTXiUed
caSaciWieV aQd SRZeUV RQ Whe RQe haQd, aQd Whe XQceUWaiQWieV Rf
deViUe RQ Whe RWheU, a dialecWical PRYePeQW iV bRUQ, Zhich ɹllV
eYeU\da\ life.

AV PXch aV aQ\ RWheU, aQd PRUe, Ve[Xal Qeed becRPeV PRdiɹed
aQd WheVe PRdiɹcaWiRQV eQable XV WR XQdeUVWaQd Whe RWheUV. IW caQ
be aUgXed WhaW iW lRVeV Whe chaUacWeUiVWicV Rf iQVWiQcW aQd Qeed, VXch
iV iWV aWWachPeQW WR V\PbRlV, iPageV, UiWXalV aQd ceUePRQieV, i.e.,
fRUPV Zhich aUe e[WeUQal WR QaWXUe. AQd \eW iW QeYeU PaQageV WR
VeSaUaWe iWVelf fURP Ve[ SeU Ve, eYeQ iQ Whe ZildeVW PlaWRQic UWRSiaV,
eYeQ WhRXgh iW diVUXSWV Ve[ dUaVWicall\ (aQd QRW ZiWhRXW daPagiQg
iW), aQd PeWaPRUShRVeV iW. The Ve[Xal acW becRPeV a VRcial acW, aQd
eYeQ Whe TXiQWeVVeQWial VRcial acW, iQ Zhich aQ eQWiUe VRcieW\
UecRgQi]eV iWVelf, ZiWh all Whe RUdeUV aQd iQWeUdicWiRQV, Whe SUeVVXUeV
aQd dePaQdV, Whe RSeQ SRVVibiliWieV aQd Whe clRVed RQeV. AW Whe



VaPe WiPe, Whe Ve[Xal acW caQQRW be VeeQ aV RQe ViPSle, cRheUeQW
acWiRQ; iW iV a PicURcRVP ZiWh WhRXVaQdV Rf chaQgiQg aVSecWV. IW
cURVVeV RYeU diVcRQQecWed aUeaV: bRd\ aQd VRXl, VSRQWaQeiW\ aQd
cXlWXUe, VeUiRXVQeVV aQd gaPeV, cRYeQaQWV aQd challeQgeV. The acW Rf
lRYe beWZeeQ a PaQ aQd a ZRPaQ VXPPaUi]eV a VRcieW\, aQd eYeQ
iQ iWV claQdeVWiQe aQd hiddeQ aVSecWV; bXW WhiV iV becaXVe iW iV
cRQVXPPaWed (laZfXll\ RU QRW) iQ VecUeW, RXWVide Rf WhaW VRcieW\. IQ a
QRYel dialecWical PRYePeQW, iW is an e[Wrasocial social acW. IW iV
cRQVXPPaWed iQ VRcieW\ aQd, if QeedV be, deVSiWe iW aQd agaiQVW iW;
aQd WhiV iV hRZ aQd Zh\ iW UeɻecWV VRcieW\ like a PiUURU. HeQce iWV
iPSRUWaQce iQ Whe ZRUld Rf (aeVWheWic aQd eWhical) e[SUeVViYiW\. IW iV
Whe PRVW cXlWXUed Rf QeedV, Whe PRVW UeɹQed Rf deViUeV, ZiWh iWV
VRcial cRQWeQW Zhich iW VXSeUVedeV iQ iWV VeaUch fRU Whe abVRlXWe, aQd
\eW iW VWill SlXQgeV iQWR Whe deSWhV Rf QaWXUe, aQd iQWR Whe
SURfXQdiWieV Rf dialecWical cRQWUadicWiRQ.

CRXld Qeed aQd labRXU be Whe WZR deWeUPiQaWiRQV Rf Whe WRWal
SheQRPeQRQ Ze aUe VeekiQg? WeUe Ze WR UedXce PaQ WR QeedV Ze
ZRXld be fRUgeWWiQg Whe PeWaPRUShRViV Rf Qeed iQWR SRZeU (aQd Ze
XVe Whe ZRUd heUe QRW WR PeaQ SRZeU RYeU WhiQgV RU RYeU PeQ, bXW
Whe caSaciW\ WR caUU\ RXW deWeUPiQed acWiYiWieV aW Zill). We ZRXld be
gXilW\ Rf RYeUePShaVi]iQg Whe VRUdid Vide Rf life. We ZRXld be
QeglecWiQg Whe iPSRUWaQW diʃeUeQce beWZeeQ priYaWion (Qeed Zhich
haV becRPe SRZeU, aQd Whe Zill WR Pake dePaQdV) aQd frXsWraWion
(Qeed Zhich haV falleQ back WR Whe leYel Rf ZaQW, ZiWhRXW hRSe Rf
fXlɹlPeQW), aQd WhiV diʃeUeQce PeUiWV deWailed e[aPiQaWiRQ. OQ Whe
RWheU haQd, ZeUe Ze WR deɹQe PaQ b\ labRXU, Ze ZRXld be PRYiQg
WRZaUdV a feWiVhi]iQg Rf SURdXcWiYiW\ aQd Whe ZRUk eWhic, RU eYeQ
UegUeVViQg WRZaUdV Whe aUchaic VaQcWiɹcaWiRQ Rf cUafW aQd SeaVaQW
labRXU. IQ VhRUW, Ze ZRXld be PXWilaWiQg Whe hXPaQ beiQg b\
QeglecWiQg pleasXre. OQce Qeed haV becRPe SRZeU aQd Zill, RQce iW
haV beeQ PeWaPRUShRVed iQWR deViUe, iW dePaQdV SleaVXUe,
e[SliciWl\. LabRXU lRVeV PeaQiQg aQd UealiW\ if iW dReV QRW cXlPiQaWe
iQ SleaVXUe RU RSeQ Whe Za\ WRZaUdV iW: labRXU iV VRcial aQd
cRllecWiYe; iW iV iQdiYidXal aQd iQWeUiQdiYidXal SRZeU. LabRXU iV
iQdiVSeQVable if PaQ iV WR appropriaWe QaWXUe, bXW SleaVXUe alRQe
PakeV WhiV aSSURSUiaWiRQ eʃecWiYe.



ThUee deWeUPiQaWiRQV, WhUee ¶fRUPaQWV·, WhUee diPeQViRQV: Qeed,
labRXU, SleaVXUe. Each haV iWV RZQ UealiW\; QRW RQe VWaQdV alRQe.
WiWhRXW lRViQg iWV RZQ deWeUPiQaWiRQ, each RQe UefeUV WR Whe RWheU
WZR, iQɻXeQciQg aQd WUaQVfRUPiQg WheP, aQd VXʃeUiQg Whe
UeSeUcXVViRQV Rf WhiV WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ. ThXV Ze haYe a cRheUeQW
WUiSliciW\, bXW iQ Zhich Whe cRheUeQce ² Zhich iV QRW ZiWhRXW iWV
cRQWUadicWiRQV aQd cRQɻicWV ² dReV QRW UeVXlW iQ iPPRbiliW\. SR
diVWiQcW aUe Whe WhUee deWeUPiQaWiRQV WhaW, iQ VRcial SUacWice aQd iQ
hiVWRU\, Whe\ aUe allRWWed WR diʃeUeQW aQd eYeQ cRQɻicWXal
iQdiYidXalV aQd gURXSV (claVVeV). We RbVeUYe Whe PaQ Rf Qeed (ZhR
iV RXW Rf ZRUk), Whe PaQ aW ZRUk (ZhR haV feZ QeedV aQd liWWle
SleaVXUe), aQd Whe PaQ Rf SleaVXUe (Zhich dReV QRW PeaQ WhaW he
achieYeV fXlɹlPeQW). ThiV liYed XQilaWeUaliW\ iV XQVaWiVfacWRU\ aQd iW
PXVW QRW be WUaQVfRUPed iQWR UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV, aV iV RfWeQ Whe caVe;
PRUe e[acWl\, eYeU\ UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ deUiYiQg fURP XQilaWeUaliW\ PXVW
XQdeUgR Uadical cUiWiTXe; PRUeRYeU, WheRUeWical cUiWiTXe leadV ɹQall\
WR SUacWical cUiWiTXe. ThRVe iQdiYidXalV aQd claVVeV Zhich dePaQd
SleaVXUe SXUe aQd ViPSle aUe dRXbl\ degUaded: Whe\ aUe VRciall\
SaUaViWic, aQd SleaVXUe elXdeV aQd diVaSSRiQWV WheP. The ZRUkeU
ZhRVe life iV deYRid Rf SleaVXUe aQd Whe glRZiQg UeZaUdV iW bUiQgV
caQ RQl\ aVSiUe WR a dUeaU\ e[iVWeQce fRU Zhich Whe ZRUk eWhic iV aQ
iQadeTXaWe UeZaUd. AV fRU Whe PaQ Rf SXUe ZaQW, if he iV XQable WR
gUaVS Whe lifeliQe Rf SURdXcWiYe acWiYiW\, he Zill UaSidl\ UeliQTXiVh all
hiV hXPaQiW\.

TheVe PaQ\ fRUPV Rf alieQaWiRQ, SUiYaWiRQ aQd fUXVWUaWiRQ, WheVe
YRidV aQd ePSW\ VSaceV, gR haQd iQ haQd ZiWh laUge-Vcale cRQɻicWV
aQd WheiU iQQXPeUable UaPiɹcaWiRQV.

The WhUee diPeQViRQV aUe diVWiQcW, eYeQ diVcRQQecWed, bXW Whe\ aUe
QeYeUWheleVV liQked WRgeWheU aQd bUiQg each RWheU fRUWh iQ aQ
aVceQdiQg VSiUal Zhich cURVVeV hiVWRU\ aQd eVWabliVheV PaQ·V
hiVWRUiciW\. We aUe VSeakiQg Rf a spiral heUe, aQd QRW a circle. WheQ
deWeUPiQaWiRQV fall RXWVide RQe aQRWheU Whe\ RQl\ dR VR UelaWiYel\,
PRPeQWaUil\ aQd SaUWiall\. AQd ZheQ Whe\ dR VR, Whe hXPaQ Zill be
PXWilaWed iQ a PaQQeU Zhich Whe\ iPSl\ aQd fRUeVhadRZ, aQd Zhich
¶iV· ZiWhiQ WheP bRWh YiUWXall\ aQd acWXall\. ThiV ceUWaiQl\ iV a
WRWaliW\, bXW RQe SeUceiYed b\ Whe VeQVeV UaWheU WhaQ b\ Whe PiQd.



ThiV hXPaQ WRWaliW\ allRZV XV WR XQdeUVWaQd ZhaW cRQVWiWXWeV Whe
VSeciɹciW\ Rf PaQ cRPSaUed WR QaWXUe, fURP Zhich he VeSaUaWeV
hiPVelf ZiWhRXW deWachiQg hiPVelf, aQd Zhich he eQWeUV ZiWhRXW
diVcaUdiQg hiV aUWiɹcialiWieV.

IQ ZhaW Za\ iV WhiV UealiW\ SeUceiYed b\ Whe VeQVeV? CRXld iW be
WhaW ZiWhRXW Ueali]iQg iW Ze haYe deɹQed PaQ·V ¶beiQg·, Whe
XQiYeUVal, RU haYe aWWePSWed WR dR VR? CRXld Ze haYe elabRUaWed aQ
RQWRlRg\, dUeVVed XS aV aQ aQWhURSRlRg\ aQd a VRciRlRg\? NR. The
WRWaliW\ Ze haYe deɹQed dReV QRW SXUSRUW WR e[haXVW PaQ·V ¶beiQg·,
RU WR deɹQe iW. IW dReV QRW SUeclXde RWheU deWeUPiQaWiRQV aQd RWheU
diPeQViRQV, i.e., RWheU degUeeV Rf fUeedRP. OQ Whe cRQWUaU\, iW
iQYRkeV WheP; iW iV a QeceVVaU\ aQd QRQ-VXɽcieQW cRQdiWiRQ fRU
WheP. IW Zill be SUeVeQW iQ eYeU\ hXPaQ facW, RQ bRWh Whe leYel Rf
aQal\ViV aQd Whe leYel Rf UealiW\, aQd Zill eQable XV WR diVcRYeU
VXSSlePeQWaU\ deWeUPiQaWiRQV. MRUeRYeU, iW dReV QRW cRiQcide ZiWh
aQ\ RQe cRQcUeWe RbVeUYaWiRQ (aQd fRU e[aPSle iW ZRXld be iQcRUUecW
WR ideQWif\ Whe ¶faPil\ life/SURfeVViRQal acWiYiW\/leiVXUe· WUiSle
deWeUPiQaWiRQ ZiWh Whe WUidiPeQViRQaliW\ Ze haYe SUeVeQWed
abRYe!). LeW XV cRQVideU pla\. IW VSUiQgV fURP Whe deSWhV Rf
VSRQWaQeRXV liYiQg aQd QaWXUal acWiYiW\: aQiPalV Sla\ gaPeV, aQd VR
dR childUeQ. AV aQ aWWUibXWe Rf Whe hXPaQ beiQg, iW dReV QRW cRiQcide
ZiWh aQ\ Rf Whe abRYe-PeQWiRQed diPeQViRQV. Pla\ iV SaUW Rf eYeU\
hXPaQ acWiYiW\. IQ a VeQVe life iQ iWV eQWiUeW\ iV Sla\: a UiVk, a gaPe
RU PaWch lRVW RU ZRQ. FURP childhRRd RQZaUdV WheUe iV a Qeed WR
Sla\ (aQd PRUeRYeU ZaQW aQd SUiYaWiRQ WhePVelYeV caQ be acWed,
ViPXlaWed aQd diVgXiVed: iQ aVceWiciVP, aQd iQ SUiYaWiRQ Zhich haV
beeQ acceSWed iQ RUdeU WR dela\ fXlɹlPeQW RU iQcUeaVe SleaVXUe).
EYeU\WhiQg becRPeV a SUeWe[W fRU Sla\iQg, eYeQ eʃRUW iWVelf; VeUiRXV
gaPeV aQd ZRUk aUe RfWeQ YeU\ ViPilaU. AQd VR, Whe UelaWiRQV
beWZeeQ Sla\ aQd SleaVXUe aUe QRW eaV\ WR diVceUQ. If iW iV SaUW Rf all
acWiYiW\, Sla\ VRRQ UeliQTXiVheV WhiV aPbigXRXV URle aQd becRPeV
diVWiQcW: iW eVWabliVheV iWVelf aV VRPeWhiQg VeSaUaWe; iW adRSWV fRUPV
aQd UXleV; iW becRPeV RUgaQi]ed VRciall\. IW iV iPSRVVible WR iPagiQe
PaQkiQd ZiWhRXW Sla\ acWiYiW\, RU VRcieW\ ZiWhRXW XQdeUl\iQg RU
PaQifeVW gaPeV. CRXld WhiV WheUefRUe be a fRXUWh diPeQViRQ: hXPaQ
WiPe jRiQed WR Whe WhUee RWheU VSaWial diPeQViRQV? Wh\ QRW? BXW leW



XV be caUefXl. LeW XV aYRid VWUa\iQg WRR faU iQWR Whe UealP Rf
SaUadR[. BXW iW iV ceUWaiQl\ UaWheU VXUSUiViQg WhaW iW VhRXld be RXU
eUa, Whe eUa Rf fXQcWiRQaliVP aQd WechQRlRg\, Zhich haV diVcRYeUed
homo lXdens.

2 The idea of reality

ThiV idea SUeVeQWV aV PaQ\ diɽcXlWieV aV Whe ideaV Ze haYe alUead\
e[aPiQed. The ¶Ueal·? IW iV Whe RbjecW aQd Whe RbjecWiYe Rf
kQRZledge, Whe fXlcUXP Rf acWiRQ. We Ueach RXW WR iW, Ze WU\ WR
gUaVS iW, eiWheU WR RbVeUYe iW, RU WR WUaQVfRUP iW. The Ueal dePaQdV
UealiVP. IV WheUe aQ\RQe ZhR dReV QRW ZaQW WR be ¶UealiVWic·, WR be
aQchRUed iQ Whe Ueal, WR kQRZ iW aQd WR haYe a hRld RYeU iW?

Sadl\, WhRVe ePSiUiciVWV aQd SRViWiYiVWV ZhR PeUel\ ZaQW WR
RbVeUYe iW aUe fUeTXeQWl\ VaWiVɹed ZiWh VPall beeU. AUPed ZiWh WheiU
VSeciali]ed WechQiTXeV, Whe\ hXQW dRZQ liWWle facWV. The\ diVcRYeU a
SRUWiRQ Rf UealiW\, aQd Whe ɻiPVieU Whe RbVeUYaWiRQ, Whe QaUURZeU
aQd PRUe SUeciVe Whe cRPPeQW Whe\ Pake; Whe PRUe fUagPeQWed Whe
facW iWVelf iV, Whe haSSieU Whe\ aUe. The PRUe UealiVWic Whe UealiVW iV,
Whe PRUe bliQkeUed he becRPeV. IW iV eYeQ ZRUVe ZheQ Whe
ShilRVRSheU deɹQeV Whe Ueal iQ adYaQce ² ShilRVRShicall\ ² eiWheU aV
PaWWeU RU aV VSiUiW. TakeQ SeU Ve, aQd feWiVhi]ed, Whe idea Rf realiW\
(eYeQ ZheQ adRUQed b\ adjecWiYeV VXch aV ¶cRQcUeWe· RU ¶hXPaQ·)
VhUiQkV aQd VhUiYelV. The Ueal UeYealV iWV SURfXQdiWieV WR WhRVe ZhR
ZiVh WR SeQeWUaWe iW iQ RUdeU WR WUaQVfRUP iW, aQd ZhR aWWack iW ZiWh
deWeUPiQaWiRQ, aQd a PXlWiSliciW\ Rf iPSlePeQWV. BXW ZhReYeU
ZiVheV WR WUaQVfRUP Whe Ueal haV aSSaUeQWl\ lRVW WRXch ZiWh iW. He iV
WeQdeQWiRXV. WhaW abRXW RbjecWiYiW\? AQd Zh\ chaQge Whe Ueal
UaWheU WhaQ PeUel\ QRWiQg iW dRZQ? IQ ZhRVe QaPe aQd fRU ZhaW? TR
ZhaW eQd? FRU cRPPRQ VeQVe, iQ da\-WR-da\ laQgXage, ZhReYeU
ZaQWV WR chaQge Whe Ueal iV aQ ¶idealiVW·. He VeWV RXW fURP aQ idea RU
aQ ideal.

Hegel haV WaXghW XV WhaW Whe Ueal iV PRUe SURfRXQd WhaQ e[iVWeQce
RU ZhaW caQ be VeeQ WR e[iVW; ZRXld WhiV SURfXQdiW\ be PeWaSh\Vical?
MaU[ haV WaXghW XV WhaW WheUe ZRXld be QR kQRZledge (aQd QR Qeed



WR kQRZ aQ\WhiQg) if Whe aSSaUeQW aQd Whe eVVeQWial cRiQcided aW Whe
heaUW Rf Whe Ueal, RU if Whe\ ZeUe cRPSleWel\ (PeWaSh\Vicall\)
VeSaUaWe. BXW if WhiV iV VR, Zh\ aUe WheUe VR PaQ\ aSSeaUaQceV iQ Whe
Ueal? Wh\ iV WheUe VR PXch WhaW iV abVWUacW iQ Whe cRQcUeWe, aQd Zh\
aUe WheUe VR PaQ\ fRUPV iQ cRQWeQW? Wh\ aQd hRZ iV Whe fRUPal alVR
cRQcUeWe, aQd Ueal? SRPeWiPeV Whe eYeU\da\ aSSeaUV WR be Whe VRle
UealiW\, Whe UealiW\ Rf UealiVWV, deQVe, ZeighW\ aQd VRlid. AW RWheU
WiPeV iW VeePV WhaW iWV ZeighW iV aUWiɹcial, WhaW iWV deQVeQeVV iV
iQVXbVWaQWial: XQUealiW\ iQcaUQaWe.

TR diVSel WheVe RbVcXUiWieV, SeUhaSV Ze Qeed WR claUif\ Whe
WeUPiQRlRg\ aQd WR diVWiQgXiVh beWZeeQ Whe acWXal aQd Whe real, RU
agaiQ, beWZeeQ Whe presenW aQd Whe real. Ma\be WheQ iW ZRXld be
eaVieU WR liQk WheP WRgeWheU. IQ aQ\ eYeQW, Ze VhRXld ceUWaiQl\
dialecWici]e Whe idea Rf ¶UealiW\·.

LeW XV begiQ b\ UeiQWegUaWiQg Whe SRVVible ZiWhiQ Whe Ueal. UVXall\
a diVWiQcWiRQ iV Pade beWZeeQ WheP ² aQd TXiWe UighWl\ VR ² aQd WheQ
Whe\ aUe VeSaUaWed. The SRVVible iV VeeQ aV abVWUacW aQd YagXe, Zhile
Whe Ueal iV VeeQ aV Whick aQd ZeighW\, aV ¶beiQg· RU ¶e[iVWiQg·. BXW Whe
SRVVible eQWeUV Whe Ueal. IW aSSeaUV WheUe: iW aQQRXQceV aQd iQYRkeV
iWV SUeVeQce ZiWhiQ iW, aQd WheQ VeWV abRXW deVWUR\iQg iW aQd QegaWiQg
iW. AV fRU Whe Ueal, iW iV a SRVVibiliW\ Zhich haV beeQ Pade eʃecWiYe RU
acWXali]ed. IQ RQe Za\ RU aQRWheU, aQd UegaUdleVV Rf ZhaW Ze
iPagiQe Whe liQk WR be, Ze PXVW cRQceiYe Rf a cRQQecWiRQ beWZeeQ
Whe acWXal aQd Whe YiUWXal, Whe SRWeQWial aQd Whe SRVVible. The acWXal
aQd Whe YiUWXal haYe a dialecWical UelaWiRQ, eYeQ iQ Whe caVe Rf
QaWXUal SheQRPeQa, bXW eYeQ PRUe VR iQ Whe caVe Rf hXPaQ
SheQRPeQa, ZheUe a cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf ZhaW iV SRVVible alZa\V
iQWeUYeQeV. HXPaQ acWiRQV alZa\V deɹQe WhePVelYeV aV chRiceV, aV a
PeaQV Rf acceVV WR ZhaW iV SRVVible aQd aV aQ RSWiRQ beWZeeQ WhRVe
YaUiRXV SRVVibiliWieV, UegaUdleVV Rf ZheWheU Whe acWiRQV aUe iQdiYidXal
RU cRllecWiYe. WiWhRXW SRVVibiliW\ WheUe caQ be QR acWiYiW\, QR UealiW\,
XQleVV iW be Whe dead UealiW\ Rf WhiQgV iQ iVRlaWiRQ, Zhich haYe a
ViQgle SRVVibiliW\: WR PaiQWaiQ WhePVelYeV aV Whe\ aUe. If Ze jRiQ Whe
caWegRU\ Rf possibiliW\ WR iW ² Zhich, like Whe idea Rf WRWaliW\ aQd Whe
idea Rf VWUXcWXUe, iV a ShilRVRShical legac\ ² Whe caWegRU\ Rf VRcial
aQd hXPaQ realiW\ caQ be UeWaiQed. IW becRPeV dialecWici]ed. IW



cRQWiQXeV WR gXaUaQWee heighWeQed RbjecWiYiW\ WR kQRZledge Zhile
aYRidiQg VXSeUɹcial RbjecWiYiVP aQd illXViYel\ SURfRXQd RQWRlRg\. IW
eUadicaWeV a feZ falVe aQd iQVRlXble SURblePV, QRWabl\ WhRVe Zhich
cRPe aV a UeVXlW Rf Whe diVVRciaWiRQ Rf facW aQd YalXe, aQd Rf Whe Ueal
aQd Whe ideal. Wh\ chaQge Whe Ueal? BecaXVe iW dReV chaQge, Rf
QeceVViW\, aQd if kQRZledge begiQV ZiWh ZhaW iV SRVVible iW caQ helS
WR diUecW WhiV chaQge, aQd cRQWURl iW. The ɻaW UealiVP Rf Whe
iPPediaWe VWUiYeV deVSeUaWel\ WR SURYe hRZ VSaciRXV iW iV. WheQ iW iV
dXbbed ¶PaWeUialiVP·, iWV YicWRU\ RYeU aQ eYeQ PRUe abVWUacW aQd
VhUiYelled-XS idealiVP iV aQ eaV\ RQe.

We PaiQWaiQ WhaW Whe SRVVible dePaQdV a chRice aQd aQ acW, aQd
WheUefRUe dePaQdV a \eV-RU-QR aQVZeU. GiYeQ Whe ¶Ueal· ZiWh iWV
SURblePV (iWV cRQWUadicWiRQV) aQd Whe VRlXWiRQV SURSRVed, VRRQeU RU
laWeU Ze decide XQeTXiYRcall\ fRU RQe SaUWicXlaU VRlXWiRQ, aQd acW
accRUdiQgl\. ThiV iV Zh\ aQ RSWiRQ iQYRlYeV a VWUaWeg\ aQd a VeUieV Rf
RSWiRQV Zhich aPRXQW WR a VeUieV Rf bifXUcaWiRQV aQd diVjXQcWiRQV.
DeciViRQV haYe WheiU lRgic, WheiU PaWhePaWicV aQd WheiU calcXlXV.
TheVe calcXlaWiRQV UeYRlYe aURXQd Whe ¶SRVVible/Ueal· UelaWiRQ, iQ VR
faU aV iW SURdXceV a fRUP Zhich, deVSiWe iWV fRUPal chaUacWeU, iV SaUW
Rf Whe Ueal. HRZeYeU, WhiV VWaWePeQW iWVelf UXQV Whe daQgeU Rf
SURYRkiQg a WheRUeWical illXViRQ: WhaW Rf Whe VXSeUɻXiW\ Rf Whe fRUPal.
WheQ dealiQg ZiWh SRVVibiliWieV SeU Ve, aQd ZiWh Whe cRPiQg fRUWh Rf
YiUWXaliWieV, Ze caQQRW aQVZeU Whe TXeVWiRQV Whe\ SRVe b\ a \eV RU a
QR. PRVVibiliWieV, i.e., VRlXWiRQV WR SURblePV, aUe diVcRYeUed aQd
iQYeQWed; cRQWUadicWiRQV ZiWhiQ Whe Ueal aUe WhePVelYeV heighWeQed,
RU aUe eYaded. IW iV a hiVWRU\, a dialecWical SURceVV Rf becRPiQg.
PUacWical acWiRQ iWVelf diʃeUV fURP (PaWhePaWicall\) fRUPali]able
VeUieV aQd fUeTXeQcieV iQ Whe fRllRZiQg Za\: Whe VWake iV cRQVWaQWl\
chaQgiQg, aQd Whe gRal becRPeV PRdiɹed aV dR Whe QXPbeU Rf
Sla\eUV. Will-SRZeU PakeV ZhaW iV iQiWiall\ iPSRVVible SRVVible,
Zhile PRdif\iQg bRWh Whe PeaQV aQd Whe eQdV. AcWiRQ dReV QRW
WUaQVceQd calcXlaWiRQ aQd fRUP: iW eQcRPSaVVeV WheP b\ VXSeUVediQg
WheP. QXaQWiWaWiYe RU TXaliWaWiYe (RUdiQal) PaWhePaWicV caQQRW
gUaVS Whe ¶Ueal· cRPSleWel\. HRZeYeU, Ze dR QRW kQRZ iQ adYaQce
e[acWl\ ZhaW iW iV WhaW elXdeV WheP. OQl\ Whe ShilRVRSheU belieYeV he
caQ dUaZ bRXQdaUieV aQd dePaUcaWiRQ liQeV. SR Whe QeZ



PaWhePaWical iPSlePeQWV eQable XV WR SeUceiYe Whe hXPaQ ¶Ueal·
PRUe eʃecWiYel\, aQd WR SeQeWUaWe iW. BXW Whe\ dR QRW e[haXVW iW. IW iV
iQ Whe eYeU\da\ aQd iWV aPbigXRXV deSWhV WhaW SRVVibiliWieV aUe bRUQ
aQd Whe SUeVeQW liYeV RXW iWV UelaWiRQ ZiWh Whe fXWXUe.

IV WhiV a UeaVRQ fRU UeSlaciQg fRUPal lRgic (Zhich iV biQaU\: WUXe RU
falVe, iQclXViRQ aQd e[clXViRQ, RSSRViWiRQ, cRQWUaUiQeVV, eWc.) b\ a
lRgic ZiWh PRUe WhaQ WZR YaleQcieV, WhUee fRU e[aPSle: Whe WUXe, Whe
falVe aQd Whe UaQdRP (RU Whe SRVVible)? IQ RXU RSiQiRQ, QR. DeciViRQ
lRgic jXVWiɹeV Whe Rld fRUPal lRgic, aQd e[WeQdV iW. TR chRRVe iV WR
e[clXde all Whe SRVVibiliWieV e[ceSW RQe. TR RSW iV WR acW VR WhaW Whe
iPSRVVible becRPeV SRVVible, aQd VR WhaW WhiQgV Zhich aUe SRVVible
becRPe iPSRVVible. ThiV iPSlieV a lRgical ¶SRVVible/iPSRVVible·
UelaWiRQ VXbRUdiQaWe WR a deeSeU dialecWical UelaWiRQ. LRgic, Zhich iV
Whe cRQcUeWe fRUP Rf a VeW Rf TXeVWiRQV Zhich aUe aQVZeUed b\ \eV RU
QR, RccXSieV a ceUWaiQ leYel. CRQVeTXeQWl\, WhiV leYel PXVW be WhaW Rf
gaPeV aQd VWUaWeg\ WheRU\, Rf RSeUaWiRQal UeVeaUch aQd Rf
iQfRUPaWiRQ WheRU\. DialecWical UeaVRQ RccXSieV aQRWheU leYel, Zhich
eQcRPSaVVeV Whe fRUPeU. ThiV UelaWiRQ (Zhich iV QRW alZa\V eaV\ WR
gUaVS) iV SaUW Rf Whe ¶Ueal·.

OQce iW haV beeQ feWiVhi]ed, Whe caWegRU\ Rf ¶UealiW\· haV eQRUPRXV
diVadYaQWageV. IW deVWUR\V VSeciɹciWieV aQd diʃeUeQceV. UQdeU Whe
XPbUella Rf WhiV cRQceSW, aQd ZiWh Whe PiVXVe Rf Whe eSiWheW
¶cRQcUeWe·, Whe hXPaQ Ueal iV cRQVideUed WR be RQ a SaU ZiWh QaWXUe,
RU Whe Ueal Rf QaWXUe iV cRQVideUed WR be RQ a SaU ZiWh Whe hXPaQ
Ueal. CRQfXViRQV aUe cUeaWed, fRddeU fRU ShilRVRShical
RYeUiQdXlgeQce. B\ dialecWici]iQg Whe cRQceSW Ze caQ begiQ WR
aQVZeU TXeVWiRQV abRXW Whe realiW\ of conscioXsness.

CRQVciRXVQeVV dReV QRW aSSeaU WR be ¶Ueal· iQ Whe Za\ a VXbVWaQce
RU a WhiQg iV, QRU dReV iW aSSeaU ¶XQUeal·, like a UeɻecWiRQ RU aQ
eSiSheQRPeQRQ, Whe accideQWal VXbVWiWXWe fRU VRPeWhiQg elVe. SRcial
cRQVciRXVQeVVeV aUe bRUQ, gURZ, ZiWheU aZa\ aQd die like iQdiYidXal
cRQVciRXVQeVVeV dR (aQd fURP Zhich Whe\ caQQRW be VeSaUaWed).
SRcial e[iVWeQce aQd cRQVciRXVQeVV (like eYeU\ e[iVWeQce aQd eYeU\
cRQVciRXVQeVV) haYe VRPeWhiQg WransiWional abRXW WheP. The\ cRPe
iQWR beiQg aQd gR WRZaUdV VRPeWhiQg elVe RU RWheU WhaQ WhePVelYeV.
EYeU\ cRQVciRXVQeVV lighWV XS RU VZiWcheV Rʃ, becRPeV WUaQVfRUPed



RU VWa\V Whe VaPe (QeYeU fRU lRQg, eYeQ ZheQ iW iV ePbRdied iQ a
ZRUk). IW iV bRUQ Rf a SURbleP, ZheQ ZhaW haV beeQ accRPSliVhed ²
Whe ¶Ueal· iQ iWV QaUURZ VeQVe ² haV becRPe iQadeTXaWe. IQ WhiV VeQVe,
iW QegaWeV Whe ¶Ueal· cRQcUeWel\ aQd VSeciɹcall\. IW iV bRUQ alRQg ZiWh
a SRVVibiliW\ aUiViQg fURP Whe SUacWical TXeVWiRQ Whe SRVVible aVkV Rf
Whe Ueal, aQd Yice YeUVa. AQ aSSeaUaQce RU aQ aSSaUiWiRQ, iW chaQgeV
iWVelf iQWR acWiRQ, i.e., iQWR ¶UealiW\·, iQ VR faU aV iW UeVRlYeV Whe
SURbleP SRVed. TheUefRUe RQe Rf iWV cRQdiWiRQV iV Whe XQdeUPiQiQg Rf
Whe ¶UealiW\· Zhich haV alUead\ beeQ accRPSliVhed aQd VWUXcWXUed. IQ
Whe VRlidiW\ aQd VXbVWaQWialiW\ Rf a Velf-VXɽcieQW, Velf-VaWiVɹed ¶Ueal·,
cRQVciRXVQeVV fallV WR VleeS. IW ¶iV·, aQd cRQVeTXeQWl\ iW iV QR lRQgeU
cRQVciRXVQeVV. We dR QRW Va\, ¶All cRQVciRXVQeVV iV cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf
VRPeWhiQg·, bXW, ¶All cRQVciRXVQeVV iV cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf a SRVVibiliW\·;
WhiV iV ZhaW giYeV iW iWV acXiW\, iWV gRRd lXck aQd iWV PiVfRUWXQe.
WiWhRXW SRVVibiliW\ WheUe caQ be QR cRQVciRXVQeVV, aQd ZhaW iV PRUe,
QR life. PUeVeQce iPSlieV ZhaW iV SRVVible iQ Whe SUeVeQW, aQd fRU Whe
SUeVeQW; Whe fXWXUe iV aQ iQdiVSeQVable hRUi]RQ aQd gXidiQg lighW.
CRQVciRXVQeVV caQ QeYeU be aW hRPe iQ Whe Ueal, iQ aQ\WhiQg Zhich
haV beeQ VWabili]ed RU VaWiVɹed; aQd \eW iW VeekV Whe Ueal, RU UaWheU
Ueali]aWiRQ, aV Zell aV VWabiliW\, aQd VaWiVfacWiRQ.

CRQVciRXVQeVV iV bRUQ Rf SURblePV, cRQWUadicWiRQV aQd cRQɻicWV, Rf
RSWiRQV aQd chRiceV Zhich aUe bRWh QeceVVaU\ aQd fUee. OQe PXVW
chRRVe beWZeeQ YaUiRXV SRVVibiliWieV: WhaW iV ZhaW iV QeceVVaU\. OQe
PXVW Wake UiVkV, ZageU RQ UaQdRPQeVV aQd gaPble: WhaW iV ZhaW iV
fUee. ThXV cRQVciRXVQeVV SUeVeQWV iWVelf aV a VSeciɹc ¶UealiW\·, bXW QRW
giYeQ, aQd QRW XQPediaWed. Self-cRQVciRXVQeVV iV bRUQ iQ Whe RWheU,
Rf Whe RWheU aQd b\ Whe RWheU. IW ¶iV·, aQd \eW iW iV QRW. IW ¶iV· acWiRQ
aQd UelaWiRQ, aQd QRW VXbVWaQce; iW ¶iV· Whe cRQfURQWaWiRQ beWZeeQ Whe
cRQVeTXeQceV Rf SURblePV, Whe dePaQd fRU VRlXWiRQV, claUiW\ Rf
e[SecWaWiRQ, SeUVSecWiYe aQd chRice beWZeeQ SRVVibiliWieV (aQd
iPSRVVibiliWieV). IW iV bRUQ iQ acWiRQ aQd acWiRQ bUiQgV iW iQWR beiQg. IW
iV bRUQ iQ ZRUkV, aQd ZRUkV bUiQg iW fRUWh. IW iV SURdXcWiYe, iW iV Velf-
SURdXcWiYe; iW UeVRlYeV Whe SURblePV ePbedded iQ ZhaW iW cUeaWeV. IW
iV iWV RZQ ZRUk, aQd \eW iW eVcaSeV aV VRRQ aV WhaW ZRUk iV
accRPSliVhed. IW QegaWeV aQd iW VXSeUVedeV, bXW caQQRW be deɹQed aV
abVRlXWe QegaWiYiW\ alRQe.



FXll\ Ueal iQ iWV Za\ (bXW QRW like a ¶UegiRQ· Zhich cRXld be
deVcUibed VeSaUaWel\ fURP Whe ¶Ueal·), cRQVciRXVQeVV haV QeceVVaU\
aQd QRQ-VXɽcieQW cRQdiWiRQV iQ RWheU UealiWieV, ZheWheU Whe\ be
biRlRgical aQd Sh\ViRlRgical, RU ecRQRPic aQd hiVWRUical. IW caQQRW
be UedXced WR WheVe ¶Ueal· cRQdiWiRQV. AV VRRQ aV Ze PRXld Whe idea
Rf UealiW\ aURXQd aQ\ WhiQg Zhich haV VXbVWaQce, Ze becRPe
WUaSSed iQ a dilePPa. EiWheU cRQVciRXVQeVV elXdeV Whe caWegRU\ Rf
¶UealiW\·, VRPeWhiQg caUicaWXUed iQ WhRVe WheRUieV Zhich deUeali]e iW
aQd UedXce iW WR SXUe UeɻecWiRQ, RU WR SXUe QegaWiYiW\; RU elVe iW
cRQceiYeV Rf iWVelf aV a WhiQg Zhich haV VXbVWaQce aQd Zhich
VegPeQWV iQWR (hiVWRUical, SV\chRlRgical RU VRciRlRgical) SURceVVeV RU
iQWR (iQdiYidXal RU cRllecWiYe) VWaWeV aQd UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV.

We haYe alUead\ cUiWici]ed aQd UejecWed VeYeUal cRQfXViRQV,
QRWabl\ Whe cRQfXViRQ beWZeeQ ¶UealiW\· aQd ¶VWUXcWXUe·. TheUe iV
aQRWheU Zhich iV QR leVV fUeTXeQW, aQd jXVW aV daQgeURXV fRU
kQRZledge: Whe cRQfXViRQ beWZeeQ fXncWion aQd realiW\. FXQcWiRQ iV
VeeQ aV Whe cUiWeUiRQ Rf UealiW\, biRlRgicall\ aQd VRciall\ VSeakiQg.
AccRUdiQg WR a ceUWaiQ QeR-HegeliaQiVP Zhich iV aV ZideVSUead aV iW
iV XQaZaUe Rf iWV RUigiQV, RQe Rf Whe ShilRVRSheU·V faPRXV VWaWePeQWV
cRXld be WUaQVcUibed iQ Whe fRllRZiQg Za\: ¶EYeU\WhiQg Zhich iV
fXQcWiRQal iV Ueal, eYeU\WhiQg Ueal haV a fXQcWiRQ.· RaWiRQaliW\ aQd
fXQcWiRQaliW\ aUe VeeQ WR cRiQcide. FXQcWiRQ ZRXld cUeaWe UealiW\
(iQclXdiQg Whe VeQVRU\ RbjecW ZiWh a ¶UealiW\· WhaW ZRXld aSSaUeQWl\
bUiQg fXQcWiRQV iQWR Sla\ Zhich ZRXld YaU\ accRUdiQg WR Whe cXlWXUe
aQd Whe ciYili]aWiRQ iQYRlYed).

TheVe fRUPXlaWiRQV deɹQe a fXncWionalism, a cRURllaU\ Rf
VWUXcWXUaliVP aQd Rf YaUiRXV UealiVPV iQ cRQWePSRUaU\ WhRXghW.
FXQcWiRQaliVP decUeeV a UaWiRQal balaQce aQd haUPRQ\ beWZeeQ
QaWXUe, cXlWXUe, aQd VRcieW\ cRQVideUed aV a ZhRle. IW SRVWXlaWeV a
ViWXaWiRQ ZheUeb\, iQ iWVelf aQd b\ iWVelf, UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV aUe
cRPSleWel\ aligQed WR acWiRQV, aQd ZhaW iV Ueal iV cRPSleWel\ aligQed
WR ZhaW iV WUXe. FRU a fXQcWiRQaliVW VRciRlRgiVW, if VRPeWhiQg dReV QRW
haYe a fXQcWiRQ iW caQQRW e[iVW. AW Whe YeU\ PRVW iW caQ be VeeQ aV aQ
RʃVhRRW Rf a Ueal fXQcWiRQ. FaPilieV haYe fXQcWiRQV. The ZRUkiQg
claVV haV fXQcWiRQV. BXUeaXcUac\ haV fXQcWiRQV (eVSeciall\ becaXVe iW
iV PaiQl\ cRPSRVed Rf ¶fXQcWiRQaUieV·). AV fRU Whe VWaWe, iW RbYiRXVl\



SRVVeVVeV PaQ\ fXQcWiRQV, b\ deɹQiWiRQ. IQ RWheU ZRUdV,
fXQcWiRQaliVP eliPiQaWeV cUiWical WhRXghW. AccRUdiQg WR WhiV cUiWeUiRQ,
ViQce aQ\WhiQg ZiWhRXW a fXQcWiRQ iV VXSeUɻXRXV, iW PXVW diVaSSeaU.
Of ZhaW XVe iV eYeU\da\ life? WhaW iV iWV fXQcWiRQ? IW haV QRQe. If Ze
caQQRW VXSSUeVV WhiV UegUeWWable UeVidXe, aW leaVW leW XV caVW iW aVide.
HRZ eaV\ iW iV WR SaVV fURP RbVeUYaWiRQV WR dikWaWV, aQd fURP
RQWRlRg\ WR Whe QRUPaWiYe. AQd hRZ TXickl\ dRcWUiQaiUe
fXQcWiRQaliVP bUiQgV a fXQcWiRQaliVW eWhic aQd eYeQ a fXQcWiRQaliVW
aeVWheWic iQ iWV Zake.

CUiWiTXe Rf fXQcWiRQaliVP haV iPSRUWaQW iPSlicaWiRQV fRU ZhaW Ze
aUe WalkiQg abRXW. The QeZ WRZQV haYe dePRQVWUaWed Whe XQdRXbWed
PeUiWV aQd Whe eYeQ PRUe XQdRXbWed VhRUWcRPiQgV Rf fXQcWiRQaliVP
ZheQ iW WUieV WR cUeaWe Whe fUaPeZRUk aQd cRQdiWiRQV fRU aQ
eYeU\da\ life. The eUURUV aQd illXViRQV Rf Whe dRcWUiQe caQ be gUaVSed
iQ acWiRQ, iQ Whe ZRUk iWVelf. MRUeRYeU, iW iV a TXeVWiRQ Rf a geQeUal
WeQdeQc\, liQked WR Whe iPSRUWaQce Rf WechQiciaQV aQd WR Whe
fRUPaWiRQ Rf a WechQRcUaWic ideRlRg\ iQ eYeU\ SUeVeQW-da\ VRcieW\.
Like aQ\RQe ZhR SRVVeVVeV a Vkill aQd ZhR e[eUciVeV a fUagPeQWed
acWiYiW\, Whe WechQiciaQ haV a fXQcWiRQ iQ aQ RYeUall XQiW. The
WechQRcUaW RYeUVeeV WhiV XQiW, RUgaQi]iQg iWV fXQcWiRQV aQd
VXSeUYiViQg WheP. TheUefRUe WheUe iV a liQk beWZeeQ iQWegUal
fXQcWiRQaliVP aQd ideRlRgical aQd SUacWical WechQRcUac\.

The idea Rf ¶fXQcWiRQ· deUiYeV fURP VeYeUal VcieQceV aQd alVR fURP
VRcial SUacWice. AV faU aV PaWhePaWicV iV cRQceUQed, iW VeePV SRVVible
WR UaWiRQali]e aQd fRUPali]e Whe fXQcWiRQal cRPSleWel\; iW caQ be
aQal\Ved iQWR YaUiableV aQd UecRQVWiWXWed iQ RbjecWiYe SURceVVeV. AV
faU aV biRlRg\ aQd Sh\ViRlRg\ aUe cRQceUQed, Whe\ giYe Whe
fXQcWiRQal a kiQd Rf life-giYiQg SURPRWiRQ. We aUe QR lRQgeU dealiQg
ZiWh abVWUacW WUajecWRUieV RU XQiWV, bXW ZiWh RUgaQiVPV aQd RUgaQic
WRWaliWieV. SR Ze caQ add Whe UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ Rf XWiliW\, aQd Rf aQ
iQdiVSeQVable V\VWeP ZiWhiQ aQ RUgaQiVP, WR WhaW Rf PaWhePaWical
QeceVViW\ aQd UigRXU. AW Whe heaUW Rf eYeU\ liYiQg aQd cRheUeQW
eQWiW\, eYeU\ SaUW Zhich iV QRW Whe UeVXlW Rf a deVWUXcWiYe aQal\ViV Rf
Whe ZhRle aQd Zhich PaiQWaiQV iWV iQWegUaliW\ iQ Whe face Rf aWWackV
fURP a UelaWiYel\ hRVWile ¶eQYiURQPeQW· ² iQ RWheU ZRUdV, eYeU\ ¶Ueal·
SaUW ² cRUUeVSRQdV WR a fXQcWiRQ aQd WR aQ RUgaQ. FURP WheQ RQ iW



VeePV iPSRVVible WR diVVRciaWe fXQcWiRQ fURP RUgaQ aQd fXQcWiRQ
fURP VWUXcWXUe. TheRUeWiciaQV Pa\ haYe UejecWed a ceUWaiQ ViPSliVWic
RUgaQiciVP, bXW WhiV haV QRW led WR a heighWeQed cUiWiTXe Rf Whe
cRQceSW Rf fXQcWiRQ. IQ VR faU aV a VRcieW\ cRQVWiWXWeV a ZhRle aQd
SRVVeVVeV a VSeciɹc life, cRXld iW QRW be VeeQ aV a VXP WRWal, RU a
V\QWheViV, RU a WRWaliW\ Rf ¶fXQcWiRQV·?

ThiV UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ cRQWaiQV elePeQWV Rf WUXWh aQd elePeQWV Rf
eUURU, aQd Whe laWWeU SUedRPiQaWe RQce Whe UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ becRPeV
V\VWePaWi]ed. CUiWical aQal\ViV diVcRYeUV a Pi[WXUe Rf feWiVhi]ed
deWeUPiQiVP aQd Rf ɹQaliVP, aV Zell aV aQ XQdeUl\iQg WaXWRlRg\.
GiYeQ ZhaW iW iV, aQ RUgaQiVP iV Pade XS Rf RUgaQV. Each RUgaQ
SeUSeWXaWeV iWVelf b\ acWiQg XSRQ Whe RWheUV aQd cRQVeTXeQWl\ b\
diUecWiQg iWV RZQ acWiYiW\ back XSRQ iWVelf. B\ deɹQiWiRQ, eYeU\
RUgaQ SeUSeWXaWeV iWVelf b\ ¶fXQcWiRQiQg·. ThXV eYeU\ RUgaQ haV PRUe
RU leVV cRPSle[ Velf-UegXlaWiRQV (VXch aV feedbackV, VcaQQiQgV aQd
hRPeRVWaVeV, WR XVe Whe YRcabXlaU\ Rf Whe c\beUQeWiciVWV ZhR haYe
helSed WR elabRUaWe WheVe cRQceSWV). The idea Rf Velf-UegXlaWiRQ helSV
XV WR claUif\ Whe idea Rf ¶fXQcWiRQ·. We iPagiQe aQ RUgaQiVP WR be a
Velf-UegXlaWiQg eQVePble cRPSRVed Rf fXQcWiRQal Velf-UegXlaWiRQV
Zhich SeUSeWXaWe bRWh WhePVelYeV aQd Whe RUgaQiVP. ThXV, Zhile
chaQgiQg, iW PaiQWaiQV a VWabiliW\ aQd cRXld be Vaid WR SRVVeVV iWV
RZQ iQQeU lRgic. ThiV dReV QRW UXle RXW chaQce RU diVRUdeU, aQd VR
cRQVeTXeQWl\ iW caQ becRPe diVUXSWed. EYeU\ Velf-UegXlaWiRQ haV iWV
liPiWV. The cRQQecWiRQV beWZeeQ SaUWial Velf-UegXlaWiRQV VeeP YagXe.
A liYiQg RUgaQiVP iV ɻe[ible becaXVe iW iV YXlQeUable. CRPSleWe
adaSWaWiRQ ZRXld lead WR leWhaUg\ aQd VWagQaWiRQ aV VXUel\ aV
cRPSleWe iQadaSWaWiRQ ZRXld bUiQg abRXW iWV dePiVe. SR hRZ caQ Ze
kQRZ ZheWheU beWWeU UeVXlWV PighW QRW haYe beeQ RbWaiQed ZiWh
RWheU adaSWaWiRQV RU iQadaSWaWiRQV, RU RWheU cRPbiQaWiRQV Rf RUgaQV
aQd fXQcWiRQV? PeUhaSV a fXQcWiRQ iV QRWhiQg PRUe WhaQ a VXcceVVfXl
PiVWake, a QRQ-fXQcWiRQal elePeQW Zhich haV chaQged (ViQce Whe
cRQdiWiRQV WhePVelYeV haYe chaQged), RU Whe UeVXlW Rf a VWURke Rf
gRRd lXck. TRda\·V d\VfXQcWiRQ cRXld be WRPRUURZ·V fXQcWiRQ.
FXQcWiRQaliVW ɹQaliVP eYadeV Whe iVVXe; iW iV XQWeQable.

OXU RbjecWiYe cRQdiWiRQV chaQge aQd Ze chaQge RXU cRQdiWiRQV. If
RXU cRQVciRXVQeVV caQ lag e[ceVViYel\ behiQd WheVe cRQdiWiRQV,



VXUel\ RXU bRd\ caQ WRR. The RSWiPXP ZRXld VeeP WR be a halfZa\
hRXVe beWZeeQ adaSWaWiRQ (iQdiVSeQVable bXW VWeUili]iQg) aQd
PaladaSWaWiRQ (cUeaWiYe, VWiPXlaWiQg, bXW deadl\). E[acWl\ ZhaW iV
Whe UelaWiRQ beWZeeQ PRdeUQ PaQ aQd cRQWePSRUaU\ VRcieW\, aQd
Whe cRQdiWiRQV Whe\ haYe cUeaWed? HRZ caQ Ze diVWiQgXiVh beWZeeQ
Whe fXQcWiRQal aQd Whe QRQ-fXQcWiRQal? AW WhiV SRiQW Ze ZRXld WeQd
WR aUgXe WhaW ¶PRdeUQ· PaQ aQd VRcieW\ caQQRW gR RQ QeglecWiQg
eYeU\da\ life aQd leaYiQg iW behiQd fRU PXch lRQgeU, aQd WhaW iWV
QRQ-fXQcWiRQaliW\ Zill be WUaQVfRUPed iQWR VXSUa-fXQcWiRQaliW\. AQd
SeUhaSV WhiV iV RQe Rf WhRVe UaUe SUedicWiRQV RQe caQ Pake abRXW Whe
fXWXUe ZiWhRXW WRR PXch daQgeU Rf geWWiQg iW ZURQg.

IW iV TXiWe aPXViQg WR RbVeUYe Whe aQWicV VRPe highl\ iQWelligeQW,
h\SeU-UealiVWic aQd cleaU-WhiQkiQg VRcial VcieQWiVWV geW XS WR iQ RUdeU
WR VaYe fXQcWiRQaliVP. The\ caQQRW aYRid adPiWWiQg d\VfXQcWiRQV,
aQd VR VXUel\ Whe\ PXVW acceSW ¶VXUYiYalV· RU ¶WiPe lagV·. ThiV ZRXld
add eYeQ PRUe fXel WR Whe aUgXPeQW agaiQVW iQWegUal fXQcWiRQaliVP.3
The dialecWical WUick (if Ze Pa\ call iW WhaW) iV WR abVRUb aQd UeVRUb
d\VfXQcWiRQ ZiWhiQ Whe fXQcWiRQal b\ PaiQWaiQiQg WhaW d\VfXQcWiRQ iV
Whe cRQdiWiRQ aQd iQeYiWable UeYeUVe Vide Rf aQ\ fXQcWiRQ. WheQ
MeUWRQ lRRkV aW SRliWical bRVVeV iQ APeUicaQ WRZQV he ɹQdV Whe\
haYe PaQ\ ¶fXQcWiRQV·, iQclXdiQg Whe fXQcWiRQ Rf aWWeQdiQg WR
VSeciɹc iQWeUeVWV ² Whe QeedV Rf WheiU cRQVWiWXeQcieV, RU Rf Whe SRRU
aQd Whe PaUgiQali]ed. The RQl\ PeaQV aYailable WR WheVe ZUeWched
SeRSle iV WR e[eUciVe WheiU ciYil UighWV b\ VSeakiQg WR Whe lRcal bRVV
WR RbWaiQ a feZ faYRXUV. IQ VhRUW, Yia iWV RZQ ¶d\VfXQcWiRQV·, Whe
SRliWical aQd bXUeaXcUaWic PachiQeU\ Rf APeUicaQ dePRcUac\ caQ
geW iWV haQdV RQ VRPeWhiQg Zhich PighW haYe elXded iW: eYeU\da\
life. IW iV WUXe WhaW Whe ¶aSSaUaWXV· aQd Whe ¶PachiQe· VWiɻe QeZV
Zhich PighW RʃeU aQ\ eQcRXUagePeQW. IQ dRiQg VR, Whe\ hiQdeU
cRPPXQicaWiRQV, SaUal\Ve cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd VRcieW\, aQd fRUbid aQ\
acWiYe cUiWiciVP (QRW WR PeQWiRQ a feZ RWheU liWWle iUUiWaQWV, VXch aV
gaQgV aQd UackeWV). WhR caUeV? AQd WhiV iV Whe Za\ Whe fXQcWiRQal
SeQeWUaWeV iQWR Whe YeU\ heaUW Rf Whe eYeU\da\, abVRUbiQg iW aQd
iQWegUaWiQg iW iQWR VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle.

MeUWRQ·V UealiVW aQd fXQcWiRQaliVW aUgXPeQWV aUe ɻaZleVV. Wh\
cUiWici]e ¶d\VfXQcWiRQV·? PeUhaSV Whe\ ɹll iQ gaSV iQ UealiW\, albeiW



badl\. Wh\ cRQVideU WheP aV V\PSWRPV Rf iWV deɹcieQcieV? Wh\ XVe
WheP WR Pake a cUiWiTXe Rf Whe ¶Ueal·? OQe PighW jXVW aV Zell liVW Whe
fXQcWiRQV Rf Whe liYeU, aQd WheQ cRPSlaiQ becaXVe iW iV SURQe WR
illQeVV, e[claiPiQg: ¶Ah! If RQl\ Ze didQ·W haYe liYeUV!· TR SXW iW
aQRWheU Za\, VRcial fXQcWiRQaliVP iV QRW ZiWhRXW iWV SaUadR[eV.
TheVe highlighW Whe diVWXUbiQg Vide Rf Whe dRcWUiQe. FXQcWiRQaliVP
aQd ¶iQWegUaWiRQaliVP· Pake Uead\ bedfellRZV. IQ VRcieW\, aV iQ a
liYiQg bRd\, Whe higheVW fXQcWiRQV aUe SURbabl\ Whe RQeV Zhich
e[eUciVe cRQWURl aQd iQWegUaWiRQ fURP abRYe. The ideal kiQd Rf
cRQWURl aQd iQWegUaWiRQ ZRXld leaYe QR URRP fRU Whe XQfRUeVeeQ, Whe
PaUgiQal RU Whe ¶deYiaQW·. IW ZRXld kQRZ hRZ WR SUedicW UaQdRPQeVV
aQd WR abVRUb iW SeU Ve. FiQall\, Whe Ueal aQd Whe UaWiRQal ZRXld
cRiQcide iQ a VRcial WUXWh, WhaW iV XQleVV Whe d\VfXQcWiRQV did QRW
iQWeUYeQe WR bUiQg a liWWle diVRUdeU aQd cUeaWiYe diVV\PPeWU\ iQWR all
WhiV Zell-eVWabliVhed aQd Zell-cRQWURlled RUdeU. WhaW aQ XQe[SecWed
VWURke Rf lXck WhaW ZRXld be!

The aPXViQg WhiQg iV WhaW WhiV fXQcWiRQal UealiVP aYRidV
ShilRVRShical geQeUaliWieV aQd iV XQaZaUe Rf iWV RZQ UeacWiRQaU\
QeR-HegeliaQiVP.4 IW deUiYeV fURP Whe VaPe Uadical cUiWiTXe: Whe Ueal
eQcRPSaVVeV Whe PRYePeQW Zhich QegaWeV iW, SURYidiQg iW iV gUaVSed
iQ all iWV SURfXQdiW\. The acWXal cRPSUiVeV Whe SRVVible aQd Whe
QegaWiYe RSeUaWeV ZiWhiQ iW. The Ueal iV Whe eShePeUal aQd
VXSeUɹcial Vide Rf UealiW\ (¶e[iVWeQce·); iW hideV Whe deeSeU fRUceV.
¶ThaW Whe UaWiRQal iV Ueal iV cRQWUadicWed b\ Whe iUUaWiRQal UealiW\
Zhich aW eYeU\ SRiQW VhRZV iWVelf WR be Whe RSSRViWe Rf ZhaW iW
aVVeUWV, aQd WR aVVeUW Whe RSSRViWe Rf ZhaW iW iV.·5 ThiV fXll\ UeiQVWaWeV
MaU[iVW WhRXghW aQd PeWhRd. IW iV QRW becaXVe Ze ZaQW WR chaQge iW
WhaW Whe ¶Ueal· ² Whe eYeU\da\ ² elXdeV XV. We aUe QRW VeWWiQg RXW
fURP aQRWheU UealiW\ e[WeUQal WR Whe UealiW\ Ze aUe VWXd\iQg. We aUe
VeWWiQg RXW fURP iWV iQQeU PRYePeQW, aQd fURP ZhaW iV SRVVible.
TheQ aQd RQl\ WheQ caQ Ze gUaVS iW aQd kQRZ iW cRPSleWel\.

BiRlRgicall\ RU VRciall\ VSeakiQg, cRXld Sla\ haYe a fXQcWiRQ? IQ
RXU RSiQiRQ, iW iV iPSRVVible WR aQVZeU WhiV TXeVWiRQ b\ \eV RU QR. IQ
QaWXUe, ViQce aQiPalV Sla\ gaPeV, iW ZRXld aSSeaU WR cRUUeVSRQd WR
Whe Qeed WR geW Uid Rf e[ceVV eQeUg\, WR aQ alPRVW SXUe VSRQWaQeiW\,
fUee fURP Whe SUeVVXUeV Rf Whe iPPediaWe ¶eQYiURQPeQW· (Zhich iV



QRW WR Va\ WhaW iW iV XQdeWeUPiQed aQd XQUegXlaWed). CRXld Ze Va\
WhaW Sla\ iV baVicall\ XVeleVV? NR. IW iV SUacWice fRU acWiYiWieV; iW
aQWiciSaWeV aQd SUeSaUeV fRU SUacWical ViWXaWiRQV, RU SUeVeQWV WheP aV
SRWeQWial UiVkV aQd diɽcXlWieV, iQ a dilXWed fRUP. SR iW iV XVefXl, YeU\
PXch VR, aQd SeUhaSV Whe PRUe ¶XVeleVV· iW aSSeaUV Whe PRUe XVefXl
iW Ueall\ iV. IW iV XVefXl becaXVe iW iV UedXQdaQW, iQ WhaW iW RZeV iWVelf
WR a UedXQdaQc\ Rf YiWal eQeUg\, iPSl\iQg Whe Uelief Rf elePeQWaU\
QeedV aQd fXQcWiRQal UeTXiUePeQWV: hXQgeU, WhiUVW, faWigXe.

IQ VRcial life, Sla\ haV a XVe. WhaW iV iW? Rela[aWiRQ aQd
eQWeUWaiQPeQW, \eV, bXW PRUe WhaQ WhaW, iW iV UediVcRYeUed
VSRQWaQeiW\, aQd eYeQ PRUe, iW iV acWiYiW\ Zhich iV QRW VXbjecWed WR
Whe diYiViRQ Rf labRXU aQd Whe VRcial hieUaUchieV. AW ɹUVW VighW,
hXPaQl\ aQd VRciall\ VSeakiQg, Sla\ VeePV WR be a PiQRU, PaUgiQal
acWiYiW\, VideliQed aQd WRleUaWed b\ Whe iPSRUWaQW fXQcWiRQV Rf
iQdXVWUial VRcieW\. CRPSaUed ZiWh Whe UealiW\ Rf SUacWical life aQd Whe
WUXWh Rf UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV, iW VeePV WR be aQ illXViRQ, a lie, VRPeWhiQg
ShRQe\. OQ clRVeU VcUXWiQ\, Whe UeYeUVe iV WUXe. Pla\ UecallV fRUgRWWeQ
deSWhV aQd VXPPRQV WheP XS WR Whe lighW Rf da\. B\ PakiQg WheP
VWa\ ZiWhiQ Whe eYeU\da\, iW eQcRPSaVVeV aUW aQd PaQ\ RWheU WhiQgV
aV Zell. IW XVeV aSSeaUaQceV aQd illXViRQV Zhich ² fRU RQe PaUYellRXV
PRPeQW ² becRPe PRUe Ueal WhaQ Whe Ueal. AQd ZiWh Sla\ aQRWheU
UealiW\ iV bRUQ, QRW a VeSaUaWe RQe, bXW RQe Zhich iV ¶liYed· iQ Whe
eYeU\da\, alRQgVide Whe fXQcWiRQal. IW Pa\ VeeP WhaW Ze aUe
UegXUgiWaWiQg Whe Rld aSRlRg\ fRU Whe acWe graWXiW, bXW QR. We aUe
SURWeVWiQg agaiQVW Whe lRVV Rf gUace aQd gUacefXlQeVV. Pla\ iV a laYiVh
SURYideU Rf SUeVeQce aQd SUeVeQceV.

OQe caQ dR ZiWhRXW iW. AXVWeUiW\ haV QR WiPe fRU iW aQd VRcial
RUdeU iV afUaid Rf iW. IQWegUal fXQcWiRQaliVP WUieV WR eliPiQaWe iW (aV iV
VR cleaUl\ dePRQVWUaWed iQ Whe QeZ WRZQV aQd hRXViQg eVWaWeV!). AQd
WhiV iV RQe Rf Whe SaUadR[eV Ze PXVW highlighW. FRU VXUel\ iW ZaV a
dialecWical PRYePeQW ZiWhiQ iQWegUal fXQcWiRQaliVP iWVelf Zhich gaYe
UiVe WR Whe VWXd\ aQd Whe UehabiliWaWiRQ Rf gaPeV, aW a WiPe ZheQ
¶iQdXVWUial· aQd ¶WechQRlRgical· VRcieW\ ZaV aW fXll WhURWWle.6 IW cRXld
be WhaW SReWU\ aQd ɹcWiRQ aUe SaUW Rf Whe VaPe SURWeVW agaiQVW Whe
fXQcWiRQal, iQ WhaW Whe\ libeUaWe a Qeed fRU VRPeWhiQg PaUYellRXV,
faQWaVWic aQd eYeQ fUeakiVh.



FXQcWiRQaliVP ɹQdV Sla\ haUd WR WRleUaWe, becaXVe Whe WeUUiWRU\ iW
RccXSieV caQQRW be deɹQed iQ adYaQce. IW iV a dRPaiQ ZiWhRXW
liPiWV, like WhaW Rf (fUee) cUiWical WhRXghW RU Rf aUW (ZheQ iW iV WUXl\
fUee), Zhich caQ aQd PXVW aSSURSUiaWe PaWWeUV Zhich dR QRW
cRQceUQ WheP fURP Whe SRiQW Rf YieZ Rf VRcial iQWegUaWiRQ aQd Whe
fXQcWiRQal. EYeU\WhiQg becRPeV Sla\, iQ Whe WheaWUe aQd iQ acWiQg fRU
e[aPSle, iQclXdiQg Whe PRVW iPSRUWaQW PaWWeUV aQd Whe PRVW
dUaPaWic ciUcXPVWaQceV. EYeU\WhiQg VhRXld be able WR becRPe a
gaPe, iQ Whe cRQVciRXV ViPXlaWiRQ Rf WacWicV aQd VWUaWegieV, iQ lighW-
heaUWed iPiWaWiRQ (aQd homo lXdens haV a hRVW Rf WUickV aQd dRdgeV
Ze Zill QRW PeQWiRQ WR helS hiP geW iQYRlYed iQ VeUiRXV PaWWeUV aQd
WR Vee WheP sXb specie lXdis). GaPeV XVe PaQ\ aQcieQW Pagic,
cRVPic, UeligiRXV aQd WechQical RbjecWV Zhich fRUPeUl\ ZeUe
iPSRUWaQW aQd VeUiRXV, bXW Whe\ alVR SURYide a SUacWical PeWhRd fRU
VWUiSSiQg aQ\WhiQg WRR VeUiRXV Rf iWV RYeUiPSRViQg gUaYiWaV, aQd WhXV
Rf iWV SRZeU, UedXciQg iW WR Whe eYeU\da\ b\ QRW allRZiQg iW WR VeW XS
hRPe abRYe eYeU\da\ life.

Did caWhedUalV haYe a XVe? YeV, aQd iQ PaQ\ Za\V: a caWhedUal
ZaV a PXVWeU VWaWiRQ iQ VeUiRXV ciUcXPVWaQceV aQd a PeeWiQg Slace
fRU ceUePRQieV; iW ZaV a V\PbRl Rf Whe cRPPXQiW\, Rf Whe PedieYal
WRZQ aQd iWV WeUUiWRU\; iW ZaV a SRliWicR-UeligiRXV ceQWUe. WeUe Whe\
bXilW fXQcWiRQall\? NR. OYeU aQd abRYe WheiU fXQcWiRQV, Whe\
presenWed aQ iPage Rf Whe ZRUld aQd a VXPPaU\ Rf life accRUdiQg WR
a ceUWaiQ YiViRQ Rf Whe ZRUld aQd Rf life. The bXildeUV VWaUWed fURP
WhiV V\PbRlic UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ (Zhich ZaV RbVRleWe iQ iWVelf, bXW
YigRURXVl\ VSRQWaQeRXV aV faU aV Whe\ ZeUe cRQceUQed), eQdRZiQg iW
ZiWh UichQeVV aQd ePbelliVhPeQWV, Zhich aUe Whe aWWUibXWeV Rf
VSRQWaQeiW\. GRiQg be\RQd PeUe VRcial fXQcWiRQ, Whe\
PeWaPRUShRVed VSRQWaQeiW\ iQWR VW\le. BXW WheQ, WhURXgh VW\le aQd
V\PbRliVPV, Whe caWhedUal becaPe a PRQXPeQW Zhich ZaV alZa\V
presenW iQ Whe WRZQ, acWiYe QRW RQl\ aW e[ceSWiRQal PRPeQWV, bXW alVR
aW Whe heaUW Rf Whe eYeU\da\.

ThXV cUiWiTXe Rf fXQcWiRQaliVP leadV XV WR QeZ ideaV. IQ Whe ɹUVW
Slace, Whe PechaQiVPV Rf Velf-UegXlaWiRQ iQ VRcieW\ aUe iQadeTXaWe.
TheiU balaQciQg aQd ¶VWUXcWXUiQg· PechaQiVPV aUe alZa\V SUecaUiRXV.
OQ Whe leYel Rf VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle, PechaQiVPV aUe UeSlaced b\



represenWaWions. The PechaQiVPV fRU cRUUecWiQg iPbalaQceV aUe acWiYe
RQ YaUiRXV iPSRUWaQW leYelV, bXW QeYeU RQ cRPSUeheQViYe RU WRWal
RQeV. OQ Whe ecRQRPic leYel, fRU e[aPSle.7 We caQ XVe Whe ZRUdV
¶fXQcWiRQ· aQd ¶fXQcWiRQaliW\· WR TXalif\ WheP, i.e., aV SURceVVeV
RSeUaWiQg WhURXgh a kiQd Rf VePi-aZaUeQeVV RU eYeQ lack Rf
aZaUeQeVV RQ Whe SaUW Rf WhRVe ZhR cRQWUibXWe WR WheP. OQ Whe leYel
Rf Whe VWaWe, Rf VWUaWegieV aQd Rf VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle, fXQcWiRQV aUe
eQWUXVWed WR ¶aSSaUaWXVeV· Zhich acW b\ PeaQV Rf UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV:
ideRlRgieV. WhaW iV PRUe, V\PbRliVPV iQWURdXced fURP elVeZheUe
caQ SURYe YeU\ eʃecWiYe. ReSUeVeQWaWiRQV (ideRlRgieV) aQd V\PbRlV
aUe SaVVed Rʃ bRWh aV WUXWhV aQd aV UealiWieV. Like V\PbRliVPV, Whe
¶aSSaUaWXVeV· (Zhich aUe cRQVWUXcWed RQ Whe leYel Rf VRcieW\ aV a
ZhRle, i.e., Rf Whe VWaWe aQd Rf SRliWical VWUaWeg\) aUe UediUecWed
WRZaUdV Whe eYeU\da\, gUaVSiQg iW iQ all iWV deUelicWiRQ, aQd
iQWegUaWiQg iW. IQ WhiV Za\ Whe higheVW leYel UeWXUQV WR Whe lRZeVW
(Zhich dReV QRW VWRS Whe ¶lRZeVW· elXdiQg iW). FXQcWiRQaliVP iV iWVelf
a UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ aQd aQ ideRlRg\, Zhich cRQVciRXVl\ aiPV aW
e[eUWiQg cRQWURl aQd iQWegUaWiRQ iQ cRQdiWiRQV Zhich aUe iSVR facWR
giYeQ, acceSWed aQd UecRgQi]ed.

IQ Whe VecRQd Slace, Ze haYe highlighWed Whe cRQceSW Rf ¶SRl\-
fXQcWiRQaliW\· aQd, PRUe iPSRUWaQWl\, Whe cRQceSW Rf
¶WUaQVfXQcWiRQaliW\·. CeUWaiQ ¶UealiWieV· haYe VeYeUal fXQcWiRQV iQ
VRcial SUacWice, WRZQV fRU e[aPSle (a Slace Rf eYeU\da\ life, UeVW,
faPil\ life, QRQ-SURfeVViRQal UelaWiRQV, QeighbRXUhRRdV, eWc.). AfWeU
VeSaUaWiQg WheP aQal\Wicall\, fXQcWiRQaliVP SURjecWV WheP RQ Whe
gURXQd, aQd Whe UeVXlW iV a SaURd\ Rf ¶UealiW\·, eYeQ WhRXgh all Whe
elePeQWV Rf Whe ¶UealiW\· aUe WheUe (aQd eYeQ WhRXgh, b\ iWV iQWeUeVW
iQ Whe elePeQWV Rf Whe ¶Ueal·, fXQcWiRQaliVP iV iQ adYaQce Rf WhRVe
WheRUieV Zhich igQRUe WheP, YRlXQWaUil\ RU QRW). WiWh fXQcWiRQaliVP,
aQal\Wic XQdeUVWaQdiQg WakeV iWV labRXUV WR Whe biWWeU eQd, aQd aW Whe
VaPe WiPe gReV WR Whe biWWeU eQd Rf Whe VRcial diYiViRQ Rf labRXU. IW
¶iQVWiWXWiRQali]eV· Whe UeVXlWV, aQd WheUe Whe\ aUe RQ Whe gURXQd iQ Whe
QeZ WRZQV, iPSlacabl\ ¶Ueal·, iQeUW aQd lifeleVV.

WhaW ZRXld life be like fRU aQ RUgaQiVP Zhich e[eUciVed Whe
fXQcWiRQV Rf each Rf iWV RUgaQV ViPXlWaQeRXVl\ aQd iQ iVRlaWiRQ?
WhaW ZRXld RXU liYeV be like if ² aQd Whe idea iV hRUUeQdRXV ² Ze



had WR XVe RXU cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd RXU haQdV WR cRQWURl Whe fXQcWiRQV
Rf RXU VWRPachV, RXU heaUWV, RXU liYeUV RU RXU kidQe\V?
FXQcWiRQaliVP leadV WR a dead eQd, Whe kiQd Rf falVe ZRUld
QighWPaUeV aUe Pade Rf.

The PXlWifXQcWiRQal e[iVWV, aQd VR dReV Whe WUaQVfXQcWiRQal. B\ Whe
laWWeU WeUP Ze PeaQ ZhaWeYeU Ze caQQRW UeSl\ WR b\ ¶\eV· RU b\ ¶QR·
ZheQ aVked Whe TXeVWiRQ: ¶IV WhaW XVefXl?· Pla\, fRU e[aPSle, iV
WUaQVfXQcWiRQal, aQd VR iV aUW, RU Whe ZRUk Rf aUW, becaXVe Whe\
cRQWaiQ a Sla\-geQeUaWiQg ¶\eaVW· (Zhich dReV QRW e[haXVW WheP aQd
Zhich Whe\ dR QRW e[haXVW). MRUe geQeUall\ VWill, ZhaW diVWiQgXiVheV
a ZRUk fURP a Whing, aQ objecW RU a prodXcW? AQ iQeUW WhiQg (a Sebble,
a Siece Rf ZRRd) haV QR fXQcWiRQ, a SURdXcW haV aW leaVW RQe, aQd aQ
RbjecW haV VeYeUal (fRU e[aPSle, a chaiU, Zhich helSV Pe WR dR P\
jRb, WR UeVW, WR haYe a chaW «). AV fRU ZRUkV, Whe\ aUe
WUaQVfXQcWiRQal; Whe\ haYe PaQ\ XVeV, Zhich Whe\ VXSeUVede.

WheWheU iW iV fXQcWiRQal RU QRW, aQ RUQaPeQW ² WRleUaWed b\
fXQcWiRQaliVP aV lRQg aV iW UePaiQV RUQaPeQWal ² iV a VRUU\
caUicaWXUe Rf Whe ZRUk Rf aUW. WheWheU iW iV dXUable RU QRW, Whe
WUaQVfXQcWiRQal iV a ZRUk. Pla\ iV PRPeQWaU\ WUaQVfXQcWiRQaliW\
Zhich cRQViVWV Rf iWV RZQ XQfRldiQg: Whe eShePeUal ZRUk Rf aQ
iQdiYidXal RU VeYeUal iQdiYidXalV, VXcceVVfXl RU QRW, SeUfecW RU QRW,
PaUYellRXV RU QRW. A WRZQ iV dXUable WUaQVfXQcWiRQaliW\. BURXghW Rʃ
RU bRWched, iW iV Whe ZRUk Rf a VRcial gURXS aQd Rf aQ RYeUall VRcieW\.
TRZQV ZeUe QR PRUe WhaQ Whe YagXel\ cRQVciRXV RU eYeQ
¶PiVcRQVciRXV· ZRUk Rf eYeU\da\ life. The\ PXVW becRPe a fXll\
cRQVciRXV Zork, ZiWh Whe SXUSRVe QRW Rf ¶iQWegUaWiQg· aQ eYeU\da\
Zhich haV beeQ caVW aVide aW Whe lRZeVW Rf leYelV, bXW Rf
PeWaPRUShRViQg Whe eYeU\da\ iQWR a ZRUk, RQ Whe higheVW leYel Whe
leYel Rf aUW aQd Rf fUeedRP. TheQ, aV VRcial PaQ QeaUV a gRal Zhich
WRda\ iV UWRSiaQ (aQd cRQVciRXVl\ SRVWXlaWed aV VXch), Whe eYeU\da\
aQd Whe ZhRle Zill be ZRUkV Zhich caQQRW be diVVRciaWed, aQd Whe
Ueal Zill QR lRQgeU be VSliW XS iQWR Whe ¶Ueal· aQd Whe ¶WUXe·, iQ RWheU
ZRUdV iQWR ¶WUXe· YeUVXV ¶falVe·.

3 Alienation



SiQce iW ZaV WakeQ XS agaiQ VRPe WhiUW\ \eaUV agR, Whe idea Rf
alieQaWiRQ haV beeQ VWXdied PaQ\ WiPeV. TheUe ZRXld ceUWaiQl\ be
eYeU\ UeaVRQ WR ZUiWe aQ iQ-deSWh hiVWRU\ Rf iW. ThiV hiVWRU\ ZRXld
allRZ XV WR UeVRlYe Whe fRllRZiQg WheRUeWical SURbleP: ¶The idea Rf
alieQaWiRQ iV a legac\ Rf ShilRVRSh\, aQd SeUhaSV iWV eVVeQWial
SaWUiPRQ\. IQ ZhaW Za\V caQ Ze XVe iW aV aQ aQal\Wic iPSlePeQW WR
helS XV XQdeUVWaQd Whe PRdeUQ ZRUld? IQ ZhaW Za\V dReV iW
iQWURdXce ShilRVRSh\ iQWR Whe VRcial VcieQceV?· FRU Whe WiPe beiQg
Ze Zill Wackle Whe SURbleP SeU Ve, UaSidl\ aQd VXcciQcWl\, ZiWhRXW
becRPiQg Za\laid b\ hiVWRUical cRQVideUaWiRQV.

OXU ɹUVW RbVeUYaWiRQ iV WhaW Whe Za\ Whe idea iV geQeUall\ XVed
VeePV TXiWe cleaU: ¶PaQ· iV alieQaWed, WRUQ fURP hiV Velf aQd chaQged
iQWR a WhiQg, alRQg ZiWh hiV fUeedRP. HRZeYeU, aW Whe VaPe WiPe,
WheUe iV VRPeWhiQg YagXe abRXW WhiV. TRR RfWeQ alieQaWiRQ haV beeQ
VeeQ aV a ViQgle XQiW aQd aV aQ eQWiW\: Whe alieQaWiRQ Rf PaQ. IQ facW,
WheUe aUe PaQ\ alieQaWiRQV, aQd Whe\ Wake PaQ\ fRUPV. TRR RfWeQ
¶diValieQaWiRQ· haV beeQ WakeQ aV aQ abVRlXWe, aQd aV Whe eQd Rf
alieQaWiRQ iQ geQeUal. IQ MaU[·V VR-called ShilRVRShical WhRXghW, Whe
alieQaWiRQ Zhich Hegel SUeVeQWed VSecXlaWiYel\ becRPeV a hiVWRUical
facW. SR dReV iWV diVaSSeaUaQce. HRZeYeU (alWhRXgh Ze ɹQd PaQ\
iQdicaWiRQV WhaW hiV WhRXghW alVR PRYed iQ Whe RSSRViWe diUecWiRQ)
MaU[ WeQded WR SXVh Whe PaQ\ fRUPV Rf alieQaWiRQ WR RQe Vide VR aV
WR giYe iW RQe VSeciɹc deɹQiWiRQ iQ WeUPV Rf Whe e[WUePe caVe he
chRVe WR VWXd\: Whe WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ Rf PaQ·V acWiYiWies aQd UelaWiRQV
iQWR Whings b\ Whe acWiRQ Rf ecRQRPic feWishes, VXch aV PRQe\,
cRPPRdiWieV aQd caSiWal. RedXced WR ecRQRPic alieQaWiRQ ZiWhiQ
aQd b\ caSiWaliVP, alieQaWiRQ ZRXld diVaSSeaU cRPSleWel\ aQd iQ
RQe blRZ, WhURXgh a hiVWRUical bXW XQiTXe acW: Whe UeYRlXWiRQaU\
acWiRQ Rf Whe SURleWaUiaW. IQ WhiV hiVWRUical aQd UeYRlXWiRQaU\
SeUVSecWiYe, WheUe UePaiQed VRPeWhiQg Rf Whe ShilRVRShical abVRlXWe
fURP Zhich iW deUiYed, iQ VSiWe Rf MaU[·V cUiWiTXe Rf HegeliaQ
ShilRVRSh\ aQd Rf ShilRVRSh\ iQ geQeUal.

BefRUe Ze aSSl\ Whe idea Rf alieQaWiRQ WR Whe VRcial VcieQceV aQd
eVSeciall\ WR cUiWical VWXd\ Rf eYeU\da\ life, Ze feel Ze Qeed WR
fRUPXlaWe VeYeUal SURSRViWiRQV. We haYe SXW WheVe SURSRViWiRQV



(Zhich aUe VRPeZhaW PRUe WhaQ h\SRWheVeV aQd VRPeZhaW leVV WhaQ
eVWabliVhed WUXWhV) WR Whe WeVW dXUiQg RXU UeVeaUch.

FirsW proposiWion. We PXVW SaUWicXlaUi]e, ¶hiVWRUici]e· aQd UelaWiYi]e
Whe cRQceSW Rf alieQaWiRQ cRPSleWel\. TR SXW WhiV aQRWheU Za\,
alieQaWiRQ iV RQl\ cRQceiYable aQd deWeUPiQable ZiWhiQ a (VRcial)
fUaPe Rf UefeUeQce, aQd iQ UelaWiRQ WR a ZhRle Zhich iV bRWh Ueal aQd
cRQceSWXal. TheUefRUe abVRlXWe alieQaWiRQ aQd abVRlXWe diValieQaWiRQ
aUe eTXall\ iQcRQceiYable. Real alieQaWiRQ caQ be WhRXghW Rf aQd
deWeUPiQed RQl\ iQ WeUPV Rf a SRVVible diValieQaWiRQ. CRQYeUVel\,
diValieQaWiRQ caQ be WhRXghW Rf aQd deWeUPiQed RQl\ iQ WeUPV Rf a
cRPSleWe alieQaWiRQ RU Rf aQRWheU SRVVible alieQaWiRQ. AlieQaWiRQ iV
QRW a ¶VWaWe·, aQ\ PRUe WhaQ diValieQaWiRQ iV. BRWh aUe cRQceiYed Rf iQ
PRYePeQW.

Second proposiWion. OQce UelaWiYi]ed, Whe cRQceSW becRPeV
dialecWical. TheUe iV a SeUSeWXal dialecWical PRYePeQW: ¶alieQaWiRQ²
diValieQaWiRQ²QeZ alieQaWiRQ·. TheUefRUe aQ acWiYiW\ Zhich iV
diValieQaWiQg aQd diValieQaWed iQ UelaWiRQ WR ZhaW haV gRQe befRUe
caQ lead WR aQ eYeQ gUeaWeU alieQaWiRQ. FRU e[aPSle, WR becRPe SaUW
Rf a cRllecWiYiW\ caQ ¶diValieQaWe· RQe fURP VRliWXde, bXW WhiV dReV QRW
SUeclXde QeZ alieQaWiRQV Zhich Pa\ cRPe fURP Whe cRllecWiYiW\
iWVelf. LeiVXUe acWiYiWieV ¶diValieQaWe· fURP Whe eʃecWV Rf fUagPeQWed
labRXU; hRZeYeU, ZheQ Whe\ aUe eQWeUWaiQPeQWV aQd diVWUacWiRQV,
Whe\ cRQWaiQ WheiU RZQ alieQaWiRQV. OQe SaUWicXlaU WechQiTXe Pa\
¶diValieQaWe· hXPaQ acWiYiW\ fURP QaWXUe RU fURP aQRWheU, leVV
eʃecWiYe WechQiTXe, bXW iW Pa\ bUiQg a WechQRlRgical alieQaWiRQ
Zhich caQ be PXch deeSeU (VXch aV fUagPeQWed labRXU, RU Whe VRcial
iPSeUaWiYeV Rf WechQRlRg\, eWc.). The ¶UeSUiYaWi]aWiRQ· Rf eYeU\da\
life diValieQaWeV fURP Whe VWaWe aQd fURP hiVWRU\. IW alieQaWeV b\
bUiQgiQg fRUWh a deeSeU ¶SUiYaWiRQ·, WhaW Rf SUiYaWe life eVWabliVhed
ZiWhiQ aQ eYeU\da\ cRQWe[W. ThXV alieQaWiRQ aQd diValieQaWiRQ
chaUacWeUi]e cRQcUeWe ViWXaWiRQV, WakeQ iQ PRYePeQW aQd QRW
cRQVideUed iQ a PRWiRQleVV Za\ alRQg ɹ[ed VWUXcWXUal liQeV. MRUe
e[acWl\, Whe ¶alieQaWiRQ/diValieQaWiRQ· dialecWical PRYePeQW eQableV
XV WR deWeUPiQe a VWUXcWXUe ZiWhiQ cRQcUeWe, chaQgiQg ViWXaWiRQV.
ThXV a diValieQaWiRQ caQ be alieQaWiQg, aQd Yice YeUVa. OQl\ b\



SUeciVe aQal\ViV Zill Ze be able WR diVWiQgXiVh beWZeeQ Whe aVSecWV
Rf WhiV PRYePeQW, UaWheU WhaQ PXddliQg WheP XS WRgeWheU.

Third proposiWion. The ZRUVW alieQaWiRQ iV ZheQ Whe alieQaWiRQ iWVelf
iV QRQ-cRQVciRXV (RU XQUecRgQi]ed). AZaUeQeVV Rf aQ alieQaWiRQ iV
alUead\ diValieQaWiRQ, bXW iW caQ becRPe chaQged iQWR a \eW deeSeU
alieQaWiRQ (ZheQ failXUe, SUiYaWiRQ RU fUXVWUaWiRQ becRPe ɹ[ed iQ
Whe cRQVciRXVQeVV). SR Whe RSWiRQ Zhich bUiQgV RQe alieQaWiRQ WR aQ
eQd, b\ gRiQg WRZaUdV a SRVVibiliW\, caQ cUeaWe aQRWheU PXWilaWiRQ
aQd a diʃeUeQW alieQaWiRQ.

FoXrWh proposiWion. The UeiɹcaWiRQ Rf acWiYiW\ (ZheQ acWiYiW\ aQd
cRQVciRXVQeVV becRPe ¶WhiQgV·, aQd allRZ WhePVelYeV WR be WakeQ
RYeU b\ ¶WhiQgV·) iV aQ e[WUePe caVe Rf alieQaWiRQ. ThiV ViWXaWiRQ
cRQVWiWXWeV a SRlaUiW\ aQd ɹQal fURQWieU fRU alieQaWiRQ, bXW iW dReV QRW
e[haXVW Whe cRQceSW. TakeQ SeU Ve, UeiɹcaWiRQ diVgXiVeV Whe PaQ\
fRUPV alieQaWiRQ adRSWV.

AlieQaWiRQ ZiWhiQ aQd b\ Whe VWaWe (SRliWical alieQaWiRQ) PXVW QRW
be cRQfXVed ZiWh ecRQRPic alieQaWiRQ (b\ PRQe\ aQd b\
cRPPRdiWieV), alWhRXgh WheUe aUe liQkV beWZeeQ WheP. The
alieQaWiRQ Rf Whe ZRUkeU diʃeUV fURP Whe alieQaWiRQ Rf ZRPeQ aQd Rf
childUeQ. The UXliQg claVV ² Whe bRXUgeRiVie ² iV alieQaWed b\
aUWiɹcial deViUeV aQd ShRQe\ QeedV, ZheUeaV Whe SURleWaUiaW iV
alieQaWed b\ SUiYaWiRQV aQd fUXVWUaWiRQV. The alieQaWiRQ Rf VRcial
gURXSV, Zhich VWRSV WheP fURP fXll\ ¶aSSURSUiaWiQg· Whe cRQdiWiRQV
iQ Zhich Whe\ e[iVW aQd keeSV WheP beloZ Wheir possibiliWies, diʃeUV
fURP Whe alieQaWiRQ Rf Whe iQdiYidXal ZiWhiQ Whe gURXS RU b\ Whe
gURXS (faPilieV, WRZQV, QaWiRQV, claVVeV, eWc.), Zhich ¶deUeali]eV· Whe
iQdiYidXal b\ VXbjecWiQg hiP WR e[WeUQal UXleV aQd QRUPV. TheUe iV a
WechQRlRgical alieQaWiRQ (Zhich caQ be VXSeUVeded, bXW QRW ZiWhRXW
bUiQgiQg addiWiRQal UiVkV) aQd aQ alieQaWiRQ aV a UeVXlW Rf a lRZ leYel
Rf WechQRlRg\. TheUe iV aQ alieQaWiRQ WhURXgh eVcaSiVP, aQd a
diʃeUeQW RQe WhURXgh QRQ-eVcaSiVP. We alVR Qeed WR be aZaUe Rf
alieQaWiRQ iQ UeVSecW Rf Whe RWheU iQdiYidXal (VXbRUdiQaWiRQ),
alieQaWiRQ iQ UeVSecW Rf VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle (VciVViRQV, dXaliWieV), aQd
alieQaWiRQ iQ UeVSecW Rf RQeVelf (failXUeV, SUiYaWiRQV, fUXVWUaWiRQV),
eWc. AQd VR alieQaWiRQ iV iQɹQiWel\ cRPSle[.



AW WhiV SRiQW Ze Qeed WR lRRk fRU a cUiWeUiRQ eQabliQg XV WR
RUieQWaWe RXUVelYeV WhURXgh all WhiV cRPSle[iW\, aQd WR giYe a SUeciVe
aQd RbjecWiYe deɹQiWiRQ eiWheU Rf alieQaWiRQ RU diValieQaWiRQ, RU Rf
Whe e[acW PRPeQW iQ Whe SURceVV Rf becRPiQg, RU Rf Whe eVVeQWial
chaUacWeU Rf Whe ViWXaWiRQ aQd Whe Za\ iW iV deYelRSiQg. UViQg WhiV
cUiWeUiRQ Ze ZRXld be able WR SeUceiYe ZhaW alieQaWeV aQd ZhaW
diValieQaWeV, ZhaW iV alieQaWed aQd ZhaW iV diValieQaWed.

IW ZRXld VeeP WhaW WhiV cUiWeUiRQ caQ RQl\ be ViWXaWed ZiWhiQ
dialecWical PRYePeQW. IW cRPSUiVeV dialecWical PRYePeQW SeU Ve. BXW
ViQce iW iV a PaWWeU Rf gUaVSiQg WhiV PRYePeQW, caQ Ze Ueall\ VSeak
Rf cUiWeUia? The ZRUVW alieQaWiRQ Rf all, abVRlXWe alieQaWiRQ ² iQ VR faU
aV WhaW PakeV aQ\ VeQVe ² iV ZheQ PRYePeQW iV blRcked aQd iV
bURXghW WR a halW. NRZ WhiV cRPiQg WR a halW caQ VeeP begXiliQg,
like a deɹQiWiYe VRlXWiRQ WR Whe SURblePV SRVed, like a VWaWe Rf
VXSUePe VaWiVfacWiRQ. TheUe iV QRWhiQg PRUe cRPfRUWable WhaQ a
¶VWaWe·. AQd WhiV iV hRZ UeiɹcaWiRQ, aQ e[WUePe caVe aQd a cleaUl\
deWeUPiQed ¶VWaWe·, bRWh deɹQeV aQd diVgXiVeV all alieQaWiRQV. AV faU
aV Whe PRYePeQW iWVelf iV cRQceUQed, iW caQ Wake Whe PRVW diVWXUbiQg
fRUPV, VXch aV diVVaWiVfacWiRQ, aQ[ieW\ RU cUiViV. CRQWUadicWiRQV,
Zhich Ze WeQd WR cRQfXVe ZiWh alieQaWiRQV, aUe cUeaWiYe.
CRQWUadicWiRQV giYe UiVe WR SURblePV, aQd WhXV WR a VeW Rf
SRVVibiliWieV aQd WR Whe Qeed WR ɹQd a VRlXWiRQ, aQd WheUefRUe WR Whe
Qeed WR Pake a chRice. The VRlXWiRQ Pa\ be RSWiPal, PediRcUe, bad
RU ShRQe\ (i.e., illXVRU\). A gRRd VRlXWiRQ UeVRlYeV Whe iQiWial
SURbleP b\ PRdif\iQg Whe giYeQV agaiQVW Zhich iW iV UeacWiQg aQd
Zhich iW iV WUaQVfRUPiQg. WheQ Whe PRYePeQW VWRSV Whe giYeQV Rf
Whe SURbleP aUe fUR]eQ; eYeQ if iW iV QRW iQVRlXble, iW becRPeV VR, iQ
Whe QaPe Rf a ShRQe\ VRlXWiRQ, Zhich iV geQeUall\ Whe UeVXlW Rf a
PiVXQdeUVWaQdiQg abRXW Whe giYeQV aQd aQ XQaZaUeQeVV Rf ZhaW iV
SRVVible. ThXV Whe idea Rf Whe ¶SURbleP· aQd Whe ¶SURblePaWic· QR
lRQgeU geWV lRVW iQ Whe clRXdV, bXW QeYeUWheleVV WheUe iV SURbabl\ QR
geQeUal cUiWeUiRQ Zhich ZRXld eQable XV WR UeYeal aQd claVVif\
SURblePV iQ VSeciɹc WeUPV.

LeW XV giYe VRPe e[aPSleV, RU XVe VRPe Rf Whe e[aPSleV Ze haYe
alUead\ giYeQ, bXW iQ PRUe SUeciVe deWail. IQQXPeUable hXPaQ
beiQgV haYe beeQ WRUWXUed b\ iQQXPeUable cRQɻicWV ViQce abVWUacW



(UaWiRQal) VRcial SURceVVeV becaPe deWached fURP Whe V\VWePV
gRYeUQiQg Whe iPPediaWe aQd diUecW UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ iQdiYidXal
SeRSle. SXch iPPediaWe UelaWiRQV SURlRQg aUchaic UelaWiRQV befRUe
Whe adYeQW Rf Whe PajRU SURceVVeV VXch aV Whe fRUPaWiRQ Rf Whe VWaWe
RU Whe accXPXlaWiRQ Rf caSiWal, eWc. IQ eVVeQce, SURceVVeV deYelRS
Zell abRYe Whe lRZl\ UealP Rf diUecW aQd iPPediaWe UelaWiRQV, Zhich
iV ViWXaWed iQ Whe eYeU\da\. HRZeYeU, Whe PajRU SURceVVeV aQd
V\VWePV Rf UelaWiRQV aUe QRW cRPSleWel\ e[WeUQal RQe WR Whe RWheU.
AlWhRXgh WheUe iV a gaS, Whe\ iQWeUacW. AV lRQg aV Whe FaWheU ZaV
QRWhiQg PRUe WhaQ Whe ageQW Rf biRlRgical life, Rf VWUeQgWh aQd diUecW
aXWhRUiW\, cRQɻicWV ZeUe SURbabl\ fUeTXeQW aQd bUXWal, bXW Whe\
ZeUe QeYeU iQVRlXble. WheQ Whe FaWheU becRPeV Whe ageQW Rf Whe laZ
aQd Rf Whe VWaWe ZiWhiQ a faPil\, cRQɻicWV aUe fRUced XQdeUgURXQd.
NR lRQgeU caQ a child aYRid aQiPRViW\ WRZaUdV Whe FaWheU, ZhR
becRPeV aQ iPage aQd a PRdel Zhich bUiQg WRgeWheU iQ a cRQɻicWiQg
Za\ Whe child·V Qeed fRU SURWecWiRQ aQd ZiVh fRU VecXUiW\, aQd iWV
UeliaQce RQ hiP aV a PediaWRU beWZeeQ Whe clRVed V\VWeP Rf faPil\
life aQd VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle. AW Whe VaPe WiPe, WheVe cRQWUadicWiRQV
VWiPXlaWe Whe deYelRSPeQW Rf iQdiYidXal cRQVciRXVQeVV. S\VWePV Rf
¶SUiYaWe· UelaWiRQV aUe diValieQaWiQg ZiWh UegaUd WR e[WeUQal
SUeVVXUeV, aQd \eW Whe\ Pake aQ eYeQ gUeaWeU alieQaWiRQ SRVVible,
Whe alieQaWiRQ Rf Whe child b\ Whe FaWheU (ZheQ Whe child ideQWiɹeV
ZiWh Whe FaWheU). The PajRU VRcial SURceVVeV aUe diValieQaWiQg ZiWh
UegaUd WR Whe QaUURZQeVV Rf V\VWePV Rf SUiYaWe UelaWiRQV; Whe\ RʃeU
hRUi]RQV, RSeQ VSaceV aQd fUeedRP. AQd \eW, iQ VR faU aV Whe\ aUe
abVWUacW iPSeUaWiYeV, Whe\ aUe alieQaWiQg. MRYePeQW aQd cRQɻicWV
aUe cUeaWiYe SeU Ve. CRQWUadicWiRQV aUe alZa\V SUefeUable WR Whe
abVeQce Rf cRQWUadicWiRQV.

LeW XV cRQVideU ¶ZRPeQ·. The WeUP iWVelf VeePV WR VXggeVW a kiQd
Rf alieQaWiRQ iQ Zhich half Rf Whe hXPaQ Uace iV cRQVideUed RU
cRQVideUV iWVelf WR be like a diʃeUeQW VSecieV. WhaW iV WhiV alieQaWiRQ
Zhich VXbjecWV ZRPeQ, VWRSSiQg WheP fURP fXlɹlliQg WhePVelYeV,
VXbRUdiQaWiQg aQd degUadiQg WheP, WeaUiQg WheP fURP WheiU WUXe
VelYeV aQd diYidiQg WheP XS Whe RQe agaiQVW Whe RWheU? WRXld Whe
alieQaWiQg SRZeU be lRYe, RU PRWheUhRRd, RU hRXVeZRUk iQ eYeU\da\
life?



IW iV aV diɽcXlW WR aQVZeU WheVe TXeVWiRQV aV iW iV WR deQ\ WhaW
WheUe iV a geQeUal alieQaWiRQ Zhich deWeUPiQeV aQd daPageV Whe
¶fePiQiQe cRQdiWiRQ·. The lRYe Zhich alieQaWeV ² SaVViRQaWe lRYe ² iV
QRW Whick RQ Whe gURXQd, aV Whe\ Va\; aV fRU Whe lRYe Zhich
diValieQaWeV ² elecWiYe lRYe ² iW iV PRUe fUeTXeQW aQd PRUe QRUPal,
aQd dReV QRW feWiVhi]e eiWheU Whe lRYeU RU hiV lRYed RQe, RU WheiU
Sh\Vical RU VSiUiWXal UelaWiRQV. IW diValieQaWeV ZiWh UeVSecW WR
lRQeliQeVV, Zhile iPSRViQg VeYeUal RbligaWiRQV fRU Whe WZR elePeQWV
Rf Whe cRXSle. AQd ZhaW Rf PRWheUhRRd? IW PeaQV fUeedRP fURP
VWeUiliW\ aQd iV alieQaWiQg RQl\ ZheQ iW iV Sh\Vicall\ debiliWaWiQg. AV
faU aV hRXVeZRUk iV cRQceUQed, VRciRlRgiVWV RbVeUYe WhaW SURleWaUiaQ
ZRPeQ dR QRW diVlike iW aV PXch aV Piddle-claVV ZRPeQ Va\ Whe\
dR. The laWWeU ZaQW WR ZRUk ¶RXWVide Whe hRPe·, aQd SUefeUabl\
SURfeVViRQall\. PURleWaUiaQ ZiYeV dR QRW ɹQd hRXVeZRUk aQ\ PRUe
WediRXV aQd WiUiQg WhaQ ZRUkiQg iQ a facWRU\. If Whe\ caQ, Whe\
chRRVe hRXVeZRUk. SR caQ iW be Whe dUXdgeU\ Rf hRXVeZRUk Zhich
alieQaWeV ZRPeQ? IW aSSeaUV WhaW Whe alieQaWiRQ Rf ZRPeQ
UeSUeVeQWV a heighWeQed iPage Rf Whe geQeUal alieQaWiRQ Rf RXU RZQ
VSeciɹc VRcieW\; WhXV if Ze aUe WR XQdeUVWaQd iW Ze PXVW VcUXWiQi]e
VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle. FXUWheUPRUe, WheUe aUe ceUWaiQ ¶ViWXaWiRQV· WR
cRQVideU, VXch aV Whe ZRPeQ fRU ZhRP haYiQg a bab\ VhaWWeUV WheiU
fXWXUe, UXiQV WheiU SlaQV, aQd cRQdePQV WheP WR SRYeUW\ aQd failXUe;
Whe PRWheU iV VacUiɹced RQ Whe alWaU Rf PaWeUQiW\.8

CRXld QRW ceUWaiQ YeU\ SURfRXQd UeaVRQV fRU Whe alieQaWiRQ Rf
ZRPeQ be fRXQd iQ UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV aQd V\PbRliVPV, aQd WhXV RQ Whe
leYel Rf VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle aQd Rf ¶ideRlRgical VXSeUVWUXcWXUeV·? IQ
WhiV caVe, WheVe UeaVRQV ZRXld be aV hiddeQ aV Whe\ aUe SURfRXQd.
The\ ZRXld iQWeUYeQe iQ Whe PRWiYaWiRQ Rf iQdiYidXal deViUeV aV
PXch aV RU PRUe WhaQ iQ Whe PaWeUial cRQdiWiRQV Rf acWiYiW\
(alWhRXgh Whe RQe dReV QRW e[clXde Whe RWheU). TheUefRUe Ze caQQRW
deɹQe alieQaWiRQ iQ Whe eYeU\da\ XQWil Ze haYe UeYealed
V\PbRliVPV, aQd deVcUibed aQd aQal\Ved PRWiYaWiRQV. WhaW iV Ueall\
iQWeUeVWiQg iV WhaW WheUe aUe YeUiWable WUeaWiVeV RQ fePale alieQaWiRQ
Zhich SUeVeQW iW aV iQeYiWable aQd beaXWifXl, Zhich V\VWePaWi]e iW
aQd UaiVe iW WR Whe abVRlXWe aQd Wake iW WR Whe abVXUd. ThXV iQ
GeUWUXd YRQ Le FRUW·V La Femme pWernelle, WR becRPe VRPeRQe elVe,



WhURXgh VRPeRQe elVe aQd fRU VRPeRQe elVe, be iW PaQ RU gRd, WR ¶be·
iQ WXUQ ViUgiQiW\, SSRXVe, MRWheUhRRd, WR aQQihilaWe RQeVelf WR
becRPe Whe iQVWUXPeQW Rf PURYideQce, WR aSSeaU aV VileQce beVide
Pale YRiceV, aV ɻXidiW\ aW Whe feeW Rf Pale URckV, WR ZeaU V\PbRlic
YeilV, WR XQYeil, WR RʃeU RQeVelf ² VXch ZRXld be Whe deVWiQ\ Rf
FePiQiQiW\¬«

LeW XV cRQclXde ZiWh VRPe leVV lachU\PRVe e[aPSleV. OQ PaQ\
RccaViRQV Ze haYe SRiQWed RXW Whe iPSRUWaQce Whe caU hRldV iQ RXU
eYeU\da\ life (RU VhRXld Ze Va\, iQ RXU cXlWXUe aQd iQ RXU
ciYili]aWiRQ? We Zill keeS VXch ZeighW\ ZRUdV fRU laWeU «). ThiV
iPSRUWaQce iV Whe UeVXlW Rf a VRcial RSWiRQ, WakeQ ZiWhRXW fXll
kQRZledge RU aZaUeQeVV Rf iWV UeaVRQV, aQd abRYe all, Rf iWV
cRQVeTXeQceV. ThiV RSWiRQ haV VeW a SURceVV iQ PRWiRQ Zhich iV
SURbabl\ iUUeYeUVible aQd Zhich WhUeaWeQV WR dRPiQaWe a Zide VecWRU
Rf Whe ¶Ueal·, WR diVUXSW WRZQV, eWc.

A caU iV aQ iWeP Rf gRRdV, aQ RbjecW ZhRVe XVe bUiQgV VaWiVfacWiRQV
aQd Zhich haV a fXQcWiRQal XWiliW\. The UelaWiRQV fRUged beWZeeQ
iQdiYidXalV aQd WhiV RbjecW gR faU be\RQd PeUe XVe aQd VheeU
SleaVXUe. TheUe aUe PaQ\ iQdiYidXalV ZhR ¶Ueali]e· WhePVelYeV b\
dUiYiQg WheiU caU. The\ deSlR\ TXaliWieV Zhich lie fallRZ elVeZheUe;
daUiQg, YiUiliW\, PaVWeU\ Rf Velf, eQeUg\, aQd eYeQ Ve[XaliW\ (RU VR
Whe\ Va\) ZRXld all be SaUW Rf WhiV UelaWiRQVhiS ZiWh Whe caU. IW iV
ladeQ ZiWh ideRlRg\. AQd WheQ Whe SaWheWic cRPed\ begiQV:
cRQYeUVaWiRQV dRPiQaWed b\ Whe caU, aQecdRWeV, VWRUieV abRXW
accideQWV, eWc. IW iV SlaiQ WR Vee WhaW dUiYeUV ideQWif\ ZiWh WheiU caUV,
aQd becRPe aggUeVViYe, cRaUVe, bUXWal, aQd Rf cRXUVe WheVe TXaliWieV
aUe QRW aSSaUeQW RQl\ ZheQ Whe\ aUe dUiYiQg, faU fURP iW. WheUe iV
Whe alieQaWiRQ lRcaWed? IQ Whe XVefXlQeVV Rf Whe gRRdV aQd Whe
SleaVXUe iW SURYideV, RU Whe PaQQeU iQ Zhich SleaVXUe iV WakeQ fURP
iW? IQ Whe aWWiWXde, Zhich haV becRPe a SaWWeUQ Rf behaYiRXU? The
aQVZeU iV RbYiRXV. ThXV heUe, cRQWUaU\ WR Whe alieQaWiRQ Rf ZRPeQ
(Zhich UefeUV XV WR VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle), Ze caQ gUaVS alieQaWiRQ, i.e.,
Whe alieQaWiQg²alieQaWed ViWXaWiRQ, RQ aQ XQPediaWed leYel.

SRciRlRgiVWV iQ APeUica haYe UeceQWl\ diVcRYeUed a PRVW
e[ceSWiRQal PaQ, QRW leaVW becaXVe Rf hiV e[ceSWiRQal baQaliW\: Whe
RWheU-diUecWed PaQ, RQe Rf Whe RWheU-diUecWed SeRSle.9 ThiV



UePaUkabl\ WUiYial PaQ SRVVeVVeV XlWUaVeQViWiYe SV\chRlRgical
aQWeQQae Yia Zhich he deWecWV RWheU SeRSle·V RSiQiRQV (SUiQciSall\
iPSRUWaQW SeRSle·V) aQd cRQfRUPV WR WheP. He iV eQeUgeWic iQ
aɽUPiQg hiV SeUVRQal iQWegUiW\. He chRRVeV WR iQWegUaWe ZiWhiQ Whe
VRcial gURXS aQd VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle, becaXVe he belieYeV iQ iW aQd
becaXVe he iV PRUall\ VRXQd. IW iV QRW iPSRVed XSRQ hiP. A PaQ like
WhiV haV SUiQciSleV. HiV jXdgePeQWV aQd hiV PRUal cRQYicWiRQV aUe hiV
RZQ, aQd dR QRW cRPe fURP aQ e[WeUQal PRUal cRde RU a UeligiRQ
cRQWURlled b\ aQ all-VeeiQg, VSiWefXl gRd, WR ZhRP Whe deSWhV Rf hiV
cRQVciRXVQeVV ZRXld be like aQ RSeQ bRRk. SR WhiV QeZ PaQ haV
UeWaiQed Whe PaQQeUiVPV Rf Whe ¶iQQeU-diUecWed PaQ·, bXW RQl\ aV
VRPe kiQd Rf VXSeUɹcial jRke. ThiV VRcial SheQRPeQRQ iV Whe SURdXcW
Rf Whe PaQiSXlaWiRQ Rf iQdiYidXalV aQd cRQVciRXVQeVVeV b\ PRdeUQ
WechQRlRg\, alRQg ZiWh Whe eYeU-iQcUeaViQg iPSRUWaQce Rf baQk
accRXQWV aQd cUediW, Whe gURZWh Rf VXbXUbV aQd QeZ hRXViQg eVWaWeV,
Whe UiViQg cRVW Rf VeWWiQg XS hRPe (PRUWgage, fXUQiWXUe), aQd PRUe
geQeUall\, ¶cRQVXPeU VRcieW\·. Se[Xal UelaWiRQV aQd PaUUiage aUe Whe
RQl\ VecWRUV iQ Zhich fUee cRPSeWiWiRQ SeUViVWV. HRZeYeU, eYeQ heUe,
iW iV Whe PeQ ZhR cRPe clRVeVW WR Whe cXUUeQW PRdel ZhR Zill geW Whe
bRQXV SRiQWV iQ Whe Ve[Xal aQd PaWUiPRQial cRQWeVW.

SR WhiV iQdiYidXal dReV ZhaWeYeU hiV gURXS WellV hiP WR dR, bXW
ZiWhRXW haYiQg WR be WRld. He Rbe\V Whe iPSeUaWiYe UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV
aQd PRdelV Rf VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle, bXW fURP Whe bRWWRP Rf hiV heaUW.
MRUal RUdeU iV fUeel\ aQd dePRcUaWicall\ acceSWed. OQl\ gURXSV haYe
aQ acWiYe UealiW\; bXW gURXSV aQd iQdiYidXalV aUe eTXall\
deSeUVRQali]ed, abVWUacW aQd aUWiɹcial.

AQd VR UeceQW APeUicaQ VRciRlRg\ giYeV XV aQ e[celleQW
deVcUiSWiRQ Rf alieQaWed PaQ iQ aQ alieQaWiQg VRcieW\, aW a WiPe Rf
PRQRSRlieV, (PRQRSRliVWic) VWaWe caSiWaliVP aQd bXUeaXcUaWic
RYeURUgaQi]aWiRQ. IW dReV QRW XVe MaU[iVW WeUPiQRlRg\, bXW iW
SUeVXPabl\ iV aZaUe Rf Whe WheRU\ Rf alieQaWiRQ, eYeQ if iW dReV QRW
PeQWiRQ iW. IV iW VXUSUiViQg WhaW, aSaUW fURP a feZ VhRUW VWRUieV aQd
QRYelV Zhich bURach Whe WhePe, WheUe iV QR eTXiYaleQW cUiWical
aQal\ViV WR iQfRUP XV Rf Whe VSeciɹc alieQaWiRQV iQ Whe VRcialiVW
cRXQWUieV? SXch iV Whe faWe Rf MaU[iVW WhRXghW iQ Whe WZeQWieWh
ceQWXU\¬«



The diYeUViW\ Rf WheVe ViWXaWiRQV VhRZV Whe e[WeQW WR Zhich iW iV
diɽcXlW WR ɹQd a ViPSle, RbjecWiYe, geQeUal cUiWeUiRQ fRU alieQaWiRQ.
ThiV diYeUViW\ eTXall\ VhRZV WhaW iW iV SRVVible aQd iQdeed
iQdiVSeQVable WR elabRUaWe a W\polog\ Rf alieQaWiRQ. We caQ
deWeUPiQe W\pes Rf alieQaWed-alieQaWiQg ViWXaWiRQV. AlieQaWiRQ iQ
eYeU\da\ life ZRXld aSSeaU iQ WhiV W\SRlRg\ aQd ZRXld cRQVWiWXWe a
SaUW Rf WheVe W\SeV (bXW QRW WheiU eQWiUeW\, becaXVe WheUe aUe RWheU
alieQaWiRQV: Whe alieQaWiRQ Rf VRcieW\ iQ iWV eQWiUeW\, SRliWical
alieQaWiRQ, fRU e[aPSle). NeZ fRUPV Rf alieQaWiRQ, XQfRUeVeeQ aQd
XQfRUeVeeable RQl\ a feZ \eaUV agR, ZRXld alVR be iQclXded iQ WhiV
W\SRlRg\, fRU e[aPSle WechQRlRgical alieQaWiRQ. AV fRU ¶UeiɹcaWiRQ·, iW
ZRXld RQl\ be RQe Rf Whe W\SeV, Whe ViPSleVW, Whe cleaUeVW aQd Whe
eaVieVW WR deɹQe. PeUhaSV WhiV W\SRlRg\ ZRXld Ue-ePSlR\ Whe WeUPV
XVed b\ Hegel aQd MaU[, Zhile giYiQg WheP a SUeciVe cRQWeQW, bXW
ZiWhRXW e[WUaSRlaWiQg a claVViɹcaWiRQ: EnWfremdXng (WR becRPe
¶eVWUaQged· fURP RQeVelf), EnWa�sserXng (WR be WRUQ fURP RQVelf),
VerZirklichXng (WR ɹQd iQ fXlɹlPeQW Whe SUiQciSle Rf RQe·V decliQe
aQd lRVV), Verdingliching (becRPiQg PRUe WhiQg-like), eWc. AlieQaWiRQ
iQ Whe (SV\chiaWUic RU SV\chRVRPaWic) ShilRVRShical VeQVe cRXld alVR
be iQclXded iQ WhiV W\SRlRg\, SURbabl\ XQdeU a YaUieW\ Rf QaPeV.

FifWh and ɹnal proposiWion aboXW alienaWion. IW iV aSSURSUiaWe WR Pake
a cleaU diVWiQcWiRQ beWZeeQ Whe oWher aQd oWherness (iQ RUdeU WR Pake
WheiU cRQQecWiRQ, WheiU dialecWical XQiW\ aQd SeUhaSV a dialecWical
PRYePeQW fURP RQe WR Whe RWheU PRUe cleaU).

Ma\be WhiV diʃeUeQce iV RQe Rf Whe UeaVRQV fRU Whe SURbleP faciQg
XV. AlieQaWiRQ iV Whe UeVXlW Rf a UelaWiRQ ZiWh ¶RWheUQeVV·, aQd WhiV
UelaWiRQ PakeV XV ¶RWheU·, i.e., iW chaQgeV XV, WeaUV XV fURP RXU Velf
aQd WUaQVfRUPV aQ acWiYiW\ (be iW cRQVciRXV RU QRW) iQWR VRPeWhiQg
elVe, RU TXiWe ViPSl\, iQWR a WhiQg. NRZ WheUe aUe PaQ\ WhiQkeUV ZhR
cRQVideU Whe UelaWiRQ ZiWh ¶RWheUQeVV· WR be a cUeaWiYe RQe. ThiV iV
SURfRXQdl\ WUXe. NR Velf-cRQVciRXVQeVV caQ clRVe XS XSRQ iWVelf. MaQ
iV a cRQVciRXV beiQg, cRQVciRXV Rf ZhaW he iV (Rf hiV beiQg), bXW RQl\
iQ, b\ aQd WhURXgh ZhaW he iV QRW, RWheUQeVV aQd acWiRQ XSRQ
RWheUQeVV, cRQfURQWaWiRQ ZiWh RWheUQeVV, ZaQW, SUiYaWiRQ, deViUe,
ZRUk RQ e[WeUQal PaWeUial, ZRUkV (SURdXcWV RU ZRUkV iQ Whe VWUicW
VeQVe Rf Whe WeUP), aQd ɹQall\, ZhaW iV SRVVible. WhaW a



cRQVciRXVQeVV ¶iV· iV hiddeQ fURP iW, aQd SaUWiall\ elXdeV iW. ThiV Velf-
cRQVciRXVQeVV ¶iV· cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf QRW beiQg Whe RbjecW Rf Zhich iW iV
cRQVciRXV. WiWhRXW cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf RWheUQeVV, eYeU\ cRQVciRXVQeVV
Zill cRPe WR a halW, aQd becRPe blRcked (VR WhaW, iQ Whe WheRU\ Rf
alieQaWiRQ, QRQ-cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf RWheUQeVV iV SUeciVel\ cRPSleWe
alieQaWiRQ, Whe iPPRbiliW\ Rf alieQaWiRQ). CRQVeTXeQWl\ iW iV be\RQd
dRXbW WhaW ¶RWheUQeVV· iV fXQdaPeQWal WR hXPaQ SeUceSWiRQ ² aQd
\eW, WhaW ¶RWheUQeVV· faVciQaWeV XV SeU Ve, diVWXUbiQg XV aQd SlXQgiQg
XV iQWR Whe deSWhV Rf XQceUWaiQW\, aQd eYeQ PRUe deeSl\ iQWR
aQgXiVh. WheUe aUe Whe liPiWV Rf RWheUQeVV? TheUe aUe QRQe, QeiWheU
iQ QaWXUe aQd iQ Whe ¶ZRUld·, QRU iQ Whe deSWhV Rf Whe bRd\ aQd Rf
cRQVciRXVQeVV. TheVe deSWhV aUe bRWWRPleVV; aQd ¶I iV RWheUQeVV·,10

i.e., Whe VeSaUaWiRQ beWZeeQ ¶I· aQd ¶Pe· iV alUead\ cRPSleWe.
TheUefRUe cRXld RWheUQeVV be Whe WUaQVceQdeQWal, Whe iUUedXcible
RXWVide, giYeQ ZiWh Whe iQVide (Velf-cRQVciRXVQeVV) iQ aQ
iQe[haXVWible UelaWiRQ? IQ a h\SRWheViV like WhiV, alieQaWiRQ
diVaSSeaUV; WheUe iV QRWhiQg WR eQable XV WR diVceUQ Whe WeaUiQg aZa\
fURP Whe Velf aQd Whe QRUPaWiYe iQɻXeQce Rf ¶RWheUQeVV· aV Whe
WUaQVceQdeQWal, Whe ¶ZRUld· RU Whe WhiQg ¶iQ iWVelf·.

The ShilRVRShical iPbURgliR VeePV iQe[WUicable. IQdeed, iW iV. The
cRQceSWV becRPe WaQgled WRgeWheU iQ a GRUdiaQ kQRW. WhaW PakeV
¶beiQg· aQd ZhaW PakeV ¶Whe beiQg· aW Whe VaPe WiPe PakeV
QRWhiQgQeVV, aQd Whe QRWhiQgQeVV Rf WhiV ¶beiQg·. TUaQVSRVed iQWR aQ
RQWRlRg\ Zhich SXUSRUWV WR deVcUibe Whe ¶liYed·, eYeU\da\ e[SeUieQce
clRXdV RYeU aQd Whe ViPSleVW diʃeUeQceV becRPe blXUUed.

LeW XV be bRld. LeW XV cXW WhURXgh Whe GRUdiaQ kQRW b\ iQWURdXciQg
a ViPSle diVWiQcWiRQ WakeQ fURP eYeU\da\ life.

LeW XV XVe ¶Whe oWher· WR PeaQ ZhaWeYeU iV QeaU eQRXgh WR XV WR
eQable XV WR be iWV accRPSlice. The RWheU iV VRPeWhiQg (SRVVibl\)
fUieQdl\ aQd acceVVible; Whe RWheU RʃeUV iWVelf WR XV, XS WR a ceUWaiQ
SRiQW. WheQ iW lRRkV aW XV, Ze dR QRW feel aW all XQeaV\, e[ceSW
SeUhaSV fRU a ɻeeWiQg PRPeQW. IW iV RXU fellRZ-PaQ.

OWherness iV diVWaQce, aQ iQacceVVibiliW\ Zhich WhUeaWeQV XV aQd
dUagV XV aZa\. ISVR facWR, RWheUQeVV WeaUV Pe fURP P\ Velf. IW
aWWUacWV Pe, iW faVciQaWeV Pe.



TheUefRUe WheUe ZRXld QRUPall\ be a dialecWical PRYePeQW, a
QeYeU-eQdiQg SaVViQg fURP RWheUQeVV WR Whe RWheU, aQd Yice YeUVa.
The SaVViQg fURP RWheUQeVV WR Whe RWheU iV called kQRZiQg, gaiQiQg
SRZeU RYeU RWheUQeVV aQd YaQTXiVhiQg iW; ZhaW WhiV PeaQV iV WhaW I
aSSURach RWheUQeVV aQd bUiQg iW clRVeU WR Pe. IW iV a diValieQaWiRQ
(Zhich caQ eQWail UiVkV Rf fXUWheU alieQaWiRQV). TR SaVV fURP Whe
RWheU WR RWheUQeVV iV WR diVcRYeU VRPeWhiQg XQkQRZQ; iW iV WR
diVcRYeU VRPeWhiQg diVWaQW iQ ZhaW iV QeaU. WhaW Ze kQeZ aQd ZhaW
Ze ZeUe faPiliaU ZiWh PRYeV aZa\ fURP XV aQd PakeV XV feel
XQeaV\. IW iV aQ alieQaWiRQ Zhich caQ alVR cRQWaiQ a ceUWaiQ
diValieQaWiRQ. BXW VhRXld RWheUQeVV cRPe WR dRPiQaWe Whe RWheU,
VhRXld Ze lRVe cRQWacW, VhRXld Ze becRPe WighWl\ ePbURiled iQ
PiVWakeV, PiVXQdeUVWaQdiQgV aQd PiViQWeUSUeWaWiRQV, VhRXld Ze lRVe
all cRQWURl, WheQ alieQaWiRQ Zill Wake RYeU, i.e., RWheUQeVV Zill WeaU XV
fURP RXU VelYeV, RWheUQeVV Zill Pake XV lRVe bRWh Whe RWheU aQd RXU
RZQ VelYeV. WhaW iV eVVeQWial iV Whe PRYePeQW, Whe SaVViQg, Whe
VXSeUVeVViRQ. TR cRPe WR a halW aQd becRPe blRcked iV Whe gUeaWeVW
alieQaWiRQ Rf all.

IQ WhiV VeQVe, Whe cRQceSW Rf alieQaWiRQ cRXld be bURXghW clRVeU WR
Whe ¶liYed·. The ¶liYed· cRXld claUif\ Whe cRQceSW Rf alieQaWiRQ, aQd
cRQYeUVel\, Whe cRQceSW Rf alieQaWiRQ cRXld claUif\ Whe idea Rf Whe
¶liYed·, Zhich iV VWill a YagXe RQe.

4 Lived and living

If Ze haYe iQclXded aQd cRQWiQXe WR iQclXde Whe idea Rf Whe ¶liYed·
aPRQg RXU VSeciɹc caWegRUieV, iW iV RQ RQe SUecRQdiWiRQ: Ze PXVW
Pake iW dialecWical. If QRW, Whe ¶liYed· Zill UePaiQ RQ Whe leYel Rf a
SheQRPeQRlRg\, RVcillaWiQg beWZeeQ a deVcUiSWiRQ Rf Whe iPPediaWe
aQd a PlaWRQiVW RQWRlRg\ Rf eVVeQceV.

We haYe alUead\ XVed aQ iPage WR deWeUPiQe Whe idea Rf Whe
¶liYed· dialecWicall\. IW iV a fRcXViQg Rf SUacWical cRQVciRXVQeVV, a
ceQWUe Rf deQViW\ aQd Rf heaW, if QRW Rf lighW. ThiV fRcXViQg RU
lRcali]aWiRQ PRYeV abRXW. IW chaQgeV leYel, ZiWh Whe gaSV aQd
iPbalaQceV WheVe chaQgeV (Zhich aUe diʃeUeQceV iQ leYel) eQWail.



ThXV iQ QR Za\ caQ VR-called SeUVRQal RU iQdiYidXal cRQVciRXVQeVV
be a giYeQ ceQWUe, a ɹ[ed fRcXV RU a clRVed VSheUe. IW ² ¶I· RU ¶Pe· ²
VeeV iWVelf liW iQ a YaUieW\ Rf Za\V. SRPeWiPeV iW iV Whe SV\chRlRgical
RU biRlRgical leYel Zhich aSSeaUV iQ clRVe-XS; aW RWheUV iW iV Whe
VWUaQgeVW PRWiYaWiRQV Rf Whe VXbWleVW Rf deViUeV. SRPeWiPeV iW iV
iQWeUSeUVRQal UelaWiRQV (Whe UecRgQiWiRQ b\ ¶Pe· RU b\ ¶I· Rf a
cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf RWheUQeVV, RU Rf Whe deViUe Rf aQRWheU) Zhich aUe
bURXghW iQWR fRcXV, VRPeWiPeV iW iV Whe ¶Ze·. AW RWheU WiPeV iW
glRUiɹeV QRUPV, V\PbRliVPV, UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV RU geQeUal UegXlaWRU\
fRUPV Rf cRQdXcW, RQ Whe leYel Rf ¶Whe\· RU ¶WheP·, RU ¶RQe·.

OXU iQdiYidXal aQd VRcial cRQVciRXVQeVV iV QR leVV cRPSle[ WhaQ
Whe VPalleVW fUagPeQW Rf PaWeUial QaWXUe RU Whe VRcial WRWaliW\ iWVelf
(Zhich cRQVciRXVQeVV UeɻecWV, RU UaWheU, refracWs). TR SXW WhiV
aQRWheU Za\, iW iV iQɹQiWel\ cRPSle[, aQd \eW aW eYeU\ PRPeQW WheUe
iV a ceUWaiQ lighWiQg, a fRcal SRiQW, a clRVe-XS, a cUeaWiYe
deWeUPiQaWiRQ. FRU all WhaW, eYeU\ diPeQViRQ, eYeU\ hRUi]RQ aQd
eYeU\ leYel Zill alZa\V be SUeVeQW, aQd acWiYe.

We call WhiV eQVePble Whe ¶liYiQg· (aQd Ze haYe deVcUibed iW XViQg
YiVXal iPageV, Zhich aUe Whe VXbWleVW kiQd Rf iPage iQ WhiV iPSeUfecW
laQgXage Rf RXUV). We Zill aWWePSW WR UecRQVWiWXWe Whe ¶liYed/liYiQg·
dialecWical PRYePeQW, Zhich eQcRPSaVVeV Whe eYeU\da\ aQd VRcial
cRQVciRXVQeVV. The WUadiWiRQal WheRU\ Rf cRQVciRXVQeVV, Zhich
cRQgealV iW b\ UedXciQg iW WR Whe ¶I· (WhXV WR a cRQgealed fRUP Rf Whe
liYed) diVUegaUdV WhiV cRQɻicW. The ¶liYiQg· haV QR SUeciVe fURQWieUV,
eiWheU RQ Whe daUk Vide (QaWXUe aQd VSRQWaQeiW\), RU RQ iWV VRcial
hRUi]RQ. AlZa\V YaVWeU, alZa\V YiUWXal, iW VXPPRQV Whe ¶liYed· aQd
SURYRkeV iW. AW Whe ceQWUe Rf WhiV XQVWable, YRlcaQic aQd WePSeVWXRXV
laQdVcaSe, Whe ¶liYed· iV like a QRPad·V WeQW. IW iV alZa\V ZhaW haV
beeQ accRPSliVhed, RU ZhaW ¶iV· iQ Whe SURceVV Rf beiQg
accRPSliVhed, aQd WhXV VXSeUVeded, becaXVe iW iV alZa\V
diVaSSRiQWiQg aQd iQ decliQe eYeQ Zhile iW iV beiQg Ueali]ed.

HeQce Whe iQeYiWabiliW\ Rf Whe cRQɻicWV beWZeeQ Whe ¶liYed· aQd Whe
¶liYiQg·, Zhich Pake XS Whe life Rf (iQdiYidXal aQd VRcial)
cRQVciRXVQeVV. The\ aUe WR be fRXQd RQ YaUiRXV leYelV, aQd giYe UiVe
WR a gUeaW PaQ\ WeQViRQV. AlWhRXgh Whe\ aUe QRW \eW fXll\
diVWiQgXiVhable fURP Whe iPageV Ze haYe XVed, aQd deVSiWe WheiU



aSSUR[iPaWiYe chaUacWeU, WheVe cRQceSWV eQable XV WR UeSUeVeQW
cRQVciRXVQeVV aV acWXaliW\ aQd aV a ZRUk. IQ RQe VeQVe, Whe liYed iV
ZhaW haV beeQ accRPSliVhed, iW iV WheUefRUe Whe Ueal aQd Whe acWXal.
AQd \eW, ZiWh iWV PXlWiSliciW\ Rf YiUWXaliWieV, Whe bUeadWh Rf iWV
hRUi]RQV aQd iWV lRZ-ke\ lighWiQg, Whe ¶liYiQg· iV jXVW aV PXch Rf a
SUeVeQce, aQd WhXV aQ acWXaliW\. The ¶liYed· caQQRW be VeeQ aV Whe
iQeUW UeVXlW Rf liYiQg, QRU aV iWV YagXe cRQVciRXVQeVV. The liYed iV Whe
SUeVeQW, liYiQg iV SUeVeQce. The liYed iV alVR Whe ZRUk ² be iW aliYe RU
dead ² cUeaWed b\ liYiQg: iW iV ZhaWeYeU I dR, ZhaWeYeU I kQRZ, iQ P\
RZQ lighW aQd ZiWhiQ P\ RZQ hRUi]RQV: iW iV Whe SaUW Rf a ¶liYiQg·
Zhich dReV QRW belRQg WR Pe, ViQce iW iV TXiQWeVVeQWiall\ VRcial, bXW
Zhich I haYe beeQ able WR aSSURSUiaWe. DeVSiWe Whe clRVe liQkV
beWZeeQ WheP, Whe liYed aQd Whe eYeU\da\ dR QRW cRiQcide e[acWl\.
¶LiYiQg· iV QRW lRcaWed RXWVide Rf Whe eYeU\da\. IQ Whe eYeU\da\,
PRPeQWV Rf dUaPa aUe VWiɻed. NRZ Whe liYed is essenWiall\ dramaWic.
HRZeYeU, Ze PXVW Pake a diVWiQcWiRQ beWZeeQ iWV Ueal dUaPa aQd
Whe dUaPaWi]aWiRQV Zhich iW accUXeV. JXVW aV WheUe aUe alZa\V
elePeQWV Rf VRShiVWU\ aQd UheWRUic iQ laQgXage, VRcial liYiQg alZa\V
becRPeV iQɻaWed. The dUaPaV Rf iQdiYidXalV aQd Whe dUaPaV Rf
gURXSV becRPe PagQiɹed. IQ facW ZhaW haSSeQV iV WhaW Ueal dUaPa
aQd aUWiɹcial dUaPaWi]aWiRQV UeiQfRUce each RWheU iQ a Pi[WXUe Rf
VeUiRXV PiVe-eQ-VcqQe aQd QaWXUal WheaWUicaliW\. ThiV iV Whe caVe QRW
RQl\ fRU aUW, bXW alVR fRU PaQ\ ¶dePRQVWUaWiRQV· Rf VRcial life, Zhich
XVe V\PbRlV aQd UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV Zidel\ iQ RUdeU WR PagQif\ Whe
liYed. LeW XV WhiQk Rf PRXUQiQg, fXQeUalV, PaUUiageV RU eQcRXQWeUV.
The iQceVVaQW SaVViQg fURP Whe liYed WR Whe liYiQg aQd fURP Whe
liYiQg WR Whe liYed iV aQ aVSecW Rf Whe eYeU\da\.

5 The spontaneous

The caWegRU\ Rf Whe ¶liYed· SeUPiWV XV WR UehabiliWaWe Whe caWegRU\ Rf
sponWaneiW\, Zhich haV lRQg beeQ diVSaUaged, WhaQkV WR Whe aWWiWXde
bRWh Rf UaWiRQaliVW aQd Rf WUaQVceQdeQWal ShilRVRSh\. NeiWheU
cXlWXUaliVP QRU VWUXcWXUaliVP caQ adPiW Whe VSRQWaQeRXV aQd Whe
XQfRUPed.



HRZeYeU, Whe UehabiliWaWiRQ Rf Whe ¶VSRQWaQeRXV· dReV QRW URb
cUiWiTXe Rf iWV UighWV. QXiWe Whe RSSRViWe. AUe Ze abRXW WR Pake aQ
aSRlRg\ fRU Whe VSRQWaQeRXV Zhich ZRXld feWiVhi]e iW?11 CeUWaiQl\
QRW. SSRQWaQeiW\ haV QR SUiYilegeV iQ aQ\ dRPaiQ, be iW eYeU\da\ life
RU SRliWicV. WheQ iW iV lackiQg, ¶VRPeWhiQg· fXQdaPeQWal iV PiVViQg;
WheUe iV a gaS, like a VWeUile liWWle YacXXP iQ Whe WiVVXe Rf life.
HRZeYeU, VSRQWaQeiW\ iV QRW alZa\V cUeaWiYe eYeU\ WiPe, ZiWh eYeU\
UiVk iW WakeV. IW PakeV PiVWakeV, aQd iW failV PRUe fUeTXeQWl\ WhaQ
UaWiRQal SURgQRVWicaWiRQ aQd calcXlaWiRQ. NeiWheU Whe idea Rf iW QRU
iWV UealiW\ RʃeUV a cUiWeUiRQ fRU e[iVWeQce RU fRU YalXe. AXWheQWic SeU
Ve (bXW hRZ caQ Ze kQRZ WhiV?), iW elXdeV cRQWURl aQd iQWegUaWiRQ.
AQd \eW iW iPiWaWeV aQd PiPicV iWVelf. IQ Whe VSRQWaQeRXV, iW iV
diɽcXlW WR Pake RXW ZhaW aUe dUaPaV, dUaPaWi]aWiRQV, de-
dUaPaWi]aWiRQV RU VXSeU-dUaPaWi]aWiRQV (Zhich SURcedXUeV Rf VRcial
cRQWURl aQd iQWegUaWiRQ eQcRXUage, aQd WheQ UeSUeVV). IQ SeUiRdV Rf
iQWeQVe ideRlRgical cRQWURl, Whe VSRQWaQeRXV aQd Whe QRQ-
VSRQWaQeRXV becRPe PeUged, aV dR Whe QaWXUal aQd Whe aUWiɹcial.
ThiV PeaQV Whe PePbeUV Rf a SaUWicXlaU gURXS diVcRYeU ideRlRgicall\
VaWXUaWed YalXeV, QRUPV aQd V\PbRlV ¶VSRQWaQeRXVl\·.

TR SXW iW aQRWheU Za\, ZheWheU iW be iQ RXU cRQVciRXVQeVV RU iQ
Whe RXWVide ZRUld, Ze QeYeU aWWaiQ SXUe QaWXUe RU aQ\ XQcRQdiWiRQal
¶beiQg·. The VSRQWaQeRXV iV alUead\ SaUW Rf Whe VRcial, alWhRXgh iW iV
QRW Whe VRcial SeU Ve. EYeU\da\ life giYeV iW a Slace aQd a
cRQViVWeQc\, aQd iV Whe leYel RQ Zhich iW e[SUeVVeV iWVelf. The
VSRQWaQeRXV iV QRWhiQg PRUe WhaQ aQ elePeQW Rf Whe VRcial, RQ a
ceUWaiQ leYel. AV VXch, iW e[iVWV. IW iV acWiYe, iW gURZV, iW ZiWheUV aZa\,
aQd aV VXch iW dieV, iQ eYeU\da\ life.

6 The idea of ambiguity

OQce Ze haYe Uid iW Rf aQ\ RQWRlRgical SUeRccXSaWiRQV, WhiV cRQceSW
haV a Zide aUea Rf aSSlicaWiRQ.12 OXWVide Rf cUiWical SeUiRdV (ZheQ
aQ\WhiQg SURblePaWic haV PRUe iPSRUWaQce WhaQ acTXiUed VWabiliW\,
ZheQ cRQjXQcWXUe diVPaQWleV VWUXcWXUe, ZheQ VWUaWeg\ WakeV Whe
aVceQdaQc\ aQd ZheQ Whe Qeed WR chRRVe becRPeV aSSaUeQW aQd



PaUkV a PRPeQW Rf bifXUcaWiRQ iQ Whe SURceVV Rf VRcial becRPiQg),
hXPaQ gURXSV liYe iQ Whe PRde Rf aPbigXiW\. AV lRQg aV SURblePV
aUe QRW iPPediaWel\ SUeVViQg, RU if Whe\ aUe \eW WR be SRVed, hXPaQ
gURXSV caQ igQRUe WheP. ThiV haV aQ iPSacW XSRQ cRQVciRXVQeVV
(aQd aV alZa\V Ze XVe Whe WeUP WR PeaQ a cRQVciRXVQeVV Zhich iV
ViPXlWaQeRXVl\ iQdiYidXal aQd VRcial, alWhRXgh aW WiPeV Whe WZR
aVSecWV Pa\ Zell be iQ cRQɻicW). IW iV VaWiVɹed ZiWh aQ aSSeaUaQce Rf
deɹQiWiYe VWabiliW\; iW VZellV XS like a c\VW, aQd becRPeV aQ
XQWURXbled UealiW\ aQd a ¶beiQg·, UaWheU WhaQ SXUVXiQg Whe SRVVible
aQd ¶beiQg· SXUVXed b\ iW. AQd VR Whe dUaPaV fade aZa\, Whe WUaged\
Rf Whe ZhRle iV RbVcXUed b\ a cRPed\ Rf liWWle deWailV. BecaXVe
QRWhiQg YiWal iV aW VWake, eYeU\WhiQg iV acWed RXW iQ a SRQdeURXV RU
ɻiSSaQW PaQQeU. The UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ iQdiYidXalV ZiWhiQ gURXSV,
aQd Whe UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ gURXSV WhePVelYeV, becRPe dedUaPaWi]ed.
The\ RVcillaWe beWZeeQ bliQkeUed aWWiWXdeV aQd hRllRZ RSiQiRQV:
eQY\, jealRXV\, SacWV aQd VTXabbleV, ceUePRQieV Zhich VeUYe WR
diVgXiVe PXWXal UiYalU\ RU adPiUaWiRQ. IQVWead Rf SaVViRQ WheUe iV aQ
(illXVRU\) iPSaUWialiW\ aQd a (PiVleadiQg) RbjecWiYiW\. TUiYial
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV VXɽce. AQ\WhiQg cRQWeQWiRXV iV SXVhed WR RQe Vide,
alWhRXgh WhiV dReV QRW QeXWUali]e iW. PeRSle Walk abRXW VXch WhiQgV aV
liWWle aV SRVVible aQd Whe VSUead Rf baQaliW\ gReV XQchecked. The
UealP Rf aPbigXiW\ iV alVR Whe UealP Rf eYeU\da\ WUiYialiW\. AW eYeU\
PRPeQW Whe elePeQWV Rf Whe liYed aQd Rf Whe liYiQg VeeP RQ Whe
SRiQW Rf VSliWWiQg XS aQd gRiQg WheiU VeSaUaWe Za\V: gURXSV ZiWhiQ
VRcieW\, iQdiYidXalV ZiWhiQ gURXSV, SaWWeUQV Rf behaYiRXU ZiWhiQ
iQdiYidXalV.

IW iV QRW alZa\V eaV\ WR diVWiQgXiVh beWZeeQ Whe aPbigXRXV aQd
Whe aPbiYaleQW. AW WhiV VWage Ze ZRXld WeQd WR ePShaVi]e WheiU
diʃeUeQceV, SlaciQg aPbiYaleQce ZiWhiQ Whe SXUYieZ Rf SV\chRlRg\.
APbigXiW\, hRZeYeU, iV a VRciRlRgical caWegRU\, a liYed ViWXaWiRQ
Zhich iV cRQVWiWXWed fURP cRQWUadicWiRQV Zhich haYe beeQ VWiɻed,
blXQWed aQd XQQRWiced (XQUecRgQi]ed) aV VXch. IQ Whe caVe Rf
aPbiYaleQce, iW iV ZiWhiQ Whe cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf aQ acWiYe iQdiYidXal
WhaW Whe SURbleP RU cRQɻicW ePeUgeV; ZiWh hiV back WR Whe Zall, he
haV WR chRRVe (WhiV RU WhaW, lRYe RU haWe, VXbjecWiRQ RU fUeedRP).
SRPeWiPeV he Zill alUead\ haYe Pade hiV chRice, bXW iV XQable WR



Pake iW e[SliciW RU eʃecWiYe. APbigXiW\, hRZeYeU, iV a cRQdiWiRQ
RʃeUed WR aQ iQdiYidXal b\ a gURXS. Faced ZiWh diʃeUeQceV he ɹQdV
diɽcXlW WR e[SlaiQ, he adRSWV a kiQd Rf WePSRUaU\ aQd XQdiVciSliQed
iQdiʃeUeQce; RQe da\, VRRQ SeUhaSV, he Zill haYe WR RSW; bXW Whe
PRPeQW Rf chRice haV QRW \eW aUUiYed; he haV VWill QRW Ueached Whe
fRUk iQ Whe URad. APbigXiW\ iV a cRPSle[ ViWXaWiRQ, bXW iW lackV
PiQdfXlQeVV, aQd iV Pade XS Rf VeYeUal YiUWXal SRlaUiWieV.
APbiYaleQce cRPSUiVeV a cRQɻicW Zhich deYelRSV beWZeeQ feeliQgV,
SeRSle RU UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV.

TheUe iV QR VhRUWage Rf caVeV RU e[aPSleV Rf aPbigXiW\ iQ
eYeU\da\ life. SR PXch VR WhaW RQe cRXld Va\ WhaW aPbigXiW\ iV a
chaUacWeUiVWic Rf Whe eYeU\da\, aQd WhaW Whe eYeU\da\ iV Whe VSheUe Rf
aSSlicaWiRQ aQd cRQWeQW Rf aPbigXiW\, WakeQ aV a caWegRU\ (i.e., a
VSeciɹc cRQceSW). The famil\ haV a biRlRgical aQd Sh\ViRlRgical
UealiW\; iQ Whe ɹUVW iQVWaQce iW iV lRcaWed RQ Whe leYel Rf iPPediaWe
SeUVRQ-WR-SeUVRQ UelaWiRQV: hXVbaQd aQd Zife, childUeQ aQd SaUeQWV.
DReV iW SRVVeVV VRcial fXQcWiRQV? ThiV haV beeQ cRQWeVWed, aQd iW haV
beeQ VeeQ aV a ¶UeVidXal deSRViW·; WZeQW\ RU VR \eaUV agR iW ZaV
WhRXghW WhaW iQdXVWUial VRcieW\ aQd Whe SURleWaUiaQ UeYRlXWiRQ ZRXld
diVPaQWle Whe faPil\ aQd VhaUe RXW all iWV aQcieQW fXQcWiRQV acURVV
¶VRcieW\·. BXW iW ZRXld aSSeaU WhaW, agaiQVW all e[SecWaWiRQ, Whe
faPil\ haV beeQ giYeQ QeZ fXQcWiRQV, SURYiViRQall\ RU SeUPaQeQWl\,
iQ cRQVXPSWiRQ aQd iQ cXlWXUe. HaYe WheVe QeZ fXQcWiRQV UeVWRUed
Whe Rld RQeV? HaV Whe faPil\ UegaiQed iWV edXcaWiRQal fXQcWiRQ? ThiV
iV RSeQ WR dRXbW. WhaW iV QRW iQ dRXbW iV WhaW, WhURXghRXW hiVWRU\,
VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle haV giYeQ Whe faPil\ a UaQge Rf fRUPV: Whe
SaWUiaUchal faPil\, Whe feXdal faPil\, Whe bRXUgeRiV faPil\, Whe
SURleWaUiaQ faPil\, Whe VRcialiVW faPil\. IW iV iQɻXeQced b\ ideRlRg\
aQd cXlWXUe: Ze caQ Walk Rf Whe IVlaPic faPil\, Whe ChUiVWiaQ faPil\
RU Whe VecXlaUi]ed faPil\. IQVWiWXWiRQV iQWeUYeQe YigRURXVl\ WR
SURhibiW caVeV Rf deYiaQce, blaWaQW VXUYiYalV aQd WUaQViWiRQV WRZaUdV
aQ\WhiQg QeZ: Whe\ iPSRVe a deɹQed VWUXcWXUe XSRQ Whe faPil\. AW
Whe VaPe WiPe, Whe faPil\ UeWaiQV XQPediaWed liQkV Zhich RUigiQaWe
iQ Whe diVWaQW SaVW, befRUe Whe deYelRSPeQW Rf PRdeUQ VRcieW\, VXch
aV SaWUiaUchal liQkV aQd feXdal UelaWiRQV Rf VXbRUdiQaWiRQ. IQ WhiV
cRPSle[ iQWeUacWiRQ, iW QeYeU becRPeV VeSaUaWed fURP iWV



biRSh\ViRlRgical ¶fRUPaQWV·, eYeQ ZheQ iW haV beeQ eleYaWed WR Whe
digQiɹed VWaWXV Rf a higheU eWhical RU cXlWXUal YalXe, ZiWh Whe
cRQcRPiWaQW UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV aQd V\PbRlV. HRZeYeU, if iWV ViWXaWiRQ
iV de facWR aPbigXRXV, iW alVR accUXeV deɹQed PRWiYaWiRQV aQd
UecRgQi]able aWWiWXdeV. The ¶PRdeUQ· aQd Whe ¶aUchaic· cRQfURQW each
RWheU iQ Whe faPil\, iQ a PXWXal UecRgQiWiRQ Rf diʃeUeQceV Zhich,
RQce UecRgQi]ed, WeQd WR be diVUegaUded. VaUiRXV V\PbRlic
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV RU SV\chRVRciRlRgical PRWiYaWiRQV aUe XVed aV
WheRUieV Rf Whe faPil\: ePRWiRQV aURXVed b\ Whe iPPXWabiliW\ Rf
hXPaQ QaWXUe, b\ Whe PaWeUQal iQVWiQcW, b\ YiUiliW\ iQ iWV URle aV
SURWecWRU Rf fePiQiQe YXlQeUabiliW\, eWc. IQ iWV YeU\ baVic SUiQciSleV,
Whe faPil\ ¶iV· aPbigXRXV. HeQce Whe geQeUal aPbigXiW\ Rf
eYeU\WhiQg Zhich haSSeQV RU Zhich dReV QRW haSSeQ ZiWhiQ iW: lRYe
aQd UiYalU\, cRQɹdeQce aQd PiVWUXVW, VXʃRcaWiRQ aQd SURWecWiRQ, XVe
aQd abXVe.

TRgeWheU ZiWh Whe faPil\, ZRPaQ belRQgV WR Whe caWegRU\ Rf
aPbigXiW\. AV aQ iQfRUPal VRcial gURXS, Whe RQl\ Za\ ¶ZRPeQ· caQ
be XQdeUVWRRd aQd ViWXaWed iV aV Whe ePbRdiPeQW Rf aPbigXiW\. We
haYe alUead\ PeQWiRQed Whe SaUadR[ WhaW half Whe hXPaQ Uace aQd
RUgaQi]ed VRcieW\ cRQVWiWXWeV a gURXS deɹQed b\ geQdeU, Zhich iV WR
a ceUWaiQ e[WeQW diVWiQcW, ZiWh iWV RZQ aVSiUaWiRQV, dePaQdV aQd
VWUaWegieV. BiRlRgicall\ cUeaWiYe, ¶ZRPeQ· haYe alZa\V beeQ iSVR
facWR Whe QaWXUal PediaWRUV beWZeeQ VRcial gURXSV, geQeUaWiRQV,
cXlWXUe aQd QaWXUe, aQd iQdiYidXalV. The\ PediaWe ² iQ RWheU ZRUdV,
Whe\ geQeUaWe cRQɻicWV aQd diYiViRQV eYeQ ZheQ caUU\iQg RXW Whe
cRQciliaWRU\ URle WheiU ¶fXQcWiRQV· aWWUibXWe WR WheP! BiRlRgicall\
cUeaWiYe, aQd SURbabl\ Whe cUeaWRUV Rf Whe ɹUVW hXPaQ UealiWieV aW Whe
daZQ Rf hiVWRU\ ² agUicXlWXUe, Whe Yillage, Whe hRXVe aQd iWV baVic
eTXiSPeQW, Whe heaUWh, cRRkiQg XWeQVilV, fXUQiWXUe, fabUicV ² ZRPeQ
haYe VXbVeTXeQWl\ beeQ dePRWed WR caUU\ RXW iQfeUiRU WaVkV, PakiQg
WheP UelaWiYel\ XQSURdXcWiYe ecRQRPicall\ aQd UelaWiYel\ iQeʃecWiYe
VRciall\. AQd VR Whe\ ¶aUe· Whe illXVRU\ VXbVWaQce Rf Whe eYeU\da\, iWV
XQUeliable deSWhV, iWV WeUUaiQ aQd iWV cliPaWe, aQd \eW Whe\ aUe
eQdRZed ZiWh Whe aWWUibXWeV Rf Whe hXPaQ Uace (iQWelligeQce aQd
UaWiRQaliW\) aV Zell aV ZiWh Whe VSeciɹc TXaliWieV Rf Whe gURXSV WR
Zhich Whe\ belRQg. NRWhiQg VWRSV WheP iQWeUYeQiQg iQ Whe gaPXW Rf



SXblic RU SUiYaWe ViWXaWiRQV, bXW eYeU\WhiQg fRUceV WheP WR XVe
iQdiUecW PeWhRdV if WheiU iQWeUYeQWiRQV aUe WR be eʃecWiYe. The
cRQVeTXeQce iV a SURfRXQd aQd SeUPaQeQW cRQɻicW Zhich caQ QeYeU
Ueach a cliPa[, i.e., iW caQ QeYeU becRPe Whe kiQd Rf RYeUW, e[SliciW
aQWagRQiVP Zhich ZRXld eQdaQgeU VRcieW\. SR Whe cRQɻicW iV
cRQWaiQed iQ a VWaWe Rf aPbigXiW\: a blXQWed, eYeU-UekiQdled, eYeU-
VWiɻed cRQWUadicWiRQ. TheUe aUe WiPeV ZheQ ¶ZRPeQ· aV a VRcial
gURXS aUe able WR ZiSe aZa\ Whe WUaceV Rf WheiU hiVWRUical defeaWV,
aQd ZheQ, afWeU e[eUWiQg gUadXal bXW cRQVWaQW SUeVVXUe, Whe\ ɹQall\
gaiQ Whe SURPRWiRQ Whe\ haYe VR lRQg ZaiWed fRU. AW WheVe PRPeQWV
aPbigXiW\ bXUVWV aVXQdeU iQ cRQWUadicWiRQV: SRVVibiliWieV lRQged fRU
aQd diVaSSRiQWiQgl\ fXlɹlled, Whe VeUiRXV Vide aQd Whe fUiYRlRXV Vide
Rf ¶fePiQiQiW\·, ¶fePiQiQiW\· SeU Ve aQd iWV haUVh eWhic, Zhich ZRPeQ
bRWh deViUe aQd UejecW. FURP WheVe PRPeQWV RQ, Whe aPbigXiW\ Rf Whe
SaVW aQd Rf Whe SUeVeQW becRPeV e[SliciW, ZheUeaV ZheQ iW ZaV iQ
cRQWURl iW ZaV ¶XQcRQVciRXV· (XQUecRgQi]ed), hiddeQ XQdeU
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV aQd V\PbRlV Zhich PaiQWaiQed aQd diVgXiVed iW.
FURP WiPe iPPePRUial aQd XS WR aQd iQclXdiQg Whe SUeVeQW da\,
ZRPeQ haYe beeQ Whe cXVWRdiaQV Rf a WUeaVXUe cheVW Rf QRUPV aQd
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV. HRZ SURVaic aQd WediRXV WheVe QRUPV aQd
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV aUe, bXW alVR hRZ WeQaciRXV iQ SUa[iV, aQd hRZ
SURfRXQd: eYeU\WhiQg iQYRlYiQg Whe hRXVe, Whe ¶hRPe· aQd
dRPeVWiciW\, aQd WhXV eYeU\da\ life. AW Whe VaPe WiPe, bRWh
V\PbRlicall\ aQd aV cRQVciRXV ¶VXbjecWV·, Whe\ ePbRd\ Whe lRfWieVW
YalXeV Rf aUW, eWhicV aQd cXlWXUe: lRYe, SaVViRQV aQd YiUWXeV, beaXW\,
QRbiliW\, VacUiɹce, SeUPaQeQce. BXW WheVe cRPe iQWR cRQɻicW ZiWh
RWheU VXSUePe YalXeV: VeQVXal delighW, WRWal SleaVXUe, lX[XU\ aQd
lXVW. TheVe cRQɻicWV aUe SURfRXQd bXW diVgXiVed, UedXced WR
aPbigXiW\ aQd hiddeQ beQeaWh iW, bXW QeYeUWheleVV, aQd iQ VSiWe Rf
Whe PiQd-QXPbiQg QaWXUe Rf hRXVeZRUk, ZRPeQ aUe leVV likel\ WhaQ
PeQ WR be VWXlWiɹed b\ Whe VSeciali]aWiRQ aQd fUagPeQWaWiRQ Rf
labRXU. SR VXSeUiRUiW\ becRPeV iQfeUiRUiW\, aQd iQfeUiRUiW\ cRQWaiQV
Whe VeedV Rf VXSeUiRUiW\ (alWhRXgh Whe\ aUe UelXcWaQW WR geUPiQaWe).
Therefore, Zomen s\mboli]e eYer\da\ life in iWs enWireW\. The\ embod\
iWs siWXaWion, iWs conɻicWs and iWs possibiliWies. The\ are iWs acWiYe criWiqXe.



We (i.e., iQ eYeU\da\ RU ¶PRdeUQ· life) aUe ɻRRded b\ a
geQeUali]ed aPbigXiW\, Zhich SeUhaSV e[SlaiQV Zh\ ceUWaiQ
ShilRVRSheUV haYe XVed iW WR e[WUaSRlaWe a ShilRVRSh\, chaQgiQg
ZhaW iV a VRciRlRgical caWegRU\ iQWR aQ RQWRlRgical RQe. NRZ WhiV
iPSURSeU geQeUali]aWiRQ ɹQdV iWVelf challeQged b\ aQ RbVWacle aQd
RQe RYeUUidiQg RbjecWiRQ: aPbigXiW\ SUeYeQWV aZaUeQeVV Rf
aPbigXiW\. SRciRlRgicall\, iW iV a caWegRU\ Rf XQaZaUeQeVV aQd
igQRUaQce, RU UaWheU Rf PiVXQdeUVWaQdiQg aQd lack Rf kQRZledge,
ZheUe aSSeaUaQceV PeUge ZiWh Whe ¶Ueal·. AV aSSeaUaQce aQd illXViRQ
RQ a PaVViYe Vcale, ¶cRQVXPeU VRcieW\· haV becRPe VWURQgeU aQd
VWURQgeU. MRdeUQ caSiWaliVP ZRXld aSSeaU WR SURdXce fRU VRcial aQd
iQdiYidXal QeedV; iW WheUefRUe aSSeaUV WR cRUUeVSRQd WR MaU[·V
deɹQiWiRQ Rf VRcialiVP (aQd WhiV aSSeaUaQce iQ iWVelf iV eQRXgh WR
Pake RXU ViWXaWiRQ SaUadR[ical). IQ facW, ¶cRQVXPeU VRcieW\·
PaQiSXlaWeV QeedV; Whe PaVWeUV Rf SURdXcWiRQ aUe alVR Whe PaVWeUV Rf
cRQVXPSWiRQ, aQd Whe\ alVR SURdXce Whe dePaQdV fRU Zhich aQd
accRUdiQg WR Zhich Whe\ aUe VXSSRVed WR be SURdXciQg. DelibeUaWel\
RU QRW, Whe\ leaYe RWheU eTXall\ Yalid QeedV aQd RWheU eTXall\
RbjecWiYe dePaQdV WR RQe Vide. IW iV QRW YeU\ RfWeQ WhaW a YRice
PakeV iWVelf heaUd13 WR cUiWici]e WhiV illXViRQ Zhich iV QRW eQWiUel\ aQ
illXViRQ, WhiV aSSeaUaQce Zhich iV QRW abVRlXWel\ aQ aSSeaUaQce,
ViQce QeedV ² eYeQ if Whe\ aUe SURYRked aQd SUefabUicaWed ² caQ QRW
all be eTXall\ ShRQe\ aQd aUWiɹcial. APbigXiW\ beWZeeQ iQdiYidXal
aQd VRcial QeedV aQd deViUeV SaSeUV RYeU XQSeUceiYed
cRQWUadicWiRQV, blXQWiQg WheP aQd cRiQcidiQg ZiWh Whe WhUee-
diPeQViRQal ¶UealQeVV· Rf Whe eYeU\da\. OQl\ ZheQ WheUe iV WhiV
aPbigXiW\ caQ Whe illXViRQ aQd Whe aSSeaUaQce be VXVWaiQed.

FURP Whe PRPeQW Ze begiQ WR VcUXWiQi]e WheP, PaVV cXlWXUe
(WRgeWheU ZiWh PaVV cRQVXPSWiRQ) aQd Whe eʃecWV Rf Whe PaVV Pedia
UeYeal aQ eQRUPRXV aPbigXiW\. UViQg highl\ VRShiVWicaWed
WechQiTXeV, PaVV cRPPXQicaWiRQV bUiQg PaVWeUSieceV Rf aUW aQd
cXlWXUe WR eYeU\RQe; Whe\ Pake hiVWRU\ iQ iWV eQWiUeW\, Whe ¶ZRUld·
iWVelf, acceVVible WR all. The\ bUiQg Whe SaVW aQd eYeQ Whe fXWXUe iQWR
Whe SUeVeQW. B\ cRQWiQXall\ iPSURYiQg WheiU PaQQeU Rf aSSURach aQd
WheiU PeaQV Rf diVWUibXWiRQ, WheVe WechQiTXeV ciUcXlaWe ZhaW iV PRVW
UeɹQed aQd PRVW VXbWle iQ Whe ZRUkV Rf PaQkiQd, WhRVe SaiQVWakiQg



cUeaWiRQV WR Zhich PeQ deYRWe WheiU liYeV, aQd iQ Zhich eSRchV aQd
ciYili]aWiRQV aUe ePbRdied. MRdeUQ WechQiTXeV Pake WaVWe PRUe
VRShiVWicaWed, UaiVe Whe leYel Rf cXlWXUe, iQVWUXcW, edXcaWe, aQd bUiQg
aQ eQc\clRSaedic cXlWXUe WR Whe SeRSle. AW Whe same Wime, Whe\ Pake
WheiU aXdieQce SaVViYe. The\ Pake WheP iQfaQWile. The\ ¶SUeVeQW· Whe
ZRUld iQ a SaUWicXlaU PRde, Whe PRde Rf VSecWacle aQd Whe ga]e,
ZiWh all Whe aPbigXiW\ Ze haYe alUead\ QRWed aQd Zhich Ze
cRQWiQXe WR ePShaVi]e: QRQ-SaUWiciSaWiRQ iQ a falVe SUeVeQce. ThiV
diVWUibXWiRQ liYeV Rʃ Whe SaVW, iW cXWV iW XS aQd ZaVWeV iW. PURdXciQg
iPageV aQd UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV, Whe WechQiTXeV Rf Whe PaVV Pedia cUeaWe
QRWhiQg aQd dR QRW VWiPXlaWe aQ\ cUeaWiYiW\. The\ cRQVXPe Whe
SUeciRXV gRRdV accXPXlaWed RYeU Whe ceQWXUieV, e[aceUbaWiQg b\
WheiU RZQ acWiRQV WhiV PRUe geQeUal hiVWRUical facW: hiVWRU\ haV
fRUced PaQ\ cUeaWiYe VRXUceV WR dU\ XS, aQd Zill gR RQ dRiQg VR
iQdeɹQiWel\.

The PaVV Pedia VhaSe WaVWe aQd clRXd jXdgePeQW. The\ iQVWUXcW
aQd Whe\ cRQdiWiRQ. WiWh WheiU VaWXUaWiRQ Rf iPageV, cXUUeQW aʃaiUV
aQd ¶QeZV· deYRid Rf aQ\WhiQg QeZ, Whe\ faVciQaWe aQd Whe\
QaXVeaWe. The\ e[SaQd cRPPXQicaWiRQV aQd Whe\ WhUeaWeQ
cRheUeQce aQd WhRXghW, YRcabXlaU\ aQd YeUbal e[SUeVViRQ, laQgXage
iWVelf. Will Whe\ Ueach Whe e[WUePe SRiQW ZheUe Whe ¶ZRUld Rf
e[SUeVViRQ· iV e[haXVWed, ZheUe eYeU\RQe Zill be a VSecWacle fRU
eYeU\RQe elVe, ZheUe Whe eYeQW Zill be bURadcaVW Zhile iW iV
haSSeQiQg? We call WhiV e[WUePe SRiQW Whe GUeaW PleRQaVP, Whe
SXSUePe TaXWRlRg\, Whe FiQal IdeQWiɹcaWiRQ Rf Whe Ueal ZiWh Whe
kQRZQ, VXUSUiVe aQQihilaWed b\ Whe illXViRQ Rf SeUPaQeQW VXUSUiVe ²
aPbigXiW\ aQQihilaWed b\ iWV RZQ WUiXPSh. HeUe WRR aPbigXiW\
SUeVXSSRVeV aQd SURdXceV aSSeaUaQceV Zhich diVgXiVe iW; QeYeU WR
aSSeaU WR be ZhaW iW iV ² WhaW WRR iV aQ aVSecW Rf aPbigXiW\.
EYeU\WhiQg WakeV Slace aV WhRXgh aPbigXiW\ ZeUe RQl\ aSSaUeQW aQd
PaQifeVW iQ Whe VXSeUVeVViRQ Zhich iV deVWUR\iQg iW.

EYeQ PRUe geQeUall\, Whe Za\ Whe PePbeUV Rf RQe gURXS SeUceiYe
RU aSSUeheQd RWheU gURXSV aQd RWheU hXPaQ beiQgV WakeV Slace ɹUVW
aQd fRUePRVW iQ Whe PRde Rf aPbigXiW\: aPa]ePeQW aQd cXUiRViW\,
UeSXgQaQce aQd UaSaciW\, UeWUeaW aQd geQeURViW\, deViUe WR aVViPilaWe
aQd Qeed WR UeSel. IW iV a kiQd Rf ¶aSSUeheQViYeQeVV·: gUaVSiQg \eW



feaUiQg, diVcRYeUiQg a YagXe WhUeaW, VeeVaZiQg beWZeeQ a UeaVVXUiQg
SUeVeQW (Whe RWheU ¶iV·; Ze caQ hRld iW, diVWaQce iW aQd deɹQe
RXUVelYeV iQ UelaWiRQ WR iW) aQd a diVTXieWiQg fXWXUe. All WhaW Ze
kQRZ abRXW RXU SRVVible UelaWiRQ ZiWh iW iV WhiV RQe XVeleVV deWail: iW
caQ haUP XV RU iW caQ helS XV. TheUe cRPeV a PRPeQW ZheQ Ze PXVW
Pake XS RXU PiQdV aQd Pake a deciViRQ: Ze PXVW Pake a
jXdgePeQW aQd Wake a chRice. OSWiRQV aUe deciViYe. The\ Vhed lighW
RQ all WhaW iV hiddeQ iQ Whe WZilighW ZRUld Rf aPbigXiW\. APbigXiW\
caQQRW laVW lRQg. IW iV QRW SeUPaQeQW. IW haV a WiPe liPiW.

RighWl\ RU ZURQgl\, aQd accRUdiQg WR Whe ciUcXPVWaQceV aQd
cRQjXQcWXUeV, deciViRQV begiQ ZiWh aQ aVVeVVPeQW, Zhich WR a ceUWaiQ
e[WeQW UXQV Whe UiVk Rf PakiQg a PiVWake iQ Whe SUeVeQW aQd Rf failiQg
iQ Whe fXWXUe. AfWeU aVVeVViQg Whe ViWXaWiRQ (Zhich hiWheUWR ZaV
aPbigXRXV, aQd WhXV iPSRVVible WR jXdge) Ze gR iQWR acWiRQ; Ze diYe
iQ headɹUVW; WheUe aUe QR PRUe diVcXVViRQV. The beVW PaQ Rf acWiRQ iV
Whe RQe ZhR chRRVeV hiV PRPeQW Zell, ZhR diVcXVVeV Whe SURV aQd
Whe cRQV aW leQgWh, bXW QRW fRU WRR lRQg. He ZaiWV fRU Whe ViWXaWiRQ WR
be UiSe, bXW QRW URWWeQ. He WakeV hiV WiPe, aQd aYRidV haVW\
jXdgePeQWV aQd iQWeUYeQWiRQV, bXW b\ QR PeaQV dReV he dUag hiV
feeW. He UeSlaceV Whe ¶\eV aQd QR· Rf aPbigXiW\ aQd Whe VXVSeQViRQ Rf
jXdgePeQW (Whe ¶SeUhaSV· RU ¶Zh\ QRW?·, aQd Whe ¶ZhaW·V Whe SRiQW?·
Rf caXWiRQ aQd heViWaWiRQ) ZiWh Whe dilePPa Rf acWiRQ. He aQVZeUV a
TXeVWiRQ eiWheU b\ \eV RU b\ QR. He RSWV. HiV deciViRQ ViPSliɹeV Whe
cRPSle[ ViWXaWiRQ aQd Whe aPbigXiW\, aQd b\ Whe YeU\ acW Rf
ViPSlif\iQg WheP, WUaQVfRUPV WheP. OQe VhaUS blRZ, aQd aPbigXiW\
cRllaSVeV. AQd WhaW iV ZheQ aPbigXiW\ UeYealV iWVelf WR be ZhaW iW iV:
XQcRQWURlled cRPSle[iW\, cRQfXViRQ, RSaTXeQeVV. APbigXiW\ leadV XV
WRZaUdV a deciViRQ Zhich Zill QegaWe iW aQd UeYeal iW, bUiQgiQg iW WR
aQ eQd aQd XQPaVkiQg iW. The VZRUd Rf deciViRQ cleaYeV cRQWiQXRXV
WiPe iQWR a before aQd aQ afWer. TUXe WiPe ² PaQ\-Vided, cRQWiQXRXV
aQd diVcRQWiQXRXV, Za\-PaUked b\ Whe fRUkV iQ iWV SaWhV, PaSSed
RXW b\ deciViRQV aQd RSWiRQV ² iV UeYealed.

SR Ze Vee \eW aQRWheU dialecWical PRYePeQW ePeUgiQg befRUe RXU
e\eV: ¶aPbigXiW\/deciViRQ·. OQce Ze haYe diVcRYeUed iW, Ze Zill QR
lRQgeU be able WR feWiVhi]e aPbigXiW\ aQd WR Vee Whe eYeU\da\ aQd
Whe aPbigXRXV aV beiQg V\QRQ\PRXV. We Zill QR lRQgeU be able WR



behaYe aV if WhiV caWegRU\ ² aPbigXiW\ ² deɹQed a ViWXaWiRQ Rf Whe
hXPaQ RU ZiWhiQ Whe hXPaQ, iUUedXcibl\ aQd iUUeYRcabl\.

AV aQ aVSecW Rf WhiV PRYePeQW, Whe acW Rf deciViRQ iWVelf becRPeV
aQ RbjecW fRU WheRU\ aQd eYeQ fRU a SaUWicXlaU VcieQce, a fUagPeQW Rf
a geQeUal WheRU\ Rf SUa[iV, ViPilaU WR lRgic: ¶SUa[iRlRg\·. ThiV WheRU\
caQ QR PRUe be ideQWiɹed ZiWh cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life WhaQ iW caQ
ZiWh kQRZledge Rf SUa[iV. IW WRXcheV RQl\ RQe aVSecW Rf WheP. IW
cRPSleWeV Whe WheRU\ Rf aPbigXiW\.

The eVVeQWial SRiQW heUe iV WhaW Whe WheRU\ Rf aPbigXiW\
fRUeVhadRZV aQd callV fRU Whe eQd Rf aPbigXiW\ iWVelf. IW giYeV UiVe WR
a geQeUal SURbleP (WRgeWheU ZiWh iWV cRPSlePeQW, deciViRQ WheRU\).
TR VWXd\ Whe eYeU\da\ iV WR ZiVh WR chaQge iW. TR chaQge Whe
eYeU\da\ iV WR bUiQg iWV cRQfXViRQV iQWR Whe lighW Rf da\ aQd iQWR
laQgXage; iW iV WR Pake iWV laWeQW cRQɻicWV aSSaUeQW, aQd WhXV WR
bXUVW WheP aVXQdeU. IW iV WheUefRUe bRWh WheRU\ aQd SUacWice, cUiWiTXe
aQd acWiRQ. CUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life eQcRPSaVVeV a deciViRQ aQd
SUeciSiWaWeV iW, Whe PRVW geQeUal aQd Whe PRVW UeYRlXWiRQaU\ Rf WheP
all, Whe deciViRQ WR UeQdeU aPbigXiWieV XQbeaUable, aQd WR
PeWaPRUShRVe ZhaW VeePV WR be PRVW XQchaQgeable iQ PaQkiQd
becaXVe iW lackV SUeciVe cRQWRXUV.

7 Challenge and mistrust

If WheUe iV a caWegRU\ aPRQg WRda\·V VRcial facWV (i.e., a VeW Rf facWV
deQRWed aQd cRQQRWed b\ a caWegRU\) Zhich cRUUeVSRQdV iQ RXU
PRdeUQ ZRUld WR ZhaW MaXVV deVcUibed aV Whe WRWal VRcial
SheQRPeQRQ, QaPel\ gifWV iQ aUchaic VRcieWieV, ZRXld iW QRW be Whe
QRWiRQ Rf challenge? TRda\, challeQge aSSeaUV RSeQl\ iQ all aUeaV
aQd aW eYeU\ leYel Rf VRcial UealiW\. IW iV becRPiQg a UecRgQi]ed,
e[SliciW, cRQVciRXV aQd alPRVW eYeU\da\ PRde Rf VRcial UelaWiRQV
beWZeeQ iQdiYidXalV aQd gURXSV (geQdeUV, ageV, claVVeV, SeRSleV aQd
QaWiRQV, iQVWiWXWiRQV aQd RUgaQi]ed aSSaUaWXVeV, SRliWical UegiPeV
aQd PRdeV Rf SURdXcWiRQ).

IQ RXU UeVRlYe WR Pake Whe VcieQWiɹc UeVeaUch iQ Zhich Ze aUe
eQgaged delibeUaWel\ ¶QeXWUal·, iPSaUWial aQd RbjecWiYe, Ze PighW



Zell VRPeWiPeV RYeUlRRk WheVe VRciRdUaPaWic caWegRUieV. IQ iWV
begiQQiQgV VRciRlRg\·V faYRXUiWe aUeaV Rf VWXd\ ² aQd SeUhaSV WR aQ
e[aggeUaWed e[WeQW ² ZeUe Whe PaQifeVWaWiRQV Rf challeQge iQ aUchaic
VRcieWieV: SRWlaWch,14 RUdealV aQd ¶jXdgePeQWV Rf GRd·, cRPSeWiWiYe
fRUPV Rf e[chaQgeV aQd gifWV, UiWXal declaUaWiRQV Rf fUieQdVhiS RU
hRVWiliW\. ThiV WeQdeQc\ haV beeQ diVRZQed, WRR PXch VR. LeW XV
UeiQVWaWe Whe VWXd\ Rf Whe VRcial fRUPV Rf challeQge, Zhile aW Whe
VaPe WiPe bUiQgiQg iW XS WR daWe aQd PRdeUQi]iQg iW.15

OQce Whe iPSRUWaQce Rf challeQge iQ aUchaic RU hiVWRUical
(PURPeWheaQ) VRcieWieV haV beeQ UeaVVeVVed, iWV VRciRlRgical VWXd\
aQd iWV VSeciɹcall\ hiVWRUical VWXd\ becRPe cRPSlePeQWaU\. The
lighW Vhed RQ VRcial SUacWice iV dUaPaWicall\ UeYealiQg. ThXV Whe
eighWeeQWh ceQWXU\ VaZ gURXSV aQd claVVeV ZiWh iQcUeaViQgl\ cleaU-
cXW cRQWRXUV WhURZ WhePVelYeV iQ Whe face Rf a PXlWiSliciW\ Rf
challeQgeV, iQ all aUeaV, iQclXdiQg cXlWXUe, aUW aQd PRUaliW\. (¶We, Rf
WhiV SaUWicXlaU gURXS, aUe aQd Zill be PRUe cXlWiYaWed, PRUe UeɹQed,
PRUe PRUal, PRUe ciYili]ed aQd PRUe UeaVRQable WhaQ \RX, PePbeUV
Rf aQRWheU gURXS; RU Ze Zill aSSeaU WR be, Zhich PRUe RU leVV bRilV
dRZQ WR Whe VaPe WhiQg.·)

ChalleQge iV SaUW Rf WacWicV aQd VWUaWegieV. IW UeYealV WheP, Zhile aW
Whe VaPe WiPe cRQcealiQg WheP. NRiV\, SURYRcaWiYe, VileQW, WheUe iV a
SeUiRd Rf PXWXal challeQge iQ eYeU\ cRQfURQWaWiRQ. ChalleQge iV
SRl\YaleQW. ThURZQ dRZQ RQ a ceUWaiQ leYel (ecRQRPic, cXlWXUal,
ideRlRgical, SRliWical, eWc.), iWV SUeVeQce cRPeV WR lighW aQd
UeYeUbeUaWeV iQ RWheU aUeaV, aQd RQ RWheU leYelV Rf SUa[iV. IW iV a
PeaQV Rf e[eUWiQg SUeVVXUe, aQd VR iW iV aQ acWiRQ UaWheU WhaQ a
declaPaWRU\ aQd gUaWXiWRXV PRde Rf e[SUeVViRQ RU aQ iPSeUVRQal
ɹgXUe Rf VSeech iQ VRcial UealiW\. ChalleQge iV a PeaQV Rf e[eUWiQg
SUeVVXUe be\RQd Whe gURXS, bXW iWV acWiRQV UeYeUbeUaWe ZiWhiQ iW; iW
UallieV elePeQWV Zhich haYe beeQ VcaWWeUed, aQd UegURXSV WheP; iW
SXWV aQ eQd WR SeUiRdV ZheQ cRllecWiYe life bUeakV dRZQ iQWR
iQdiYidXal SUeRccXSaWiRQV aQd WUiYialiWieV. FRU WhiV UeaVRQ, iW eQWeUV
iQWR Whe eYeU\da\ aQd eleYaWeV iW, b\ UiddiQg iW Rf SaUW Rf iWV
WUiYialiW\. IW giYeV iW cRlRXU.

SeeQ iQ WhiV lighW, Whe VRcial gURXSV UeYeal Zell-deWeUPiQed
chaUacWeUiVWicV. The bRXUgeRiVie haV alZa\V liYed iQ Whe PRde Rf



SeUPaQeQW challeQge WR iWV adYeUVaUieV: feXdaliVP WR begiQ ZiWh,
WheQ Whe ZRUkiQg claVV. IW ZaV able WR iQclXde challeQge aV RQe Rf Whe
aSSaUeQWl\ XQiYeUVal YalXeV, VR WhaW ideRlRgicall\ VSeakiQg iW iV PRUe
Rf a challeQge WR WiPe WhaQ WR PeQ, ZhRVe liYeV aUe eShePeUal.
TheVe YalXeV ² UeaVRQ, QaWiRQhRRd ² belRQg WR a claVV-cRQVciRXVQeVV
Zhich dReV QRW SUeVeQW iWVelf aV VXch. EYeU\ VWaWePeQW ZiWh Whe
ZRUdV ¶UeaVRQ· RU ¶QaWiRQ· iQ iW cRQWaiQed a challeQge, bXW QRW
e[SUeVVed aV VXch. The bRXUgeRiVie VRXghW WR XQiWe challeQge ZiWh
cRQɹdeQce, a PRVW YRlaWile Pi[WXUe. WheQeYeU iW VWRSV liYiQg RQ WhiV
SaUWicXlaU PRde, iW becRPeV Vlack, XQleaVhiQg feaU, aQd eYeQ SaQic.
CRQYeUVel\, aV a VRcial gURXS, WechQRcUaWV aYRid challeQge, aQd
SURYRcaWiRQ eYeQ PRUe VR; Whe\ ZRUk iQ VileQce, deeS XQdeUgURXQd,
aQd WhiV diVWiQgXiVheV WheP fURP Whe RWheU claVV fUacWiRQV fURP
Zhich Whe\ deUiYe RU Zhich Whe\ VeUYe. The URZd\, SURYRcaWiYe
challeQgeV hXUled b\ iQWellecWXalV aW geQeUal RSiQiRQ (URPaQWiciVP,
VXUUealiVP, e[iVWeQWialiVP, fRU e[aPSle) PaUk ceUWaiQ SeUiRdV Rf
cXlWXUe, aQd ceUWaiQ RWheU SeUiRdV aUe PaUked b\ WheiU VileQce. TheVe
diʃeUiQg aWWiWXdeV caQ iPSl\ a cRQfeVViRQ Rf SRZeUleVVQeVV, RU a
SRVVibiliW\ Rf acWiRQ. AV UegaUdV Whe challeQge Rf Whe SURleWaUiaW WR
bRXUgeRiV VRcieW\ aQd WR Whe bRXUgeRiVie, iW caQ be VileQW aQd
PiVWUXVWfXl UaWheU WhaQ SURYRcaWiYe.

CUiWical SeUiRdV, i.e., acXWe fRUPV Rf cRQfURQWaWiRQ aQd
UeYRlXWiRQaU\ PRPeQWV, alZa\V VeeP WR be SUeceded RU fRllRZed b\
SeUiRdV ZheQ WeQViRQV aQd challeQgeV aUe leVV e[WUePe. BXW
challeQge caQ be PRUe faU-UeachiQg, aQd PXch PRUe SURfRXQd. IW
cRXld be Vaid WhaW ecRQRPic gURZWh aQd Whe deYelRSPeQW Rf
WechQRlRg\ WhURZ dRZQ a VeUieV Rf challeQgeV ² lRQg VXSSUeVVed ² WR
Whe iQdiYidXal, WR aUW aQd WR Whe PRUal VSheUe, aQd WR PRdeUQ PaQ
iQ geQeUal.16

CRXld SeacefXl cRe[iVWeQce be aQ id\ll, cRXld WheUe be
fUaWeUQi]aWiRQ ZiWhRXW aQ XlWeUiRU PRWiYe, cRXld WheUe be PXWXal
WRleUaWiRQ ZiWh a SlXUaliVW ideRlRg\ iQ bRWh caPSV, iQ aQ XQUXʀed
jX[WaSRViWiRQ Rf RSSRVed UegiPeV? UQWhiQkable! IQWeUacWiRQ iV a laZ.
We PXVW QRW cRQfXVe Rɽcial declaUaWiRQV, Zhich aUe RfWeQ PRVW
SeUɹdiRXV ZheQ Whe\ aUe aW WheiU PRVW diSlRPaWic aQd VkilfXl, ZiWh
Whe dialecWical PRYePeQW Rf Whe Ueal. PeacefXl cRe[iVWeQce iV a



SeUSeWXal PXWXal challeQge. ObjecWiYel\, aQd iQ Whe PRde Rf
challeQge, RYeUW iQcRPSaWibiliW\ PakeV Za\ fRU a cRPSaWibiliW\
Zhich iV QRW ZiWhRXW iWV RZQ UiVkV. WiWh iWV cRPSRQeQW Rf
UaQdRPQeVV, a challeQge UeSlaceV a WhUeaW. IW iV baVed RQ a ViWXaWiRQ
² Whe SRVVibiliW\ aQd feaU Rf PaVV deVWUXcWiRQ ² PXch PRUe WhaQ RQ
Whe Zill fRU aQ\WhiQg. IW cRPSUiVeV a YRlaWile UelaWiRQ Rf fRUceV ZiWhiQ
bRXQdaUieV fUaXghW ZiWh daQgeU. We VhRXld QRW iPagiQe iW WR fRllRZ
aQ\ aUchaic PRdel, like VRPe kiQd Rf geQeUali]ed ¶SRWlaWch· Rf
QXcleaU RU cRQYeQWiRQal aUPV; WhaW ZRXld be WRR Wid\ aQd WRR
ViPSle. The challeQge iV PaQ\-Vided, aQd Zill cRQWiQXe WR be VR: iW iV
ecRQRPic, SRliWical, PiliWaU\, cXlWXUal aQd WechQRlRgical. We aUe Zell
aZaUe Rf ZhaW iWV cRQWeQWV aUe: iQdXVWUial gURZWh, aid WR
XQdeUdeYelRSed cRXQWUieV (ZhRVe ZeighW Pa\ Zell SURYe deciViYe)
aQd XQUeVWUaiQed WechQical deYelRSPeQW.

AQd VR challeQge SXWV Whe VRlidiW\ Rf e[iVWiQg VWUXcWXUeV
SeUPaQeQWl\ WR Whe WeVW, aQd aW Whe VaPe WiPe iW WUieV WheiU abiliW\ WR
adaSW WR ciUcXPVWaQceV. WheQ iW iV e[SliciW, challeQge UeVePbleV
iQWiPidaWiRQ; ZheQ iW iV cRYeUW, iW UeVePbleV WRleUaQce aQd
XQdeUVWaQdiQg, aQd WheUefRUe ɻe[ibiliW\.

CaQ WheUe be a challeQge ZiWhRXW PiVWUXVW, i.e., ZiWhRXW feaU? NRW
RfWeQ. AQd if VR, Ze ZRXld call iW aUURgaQce. WheQ challeQge becaPe
geQeUali]ed iW bURXghW PiVWUXVW iQ iWV Zake, aQd WhiV fRVWeUV aQ
iPPeQVe aQd WeUUible XQceUWaiQW\. We haYe leaUQed a lRW fURP Whe
QeZ cRQceSWV iW haV bURXghW XV: Whe XbiTXiW\ Rf UaQdRPQeVV iQ Whe
PRdeUQ ZRUld, Whe iPSRUWaQce Rf WacWicV aQd VWUaWegieV iQ VRcial
¶UealiW\·, eWc. MiVWUXVW deWeUPiQeV a VSeciɹc alieQaWiRQ: iW clRXdV
WhiQgV RYeU, iW cUeaWeV SaQic aQd iW VWXlWiɹeV; aW Whe VaPe WiPe, iW
VWiPXlaWeV eQeUgieV. The cliPaWe Rf challeQge aQd PiVWUXVW iV
SURdigiRXVl\ XSlifWiQg, bXW iW iV aV XQbeaUable aV iW iV VWiPXlaWiQg.
MiVWUXVW alVR deWeUPiQeV a diValieQaWiRQ, Whe YagXe aQgXiVh Zhich
cRPeV ZheQ Ze aUe cRQfURQWed ZiWh Whe iQQXPeUable TXeVWiRQV
UaQdRPQeVV UaiVeV. ¶Wh\ WhiV? Wh\ WhaW?· PeUhaSV ZheQ Whe Qeed
fRU VecXUiW\ becRPeV leVV iPSRUWaQW iW Zill lead WR a PXWaWiRQ iQ
VRcial cRQVciRXVQeVV. WiWh Whe cXUUeQW degUee Rf aQ[ieW\ aQd WeQViRQ,
Whe hXPaQ PiQd becRPeV deWached fURP QaWXUe. IW dePaQdV WhaW Whe
WUaQTXilliW\ Rf QaWXUe aQd Whe UeVWleVVQeVV Rf cXlWXUe be VXSeUVeded.



WRXld WhiV PXWaWiRQ RSeQ Whe Za\ fRU a dePaQd fRU a Uadical
PeWaPRUShRViV Rf Whe eYeU\da\? We caQ RQl\ hRSe VR. If QRW, \eW
aQRWheU failXUe Zill be added WR Whe liVW, aQd iW iV alUead\ PXch WRR
lRQg aV iW iV¬«

FURP Whe VWaUW Rf WheiU cRe[iVWeQce, Whe WZR RSSRViQg ¶UegiPeV· RU
¶V\VWePV· haYe UeacWed RQe agaiQVW Whe RWheU, aQd iQ a YeU\ SURfRXQd
Za\. ThiV iV QRW Whe Slace WR VWXd\ WhiV dialecWical PRYePeQW: Whe
SUeVVXUe Rf RQe ¶V\VWeP· XSRQ aQRWheU aQd Whe Za\ Whe V\VWePV
UeVSRQd WR WhaW SUeVVXUe, ZiWh all Whe UeSeUcXVViRQV aQd
e[aggeUaWiRQV Zhich eQVXe. ThiV iQWeUacWiRQ geWV bURadeU aQd PRUe
iQWeQVe, ZiWh each Vide PaiQWaiQiQg WhaW iW alRQe keeSV all iWV
SURPiVeV (aQd eYeQ RWheU SeRSle·V SURPiVeV, aV VRPeRQe QRWRUiRXVl\
RQce SXW iW) aQd Whe abiliW\ WR fXlɹl PaQkiQd·V aVSiUaWiRQV. IQ WhiV
iQWeUacWiRQ, Whe image of Whe oWher (Whe UeVXlW Rf aQ XQVWable
cRPbiQaWiRQ Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ aQd SURSagaQda) iV alUead\ Sla\iQg aQ
eYeU-iQcUeaViQg aQd cRQWUadicWRU\ URle. IW iV Whe iPage Rf challeQge,
aQ iPage Ze challeQge aQd Zhich Ze PiVWUXVW.

ThXV a ¶ZRUld· RU ¶SlaQeWaU\· XQiW iV XQdeU Za\, cRQWUadicWRUil\,
dialecWicall\, i.e., iQ a Za\ Zhich iV bRWh QeceVVaU\ aQd UaQdRP,
deWeUPiQed aQd aleaWRU\. AV Ze gR be\RQd RXU RZQ SlaQeW, aQd aV
Whe adYeQWXUe Rf VSace RSeQV XS befRUe XV like a chaVP, ¶glRbaliW\·
eQWeUV iQWR Whe dialecWical PRYePeQW Rf PaQ aQd Rf hiVWRU\. BXW
ZhaW Zill WhiV glRbaliW\ be? We haYe QR PeaQV Rf SUedicWiQg iW ZiWh
aQ\ accXUac\. The PRVW Ze caQ dR iV WR dUaZ XS a Wable Rf
SRVVibiliWieV, chaQceV aQd RSWiRQV. A highl\ cRPSle[ iQWeUacWiRQ iV
XQfRldiQg befRUe RXU e\eV, aQd ZiWhiQ XV, RQ Whe PRde Rf challeQge.
IW iV QRW PechaQical, aQd iV fXll Rf UaQdRP elePeQWV. The Za\ WhiV
challeQge ZRUkV iV chaQgiQg. AW ɹUVW iW WXUQed Whe bRXUgeRiVie iQWR
Zild beaVWV (faVciVWV), aQd WheQ ² ZiWhRXW PakiQg iW aQ\ Whe leVV
feURciRXV ² iW VhRRk iW fURP iWV leWhaUg\, aQd, WR a ceUWaiQ e[WeQW,
fURP iWV VWXSidiW\; Whe bRXUgeRiVie WUieV WR Uid iWVelf Rf iWV Rld
MalWhXViaQiVP, WR SlaQ ahead, WR ¶haUPRQi]e· SURdXcWiRQ aQd
cRQVXPSWiRQ; iW VXcceedV WR a ceUWaiQ e[WeQW, bXW ZiWhRXW
WUaQVfRUPiQg Whe fXQdaPeQWal cRQdiWiRQV aQd caWegRUieV Rf
bRXUgeRiV VRcieW\, aQd ZiWhRXW VXSSUeVViQg Whe claVV VWUXggle RU Whe
SURleWaUiaW. IQ Whe RWheU caPS, Whe caSiWaliVW challeQge iQiWiall\



SUeYeQWed Whe VRcialiVW VWaWe fURP ZiWheUiQg aZa\; iW ZaV RQe Rf Whe
caXVeV Rf SWaliQiVP, SeUhaSV Whe PaiQ RQe; WheQ iW VhRRk VRcialiVP
fURP iWV dRgPaWic VlXPbeUV, aQd iW VhRRk XS VWaWe dRcWUiQaiUiVP aQd
cUXde ceQWUali]ed SlaQQiQg; aQd QRZ VRcialiVP iV aW laVW begiQQiQg WR
Wake VRcial QeedV iQWR accRXQW.

We QRZ kQRZ WhaW, iQ WheiU challeQgeV aQd WheiU cRQWUadicWiRQV,
Whe WZR PRdeV Rf SURdXcWiRQ SUeVeQW VRPe ViPilaUiWieV aQd VRPe
cXUiRXV hRPRlRgieV. NRWabl\, RQ bRWh VideV, eYeU\da\ life iV
QeglecWed aQd abaQdRQed WR iWV backZaUdQeVV, iQ Whe USA becaXVe
Rf Whe iQadeTXacieV Rf Whe ¶SXblic VeUYiceV·, aQd iQ Whe USSR becaXVe
Rf Whe SUiRUiW\ giYeQ WR heaY\ iQdXVWU\. OQ RQe Vide, WheUe iV a
deaUWh Rf VWaWiVP, RQ Whe RWheU WheUe iV WRR PXch Rf iW. OQ bRWh VideV
WechQRlRgical alieQaWiRQ haV SURdXced UeVXlWV Zhich aUe iQ PaQ\
UeVSecWV cRPSaUable. The challeQgeV Rf Whe WZR VRciRSRliWical
UegiPeV cRQceUQ Whe VaPe caWegRU\, Whe caWegRU\ Rf eYeU\da\ life.

The UegiPe Zhich caUUieV Whe da\ Zill be Whe RQe Zhich SURdXceV
Whe PRVW ZealWh, Whe PRVW PeaQV fRU acWiRQ, Whe PRVW fUeedRP ² iQ a
ZRUd, Whe PRVW SRVVibiliWieV. Will iW WUiXPSh b\ Whe SleaVXUe iW RʃeUV
PaQkiQd, RU b\ SRZeU RYeU iW? WhR caQ Va\?

ThiV iV Zh\ Ze haYe QRW WakeQ aQ\ RQe idea (Whe idea Rf ¶glRbaliW\·
fRU e[aPSle) WR gXide XV WhURXgh Whe cRPSle[iWieV Rf Whe PRdeUQ
ZRUld aQd iWV SURblePV. OQe idea alRQe ZRXld QRW haYe eQabled XV
WR Pake SUedicWiRQV aQd WR Wake RSWiRQV. TR gXide XV WhURXgh Whe
lab\UiQWhiQe ZRUld Rf challeQge, Ze haYe chRVeQ RQe hXPble aQd
eVVeQWial UeTXiUePeQW: Whe WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ Rf Whe eYeU\da\ WhURXgh
cUiWical kQRZledge Rf iW.

8 Social space, social time

TheUe e[iVW VRcial WiPe RU VRcial WiPe VcaleV Zhich aUe diVWiQcW fURP
biRlRgical, Sh\ViRlRgical aQd Sh\Vical WiPe VcaleV. TheUe iV a VRcial
VSace Zhich iV diVWiQcW fURP geRPeWUic, biRlRgical, geRgUaShic aQd
ecRQRPic VSace. EYeU\da\ VSace diʃeUV fURP geRPeWUic VSace iQ WhaW
iW haV fRXU diPeQViRQV, Zhich aUe iQ a WZR-b\-WZR RSSRViWiRQ:
¶UighW/lefW ² high/lRZ·. SiPilaUl\, eYeU\da\ WiPe haV fRXU diPeQViRQV



Zhich diʃeU fURP diPeQViRQV aV PaWhePaWiciaQV aQd Sh\ViciVWV
ZRXld deɹQe WheP, QaPel\ Whe accRPSliVhed, Whe fRUeVeeQ, Whe
XQceUWaiQ aQd Whe XQfRUeVeeable (RU agaiQ: Whe SaVW, Whe SUeVeQW, Whe
VhRUW-WeUP fXWXUe aQd Whe lRQg-WeUP fXWXUe).

The PRUe deeSl\ Ze aQal\Ve WheP, Whe PRUe VXbWle aQd Whe PRUe
diʃeUeQWiaWed WheVe ideaV becRPe. WiWh UeVSecW WR social space, Ze
Zill diVWiQgXiVh beWZeeQ VXbjecWiYe aVSecWV aQd RbjecWiYe aVSecWV.
SXbjecWiYel\, VRcial VSace iV Whe eQYiURQPeQW Rf Whe gURXS aQd Rf Whe
iQdiYidXal ZiWhiQ Whe gURXS; iW iV Whe hRUi]RQ aW Whe ceQWUe Rf Zhich
Whe\ Slace WhePVelYeV aQd iQ Zhich Whe\ liYe. The e[WeQW Rf WhiV
hRUi]RQ diʃeUV fURP gURXS WR gURXS, accRUdiQg WR WheiU ViWXaWiRQ aQd
WheiU SaUWicXlaU acWiYiWieV. ObjecWiYel\, Whe idea Rf VRcial VSace iV QRW
V\QRQ\PRXV ZiWh Whe cXUUeQWl\ acceSWed idea Rf ¶VRcial PRbiliW\·.
TakeQ iQ iVRlaWiRQ, VRcial PRbiliW\ UePaiQV aQ abVWUacWiRQ; iW iPSlieV
QeWZRUkV aQd chaQQelV Yia Zhich iW iV eVWabliVhed, if iQdeed iW
cRQVWiWXWeV a laVWiQg SheQRPeQRQ. SRcial VSace iV Pade XS Rf a
UelaWiYel\ deQVe fabUic Rf QeWZRUkV aQd chaQQelV. ThiV fabUic iV aQ
iQWegUal SaUW Rf Whe eYeU\da\. We Zill VWXd\ iW laWeU, iQ RXU PRdel Rf
cRPPXQicaWiRQV, ZheUe Ze Zill WU\ WR Vee if Ze caQ giYe a SUeciVe
PeaQiQg WR Whe WeUPV ¶VRcial diVWaQce· aQd ¶VRcial ɹeld·.

AV fRU VRcial WiPe, leW XV ePShaVi]e RQce PRUe Whe diʃeUeQce
beWZeeQ c\clic WiPe VcaleV aQd liQeaU WiPe VcaleV, aQd WheiU
UelaWiYeQeVV. We kQRZ WhaW Whe fRUPeU haYe WheiU RUigiQV RU WheiU
fRXQdaWiRQV iQ QaWXUe; Whe\ aUe cRQQecWed WR SURfRXQd, cRVPic, YiWal
Uh\WhPV. The laWWeU aUe cRQQecWed WR kQRZledge, UeaVRQ aQd
WechQiTXeV; Whe\ cRUUelaWe QRW ZiWh YiWal Uh\WhPV aQd SURceVVeV, bXW
UaWheU ZiWh SURceVVeV Rf ecRQRPic aQd WechQRlRgical gURZWh.

We Zill lRRk clRVel\ aW Whe UeVXlWV Rf Whe iQWeUacWiRQV beWZeeQ
c\clic Uh\WhPV aQd liQeaU (cRQWiQXRXV RU diVcRQWiQXRXV) WiPe VcaleV
iQ Whe eYeU\da\. TheUefRUe Ze Zill be SURSRViQg a Uh\WhPRlRg\ RU a
VRciRlRgical ¶Uh\WhPaQal\ViV·,17 aQd Ze Zill aWWePSW WR diVWiQgXiVh
beWZeeQ SeUiRdiciWieV aQd WR VWXd\ WheiU UelaWiRQV aQd
VXSeUSRViWiRQV, WakiQg eiWheU PaWhePaWical haUPRQic aQal\ViV RU
Sh\ViRlRgical UeVeaUch aV RXU PRdel. MRUeRYeU, each gURXS haV iWV
¶WePSR·, Zhich iV UelaWiYel\ faVW RU VlRZ, aQd Zhich YaUieV beWZeeQ



ZRUk aQd eYeU\da\ life RXWVide ZRUk. IQ WhiV Za\ Ze ZRXld hRSe WR
deYelRS a WheRU\ Rf Whe PXlWiSliciW\ Rf VRcial WiPe VcaleV.18

9 Praxis

We QRZ cRPe WR Whe ViPSleVW caWegRU\, aQd Whe PRVW diɽcXlW WR
elXcidaWe. IW iV Whe PRVW abVWUacW aQd Whe PRVW cRQcUeWe, ViQce iW
aSSlieV bRWh WR Whe eYeU\da\ aQd WR Whe ZhRleQeVV Rf VRcieW\. IW iV
Whe caWegRU\ Rf social pracWice or pra[is.

SiQce MaU[·V eaUl\ ZUiWiQgV (Zhich aUe alVR called ShilRVRShical),
Whe idea Rf pra[is haV beeQ diVWRUWed aQd iPSRYeUiVhed. BefRUe Ze
WU\ WR UeiQVWaWe Whe idea iQ iWV eQWiUeW\ Ze Zill lRRk TXickl\ aW Whe
UeVWUicWiYe Za\V iW haV beeQ iQWeUSUeWed.

Making19 UedXceV VRcial SUacWice WR iQdiYidXal RSeUaWiRQV Rf Whe
aUWiVaQ kiQd RQ a giYeQ PaWeUial Zhich iV UelaWiYel\ Sliable RU
UeViVWaQW. DXUiQg WhiV RSeUaWiRQ, Whe SURdXceU RU cUeaWRU ² SaUW
aUWiVaQ, SaUW aUWiVW ² diVcRYeUV hiPVelf. B\ PeaQV Rf Whe RbjecW, he
UecRgQi]eV hiV ZRUk aQd hiV RZQ abiliWieV. AV he ZRUkV, he fRUPV hiV
RZQ abiliWieV. ThiV iV aV WUXe fRU WUadiWiRQal SRWWeUV aQd ZeaYeUV aV iW
iV fRU SaiQWeUV. WheQ Whe\ Pake VRPeWhiQg, Whe\ alVR Pake
WhePVelYeV.

AW RQe aQd Whe VaPe WiPe, Whe idea Rf making iV QaUURZeU aQd
YagXeU, PRUe deceSWiYel\ SUeciVe aQd PRUe eTXiYRcal WhaQ Whe idea
Rf prodXcWion, Zhich aV \eW iV QRW bURad eQRXgh WR cRYeU Whe idea Rf
SUa[iV cRPSleWel\. IQ VSiWe Rf iWV aSSaUeQW SUeciViRQ, Whe idea Rf
¶PakiQg· iV ZiWhRXW cRQWRXUV. IV Sla\ a ¶PakiQg·? If iW iV, Whe idea caQ
be XVed WR iQclXde ZhaWeYeU RQe ZaQWV. If QRW, iW becRPeV UeVWUicWed
WR SURdXcWiYe ZRUk XSRQ aQ RbjecW, ZRUk Zhich iV Rf a deWeUPiQed
kiQd aQd, PRUeRYeU, VRPeZhaW aQWiTXaWed. AV VRRQ aV Ze fail WR
VWiSXlaWe Whe liPiWV Rf Whe idea aQd Whe fUaPe Rf UefeUeQce iQ Zhich
Ze aUe XViQg iW, iW caQ UeVXlW iQ PiVXVe, QaPel\ deceSWiYe YalXeV. IQ
PRdeUQ iQdXVWUial labRXU, Whe diUecW aQd XQPediaWed cRQWacWV Whe
RSeUaWRU haV ZiWh hiV WRRlV aQd hiV PaWeUial aUe diPiQiVhiQg, aQd
ZiWh aXWRPaWiRQ Whe\ acWXall\ diVaSSeaU. AQ aQal\ViV Rf SUa[iV baVed
XSRQ WhiV idea ZRXld be iQ daQgeU Rf RYeUlRRkiQg PaQ\ facWV. IW lagV



behiQd UealiW\, aQd Whe claUiW\ Zhich cRPeV aV a UeVXlW Rf WhiV lag iV
deceSWiYe. We WhiQk Rf labRXU iQ Whe iQdXVWUial eUa alRQg aUWiVaQ
liQeV, aQd Whe labRXU Rf Whe SUeVeQW eUa ² Whe eUa Rf aXWRPaWiRQ ²
alRQg Whe liQeV Rf ¶claVVic· iQdXVWU\. FUagPeQWed labRXU haV alWeUed
Whe UelaWiRQ beWZeeQ ZRUk aQd life RXWVide ZRUk, aQd aXWRPaWiRQ
haV alWeUed iW eYeQ PRUe. WheQ he ¶PakeV· VRPeWhiQg, Whe iQdiYidXal
iV QR lRQgeU ¶PakiQg· hiPVelf. He iV ¶Pade· iQ a cRPSle[ WRWaliW\ Rf
Zhich ¶PakiQg· iV RQl\ RQe SaUW aQd RQe aVSecW. FRU all WhaW, RQ Whe
Vcale Rf VRcieW\, SURdXcWiRQ aQd SURdXcWiRQ UelaWiRQV UePaiQ
deWeUPiQaQWV. MRUeRYeU, ZheQeYeU WheUe iV a ¶ZRUk·, QR PaWWeU hRZ
PRdeVW ² aQd QRW a ¶SURdXcW· ² Whe YalXe beVWRZed RQ Whe iQdiYidXal
acW b\ Whe ¶PakiQg· UePaiQV Yalid (iQclXdiQg ZheQ iW iV iQ Whe
caUicaWXUal fRUP Rf a hRbb\, RU dR-iW-\RXUVelf).

HeUe aUe VRPe RWheU UeVeUYaWiRQV abRXW Whe idea Rf ¶PakiQg·. IW
dReV QRW helS XV WR SRVe Whe SURbleP Rf iQYeQWiYeQeVV iQ SUacWice,
QRU dReV iW helS XV VRlYe iW. IW WUeaWV Whe WechQiTXe aV WhRXgh iW ZeUe
Whe PaWeUial, aQd WeQdV WR UelegaWe bRWh WR Whe backgURXQd, aV
geQeUal giYeQV Rf all acWiYiWieV Zhich Pake aQ\WhiQg, ZiWhRXW
e[aPiQiQg Whe iPSlicaWiRQV aQd cRQdiWiRQV RU Whe cRQVeTXeQceV aQd
UeVXlWV iQ WhePVelYeV. IQ RUdeU WR giYe PRUe YalXe WR Whe ageQW·V
iQdiYidXal iQiWiaWiYe aQd Vkill, iW ePShaVi]eV Whe ]RQe Rf
iQdeWeUPiQaWiRQ (Whe PaUgiQ Rf fUeedRP) Zhich Whe WechQiTXe aQd
Whe PaWeUial SXW aW hiV diVSRVal. ThiV dReV QRW helS XV WR Pake a
cleaU fRUPXlaWiRQ Rf Whe SURblePV Rf fUeedRP, ZiWh all WheiU
iPSlicaWiRQV, RU Rf Whe SURblePV Rf iQdiYidXalV aQd Rf Whe gURXSV WR
Zhich WhRVe iQdiYidXalV belRQg. AQd ZhaW haSSeQV WR alieQaWiRQ iQ
WhiV VchePaWic?

The QaUURZQeVV Rf Whe Za\ iQ Zhich ePSiUiciVP aQd SUagPaWiVP
iQWeUSUeW Whe idea Rf ¶SUacWice· haV beeQ VWUeVVed VR RfWeQ aQd VR
YigRURXVl\ WhaW iW iV haUdl\ ZRUWh UeiWeUaWiQg. B\ RQl\ cRQVideUiQg
iQdiYidXal SUacWical acWiRQ aQd iWV UeVXlW, b\ UeSlaciQg bUeadWh Rf
WheRUeWical YiViRQ (Zhich Whe\ SUeVeQW aV ViPSle abVWUacWiRQ) b\
SUacWiciVP aQd Whe YXlgaU SUacWical PeQWaliW\, b\ e[WRlliQg VXcceVV aV
Whe cUiWeUiRQ aQd SUiQciSle Rf jXdgePeQW, AQglR-Sa[RQ ePSiUiciVP
aQd SUagPaWiVP eliPiQaWe Whe dUaPa, Whe SURfXQdiW\ aQd Whe
SURblePV fURP iQdiYidXal life aQd fURP VRcial life. The\ haYe SURYed



aWWUacWiYe becaXVe Whe\ aUe ViPSle, i.e., Whe\ ViPSlif\. The\ UeYeal
Whe abVeQce Rf a ShilRVRShical WUadiWiRQ, RU PRUe e[acWl\ Whe abVeQce
Rf aQ eʃecWiYe WUadiWiRQ Zhich haV SeQeWUaWed cXlWXUe. If Whe\ ZeUe
able WR VSUead WheiU ideaV iW ZaV WhaQkV WR Whe gUeaW cUiViV Rf
ShilRVRSh\, ZheQ Whe ZiWheUiQg aZa\, Whe VXSeUVeVViRQ aQd Whe
abVeQce Rf ShilRVRSh\ all becaPe PeUged iQ aQ iQe[WUicable
cRQfXViRQ. The iPage Rf SUa[iV Whe\ SUeVeQW iV all Whe PRUe falVe fRU
beiQg PRUe ¶UealiVWic·, PRUe SUeciVe aQd PRUe iQ liQe ZiWh Whe
e[SeUieQce Rf fUagPeQWaWiRQ. The\ haYe eYeQ cRQWaPiQaWed MaU[iVW
WhRXghW.

AgaiQVW AQglR-Sa[RQ SUagPaWiVP aQd iWV aSRlRgia WR VXcceVV,
VeYeUal ShilRVRSheUV ² ZiWh liWWle aZaUeQeVV Rf Whe ViWXaWiRQ RU Rf Whe
URle Whe\ aUe Sla\iQg ² haYe Pade a YiUWXe RXW Rf failXUe. The\ haYe
UehabiliWaWed dUaPa aQd Whe WUagic, bXW e[ceVViYel\ VR: RQl\ failXUe
haV aQ\ PeaQiQg, ViQce VXcceVV RU YicWRU\ ViPSl\ dePRQVWUaWeV Whe
SlaWiWXde Rf Whe iQWeQWiRQV aQd Whe gRalV Zhich iQVSiUed WheP. SR
WRda\ Whe deUiVRU\ VRciRlRgical aSRlRgia WR VXcceVV iV cRXQWeUed b\
Whe QR-leVV-deUiVRU\ idea WhaW hXPaQiW\ RQl\ VeWV iWVelf iQVRlXble
SURblePV, WhaW PeQ Sla\ WR lRVe, aQd WhaW Whe PagQiWXde Rf Whe aiPV
aQd Whe SURfXQdiW\ Rf Whe gRalV aUe PeaVXUed b\ Whe e[WeQW WR Zhich
Whe\ fail. We aUe QRZ leaYiQg WhiV dilePPa behiQd XV.

PUagPaWiVP diVUegaUdV Whe facW WhaW deciViRQV aUe baVed RQ lRgic
aQd WhaW acWiRQV aUe dialecWical. IW diVUegaUdV Whe WheRU\ Rf chRiceV,
SRVVibiliWieV aQd UiVkV. IW eliPiQaWeV cRQcUeWe SURblePaWicV: cRQɻicWV,
cRQWUadicWiRQV, RSeQiQgV. IW WhiQkV Rf SUa[iV QRW aV VRPeWhiQg
cRQcealiQg a cRPSle[iW\ Rf PRYePeQWV, bXW aV a cRld, Qaked cRQceSW
Rf Whe Ueal, ZiWh Whe deQViW\ Rf a VWRQe. The aWheRUeWical cRQceSWiRQ
Rf hXPaQ acWiYiW\ gReV haQd-iQ-haQd ZiWh a fXQcWiRQaliVW cRQceSWiRQ
Rf Whe Ueal. EPShaVi]iQg RQe VSeciɹc fRUPaQW Rf acWiYiW\ ²
WechQRlRg\ ² Whe WUaQViWiRQ WR a WechQRcUaWic SRViWiYiVP Zhich
cRQVideUV iWVelf WR be bURad, deeS aQd Rf cRXUVe ¶UealiVWic· iV eaV\.

AQ aQalRgRXV UeVWUicWiRQ haV RccXUUed iQ dRgPaWic MaU[iVW
WhRXghW, iQ WaQdeP ZiWh ViPilaU diYiViRQV. UViQg a diʃeUeQW
WeUPiQRlRg\, VSeciɹc VideV Rf SUa[iV haYe beeQ ePShaVi]ed VXch aV
SURdXcWiYe labRXU, Whe acWiRQ Rf PaQ RQ e[WeUQal QaWXUe, aQd PaWWeU
aV Whe RbjecW Rf Whe acWiYiW\ Zhich SUecedeV cRQVciRXV acWiYiW\. ISVR



facWR WheUe iV eTXall\ a WeQdeQc\ WR giYe YalXe WR WechQRlRg\,
SURdXcWiYiW\ aQd VXcceVV. We jXPS fURP SURdXcWiYe labRXU,
ideQWiɹed ZiWh SUa[iV, WR VRPe RWheU aVSecW (Whe SlaQQiQg Rf
SURdXcWiYe labRXU, SRliWical SUacWice, Whe SUacWice Rf Whe VWaWe RU Rf
Whe SaUW\) ZiWhRXW ZRUU\iQg WRR PXch abRXW SieciQg WheVe PXlWiSle
fUagPeQWV back WRgeWheU agaiQ. HeQce aQ ideRlRgical cRQfXViRQ
Zhich PakeV iW SRVVible WR WUaQVfeU Whe UaWheU YagXe TXaliW\
aWWUibXWed WR SUa[iV iQ geQeUal WR a deWeUPiQed (SRliWical) SUacWice:
Whe abiliW\ WR achieYe gRRd UeVXlWV fURP aQ acWiRQ, cRQWURl RYeU
VSRQWaQeRXV RU XQZiWWiQg SURceVVeV, WechQRlRg\, kQRZledge, aQd
cRQWURl RYeU Whe fRUceV Rf QaWXUe. ThiV ideRlRg\ dReV aZa\ ZiWh Whe
Qeed fRU a VWUicWl\ SRliWical WheRU\ Zhich ZRXld deVcUibe aQd aQal\Ve
Whe PeaQV Rf VWaWe SRZeU aQd Whe VRXUceV Rf VSeciɹcall\ SRliWical
acWiRQ: aSSaUaWXVeV, SURSagaQda, PeWhRdV Rf diUecWiRQ aQd
cRPPaQd, WechQiTXeV Rf diVWUibXWiRQ aQd cRQVWUaiQW, iQ VhRUW, Whe
SeQeWUaWiRQ Rf glRbaliW\ aQd VWaWiVP, aQd Whe PaUked VeSaUaWiRQ
beWZeeQ WheP, iQWR Whe eYeU\da\.

IQ WeUPV Rf iWV iQabiliW\ WR aQal\Ve aQd iWV hRVWiliW\ WR kQRZledge,
VR-called MaU[iVW SUacWiciVP iV jXVW aV bad aV SUagPaWiVP. IWV idea Rf
SUa[iV iV jXVW aV bliQkeUed aQd jXVW aV RbVcXUaQWiVW. IW VideVWeSV Whe
iVVXe b\ SUeVeQWiQg iWV RZQ ¶SUa[iV· aV aQ ideRlRgical (ShilRVRShical)
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ UaWheU WhaQ reɻecWing iWV WUXWh iQ a cUiWical faVhiRQ.
DRgPaWiVP haV beeQ able WR SUeVeQW Whe WRWal libeUaWiRQ Rf PaQkiQd
aQd Whe blRVVRPiQg Rf iWV fUeedRP aV haYiQg beeQ accRPSliVhed, bXW
iW haV dRQe VR ZiWhiQ a fUaPeZRUk Zhich iQ facW PakeV WhiV
iPSRVVible: VWaWiVP, Whe UeTXiUePeQWV Rf SUiPiWiYe accXPXlaWiRQ,
diVVaWiVfacWiRQ, aQd Whe UeVWUicWiRQ Rf QeedV aQd SleaVXUeV. B\ diQW Rf
VWUeVViQg VSeciɹc aVSecWV Rf SUa[iV, RU ideRlRg\ (aQd QRWabl\ PaWWeU
aQd ShilRVRShical PaWeUialiVP), iW haV VXcceeded bURadl\ iQ blXUUiQg
aQd SaUeQWheVi]iQg RWheU aVSecWV, aQd iQ e[clXdiQg WheP fURP Whe
idea Rf VRcialiVP: QRWabl\ eYeU\WhiQg cRQceUQiQg eYeU\da\ life.

AfWeU VXch a leQgWh\ aQd eʃecWiYe RbliWeUaWiRQ, RQl\ b\ PakiQg a
cRQVideUable eʃRUW Zill Ze be able WR UeiQVWaWe Whe idea Rf pra[is iQ
iWV eQWiUeW\.

The acWiRQ Rf VRcial PaQ RQ QaWXUe (Whe RXWVide ZRUld) iV RQl\ RQe
aVSecW Rf SUa[iV, bXW iW iV alUead\ a cRPSle[ RQe, ViQce ZheQ Ze



aQal\Ve iW Ze ɹQd a laUge QXPbeU Rf fRUPaQWV: WechQiTXeV (WRRlV aQd
kQRZledge), QaWXUal fRUceV, UeVRXUceV aQd UaZ PaWeUialV, Whe
RUgaQi]aWiRQ aQd diYiViRQ Rf labRXU (Whe social diYiViRQ aQd Whe
Wechnical diYiViRQ Rf labRXU aUe QRW Whe VaPe WhiQg, SaUWicXlaUl\ iQ
caSiWaliVW VRcieW\), eWc.

The UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ hXPaQ beiQgV ² gURXSV aQd iQdiYidXalV ²
aUe RbYiRXVl\ SaUW Rf SUa[iV. AcWiRQ XSRQ QaWXUe (SURdXcWiYe fRUceV)
iPSlieV VRcial UelaWiRQV (SURdXcWiRQ UelaWiRQV) aQd e[SlaiQV WheP, XS
WR a SRiQW. CRQYeUVel\, VRcial UelaWiRQV caQQRW be eVWabliVhed RU
cRQceiYed Rf RXWVide acWiRQ XSRQ QaWXUe (SURdXcWiYe fRUceV). SRcial
gURXSV, aQd QRWabl\ claVVeV, aUe ViPXlWaQeRXVl\ SURdXcWiYe fRUceV
aQd VRcial fRUceV. HRZeYeU, VRcial UelaWiRQV aQd SURdXcWiRQ UelaWiRQV
aUe QRW Whe VaPe WhiQg, aQd SUa[iV caQQRW be deɹQed
cRPSUeheQViYel\ eiWheU aV a VXP WRWal RU aV aQ iQWeUacWiRQ:
¶SURdXcWiYe fRUceV/SURdXcWiRQ UelaWiRQV·. ThiV UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ
feWiVhi]eV ecRQRP\. IW eQdV XS aV a ViPSliVWic SURdXcWiYiVP, aV
SeUfXQcWRU\ aV Whe fXQcWiRQaliVP Ze haYe alUead\ UefXWed: a
SURdXcWiYiVP Rf PaWeUial SURdXcWiRQ. IW fRUgeWV RU UefXVeV WR liVWeQ WR
MaU[·V aUgXPeQW agaiQVW AdaP SPiWh·V bRXUgeRiV SURdXcWiYiVP,
Zhich UeceQW ecRQRPiVWV aQd VRciRlRgiVWV haYe WakeQ XS agaiQ iQ Whe
ɹghW agaiQVW YXlgaUi]ed MaU[iVP: all VRcieWieV cRPSUiVe aQd iPSl\ a
QRQ-PaWeUial aQd \eW SUacWicall\ cUeaWiYe SURdXcWiRQ, QaPel\ Whe
YaUiRXV ¶VeUYiceV·. NRZ WheVe VeUYiceV aUe ZRYeQ iQWR Whe We[WXUe Rf
VRcial UelaWiRQV, SURdXcWiRQ UelaWiRQV aQd SURSeUW\ UelaWiRQV. The\
Pake WheP PRUe cRPSle[. The\ UeSUeVeQW VRcial QeedV generall\ aQd
Whe speciɹc VRcial QeedV Zhich haYe beeQ acceSWed aQd cRQWURlled.
The\ helS WR aUWicXlaWe SURdXcWiRQ aQd cRQVXPSWiRQ iQ Whe eYeU\da\
(ZheWheU iW be diVWUibXWiRQ, WUaQVSRUW, healWh aQd PediciQe,
edXcaWiRQ aQd WUaiQiQg, leiVXUe acWiYiWieV, adYeUWiViQg, VSeciɹcall\
cXlWXUal ZRUkV, eWc.). AlWhRXgh ViPSle aQd XQPediaWed iQ
aSSeaUaQce, eYeU\da\ life UeYealV RQ aQal\ViV Whe SUeVeQce Rf a
UaQge Rf eʃecWiYe UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV, V\PbRlV, UegXlaWiRQV, cRQWURlV,
PRdelV aQd QRUPV (ideRlRgieV aQd ¶VXSeUVWUXcWXUeV·) Zhich
iQWeUYeQe aQd PediaWe iW. CRQYeUVel\, WheVe PXlWiSle PediaWiRQV Rf
eYeU\da\ life Wake RQ aQ XQPediaWed e[iVWeQce ZiWhiQ iW, albeiW



XQeYeQl\. MediaWiRQV Rf Whe eYeU\da\ dR QRW all iQWeUYeQe
ViPXlWaQeRXVl\.

PUa[iV UeYealV aQ e[WUePe cRPSle[iW\ RQ YeU\ YaUied leYels: fURP
Whe biRSh\ViRlRgical leYel, Zhich cRPSUiVeV UelaWiRQV ZiWh QaWXUe
RWheU WhaQ WhaW Rf PaWeUial SURdXcWiRQ VWUicWl\ VSeakiQg (aV PXch
ZiWhiQ Whe faPil\ aV iQ Whe Yillage, Whe WRZQ RU Whe QaWiRQ), WR Whe
abVWUacW aQd fRUPal leYel Rf V\PbRlV, cXlWXUe, UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV aQd
ideRlRgieV. The VR-called ¶VXSeUVWUXcWXUal· elePeQWV aQd fRUPaQWV
UeacW RQ Whe ¶baVe·. ThiV claVVic SRVWXlaWe Rf MaU[iVW WheRU\ Zill be
iQcRPSUeheQVible if Ze fail WR SeUceiYe WhaW WheUe iV a leYel iQ SUa[iV
Zhich iV UelaWiYel\ diVWiQcW aQd PaUked SeU Ve, Whe leYel Rf eYeU\da\
life. S\PbRlV aQd UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV UeacW ɹUVW aQd fRUePRVW RQ
XQPediaWed UelaWiRQV, beWZeeQ Zhich Whe\ iQWeUYeQe aV PediaWiRQV:
Whe aSSaUeQWl\ diUecW UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ SeUVRQV aQd WhiQgV (gRRdV)
Zhich aUe SUeciVel\ ZhaW Whe eYeU\da\, aV Zell aV Whe aSSaUeQWl\
ViPSle PRdaliWieV Rf VRcial cRQVciRXVQeVV, iV Pade XS Rf.

BXW SUa[iV alVR UeYealV iWVelf aV a WRWaliW\. We ZRXld PaiQWaiQ WhaW
Whe idea Rf WRWaliW\ deUiYeV fURP SUa[iV. HRZeYeU, WhiV WRWaliW\ QeYeU
aSSeaUV WR be RWheU WhaQ fUagPeQWaU\, cRQWUadicWRU\, aQd cRPSRVed
Rf leYelV, Rf cRQWUadicWiRQV RQ diʃeUiQg leYelV, aQd Rf SaUWial
WRWaliWieV. HRZ dR Ze Ueach WRWaliW\, i.e., VRcieW\ iWVelf, fURP ZiWhiQ?
PUeciVel\, Yia WheVe SaUWial WRWaliWieV aQd leYelV Zhich cURVV-UefeU WR
each RWheU, aQd Yia WheVe fUagPeQWV Zhich SUeVXSSRVe a ZhRle aQd
Zhich QeceVViWaWe Whe cRQceSW Rf a ZhRle Rf Zhich Whe\ aUe Whe
eYideQce aQd Whe elePeQWV, bXW QRW Whe eQWiUeW\. FUagPeQWed iQ RQe
VeQVe bXW alUead\ WRWal iQ aQRWheU, eYeU\ acW Rf WhRXghW RU VRcial
eʃecWiYeQeVV UefeUV WR Whe WRWaliW\ Yia Whe RWheU leYelV. IW UeYealV a
WRWal SUa[iV, aQd SRiQWV Whe Za\ WRZaUdV iW. OQl\ b\ UeVWRUiQg WhiV
PRbile aQd cRQWUadicWRU\ (dialecWical) SURfXQdiW\ WR SUa[iV Zill Ze
be able WR XQdeUVWaQd aQd UeiQVWaWe ceUWaiQ Rf MaU[·V faPRXV
SRVWXlaWeV. SRcial life, Whe life Rf VRcieW\ aQd Rf Whe iQdiYidXal, iV iQ
iWV eVVeQce VRcial SUacWice: SUa[iV. PURdXcWiRQ SURdXceV PaQ. SR-
called ¶ZRUld hiVWRU\· RU ¶Whe hiVWRU\ Rf Whe ZRUld· iV QRWhiQg bXW Whe
hiVWRU\ Rf PaQ SURdXciQg hiPVelf, Rf PaQ SURdXciQg bRWh Whe
hXPaQ ZRUld aQd Whe RWheU PaQ, Whe (alieQaWed) PaQ Rf RWheUQeVV,
aQd hiV Velf (hiV Velf-cRQVciRXVQeVV).



ThiV iV aQ ideal SRiQW aW Zhich WR SURWeVW RQce PRUe agaiQVW Whe
ideRlRgical RSeUaWiRQ Zhich UedXceV SUa[iV WR SURdXcWiRQ, aQd
SURdXcWiRQ iWVelf WR ecRQRPic (PaWeUial) SURdXcWiRQ. PUa[iV
eQcRPSaVVeV bRWh PaWeUial SURdXcWiRQ aQd ¶VSiUiWXal· SURdXcWiRQ,
Whe SURdXcWiRQ Rf PeaQV aQd Whe SURdXcWiRQ Rf eQdV, Rf iPSlePeQWV,
Rf gRRdV aQd Rf QeedV. TR SURdXce aQd WR UeSURdXce iV QRW ViPSl\ WR
caVW a ceUWaiQ QXPbeU Rf SURdXced RbjecWV (iPSlePeQWV Rf
SURdXcWiRQ RU cRQVXPeU gRRdV) iQWR diVWUibXWiRQ, e[chaQge aQd
cRQVXPSWiRQ, RU alWeUQaWiYel\ WR iQYeVW RU accXPXlaWe WheP. IW iV
alVR WR SURdXce aQd WR SURdXce agaiQ Whe PXlWiSle social relaWions
Zhich eQable SURdXcWiRQ aQd Whe appropriaWion Rf gRRdV (aQd Zhich
alVR liPiW RU hiQdeU WheP).

IQ WhiV Za\, aQd iQ WhiV Za\ RQl\, dR Ze becRPe aZaUe Rf Whe
cRheUeQce Rf a deWeUPiQed VRcieW\ (iWV VWUXcWXUeV), aQd Rf Whe
iQcRheUeQceV Zhich Whe cRheUeQW VWUXcWXUe dRPiQaWeV aQd
VXbjXgaWeV XQWil VXch WiPe aV iW diViQWegUaWeV. TR deWach Whe
SURdXcWiYe fRUceV fURP acWiRQ RQ PaWeUial QaWXUe, RU PRUe geQeUall\
WR ViQgle RXW ceUWaiQ caWegRUieV fURP SUa[iV b\ giYiQg WheP a
SUiYileged VWaWXV, WR cRQVideU ceUWaiQ RbjecWV VeSaUaWel\ aQd WR WXUQ
WheP iQWR feWiVheV (cRPPRdiWieV, fRU e[aPSle, RU PRQe\) ² WheVe aUe
SUeciVel\ Whe SURcedXUeV Zhich MaU[iVW cUiWiTXe UefXWeV. AQd WhiV iV
hRZ Whe fRXQdaWiRQ Rf all cUiWical WhRXghW, iQclXdiQg cUiWiTXe Rf
UeligiRQ, cUiWiTXe Rf ShilRVRSh\ aQd cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life,
becRPeV PaQifeVW.

IQ SURdXcWiRQ, iW iV QRW RQl\ SURdXcWV Zhich aUe SURdXced aQd
UeSURdXced, bXW alVR VRcial gURXSV aQd WheiU UelaWiRQV aQd elePeQWV;
PePbeUV, gRRdV aQd RbjecWV diVaSSeaU Zhile gURXSV SeUViVW RU
cUXPble aZa\, UePaiQiQg acWiYe, Sla\iQg WheiU gaPeV aQd
deYelRSiQg WheiU WacWicV aQd VWUaWegieV. BeQeaWh aQ aSSaUeQW
iPPRbiliW\, aQal\ViV diVcRYeUV a hiddeQ PRbiliW\. BeQeaWh WhiV
VXSeUɹcial PRbiliW\, iW diVcRYeUV VWabiliWieV, Velf-UegXlaWiRQV,
VWUXcWXUeV aQd facWRUV Rf balaQce. BeQeaWh Whe RYeUall XQiW\, iW
XQcRYeUV diYeUViWieV, aQd beQeaWh Whe PXlWiSliciW\ Rf aSSeaUaQceV iW
ɹQdV a WRWaliW\. AQal\ViV PXVW PaiQWaiQ WheVe WZR VRciRlRgical
aVSecWV (iQceVVaQW chaQge, Whe diVaSSeaUaQce Rf elePeQWV, QaVceQW



cRQjXQcWXUeV ² Whe VWUXcWXUiQg Rf Whe ZhRle, UelaWiYe VWabiliW\) aQd
gUaVS WheP iQ Whe ZhRleQeVV Rf a ViQgle hiVWRU\.

PUa[iV SURdXceV Whe hXPaQ ¶ZRUld·, RXU ZRUld, Whe ZRUld Rf
RbjecWV aQd gRRdV, Whe ZRUld RXU VeQVeV SeUceiYe aQd Zhich
WheUefRUe VeePV a gifW Rf QaWXUe WR Whe RUgaQV aQd bRd\ Rf aQ
iQdiYidXal. The e[SUeVViRQ ¶RXWVide ZRUld· iV deceSWiYe. IW gURXSV
WRgeWheU Whings (e.g., a Sebble), objecWs (e.g., a hRXVe), prodXcWs (e.g.,
a SeQcil) aQd Zorks (e.g., a SaiQWiQg). ThURXgh Whe PediaWiRQ Rf
laQgXage, Whe RXWVide ZRUld ¶iV· alVR Whe iQQeU ZRUld Zhich
UeSURdXceV Whe hXPaQ ZRUld Rf RbjecWV, SURdXcWV aQd ZRUkV b\
PeaQV Rf YeUbal VWUXcWXUeV. (IQdiYidXal) cRQVciRXVQeVV ¶UeɻecWV· a
ZRUld Zhich VeePV e[WeUQal aQd Zhich VRcial SUa[iV haV cUeaWed. US
WR a ceUWaiQ SRiQW (bXW WhiV deWeUPiQaWiRQ dReV QRW e[haXVW iW) WhiV
cRQVciRXVQeVV caQ be deɹQed aV Whe Slace ² Whe ɹeld ² ZheUe
VigQiɹcaWiRQV aQd V\PbRliVPV lefW b\ SUa[iV iQ Whe ZRUld Rf RbjecWV
cRPe WRgeWheU.

We PXVW diVWiQgXiVh beWZeeQ UeSeWiWiYe SUa[iV aQd iQYeQWiYe
SUa[iV. ThiV diVWiQcWiRQ iV eVVeQWial if Ze aUe WR Pake Whe idea Rf
SUa[iV PRUe dialecWicall\ SURfRXQd, aQd UeiQVWaWe iW iQ iWV eQWiUeW\.
ReSeWiWiRQ Sla\V a cRQVideUable URle RQ eYeU\ leYel. SRRQeU RU laWeU
SURdXcWiYe aQd WechQical acWiRQV eQd XS aV UeiWeUaWed geVWXUeV, aQd
WhiV iV aQ iPSRUWaQW if QRW eVVeQWial aVSecW Rf labRXU. AV fRU
RSeUaWiRQV eQWUXVWed WR PaWeUial deYiceV (VXch aV WRRlV aQd
PachiQeV), Whe\ alZa\V iQYRlYe PaQ\ WR-aQd-fUR PRYePeQWV:
RVcillaWiRQV, URWaWiRQV, alWeUQaWiRQV. AV MaU[ SRiQWed RXW befRUe RXU
cRQWePSRUaU\ ecRQRPiVWV aQd VRciRlRgiVWV did, SURdXcWV SeU Ve diʃeU
fURP ZRUkV aQd QaWXUal RbjecWV b\ WheiU caSaciW\ fRU XQliPiWed
SURdXcWiRQ. We kQRZ WhaW a laUge SaUW Rf eYeU\da\ life iV Pade XS Rf
VWeUeRW\Sed aQd UeSeaWed acWiRQV. ThiV UeSeWiWiYe SUa[iV keeSV Whe
hXPaQ ZRUld gRiQg, aQd helSV WR SURdXce iW RYeU aQd RYeU agaiQ. IW
XQdeUlieV Whe hXPaQ ZRUld aQd cRQVWiWXWeV iWV VWabiliW\. IV iW
iQWUiQVicall\ alieQaWiQg? NR. IW Zill RQl\ alieQaWe iQ deɹQable
cRQdiWiRQV aQd ViWXaWiRQV: ZheQ ¶VRPeWhiQg elVe· becRPeV SRVVible.

HRZeYeU, Ze VhRXld QRW VeSaUaWe UeSeWiWiYe SUa[iV fURP cUeaWiYe
SUa[iV. TheUe aUe VeYeUal W\SeV Rf UeSeWiWiRQ, aQd Ze Zill haYe caXVe
WR e[aPiQe WheiU diʃeUeQceV aW a laWeU VWage. The VWeUeRW\Sed,



PechaQical UeSeWiWiRQ Rf geVWXUeV aQd VigQalV diʃeUV fURP Whe
Uh\WhPed aQd SeUiRdic VWaUWiQg aQd UeVWaUWiQg Zhich chaUacWeUi]eV
YiWal acWiYiWieV. LeW XV UePePbeU WhaW iQ PaWhePaWicV UeSeWiWiRQV Rf
fRUPal RSeUaWiRQV (VXch aV addiQg RU VXbWUacWiQg aQ elePeQW fURP a
VeW) ² iWeUaWiRQ aQd UeiWeUaWiRQ ² aUe fXQdaPeQWal aQd SURdigiRXVl\
cUeaWiYe acWV.

TheUefRUe Ze caQ e[SecW WR ɹQd WUaQViWiRQV aQd PediaWiRQV
beWZeeQ Whe UeSeWiWiYe aQd Whe cUeaWiYe. ThiV iV Zh\ Ze did QRW
WhiQk iW SRVVible WR deɹQe Whe eYeU\da\ b\ Whe UeSeWiWiYe alRQe, bXW
UaWheU aV Whe Slace ZheUe UeSeWiWiRQ aQd cUeaWiYiW\ PeeW aQd
cRQfURQW each RWheU. SRcial SUa[iV caQQRW be cRQɹQed WR VXSSRUWiQg,
PaiQWaiQiQg aQd UeSURdXciQg. IQ RXU aUgXPeQWV Ze haYe WUied WR
dePRQVWUaWe Whe UelaWiYe chaUacWeU Rf VWUXcWXUeV, VWabiliWieV,
cRQVWaQWV aQd balaQceV. PUa[iV iV QRW cRQɹQed WR Whe eYeU\da\, QRU iV
Whe eYeU\da\ cRQɹQed WR a PechaQical aQd XQliPiWed
UecRPPeQcePeQW Rf Whe VaPe geVWXUeV aQd RSeUaWiRQV. ReSeWiWiYe
SUacWice iV QeceVVaU\, bXW iW iV QRW eQRXgh SeU Ve. IW QeYeU aWWaiQV Whe
deɹQiWiYe, aXWRPaWic balaQce, a balaQce ZiWhRXW cRQWUadicWiRQV. ThiV
ZRXld be Whe VXSUePe alieQaWiRQ. IW iV Whe ¶baVe· Rf Whe iQYeQWiYeQeVV
Zhich XQdeUPiQeV aQd PRdiɹeV iW. PUa[iV iV cUeaWiYe. OQ Whe
fURQWieUV Rf iQYeQWiYeQeVV, Ze VeQVe Whe cRPiQg Rf acWV Zhich diVUXSW
SUa[iV aQd WUaQVfRUP Whe eYeU\da\: UeYRlXWiRQV, WRWal SheQRPeQa
Zhich iQWURdXce a PXlWiSliciW\ Rf SRVVibiliWieV Zhich Whe XQfRldiQg Rf
hiVWRU\ VWUiYeV XQVXcceVVfXll\ WR e[haXVW¬«

OWheU leVV gaUiVh aQd VWUideQW fRUPV Rf cUeaWiYiW\ aUe PXch PRUe
hXPble. CUeaWiYiW\ iV QRW RQl\ SURdXced RXWVide Whe eYeU\da\, RQ
Whe higheU SlaQe Rf UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV aQd V\PbRliVPV. AW ɹUVW
cRPPeQcePeQW aQd UecRPPeQcePeQW aUe iQdiVWiQgXiVhable, aQd
WheiU diʃeUeQce RQl\ becRPeV aSSaUeQW afWeU WiPe, aQd aV a
cRQVeTXeQce Rf iW. We ZRXld gR VR faU aV WR Va\ WhaW all
iQYeQWiYeQeVV iV bRUQ fURP Whe eYeU\da\, aQd iV cRQɹUPed ZiWhiQ iW.
WheUe aQd hRZ iV Whe acW Rf cUeaWiYiW\ accRPSliVhed? We kQRZ WhaW
iQ WeUPV Rf Whe QRUPV aQd UeceiYed fUaPeV Rf UefeUeQce Zhich
gRYeUQ higheU acWiYiWieV iW iV RfWeQ PaUgiQal, bi]aUUe aQd deYiaQW. IWV
cUeaWiYiW\ iV RQl\ aSSaUeQW laWeU, iQ ZhaW fRllRZV. The iQYeQWiYe
acWiRQ iV RfWeQ ViPilaU WR gaPbliQg: iW cRPSUiVeV a ZageU aQd a UiVk



Rf lRVV. The hiVWRU\ Rf Whe VcieQceV SURYeV WheVe aVVeUWiRQV aV PXch
aV Whe hiVWRU\ Rf aUW aQd Rf SRliWical dRcWUiQeV dR. IQ RXU RSiQiRQ, Whe
PRVW iQYeQWiYe SeRSle aUe iQdiYidXalV ZhR aUe QRW iVRlaWed, bXW ZhR
haYe Whe backiQg Rf VPall gURXSV. CeUWaiQl\ laUge-Vcale gURXSV aQd
VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle aUe eVVeQWial iQ RʃeUiQg Whe QeceVVaU\ if
iQadeTXaWe cRQdiWiRQV fRU iQYeQWiYe SUacWice. IQdiYidXalV iQ VPall
gURXSV achieYe ZhaW SUa[iV PakeV SRVVible, RQ a cRPSUeheQViYe
Vcale. IQYeQWiYeQeVV PakeV iWV Za\ fURP PediaWiRQ WR PediaWiRQ
WhURXgh SRQdeURXV UeSeWiWiRQ, WhURXgh Whe VWiPXlaWiRQV Rf cRQɻicWV
aQd Whe eQWicePeQWV aQd iQWeUdicWiRQV Rf VRcial YalXeV aQd cRQWURlV.
CRXld QRW iQYeQWiYeQeVV ² RU Whe VeedV Rf iQYeQWiYeQeVV ² be a
SURdXcW Rf Whe liPiWed aQd daUiQg SUa[iV Rf VPall-Vcale gURXSV: VecWV,
VecUeW VRcieWieV, SRliWical SaUWieV, elecWiYe gURXSV, labRUaWRUieV,
WheaWUical WURXSeV, eWc.?

OXU aQal\ViV leadV XV WR iQWURdXce a PXlWiSliciW\ Rf diʃeUeQceV,
leYelV aQd SaUWial WRWaliWieV iQWR Whe idea Rf SUa[iV, bXW ZiWhRXW
abaQdRQiQg Whe idea iWVelf. We Zill diVWiQgXiVh beWZeeQ Whe
fRllRZiQg:

a) ToWal reYolXWionar\ pra[is, Whe SUa[iV MaU[ dealW ZiWh iQ hiV VR-
called ShilRVRShical ZUiWiQgV (Zhich cRQWaiQ a Uadical cUiWiTXe Rf
ShilRVRSh\ Zhile SeUSeWXaWiQg WUadiWiRQal ShilRVRSh\). TRWal
UeYRlXWiRQaU\ SUa[iV ZRXld RYeUWXUQ ZhaW e[iVWV fURP WRS WR bRWWRP.
IW ZRXld bUiQg aQ eQd WR alieQaWiRQ iQ RQe WRWal hiVWRUical acW. IW
ZRXld UeYeal cRQWUadicWiRQV, aQd WheQ iW ZRXld UeVRlYe WheP. IW
ZRXld RYeUcRPe VciVViRQV aQd VeSaUaWiRQV, ɹUVW aQd fRUePRVW WhRVe
beWZeeQ beiQg aQd Whinking (cRQVciRXVQeVV), Whe priYaWe (Whe
eYeU\da\) aQd Whe pXblic (Whe VWaWe, SRliWicV), need aQd desire, aQd
naWXre aQd cXlWXre, eWc. IW iPSlieV Whe VXSeUVeVViRQ Rf ShilRVRSh\ aQd
iWV fXlɹlPeQW, aV Zell aV Whe ZiWheUiQg aZa\ Rf Whe VWaWe.

TRda\ Whe idea Rf WRWal UeYRlXWiRQaU\ SUa[iV VeePV UWRSiaQ. AQd
iQdeed iW iV. IQ VR faU aV all ShilRVRSh\ haV (diUecWl\ RU iQdiUecWl\)
SUeVeQWed VRPe kiQd Rf half-aZaUe UWRSia, aQd iQ VR faU aV UWRSia
VWiPXlaWeV acWiRQ b\ achieYiQg iWVelf WhURXgh a VXcceVViRQ Rf
aSSUR[iPaWiRQV, Ze Zill UeWaiQ Whe idea, aQd Ze Zill eYeQ
fRUegURXQd iW. WhaWeYeU aSSeaUV aV a UWRSia alVR aSSeaUV aV aQ Idea.
The idea Rf WoWal pra[is iV QRWhiQg RWheU WhaQ Whe idea Rf reYolXWion.



WheQ Ze iQWURdXced Whe idea Rf a PeWaPRUShRViV Rf Whe eYeU\da\
Ze VWUeVVed Whe WZRfRld chaUacWeU Rf WhiV SURgUaPPe: iW iV bRWh
UWRSiaQ aQd UealiVW. ChaQgiQg Whe ZRUld UaWheU WhaQ iQWeUSUeWiQg iW
PeaQV QRW RQl\ chaQgiQg Whe RXWVide ZRUld bXW, abRYe all, chaQgiQg
Whe eYeU\da\. ThiV WRWal SUa[iV becRPeV SRVVible aV VRRQ aV iW iV
WhRXghW, aQd becaXVe iW iV WhRXghW. HRZeYeU, giYeQ Whe Ueal
cRQdiWiRQV (SURdXcWiRQ UelaWiRQV, aQd Whe hiVWRUical aQd SRliWical
cRQjXQcWXUe), iW iV QRW SRVVible. We UeWXUQ WR MaU[·V idea Rf a
dialecWical XQiW cRPSUiViQg Whe VXSUePe UWRSia aQd Whe VXSUePel\
Ueal. WRXld QRW Whe idea Rf WRWal UeYRlXWiRQ be aV YiWal iQ
deWeUPiQiQg Whe ɹeld Rf SRVVibiliWieV aV Whe idea Rf abVRlXWe
(achieYed) kQRZledge iV iQ deWeUPiQiQg Whe SaWh Rf VcieQce aQd Whe
VeQVe Rf Whe UelaWiYe?

b) ParWial reYolXWionar\ pra[is. The ecRQRPic deYelRSPeQW Rf a
cRXQWU\ aQd Whe geQeUal gURZWh Rf SURdXcWiRQ (aV RSSRVed WR aQ
XQeYeQ aQd iQcRheUeQW gURZWh) UeSUeVeQW a SaUWial UeYRlXWiRQaU\
SUa[iV, a fUagPeQW Rf WRWal SUa[iV Zhich caQ cRQceal iW aQd eYeQ
cheaW iW. IW iV QRW alZa\V eaV\ WR diVWiQgXiVh WhiV SaUWial
UeYRlXWiRQaU\ SUa[iV fURP Whe UefRUPiVW SUa[iV Zhich acceSWV aQd
VXbPiWV WR Whe ¶Ueal· ² i.e., SURdXcWiRQ UelaWiRQV aV giYeQ ² UaWheU
WhaQ bUiQgiQg SUeVVXUe WR beaU RQ WheiU cRQWUadicWiRQV, iQ RUdeU WR
WUaQVfRUP WheP.

c) KnoZledge ae pracWice (iQ VR faU aV iW haV iWV UeaVRQ aQd iWV
cRQWeQW iQ SUa[iV) aQd cRQYeUVel\ pracWice as inWerYenWion and
embodimenW in knoZledge.

KQRZledge iV iQ QR UeVSecW aQ abVWUacW acWiYiW\. IW Pa\ haYe iWV
WheRUieV aQd iWV cRQceSWV, aQd iW caQ be hRVW WR Whe cRQɻicW beWZeeQ
WheRU\ aQd SUacWice (iQ WheiU dialecWical XQiW\, i.e., a cUeaWiYe
cRQɻicW), bXW QeYeUWheleVV WheRUeWical kQRZledge caQQRW be
VeSaUaWed fURP SUa[iV. IW iV aQ iQWegUal SaUW Rf iW.

EYeQ Whe ¶SXUeVW· kQRZledge XVeV WechQiTXeV aQd iPSlePeQWV, be
Whe\ PaWeUial RU fRUPal. IW iV WheUefRUe iQVeSaUable fURP Whe
SURdXcWiYe fRUceV, fURP Whe VRcial fRUPV Rf Whe RUgaQi]aWiRQ aQd Whe
diYiViRQ Rf labRXU, aQd fURP Whe SRliWical fRUPV Zhich VaQcWiRQ aQd
diUecW VRcial fRUPV Rf RUgaQi]aWiRQ. ThXV Whe fRXQdaWiRQ aQd, eYeQ
PRUe, Whe conWenW Rf VcieQWiɹc RbjecWiYiW\ aUe VRcial (aQd WhXV



UelaWiYe, XS WR a ceUWaiQ SRiQW). TR Va\ WhaW VcieQce iV RbjecWiYe iV WR
Va\ WhaW VcieQce iV SaUW Rf SUa[iV. SecWRUV Rf kQRZledge caQ deYelRS
RQl\ if Whe\ VeUYe Whe QeedV aQd Whe iQWeUeVWV Rf a deWeUPiQed aQd
UelaWiYel\ laUge VRcial gURXS (VXch aV a claVV RU a claVV fUacWiRQ, a
cRXQWU\, RU a VRcial aQd SRliWical UegiPe), eYeQ if WheiU WheRUeWical
fRXQdaWiRQV haYe beeQ lRQg eVWabliVhed.20

d) PoliWical pracWice, RQ Whe Vcale Rf VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle, bXW Zhich
iV RQl\ RQe leYel Rf SUa[iV aW RQe SaUWicXlaU VWage Rf Whe SURceVV Rf
becRPiQg, Zhich PeaQV WhaW Ze haYe QR UighW WR feWiVhi]e iW.
¶PRliWical SUacWice· Pa\ haYe (PRPeQWaUil\) UefXWed MaU[·V ideaV RQ
WRWal UeYRlXWiRQ, Whe ZiWheUiQg aZa\ Rf Whe VWaWe aQd Whe eQd Rf
SRliWical SUacWice, bXW WR SUeVeQW WhiV aV a deɹQiWiYe WUXWh ZRXld be
SXUe ePSiUiciVP, aQd iW ZRXld alVR ¶ideRlRgi]e· MaU[iVP, Zhich
VRXghW WR be a Uadical cUiWiTXe Rf ideRlRgieV. AW Whe VaPe WiPe, WhiV
aWWiWXde cRQɹUPV WhaW Uadical cUiWiTXe iV a QeceVVaU\ aVSecW Rf
MaU[iVP. IdeRlRg\ iV SaUW Rf SRliWical SUacWice, bXW SUa[iV cRQWaiQV
Whe VRcial WUXWh Rf ideRlRg\, Rf SRliWicV aQd Rf Whe VWaWe.

e) RepeWiWiYe pracWice, aQ iQdiVSeQVable UeVRXUce fRU Whe eYeU\da\.
IW iV bRWh iUUedXcible (iPSRVVible WR VXSSUeVV) aQd UedXcible (iQ WhaW
iW caQ be UedXced iQdeɹQiWel\). IW caQ be aQal\Ved accRUdiQg WR
diʃeUeQW W\SeV Rf UeSeWiWiRQ (PechaQical, SeUiRdic, c\clic, eWc.).

f) InYenWiYe (cUeaWiYe) pracWice, Zhich deUiYeV fURP UeSeWiWiYe
SUacWice. We caQ alUead\ diVWiQgXiVh beWZeeQ SUacWice Zhich cUeaWeV
PaWeUial ZRUkV aQd SUacWice Zhich cUeaWeV SUacWice, i.e., Zhich
PRdiɹeV hXPaQ UelaWiRQV (iQclXdiQg WheiU eWhical diPeQViRQ).

g) Speciɹc pracWices, XQeYeQ iQ WeUPV Rf WheiU WechQicaliW\ aQd Rf
Whe e[WeQW WR Zhich Whe\ SeQeWUaWe Whe XQcRQWURlled VecWRU. The\
belRQg WR Whe VkillV aQd SURfeVViRQV Zhich acW XSRQ QaWXUal RU
hXPaQ ¶PaWeUial·: edXcaWiRQ, PediciQe, aUW, aUchiWecWXUe, WUadeV
XQiRQV, faUPiQg, eWc. IQ WhiV caWegRU\ Ze Zill alVR iQclXde Whe VRcial
SUacWice Rf VPall gURXSV (elecWiYe RU QeighbRXUhRRd gURXSiQgV,
leaUQed VRcieWieV, WheaWUical WURXSeV, aQd deWeUPiQed ¶SXblicV·, eWc.)
Zhich VXSSRUW aQd back aQ iQdiYidXal caSable Rf iQYeQWiYeQeVV,
XQWil VXch SRiQW aV he eVcaSeV WheP RU Whe\ WhePVelYeV UejecW hiP.
OQ WhiV leYel, aQd accRUdiQg WR caVeV aQd ViWXaWiRQV, Whe hiVWRUical



caQ becRPe ZhaW iV PRVW iQWeUQali]ed (acceSWed) RU PRVW
e[WeUQali]ed (caVW aVide aV XQiPSRUWaQW).

TheVe liPiWed SUacWiceV cURVV-UefeU WR each RWheU, aQd WR Whe
eQWiUeW\ Rf Whe VeW Whe\ cRQVWiWXWe: e[iVWiQg SUacWice aV a ZhRle. Via
Whe gURXSV Ze caQ gUaVS fUagPeQWed WRWaliW\; SaVViQg aV iW dReV
beWZeeQ SUacWiciVP aQd VSecXlaWiRQ, WhiV iV SeUhaSV Whe beVW URXWe Rf
acceVV. HRZeYeU, WhiV SaVViQg fURP Whe fUagPeQWaU\ WR Whe WRWal iV
QRW ZiWhRXW iWV diɽcXlWieV, aV a caUefXl UeadiQg Rf MaU[·V
aXWhRUiWaWiYe CapiWal Zill VhRZ.

h) WheQ liQked WR Whe idea Rf SUa[iV, aQal\ViV Rf Whe eYeU\da\
UeYealV VeYeUal fRUPaQWV. NRW RQl\ dR Ze ɹQd Whe YaUiRXV fRUPV Rf
UeSeWiWiRQ aQd Whe VeedV Rf SRVVible cUeaWiYiW\, bXW Ze alVR ɹQd
XWiliWaUiaQ aQd feWiVhiVW SUacWice, Zhich PaQiSXlaWeV WhiQgV RQ Whe
leYel Rf aQal\Wic XQdeUVWaQdiQg (Zhich diVgXiVeV cRQWUadicWiRQV aQd
diVVRciaWeV dialecWical PRYePeQWV iQWR deɹQed aQd iVRlaWed
¶elePeQWV·). IQ Whe eYeU\da\ Ze RbVeUYe ePSiUical WhRXghW aW ZRUk,
ZiWh iWV belief iQ cRPPRdiWieV aQd PRQe\ aV WhiQgV. EPSiUical
cRQVciRXVQeVV WakeV WhiQgV aQd RbjecWV fURP Whe eYeU\da\, aQd
VeSaUaWeV WheP fURP acWiYiW\ aQd VRcial UelaWiRQV. IW cRQfXVeV
SURdXcWV aQd cUeaWiYe ZRUkV, WhiQgV aQd RbjecWV, ZiWh QR cRQceUQ
ZhaWeYeU fRU baVic aQal\Wic diVWiQcWiRQV (Zhile SURceediQg accRUdiQg
WR Whe laZV Rf lRgic aQd aQal\Wic XQdeUVWaQdiQg, Zhich aUe alVR WhRVe
Rf WUiYial diVcRXUVe aQd da\-WRda\ laQgXage). ThiV ePSiUical
cRQVciRXVQeVV XVeV PeaQV aV eQdV: gRRdV, PRQe\, cRPPRdiWieV,
caSiWal. IW chaPSiRQV feWiVhiVP aV a Yalid cRQVciRXVQeVV. ThiV iV Whe
leYel RQ Zhich iW eVWabliVheV iWVelf: Whe UealiW\ aQd (aSSaUeQWl\)
XQPediaWed SRViWiYiW\ Rf acceSWed QeedV, UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV aQd
V\PbRliVPV. OQ WhiV leYel, UeceiYed UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV, Zhich aUe QRW
UecRgQi]ed aV Whe UeVXlWV Rf a hiVWRU\ aQd aV fXQcWiRQV Rf aQ eQWiUe
VRcieW\, aQd aUe iQdeed XQUecRgQi]able aV VXch, iPSRVe WhePVelYeV
XQchecked. IQadeTXaWel\ aZaUe Rf iWV liQk ZiWh WRWaliW\, aQd baVed
RQ Whe fUagPeQWaU\ diYiViRQ Rf labRXU aQd RQ claVV UelaWiRQV
(WhePVelYeV PiVXQdeUVWRRd, i.e., WUeaWed ZiWh VXVSiciRQ aQd
SaUeQWheVi]ed), fUagPeQWaU\ SUacWice iV acceSWed aV Whe Ueal, iQ all
iWV RSaTXeQeVV aQd claUiW\.



IW iV SUeciVel\ WhiV ¶UealQeVV·, WhiV ¶SRViWiYeQeVV·, WhiV ¶SUacWice· WhaW
cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life diVWXUbV aQd diVPaQWleV (aW leaVW RQ Whe
WheRUeWical SlaQe, Whe SlaQe Rf cRQceSWV) b\ SURclaiPiQg Whe
possibiliW\ of iWs radical meWamorphosis. FiUVW Rf all, cUiWiTXe SRVeV Whe
SURbleP: ¶WhaW iV iW WhaW VXSSRUWV WhiV UealQeVV aQd PakeV iW aSSeaU
aV a VRlid aQd Yalid UealiW\?· TheUefRUe iWV ɹUVW WaUgeWV aUe Whe
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV aQd V\PbRlV acWiYe ZiWhiQ WhiV aSSaUeQW ¶UealQeVV·.

10 Logos, logic, dialectic

NRZ iW ZRXld be eaV\ WR illXVWUaWe Whe XVe Rf dialecWical WhRXghW, aQd
WheUe aUe WhRXVaQdV Rf e[aPSleV WR chRRVe fURP. HeUe aUe a feZ, aQd
RXU VelecWiRQ iV QRW ZiWhRXW iWV iURQ\.

FUaQce iV Whe faWheUlaQd Rf eWeUQal WheRUeWical aQd SUacWical
UeaVRQ, Whe cRXQWU\ Rf DeVcaUWeV aQd Rf ClaVViciVP, Rf Whe WhUee
XQiWieV, Rf Whe V\VWeP Rf WRQaliW\ iQ PXVic (RaPeaX), aQd Rf Whe
PeWUic V\VWeP, eWc. The FUeQch V\VWeP Rf URad VigQV ePbRdieV aQd
PaWeUiali]eV SXUe UeaVRQ fRU Whe VeQVeV Rf PRdeUQ PaQ, aQd SURYideV
a PRdel fRU WechQiciaQV Whe ZRUld RYeU. FUaQce iV Whe laQd Rf Whe
hecWRPeWUe.21

HRZeYeU, if RXU FUeQchPaQ iV CaUWeViaQ, he alVR likeV hiV life WR be
liYel\ aQd YRlaWile. He geWV caUUied aZa\ b\ Rdd RbVeVViRQV. FUaQce
iV alVR Whe faWheUlaQd Rf faVhiRQ, Rf eShePeUaliW\, Rf fUiYRliW\,
fUagUaQceV aQd fUillV. IW iV Whe faWheUlaQd Rf fePiQiQiW\.

If Ze jX[WaSRVe WheVe WZR aVSecWV Rf Whe FUeQch geQiXV, Whe
UeVXlWiQg SicWXUe Zill be lackiQg VRPeWhiQg. We hRSe (iQ YaiQ) WhaW
Whe\ Zill cRe[iVW SeacefXll\; bXW Whe SicWXUe iV iQ PRQRchURPe, Whe
cRlRXUV Rf dUaPa aUe PiVViQg. IW iV Whe VaPe ZheQ Ze Pake Whe
eXShRUic VXggeVWiRQ WhaW Whe\ caQ cRPSlePeQW each RWheU. OQ Whe
RWheU haQd, WR cRQfURQW WheP aV beiQg lRgicall\ iQcRPSaWible ZRXld
be WR bUaQd FUeQch cXlWXUe aV UegUeWWabl\ abVXUd, aQd RXU
jXdgePeQWV ZRXld becRPe iQcUeaViQgl\ diVeQchaQWed.

IQ WUXWh, WheVe WZR ¶aVSecWV· dR iQdeed haYe WheiU cRQɻicWV. The\
SRVe SURblePV. OQ Whe RQe haQd, Whe\ SeQeWUaWe Whe PRVW RUdiQaU\
deWailV Rf FUeQch eYeU\da\ life, iQ Whe geQeUal cRQWe[W Rf PRdeUQ life.



OQ Whe RWheU, Whe\ UefeU XV back WR hiVWRU\, WR RQe SaUWicXlaU hiVWRU\.
The facW WhaW WheVe VSeciɹc chaUacWeUiVWicV SeQeWUaWe eYeU\da\ life
(ZiWh WheiU cRQWUadicWiRQV, aQd iQ VSiWe Rf WheiU cRQWUadicWiRQV) leadV
XV WR hRSe WhaW Whe\ Zill eQdXUe. HiVWRU\ WellV XV WhaW SURbabl\ Whe\
Zill diVaSSeaU.

IQ VR faU aV Ze kQRZ aQ\WhiQg abRXW iW, Whe Vi[WeeQWh ceQWXU\ iQ
FUaQce UeYealV aQ e[XbeUaQce aQd a lXVW fRU life Zhich ZaV WR be
VZallRZed XS b\ Whe WaUV Rf ReligiRQ. TheQ caPe Whe ceQWXU\ Rf
claVVical UaWiRQaliW\ aQd Whe bRXUgeRiV bXUeaXcUaWic VWaWe Rf abVRlXWe
PRQaUch\; Whe VWaWe Pade XVe Rf WhiV UaWiRQaliW\ aQd iPSRVed iW,
PXWilaWiQg aQd alieQaWiQg VSRQWaQeiW\. WheQ iW caPe WR leYelliQg RXW
diʃeUeQceV aQd RUigiQaliWieV, VWaWe UaWiRQaliVP ZaV aV eʃecWiYe aV
VWaWe caSiWaliVP aQd adPiQiVWUaWiYe VRcialiVP! IQ Whe eighWeeQWh
ceQWXU\ WheUe ZaV aQ aWWePSW WR UeiQVWaWe RXU lRVW VSRQWaQeiW\; WhiV
aWWePSW Ueached iWV cUiWical SRiQW ZiWh Whe URPaQWic UebelliRQ, Zhich
ZaV dRRPed WR failXUe, aV iW ZaV SRZeUleVV WR halW Whe eʃecWV Rf
ceQWUali]aWiRQ, Whe SUedRPiQaQce Rf Whe PaUiViaQ head RQ Whe
SURYiQcial bRd\, aQd PaQ\ RWheU SheQRPeQa.

IQ FUaQce WRda\, Whe cRQɻicWXal ¶aVSecWV· Rf Whe FUeQch geQiXV
cRe[iVW aQd aʃecW diʃeUeQW gURXSV. AdPiQiVWUaWiRQ (Zhich
WUaQVfRUPV UaWiRQaliVP iQWR bXUeaXcUaWic ideRlRg\) iV Whe dRPaiQ Rf
UaWiRQaliW\ RQ Whe SUacWical leYel, aQd Whe XQiYeUViWieV aUe iWV dRPaiQ
RQ Whe abVWUacW (VSecXlaWiYe) leYel. A VecWiRQ Rf Whe iQWelligeQWVia aQd
Whe fePiQiVWV UeSUeVeQW Whe YRlaWile aVSecW, VRPeWiPeV iQ Whe fRUP Rf
UebelliRQ, aW RWheUV aV a SXUe aQd ViPSle caUicaWXUe Rf VSRQWaQeiW\.
The aSSURSUiaWiRQ Rf WheVe cRQWUadicWRU\ aVSecWV b\ diʃeUiQg gURXSV
dReV QRW VWRS cRQWUadicWiRQV aQd cRQɻicWV fURP ePeUgiQg, bXW iW
blXQWV WheP aQd SlXQgeV WheP iQWR aPbigXiW\. BecaXVe Rf WhiV, Whe
FUeQch eYeU\da\ PighW be deVcUibed aV a YRlaWile aQd aPbigXRXV
Pi[WXUe Rf UaWiRQaliW\ aQd ePSiUiciVP, Rf SRViWiYiVP aQd
VeQWiPeQWaliW\. ThiV dReV QRW VWiɻe Whe dePaQd fRU a VXSeUVeVViRQ
Zhich ZRXld UeiQVWaWe VSRQWaQeiW\ ZiWhRXW lRViQg Whe claUiW\ Rf
UeaVRQ, RQ Whe cRQWUaU\, bXW iW dReV giYe XV UeaVRQ WR feaU
APeUicaQi]aWiRQ, WhaW ideRlRgical cRPPRdiW\ iPSRUWed iQ Whe QaPe
Rf WechQical SURgUeVV, ¶cRQVXPeU VRcieW\· aQd Whe PaVV Pedia. A



VRciali]aWiRQ Seddled b\ ideRlRg\ aQd SRliWical PRdelV ZRXld be QR
beWWeU.

BXW WheUe iV PRUe WR be Vaid abRXW dialecWical WhRXghW WhaQ WheVe
illXVWUaWiRQV Well XV. LeW XV UeWXUQ WR aQRWheU SURbleP, a diɽcXlW RQe,
aQd aV \eW QRW VaWiVfacWRUil\ UeVRlYed: Whe UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ lRgic
aQd dialecWic. We haYe alUead\ VWUeVVed Whe diVWiQcWiRQ beWZeeQ
leYels Rf WhRXghW: formal logic (lRgic Rf ViPilaUiW\), dialecWical logic
(UelaWiRQV Rf diʃeUeQce, RSSRViWiRQ, UeciSURciW\, iQWeUacWiRQ aQd
cRPSlePeQWaUiW\), pra[is RU dialecWical reason (Whe e[SlRUaWiRQ aQd
Whe gUaVSiQg ² QeYeU cRPSleWel\ ² Rf Ueal dialecWical PRYePeQWV).
MRUeRYeU Ze haYe gUaQWed lRgic iWV RZQ leYel Rf UealiW\: Whe VWXd\ Rf
UelaWiYe VWabiliWieV, Velf-UegXlaWiRQV, VWUXcWXUeV aQd PRPeQWaU\
balaQceV iQ a SURceVV Rf becRPiQg aW Whe heaUW Rf Zhich VWUXcWXUiQgV
aQd Whe diVPaQWliQg Rf VWUXcWXUeV (deVWUXcWXUiQg) VXcceed RQe
aQRWheU. IW Pa\ be WhaW Ze failed WR VWUeVV VXɽcieQWl\ Whe UelaWiYe,
SURYiViRQal aQd PRPeQWaU\ chaUacWeU QRW RQl\ Rf cRQceSWV iQ
kQRZledge, bXW alVR Rf VWabiliWieV iQ Whe Ueal aQd iQ VWUXcWXUeV. If Ze
aUe WR geW a cleaU XQdeUVWaQdiQg Rf Whe ViWXaWiRQ Rf Whe eYeU\da\
ZiWhiQ a cRPSUeheQViYel\ VWUXcWXUed VRcieW\, iW iV iPSeUaWiYe WhaW Ze
UeWXUQ WR WhiV TXeVWiRQ.

Wh\ iV Whe SURbleP VR acXWe? BecaXVe SRVW-HegeliaQ ShilRVRSh\
(iQclXdiQg dialecWical PaWeUialiVP) haV WRR RfWeQ WakeQ Hegel·V
fRUPXlaWiRQV abRXW Whe ePSWiQeVV Rf Whe caWegRUieV Rf fRUPal lRgic
liWeUall\. AccRUdiQgl\, lRgic iV cRQVideUed Yalid fRU ¶dRPeVWic XVe·
RQl\, aV EQgelV SXW iW. ThiV iV WR RYeUlRRk Whe facW WhaW WheUe iV
QRWhiQg iQVigQiɹcaQW abRXW eYeU\da\ XVage, aQd WhaW Whe XVe Rf
diVcRXUVe ² laQgXage ² iQ eYeU\da\ life SUecedeV iWV XVe iQ
kQRZledge aQd ShilRVRSh\. AQd aQRWheU liWWle facW iV fUeTXeQWl\
fRUgRWWeQ: PaWhePaWical VcieQce RSeUaWeV RQ Whe SlaQe Rf fRUPal
UigRXU, i.e., lRgic, aQd dialecWic iV QRW aQ RYeUW feaWXUe Rf iW.
PhilRVRShical cUiWiTXe Pa\ diVcRYeU VRPe dialecWical PRYePeQWV iQ
PaWhePaWical WhRXghW (Whe ɹQiWe/Whe QRQ-ɹQiWe, Whe cRQWiQXRXV/Whe
diVcRQWiQXRXV, eWc.), bXW QeYeUWheleVV Whe UigRURXV WechQiTXeV aQd
RSeUaWiRQal SURcedXUeV Rf PaWhePaWiciaQV UePaiQ iUUedXcibl\ lRgical
aQd fRUPal. SR Whe\ aUe XVefXl ¶cRQcUeWel\·.



CeUWaiQ SeRSle ZeUe led WR iPagiQe dialecWical WhRXghW WR be aW
RQe aQd Whe VaPe WiPe a VXbjecW (¶dialecWicV·), a UejecWiRQ (a SVeXdR-
VXSeUVeVViRQ), aQd a SXUe aQd ViPSle UeɻecWiRQ Rf Whe dialecWical
UealiWieV acWiYe iQ WhiQgV, aQd Zhich RSeUaWe iQ Whe PaQQeU Rf WhiQgV.
ThiV iV WR cRQfXVe dialecWical cRQWUadicWiRQ ZiWh lRgical abVXUdiW\,
becaXVe QR diVWiQcWiRQ beWZeeQ lRgical cRQWUadicWiRQ aQd dialecWical
cRQWUadicWiRQ haV beeQ Pade. ThiV SUeVeQWaWiRQ Rf ShilRVRShical
WhRXghW aV WhRXgh iW ZeUe higheU ShilRVRSh\ degUadeV iW aQd cRPeV
daQgeURXVl\ clRVe WR VRShiVWU\, bXW ZiWhRXW aQ\ Rf Whe PeUiWV
aWWUibXWable WR Whe cUiWical WhRXghW Rf Whe GUeek SRShiVWV. IQ facW iW
did allRZ fRU a gUeaW deal Rf VRShiVWU\, aQd aV aQ iPSlePeQW fRU
aQal\ViQg VWabiliWieV aQd dialecWical PRYePeQWV iW ZaV ZRUWhleVV.

IQ WhiV SVeXdR-ShilRVRSh\, dRgPaWic VRShiVWU\ cRQViVWV Rf aQ
aSSeal b\ Whe hXPaQ WR QaWXUe WR ¶fRXQd· hiVWRUical aQd VRcial
dialecWic b\ giYiQg iW a SRliWical (aQd WheUefRUe ePSiUical) XVe, aQd
WheQ WR legiWiPi]e iW iQ WhiV debaVed fRUP. WheQ Whe hXPaQ iV
SURjecWed iQWR QaWXUe ZiWhRXW aQ\ SUiRU cUiWiTXe, iW iV RQe SaUWicXlaU
Za\ Rf acWiQg ZiWhiQ Whe hXPaQ Zhich iV VaQcWiRQed, aQd QRW Whe
hXPaQ iWVelf.

GalileaQ, CaUWeViaQ aQd NeZWRQiaQ Sh\VicV SXVhed geRPeWU\ aQd
PechaQicV WR WheiU faUWheVW cRQVeTXeQceV. IW ZaV a VcieQce Rf
WUajecWRUieV, aQd gaYe YeU\ liWWle hRXVeURRP WR TXeVWiRQV cRQceUQiQg
Whe VWabiliW\ Rf PechaQical V\VWePV. OQce VeYeUal geQeUal laZV had
beeQ acceSWed, aPRQg Zhich ZeUe Whe VR-called ¶XQiYeUVal· laZV Rf
gUaYiW\, VWabiliW\ ZaV a lRgical cRQclXViRQ. ThiV VcieQce SUeVeQWed a
ViQgle PRdel Rf UealiW\, Whe planeWar\ model: aW Whe ceQWUe, Whe VXQ, RQ
Whe SeUiSheU\, iWV UeWiQXe Rf VaWelliWe bRdieV, aQd a ViQgle fRUce
liQkiQg WheP WRgeWheU. ThiV PRdel cRQVWiWXWed a deɹQed, clRVed aQd
VWable Sh\Vical V\VWeP. GiYeQ gUaYiWaWiRQal fRUceV, NeZWRQ·V laZ aQd
Whe WaQgeQWial iPSXlViRQV aW Whe iQiWial iQVWaQW, iW becaPe
iQcUeaViQgl\ diɽcXlW WR calcXlaWe RUbiWV, bXW Whe facW WhaW Whe\ ZeUe
VWable ZaV YiUWXall\ aVVXUed. IQ SaVViQg, Ze VhRXld QRWe WhaW Whe
SlaQeWaU\ PRdel aSSeaUed WR be XQiYeUVal. FRU PRUe WhaQ a ceQWXU\
eYeU\ eʃRUW ZaV Pade WR iPagiQe hXPaQ (SV\chRlRgical aQd
VRciRlRgical) UealiW\ accRUdiQg WR WhiV iPage: a ceQWUal, SUiPRUdial
elePeQW, ZiWh VXbRUdiQaWed elePeQWV gUaYiWaWiQg aURXQd iW.



WheQ BRhU cRQceiYed Rf Whe diʃeUeQWiaWed aWRP Rf PicURSh\VicV,
he iPagiQed iW b\ aQalRg\ ZiWh Whe SlaQeWaU\ PRdel (Whe SUiQciSle Rf
cRUUeVSRQdeQce): a QXcleXV, VRPe elecWURQV. HRZeYeU iW TXickl\
becaPe aSSaUeQW WhaW Whe VWabiliW\ Rf Whe V\VWeP cRQceiYed Rf iQ WhiV
Za\ ZaV QR lRQgeU Velf-eYideQW. The iQWeUacWiRQ Rf SRViWiYe aQd
QegaWiYe elecWUical SaUWicleV cRXld QRW Sla\ e[acWl\ Whe VaPe URle aV
gUaYiWaWiRQal iQWeUacWiRQ; alWhRXgh Whe acWiYe fRUceV ZeUe iQ
SURSRUWiRQ WR Whe PaVVeV (elecWUical chaUgeV) aQd iQ iQYeUVe
SURSRUWiRQ WR Whe VTXaUe Rf Whe diVWaQce, QegaWiYiW\ aQd UeSXlViRQ
caPe iQWR Sla\. The VWabili]aWiRQ (Velf-UegXlaWiRQ) Rf Whe V\VWeP
SRVed a SURbleP. AW Whe VaPe WiPe aQd cRUUelaWiYel\, PicURSh\VicV
ZaV PRYiQg fURP RQe PRdel WR aQRWheU. IW ZaV abaQdRQiQg Whe
SlaQeWaU\ PRdel (RQ Whe PicURVcRSic Vcale) iQ faYRXU Rf Whe harmonic
model, Zhich Ze Zill QRZ e[SlaiQ. IQ WhiV PRdel, Whe aWRP iV
aQalRgRXV WR a YibUaWiQg VSUiQg RU VWUiQg (a liQeaU RVcillaWRU). Like a
VWUiQg ZheQ iW YibUaWeV, iW SUeVeQWV VWaWic VWaWeV ZiWhiQ a VSecWUXP.
Fi[ed aW iWV WZR e[WUePiWieV, Whe YibUaWiQg VWUiQg WakeV aQ iQɹQiWe
QXPbeU Rf WUaQViWRU\ SRViWiRQV beWZeeQ WhRVe WZR WeUPiQal liPiWV.
WiWhiQ WhiV iQɹQiWe QXPbeU, ceUWaiQ Zell-deɹQed SRViWiRQV caQ be
RbVeUYed, Zhich becRPe cRQVRlidaWed, VR WR VSeak, dXUiQg Whe
YibUaWiRQal PRYePeQW, e[clXdiQg RWheU iQWeUPediaWe SRViWiRQV aV
Whe\ dR VR. NRW RQl\ aUe WheVe VWaWic VWaWeV deWeUPiQed, bXW Whe\ aUe
alVR deWeUPiQable RQ Whe baViV Rf QXPbeUV Zhich aUe ZhRle
(haUPRQicV), aQd WheUefRUe diVWiQcW aQd ɹQiWe, alWhRXgh Whe QXPbeU
Rf haUPRQicV UePaiQV XQliPiWed. ThiV UelaWiRQ beWZeeQ Whe ɹQiWe
aQd Whe QRQ-ɹQiWe giYeV UiVe WR VRPe SUeciVe calcXlaWiRQV (FRXUieU·V
VeUieV aQd iQWegUalV, FUeedhRlP·V WheRUeP, eWc.). WheUe dReV WhiV
Sh\Vical UealiW\ cRPe fURP? FURP Whe UePaUkable facW WhaW Whe
iQiWial iPSXlVe ² Whe SlXckiQg Rf Whe WaXW VWUiQg ² e[eUWV a doXble
acWiRQ: iW diVSlaceV Whe VWUiQg fURP iWV SRViWiRQ Rf eTXilibUiXP aQd iW
alVR WUaQVPiWV a SeUWXUbaWiRQ (a ZaYe) alRQg Whe leQgWh Rf Whe VWUiQg,
Zhich VeekV WR UegaiQ iWV SRViWiRQ Rf eTXilibUiXP. The laZ Rf
SeUWXUbaWiRQ PXVW be calcXlaWed WRgeWheU ZiWh Whe laZ Rf Whe UeWXUQ
WR eTXilibUiXP. The ɹUVW acWV iQ UelaWiRQ WR Whe diVWaQce RQ Whe VWUiQg
(fUeTXeQc\) aQd Whe VecRQd iQ UelaWiRQ WR Whe VTXaUe Rf Whe diVWaQce
fURP Whe eQdV Rf Whe VWUiQg WR Whe SRViWiRQ Rf eTXilibUiXP



(aPSliWXde). The fRUce Rf gUaYiW\ dReV QRW haYe WhiV dXaliW\. IW iV a
ViQgle fRUce aQd Whe gUaYiWaWiRQal ɹeld iV RQl\ iQɻXeQced b\ Whe
d\QaPic eʃecWV Rf a ViQgle fRUce iQ RSSRViWiRQ WR Whe iQeUWia Rf
PaWeUial PaVVeV. TheUefRUe Whe haUPRQic PRdel eQableV XV WR
UeSUeVeQW VRPeWhiQg Zhich Whe SlaQeWaU\ PRdel cRXld QRW:dXal
iQWeUacWiRQV (SRViWiYe aQd QegaWiYe, aWWUacWiRQ aQd UeSXlViRQ). Via
WhiV PRdel Ze caQ WXUQ RXU PiQdV WR UeSUeVeQWiQg a YeUiWable
comple[ ɹeld: VSecWUXPV, WUaQViWiRQalV, VWaWic VWaWeV, haUPRQicV, Whe
deWeUPiQable UelaWiRQ beWZeeQ Whe ɹQiWe aQd Whe QRQ-ɹQiWe
(beWZeeQ Whe cRQWiQXRXV aQd Whe diVcRQWiQXRXV).

We VhRXld SRiQW RXW heUe WhaW Whe cRQceSWV Rf eTXilibUiXP aQd Rf
UeVW, iPPRbiliW\ RU iQeUWia, aUe QRW Whe VaPe aV Whe cRQceSW Rf VWaWic
VWaWe. ThiV VWaWe VWaQdV RXW fURP WUaQViWiRQalV, Rf Zhich WheUe aUe aQ
iQɹQiWe QXPbeU, bXW WheUe iV QRWhiQg deɹQiWiYe abRXW iW. IQ a VeQVe iW
iV iWVelf RQl\ a WUaQViWiRQal; Whe VWUiQg·V ɹQal SRViWiRQ ² aQd iWV iQiWial
RQe ² deɹQeV Whe eTXilibUiXP aW Whe begiQQiQg aQd aW Whe eQd Rf Whe
PRYePeQW. HRZeYeU, WheUe iV aQRWheU Vide WR Whe TXeVWiRQ. WheQ
WZR VideV Rf a VeW Rf VcaleV aUe eTXall\ ZeighWed Whe\ RʃeU aQ
eTXilibUiXP Zhich Whe VlighWeVW addiWiRQ Rf ZeighW RQ RQe Vide Zill
bUeak fRU eYeU; Whe PechaQical eTXilibUiXP diVaSSeaUV, becaXVe iW
haV QR caSaciW\ fRU UighWiQg iWVelf RU fRU Velf-UegXlaWiRQ. CRQYeUVel\,
ZheQ a VWUiQg YibUaWeV iW PRYeV iQ a VWable PaQQeU, aQd Whe
PRYePeQW iWVelf cUeaWeV a UelaWiYel\ VWable fRUP, alWhRXgh VWaWic
VWaWeV VWaQd RXW fURP Whe cRQWiQXRXV backgURXQd SURYided b\ Whe
WUaQViWiRQalV; Whe fRUce Rf Whe iQiWial SeUcXVViRQ RU SlXckiQg aQd Whe
acWXal Slace Rf iPSacW PRdif\ Whe VXbVeTXeQW RYeUall fRUP aQd iWV
diVWiQcW elePeQWV (haUPRQicV) relaWiYel\ liWWle. MaWhePaWicall\, iQ Whe
caVe Rf faiUl\ VPall RVcillaWiRQV, fUeTXeQc\ dReV QRW deSeQd XSRQ Whe
iQiWial cRQdiWiRQV Rf Whe PRYePeQW, bXW iV deɹQed b\ Whe SURSeUWieV
Rf Whe deWeUPiQed V\VWeP SeU Ve.

BRhU XVed hiV SlaQeWaU\ PRdel WR fRUPXlaWe hiV ¶VWabiliW\
SRVWXlaWe·, a PeQWal SURceVV iQ Zhich, SUeciVel\, VWabiliW\ ZaV
gUaVSed aV a SURbleP. AW aURXQd Whe VaPe WiPe, PlaQck SXbliVhed
hiV faPRXV h\SRWheViV accRUdiQg WR Zhich aQ RVcillaWRU caQ RQl\
ePiW RU abVRUb UadiaWiRQV iQ diVcUeWe aQd diVcRQWiQXRXV TXaQWiWieV,
PeaVXUable b\ ZhRle QXPbeUV (eQeUg\ SaUWicleV: TXaQWa, ShRWRQV).



ThiV XVefXl h\SRWheViV alVR dePRQVWUaWed Whe XVefXlQeVV Rf Whe
¶haUPRQic PRdel·. We kQRZ WhaW PlaQck·V h\SRWheViV cRQWUadicWed
BRhU·V, bXW WhaW eYeQWXall\ Whe WZR becaPe PeUged. IW ZaV
dePRQVWUaWed WhaW aQ aWRP (Pade XS Rf a QXcleXV aURXQd Zhich
elecWURQV ZiWh QegaWiYe elecWUic chaUgeV ciUcXlaWed) caQ RQl\ aVVXPe
ceUWaiQ UelaWiYel\ VWable cRQɹgXUaWiRQV, aQd WhaW ZheQ iW VhifWV fURP
RQe VWaWic VWaWe WR aQRWheU Zhich haV leVV eQeUg\, iW lRVeV a TXaQWXP
RU a ZhRle QXPbeU Rf eQeUg\ TXaQWa.

FURP WheQ RQ, doXble deWerminaWions (cRQWiQXRXV aQd
diVcRQWiQXRXV, SRViWiYe aQd QegaWiYe, ɹQiWe aQd QRQ-ɹQiWe, eWc.)
cRPe iQWR Sla\ iQ PicURSh\Vical PaWeUial UealiW\. WaYe PechaQicV
aQd TXaQWXP PechaQicV ZeUe WR deYelRS Whe haUPRQic PRdel. The
SURSagaWiRQ Rf lighW ZaYeV allRZV fRU VWaWic VWaWeV, UelaWiYe
VWabiliWieV, WUajecWRUieV aQd diVcRQWiQXiWieV, iQ VhRUW, cRUSXVcleV. If
cRQWiQXRXV ZaYeV aSSeaU iQ cRUSXVcXlaU fRUP, Whe cRUSXVcleV
WhePVelYeV Zill iQ WXUQ becRPe SaUW Rf Whe YibUaWiRQal PRYePeQWV
(ZaYeV). The eQeUg\ cRQWaiQed iQ Whe ZaYe aVVRciaWed ZiWh a
cRUSXVcle VSUeadV like WhaW cRUSXVcle. The ¶ZaYe/cRUSXVcle·
dichRWRP\ aQd Whe ¶cRQWiQXRXV/diVcRQWiQXRXV· dichRWRP\ caQ QR
lRQgeU be VeSaUaWed fURP Whe idea WhaW PaWWeU aQd Whe ɹeld RccXSied
b\ Sh\Vical (PaWeUial) fRUceV aUe d\QaPic.

AQd VR iW becaPe SRVVible WR iQWeUSUeW WheVe diVcRYeUieV (Zhich
UeYRlXWiRQi]ed Sh\VicV) aV a bUilliaQW YiQdicaWiRQ Rf dialecWical
PeWhRdRlRg\ aQd Rf dialecWical PaWeUialiVP aV a ShilRVRSh\, aQd
WheUe ZeUe PaQ\ ZhR had QR heViWaWiRQ iQ dRiQg VR. The Rld
geRPeWUic aQd PechaQiVWic Sh\VicV Rf cRQWiQXRXV WUajecWRUieV, ViPSle
ɹeldV, aQd diVcRQWiQXRXV Sh\Vical bRdieV SRViWed ZiWhRXW aQ\
cRQcUeWe liQk ZiWh Whe VXUURXQdiQg cRQWiQXRXVQeVV, becaPe Rld-
faVhiRQed. AlWhRXgh, RQ a URXgh eVWiPaWe, WhiV aSSeaUed WR be TXiWe
cRUUecW, iW ZaV liPiWed b\ iWV RZQ lRgical chaUacWeU. If Ze aUe WR
gUaVS RbjecWiYe, PaWeUial QaWXUe iQ all iWV SURfRXQdQeVV, Ze Qeed WR
Pake RXU cRQceSWV dialecWical aQd WR iQWURdXce dialecWical ideaV aQd
PRYePeQWV. IV iW QRW iPSeUaWiYe WR adPiW RU WR UeaɽUP a dialecWic Rf
QaWXUe?

AQd \eW, iV iW Ueall\ WhaW ViPSle? AUe Ze QRW gRiQg UaWheU WRR faVW?
LeW XV SaXVe WR WhiQk. HRZ caQ Whe ¶cRQWiQXRXV/diVcRQWiQXRXV·



UelaWiRQ aQd Whe ¶ZaYe/cRUSXVcle· UelaWiRQ be deWeUPiQed iQ
PicURSh\Vical UealiW\? TR begiQ ZiWh, deWeUPiQaWiRQV ZeUe SRViWed
aV diʃeUeQW aQd RSSRViWiRQal, aQd WhXV ZeUe VeeQ aV PXWXall\
e[clXViYe. TheQ cRQQecWiRQV ZeUe diVcRYeUed. TheVe diVcRYeUieV WRRk
Slace aW Whe begiQQiQg Rf Whe eUa Rf claVVic Sh\VicV: Whe VWXd\ Rf
RSWical SheQRPeQa (VSecWUXPV, Ua\V, diʃXViRQ aQd diʃUacWiRQ) aQd
Rf YibUaWiQg VWUiQgV. FURP WheQ RQ iW becaPe iPSRVVible WR Va\ WhaW
cRQceSWV aQd RbjecWV (ɹeldV aQd bRdieV cRQVideUed aV Sh\Vical
UealiWieV) caQ be gUaVSed b\ WhRXghW aQd cRQVciRXVQeVV ¶ZiWhRXW
UeciSURcal cRQWacW·, Zhich fRU LeQiQ aQd fRU Hegel iV Whe eVVeQce Rf
aQWidialecWic. We caQ eYeQ Va\ WhaW Whe XQiW\ diVcRYeUed beWZeeQ
RSSRViWeV RU cRQWUaUieV PRdiɹeV WheiU UelaWiRQV aQd WXUQV WheP iQWR
cRQWUadicWiRQV (dialecWicall\). ThXV Ze caQ Walk abRXW a dialecWical
PRYePeQW Rf WhRXghW jXVW aV Ze caQ abRXW Whe PakiQg Rf cRQceSWV
aQd RSeUaWiRQal WechQiTXeV dialecWical. MRUeRYeU, WheVe PRYePeQWV
haYe a UelaWiRQ ZiWh RbjecWiYe UealiW\, i.e., ZiWh PRYePeQWV iQ
UealiW\; WhiV YibUaWiQg VWUiQg, WhiV WXQiQg fRUk ZhRVe SURSeUWieV I aP
VWXd\iQg, ¶e[iVW·. The\ aUe fUagPeQWV cRQVWUXcWed fURP PaWWeU Zhich
e[iVWed befRUe I did, Zhich e[iVW iQ fURQW Rf Pe aQd RXWVide Rf Pe;
ZheQ I iQYeQW Whe fRUPal iPSlePeQWV Zhich Zill allRZ Pe WR deɹQe
WheP aQd XS WR a ceUWaiQ SRiQW WR dePRQVWUaWe WheP, I aP QRW
cUeaWiQg WheiU SURSeUWieV. IQ SaUWicXlaU, Whe liQk beWZeeQ WheVe
SURSeUWieV aQd ViPSle ZhRle QXPbeUV aQd cRXQWable VeWV, VWaWic aQd
diVWiQcW VWaWeV, diVcUeWe XQiWV aQd UelaWiYe VWabiliWieV, iV aQ RbjecWiYe
RQe.

AQd VR caQ I caVW caXWiRQ WR Whe ZiQdV aQd PRYe fURP ¶gQRViRlRg\·
WR cRVPRlRg\ aQd RQWRlRg\ b\ aWWUibXWiQg QaWXUe ZiWh Whe dialecWical
PRYePeQW I haYe jXVW deVcUibed? CaQ I Pake dialecWical PRYePeQW
RbjecWiYe iQ kQRZledge ZiWhRXW fXUWheU SURceVV? ThiV ZRXld be
jXPSiQg Whe gXQ, aQd ZRXld SRVe SURblePV Zhich Whe ShilRVRSheUV
Rf iQVWiWXWiRQali]ed dialecWical PaWeUialiVP haYe failed WR QRWice RU
haYe SaUeQWheVi]ed. The VcieQWiVWV ZhR UeYRlXWiRQi]ed Sh\VicV had
QR kQRZledge Rf dialecWical WhRXghW aQd SURceeded XViQg
e[SeUiPeQWaWiRQ RQ Whe RQe haQd aQd fRUPal UigRXU RQ Whe RWheU. IQ
VR faU aV Whe\ had aQ ¶ideRlRg\·, iW ZaV a bRXUgeRiV RQe. BXW WheUe iV
a PRUe VeUiRXV iVVXe. CRXld Whe PacURSh\Vical PaWeUial ZRUld be



be\RQd dialecWic? CRXld PicURSh\VicV be gRYeUQed b\ Whe dialecWic
Rf QaWXUe? The laWWeU is dialecWical aQd Whe fRUPeU is QRQ-dialecWical,
VXch iV Whe eʃecWiYe cRQclXViRQ Rf Whe Rɽcial ShilRVRSh\ Rf QaWXUe,
Zhich VeUYeV iW all XS iQ a UeckleVVl\ V\VWePaWi]ed PiVhPaVh Rf
dialecWical PeWhRdRlRg\ aQd ShilRVRShic PaWeUialiVP. NRZ
PacURSh\VicV iV Whe ZRUld Rf RXU VeQVeV, Rf RbjecWV aQd Rf WhiQgV,
aQd Rf RXU VRcial SUacWice. IW is Whe Zorld of Whe eYer\da\. AccRUdiQg WR
WhiV YieZ, iW ZRXld be SeUfecWl\ VWable, gRYeUQed b\ lRgic aQd lRgic
alRQe, like claVVic PechaQicV, aQd WhXV be\RQd dialecWic!«

AV iW haSSeQV, Whe RQl\ Za\ Whe VcieQce Rf Sh\Vical UealiW\ caQ
SURgUeVV iV b\ XViQg Whe SUiQciSle Rf cRUUeVSRQdeQce (beWZeeQ leYelV
Rf UealiW\). If WheUe iV QR lRQgeU aQ\ cRUUeVSRQdeQce aQd aQalRg\
beWZeeQ Whe PacURSh\Vical leYel aQd Whe PicURSh\Vical leYel, hRZ
caQ Whe laWWeU be gUaVSed? OQl\ b\ UefeUeQce WR aQalRgieV aQd
hRPRlRgieV caQ kQRZledge dePRQVWUaWe diʃeUeQceV. B\ gUaQWiQg iW
aQ abVRlXWe aQd abVWUacW VWabiliW\, Whe dialecWic Rf QaWXUe QRW RQl\
PakeV Whe ¶hXPaQ ZRUld· Rf UelaWiYe VWabiliWieV, diVcRXUVe aQd lRgic
iQcRPSUeheQVible, bXW alVR VeYeUV Whe cRUUeVSRQdeQce beWZeeQ iWV
diʃeUeQW leYelV.

WhaW e[acWl\ dR Ze PeaQ ZheQ Ze Walk abRXW a ¶dialecWic Rf
QaWXUe· aQd Rf ¶PaWWeU· RQ Whe PicURSh\Vical leYel, Whe leYel Rf ZaYeV
aQd cRUSXVcleV? DR Ze PeaQ WhaW WheUe iV a PRbiliW\, a PRYePeQW Rf
PaWWeU, a SURceVV Rf becRPiQg? ThaW iV ceUWaiQl\ WUXe Rf claVVic
PechaQicV aQd Rf WUajecWRUieV. DR Ze PeaQ WhaW alWhRXgh Whe\ aUe
diVWiQcW, Whe WeUPV Ze XVe ² PaWWeU aQd eQeUg\, ZaYe aQd cRUSXVcle,
cRQWiQXiW\ aQd diVcRQWiQXiW\, eWc. ² haYe a UelaWiRQ aQd a XQiW\?
AlWhRXgh iW iV RbYiRXV WhaW Whe\ dR, ZhaW WhaW UelaWiRQ iV UePaiQV
XQcleaU. AUe Whe\ ideQWical? IQ WhaW caVe Ze ZRXld VeeVaZ beWZeeQ
claUiW\ aQd lRgical ideQWicalQeVV, aQd Whe abVXUdiW\ Rf aQ abVRlXWe
ideQWicalQeVV beWZeeQ WeUPV Zhich a priori aUe diVWiQcW aQd PXWXall\
UelaWiYe. AUe Whe\ cRQWUadicWRU\, a VeW Rf cRQWUadicWiRQV? BXW WhaW
ZRXld iPSl\ Whe VWabiliW\ Rf a ¶V\VWeP· Zhich becRPeV diɽcXlW WR
XQdeUVWaQd. IW iV WUXe WhaW VWabiliWieV aUe alZa\V SURYiViRQal, aQd WhaW
Whe\ haYe cUiWical PRPeQWV. IW iV WUXe WhaW eYeU\ VWUXcWXUe cRllaSVeV,
RU haV Whe SRWeQWial WR dR VR. TheVe cRQVideUaWiRQV dR QRW eliPiQaWe
Whe YeU\ geQeUal aQd cUeaWiYe SURbleP Rf VWabiliW\ aQd (UelaWiYe)



cRQVWaQWV iQ Whe SURceVV Rf becRPiQg. MRUeRYeU, Whe cRQceSWV Rf
cRQɻicW, cRQWUadicWiRQ aQd aQWagRQiVP dR QRW e[RQeUaWe XV fURP Whe
Qeed e[SeUiPeQWall\ WR VWXd\ cUiWical PRPeQWV aQd PRPeQWV Rf
UXSWXUe, Whe cRllaSVe Rf VWUXcWXUeV, aQd ¶deVWUXcWXUaWiRQV·.

SR lRQg aQd iQ VR faU aV a ¶V\VWeP· UePaiQV VWable (SUeVeQWiQg
VWaWic VWaWeV, cRQVWaQc\ aQd ¶bRdieV·), caQ Ze Walk abRXW ¶dialecWic·?
OQl\ if Ze Wake gUeaW caUe. IW iV WUXe WhaW Ze dR QRW Ueall\ kQRZ
ZhaW haSSeQV beWZeeQ Whe SlXckiQg Rf a VWUiQg aQd iWV UeWXUQ WR Whe
VWabiliW\ Rf a VWaWic VWaWe (i.e., haUPRQicV). TR a ceUWaiQ e[WeQW aQd
XQWil fXUWheU QRWice, WUaQViWiRQV aQd WUaQViWiRQalV caQQRW be
calcXlaWed XViQg PaWhePaWical iPSlePeQWV. ETXall\, iW iV WUXe WhaW
Whe VWUiQg Pa\ VQaS. ThaW iV QRW RXU cRQceUQ heUe. AV lRQg aV RXU
VWXd\ highlighWV VWaWic VWaWeV, cRQVWaQWV, UelaWiYe VWabiliWieV aQd Whe
QXPbeUV Zhich e[SUeVV WheP, Ze Zill UePaiQ RQ Whe leYel Rf lRgic,
aQd Ze Zill QRW haYe Whe UighW WR ¶WUaQVceQd· WhaW leYel. All Ze caQ
dR iV SaWieQWl\ WR Pake Whe cRQceSWV dialecWical, Zhile aYRidiQg Whe
philosophical RSeUaWiRQ Rf cUeaWiQg aQ RQWRlRg\: aQ ¶iQ-iWVelf· dialecWic
Rf QaWXUe. TR dR VR ZRXld be WR abaQdRQ RXU PRdel; Ze ZRXld be
WXUQiQg RXU cRQceSWV iQWR UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ aQd WXUQiQg SURYiViRQal
cRQclXViRQV dUaZQ fURP RXU PRdel iQWR abVRlXWeV. SWabiliW\ (aQd WhiV
iV alPRVW a SaUadR[) iV PXch PRUe UelaWed WR diVcRQWiQXiW\ WhaQ iW iV
WR aQ ¶e[iVWeQWial· RU ¶RQWRlRgical· cRQWiQXiW\. HeUe, dialecWical
WhRXghW cRQViVWV Rf a VWXd\ Rf VWabiliWieV aQd VWUXcWXUeV Zhich dReV
QRW RYeUlRRk Whe SURceVV Rf becRPiQg, aQd Rf a VWXd\ Rf Whe SURceVV
Rf becRPiQg Zhich dReV QRW RYeUlRRk VWabiliWieV. IQ VhRUW, iW iV a
TXeVWiRQ Rf gUaVSiQg VWUXcWXUaWiRQV ZiWhRXW RPiWWiQg Whe SURceVV Rf
becRPiQg Zhich diVPaQWleV WheP aQd Zhich iV alUead\ acWiYe ZiWhiQ
VWUXcWXUaWiRQ SeU Ve. ThXV RXU aQVZeU WR Whe TXeVWiRQ abRXW dialecWic
iQ QaWXUe Zill iWVelf be dialecWical, i.e., QRW ¶\eV· RU ¶QR·, bXW ¶\eV aQd
QR· (SeUhaSV \eV, SeUhaSV QR!). We Zill deYelRS Whe haUPRQic PRdel
XQWil Ze haYe e[haXVWed iW, aQd Ze Zill UefXVe WR XVe ShilRVRSh\ WR
WUaQVceQd iW.

IW iV a WUXiVP WhaW Whe achieYePeQWV Rf cRQWePSRUaU\ Sh\VicV haYe
UeVXlWed iQ a SURPRWiRQ Rf lRgic aQd a dialecWi]aWiRQ Rf cRQceSWV,
aQd WhXV iQ Whe cRQVRlidaWiRQ Rf a dialecWical lRgic aV a leYel Rf
WhRXghW.22 The lRgical formali]aWion Rf WhRXghW iQ PaWhePaWicV aQd



Sh\VicV haV becRPe PRUe SURfRXQd iQ WhaW iW haV beeQ accRPSaQied
b\ a gUadXal dialecWi]aWion Rf lRgic. BXW (XQleVV Ze XVe a
ShilRVRShical SRVWXlaWe Zhich Ze PXVW declaUe aV VXch, aQd Zhich
gUeaWl\ e[ceedV bRWh Whe cRQWeQW aQd Whe fRUP Rf kQRZledge) Ze
haYe QR UighW WR gR VWUaighW WR Whe abVRlXWe b\ decUeeiQg a dialecWic
Rf QaWXUe Zhich RXU PiQd caQ iPPediaWel\ gUaVS. The Rɽcial
MaU[iVW WheRU\ Rf reɻecWion QRW RQl\ adPiWV a dialecWic Rf QaWXUe, bXW
alVR VXSSRVeV WhaW RXU PiQdV caQ Vei]e iW fXll\ aQd e[haXVW iW, ViQce
Whe\ ¶UeɻecW· iW.

The cRQceSW Rf complemenWariW\ Zhich cRPeV WR XV fURP
PicURSh\VicV iV iQ QR Za\ SUiYileged. TR gUaQW iW a VSecial
iPSRUWaQce ZRXld be WR VeW iW XS aV a ShilRVRSh\; Ze ZRXld VRRQ be
UeSlaciQg Whe Rld deWeUPiQiVW ShilRVRSh\ ZiWh a QRQ-deWeUPiQiVW
PeWaSh\VicV. The cRQceSW cRQcealV Whe PRdel aQd VWRSV XV ɹQdiQg
Whe XQkQRZQ elePeQWV Zhich Whe haUPRQic PRdel cRQWaiQV aQd WR
Zhich iW iV a SRiQWeU (QRWabl\ ZhaWeYeU haSSeQV beWZeeQ Whe iQiWial
diVWXUbaQce aQd Whe VWaWic VWaWeV iQ Whe WUaQViWiRQalV). ThXV Whe
cRQceSW Rf cRPSlePeQWaUiW\ iV QR PRUe iPSRUWaQW RU eVVeQWial WhaQ
WhRVe Rf UeciSURciW\, iQWeUacWiRQ, cRQWUaUiQeVV RU cRQWUadicWiRQ aQd
aQWagRQiVP. IW dReV QRW accRXQW fRU Whe fRUPaWiRQ Rf VWabiliWieV
(VWUXcWXUaWiRQ), RU fRU WUaQViWiRQV, bUeakV RU cUiWical SRiQWV. AQd \eW,
iQ VR faU aV Ze caQ RbVeUYe iQWeUacWiRQV beWZeeQ ¶dXal· SURSeUWieV,
aQd UelaWiYe VWabiliWieV, VWUXcWXUeV RU fRUPV deeS ZiWhiQ iQWeUacWiRQV,
Ze caQ QR PRUe diVSeQVe ZiWh cRPSlePeQWaUiW\ WhaQ Ze caQ ZiWh
diʃeUeQce, cRQWUaUiQeVV, SRlaUiW\, RSSRViWeQeVV aQd UeciSURciW\ Rf
acWiRQ, eWc. WiWh aQ e[WUaRUdiQaU\ cRQfXViRQ beWZeeQ leYelV Rf
WhRXghW aQd Rf UealiW\, cRQWePSRUaU\ ShilRVRSheUV haYe belieYed iQ
Whe dialecWic Rf cRPSlePeQWaUiW\, Zhile aW Whe VaPe WiPe aɽUPiQg
Whe iQcRPSaWibiliW\ Rf WhiV cRQceSW ZiWh dialecWical WhRXghW. WiWh
Whe VaPe iQe[WUicable cRQfXViRQ, ShilRVRSheUV WUied WR UePRYe
VWabiliW\ fURP dialecWic,23 aQd WheQ b\ VRPe kiQd Rf PiUacle WR
e[WUaSRlaWe VWabiliW\ fURP aQWagRQiVWic cRQWUadicWiRQ.

AQd VR, ZheQ VSeakiQg abRXW PaWeUial QaWXUe, ZRXld Ze Va\:
¶There are dialecWical moYemenWs and processes, and Where are sWabiliWies
Zhich are based Xpon a reɹned logic·? NR PaWWeU hRZ caXWiRXV WhiV



VWaWePeQW iV, iW caQQRW VaWiVf\ XV cRPSleWel\. HRZ caQ Ze VeSaUaWe
lRgic fURP dialecWic?

AQd cRXld Ze diVWiQgXiVh beWZeeQ UegiRQal RQWRlRgieV, b\ Va\iQg:
¶There are regions for dialecWic and for Whe process of becoming, and
oWhers for sWabiliW\ and logic. Similarl\, naWXre is one region of being, and
hisWor\ or conscioXsness is anoWher; dialecWic ma\ haYe a role Wo pla\ in
naWXre, aW leasW in Werms of region and species, bXW alienaWion neYer can.
In hisWor\, conscioXsness and pra[is, speciɹc dialecWic and alienaWion can
boWh haYe a role Wo pla\·? BXW hRZ caQ Ze Slace WheVe UegiRQV RU
UegiRQal RQWRlRgieV iQ UelaWiRQ WR each RWheU? The idea Rf WRWaliW\
cRllaSVeV. BXW WRWaliW\ iV Whe iQVSiUaWiRQ behiQd RXU UeVeaUch, iQ
Zhich ² abRYe all aQd agaiQVW all RddV ² Ze aUe VWUiYiQg WR be
V\VWePaWic.

WRXld cRQWiQXRXVQeVV be Whe ZRUld·V RQWRlRgical backgURXQd (RU
aV VRPeRQe ZhR iV ¶liVWeQiQg iQ· RQ beiQg PighW Va\, iWV backgURXQd
QRiVe), agaiQVW Zhich RbjecWV, WhiQgV, acWiRQ, eYeQWV aQd UelaWiYe
VWabiliWieV VWaQd RXW? ThaW iV QRWhiQg PRUe WhaQ a PeWaSh\Vical
WhRXghW; RQl\ iQ VcieQce ɹcWiRQ dReV aQ abVRlXWe ¶cRQWiQXXP· iQ
VSace aQd WiPe, Zhich iV UeYealed RQl\ iQ VR faU aV iW iV iQacceVVible,
aSSeaU aV a VeUiRXV RbjecW Rf diVcRXUVe. TheUe aUe ShilRVRSheUV ZhR
dUaZ WheiU iPageU\ fURP VcieQce ɹcWiRQ, bXW ZiWhRXW Ueall\ Ueali]iQg
WhaW Whe\ aUe dRiQg VR.

FiQall\, cRXld Ze Va\: ¶The non-dialecWical posiWion is imperaWiYe for
dialecWic, WhaW is iWs backgroXnd and iWs foXndaWion. When WhaW posiWion is
presenW, dialecWic enWers inWo conWradicWion ZiWh iWself. IW posiWs and
presXpposes sWableness in order Wo conqXer and desWro\ iW·? ThiV ZRXld
be gRiQg back WR Hegel, RU eYeQ faUWheU, WR FichWe.24

TheUefRUe Ze aUe ɹQdiQg Whe WUaQViWiRQ fURP PeWhRdRlRg\ (RU
gQRViRlRg\) WR aQ RQWRlRg\ e[WUePel\ diɽcXlW WR achieYe. AQd \eW,
Ueliable VRXUceV ² VRcial SUacWice, laQgXage ² Well XV WhaW kQRZledge
aQd PeWhRd cRUUeVSRQd WR ¶VRPeWhiQg·. ThiV ¶VRPeWhiQg· iV UeYealed
VXbVeTXeQWl\, iQ Whe hiVWRU\ Rf kQRZledge. NRQe Rf Whe VchePaWicV
aYailable WR UeSUeVeQW iW iQ adYaQce iV VaWiVfacWRU\. IQ WheVe
cRQdiWiRQV, WheUe iV RQl\ RQe Za\ iQ, aQd RQl\ RQe Za\ RXW: WR
abaQdRQ Whe V\VWeP (PRPeQWaUil\, bXW SURbabl\ fRU TXiWe a lRQg
WiPe), WR abaQdRQ Whe cRPSUeheQViYe SicWXUe Rf Whe XQiYeUVe, aQd WR



abaQdRQ RQWRlRg\ ² Zhile PakiQg VXUe QRW WR UeWXUQ WR ePSiUiciVP,
SRViWiYiVP RU ViPSliɹed lRgiciVP.

RaWher Whan e[ploring ¶being·, Ze mXsW e[plore ZhaW is possible (aQd
WhiV iQclXdeV Whe e[SlRUaWiRQ Rf VSace, aQd Whe WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ Rf
eYeU\da\ life). WRXld QRW ¶beiQg· UeYeal iWVelf iQ ZhaW iV SRVVible aQd
b\ ZhaW iV SRVVible aW Whe VaPe WiPe aV iW Ueali]eV iWVelf hiVWRUicall\?
IV WhiV QRW ZhaW Whe idea Rf WRWal SUa[iV iPSlieV? FURP WhiV
SeUVSecWiYe, claVVic RQWRlRg\ ZRXld haUbRXU a VeUiRXV eUURU, QaPel\
Whe ZiVh WR Ueach ¶beiQg· afWeU Whe acW, Yia Whe SaVW aQd Yia ZhaW haV
beeQ accRPSliVhed aQd Pade acWXal, iQ a PeWaSh\Vical UeSeWiWiRQ, a
QeZ begiQQiQg RU eWeUQal UeWXUQ, a UeVXUUecWiRQ, a UePiQiVceQce. IW
WUieV WR XVe WhRXghW WR UedXce Whe dRXble deWeUPiQaWiRQV Rf Whe
acWXal, aQd SUiPaUil\ b\ Whe UifW beWZeeQ WhRXghW aQd UealiW\. IW eQdV
XS iQ a dilePPa: iW PXVW eiWheU adPiW diYiQe cUeaWiRQ, RU eQdRZ
PaWWeU ZiWh a TXaliW\ RU SURSeUW\ Zhich alUead\ cRQWaiQV
cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd VSiUiW. NRZ WheVe WZR aɽUPaWiRQV aUe
XQacceSWable. WhaW UighW haYe Ze WR aWWUibXWe WR Whe non-ɹniWe
XQiYeUVe TXaliWieV aQd SURSeUWieV Zhich RQl\ haYe a PeaQiQg iQ RXU
ɹniWe ZRUld, aW a ɻeeWiQg PRPeQW Rf Whe deYelRSPeQW Rf PaQkiQd RQ
PlaQeW EaUWh?

OQWRlRg\ iV ZRUQ RXW. LeW XV XVe Whe e[SlRUaWiRQ Rf ZhaW iV
SRVVible aQd Whe deYelRSPeQW Rf kQRZledge WR diVcRYeU PRdaliWieV
Rf WhRXghW ZiWh Zhich WR UeSlace iW. LeW XV deYelRS a
PeWaShilRVRSh\. IQ Whe PeaQWiPe, leW XV Pake a caUefXl diVWiQcWiRQ
beWZeeQ Whe leYelV Rf UealiW\ aQd WhRXghW, Zhile WakiQg caUe QRW WR
PeUge ZhaWeYeU iV liQked WRgeWheU aQd QRW WR VeSaUaWe ZhaWeYeU
aSSeaUV diVWiQcWiYe.

Will WhiV deWRXU (Zhich iV bUief bXW aW Whe VaPe WiPe leQgWh\)
WhURXgh Whe lab\UiQWh Rf VR-called ShilRVRShical TXeVWiRQV be a
digUeVViRQ fURP RXU VXbjecW: eYeU\da\ life? NR. IW Zill eQable XV WR
dUaZ XS a VeUieV Rf SURSRViWiRQV.

FirsW, Ze PXVW QRW RYeUlRRk Whe cRQVWaQcieV aQd (UelaWiYe)
VWabiliWieV Rf eYeU\da\ life, bXW QRU PXVW Ze feWiVhi]e WheP. The
eYeU\da\ SeU Ve dReV QRW haYe Whe YiVcRXV cRQViVWeQc\ Zhich iV RfWeQ
aWWUibXWed WR iW, QRU Whe eYaQeVceQW, ɻXid PRbiliW\ Zhich iV a
cRURllaU\ Rf WhaW UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ. SWabiliWieV aUe deɹQiWiYe iQ



aSSeaUaQce RQl\, aQd Ze PXVW aYRid cRQfXViQg WheP ZiWh ¶Whe Ueal·,
Whe ¶e[iVWeQWial·, ¶beiQg·, ¶VXbVWaQce· RU ¶hXPaQ QaWXUe·. OQce Ze
SeQeWUaWe a VWabiliW\, iWV liPiWV becRPe aSSaUeQW RQ all VideV. We
Pa\ WhiQk iW iV cRPSacW aQd dXUable. The cUiWical WhRXghW iQheUeQW
iQ kQRZledge diVVRlYeV WhiV illXViRQ.

Second, Whe VRlaU²SlaQeWaU\ PRdel haV lRQg beeQ SUeVeQWed aV
XQiYeUVal, aQd iW VWill haV aQ iQɻXeQce iQ Whe dRPaiQ Rf Whe VRcial
VcieQceV. DReV iW QRW XQdeUSiQ UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV Rf hieUaUchieV iQ Whe
faPil\ aQd iQ Whe VWaWe? FRU RXU VWXd\ Rf eYeU\da\ PaQ, Ze SUefeU WR
XVe Whe haUPRQic PRdel, iQ VR faU aV aQ\ Sh\Vical PRdel caQ be Rf
helS WR XV. NRW RQl\ aUe Ze WR WU\iQg Pake a kiQd Rf VSecWUXP
aQal\ViV Rf Whe eYeU\da\; Ze alVR cRQVideU WhaW VWabiliWieV aQd
SeUiRdiciWieV ePeUge fURP a VeW Rf ɻeeWiQg aQd SURfRXQd SheQRPeQa:
WUaQViWiRQalV aQd WUaQViWiRQV. FRUPV aQd VWUXcWXUeV, RU VWaWic VWaWeV,
aUe bRUQ aQd SURVSeU agaiQVW a backgURXQd Rf ɻeeWiQg VWaWeV Zhich
ZRUkV VelecW aQd cRQVRlidaWe. The acWXal aQd Whe SRWeQWial aUe
XQiWed iQ aQ iQWelligible Za\. SWaWic VWaWeV caQ e[WeQd WRZaUdV
liPiWleVVQeVV ² WRZaUdV fRUPleVVQeVV. WhaWeYeU iV ɻeeWiQg aQd
WUaQViWiRQal UeceiYeV fRUPV aQd VWUXcWXUeV Zhich defRUP RU
WUaQVfRUP iW bXW Zhich dR QRW abRliVh iW. TheUe iV PXch WhaW iV
XQkQRZQ RU XQfRUeVeeQ iQ WheVe UelaWiRQV aQd cRQQecWiRQV, Zhich
aUe \eW WR be deɹQed ZiWh aQ\ claUiW\. WheQ Ze XVe WhiV PRdel Ze
Zill RfWeQ ePSlR\ Whe WeUPV ¶fRUPaQWV· aQd ¶SaUWialV· aV XVed iQ
haUPRQic aQal\ViV, UaWheU WhaQ Whe ZRUd ¶elePeQW·, Zhich iV XVed iQ
cRQYeQWiRQal aQal\ViV. HRZeYeU, Ze Zill QRW XVe WheP WR hide ¶d\V-
haUPRQieV· aQd cRQɻicWV.

Third, Ze Zill Va\: ¶IQ QaWXUe, hiVWRU\, VRcieW\ aQd kQRZledge
WheUe iV a PXlWiSliciW\ Rf dialecWical PRYePeQWV, each RQe diVWiQcW
aQd VSeciɹc.· TUaQVSRViQg Whe Sh\Vical SUiQciSle Rf Whe VXSeUSRViWiRQ
Rf VPall PRYePeQWV aQd RVcillaWiRQV, Ze Zill gR VR faU aV WR Va\:
¶TheUe aUe aV PaQ\ RU PRUe dialecWical PRYePeQWV iQ VRcial
cRQVciRXVQeVV aV WheUe aUe ZaYeV RQ Whe VXUface Rf Whe Vea.· We Zill
QeYeU Va\: ¶DialecWic ZaQWV¬ «¬ dialecWic dReV¬ «·. We Zill RQl\
ePSlR\ Whe ZRUd ¶dialecWical·, i.e., aV aQ adjecWiYe, QeYeU aV a QRXQ.
MRUeRYeU Ze Zill kQRZ WhaW a dialecWical PRYePeQW Rf WhRXghW (RU
iQ WhRXghW) QeYeU cRiQcideV abVRlXWel\ ZiWh a dialecWical PRYePeQW



iQ QaWXUe, hiVWRU\ RU WhRXghW SeU Ve. ThiV laVW SURSRViWiRQ Pa\ VeeP
SaUadR[ical, bXW iW PeaQV WhaW WhiQkiQg QeYeU e[haXVWV Whe cRQWeQW
Rf a cRQceSW RU Rf a WhRXghW, aQd WhaW WheUe iV a dialecWical UelaWiRQ
beWZeeQ all PRYePeQWV. SXch a cRiQcideQce ² Zhich Whe YXlgaU
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ Rf reɻecWion SRVWXlaWeV RU VXggeVWV ² ZRXld e[haXVW
aQ\ RbjecWiYe dialecWical PRYePeQW b\ a WhRXghW RU a cRQceSW, aQd
ZRXld be ¶e[haXVWiQg· fRU hXPaQ WhRXghW aQd fRU SUa[iV. The
ideQWicalQeVV Rf WZR dialecWical PRYePeQWV iV aQ idea, aQd caQ QeYeU
be aQ\WhiQg PRUe WhaQ aQ idea, SRiQWiQg WR a cRQYeUgeQce aW iQɹQiW\
Zhich iV bRWh QeceVVaU\ WR SRVWXlaWe aQd iPSRVVible WR aWWaiQ.
HRZeYeU, if WheUe caQ QeYeU be aQ abVRlXWe cRiQcideQce Rf WZR
dialecWical PRYePeQWV fRU hXPaQ WhRXghW (i.e., ideQWicalQeVV
beWZeeQ aQ RbjecWiYe PRYePeQW aQd a VXbjecWiYe PRYePeQW Rf
WhRXghW), QRU caQ WheUe eYeU be PXWXal e[WeUQaliW\. DialecWical
WhRXghW gUaVSV RbjecWiYe PRYePeQWV parWiall\ (fUagPeQWaUil\, iQ
aSSUR[iPaWiYe aQd SURYiViRQal SURSRViWiRQV), aQd iQ iWV RZQ
SaUWicXlaU Za\ (Whe Za\ Rf kQRZledge ² Whe SURceVV aQd Whe hiVWRU\
Rf kQRZledge ² WhURXgh Whe VSeciɹc cRQWUadicWiRQV Rf kQRZledge,
Zhich aUe QRW cRPSleWel\ XQcRQQecWed WR Whe cRQWUadicWiRQV Rf
VRcieW\, hiVWRU\ RU QaWXUe, bXW Zhich aUe UeVRlYed iQ aQRWheU Za\).
The resXlW is WhaW a dialecWical moYemenW neYer Wakes place enWirel\ ZiWhin
langXage. DiVcRXUVe caQ QeYeU e[SUeVV iW adeTXaWel\. WRXld QRW Whe
idea Rf a WRWal diVcRXUVe alVR be aQ idea WakeQ WR Whe liPiW, WR
iQɹQiW\? DiVcRXUVe PXVW Pake VeYeUal aSSUR[iPaWiYe aWWePSWV
befRUe iW caQ ¶Va\· a dialecWical PRYePeQW, aQd eYeQ WheQ iW Zill
QeYeU be e[haXVWiYe. The YeUbali]aWiRQ Rf SUa[iV aQd Whe XVe Rf (da\-
WR-da\ RU VRShiVWicaWed) cRQceSWV aUe bRWh eTXall\ iQadeTXaWe fRU
Whe WaVk. IQ VhRUW, jXVW like cRQceSWV, laQgXage PXVW XVe WhRXghW aQd
kQRZledge eʃecWiYel\ WR Pake iWVelf dialecWical. LaQgXage iV a ZRUk,
Whe ZRUk Rf a VRcieW\.

DiVcRXUVe iV aQ iPSRUWaQW if QRW eVVeQWial facW Rf Whe eYeU\da\. IW iV
cRQWURlled b\ lRgic (alWhRXgh iQ eYeU\da\ life iW QeYeU achieYeV Whe
fRUPal UigRXU Zhich a lRgiciaQ·V PiQd caQ dUaZ fURP iW). IW iV
cRQWURlled b\ ¶Whe ZRUld Rf RbjecWV·, b\ cRQceUQV abRXW VWabiliW\, b\
eʃecWiYe VWabiliWieV, b\ TXeVWiRQV Zhich UeTXiUe \eV-RU-QR aQVZeUV.
DialecWical PRYePeQW UeYealV iWVelf iQ Whe gaSV aQd bUeakV iQ



cRheUeQW diVcRXUVe. AW WiPeV Whe gaSV aQd bUeakV RU, VR WR VSeak, Whe
hRleV ZiWhiQ diVcRXUVe, giYe UiVe WR iUUaWiRQal RbVcXUiW\ RU
fRUPleVVQeVV (Whe ¶iQfUaliQgXiVWic· leYel), aQd aW RWheUV WR Whe
iUUXSWiRQ Rf deeSeU PRYePeQWV (Whe ¶VXSUaliQgXiVWic· leYel). ThXV Ze
caQ deɹQe dialecWical WhRXghW QeiWheU aV iQcRheUeQce QRU aV a higheU
cRheUeQce (diVcRXUVe RQ diVcRXUVe, RU WRWal diVcRXUVe). OfWeQ iW VWaUWV
ZiWh Sla\ RQ ZRUdV (iQclXdiQg Whe PRVW faPRXV RQe Rf all, aXfheben,
WR abRliVh aQd WR cRQVWUXcW, WhXV WR VXSeUVede). IW PXVW VWiPXlaWe
diVcRXUVe iQ VRPe Za\, aVVaXlWiQg iW eYeQ, iQ RUdeU WR fRUce iW WR Va\
WhiQgV Zhich laQgXage ZRXld QRW SXW iQWR ZRUdV, aQd ZRXld eYeQ
cRQceal. WheQ Hegel bURXghW dialecWical PRYePeQW iQ geQeUal WR
laQgXage, he achieYed VRPeWhiQg XQiTXe, bXW he did QRW e[haXVW
dialecWical PRYePeQWV, QRU did he Pake diVcRXUVe abVRlXWel\ aQd
deɹQiWiYel\ dialecWical.

AQd VR Ze Qeed WR QRWe a VRUW Rf XQceaViQg dialecWical PRYePeQW
beWZeeQ LRgRV (lRgic, diVcRXUVe, Whe eYeU\da\) aQd dialecWical
WhRXghW SeU Ve. TR eleYaWe RU bUiQg a VSeciɹc aVSecW Rf SUa[iV (aQd
Whe eYeU\da\ iWVelf) WR laQgXage, WR SaVV iW iQWR laQgXage, iV aQ
eVVeQWial WaVk fRU WhRXghW; iW iV a cUeaWiYe eQdeaYRXU, aQd eYeQ a
UeYRlXWiRQaU\ acW. TR VSeak acWiRQV, eYeQWV aQd RbjecWV ² WR SXW WheP
iQWR ZRUdV ² iV Whe RQl\ PeaQV fRU cRQceiYiQg Rf WheP (fRU
deYelRSiQg cRQceSWV). HRZeYeU, laQgXage aQd diVcRXUVe aUe QRW Velf-
VXɽcieQW, aQd aUe alZa\V iQadeTXaWe. The ShilRVRShical SUiYilege
gUaQWed WR LRgRV b\ cRQWePSRUaU\ WhRXghW WellV XV PXch abRXW Whe
diɽcXlWieV Rf ShilRVRSh\: iW iV PXch PRUe a SRViWiRQ Rf UeWUeaW WhaQ
aQ iPSUegQable fRUWUeVV. OQe leYel Rf e[SeUieQce aQd RQe SaUW Rf Whe
(eYeU\da\) Ueal aUe SaVVed Rʃ aV beiQg eTXalV WR WRWaliW\. NR dRXbW
iV caVW eiWheU RQ Whe RbjecW Rf kQRZledge RU RQ iWV UeɻecWiRQ ZiWhiQ
Whe PiQd: Whe\ cRiQcide, RU alPRVW. ThiV iPSlieV a SRVWXlaWe: WhaW Whe
SaUW iV aSSURSUiaWe WR Whe ZhRle. BXW WhiV iPSlicaWiRQ iV igQRUed. The
PiVWake iV VR RbYiRXV WhaW Whe ShilRVRShical aQd alPRVW RQWRlRgical
SUiYilege iQYeVWed iQ Whe WRUd cRPeV iQ WaQdeP ZiWh a SURfRXQd
VRcial cUiViV Rf laQgXage, e[SUeVViYiW\ aQd Whe ¶ZRUld Rf e[SUeVViRQ·.
IW iV aV WhRXgh SUa[iV iWVelf ZeUe UefXWiQg Whe aSSURSUiaWeQeVV Rf Whe
SaUW WR Whe ZhRle, b\ deVWUR\iQg iW! LaQgXage aQd diVcRXUVe aUe
Yalid RQl\ iQ VR faU aV Whe\ aUe VXSeUVeded b\ a WeQVe aQd cRQceUWed



eʃRUW, RQ all VideV aQd iQ all diUecWiRQV: WRZaUdV Whe eYeU\da\ aQd
WRZaUdV Whe SReWic, WRZaUdV lRgical UigRXU aQd WRZaUdV dialecWic,
WRZaUdV Whe ¶iQfUa· leYel aQd WRZaUdV Whe ¶VXSUa· leYel.

TheUefRUe dialecWical WhRXghW iPSlieV a SeUPaQeQW cUiWiTXe aQd
aXWRcUiWiTXe Rf diVcXUViYeQeVV, Rf lRgic, aQd Rf WheiU caWegRUieV. LeW
XV UeSeaW VRPeWhiQg Ze haYe Vaid PaQ\ WiPeV befRUe. DialecWical
cRQWUadicWiRQ iV Uadicall\ diʃeUeQW fURP lRgical cRQWUadicWiRQ (RU
abVXUdiW\). IW iV UeaVRQ RQ a higheU leYel Rf iQWelligibiliW\. OQce
gUaVSed, iW fRXQdV iWVelf bRWh aV facW aQd aV cRQceSW. AlWhRXgh iW iV
iQe[haXVWible, iW iV QRW iUUaWiRQal, aUaWiRQal RU WUaQVUaWiRQal. IW
deYelRSV RQ Whe cRQceSWXal SlaQe ZheUe, iQ aQ eYeU-UeSeaWed
SURceVV, cRQceSWV aUe UeQdeUed dialecWical. AV VXch, dialecWical
WhRXghW iV cleaUl\ iQdiVSeQVable fRU all Whe VcieQceV aV Zell aV fRU
kQRZledge Rf SUa[iV, bXW WhiV dReV QRW cRQfeU aQ\ kiQd Rf a SUiRUi
XSRQ iW. DialecWical WhRXghW aYRidV ePSiUiciVP aQd iW aYRidV
UaWiRQaliVW cRQVWUXcWiRQ. The PRPeQW Rf cUiWiTXe (Whe QegaWiYe) iV
eVVeQWial WR iW.

TheUefRUe alWhRXgh laQgXage aQd diVcRXUVe aUe facWV Rf eYeU\da\
life, a gUeaW eʃRUW Zill be Qeeded WR Pake WheP e[SUeVV Whe
eYeU\da\. LaQgXage aQd diVcRXUVe aUe SaUW Rf eYeU\da\ life, bXW WhiV
dReV QRW PeaQ WhaW Ze caQ SXW Whe eYeU\da\ iQWR ZRUdV eaVil\. TR
e[SeUieQce baQaliW\ iV QRW eQRXgh WR Well XV ZhaW baQaliW\ acWXall\
iV. ThRXghW abRXW Whe eYeU\da\ WeQdV WR be liPiWed WR WhRXghW abRXW
eYeU\da\ diVcRXUVe (laQgXage). SR iW WeQdV WRZaUdV a ViPSle
VePaQWicV, a lRgic Rf Whe eYeU\da\, RU ViPSl\ a deVcUiSWiRQ Rf
baQaliW\, ZheUeaV Whe aiP VhRXld be WR diVcRYeU ceUWaiQ hiddeQ
PRYePeQWV: Qeed/deViUe, SUiYaWe/SXblic, QaWXUal/aUWiɹcial,
VeUiRXV/fUiYRlRXV, ZRUk/RXWVide ZRUk, alieQaWiRQ/diValieQaWiRQ, eWc.
WiWh WheiU SaUWicXlaUi]ed PRYePeQWV, WheiU VSeciɹc cRQWUadicWiRQV
aQd WheiU iQWeUacWiRQV, WheVe UeVRQaQceV aQd diVVRQaQceV deeS ZiWhiQ
Whe eYeU\da\ aUe UeYealed RQl\ VlRZl\ aQd ZiWh diɽcXlW\.

FoXoWh, ViQce Ze haYe QRW SURjecWed dialecWical cRQWUadicWiRQ,
lRgical ideQWicalQeVV, cRQWUaUiQeVV RU cRPSlePeQWaUiW\ RQ WR beiQg,
QaWXUe RU Whe abVRlXWe, Ze caQ diVceUQ W\pes Rf cRQWUadicWiRQ. ThiV iV
Whe kiQd Rf W\SRlRg\ aWWePSWed b\ iQVWiWXWiRQal MaU[iVP, Zhich
diVWiQgXiVheV beWZeeQ cRQWUadicWiRQ aQd aQWagRQiVP (iQ a Za\



Zhich SXUSRUWV WR be liQked UaWiRQall\ ZiWh SUacWice, bXW Zhich iQ
facW cRPeV VWUaighW fURP SRliWical ePSiUiciVP).

LeW XV Wake Whe W\SRlRg\ a VWage fXUWheU. FiUVW Ze diVWiQgXiVh aQ
iQiWial W\Se, Zhich iV Whe cRQWUadicWiRQ WR be fRXQd iQ cRQceSWV aQd
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV, aQd Zhich iV UeVRlYed eVVeQWiall\ b\ aQ eʃRUW Rf
cRQVciRXVQeVV. SXSeUVeVViRQ alZa\V RSeUaWeV ZiWhiQ a fRUP RU a
VWUXcWXUe Rf VRcial cRQVciRXVQeVV. PUiQciSall\, iW PRdiɹeV
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV RU cRQceSWV. SXSeUVeVViRQ WakeV Slace iQ aQd WhURXgh
laQgXage, b\ PeaQV eiWheU Rf a SURPRWiRQ (Zhich deliYeUV ceUWaiQ
WhiQgV iQWR laQgXage) RU Rf aQ iQYeQWiRQ (Rf ZRUdV, iPageV RU
V\PbRlV), bXW WhiV dReV QRW PeaQ WhaW iW becRPeV cRPSleWel\
VeSaUaWed fURP SUacWical acWiRQ. ThiV kiQd Rf iQYeQWiRQ Rf ZRUdV,
V\PbRlV aQd iPageV ² iQ VhRUW, Rf ideRlRgieV aQd UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV ²
haV iWV TXRWa Rf eʃecWiYeQeVV, aQd dReV QRW SXUel\ aQd ViPSl\
¶UeɻecW· accRPSliVhed facWV ZiWh Whe aiP Rf jXVWif\iQg WheP. IW
cUeaWeV VRPeWhiQg: a XQiW ZiWhiQ Whe ZhRle. SiQce cRQWUadicWiRQV
beWZeen ideas caQ be UeVRlYed iQ aQd WhURXgh aQ eʃRUW Rf
cRQVciRXVQeVV, WhiV eʃRUW iV iWVelf aQ acWiRQ. AV VRRQ aV iW UeVRlYeV
cRQɻicWV beWZeeQ UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV iQ a Zork, iW cUeaWeV a XQiW\. IQ WhiV
VeQVe, aQ\ cXlWXUal, ShilRVRShic RU aeVWheWic ZRUk iV a highl\
cRPSle[ VRcial SURdXcW, aQd TXiWe diVWiQcW fURP PaWeUial SURdXcWV. IW
dReV QRW ViPSl\ UeɻecW RU e[SUeVV cRQWUadicWiRQV; iW VXSeUVedeV WheP
aQd UeVRlYeV WheP ¶WhURXgh ideaV· RU iQ aQd WhURXgh a SURSRViWiRQ,
i.e., a XQif\iQg h\SRWheViV. If WhiV SURSRViWiRQ bUiQgV fRUWh QeZ
cRQɻicWV, Ze RQl\ QRWice WhiV laWeU, dXUiQg a hiVWRUical SURceVV. IQ
iWVelf, Whe Zork iV a XQiW aQd a ZhRle, aQd iW alVR cUeaWeV a XQiW aQd a
ZhRle: a VSeciɹc XQiW Pade acWXal ZiWhiQ Whe ZhRle. IWV cRQWeQW iV
iQdeɹQiWel\ aQal\Vable, aQd WhXV iQe[haXVWible. IW cRQWaiQV Whe
(SURYiViRQal) XQiW\ Rf Whe QRQ-ɹQiWe aQd Whe ɹQiWe.

We Zill diVWiQgXiVh beWZeeQ WhiV ɹUVW W\Se Rf cRQWUadicWiRQ aQd
WhRVe Zhich, iQ Whe Za\ Whe\ aUe UeSUeVeQWed, aUe iQVRlXble b\ Whe
eʃRUW Rf WhRXghW (kQRZledge) alRQe, bXW Zhich aUe aSSaUeQWl\
possible WR VRlYe b\ PeaQV Rf cUeaWiYe SUa[iV. The iQWeUeVWed SaUWieV
Vee Whe SURblePV aUiViQg fURP Whe SURceVV Rf becRPiQg, aQd iQ ZhaW
WheVe SURblePV bUiQg Whe\ Vee Whe acWiRQV Zhich Pa\ PRdif\ WheP.
B\ PakiQg Whe SURblePV Ueal, Whe\ UeVRlYe Whe cRQɻicW b\



eVWabliVhiQg a higheU XQiW. TheQ Whe\ PXVW gUaVS SURfRXQd
dialecWical PRYePeQWV Zhich dePaQd WR be VXSeUVeded: cRQjXQcWXUe
aQd VWUXcWXUe, SURblePaWic ViWXaWiRQ aQd caWegRUic giYeQV. IQ WhiV
caVe, QR iQWellecWXal RU cXlWXUal Zork ² RU QR ShilRVRShical, aeVWheWic
RU eWhical RQe ² caQ RʃeU RU eYeQ VXggeVW a VRlXWiRQ.25

The diVWiQcWiRQ Ze haYe SURSRVed iV QRW e[acWl\ Whe VaPe aV Whe
WheRUeWical (PeWhRdRlRgical) diʃeUeQce beWZeeQ cRQWUaUiQeVV aQd
cRQWUadicWiRQ, fRU iW iV Zell aQd WUXl\ a PaWWeU Rf conɻicWs beWZeeQ
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV (ideRlRgieV, V\PbRlV, cRQceSWV). MRUeRYeU, QR
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ caQ UePaiQ SXUel\ ¶UeSUeVeQWaWiYe·, aQd all
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV aUe UeSUeVeQWed iQ Whe Ueal (SUacWical) ZRUld. TheVe
cRQɻicWV VWiPXlaWe Whe cUeaWiRQ (SURdXcWiRQ) Rf ZRUkV aQd aUe
PRPeQWaUil\ UeVRlYed iQ a ZRUk. IQ ¶Ueal· life, eYeU\ ZRUk iV
WUaQVfRUPed PRUe RU leVV SURfRXQdl\ iQWR a Za\ Rf liYiQg aQd Rf
acWiQg.

NRU iV Whe diVWiQcWiRQ Whe VaPe aV Whe SRliWical (SUacWical)
diʃeUeQce beWZeeQ UefRUP aQd UeYRlXWiRQ. IW iV WUXe WhaW Whe VecRQd
W\Se Rf cRQWUadicWiRQ cRUUeVSRQdV WR Whe UeYRlXWiRQaU\ ViWXaWiRQ.
PeRSle caQ QR lRQgeU gR RQ liYiQg aV befRUe. The\ caQ QR lRQgeU XVe
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV WR UeVRlYe WheiU cRQɻicWV. SR Whe TXeVWiRQ iV RQe QR
lRQgeU Rf iQWeUSUeWiQg ¶Whe ZRUld· ² Whe hXPaQ aQd QaWXUal Ueal ² iQ
aQ (aeVWheWic, ShilRVRShical RU PRUal) ZRUk, bXW Rf chaQgiQg iW.
TheUefRUe Whe chaQge PXVW be achieYed ZiWhiQ Whe cRQWe[W Rf Whe
Za\ Rf life aQd liYiQg cRQdiWiRQV: iQ aQd WhURXgh SUa[iV. HRZeYeU,
Whe chaQgeV Zhich cRPe abRXW aV a UeVXlW Rf VXch ViWXaWiRQV dR QRW
alZa\V UeYRlXWiRQi]e Za\V Rf liYiQg. If Whe\ caQ aʃecW ¶Ueal· life ²
Za\V Rf liYiQg aQd Rf acWiQg ² Whe\ caQ alVR e[SUeVV WhePVelYeV iQ
ZRUkV aQd iQ ViPSle chaQgeV Rf UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ.

FiQall\ WheUe aUe Whe cRQWUadicWiRQV Zhich aW Whe PRPeQW aUe
iQVRlXble, i.e., ZhRVe UeVRlXWiRQ dReV QRW eYeQ aSSeaU possible.
HRZeYeU, Ze caQQRW Va\ fRU ceUWaiQ WhaW VXch a ViWXaWiRQ Zill laVW fRU
eYeU. MaU[ ZURWe WhaW hXPaQiW\ RQl\ VeWV iWVelf SURblePV iW caQ
UeVRlYe, aV WhRXgh eYeU\ SURbleP alUead\ iPSlied Whe bXUgeRQiQg
cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf VRlXWiRQV (SRVVibiliWieV). BXW VXUel\ WhiV fRUPXlaWiRQ
iV WRR RSWiPiVWic. AV fRU Whe SeVViPiVWic aQd QihiliVWic fRUPXla:
¶HXPaQiW\ RQl\ VeWV iWVelf iQVRlXble SURblePV·, iW iV XQWeQable. The



deeSeVW cRQWUadicWiRQV aUe WeQaciRXV; Whe SURblePV Whe\ SRVe caQ
RQl\ be VRlYed iQ Whe lRQg WeUP. ASSl\iQg RXU WhRXghW WR SUa[iV, Ze
Zill be able WR diVWiQgXiVh beWZeeQ ZhaW iV iPPediaWel\ SRVVible
aQd ZhaW iV SRVVible iQ Whe lRQg WeUP (bXW iPSRVVible fRU Whe
SUeVeQW), aQd beWZeeQ Whe SRVVible iPSRVVible aQd Whe abVRlXWel\
(aQd iSVR facWR iQcRQceiYable) iPSRVVible. TheUefRUe WheUe iV a
SURfRXQd aQalRg\ beWZeeQ Whe eʃRUW Rf aQ aUWiVW RU a ShilRVRSheU WR
e[SUeVV aQd UeVRlYe cRQWUadicWiRQV RQ Whe SlaQe Rf ¶ideaV· (bXW iQ a
¶Ueal· ZRUk) aQd Whe geQeUal eʃRUW Rf iQdiYidXalV iQ VRcial SUacWice WR
fRUPXlaWe aQd UeVRlYe WheiU SURblePV. IQ Whe ɹUVW caVe, Whe acWiYiW\
Rf cUeaWiYe cRQVciRXVQeVV SURdXceV a ZRUk Zhich diValieQaWeV iQ
UelaWiRQ WR ceUWaiQ e[SeUieQced cRQWUadicWiRQV bXW Zhich SURdXceV
aQRWheU VSeciɹc alieQaWiRQ (Zhich Pa\ be ideRlRgical, ShilRVRShical
RU aUWiVWic, eWc.). The ZRUk iV a SURdXcW, alWhRXgh QRW all SURdXcWV
aUe ZRUkV. IQ Whe VecRQd caVe, acWiYiW\ Ueali]eV iQdiYidXal
SRVVibiliWieV; aW ɹUVW WheVe aUe QebXlRXV, bXW dXUiQg hiV hiVWRU\ Whe
iQdiYidXal PakeV WheP acWXal iQ a geQeUall\ liPiWed VeUieV Rf
chRiceV; he becRPeV ZhaW he ZaV; he SURdXceV aQd iV ZhaW he
becRPeV. HiV eYeU\da\ life iV a ZRUk Rf cUeaWiYiW\. IW iV faU fURP
beiQg a fUee aQd cRQVciRXV ZRUk. IW caQ VRPeWiPeV WUaQVSiUe WhaW Whe
cUeaWiYe eʃRUW eQdV SaWhRlRgicall\, iQ QeXURViV RU SV\chRViV. IQ iWV
Za\, a SaWhRlRgical VWaWe iV Whe cUeaWiYe ZRUk Rf aQ iQdiYidXal,
elabRUaWed, V\VWePaWi]ed, cRheUeQW aQd eYeU\da\, Zhich UeVRlYeV ²
badl\ ² Whe iQQeU cRQWUadicWiRQV Rf hiV cRQVciRXVQeVV (bXW ZiWhRXW
¶UeɻecWiQg· Whe bUXWall\ RbjecWiYe, SV\chRlRgical RU VRcial e[WeUQal
cRQdiWiRQV Zhich aUe VhaUed eTXall\ b\ all Whe iQdiYidXalV Rf a claVV
RU aQ eUa). The SaWhRlRgical VWaWe iV a liYed ZRUk Rf cUeaWiYiW\: a
SeUVRQal SURdXcW, a bad VRlXWiRQ WR a cRQɻicW beWZeeQ ZhaW iV
SRVVible aQd ZhaW iV iPSRVVible. The SaWhRlRgical VWaWe diValieQaWeV
iQ UelaWiRQ WR Whe iQiWial cRQɻicWiYe ViWXaWiRQ, bXW SlXQgeV Whe
PeQWall\ alieQaWed iQdiYidXal iQWR a deeSeU alieQaWiRQ, b\ Whe facW
WhaW he iPagiQeV WhaW Whe iQiWial cRQWUadicWiRQ haV beeQ UeVRlYed b\
Whe cUeaWiYe ZRUk he iV liYiQg WhURXgh: Whe deliUiXP, Whe SaWhRlRgical
VWaWe iWVelf.

OQe cRURllaU\ Rf Whe W\SRlRg\ Rf cRQWUadicWiRQV iV a W\SRlRg\ Rf
QegaWiYiWieV. IQ RQe caVe, QegaWiYiW\ aWWackV UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV; iQ



aQRWheU, iW XQdeUPiQeV ViWXaWiRQV; iQ a WhiUd, iW challeQgeV aQd
diVPaQWleV Whe WRWaliW\ Rf ZhaW e[iVWV. The XQiYRcal aQd geQeUal
QegaWiYiW\ (Whe RQWRlRg\) Rf HegeliaQiVP ² iQ iWV dilXWed YeUViRQ,
cRQWePSRUaU\ e[iVWeQWialiVP ² caQQRW VaWiVf\ XV; iW iV Rf QR XVe WR
cRQcUeWe aQal\ViV (e[ceSW SeUhaSV iQ fRUPXlaWiQg Whe SURbleP Rf
aQal\ViV SeU Ve, Zhich aV Ze kQRZ iPSlieV geQeUal QegaWiYiW\, ViQce
if XVed ZiWhRXW dXe caXWiRQ iW bUeakV, diVVRciaWeV aQd iVRlaWeV, WakiQg
diʃeUeQceV WR Whe SRiQW ZheUe Whe\ becRPe VeSaUaWe aQd aQalRgieV
WR Whe SRiQW ZheUe Whe\ becRPe PeUged). Be\RQd a ceUWaiQ liPiW, Whe
QegaWiYe becRPeV a feWiVh, a YiViRQ Rf QRWhiQgQeVV; Uadical cUiWiTXe
becRPeV h\SeUcUiWiTXe, aQd QihiliVP iV eVWabliVhed aV a WUXWh
ZiWhRXW WhaW WUXWh haYiQg beeQ legiWiPi]ed. Like dialecWical
PRYePeQW, QegaWiYiW\ RU QegaWiRQ Zill alZa\V aSSeaU WR XV aV
SaUWicXlaUi]ed aQd VSeciɹc: VRPeWiPeV aV a lack aQd a gaS,
VRPeWiPeV aV a (SeUceiYed RU XQSeUceiYed) abVeQce, VRPeWiPeV aV a
bUeakdRZQ RU a SRiQW Rf diViQWegUaWiRQ. We Zill Vee iW aW ZRUk iQ a
YaUieW\ Rf Za\V: challeQgeV, diVWXUbaQceV, diViQWegUaWiRQ.

ShRXld Ze aWWUibXWe aQ\ ¶fXQcWiRQV· WR QegaWiYiW\? OQl\ ZiWh a
gUeaW PaQ\ UeVeUYaWiRQV. FRU e[aPSle, ceUWaiQ WhiQkeUV cRQVideU WhaW
WeUURU haV a VRciRlRgical ¶fXQcWiRQ·, QaPel\ WR dUiYe Whe PaVVeV iQWR
aQ acWiRQ Rf Zhich iW iV Whe caXVe aQd Whe eʃecW. TeUURU cRXld be
VeeQ aV Whe ePbRdiPeQW Rf Whe QegaWiYe iQ SRliWical aQd hiVWRUical
acWiRQ. NRZ RQ Whe RWheU haQd Ze cRXld agUee ZiWh MaU[ aQd LeQiQ
WhaW ZheQ Whe PaVVeV geQXiQel\ eQWeU SRliWical life Whe Qeed fRU
YiRleQce aQd WeUURU iV UedXced aQd eYeQ eliPiQaWed iQ faYRXU Rf
cRQcUeWe dePRcUaWi]aWiRQ.

IQ aQ\ eYeQW, Whe ideaV Rf VSeciɹc QegaWiYiW\ aQd VXSeUVeVViRQ
bUiQg ZiWh WheP Whe Uadical UejecWiRQ Rf RQe SaUWicXlaUl\ WeQaciRXV
feWiVhiVP Zhich Ze Zill QeYeU VWRS cUiWici]iQg, aQd WhaW iV Whe
feWiVhiVP Rf ¶Whe Ueal· aQd ¶Whe SRViWiYe·. TR SUeVeQW Whe QegaWiYe iQ
all iWV SURfXQdiW\, Ze Vhall XVe Whe SUeciVe cRQceSW Ze haYe XVed
befRUe: Whe cRQceSW Rf Whe possible (eTXall\ VSeciɹed aQd cRQcUeWe).
BeWZeeQ Whe ZRUld Zhich iV chRck-a-blRck fXll Rf UealiVP aQd
SRViWiYiVP, aQd Whe gaSiQg ZRUld Rf SXUe QegaWiYiW\ aQd QihiliVP,
RXU aiP iV WR diVcRYeU Whe RSeQ ZRUld, Whe ZRUld Rf ZhaW iV SRVVible.



We aUe QRW cRQfXViQg WhiV ZiWh iQdeWeUPiQaWeQeVV, alWhRXgh iW iV QRW
ZiWhRXW chaQce aQd UaQdRPQeVV.

11 Logic and characterology

We SUeYiRXVl\ PeQWiRQed a dialecWical PRYePeQW ZiWhiQ
PeWhRdRlRg\ iWVelf. The fRUPal alUead\ cRQWaiQV VSeciɹciW\ (cRQWeQW
aQd cRQcUeWeQeVV) aQd Yice YeUVa. WheUe VSeciɹciW\ iV cRQceUQed, iW
eQcRPSaVVeV Whe fRUPal becaXVe Whe fRUPal alVR haV UealQeVV,
VRciall\, iQ SUa[iV. ThXV Whe leYel Rf lRgical WhRXghW caQQRW be
iVRlaWed aQd SXVhed WR RQe Vide iQ aQ abVWUacWiRQ e[WeUQal WR UealiW\
iQ geQeUal aQd WR VWabiliWieV iQ SaUWicXlaU (SURYiViRQal balaQceV, Velf-
UegXlaWiRQV, VeUieV Rf deciViRQV aQd chRiceV, eWc.). TheUefRUe ZheQ
Ze SaVV fURP Whe abVWUacW WR Whe cRQcUeWe, Ze PXVW alUead\ be
WakiQg RQ ¶Whe Ueal· aQd UecRgQi]iQg iW. The Za\ Ze aUe gRiQg WR
aSSl\ WhiV WheRUeWical QRWiRQ Zill VeeP SaUadR[ical. IQ eʃecW, WR
bUiQg VRPeWhiQg Zhich aSSeaUV WR be cRPSleWel\ iUUedXcible WR lRgic
² i.e., iQdiYidXal chaUacWeU ² iQWR lRgical SaWWeUQV deePed WR be
iQheUeQW WR Whe eYeU\da\ Ueal iV alPRVW aWWePSWiQg Whe iPSRVVible.
NeYeUWheleVV Ze Vhall aWWePSW WR deWeUPiQe Whe lRgical fUaPeZRUkV
Rf VXch a chaUacWeURlRg\.

IW iV eaV\ WR diVcRYeU UelaWiRQV Rf RSSRViWiRQ, Rf SRlaUiW\, aQd eYeQ
Rf cRPSlePeQWaUiW\ beWZeeQ iQdiYidXaliWieV. EYeU\ hiVWRUical SeUiRd
RʃeUV W\SeV Rf iQdiYidXaliW\, Whe UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ Zhich caQ RQl\
be XQdeUVWRRd b\ PeaQV Rf WheVe fRUPal cRQceSWV. LeW XV Uecall Whe
feXdal baURQ aQd Whe kQighW ZhR deYRWeV hiPVelf WR defeQdiQg Whe
ZidRZ aQd Whe RUShaQ, Whe faiWhfXl kQighW aQd Whe WUeacheURXV
kQighW; Whe giaQW Rf aUW aQd kQRZledge iQ Whe WiPeV Rf da ViQci aQd
MichelaQgelR, aQd Whe cRQdRWWieUe; SaYRQaURla Whe P\VWic aQd Whe
MachiaYelliaQ PiQd; Whe VaiQW aQd Whe adYeQWXUeU; Whe PiliWaQW aQd
Whe aUUiYiVWe, eWc. The RSSRViWiRQ Rf WheVe W\SeV dReV QRW e[haXVW
WheiU cRQQecWiRQV. OQce Ze haYe aQal\Ved Whe Za\ Whe\ aUe
SRlaUi]ed, Ze PXVW WU\ WR XQdeUVWaQd hiVWRUicall\ hRZ VXch RSSRViQg
W\SeV caPe iQWR beiQg ViPXlWaQeRXVl\. The Za\V iQ Zhich Whe\



UelaWe ZRXld aSSeaU WR be PRUe cRPSle[ WhaQ Whe Za\V iQ Zhich
Whe\ RSSRVe aQd cRPSlePeQW RQe aQRWheU.

CRUUelaWiRQ, cRPSlePeQWaUiW\ aQd Whe diYiViRQ iQWR RSSRViWeV aUe
WUaQVfeUUed iQWR Whe ¶VRXl· aQd Whe iQdiYidXal cRQVciRXVQeVV. AV
KieUkegaaUd ZURWe iQ hiV JRXUQalV, iW WakeV aW leaVW WZR PeQ WR Pake
XS a ViQgle RQe: PaQWagUXel aQd PaQXUge, SaQchR PaQ]a aQd DRQ
QXi[RWe, LeSRUellR aQd DRQ GiRYaQQi, JacqXes le faWalisWe aQd hiV
PaVWeU, FaXVW aQd MeShiVWRSheleV (aQd Whe laWWeU iV a biW PRUe WhaQ
half Rf RQe PaQ, aQd a biW leVV WRR!). SeYeUal gUeaW ZRUkV haYe
SURjecWed Whe SaUWV (RU fRUPaQWV) Rf Whe hXPaQ VRXl iQWR RSSRViQg
aQd cRPSlePeQWaU\ iQdiYidXalV. AV a UeVXlW, eYeU\ ¶VRXl· VeePV WR be
Pade XS Rf aW leaVW WZR iQdiYidXal VRXlV. HRZeYeU, ZhaW iV
SUeVeQWed iQ aUW aV a liYel\ dialRgXe beWZeeQ WZR cRPSlePeQWaU\
iQdiYidXalV RccXUV iQ Whe ¶liYed· iQ Whe gXiVe Rf a PRUe RU leVV
SURfRXQd cRQɻicW. The lRgical UelaWiRQ Rf RSSRViWiRQ dReV QRW
e[haXVW Whe Ueal UelaWiRQV. MRUeRYeU, Ze haYe QRW \eW Ueached Whe
liPiWV Rf Whe lRgical cRQQecWiRQV.

LeW XV leaYe hiVWRU\ QRZ aQd cRQVideU e[iVWiQg (bRXUgeRiV) VRcieW\.
IQ WhiV VRcieW\, Whe UelaWiRQ beWZeeQ Whe iQdiYidXal aQd Whe VRcial
e[iVWV. HRZ cRXld iW QRW e[iVW? The PXWXal e[WeUiRUiW\ Rf Whe
iQdiYidXal aQd Whe VRcial haV QeYeU beeQ aQ\WhiQg PRUe WhaQ a
deceSWiYe UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ: eYeQ ZheQ Whe iQdiYidXal WhiQkV he iV
VeSaUaWiQg hiPVelf fURP VRcieW\, he UePaiQV a VRcial beiQg. AQd VR
Whe UelaWiRQ e[iVWV, bXW VRcial UealiW\ iV VXch WhaW WhiV Ueal aQd
iQcRPSleWe UelaWiRQ lieV hiddeQ; fRU WhiV UeaVRQ iW caQ be
PiVXQdeUVWRRd. IW iV QeiWheU cRQVciRXV QRU XQcRQVciRXV iQ Whe VeQVe
WhaW aQ RccXlW RU RbVcXUe VXbVWaQWial UealiW\ iV. IW iV hiddeQ beQeaWh
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV Zhich UeQdeU iW eʃecWiYe aQd eɽcieQW: QRUPV,
aWWiWXdeV, V\PbRlV, YalXeV. The SUeVeQW-da\ cRQfRUPiVP Zhich lieV aW
Whe heaUW Rf eYeU\da\ baQaliW\ iV haSS\ WR acceSW QRUPV aQd PRdelV
aV WhRXgh Whe\ ZeUe Whe WUXe ¶iQdiYidXal/VRcieW\· UelaWiRQ, UaWheU
WhaQ aQ eʃecWiYe PediaWiRQ Rf iW. AQ eVVeQWial elePeQW Rf Whe
VWUXcWXUe Rf WhiV VRcieW\ aQd Rf Whe ¶iQdiYidXal/VRcieW\· UelaWiRQV
ZiWhiQ iWV fUaPeZRUkV iV WhaW WheUe be a lack Rf kQRZledge Rf WheP.
AQd if Whe Ueal UelaWiRQ dReV becRPe aSSaUeQW, iW iV alZa\V iQ aQ
iQcRPSleWe aQd PXWilaWed PaQQeU. IV WhiV QRW ZhaW haSSeQV iQ Whe



laUge ecRQRPic aQd bXUeaXcUaWi]ed RUgaQi]aWiRQV ZiWhiQ
PRQRSRliVWic VWaWe caSiWaliVP? The iQdiYidXal ɹUPl\ belieYeV iQ
¶VRcieW\·, aQd VeeV hiPVelf aV a PePbeU Rf iW; bXW WhiV VRcieW\ iV
QRWhiQg PRUe WhaQ a liPiWed cRPSaQ\, iQ Whe caSiWaliVW VeQVe.26

BecaXVe Whe ¶iQdiYidXal/VRcieW\· UelaWiRQ iV QRW kQRZQ RU
UecRgQi]ed aV VXch, becaXVe iW UePaiQV RSaTXe aQd becaXVe ceUWaiQ
Rf Whe VRciall\ iPSRVed Za\V iW iV UeSUeVeQWed dR QRW Wall\ ZiWh Whe
¶liYed· (Whe iQdiYidXal ZiWhiQ SUa[iV), Whe iQdiYidXal WUieV WR ɹQd RXW
ZhaW WhiV UelaWiRQ Ueall\ iV. HiV lack Rf kQRZledge giYeV UiVe WR a
fXQdaPeQWal XQeaViQeVV Zhich iV aV VWiPXlaWiQg aV iW iV deVWUXcWiYe,
aQd WhiV iV Whe cRQWe[W iQ Zhich he UecRQVWUXcWV Whe UelaWiRQ. BXW he
dReV VR XViQg UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV Zhich haYe beeQ deYelRSed fRU WhiV
YeU\ SXUSRVe. The ¶iQdiYidXal/VRcieW\· UelaWiRQ becRPeV Whe RbjecW Rf
a YaUieW\ Rf WheRUi]aWiRQV Zhich ePSlR\ elePeQWV bRUURZed RQ Whe
RQe haQd fURP Whe liYed aQd fURP VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle, aQd RQ Whe
RWheU fURP iQVWiWXWiRQV aQd ideRlRgieV. IgQRUed RU PiVXQdeUVWRRd,
Whe Ueal UelaWiRQ becRPeV cRPSleWel\ alieQaWed aQd fRVVili]ed
(Ueiɹed) iQ a deceSWiYe aQd liPiWiQg UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ. IQVWead Rf
SaUWiciSaWiQg fXll\ aQd cRQVciRXVl\ iQ VRcial SUa[iV, Whe iQdiYidXal
cRQVWUXcWV hiPVelf RQ Whe baViV Rf a SaUWicXlaU fRUP aQd a
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ Rf WhaW fRUP. IQ hiV eʃRUW WR UediVcRYeU Whe hiddeQ
UelaWiRQ he VWUa\V eYeQ faUWheU fURP iW aQd lRVeV hiV SRZeUV (hiV
SRVVibiliWieV). He becRPeV iPSUiVRQed ZiWhiQ hiPVelf. ThiV aWWiWXde
b\ Zhich he iV fRUPed aV a cRQVciRXV iQdiYidXal, aQd Zhich Zill
VRRQ becRPe a PeUe cRllecWiRQ Rf behaYiRXU SaWWeUQV aQd
VWeUeRW\SeV, iPSlieV VRPe deceSWiYel\ cUeaWiYe SRVWXlaWeV: Whe
¶iQdiYidXal/VRcieW\· UelaWiRQ PXVW aQd caQ be cUeaWed ² VRcieW\ haV a
cRheUeQce aQd a XQiW\, ViQce iWV iQQeU cRQWUadicWiRQV aUe QRW Rf
SUiPe iPSRUWaQce. ThXV iQ all gRRd cRQVcieQce, gRRd Zill aQd gRRd
faiWh, Whe iQdiYidXal Zill bXild hiV ¶VRXl·. The baVic PaWeUialV Rf WhiV
¶VRXl· Zill be UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV, aQd WheVe Zill cRPe XS agaiQVW RWheU,
SUeYiRXVl\ acceSWed UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV, Zhich Whe\ Zill eiWheU
challeQge RU UeiQfRUce. IQ all gRRd cRQVcieQce, Whe iQdiYidXal Zill
belieYe WhaW he iV liYiQg WR Whe fXll; hiV ¶VRXl· Zill be hiV RZQ cUeaWiYe
ZRUk, aQd eYeQ a kiQd Rf cXlWXUal ZRUk iQ Zhich cUeaWiYiW\ aQd
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV aUe liYed aV eYeU\da\ facWV. IQ VR faU aV Whe\ aUe



VWable UealiWieV, WheVe ¶VRXlV· eQWeU iQWR a lRgical VWUXcWXUe ZiWhiQ
dialecWical PRYePeQW. ThiV deWeUPiQaWiRQ iQWeUacWV ZiWh Whe RWheU
ecRQRPic aQd VRcial deWeUPiQaWiRQV. IW VXSeUiPSRVeV iWVelf RQ WheP
iQ a cRPSle[ UelaWiRQ Rf UeVRQaQce RU diVVRQaQce. IW dReV QRW
VXSSlaQW WheP aQd dReV QRW deVWUR\ WheP.

IQ Whe UelaWiRQ WhXV SXW WRgeWheU, i.e., cRQVWUXcWed, leW XV RbVeUYe
WhUee (lRgical) PRPeQWV:

a¬ ¬ general, absWracW, meWaph\sical: Whe UelaWiRQ Rf Whe ¶VRXl· ZiWh
VRcieW\ iQ geQeUal, UeSUeVeQWed aV a ZhRle;

b¬¬parWicXlar, posiWiYe, pragmaWic: ViQce he SeUceiYeV VRcieW\ aV a giYeQ,
Whe SURbleP fRU Whe iQdiYidXal iV WR eVWabliVh a deWeUPiQed
UelaWiRQ ZiWh WhiV giYeQ VRcieW\, iQ giYeQ cRQdiWiRQV;

c¬¬singXlar, m\sWic, personal: Whe UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ Zhich Whe iQdiYidXal
haV Rf hiPVelf aV diʃeUeQce aQd iQ-diʃeUeQce, aV iUUedXcible
RUigiQaliW\ aQd aV SeUVRQaliW\.

ThXV Whe acWiYe UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ aQd Whe ¶liYed· Zhich iW UeSUeVeQWV
eQWeU iQWR Whe lRgical SaWWeUQ Rf claVVic V\llRgiVP:
geQeUal/SaUWicXlaU/ViQgXlaU. Each lRgical ¶PRPeQW· iPSlieV aQRWheU,
aQd Whe\ all aVVXPe VXbVWaQce aQd UealiW\ iQdeSeQdeQWl\ Rf each
RWheU. ThXV iQ Whe eYeU\da\ UealiW\ Rf e[iVWiQg (bRXUgeRiV) VRcieW\
Ze ɹQd Whe geQeUal W\Se, Whe SaUWicXlaU W\Se aQd Whe ViQgXlaU W\Se,
each RQe ePShaVi]iQg a lRgical elePeQW RU PRPeQW; ZhaW iV PRUe,
aW Whe heaUW Rf each claVV RU W\Se Ze UediVcRYeU all Whe RWheU
PRPeQWV, iQ a VXbRUdiQaWed RU UeceVViYe VWaWe. FRU e[aPSle, iQ Whe
claVV (iQ Whe lRgical VeQVe Rf Whe WeUP), i.e., iQ Whe geQeUal W\Se, Ze
Zill UecRgQi]e RQe geQeUal W\Se (RU VXbclaVV, RU VXbW\Se), aQRWheU
SaUWicXlaU RQe aQd aQRWheU ViQgXlaU RQe. ThXV Ze Zill haYe a fRUPal
cRPbiQaWiRQ: A.B.C.; A (a,b,c), B (a,b,c), C (a,b,c); A (aa, ab, ac «)
ZiWh iPSlied W\SeV, VXbW\SeV aQd VXb-VXbW\SeV.

A. The general W\pe. ThiV iV Whe higheVW claVV RU W\Se; he cRQVideUV
Whe UelaWiRQ ZiWh VRcieW\ cRQVciRXVl\ aQd WakeV iW aV a cRQVWaQW
RbjecW Rf WhRXghW aQd PediWaWiRQ; hRZeYeU, hiV cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf Whe
VRcial UePaiQV abVWUacW.



A.a. The UWopian. UWRSiaQiVP SRVeV Whe fXQdaPeQWal SURbleP Rf
Whe iQdiYidXal/VRcieW\ UelaWiRQ iQ VXch SeUfecWl\ cleaU WeUPV WhaW Whe
abVXUdiW\ Rf fRUPXlaWiQg iW abVWUacWl\ b\ PeaQV Rf WZR PXWXall\
iQdeSeQdeQW aQd e[WeUQal WeUPV becRPeV bliQdiQgl\ RbYiRXV. The
UWRSiaQ kQRZV WhaW Whe WUXWh Rf SUa[iV cRQViVWV iQ a cRQVciRXV
RQeQeVV: Whe eYeU\da\/Whe ZhRle, Whe iQdiYidXal/VRcieW\, RU eYeQ
Whe iQdiYidXal/Whe hXPaQ Uace. HRZeYeU he VeeV WhiV WUXWh aV a SXUe
ideal RXWVide Whe Ueal, VRPeWhiQg WR be cUeaWed e[ nihilo. He caQQRW
Vee WhaW WhiV RQeQeVV alUead\ e[iVWV, bXW iQ aQ iQcRPSleWe Za\,
PXWilaWed, alieQaWed, PaiQl\ becaXVe iW lackV cRQVciRXV e[SUeVViRQ.
ThXV Whe UWRSiaQ iQ Whe claVVic VeQVe Rf Whe WeUP ZiVheV WR cUeaWe a
QeZ VRcieW\ aQd aQ eQWiUel\ QeZ life, ZiWh QeZ PeQ, iQdiYidXalV
XQiWed iQ WheiU deViUe WR VigQ XS WR a QeZ VRcial cRQWUacW. He WhiQkV
WhiV iV eaV\ WR achieYe, ViQce iW UelieV PeUel\ RQ Whe cRQVeQW Rf a
ceUWaiQ QXPbeU Rf PiQdV ViPilaU WR hiV RZQ. He iV QRW YeU\ aZaUe Rf
Whe SUacWical cRQdiWiRQV aQd SURblePV. FRU hiP, Whe SUiQciSle Rf Whe
ideQWicalQeVV aQd RQeQeVV Rf Whe ¶iQdiYidXal/VRcieW\· UelaWiRQ
UePaiQV geQeUal, lRgical aQd abVWUacW, UaWheU WhaQ beiQg cRQcUeWe
aQd dialecWical. DeYRid Rf PeaQV, Whe SXUe aiP becRPeV a falVe RQe.
MaQkiQd Zill fail, bXW Whe failXUe Zill be a QRble RQe.

SXbW\pes: ¶IdealiVWV· iQ Whe cRPPRQSlace VeQVe; dUeaPeUV,
UefRUPeUV aQd fRXQdeUV Rf VecWV; leadeUV Rf liWeUaU\ RU aUWiVWic
PRYePeQWV, eWc.

SXb-sXbW\pes: Whe PiVXQdeUVWRRd, PaUW\UV, PiQRU SReWV¬«
A.b. The man of acWion. The RSSRViWe Rf Whe UWRSiaQ, aQd hiV

cRPSlePeQW, he giYeV SUiRUiW\ WR Whe Ueal, Ueali]aWiRQ aQd PeaQV. FRU
hiP, Whe daWa Rf SURblePV aUe VRlid gURXQd. He XVeV WheP aV a
fRRWhRld. He haV liWWle cRQceUQ fRU ZhaW Pa\ be iQ Whe diVWaQce. He
acceSWV gRalV Zhich cRPe fURP be\RQd hiPVelf aQd hiV RZQ
WhRXghW. He VSeQdV liWWle WiPe PXlliQg RYeU Whe gRalV aQd a lRW Rf
WiPe RQ Whe iQWeUeVWV aQd RQ Whe VRlid PeaQV Rf acWiRQ. IQ Whe caVe Rf
Whe UWRSiaQ, RQl\ Whe eQdV cRXQWed, aQd ZiWhRXW PeaQV, Whe WUXe
gRal becaPe a falVe RQe. IQ Whe caVe Rf Whe PaQ ZhR ZaQWV acWiRQ
fRU acWiRQ·V Vake, gRRd aQd geQXiQe PeaQV becRPe dXbiRXV if Whe
gRal fRU Zhich Whe\ aUe XVed iV aQ XQceUWaiQ RQe. He WhiQkV he iV
fUee, bXW he iV Whe XQcRQVciRXV VlaYe Rf Ueal hiVWRUical fRUceV. If



geQXiQe fUeedRP caQ be deɹQed aV kQRZledge aQd PaVWeU\ Rf
QeceVViW\, Whe fUeedRP Rf Whe SXUe PaQ Rf acWiRQ caQ be deɹQed aV
igQRUaQce Rf hiV RZQ eQVlaYePeQW. APRQg Whe hXPbleU
UeSUeVeQWaWiYeV Rf WhiV W\Se Ze ɹQd ageQWV aQd hiUed PeQ ² aPRQg
iWV PRUe illXVWUiRXV UeSUeVeQWaWiYeV aUe eQlighWeQed deVSRWV, aQd
ceUWaiQ caSWaiQV Rf iQdXVWU\ aQd kiQgV Rf ɹQaQce. The\ caQ RQl\
¶VXcceed· b\ e[SlRiWiQg Whe VWXSidiW\ Rf RWheU SeRSle; WheiU caUeeUV
eQd WUagicall\ aQd Whe\ caQQRW XQdeUVWaQd ZhaW haV haSSeQed WR
WheP.

Opposed sXbW\pes: Whe acWiYiVW aQd Whe PiliWaQW; Whe RUgaQi]eU aQd
RUgaQi]aWiRQal PaQ; Whe SRliWiciaQ; Whe bRVV; Whe Pale ¶RaVWigQac·
aQd Whe fePale RQe (a UeceQW VSecieV).27

A.c. The Whinker. He deVSiVeV Whe UWRSiaQ becaXVe Whe UWRSiaQ iV
QRW a PaQ Rf acWiRQ. He deVSiVeV Whe PaQ Rf acWiRQ becaXVe Whe PaQ
Rf acWiRQ iV QRW a UWRSiaQ. He iV a WhiQkeU, WheUefRUe he WhiQkV. He iV
SaUWicXlaUl\ fRQd Rf SURblePV Rf PeWhRd. He WeQdV WR ePShaVi]e
SeUVRQaliW\, Zhich he XQdeUVWaQdV WR be Whe RSSRViWe Rf Whe VRcial,
bXW he WUieV WR UecRQcile WhiV RSSRViWiRQ b\ beiQg adaSWable. IQ facW,
Whe WhiQkeU iV a VXbRUdiQaWe Rf Whe UWRSiaQV iQ ideRlRgical WeUPV,
aQd a VXbRUdiQaWe Rf Whe PeQ Rf acWiRQ iQ SUacWical WeUPV. DelXded
b\ hiV RZQ PeWhRdRlRgical RU ¶iQWellecWXal· eɽcieQc\, he eʃRUWleVVl\
cRPbiQeV Whe iQacWiYiW\ Rf Whe fRUPeU ZiWh Whe lack Rf aZaUeQeVV Rf
Whe laWWeU. He iQWeUSUeWV Whe ZRUld, aQd WhiQkV he haV WUaQVfRUPed iW.
He cRPeV WR belieYe WhaW ideaV acW b\ WhePVelYeV, RU eQdV XS
adRSWiQg aQ ideRlRg\ Zhich jXVWiɹeV hiV Ueal life.

Opposed and complemenWar\ sXbW\pes: Whe V\VWePaWic ShilRVRSheU;
Whe eVVa\iVW; Whe eWeUQall\ PiVXQdeUVWRRd; Whe UeVigQed ZRPaQ; Whe
ePbiWWeUed cXckRld, eWc.

B. The parWicXlar W\pe. The ¶iQdiYidXal/VRcial· UelaWiRQ ceaVeV WR be
SeUceiYed aV VXch. If WheUe iV aQ\ aZaUeQeVV Rf Whe VRcial, iW iV aV Whe
SRVWXlaWe Rf a liPiWed SUacWical acWiYiW\. ThXV Whe UelaWiRQ iV UedXced
WR Whe SaUWicXlaUiW\ Rf Whe iQdiYidXal ZiWhiQ a liPiWed gURXS. IQ Whe
ZRUdV Rf WhiV iQdiYidXal, ShilRVRSheUV aUe QRW SUacWical, aQd WheUe iV
QR VRcial SURbleP; eYeU\WhiQg iV a PeUe TXeVWiRQ Rf fRUce aQd
adaSWiRQ, ZheWheU b\ cRQVWUaiQW RU b\ cRQVeQW.



B.a. The ciYil serYanW (Whe bXreaXcraW). WiWh a biW Rf SUefeUeQWial
WUeaWPeQW, a liWWle VaYY\, a VeUiRXV aWWiWXde aQd a cRXSle Rf
TXaliɹcaWiRQV, all Zill be Zell. RePePbeU Whe UeVSecW Ze RZe WR Whe
hieUaUch\ iQVide Zhich Ze aUe RQ Whe XS aQd XS. ThiQgV beiQg ZhaW
Whe\ aUe, all Ze Qeed dR iV WR be YiUWXRXV iQ SUiQciSle, i.e., WR Pake
YiUWXe Whe SUiQciSle Rf Whe VWaWe aQd WR Pake deceQc\ Whe SUiQciSle Rf
bXUeaXcUac\.

SXbW\pes: Whe cRQfRUPiVW; Whe VSecialiVW; Whe Zell-iQfRUPed PaQ
ZhR haV hiV ɹQgeU RQ Whe SXlVe Rf WhiQgV; Whe SedaQW (Whe SRlicePaQ
Rf kQRZledge); Whe ciWi]eQ; Whe PaWURQ RU eWeUQal PRWheU; Whe
PePbeU Rf Whe Acadpmie franoaise.

B.b. The middleman or Whe bohemian. The UeYeUVe aQd Whe
cRPSlePeQW Rf Whe bXUeaXcUaW, WhiV eUVaW] ciYil VeUYaQW WUieV WR
RccXS\ eYeU\ aYailable hRle iQ Whe VRcial aXWRPaWiVP WR Zhich he
RZeV hiV aSSRiQWPeQW. AlWhRXgh WhiV haV QR VWaWXV, aQd cRPeV WR
hiP fURP RXWVide, he cRQVideUV iW WR be Whe fUeeVW aQd PRVW
iQWeUQali]ed acW Rf hiV RZQ SeUVRQal iQiWiaWiYe. AlWhRXgh hiV fXQcWiRQ
iV WR acW aV a VafeW\ YalYe RU cRQdXcWRU, he VeeV hiPVelf aW Whe
VXPPiW Rf Whe hieUaUch\. He deVSiVeV bXUeaXcUac\ fRU beiQg WRR
VWaid aQd WRR SUagPaWic, aQd WhiQkV he iV XViQg iW. IQ facW, b\
VZeeWeQiQg iWV bUXWal PeWhRdV aQd b\ adaSWiQg iW WR lRcal cRQdiWiRQV,
iW iV he ZhR iV beiQg XVed b\ bXUeaXcUac\.

Opposed and complemenWar\ sXbW\pes: SeRSle iQ ¶SXblic UelaWiRQV·
aQd ¶SeUVRQQel PaQagePeQW·; SXbliciW\ ageQWV; liWeUaU\ cUiWicV
(beQigQ RQeV); laZ\eUV; Zell-PeaQiQg liWWle SUieVWV; bURkeUV; PaVWeUV
Rf ceUePRQ\; deWecWiYeV, eWc.

B.c. The independenW man. He belieYeV WhaW cRQVcieQWiRXV ZRUk iV
Whe RQl\ URad WR VXcceVV. ¶AfWeU all, Ze Qeed UighW-PiQded fRlk ZhR
dR aQ hRQeVW da\·V ZRUk aQd ZhR aUe QRW WheUe PeUel\ fRU Whe VhRZ.
Ma\be XV lRW aUeQ·W faPRXV, bXW aW leaVW Ze·Ue RXU RZQ PeQ. The
VWaWe, ciYil VeUYaQWV, WhiQkeUV aQd ZhaW Whe\ WhiQk, aUW, UeligiRQ ²
ZhaW·V iW all fRU if QRW WR be Pade XVe Rf aQd WR Pake RXU liYeV WhaW
liWWle biW PRUe eQjR\able¬ «?· SXch aUe Whe iQdeSeQdeQW PaQ·V
WhRXghWV aV he VeWV XS hiV liWWle bXViQeVV. A gRRd hXVbaQd aQd a
gRRd faWheU, Rʃ he gReV WR ZaU WR geW cRQYeQieQWl\ killed fRU hiV
cRXQWU\. IV he Whe XQkQRZQ VRldieU? He ceUWaiQl\ iV. OQ ɹ[ed da\V Rf



Whe \eaU he UePePbeUV WhaW he iV a ciWi]eQ, aQd gReV WR YRWe. HiV life
Pa\ UeYRlYe aURXQd hiPVelf aQd hiV UelaWiRQVhiSV, bXW he haV a cleaU
cRQVcieQce, fRU VXUel\ hiV Za\ Rf life iV eVVeQWial QRW RQl\ WR hiPVelf
bXW alVR fRU Whe Zell-beiQg aQd e[iVWeQce Rf VRcieW\. ¶If eYeU\RQe
WhRXghW RQl\ Rf WhePVelYeV, aQd if GRd WhRXghW Rf eYeU\RQe, ZhaW a
ZRQdeUfXl ZRUld iW ZRXld be.·

Opposed and complemenWar\ sXbW\pes: Whe cUiPiQal; Whe Vcab; Whe
SURfeVViRQal dRXble-dealeU; Whe e[SeUW; Whe SXUe glaQce aQd Whe
YR\eXU.

C. The singXlar W\pe. IQ Whe SUeYiRXV WZR claVVeV Rf W\SeV, Whe
UelaWiRQ ZiWh Whe VRcial e[iVWed, bXW iQ a P\VWiɹed fRUP aQd
UecRQVWUXcWed PiVleadiQgl\ iQ a UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ. SR iQ A.a, Whe
UelaWiRQ aSSeaUV aV gRRdZill, fRllRZed b\ aQ iQabiliW\ WR Pake iW
Ueal. IQ A.b, Whe UelaWiRQ iV aV VhaUSl\ SUeVeQWed aV iW iV iQ A.a, bXW iQ
a QegaWiYe fRUP: Whe VWUeQgWh Rf WhiV posiWiYe chaUacWeU cRPeV fURP
hiV negaWiYe cRPSleWeQeVV. ThiV W\Se Rf iQdiYidXal haV VRld hiV
gRRdZill iQ e[chaQge fRU VXcceVV. He iPagiQeV WhaW Whe VWUXcWXUe Rf
VRcieW\ iV WheUe WR VeUYe hiP, aQd WhaW b\ e[SlRiWiQg iW he haV
RYeUcRPe Whe ¶iQdiYidXal/VRcieW\· diYiViRQ RU Whe ¶SUiYaWe/SXblic·
diYiViRQ WR hiV SeUVRQal adYaQWage. IQ facW, alWhRXgh he iV XViQg
VRcieW\ fRU hiV RZQ eQdV aQd iV cRQWURlliQg iW fRU WhaW SXUSRVe, he iV
allRZiQg hiPVelf WR becRPe eQVlaYed b\ Whe UeacWiRQaU\ VRcial fRUceV
Rf WhaW VRcieW\, ZiWhRXW kQRZiQg hRZ, aQd ZiWhRXW eYeQ Ueali]iQg iW.
IQ A.c, Whe UelaWiRQ degeQeUaWeV VRPeZhaW PRUe, bRWh iQ SUacWice
aQd iQ iWV UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ. RaWheU WhaQ beiQg QegaWiYe, iW becRPeV
iQdiʃeUeQW. The iQdiYidXal SXWV hiPVelf ¶abRYe VRcieW\·. ThiV iV Zh\
Whe ShilRVRSheU ɹQdV iW VR eaV\ WR iPagiQe WhaW he haV RYeUcRPe Whe
fXQdaPeQWal cRQWUadicWiRQV, iQ Whe MiQd, RU iQ hiV V\VWeP.

IQ Whe B gURXSV, Ze QR lRQgeU ɹQd VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle, eiWheU aV a
SUacWice RU aV a UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ. The UelaWiRQ iV beWZeeQ deliPiWed
VSheUeV, aQd VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle diViQWegUaWeV iQWR SaUWicXlaU gURXSV.
EYeU\ iQdiYidXal iQ WheVe gURXSV eQWeUV iQWR cRQWacW ZiWh RQe RU
VeYeUal ¶ciUcleV· Zhich he WakeV WR be VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle. IQ WhiV Za\
Whe ciYil VeUYaQW, RU eYeQ Whe SURfeVViRQal iQWellecWXal, belieYeV iQ
Whe geQeUaliW\ Rf hiV e[SeUieQce, ZheUeaV iQ facW all he haV
e[SeUieQced iV a VXP WRWal Rf SaUWicXlaUiWieV aQd SaUWicXlaU gURXSV.



The PiddlePaQ iPagiQeV WhaW he haV a VWUaWeg\ fRU RYeUcRPiQg Whe
fUagPeQWaWiRQ aQd Whe diYiViRQ Rf labRXU: WR WUaYel eYeU\ZheUe, WR
Vee Whe ZRUld. He WhiQkV he haV gUaVSed Whe WRWaliW\, ZheUeaV iQ facW
he iV fXlɹlliQg a fXQcWiRQ: he liQkV SeRSle WRgeWheU. AV fRU Whe
iQdeSeQdeQW W\Se, he bXUieV hiV head iQ Whe UealQeVV Rf a fUagPeQWed
acWiYiW\ aQd WhiQkV he haV UeVRlYed Whe VaPe SURbleP.

IQ gURXS C, Ze ZiWQeVV Whe cRPSleWe degeQeUaWiRQ Rf Whe
¶iQdiYidXal/VRcial· UelaWiRQ. NRW RQl\ dReV iW becRPe blXUUed; iW alVR
diVVRlYeV aQd YaQiVheV. The WeUP ¶VRcieW\· diVaSSeaUV fURP
cRQVciRXVQeVV; bXW Whe RQl\ Za\ iW caQ Ueall\ diVaSSeaU iV aV a UeVXlW
Rf a SaWhRlRgical VWaWe. ThXV VRcieW\ aSSeaUV WR be cRPSleWel\
diVgXiVed, aQd Whe UeWXUQ WR geQeUaliW\ iV achieYed b\ Whe iQYeQWiRQ
Rf cRPSleWel\ ShRQe\ UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV. SR lRgical VWUXcWXUe dReV QRW
VWRS alieQaWiRQ. ThiV iV WZR-Vided, aQd cRQViVWV Rf a ZeakeQiQg Rf
aQ\ cRQcUeWe liQk, aQd Rf a VeUieV Rf aUbiWUaU\ UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV
(eWhical, aeVWheWic, eWc.). The iQdiYidXal PaQ Rf W\Se C VeeV hiPVelf
faciQg Whe ¶ZRUld· alRQe, aQd he WUieV WR aWWaiQ iW ZiWhRXW Whe
PediaWiRQ Rf Whe VRcial, Rf hiVWRU\ aQd Rf SUacWice. AQ iQWXiWiYe VeQVe
Rf a SXUe ¶Velf· leadV hiP fURP a liYed, eYeU\da\ ViWXaWiRQ iQWR
iUUefXWable feWiVhiVPV. HeUe, chaUacWeU SeU Ve diVaSSeaUV. EYeU\WhiQg
becRPeV aWWiWXde, URle-Sla\, WheaWUicalV, acWed RXW RQ Whe WheRUeWical
VWage Rf a YXlgaU ePSiUiciVP.

C.a. The fanaWic. A cRaUVel\ egRWiVWical ¶Velf· diVgXiVeV iWVelf XQdeU
cRVPic baQQeUV: gRd, QaWXUe, ¶ZRUld·. ThiV iQdiYidXal VeeV hiPVelf
faciQg Whe XQiYeUVe, aQd hiV RQl\ UelaWiRQ iV ZiWh Whe ¶ZRUld·. ThXV
he belieYeV hiPVelf WR be XQiYeUVal, ZheUeaV iQ facW QRbRd\ cRXld be
PRUe ViQgXlaU. He aVVeUWV hiPVelf h\SRcUiWicall\ b\ XViQg Whe ¶ZRUld·
aV a VSheUe Rf iQɻXeQce aQd Velf-jXVWiɹcaWiRQ. ThiV chaUacWeU, RU
UaWheU WhiV aWWiWXde, eQcRPSaVVeV YaUiRXV VWageV aQd YaUiaQWV, fURP
Whe cRld-blRRded calcXlaWRU diVgXiVed aV a KiQdl\ SRXl WR Whe
UeligiRXV faQaWic. ThiV W\Se iV fRUcefXl aQd feURciRXV iQ eTXal
PeaVXUe.

SXbW\pes: Whe Lad\; Whe SVeXdR-SReW; Whe KiQdl\ SRXlV.
C.b. The opposiWionisW. IQ C.a. WheUe iV a cRQVciRXV ePShaViV RQ Whe

¶ZRUld·. IQ C.b., Whe ePShaViV iV e[SUeVVl\ RQ Whe Self. C.a. Va\V \eV;
C.b. Va\V QR. C.a. iV a h\SRcUiWe; C.b. iV a facile c\Qic. The W\Se



ZhRVe chaUacWeU iV RSSRViWiRQal deɹQeV hiV ¶Velf· aV Whe cRQWUaU\ Rf
VRPeRQe RU VRPeWhiQg, aQd RfWeQ aV Whe cRQWUaU\ Rf eYeU\WhiQg
Zhich iV QRW hiP. He iV ¶SUR eYeU\WhiQg aQWi, aQd aQWi eYeU\WhiQg
SUR·. He WhiQkV he iV PRUe VhaUS-ZiWWed aQd hXPaQ WhaQ Whe faQaWic;
aQd \eW alWhRXgh hiV diVSRViWiRQ iV Whe cRPSleWe RSSRViWe, he
SeUfRUPV Whe VaPe kiQd Rf VRcial (i.e., aQWiVRcial) acWiRQV. DeeS
ZiWhiQ hiV cRQVciRXVQeVV²XQcRQVciRXVQeVV he iV RfWeQ fUXVWUaWed. Of
all Whe W\SeV, WhiV iV SURbabl\ Whe PRVW XQVWable. SRPeWiPeV hiV
UelaWiRQ ZiWh SUa[iV ViQkV eYeQ lRZeU, i.e., eYeQ faUWheU fURP WhaW Rf
a geQXiQe cRQVciRXVQeVV. SRPeWiPeV he ɹQdV a Za\ RXW; he eVcaSeV
fURP Whe SUiVRQ Rf hiV RZQ chaUacWeU. We caQ RfWeQ deWecW WUaceV Rf
iQfaQWiliW\ iQ hiP, aV Zell aV PaQ\ ɻagUaQW cRQWUadicWiRQV (fRU
e[aPSle, Whe VXSeUVWiWiRXV aWheiVW).

SXbW\pes: Whe RVWeQWaWiRXV aQaUchiVW aQd Whe RVWeQWaWiRXV
aQWicleUic; Whe h\SeUcUiWic.

C.c. The pompoXs idioW. ThiV RQe iV Zell aQchRUed iQ Whe eYeU\da\;
he cRllecWV iWV PRVW cRPPRQSlace cRQWeQWV aQd iQɻaWeV WheP
cUXdel\. He XVeV WUiYialiW\ WR diVcRYeU ZiVdRP, a ShilRVRSh\, a
YiViRQ Rf Whe ZRUld. FRU e[aPSle, he e[WUacWV SURYeUbial Va\iQgV
fURP WheiU iURQic cRQWe[W, WheiU PXWXal RSSRViWiRQV aQd cRUUecWiRQV,
aQd WXUQV WheP iQWR eWeUQal WUXWhV. TheUe Zill alZa\V be Uich SeRSle
aQd WheUe Zill alZa\V be SRRU SeRSle. ThRVe SeRSle dRQ·W VXʃeU aV
Ze dR. MRQe\ caQ·W bX\ \RX haSSiQeVV. TheUe Zill alZa\V be ZaUV.
YRX caQ·W Pake aQ RPeleWWe ZiWhRXW bUeakiQg eggV. We aUeQ·W
chRiUbR\V. I·d UaWheU be a haSS\ Sig WhaQ aQ XQhaSS\ SRcUaWeV.
TheUe·V a QiS iQ Whe aiU, eWc.«

The SRPSRXV idiRWV aUe VR VWXSid WhaW Whe\ VeeP haUPleVV.
BecaXVe Rf WheiU UeWaUded aQd bliQkeUed iQdiYidXaliVP, Whe\ aUe eaV\
SUe\ fRU dePagRgXeV. ThURXgh Whe iQeUWia aQd PechaQical QaWXUe Rf
WheiU VWXSidiW\, Whe\ gR faUWheU WhaQ RWheUV PRUe WUeacheURXV RU
PRUe iQWelligeQW WhaQ WhePVelYeV iQ diViQWegUaWiQg Whe VRcial aQd Whe
hXPaQ.

SXbW\pes: WheVe aUe iQQXPeUable: Whe VeQWeQWiRXV Vage; Whe
VeUPRQi]eU; Whe aYid UeadeU; Whe ¶SXblic-VSiUiWed· PaQ, eWc.28



12 The total ɹeld

ThURXghRXW WhiV bRRk Ze haYe challeQged Whe UighW Rf Whe SaUWicXlaU
aQd fUagPeQWed VcieQceV WR eQcRPSaVV Whe ZhRle. NRW RQe Rf WheP
caQ claiP VRle UighW Rf acceVV WR ¶WRWaliW\·, bXW each iV eQWiWled WR
cRQWiQXe SXVhiQg iWV iQYeVWigaWiRQV faUWheU aQd faUWheU, ZiWhRXW
baUUieU RU iPSediPeQW. BXW Whe\ caQ RQl\ gUaVS SaUWial WRWaliWieV.

MRUeRYeU, Ze haYe acceSWed Whe idea Rf a ¶ɹeld·, Zhile UejecWiQg
Whe idea Rf a ¶cRQWiQXRXV ɹeld·. AUeaV, VecWRUV aQd UegiRQV caQQRW be
iQ SXUe aQd ViPSle jX[WaSRViWiRQ. HRZeYeU, Whe cRQceSWV Rf leYel,
XQeYeQQeVV, hiaWXV RU gaSV UXle RXW Whe UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ Rf aQ
iPPeQVe, cRheUeQWl\ cRQVWUXcWed VeW Rf VXb-VeWV: Whe WhRle. GaSV,
hRleV, VhadRZV aQd UeɻecWiRQV, abVeQceV ² WheVe WRR fRUP SaUW Rf Whe
WRWal ɹeld. TheUefRUe Ze UejecW Whe idea Rf a YaVW cRQWiQXXP Zhich
Whe fUagPeQWaU\ VcieQceV caQ PeWhRdicall\ aQd aQal\Wicall\ caUYe
iQWR SieceV. We alVR UejecW Whe idea Rf a VXP WRWal Rf aUeaV. Each
VSeciɹciW\ cRQVWiWXWeV aQ aUea, bXW Whe diVWiQcWiRQV aUe UelaWiYe, aQd
Ze haYe QR UighW WR caUU\ WheP WR Whe abVRlXWe.

While Ze UecRgQi]e Whe diɽcXlWieV iQheUeQW iQ Whe cRQceSW Rf
¶WRWaliW\·, Ze caQQRW dR ZiWhRXW iW. HRZeYeU, RQl\ if RXU
PeWhRdRlRg\ iV VcUXSXlRXVl\ SUXdeQW haYe Ze Whe UighW WR XVe iW.
HRZ caQ Ze deYelRS a PRUe-RU-leVV cRheUeQW PRdel WR UeSUeVeQW Whe
eQWiUe UaQge Rf kQRZledge aQd Whe ViWXaWiRQ Rf RXU RZQ VSeciɹc
VcieQce ZiWhiQ iW?

WRXld leYelV aQd VWageV cRQVWiWXWe a hieUaUch\, fURP a lRZ leYel
(Whe Sh\Vical leYel Rf iQeUW, PaWeUial QaWXUe) WR Whe higheVW leYel Rf
all (Whe eWhical aQd aeVWheWic leYel)? The UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ Rf a
hieUaUch\ like WhiV iV VWill PXch WRR ViPSle. WhaW cUiWeUiRQ VhRXld Ze
XVe WR claVVif\ WheVe VWageV aQd leYelV, iQ RUdeU Rf iPSRUWaQce? EYeU\
VWage caQ bUeak aZa\ fURP iWV iQiWial SRViWiRQ, RYeUWXUQiQg Whe eQWiUe
VeW aQd WakiQg SURPiQeQce bRWh iQ UealiW\ aQd iQ WhRXghW. FRU
iQVWaQce, dePRgUaSh\ caQ iQYade Whe VRcial aQd iQɻXeQce Whe cRXUVe
Rf hiVWRU\, RU eYeQ PRdif\ iW. The hiVWRUical (VXch aV a ZaU) caQ
diVUXSW Whe ecRQRPic, eWc. The SaWWeUQ Rf aQ aVceQdiQg VeUieV Rf



VWageV iV WRR PXch like a clXPV\ PeWaShRU ² a laddeU RU a ɻighW Rf
VWeSV ² WR be acceSWable.

ShRXld Ze gURXS Whe aUeaV aQd VecWRUV iQWR a ciUcXlaU SaWWeUQ,
ZiWh each aUea gRiQg fURP Whe ceQWUe WR a VecWiRQ Rf Whe
ciUcXPfeUeQce? ShRXld Ze iPagiQe a ciUcle Pade XS Rf ciUcleV, a
UiQg Pade XS Rf UiQgV? ThiV ZRXld be PRUe XVefXl WhaQ Whe laddeU
SaWWeUQ, b\ bUiQgiQg XV clRVeU WR RQe iPSRUWaQW WUXWh: QaPel\, WhaW
eYeU\WhiQg iV iQ eYeU\WhiQg aQd eYeU\WhiQg iV WRWal ² aQd \eW QRWhiQg
WhaW iV, iV iQ aQ\WhiQg RWheU WhaQ iWVelf. WiWhiQ RQeQeVV, WheUe aUe
diʃeUeQceV aQd diVjXQcWiRQV; bRWh acWiYel\ aQd SRWeQWiall\, WheUe iV
PXlWiSliciW\. EYeU\ hXPaQ ¶beiQg· iV Sh\Vical, biRlRgical, ecRQRPic,
VRcial RU VRciRlRgical, bXW XQeYeQl\, accRUdiQg WR Whe aVSecWV aQd Whe
PRPeQWV, VRPeWiPeV WhiV RQe PRUe WhaQ WhaW RQe, VRPeWiPeV WhaW
RQe PRUe WhaQ WhiV RQe, bXW ZiWhRXW eYeU lRViQg XQiW\ cRPSleWel\.
SR iW iV QRW ViPSl\ a TXeVWiRQ Rf lighWiQg, RU Rf SeUVSecWiYeV, bXW Rf a
¶UealiW\· Zhich PXVW be XQdeUVWRRd.

Sadl\, Whe ciUcXlaU SaWWeUQ iV aV VWaWic aV Whe liQeaU RQe. If Ze WU\
PakiQg iW PRbile (b\ XViQg Whe ɹgXUe RU fRUP Rf Whe VSiUal UaWheU
WhaQ Whe ciUcle, fRU e[aPSle) iW Zill becRPe TXiWe iPSUeciVe.

AQd VR, jXVW aV Ze haYe UejecWed RQWRlRgieV aQd cRVPRlRgieV, leW
XV (SURYiViRQall\) giYe XS WU\iQg WR cRQVWUXcW a deɹQed aQd
deɹQiWiYe UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ, Zhile aW Whe VaPe WiPe PakiQg VXUe QRW WR
UegUeVV iQWR SRViWiYiVP. The ¶WRWal ɹeld· Ze haYe befRUe XV iV aV
UXgged aV a PRXQWaiQ laQdVcaSe aQd aV WePSeVWXRXV aV Whe Vea. We
haYe PaSV WR gXide XV, bXW Whe\ Pake XV fRUgeW hRZ diYeUVe aQd
PagQiɹceQW iW all iV. The\ SiQSRiQW UegiRQV aQd VPall aUeaV iQ a Za\
Zhich igQRUeV Whe ɻXidiW\ Rf WheiU bRUdeUliQeV. WheQ each diVciSliQe
WUieV WR aWWaiQ Whe XQiYeUVal (Whe WRWal) iW caQQRW bXW VWiU XS cRQɻicWV,
aQd \eW iPSeUialiVP iV PRUWal. Each RQe PXVW ɹQd a modXs YiYendi
fRU iWVelf aQd fRU Whe RWheUV, PakiQg SacWV Zhich gUaQW Velf-
deWeUPiQaWiRQ WR WhRVe ZhR liYe iQ Whe QeighbRXUiQg VecWRUV.
TeQViRQV aUe fUXiWfXl; VXbVeUYieQce iV VWeUile.

The WRWal ɹeld caQ RQl\ be gUaVSed iQ a fUagPeQWaU\ Za\. We lRRk
fRU WRWaliW\, Ze aiP fRU iW: iW iV aQ Idea (like Whe idea Rf abVRlXWe
kQRZledge). YRX iPagiQe \RX haYe a fUagPeQW Rf iW iQ \RXU haQdV,
\RX hRld iW WighW, \RX cheUiVh iW, aQd VXddeQl\ iW aVVXPeV all UealiW\



aQd WUXWh. YRX haYe Whe aXdaciW\ WR claiP WhaW ZhaW \RX aUe
gUaVSiQg iV WRWaliW\ iWVelf. TheQ iPPediaWel\ iW bUeakV iQWR SieceV
agaiQ, aQd all WhaW UePaiQV iQ \RXU haQdV iV bXW a WiQ\ fUagPeQW.

WhaW Ze aUe faced ZiWh heUe iV a SUeciVe PeWhRdRlRgical SURbleP:
Whe SURbleP Rf releYance. GiYeQ a VeW Rf facWV, RQ ZhaW leYel VhRXld
Ze Slace iW, aQd accRUdiQg WR ZhaW cUiWeUiRQ? WhaW lighWiQg aQd
ZhaW WechQiTXeV VhRXld Ze XVe WR geW WR gUiSV ZiWh iW?

IW iV a YeU\ geQeUal TXeVWiRQ, bXW iW iV Rf SaUWicXlaU iQWeUeVW WR XV,
ViQce iQ Whe cRQfXViRQ Zhich W\SiɹeV eYeU\da\ life Ze aUe faced ZiWh
Sh\Vical elePeQWV, Sh\ViRlRgical elePeQWV, VRcial elePeQWV, eWc.

The UXleV Ze aUe abRXW WR la\ dRZQ UeTXiUe XV WR Wake ceUWaiQ
SUecaXWiRQV. The\ haYe QR RQWRlRgical SUeWeQViRQV. The\ aUe QRW
SXUel\ lRgical, QRU aUe Whe\ SXUel\ ePSiUical. The\ aUe aQ aWWePSW WR
geQeUali]e a VSeciɹc e[SeUiPeQW. The\ UefeU WR a SUa[iV, Whe SUa[iV Rf
kQRZledge. The\ aUe ViPilaU WR dialecWical lRgic aQd aUe cRQceUQed
ZiWh Whe cRQQecWiRQ beWZeeQ UeleYaQce aQd iUUeleYaQce. The
iQWelligeQW UeadeU Zill Vee Zh\ Whe\ diʃeU fURP Whe (RfWeQ SURfRXQd
bXW ɹQall\ XQVaWiVfacWRU\) SUeRccXSaWiRQV Rf SheQRPeQRlRgical
ShilRVRSh\. BXW leW XV be PRUe e[SliciW. We aUe PakiQg Whe cRQceSWV
aQd Whe PeWhRdRlRg\ dialecWical, aQd WhiV iV ZheUe Whe diʃeUeQce
lieV.

a) KQRZiQg WhaW Ze PXVW SURQRXQce RQ UeleYaQce, Ze PXVW Wake
RXU WiPe. FiUVW aQd fRUePRVW Ze PXVW VXVSeQd jXdgePeQW, aQd fRU a
lRQg WiPe.

b) A deciViRQ abRXW UeleYaQce iV QeYeU fXll\ acTXiUed aQd
deɹQiWiYe, like a deciViRQ iQ acWiRQ; iW caQ QeYeU aQVZeU TXeVWiRQV b\
a \eV RU a QR. AlWhRXgh iW acWV aV a gXide fRU UeVeaUch aQd
iQYeVWigaWiRQ, aQd VRPeWiPeV RQ a lRQg-WeUP baViV (VWUaWegicall\), iWV
iQYRlYePeQW iV QeYeU iUUeYeUVible. SRRQeU RU laWeU, iW PXVW be
challeQged. NR ¶VWUXcWXUaWiRQ· Rf Whe WRWal ɹeld caQ iPSRVe iWVelf aV
aQ eWeUQal WUXWh RU aV a lRgical VWaWePeQW.

c) The RQl\ VeWV Zhich aUe eaVil\ claVViɹed aUe WhRVe Zhich haYe
beeQ RYeUelabRUaWed, RYeUcRQceSWXali]ed, aQd WhXV e[haXVWed
(gUaVSed, cRXQWed, aQd VR URbbed Rf aQ\ elePeQW Rf VXUSUiVe).

d) TheUe iV QRWhiQg PRUe UeYealiQg aQd cUeaWiYe WhaQ Pi[ed
TXeVWiRQV, PaUgiQal eYeQWV, facWV Zhich aSSaUeQWl\ RU Ueall\



cRQWUadicW acTXiUed aQd acceSWed kQRZledge, aQd laWeUal cRQceSWV.
e) TheUe iV hiVWRU\, SV\chRlRg\, ecRQRPicV, eWc. HiVWRUiciVP,

VRciRlRgiVP, SV\chRlRgiVP, ecRQRPiVP aUe TXeVWiRQable, aQd eYeU\
VcieQce cRPeV iQ WaQdeP ZiWh iWV RZQ cUiWiTXe (Zhich VRRQeU RU
laWeU becRPeV a cUiWiTXe Rf cRPSeWeQce aQd UeleYaQce).

f) The RbVWacleV iQ Whe SaWh Rf kQRZledge ² iUUedXcibiliWieV ² aUe
QeYeU deɹQiWiYe. IQ RWheU ZRUdV, Ze PXVW QRW cRQfXVe ¶eVVeQce· ZiWh
¶QXcleXV·. The haUd, deQVe QXcleXVeV Rf facWV aQd ideaV, WheiU QRdeV
RU QRdal SRiQWV, aUe alVR ceQWUeV Rf iQWeUeVW aQd Rf SURblePV, aQd
WhXV Rf SRWeQWialiWieV. KQRZledge UeVRlYeV WheP RU diVeQWaQgleV
WheP. We diVcRYeU PediaWiRQV iQ Whe aSSaUeQWl\ XQPediaWed, aQd
Yice YeUVa. EYeU\ leYel Ze RbVeUYe SUeVeQWV XV ZiWh VeYeUal RWheUV WR
aQal\Ve. AgaiQ, becaXVe Rf WhiV, UeleYaQce iV QeYeU deɹQiWiYe, aQd
QeiWheU iV iUUeleYaQce.

g) GiYeQ a QXcleXV Zhich VeePV iUUedXcible (iUUeleYaQW), eYeU\
PeWhRd Rf aWWack iV Yalid: claVVic aQal\ViV, aUbiWUaU\ h\SRWheVeV,
UedXcWiRQ aQd SURYiViRQal SaUeQWheVeV, Whe fXll UaQge Rf cRQceSWV.

h) AQd VR UeleYaQce aQd iUUeleYaQce aUe aVSecWV Rf a VSeciɹc WacWic
aQd VWUaWeg\, Whe WacWic aQd VWUaWeg\ Rf VcieQce.



4

The Theory of the Semantic Field

1 The semantic ɹeld

The semanWic ɹeld Zhich Ze Zill QRZ aWWePSW WR deYelRS
cRQceSWXall\, RQl\ Ue-SUeVeQWV (PakeV SUeVeQW) a SaUW Rf Whe WRWal
ɹeld fRU XV. LaQgXage iWVelf RQl\ Ue-SUeVeQWV a SaUW Rf iW. ThXV Whe
VePaQWic ɹeld aQd laQgXage ZRXld be WZR leYelV Rf Whe RYeUall
e[SeUieQce Ze call SUa[iV RU Whe ¶WRWal ɹeld·. TheVe leYelV ZRXld be
liQked WRgeWheU b\ iPSlied PXWXal UelaWiRQV.

ThiV cRQceSWXal deYelRSPeQW cRQWaiQV a cUiWiTXe Rf Whe feWiVhiVP
Rf signiɹcaWion Zhich iV cXUUeQWl\ VR dRPiQaQW. We Zill WU\ WR VhRZ
WhaW WRgeWheU ZiWh, RU iQ Whe PaUgiQV Rf, Whe VigQiɹeU, Ze Zill alVR
ɹQd QRQ-VigQiɹeUV, aQd WheVe caQ be eʃecWiYe aQd iPSRUWaQW. Ma\be
ZhaW iV QRQ-VigQif\iQg QRZ cRXld be a SRWeQWial VigQiɹeU, ZaiWiQg WR
be XQeaUWhed b\ Whe WheRUeWiciaQ aV he VWURllV WhURXgh Whe VePaQWic
ɹeld like a VighWVeeU. AdPiWWedl\ WhiV iV SRVVible, bXW WheQ SeUhaSV
RQce iW haV becRPe a VigQiɹeU, Whe QRQ-VigQiɹeU Pa\ lRVe a UealiW\
aQd aQ eʃecWiYeQeVV Zhich iWV QRQ-VigQiɹcaWiRQ (iWV XQkQRZQ RU
PiVXQdeUVWRRd VigQiɹcaWiRQ) beVWRZV XSRQ iW. CaQ Whe RSeUaWiRQ Rf
WeaUiQg Whe QRQ-VigQiɹeU fURP iWV QRQ-VigQiɹcaWiRQ WR bUiQg iW RXW
iQWR Whe lighW Rf fRUPal aQd fRUPali]ed VigQiɹcaWiRQ be XQdeUWakeQ
ZiWhRXW PRdif\iQg iW? If Ze ZaQW WR VeaUch Whe eYeU\da\ fRU Whe
QRQ-VigQiɹeUV Zhich Pa\ be acWiYe ZiWhiQ iW Ze PXVW caWch WheP iQ
Whe URXgh, iQ WheiU XQcRQVciRXV RU PiVXQdeUVWRRd ViWXaWiRQ, aQd QRW



like ZaWeU-cUeaWXUeV ZUeQched fURP Whe deeS aQd lefW WR die iQ Whe
lighW Rf da\.

FRU WhiV UeaVRQ Ze feel Ze PXVW diVWiQgXiVh e[SUeVViRQ fURP
VigQiɹcaWiRQ, aQd keeS Whe WZR cRQceSWV (Whe e[SUeVViYe aQd Whe
VigQif\iQg) ViPXlWaQeRXVl\, VWXd\iQg WheiU cRQQecWiRQV aQd WheiU
cRQɻicWV, iQ a ZRUd, PakiQg WheP dialecWical.

AW Whe VaPe WiPe Ze Zill cRQWiQXe Whe cUiWiTXe Rf aQRWheU
feWiVhiVP, a cRURllaU\ Rf Whe SUeYiRXV RQe, WhaW Rf laQgXage.
CeUWaiQl\, laQgXage iV QRW ViPSl\ a means RU aQ iQVWUXPeQW
aQalRgRXV WR a haPPeU RU a ɹle. IWV XVe iV QRW ViPSl\ WR helS
cRPPXQicaWiRQ beWZeeQ PiQdV Zhich WR begiQ ZiWh ZeUe VeSaUaWel\
cRQVWiWXWed. IW iV iWVelf cRQVWiWXeQW. BXW beWZeeQ WhiV aQd Whe idea
WhaW iW iV a SUiYileged aQd VacUed Slace, Whe UealP Rf beiQg RU a
PRdaliW\ Rf beiQg, WheUe iV a chaVP Zhich VRPe ShilRVRSheUV aUe
UeckleVV eQRXgh WR cURVV. The\ aUe SUe\ WR Whe PeWaSh\VicV aQd Whe
RQWRlRg\ Rf Whe WRUd. If iW iV cRQVWiWXeQW, i.e., a WiPe aQd Slace RQ
Whe VePaQWic ɹeld, laQgXage iQ RXU RSiQiRQ iV QeYeUWheleVV a
mediaWion, aQd WhXV a PeaQV aQd aQ iPSlePeQW, bXW QRW aQ
iUUedXcible QXcleXV RU iQWelligible eVVeQce. We haYe alUead\ SRiQWed
RXW WhaW WhiV feWiVhiVW ShilRVRSh\ RccXUV iQ WaQdeP ZiWh a cUiViV Rf
laQgXage iWVelf. WhaW caXVeV iW aQd ZhaW aUe iWV eʃecWV? We Zill WU\
WR aQVZeU Whe TXeVWiRQ aV TXickl\ aV SRVVible. We Zill UeiQVWaWe
diVcXUViYeQeVV iQ RXU RZQ SaUWicXlaU Za\, b\ XQdeUVWaQdiQg iWV
cXUUeQW ViWXaWiRQ dialecWicall\ ² aV aQ aZaUeQeVV Rf LRgRV SeU Ve,
iPSl\iQg a diVWaQce iQ UelaWiRQ WR iW, aQd Whe deWeUPiQaWiRQ bRWh Rf
iWV leYel aQd iWV liPiWV. AQd VR RXU cUiWiTXe Zill be diUecWed agaiQVW
Whe feWiVhi]iQg Rf LRgRV aQd agaiQVW Whe diVVRlXWiRQ Rf laQgXage (RU
diVcRXUVe). We Zill cRQWiQXe WR ¶bUiQg· eYeU\da\ life iQWR laQgXage
bXW iQ Whe cRQWe[W Rf Whe e[SlRUaWiRQ Rf a VePaQWic ɹeld Zhich gReV
be\RQd diVcXUViYeQeVV SeU Ve.

ThiV WheRUeWical h\SRWheViV fRUbidV XV (aV Ze alUead\ kQRZ) fURP
adRSWiQg Whe sWrXcWXralism deUiYed fURP cRQWePSRUaU\ SaXVVXUiaQ
liQgXiVWicV. AV Ze haYe alUead\ WUied WR dePRQVWUaWe, VWUXcWXUe iV a
fRUPal iPSlePeQW aQd a VcieQWiɹc idea, aQd b\ h\SeUWURSh\iQg aQd
h\SRVWaVi]iQg iW, VWUXcWXUaliVP UeQdeUV iW VWeUile. FRU XV, Whe
aUbiWUaUiQeVV Rf Whe VigQ PXVW be VeeQ iQ UelaWiRQ WR Whe QRQ-



aUbiWUaUiQeVV Rf Whe QRQ-VigQiɹeU aQd Rf e[SUeVViYiW\. SWUXcWXUed b\ a
VeUieV Rf diVjXQcWiRQV, iPSlicaWiRQV, e[clXViRQV aQd iQclXViRQV RQ Whe
ShRQePic aV Zell aV Whe PRUShePic leYel, cRheUeQW diVcRXUVe
belRQgV WR a bURadeU ɹeld. TheUe aUe RWheU UegiRQV iQ WhiV ɹeld,
iQclXdiQg ¶\eV RU QR· TXeVWiRQV aQd aQVZeUV.

Ne[W, RQce Ze haYe deYelRSed Whe idea Rf Whe ¶VePaQWePe·, Ze
Zill Qeed WR e[aPiQe ZhaW Whe UelaWiRQ beWZeeQ cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\
life aQd a XQiYeUVal VePaQWicV iV, b\ PeaQV Rf a VeUieV Rf SaUWicXlaU
VePeiRlRgieV Zhich aUe SUeVeQWl\ cRQceiYable (i.e., Whe
¶cRPPXQicaWiRQV PRdel·).

2 Signals

IQ eYeU\RQe·V e[SeUieQce, WZR lighWV (Ued aQd gUeeQ) aUe Whe
SURWRW\Se Rf Whe VigQal. BiQaU\ aQd diVjXQcWiYe, Whe\ Rbe\ VWUicWl\
lRgical laZV, ¶all/QRWhiQg·, ¶eiWheU/RU·. The\ dR QRW allRZ fRU
iQWeUPediaUieV, WUaQViWiRQV RU eYRlXWiRQ. The\ RSeQ a Za\ fRUZaUd,
RU Whe\ clRVe iW. The\ iQdicaWe a fRUk iQ Whe URad RU SRiQWV RQ Whe
UailZa\ liQe. The\ RʃeU aQ RSWiRQ, aQd VXSSUeVV aQRWheU. A WhiUd
WeUP (Whe RUaQge WUaɽc lighW) caQ iQWeUYeQe WR VRfWeQ Whe haUVh
iPSeUaWiYe Rf Whe VigQal. ThiV WhiUd WeUP cRPSlicaWeV Whe VigQal aQd
PakeV iW leVV eʃecWiYe; iW caXVeV cRXQWleVV aUgXPeQWV.

The VigQal caQ RQl\ be diUecWed aW a ViQgle VeQVe RUgaQ. IW iV eiWheU
YiVXal RU aXdiWRU\. IQ VigQalV, aPbigXiW\ iV XQacceSWable. MRUeRYeU,
Whe VigQal haV QR UelaWiRQ WR Whe cRPPaQd iW VigQiɹeV. IW iV
cRPSleWel\ aUbiWUaU\. PURYided iW haV a diVWiQcW begiQQiQg aQd eQd, a
bell Zill achieYe Whe VaPe UeVXlWV aV aQ RSWical VigQal. TheRUeWicall\,
a VSUa\ Rf SeUfXPe cRXld be eTXall\ eʃecWiYe. SigQalV aUe eQWiUel\
e[WeUQal WR cRQVciRXVQeVV, aQd leaYe Whe acWiYe ¶VXbjecW· e[WeUQali]ed
aQd SaVViYe, like aQ iQeUW RbjecW aW WheiU cRPPaQd.

HRZeYeU Whe VigQal iV QRW cRPSleWel\ e[WeUQal WR Whe hXPaQ
RbjecW/VXbjecW Zhich iW acWV XSRQ. IW SURdXceV a Zell-deɹQed eʃecW,
QaPel\ cRQdiWiRQiQg. I VWRS ZheQ Whe lighWV aUe Ued aQd keeS gRiQg
ZheQ Whe\ aUe gUeeQ, aQd I dRQ·W giYe iW a PRPeQW·V WhRXghW. I haYe
acTXiUed a Ueɻe[ acWiRQ. The UeSeWiWiRQV Rf Whe VigQal haYe



cRQdiWiRQed Pe, aQd a gRRd jRb WRR. WiWhRXW WhiV VWUiQg Rf Ueɻe[
acWiRQV Rf Zhich WUaɽc VigQalV aUe a SaUW, hRZ cRXld I dUiYe P\ caU?
I haYe leaUQW WheP. The\ cRQVWiWXWe a cRde. OQce I haYe leaUQW WheP,
iW iV aV if Whe VigQalV SaVV dRZQ fURP P\ haQdV WhURXgh P\ bRd\ WR
P\ feeW, accRUdiQg WR a Zell-deWeUPiQed SUacWice, iQ liaiVRQ ZiWh a
deWeUPiQed WechQiTXe RU WechQiTXeV.

SigQalV PXVW be ViPSle aQd RbYiRXV (cleaU aQd SeUfecWl\ diVWiQcW),
bXW Whe\ PXVW alVR haYe a SeUfecW VWabiliW\. IW iV diVcRQceUWiQg ZheQ
VigQalV aUe alWeUed; iW caXVeV VeUiRXV diVUXSWiRQ WR ZhaW iV a VeUieV Rf
cRQVWiWXWed aQd VWable VRcial acWiRQV, fRU e[aPSle URad RU Uail WUaɽc.
CRQVWaQW aQd UeSeWiWiYe iQ eVVeQce, Whe VigQal iV aXWRPaWic, iW iV
alZa\V WheUe. IW fXQcWiRQV iQ accRUdaQce ZiWh a UegXlaWed fUeTXeQc\,
ZiWhRXW Whe iQWeUYeQWiRQ Rf aQ\ cRQVciRXV YRliWiRQ, aW leaVW ZheQ iW
iV iQ fXll ZRUkiQg RUdeU. We VhRXld QRWe WhaW Whe VigQal dReV QRW
giYe aQ\ iQfRUPaWiRQ, RU YeU\ liWWle; iW fRUbidV RU iW SeUPiWV; iW
iQclXdeV RU iW e[clXdeV; ¶RQe· dReV QRW alZa\V kQRZ Zh\, aQd iQdeed
¶RQe· dReV QRW Qeed WR kQRZ Zh\. The SeUfecW VigQal iV SeUfecWl\
iPSeUVRQal, iW UeSeaWV iWVelf iQdeɹQiWel\, eYeQ ZheQ WheUe iV QR RQe
iQ fURQW Rf iW. IW iV deɹQed b\ iWV UedXQdaQc\, aQd iW deliYeUV QR
iQfRUPaWiRQ. If iW iV Zell WhRXghW RXW aQd Zell XVed, iW bUiQgV QR
VXUSUiVeV; iW iV alZa\V iQ Whe VaPe Slace, alZa\V UeiWeUaWiQg iWV
iPSeUiRXV cRPPaQd RU iQWeUdicWiRQ, QeYeU begiQQiQg, QeYeU eQdiQg.

IQ Whe VigQal, VigQiɹcaWiRQ cRiQcideV ZiWh Whe WhiQg, i.e., Whe VigQ.
Be iW a Ued lighW RU a gUeeQ lighW, Whe giYeQ cRPPaQd (RU
iQWeUdicWiRQ) iV eQWiUel\ giYeQ b\ Whe WhiQg. ¶OQe· dReV QRW haYe WR
giYe a WhRXghW WR ZhaW iV beiQg VigQiɹed. In and b\ means of Whe
signal, signiɹcaWion is joined Wo and coincides ZiWh a Whing Zhich has
been Waken arbiWraril\ as a signal, bXW Zhich iWself has no signiɹcaWion.
PeUfecW UaWiRQaliW\ aQd SeUfecW PeaQiQgleVVQeVV cRPe face WR face.
ShRXld Whe VigQal VigQif\ aQRWheU WhiQg ² RU VRPeWhiQg elVe ² fRU Pe,
iW Zill be becaXVe I aP TXeVWiRQiQg iW iQVWead Rf Rbe\iQg iW; def\iQg
iW, aQd WhiQkiQg be\RQd ZhaW iW ¶iV·, iQ iWV eQWiUe SUeVeQce RU eQWiUe
abVeQce, I aVk P\Velf ZhaW VRPeRQe WR ZhRP I haYe QR acceVV ²
SUeciVel\ becaXVe Whe\ aUe QRW WheUe aQd becaXVe I kQRZ QRWhiQg
abRXW WheP ² haV iQWeQded. ¶Wh\ haYe Whe\ SXW WUaɽc lighWV aW WhiV
cURVVURadV?·



AlWhRXgh iW fXQcWiRQV iQ iVRlaWiRQ like SXUe WhiQgV dR, Whe VigQal iV
QRW alRQe. IW iV alZa\V SaUW Rf a deɹQed (cRdiɹed) s\sWem. FRU
e[aPSle, Wake Whe highZa\ cRde, UailZa\ VigQalV, RU RWheU, PRUe
eVRWeUic V\VWePV, VXch aV fRUeVWU\ RU VcRXWiQg, eWc. WheQ iW iV Zell
WhRXghW RXW, a V\VWeP caQ aVSiUe WR becRPiQg YeU\ geQeUali]ed, eYeQ
WR a ¶ZRUld-Zide· degUee (URad VigQalV, RU Whe MRUVe cRde, fRU
e[aPSle). GiYeQ WhaW iQ SUacWice WheUe aUe VR PaQ\ ViWXaWiRQV, Whe
SXUe RbjecWiYeQeVV Rf Whe (cUXdel\ biQaU\ aQd diVjXQcWiYe) VigQal
ZiWhiQ a V\VWeP becRPeV dilXWed. AlRQgVide VigQalV SeU Ve, Ze Vee
RWheU elePeQWV aSSeaUiQg (ZRUdV VXch aV ¶daQgeU· RU ¶SaUkiQg·, aQd
VigQV RU V\PbRlV, like a VkXll, eWc.), aQd WhiV RbVcXUeV Whe deɹQed
QaWXUe Rf Whe VigQ aQd Rf Whe V\VWeP. TheVe elePeQWV caUU\ a ceUWaiQ
aPRXQW Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ (Zhich iV PiQiPal, eQWiUel\ kQRZable iQ
adYaQce, aQd adPiWWiQg Rf QR XQceUWaiQW\ RU dXbiRXV iQWeUSUeWaWiRQ,
RU RWheUZiVe Whe V\VWeP ZRXld QRW ZRUk SURSeUl\). A V\VWeP like
WhiV PXVW be clRVed, VaWXUaWed, cRheUeQW aQd UigRURXV. TheUe Pa\ be
a cRQɻicW beWZeeQ Whe UeTXiUePeQWV Rf SUacWice aQd Rf UigRURXVQeVV,
bXW WhiV VhRXld QRW bliQd XV WR Whe (SeUfecWl\ abVWUacW aQd
aQWiQaWXUal) ¶QaWXUe· Rf Whe VigQal aQd Rf V\VWePV Rf VigQalV.

ThiV iV QRW Whe Slace WR e[aPiQe Whe caVe Rf highl\ cRPSle[
V\VWePV, Zhich aUe alUead\ WUaQViWiRQalV WRZaUdV VRPeWhiQg elVe.
DRXbWleVV Ze Zill haYe WR cRQVideU WheP ZheQ Ze deal ZiWh Whe
¶cRPPXQicaWiRQV PRdel·.1

3 Signs

The SURWRW\Se Rf Whe VigQ iV RbYiRXVl\ Whe Zord, bXW iW iV QRW eaV\ WR
deɹQe iW. The ZRUd haV ceUWaiQ Rf Whe TXaliWieV Rf Whe VigQal, RU
UaWheU Whe VigQal haV bRUURZed ceUWaiQ Rf Whe SURSeUWieV Rf Whe ZRUd.
The ZRUd caQ giYe cRPPaQdV. UVed iPSeUaWiYel\, iW WUaQVPiWV aQ
RUdeU; iW ¶VigQiɹeV· a cRPPaQd. WheQ I heaU Whe ZRUd ¶HalW!·, I VWRS;
bXW accRUdiQg WR Whe cRQWe[W, Whe ZRUd ¶LeaYe!· eYRkeV a PRUe RU leVV
SRZeUfXl feeliQg Rf acceSWaQce RU UejecWiRQ. AlWhRXgh WheUe iV QR
SRZeU Rf ZRUdV, ceUWaiQ ZRUdV haYe SRZeU; WhiV iV QRWhiQg PRUe



WhaQ a SRle RU a liPiW Zhich ZRXld haUdl\ VXɽce aV a deɹQiWiRQ Rf
Whe VigQ, bXW Zhich ZRXld be PRUe aSSURSUiaWe fRU Whe VigQal.

The ZRUd iV aXdiWiYe bXW iW iV alVR YiVXal. EYeU ViQce ZUiWiQg haV
e[iVWed, UeadiQg haV beeQ clRVel\ iPSlicaWed ZiWh liVWeQiQg, aQd
cRQWaPiQaWeV iW. SR PXch VR WhaW iQ RUdeU WR gUaVS laQgXage aV a
form (a VWUXcWXUe), liQgXiVWV PXVW ɹUVW caUU\ RXW Whe fRllRZiQg
RSeUaWiRQ, Zhich iV bRWh cRQcUeWe aQd abVWUacW: Whe\ PXVW VeSaUaWe
Whe laQgXage chaiQ fURP iWV eQYiURQPeQW aQd fURP iWV YiVXal cRQWe[W,
SaUeQWheVi]iQg Whe laWWeU. IQ facW, RQce Whe\ haYe accRPSliVhed WhiV
RSeUaWiRQ, Whe\ aUe lefW ZiWh aQ abVWUacWiRQ: laQgXage aV a YeUbal
V\VWeP. OQce iW iV UedXced WR beiQg a SXUel\ YeUbal VigQ, Whe ZRUd as
sign becRPeV blXUUed aQd cRQfXVed. ReadiQg iV a SUacWical
e[SeUieQce Zhich childUeQ leaUQ aW aQ eaUl\ VWage, alWhRXgh Whe\
VWaUW leaUQiQg aXUall\ a liWWle VRRQeU, aQd iW iV SaUW Rf laQgXage aV aQ
iPSlePeQW fRU acWiRQ aQd XQdeUVWaQdiQg. IV iW QRW YeU\ cXUiRXV WhaW
WRda\·V aXdiRYiVXal Pedia VhRXld be diVUXSWiQg Whe SUacWice Rf
laQgXage afWeU haYiQg Sla\ed VXch aQ iPSRUWaQW URle iQ cRQVWiWXWiQg
iW, PaQ\ ceQWXUieV agR?

The elePeQWV iQ VSRkeQ (RU ZUiWWeQ) laQgXage PXVW be cleaU, eaVil\
diVWiQgXiVhable fURP each RWheU, aQd XQdeUVWaQdable, dePaQdiQg
Whe leaVW SRVVible eʃRUW aQd aYRidiQg Whe VPalleVW SRVVible chaQce Rf
eUURU. ThXV Whe\ PXVW be diVjXQcWiYe (ShRQeWicall\ aQd VePaQWicall\
e[clXViYe). HRZeYeU, Whe ɹQal elePeQW iV QeYeU a ViPSle VigQal. ThiV
ɹQal elePeQW, QaPel\ Whe ShRQePe, haV QR PeaQiQg (ViQce iW iV a
QRQ-VigQiɹeU), aQd dReV QRW aSSeaU SeU Ve iQ laQgXage.
CRQWePSRUaU\ VWUXcWXUaliVW liQgXiVWicV haV highlighWed WheVe
SheQRPeQa.2 DRXble aUWicXlaWiRQ, Zhich iV Pade XS Rf aQ iQWeUQal
diʃeUeQce, iV ZhaW chaUacWeUi]eV Whe liQgXiVWic VigQ, i.e., Whe ZRUd.
ThXV RQ aQal\ViV iW SUeVeQWV WZR leYels: Whe ShRQePe (iQ iWVelf deYRid
Rf PeaQiQg) aQd Whe PRUShePe (Zhich iV a VigQiɹeU). IQ SUacWice,
Whe fRUPeU RQl\ aSSeaUV aV SaUW Rf Whe laWWeU, aQd Whe WZR caQ RQl\
be VeSaUaWed b\ aQal\ViV. ThiV dXaliW\ Rf leYelV PeaQV WhaW iQ VSiWe Rf
WheiU aQalRgieV, Whe VigQ caQQRW be UedXced WR Whe VigQal. The VigQ
haV a VSeciɹciW\ Zhich iV dePRQVWUaWed b\ iWV WUiSle deWeUPiQaWiRQ:
Whe VigQ, Whe VigQiɹeU aQd Whe VigQiɹed. The VigQal dReV QRW haYe WhiV
WUiSliciW\. AlWhRXgh WheVe WhUee elePeQWV haYe a cRQWeQW, iQ WeUPV



bRWh Rf Whe VXbjecW (PRYePeQWV Rf Whe ShaU\Q[, Whe glRWWiV, Whe
WRQgXe) aQd Rf Whe RbjecW (WhiQgV aQd RbjecWV deVigQaWed ZiWh WheiU
cRQQecWiRQV, WheiU UelaWiRQV Rf iQWeUacWiRQ, Rf SUeVeQce aQd abVeQce,
Rf iQclXViRQV aQd e[clXViRQV), Whe\ WeQd WRZaUdV SXUe fRUP,
becRPiQg ZhaW RRlaQd BaUWheV haV called a ¶WRXUQiTXeW·. ThXV
cRQWeQW dReV QRW deWeUPiQe Whe XVe Rf ZRUdV, WheiU RUdeU aQd WheiU
cRQQecWiRQV, alWhRXgh iW Sla\V a SaUW iQ Whe lRgical VWUXcWXUe Rf Whe
Za\ Whe\ aUe XVed. MRUeRYeU, Whe fRUPal RUdeU Rf VigQV leaYeV URRP
fRU Whe XQfRUeVeeQ (UaQdRPQeVV), aQd alWhRXgh WheiU cRPbiQaWiRQV
aUe highl\ VWUXcWXUed, ViQce Whe\ aUe VWUXcWXUed fRUPall\, Whe\
cRQVWaQWl\ SURYide VRPeWhiQg QeZ, e[ceSW iQ Whe cRPPRQSlace
diVcRXUVe Rf SlaWiWXde. SR UeSeWiWiRQ PakeV Za\ fRU iQYeQWiYeQeVV,
bXW ZiWhRXW acWXall\ diVaSSeaUiQg (Zhich SUeVeQWV VRPe cXUiRXV
SURblePV). ThiV SeUPaQeQW UeQeZal Rf SRVVible diVcRXUVe haV iWV RZQ
laZV (VXch aV EVWRXS-ZiSf·V laZ RQ Whe fUeTXeQc\ Rf Whe XVe Rf
ZRUdV). The RUdeU Rf VigQV allRZV fRU XQceUWaiQW\, e[SecWaQc\ aQd
VXUSUiVe, aQd WhXV fRU Sla\ aQd iPagiQaWiRQ. The VeQWeQce haV gUeaW
elaVWiciW\, Zhile Whe ZRUd iWVelf haV YeU\ liWWle. The ZRUd PXVW haYe
a deɹQed aQd cRQYeQWiRQall\ ɹ[ed VeQVe, RWheUZiVe Whe VSeakeUV
Zill QR lRQgeU XQdeUVWaQd each RWheU. ThXV eYeU\ cRQYeUVaWiRQ
RVcillaWeV beWZeeQ WZR SRleV. AURXQd RQe Rf WheP, Whe chaQceV Rf
PiVXQdeUVWaQdiQg aUe UedXced WR a PiQiPXP, bXW Whe cRQYeUVaWiRQ
Zill alZa\V be WUiYial. AURXQd Whe RWheU, Whe iQcUeaVe iQ chaQce aQd
iQ Whe SURbabiliW\ Rf PiVXQdeUVWaQdiQgV iQcUeaVeV Whe chaQceV fRU
iQYeQWiYeQeVV, diVcRYeU\ aQd PXWXal UecRgQiWiRQ, aQd fRU Whe
RbVWacleV WR XQdeUVWaQdiQg beiQg RYeUcRPe. OQ Whe leYel Rf
diVcRXUVe, WheUe iV a cRQVideUable PaUgiQ Rf XQceUWaiQW\ aQd
fUeedRP; RQ Whe leYel Rf VigQV (ZRUdV, PRUShePeV), WhiV PaUgiQ iV
YeU\ VPall. The URle laQgXage Sla\V iQ eYeU\da\ life iV a SURdXcW Rf
WhiV dXaliW\, RU dRXble SRVVibiliW\. IW RVcillaWeV beWZeeQ SlaWiWXde aQd
UheWRUic, beWZeeQ baQaliW\ aQd e[SUeVViYiW\.

IW fRllRZV WhaW, ZiWh WheiU fRUPal UXleV Rf XVage (V\QWa[ aQd
gUaPPaU), VigQV (UeSeUWRiUe, YRcabXlaU\ aQd le[iV) fRUP a cRheUeQW
V\VWeP, QaPel\ a V\VWeP Rf laQgXage. The eɽcieQc\ Rf WhiV V\VWeP
PakeV iW aQalRgRXV WR a V\VWeP Rf VigQalV: iW giYeV cRPPaQdV; iW
RUgaQi]eV feeliQgV aQd ePRWiRQV aV Zell aV RbjecWV, becaXVe iW



cRQWaiQV aQ RUdeU aQd iPSRVeV iW XSRQ Whe chaRV Rf ɻeeWiQg
PRPeQWV; iW eQjRiQV becaXVe iW jRiQV aQd diVjRiQV. IW RSeQV XS
SRVVibiliWieV, aQd WheQ clRVeV WheP dRZQ. OUdeU iQ a laQgXage
V\VWeP deWeUPiQeV Whe RUdeU Rf ZRUdV aQd VeQWeQceV; iW iV SaUW Rf a
PRUe faU-UeachiQg RUdeU, iQ VRcial SUacWice. IPSeUiRXV aQd
iPSeUaWiYe, laQgXage XVeV ZRUdV WR Pake XV UecRgQi]e feeliQgV aQd
acWiRQV. CeaVeleVVl\, iW eliPiQaWeV aPbigXiWieV aQd
PiVXQdeUVWaQdiQgV, RQl\ WR allRZ WheP WR UeWXUQ RQce PRUe,
iQeYiWabl\. IQ Whe WXPXlW aQd YibUaWiRQV Rf eYeU\da\ life, iW WeQdV WR
cUeaWe VWabiliWieV, VWaWic VWaWeV Zhich aUe deWeUPiQed iQ VSiWe Rf WheiU
liPiWleVV UeVRQaQceV aQd WheiU daPSeQed haUPRQicV. TR VSeak iV WR
acW. WheQ Ze XVe ZRUdV aQd VeQWeQceV (eYeQ ZheQ Ze aUe
VRlilRTXi]iQg) Ze iQɻXeQce RXUVelYeV aV PXch aV Whe SeUVRQ WR
ZhRP Ze aUe WalkiQg. WhaW Ze aUe SXWWiQg iQWR ZRUdV haV beeQ
chaQged b\ Whe facW Rf beiQg Vaid, RU UaWheU Rf haYiQg beeQ Vaid.
WiWh iWV bliQdfRld Rf PiVcRQceSWiRQV aQd PiVXQdeUVWaQdiQgV WRUQ
aZa\, ZhaW iV beiQg Vaid iV UeYealed iQ Whe lighW Rf diVcRXUVe. IW iV
diVcXVVed, iW iV claUiɹed, iW becRPeV iPSRYeUiVhed aQd cRPPRQSlace
² aQd \eW iW iV eQUiched b\ Whe facW Rf beiQg SUeVeQW iQ VRcial
da\lighW. IQ aQ\ eYeQW, ZhaW haV beeQ Vaid had WR be Vaid, VR WhaW
ZhaW UePaiQV Rf iW afWeU iWV ɻeeWiQgQeVV aQd RbVcXUiWieV haYe beeQ
VXbPiWWed WR Whe WeVW Rf laQgXage caQ be aVVeVVed. DiVcRXUVe iV aQ
eYeQW aQd aQ acW, aQd a SURlRgXe WR acWiRQ; iW iV a SUeSaUaWiRQ fRU
acWiRQ; iW fRUceV XV WR acW aQd WR chRRVe, XQleVV Ze aUe VSeakiQg fRU
VSeakiQg·V Vake, iQ Zhich caVe Whe SURlRgXe WR deciViRQ becRPeV aQ
eQd iQ iWVelf. TR VSeak aQd WR SXW RQeVelf iQWR ZRUdV iV bRWh
VWiPXlaWiQg aQd deVWUXcWiYe. BecaXVe diVcRXUVeV haYe cRQWiQXiW\ Ze
aUe fRUced iQWR WheiU QeWZRUk aQd, aV a cRQVeTXeQce, iQWR Whe
QeWZRUk Rf Whe VRcial acWiRQV Whe\ UefUacW aQd VSecif\: WhiV acWiRQ iV
SeUPiWWed; WhaW RQe iV fRUbiddeQ. BXW diVcRXUVeV aUe alVR
diVcRQWiQXRXV, aQd WheiU diVcUeWe WeUPV acW like a VieYe, VWUaiQiQg Whe
WhiQgV Zhich UiVe XS fURP RXU iQQeU deSWhV. LRgRV iV QRW ViPSl\ a
PeaQV Rf cRPPXQicaWiRQ. IW acWV aV a ɹlWeU fRU Whe feeliQgV aQd
ePRWiRQV Zhich cUeaWe iW aQd Zhich iW UegXlaWeV. FRU WhiV UeaVRQ, iW
Ueall\ iV a kiQd Rf beiQg, a Za\ Rf beiQg.



WheQ Ze bUiQg ZhaW haV QRW alUead\ beeQ Vaid iQWR laQgXage, Ze
aUe ceUWaiQl\ ZiQQiQg a YicWRU\. IQ iWVelf, Whe acW cUeaWeV VRPeWhiQg
aQd RSeQV XS QeZ SRVVibiliWieV; iW iV Whe SUelXde WR XQe[SecWed
cUeaWiRQV, aQd Pa\ eYeQ be VeeQ WR cRQVWiWXWe Whe eVVeQce Rf ZhaW iV
WUadiWiRQall\ called ¶ShilRVRSh\·. WheQ SUa[iV SeUPiWV aQ iPSRUWaQW
VecWRU WR SaVV iQWR laQgXage, RU ZheQ iWV SURblePV dePaQd iW, iW iV
aQ iPSRUWaQW da\ fRU kQRZledge. AQd \eW, hRZ caQ WheUe eYeU be aQ
abVRlXWe YicWRU\ ZiWhRXW VRPeWhiQg beiQg lRVW? WhaW Ze aUe SXWWiQg
iQWR ZRUdV aQd ZhaW Ze haYe SXW iQWR ZRUdV iV WheUe QRZ, faciQg XV.
EaUlieU iW ZaV VRPeWhiQg haSSeQiQg VileQWl\, VSRQWaQeRXVl\, jR\fXll\,
eYeQ haUPRQiRXVl\ ² RU Pa\be VRPeWhiQg SaiQfXl aQd PXʀed
Zhich iV QRW haSSeQiQg aW all. OQce VRPeWhiQg haV beeQ VSRkeQ iW
Zill QeYeU be VSRQWaQeRXV agaiQ. We PXVW WhiQk abRXW iW, aQd iQ Whe
caVe Rf a UeTXiUePeQW (a ¶fXQcWiRQ·), Ze Qeed WR fRcXV iW SaWieQWl\ b\
WUial aQd eUURU XQWil Ze caQ cRQVciRXVl\ caUU\ iW iQWR eʃecW. The
¶VSRkeQ· iV QRZ abVWUacW: SUeVeQWed RQ Whe SlaQe Rf abVWUacWiRQ, RQ
Whe leYel Rf laQgXage aQd Whe VigQ. AV Zell aV VSRQWaQeiW\ aQd
iQQRceQce, a liWWle biW PRUe QaWXUe RU ¶beiQg· iV lRVW. We all kQRZ
WhaW Ze PXVW be SUeSaUed WR UiVk lRViQg eYeU\WhiQg if Ze ZaQW WR ZiQ
eYeU\WhiQg. BXW ZhaWeYeU Whe ciUcXPVWaQceV, UiVkiQg aQd lRViQg Zill
alZa\V be UiVkiQg aQd lRViQg!

ThXV Whe V\VWeP Rf VigQV (Rf laQgXage aQd diVcRXUVe) UeVePbleV a
V\VWeP Rf VigQalV, bXW becaXVe Whe RQe iV iQcRPSaUabl\ bURadeU aQd
PRUe ɻe[ible WhaQ Whe RWheU, Whe aQalRg\ Zill QRW helS XV WR
XQdeUVWaQd iW. IW iV aQ RSeQ V\VWeP, cRQWURlled b\ a cRheUeQce Zhich
iV almosW lRgical. ThiV almosW iV VXSUePel\ iPSRUWaQW. FRUPall\, Whe
QRQ-VigQif\iQg elePeQW iQ laQgXage (e.g., Whe VRXQd, Whe V\llable RU
Whe ShRQePe) iV aSSaUeQW, bXW iV QRW UecRgQi]ed aV VXch. AcWXall\,
hRZeYeU, iQ SUacWical, VRcial XWWeUaQce, iW iV aQ iPSRUWaQW aQd
cRQVciRXV elePeQW, acWiQg aV iQWeUjecWiRQ aQd e[claPaWiRQ: ¶Oh! Ah!·,
eWc. IQ WhiV XVe Rf Whe QRQ-VigQiɹeU (Zhich dRgPaWic VWUXcWXUaliVP
ɹQdV UaWheU diɽcXlW WR deal ZiWh) e[SUeVViRQ iV PRUe iPSRUWaQW WhaQ
VigQiɹcaWiRQ. NRZ ZheQ iW iV acWXall\ VSRkeQ, aQd WakeQ iQ iWV
cRPSleWe cRQWe[W ² geVWXUeV, PiPicU\, gUiPaceV ² diVcRXUVe iV
e[pressiYe. IQɻecWiRQV Rf Whe YRice giYe cRQVWaQW VXSSRUW WR Whe
fRUPal UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ Whe WeUPV Rf diVcRXUVe. IQ WhiV Za\ aQd iQ



WhiV Za\ alRQe dReV iW eQWeU iQWR Whe eYeU\da\, QRW aV iWV lRRP, bXW
aV WhUeadV ZRYeQ iQWR iWV fabUic.

4 The symbol

ThiV haV ceUWaiQ Rf Whe TXaliWieV RU SURSeUWieV Rf Whe VigQal RU Whe
VigQ, bXW iW diʃeUV fURP bRWh. The V\PbRl iQclXdeV aQd e[clXdeV, b\
bUiQgiQg Whe PePbeUV Rf RQe SaUWicXlaU gURXS clRVeU WRgeWheU, Zhile
e[clXdiQg RWheU iQdiYidXalV aQd gURXSV. IW PakeV RUdeUV RU
SURhibiWiRQV, bXW iQ cRPSle[ Za\V Zhich aUe dUaPaWicall\ iQYRlYiQg
aQd Zhich VRPeWiPeV iPSl\ a cRQceSWiRQ Rf Whe ZRUld aQd Rf life. IW
UeYealV aQd cRQcealV PePbeUVhiS Rf a gURXS, Whe UeaVRQV fRU iWV
PePbeUVhiS aQd Whe UeaVRQV Rf Whe gURXS iWVelf. IW eQWeUV iQWR a
fRUP, bXW WhiV fRUP deYelRSV cRQcUeWel\ aURXQd Whe V\PbRl, iQ
UiWXalV aQd ceUePRQieV. The V\PbRl iQiWiaWeV aQd iW iQhibiWV.

The V\PbRl diʃeUV fURP Whe VigQ aQd eYeQ PRUe VR fURP Whe VigQal
iQ WhaW iW aSSeaUV iQe[haXVWible. EʃecWiYel\, iW iV. The VigQal WakeV
Slace eQWiUel\ ZiWhiQ iWV RZQ fXQcWiRQiQg, aQd iV e[haXVWed WheUe;
Whe VigQ (Whe ZRUd) iV RQl\ Yalid iQ VR faU aV iW belRQgV iQ Whe VeUieV
Rf VigQV aQd iQ WheiU PXWXal iQWeUacWiRQ. BRWh aV a facW aQd aV a
YalXe ZiWhRXW liPiWV (eYeQ ZheQ iW iV QRW UeligiRXV aQd VacUed), Whe
V\PbRl iV XQaVVailable. IW SUeVeQWV iWVelf, iW iV a SUeVeQce, iW iV
SUeVeQW, Uich ZiWh PeaQiQg, aQd aV VXch iV VRPeZhaW PRUe WhaQ ¶Ue-
SUeVeQWaWiRQ·. DReV iW e[SUeVV aV PXch RU PRUe WhaQ iW VigQiɹeV?
WheQ ChUiVWiaQV Pake Whe VigQ Rf Whe CURVV, Whe eYRcaWiRQ Rf Whe
CURVV iWVelf iV PRUe iPSRUWaQW WhaQ Whe fRUPal geVWXUe; Whe belieYeU
WUaceV Whe iQVWUXPeQW Rf UedePSWiYe VXʃeUiQg RQ hiV RZQ bRd\; he
VaQcWiɹeV hiPVelf b\ delibeUaWel\ ideQWif\iQg ZiWh Whe cUXciɹed gRd.
If he iV signing hiPVelf aQd signif\ing hiPVelf e[WeUQall\ ZiWh a
geVWXUe Zhich SURYeV hiV PePbeUVhiS aQd PakeV iW PaQifeVW, he iV
alVR caUU\iQg RXW aQ iQWeUQal acW Rf faiWh aQd, PRUe iPSRUWaQWl\, Rf
SaUWiciSaWiRQ. He iV liQkiQg hiPVelf ZiWh Whe abVRlXWe WRUd, Whe
LRgRV becRPe ɻeVh aQd SXW WR deaWh fRU hiP. WheQ Ze e[aPiQe iW
fURP RXWVide, WhiV geVWXUe UeYealV a PXlWiSliciW\ Rf VigQiɹcaWiRQV, bXW
YieZed fURP ZiWhiQ, iW iV iQe[haXVWible. ThXV Whe geVWXUe iQ iWVelf haV



leVV UealiW\ aQd YalXe WhaQ iWV V\PbRlic cRQWeQW. IW iV PXch PRUe Rf a
V\PbRl WhaQ a VigQ iQ Whe SUeciVe PeaQiQg Rf Whe WeUP. IW e[SUeVVeV,
aQd WhiV e[SUeVViYiW\ haV SUiPac\ RYeU ZhaW iW VigQiɹeV e[WeUQall\.
WheQ Whe VigQ iV eQRXgh iQ iWVelf, Whe fRUP aQd Whe leWWeU aUe PRUe
iPSRUWaQW WhaQ Whe ¶VSiUiW·. SRciRlRgiVWV aQd eWhQRgUaSheUV haYe
RbVeUYed Whe RSSRViWiRQal aQd cRPSlePeQWaU\ SURSeUWieV Rf V\PbRlV
(diVjXQcWiRQ aQd iQclXViRQ iQ VRcial SUacWice) iQ facWXal WeUPV. IW haV
beeQ lefW WR ShilRVRSheUV WR Vhed lighW RQ hRZ V\PbRlV diʃeU fURP
diVcRXUVe aQd UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ. DiVcRXUVe aQd UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ
diVWiQgXiVh beWZeeQ WhiQgV aQd claUif\ WheP, ZheUeaV V\PbRlV aUe
iQe[haXVWible; Whe\ RʃeU VRPe kiQd Rf RbVcXUe aQd Pagical
SaUWiciSaWiRQ. NRWabl\, iQ hiV AesWheWics, Hegel giYeV aQ aQal\ViV Rf
Whe diʃeUeQce beWZeeQ V\PbRliVP, allegRU\, ViPile, PeWaShRU aQd
aQalRg\. If I call VRPeRQe ¶a Vl\ Rld fR[· I aP aWWUibXWiQg Whe
TXaliWieV Rf a fR[ (aV I Vee WheP) WR hiP. ObYiRXVl\, I kQRZ WhaW QR
hXPaQ beiQg ¶iV· a fR[ aQd I alVR kQRZ WhaW WheUe iV QR PlaWRQic Idea
Rf Sl\QeVV Zhich ZRXld aSSl\ WR fR[eV iQ Whe aQiPal kiQgdRP aQd WR
ceUWaiQ hXPaQ iQdiYidXalV. HRZeYeU, WheVe UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV aUe WRR
cleaU, aQd WheiU YeU\ cleaUQeVV beWUa\V WheiU lRgical iQcRheUeQce. OQ
aQ aʃecWiYe leYel, Zhich WakeV Pe back WR P\ childhRRd (VWRUieV aQd
fableV), WR aUchaic WiPeV (P\WhV) aQd alVR WR Whe UealP Rf Whe
iPagiQaWiRQ (faQWaVWic WaleV), I aP Va\iQg WhaW WhiV PaQ acWXall\ dReV
VhaUe VRPeWhiQg iQ cRPPRQ ZiWh a fR[ ² VR PXch VR WhaW ZheQ I aP
ZiWh hiP I behaYe aV WhRXgh he Ueall\ ZeUe a cUafW\, caUQiYRURXV
aQiPal, a daQgeU WR Pe aQd WR P\ SRVVeVViRQV, aQd I adYiVe RWheU
SeRSle VWURQgl\ (Whe SeRSle I Walk WR) WR dR Whe VaPe. The V\PbRl
cRQfeUV aQ eʃecWiYe, Ueal aQd SUacWical cRPPXQaliW\ RQ WZR beiQgV
ZhR aUe diʃeUeQW bRWh iQ aSSeaUaQce aQd iQ UealiW\, bXW PRUe VR iQ
Whe fRUPeU WhaQ iQ Whe laWWeU. IW PakeV WheVe WZR beiQgV SaUWl\
idenWical. IW SRiQWV WR WheiU PXWXal SaUWiciSaWiRQ. WheQ iW UefeUV WR
RQe, iW eYRkeV Whe RWheU, aQd Yice YeUVa. CRQYeUVel\, a ViPile ZRXld
leaYe WheP PXWXall\ e[WeUQal aQd RQl\ bUiQgV WheP WRgeWheU b\
XViQg cRPSaUaWiYeV VXch aV ¶like· RU ¶aV·. AV fRU aQalRg\, Zhich iV
elabRUaWed aV a kiQd Rf UeaVRQiQg, iW highlighWV diʃeUeQceV. OU elVe iW
iV VXbVXPed b\ a V\PbRliVP, aQd diUecWed b\ iW.



IV iW SRVVible WR liVW WheVe V\PbRlV? PeUhaSV. CaQ Ze cRXQW WheP,
RU iQ RWheU ZRUdV, aUe Whe\ liPiWed iQ QXPbeU? PURbabl\. ObYiRXVl\,
Whe\ iQclXde Whe VXQ, Whe VWaUV aQd Whe ¶VigQV· Rf Whe ]Rdiac, aV Zell
aV Whe Vea aQd Whe PRXQWaiQV, Whe elePeQWV (ZaWeU, ɹUe, eaUWh, aiU),
VSaWial diUecWiRQV, Whe faWheU, Whe PRWheU, eWc.

TakeQ iQ iVRlaWiRQ, each RQe haV iWV SaUWicXlaU eʃecWiYeQeVV aQd
SUeVWige. IW iPPediaWel\ WUiggeUV Rʃ ePRWiRQV, aQd eYeQ VeQVaWiRQV.
SXUURXQded b\ iWV RZQ aʃecWiYe aQd iPagiQaU\ UeWiQXe, iW bXUVWV iWV
Za\ iQWR diVcRXUVe like aQ e[claPaWiRQ: ¶The eaUWh!« The VXQ!«
The QighW!· HRZeYeU, V\PbRlV dR QRW e[iVW iQ iVRlaWiRQ. CRXld Ze Va\
WhaW Whe\ cRQVWiWXWe V\VWePV? The WeUP iV RQl\ Yalid fRU
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV Zhich haYe beeQ elabRUaWed, aQd WhXV YeUbali]ed
aQd fRUPali]ed. S\PbRlV cRPe iQ gURXSV. We Zill Va\ WhaW Whe\
cRQVWiWXWe cRQɹgXUaWiRQV RU cRQVWellaWiRQV: cRVPic V\PbRliVPV,
WUagic V\PbRliVPV, UeligiRXV V\PbRliVPV, eWc. AV Zell aV beiQg
cRQɹgXUaWiRQV Whe\ caQ be elabRUaWed iQWR V\PbRlic V\VWePV. FRU
e[aPSle, aVWURlRg\ (aV Ze kQRZ iW QRZada\V iQ Whe SUeVV ² dail\,
Zeekl\ RU PRQWhl\ ² aQd abRYe all iQ Whe ZRPeQ·V SUeVV) haV
becRPe aQ elabRUaWe V\VWeP fRU Whe SV\chRlRgical iQWeUSUeWaWiRQ Rf
eYeU\da\ life, ZiWh faiUl\ Zell-deɹQed WhePeV. ThiV V\VWeP haV beeQ
VXSeUiPSRVed XSRQ VRPe e[WUePel\ aQcieQW cRVPic V\PbRliVPV,
Zhich haYe QeYeU lRVW WheiU ePRWiRQal eʃecWiYeQeVV.

WheUe dR V\PbRlV RUigiQaWe? FURP Whe deSWhV Rf a cRllecWiYe RU
iQdiYidXal ¶XQcRQVciRXVQeVV·? FURP P\VWeUiRXV aUcheW\SeV, hiddeQ
ePRWiRQal RU e[iVWeQWial PaWUi[eV? FURP Whe SUiVWiQe diVcRYeUieV Rf
childhRRd RU fURP Whe deVSaiU Rf Rld age aQd PRUWaliW\? FURP
aUchaic Pagic RU fURP iQYRlXQWaU\ aQd VSRQWaQeRXV SReWU\? FURP
ɻighWV Rf iQVSiUaWiRQ RU fURP failXUeV? FURP Whe ¶ZRUld· RU fURP
PaQkiQd, RU fURP Whe SUiPiWiYe aQd RbVcXUe UelaWiRQ beWZeeQ WheP?
FURP SRZeU RYeU QaWXUe RU fURP SRZeUleVVQeVV? FURP Whe ɹUVW VWeSV
WRZaUdV SRZeU? FRU Whe WiPe beiQg all WhiV iV Rf liWWle iPSRUWaQce.
WhaW iV iPSRUWaQW aV faU aV WhiV SURjecW iV cRQceUQed iV WhaW Ze
ePShaVi]e Whe VSeciɹciW\ Rf Whe V\PbRl, iWV iQe[haXVWibiliW\ fRU Whe
PiQd Zhich ZiVheV WR e[SlRUe iW, aQd iWV diUecW ePRWiRQal (aʃecWiYe)
eʃecWiYeQeVV.



5 The image

UQlike Whe V\PbRl, Whe iPage iV aQ iQdiYidXal ZRUk, bXW iV
cRPPXQicable. UQlike Whe VigQ, iW dReV QRW belRQg iQ abVWUacWQeVV,
aQ\ PRUe WhaQ iW dReV iQ VeQVXRXVQeVV. Like Whe V\PbRl, iW aSSealV WR
aʃecWiYiW\; iW iV bRUQ iQ aQd ePeUgeV fURP a leYel Rf UealiW\ RWheU
WhaQ WhaW RccXSied b\ VigQV aQd WheiU cRQQecWiRQV. OQ RQe haQd, iW
haV ceUWaiQ Rf Whe SRZeUV Rf Whe V\PbRl, aURXViQg aʃecWiYe
cRPSliciWieV aQd SacWV diUecWl\, ZiWhRXW XViQg UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV aV
VXch. IW PakeV iWVelf XQdeUVWRRd b\ VeWWiQg ePRWiRQ iQWR PRYePeQW,
aQd b\ aURXViQg iW. IW e[eUWV aQ iQɻXeQce, aQd iQclXdeV WhRVe ZhR
XQdeUVWaQd iW ZiWhiQ a gURXS Zhich iV chaUacWeUi]ed b\ a ceUWaiQ
WRQaliW\. AQd VR WR a ceUWaiQ e[WeQW iW VhaUeV Whe VelecWiYe aQd
diVcUiPiQaWRU\ SRZeU Rf VigQV. IW iV a fRUP Rf cRQVciRXVQeVV, RU a
leYel, RU a PRdaliW\ if \RX like, bXW QRW Whe ePeUgeQce Rf aQ
¶XQcRQVciRXVQeVV· Zhich PighW UeVePble a VWRUehRXVe Rf iPageV.
HRZeYeU, iW iV PXlWiSle; iW aSSealV WR all Whe VeQVeV, aQd iW aURXVeV
RbVcXUe ePRWiRQV b\ WUaYelliQg back WR aQcieQW VeaVRQV aQd b\gRQe
ageV Rf Whe iQdiYidXal, Whe gURXS aQd Whe VSecieV. ThXV iW acWiYaWeV
aQd acWXali]eV a liQk beWZeeQ Whe SUeVeQW aQd Whe SaVW, VRPeWhiQg
Whe VigQ caQQRW dR. IQ WhiV UeVSecW iW iV aQ aVSecW Rf e[SUeVViYiW\.
CRPPXQicaWed aQd cRPPXQicaWiQg, iW iV RUigiQal aQd XQiTXe; iW
caUUieV Whe hallPaUk Rf iQYeQWiYeQeVV, Rf VSRQWaQeRXV RU cXlWiYaWed
SReWU\. IW QeedV VigQV (WRda\·V ZRUdV aQd gUaShic RU W\SRgUaShic
VigQV) WR cRPPXQicaWe, bXW iW RYeUlRadV WheVe VigQV ZiWh iWV
ePRWiRQal (e[SUeVViYe) cRQWeQW, Whe RUigiQV Rf Zhich aUe lRVW iQ Whe
PiVWV Rf WiPe, WRgeWheU ZiWh V\PbRliVPV. AlWhRXgh iW iV alieQ WR Whe
(lRgical aQd fRUPal) VWUXcWXUe Rf diVcRXUVe, iW iQWeUYeQeV iQ diVcRXUVe
b\ SURSelliQg iW fRUZaUd aQd cRlRXUiQg iW ZiWh iWV RZQ ePRWiRQal
WRQaliW\. The WhUeVhRld WR WhiV ePRWiYe cRQWeQW iV alZa\V YagXe aQd
haUd WR deliPiW. IW ZRUkV b\ iQViQXaWiRQ aQd VXggeVWiRQ UaWheU WhaQ
b\ iPSRViQg iWVelf, Zhich iV Zh\ iW UeTXiUeV cRPSliciW\ aQd SacWV;
aQd \eW iW RYeUcRPeV RbVWacleV aQd baUUieUV Zhich hiQdeU SUeciVe
VigQiɹcaWiRQ. IW cUeaWeV PiVXQdeUVWaQdiQgV aQd diVVeQViRQV, bXW iW
caQ alVR UeVRlYe WheP. ThaQkV WR Whe iPage aQd Whe cRQWeQW Zhich



PakeV XS a SaUW Rf iWV iQɻXeQce, RSaTXeQeVV becRPeV VRPeZhaW
PRUe WUaQVSaUeQW. DiVWaQceV YaQiVh aV if b\ Pagic. CRXld WhiV
cRQWeQW be liPiWleVV? PRVVibl\, alWhRXgh iW Pa\ be aQ illXViRQ
iQheUeQW WR iPagiQaWiRQ. If Ze VSeak Rf liPiWleVVQeVV, iW iV iQ Whe
cRQWe[W Rf haUPRQicV, ZheUe UeVRQaQce gReV RQ iQdeɹQiWel\,
SeUceSWible RQl\ WR Whe VhaUSeVW Rf eaUV, alWhRXgh all SeUceSWiRQ iV
liPiWed iQ VXch PaWWeUV.

TheUefRUe Whe iPage iV Whe RSSRViWe Rf Whe VigQal aQd Whe VigQ.
WheUeaV WheVe addUeVV acWiRQ aQd Whe SUeVeQW, Whe iPage WXUQV
WRZaUdV Whe SaVW, like Whe V\PbRl. IW UeVcXeV Whe SaVW fURP daUkQeVV
(fURP ¶XQcRQVciRXVQeVV·, WR XVe aQRWheU WeUPiQRlRg\) aQd diVSeUViRQ,
bUiQgiQg iW iQWR Whe lighW Rf Whe SUeVeQW da\. HRZeYeU, XQlike Whe
V\PbRl, Whe iPage alVR gReV WRZaUdV Whe fXWXUe. IW VWUiYeV WR aWWaiQ
VRPeWhiQg QRW \eW SUeVeQW aQd WR ¶SUeVeQWif\· RU SUeVeQW iW. SR iW iV a
SURVSecWRU iQ Whe diVWaQW WeUUiWRU\ Rf ZhaW iV SRVVible aQd ZhaW iV
iPSRVVible. IW SUeSaUeV chRiceV aQd iQdicaWeV WheP. IW aURXVeV
ePRWiRQV, feeliQgV aQd deViUeV, iQ RWheU ZRUdV YiUWXal acWiRQV, aQd
cRPSelV iPagiQaWiRQ WR ZageU RQ a fXWXUe iW fRUeWellV aQd
aQWiciSaWeV, aQd Zhich iW helSV WR deWeUPiQe (WhURXgh ¶SURjecWV Rf
chRice·). ThXV iPagiQaWiRQ cRXld be VeeQ aV Whe fXQcWiRQ Rf ZhaW iV
SRVVible (iQ VR faU aV Ze caQ Walk abRXW ¶fXQcWiRQ· iQ WhiV cRQWe[W;
WURXbleVRPe bXW XVefXl, dePaQdiQg bXW fUee, WhiV ¶fXQcWiRQ· iV
VRPeWhiQg Ze cRXld Zell dR ZiWhRXW).

FURP Whe SRiQW Rf YieZ Rf UeɻecWiYe WhRXghW, WheUe iV a kiQd Rf
iQcRPSaWibiliW\ beWZeeQ UeWURVSecWiRQ aQd SURVSecWiRQ. The\ aUe
RSSRViWe aWWiWXdeV RU iQWeQWiRQV. AV fRU iPagiQaWiRQ, iW kQRZV hRZ WR
XVe Whe SaVW iQ RUdeU WR iQYeQW Whe fXWXUe. IW SURjecWV ZhaW iW haV
acTXiUed WhURXgh e[SeUieQce WRZaUdV Whe fXWXUe, aQd fUeTXeQWl\
VWaUWV fURP VRPeWhiQg e[WUePel\ aUchaic WR UeSUeVeQW Whe faUWheVW
UealPV Rf Whe iPSRVVible/SRVVible. ThiV iV QRW ViPSl\ a UefeUeQce WR
VcieQce ɹcWiRQ. We alVR haYe Whe bUilliaQW FRXUieU iQ PiQd, ZhRVe
YiViRQ Rf eYeU\da\ life iQ fXWXUe VRcieW\ ZaV baVed XSRQ aUchaic
cRPPXQal life, bXW eQUiched ZiWh eYeU\WhiQg WhaW hXPaQ
deYelRSPeQW caQ RʃeU, aV MaU[ SXW iW (aQd MaU[ RZeV PXch PRUe
WR FRXUieU WhaQ iV geQeUall\ adPiWWed).



The iPage iV aQ acW. IQ WhiV UeVSecW iW iPSlieV Whe Zill WR be
eʃecWiYe: VRPeWiPeV WR helS Pake ZhaW iV SRVVible Ueal RU WR
UeSUeVeQW Whe iPSRVVible, VRPeWiPeV WR SUeSaUe a SURjecW Rf chRice,
VRPeWiPeV WR caSWiYaWe aQd WRXch aQRWheU hXPaQ beiQg. IQ VR faU aV
iW iV a VRcial acW, Whe iPage iV Whe iPage Rf aQ acWiRQ Zhich iW
delibeUaWel\ SURjecWV WRZaUdV Whe ¶VXbjecW· ² Whe hXPaQ beiQg iW iV
addUeVViQg aQd ZhRP iW ZaQWV WR iQɻXeQce. TRXched aQd PRYed,
WhiV SeUVRQ UeVSRQdV WR Whe eʃecWV Rf Whe iPage aQd SURjecWV iW back
WRZaUdV iWV iQiWiaWRU. ThiV dRXble SURjecWiRQ SURdXceV a UeVXlW Zhich
iV QR lRQgeU a SURjecWiRQ bXW a PXWXal SUeVeQce, aQd eYeQ aQ
ePRWiRQal VaPeQeVV. All cRPPXQicaWiRQ iQYRlYeV iPageV, aQd Whe
deeSeVW cRPPXQicaWiRQ Rf all iV achieYed WhURXgh iPageV.

The iPage iV RQl\ acWiYe ZheQ iW iV ¶e[SUeVViYe·. IW aURXVeV ZhaW iW
e[SUeVVeV, aQd SURYRkeV iW. The iPage haV aQ iQheUeQWl\ SURYRcaWiYe
chaUacWeU. WheQ Ze XVe aQ iPage WR SURYRke aQ ePRWiRQ, Ze
RXUVelYeV dR QRW Qeed WR be PRYed. HRZeYeU, Ze caQQRW iQYeQW aQ
iPage ZiWhRXW haYiQg SUeYiRXVl\ felW aQ ePRWiRQ. AV Whe cRQceSW Rf
e[SUeVViYiW\ becRPeV PRUe SUeciVe, iW iV WXUQed RQ iWV head. OQ Whe
leYel Rf Whe iPage, e[SUeVViRQ iV acWiYe iQ iWV eʃecW, aV PXch aQd
PRUe WhaQ iQ iWV cRQdiWiRQ RU caXVe. WhReYeU e[SeUieQceV WhiV eʃecW
lRcaWeV iW iQ Whe iPage, Zhich he TXaliɹeV aV ¶e[SUeVViYe·, Zhile fRU
ZhReYeU ePSlR\V iW, iWV e[SUeVViYiW\ Pa\ Zell be faU aZa\ iQ Whe
SaVW. The UeVXlW iV a SeUPaQeQW lag beWZeeQ Whe iQYeQWiRQ Rf iPageV
aQd WheiU XVe, aQd beWZeeQ Whe ViWXaWiRQ Rf ZhReYeU ePSlR\V WheP
aQd ZhReYeU iV iQɻXeQced b\ WheiU acWiRQ. ThXV PXWXal SUeVeQce
dReV QRW UXle RXW PiVXQdeUVWaQdiQgV aQd dUaPaV, TXiWe Whe UeYeUVe:
iW eQcRPSaVVeV WheiU SRVVibiliW\.

AlWhRXgh iW iV QRW XS WR XV WR giYe a WheRU\ Rf iPagiQaWiRQ (RU Rf
laQgXage fRU WhaW PaWWeU), ViQce iW haV beeQ fRUPXlaWed elVeZheUe,
Ze Zill VXPPaUi]e iW.

The VWXd\ Rf aUchaic Pagic aQd iWV UeSeUcXVViRQV dePRQVWUaWeV Whe
ePRWiRQal eʃecWiYeQeVV Rf SUacWiceV VXch aV geVWXUeV, ceUePRQieV
aQd UiWXali]ed e[SUeVViRQV, eWc. The PagiciaQ eYokes SeRSle ZhR
haYe diVaSSeaUed, ZhR aUe abVeQW; he eYRkeV RbVcXUe SRZeUV; he
resXrrecWs Whe dead, aQd achieYeV Whe repeWiWion RU Whe UeQeZal Rf Whe
SaVW. He caQ challeQge ZhaW haV beeQ accRPSliVhed aQd acW aV



WhRXgh ZhaW iV iV QRW. He caQ iQɻXeQce Whe fXWXUe b\ bringing iW inWo
Whe presenW. He chaQgeV hiV SeUVRQaliW\ b\ idenWif\ing iW ZiWh a Zide
YaUieW\ Rf ¶beiQgV· ² dePRQV aQd gRdV, kiQgV aQd geQieV ² iQ a
parWicipaWion.

NRZ iPagiQaWiRQ aQd Pagic VhaUe Whe VaPe caWegRUieV. MRUe
SUeciVel\, Whe PRdaliWieV Rf Pagic haYe becRPe Whe PRdaliWieV Rf
iPagiQaWiRQ: WR eYRke, WR UeVXUUecW, WR ideQWif\. SR Ze Pa\ PaiQWaiQ
WhaW, hiVWRUicall\ aQd VRciRlRgicall\, iPagiQaWiRQ iV aQ e[WeQViRQ Rf
Pagic. HRZeYeU, a SURfRXQd diVcRQWiQXiW\ diYideV WheP. The
PagiciaQ XVed hiV SURcedXUeV (VXch aV VSellV aQd daQceV) RQ hiV
SaWieQW WR SURdXce ePRWiRQal VWaWeV Zhich ZeUe bRWh eQWiUel\
illXVRU\ aQd eQWiUel\ Ueal (liYed). The SXUSRVe Rf Pagic SURcedXUeV
ZaV WR cUeaWe Ueal VWaWeV iQ a Ueal cRllecWiYiW\ (gURXSV Rf iQiWiaWeV).
WheQ iW iV aiPed aW iQdiYidXalV, iQdiYidXal iPagiQaWiRQ SURdXceV
iPageV, QRW VWaWeV Rf WUaQce. The illXVRU\ chaUacWeU Rf Whe iPage iV
alPRVW alZa\V SeUceiYed aV VXch, alWhRXgh iQ Whe ɹQal aQal\ViV
SaUWiciSaWiRQ becRPeV cRPSleWe agaiQ, aQd iPagiQaWiRQ jRiQV fRUceV
ZiWh Pagic RQce PRUe.

6 On several confusions

IQ RUdeU WR lRcaWe Whe elePeQWV RU fRUPaQWV Rf Whe VePaQWic ɹeld aV
SUeciVel\ aV SRVVible, Ze haYe Pade cleaU diVWiQcWiRQV beWZeeQ
WheP. We haYe ePShaVi]ed WheiU VSeciɹciWieV.

HRZeYeU, UaWheU WhaQ diVWiQgXiVhiQg beWZeeQ WheP, SeRSle WeQd
WR cRQfXVe WheP. CUiWical aQal\ViV UeYealV WhaW VeYeUal Rf WRda\·V
PRVW ZideVSUead WheRUieV aUe UeVSRQVible fRU WhiV.

TheUe iV abVRlXWel\ QR TXeVWiRQ Rf deQ\iQg Whe iPSRUWaQce Rf Whe
ZRUk Rf Whe PaYlRYiaQ VchRRl, fURP SeWcheQRY WR SPRleQVki aQd
B\kRY. SRPe Rf Whe cUiWiciVPV leYelled agaiQVW Whe VcieQWiɹc UeVXlWV
Rf WheiU UeVeaUch aUe XQacceSWable. IW iV iUUefXWable WhaW PaYlRY·V
ZRUk SURYed a WRWal acWiYiW\ Rf Whe cRUWe[ iQ higheU aQiPalV aQd iQ
PaQ (higheU QeUYRXV acWiYiW\), aQd QRW ViPSl\ Whe e[iVWeQce Rf
iVRlaWed Ueɻe[eV. IQ aQ\ caVe, Ze caQ haUdl\ e[SecW Sh\ViRlRgiVWV WR
be VRciRlRgiVWV aQd SV\chRlRgiVWV aV Zell. HRZeYeU, ZhaW Ze caQ



e[SecW Rf WheP iV QRW WR UefXWe Whe e[iVWeQce Rf RWheU aUeaV aQd leYelV
Rf UealiW\ aQd aQal\ViV. RefXVal WR acceSW WhiV Pa\ be SaUWiall\ aQd
VXbjecWiYel\ jXVWiɹed b\ Whe eʃRUW UeTXiUed WR e[WUaSRlaWe all Whe
cRQVeTXeQceV fURP aQ iPSRUWaQW diVcRYeU\, bXW ɹQall\ iW Zill UeVXlW
iQ Whe dRgPaWiVP aQd VXbjecWiYiVP chaUacWeUiVWic Rf VchRRlV
(VcieQWiɹc claQV), aQd WheiU PePbeUV UXQ Whe UiVk Rf eQdleVVl\
fRllRZiQg XS a liQe Rf UeVeaUch Zhich Zill ɹQall\ becRPe e[haXVWed.
The PaYlRYiaQV ViPSl\ fRUgeW WhaW Whe UelaWiRQ Rf Whe hXPaQ bUaiQ
ZiWh Whe RXWVide ZRUld caQQRW be UedXced WR Whe cRQQecWiRQV
beWZeeQ Whe cRUWe[ aQd VWiPXli RU VigQalV. The hXPaQ ZRUld iV Pade
XS Rf RbjecWV, SURdXcWV aQd hXPaQ ZRUkV, QRW Rf WhiQgV. IW iV alVR
Pade XS Rf RWheU hXPaQ beiQgV aQd Rf Whe laQgXage Zhich liQkV
WheP WRgeWheU. IW cRPSUiVeV UeSeWiWiRQ aQd QRQ-UeSeWiWiRQ, aQd Whe
UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ Whe WZR aUe SURblePaWic. TR a ceUWaiQ e[WeQW WhiV
hXPaQ ZRUld Zhich iV giYeQ WR Whe iQdiYidXal (ZhR iQWeUYeQeV iQ iW
aQd caQ RQl\ aVViPilaWe iW b\ beiQg acWiYe ZiWhiQ iW) iV Whe ZRUk Rf
SUa[iV. HRZ Rdd iW iV WhaW PaYlRYiVP VhRXld haYe beeQ adRSWed iQ
Whe QaPe Rf MaU[iVW PaWeUialiVP, ZheQ iW diVUegaUdV Whe idea Rf
¶SUa[iV·, Zhich iV Whe YeU\ fRXQdaWiRQ Rf MaU[iVP! The ¶cRQdiWiRQiQg·
Rf Whe hXPaQ iQfaQW iQ iWV UelaWiRQV ZiWh hiV faWheU aQd PRWheU
(Zhich aUe PXch WRR ¶SUiYaWe·, QaUURZ aQd XQPediaWed iQ Whe faPil\
Rf WRda\ aQd abRYe all iQ Whe SUa[iV Rf bRXUgeRiV VRcieW\) haV VRPe
VSeciɹc aQd RUigiQal feaWXUeV. IW caQQRW be UedXced WR Whe acTXiViWiRQ
Rf cRPSlicaWed Ueɻe[ acWiRQV aQd a ¶VecRQd V\VWeP· Rf VigQalliQg, Whe
YeUbal V\VWeP. All Whe Zhile iW iV leaUQiQg, Whe child·V UelaWiRQV ZiWh
iWV SaUeQWV aUe dRXbl\ aPbigXRXV. The\ UeVXlW fURP Whe SRZeUV Rf
SaUeQWV WR Weach aQd WheiU SRZeUV WR RSSUeVV. The FaWheU iV QRW giYeQ
WR Whe child aV a ViPSle, XQPediaWed SUeVeQce, gRRd RU bad, RU
ViPXlWaQeRXVl\ gRRd aQd bad. The FaWheU iV QRW PeUel\ XQPediaWed
VWUeQgWh aQd aXWhRUiW\, he iV VRcial aXWhRUiW\: VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle,
laZ, hieUaUch\, Whe VWaWe. ThXV Whe FaWheU iV bRWh UealiW\ aQd
V\PbRliVP. GRd iV kQRZQ aV ¶RXU faWheU·, RU ¶eWeUQal faWheU·. The
VaPe aSSlieV WR Whe MRWheU, alWhRXgh ZhaW Vhe V\PbRli]eV iV
VRPeWhiQg PRUe aUchaic aQd cRVPic. PaYlRYiaQ WheRU\ eliPiQaWeV
Whe VSeciɹciWieV Rf Whe V\PbRl, iQ VR faU aV iW iV diUecWed WRZaUdV
cUeaWiQg aQd VhaSiQg baVic aʃecWiYiW\. B\ cRQceiYiQg Rf iW SXUel\ aV a



VecRQd V\VWeP Rf VigQalliQg, iW alVR eliPiQaWeV Whe VSeciɹciW\ Rf Whe
VigQ (Zhich Whe VWUXcWXUaliVW VchRRl aQd Whe WheRU\ Rf dRXble
aUWicXlaWiRQ haYe UeiQVWaWed). IW eTXaWeV Whe V\PbRl aQd Whe VigQ
ZiWh Whe VigQal, Zhich iW WhiQkV Rf iQ WeUPV Rf Sh\ViRlRg\ UaWheU WhaQ
VRciRlRg\.

If Whe PaYlRYiaQ VchRRl SURceedV b\ cRQfXViQg aQd UedXciQg
VSeciɹciWieV iQ a ¶PaWeUialiVW· Za\, Whe SURcedXUeV Rf Whe ¶bRXUgeRiV·
aQd QRQ-¶VRcialiVW· VWUXcWXUaliVW VchRRl aUe e[acWl\ aQalRgRXV. IW giYeV
a SUiYileged VWaWXV WR signiɹcaWion, Zhich haV Whe adYaQWage Rf
aSSeaUiQg WR be VRciall\ Ueal aQd \eW aW Whe VaPe WiPe iPPaWeUial
aQd ¶iQ Whe PiQd·. SigQiɹcaWiRQ caQ RQl\ be aSSaUeQW WR aQd fRU a
¶PiQd·, a ¶VXbjecW·. OQce WhiV haV beeQ acceSWed, aQ iQe[WUicable
cRQfXViRQ eQVXeV. The VigQiɹcaWiRQV SeUceiYed (iQ SheQRPeQRlRgical
WeUPV, made e[pliciW) b\ Whe UeɻecWiYe, WhiQkiQg VXbjecW ² Whe
ShilRVRSheU, Whe liQgXiVW, Whe VRciRlRgiVW ² PeUge ZiWh Whe
VigQiɹcaWiRQV Zhich aUe eʃecWiYel\ aQd SUacWicall\ (VRciall\) caUUied
b\ VigQV. HRZ aUe Ze WR diVWiQgXiVh beWZeeQ WheP? TheUe aUe QR
cUiWeUia. ThiV haV beeQ a PaUYellRXV gRdVeQd WR ShilRVRShical
WhiQkeUV. WhaW Whe\ had lRQg ViQce diVcRYeUed elVeZheUe Whe\ caQ
QRZ RbVeUYe iQ Whe facWV; Whe\ Pake iW e[SliciW aQd VeSaUaWe iW fURP
VigQV, aQd UeceiYe iW fURP VigQiɹcaWiRQV like a kiQd Rf gifW. NRZ Whe
VigQal aQd Whe V\PbRl haYe VigQiɹcaWiRQV, bXW WheVe aUe iUUedXcible
WR Whe VigQiɹcaWiRQV Rf ViPSle VigQV, aQd Whe\ iPSRVe WhePVelYeV
XSRQ WheiU ¶VXbjecWV· ZiWhRXW Whe laWWeU haYiQg WR e[SlaiQ WheP. The
SUiYileged VWaWXV WheVe WhiQkeUV accRUd WR VigQiɹcaWiRQ ViPSliɹeV
UealiW\. IW VXSSUeVVeV Whe VSeciɹciW\ Rf leYelV (Rf e[iVWeQce aQd
aQal\ViV) jXVW aV PXch aV ZheQ Whe VigQal iV SUiYileged. TheiU
cRQceSWiRQ Rf a XQiWaU\ ɹeld Rf VigQiɹcaWiRQV (Zhich iSVR facWR
caQQRW be a geQXiQe ¶ɹeld·) UeYealV ZhaW WheiU aWWiWXde Ueall\ iV. B\
ZiVhiQg WR aYRid Whe e[ceVViYe UealiVP aQd Whe UeiɹcaWiRQ iQheUeQW
WR ¶SURceVVeV·, Whe\ gR be\RQd Whe ¶PeQWal WhiQgV· Zhich aUe VR
faPiliaU WR SV\chRlRgiVWV aQd VRciRlRgiVWV. AW Whe VaPe WiPe Whe
diYeUViW\ Rf Whe Ueal eVcaSeV WheP, aQd Whe\ feel QR Qeed WR cRQVideU
Whe SURceVVeV aQd Whe diʃeUeQceV beWZeeQ ¶WhiQgV·: ZRUkV, RbjecWV
aQd SURdXcWV, V\PbRlic ZRUkV, RU ZRUkV ladeQ ZiWh V\PbRlV Zhich
aUe aiPed aW ePRWiYeQeVV, RU SURdXcWV Zhich acW like VigQalV, eWc.



MRUe WhaQ WhiUW\ \eaUV agR, iQ hiV CriWiqXe des fondemenWs de la
ps\chologie, GeRUgeV PRliW]eU iQWURdXced Whe cRQceSW Rf VigQiɹcaWiRQ
(iQ Slace Rf Whe cRQceSW Rf Whe XQcRQVciRXV), Zhile aW Whe VaPe WiPe
SURWeVWiQg agiQVW Whe SRVWXlaWeV Rf cRQYeQWiRQal VigQiɹcaWiRQ iQ
SV\chRlRg\. TakiQg Whe VaPe VWaQce, bXW deYelRSiQg iW fXUWheU, Ze
ZRXld cUiWici]e Whe VXbjecWiYiVW ShilRVRSh\ Zhich acceSWV Whe
SRVWXlaWe WhaW VigQiɹcaWiRQ VhRXld haYe a SUiYileged VWaWXV; Ze UejecW
Whe Pi[WXUe Rf ¶cRQYeQWiRQal VigQiɹcaWiRQ· aQd ¶Ueal VigQiɹcaWiRQ·
Zhich ShilRVRSheUV XVe aV a SheQRPeQRlRgical bUaQ WXb fRU
ZhaWeYeU iV cRQYeQieQW fRU WheP.

The idea Rf a ¶V\PbRlic fXQcWiRQ· SeUSeWXaWeV WhiV cRQfXViRQ. IW
eQableV WheP WR VideVWeS Whe diʃeUeQce beWZeeQ Whe s\mbol
(RbjecWiYe cRQWeQW, ePRWiRQal eʃecWiYeQeVV, aUchaic RUigiQV) aQd Whe
sign (iQWellecWXal eʃecWiYeQeVV, fRUPal, V\QchURQic aQd QRQ-
dialecWical UealiW\). TR Va\ WhaW Whe V\PbRlic fXQcWiRQ iQWeUYeQeV
eYeU\ WiPe a UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ iV VXbVWiWXWed fRU a WhiQg iV WR bUiQg Whe
VigQal, Whe VigQ aQd Whe V\PbRl VR clRVe WRgeWheU WhaW Whe\ becRPe
iQdiVWiQgXiVhable. IW iV alVR WR fRUgeW WhaW V\PbRliVP iV QRW VeSaUaWe
fURP Whe ¶WhiQg· (Whe faWheU, Whe PRWheU, Whe VXQ, Whe SlaiQ, eWc.), bXW
iV jRiQed WR iW iQ a PXWXal SaUWiciSaWiRQ. OQ Whe RWheU haQd, ZheQ a
VigQal fXQcWiRQV, VigQiɹcaWiRQ iV aW RQe aQd Whe VaPe WiPe eQWiUel\
aUbiWUaU\ aQd VeSaUaWe fURP Whe WhiQg, aQd eQWiUel\ ideQWical WR Whe
WhiQg. TheUefRUe WheUe iV QR XQiYRcal ¶V\PbRlic fXQcWiRQ· Zhich
ZRXld be aSSlicable WR all WhUee caVeV.3

SigniɹcaWion iV iPSRYeUiVhed. Fi[ed, aWWached WR Whe VigQ,
eVWabliVhed, UeSeaWed, cRdiɹed, iW ¶iV· aQd iV acWiYe becaXVe iW iV ɹ[ed,
VWable aQd VWabili]ed. TakeQ b\ iWVelf iW becRPeV diVePbRdied: iW iV
Whe deVeUW Rf eVVeQce (Hegel) aWWached WR ZRUdV, WR diVcRXUVe, WR
LRgRV. E[pression iV faU PRUe cUeaWiYe, aQd cUeaWeV iQ a diʃeUeQW Za\.
IW liYeV iQ Whe YRice, Ze ZRXld Va\, aQd iQ geVWXUeV, aQd iQ Whe face.
LeW XV UeiQVWaWe Whe liYiQg (dialecWical) XQiW\ Zhich VWUXcWXUaliVW
aQal\ViV haV VhaWWeUed. ThiV aQal\ViV haV a WhUeefRld aiP: WR
diVWiQgXiVh beWZeeQ leYelV aQd beWZeeQ fRUPaQWV, WR UeYeal
VWUXcWXUeV, aQd WR UediVcRYeU a higheU XQiW\. E[SUeVViRQ iV VSeech.
SigQiɹcaWiRQ iV laQgXage aV fRUP. SSeech caUUieV ZRUdV alRQg iQ Whe
ɻRZ aQd Uh\WhPV Rf Whe VeQWeQce; iW iV cRQcealed beQeaWh ZhaW iQ



WeUPV Rf fRUP aSSeaUV WR be ZRUd fUeTXeQc\. WheQ ePRWiRQ aQd
iPageV iQWeUYeQe iQ liYiQg VSeech, Whe\ dR QRW diVWXUb Whe SXUe fRUP
Rf diVcRXUVe, Whe\ bUiQg iW WR life. E[SUeVViYiW\ iV a WhiQg Rf ɻeVh aQd
blRRd; PRbile, XQe[SecWed, iW iV fRU eYeU bUeakiQg WhURXgh Whe
baUUieUV Rf VigQiɹcaWiRQ, iQfRUPiQg, cRPPXQicaWiQg b\ PeaQV Rf
acTXiUed VigQiɹcaWiRQV. WheQ Whe iQdiYidXal e[SUeVVeV hiPVelf
(WhURXgh iQWRQaWiRQ RU PiPe), he Va\V PXch PRUe WhaQ he SXWV iQWR
ZRUdV. HiV acWiYiW\ iV alPRVW like a ZRUk Rf cUeaWiYiW\: dUaPaWi]ed
acWiRQ, a WheaWUe Rf PiPe.

ThXV a dialecWical PRYePeQW becRPeV aSSaUeQW iQ dialRgXe:
¶e[SUeVViRQ/VigQiɹcaWiRQ·, i.e., a cRQɻicW beWZeeQ WheVe WZR WeUPV.
E[SUeVViRQ VWUXggleV WR beaU Whe dead ZeighW aQd iQeUWia Rf
VigQiɹcaWiRQ aQd WR Pake XVe Rf iW aV a fXlcUXP. SigQiɹcaWiRQ ɹ[eV
e[SUeVViRQ b\ iPPRbili]iQg aQd UedXciQg iW; cRQYeQWiRQal,
iQWeQWiRQal, VWeUeRW\Sed, iW deadeQV e[SUeVViRQ, Zhich iQ WXUQ
fRUeYeU UecRQVWUXcWV iWVelf, bUeaWhiQg QeZ life iQWR VigQiɹcaWiRQ.

FURP WhiV cRQɻicW cRPeV sense (Whe PRYePeQW, RUieQWaWiRQ aQd
diUecWiRQ Rf dialRgXe, aQd iWV XlWiPaWe gRal). IW iV a WeUP Zhich iV QRW
iPPXQe fURP Whe geQeUali]ed cRQfXViRQ Ze aUe aW SUeVeQW liYiQg
WhURXgh. AW WiPeV iW UefeUV WR a diUecWiRQ, aW RWheUV WR a VeW (a
V\VWeP) Rf VigQiɹcaWiRQV. While QRW eliPiQaWiQg Whe laWWeU
iQWeUSUeWaWiRQ Rf Whe WeUP, Ze ZRXld ePShaVi]e Whe fRUPeU. SXUel\
Whe VeQVe Rf aQ acW lieV iQ iWV diUecWiRQ aQd RUieQWaWiRQ: Whe fXWXUe
Zhich iW iV WUaYelliQg WRZaUdV, bliQdl\ RU lXcidl\, iQ RWheU ZRUdV,
ZhaW is possible. E[SUeVViRQ iV aQ acW, aQd iW WakeV RQ a VeQVe iQ iWV
RQeQeVV ZiWh eVWabliVhed VigQiɹcaWiRQV aQd iWV cRQɻicW ZiWh WheP.
EYeU\ VRcial acWiRQ Zhich iQYRlYeV a geQeUali]ed dialRgXe (Rf Whe
Velf ZiWh Whe Velf, ZiWh aQRWheU SeUVRQ QeaUb\ RU faU aZa\) alVR haV a
VeQVe. IQ Whe ¶e[SUeVViRQ/VigQiɹcaWiRQ· dialecWical PRYePeQW, iQ
Zhich VeQVe iQWeUYeQeV aV a cRQVWaQWl\ UeQeZed WhiUd WeUP WR
UeVRlYe Whe ɹUVW WZR, e[SUeVViRQ iV fRUeYeU VWUiYiQg WR geW Whe beWWeU
Rf VigQiɹcaWiRQ; WR becRPe XQPediaWed, diUecW, aQd diUecWl\
(ePRWiRQall\) WUaQVPiWWed. IW iV QRW alZa\V VXcceVVfXl, eYeQ ZheQ iW
RYeUlRadV diVcRXUVe ZiWh e[claPaWiRQV, iPageV aQd UheWRUic.
SigQiɹcaWiRQ gReV RQ Sla\iQg iWV VWabili]iQg URle Rf aQ iQeUW ZeighW,
Zhich e[SUeVViRQ PXVW beaU RQ iWV VhRXldeUV bXW ZiWhRXW Zhich iW



ZRXld diVVRlYe aQd diVaSSeaU iQWR Whe YRid. OQ Whe RWheU haQd,
VigQiɹcaWiRQ iV fRUeYeU VWUiYiQg WR kill e[SUeVViRQ aQd WR kill iWVelf
ZiWh Whe baQaliW\ aQd Pa[iPal fUeTXeQc\ Rf WUiYial WeUPiQRlRg\. IW
caQ QeYeU VXcceed; VXcceVV ZRXld PeaQ iWV iQVWaQW dePiVe.

IQ VRPe UeVSecWV WheUe iV SURbabl\ ¶a VeQVe· iQ Whe RYeUYalXiQg Rf
VigQiɹcaWiRQ. Ma\be iW cRUUeVSRQdV WR a SURfRXQd deWeUiRUaWiRQ Rf
e[SUeVViYiW\ aQd Rf Whe iPage SeU Ve (iQ WeUPV Rf Whe iPagiQaU\ aV
RSSRVed WR Whe bUXWe fRUce Rf Whe aXdiRYiVXal). E[SUeVViYiW\ iV
alUead\ fUagile aQd ZeakeQed, aQd Pa\be WhiV RYeUYalXiQg SRiQWV WR
a WeQdeQc\ WR cRPSURPiVe iW fXUWheU b\ PakiQg iW WRWall\ WUiYiali]ed.

We Zill cRPe XS agaiQVW WheVe SURblePV agaiQ ZheQ Ze e[aPiQe
cRPPXQicaWiRQV WheRU\ (Whe ¶cRPPXQicaWiRQV PRdel·). We Zill XVe
WheVe aQal\VeV WR dUaZ XS a cUiWical deVcUiSWiRQ Rf cRQYeUVaWiRQ ²
diVcXVViRQV aQd dialRgXeV ² iQ Whe eYeU\da\.

7 The properties of the semantic ɹeld

MeaQZhile, leW XV VSecif\ Whe SURSeUWieV Rf Whe VePaQWic ɹeld, Zhich
iV iQdiVVRlXbl\ cRQVWiWXWed ² aQd SUeciVel\ b\ PeaQV Rf WheiU
diʃeUeQceV ² b\ V\PbRlV, iPageV, VigQV aQd VigQalV.

While beiQg caUefXl QRW WR Wake Whe aQalRg\ be\RQd ceUWaiQ liPiWV
(Zhich Qeed WR be deWeUPiQed), Ze QRWice WhaW Whe VePaQWic ɹeld
Ueall\ dReV haYe Whe chaUacWeUiVWicV Rf a ¶ɹeld·. IW SUeVeQWV a
cRQWiQXiW\, aQd ZiWhiQ WhiV cRQWiQXiW\, iW haV diVWiQcW aQd
diVcRQWiQXRXV elePeQWV, VSeciɹc YalXeV aQd QXcleXVeV. We caQ ViQgle
RXW diVcUeWe XQiWV, bXW Ze caQ QeYeU cRPSleWel\ VeSaUaWe WheP fURP
Whe XQiW aV a ZhRle. CRQWiQXiW\ aQd diVcRQWiQXiW\ aUe iQ a VWaWe Rf
PXWXal UelaWiYiW\. AW eYeU\ SRiQW Ze RbVeUYe a fRUce: a YecWRU. OQce
acWiYaWed, WheVe SRiQWV becRPe SRlaUi]ed, deWeUPiQiQg WeQViRQV,
VWaWic VWaWeV, PRPeQWaU\ balaQceV, aQd a WePSRUaU\ VhaUiQg RXW Rf
Whe fRUceV. AW eYeU\ SRiQW SRWeQWialiWieV UeYeal WhePVelYeV, aQd iQ
dRiQg VR, Whe\ diVaSSeaU. ThiV SURdXceV VWabiliWieV (Zhich, like Whe
diVcRQWiQXiWieV, aUe UelaWiYe agaiQVW WheiU backgURXQd WeQViRQ). The
dXal SURSeUWieV (e[SUeVViRQ aQd VigQiɹcaWiRQ, ePRWiYiW\ aQd
UeSUeVeQWiYiW\) SRlaUi]e Whe VePaQWic ɹeld, PaiQWaiQiQg Whe WeQViRQV



aQd iQYigRUaWiQg WheP. GeQeUaWed b\ WheVe WeQViRQV beWZeeQ Whe
e[WUePe SRlaUiWieV Rf V\PbRlV aQd VigQV, ZaYeV aQd YibUaWiRQV UXQ
acURVV iW like elecWUical chaUgeV. HRZeYeU, Whe VePaQWic ɹeld iV PRUe
aQiPaWed aQd PRUe cRPSle[ WhaQ Sh\Vical UealiWieV, aQd Whe leYelV
(Rf e[iVWeQce RU UealiW\) iW SUeVeQWV aUe PRUe YaUied aQd PRUe
diVcRQWiQXRXV, ZiWh diʃeUeQceV iQ leYel, gaSV, aQd SeUhaSV eYeQ
hRleV.

WeUe Ze WR UedXce WhiV cRPSle[iW\ WR a ViQgle RQe Rf iWV fRUPaQWV
(VXch aV Whe VigQal, Whe VigQ, Whe V\PbRl RU Whe iPage) iW ZRXld VliS
WhURXgh RXU ɹQgeUV. WhaW Ze ZRXld be faced ZiWh ZRXld be a
ViPSliɹed cRPSle[iW\: Whe ¶ɹeld Rf VigQiɹcaWiRQV·, fRU e[aPSle.
TakeQ iQ iWV WRWaliW\, Whe VePaQWic ɹeld aV Ze XQdeUVWaQd iW haV a
VWUXcWXUe, bXW WhiV VWUXcWXUe caQQRW be UedXced WR Whe VWUXcWXUe Rf
diVcRXUVe, aQ\ PRUe WhaQ iW caQ WR Whe fRUPal cRQQecWiRQ beWZeeQ
VigQV RU WR Whe UelaWiRQ beWZeeQ Whe VigQ, Whe VigQiɹed aQd Whe
VigQiɹeU. IW iV a PXch PRUe cRPSle[ VWUXcWXUe, Zhich iQclXdeV a
liPiWed QXPbeU Rf YaUiaWiRQV: diVWXUbaQceV, iQVWabiliWieV aQd
SURSagaWiRQV. AlWhRXgh Ze haYe QR ZiVh WR cRQWeVW Whe iPSRUWaQce
Rf VWUXcWXUal liQgXiVWicV, Ze caQQRW XVe iW aV a PRdel fRU VWUXcWXUe.
OQ Whe cRQWUaU\, Ze ZaQW WR caUU\ Whe ideaV Rf VWUXcWXUe aQd
VWabiliW\ be\RQd laQgXage, aQd WR giYe WheP back WheiU Slace iQ Whe
SURceVV Rf becRPiQg. NRU Zill Ze XVe Whe WheRUieV Rf gUaYiW\,
elecWUiciW\ RU PagQeWiVP aV RXU PRdel; iQ RXU RSiQiRQ Whe WheRU\ Ze
Zill XVe (aQd Zhich Ze Zill cRQVideUabl\ WUaQVSRVe) iV bURadeU aQd
PRUe cRPSUeheQViYe: iW iV Whe PRdel Rf haUPRQicV.

ThXV deɹQed, Whe eQWiUe VePaQWic ɹeld iV open. We caQQRW
ciUcXPVcUibe RU clRVe iW, aQ\ PRUe WhaQ Ze caQ Whe hRUi]RQ, eYeQ
WhRXgh eYeU\ hRUi]RQ iV deWeUPiQed.

8 Consciousness and the semantic ɹeld

CaQ Ze Va\ WhaW (VRcial aQd iQdiYidXal) cRQVciRXVQeVV iV
cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf Whe VePaQWic ɹeld aV a ZhRle, RU WhaW iW UeɻecWV iW?
NR. IW iV QRW e[WeUQal WR Whe VePaQWic ɹeld. CRXld Ze Va\ WhaW iW iV
acWiYe on Whe VePaQWic ɹeld? YeV, bXW WhaW iV QRW eQRXgh. WhaW Ze



caQ Va\ iV WhaW cRQVciRXVQeVV ¶iV· Whe VePaQWic ɹeld, bXW RQl\
SURYidiQg Ze SXUge Whe liWWle ZRUd ¶is· Rf all VXbVWaQWialiVW cRQWeQW,
aQd eVSeciall\ Rf all cRQWaPiQaWiRQ b\ bUXWe WhiQgV. ThXV
cRQVciRXVQeVV ¶iV· QRW WhiV aQd QRW WhaW, bXW WhiV aQd WhaW WakeQ aV a
ZhRle. IW ¶iV· iQ a VSeciɹc PaQQeU: QRW a WhiQg aPRQg WhiQgV, QRU Whe
ideal RU PeQWal dRXble Rf WhRVe WhiQgV (UeɻecWed RU QRW). ¶ThiQgV·
aQd RbjecWV aUe giYeQ WR cRQVciRXVQeVV WRgeWheU ZiWh WheiU
cRQQecWiRQV aQd WheiU VigQiɹcaWiRQV, aV aQ iQe[WUicable SaUW Rf Whe
VePaQWic ɹeld aV a ZhRle.

CRQVciRXVQeVV ¶iV· UeceSWiYeQeVV RQ a SaUWicXlaU (aʃecWiYe) leYel Rf
Whe V\PbRlic QXcleXVeV. IW ¶iV· SXW iQWR Whe VeUYice Rf VigQV aQd Rf
WheiU fRUPal cRQQecWiRQV. IW ¶iV· UeceSWiYeQeVV RQ a SaUWicXlaU leYel Rf
VigQalV (Whe leYel Rf XQPediaWed SUacWical acWiRQ). FiQall\, iW ¶iV· Whe
liYed RQ Whe VePaQWic ɹeld; iW iV cRQVWaQWl\ RSeQiQg RXW WR iW, Whe
VePaQWic ɹeld iV iWV baViV, iW cRiQcideV ZiWh iW.

HRZeYeU, WhiV deVcUiSWiRQ iV RQl\ eQWiUel\ Yalid fRU VRcial
cRQVciRXVQeVV. AlWhRXgh iQdiYidXal cRQVciRXVQeVV iV iQclXded aQd
iPSlied ZiWhiQ VRcial cRQVciRXVQeVV, iW RQl\ RccXSieV a SRUWiRQ Rf iW.
SR alRQgVide leYelV Rf UealiW\ (Rf e[iVWeQce), Ze Qeed WR deWeUPiQe
leYelV Rf e[SeUieQce aQd leYelV Rf aQal\ViV.

IQ Whe ɹUVW Slace, Whe PRVW VRlid aVSecW Rf Whe eYeU\da\, aQd Whe
SRiQW Rf deSaUWXUe Rf iQdiYidXal cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd iWV VSheUe Rf
acWiYiW\, iV RQl\ a SRUWiRQ Rf Whe VePaQWic ɹeld: diVcRXUVe, RU eYeQ
WUiYialiW\ iQ diVcRXUVe; cRPPRQSlaceV, UedXQdaQc\, iQWelligibiliW\
WhURXgh faPiliaUiW\. S\PbRlV fURP eYeU\da\ life iQWeUYeQe, bXW
iVRlaWed, RQe aW a WiPe, aQd aUe UaUel\ SeUceiYed aV VXch. The\ aUe
SeUceiYed aV beiQg ZiWhiQ WhiQgV, aQd QRW aV a dRXble Rf WhRVe
WhiQgV, aQd aV VRPeWhiQg e[WeUQal WR WheP Zhich haV cRPe WR
UeiQfRUce WheP ePRWiRQall\. The V\PbRl iV aQ iQWegUal SaUW Rf
faPiliaUiW\. IQ Whe eYeU\da\, Whe FaWheU aV cUeaWiYe SRZeU, aXWhRUiW\
aQd laZ ² Whe V\PbRlic FaWheU ² PeUgeV ZiWh Whe faWheU ZhR iV
diUecWl\ SeUceiYed aQd ePRWiRQall\ VXbPiWWed WR, a PaQ ZiWh a
SaUWicXlaU YRice, a SaUWicXlaU face aQd SaUWicXlaU behaYiRXU SaWWeUQV.
SigQalV SeU Ve haYe PXch PRUe iPSRUWaQce iQ eYeU\da\ life WhaQ
V\PbRlV SeU Ve. ThiV dReV QRW VWRS V\PbRliVPV fURP haYiQg a
SRZeUfXl iQɻXeQce, bXW WhiV iV ¶XQcRQVciRXV·. The VSeciɹc VWUXcWXUe



aQd d\QaPiVP Rf Whe VePaQWic ɹeld SURdXce Whe fRllRZiQg
iPbalaQce, Zhich iV VSeciɹc WR Whe eYeU\da\: RQ RQe haQd iW iV
deWermined b\ s\mbolisms Zhich iW fails Wo recogni]e as sXch, and Zhich
iW liYes as WhoXgh Whe\ Zere realiWies; RQ Whe RWheU iW is orienWaWed b\
signallings Zhich iW Wakes Wo be Whe essenWial elemenWs Zhich deWermine iW.
The eYeU\da\ WakeV iWV cRQVciRXVQeVV fURP VigQalV aQd UelegaWeV
V\PbRliVPV WR ¶XQcRQVciRXVQeVV·, deVSiWe Whe facW WhaW Whe\ aUe
liQked WR Whe PRVW SURfRXQd YiWal Uh\WhPV VXch aV da\ aQd QighW,
Whe SUeVeQce Rf Whe PRWheU aQd Whe faWheU, hXQgeU aQd Ve[XaliW\.
RiYeQ iQ WZR, WhiV cRQVciRXVQeVV Zill alZa\V be VXSeUɹcial, Whe
eTXiYaleQW Rf a lack Rf cRQVciRXVQeVV. AV fRU UeɻecWiYe
cRQVciRXVQeVV, iW diVWaQceV iWVelf fURP Whe VePaQWic ɹeld iQ aQ
aWWePSW WR cRQWURl iW. IQ Whe eʃRUW WR Vee iW iQ all iWV bUeadWh, iW lRVeV
cRQWacW ZiWh iW. The daQgeU iV WhaW iW Zill VelecW a fUagPeQW Rf iW WR
XVe aV a PeaQV Rf deɹQiQg iW. ThiV iV ZhaW WheRU\ dReV ZheQ iW dReV
QRW gR haQd iQ haQd ZiWh SeUPaQeQW aXWRcUiWiTXe aQd dReV QRW
cRQVciRXVl\ aiP fRU Whe RSeQ WRWaliW\ Rf Whe ɹeld: iW VelecWV a
fUagPeQW ² a V\PbRl RU V\PbRliVP iQ geQeUal, diVcRXUVe,
VigQiɹcaWiRQ, fRUPal VWUXcWXUe, RU eYeQ Whe VigQal ² aQd eleYaWeV iW WR
Whe abVRlXWe.

GeQeUall\, Whe dialecWical PRYePeQWV Zhich aUe acWiYe RQ Whe
VePaQWic ɹeld aV a ZhRle (aQd Zhich giYe iW life) eVcaSe UeɻecWiYe
cRQVciRXVQeVV. IW RbVeUYeV WheP fURP afaU, RfWeQ aV WhRXgh Whe\
ZeUe aQRPalieV, ZheUeaV iQ facW Whe\ aUe ZhaW chaUacWeUi]eV Whe
VePaQWic ɹeld. IQ VR faU aV iW aQiPaWeV WhiV PRbile aQd diYeUViɹed
ɹeld, dialecWical PRYePeQW eQcRPSaVVeV iW aQd eQYelRSV iW. TheUe iV
QR VSeciɹc VSRW RU Slace RQ Whe VePaQWic ɹeld ZheUe iW caQ be ɹ[ed.
FRU WhiV UeaVRQ iW iV gUeaWeU WhaQ Whe UeɻecWiYe aQd SXUel\ UigRURXV
(lRgical) cRQVciRXVQeVV Zhich aWWePSWV WR aUWicXlaWe Whe diYeUVe VigQV
aQd WheiU leVV-WhaQ-UigRURXV cRQQecWiRQV Zhich aUe giYeQ iQ LRgRV
aQd iQ diVcRXUVe. AQd VR Ze cRPe back RQce PRUe WR ZhaW Ze haYe
SUeYiRXVl\ SURSRVed, bXW iQ a diʃeUeQW lighW. DiVcRXUVe iV (aQd iV
QRWhiQg PRUe WhaQ) a leYel Rf e[SeUieQce RQ Whe VePaQWic ɹeld aV a
ZhRle. CRPSRVed Rf TXaVi-VWaWic VWaWeV, iW iV SaUWicXlaUl\ VWURQg aQd
VWable. IW RSeQV iWVelf cRPSUeheQViYel\ WR WhiV ɹeld, ZheWheU iW be iQ



Whe VSheUe Rf V\PbRlV aQd iPageV RU aW Whe SRlaUiW\ Rf VigQalV. AV a
leYel iW iV bRWh a ceQWUe aQd aQ iQWeUPediaU\ (a PediaWiRQ).

AV fRU Whe VePaQWic ɹeld iWVelf, iW RSeQV RQ WR eYeU\ VSheUe Rf
SUa[iV, ZiWh cUeaWiYe cRQWUadicWiRQV, UeSeWiWiRQ aQd iQYeQWiYeQeVV.
DiVcRXUVe aQd eYeQ Whe VePaQWic ɹeld aUe Pade XS Rf cRUUelaWiRQV,
RSSRViWiRQV aQd cRQWUaVWV. DialecWical PRYePeQWV eQcRPSaVV WheVe
WeUPV aQd SUeYeQW WheP fURP VXccXPbiQg WR iPPRbiliW\. The\
bUeaWhe life iQWR WheP, aQd fRU WhiV UeaVRQ, caQQRW be cRQWaiQed
ZiWhiQ WheP.

The ɹUVW UeVXlW Rf WhiV iV WhaW Whe VePaQWic ɹeld aV a ZhRle (RU a
¶WRWaliW\·) iV a concepW baVed RQ aQ e[SeUieQce RU eYeQ RQ a leYel Rf
e[SeUieQce Zhich iWVelf eQcRPSaVVeV a diYeUVe UaQge Rf leYelV. ThiV
cRQceSW iV QRW giYeQ SeU Ve iQ e[SeUieQce. TheUe iV QR deVcUiSWiRQ, QR
SheQRPeQRlRg\ Rf Whe ¶liYed· Zhich cRXld gUaVS iW. IW iV a WheRUeWical
cRQceSW, aQd WhXV fRUPV SaUW Rf a WheRU\. A (SheQRPeQRlRgical)
deVcUiSWiRQ Rf iW ZRXld Wake e[SeUieQce parWes e[Wra parWes; iW ZRXld
Vhed lighW RQ VPall aUeaV Rf iW, aSSURSUiaWiQg WheP fRU iWV RZQ
deYiceV aQd WUaQVfRUPiQg WheP iQWR SUiYaWe SlRWV Rf laQd, UaWheU
WhaQ gUaVSiQg Whe laQdVcaSe aQd Whe hRUi]RQ aV aQ eQVePble.

A fXUWheU UeVXlW iV WhaW aQ\ cRQVciRXVQeVV Zhich haV eVWabliVhed
iWVelf ɹUPl\ RQ Whe VePaQWic ɹeld (RU Zhich WhiQkV iW haV) caQQRW
Ueall\ be WUXVWed. JXVW like aQ iQdiYidXal, VRcieW\ dReV QRW Vee iWVelf
aV iW ¶iV·. WheQ Ze ZaQW WR cRQVXlW VRcial cRQVciRXVQeVV, PRUe RfWeQ
WhaQ QRW Ze cRPe XS agaiQVW iQdiYidXal aQd ¶SUiYaWe· gURXSiQgV.
IQdiYidXal cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd eYeQ VRcial cRQVciRXVQeVV caQ VSeak
RQl\ Rf Whe SaUWV Rf Whe VePaQWic ɹeld RQ Zhich Whe\ haYe VeW XS
hRPe. The\ caQQRW bUiQg WRWal kQRZledge Rf iW, bXW Whe\ dR RʃeU
PaWeUial fRU WhaW kQRZledge. IQ SaUWicXlaU, Whe cRQWUadicWiRQV Rf a
VRcieW\ ¶QRUPall\· elXde cRQVciRXVQeVV, diVcRXUVe aQd eVSeciall\ Whe
eYeU\da\ (e[ceSW aW PRPeQWV Rf UeYRlXWiRQaU\ cUiViV, RU ZheQ
UeYealed b\ iQ-deSWh cUiWiTXe).

If Ze aUe WR gUaVS WheVe cRQWUadicWiRQV Ze Zill Qeed a WheRUeWical
kQRZledge Zhich WakeV Whe VePaQWic ɹeld iQWR accRXQW bXW Zhich
XQdeUVWaQdV iW SeU Ve, aQd Zhich cRQVeTXeQWl\ Zill gUaVS Whe SUa[iV
Rf Zhich iW iV PeUel\ a leYel. AlVR Ze VWill Qeed WR PRXQW aQ aVVaXlW
RQ Whe VWUXcWXUeV Rf diVcRXUVe (iQ VSiWe Rf Whe eʃRUWV Rf dialecWiciaQV



fURP HeUacliWXV WR Hegel aQd RXU cRQWePSRUaUieV) iQ RUdeU WR Vei]e
dialecWical PRYePeQWV aQd ¶bUiQg WheP iQWR laQgXage·. We PXVW
VXcceed iQ gUaVSiQg ZhaWeYeU WUieV WR VliS WhURXgh RXU ɹQgeUV, QRW aV
eVVeQce (aV XQkQRZable) RU aV QaWXUe (iUUaWiRQal RU RQWRlRgical
WUXWh) bXW aV iW iV, SUeciVel\ becaXVe ¶WhaW· iV ZhaW PXVW be Vei]ed aQd
ZhaW Zill UeYeal Whe SURceVV Rf becRPiQg Rf kQRZledge aQd Rf Whe
Ueal. AQd if ¶WhaW· iV iQe[haXVWible, Ze Zill QeYeUWheleVV VXcceed iQ
gUaVSiQg iW if Ze SeUViVW iQ WU\iQg.

ThXV dialecWical WhRXghW Zill be QeceVVaU\ if Ze aUe WR cRQceiYe Rf
Whe VePaQWic ɹeld, bRWh aV aQ eQWiW\ (ZiWh iWV liPiWV aQd iWV
RSeQiQgV) aQd aV a VeW Rf diYeUVe elePeQWV. HRZeYeU, dialecWical
WhRXghW SeU Ve dReV QRW aSSeaU iQ RU on Whe VePaQWic ɹeld. AQd WhiV
iV SUeciVel\ hRZ iW conceiYes Rf iW, fURP Whe YaQWage SRiQW Rf a higheU
leYel Rf UealiW\ (e[iVWeQce) aQd kQRZledge. If dialecWical WhRXghW ZaV
aYailable RQ Whe VePaQWic ɹeld, WheUe ZRXld be QR PRUe VSeciɹciW\,
aQd diʃeUeQceV ZRXld becRPe blXUUed. The fRUPal aQd Whe lRgical
ZRXld be abVRUbed iQWR dialecWical PRYePeQWV, aQd ZRXld lRVe WheiU
RZQ VSeciɹc leYelV. LRgRV ZRXld be VSRQWaQeRXVl\ aQd cRPSleWel\
dialecWical (Zhich iW iV QRW).

AQd VR Ze PXVW WhiQk Rf Whe WRWal VePaQWic ɹeld XViQg dialecWical
UeaVRQ, UaWheU WhaQ WhiQkiQg Rf dialecWical UeaVRQ aV VRPeWhiQg
ZiWhiQ WhaW ɹeld. DialecWical cRQWUadicWiRQ iV hiddeQ fURP YieZ,
diVgXiVed beWZeeQ RSSRViWiRQV, ¶cRQWUaVWV· Rf Whe ɹeld, diYeUViWieV
aQd WeQViRQV. The VePaQWic ɹeld iV a leYel Rf e[SeUieQce aQd
kQRZledge, bXW alVR cRPSUiVeV aSSeaUaQceV, aSSaUiWiRQV aQd
PaQifeVWaWiRQV Rf ¶VRPeWhiQg· deeSeU. BeiQg? PeUhaSV! BXW ɹUVW Rf all
SUa[iV, aQd hiVWRU\. FURP ZiWhiQ, Whe cRQWUadicWiRQV Rf Whe VePaQWic
ɹeld aUe VeQVed aV SRZeUfXl PRYePeQWV, SURdXciQg Whe iQVWabiliWieV
Zhich UXQ WhURXgh iW. FURP RXWVide (UelaWiYel\) Whe\ caQ be gUaVSed
aQd cRQceiYed Rf. Of QeceVViW\ ² aQd Ze caQQRW VWUeVV WhiV haUd
eQRXgh ² Whe VaPe aSSlieV WR each VeSaUaWe VRcieW\ aQd WR VRcieW\ aV
a ZhRle. SiQce Whe VePaQWic ɹeld iV lRcaWed VRPeZheUe iQ beWZeeQ
SUa[iV aQd kQRZledge, aQd ViQce iW WakeV aQ eQRUPRXV eʃRUW WR UaiVe
cRQVciRXVQeVV WR Whe cRQceSWXal leYel, RQl\ b\ SaiQVWakiQg aQal\ViV,
RU aW a PRPeQW Rf iQWeQVe cUiViV, Zill a VRcieW\·V cRQWUadicWiRQV be
Pade fXll\ aSSaUeQW. WiWhRXW WheVe VWiSXlaWiRQV, one (i.e., VRcial



cRQVciRXVQeVV) Zill RQl\ be aZaUe Rf ceUWaiQ SaUWial aQd eYeU\da\
eʃecWV Rf WheVe cRQWUadicWiRQV: XQeaViQeVV, diVVaWiVfacWiRQV,
PiVXQdeUVWaQdiQgV, diVWXUbaQceV. We caQ Va\ fRU ceUWaiQ WhaW
VRcialiVW cUiWiTXe XQdeUVWaQdV Whe cRQWUadicWiRQV Rf caSiWaliVP
iQcRPSaUabl\ beWWeU WhaQ dR Whe SeRSle ZhR ¶liYe· WheP aQd WU\ WR
deVcUibe WheP ¶fURP Whe iQVide·. BXW Whe RSSRViWe Pa\ SURbabl\ be
WUXe!

9 The laws of the semantic ɹeld

The VigQal ZaV bRUQ ZiWh iQdXVWUiali]aWiRQ. SRciRlRgical aQal\ViV
VhedV lighW RQ WhiV SURSRViWiRQ b\ diVSelliQg VRPe VeUiRXV
cRQfXViRQV, aQd iQ SaUWicXlaU Whe cRQfXViRQ beWZeeQ Whe VigQal aQd
Sh\ViRlRgical VWiPXli RU VigQV iQ geQeUal. BefRUe Whe adYeQW Rf
PRdeUQ iQdXVWU\, a baWWle ¶VigQal·, a ZaU cU\ RU a UaiVed baQQeU ZaV
PRUe Rf a V\PbRl WhaQ a VigQ, e[SUeVViYe UaWheU WhaQ VigQif\iQg. The
VaPe ZRXld haYe beeQ WUXe Rf a diVWUeVV ¶VigQal·, a beacRQ, a
ZaUQiQg cU\ RU aQ alaUP bell. DXUiQg Whe deYelRSPeQW Rf ZhaW iV
VRPeWiPeV UefeUUed WR iQ a UaWheU cRQfXVed Za\ aV ¶iQdXVWUial
VRcieW\· RU ¶WechQRlRgical VRcieW\·, WheUe ZeUe PRUe aQd PRUe
VigQalV. AW ɹUVW Whe\ ZeUe liPiWed WR facWRUieV aQd UailZa\V, bXW VRRQ
Whe\ iQYaded eYeU\da\ life iQ Whe fRUP Rf WUaɽc VigQalV, aQd
iQQXPeUable VigQalV WR SeUPiW RU WR SURhibiW. IQ ¶iQdXVWUial VRcieW\·,
XUbaQ life becRPeV SeRSled b\ iQQXPeUable VigQalliQgV. Each RQe
SURgUaPPeV a URXWiQe, e[acWl\ like a calcXlaWRU, UegXlaWiQg SaWWeUQV
Rf cRQdXcW aQd behaYiRXU. We Pa\ Zell aVk RXUVelYeV ZheWheU RQe
da\ Whe eQWiUe VeW Rf VigQalV Zill QRW cRQVWiWXWe a VRUW Rf gigaQWic
PachiQe Zhich Zill QRW Qeed WR be bXilW, bXW Zhich c\beUQeWiciVWV
Zill ViPSl\ fRUPXlaWe aQd SXW iQWR acWiRQ XViQg e[iVWiQg cRQQecWiRQV
aQd VigQalliQgV. ThiV cRlRVVal PechaQiVP Zill alUead\ haYe UegXlaWed
VRcieW\ aQd iWV eYeU\da\ life. PeUhaSV iW Zill giYe Whe PeQ WUaSSed
ZiWhiQ Whe SUiVRQ Rf iWV PachiQe a VSleQdid iPSUeVViRQ Rf
VSRQWaQeiW\ aQd haUPRQ\. AQd WhiV iV ZhaW iW Zill be: kiQdl\
WRZaUdV Whe aYeUage VRciall\ adaSWed (¶balaQced·) iQdiYidXal, SiWileVV
WRZaUdV Whe ¶deYiaQW·.



NRW RQl\ aUe VigQalV eYeU PRUe QXPeURXV, QRW RQl\ aUe Whe\
becRPiQg PRUe deQVe, bXW biW b\ biW Whe\ aUe diVPaQWliQg Whe
VePaQWic ɹeld. AV Whe ¶VigQalliQg· SRle becRPeV PRUe aQd PRUe
iQWeQVe Whe PagQeWic SRZeU Rf VigQalV iV iQcUeaVed. The\ cRUURde
V\PbRlV aQd leVVeQ Whe WeQViRQ beWZeeQ Whe SRleV Rf e[SUeVViRQ aQd
VigQiɹcaWiRQ WR Whe adYaQWage Rf Whe laWWeU. The VePaQWic ɹeld
becRPeV ViPSliɹed aQd XQiɹed, aQd dialecWic iV (VXSeUɹciall\)
UeSlaced b\ lRgic. HeQce Whe laZ of displacemenW: in and becaXse of
modern indXsWr\ in indXsWrial and Wechnological socieW\, Whe ɹeld in iWs
enWireW\ is displaced WoZards Whe pole of Whe ¶signal·.

ThiV laZ haV a geQeUal VigQiɹcaQce, aQd Ze Zill WU\ WR e[SlaiQ iW.
TR dR WhiV, Ze Zill cRPe back WR Whe V\PbRl. The PRVW SURfRXQd
V\PbRlV, Whe aʃecWiYe RQeV Zhich Ze SeUceiYe diUecWl\ iQ ¶beiQgV·
aQd Zhich VeeP WR XV WR be iQe[haXVWibl\ cUeaWiYe becaXVe Whe\
iPSRVe WhePVelYeV XSRQ XV, haYe diVWaQW RUigiQV. We iPagiQe WhaW
Whe\ aUe aUchaic, aQd iQdeed Whe\ aUe. OQ QXPeURXV RccaViRQV Ze
haYe SRiQWed RXW WhaW Whe Rld VRciRlRgical cRQceSW Rf ¶VXUYiYalV· iV
iQadeTXaWe. S\PbRliVPV dXSlicaWe Whe e[iVWeQce Rf ¶beiQgV· RU Rf
¶WhiQgV· b\ UeiQfRUciQg WheiU iPPediaWe aQd fXQdaPeQWal SUeVeQce.
The FaWheU UeSUeVeQWV URbXVW aʃecWiRQ, bXW he iV alVR Whe LaZ, be iW
diYiQe RU hXPaQ. The SXQ iV life aQd YiWaliW\ SeU Ve. HRZeYeU, haYe
WheVe ¶beiQgV· aQd WheVe ¶WhiQgV· alZa\V SRVVeVVed a V\PbRlic
chaUacWeU? WheQ Whe SUacWical e[SeUieQce Rf hXPaQ gURXSV ZaV
cRQVWiWXWed iQ aQ XQPediaWed Za\, iW ZaV QRW dXSlicaWed b\ a
V\PbRliVP, iW iPSRVed iWVelf aV a facW. BefRUe Whe FaWheU cRXld
aSSeaU aV Whe iQcaUQaWiRQ Rf GRd RU Whe SWaWe (Rf aXWhRUiW\ aQd laZ),
UeligiRQ aQd Whe VWaWe had WR be cRQVWiWXWed. The UeVRQaQceV aQd
haUPRQicV Zhich UeiQfRUce fXQdaPeQWal UealiW\ Pake WheiU
aSSeaUaQce dXUiQg Whe cRXUVe Rf hiVWRU\. S\PbRliVPV haYe QR
e[WUaWePSRUal RU e[WUahiVWRUical YalXe. The\ WRR aUe eVWabliVhed,
fRUPed aQd fRUPXlaWed. The\ are Whe resXlW of an iniWial displacemenW,
an iniWial broadening of Whe semanWic ɹeld. FRU XV, Whe\ aUe VWill liQked
WR Whe fXQdaPeQWal Uh\WhPV aQd aʃecWiYe QXcleXVeV Zhich Pake XS
Whe iPPediac\ Rf eYeU\da\ life: QighW aQd da\, ¶SUiYaWe· UelaWiRQV,
eWc.



IQ all likelihRRd WheUe ZeUe SeUiRdV ZheQ V\PbRliVPV e[iVWed iQ a
ceUWaiQ eTXilibUiXP ZiWh signs (VXch aV ZUiWWeQ laQgXage aQd YiVXal
QXPbeUV). WRXld iW QRW be WUXe WR Va\ WhaW WheVe SeUiRdV ZeUe
SaUWicXlaUl\ gUeaW aQd SRZeUfXl aeVWheWicall\, aQd WhaW Whe\ ZeUe Whe
gUeaW SeUiRdV Rf e[pressiYiW\? DRXbWleVV RXU SUeVeQW-da\ aeVWheWic
SeUceSWiRQ Rf a ZhRle UaQge Rf aUchaic aQd aQcieQW cUeaWiYe ZRUkV iV
QRWhiQg PRUe WhaQ a ZeakeQed YeUViRQ Rf V\PbRlic SeUceSWiRQ aV iW
ZaV iQiWiall\. We caQ alVR aSSl\ WhiV SURSRViWiRQ WR PedieYal ZRUkV
Rf aUW. WhaW dReV a caWhedUal PeaQ WR XV? We Pa\ adPiUe iWV
elePeQWV aQd SURSRUWiRQV, bXW ZhaW haV WhaW gRW WR dR ZiWh Whe Za\
a WhiUWeeQWh-ceQWXU\ PaQ ZRXld haYe gUaVSed iW aV a VeW Rf cRVPic,
UeligiRXV, SRliWical aQd hXPaQ V\PbRlV?

FRU XV WheUe aUe VWill V\PbRlV iQ RXU eYeU\da\ life, bXW aW Whe VaPe
WiPe Whe\ aUe QR lRQgeU WheUe. EYeU\da\ life iPPeUVeV iWVelf iQ WheP,
bXW Whe\ elXde iW, becaXVe Whe\ elXde XV. We kQRZ WheP iQ dilXWed
YeUViRQV aV allegRUieV aQd PeWaShRUV, Whe VWeUeRW\SeV Rf gRRd lXck
aQd bad lXck, RU SeWW\ VXSeUVWiWiRQV. We haYe dePRQVWUaWed hRZ
WheVe V\PbRlV cRQceal dialecWical PRYePeQWV Zhich Whe\ keeS WR
WhePVelYeV. The\ aUe aPbigXRXV. The\ VXggeVW aQd Whe\ iQhibiW,
Whe\ e[clXde aQd Whe\ iQclXde, Whe\ beckRQ aQd Whe\ UejecW, Whe\
UeYeal aQd Whe\ cRQceal, Whe\ acW, Whe\ ¶VWUXcWXUe· aQd Whe\
diVaSSeaU, Whe\ e[SUeVV aQd Whe\ diVViPXlaWe. WhaW e[acWl\? The life
Rf a gURXS, aQd iWV UelaWiRQ ZiWh QaWXUe aQd ZiWh RWheU gURXSV: ZhaW
iV RU ZaQWV WR be; ZhaW iV QRW aQd dReV QRW ZaQW WR be; a SaUW Rf iWV
VecUeW.

IQ VR faU aV Ze caQ kQRZ aQ\WhiQg abRXW WheP, Whe VRcieWieV Zhich
ZeUe cRQWURlled b\ V\PbRliVPV ZeUe SeaVaQW VRcieWieV VRlidl\
cePeQWed b\ WheiU cRVPic Uh\WhPV aQd WheiU hXPaQ Uh\WhPV, aQd b\
WheiU WUadiWiRQV, i.e., SUeciVel\ b\ V\PbRliVPV. TheVe aSSeaUed iQ
VWRUieV Rf Whe kiQd Ze QRZ call ¶P\Whical WaleV·, Zhich VSeciɹed iQ a
YeU\ ViPSle Za\ Whe VigQiɹcaQce aQd Whe UelaWiRQV Rf Whe YaUiRXV
V\PbRlV acceSWed b\ each SaUWicXlaU VRcieW\. WhaW Ze PXVW VXUel\
ɹQd SaUadR[ical iV WhaW iQ VRcieWieV VXch aV WheVe eYeU\da\ life ZaV
QRW VeSaUaWe fURP V\PbRliVPV, aQd \eW iW did QRW PeUge ZiWh WheP.
OXU ¶SUiPiWiYe PaQ· kQeZ SeUfecWl\ Zell ZheQ he ZaV dealiQg ZiWh a
VSUiQg RU a PRXQWaiQ aV VacUed SRZeUV, aQd ZheQ he ZaV dealiQg



ZiWh WheP aV SaUW Rf VecXlaU aQd SUacWical life. The VacUed aQd Whe
VecXlaU, Whe eYeU\da\ aQd Whe V\PbRlic ZeUe QRW dXSlicaWeV, bXW QRU
ZeUe Whe\ eQWaQgled WRgeWheU. HeQce Whe aVWRQiVhPeQW Rf
eWhQRgUaSheUV (aQd Rf WheiU UeadeUV) ZheQ cRQfURQWed ZiWh VXch a
¶PeQWaliW\·, aQd ZiWh Whe facW WhaW SUiPiWiYe PaQ PakeV e[celleQW,
SUacWical XVe Rf RbjecWV Zhich aW Whe VaPe WiPe he eQdRZV ZiWh
PRUe-RU-leVV RccXlW SURSeUWieV.

WhaW WUaQVSiUed ZheQ signs becaPe PRUe aQd PRUe iQ eYideQce,
aQd ZheQ PeQ becaPe aZaUe Rf Whe XVe Rf VigQV aV iPSlePeQWV iQ
WheiU VRcieW\? ThiV WRRk Slace QRW RQl\ ZiWh Whe iQYeQWiRQ aQd XVe Rf
ZUiWiQg, bXW alVR ZiWh Whe adYeQW Rf XUbaQ life, aeVWheWic aQd
SRliWical life, aQd ZiWh Whe cRQVciRXV XVe Rf diVcRXUVe. The
aZakeQiQg Rf GUeek WhRXghW aQd iWV hiVWRU\ aʃRUdV a ZRQdeUfXl
e[aPSle Rf WhiV. IW iV heUe WhaW LRgRV becRPeV aZaUe Rf iWVelf, i.e.,
WhaW PeQ (VRPe Rf WheP VSecialiVWV, gUaPPaUiaQV aQd UheWRUV, RWheUV
QRQ-VSecialiVWV, VXch aV ShilRVRSheUV) becRPe aZaUe Rf LRgRV SeU Ve,
aQd gaiQ kQRZledge Rf iW. IW all becRPeV eQRUPRXVl\ cRQfXViQg.
S\PbRlV aQd P\Whical WaleV aUe WXUQed iQWR diVcXUViYe WhePeV Zhich
haYe beeQ libeUaWed fURP WheiU aQcieQW cRQVWUaiQWV. The XVe Rf
diVcRXUVe cRPeV iQ WaQdeP ZiWh a PaUked VceSWiciVP abRXW
diVcRXUVe. AlRQgVide Whe ShilRVRSheUV Rf LRgRV Ze ɹQd Whe SRShiVWV
ZiWh WheiU iQVRlXble UiddleV. The VigQV Zhich begiQ WR SURlifeUaWe
(ZUiWiQg, ZUiWWeQ QXPbeUV, eWc.) dR QRW cRe[iVW SeacefXll\ ZiWh
V\PbRlV, QRU dR Whe\ VXSeUiPSRVe WhePVelYeV XSRQ WheP. The
cRQVeTXeQce iV a WZRfRld PRYePeQW: a UeRUgaQi]aWiRQ Rf V\PbRliVPV
(Zhich iQ WheiU dilXWed YeUViRQ haYe beeQ WXUQed iQWR RbjecWV fRU aUW
aQd kQRZledge), aQd aQ aSSeal WR V\PbRliVPV (aV eWhical RU SRliWical
PRdelV) aV a PeaQV Rf RUieQWaWiRQ WhURXgh all WhiV gUeaW cRQfXViRQ.
AQd VR QRZ, signs masqXerade as s\mbolisms, modif\ing and corroding
Whem. A YasW displacemenW of Whe Zhole semanWic ɹeld Wakes place Zhich
boWh enriches iW and oYerWhroZs iW.

We cRXld VXSSRVe WhaW heQcefRUWh Whe iQQeU cRheUeQce Rf VRcial
cRQVciRXVQeVV (i.e., Rf Whe ZhRle VePaQWic ɹeld) aQd SeUhaSV Rf
VRcieW\ iWVelf becRPeV a Zork. IW iV QR lRQgeU accRPSliVhed ZiWh Whe
Uh\WhPic VSRQWaQeiW\ Rf bliVVfXl XQaZaUeQeVV. HRZ dReV GUeek
WhRXghW Ue-eVWabliVh a ceUWaiQ eTXilibUiXP iQ all WhiV cRQfXViRQ? B\



Whe ShilRVRSh\ Rf LRgRV, Rf PlaWR RU AUiVWRWle? B\ WUaged\? B\ aQ
aSSeal WR Whe VacUed, iQ UeacWiRQ agaiQVW Whe diVVRlXWiRQ Rf
V\PbRliVPV aQd agaiQVW Whe VeSaUaWiRQ Rf Whe VacUed aQd Whe VecXlaU,
Whe eYeU\da\ aQd Whe diYiQe, Zhich ZaV alUead\ WakiQg VhaSe (aQd
dRXbWleVV ZiWh gUeaW aSSUeheQViRQ) iQ Whe iURQ\ Rf SRcUaWeV? IQdeed,
did Whe GUeekV ɹQd a Za\ RXW? WaV QRW WhiV gUeaW XQheaYal Whe
haUbiQgeU Rf a YeU\ VeUiRXV cUiViV iQ GUeek VRcieW\? ThiV iV QeiWheU
Whe WiPe QRU Whe Slace WR aQVZeU WheVe TXeVWiRQV. The facW WhaW Ze
XVe a hiVWRUical e[aPSle dReV QRW Rblige XV WR WheRUi]e RQ Whe
e[aPSle SeU Ve; all Ze Qeed iV WR be able WR UefeU WR hiVWRU\, i.e., WR
¶diachURQ\·, iQ RUdeU WR dePRQVWUaWe Whe fRUPaWiRQ Rf a (V\QchURQic)
VWUXcWXUe, QaPel\ Whe VePaQWic ɹeld. WhaW iV PRUe, UefeUeQce WR
GUeek WhRXghW Pa\ be e[WUePel\ iQfRUPaWiYe, bXW iW haV iWV liPiWV; iQ
RXU eUa, iW iV Whe VigQal ² QRW Whe VigQ ² Zhich haV Whe aVceQdaQc\.
FRU RbYiRXV UeaVRQV, Whe GUeekV QeYeU kQeZ WhiV child Rf WechQRlRg\.

WiWh Whe SeUiRd ZheQ VigQV cRPe WR SUeYail, V\PbRlV aUe hiddeQ
belRZ VigQV PaVTXeUadiQg aV V\PbRlV. MRdiɹed, bXW VWill SUeVeQW
aQd eʃecWiYe, Whe\ heQcefRUWh cRQVWiWXWe a ¶leYel·. WheUeaV VigQV
iQWeUYeQe RQ Whe leYel Rf UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV, V\PbRlV aUe acWiYe RQ
aQRWheU leYel Rf e[iVWeQce aQd cRQVciRXVQeVV: aʃecWiYiW\, VSRQWaQeiW\
(if WheUe iV aQ\ lefW) aQd ePRWiYiW\. We cRXld Walk abRXW a VRcial
¶XQcRQVciRXV· iQheUeQW iQ eYeU\da\ life, if Whe WeUP did QRW bUiQg
ZiWh iW a VXcceVViRQ Rf dXbiRXV UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV. MiVcRQVciRXV iV Whe
WeUP Ze SUefeU. TheUe iV PiVcRQVciRXVQeVV Rf ZhaW cRQVWiWXWeV Whe
iQdiYidXal·V aʃecWiYe QXcleXVeV iQ hiV VRcial gURXS, aQd WhiV
PiVcRQVciRXVQeVV iV SaUW Rf aQ XQeaViQeVV aQd aQ RSaTXeQeVV Zhich
VeeP WR be a SUeUeTXiViWe if WhRVe QXcleXVeV aUe WR be eʃecWiYe. The
bURadeU Whe VePaQWic ɹeld, Whe PRUe acXWe iWV iQQeU WeQViRQV (Whe
PaQifeVWaWiRQV Rf dialecWical PRYePeQWV). LeYelV caQQRW be TXieWl\
jX[WaSRVed RU VXSeUiPSRVed, bXW QeiWheU caQ RQe leYel PaVTXeUade
aV aQRWheU, RU eQcRPSaVV iW, ZiWhRXW beiQg diVUXSWiYe. DiPl\
SeUceiYed aV VXch, RU QRW SeUceiYed aW all, aUchaic V\PbRliVP iV
cRQVWaQWl\ iQWeUYeQiQg, cUeaWiQg cRQfXViRQV aQd WeaUiQg WhURXgh Whe
fabUic Rf VigQV aQd Rf cRheUeQW diVcRXUVe. IW bXUVWV fRUWh
dUaPaWicall\, iQ cUieV, iQWeUjecWiRQV aQd e[claPaWiRQV, iQ VliSV Rf Whe
WRQgXe ² iQ VhRUW, iQ e[SUeVViYiW\. TheUefRUe WheUe aUe liWeUall\ hRleV



aQd cUaWeUV iQ Whe WXPXlWXRXV YRlcaQic laQdVcaSe Rf Whe VePaQWic
ɹeld. OU elVe, chaVWeQed, PRdiɹed, UaWiRQali]ed, iQ RWheU ZRUdV
VXbjecWed WR diVcRXUVe aQd WR Whe V\VWeP Rf VigQV, V\PbRliVP VliSV
iQWR diVcRXUVe WhURXgh SURYeUbV, Va\iQgV, fableV, Whe Rld ZiVdRP RU
Whe SURPiVe Rf a QeZ ZiVdRP. We Zill dePRQVWUaWe hRZ eYeU\da\
cRPPXQicaWiRQV SUeVXSSRVe all WheVe elePeQWV.

US XQWil QRZ Ze haYe cRQceQWUaWed RQ Whe PRVW RbVcXUe aQd Whe
PRVW SURfRXQd V\PbRlV aQd V\PbRliVPV, WhRVe Zhich aUe liQked WR
cRVPic aQd YiWal Uh\WhPV aQd Zhich aUe SeUSeWXaWed (iQ liaiVRQ ZiWh
WheVe Uh\WhPV) iQ Whe SURfRXQd aʃecWiYiW\ Rf childUeQ aQd iQ Whe
ePRWiYiW\ Rf adXlWV. ReligiRXV V\PbRliVPV ZRXld VeeP WR deUiYe
fURP a VlRZ PeWaPRUShRViV Rf SUiPaU\ RU SUiPiWiYe V\PbRliVPV, a
PeWaPRUShRViV Zhich PaiQWaiQV WheP dXUiQg Whe gURZiQg
SUedRPiQaQce Rf VigQV, PRdif\iQg aQd adaSWiQg WheP (PRUe RU leVV
Zell) WR dRPiQaQW UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV, i.e., WR hiVWRUical SeUiRdV aQd
VRcial fRUceV. ReligiRQ haV PaQaged WR XVe WheVe cRQWiQXal
WUaQVfRUPaWiRQV aQd diVSlacePeQWV Rf Whe VePaQWic ɹeld WR gRRd
adYaQWage, RU aW leaVW XQWil QRZ.

HRZeYeU, Whe laZV Rf cRQWiQXiW\ Zhich UegXlaWe iW aUe QRW Whe RQl\
RQeV. DiachURQicall\ (hiVWRUicall\), WheUe aUe alVR diVcRQWiQXiWieV.
EYer\ reYolXWion desWro\s a seW of s\mbols. Or else, in aWWempWing Wo
desWro\ Whem, iW desWro\s iWself. IW caQQRW bXW WU\ WR deVWUR\ WheP,
becaXVe, aV Ze QRZ kQRZ, VXch V\PbRlV Sla\ a VWUXcWXUal RU
¶VWUXcWXUiQg· URle Zhich iV all Whe PRUe eʃecWiYe fRU beiQg hiddeQ. AV
a cRQVeTXeQce, eYeU\ UeYRlXWiRQ PakeV eQRUPRXV eʃRUWV WR UeSlace
Whe Rld V\PbRlV iW haV deVWUR\ed ZiWh QeZ RQeV (Zhich aUe alPRVW
iQeYiWabl\ SRliWical). We caQ XVe WheVe SURSRViWiRQV QRW VR PXch WR
deɹQe UeYRlXWiRQaU\ acWiYiW\ aV WR chaUacWeUi]e iW, WRgeWheU ZiWh iWV
VXcceVVeV, iWV failXUeV aQd iWV liPiWV. We kQRZ hRZ YiRleQWl\ Whe
FUeQch ReYRlXWiRQ ¶deVecUaWed· VSace, SXWWiQg VWiSXlaWiRQV Pade b\
SUeYiRXV VcieQWiɹc kQRZledge abRXW SUa[iV aQd VRcial cRQVciRXVQeVV
iQWR eʃecW. IW ZaV iQ WhiV Qaked, ePSW\ VRcial VSace VWUiSSed baUe Rf
V\PbRlV WhaW Whe eYeU\da\ life Rf Whe bRXUgeRiVie ZaV WR VeW XS
hRPe. The VaPe UeYRlXWiRQ ZRXld QRW ZiWhVWaQd Whe SUeVVXUeV Rf
WiPe aQd Whe Uh\WhPV Rf (cRVPic aQd VRcial) WiPe, Zhich iW ZaV
XQable WR UeVcXe fURP Whe aQcieQW V\PbRliVPV UeVXUUecWed b\



UeligiRQ: VeaVRQal feVWiYalV, VacUed QXPbeUV, c\clic RUgaQi]aWiRQV.
PRliWical V\PbRlV (VXch aV Whe ɻag, eWc.) cRXld QRW UeSlace aQd
eliPiQaWe cRVPic V\PbRlV. HeQcefRUWh, Whe V\PbRliVPV aVVRciaWed
ZiWh liYed (aʃecWiYe aQd ePRWiRQal) WiPe SeUViVWed, VR WR VSeak,
beQeaWh a VRcial VSace Zhich had beeQ RccXSied ɹUVW b\ VigQV, aQd
WheQ b\ VigQalV. ThiV cRQɹUPed Whe geQeUal WeQdeQc\ Rf Whe VePaQWic
ɹeld WR VWUXcWXUe iWVelf iQ leYelV ² ZiWh diʃeUeQceV beWZeeQ leYelV,
gaSV, WeQViRQV aQd iPbalaQceV. The eYeU\da\ life Rf bRXUgeRiV
VRcieW\ ZaV QeYeU WR becRPe eVWabliVhed iQ a WUaQTXil PaQQeU,
alWhRXgh WUaQTXilliW\ ZaV SUeciVel\ ZhaW iW ZaV aiPiQg fRU. NRW RQl\
ZRXld iW be fRUeYeU VhakeQ b\ iQVecXUiW\, cUiVeV aQd ZaUV, bXW Whe
ɹeld XSRQ Zhich iW ZaV bXilW ZaV VhifWiQg, agiWaWed, aSSaUeQWl\
VWable RQ Whe VXUface, bXW XQdeUPiQed b\ fRUceV fURP belRZ.

GiYeQ aQ eYeU\da\ life VXch aV WhiV iW ZaV XVeleVV WU\iQg WR
UelegaWe V\PbRliVPV WR Whe VWaWXV Rf VPall geVWXUeV (gRRdb\eV,
faUeZellV, haQdVhakeV, eWc.), PiQRU VXSeUVWiWiRQV (WRXchiQg ZRRd,
eWc.) RU dUeaPV aQd fRlklRUe. PRiQWleVV! The bRXUgeRiV ZRUld ² WhiV
ZRUld Pade bRXUgeRiV ² Rf VigQV, VigQiɹcaWiRQV aQd fRUPaliVPV ZaV
WR ɹQd iWVelf caXghW beWZeeQ a URck aQd a haUd Slace. OQ RQe haQd,
iW ZaV iQeYiWable WhaW WheUe ZRXld be a UeVXUgeQce Rf V\PbRliVPV,
aQd WhaW SReWV aQd ShilRVRSheUV ZRXld WU\ WR XVe WheP aV a bXlZaUk
agaiQVW Whe WUiYialiW\ Rf Whe ¶ZRUld· Rf bRXUgeRiV VigQiɹcaWiRQV. OQ
Whe RWheU, Whe VigQal ZaV WR aWWack aQd WhUeaWeQ Whe ¶ZRUld· Rf VigQV
aQd VigQiɹcaWiRQV, iQ Whe QaPe Rf iQdXVWUial WechQRlRg\.

FXUWheUPRUe, WheUe ZeUe eQWiUe VecWRUV Rf VRcial SUacWice Zhich
cRQWiQXed WR be gRYeUQed b\ V\PbRliVPV, alWhRXgh WheVe ZeUe QRW
ZiWhRXW WheiU cRQɻicWV. FRU e[aPSle, V\PbRlV Rf fePiQiQiW\ ZRXld
cRQɻicW YiRleQWl\ ZiWh Whe SUacWical claiPV Rf ZRPeQ. AQd WheUe ZaV
RQe WhiQg iQ bRXUgeRiV life Zhich ZRXld QeYeU ceaVe: Whe \eaUQiQg
fRU Whe iPSRVVible eYeQW ² a PaUYellRXV, RPQiSRWeQW WRUd, Zhich
ZRXld aW laVW VXbRUdiQaWe VSace WR WiPe, PeWaPRUShRViQg iW aQd
WUaQVPXWiQg Whe Ueal iQWR a liPiWleVV, iPPRUWal aQd Pagical
WiPeleVVQeVV¬«

FRU Whe WiPe beiQg Ze Zill SXW WheVe cRQWUadicWiRQV WR RQe Vide,
alRQg ZiWh Whe Za\ Whe\ deYelRSed iQ ¶PRdeUQiW\· WRgeWheU ZiWh
WheiU PaQ\ aVSecWV (URPaQWiciVPV, UWRSiaQiVPV, ShilRVRShieV Rf Whe



XQcRQVciRXV, iPagiQaWiRQ aQd dUeaPV; Whe YicWRU\ Rf abVWUacW aUW aQd
WhUeaWV WR aeVWheWicV iQ geQeUal, eWc.).

DiVSlacePeQW QRZ aSSeaUV WR be a geQeUal laZ. BXW iW alVR
becRPeV PRUe cRPSlicaWed, becaXVe WheUe aUe VRPe geQXiQe
WUaQVfeUV, VXch aV Whe UeRUgaQi]aWiRQ Rf RQe leYel b\ aQRWheU, aQd
SheQRPeQa Rf UXSWXUe. FiQall\, diVSlacePeQWV SURYRke RU UeYeal
iQYeUVe SheQRPeQa: UeVXUgeQceV, UeWXUQV, UecRllecWiRQV.

10 The social text

FRU Whe WiPe beiQg Ze Zill SUeVeQW WhiV idea ZiWhRXW deYelRSiQg iWV
cRQWeQW. IQ eʃecW, iWV VigQiɹcaQce Zill RQl\ becRPe aSSaUeQW iQ Whe
¶cRPPXQicaWiRQV PRdel·. HRZeYeU iW alVR haV a Slace iQ Whe WheRU\
Rf Whe VePaQWic ɹeld. TR be accXUaWe, Whe ¶VRcial We[W· iV aQ aVSecW Rf
Whe VePaQWic ɹeld, aQd QRWhiQg PRUe. IW iV hRZ Ze each SeUceiYe Whe
VePaQWic ɹeld iQ eYeU\da\ life, iQ a QRQ-cRQceSWXal RU SUecRQceSWXal
(aʃecWiYe aQd SeUceSWiYe) PaQQeU.

IW iV Whe UeVXlW Rf Whe cRPbiQaWiRQ Rf Whe abRYe-PeQWiRQed
fRUPaQWV, bXW iQ SURSRUWiRQV Zhich aUe iQɹQiWel\ YaUied: signals,
Zhich Weach XV QRWhiQg, aQd Pake iPSeUaWiYe cRPPaQdV XViQg
UeSeWiWiRQV Zhich aUe alZa\V ideQWical; s\mbols, Zhich aUe hiddeQ
bXW Zhich VhRZ WhURXgh fURP Whe deSWhV Rf Whe VRcial VSecWacle,
WUaQVfRUPiQg iW iQWR VRPeWhiQg RWheU WhaQ a VSecWacle. The\ bUiQg
iQɻXeQce WR beaU, becaXVe Whe\ dePaQd SaUWiciSaWiRQ RU challeQge
iW, becaXVe Whe\ aUe alZa\V a VRXUce Rf VXUSUiVe, aQd becaXVe WheiU
UeaSSeaUaQceV aUe alZa\V XQfRUeVeeQ; ɹQall\, signs, Zhich RQl\
aʃRUd PRdeUaWe VXUSUiVeV aQd diYeUViWieV, ViQce WR a ceUWaiQ e[WeQW
Whe\ aUe SUedicWable.

We all ɹQd RXUVelYeV cRQVWaQWl\ ² RQ a dail\ baViV ² faced ZiWh a
VRcial We[W. We leaf WhURXgh iW, Ze Uead iW. IW iV Yia WhiV We[W aQd RXU
UeadiQg Rf iW WhaW Ze cRPPXQicaWe ZiWh Whe RWheU, be iW VRcieW\ aV a
ZhRle, RU QaWXUe. AW Whe VaPe WiPe, Ze aUe all SaUW Rf a VRcial We[W.
We aUe QRW RQl\ UeadeUV; Ze aUe alVR Uead, dec\SheUed aQd
e[SlaiQed (RU QRW). We aUe all WheUe iQdiVVRlXbl\ aV RbjecW aQd
VXbjecW (objecW primaril\, ViQce Whe VRcial We[W eQcRPSaVVeV XV aQd Ze



PXVW Vee RXUVelYeV WhXV eQcRPSaVVed; When sXbjecW, ViQce Ze Vee
RXUVelYeV ZiWhiQ Whe We[W, aQd dec\SheU aQd Uead iW fURP iQVide, aQd
QeYeU cRPSleWel\ fURP RXWVide).

RefeUUiQg WR iQfRUPaWiRQ WheRU\, Ze ZRXld Va\ WhaW signals
cRQVWiWXWe UedXQdaQc\ iQ Whe PRdeUQ VRcial We[W: baQaliW\ aQd
claUiW\, WUiYialiW\ aQd iQWelligibiliW\. Signs bUiQg iQfRUPaWiRQ. S\mbols
caQ be cRPSaUed WR Whe ¶QRiVeV· Zhich iQWeUfeUe ZiWh Whe iQfRUPaWiRQ
Zhich SRXUV fRUWh accRUdiQg WR a kQRZQ (cRdiɹed aQd cRQYeQWiRQal)
UeSeUWRiUe, VXUURXQdiQg iW fURP all VideV (backgURXQd QRiVeV, ePSW\
VRXQdV «).

SWill ZiWh UefeUeQce WR iQfRUPaWiRQ WheRU\, Ze ZRXld Va\ WhaW aW
VRPe WiPeV a VRcial We[W iV PRUe legible WhaQ iW iV aW RWheUV. WheQ iW
iV RYeUlRaded ZiWh V\PbRliVPV aQd RYeUɻRZiQg ZiWh iQfRUPaWiRQ,
WRR Uich RU WRR UaPbliQg, iW lRVeV iWV legibiliW\. WheQ iW iV UedXced WR
VigQalV, iW cRllaSVeV iQWR SeUfecW baQaliW\. IW iV cleaU, XQdeUVWaQdable
aQd bRUiQg, aQd UeSeaWV iWVelf ad QaXVeaP. IW iV Whe WUiXPSh Rf
UedXQdaQc\. A gRRd VRcial We[W Zhich iV legible aQd iQfRUPaWiYe Zill
VXUSUiVe iWV ¶VXbjecWV·, bXW Zill QRW e[ceed WheiU abiliWieV; iW Zill
alZa\V Weach WheP a gUeaW deal, bXW iW Zill QeYeU RYeUZhelP WheP; iW
iV eaVil\ cRPSUeheQVible, bXW QeYeU WUiYial. SR Ze caQ PeaVXUe Whe
UichQeVV Rf Whe VRcial We[W b\ Whe e[WeQW WR Zhich iW caQ YaU\ Zhile
UePaiQiQg acceVVible: b\ Whe UichQeVV Rf QeZQeVV aQd SRVVibiliWieV iW
RʃeUV WR iQdiYidXalV.

AUPed ZiWh WheVe cRQceSWV, leW XV aQal\Ve a feZ fRUPV Rf Whe
VRcial We[W aV iW iV aYailable WR XV all RQ a dail\ baViV. The da\-WR-da\
UeadeU iV QRW aZaUe Rf WhiQgV Zhich RQl\ aQal\ViV caQ UeYeal. The
Zell-iQfRUPed UeadeU, hRZeYeU, Ueali]eV WhaW he iV lRRkiQg aW a SaUW
Rf VWUXcWXUeV: RQe leYel Rf e[iVWeQce aQd UealiW\, beaUiQg iQ PiQd WhaW
QR RQe leYel caQ e[haXVW UealiW\ aV a ZhRle.

IQ Whe Yillage eYeU\WhiQg UePaiQV V\PbRlic aQd UeYealV Whe WUXWh Rf
V\PbRliVPV: aUchaic aQd SRZeUfXl, aWWached WR WhiQgV, aQd eTXall\
aWWached WR Uh\WhPV. The hRXVe, Whe ɹeld, Whe WUee, Whe Vk\, Whe
PRXQWaiQ RU Whe Vea aUe QRW ViPSl\ ZhaW Whe\ aUe. CRVPic aQd YiWal
Uh\WhPV eQYelRS WheP, VXbWle UeVRQaQceV accRPSaQ\ WheP, eYeU\
¶WhiQg· iV SaUW Rf a VRQg. SSace aQd Whe laQd V\PbRli]e Whe
cRPPXQiW\, aQd Whe chXUch ZiWh iWV cePeWeU\ deɹQeV WiPe aQd Whe



ZRUld, life aQd deaWh. PRigQaQWl\ aUchaic, eYeU\da\ life RʃeUV iWVelf
ZiWh cRPSleWe ViPSliciW\: iW iV eQWiUel\ hXPdUXP aQd \eW iQVeSaUable
fURP iWV deeSeU UeVRQaQceV. EYeU\ geVWXUe UelaWeV WR ¶VRPeWhiQg·
fXQdaPeQWal, a Qeed, a SRVVeVViRQ, aQ RbjecW, a SUeVeQce RU aQ
abVeQce, aQd haV a V\PbRlic PeaQiQg: SickiQg XS bUead, cXWWiQg iW,
RSeQiQg RU clRViQg Whe dRRU Rf Whe dZelliQg, cURVViQg Whe cRXUW\aUd
aQd Whe gaUdeQ, gRiQg RXW iQWR Whe cRXQWU\Vide. IQ Whe Yillage,
eYeU\WhiQg iV YigRURXVl\ aliYe ZiWh Whe life Rf acWiRQV Zhich aUe
Pade all Whe VWURQgeU b\ Whe V\PbRlV Whe\ ePbRd\. AQd eYeU\WhiQg
iV RXWdaWed, Rld-faVhiRQed, faU aZa\¬«

The landscape alVR RʃeUV a VRcial We[W Zhich iV geQeUall\ legible
aQd RfWeQ adPiUabl\ cRPSRVed, aQd iQ Zhich PaQkiQd aQd QaWXUe
cRPe face WR face: Whe V\PbRlV Rf Whe fRUPeU, Whe VigQV Rf Whe laWWeU.

If Ze lRRk aW Whe ciW\, Ze Zill TXickl\ QRWice hRZ diɽcXlW iW iV WR
XQdeUVWaQd WhiV PaVWeUl\ ZRUk cUeaWed b\ VRcial gURXSV aQd b\
VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle. IW beaUV Whe WUaceV Rf VWUXggleV Zhich VWiPXlaWed
Whe fRUce Rf cUeaWiYiW\, aQd \eW WhiV fRUce WeQdV WR RbliWeUaWe VXch
WUaceV. IQ Whe ciW\, V\PbRlV haYe lRVW Whe XbiTXiW\ Whe\ haYe UeWaiQed
iQ Whe Yillage. The\ becRPe lRcali]ed aQd cRQdeQVed. ThiV dReV QRW
PeaQ WhaW WheiU URle iV VRPehRZ diPiQiVhed. QXiWe Whe cRQWUaU\:
eYeU\WhiQg Zhich haV SUeVWige aQd iQɻXeQce, RU aVSiUeV WR haYiQg iW,
eYeU\WhiQg Zhich RUgaQi]eV aQd cRQWURlV WhiV eQRUPRXV PaVV Rf
hXPaQiW\, WeQdV WR liQk XS ZiWh aQcieQW V\PbRliVPV VR aV WR e[SlRiW
WheiU age-Rld aXWhRUiW\, RU elVe WR SUeVeQW QeZ V\PbRliVPV iQ aQ
aWWePSW aW Velf-jXVWiɹcaWiRQ. S\PbRliVPV aUe cRQdeQVed iQWR
PRQXPeQWV: chXUcheV, caWhedUalV, SalaceV, laUge SXblic aQd SUiYaWe
bXildiQgV aUe ladeQ ZiWh V\PbRlV Zhich PeUge ZiWh WheiU
decRUaWiRQV aQd aeVWheWic VW\le. MRQXPeQWV aUe Whe ZRUkV Zhich
giYe a ciW\ iWV face aQd iWV Uh\WhP Rf life. The\ aUe iWV PePRU\ aQd
Whe UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ Rf iWV SaVW, Whe aʃecWiYe aQd acWiYe QXcleXVeV Rf
iWV SUeVeQW eYeU\da\ life aQd Whe SUeɹgXUaWiRQ Rf iWV fXWXUe. We Zill
call WheP ¶VXSUafXQcWiRQal· RU ¶WUaQVfXQcWiRQal·, bXW WhiV iV WR Va\ QRW
WhaW Whe\ haYe QR fXQcWiRQ RU WhaW Whe\ WUaQVceQd fXQcWiRQ, bXW
UaWheU WhaW WheiU fXQcWiRQV aUe VR diYeUVe WhaW QR fXQcWiRQaliW\ caQ
chaUacWeUi]e WheP RU e[haXVW WheiU VRcial fXQcWiRQ. OQ Whe RWheU
haQd, iQ ZRUkiQg-claVV QeighbRXUhRRdV, iQ Whe diVWUicWV QeaU



facWRUieV aQd iQ facWRUieV WhePVelYeV, WheUe aUe feZ PRQXPeQWV, if
aQ\. S\PbRlV haYe diVaSSeaUed (Zhich PeaQV WhaW eYeU\WhiQg
V\PbRli]eV SRZeU aQd RSSUeVViRQ, aQd iQ a hideRXV Za\). NaWXUe
haV diVaSSeaUed aQd cXlWXUe iV iQYiVible. HeUe eYeU\WhiQg becRPeV a
VigQal: Whe VigQal WR VWaUW ZRUk aQd Whe geVWXUeV Zhile ZRUkiQg aQd
Whe geVWXUeV Zhich PaiQWaiQ Whe ZRUkfRUce.

AlRQgVide iWV PRQXPeQWV aQd SURleWaUiaQ QeighbRXUhRRdV, Whe
ciW\ RʃeUV iWV iQfRUPaWiYe We[W, Uich iQ VigQV aQd VigQiɹcaWiRQV. HeUe
aQ\ aQal\Wic deVcUiSWiRQ VhRXld VSecif\ ciWieV aQd W\Sif\ WheP: Whe
ciW\ Rf aQWiTXiW\, PajeVWicall\ RUgaQi]iQg PRYePeQWV Zhich aUe VWill
clRVe WR Whe Rld YiWal Uh\WhPV aURXQd a feZ PRQXPeQWV ² Whe
VWadiXP, Whe WePSle, Whe agRUa, Whe fRUXP, Whe WheaWUe; Whe PedieYal
ciW\, ZiWh iWV SURdigiRXV YiWaliW\, ZheUe all elePeQWV
iQWeUcRPPXQicaWe, ciW\ aQd cRXQWU\Vide, hRXVe aQd VWUeeW,
SURdXcWiYe cUafW labRXU aQd baUWeU¬«¬LeW XV Pake dR ZiWh a TXick
ZRUd abRXW Whe sWreeW, WhaW SheQRPeQRQ Zhich eSiWRPi]eV Whe
PRdeUQ ciW\. IW iV iQ iWV VWUeeWV WhaW Whe life Rf Whe laUge iQdXVWUial ciW\
iV aW iWV PRVW RUigiQal aQd aXWheQWic. IW iV Whe VWUeeW Zhich RʃeUV
WhRVe SRVVibiliWieV aQd chRiceV Zhich aUe iQcRPSaUabl\ PRUe
QXPeURXV iQ Whe ciW\ WhaQ iQ Whe Yillage RU VPall WRZQ. We Va\ Whe\
¶aWWUacW· RU ¶WePSW· XV, Ze call WheP baUgaiQV RU faQcieV, ZheWheU Ze
aUe WalkiQg abRXW RbjecWV RU SeRSle, eQcRXQWeUV RU eQWicePeQWV aQd
adYeQWXUeV. AV VRRQ aV Whe VWUeeW lRVeV WhiV aWWUacWiRQ, becaXVe iW iV
ePSW\ RU becaXVe Whe ZeighW Rf WUaɽc PakeV iW XQbeaUable, Whe ciW\
becRPeV WUaQVfRUPed iQWR a lXQaU laQdVcaSe.

WhaW WhiV WellV XV iV WhaW iQ Whe VRcieW\ Ze aUe RbVeUYiQg ² Whe
VRcieW\ Ze aUe UeadiQg ² aQd Rf Zhich Ze aUe a SaUW, iQWeUPediaUieV
haYe VSecial SUiYilegeV Zhich aUe fUeTXeQWl\ e[ceVViYe aQd
deWUiPeQWal WR WhiQgV Zhich haYe RU cRXld haYe PRUe UealiW\. ThiV
SURSRViWiRQ cRXld be baVed RQ aQ ecRQRPic aQal\ViV: Whe URle Rf
cRPPRdiWieV aQd PRQe\, WheVe iQWeUPediaUieV Zhich aUe becRPiQg
iQcUeaViQgl\ SRZeUfXl, WheVe WhiQgV Zhich aUe becRPiQg feWiVheV,
WheVe PediaWiRQV Zhich Wake RQ a deWeUPiQiQg URle b\ diVViPXlaWiQg
aQd RYeUZhelPiQg ZhaWeYeU Whe\ aUe liQkiQg WRgeWheU. We cRXld
Uead WhiV SURSRViWiRQ diUecWl\, heUe iQ Whe VRcial We[W. We Zill ɹQd iW
RQ Whe leYel Rf gRRd VeQVe aQd eYeU\da\ RbVeUYaWiRQ; aQd \eW, WheUe



iV VRPeWhiQg SaUadR[ical abRXW iW. IW PeaQV WhaW all aURXQd XV, Whe
SlaceV WhURXgh Zhich Ze SaVV aQd ZheUe Ze PeeW ² Whe VWUeeW, Whe
cafp RU Whe VWaWiRQ ² aUe PRUe iPSRUWaQW aQd WUXl\ PRUe iQWeUeVWiQg
WhaQ RXU hRPeV aQd RXU hRXVeV, Whe SlaceV Zhich Whe\ liQk. IW iV a
liYiQg SaUadR[, aQd if eYeU\da\ faPiliaUiW\ PakeV XV adPiW iW, iW dReV
QRW allRZ XV WR Vee hRZ abVXUd iW iV. IQ WiPeV gRQe b\, iQ Whe ciW\ Rf
aQWiTXiW\ RU Rf PedieYal WiPeV, WhiQgV ZeUe diʃeUeQW. TUaɽc ²
SeRSle, cRPPRdiWieV, YehicleV ² did QRW dRPiQaWe. The PeaQV aQd
Whe eQdV Rf cRPPXQicaWiRQ, aQd iQdeed Rf eYeU\WhiQg, ZeUe
VXbRUdiQaWed WR hXPaQ beiQgV. IQ WhiV da\ aQd age, WheUe iV a
ViWXaWiRQ Zhich Ze aUe WePSWed WR acceSW de facWR, aQd eYeQ WR
ePShaVi]e: ZheQ Whe VWUeeW VWRSV beiQg iQWeUeVWiQg, VR dReV eYeU\da\
life. NRZ Whe ciW\ iV fXll WR bXUVWiQg ZiWh caUV. IW haV beeQ UedXced WR
V\VWePV Rf VigQalV. WhaW Zill becRPe Rf iW?

BXV\, acWiYe, iWV RQl\ liQk ZiWh QaWXUe Whe Vk\ aQd Whe clRXdV RU a
feZ WUeeV aQd ɻRZeUV, Whe VWUeeW UeSUeVeQWV Whe eYeU\da\ iQ RXU
VRcial life. IW ePbRdieV iW alPRVW cRPSleWel\, like a digeVW Zhich iV
iQWeUeVWiQg becaXVe iW iV VR cRQdeQVed. AQd WhiV iV deVSiWe beiQg
e[WeUQal WR iQdiYidXal aQd VRcial e[iVWeQce, RU becaXVe Rf iW. A Slace
Rf SaVVage, Rf iQWeUacWiRQ, Rf PRYePeQW aQd cRPPXQicaWiRQ, iW
becRPeV, Yia aQ aVWRQiVhiQg YRlWe-face, Whe UeɻecWiRQ Rf Whe WhiQgV iW
liQkV WRgeWheU, VRPeWhiQg ZiWh PRUe life iQ iW WhaQ WhRVe WhiQgV
WhePVelYeV. IW becRPeV Whe PicURcRVP Rf PRdeUQ life. If aQ\WhiQg iV
hiddeQ, iW WeaUV iW RXW fURP iWV daUkQeVV. IW PakeV iW SXblic. IW URbV iW
Rf iWV SUiYac\ aQd dUagV iW RQ WR Whe VWage Rf a VSRQWaQeRXV WheaWUe,
ZheUe Whe acWRUV iPSURYiVe a Sla\ Zhich haV QR VcUiSW. The VWUeeW
WakeV ZhaWeYeU iV haSSeQiQg VRPeZheUe elVe, iQ VecUeW, aQd PakeV iW
SXblic. IW chaQgeV iWV VhaSe, aQd iQVeUWV iW iQWR Whe VRcial We[W.

Like Whe eYeU\da\, Whe VWUeeW iV cRQVWaQWl\ chaQgiQg aQd alZa\V
UeSeaWV iWVelf. IQ Whe XQceaViQg VhifWV Rf WiPeV Rf da\, SeRSle, RbjecWV
aQd lighW, iW UeSeaWV iWVelf, WiUeleVVl\. The VWUeeW iV a VSecWacle, alPRVW
QRWhiQg bXW a VSecWacle, bXW QRW cRPSleWel\ a VSecWacle, becaXVe Ze
aUe iQ iW, ZalkiQg, VWRSSiQg aQd SaUWiciSaWiQg. If \RX hXUU\ \RX Zill
QRW Vee Whe VSecWacle, eYeQ if \RX aUe SaUW Rf iW. AlPRVW aQ abVRlXWe
VSecWacle, bXW QRW cRPSleWel\, iW iV aQ RSeQ bRRk, RU UaWheU a
QeZVSaSeU: iW haV QeZV, baQaliWieV, VXUSUiVeV, adYeUWiVePeQWV.



AQalRgRXV aQd hRPRlRgRXV, Whe VWUeeW aQd Whe QeZVSaSeU jRiQ
fRUceV iQ RXU eYeU\da\ life. SiPXlWaQeRXVl\, Whe\ Pake iW aQd Whe\
UeSUeVeQW iW. ChaQgiQg bXW alZa\V ideQWical, Whe VWUeeW RQl\ RʃeUV a
liPiWed QXPbeU Rf VXUSUiVeV. If aQ\WhiQg VeQVaWiRQal (Ueall\
VeQVaWiRQal), e[WUaYagaQW, abVXUd, RʃeQViYe RU VXbliPe haSSeQV, iW
RQl\ YagXel\ iQWeUUXSWV Whe diYeUViɹed PRQRWRQ\ Rf Whe abVRlXWe
TXaVi-VSecWacle. S\PbRlV VWURll b\ XQQRWiced. IQ WhiV da\ aQd age,
ZhR WakeV Whe V\PbRliVPV Rf caWhedUalV ZiWh WheiU deYilV aQd diYiQe
ɹgXUeV VeUiRXVl\, RU VeeV aQ\ dUaPa iQ WheP? The VWUeeW cRQfURQWV XV
ZiWh a VRcial We[W Zhich iV geQeUall\ gRRd, deQVe aQd legible. All
kiQdV Rf SeRSle PiQgle iQ iW, becRPiQg alPRVW iQWeUchaQgeable. IQ
WiPeV gRQe b\, ZheQ claVV diʃeUeQceV ZeUe leVV cleaU-cXW WhaQ
QRZada\V, ZheQ WheUe ZeUe ¶eVWaWeV· aQd ¶caVWeV· UaWheU WhaQ claVVeV,
WheVe diʃeUeQceV ZeUe e[SUeVVed lRXdl\ aQd cleaUl\. The VWUeeW ZaV
e[SUeVViYe. NRZada\V, WheVe RVWeQWaWiRXV diʃeUeQceV haYe
diVaSSeaUed; Whe\ ZRXld Pake Whe cURZdV Zhich WhURQg Whe
ChaPSV-El\VpeV RU Whe GUaQdV BRXleYaUdV XQbeaUabl\ gaXd\.
HRZeYeU, VRcial diʃeUeQceV aUe VWill YiVible, VigQiɹed b\ a QXPbeU Rf
iQde[eV aQd VigQV QRWiceable RQl\ WR Whe WUaiQed e\e. ThiV iV WR Va\
WhaW Whe VWUeeW eQcRPSaVVeV a PXlWiWXde Rf VePeiRlRgieV. DR faceV
e[SUeVV aQ\WhiQg? A liWWle, bXW QRW PXch. ClRWheV aQd bRd\ laQgXage
VigQif\. SR Whe VSecWacle Rf Whe VWUeeW VWiPXlaWeV RXU deViUe WR Vee
WhiQgV aQd fRUPV RXU Za\ Rf VeeiQg WheP. HRZ PaQ\ ZRPeQ WheUe
aUe ZhR haYe XQkQRZiQgl\ becRPe SaUW Rf VXbWle V\VWePV Rf VigQV,
eQWeUiQg WheP fURP ZiWhiQ, aQd XViQg WheP WR claVVif\ RWheU ZRPeQ
ZiWh RQe ViPSle glaQce aW WheiU VhReV, WheiU VWRckiQgV, WheiU haiU,
WheiU haQdV aQd ɹQgeUQailV, WheiU jeZelleU\ aQd WheiU geQeUal
aSSeaUaQce! A deWailed aQal\ViV Rf Whe VRcial We[W ZRXld UeYeal WheVe
SaUWial V\VWePV Rf VigQV aQd VigQiɹcaWiRQV Zhich iQWeUZeaYe RU
cUiVVcURVV like Whe iWePV iQ a QeZVSaSeU.4

The ¶ZRUld Rf RbjecWV· aV Whe\ aSSeaU iQ Whe VWUeeW iV like a laUge,
fURQW-Sage QeZV iWeP, aQd \eW iW cRQVWiWXWeV RQe Rf Whe PRVW VXbWle
aQd leaVW deɹQed V\VWePV Rf VigQV. IQ Whe VWUeeW, cRPPRdiWieV aUe RQ
RʃeU, bXW WheiU cRPPeUcial eVVeQce iV cRQcealed. The\ ZaQW WR be
QRWhiQg bXW lRYeliQeVV, eQchaQWPeQW, SleaVXUe aQd VeUeQiW\.5 IQ Whe
laUge PRdeUQ ciW\, Whe VWUeeW SRVWXlaWeV aQd cRQɹUPV Whe haUPRQ\



beWZeeQ QeedV, deViUeV aQd gRRdV. PaUadiVe lRVW iV UediVcRYeUed iQ
Whe fRUP Rf a SaURd\; aW eYeU\ VWeS RUigiQal XQiW\ iV UeVWRUed iQ
caUicaWXUe. GRRdV, WhiQgV aQd RbjecWV aUe RQ diVSla\; Whe\ aUe RʃeUed
WR RXU ga]e iQ RUdeU WR aWWUacW aQd VWiU XS RXU deViUeV, SURclaiPiQg
WheiU SUiQciSle ZiWh QR aSSaUeQW iURQ\: ¶TR each RbjecW iWV deViUe, WR
each Rf XV RXU deViUeV, WR each deViUe iWV gRRdV aQd iWV SleaVXUeV.
TheUe aUe gRRdV aQd deViUeV fRU eYeU\RQe, dePRcUaWicall\, eYeQ fRU
childUeQ, eYeQ fRU SeRSle ZhR aUe QRW YeU\ Uich, bXW WheUe aUe a lRW
PRUe ² all Rf WheP ² fRU SeRSle ZhR aUe.· IQɹQiWel\ QeaU, becaXVe
Whe\ cRUUeVSRQd WR a deViUe Zhich iV bRWh geQXiQe aQd ShRQe\, aQd
\eW fUighWeQiQgl\ iQacceVVible, like VXSeUbl\ SUeVeQWed ZRPeQ XS fRU
Vale, RbjecWV lead WheiU VRYeUeigQ life behiQd Whe VhRS ZiQdRZV. The
VWUeeW iV aQ iQWeUPediaU\ beWZeeQ hXPaQ liYeV, aQd iWV cRPPRdiWieV
aUe e[chaQge YalXeV eleYaWed WR VRYeUeigQ heighWV. RaiVed WR iWV
]eQiWh, feWiVhiVP aWWaiQV a kiQd Rf VSleQdRXU; aQd, iQ aQ aVWRQiVhiQg
VXbWeUfXge, WhiQgV, gRRdV aQd RbjecWV jRiQ fRUceV ZiWh V\PbRliVP
agaiQ WR becRPe Whe V\PbRlV Rf ZealWh aQd SleaVXUe ZiWhRXW liPiWV
aQd ZiWhRXW eQd. CeUWaiQ VWUeeWV haYe Whe VaPe beaXW\ aV PXVeXPV,
ZeaU\ aQd lifeleVV. IW iV a clRVed ciUcXiW iQ Zhich SURdXcWV ²
cRPPRdiWieV ² aUe chaQged iQWR deViUable aQd deViUed gRRdV. HeUe,
iQ WhiV iQYRlXQWaU\ ZRUk, Whe VWUeeW, Whe VSeciɹc beaXW\ Rf RXU
VRcieW\ iV accRPSliVhed. ThURXgh Whe iQWeUSla\ Rf RbjecWV RʃeUed
aQd UefXVed, Whe VWUeeW becRPeV a Slace Rf dUeaPV aQd iPagiQaWiRQ,
bXW alVR Rf UealiW\ aW iWV PRVW iPSlacable. IQ Whe VWUeeW PeQ aQd
ZRPeQ ² SaUWicXlaUl\ ZRPeQ ² Sa\ fRRl·V cRXUW WR WhiQgV. QXeeQ-
WhiQgV, faiU\-WhiQgV, hRldiQg cRXUW behiQd Whe WUaQVSaUeQW ZiQdRZV
Zhich SaURd\ Whe WUaQVSaUeQc\ Rf hXPaQ UelaWiRQV, Whe\ haYe Whe
Pagic SRZeU WR WUaQVfRUP WheiU Pale aQd fePale cRXUWieUV iQWR
WhiQgV. WiQdRZ-VhRSSiQg haV iWV Pagic aQd iWV UeligiRQ: Whe
SeUfecWed, all-SRZeUfXl cRPPRdiW\. SaQcWiɹed, gRRdV cRiQcide ZiWh
Whe VSecWacle Zhich Whe\ aQd WheiU adYeUWiVePeQWV RʃeU.
CRQVXPSWiRQ gleaPV iQ all iWV hallRZed VSleQdRXU. ThURXgh all Whe
SRVVible aQd iPSRVVible Sh\Vical delighWV, all Whe dUeaPV, all Whe
fUXVWUaWiRQV, PRQe\ claiPV iWV kiQgdRP, iWV ePSiUe, iWV SRQWiɹcaWe.

FaU aZa\, iQ Whe facWRUieV (Whe RQeV Zhich SURdXce WheVe
ZRQdeUfXl RbjecWV, RU WhRVe Zhich SURdXce Whe PeaQV fRU WheiU



SURdXcWiRQ), eYeU\WhiQg iV fXQcWiRQal RU iV iQWeQded aV VXch;
eYeU\WhiQg iV a VigQal ² Whe UeSeWiWiYe geVWXUeV Rf labRXU aQd iWV
WechQical RUgaQi]aWiRQ. FaU aZa\, RQ Whe ZRUkiQg-claVV eVWaWeV,
eYeU\WhiQg iV fXQcWiRQal, eYeU\WhiQg iV a VigQal ² Whe UeSeWiWiYe
geVWXUeV b\ Zhich Whe labRXU fRUce keeSV RQ gRiQg iQ iWV eYeU\da\
life¬«

11 Dialogue, discussion, conversation

We Zill XQdeUVWaQd Whe XVe aQd PiVXVe Rf diVcRXUVe b\ aQalRg\ ZiWh
Whe VRcial We[W. MRVW VePaQWiciVWV, liQgXiVWV aQd laQgXage WheRUiVWV dR
Whe RSSRViWe; Whe\ XVe diVcRXUVe WR XQdeUVWaQd RWheU fRUPV Rf
cRPPXQicaWiRQ aQd RWheU We[WV aQd cRQWe[WV.

FiUVW aQd fRUePRVW, Whe laQgXage Rf cRQYeUVaWiRQ XVeV baQaliWieV.
We Walk abRXW QeXWUal WhiQgV, i.e., Ueall\ abRXW WhiQgV aQd abRXW
SeRSle VeeQ aV WhiQgV: Whe ZeaWheU, Whe QeighbRXUV, fUieQdV, Whe high
cRVW Rf liYiQg aQd Whe YagaUieV Rf SRliWicV, SeckiQg RUdeU aQd ZageV,
ZhR·V VleeSiQg ZiWh ZhRP aQd ZhR·V cheaWiQg RQ ZhRP. IQ WhiV
diVcRXUVe bXlgiQg ZiWh UedXQdaQcieV aQd cRPPRQSlaceV, dUeaU\
ZRUd fRllRZV dUeaU\ ZRUd. IW iV cleaU, XQdeUVWaQdable, UeSeWiWiYe.
HRZeYeU WhiV aSSaUeQWl\ XVeleVV e[chaQge Rf WUiYia VigQiɹeV
VRPeWhiQg. IW beaUV ZiWQeVV WR a geQeUali]ed Qeed. Sh\, aZkZaUd,
VRPeWiPeV cRaUVe aQd VRPeWiPeV diVcUeeW, iW iV Whe Qeed WR
cRPPXQicaWe aQd WR e[chaQge VRPeWhiQg RWheU WhaQ PeUe WhiQgV.
WhaW iV PRUe, WhURXgh Whe baQaliW\ Zhich UaYageV WhiV leYel Rf
diVcRXUVe like aQ XQchecked eSidePic, VWeUeRW\SeV Rf eYeU\da\ life
aUe YiVible, ZiWh Whe UeVXlW WhaW WUiYial diVcXVViRQV aQd baQal
cRQYeUVaWiRQV, ZiWh Whe faPil\, iQ Whe cafp RU elVeZheUe, caQ
XQdeUgR a VXddeQ VhifW Rf SeUVSecWiYe, WR becRPe highl\ iQWeUeVWiQg
aQd fXll Rf PeaQiQg. (FRU e[aPSle: cRQYeUVaWiRQV abRXW caUV, WUaɽc
aQd URad accideQWV beWZeeQ XSSeU-claVV RU ¶cRPfRUWabl\ Rʃ· PeQ;
cRQYeUVaWiRQV abRXW WechQical PaWWeUV; diVcXVViRQV beWZeeQ ZRPeQ
abRXW faVhiRQ, eWc.). In WriYialiW\, iW is Whe dominanW represenWaWions
Zhich are signiɹed, along ZiWh Wheir sWereoW\pes.



SRPeWiPeV aQ XQe[SecWed iPSXlVe VhifWV Whe diUecWiRQ Rf Whe
diVcXVViRQ. We ɹQd RXUVelYeV WalkiQg abRXW RXU RZQ liYeV iQ WeUPV
Zhich gR be\RQd baQaliW\ (QRW WRR faU, e[ceSW iQ Whe caVe Rf WhRVe
iQQRceQW fRRlV ZhR cRQɹde iQ SeRSle ZiWhRXW VXVSecWiQg WhaW
iQeYiWabl\ Whe da\ Zill cRPe ZheQ WheVe cRQɹdeQceV Zill be XVed
agaiQVW WheP. NeYeUWheleVV Ze Walk abRXW RXUVelYeV XS WR a SRiQW,
XViQg ke\ZRUdV, VXch aV lRYe aQd haWe, faWheU aQd PRWheU,
childhRRd aQd Rld age, ¶hRPe· aQd aZa\, faPil\, Whe ZRUld). TheQ
cRPe Whe lRQg ZRUdV aQd Whe iPSRUWaQW WheRUieV, PeWaShRUV aQd
YalXeV (XVXall\ bURXghW iQ XQaZaUeV, b\ iPSlicaWiRQ) Zhich Sla\ iQ
diVcRXUVe Whe URle Sla\ed b\ PRQXPeQWV iQ Whe ciW\: SURYeUbV Uich iQ
ZiVdRP, XVXall\ Rf Whe UeVigQed YaUieW\, SURSeU QRXQV aʃRUdiQg
VXddeQ UeYelaWiRQV, dUaPaWi]aWiRQV aQd abVRlXWe SUiQciSleV, WUXWhV
abRXW life, fRlklRUe ² VRPeWiPeV dRPeVWic, VRPeWiPeV VRcial ² Zhich
RfWeQ cRPeV fURP Whe deSWhV Rf WiPeV lRQg SaVW. AW WhiV SRiQW, Whe
dialRgXe becRPeV RYeUlRaded; iW gUiQdV SaiQfXll\ WR a halW. IW
becRPeV a dialRgXe Rf Whe deaf, jXVW aV dialRgXeV dR ZheQ Whe\ aUe
e[WUePel\ WUiYial, bXW iQ WhiV caVe becaXVe iW iV WRR Uich, aQd haV
WUeVSaVVed be\RQd Whe ]RQe Rf aYeUage cRPPXQicaWiRQ. TR gR aQ\
faUWheU iW ZRXld haYe WR cURVV RYeU iQWR SReWU\ RU VSRQWaQeRXV
l\UiciVP. AQd iW iV XVXall\ RQ Whe WhUeVhRld Rf WUXWh, aW Whe iQVWaQW
ZheQ cRPPXQicaWiRQ iV aW iWV deeSeVW, WhaW dialRgXe VWRSV. SRRQeU RU
laWeU dialRgXe Zill VWaUW XViQg V\PbRlV iQ RUdeU WR gXaUaQWee PXWXal
cRPSUeheQViRQ, aQd ZhaW aUe V\PbRlV if QRW deWeUiRUaWed, VhaWWeUed
RU bXUied QXcleXVeV Rf VeQVibiliW\, ePRWiRQ RU aʃecWiYiW\? OQ Whe
lRZeVW leYel, RSaTXeQeVV SURYideV a fXlcUXP, aQd Ze aUe aV haSS\ aV
VaQd-bR\V aPRQg RXU aPbigXiWieV aQd PiVXQdeUVWaQdiQgV. OQ Whe
higheVW leYel, iW iV Whe ePSWiQeVV Rf lXPiQRXV aQd WUaQVSaUeQW VSace,
UePiQdiQg XV Rf eaUWh aQd iWV chaUQel hRXVe Rf dead V\PbRlV, RU Rf
aQ eYeQ ePSWieU heaYeQ ZiWh iWV SRSXlaWiRQ Rf iQacceVVible
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV. OQl\ SReWU\ haV Whe ZiQgV WR VRaU WheUe.
CRPPXQicaWiRQ VhifWV beWZeeQ Whe VileQce belRZ aQd Whe VileQce
abRYe.

IW VeWV all Whe leYelV iQWR PRWiRQ, aQd challeQgeV WheP. IW iPSlieV
aQd VXSSRVeV WheP all: Whe cRheUeQce Rf diVcRXUVe aQd Whe baQaliW\
Rf cRheUeQW diVcRXUVe; ZRUdV acWiQg like VigQalV Zhich WUiggeU



SUedicWable UeVSRQVeV; ePRWiYiW\ Zhich iQWURdXceV iPageV aQd
WUaQVPiWV XQe[SecWed iPSXlVeV iQWR diVcRXUVe; Whe ePeUgeQce Rf
V\PbRlV; Whe ePSWiQeVV aQd iQadeTXac\ Rf iQWeQded PeaQiQgV, Whe
gaSV, Whe abVeQceV.



5

The Theory of Accumulative and Non-

accumulative Processes

1 Critique of the idea of progress

PhilRVRShical aQd VRciRlRgical cUiWiTXe Rf WhiV idea haV becRPe
UXdiPeQWaU\ aQd baQal, ViQce iW iV dicWaWed b\ Whe PRVW RbYiRXV aQd
Whe PRVW eaVil\ SURYable facWV. AQ eQWiUel\ RSWiPiVWic idea WhaW
SURgUeVV cRXld VSUead ViPXlWaQeRXVl\ WhURXgh eYeU\ aUea (aQ idea
Zhich ZaV liQked WR a ViPSliVWic eYRlXWiRQiVP) haV TXiWe liWeUall\
cRllaSVed dXUiQg Whe cRXUVe Rf Whe WZeQWieWh ceQWXU\. AfWeU Hegel
aQd MaU[, Whe geQeUal WheRU\ Rf dialecWical PRYePeQW had VWiSXlaWed
WhaW Whe SURceVV Rf becRPiQg iQ all VecWRUV (QaWXUe, hiVWRU\,
kQRZledge) ZRXld VXUel\ be PRUe cheTXeUed ² diVcRQWiQXRXV,
cRQɻicWXal, UiYeQ b\ SaUWial RU geQeUal UegUeVViRQV ² WhaQ WiPe aV Whe
QaiYe eYRlXWiRQiVW SaWWeUQ UeSUeVeQWV iW. EYeQWV haYe fXll\ YiQdicaWed
Whe SaWWeUQ SUeVeQWed b\ dialecWical WhRXghW, aQd PRUe WhaQ aQ\RQe
cRXld haYe iPagiQed.

2 Uneven development

We haYe alUead\ VWUeVVed Whe e[WUePe WheRUeWical geQeUaliW\ Rf WhiV
cRQceSW, Zhich ZaV iQWURdXced iQWR HegeliaQ aQd MaU[iVW dialecWical



WhRXghW b\ LeQiQ. The idea Rf XneYen deYelopmenW PakeV Whe geQeUal
cUiWiTXe Rf Whe cRQWiQXiVW (eYRlXWiRQiVW) SaWWeUQ Rf Whe SURceVV Rf
becRPiQg PRUe SUeciVe, VSeciɹc aQd SaUWicXlaUi]ed. IQ RXU RSiQiRQ,
Whe iPSlicaWiRQV aQd cRQVeTXeQceV Rf Whe idea Rf XQeYeQ
deYelRSPeQW aQd Whe laZ deUiYed fURP iW haYe QRW \eW beeQ
e[haXVWed, SaUWicXlaUl\ aV UegaUdV eYeU\da\ life. We haYe alUead\
VXggeVWed Whe h\SRWheViV Rf a SeUiRd QRW RQl\ ZheUe Whe hRe RU Whe
VZiQg SlRXgh ZRXld cRe[iVW alRQgVide iQWeUSlaQeWaU\ URckeWV, aQd
ZheUe VPall faUPeUV ZRXld cRQWiQXe WR ZRUk Whe laQd b\ haQd aQd
gR hXQgU\ Zhile aQ ¶eliWe· Rf WechQiciaQV aQd PaQageUV ZRXld be
e[SlRUiQg RXWeU VSace, bXW alVR ZheUe a backZaUd eYeU\da\ life
ZRXld cRe[iVW ZiWh a highl\ deYelRSed WechQRlRg\, iQ a Za\ Zhich
ZRXld be diɽcXlW WR beaU. The ViWXaWiRQ Rf eYeU\da\ life VWUikeV XV
(XQfRUWXQaWel\) aV beiQg a SUiPe e[aPSle Rf Whe laZ Rf XQeYeQ
deYelRSPeQW. BXW Whe SURSRViWiRQ caQ be UeYeUVed: Whe laZ Rf
XQeYeQ deYelRSPeQW SRiQWV WR Whe SRVVibiliW\ Rf aQ alPRVW liPiWleVV
UaQge Rf hXPaQ (VRcial) ViWXaWiRQV aW Whe YeU\ heaUW Rf ecRQRPic aQd
WechQRlRgical deYelRSPeQW, fURP Whe UeaUgXaUd WR Whe fURQW liQe Rf
acWiRQ, WR XVe a PiliWaU\ PeWaShRU.

We kQRZ WhaW Whe XQdeUdeYelRSed VecWRUV dR QRW UePaiQ TXieWl\
held back like a WURRS Rf VRldieUV dUaggiQg WheiU heelV faU fURP Whe
fURQW liQe. The VecWRUV Zhich aUe deVWiQed WR VXʃeU XQeYeQ
deYelRSPeQW, be iW WePSRUaU\ RU lRQg-laVWiQg, VRRQ Ueali]e WhaW Whe\
aUe beiQg RccXSied aQd bUXWall\ e[SlRiWed. The\ PXVW UegaiQ WheiU
fUeedRP RU ZiQ iW back b\ cRPbaW. The\ UePaiQ VXbjecWed.

CriWiqXe of eYer\da\ life generali]es Whis e[perience of Whe ¶backZard·
or ¶XnderdeYeloped· naWions and e[Wends iW Wo Whe eYer\da\ in Whe highl\
deYeloped indXsWrial coXnWries. IW la\s doZn Whe principle WhaW Whe greaW
XpheaYal Zhich calls on Whe conscioXsness of Whose naWions engaged in
Whe drama of XneYen deYelopmenW Wo emancipaWe WhemselYes shoXld
reYerberaWe WhroXgh ¶moderniW\· Yia an XpheaYal of eYer\da\ life and a
general XpheaYal in Whe name of eYer\da\ life, giYen WhaW iW is a
backZard secWor Zhich is e[ploiWed and oppressed b\ so-called ¶modern·
socieW\.

We iQViVW WhaW WhiV iV QRW ViPSl\ a PeWaShRU, aQ allegRU\, RU a
PeUe ViPile RU VXSeUɹcial aQalRg\, bXW WhaW Whe SURbleP iV



fXQdaPeQWall\ Whe VaPe. The liQk beWZeeQ Whe ViWXaWiRQ Rf Whe
eYeU\da\ aQd WhaW Rf Whe SURleWaUiaW gReV WR Whe heaUW Rf Whe
SURbleP: Whe WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ Rf Whe ZRUld, i.e., Rf Whe eYeU\da\ life Rf
WRda\, iQ ¶PRdeUQ· VRcieW\, giYeQ iWV hiVWRU\ aQd iWV VWUXcWXUeV.

IW iV a deSlRUable ViWXaWiRQ, Zhich Ze haYe baUel\ begXQ WR
deVcUibe, aQd Zhich Ze PXVW WU\ WR e[SlaiQ. BXW hRZ did iW cRPe
abRXW?

3 Non-accumulative societies

APRQg Whe PaQ\ debWV Whe VcieQceV Rf VRcieW\ RZe WR MaU[, RQe
e[WUePel\ iPSRUWaQW diVcRYeU\ VWaQdV RXW, alWhRXgh he hiPVelf did
QRW deYelRS iWV cRQVeTXeQceV fXll\ ² faU fURP iW. TheUe iV a
diVWiQcWiRQ beWZeeQ WZR PajRU W\SeV Rf VRcieW\: RQe iV baVed
ecRQRPicall\ RQ ViPSle UeSURdXcWiRQ, Whe RWheU RQ UeSURdXcWiRQ RQ
aQ e[WeQded Vcale. TR SXW iW eYeQ PRUe SUeciVel\, Whe aQal\ViV Rf
caSiWaliVW VRcieW\ UeYealV iW WR cRQWaiQ a dRXble SURceVV, RQe called
¶ViPSle UeSURdXcWiRQ·, aQd Whe RWheU, ¶UeSURdXcWiRQ RQ aQ e[WeQded
Vcale·. The VecRQd VXSSRVeV Whe ɹUVW, aQd Whe ɹUVW cRQWiQXeV a
SURceVV ZiWhiQ caSiWaliVP Zhich ZaV iQheUeQW iQ SUecaSiWaliVW
VRcieWieV.

A VRcieW\ VhRXld QRW RQl\ SURdXce aQd UeSURdXce Whe TXaQWiW\ Rf
gRRdV Zhich allRZV iWV SRSXlaWiRQ WR VXUYiYe (WR UeSURdXce iWVelf
biRlRgicall\, WR bUiQg XS childUeQ aQd WR PaiQWaiQ ² PRUe RU leVV
adeTXaWel\ ² iWV QRQ-SURdXcWiYe PePbeUV). ThiV VWUicWl\ ecRQRPic
iQWeUSUeWaWiRQ Rf Whe SaWWeUQV SUeVeQWed iQ CapiWal (VRlXPe 3, PaUW 7)
dReV QRW gR deeS eQRXgh. SocieW\ mXsW also reprodXce Whe social
relaWions beWZeen iWs members. ThXV ¶SUa[iV· aV MaU[ deVcUibeV iW
caQQRW be cRQWeQW PeUel\ WR UecRQVWiWXWe a baViV fRU cRQVXPSWiRQ. IW
PaiQWaiQV SURdXcWiRQ UelaWiRQV aQd Whe VRcial diYiViRQ Rf labRXU.
SRcial UelaWiRQV UeWaiQ a (UelaWiYe) VWabiliW\ Zhile Whe PePbeUV Rf a
VRcieW\ aUe cRQVWaQWl\ chaQgiQg; Whe\ aUe bRUQ aQd Whe\ die, aQd
SaVV fURP RQe gURXS WR aQRWheU (WhURXgh PaUUiage, QRWabl\) Zhile
PaiQWaiQiQg WheiU UelaWiRQV. The ¶SUa[iV· deVcUibed iQ WhiV Za\ RQ Whe
ecRQRPic leYel iV WheUefRUe QRW UeSeWiWiRQ iQ Whe VaPe VeQVe aV



iQdXVWUial acWiYiW\ iV. IW UeSeaWV iWVelf iQ c\cleV. MaU[ deVcUibeV aQd
aQal\VeV Whe SURceVV Rf ViPSle UeSURdXcWiRQ aV a c\clic SURceVV. The
SaWWeUQV Rf ViPSle UeSURdXcWiRQ e[SUeVV Whe diVWUibXWiRQ Rf hXPaQ
acWiYiWieV iQ a VRcieW\ baVed RQ a Zeak leYel Rf SURdXcWiYe fRUceV, bXW
eQdRZed ZiWh aQ iQQeU cRheViRQ (a ¶VWUXcWXUe·). SRcieWieV bXilW RQ a
(UelaWiYel\) VWable bXW VWagQaQW baVe aUe deVWiQed WR be balaQced iQ a
VWaWic Za\. IQ WhiV YeU\ VWagQaWiRQ Whe\ dePRQVWUaWe aQ
e[WUaRUdiQaU\ abiliW\ WR UeViVW aQd WR SeUViVW. The cRheViRQ Rf
SUiPiWiYe cRPPXQiWieV UePRYeV WheP fURP Whe hiVWRUiciW\ Zhich
cRXld VhaWWeU WheP fURP ZiWhRXW, aQd fURP Whe ¶iQcideQWal· hiVWRU\
Zhich ZRXld deVWUR\ WheP fURP ZiWhiQ. The\ caQ be cRQTXeUed aQd
VXbjecWed, bXW aV lRQg aV Whe cRQTXeURU dReV QRW aQQihilaWe WheP,
Whe\ caUU\ RQ. SWUXcWXUe SeUViVWV b\ UecUeaWiQg iWVelf iQdeɹQiWel\, iQ a
ciUcXlaU Za\. ThiV SaWWeUQ VeePV Yalid fRU all SUecaSiWaliVW VRcieWieV
baVed RQ agUicXlWXUe aQd haQdicUafWV. MaU[ did liWWle PRUe WhaQ
RXWliQe WhiV kiQd Rf geQeUali]aWiRQ, bXW iW iV baVed RQ Whe WheRUeWical
aQd PeWhRdRlRgical SURSRViWiRQV iQWUiQVic WR CapiWal aQd WR hiV
ConWribXWion Wo Whe CriWiqXe of PoliWical Econom\. AccRUdiQg WR MaU[,
Whe VWXd\ Rf caSiWaliVP VhedV lighW RQ ZhaW SUeceded iW aQd QRW Yice
YeUVa, Zhich iV ZhaW eYRlXWiRQiVP aQd Whe ViPSliɹed WheRU\ Rf
SURgUeVV belieYed.

IW iV Velf-eYideQW WhaW Whe PePbeUV Rf a SaUWicXlaU VRcieW\ aUe QRW
aZaUe Rf Whe ciUcXlaU SURceVV aQd Whe iQWeUQal Velf-UegXlaWiRQ Zhich
Pake WheP WeQd WRZaUdV a VWaWic eTXilibUiXP. HRZeYeU, Ze VhRXld
QRW WhiQk Whe\ aUe VRPehRZ XQaZaUe RU falVel\ aZaUe Rf WheiU RZQ
¶SUa[iV·. The VWXd\ Rf agUaUiaQ V\VWePV aQd Whe diVWUibXWiRQ Rf WaVkV
iQ SeaVaQW cRPPXQiWieV UeYealV gUeaW SUacWical ZiVdRP, alWhRXgh
WhiV ZiVdRP ZaV QeYeU able WR e[SUeVV aQd WUaQVPiW iWVelf
cRQceSWXall\.

IW iV alVR Velf-eYideQW WhaW Whe VWabiliW\ Rf WheVe VRcieWieV ZaV
cRQVWaQWl\ beiQg WhUeaWeQed b\ abeUUaQW SheQRPeQa VXch aV
e[ceVVeV, defecWV RU ¶diVWXUbaQceV· (Whe ¶hXbUiV· Rf GUeek WhRXghW).
GRYeUQed b\ WheiU WiVe MeQ, Whe aVVePblieV aQd cRXQcilV Rf eldeUV,
aQd b\ SUieVWV, ZaUlRUdV aQd SRliWical chiefV, WheVe VRcieWieV
ePSlR\ed YaUiRXV PeaQV WR eliPiQaWe VXch SeUWXUbaWiRQV alRQg ZiWh



WheiU caXVeV. SiPilaUl\, Whe\ eliPiQaWed aQ\ WhUeaW Rf VXUSlXV
SRSXlaWiRQ.

OQ WhiV SRiQW, MaU[ ZaV haSS\ PeUel\ WR SUeVeQW a SaWWeUQ Rf
ViPSle UeSURdXcWiRQ aQd WR Pake a feZ geQeUal RbVeUYaWiRQV Zhich
Ze Zill UeWXUQ WR VhRUWl\. He Pade QR aWWePSW WR deWeUPiQe iQ ZhaW
Za\ Whe VWUXcWXUeV Rf WheVe VRcieWieV ZeUe aQalRgRXV RU diʃeUiQg, QRU
WR gUaVS Whe XQdeUl\iQg UeaVRQV fRU WheiU VWabiliW\ RQ Whe baVe aV Ze
haYe jXVW deVcUibed iW. HeUe aV elVeZheUe, WhiV ecRQRPic ¶baVe·
allRZV XV WR kQRZ Whe VkeleWRQ Rf WhiV VRcieW\, bXW QRW hRZ iW Ueall\
fXQcWiRQed (iWV ¶Sh\ViRlRg\·). IW RʃeUV XV cRQdiWiRQV fRU SRVVibiliWieV,
aQd geQeUal cRQdiWiRQV fRU VRcieWieV Zhich diʃeU gUeaWl\ fURP each
RWheU WR cRQVWUXcW WhePVelYeV. IQ aQ\ caVe, WhiV ZaV QRW Whe WaVk
MaU[ had VeW hiPVelf iQ CapiWal. He lefW Whe jRb Rf VWXd\iQg
SUecaSiWaliVW VRcieWieV WR RWheUV, QRWabl\ WR eWhQRgUaSheUV. EYeU\RQe
kQRZV WhaW iQ The Origin of Whe Famil\: PriYaWe ProperW\ and Whe SWaWe,
EQgelV WUied WR ɹll WhiV gaS XViQg Whe ZRUk Rf Whe ɹUVW PRdeUQ
eWhQRgUaSheUV.

TheUe iV RQe iPSRUWaQW idea Zhich eQableV XV WR XQdeUVWaQd Whe
Ueal VWUXcWXUeV Rf SUecaSiWaliVW VRcieWieV aQd Whe UeaVRQV fRU Whe
VWabiliW\ Zhich haV helSed WheP WR VXUYiYe iQWR RXU RZQ eUa. We
haYe PeW iW befRUe. In archaic socieWies, Whe fXndamenWal processes are
c\clic, and Whese c\cles remain Yer\ close Wo cosmic c\cles and Whe
rh\Whms Zhich come from naWXre. The ecRQRPic SURceVV Rf ViPSle
UeSURdXcWiRQ, Zhich, aV MaU[ dePRQVWUaWed, iV c\clic iQ chaUacWeU, iV
aQ alPRVW XQQRWiceable cRPSRQeQW Rf Whe c\cleV aQd Uh\WhPV Zhich
SUedRPiQaWe aV aQ RUgaQi]iQg facWRU iQ WheVe agUaUiaQ VRcieWieV:
hRXUV aQd da\V, VeaVRQV aQd \eaUV, geQeUaWiRQV, \RXWh aQd Rld age.
We ɹQd WheVe VRcieWieV VXUSUiViQg. The\ RUgaQi]e WhePVelYeV iQ WiPe
aQd accRUdiQg WR WiPe PRUe WhaQ iQ VSace, Zhile VigQiɹcaQWl\ Whe\
haYe QR hiVWRUical WiPe RU ¶WePSRUaliW\· cRPSaUable WR RXU RZQ
VRcieW\ bXW, iQVWead, a WiPe Vcale Pade XS Rf iQWeUWZiQed c\cleV. We
haYe liQked WheVe VRcial Uh\WhPV WR Whe PRVW aQcieQW Rf V\PbRliVPV,
aQd Ze haYe had QR SURbleP iQ dePRQVWUaWiQg WheiU cRQWiQXaWiRQ
(Ze delibeUaWel\ dR QRW Va\ WheiU ¶VXUYiYalV·) iQ RXU SUeVeQW-da\
YillageV, aV VhaWWeUed, bXUied RU deWeUiRUaWed QXcleXVeV.



CRXld iW be WhaW WheVe aUchaic, SeaVaQW aQd cUafW-baVed VRcieWieV
(bXW ZiWh ePbU\RQic cRPPeUcial acWiYiW\) had QR hiVWRU\? TR
belieYe VR ZRXld be a QaiYe PiVWake aQd aQ abVXUdiW\. TheVe
VRcieWieV haYe a hiVWRU\, a dRXble RQe, bXW iQ WheiU RZQ SaUWicXlaU
PaQQeU Zhich iV diʃeUeQW fURP RXU RZQ ¶hiVWRUiciW\·. OQ Whe RQe
haQd, aQd fURP Whe RXWVide, cRQTXeURUV eVWabliVhed YaVW SRliWical
eQWiWieV ² ePSiUeV ² RQ a PXlWiWXde Rf SeaVaQW cRPPXQiWieV, aQd
RfWeQ b\ Whe XVe Rf ePbU\RQic cRPPeUcial acWiYiWieV (VXch aV baUWeU,
e[chaQgeV, RU Whe SRVVibiliW\ Rf e[acWiQg WUibXWeV aQd Wa[eV). IQ WhiV
SRliWical fUaPeZRUk, VWaWeV aQd dRPiQaQW claVVeV Zhich
fRUeVhadRZed feXdaliVP RU Whe bRXUgeRiVie begaQ WR Wake VhaSe.
IPPRbile aQd alPRVW iPPRYable RQ WheiU VWaWic aQd VWagQaWiQg
¶baVe·, WheVe ePSiUeV laVWed XQWil VXch WiPe aV a Zeak WUePRU PighW
lead WR WheiU VXddeQ cRllaSVe. EPSiUeV like WhiV haYe laVWed XQWil Whe
SUeVeQW da\ ² The TXUkiVh EPSiUe, fRU e[aPSle. NRWable aPRQg WhiV
W\Se Rf SRliWical fRUPaWiRQ aUe Whe SUe-CRlXPbiaQ APeUicaQ ePSiUeV,
Whe RRPaQ EPSiUe, Whe B\]aQWiQe EPSiUe aQd Whe gUeaW AViaWic
ePSiUeV, each ZiWh iWV RZQ VSeciɹc chaUacWeUiVWicV ZiWhiQ Whe
geQeUal cRQWe[W Ze haYe deɹQed abRYe.

OQ Whe RWheU haQd, Whe aUchaic VRcieWieV iQ TXeVWiRQ alVR had a
cRPSle[ iQWeUQal hiVWRU\, SUeciVel\ iQ VR faU aV WheUe ZeUe
diʃeUeQceV beWZeeQ WheP. B\ hiV SaWWeUQ Rf ViPSle UeSURdXcWiRQ,
MaU[ dUeZ aWWeQWiRQ WR aQ iPSRUWaQW facW. TheVe aUchaic VRcieWieV
had a SRliWical ecRQRP\, alWhRXgh Whe ecRQRPic Vide Rf iW ZaV QRW
SUedRPiQaQW aQd deWeUPiQaQW sWricWo sensX. TheiU SRliWical ecRQRP\
fXQcWiRQed bliQdl\, VSRQWaQeRXVl\, alPRVW aXWRPaWicall\ aV Whe
SUacWice Rf ecRQRP\ iQ Whe SUeciVe VeQVe Rf Whe WeUP ZheQ Ze Va\
WhaW VRPeRQe iV economical: a diVWUibXWiRQ Rf WaVkV aQd SURdXcWV
Zhich iV VSRQWaQeRXV WR begiQ ZiWh, bXW Zhich becRPeV iQcUeaViQgl\
cRQVciRXV, iQ ¶SRRU· VRcieWieV cRQWURlled b\ gRYeUQiQg gURXSV Zhich
dePaQd abVWiQeQce fURP Whe RWheU gURXSV, aQd VRPeWiPeV fURP
WhePVelYeV. MaU[ cUiWici]ed SRliWical ecRQRP\ aQd laZ aV Whe
kQRZledge aQd SUacWice Rf QRQ-abXQdaQce. Be WhaW aV iW Pa\,
VcaUciW\ iV a cRPSleWel\ UelaWiYe idea Zhich caQQRW be WakeQ WR Whe
abVRlXWe RU be Rf aQ\ XVe aV aQ e[SlicaWiYe SUiQciSle. A VRcieW\
ZiWhRXW VXUSlXV SURdXcW, iQ Zhich labRXU allRZV fRU QRWhiQg PRUe



WhaQ Whe VXUYiYal Rf iWV ZRUkeUV, Zill TXickl\ diVaSSeaU. IQ Whe
aUchaic VRcieWieV Ze aUe WalkiQg abRXW, dRPiQaQW gURXSV, Zhich ZeUe
QRW \eW claVVeV iQ Whe e[acW, cRQWePSRUaU\ PeaQiQg Rf Whe WeUP,
ZeUe WhXV able WR gaiQ cRQWURl Rf a ceUWaiQ VXUSlXV labRXU aQd
VXUSlXV SURdXcW. IW iV RbYiRXV WhaW VlaYeU\ aQd VXbVeTXeQWl\ VeUfdRP
Pade iW SRVVible WR iQcUeaVe VXUSlXV labRXU aQd WR e[WRUW SaUW Rf Whe
VXUSlXV SURdXcW all Whe PRUe eaVil\. TheVe dRPiQaQW gURXSV Vei]ed
Whe VXUSlXV VRcial SURdXcW aQd aSSURSUiaWed iW WR WheiU QeedV aQd
ZRUkV. WhaW iV UePaUkable iV WhaW iQ PRVW Rf WheVe VRcieWieV Whe
¶PaVWeUV· WUaQVfRUPed Whe ZealWh Whe\ had leYied iQWR ZRUkV, aV if
Whe\ felW Whe\ had WR jXVWif\ WhaW leY\ WR Whe SeRSle aQd accRXQW fRU
iW WR Whe cRPPXQiW\, Zhich had QRW \eW beeQ cRPSleWel\ bXUVW
aVXQdeU. We XVe Whe WeUP ¶ZRUkV· iQ iWV bURadeVW VeQVe: PRQXPeQWV,
feVWiYalV, SeUPaQeQW RU WUaQViWRU\ ZRUkV Rf aUW. AV \eW WheVe PaVWeUV
jXVWiɹed WheiU e[iVWeQce aQd WheiU SUedRPiQaQce QRW b\ XViQg
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV aQd ideRlRgieV, bXW b\ s\mbols, Zhich Whe\
ePbRdied Sh\Vicall\ iQ a PXlWiSliciW\ Rf ZRUkV.

OQl\ iQ WhiV Za\ caQ Ze XQdeUVWaQd hRZ diYeUVe WheVe aQcieQW
VRcieWieV ZeUe: YiRleQce aQd eTXilibUiXP, YiWaliW\ aQd VWabiliW\,
SRYeUW\ aQd VSleQdRXU, VhabbiQeVV aQd beaXW\. IQ UeWURVSecW Whe\
RʃeU XV a diSW\ch: RQ RQe SaQel, a UealP Rf bUXWaliW\ aQd deVSRWiVP,
RQ Whe RWheU, e[WUaRUdiQaU\ cUeaWiRQV iQ aUW, lifeVW\le, ZiVdRP,
cXlWXUe aQd eYeQ ShilRVRSh\ (alWhRXgh Whe laWWeU RQl\ ePeUgeV ZiWh
cRQceSWXal WhRXghW aQd Whe aZaUeQeVV Rf diVcRXUVe SeU Ve, Zhich
bUiQg aQcieQW ZiVdRP WR a clRVe). MaU[iVW WhRXghW cRQWaiQV Whe
iQdicaWiRQV Zhich eQable XV WR aSSURach Whe VWXd\ Rf aUchaic RU
aQcieQW VRcieWieV iQ all WheiU PaQifRld aVSecWV.1 HRZeYeU, WheUe iV
RQe SaUWicXlaUl\ SURfRXQd aQd Zell-kQRZQ TXeVWiRQ UaiVed b\ MaU[,
aQd Zhich he hiPVelf did QRW UeVRlYe: hRZ iV iW WhaW Whe bRXUgeRiV
aQd VRcialiVW cXlWXUeV Rf WRda\ caQ be iQWeUeVWed iQ ZRUkV fURP
diVWaQW SeUiRdV, cUeaWed iQ cRQdiWiRQV Zhich ZeUe YeU\ diʃeUeQW
fURP RXU RZQ b\ gURXSV (caVWeV, ePbU\RQic claVVeV) Zhich
eVWabliVhed WhePVelYeV XViQg XQbUidled aQd liPiWleVV YiRleQce, aQd
Zhich XVed Whe PeagUe VXUSlXV VRcial SURdXcW WR cUeaWe all WhiV
VXPSWXRXVQeVV? WhaW caQ e[SlaiQ Whe laVWiQg chaUacWeU Rf WheVe
ZRUkV, WheVe VXSeUVWUXcWXUeV Rf defXQcW VRcieWieV?



AW WhiV VWage Ze Zill ha]aUd a feZ cRQceSWXal elePeQWV fRU a
WheRU\. AW Whe heaUW Rf aUchaic aQd aQcieQW VRcieWieV, eYeU\da\ life
ZaV QRW VeSaUaWe fURP ZhaW ZaV ¶higheVW· aQd ¶gUeaWeVW· iQ cXlWXUe
aQd ideaV. ThiV iV VRPeWhiQg Ze haYe alUead\ SRiQWed RXW.
¶PUiPiWiYe· PaQ, Whe aUchaic SeaVaQW aQd SURbabl\ Whe ciWi]eQ Rf
aQcieQW ciWieV all kQeZ fXll Zell hRZ WR diVWiQgXiVh beWZeeQ Whe
VacUed aQd Whe VecXlaU, Whe eYeU\da\ aQd Whe VXbliPe, Zhile fRU XV
WheVe WZR elePeQWV Rf WheiU liYeV VeeP iQe[WUicabl\ PeUged. ThiV
PaQ Pa\ haYe belieYed WhaW a giYeQ faPiliaU RbjecW ZaV SRVVeVVed Rf
aQ RbVcXUe SRZeU fRU gRRd RU fRU eYil, bXW he VWill kQeZ SeUfecWl\
Zell hRZ WR SXW iW WR SUacWical XVe; aQd he kQeZ SeUfecWl\ Zell ZheQ
he ZaV addUeVViQg WhaW SRZeU aQd ZheQ he ZaV QRW. Wh\? HRZ?
BecaXVe Rf Whe YeU\ QaWXUe Rf V\PbRliVP aQd Rf V\PbRlV, Zhich
eQWeU Whe ¶liYed· aQd dXSlicaWe RU UedXSlicaWe UealiW\ ZiWhRXW
becRPiQg VeSaUaWe fURP iW. JXVW aV eYeU\ RbjecW iQ WheVe VRcieWieV
cRXld eaVil\ becRPe a ZRUk Rf aUW (all WhaW ZaV Qeeded ZaV a liWWle
eʃRUW aQd, faU fURP beiQg Whe e[ceSWiRQ, WhiV eʃRUW ZaV Whe UXle.
AbVeQce Rf aQ\ aUW ZaV Whe e[ceSWiRQ, aQd a VigQ Rf degeQeUac\), VR
eYeU\da\ life cRXld eaVil\ becRPe a lifeVW\le. EYeU\ chaQge iQ Whe
PeQ ZhR cRPPaQded WheVe VRcieWieV aQd iQ Whe V\PbRlV Zhich Whe\
XVed ZRXld haYe aQ iQɻXeQce RQ VW\le iQ Whe eYeU\da\: iW ZRXld be
gUaQdiRVe, VXbliPe, VeQVXal, VeQVXRXV, eURWic RU YiRleQW, accRUdiQg WR
Whe PeQ aQd WR Whe ciUcXPVWaQceV. FURP Whe YeU\ ɹUVW SeaVaQW
VRcieWieV Zhich VaZ Whe biUWh Rf PediWaWiRQ WR Whe gUeaW ePSiUeV aQd
eYeQ WR Whe GUeek ciW\ VWaWeV, alPRVW eYeU\ SRVVible VW\liVWic
h\SRWheViV ZaV aWWePSWed.

NRZ if Whe aQal\ViV Ze aUe aWWePSWiQg heUe iV aW all cRUUecW, RXU
RZQ eYeU\da\ life haV a dRXble chaUacWeU. OQ RQe haQd, iW haV QR
VW\le; iQ Whe cRQWe[W Rf a hiVWRU\ Zhich iV PRYiQg eYeU faUWheU aZa\
fURP Whe eYeU\da\, aQd Rf a glRbali]ed VRcieW\ Zhich hRldV VZa\
RYeU iW fURP Whe ePS\UeaQ UealPV Rf Whe VWaWe, Whe XWiliWaUiaQ aQd Whe
fXQcWiRQal cRQVWiWXWe QRW a VW\le, bXW iWV RSSRViWe: Whe abVeQce Rf
VW\le. OQ Whe RWheU haQd, WheUe aUe VRPe YeU\ aQcieQW V\PbRliVPV
Zhich alRQe aUe able WR UeVWRUe VRPe VWUeQgWh WR geVWXUeV aQd
acWiRQV Zhich haYe beeQ URbbed Rf all PeaQiQg; alWhRXgh Whe\ haYe
deWeUiRUaWed aQd VhaWWeUed, Whe\ VWill fRUP eʃecWiYe QXcleXVeV Zhich,



hRZeYeU deVWUXcWiYe RU iQadeTXaWe, aUe VWill acWiYe. HRZ cRXld Ze
QRW gUaVS Whe ZRUkV Rf Whe SaVW? The\ iQWeUeVW XV, Whe\ faVciQaWe XV,
aQd Ze call XSRQ WheP deVSeUaWel\ WR giYe XV a VeQVe aQd a VW\le. IQ
Whe QaPe Rf Whe YaVW ePSWiQeVV Zhich iV eYeU\da\ life, RXU eYeU\da\
life, Ze lRRk WRZaUdV eYeU\WhiQg Zhich cRXld SRiQW WR RU SeUSeWXaWe
a SleQiWXde. AQ\ age, iW dReV QRW PaWWeU Zhich. IW iV QRW aeVWheWic
VeQVibiliW\ RU ideRlRg\ Zhich acWV aV PediaWRU, bXW eYeU\da\ life.2
HRZeYeU RXU iQWeUeVW iQ Whe RbjecWV aQd ideaV Rf diVWaQW VRcieWieV
labRXUV XQdeU RQe VeUiRXV PiVcRQceSWiRQ. We SeUceiYe WheP aV aUW
RbjecWV, ZheUeaV iQ facW WhiV aUW ZaV QRW VRPeWhiQg e[WeUQal WR Whe
eYeU\da\ RU, aV iV VXSSRVed, high abRYe iW aQd WU\iQg iQ YaiQ WR eQWeU
iW, bXW a sW\le of life. WhaW Ze SeUceiYe aV WheRUieV aQd ShilRVRShieV
ZeUe iQ facW Za\V Rf eYeU\da\ liYiQg. ThiV iV Zh\ Whe PRUe Ze
UeWXUQ WR WheVe RbjecWV aQd ideaV, Whe PRUe Whe\ diVWXUb XV. We aUe
Zell aZaUe WhaW Ze dR QRW XQdeUVWaQd WheP. We lRRk fRU WheiU
hiVWRUic cRQWe[W (ZheQ WheUe ZaV QR hiVWRU\ aQalRgRXV WR RXUV), WheiU
VRcial cRQWe[W (ZheQ WheUe ZaV QR VRcieW\ aQalRgRXV WR RXUV) RU
WheiU ideRlRgical cRQWe[W (ZheQ abVWUacW ideRlRgical UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV
had QRW \eW aSSeaUed, aQd cRQcUeWel\ liYed cRVPic V\PbRlV aQd
Uh\WhPV clRVe WR cRVPic Uh\WhPV SUedRPiQaWed).

4 The concept of the process of accumulation

SiPSle UeSURdXcWiRQ iV aQd UePaiQV a QeceVVaU\ cRQdiWiRQ fRU all
VRcial life. FURP a ceUWaiQ daWe RQZaUdV (aW Whe eQd Rf Whe Middle
AgeV iQ Whe EXURSeaQ WeVW) iW giYeV Za\ WR aQRWheU SURceVV, WhaW Rf
accXPXlaWiRQ RQ aQ e[WeQded Vcale. MaU[ VWXdied iW VchePaWicall\,
UeVWUicWiQg iW WR Whe ecRQRPic SRiQW Rf YieZ (aQd kQRZiQg fXll Zell
WhaW WhiV leYel Rf UealiW\ dReV QRW eQcRPSaVV UealiW\ aV a ZhRle). IQ
CapiWal he deWeUPiQeV Whe UeciSURcal SURSRUWiRQV Rf Whe diʃeUeQW
VecWRUV Rf SURdXcWiRQ Zhich aUe eVVeQWial fRU Whe eʃecWiYe
deYelRSPeQW Rf UeSURdXcWiRQ RQ aQ e[WeQded Vcale, i.e., Whe
accXPXlaWiRQ Rf caSiWal.3 MaU[ did QRW VSecif\ Whe hiVWRUical
cRQdiWiRQV aQd diYeUVe cRQjXQcWXUeV Zhich allRZ RU allRZed fRU Whe



iQVeUWiRQ Rf Whe SURceVV Rf accXPXlaWiRQ iQWR VWable VWUXcWXUeV
gRYeUQed b\ Whe SUeYiRXV W\Se Rf SURceVV.

The SURceVV Rf accXPXlaWiRQ SURfRXQdl\ PRdiɹeV aQd RYeUWXUQV
Whe SUeYiRXV SURceVV. IW dReV QRW abRliVh iW. IW eQcRPSaVVeV iW, aQd
iQWURdXceV Whe fXQdaPeQWal cRQWUadicWiRQ beWZeeQ Whe VRcial
chaUacWeU Rf SURdXcWiYe labRXU aQd Whe SUiYaWe RZQeUVhiS Rf Whe
PeaQV Rf SURdXcWiRQ. DeVSiWe WhiV fXQdaPeQWal cRQWUadicWiRQ (Zhich
Zill deYelRS iQWR Whe SRlaUi]ed aQd aQWagRQiVWic
¶bRXUgeRiVie/SURleWaUiaW· claVV cRQWUadicWiRQ) VRcieW\ PXVW UePaiQ
cRheUeQW aQd iQWeUQall\ cRheViYe. AQWagRQiVPV caQ lead WR bUeakV;
cRQWUadicWiRQV dR QRW VWRS VRcieW\ fURP cRQVWiWXWiQg a ZhRle (a
WRWaliW\). Self-UegXlaWiQg PechaQiVPV chaQge, bXW Whe\ dR QRW
diVaSSeaU.4 AQd VR c\clic PRYePeQWV aUe QRW abRliVhed. A SURceVV
UeVePbliQg a UiViQg VSiUal VegPeQWed b\ QXPeURXV accideQWV
eQcRPSaVVeV Whe ciUcXlaU SURceVV, Zhich fURP WheQ RQ PaiQWaiQV a
SeUiRdiciW\. SRcieW\ aV a ZhRle cRQWiQXeV WR UeSURdXce iWV UelaWiRQV
aQd cRQdiWiRQV Rf e[iVWeQce, bXW Whe VRciR-ecRQRPic SURSRUWiRQV
iQheUeQW WR ViPSle UeSURdXcWiRQ aUe PRdiɹed b\ Whe SURSRUWiRQV
QeceVVaU\ fRU accXPXlaWiRQ RQ aQ e[WeQded Vcale. OQ aQal\ViV Ze
ɹQd WhaW Whe\ aUe VWill SUeVeQW, aV cRQdiWiRQV fRU a d\QaPic
eTXilibUiXP (UaWheU aV Ze ɹQd aQcieQW PechaQiVWic Sh\VicV SUeVeQW
ZiWhiQ PRdeUQ Sh\VicV). If Whe VRcieW\ Rf ecRQRPic gURZWh did QRW
gR RQ UeSURdXciQg iWV VRcial UelaWiRQV, iW ZRXld cUXPble aZa\. BXW
WhiV ZRXld RQl\ haSSeQ gUadXall\, aQd RQ a liPiWed leYel: Whe leYel
Rf Whe fUagPeQWed diYiViRQ Rf labRXU aQd Rf Whe cRQVciRXV UelaWiRQV
beWZeeQ VeSaUaWe iQdiYidXalV, aQd Rf Whe VeSaUaWiRQ beWZeeQ
¶SUiYaWe· aQd ¶SXblic·, aQd beWZeeQ ¶Whe eYeU\da\· aQd ¶Whe ZRUld aV
a ZhRle·. OQ Whe leYel Rf VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle, RQ Whe leYel Rf SURSeUW\
aQd SURdXcWiRQ UelaWiRQV (Rf claVV UelaWiRQV), VRcial cRheViRQ
cRQWiQXeV WR gURZ eYeU PRUe VWURQg. The ecRQRPic PechaQiVPV Rf
Velf-UegXlaWiRQ iQ WhePVelYeV aUe QRW eQRXgh WR gXaUaQWee iW, aQd aV
Whe\ RQl\ cRPe iQWR Sla\ RQ a ceUWaiQ leYel, Whe cRheViRQ Rf Whe
ZhRle iV gXaUaQWeed iQ aQRWheU Za\, RQ Whe leYel Rf a ceUWaiQ
cRQVciRXVQeVV: b\ UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV, ideRlRgieV, PRdelV, YalXeV, aQd
alVR b\ QeZ ZRUkV, aQd ɹQall\, b\ Whe XVe aQd PiVXVe Rf aQcieQW
V\PbRliVPV.



ThiV SURceVV Rf accXPXlaWiRQ iQYRlYeV VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle, aQd Whe
PeQ ZhR cRPSRVe iW, iQ a hiVWRUiciW\: iQ hisWor\ iQ Whe acceSWed VeQVe
Rf Whe WeUP, aQd Zhich MaU[ chaUacWeUi]eV aV QaWXUal hiVWRU\ RU Whe
SUehiVWRU\ Rf PaQ aV a WUXe hXPaQ beiQg. AV Ze XQdeUVWaQd iW, WhiV
hiVWRU\ diʃeUV TXiWe SURfRXQdl\ fURP Whe hiVWRU\ aʃecWiQg aUchaic
VRcieWieV. IW haV iWV VSeciɹc chaUacWeUiVWicV: Whe SURceVV Rf
accXPXlaWiRQ cRQWURlV iW aQd deWeUPiQeV iWV cRQjXQcWXUeV. UQlike iQ
aQcieQW VRcieWieV (alWhRXgh iW ZaV ceUWaiQl\ iPSRUWaQW), Whe
ecRQRPic VSheUe becRPeV SUedRPiQaQW aQd deWeUPiQiQg. ThiV
hiVWRU\ iV Pade b\ iQdiYidXalV aQd gURXSV, bXW bliQdl\. TUaSSed aV
Whe\ aUe iQ a deeS aQd PaQ\-Vided alieQaWiRQ, iW iV VRPeWhiQg Whe\
PXVW eQdXUe. AQd VR Whe accXPXlaWiYe ecRQRPic SURceVV cRPeV iQ
WaQdeP ZiWh a SRliWical aQd ideRlRgical hiVWRU\ Zhich iV SaUWicXlaUl\
liQked WR XQeYeQ ecRQRPic deYelRSPeQW. The hiVWRUical (SRliWical
aQd VRcial) e[SeUieQce Rf UeceQW WiPeV PakeV iW QeceVVaU\ fRU XV WR
cRQWiQXe WR deYelRS MaU[iVW WheRU\ be\RQd Whe SRiQW MaU[ hiPVelf
lefW iW. TR begiQ ZiWh, leW XV SUeVeQW VeYeUal SURSRViWiRQV:

a) MaU[ cRQceiYed Rf VRcialiVP bRWh aV Whe eQd WR Whe SURceVV Rf
accXPXlaWiRQ, aQd aV iWV aiP. OQce WhiV SURceVV had Ueached a high
degUee Rf SURdXcWiYe iQYeVWPeQWV (Rf SURdXcWiYiW\ aQd SURdXcWiRQ)
iQ Whe highl\ iQdXVWUiali]ed cRXQWUieV, Whe UeYRlXWiRQaU\ SURleWaUiaW
ZRXld Wake RYeU iWV adPiQiVWUaWiRQ. IW ZRXld QRW bUiQg accXPXlaWiRQ
WR aQ eQd, bXW ZRXld iPPediaWel\ RUieQWaWe iW WRZaUdV Whe cRQVciRXV
WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ Rf Whe ZRUld.

OXU UeiQVWaWePeQW Rf Whe MaU[iVW SURjecW haV alUead\ VhRZQ WhaW
MaU[ ZaV cRQceUQed QRW VR PXch ZiWh WUaQVfRUPiQg Whe RXWVide
ZRUld aV ZiWh PeWaPRUShRViQg eYeU\da\ life. The alieQaWiRQ Rf Whe
eYeU\da\ aV a UeVidXal deSRViW aQd a SURdXcW Rf all Whe SaUWial
alieQaWiRQV ZRXld diVaSSeaU. ThiV SUedicWiRQ haV QRW beeQ bRUQe RXW.
HRZeYeU, fURP Whe hiVWRUical PRPeQW ZheQ gURZWh aQd
accXPXlaWiRQ (Whe leYel Rf Whe SURdXcWiYe fRUceV) Pade ZhaW MaU[
SUedicWed possible, WheUe ZaV a TXaliWaWiYe chaQge. ThiV ZaV Whe
PRPeQW Ze eQWeUed iQWR ¶PRdeUQiW\· aQd iQWR Whe SeUPaQeQW cUiViV
Rf PRdeUQiW\ Zhich iV QRZ SeUPeaWiQg eYeU\ VSheUe.

b) The VRcialiVP achieYed aV Whe UeVXlW Rf a SURleWaUiaQ UeYRlXWiRQ
iQ a SRRUl\ iQdXVWUiali]ed cRXQWU\ VeePV WR diʃeU VRPeZhaW fURP



Whe MaU[iVW SURgUaPPe (bXW leW XV be SUXdeQW aQd RSWiPiVWic: iW iV
diʃeUeQW XQWil fXUWheU QRWice). SRcialiVP aSSeaUV WR be a VRcial aQd
SRliWical PeaQV fRU acceleUaWiQg Whe SURceVV Rf accXPXlaWiRQ iQ
backZaUd aQd ¶XQdeUdeYelRSed· cRXQWUieV; iW cRUUeVSRQdV WR Whe
¶glRbali]aWiRQ· Rf Whe SURceVV, aQd QRW WR Whe eQd Rf iW. IW cRQViVWV QRW
Rf eQjR\PeQW Rf ZhaW haV beeQ accRPSliVhed, bXW Rf aQ
iQWeQViɹcaWiRQ Rf Whe accRPSliVhPeQW iWVelf. The deVWUXcWiYe
chaUacWeU Rf Whe SURceVV, Zhich deWeUPiQed EXURSeaQ hiVWRU\ fRU
ceQWXUieV, iV becRPiQg PRdiɹed; iQ ceUWaiQ aVSecWV iW iV becRPiQg
ZeakeU, aQd iQ RWheUV PRUe acceQWXaWed. IW iV UePaUkabl\ RbYiRXV
WhaW Whe SURceVV Rf accXPXlaWiRQ iV VSeediQg XS. The facWRUV Rf
VaWXUaWiRQ aQd UXSWXUe Zhich WhUeaWeQed iW fRU ceQWXUieV iQ EXURSe
haYe beeQ eliPiQaWed, bXW Whe ideRlRgical, cXlWXUal, SRliWical aQd
¶hXPaQ· cRQVeTXeQceV Rf WhiV acWiYiW\ eQWiUel\ deYRWed WR
accXPXlaWiRQ UePaiQ ZiWh XV iQ a SeUPaQeQW VWaWe Rf challeQge aQd
e[WUaRUdiQaU\ WeQViRQ. IW iV WR WhiV ZRUld-Zide ViWXaWiRQ, Zhich MaU[
did QRW SUedicW, WhaW Ze RZe Whe iQWeQViɹcaWiRQ Rf Rld fRUPV Rf
(ideRlRgical aQd SRliWical) alieQaWiRQ, aQd Whe iQYeQWiRQ Rf QeZ
fRUPV Rf alieQaWiRQ (WechQRlRgical alieQaWiRQ, aQd WRWal alieQaWiRQ Rf
Whe eYeU\da\).

c) The SURceVV Rf accXPXlaWiRQ aSSeaUV aV Whe ceQWUal a[iV RU
backbRQe Rf PRdeUQ hiVWRU\. IW iV iQ UelaWiRQ WR WhiV SURceVV WhaW
hiVWRUical ViWXaWiRQV aUe chaUacWeUi]ed aQd becRPe VSeciɹc. LeW XV
iQdicaWe VeYeUal Rf iWV W\SeV: ZheQ Whe SURceVV deYelRSV
VSRQWaQeRXVl\, aQWedaWiQg Whe fRUPaWiRQ Rf Whe VWaWe (e.g., EQglaQd,
Whe UQiWed SWaWeV, aQd FUaQce, iQ SaUW), ZheQ Whe VWaWe accRPSaQieV
aQd VWiPXlaWeV Whe SURceVV (e.g., FUaQce, iQ SaUW, GeUPaQ\, IWal\, aQd
TVaUiVW RXVVia), ZheQ Whe VWaWe RUgaQi]eV aQd acceleUaWeV Whe SURceVV
(e.g., Whe SRcialiVW VWaWeV), aQd ZheQ Whe VWaWe aQWedaWeV Whe SURceVV
Rf accXPXlaWiRQ (e.g., Whe XQdeUdeYelRSed cRXQWUieV Zhich haYe
UeceQWl\ ZRQ WheiU iQdeSeQdeQce). AV a cRQVeTXeQce WheUe aUe
UePaUkable hiVWRUical diʃeUeQceV iQ Whe URle WheVe VWaWeV Sla\, iQ
hRZ Whe\ aUe VWUXcWXUed aQd iQ Whe Za\ Whe\ fXQcWiRQ. ThiV dReV QRW
Wake RWheU cRQVideUaWiRQV iQWR accRXQW, VXch aV legal PRdaliWieV aQd
SURSeUW\ UelaWiRQV ZiWhiQ Whe VWaWe.



5 Generali]ation of the concept

ThiV iV QRW Whe Slace WR VWXd\ Whe SaWWeUQV (iQ CapiWal) Rf hRZ
UeSURdXcWiRQ RQ aQ e[WeQded Vcale fXQcWiRQed, RU WR giYe a clRVe
aQal\ViV Rf Whe hiVWRUiciW\ aQd diYeUViW\ Rf Whe hiVWRUical ViWXaWiRQV
dXUiQg WhiV SURceVV, RU WR deVcUibe Whe chaQgiQg hiVWRUical cRQdiWiRQV
Rf accXPXlaWiRQ. We kQRZ WhaW MaU[ did QRW SUeVeQW WheVe
cRQdiWiRQV iQ WheiU WRWaliW\ aQd diYeUViW\. He UeVWUicWed hiPVelf WR
EQglaQd aQd EQgliVh caSiWaliVP (aV a W\Se RU aQ e[WUePe caVe: a
VSRQWaQeRXV SURceVV Zhich aQWedaWed Whe fRUPaWiRQ Rf Whe VWaWe aQd
VXbVeTXeQWl\ PiQiPi]ed iWV URle). ThiV iQiWial gaS haV QeYeU beeQ
adeTXaWel\ ɹlled, aQd haV led WR VRPe VeUiRXV PiVXQdeUVWaQdiQgV.
SRPe SeRSle iQ Whe MaU[iVW PRYePeQW haYe beeQ WRR e[clXViYe iQ
aWWUibXWiQg Whe ViPSle UeTXiUePeQWV Rf iQdXVWUiali]aWiRQ WR Whe
feURciW\ Rf Whe bRXUgeRiVie. We QRZ kQRZ WhaW QR QaWiRQ aQd QR
cRXQWU\ caQ eVcaSe WheVe WRUPeQWV, alWhRXgh Whe PRdaliWieV aQd Whe
QaWXUe Rf Whe deYaVWaWiRQ Pa\ diʃeU.

We Zill UeVWUicW RXUVelYeV WR a feZ cRPPeQWV Zhich Zill allRZ XV
WR SUeVeQW Whe cRQceSW Rf accXPXlaWiYe SURceVV (RU gURZWh b\
accXPXlaWiRQ) RQ iWV PRVW e[WeQded Vcale. AV VRRQ aV Whe ecRQRPic
hiVWRUiaQ e[aPiQeV Whe cRQdiWiRQV Rf SUiPiWiYe accXPXlaWiRQ iQ
WeVWeUQ EXURSe, he Zill RbVeUYe WhaW WheUe ZaV aQ iQcUeaVe iQ
diVcRYeUieV aQd WechQical SURgUeVV dXUiQg Whe Middle AgeV. ThiV ZaV
SRiQWed RXW b\ MaU[, ZhR did QRW VhaUe Whe RSiQiRQ Rf eYRlXWiRQiVW
aQd libeUal hiVWRUiaQV abRXW Whe ¶DaUk AgeV·. SXbVeTXeQWl\ Whe ZRUk
Rf WechQRlRgiVWV aQd hiVWRUiaQV haV e[WeQded RXU kQRZledge RQ WhiV
VXbjecW. WheQ Ze e[aPiQe WhiV eaUl\ ¶caSiWali]aWiRQ· Rf WechQiTXeV,
Ze diVcRYeU Whe cRPSle[iW\ Rf Whe hiVWRUical cRQdiWiRQV: Whe UeQeZal
Rf XUbaQ life, Whe UecRYeU\ iQ cRPPeUcial e[chaQgeV, Whe UediVcRYeU\
Rf GUeek VcieQce. The UecRYeU\ Rf cRPPeUcial e[chaQgeV ZaV Whe
UeVXlW Rf iPSURYePeQWV iQ agUicXlWXUal WechQiTXeV aWWUibXWable WR Whe
aUUiYal fURP Whe EaVW Rf SeRSleV ZhR had hiWheUWR beeQ QRPadic
(SURgUeVV iQ Whe XVe Rf hRUVeV, haUQeVVeV, SlRXghV, cURS URWaWiRQ,
eWc.). TechQical SURgUeVV iQ Whe Middle AgeV ZaV dXe WR Whe fXViRQ Rf
VeYeUal cRQWUibXWiRQV, aV PXch aV iW ZaV WR aQ\ VSecial iQYeQWiYe



caSabiliW\. WhaW did WheVe cRQWUibXWiRQV haYe iQ cRPPRQ? HRZ caQ
Ze e[SlaiQ Whe UeQeZal Rf WhiV iQYeQWiYe caSabiliW\? IW ZaV a
PRPeQW ZheQ WhRXghW ZaV UediVcRYeUiQg Whe abiliW\ WR be
cRQceSWXal aQd abVWUacW. NRZ RQl\ lRgic caQ deWeUPiQe a ¶leYel· Rf
e[SeUieQce aQd Rf UeɻecWiYe WhRXghW Zhich Zill eQable cRQceSWV,
abVWUacW (PaWhePaWical, Sh\Vical aQd biRlRgical) kQRZledge aQd
WechQiTXeV WR be accXPXlaWed eʃecWiYel\ aQd WUaQVPiWWed PRUe
VkilfXll\ WhaQ ZiWh XViQg e[aPSleV RU da\-WR-da\ diVcRXUVe. OQl\
lRgic deɹQeV a cRheUeQce RQ a leYel Zhich iV abRYe aQd be\RQd
QaWXUe, ePSiUiciVP aQd VSRQWaQeRXV VRciabiliW\. UViQg Whe
UediVcRYeU\ Rf GUeek cXlWXUe, aQd RQ aQ aQalRgRXV ecRQRPic baVe
(cRPPRdiW\ SURdXcWiRQ, XUbaQ life, iQcUeaVed cRPPXQicaWiRQV aQd
e[chaQgeV), bXW ZiWhRXW aQ XQPediaWed RU PechaQical liQk beWZeeQ
WhiV ¶baVe· aQd Whe acTXiViWiRQV iW faciliWaWed, Whe Middle AgeV ZeUe
able WR UedeɹQe Whe form Zhich Whe SURceVV Rf accXPXlaWiRQ ZRXld
Wake. TheQ, afWeU haYiQg beeQ iQWeUUXSWed aQd VlRZed dRZQ fRU
PaQ\ ceQWXUieV, Whe SURceVV gaiQed iPSeWXV, SURdXciQg a YeUiWable
diVcRQWiQXiW\ iQ Whe Vi[WeeQWh ceQWXU\ (Zhich iV iQaccXUaWel\ called
Whe ReQaiVVaQce).

AQd VR RXU idea Rf Whe SURceVV Rf accXPXlaWiRQ iV QRZ PXch
bURadeU. KQRZledge iV aQ accXPXlaWiYe SURceVV, aQd VR iV
WechQRlRg\. TakeQ WRgeWheU Whe\ SUeVXSSRVe Whe elabRUaWiRQ Rf a
fRUP aQd aUe SaUW Rf Whe cRQdiWiRQV Rf a VSeciɹc SURceVV: Whe
accXPXlaWiRQ Rf caSiWal, i.e., Rf Whe PeaQV Rf SURdXcWiRQ, Zhich
begiQV deeS ZiWhiQ Whe caSiWaliVW PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ. AW ɹUVW Ze
VaZ Whe SURceVV Rf accXPXlaWiRQ aV VRPeWhiQg XQifRUP, bXW QRZ Ze
aUe begiQQiQg WR Vee WhaW iW iV cRPSRVed Rf VeYeUal UelaWed SURceVVeV.
IW iV a Vheaf, a faVceV. OQce Ze haYe diVWiQgXiVhed beWZeeQ WheP, iWV
cRPSRQeQWV WhePVelYeV aSSeaU WR be accXPXlaWiYe SURceVVeV.
RaWionaliW\, for e[ample, has an accXmXlaWiYe characWer. APRQg WheVe
acWiYiWieV, Zhich aUe SaUWial SURceVVeV ZiWhiQ a cRPSUeheQViYe
SURceVV, Ze Pa\ iQclXde kQRZledge, WechQRlRg\, SURdXcWiRQ aQd
SURdXcWiYiW\, i.e., ecRQRPicV, cXlWXUe iQ Whe acceSWed VeQVe Rf Whe
ZRUd (liQked WR UaWiRQaliW\ aQd kQRZledge) aQd Pa\be SRliWical
acWiRQ, iQ VR faU aV iW RSeUaWeV fURP eVWabliVhed legal aQd
bXUeaXcUaWic VXSeUVWUXcWXUeV, Zhich alVR ¶VQRZball·.



EYeU\ SURceVV Rf accXPXlaWiRQ caQ be UeSUeVeQWed VchePaWicall\
b\ aQ e[SRQeQWial cXUYe (a[ RU e[, aW Whe faVWeVW gURZWh: heUe WhiV iV a
WePSRUal fXQcWiRQ, aW RU eW). ThiV e[SRQeQWial gURZWh caQ RQl\ be a
Wendenc\, RU UaWheU iW iV geQeUall\ RQl\ a WeQdeQc\. WheQ Rf QeceVViW\
Whe SURceVV iQYRlYeV facWRUV Zhich VlRZ iW dRZQ (PRUe RU leVV deeS
aQd laVWiQg VaWXUaWiRQ), Whe e[SRQeQWial cXUYe WakeV RQ a PXch PRUe
cRPSlicaWed fRUP, called a ¶lRgiVWic· cXUYe.5 IQ SRiQW Rf facW, Ze
kQRZ WhaW hiVWRUical eYeQWV aQd cRQjXQcWXUeV caQ iQWeUUXSW RU bUeak
aQ\ SURceVV Rf aQ accXPXlaWiYe kiQd.

We caQ XVe WhiV RbVeUYaWiRQ WR dUaZ XS a VchePaWic Rf hiVWRU\
RYeU Whe laVW ɹYe ceQWXUieV RU VR. IW iV dRXbl\ deWeUPiQed b\ Whe
ecRQRPic SURceVV Rf accXPXlaWiRQ, Zhich iV iWV a[iV, aQd Whe
cRQjXQcWXUeV aQd eYeQWV Zhich SURSel, VlRZ dRZQ RU iQWeUUXSW iW.
The SURceVV cRQVWiWXWeV Whe deWeUPiQaWiRQ Rf a hiVWRUical QeceVViW\;
Whe hiVWRUical ViWXaWiRQV Zhich aSSeaU aURXQd WhiV ceQWUal a[iV
iQWURdXce chaQce, cRQWiQgeQc\ aQd iQiWiaWiYeV b\ iQdiYidXalV aQd
gURXSV.

We cRXld eYeQ XVe iW WR e[WUaSRlaWe a geQeUal SeUiRdi]aWiRQ Rf
hiVWRU\ Zhich ZRXld UedeɹQe WheiU Slace aQd WheiU URle iQ SRliWical
ecRQRP\, VRciRlRg\ aQd hiVWRU\, aV fRllRZV:

FirsW period: non-accXmXlaWiYe socieWies. PUedRPiQaQce Rf
agUicXlWXUal SURdXcWiRQ, lRcali]ed cUafWV. BaUWeU RU cRPPeUce ¶iQ Whe
SRUeV· Rf WhiV VRcieW\. CRPSleWe RU alPRVW e[ceVV cRQVXPSWiRQ Rf
SURdXcWiRQ iQ WeUPV Rf iPPediaWe QeedV. SlRZ RU ]eUR dePRgUaShic
gURZWh, iQWeUUXSWed b\ UegUeVViRQV (SlagXeV, faPiQeV, ZaUV).
TUaQVfRUPaWiRQV b\ Whe gRYeUQiQg gURXSV Rf liYiQg ZealWh
(abVWUacWl\ caSable Rf beiQg iQYeVWed) iQWR dead ZealWh: WUeaVXUe,
PRQXPeQWV, ZRUkV Rf aUW. KQRZledge Rf a fUeTXeQWl\ UePaUkable
kiQd, bXW QRW accXPXlaWed (Whe SUeVeUYe Rf gURXSV Rf iQiWiaWeV, aQd
diVaSSeaUiQg alPRVW cRPSleWel\ ZheQeYeU Whe gURXSV WhePVelYeV
diVaSSeaUed). High VWaQdaUd Rf aUW. AXWheQWic lifeVW\leV. MaUked
cRQWUaVWV beWZeeQ VSleQdRXU aQd bUXWaliW\. PUedRPiQaQce Rf c\clic
fRUPV Rf VRcial SURceVVeV aQd WiPe VcaleV. PUedRPiQaQce Rf cXVWRP,
Zhich held Whe cRPPXQiW\ WRgeWheU.

Second period: AccXmXlaWiYe socieWies (RU WR be PRUe SReWic:
PURPeWheaQ VRcieWieV). IQiWiall\ SRRUl\ deɹQed aSSeaUaQce Rf Whe



SURceVV Rf accXPXlaWiRQ (iWV YaUiRXV cRQdiWiRQV cRPe iQWR beiQg
iQdeSeQdeQWl\). TUaQViWiRQV. SileQW, biWWeU VWUXggle beWZeeQ WhiV
SURceVV (aQd Whe PeQ dUiYiQg iW fRUZaUd) aQd Whe gUaQdiRVe,
YeQeUable aQd YXlQeUable ZRUld Rf Whe SaVW. IdeRlRgical delXViRQV
iQWURdXced b\ WhiV VWUXggle (Whe ¶ReQaiVVaQce·). UQleaVhiQg Rf Whe
SURceVV iQ aQ iQcUeaViQgl\ YiRleQW Za\. ReYRlXWiRQaU\ VXUgeV. WRUld-
Zide e[WeQViRQ. SXbVWiWXWiRQ Rf c\clic WiPe ZiWh liQeaU WiPe.
IQdXVWUial SURdXcWiRQ WakiQg RYeU fURP agUicXlWXUe. PUedRPiQaQce Rf
laZ UaWheU WhaQ cXVWRP. SRciali]aWiRQ Rf VRcieW\.

A Whird period Zhich ZRXld begiQ ZiWh Whe WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ Rf
eYeU\da\ life (fRllRZiQg a delibeUaWe aQd cRQVciRXV SRlic\) afWeU a
lRQg aQd diɽcXlW WUaQViWiRQ. DR Ze Qeed WR add WhaW ¶PRdeUQiW\·
UeSUeVeQWV WhiV WUaQViWiRQ SUeciVel\, aQd WhaW Ze aUe SaUW Rf iW¬«?

The WeUP Ze haYe jXVW XVed, i.e., Whe ¶sociali]aWion of socieW\·,
UeTXiUeV aQ e[SlaQaWiRQ. IQ Whe SaWWeUQ Ze haYe SUeVeQWed, Whe
ecRQRPic aQd Whe hiVWRUical VSheUeV PaWch each RWheU UelaWiYel\
eaVil\. WiWh Whe SURceVV Rf accXPXlaWiRQ, hiVWRU\ dReV QRW ViPSl\
chaQge diUecWiRQ. WheQ iW lRVeV iWV c\clic chaUacWeU, iW WakeV RQ a
QeZ VeQVe, diUecWiRQ aQd PeaQiQg. ThiV iV QRW WR Va\ WhaW iW lRVeV iWV
YiRleQW aQd blRRd\ chaUacWeU, bXW UaWheU WhaW VRPeWhiQg QeZ
aSSeaUV. The ecRQRPic VSheUe SeU Ve becRPeV Whe ¶baVe· aQd Whe
¶a[iV· Rf VRcieW\ aQd Rf iWV hiVWRU\. WhaW iV PRUe, Whe cRQVWiWXWiYe
liQkV Rf Whe Rld VRcieW\ ² liQkV Rf cRQVaQgXiQiW\, liQkV ZiWh Whe eaUWh
² becRPe blXUUed RU diVaSSeaU ZiWhiQ a YaVWeU VRcieW\. The SURceVV
Rf accXPXlaWiRQ VhaWWeUV aQd VXbRUdiQaWeV ZhaWeYeU UeViVWV iW: Whe
liPiWV Rf gURXSiQgV, XQPediaWed UelaWiRQV, SUe-e[iVWiQg VRcial
VWUXcWXUeV. IW dReV QRW eQWiUel\ VXSSUeVV WheP, ViQce Whe faPil\
SeUViVWV, aQd ZiWhiQ Whe SURceVV QaWiRQhRRd cRPeV iQWR beiQg. B\
VXbPiWWiQg WR Whe SURceVV Rf accXPXlaWiRQ, gURXSV RUigiQall\ fRUPed
b\ cRQVaQgXiQiW\ aQd WeUUiWRU\ becRPe iWV PeaQV, iWV iPSlePeQWV
aQd iWV cRQWe[W.

SRcieW\ aV a ZhRle cRQWiQXeV WR cRQVRlidaWe aQd WR fRUP iWVelf iQWR
a VRlid WRWaliW\ (RU WUieV WR). AV a WRWaliW\, iWV iQɻXeQce RQ iWV
elePeQWV aQd PePbeUV becRPeV iQcUeaViQgl\ SURfRXQd: WhURXgh Whe
SRlicieV aQd eʃecWiYeQeVV Rf VWaWe iQVWiWXWiRQV, WhURXgh cXlWXUe,
WhURXgh ideRlRg\. IQ WhiV Za\ iW VXbPiWV WheP WR Whe UeTXiUePeQWV Rf



accXPXlaWiRQ (acWed RXW, Rf cRXUVe, accRUdiQg WR Whe aiPV, iQWeUeVWV
aQd SeUVSecWiYeV Rf Whe dRPiQaQW claVV). BXW aW Whe same Wime Ze
ZiWQeVV Whe aSSeaUaQce aQd cRQVRlidaWiRQ Rf Whe iQdiYidXal aQd Rf
SUiYaWe life, aQd Rf iQdiYidXaliVP aV ideRlRg\. DXUiQg Whe ɹUVW
hiVWRUical SeUiRd, Whe iQdiYidXal (iQ VR faU aV Ze caQ Walk Rf
iQdiYidXaliW\) ZaV alZa\V WakeQ caUe Rf b\ a cRPPXQiW\. IW
SURWecWed hiP, bXW alVR iW did QRW heViWaWe WR VacUiɹce hiP UXWhleVVl\.
TheQ, dXUiQg Whe SeUiRd Rf accXPXlaWiRQ, Whe iQdiYidXal acTXiUeV a
ceUWaiQ SUacWical aQd WheRUeWical aXWRQRP\. He e[iVWV. BXW WheQ
VRcieW\ abaQdRQV hiP. EiWheU he SaUWiciSaWeV iQ accXPXlaWiRQ, RU he
iV RQ hiV RZQ. He iV RQ hiV RZQ iQ VR faU aV he e[iVWV aV a ¶SUiYaWe·
SeUVRQ. SRciall\ aQd legall\, he haV UighWV accRUdiQg WR Whe laZ, aQd
ɹUVW aQd fRUePRVW Whe eVVeQWial UighW WR RZQ SURSeUW\. ThiV leadV WR a
fXQdaPeQWal cRQɻicW beWZeeQ cRQcUeWe UealiW\ aQd (legal aQd
SRliWical) ɹcWiRQV, beWZeeQ WheRU\ aQd SUacWice, beWZeeQ liYiQg aQd
Whe laZ, beWZeeQ Whe hiddeQ WUXWh aQd Whe VRcial aSSeaUaQce RQ
diVSla\ (UeSUeVeQWed). Oɽciall\, VRcieW\ UeVSecWV Whe iQdiYidXal (a
UeVSecW Zhich ¶UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV· VaQcWif\), bXW iW iV jXVW aV Uead\ aV iW
ZaV iQ Whe SaVW WR WXUQ agaiQVW hiP. OQ Whe leYel Rf (QaWiRQal)
VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle, Whe SRZeU Rf Whe VWaWe haV all Whe QeceVVaU\
PeaQV aW iWV diVSRVal. IQ SUiQciSle, iQ ciYili]ed VRcieW\, Whe VRcieW\ Rf
Whe SURceVV Rf accXPXlaWiRQ, WheUe iV QR PRUe WRUWXUe aQd WheUe aUe
QR PRUe PaVVacUeV. Each iQdiYidXal caQ cRQWUibXWe WR accXPXlaWiRQ
(Rf kQRZledge, Rf iPSlePeQWV, Rf VRcial caSiWal, eWc.). AQd \eW ¶QeedV
PXVW·, aQd Whe UeTXiUePeQWV Rf accXPXlaWiRQ RXWZeigh all elVe.

ThiV cRlRVVal aQd cRlRVVall\ cRQWUadicWRU\ SURceVV haV a WhiUd
aVSecW: iW diʃeUeQWiaWeV beWZeeQ gURXSV aQd VegUegaWeV WheP. FURP
Whe VeYeQWeeQWh aQd eighWeeQWh ceQWXUieV RQZaUdV, acURVV VRcieW\ aV
a ZhRle, Ze Vee Whe ePeUgeQce Rf VXb-gURXSV Zhich hiWheUWR had
beeQ ill deɹQed aQd PeUged iQ ZhaW VXbViVWed Rf Whe Rld
cRPPXQiW\: childUeQ, \RXQg SeRSle, ZRPeQ, iQWellecWXalV, eWc.
HeQcefRUWh WheVe laUge gURXSV aUe VeeQ aV haYiQg WheiU
SaUWicXlaUiWieV, aVSiUaWiRQV aQd claiPV. DiʃeUeQceV VXch aV WheVe
SUecede, aQQRXQce aQd accRPSaQ\ Whe gUeaW SRlaUi]aWiRQ iQWR
claVVeV: bRXUgeRiVie, SURleWaUiaW, Piddle claVVeV. The\ Pake
SheQRPeQa PRUe cRPSlicaWed aQd aUe SaUW Rf Whe ¶VRciali]aWiRQ Rf



VRcieW\·, ZiWh all iWV YaUiRXV aVSecWV. The PRUe eʃecWiYe
accXPXlaWiYe VRcieW\ becRPeV aV aQ iQWegUaWiQg fRUce, Whe PRUe iW
lRVeV cRQWURl RYeU iWV RZQ elePeQWV. ThiV VRcieW\ keeSV iWV RZQ iQQeU
cRQWUadicWiRQV aliYe aQd, VXUSUiViQgl\, iW VegUegaWeV aV PXch aV iW
XQiɹeV aQd iQdiYidXali]eV. IW ePShaVi]eV Whe SaUWicXlaUiWieV Rf WheVe
gURXSV, aQd acWV aV PediaWRU beWZeeQ Whe WZR aVSecWV Rf ViQgXlaUiW\
(Whe iQdiYidXal) aQd geQeUaliW\ (XQiW\ aQd WRWaliW\ RQ Whe Vcale Rf
VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle). SRcial VegUegaWiRQ iV baVed RQ Whe diYiViRQ Rf
labRXU, bXW caQ be UedXced WR iW, ViQce iW iPSlieV Whe iQWeUYeQWiRQ Rf
aQal\Wic iQWelligeQce, Zhich VhaWWeUV, VeSaUaWeV aQd dichRWRPi]eV. IW
iV alVR QRW Whe VaPe aV UeaVRQ, Zhich iV a fXQcWiRQ Rf accXPXlaWiRQ,
bXW UeaVRQ PakeV XVe Rf iW. AQal\Wic iQWelligeQce SURbabl\ Ueached
iWV cUiViV ZiWh Whe adYeQW Rf Whe bRXUgeRiVie aQd Rf UaWiRQaliVW
ideRlRg\, bXW iW ZaV QRW VRlel\ WheiU SUeVeUYe, ViQce RQ Whe
WheRUeWical aQd ideRlRgical leYel iW iV aQ elePeQW Rf all accXPXlaWiRQ
aQd Rf Whe diYiViRQ Rf labRXU. AQal\Wic iQWelligeQce aSSlied iWVelf
acWiYel\ aQd eʃecWiYel\, aQd Whe SUeVeQW-da\ VRcial aQd hXPaQ
¶ZRUld· iV WR a laUge e[WeQW iWV haQdiZRUk. FURP WheQ RQ aQal\ViV
VSliW XS eYeU\WhiQg Zhich cRXld be VSliW, XQWil iW alPRVW UXiQed aQd
(aSSaUeQWl\) aWRPi]ed Whe VRcial WRWaliW\. IQ RXU SUeVeQW-da\ VRcieW\,
eYeU\WhiQg Zhich cRXld be VeW aSaUW, VeSaUaWed aQd ¶aXWRQRPi]ed·
haV beeQ dRQe VR: aVSecWV Rf labRXU, VRcial fXQcWiRQV, VSeciali]ed
acWiYiWieV, WechQRlRg\, Whe aUWV, Whe VcieQceV, age gURXSV, Whe Ve[eV,
claVVeV, caWegRUieV Rf XUbaQ iQhabiWaQWV, aQd of coXrse, eYer\da\ life
in relaWion Wo ZhaWeYer is noW eYer\da\ life. SR Whe ¶VRciali]aWiRQ Rf
VRcieW\· cRQcealV a dialecWical PRYePeQW: WRWaliW\, RU PRUe e[acWl\,
WRWali]aWiRQ, iQdiYidXali]aWiRQ (RU ¶SeUVRQali]aWiRQ· Zhich had iWV
abRUWiYe begiQQiQgV ZiWh iQdiYidXaliVP), aQd SaUWicXlaUi]aWiRQ,
Zhich becRPeV VegUegaWiRQ aW Whe haQdV Rf aQ e[WUePel\ eʃecWiYe
fXQcWiRQal aQal\ViV Rf gURXSiQgV aQd acWiYiWieV. ThiV WhUee-fRld
PRYePeQW eQcRPSaVVeV a PXlWiWXde Rf cRQWUadicWiRQV. IW WakeV VhaSe
aQd ePeUgeV ZiWh Whe SURceVV Rf ecRQRPic gURZWh Zhich
¶cRQdiWiRQV· iW (Zhich PakeV iW SRVVible). OQ RQe haQd iW deSeQdV
XSRQ accXPXlaWiRQ, aQd RQ Whe RWheU RQ UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV,
VXSeUVWUXcWXUeV, aQd a VRciall\ aQd SUacWicall\ jXVWiɹed fXQcWiRQ:
aQal\Wic iQWelligeQce.6 WhaW Ze haYe Vaid VR faU RQl\ begiQV WR



e[SlaiQ aQd e[SlRUe Whe cRQVeTXeQceV aQd iPSlicaWiRQV Rf Whe
cRQceSW Rf Whe SURceVV Rf accXPXlaWiRQ. We Zill QRZ dUaZ a liQe
XQdeU iW, RU RWheUZiVe iW Zill deɻecW XV fURP Whe WaVk iQ haQd. BXW
Ze cRXld Wake iW fXUWheU. FRU e[aPSle Ze cRXld aVk RXUVelYeV
ZheWheU Whe SURceVV Rf accXPXlaWiRQ (ZiWh all iWV elePeQWV, Zhich
aUe WhePVelYeV SaUWial SURceVVeV) bXUVWV fRUWh iQWR Whe ¶ZRUld· aQd
QaWXUe like VRPe VRUW Rf hXPaQ PiUacle ² a PiUacle ladeQ ZiWh hRSeV
aQd feaUV. CRXld iW be bRUQ Rf a chaQce eQcRXQWeU beWZeeQ elePeQWV
aQd facWRUV Zhich aUe PXWXall\ e[clXViYe aQd ZiWh QR cRQQecWiRQ
RWheU WhaQ WhiV cRQjecWXUal cRQYeUgeQce, aW a giYeQ PRPeQW iQ
hiVWRU\? OU cRXld iW be Whe cRQWiQXaWiRQ Rf a deeSeU QeceVViW\?

We Pa\ VXSSRVe WhaW, biRlRgicall\ aQd Sh\ViRlRgicall\, life
cRQWaiQV a Wendenc\ WRZaUdV beiQg accXPXlaWiYe Zhich iV
iPPediaWel\ VlRZed aQd iQhibiWed b\ RSSRViQg facWRUV, VXch aV
VaWXUaWiRQV RU RbVWacleV. The gURZWh Rf aQiPal life iV a SUiPe
e[aPSle Rf WhiV. EYeU\ VSecieV ZRXld ɻRXUiVh iQdeɹQiWel\ if WhiV
e[SaQViRQ did QRW cRQWaiQ iWV RZQ liPiWV (iWV QegaWiRQ) ZiWhiQ iWVelf.
IQ SRiQW Rf facW, eYeU\ VSecieV iV SUe\ WR RWheU VSecieV. WhaW iV PRUe,
aV iW gURZV, eYeU\ VSecieV PRdiɹeV iWV RZQ eQYiURQPeQW aQd
deVWUR\V Whe VSecieV iW iQ WXUQ SUe\V XSRQ.7

AV WhiV SURceVV deYelRSV, Whe hXPaQ bUaiQ (RU UaWheU Whe cRUWe[)
alVR VeePV WR be aQ RUgaQ caSable Rf ¶caSiWali]iQg· e[SeUieQceV. IW
SeUSeWXaWeV aQd heighWeQV Whe abiliW\ WR Zhich liYiQg ¶VXbVWaQce·
RZeV bRWh iWV VWUeQgWh aQd iWV YXlQeUabiliW\: Whe abiliW\ WR UeWaiQ
WUaceV Rf Whe SaVW Zhile VWUXggliQg WR PaiQWaiQ iWVelf ZiWhiQ iWV
eQYiURQPeQW aW Whe heaUW Rf Whe SUeVeQW PRPeQW. The ZRUk Rf Whe
PaYlRYiaQ VchRRl helSV XV WR VWXd\ Whe accXPXlaWiYe fXQcWiRQ Rf Whe
bUaiQ aQd alVR WR XQdeUVWaQd ZhaW hiQdeUV iW. MeQ fRUgeW aV PXch aV
Whe\ UePePbeU. The fXQcWiRQiQg Rf Whe cRUWe[ SURdXceV iQWeUQal
iQhibiWiRQV aQd deceleUaWiRQV. The cRUWe[ iV TXickl\ ¶VaWXUaWed·;
ePRWiRQV diVWXUb iWV accXPXlaWiYe bXW iQcRPSleWe fXQcWiRQiQg. Self-
UegXlaWiRQV aUe QeYeU SeUfecW aQd QeYeU allRZ fRU Whe cRPSleWe
¶caSiWali]aWiRQ· Rf ZhaW haV beeQ acTXiUed. The VaPe Pa\ be Vaid Rf
VR-called SV\chRlRgical fXQcWiRQV: PePRU\ SeU Ve, SeUceSWiRQ,
iQWelligeQce.



AQd VR iW iV aV WhRXgh a deeSl\ URRWed WeQdeQc\ ZiWhiQ Whe SURceVV
Rf accXPXlaWiRQ, Zhich iQ QaWXUe iV fUXVWUaWed b\ aQWagRQiVWic
¶facWRUV·, ZeUe ePeUgiQg iQ PaQ, iQ VRcieW\, iQ hiVWRU\ aQd iQ
ecRQRP\. ShRXld Ze belieYe WhaW iQ QaWXUe, c\clic Uh\WhPV RUigiQaWe
iQ aQ ePbU\RQic accXPXlaWiYe SURceVV Zhich UeWXUQV WR iWV SRiQW Rf
deSaUWXUe? ShRXld Ze gR UighW back WR Whe Sh\Vical SURceVVeV Whe
gURZWh Rf Zhich iV e[SUeVVible b\ geRPeWUic SURgUeVViRQV aQd
lRgaUiWhPV? SXch h\SRWheVeV gR faU be\RQd RXU aiPV aQd RXU
cRPSeWeQce.

6 Non-accumulative processes

The geQeUali]aWiRQ Ze haYe jXVW Pade Rf Whe cRQceSW Rf Whe
accXPXlaWiYe SURceVV leadV XV WR acceSW Whe e[iVWeQce Rf QRQ-
accXPXlaWiYe SURceVVeV (QRW fRU Whe ɹUVW WiPe, bXW iQ a cleaUeU lighW).
The\ e[iVW, aV caXVeV, eʃecWV, fRXQdaWiRQV RU UeVXlWV.

TakeQ aV a ZhRle (Whe cRUWe[, VXbcRUWical fRUPaWiRQV, Whe
QeXURYegeWaWiYe V\VWeP), Whe hXPaQ bUaiQ dReV QRW VeeP WR fXQcWiRQ
XQilaWeUall\, aV RQe blRck. IW cRPSUiVeV leYelV, diʃeUeQceV iQ leYel,
iPbalaQceV aQd cRQɻicWV. AQd PXch PRUe WhaQ WhiV, SaWhRlRg\
VeePV iQheUeQW WR hXPaQ SeUfecWibiliW\, i.e., WR iWV iPSeUfecWiRQV.
GaSV, PePRU\ laSVeV aQd PiVWakeV aUe SaUW Rf hRZ iW fXQcWiRQV. MeQ
caQ Pake PiVWakeV ZiWhRXW gRiQg Rʃ WUack, aQd caQ WheQ cRUUecW
WheP. The\ caQ gR aVWUa\, geW lRVW, aQd WheQ ɹQd WhePVelYeV agaiQ.
The\ caQ becRPe alieQaWed, aQd WheQ diValieQaWed. IQ Whe fXWXUe
WheUe Pa\ be highl\ adYaQced PachiQeV Zhich Zill dXSlicaWe
lRgical, diVcXUViYe aQd UeɻecWiYe WhRXghW. The\ Pa\ eYeQ VXUSaVV iW
iQ bUeadWh aQd SUeciViRQ. DRXbWleVV Whe\ Zill QeYeU haYe Whe SRZeU
WR fRUgeW. FRUgeWWiQg iV beQeɹcial, iQ WhaW iW allRZV XV WR VWaUW agaiQ,
bXW iW iV alVR haUPfXl, iQ WhaW iW iQYRlYeV PechaQical UeSeWiWiRQV aQd
gaSV iQ accXPXlaWed e[SeUieQce. Will WheVe PachiQeV dXSlicaWe
aʃecWiYiW\ aQd iWV diVWXUbaQceV, SaVViRQ, laXghWeU, bRUedRP, feaU Rf
d\iQg, alieQaWiRQ aQd diValieQaWiRQ? ThiV iV dRXbWfXl, XQleVV Ze
agUee ZiWh Whe PeWaSh\VicV Rf VcieQce ɹcWiRQ, Zhich e[SlRUeV ZhaW
iV SRVVible b\ XViQg P\WhV fURP Whe SaVW.



SXUel\ Ze PXVW Vee accXmXlaWiYe fXQcWiRQV iQ Whe acWiYiWieV Rf Whe
bUaiQ (diVjXQcWiRQV Zhich ZRUk RQ diVWiQcWiRQV aQd diʃeUeQceV, aQd
¶caSiWali]e· WheP), aV Zell aV non-accXmXlaWiYe RQeV. ThiV idea cRXld
lead XV WR UecRQVideU PaYlRYiaQ UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV, Zhich liQk a
QXPbeU Rf facWV WRgeWheU, bXW WheQ WUaQVfRUP WheP iQWR a V\VWeP b\
a Za\ Rf WhiQkiQg Zhich igQRUeV dialecWical PeWhRd.8 ThiV
h\SRWheViV leadV XV WR VcUXWiQi]e QeUYRXV acWiYiW\ fRU leYelV,
iPbalaQceV, diʃeUeQceV aQd cRQɻicWV, Zhile QRW bUeakiQg iWV
iQcRQWeVWable XQiW\.

LeW XV QRZ PRYe fURP Whe biRlRgical aQd Sh\ViRlRgical leYel WR
Whe SV\chRlRgical leYel iQ Whe WRWal ɹeld Ze aUe h\SRWheWicall\
e[SlRUiQg. TheUe iV QR jXVWiɹcaWiRQ fRU UejecWiQg Whe WheViV (Zhich
ZaV URbXVWl\ PaiQWaiQed b\ MaU[ aQd EQgelV) Rf a PRdiɹcaWiRQ Rf
hXPaQ (VeQVRU\, SeUceSWiYe, acWiYe) RUgaQV dXUiQg Whe cRXUVe Rf
hiVWRU\ aQd Rf Whe edXcaWiRQ Rf iQdiYidXalV. SXUel\ iW iV iPSRVVible
WhaW labRXU VhRXld QRW haYe PRdiɹed Whe e\eV, Whe eaUV, Whe haQdV
aQd Whe fRUPV Rf VeQVRU\ SeUceSWiRQ, all Rf Zhich haYe WheiU RUigiQV
iQ QaWXUe. HRZeYeU, WR ZhaW e[WeQW haV iW PRdiɹed WheP? All Ze
Qeed iV WR lRRk aW Whe LaVcaX[ aQd AlWaPiUa fUeVcRV WR Ueali]e Whe
QaiYeW\ Rf Whe eYRlXWiRQiVP Zhich WUieV WR aVViPilaWe Whe
deYelRSPeQW Rf Whe bRd\ aQd iWV RUgaQV Yia labRXU ZiWh
WUaQVfRUPaWiRQV Rf cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd UeɻecWiYe WhRXghW Yia
abVWUacWiRQ aQd cRQceSWXali]aWiRQ. TheVe age-Rld ZRUkV Rf aUW UeYeal
a VeQVRU\ acXWeQeVV, a SeUceSWiYe YiYaciW\ aQd a cUeaWiYe SRZeU Rf
acWiRQ aQd geVWXUe Zhich WZeQWieWh-ceQWXU\ PaQ ɹQdV aVWRQiVhiQg;
he iV aPa]ed, aQd ZRQdeUV if PicaVVR·V gUeaWQeVV iV QRW dXe WR hiV
haYiQg UediVcRYeUed VRPeWhiQg Rf Whe fUeVhQeVV Rf RXU RUigiQV
WhURXgh Whe ZRUld Rf abVWUacWiRQ. CRXld Ze gR VR faU aV WR PaiQWaiQ
WhaW Whe aSSURSUiaWiRQ Rf e[WeUQal QaWXUe b\ Whe VeQVeV aQd Whe bRd\
iV PRUe acWiYe aW Whe begiQQiQg Rf VRcial aQd iQdiYidXal life, ZiWh
SUiPiWiYe hXQWeUV, aQd ZiWh childUeQ? We ceUWaiQl\ caQ. WhaW dReV
labRXU bUiQg WR WhiV iQiWial la\eU Rf SeUceSWiRQV? A gUeaW deal; ɹUVW Rf
all, abVWUacWiRQV aQd VigQV, aQd WheQ VigQalV. AQd \eW, dR QRW WheVe
gUeaW acTXiViWiRQV cRPe ZiWh SaUWial UegUeVViRQV? WheQ Whe
abVWUacWiRQ Rf VigQV, aQd abRYe all Rf VigQalV, iV VXSeUiPSRVed RQ
VeQVRU\ SeUceSWiRQV, iW cRQVWiWXWeV a ¶ZRUld· Zhich iV bRWh e[WeUQal



aQd abVWUacW, Whe ZRUld Rf PRdeUQiW\ Zhich cRQdiWiRQV iQdiYidXal
geVWXUeV. DReV WhiV ¶ZRUld· iQhibiW Whe fUeVhQeVV aQd YiYaciW\ Rf Whe
VeQVeV? IW ceUWaiQl\ dReV, eVSeciall\ if iW iV WUXe WhaW iQ Whe PRdeUQ
ZRUld ² ZiWh Whe SeUceSWiYel\ eɽcieQW WechQRlRg\ Whe\ UeSUeVeQW ²
VigQalV aUe chaUacWeUiVWicall\ accXPXlaWiYe. HeQce, b\ cRQWUaVW, Whe
SUeVWige Rf aUchaic RbjecWV, SUiPiWiYe aUWV, V\PbRlV, aQd Whe
aVWRQiVhPeQW Whe\ SURYRke iQ PeQ Rf Whe iQdXVWUial eUa.

WhaW Ze aUe VXggeVWiQg abRXW VeQVRU\ SeUceSWiRQ caQ alVR aSSl\
WR ePRWiRQV aQd aʃecWiYiW\. The\ dR QRW aSSeaU WR be accXPXlaWiYe,
Zhich e[SlaiQV Whe Za\ Whe\ cU\VWalli]e aURXQd SaUadR[icall\
dXUable V\PbRlV. AV Ze alUead\ kQRZ, PRVW Rf WheVe V\PbRlV, if QRW
all Rf WheP, cRPe fURP Whe diVWaQW SaVW Rf agUaUiaQ aQd cUafW-baVed
VRcieWieV. TheiU VXbVeTXeQW elabRUaWiRQ b\ ShilRVRSheUV, dUaPaWiVWV
aQd SReWV helSed WR UeYiYe WheP, bXW ZiWhRXW PRdif\iQg WheP WR aQ\
SURfRXQd degUee. WiWh WheiU RUigiQV deeS ZiWhiQ Whe diUecW aQd
XQPediaWed UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ PeQ aQd QaWXUe, aQd beWZeeQ PeQ
WhePVelYeV, Whe\ liYe RQ iQ iVlaQdV Rf XQPediaWed ¶SUiYaWe· life Zhich
ZiWhVWaQd Whe UiViQg Wide Rf UelaWiRQV PediaWed b\ cRPPRdiWieV,
PRQe\ aQd WechQRlRg\. TheVe V\PbRlV haYe becRPe QXcleXVeV Rf
ePRWiRQ aQd aʃecWiYiW\. WheQ Whe\ aUe QRW XVed, e[SlRiWed,
cRQVXPed aQd deYRXUed, Whe\ aUe aWWacked aQd cRQcealed. WheQ
Whe\ cU\VWalli]e (aV Whe FaWheU, Whe MRWheU, WRPaQ, ViUgiQiW\, LRYe,
Whe SXQ, Whe HRXVe, WaWeU, EaUWh, AiU, FiUe, HeaUWh aQd HRPe) Whe\
degeQeUaWe, bUeak XS aQd VcaWWeU. The\ UePaiQ Zell RXWVide Whe
SURceVVeV Rf accXPXlaWiRQ.9

AccRUdiQg WR WhiV cUiWeUiRQ, Ze Zill claVVif\ hXPaQ acWiYiWieV iQWR
WZR PajRU W\SeV Rf SURceVV: accXmXlaWiYe and non-accXmXlaWiYe.
WiWhiQ WhiV claVViɹcaWiRQ, Ze Pa\ diVceUQ geQUeV RU VSecieV:
SURceVVeV Rf accXPXlaWiRQ Zhich haYe beeQ deceleUaWed (VaWXUaWed),
libeUaWed RU acceleUaWed, ciUcXlaU SURceVVeV Zhich haYe VWabili]ed,
aQd QXcleXVeV Zhich haYe degeQeUaWed RU bURkeQ XS, eWc. ThiV
SURYideV XV ZiWh a VWaUWiQg SRiQW fRU aQ aQal\ViV Rf SUa[iV aQd a
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ Rf Whe SURceVV Rf hXPaQ becRPiQg. We haYe alUead\
dUaZQ XS a liVW Rf accXPXlaWiYe acWiYiWieV. APRQg QRQ-accXPXlaWiYe
acWiYiWieV Ze ZRXld iQclXde VeQVRU\ SeUceSWiRQ, VeQVibiliW\,
VeQVXaliW\, VSRQWaQeiW\, aUW iQ geQeUal, PRUaliW\ (VXbjecWiYe RU



deUiYiQg fURP cXVWRP, aV diVWiQcW fURP RbjecWiYe PRUaliW\ Zhich
deSeQdV XSRQ laZ aQd Whe VWaWe) aQd ɹQall\ ciYili]aWiRQ iQ Whe
bURadeVW VeQVe (aV RSSRVed WR cXlWXUe). The QRQ-accXPXlaWiYe iV alVR
Whe QRQ-UaWiRQal. We XVe Whe WeUP iQ iWV eVVeQWiall\ UelaWiYe VeQVe,
ViQce WheUe iV QR TXeVWiRQ Rf XV SRViWiQg aQ abVRlXWe (RQWRlRgical)
iUUaWiRQaliW\. We caQ alVR Va\ WhaW Whe accXPXlaWiYe ZRXld be
UelaWed WR VSace, Zhile Whe QRQ-accXPXlaWiYe ZRXld be UelaWed WR
WiPe. HRZeYeU, WheUe iV QR TXeVWiRQ Rf VeSaUaWiQg VSace fURP WiPe.

NRU iV WheUe aQ\ TXeVWiRQ Rf VeSaUaWiQg Whe WZR W\SeV Rf SURceVV.
The\ aUe SeUPaQeQWl\ iQWeUacWiYe, VR WhaW ZheQ Ze deVcUibe aQd
aQal\Ve WhaW iQWeUacWiRQ, Ze SeUceiYe YaUiRXV gaSV, iPbalaQceV,
diʃeUeQceV aQd cRQɻicWV beWZeeQ leYelV. If RXU e[SeUieQce Rf
¶PRdeUQiW\· iV Rf a deeS-URRWed aQd eYeU-iQcUeaViQg PalaiVe, RXU
cRQceSWV Zill eQable XV WR diVcRYeU VRPe Rf iWV caXVeV aQd aVSecWV,
aQd SeUhaSV WR UeYeal Whe SURbleP iQ iWV WRWaliW\.

The SURbleP iQ TXeVWiRQ iV Whe SURbleP Rf eYeU\da\ life. EYeU\da\
life lieV aW Whe ill-deɹQed, cXWWiQg edge ZheUe Whe accXPXlaWiYe aQd
Whe QRQ-accXPXlaWiYe iQWeUVecW. OQ RQe haQd, iW PXVW VXbPiW WR Whe
dePaQdV Rf accXPXlaWiRQ, aQd VXʃeU iWV eʃecWV aQd cRQVeTXeQceV. IW
e[iVWV RQ Whe leYel Rf Whe PRVW SUeVViQg cRQdiWiRQV aQd eʃecWV Rf Whe
SURceVV Rf accXPXlaWiRQ: cRheViRQ, lRgic, laQgXage aQd, laVW bXW QRW
leaVW, VigQalV. OQ Whe RWheU haQd iW VeeV iWVelf iQcUeaViQgl\ ¶diVWaQced·
b\ Whe SURceVV, Zhich becRPeV diVVRciaWed iQ Whe gidd\ heighWV Rf
VSeciali]aWiRQV aQd WechQRlRg\. IQ iWVelf, iW UePaiQV liQked WR
Uh\WhPV, WR c\clic WiPe VcaleV aQd WR V\PbRlV.

ThiV iV PeUel\ SXWWiQg ZhaW Ze haYe alUead\ Vaid iQ aQRWheU Za\.
The eYeU\da\ iV ViWXaWed aW Whe bRXQdaU\ beWZeeQ Whe cRQWURlled
VecWRU (i.e., Whe VecWRU cRQWURlled b\ kQRZledge) aQd Whe
XQcRQWURlled VecWRU. ThiV iV ill-deɹQed aQd daQgeURXV bRUdeU
WeUUiWRU\, SaUWicXlaUl\ becaXVe iWV V\PbRlV giYe Whe illXVRU\
iPSUeVViRQ Rf cRQWURlliQg VSRQWaQeRXV QaWXUe, Zhile Whe WechQiTXeV
Zhich Ueall\ dR cRQWURl iW aUe iQcUeaViQgl\ hiddeQ fURP YieZ.

The PalaiVe cRPeV SUiPaUil\ fURP Whe e[WUaRUdiQaU\ iPbalaQce
beWZeeQ Whe V\PbRlic QXcleXVeV aQd Whe acTXiViWiRQV Rf abVWUacW
kQRZledge aQd WechQRlRg\, i.e., fURP Whe cRQɻicWXal UelaWiRQ
beWZeeQ Whe WZR SURceVVeV. ThiV iPbalaQce iWVelf haV YaUiRXV aVSecWV



aQd YaUiRXV VeQVeV. The aʃecWiYe QXcleXVeV aUe ¶VXUYiYalV· (iQ
iQYeUWed cRPPaV; WheUe caQ be QR ¶VXUYiYalV· ZiWhRXW a ¶baVe· RU
¶fRXQdaWiRQ·). FURP a ceUWaiQ SRiQW Rf YieZ, Whe\ VeeP PRUe
beaXWifXl, PRUe SUeciRXV aQd PRUe iPPediaWe WhaQ all Whe
accXPXlaWiRQV Rf e[SeUieQce aQd kQRZledge SXW WRgeWheU. FURP
aQRWheU UigRURXVl\ eTXiYaleQW aQd eTXall\ Zell-fRXQded SRiQW Rf
YieZ, Whe\ aUe Rld-faVhiRQed, UidicXlRXV aQd backZaUd. SiPilaUl\,
fURP \eW aQRWheU SRiQW Rf YieZ, Whe accXPXlaWiYe iV Whe RQl\ ¶WUXWh·
RYeU aQd abRYe ¶Whe Ueal·. IW alRQe iV iPSRUWaQW, gUeaW aQd cUeaWiYe,
Zhile Whe eYeU\da\ kQRZV iWVelf WR be Qegligible, VXSeUɹcial aQd
QRQ-eVVeQWial. BXW aQRWheU eTXall\ acceSWable SRiQW Rf YieZ ZRXld
be WhaW Whe eYeU\da\ iV Whe RQl\ WhiQg Zhich PaWWeUV WR PaQkiQd.

IQ WhePVelYeV, V\PbRlV aUe RQl\ PaiQWaiQed b\ PeaQV Rf
PeWaShRUical laQgXage, ZRUdV RU Whe XVe Rf UaWheU XQXVXal ZRUdV,
liWeUaU\ RU hiVWRUical UecRllecWiRQV, RbjecWV iQfXVed ZiWh PeaQiQg,
aQd ZRUkV Rf aUW. TheiU RQl\ ¶baVeV· aUe WheiU XQceUWaiQ aQd ¶SUiYaWe·
VRcial UelaWiRQV ZiWh QaWXUe, ZiWh Whe RWheU aQd ZiWh Whe Velf. The
YaVW Wide Rf ¶PRdeUQiW\· iV VZeeSiQg WheVe VXSSRUWV aZa\. EcRQRPic
backZaUdQeVV aQd XQdeUdeYelRSPeQW (YillageV, Whe PRXQWaiQV, Whe
Vea, SicWXUeVTXe WRXUiVW aWWUacWiRQV, baUUeQ UegiRQV, eWc.) feed WheVe
¶VXUYiYalV· aQd PaiQWaiQ WheVe QXcleXVeV ZiWhRXW bUeaWhiQg aQ\ QeZ
life iQWR WheP. IW iV aV WhRXgh c\clic WiPe VcaleV haYe beeQ UiSSed
aVXQdeU b\ Whe liQeaU WiPe Rf Whe SURceVV Rf accXPXlaWiRQ aQd haYe
beeQ lefW WR haQg iQ WaWWeUV ZiWhiQ XV aQd aURXQd XV. AQd \eW
V\PbRliVPV, c\clic Uh\WhPV aQd Whe VhaWWeUed RU degeQeUaWe
QXcleXVeV cRQWiQXe WR RUgaQi]e Whe eYeU\da\; Whe\ UeSUeVeQW iWV
VWable ceQWUe aQd PaiQWaiQ Whe illXViRQ Rf a SUe-RUdaiQed haUPRQ\, if
iQdeed Ze caQ VWill XVe WhaW ZRUd.

The UeVXlW iV aQ iQceVVaQW WeQViRQ, aQd WhXV Whe SRVVibiliW\ Rf
VWeUile cRQɻicWV aQd SaWhRlRgical deYiaWiRQV, bRWh iQ iQdiYidXal
cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd iQ VRcial cRQVciRXVQeVV. RedXced WR VileQce aPid
all Whe YeUbiage aQd YeUbaliVPV, UelegaWed WR aQ RbVcXUiW\ Zhich
SURPSWV XV WR VSeak Rf ¶XQcRQVciRXVQeVV·, SUiYaWe eYeU\da\ life iV
bXilW XS aURXQd V\PbRlV Zhich aUe cRQVWaQWl\ diVcUediWed b\ SXblic
life, ecRQRPic aQd SRliWical SUa[iV, VigQV, VigQalV aQd VigQiɹcaWiRQV.
All WhaW SeUVRQal life haV aW iWV diVSRVal WR Pake iWVelf iQWR a



cRQVciRXV cUeaWiYe eQdeaYRXU, aQd WR giYe iWVelf a cRQVciRXV hiVWRU\,
aUe WheVe QXcleXVeV bXUied ZiWhiQ Whe deeS VecUec\ Rf iQdiYidXal
SV\chRSh\ViRlRgical life: WaVWeV aQd deViUeV (aPRURXV, eURWic,
aʃecWiYe, aliPeQWaU\, eWc.), RU UaWheU, Whe abVeQce Rf WaVWeV aQd
deViUeV. ThiV iV hRZ SXblic life, RYeUWl\ VXbjecWed WR accXPXlaWiYe
SURceVVeV, RYeUZhelPV SUiYaWe life, cRQdePQiQg iW WR SRZeUleVVQeVV,
XQcRQVciRXVQeVV aQd diVVaWiVfacWiRQ. WheQ iW WUieV WR becRPe
UecRQciled ZiWh SUiYaWe life, WhiQgV aUe eYeQ ZRUVe: iW iQYadeV iW aQd
abVRUbV iW (cf. Whe PaVV Pedia). IQ eYeU\ caVe, eYeU\da\ life iV
fRUVakeQ WeUUiWRU\, aQ iVlaQd Rf WeaUV aQd WediXP ZheUe PaQ aV Whe
QRUP iV QRUPall\ caVW aZa\. The fURQWieU beWZeeQ Whe cRQWURlled
VecWRU (cRQWURlled b\ kQRZledge aQd WechQRlRg\, aQd WheUefRUe b\
aQd iQ accXPXlaWiRQ) aQd Whe XQcRQWURlled VecWRU iV a QR PaQ·V laQd
ZheUe eYeU\RQe liYeV PRUe RU leVV RQ Whe leYel Rf deWeUiRUaWed aQd
VhaWWeUed VSRQWaQeiW\. The PRUe SeRSle VSeak Rf adaSWaWiRQ, balaQce
aQd haUPRQ\, Whe leVV Ueal haUPRQ\, balaQce aQd adaSWaWiRQ WheUe
iV. (AQd ZhaW dR RbVeVViRQV PeaQ if QRW WhaW eYeQ WheVe cRQɻicWV aUe
QR lRQgeU cUeaWiYe?)

WiWhiQ Whe iQdiYidXal, aQd aW Whe heaUW Rf hiV cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd
hiV ill-aSSURSUiaWed life, WZR SURceVVeV aUe aSSaUeQW: Whe UaWiRQal aQd
Whe iUUaWiRQal, Whe (UelaWiYel\) cRQVciRXV aQd Whe (UelaWiYel\)
XQcRQVciRXV. OQ RQe haQd, if he caQQRW accXPXlaWe PRQe\, he
accXPXlaWeV e[SeUieQceV, aQd if he caQQRW accXPXlaWe caSiWal, he
accXPXlaWeV kQRZledge. EYeQ if Whe\ aUe fUagPeQWed, e[SeUieQce
aQd kQRZledge jRiQ WRgeWheU WR fRUP a PePRU\. OQ Whe RWheU haQd,
WheUe iV VRPeWhiQg iQVide hiP Zhich iV eYeU PRUe diVWaQW, eYeU PRUe
YXlQeUable, VRPeWhiQg he iV cRQVciRXVl\ VeekiQg, Whe childhRRd aQd
Whe VSRQWaQeiW\ Zhich aUe aV PXch a SaUW Rf V\PbRliVPV aV Whe\ aUe
Rf PePRU\. IV WhiV QRW RQe Rf Whe VecUeWV Rf Whe diVWXUbed dUaPa Rf
PRdeUQ life, WhiV XQeaV\, SUiYaWe cRQVciRXVQeVV Zhich iV iQcUeaViQgl\
SeQeWUaWed b\ Whe geQeUal SURceVV aQd iV fRUced WR cRQfRUP WR iW, aQd
\eW Zhich iV becRPiQg iQcUeaViQgl\ ¶SUiYaWe· aQd WUaSSed ZiWhiQ Whe
eYeU\da\? IQ facW, aV VRRQ aV Uadical cUiWiTXe XQPaVkV Whe ViWXaWiRQ
iQ Zhich cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd life aUe WUaSSed, iW VeePV iQWRleUable,
aQd Ze aVk RXUVelYeV Zh\ Whe deYaVWaWiRQ iV QRW eYeQ PRUe
deVWUXcWiYe WhaQ iW iV.



7 The pedagogic and culturalist illusion

We PXVW ɹQd a Za\ RXW Rf WhiV ViWXaWiRQ. HRZ? B\ UeYRlXWiRQaU\
SUa[iV UecRQVWUXcWed iQ iWV WRWaliW\. BXW ZhaW elVe? B\ fRllRZiQg
WechQRlRg\ WR iWV biWWeU eQd iQ RUdeU WR UeiQYeVW iW iQ aQ eYeU\da\ life
Zhich haV beeQ PeWaPRUShRVed, iQVWead Rf PeUel\ RbVeUYiQg Whe
WeUUif\iQg diVcUeSaQc\ beWZeeQ Whe WZR? B\ diVcRYeUiQg QeZ
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV Rf WiPe aQd iPSRViQg WheP (b\ SeUVXaViRQ) RQ WiPe
aV Ze XVXall\ liYe iW? B\ UaiViQg Whe eYeU\da\ WR Whe leYel Rf
WechQRlRg\ aQd b\ UeiQYeVWiQg WechQRlRg\ iQ Whe eYeU\da\? B\
eUadicaWiQg Whe Rld V\PbRliVPV aQd cUeaWiQg QeZ RQeV, QeZ iPageV
Rf life aV a ZRUk Rf cUeaWiYiW\?

BXW WhiV iV WR jXPS Whe gXQ. LeW XV begiQ b\ clRViQg Rʃ Whe falVe
e[iWV. IQ Whe PRdeUQ ZRUld, SedagRgic aQd cXlWXUal ɹcWiRQV haYe
jRiQed fRUceV ZiWh Whe Rld legal, ideRlRgical aQd SRliWical ɹcWiRQV
(Whe CiWi]eQ, eYeU\RQe iV eTXal befRUe Whe laZ, eWc.). The QeZ
ɹcWiRQV Vei]e Whe baWRQ ZheQ Whe Rld RQeV aUe WRR Zeak WR VWa\ iQ
Whe Uace. WhaW dR Whe\ cRQViVW Rf? The aWWUibXWiRQ Rf Whe
accXPXlaWiYe chaUacWeU WR VeQVibiliW\, ePRWiYiW\ aQd aʃecWiYiW\.
TheUefRUe iW iV cRQVideUed SRVVible WR ¶fRUP· WheP iQ Whe VaPe Za\ aV
cRQceSWXal RU WechQical kQRZledge WhURXgh Whe accXPXlaWiRQ Rf
e[SeUieQceV, facWV RU UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV, aQd deVSiWe all Whe failXUeV Rf
ɹcWiRQ bRWh iQ Whe iQdiYidXal aQd RQ Whe Vcale Rf VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle.

IW iV RbYiRXVl\ iQ Whe dRPaiQ Rf aUW WhaW WhiV illXViRQ aQd iWV
cRQVeTXeQceV Pa\ be beVW RbVeUYed. WhaW iV kQRZQ abRXW aUW gURZV
iQ aQ accXPXlaWiYe Za\. The QXPbeU Rf RbjecWV Siled XS iQ Whe
XQiYeUVal PXVeXP aQd iQ Whe WRWal libUaU\ Rf bRRkV, UecRUdV aQd
ɹlPV PXVW iQcUeaVe e[SRQeQWiall\. The YieZeU aQd Whe liVWeQeU haV
iQcUeaViQgl\ eaVieU aQd PRUe fUeTXeQW acceVV WR all ZRUkV fURP all
ageV. IW iV aVVXPed WhaW ZheQ Whe YaUiRXV VRXUceV Rf kQRZledge aUe
all bXQdled WRgeWheU iQ WhiV Za\ iW Zill VWiPXlaWe RXU SRZeUV Rf
cUeaWiYiW\, RU eYeQ WhaW WechQRlRgieV (aQd Whe laVW WR be deYelRSed iV
alZa\V Whe beVW) Zill be a VXbVWiWXWe fRU VSRQWaQeiW\. The WZR SRleV
Rf acWiYiW\ ² WechQRlRgical liWeUac\ aQd cUeaWiYe SRZeU ² ZRXld
PeUge. NRW VR. The ZelWeU Rf ZRUkV, Rf kQRZledge aQd Rf WechQRlRg\



cRPeV iQ WaQdeP ZiWh a gaUgaQWXaQ cRQVXPSWiRQ Zhich PXVW VXUel\
be lRRWiQg aQd deYRXUiQg all Whe UicheV Rf ageV Zhich SUeciVel\ did
QRW accXPXlaWe, aQd Zhich haYe lefW XV WheiU WUeaVXUeV iQ WUXVW. The
UeVXlW iV aQ aVWRQiVhiQg VRciRlRgical SheQRPeQRQ: aeVWheWiciVP
(Zhich iV QRW caXVed aQd e[SlaiQed b\ iWV accXPXlaWiYe chaUacWeU
alRQe) aQd iWV cRURllaU\, Whe SeUPaQeQW cUiViV Rf VR-called PRdeUQ
aUW. IQ VR faU aV WheUe iV VXch a WhiQg aV cUeaWiYiW\, dReV iW QRW cRPe
fURP a diUecW RU iQdiUecW aSSeal WR Whe V\PbRliVPV aQd Whe P\WhV
Zhich VXSSRUWed iW iQ WiPeV SaVW, aQd fURP aQ eʃRUW WR UeiQVWaWe
VSRQWaQeiW\ iQ Whe face Rf Whe clXWWeU Rf abVWUacW cXlWXUe aQd
SedagRgicall\ cXlWiYaWed cRQVciRXVQeVV? BXW QRWhiQg Zill VSaUe
V\PbRliVPV WheiU iQeYiWable diVVRlXWiRQ. The\ WRR haYe alUead\ beeQ
UelegaWed WR Whe abeUUaQW PaUgiQV Rf cXlWXUe: aVWURlRg\ aQd
SaUaVcieQWiɹc iQWeUSUeWaWiRQV Rf VcieQce, VcieQce ɹcWiRQ, VSeciɹc
¶ZRUldV· Rf ZRPeQ aQd Rf childUeQ, SeWW\ VXSeUVWiWiRQV aQd
UiWXali]aWiRQV, aQd ZRUkV Rf Zhich iW iV iPSRVVible WR Va\ ZheWheU
Whe\ aUe fRUeWelliQg Whe fXWXUe RU falliQg iQWR decUeSiWXde aW Whe YeU\
PRPeQW Rf WheiU VXcceVV.

The VaPe iV WUXe Rf Whe PRUal VSheUe. KQRZledge Rf PRUaliW\, iWV
hiVWRU\ aQd iWV ¶YalXeV· iV e[SaQdiQg. Like diVcRXUVe RQ aeVWheWicV,
diVcRXUVe RQ PRUaliW\ aQd iWV ¶YalXeV· iV becRPiQg iQcUeaViQgl\
facile. EWhicV iV Whe lRVeU, aQd iW Zill QeYeU be SRVVible WR e[WUaSRlaWe
a SUacWical lifeVW\le fURP PRUal kQRZledge.

AQd VR Whe PalaiVe Rf Whe eYeU\da\ aQd Rf Whe ¶SUiYaWiRQ· Rf
SUiYaWe life iV cRQWaPiQaWiQg Whe higheU VSheUeV Rf aUW, eWhicV,
cUeaWiYiW\ aQd Whe XQdeUVWaQdiQg beWZeeQ cRQVciRXVQeVVeV¬«



6

The Theory of Moments1

1 Typology of repetition

PUeYiRXVl\ Ze XQdeUliQed Whe diʃeUeQceV beWZeeQ VeYeUal fRUPV RU
W\SeV Rf UeSeWiWiRQ, Zhich ZeUe PXWXall\ iUUedXcible. ReSeWiWiRQ Rf
c\cleV aQd c\clic Uh\WhPV diʃeUV fURP UeSeWiWiRQ Rf PechaQical
geVWXUeV: Whe ɹUVW Rf WheVe W\SeV belRQgV WR Whe QRQ-accXPXlaWiYe
SURceVVeV, Zhich haYe WheiU RZQ WiPe VcaleV, Zhile Whe VecRQd
belRQgV WR Whe SURceVVeV Rf accXPXlaWiRQ, ZiWh WheiU liQeaU WiPe
VcaleV, Zhich aUe QRZ cRQWiQXRXV, QRZ diVcRQWiQXRXV. ReSeWiWiRQ Rf
behaYiRXU SaWWeUQV (cRQdiWiRQiQgV) VWiPXlaWed b\ VigQalV caQQRW be
aVViPilaWed WR UeSeWiWiRQ Rf ¶VWaWeV·, ePRWiRQV RU aWWiWXdeV liQked WR
V\PbRlV aQd ePRWiRQal QXcleXVeV. We PXVW diVWiQgXiVh beWZeeQ
UeSeWiWiRQ Rf ViWXaWiRQV (QRWabl\ iQ SaWhRlRgical caVeV) aQd UeSeWiWiRQ
SRVWXlaWed b\ ceUWaiQ V\VWePV (b\ KieUkegaaUd aQd NieW]Vche, fRU
e[aPSle). If UeSeWiWiRQ, UeWXUQ RU UeQeZal Rf Whe VaPe (RU PRUe RU
leVV Whe VaPe) SheQRPeQRQ VhRXld be XQdeUVWRRd accRUdiQg WR each
VSeciɹc caVe aQd W\Se, Whe VaPe caQ be Vaid Rf Whe UelaWiRQ beWZeeQ
ZhaW iV UeSeaWed aQd Whe QeZQeVV Zhich VSUiQgV fURP UeSeWiWiRQ (fRU
e[aPSle, UeSeWiWiRQ Rf VRXQdV aQd Uh\WhPV iQ PXVic RʃeUV a
SeUSeWXal PRYePeQW Zhich iV SeUSeWXall\ UeiQYeQWed).

SiPilaUl\, UeSeWiWiRQ Rf Whe insWanW, VR fUeTXeQWl\ VWXdied b\
ShilRVRSheUV (Whe hic eW nXnc, SXUe iPPediac\, Whe SXUel\ WUaQViWRU\



iQ SeUceSWiRQ aQd Whe ¶liYed·), caQQRW be aVViPilaWed WR UeSeWiWiRQ Rf
Whe PRPeQW.

2 Moments and language

AV UegaUdV Whe WeUP ¶PRPeQW·, RXU ɹUVW cRPPeQW ZRXld be WhaW iW
cRUUeVSRQdV WR Whe sense (e[SUeVViRQ + VigQiɹcaWiRQ = diUecWiRQ) Rf
a giYeQ ZRUd iQ geQeUal aQd cRPPRQ XVage, RU, if \RX SUefeU, WR iWV
liYed conWenW. LeW XV Wake Whe ZRUd ¶lRYe·, Zhich cURSV XS VR
fUeTXeQWl\ iQ laQgXage. TR ZhaW dReV iW cRUUeVSRQd? IV WheUe a
higheU eQWiW\ Zhich iV iQdicaWed b\ Whe ZRUd aQd Zhich eQdRZV iW
ZiWh a geQeUal VeQVe becaXVe iW VXbRUdiQaWeV a VeW Rf ViWXaWiRQV aQd
ePRWiRQal RU aʃecWiYe VWaWeV? ThiV claVVic PlaWRQi]iQg aQd UaWiRQaliVW
WheRU\ iV QRW WeQable. AQd \eW, if WheUe iV QRW a XQiɹed VeW Rf VR-
called ¶lRYe· ViWXaWiRQV aQd VWaWeV, Whe ZRUd iWVelf haV QR PeaQiQg.
CRXld iW be ViPSl\ Whe abVWUacW cRQQRWaWiRQ Rf a UaQge Rf VWaWeV aQd
ViWXaWiRQV ZiWh QR cRQcUeWe liQkV beWZeeQ WheP? IQ WhiV caVe, QRW
RQl\ aUe WheUe ¶lRYeV·, aV RSSRVed WR a feZ W\SeV Rf lRYe, bXW aQ
iQdeɹQiWe QXPbeU Rf WheP, aPRUShRXV aQd PXlWifaUiRXV. ThiV
eTXall\ claVVic, ePSiUiciVW aQd VceSWical WheRU\ iV jXVW aV XQWeQable.
AV Ze Zell kQRZ, iW SUeVeQWV a challeQge WR laQgXage; iW XQdeUPiQeV
aQd diViQWegUaWeV iW. WRUdV aUe QR PRUe WhaQ aUbiWUaU\ VigQV, aQd
diVcRXUVe iV QR PRUe WhaQ a fRUPal cRQVWUXcWiRQ. BXW diVcRXUVe iV
liQked WR SUa[iV, a leYel Rf e[SeUieQce, aQd iW haV PeaQiQg becaXVe iW
haV bRWh a lRgical (diVjXQcWiYe) fRUP aQd aQ ePRWiRQal aQd aʃecWiYe
cRQWeQW, Zhich iW eɽcieQWl\ WUaQVPiWV. We XQdeUVWaQd iW WhURXgh iWV
fRUP aQd VWUXcWXUe, bXW QRW RQl\ WhaW. CRPPXQicaWiRQ SUeVXSSRVeV
all Whe leYelV, aQd all Whe WeQViRQV aQd cRQɻicWV beWZeeQ WhRVe leYelV;
QeYeU cRPSleWe, UaUel\ Ueal, iW iPSlieV WhaW Whe VePaQWic ɹeld iV
QeiWheU RSaTXe aQd VRlid like a VWRQe, QRU XQVWable like PiVW; iW
iPSlieV UelaWiYe PRYePeQWV aQd UelaWiYe VWabiliWieV. Wh\ dR Whe
VaPe ZRUdV cRPe back WiPe aQd WiPe agaiQ, ZiWh WheiU iPageV aQd
V\PbRlV, aQd hRZ dR Whe\ Pake WhePVelYeV XQdeUVWRRd? WhaW iV iW
WhaW allRZV XV WR XVe Whe ZRUd ¶lRYe· iQ YaU\iQg ViWXaWiRQV aQd
cRQYeUVaWiRQV, aQd VWill be XQdeUVWRRd b\ Whe diʃeUeQW SeRSle Ze aUe



WalkiQg WR? WhaW iV iW WhaW cUeaWeV a ceUWaiQ aligQPeQW beWZeeQ Whe
ePRWiRQ e[SUeVVed b\ RQe VSeakeU aQd Whe ePRWiRQ aURXVed iQ Whe
RWheU, jXVW b\ Whe XVe Rf RQe ZRUd? WheQ SeRSle aUe iQ lRYe, RU
iPagiQe Whe\ aUe, ZheQ Whe\ haWe each RWheU, RU iPagiQe Whe\ dR,
ZhaW iV iW WhaW allRZV WheP WR cRPPXQicaWe ZhaW Whe\ aUe feeliQg RU
ZhaW Whe\ aUe QRW feeliQg, WR UecRgQi]e RQe aQRWheU, WR cUeaWe
PiVXQdeUVWaQdiQgV aQd UeVRlYe WheP (XS WR a SRiQW), WR UiVe abRYe
iQViQXaWiRQ RU VileQce, iQ VhRUW WR aYRid a dialRgXe Rf Whe deaf Zhich
ZRXld be QR PRUe WhaQ Whe VXP WRWal Rf WZR VRlilRTXieV (iQ Zhich
caVe laQgXage ZRXld be deYRid Rf PeaQiQg, i.e., Rf eʃecWiYeQeVV,
aQd ZRXld iQeYiWabl\ ZaVWe aZa\ RU ZRXld eYeQ haYe lRQg ViQce
diVaSSeaUed)? ThURXgh all Whe chaQgeV, ¶VRPeWhiQg· UePaiQV. We
ZRXld Va\ WhaW ¶VRPeWhiQg· iV Whe momenW. PV\chRlRgical WeUPV (VXch
aV VWaWeV, ePRWiRQV, aWWiWXdeV, behaYiRXU SaWWeUQV, eWc.) dR QRW
adeTXaWel\ deɹQe iW, ViQce iW iPSlieV a WZRfRld UecRgQiWiRQ, Rf
RWheUQeVV ² RU UaWheU, Rf Whe RWheU ² aQd Rf Whe Velf. ThiV Ue-
cRgQiWiRQ, Zhich jRiQV fRUceV iQ aQ RUigiQal dUaPaWic ViWXaWiRQ ZiWh
ZhaW iV kQRZQ aQd ZhaW iV XQkQRZQ, e[SlaiQV aQd jXVWiɹeV Whe XVe
Rf Whe ZRUd. IW SUeVXSSRVeV iQ WXUQ Whe (cRQfXVed RU cleaU)
SeUceSWiRQ Rf aQ aQalRg\ aQd a diʃeUeQce iQ liYed WiPe, i.e., a
VSeciɹc PRdaliW\ Rf UeSeWiWiRQ. ¶SRPeWhiQg· ² Zhich iV ceUWaiQl\ QRW
a WhiQg ² iV eQcRXQWeUed RQce agaiQ. BRWh aQ illXViRQ aQd a UealiW\,
liYed WiPe aSSeaUV RQce PRUe WhURXgh all Whe YeilV aQd diVWaQceV. IW
YaQiVheV, aQd aW Whe VaPe WiPe iW PakeV iWVelf kQRZQ. NR VSeciɹcall\
VRciRlRgical RU hiVWRUical deWeUPiQaWiRQ caQ adeTXaWel\ deɹQe WhiV
WePSRUaliW\.

The WheRU\ Rf PRPeQWV cRPeV iQiWiall\ fURP aQ eʃRUW WR giYe
laQgXage VigQiɹcaQce aQd YalXe, iQ Whe face Rf iWV cUiWicV (VXch aV
BeUgVRQ), aQd iQ VSiWe Rf Whe XQdeUPiQiQg aQd diViQWegUaWiRQ Rf
laQgXage Zhich Ze aUe cXUUeQWl\ ZiWQeVViQg. IW iV Whe SURdXcW Rf a
YiRleQW SURWeVW agaiQVW BeUgVRQiVP aQd Whe fRUPleVV SV\chRlRgical
cRQWiQXXP adYRcaWed b\ BeUgVRQiaQ ShilRVRSh\.2 IWV ZiVh iV WR
UeiQVWaWe diVcRQWiQXiW\, gUaVSiQg iW iQ Whe YeU\ fabUic Rf Whe ¶liYed·,
aQd RQ Whe lRRP Rf cRQWiQXiW\, Zhich iW SUeVXSSRVeV (aQd
cRQVeTXeQWl\ ZiWhRXW PakiQg iW abVWUacW, aQd ZiWhRXW PeUgiQg iW



ZiWh Whe aUbiWUaU\ aQd Whe SXUel\ fRUPal ² Zhich iV a UeacWiRQ
agaiQVW e[aggeUaWed cRQWiQXiVP, WhRXgh QRW a VXSeUVeVViRQ Rf iW).

AccRUdiQg WR WhiV SURceVV, Ze dR QRW VWaUW fURP LRgRV (diVcRXUVe
aQd laQgXage), Ze cRPe WR iW, WiPe aQd WiPe agaiQ. The WheRU\ dReV
QRW SRVWXlaWe Whe YalXe RU Whe VXbVWaQWial UealiW\ Rf laQgXage. IW dReV
QRW Wake LRgRV aV aQ a[iV Rf UefeUeQce. OQ Whe cRQWUaU\: iW WUieV WR
UeiQVWaWe laQgXage iQ all iWV SRZeU, b\ XQdeUVWaQdiQg (b\ kQRZiQg)
ceUWaiQ cRQdiWiRQV XQdeU Zhich iW caQ be fXll\ e[eUciVed. SeeiQg iW
WheRUeWicall\ XQdeUPiQed b\ Whe aWWackV Rf VRPe ShilRVRSheUV aQd
SReWV, aQd SUacWicall\ (VRciall\) XQdeUPiQed b\ VigQalV, aXdiRYiVXal
iPageUieV, jaUgRQV aQd b\ Whe iVRlaWiRQ Rf PiQdV iQcaSable Rf
cRPPXQicaWiQg, iW VWaUWV fURP aQ aQal\ViV Rf Whe cRQdiWiRQV fRU
cRPPXQicaWiRQ. If iW ZeUe WRR SeUfecW, laQgXage ZRXld be Rf liWWle
XVe WR cRPPXQicaWiRQ, RU UaWheU, iW ZRXld chaQge iW iQWR a
cRPPXQiRQ Rf aQgelic aQd diVePbRdied PiQdV (VXSSRViQg WhaW
PeaQV aQ\WhiQg). EYeU\WhiQg ZRXld be iQVWaQWl\ cleaU. SXch Pagic
WUaQVSaUeQc\ haV QRW eYeQ Whe beaXW\ Rf a dUeaP. IW iPSlieV a lack Rf
deSWhV, leYelV aQd SlaQeV, iQ life aV iW iV liYed. If iW ZeUe WRR
iPSeUfecW, laQgXage ZRXld fail WR cRSe ZiWh diʃeUeQceV; iW ZRXld
leaYe WheP WR WheiU RZQ RSaTXeQeVV. AV iW iV, ZiWh iWV PRbile
cRPSle[iW\ Zhich iV QeYeUWheleVV ¶VWUXcWXUed· b\ cRQVWaQWV,
QXcleXVeV aQd ¶PRPeQWV·, laQgXage iV Rf XVe WR XV. IW iV a gRRd
iPSlePeQW, aQd VRPeWhiQg PRUe WhaQ jXVW aQ iPSlePeQW¬«

MRUe SURfRXQdl\ SeUhaSV, Whe WheRU\ deUiYeV fURP a Qeed WR
RUgaQi]e, SURgUaPPe aQd VWUXcWXUe eYeU\da\ life b\ WUaQVfRUPiQg iW
accRUdiQg WR iWV RZQ WeQdeQcieV aQd laZV. IW ZiVheV WR SeUceiYe Whe
SRVVibiliWieV Rf eYeU\da\ life aQd WR giYe hXPaQ beiQgV a cRQVWiWXWiRQ
b\ cRQVWiWXWiQg WheiU SRZeUV, if RQl\ aV gXideliQeV RU VXggeVWiRQV.

ThiV PeaQV WhaW Ze aUe XViQg Whe WeUP ¶PRPeQW· iQ a UaWheU
SaUWicXlaU Za\, Zhile VWill iQViVWiQg RQ iWV da\-WR-da\ XVage, aQd RQ
Whe facW WhaW ceUWaiQ ZRUdV iQ cRPPRQ XVage haYe a geQeUal,
deɹQable TXaliW\ RU SURSeUW\.

IQ da\-WR-da\ laQgXage, Whe ZRUd ¶PRPeQW· aQd Whe ZRUd ¶iQVWaQW·
aUe alPRVW iQWeUchaQgeable. HRZeYeU, WheUe iV a diVWiQcWiRQ beWZeeQ
WheP. WheQ Ze Va\ ¶IW ZaV aQ eQjR\able PRPeQW¬«·, fRU e[aPSle, iW
iPSlieV a ceUWaiQ leQgWh Rf WiPe, a YalXe, a QRVWalgia aQd Whe hRSe Rf



UeliYiQg WhaW PRPeQW RU SUeVeUYiQg iW aV a SUiYileged laSVe Rf WiPe,
ePbalPed iQ PePRU\. IW iV QRW jXVW aQ\ Rld iQVWaQW, QRU a ViPSle
eShePeUal aQd WUaQViWRU\ RQe.

IQ Whe HegeliaQ V\VWeP, Whe WeUP ¶PRPeQW· UeceiYeV VSecial
WUeaWPeQW.3 IW deVigQaWeV Whe PajRU ɹgXUeV Rf cRQVciRXVQeVV; each Rf
WheP (Whe cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf Whe PaVWeU aQd WhaW Rf Whe VlaYe iQ WheiU
PXWXal UelaWiRQV, Whe VWRiciVW RU VceSWical cRQVciRXVQeVV, Whe XQhaSS\
cRQVciRXVQeVV, eWc.) iV a momenW iQ Whe dialecWical aVceQW Rf Velf-
cRQVciRXVQeVV. EYeQ PRUe eVVeQWiall\, dialecWical moYemenW PaUkV Whe
WXUQiQg SRiQW Rf UealiW\ aQd Rf Whe cRQceSW: Whe fXQdaPeQWal
iQWeUYeQWiRQ Rf Whe QegaWiYe Zhich leadV WR diValieQaWiRQ bXW alVR WR
UeQeZed alieQaWiRQ, WR VXSeUVeVViRQ WhURXgh QegaWiRQ Rf QegaWiRQ,
bXW alVR WR QeZ VWageV iQ Whe SURceVV Rf becRPiQg aQd WR QeZ ɹgXUeV
Rf cRQVciRXVQeVV.

The HegeliaQ QRWiRQ VeePV WR haYe iQɻXeQced da\-WR-da\
laQgXage. Did aQ\RQe Walk abRXW Whe ¶hiVWRUical PRPeQW· befRUe
Hegel? DeɹQiWel\ QRW.

OXU XVe Rf Whe WeUP Zill be PRUe PRdeVW WhaQ Hegel·V, bXW
bURadeU. We ViWXaWe Whe ¶PRPeQW· aV a fXQcWiRQ Rf a hiVWRU\, Whe
hiVWRU\ Rf Whe iQdiYidXal. We cRQVideU WhaW XS WR a ceUWaiQ SRiQW
(YeU\ liPiWed, aQd aV \eW, WRR liPiWed) WhiV hiVWRU\ iV hiV RZQ cUeaWiYe
XQdeUWakiQg, aQd WhaW he UecRgQi]eV hiPVelf ZiWhiQ iW, eYeQ if iW iV iQ
a cRQfXVed Za\. MRUeRYeU, Whe hiVWRU\ Rf Whe iQdiYidXal iQ hiV
eYeU\da\ life caQQRW be VeSaUaWed fURP Whe VRcial VSheUe. NaUURZ
aQd liPiWed WhRXgh iW iV, iW iV SaUW Rf RWheU, bURadeU ZRUkV. HRZeYeU,
Whe WheRU\ Rf PRPeQWV SaUeQWheVi]eV WheVe iPSlicaWiRQV. Like all
WheRUieV, iW XVeV a jXVWiɹed abVWUacWiRQ WR iVRlaWe iWV RbjecW.
MRUeRYeU, iW e[aPiQeV Whe ¶PRPeQW· iQ geQeUal, aQd SaUWicXlaU
¶PRPeQWV· iQ WheiU UelaWiRQ ZiWh eYeU\da\ life. ThXV iW dReV QRW
SUeVXPe WR deɹQe WheP cRPSleWel\ RU e[haXVW WheP. TheUe aUe
RWheU VcieQceV aQd PeWhRdV Zhich cRXld VWXd\ WheVe ¶PRPeQWV·.

The PRPeQW iV a higheU fRUP Rf UeSeWiWiRQ, UeQeZal aQd
UeaSSeaUaQce, aQd Rf Whe UecRgQiWiRQ Rf ceUWaiQ deWeUPiQable
UelaWiRQV ZiWh RWheUQeVV (RU Whe RWheU) aQd ZiWh Whe Velf. CRPSaUed
ZiWh WhiV UelaWiYel\ SUiYileged fRUP Rf UeSeWiWiRQ, Whe RWheUV ZRXld
be QRWhiQg PRUe WhaQ UaZ PaWeUialV, QaPel\ Whe VXcceVViRQ Rf



iQVWaQWV, geVWXUeV aQd behaYiRXU, cRQVWaQW VWaWeV Zhich UeaSSeaU
afWeU beiQg iQWeUUXSWed RU VXVSeQded, RbjecWV RU ZRUkV, aQd ɹQall\,
V\PbRlV aQd aʃecWiYe VWeUeRW\SeV.

3 The constellation of moments

APRQg PRPeQWV, Ze Pa\ iQclXde lRYe, Sla\, UeVW, kQRZledge, eWc.
We caQQRW dUaZ XS a cRPSleWe liVW Rf WheP, becaXVe WheUe iV QRWhiQg
WR SUeYeQW Whe iQYeQWiRQ Rf QeZ PRPeQWV.

HRZ aQd Zh\ VhRXld Ze claVVif\ aQ\ SaUWicXlaU acWiYiW\ RU ¶VWaWe·
aV a PRPeQW? WhaW VhRXld RXU iQde[eV aQd cUiWeUia be?

a) The momenW is consWiWXWed b\ a choice Zhich singles iW oXW and
separaWes iW from a mXddle or a confXsion, i.e., from an iniWial ambigXiW\.
NaWXUal aQd VSRQWaQeRXV (aQiPal RU hXPaQ) life RʃeUV QRWhiQg bXW
aPbigXiW\. The VaPe iV WUXe fRU Whe aPRUShRXV PXddle Ze kQRZ aV
Whe eYeU\da\ iQ all iWV WUiYialiW\, ZheUe aQal\ViV diVceUQV Whe deWUiWXV
aQd Whe VeedV Rf eYeU\ SRVVibiliW\. MRPeQWV aUe WheUe iQ ePbU\RQic
fRUP, bXW iW iV diɽcXlW WR Pake WheP RXW ZiWh aQ\ claUiW\. AQd VR iW
iV iQ childhRRd aQd adRleVceQce, iQ gaPeV aQd iQ ZRUk, iQ Sla\iQg
aQd iQ lRYiQg. If Ze aUe WR SaUWicXlaUi]e ZRUk, fRU e[aPSle, be iW Rf a
PaWeUial RU iQWellecWXal QaWXUe, aQd if Ze aUe WR VSecif\ Whe eQWiUe VeW
Rf aWWiWXdeV, behaYiRXU SaWWeUQV aQd geVWXUeV iW gURXSV WRgeWheU, Ze
Zill Qeed a YeU\ VWUicW SedagRg\ aQd a gUeaW deal Rf eʃRUW. IQ a
ViPilaU Za\, aPRURXV Sla\fXlQeVV ² lighW-heaUWed chaW, ɻiUWaWiRQ,
WeaViQg cRQYeUVaWiRQV, SURYRcaWiRQ ² cRPeV befRUe lRYe iWVelf.
DiɽcXlW WR Sick RXW iQ all WhiV eTXiYRcal aQd PXddled aPbigXiW\,
Whe RQe ePeUgeV YeU\ VlRZl\ fURP Whe RWheU, aQd VRPeWiPeV QRW aW
all. UQWil VXch WiPe aV Ze caQ diVWiQgXiVh beWZeeQ lRYe aQd
Sla\fXlQeVV, WheUe caQ be QR lRYe, RU lRYe caQ be QR PRUe. LRYe haV
iWV VeUiRXV Vide. If iW Sla\V gaPeV, iW dRPiQaWeV WheP. IQ WhiV VeQVe,
lRYe iPSlieV Whe SURjecW Rf lRYe, Rf lRYiQg aQd Rf beiQg lRYed. IW
chRRVeV WR cRQVWiWXWe iWV PRPeQW. IW begiQV ZiWh aQ aWWePSW aW a
PRPeQW (aQd ZiWh Whe WePSWaWiRQ Rf Whe PRPeQW, diVWXUbiQg aQd
fUeTXeQWl\ UefXVed).



b) The momenW has a cerWain speciɹc dXraWion. RelaWiYel\ dXUable, iW
VWaQdV RXW fURP Whe cRQWiQXXP Rf WUaQViWRUieV ZiWhiQ Whe aPRUShRXV
UealP Rf Whe SV\che. IW ZaQWV WR eQdXUe. IW caQQRW eQdXUe (aW leaVW,
QRW fRU YeU\ lRQg). YeW WhiV iQQeU cRQWUadicWiRQ giYeV iW iWV iQWeQViW\,
Zhich UeacheV cUiViV SRiQW ZheQ Whe iQeYiWabiliW\ Rf iWV RZQ dePiVe
becRPeV fXll\ aSSaUeQW. The PaQQeU Rf iWV dXUaWiRQ PeaQV WhaW iW
caQQRW be bURXghW iQWR haUPRQ\ ZiWh cRQWiQXRXV eYRlXWiRQ, RU ZiWh
SXUe diVcRQWiQXiW\ (a VXddeQ PXWaWiRQ RU ¶UeYRlXWiRQ·). IW caQ RQl\
be deɹQed aV inYolXWion. EVVeQWiall\ presenW (aQ eVVeQWial PRdaliW\ Rf
presence), Whe PRPeQW haV a begiQQiQg, a fXlɹlPeQW aQd aQ eQd, a
UelaWiYel\ Zell-deɹQed VWaUW aQd ɹQiVh. IW haV a hiVWRU\: iWV RZQ¬«

AQd VR ¶lRYe· iV RQe SaUWicXlaU lRYe (Whe lRYe Rf RQe PaQ fRU RQe
ZRPaQ, RU Rf RQe ZRPaQ fRU RQe PaQ). AQd iW iV alVR Whe VXcceVViRQ
Rf lRYeV Rf RQe PaQ RU RQe ZRPaQ, aQd a VeUieV Rf aPRURXV SaVViRQV
iQ a bURadeU hiVWRU\, Whe hiVWRU\ Rf a faPil\, Rf a gURXS, Rf VRcieW\
(aQd ɹQall\, Rf Whe hXPaQ beiQg). The WeUP ¶PRPeQW· Zill be like a
digeVW Rf all Whe aQalRgieV aQd diʃeUeQceV iQYRlYed.

c) The momenW has iWs memor\. FRU Whe iQdiYidXal aQd fRU gURXSV,
PePRU\ iQ lRYe iV QRW Whe VaPe aV PePRU\ iQ kQRZledge RU iQ Sla\.
WheQ Ze eQWeU Whe PRPeQW Ze call XSRQ a SaUWicXlaUi]ed PePRU\
(Zhich dReV QRW e[clXde RWheU PePRUieV cRPSleWel\, bXW UelegaWeV
WheP WR a backgURXQd Rf ¶PiVcRQVciRXVQeVV· ZheUe Whe\ aUe
diVUegaUded). IW iV ZiWhiQ WhiV VSeciɹc PePRU\ WhaW Whe re-cogniWion
Rf Whe PRPeQW aQd iWV iPSlicaWiRQV aUe cUeaWed.

d) The momenW has iWs conWenW. IW dUaZV iW fURP cRQjXQcWXUeV iQ
PRUe-RU-leVV e[WeUQal ciUcXPVWaQceV, aQd iQcRUSRUaWeV iW. All Whe
cRQWeQW Rf PRPeQWV cRPeV fURP eYeU\da\ life aQd \eW eYeU\ PRPeQW
ePeUgeV fURP Whe eYeU\da\ life iQ Zhich iW gaWheUV iWV PaWeUialV RU
Whe PaWeUial iW QeedV. The RUigiQaliW\ Rf Whe PRPeQW cRPeV SaUWl\ ²
aQd RQl\ SaUWl\ ² fURP iWV ciUcXPVWaQWial cRQWeQW. RaWheU WhaQ
WeaUiQg iW, iW ZeaYeV iWVelf iQWR Whe fabUic Rf Whe eYeU\da\, aQd
WUaQVfRUPV iW (SaUWiall\ aQd ¶PRPeQWaUil\·, like aUW, like Whe ɹgXUe iQ
a caUSeW). IQ WhiV Za\ iW XVeV VRPeWhiQg iW iV QRW: VRPeWhiQg
haSSeQiQg clRVe b\, VRPeWhiQg cRQWiQgeQW aQd accideQWal. WiWh iWV
ciUcXPVWaQWial cRQWiQgeQcieV, aQd Zhile iW laVWV, Whe PRPeQW alVR haV
Whe Xrgenc\ of a command and a necessiW\. SR VRPeRQe ZhR PakeV XS



a gaPe fRU childUeQ RU fRU adXlWV Zill XVe ZhaWeYeU he haSSeQV WR
haYe aW haQd (RU RQ hiV liSV: ZheQ WheUe iV QRWhiQg elVe aYailable he
Zill Sla\ ZiWh ZRUdV).

e) EqXall\, Whe momenW has iWs form: Whe UXleV Rf Whe gaPe ² Whe
ceUePRQieV Rf lRYe, iWV ɹgXUeV aQd UiWXalV, aQd iWV V\PbRliVP ² Whe
Sace aQd SUiQciSleV Rf ZRUk fRU ZhReYeU iV ZRUkiQg, eWc. ThiV fRUP
iPSRVeV iWVelf iQ WiPe aQd iQ VSace. IW cUeaWeV a WiPe aQd a VSace
Zhich aUe bRWh RbjecWiYe (VRciall\ gRYeUQed) aQd VXbjecWiYe
(iQdiYidXal aQd iQWeUiQdiYidXal). IQ WhiV VeQVe, Whe PRPeQW QRW RQl\
haV a fRUP; iW ¶iV· WhiV fRUP aQd WhiV RUdeU iPSRVed RQ iWV ¶cRQWeQW·.

f) EYer\ momenW becomes an absolXWe. IW caQ eVWabliVh iWVelf aV aQ
abVRlXWe. IW iV eYeQ a dXW\ fRU iW WR dR VR. NRZ Ze caQQRW cRQceiYe Rf
Whe abVRlXWe, leW alRQe liYe iW. TheUefRUe Whe PRPeQW SURSRVeV iWVelf
aV Whe iPSRVVible. HeUe Ze aUe cRPiQg clRVe WR fXQdaPeQWal cUiWeUia.
WhaW lRYe ZRUWh\ Rf Whe QaPe dReV QRW ZaQW WR be XQiTXe aQd WRWal,
aQ iPSRVVible lRYe? If VRPeRQe haV QRW ZaQWed WhiV, if he haV QRW
UefXVed WR cRPSURPiVe fURP Whe PRPeQW he fell iQ lRYe, if he haV
QRW dUeaPed Rf Whe abVRlXWe, if he dReV QRW aVSiUe WR fXlɹl WhiV
dUeaP (WR be Whe ɹUVW PaQ WR dR VR) aQd WR achieYe WhiV fXlɹlPeQW
(WR be Whe ɹUVW PaQ, Whe RQl\ RQe WR dR VR) WheQ he iV QRW ZRUWh\ WR
be called a lRYeU. B\ aQalRg\, Sla\ PakeV Sla\eUV aQd Whe Sla\eU
WXUQV hiV gaPe iQWR aQ abVRlXWe: Whe aiP, Whe PeaQiQg Rf life. He
gaPbleV eYeU\WhiQg Zhich iV QRW SaUW Rf Whe gaPe. IW iV a ZageU fRU
UaQdRP ZiQQiQgV ² fRU Whe head\ WhUill Rf chaQce; hiV eQWiUe life
becRPeV a VWack Rf chiSV RQ Whe gaPbliQg Wable. WhReYeU ZaQWV
kQRZledge VacUiɹceV eYeU\WhiQg Zhich iV QRW kQRZledge iQ Whe
SXUVXiW Rf kQRZledge: eYeU\WhiQg becRPeV aQ RbjecW Rf kQRZledge
aQd a PeaQV Rf kQRZiQg Whe RbjecW iW iV SXUVXiQg. The PRPeQW iV
SaVViRQ aQd Whe iQe[RUable deVWUXcWiRQ aQd Velf-deVWUXcWiRQ Rf WhaW
SaVViRQ. The PRPeQW iV aQ iPSRVVible SRVVibiliW\, aiPed aW, deViUed
aQd chRVeQ aV VXch. TheQ ZhaW iV iPSRVVible iQ Whe eYeU\da\
becRPeV ZhaW iV SRVVible, eYeQ Whe UXle Rf iPSRVVibiliW\. AQd WhiV iV
ZheQ Whe ¶SRVVible/iPSRVVible· dialecWical PRYePeQW begiQV, ZiWh all
Whe cRQVeTXeQceV iW eQWailV.

g) DiValieQaWiQg iQ UelaWiRQ WR Whe WUiYialiW\ Rf eYeU\da\ life ² deeS
iQ Zhich iW iV fRUPed, bXW fURP Zhich iW ePeUgeV ² aQd iQ UelaWiRQ WR



Whe fUagPeQWed acWiYiWieV iW UiVeV abRYe, Whe PRPeQW becRPeV
alieQaWiRQ. PUeciVel\ becaXVe iW SURclaiPV iWVelf WR be aQ abVRlXWe, iW
SURYRkeV aQd deɹQeV a deWeUPiQed alieQaWiRQ: Whe PadQeVV (QRW
SaWhRlRgical, bXW RfWeQ YeUgiQg RQ deliUiXP) Rf Whe lRYeU, Whe
gaPbleU, Whe PaQ Rf WheRU\ deYRWed WR SXUe kQRZledge, Whe
RbVeVViYe ZRUkeU, eWc. ThiV VSeciɹc alieQaWiRQ caQ be claVViɹed aV
RQe Rf a PRUe geQeUal W\Se, Whe alieQaWiRQ Zhich WhUeaWeQV eYeU\
acWiYiW\ ZiWhiQ Whe YeU\ SURceVV Rf iWV accRPSliVhPeQW. IQ VR faU aV iW
iV alieQaWiQg aQd alieQaWed, Whe PRPeQW haV iWV VSeciɹc QegaWiYiW\. IW
iV deVWiQed WR fail, iW UXQV headlRQg WRZaUdV failXUe. EYeU\WhiQg
haSSeQV aV if he ² Whe PaQ ZhR haV chaQged hiV SaVViRQ iQWR a
¶ZRUld· ² ZaQWed WR fail. NegaWiYiW\ RSeUaWeV aW Whe heaUW Rf ZhaWeYeU
WUieV WR VWUXcWXUe aQd cRQVWiWXWe iWVelf iQWR a deɹQiWiYe ZhRle, aQd WR
cRPe WR a halW. IQeYiWabl\, QeceVViW\ aQd chaQce aUe deVWiQed WR
cRPe WRgeWheU aQd WR be VXSeUVeded, aQd fURP WhaW VXSeUVeVViRQ Whe
WUagic iV bRUQ. IQ RXU YieZ, Whe liQk beWZeeQ Whe WUagic aQd Whe
eYeU\da\ iV SURfRXQd; Whe WUagic WakeV VhaSe ZiWhiQ Whe eYeU\da\,
cRPeV iQWR beiQg iQ Whe eYeU\da\, aQd alZa\V UeWXUQV WR Whe
eYeU\da\: Whe WUagic iQiWial deciViRQ, Zhich cRQVWiWXWeV aQ abVRlXWe,
aQd SURclaiPV iW, Whe WUaged\ Rf heaUWbUeak, Rf alieQaWiRQ, Rf failXUe
aW Whe heaUW Rf fXlɹlPeQW, Rf Whe UeWXUQ WR Whe eYeU\da\ WR VWaUW Whe
SURceVV all RYeU agaiQ. ThiV iV hRZ Whe cRQWUadicWiRQ beWZeeQ
WUiYialiW\ aQd WUaged\ iV deWeUPiQed, aQd Ze aUe bRld eQRXgh WR Va\
WhaW iW caQ be RYeUcRPe, aQd WhaW Whe WheRU\ Rf PRPeQWV giYeV a
gliPSVe Rf iWV VXSeUVeVViRQ¬«

We iPagiQe VR-called ¶VSiUiWXal· life WR be like a cRQVWellaWiRQ, aQd
WhiV iV a V\PbRl Ze Zill delibeUaWel\ XVe. IQ Whe lighW, RU Whe half-
lighW, Rf Whe eYeU\da\, Whe cRQVWellaWiRQ Rf PRPeQWV caQQRW be VeeQ.
BXW ZheQ VRPeWhiQg diVWXUbiQg caVWV a VhadRZ RQ Whe eYeU\da\,
WhaW cRQVWellaWiRQ UiVeV RQ Whe hRUi]RQ. We each Rf XV chRRVe RXU
VWaU, fUeel\, bXW ZiWh Whe iPSUeVViRQ Rf aQ iUUeViVWible iQQeU QeceVViW\.
NR RQe iV fRUced WR chRRVe. TheUe iV QR aVWURlRgical e[SlaQaWiRQ fRU
Whe cRQVWellaWiRQ Rf PRPeQWV: fUeedRP haV QR hRURVcRSe. IQ WhiV da\
aQd age, eYeU\da\ life iV liW b\ falVe VXQV: PRUaliW\, Whe VWaWe,
ideRlRg\. The\ baWhe iW iQ a ShRQe\ lighW, aQd eYeQ ZRUVe, Whe\
lRZeU iW WR deSWhV ZheUe SRVVibiliWieV caQQRW be SeUceiYed, aQd keeS



iW WheUe. Sadl\, Whe VWaUV Rf ZhaW iV SRVVible VhiQe RQl\ aW QighW.
SRRQeU RU laWeU Whe eYeU\da\ PXVW daZQ, aQd Whe VXQV PXVW UiVe WR
WheiU ]eQiWh (iQclXdiQg Whe black VXQ Rf ePSW\ aQgXiVh). UQWil VXch
WiPe aV PaQkiQd haV WUaQVfRUPed WhiV lighW aQd WhiV daUkQeVV, VWaUV
Zill VhiQe RQl\ aW QighW.

SR-called ¶VSiUiWXal· life RʃeUV VeYeUal diʃeUeQW abVRlXWeV: VeYeUal
SaWhV WRZaUdV WRWali]aWiRQ, VeYeUal SaWhV WRZaUdV fXlɹlPeQW, iQ RWheU
ZRUdV, WRZaUdV failXUe. ThiV iV hRZ WhiQgV aUe. AQd XQWil WhiQgV
chaQge, PaQkiQd caQ dR QRWhiQg abRXW iW. If a PaQ ZaQWV WR be a
PaQ, WhiV iV hRZ he Zill cUeaWe hiPVelf, PRYiQg ahead aV faU aV he
caQ RQ RQe Rf WheVe SaWhV. SSiUiWXall\ VSeakiQg, he iV iQ a
¶cRQɹgXUaWiYe VSace·, ZiWh iWV giYeQ diPeQViRQV. HRZeYeU, WhiV
PaWhePaWical PeWaShRU hideV Whe WUXWh: Whe fUeedRP Zhich daZQV
eYeQ iQ Whe iQeYiWabiliW\ Rf WUaged\ aQd Whe Qeed fRU WUaged\.

NRQe Rf XV caQ eVcaSe WhiV dUaPa, ViQce abVeQce Rf WUaged\ iWVelf
cUeaWeV \eW aQRWheU dUaPaWic ViWXaWiRQ: Whe deVRlaWiRQ Rf eYeU\da\
life, ePSWiQeVV aQd eQQXi. AQd Whe PRPeQW? IW iV aQ iQdiYidXal aQd
fUeel\ celebUaWed feVWiYal, a WUagic feVWiYal, aQd WheUefRUe a geQXiQe
feVWiYal. The aiP iV QRW WR leW feVWiYalV die RXW RU diVaSSeaU beQeaWh
all WhaW iV SURVaic iQ Whe ZRUld. IW iV WR XQiWe FeVWiYal ZiWh eYeU\da\
life.

4 Deɹnition of the moment

We Zill call ¶MRPeQW· Whe aWWempW Wo achieYe Whe WoWal reali]aWion of a
possibiliW\. PRVVibiliW\ RʃeUV iWVelf; aQd iW UeYealV iWVelf. IW iV
deWeUPiQed aQd cRQVeTXeQWl\ iW iV liPiWed aQd SaUWial. TheUefRUe WR
ZiVh WR liYe iW aV a WRWaliW\ iV WR e[haXVW iW aV Zell aV WR fXlɹl iW. The
MRPeQW ZaQWV WR be fUeel\ WRWal; iW e[haXVWV iWVelf iQ Whe acW Rf beiQg
liYed. EYeU\ Ueali]aWiRQ aV a WRWaliW\ iPSlieV a cRQVWiWXWiYe acWiRQ, aQ
iQaXgXUal acW. SiPXlWaQeRXVl\, WhiV acW ViQgleV RXW a PeaQiQg, aQd
cUeaWeV WhaW PeaQiQg. IW VeWV XS a VWUXcWXUiQg agaiQVW Whe XQceUWaiQ
aQd WUaQViWRU\ backgURXQd Rf Whe eYeU\da\ (aQd UeYealV iW WR be aV
VXch: XQceUWaiQ aQd WUaQViWRU\, ZheUeaV befRUe iW aSSeaUed WR be
VRlidl\ aQd XQdRXbWedl\ ¶Ueal·).



CRXld WhiV deɹQiWiRQ (Zhich UefXVeV WR VeSaUaWe facW fURP YalXe,
ZiWh all Whe falVe SURblePV WhaW ZRXld cUeaWe) be philosophical? YeV
aQd QR. CRXld iW be aQ RQWRlRg\? IQ RQe VeQVe, \eV, aQd \eW Whe
¶beiQg· Zhich iV RQl\ UeYealed iQ ZhaW iV SRVVible dReV QRW
cRUUeVSRQd WR Whe ¶beiQg· giYeQ behiQd Whe acWXal RU ZiWhiQ Whe
acWXal aV SRViWed b\ claVVic RQWRlRg\. The WheRU\ XVeV cRQceSWV aQd
caWegRUieV elabRUaWed b\ ShilRVRSh\, bXW RXWVide Rf aQ\ V\VWeP aQd
aQ\ aWWePSW aW V\VWePaWi]aWiRQ. IW XVeV WheP SUXdeQWl\,
h\SRWheWicall\, Zhile cRQVciRXVl\ acceSWiQg a ceUWaiQ UiVk. IW aSSlieV
WheP WR SUa[iV: WR eYeU\da\ life, WR iQdiYidXal PaQ·V UelaWiRQ ZiWh
QaWXUe, VRcieW\ aQd Velf. The WheRU\ haV QR deViUe WR be e[clXViYe. IQ
QR UeVSecW dReV iW UXle RXW RWheU WheRUieV RU RWheU SeUVSecWiYeV. ISVR
facWR, iW aWWePSWV WR RSeQ aQ iQYeVWigaWiRQ Zhich ZRXld QR lRQgeU be
VWUicWl\ cRPSaUable ZiWh claVVic ShilRVRSh\, bXW Zhich ZRXld
QeYeUWheleVV cRQWiQXe iW. IW cRQceiYeV Rf a kiQd Rf WZRfRld cUiWical
aQd WRWali]iQg e[SeUieQce, aQd Rf a ¶SURgUaPPaWic· Zhich ZRXld QRW
be UedXced WR a dRgPaWiVP RU a SXUe SURblePaWic: Whe XQiWiQg Rf Whe
MRPeQW aQd Whe eYeU\da\, Rf SReWU\ aQd all WhaW iV SURVaic iQ Whe
ZRUld, iQ VhRUW, Rf FeVWiYal aQd RUdiQaU\ life, RQ a higheU SlaQe WhaQ
aQ\WhiQg Zhich haV hiWheUWR beeQ accRPSliVhed.

ThiV WheRU\ dReV QRW ɹW iQWR aQ\ ShilRVRShical caWegRU\ (aQd Whe
VaPe caQ be Vaid Rf Whe WheRU\ Rf Whe VePaQWic ɹeld). CRXld iW be aQ
e[isWenWialism? Yes, ViQce iW deVcUibeV aQd aQal\VeV fRUPV Rf e[iVWeQce,
aQd no, ViQce Ze cRXld alVR Va\ WhaW iW iV ¶eVVeQWialiVW·. IW cRPSUiVeV a
cUiWiTXe Rf e[iVWeQWialiVP aQd eVVeQWialiVP. We cRXld Va\ WhaW
PRPeQWV aUe jXVW aV PXch ¶eVVeQceV· aV Whe\ aUe aWWUibXWeV aQd
PRdaliWieV Rf ¶beiQg·, RU e[iVWeQWial e[SeUieQceV. FXUWheUPRUe Ze
ZRXld be haSSieU WalkiQg abRXW ¶SRZeUV· UaWheU WhaQ ¶eVVeQceV·,
Zhile PakiQg VXUe WR UePePbeU WhaW Whe WheRU\ haV a SUacWical gRal:
WR WUaQVfRUP WheVe SRZeUV, WheVe SaUWial WRWaliWieV Zhich aUe deVWiQed
WR fail, iQWR ¶VRPeWhiQg· XQfRUeVeeQ aQd QeZ, VRPeWhiQg geQXiQel\
WRWal, Zhich ZRXld RYeUcRPe Whe ¶WUiYialiW\/WUaged\· cRQWUadicWiRQ.

SiPilaUl\, Whe deVcUiSWiRQ Rf Whe ¶liYed· iQ Whe WheRU\ Rf PRPeQWV
cRXld be baSWi]ed aV ¶SheQRPeQRlRgical·. HRZeYeU, Ze haYe beeQ
YeU\ ZaU\ iQ RXU XVe Rf ¶SaUeQWheVi]iQg·, VR aV WR be VXUe WR UeiQVWaWe
aQ\WhiQg Zhich Ze Pa\ haYe momenWaril\ eliPiQaWed, aQd WR aYRid



UedXciQg Whe WRWaliW\ Rf Whe e[SeUieQce. OXU deVcUiSWiRQV aQd
aQal\ViV ZeUe diUecWed aW SUa[iV, aQd QRW aW cRQVciRXVQeVV SeU Ve. We
aUe dealiQg QRW ZiWh dRPaiQV RU UegiRQV, bXW ZiWh SRVVibiliWieV.

TR cRQclXde, leW XV Va\ WhaW Ze aUe deWeUPiQiQg a VWUXcWXUe Rf
SRVVibiliWieV aQd SURjecWV, Zhile aYRidiQg aQ\ VWUXcWXUaliVP b\ Zhich
acWiRQV cRXld be SUedeWeUPiQed.

IQ facW, iQ WhiV da\ aQd age, WheUe iV a YeU\ ZideVSUead
ShilRVRShiVP Zhich VeeV ShilRVRSh\ eYeU\ZheUe aQd QRZheUe, aQd
fRUceV iW iQWR iQVigQiɹcaQce. We Zill haYe QRWhiQg WR dR ZiWh iW, QRU
ZiWh Whe RQWRlRgical SUeVXPSWiRQ RU Whe illXViRQ Rf Whe PRVW geQeUal
(aQd Whe PRVW ¶QRQdeVcUiSW·) RbjecW.

If Ze PXVW ɹW Whe WheRU\ Rf PRPeQWV iQWR VRPe kiQd Rf
claVViɹcaWiRQ, Ze Zill Va\ WhaW iW haV a cRQWUibXWiRQ WR Pake WR aQ
anWhropolog\, bXW ZiWh WZR SURYiVRV: ɹUVW WhaW Ze dR QRW cRQfXVe WhiV
aQWhURSRlRg\ ZiWh a cXlWXUaliVP (Whe cXlWXUal deɹQiWiRQ Rf PaQ
RXWVide Rf QaWXUe aQd VSRQWaQeiW\), aQd VecRQd WhaW Ze dR QRW RPiW
Uadical cUiWiTXe Rf all VSeciali]aWiRQV, iQclXdiQg aQWhURSRlRg\. The
laWWeU Rbe\V a geQeUal UXle Zhich Ze haYe alUead\ fRUPXlaWed
a[iRPaWicall\: iQ Whe dRPaiQ Rf Whe VRcial VcieQceV, WheUe caQ be QR
kQRZledge ZiWhRXW a WZRfRld cUiWiTXe, ɹUVW Rf Whe UealiW\ Zhich PXVW
be RYeUcRPe, VecRQd Rf Whe kQRZledge alUead\ acTXiUed, alRQg ZiWh
Whe cRQceSWXal iPSlePeQWV QeceVVaU\ fRU Whe acTXiViWiRQ Rf fXUWheU
kQRZledge. AQd iQ Whe caVe Rf aQWhURSRlRg\, VXUel\ Whe daQgeU Rf
PakiQg dRgPaWic VWaWePeQWV (Zhich ZRXld RʃeU a liPiWed aQd
liPiWiQg deɹQiWiRQ Rf PaQ) iV gUeaWeU WhaQ iW iV elVeZheUe, aQd VXUel\
iWV cRQVeTXeQceV ZRXld be PXch PRUe VeUiRXV.

IQ aQ\ eYeQW, all WheVe cRQVideUaWiRQV aUe RQl\ Rf PaUgiQal
iPSRUWaQce. WhaW Ze Qeed iV a SUeciVe deɹQiWiRQ Zhich Zill allRZ
XV WR deYelRS RXU aQal\ViV Rf PRPeQWV.

5 An analytics of moments

SR each PRPeQW caQ be chaUacWeUi]ed iQ Whe fRllRZiQg Za\V: iW iV
perceiYed, siWXaWed and disWanced. AQd WhiV jXVW aV PXch iQ UelaWiRQ WR
aQRWheU PRPeQW aV iQ UelaWiRQ WR Whe eYeU\da\. HRZeYeU, Whe



UelaWiRQ Rf Whe PRPeQW WR Whe eYeU\da\ caQQRW be deWeUPiQed b\
e[WeUQaliW\ alRQe. The PRPeQW iV bRUQ Rf Whe eYeU\da\ aQd ZiWhiQ
Whe eYeU\da\. FURP heUe iW dUaZV iWV QRXUiVhPeQW aQd iWV VXbVWaQce;
aQd WhiV iV Whe RQl\ Za\ iW caQ deQ\ Whe eYeU\da\. IW iV iQ Whe
eYeU\da\ WhaW a SRVVibiliW\ becRPeV aSSaUeQW (be iW Sla\, ZRUk RU
lRYe, eWc.) iQ all iWV bUXWe VSRQWaQeiW\ aQd aPbigXiW\. IW iV eTXall\ iQ
Whe eYeU\da\ WhaW Whe iQaXgXUal deciViRQ iV Pade b\ Zhich Whe
PRPeQW begiQV aQd RSeQV RXW; WhiV deciViRQ SeUceiYeV a SRVVibiliW\,
chRRVeV iW fURP aPRQg RWheU SRVVibiliWieV, WakeV iW iQ chaUge aQd
becRPeV cRPPiWWed WR iW XQUeVeUYedl\. ThiV chRice iV alUead\ a
dUaPaWic RQe: aW Whe cUXcial SRiQW Rf deciViRQ, aW Whe heaUW Rf Whe
eYeU\da\, QRWhiQg iV cleaU. HRZ caQ Ze e[SecW VRPeWhiQg Zhich iV
blaWaQWl\ UelaWiYe aQd, eYeQ ZRUVe, aPbigXRXV, WR be abVRlXWe? WhaW
iV SRVVible aQd ZhaW iV iPSRVVible aUe QRW \eW SaUW Rf Whe cRQɻicW;
Whe\ aUe PeUged; WheUe aUe QR e[acW, SUedeWeUPiQed liPiWV Zhich
ZRXld eQable a deciViRQ RQ ZhaW iV SRVVible aQd ZhaW iV iPSRVVible.
OQce Whe chRice haV beeQ Pade, Ze Vee WhaW Whe ¶VXbjecW· ZiVheV
VRPeWhiQg Zhich iV iPSRVVible iQ WeUPV Rf Whe eYeU\da\; bXW Whe facW
Rf PakiQg a deciViRQ chaQgeV ZhaW ZaV a diVWaQW iPSRVVibiliW\ iQWR
aQ iPPiQeQW SRVVibiliW\. FRU Whe SaVViRQaWe feeliQg Zhich haV QRZ
beeQ aURXVed, ZhaW iV iPSRVVible iV SUeciVel\ a cUiWeUiRQ fRU
SRVVibiliW\: iW ZaQWV Whe iPSRVVible, iW UiVkV Whe SRVVible WR aWWaiQ aQ
iPSRVVible Zhich aW ɹUVW VeePed be\RQd Whe bRXQdV Rf UiVk aQd
chaQce. EʃecWiYel\, ZheQ a deciViRQ iV Pade iW SXVheV back Whe
bRXQdaUieV Rf iPSRVVibiliW\. IQ WhiV VeQVe, deciViRQ aVVXPeV Whe UiVk
Rf failXUe cRPSleWel\, bXW iW UXQV aQRWheU UiVk fRU Zhich iW WakeV fXll
aQd fUee UeVSRQVibiliW\ (ZiWh Whe RbVcXUe bXW deeS-URRWed idea WhaW
b\ chaQce RU b\ Zill-SRZeU iW Zill aYRid iW), aQd WhaW iV Whe UiVk Rf
WeUPiQal failXUe, ZheQ Whe PRPeQW·V PagQiɹceQW WUajecWRU\ Zill be
bURXghW WR aQ eQd. DeciViRQ UefXVeV Whe iQiWial failXUe, ZheUeb\ Whe
aWWePSW iV abRUWed aQd caUicaWXUed. SR iQ Whe PRPeQW, Whe iQVWaQW Rf
gUeaWeVW iPSRUWaQce iV Whe iQVWaQW Rf failXUe. The dUaPa iV ViWXaWed
ZiWhiQ WhaW iQVWaQW Rf failXUe: iW iV Whe ePeUgeQce fURP Whe eYeU\da\
RU cRllaSVe RQ failiQg WR ePeUge, iW iV a caUicaWXUe RU a WUaged\, a
VXcceVVfXl feVWiYal RU a dXbiRXV ceUePRQ\. IQ VR faU aV iW iV iQheUeQW
WR Whe PRPeQW, WR iWV gRal, WR iWV PadQeVV aQd iWV gUaQdeXU, failXUe



PXVW be cRQVideUed aV WerminXs ad qXem aQd QRW aV WerminXs a qXo. If
Ze aUe WR XQdeUVWaQd aQd Pake a jXdgePeQW, Ze PXVW VWaUW QRW fURP
Whe failXUe iWVelf, bXW fURP Whe eQdeaYRXU Zhich leadV WR iW. If WheUe
iV a UiVe aQd a fall, a begiQQiQg aQd aQ eQd, Whe WUagic iV RPQiSUeVeQW
iQ Whe geQXiQe PRPeQW. IWV fXlɹlPeQW iV iWV lRVV. OQce agaiQ Ze aUe
faced ZiWh Whe dialecWical PRYePeQW Rf ¶WRWali]aWiRQ/QegaWiYiW\· RU
¶alieQaWiRQ/diValieQWaWiRQ/UealieQaWiRQ·.

The PRPeQW iV QRW e[acWl\ Whe VaPe aV a ¶ViWXaWiRQ·. The UeVXlW Rf
a deciViRQ aQd a chRice ² Rf aQ eQdeaYRXU ² Whe PRPeQW cUeaWeV
ViWXaWiRQV. BecaXVe iW eʃecWiYel\ liQkV WheP WRgeWheU, iQ iWV caSaciW\
aV a geQeUal WeUP, iW VXPV WheP XS aQd cRQdeQVeV WheP. FURP WheQ
RQ Whe\ aUe QR lRQgeU e[SeUieQced iQ ¶liYed· baQaliW\, bXW aUe WakeQ
iQ chaUge aW Whe heaUW Rf ¶liYiQg·. We caQ aWWePSW WR deɹQe Whe
UelaWiRQ beWZeeQ Whe PRPeQW aQd Whe ¶ViWXaWiRQ· b\ VWaUWiQg ZiWh Whe
diʃeUeQce beWZeeQ ¶cRQjXQcWXUe· aQd ¶VWUXcWXUe·. The cRQjXQcWXUe iV
almosW Whe ViWXaWiRQ, aQd Whe PRPeQW iV almosW Whe VWUXcWXUe.
HRZeYeU, iQ a cRQjXQcWXUe, WheUe iV leVV WhaQ Whe ViWXaWiRQ, aQd iQ
Whe PRPeQW WheUe iV PRUe WhaQ a VWUXcWXUe. The cRQVciRXV beiQg ¶iQ
ViWXaWiRQ· iV SUe\ WR aQ e[WeUQal cRQjXQcWXUe iQWR Zhich he PXVW
iQVeUW hiPVelf. AV VRRQ he aWWePSWV a PRPeQW, he iV delibeUaWel\
WXUQiQg hiV ViWXaWiRQ iQWR a UiVk: a VeUieV Zhich fURP Whe VWaUW
QeceVVaUil\ iQYRlYeV aUWicXlaWiRQV iQ WiPe aQd VSace, aQ RUdeU aQd a
fRUP iPSRVed RQ Whe elePeQWV Zhich haYe beeQ WakeQ fURP Whe
cRQjXQcWXUe. AQd WhiV iV ZhaW SURSeUl\ aQd VSeciɹcall\ cRQVWiWXWeV
Whe ViWXaWiRQ. OQce PRUe Ze aUe faced ZiWh Whe cRQceSW Rf Whe
aUWicXlaWed, iQQeU SURceVV Rf becRPiQg, WeQdiQg WRZaUdV a VSeciɹc
eQd RXWVide Whe geQeUal SURceVV Rf becRPiQg, aQd cRQVWiWXWed b\ a
fRUP Zhich haV beeQ fUeel\ deYelRSed. IW iV a SRVVibiliW\ Zhich haV
beeQ WakeQ RYeU aQd Zhich Zill giYe a SaUWicXlaUl\ iQWeQVe aQd liYed
SUeVeQW PRPeQW. IW Zill iQiWiall\ Wake a fRUP Zhich iV aV \eW deSUiYed
Rf cRQWeQW (e.g., ceUePRQ\, UiWXal, UXleV Rf Whe gaPe, SUiQciSleV Rf
Whe acWiYiW\, eWc.). DeciViRQ giYeV WhiV fRUP iWV cRQWeQW, aQd WhiV iQ
WXUQ cUeaWeV a ViWXaWiRQ.

The PRPeQW cRPPeQceV aQd Ue-cRPPeQceV. IW WakeV XS Whe
SUeYiRXV PRPeQW agaiQ (Whe same PRPeQW), UeiQYeVWV iWV fRUP aQd
cRQWiQXeV iW afWeU aQ iQWeUUXSWiRQ. ThiV iV Whe fRUP iQ Zhich iW



XQfRldV: UiWXal, ceUePRQ\ aQd QeceVVaU\ VXcceVViRQ. ThXV PRPeQWV
leQd WhePVelYeV WR fRUPaliVPV (Rf lRYe, Rf Sla\, eWc.), bXW if eYeU
fRUPaliVP WUiXPShV, Whe PRPeQW Zill haYe diVaSSeaUed. WheQ Whe
PRPeQW cRPeV WR aQ eQd, WheUe iV a bUeak. IQ WhiV VeQVe, Whe WheRU\
Rf PRPeQWV UejecWV bRWh aPbigXiW\ aQd all ShilRVRShieV Rf
aPbigXiW\, aQd fRUPaliVPV aQd all ideRlRgieV Rf SXUe fRUP (Zhile
UeVeUYiQg a Slace fRU WheP).

Like WiPe, Whe PRPeQW UeRUgaQi]eV VXUURXQdiQg VSace: aʃecWiYe
VSace ² a VSace iQhabiWed b\ V\PbRlV Zhich haYe beeQ UeWaiQed aQd
chaQged iQWR adRSWed WhePeV (b\ lRYe, b\ Sla\, b\ kQRZledge, eWc.).
The VSace Rf Whe PRPeQW, like WiPe, iV clRVed Rʃ b\ cRQVWiWXWiYe
deciViRQV. AQ\WhiQg Zhich caQQRW be iQclXded iV chaVed aZa\.

CRXld conWemplaWion be a PRPeQW? ThiV caQ be aUgXed fRU aQd
agaiQVW. TheUe aUe a QXPbeU Rf ShilRVRShical V\VWePV Zhich iPSl\
WhaW iW iV, RU SRViW iW aV VXch. PeUhaSV all ShilRVRSh\ iV aQ aWWePSW WR
Pake cRQWePSlaWiRQ a PRPeQW. If WhiV iV VR, Ze cRXld deɹQe
ShilRVRSh\ aV Whe delibeUaWe VWUXcWXUiQg Rf Whe liYed ZiWhiQ
cRQWePSlaWiRQ, Zhich iW iQYeVWV ZiWh YalXe aQd facWXaliW\,
VSRQWaQeiW\ aQd cXlWXUe. AV Ze kQRZ RQl\ WRR Zell, a deɹQiWiRQ VXch
aV WhiV UeQdeUV ShilRVRSh\ XQYiable. DR PRPeQWV die? PURbabl\. If
VR, cRQWePSlaWiRQ ZRXld be a dead PRPeQW.

AV fRU Whe look, iW iV ceUWaiQl\ QRW a PRPeQW. TR cRQVWiWXWe RQeVelf
aV SXUe glaQce, WR aWWePSW Whe glaQce aV a PRPeQW, WR lRRk ZiWh
cleaU-VighWedQeVV (bXW aW ZhaW? ² aW eYeU\da\ life, aQd ɹUVW aQd
fRUePRVW Whe eYeU\da\ life Rf RWheU SeRSle), iV RbYiRXVl\ WempWing.
SiQce iW iV a SUacWical aQd VRcial facW, iQYRlYiQg aQ iPSRUWaQW VeQVRU\
RUgaQ aQd a fRUP, lRRkiQg VeePV caSable Rf VXch aQ XQdeUWakiQg.
SiQce Whe Ve[ RUgaQ iV caSable Rf adYeQWXUe, Zh\ QRW Whe e\eV? OQce
Whe deciViRQ iV WakeQ, Ze becRPe SXUe lRRk, cleaU aQd cleaU-VighWed:
claiUYR\aQW aQd YR\eXU. We dUaZ VWUeQgWh aQd iQWeUeVW fURP Whe facW
WhaW Ze aUe RXWVide ZhaW iQWeUeVWV SeRSle iQ WheiU eYeU\da\ liYeV.
ThiV iV dRRPed WR fail fURP Whe RXWVeW, bXW WhiV WiPe Whe failXUe iV QRW
WUagic, iW iV cRPic. The SXUe, diVePbRdied glaQce Zhich iV VR
SeUceSWiYe WhaW iW SeQeWUaWeV (RU WhiQkV iW SeQeWUaWeV) Whe ɻeVh Rf
RWheU SeRSle iV RQe Rf Whe gUeaW cRPedieV Rf RXU age. PeQeWUaWiQg
aQd SeUceSWiYe ² VXbjecWiYel\ ² WhiV glaQce iV aQ RbjecWiYe feaWXUe Rf



a ZRUld ZheUe eYeU\WhiQg becRPeV a VSecWacle fRU eYeU\RQe, ZiWhRXW
aQ\ liYiQg SaUWiciSaWiRQ. BXW Whe SXUe glaQce iV XQaZaUe Rf WhiV
ViWXaWiRQ. IWV RZQ bliQdQeVV cRQdePQV iW. IW VeePV WhaW iQ
cRQWePSRUaU\ ShilRVRSh\ WheUe iV a SeUSeWXal aQd eYeU-aPbigXRXV
VeeVaZiQg beWZeeQ lRRkiQg aQd kQRZiQg. SXch aQ aPbigXRXV
Pi[WXUe Rf eʃecWiYe kQRZledge aQd ¶SXUe· glaQce VeePV XQVWable,
XQWeQable aQd XQbeaUable. IQ Whe SeUiRd ZheQ ShilRVRSh\ iV
ZiWheUiQg aZa\, cRXld QRW ShilRVRSh\ be Whe BeaXWifXl SRXl Rf
PRdeUQ WiPeV?

WiWh iWV YaUiRXV RVcillaWiRQV aQd cRPSeQVaWiRQV, WhiV VeeVaZiQg
PRYePeQW beWZeeQ lRRkiQg aQd kQRZiQg caUicaWXUeV aQcieQW
cRQWePSlaWiRQ, Zhich liYed aQd died. LRRkiQg caQQRW hRSe WR
cRQVWiWXWe RU ¶fRXQd· a PRPeQW. IW deVWUR\V iWVelf fURP Whe RXWVeW,
aQd iWV SRVVibiliW\ iV VheeU illXViRQ.

We Zill QRW eYeQ aVk ZheWheU faWheUhRRd, PRWheUhRRd,
fUieQdVhiS, deceQc\, eWc., caQ cRQVWiWXWe PRPeQWV. TheVe aUe YiUWXeV
aQd TXaliWieV Zhich caQ eQcRXUage eQdeaYRXUV aQd ViWXaWiRQV. AV iQ
Whe caVe Rf Whe SXUe glaQce, Whe eQdeaYRXU cRllaSVeV befRUe iW eYeQ
VWaUWV, aQd VRPeWiPeV eYeQ PRUe UidicXlRXVl\. AQd VR WheUe iV QRW aQ
XQliPiWed RU iQdeɹQiWe QXPbeU Rf PRPeQWV.

AW Whe VaPe WiPe, Ze caQQRW ZiVh Whe liVW Rf PRPeQWV WR be
e[haXVWiYe. WeUe Ze able WR cRPSleWe iW, Ze ZRXld be chaQgiQg Whe
WheRU\ iQWR a V\VWeP. MRPeQWV aUe PRUWal WRR, aQd aV VXch, Whe\ aUe
bRUQ, Whe\ liYe aQd Whe\ SaVV aZa\. TheUe iV URRP QRW RQl\ fRU
fUeedRP, a liPiWed fUeedRP bXW a Ueal RQe (Zhich cRPeV iQWR beiQg
b\ VWUXcWXUiQg, deVWUXcWXUiQg RU UeVWUXcWXUiQg eYeU\da\ life), bXW fRU
iQYeQWiYeQeVV aQd diVcRYeU\. IQ WhiV da\ aQd age Ze aUe ZiWQeVViQg
Whe fRUPaWiRQ Rf a PRPeQW: resW. WiWh PaQ\ aPbigXiWieV (QRQ-ZRUk,
leiVXUe) aQd PaQ\ ideRlRgieV aQd WechQiTXeV (VXch aV ¶Uela[aWiRQ·, RU
¶aXWRgeQic WUaiQiQg·), PRdeUQ PaQ ² becaXVe he QeedV WR ² iV PakiQg
aQ eʃRUW WR liYe UeVW aV a WRWaliW\ iQ iWVelf, i.e., aV a PRPeQW. US XQWil
QRZ, YeU\ liWWle diVWiQcWiRQ XVed WR be Pade beWZeeQ UeVW RQ Whe RQe
haQd aQd Sla\ aQd eYeU\da\ life RXWVide ZRUk RQ Whe RWheU.

We caQ deɹQe jXsWice bRWh aV a YiUWXe aQd aV aQ iQVWiWXWiRQ. We
cRXld Vee iW aV a PRPeQW if Ze ZeUe WR UeVWUicW RU bURadeQ Whe
cRQceSW WR eQcRPSaVV ZhaW haSSeQV iQ Whe eYeU\da\ aQd iQ



iQdiYidXal cRQVciRXVQeVV (Whe cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf Whe VRcial iQdiYidXal).
The PRPeQW iV cRQVWiWXWed b\ Whe SRVVibiliW\ Rf aQ acW: iQ WhiV caVe,
Whe acW Rf jXdgePeQW. IW iV aQ acWiRQ Zhich QeYeU VWRSV. We aUe
alZa\V PakiQg jXdgePeQWV. AQd WheVe jXdgePeQWV aUe alZa\V bad;
Ze kQRZ Whe\ aUe, aQd Ze kQRZ WhaW Whe\ aUe SUejXdiced aQd
XQVafe, aQd eYeQ WhaW Ze haYe QR UighW WR Pake WheP iQ Whe ɹUVW
Slace. IQ SUacWical WeUPV, WhiV acW iV WhXV bRWh SRVVible aQd
iPSRVVible, aQd Ze WU\ WR liYe iW aV a WRWaliW\. SiQce iW WakeV iWV
elePeQWV fURP eYeU\da\ life, aQd ViQce iW WUieV WR aVVeVV iW, iW dReV QRW
acceSW iW SXUel\ aQd ViPSl\ fRU ZhaW iW iV.

AQd VR a UiWXal iV SURclaiPed, a ceUePRQ\, i.e., a fRUP, aQd iQ
e[WUePe caVeV a fRUPaliVP. WhReYeU jXdgeV, iQ RWheU ZRUdV,
ZhReYeU ZiVheV WR jXdge, sXmmons acWiRQV aQd eYeQWV, fURP hiV RZQ
life aQd fURP Whe life Rf RWheUV (iQWR Zhich he eQWeUV WR aQ
XQZaUUaQWed degUee). HiV PiQd becRPeV UiWXali]ed, aQd iW dRQV Whe
Uegalia Rf Whe cRXUWURRP. The bill Rf iQdicWPeQW SUeVeQWV SaVViRQV
aQd SaVW deedV WR Whe cRXUW aV SURRf iQ WheVe cUiPiQal SURceediQgV.
WhReYeU iV ViWWiQg iQ jXdgePeQW haV gUaQWed hiPVelf Whe SRZeU WR dR
VR. Self-aSSRiQWed, he sXmmons Whe ZiWQeVVeV. He condXcWs Whe
prosecXWion, i.e., he iQYeVWigaWeV Whe ciUcXPVWaQceV aQd Whe
PRWiYaWiRQ Rf acWiRQV (aQd XVXall\ lRVeV WUack Rf WheP). He heaUV Whe
eYideQce Rf Whe YaUiRXV ZiWQeVVeV. FiQall\, he giYes his YerdicW; he
SaVVeV jXdgePeQW, bXW QeYeU dReV VR ZiWhRXW appealing WR higheU
aXWhRUiWieV (Zhich dR QRW e[iVW, ViQce he alRQe haV decided WR SaVV
jXdgePeQW).

IW iV eaV\ WR QRWice Whe ViPilaUiW\ beWZeeQ Whe iQQeU ceUePRQ\ Rf
Whe YiUWXRXV PiQd, aQd Whe highl\ e[WeUQali]ed fRUPaliVP Rf jXVWice
aV aQ iQVWiWXWiRQ. AQd VR Whe ¶YiUWXe RU iQVWiWXWiRQ· dilePPa iV a falVe
RQe, aQd Whe WheRU\ Rf PRPeQWV UeVRlYeV iW.

The WheRU\ allRZV XV WR XQdeUVWaQd hRZ aQd Zh\ jXVWice becRPeV
aQ absolXWe fURP Whe PRPeQW iW iV cRQceiYed. WhReYeU lRYeV jXVWice
aQd ZaQWV jXVWice ² Whe JXVW MaQ ² ZaQWV QRWhiQg bXW jXVWice, aQd he
jXdgeV eYeU\WhiQg accRUdiQg WR jXVWice. AQd \eW he QeYeU PaQageV WR
deɹQe iW, leW alRQe Ueali]e iW. He deWeUPiQeV jXVWice accRUdiQg WR
ZhaW iV jXVW, aQd ZhaW iV jXVW accRUdiQg WR jXVWice. IQ WhiV Za\ he
laSVeV iQWR a VSeciɹc alieQaWiRQ, Whe alieQaWiRQ Rf Whe PRUal



cRQVciRXVQeVV Zhich aVSiUeV WR be abVRlXWe. TR SXW iW aQRWheU Za\,
jXVWice aV Whe gRal Rf acWiRQ (aQd ShilRVRSheUV ɹ[ed WhiV gRal fRU Whe
ZRUWhieVW acWiRQV Rf PaQkiQd) SUeVXSSRVeV aQ acWiRQ Zhich gReV faU
be\RQd WhaW gRal aQd Zhich iV iQVSiUed b\ RWheU PRWiYeV. JXVWice
caQQRW be Ueali]ed, RU eYeQ begiQ WR be Ueali]ed, b\ iWV RZQ SRZeUV
alRQe. IWV Ueali]aWiRQ iPSlieV iWV VXSSUeVViRQ aQd iWV VXSeUVeVViRQ.

TheUefRUe Whe PRPeQW Rf jXVWice haV iWV alieQaWiRQ aQd iWV RZQ
QegaWiYiW\. IW UefeUV XV WR Whe SXSUePe JXdge ZhR ZRXld jXVWif\
jXVWice aQd Ueali]e iW, ZhR iV alZa\V eYRked aQd alZa\V abVeQW. He
PaiQWaiQV Whe SRZeUfXl aQd beaXWifXl iPage Rf Whe LaVW JXdgePeQW,
Zhich ZRXld alVR be Whe PRPeQW ZheQ Whe ZRUld iV deVWUR\ed
(¶pereaW mXndXs, ɹaW jXsWicia·). OQce Ze begiQ WR jXdge, Ze QeYeU
VWRS. HRZ caQ Ze QRW jXdge? AQd \eW: ¶JXdge QRW leVW \e be jXdged.·
OQl\ Whe ɹQal, VXSUePe jXdge, Whe XlWiPaWe aXWhRUiW\, haV Whe UighW
WR jXdge.

Like aQ eYeU-VRXghW aQd eYeU-iQacceVVible abVRlXWe, Whe PRPeQW Rf
jXVWice RbVeVVeV RXU eUa. HeQce Whe ɹ[aWiRQ ZiWh WUialV Zhich iV VXch
a feaWXUe Rf cRQWePSRUaU\ aUW (iQ Kafka, BUechW, aQd TXiWe a QXPbeU
Rf ɹlPV, eWc.).

We Zill UeWXUQ WR Whe SURbleP, bXW fRU Whe WiPe beiQg Ze Zill QRW
iQclXde aUW RU aQ\ acWiYiW\ Zhich cUeaWeV aeVWheWic ZRUkV aPRQg
PRPeQWV. PURYiViRQall\, Ze Zill UeVeUYe Whe WeUP fRU WhRVe acWiYiWieV
Zhich aUe XQdeUWakeQ iQ Whe liYed aQd Zhich dR QRW SURdXce aQ
e[WeUQal RbjecW.

6 Moments and the everyday

We haYe VWill QRW iVRlaWed aQd deɹQed WhiV UelaWiRQ cRPSleWel\.
MRPeQWV Pake a cUiWiTXe ² b\ WheiU acWiRQV ² Rf eYeU\da\ life, aQd
Whe eYeU\da\ PakeV a cUiWiTXe ² b\ iWV facWXaliW\ ² Rf SaUR[\VPal
PRPeQWV. We haYe QRW \eW e[haXVWed WhiV UeciSURciW\.

The PRPeQW caQQRW be deɹQed b\ Whe eYeU\da\ RU ZiWhiQ iW, bXW
QRU caQ iW be deɹQed b\ ZhaW iV e[ceSWiRQal aQd e[WeUQal WR Whe
eYeU\da\. IW giYeV Whe eYeU\da\ a ceUWaiQ VhaSe, bXW WakeQ SeU Ve aQd
e[WUaSRlaWed fURP WhaW cRQWe[W, WhiV VhaSe iV ePSW\. The PRPeQW



iPSRVeV aQ RUdeU RQ Whe chaRV Rf aPbigXiW\, bXW WakeQ SeU Ve WhiV
RUdeU iV iQeʃecWXal aQd SRiQWleVV. The PRPeQW dReV QRW aSSeaU
ViPSl\ aQ\ZheUe, aW jXVW aQ\ WiPe. IW iV a feVWiYal, iW iV a PaUYel, bXW
iW iV QRW a PiUacle. IW haV iWV PRWiYeV, aQd ZiWhRXW WhRVe PRWiYeV iW
Zill QRW iQWeUYeQe iQ Whe eYeU\da\. FeVWiYal RQl\ PakeV VeQVe ZheQ
iWV bUilliaQce lighWV XS Whe Vad hiQWeUlaQd Rf eYeU\da\ dXllQeVV, aQd
ZheQ iW XVeV XS, iQ RQe ViQgle PRPeQW, all iW haV SaWieQWl\ aQd
VRbeUl\ accXPXlaWed.

AQd VR Whe eYeU\da\ caQQRW be UedXced WR ¶ePSW\ PRPeQWV·, eYeQ
WhRXgh iW iV XQable WR gUaVS Whe e[ciWiQg UiVkV PRPeQWV SURSRVe.
EYeU\da\ life iV a leYel ZiWhiQ WRWaliW\ aQd fRU WhiV UeaVRQ iW iV deQied
WRWaliW\, aQd iW iV XQable WR cRPSUeheQd acWiRQV Zhich XQfRld aV
WRWaliWieV. The\ Slace WhePVelYeV aSaUW fURP eYeU\da\ life; RU UaWheU,
Whe\ WU\ WR liYe aSaUW, aQd WhiV iV SUeciVel\ hRZ Whe\ PiVcaUU\, iQ all
WheiU VSleQdRXU. ThXV PRPeQWV SUeVeQW WhePVelYeV aV dXSlicaWeV Rf
eYeU\da\ life, PagQiɹed WR WUagic diPeQViRQV.4 IQ WhiV Za\ ² b\
cUiWiTXe ² Ze caQ XQdeUVWaQd LXkicV·V Zell-kQRZQ VWaWePeQWV (abRXW
¶Whe aQaUch\ aQd Whe chiaURVcXUR Rf eYeU\da\ life·) RU HXVVeUl·V
cRPPeQWV (RQ HeUacliWiaQ ɻX[ aQd Whe fRUPleVVQeVV Rf Whe ¶liYed·),
Zhile QeYeUWheleVV aYRidiQg SUiYilegiQg aUW RU ShilRVRSh\. TheUe aUe
PeQ ZhR aUe QRW aUWiVWV aQd QRW ShilRVRSheUV, bXW ZhR QeYeUWheleVV
ePeUge abRYe Whe eYeU\da\, iQ WheiU RZQ eYeU\da\ liYeV, becaXVe
Whe\ e[SeUieQce PRPeQWV: lRYe, ZRUk, Sla\, eWc.

All WhaW VSRQWaQeRXV life caQ RʃeU iV PXddle aQd cRQfXViRQ:
kQRZledge, acWiRQ, Sla\ RU lRYe. The PaQ Rf cXlWXUe WeQdV WR ViQgle
RXW Whe elePeQWV RU ¶fRUPaQWV· fURP ZhaW iV giYeQ aV a Pi[WXUe Rf
VSRQWaQeRXV YiWaliW\, aQd WR XVe WheP WR cRQVWiWXWe PRPeQWV.
FXUWheUPRUe he WeQdV WR XQif\ ZhaW iV giYeQ WR VSRQWaQeRXV
cRQVciRXVQeVV aV diVcUeWe elePeQWV (life aQd deaWh, YiWaliW\ aQd Whe
WUaged\ Rf failXUe). ThXV, accRUdiQg WR Whe WheRU\ Rf PRPeQWV,
cXlWXUe dReV QRW deWach iWVelf fURP QaWXUe, QRU dReV iW VXSeUiPSRVe
iWVelf XSRQ iW. CXlWXUe VelecWV, iW PakeV diVWiQcWiRQV (VRPeWiPeV iQ aQ
e[aggeUaWed Za\, VeSaUaWiQg aQd iVRlaWiQg Whe elePeQWV iW ZiVheV WR
XVe WR VXch a degUee WhaW aQ\ fXUWheU deYelRSPeQW becRPeV
iPSRVVible), aQd WheQ iW XQiɹeV. IW iV iQ eYeU\da\ life WhaW WhiV
SaiQVWakiQg labRXU Rf VelecWiRQ aQd XQiɹcaWiRQ XQfRldV. EYeU\da\



life iV Whe QaWiYe VRil iQ Zhich Whe PRPeQW geUPiQaWeV aQd WakeV
URRW.

NaWXUe aSSeaUV WR XV like a gigaQWic ZaVWage Rf beiQgV aQd fRUPV,
like a fUeQ]\ Rf cUeaWiRQ aQd deVWUXcWiRQ. OXWUageRXVl\ Sla\fXl,
iPPeaVXUabl\ WUagic, iWV failXUeV, PRQVWURViWieV, abRUWiRQV aQd
VXcceVVeV aUe iQcalcXlable. (AQd ZhR kQRZV, SeUhaSV VXcceVVeV aUe
PeUel\ PRQVWURViWieV Zhich chaQce haV VPiled XSRQ.)

EYeU\da\ life alUead\ iPSRVeV a ceUWaiQ RUdeU iQ all WhiV chaRV, a
ceUWaiQ ecRQRP\ iQ all WhiV SURɻigac\. CRPSaUed ZiWh VR-called
¶higheU· aQd VSeciali]ed acWiYiWieV, aQd cRPSaUed WR PRPeQWV, Whe
eYeU\da\ aSSeaUV aV aPbigXRXV aV iW dReV WUiYial. AQd \eW iW iV Whe
VSRQWaQeiW\ QRbRd\ caQ dR ZiWhRXW. AQd \eW, cRPSaUed ZiWh QaWXUe,
iW iV alUead\ PRUe RUdeUed aQd PRUe beaXWifXl, aQd PRUe ecRQRPical
ZiWh iWV PeaQV aQd iWV eQdV.

UQPediaWed aQd eQdXUed b\ WhRVe ZhR liYe iW, Whe eYeU\da\ acWV
aV PediaWRU beWZeeQ QaWXUe aQd cXlWXUe. The falVe lighW Zhich
baWheV iW gURZV diP aQd iV RXWVhRQe b\ Whe WUXe claUiW\ Rf cUiWiTXe.
AW Whe VaPe WiPe, iWV aSSaUeQW VRlidiW\ bXUVWV aVXQdeU WR UeYeal iW aV
Whe SRiQW ZheUe QaWXUe aQd cXlWXUe cRPe WRgeWheU. CXlWXUe, Zhich
SeUSeWXaWeV WhiV ViWXaWiRQ, iV diVPaQWled WheRUeWicall\, aQd QaWXUe
UegaiQV iWV VWUeQgWh, bXW faU aZa\ fURP PaQ aQd Whe hXPaQ, Zhich
QRZ PXVW be UedeɹQed.

The WheRU\ Rf PRPeQWV Zill allRZ XV WR fRllRZ Whe biUWh aQd
fRUPaWiRQ Rf PRPeQWV iQ Whe VXbVWaQce Rf Whe eYeU\da\ iQ WheiU
YaUiRXV SV\chic aQd VRciRlRgical deQRPiQaWiRQV: aWWiWXdeV, aSWiWXdeV,
cRQYeQWiRQV, aʃecWiYe RU abVWUacW VWeUeRW\SeV, fRUPal iQWeQWiRQV, eWc.
PeUhaSV iW Zill eYeQ SeUPiW XV WR illXPiQaWe Whe VlRZ VWageV b\
Zhich Qeed becRPeV deViUe, deeS belRZ eYeU\da\ life, aQd RQ iWV
VXUface. BXW PRVW iPSRUWaQWl\, iW PXVW be caSable Rf RSeQiQg a
ZiQdRZ RQ VXSeUVeVViRQ, aQd Rf dePRQVWUaWiQg hRZ Ze Pa\ UeVRlYe
Whe age-Rld cRQɻicW beWZeeQ Whe eYeU\da\ aQd WUaged\, aQd beWZeeQ
WUiYialiW\ aQd FeVWiYal.
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Presentation: Twenty Years After

Michel Trebitsch

ThiV bRRk UeSUeVeQWV a leaYe-WakiQg ² iQ Whe ɹUVW iQVWaQce, fRU HeQUi
LefebYUe hiPVelf ² ViQce iW clRVeV a lRQg c\cle, ZhRll\
XQSUePediWaWed aW iWV iQceSWiRQ, e[WeQdiQg fURP YRlXPe RQe Rf
CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life, SXbliVhed iQ 1947, WR Whe WhiUd YRlXPe,
Zhich daWeV fURP 1981. The ShilRVRSheU, ZhR had UeWiUed iQ 1973,
died WeQ \eaUV laWeU, aW Whe age Rf 90. TheUe iV QR beWWeU Za\ Rf
iQdicaWiQg WhaW WheVe WhUee YRlXPeV VSaQ alPRVW half a ceQWXU\ Rf
iQWellecWXal hiVWRU\ ² eVSeciall\ ZheQ Ze Uecall WhaW LefebYUe·V
TXeVWiRQV ZeUe iQVSiUed b\ WheRUeWical liQeV Rf iQTXiU\ gRiQg back WR
Whe SUe-ZaU SeUiRd aQd WhaW WR Whe WUilRg\ Ze Qeed WR add RQe Rf Whe
VigQaWXUe bRRkV Rf 1968, EYer\da\ Life in Whe Modern World (QRW WR
PeQWiRQ a QXPbeU Rf aUWicleV).1

The decadeV VeSaUaWiQg WheVe ZRUkV ZeUe fXll Rf hiVWRUical
XSheaYalV: WhaW iV Zh\ WhiV SUeface, iQ cRQWUaVW WR WhRVe WR Whe
SUeYiRXV YRlXPeV, Zill QRW PeUel\ RʃeU a SUeVeQWaWiRQ RU, UaWheU,
cRQWe[WXali]aWiRQ. NRWhiQg cRXld be leVV VWUaighWfRUZaUd WhaQ
jXPSiQg fURP Whe \eaUV aURXQd 1968, Zhich SRVWdaWe Whe VecRQd
YRlXPe, WR (iQ Whe FUeQch caVe) Whe aUUiYal Rf Whe LefW iQ SRZeU,
Zhich cRiQcided ZiWh WhiV ZRUk, QRW WR PeQWiRQ Whe cRllaSVe Rf Whe
EaVWeUQ blRc fRUeVhadRZed b\ eYeQWV iQ PRlaQd. BXW Ze PXVW gR
fXUWheU (aQd SeUhaSV Ze VhRXld haYe dRQe iQ Whe eaUlieU SUefaceV) b\
cRQVideUiQg QRW RQl\ Whe cRQWe[W ² Whe UecRQVWUXcWiRQ Rf Whe



cRQdiWiRQV Rf SURdXcWiRQ Rf each Rf WheVe We[WV iQ iWV RZQ UighW ² bXW
alVR Whe eʃecWV Whe\ SURdXced ² WhaW iV WR Va\, Whe cRQdiWiRQV Rf WheiU
UeceSWiRQ. ThXV, aV iV Zell kQRZQ, iW ZaV Whe ɹUVW YRlXPe Rf CriWiqXe
of EYer\da\ Life WhaW had Whe PaiQ iPSacW RQ COBRA aQd WheQ RQ
Whe SiWXaWiRQiVWV; Zhile Whe VecRQd YRlXPe (hRZeYeU deQVel\
WheRUeWical, eYeQ abVWUacW), Zhich ZaV cRQWePSRUaQeRXV ZiWh clRVe
UelaWiRQV ZiWh Whe SiWXaWiRQiVWV, ZaV cRQVWUXed b\ WheP aV UaWif\iQg
Whe VXPPRQV WR WRWal UeYRlXWiRQ Whe\ WhRXghW Whe\ had deciSheUed
iQ YRlXPe RQe aQd iQ WhRVe Rf LefebYUe·V We[WV WhaW Whe\ UegaUded aV
YeUiWable PaQifeVWRV, eVSeciall\ Whe aUWicle RQ ¶UeYRlXWiRQaU\
URPaQWiciVP·. ThaW iV Zh\ iW iV ZRUWh UeWXUQiQg WR ZhaW ZaV iQ facW
aW Whe heaUW Rf Whe UeceSWiRQ Rf LefebYUe·V cRQceSWiRQ Rf Whe
eYeU\da\: Whe clRVe UelaWiRQ beWZeeQ WhiV cRQceSWXal eQdeaYRXU aQd
a cRPSRQeQW Rf la penspe 68 ² SUeciVel\ ZhaW elXdeV Whe XWWeUl\ RQe-
Vided aQal\ViV Rf LXc FeUU\ aQd AlaiQ ReQaXW, RbVeVVed aV Whe\ aUe
ZiWh aQWi-hXPaQiVP.2 AbRYe all, Ze Vhall haYe WR e[WeQd WhiV
e[aPiQaWiRQ b\ VeekiQg WR XQdeUVWaQd LefebYUe·V eYRlXWiRQ fURP Whe
¶Uadical cUiWiTXe· Rf Whe 1960V WR Whe PRUe cRPSle[ VWaQce, albeiW RQe
VWill VWaPSed b\ Whe Qeed fRU cUiWical UadicaliVP, chaUacWeUiVWic Rf Whe
1980V.

BXW WhiV ɹQal SUeface alVR aʃRUdV Whe UeTXiViWe RccaViRQ fRU a PRUe
geQeUal aSSUaiVal. NRW VR PXch Rf Whe FUeQch YaUieW\ Rf MaU[iVP
aQd iWV cUiViV iQ Whe VecRQd half Rf Whe WZeQWieWh ceQWXU\ ² a VXbjecW
WhaW haV VSaZQed a ZhRle hRVW Rf cRPPeQWaUieV (QRW alZa\V Rf Whe
higheVW TXaliW\) ² aV Rf Whe Slace Rf LefebYUe·V RZQ WhRXghW iQ Whe
ShilRVRShical aQd ideRlRgical UecRQɹgXUaWiRQ Rf Whe SeUiRd, Whe
SRViWiRQ Rf hiV WhiQkiQg iQ a laQdVcaSe UaQgiQg fURP Whe FUeQch
bUaQd Rf SheQRPeQRlRg\, aQd WheQ e[iVWeQWialiVP, WR Whe
VWUXcWXUaliVP aQd decRQVWUXcWiRQiVW WheRUieV Rf Whe \eaUV afWeU 1968.
The UaWheU SeUfXQcWRU\ RbVeUYaWiRQV I Vhall Pake Zill ceUWaiQl\ QRW
cRPSeQVaWe fRU Whe VXUSUiViQg abVeQce Rf LefebYUe iQ Whe (UaWheU
UaUe) hiVWRUieV Rf cRQWePSRUaU\ ShilRVRSh\ (RQe WhiQkV, fRU e[aPSle,
Rf Whe ZRUkV Rf ViQceQW DeVcRPbeV RU ChUiVWiaQ DelacaPSagQe).3
WaV LefebYUe WRR PXch Rf a VRciRlRgiVW aQd QRW eQRXgh Rf aQ
Rɽciall\ UecRgQi]ed ShilRVRSheU? TRR PXch Rf a MaU[iVW, bXW
XQaɽliaWed WR UeVSecWable SRVW-AlWhXVVeUiaQ RUWhRdR[\? WiWhRXW



YeQWXUiQg aQ RYeUl\ geQeUic e[SlaQaWiRQ, Ze Vhall WU\ WR Uead Whe
SaUWial RbliYiRQ WhaW Whe ZRUk Rf HeQUi LefebYUe haV falleQ iQWR aV
RQe Rf Whe V\PSWRPV Rf Whe eQd Rf aQ eUa Rf WhiQkiQg WhaW becaPe
aSSaUeQW aW Whe WXUQ Rf Whe 1980V.

*

We PXVW, hRZeYeU, dR a liWWle hiVWRU\. 1961²1981: WZeQW\ \eaUV
VeSaUaWe WhiV YRlXPe fURP Whe SUecediQg RQe ² \eaUV PaUked b\
SURfRXQd hiVWRUical chaQgeV. DXUiQg WheP, LefebYUe Ueached Whe
Seak Rf hiV celebUiW\, ɹUVW Rf all aV RQe Rf Whe bUaiQV behiQd Whe
Uadical cUiWiTXe Rf Whe 1960V, bXW alVR ² iQ a cRPSle[ UelaWiRQVhiS
ZiWh iQVWiWXWiRQV aQd iQVWiWXWiRQal UealiWieV ² aV RQe Rf Whe SiRQeeUV
iQ WhiQkiQg abRXW VSace aQd ciWieV, eVSeciall\ dXUiQg Whe 1970V,
befRUe YaUiRXV UeWUeaWV aQd WXUQV aW Whe eQd Rf Whe decade WeQded WR
e[clXde aQd PaUgiQali]e hiP. ThXV, Ze cRXld WUack hiV SURgUeVV iQ
aQ e[cXUViRQ WhURXgh eYeQWV Zhich, RQ Whe RQe haQd, cRQWiQXed WR
be bRUQe alRQg b\ Whe SURVSeUiW\ aQd gURZWh Rf Whe WrenWe glorieXses,
Zhile RQ Whe RWheU Whe\ UePaiQed dRPiQaWed b\ Whe idea Rf
UeYRlXWiRQ, deVSiWe VXcceVViYe, cXPXlaWiYe VeWbackV.

LeW XV Sla\ ZiWh VRPe V\PbRlV. NiQeWeeQ Vi[W\-RQe, SXblicaWiRQ
daWe Rf Whe VecRQd YRlXPe Rf CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life, ZaV Whe \eaU
Rf Whe EichPaQQ WUial, Whe ɹUVW PaQ iQ VSace (GagaUiQ), aQd Whe
BeUliQ Wall. FURP cRlRXU WeleYiViRQ WR Whe RER (rpseaX e[press
regional), fURP CRQcRUd WR Whe ASRllR PiVViRQ WR Whe MRRQ, WheUe
ZaV aQ acceleUaWiRQ iQ WechQRlRgical bUeakWhURXghV, diʃXViQg
WhURXghRXW Whe deYelRSed cRXQWUieV ZhaW caPe WR be called Whe
cRQVXPeU VRcieW\ ² Whe YeU\ WhiQg LefebYUe aQal\]ed aQd deQRXQced
Zhile VeekiQg, XQVXcceVVfXll\, WR deɹQe iW iQ PRUe cRPSle[ faVhiRQ
aV a ¶bXUeaXcUaWic VRcieW\ Rf PaQaged cRQVXPSWiRQ·. Faced ZiWh WhiV
gURZWh aQd iWV SRliWical, VRcial aQd cXlWXUal eʃecWV, Whe gUeaW SURWeVW
PRYePeQW WhaW dRPiQaWed Whe decade had aV iWV Uall\iQg cU\ Whe
UejecWiRQ Rf Whe SRYieW PRdel, ZhRVe cUiViV, Rɽcial ViQce 1956,
cU\VWalli]ed ZiWh Whe fall Rf KhUXVhcheY aQd Whe BUe]hQeY \eaUV. The
VeaUch fRU alWeUQaWiYe PRdelV, Zhich WeQded WR be UaWheU PaUWial iQ
caVW aW Whe begiQQiQg Rf Whe 1960V (VieWQaP, Whe ChiQeVe CXlWXUal



ReYRlXWiRQ, Che GXeYaUa), aQd WheQ becaPe PRUe dePRcUaWic
(C]ech ¶VRcialiVP ZiWh a hXPaQ face·, Whe bUief AlleQde e[SeUiPeQW
iQ Chile, EXURcRPPXQiVP aQd, iQ FUaQce, Whe CRPPRQ PURgUaPPe),
iQ each iQVWaQce eQded iQ failXUe. ThiV ShaVe ² VWill dRPiQaWed b\ Whe
idea WhaW a UeYRlXWiRQaU\ SeUVSecWiYe ZaV SRVVible ² ZaV RbYiRXVl\
V\PbRli]ed b\ Whe VhRck Rf Whe eYeQWV Rf Ma\ ·68.

The ShaVe Rf LefebYUe·V gUeaWeVW SURdXcWiYiW\ aQd iQWellecWXal
iQɻXeQce, aQd hiV aWWePSW WR cRQceiYe a PRdel Rf Uadical cUiWiTXe
WhaW he ZRXld gUadXall\ diVWaQce hiPVelf fURP RQl\ aW Whe eQd Rf Whe
1970V, ZaV ViWXaWed aURXQd 1968. HeUe Ze PXVW gR back RYeU VRPe
SRiQWV abRXW WhiV SeUiRd WhaW ZeUe dealW ZiWh UaWheU haVWil\,
SaUWicXlaUl\ aV UegaUdV Whe SiWXaWiRQiVWV, iQ P\ SUeface WR Whe VecRQd
YRlXPe Rf CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life. ThiV SURYideV aQ RSSRUWXQiW\ WR
ɹll iQ VRPe gaSV aQd cRUUecW VRPe eUURUV.4 We VhRXld UePePbeU
WhaW afWeU laXQchiQg a ¶UeVeaUch gURXS RQ eYeU\da\ life· aW Whe CNRS
iQ 1960, LefebYUe ZaV Pade a SURfeVVRU aW SWUaVbRXUg iQ 1961,
ZheUe he UePaiQed XQWil hiV aSSRiQWPeQW WR Whe UeceQWl\ cUeaWed
facXlW\ aW NaQWeUUe iQ 1965. AW SWUaVbRXUg aV aW NaQWeUUe, he
iQaXgXUaWed aQ acadePic SUacWice WhaW ZaV XQcRQYeQWiRQal fRU Whe
WiPe, eQcRXUagiQg VWXdeQWV WR ZRUk iQ Velf-diUecWed gURXSV, VigQiQg
cRQWUacWV ZiWh SXblic iQVWiWXWiRQV, aQd ePbaUkiQg RQ PaUkeW VWXdieV,
iQ SaUWicXlaU iQ RUdeU WR ɹQaQce a QXPbeU Rf \RXQg iQWellecWXalV.
AccRUdiQg WR EleRQRUe KRfPaQ aQd Eli]abeWh LebaV, haYiQg
eVWabliVhed cRQWacW WhURXgh Whe NeZ LefW PilieX iQ 1958 ZiWh Whe
\RXQg GeRUgeV PeUec, ZhR aW Whe WiPe ZaV dRiQg hiV PiliWaU\
VeUYice, LefebYUe ePSlR\ed hiP RQ YaUiRXV VWXdieV iQ NRUPaQd\ aQd
Whe OiVe.5 A fUieQdVhiS ZaV bRUQ RXW Rf WhiV aQd PeUec VXbVeTXeQWl\
VWa\ed RQ VeYeUal RccaViRQV aW NaYaUUeQ[, LefebYUe·V hRXVe iQ Whe
P\UeQeeV, Zhich iV ZheUe he SURbabl\ becaPe fXll\ cRPPiWWed WR
becRPiQg a ZUiWeU. HeQce WhiV ZaV a VigQiɹcaQW eQcRXQWeU fRU bRWh
PeQ, aV PeUec·V biRgUaSheU DaYid BellRV haV ePShaVi]ed,6 iQYRlYiQg
PXWXal iQɻXeQce, aV dePRQVWUaWed b\ UeceQW ZRUk iQ Whe cRQWe[W Rf
Whe VePiQaU Rf Whe GeRUge PeUec aVVRciaWiRQ aW Whe UQiYeUViW\ Rf
PaUiV VII.7 ThXV, iQ hiV InWrodXcWion Wo ModerniW\ (1962), LefebYUe
dUaZV a SaUallel beWZeeQ Ligne gpnprale, a VPall aYaQW-gaUde gURXS
PeUec belRQged WR, aQd Whe SiWXaWiRQiVW gURXS aV RQe Rf Whe



VSeaUheadV Rf a ¶QeZ URPaQWiciVP· WhaW ZaV UeYRlXWiRQaU\ iQ
chaUacWeU. AbRYe all, he UefeUV WR PeUec·V ReXYUe, eVSeciall\ Les
Choses (1965), VeYeUal WiPeV iQ EYer\da\ Life in Whe Modern World. AV
fRU PeUec, Whe iQɻXeQce Rf CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life aQd, PRUe
geQeUall\, Rf LefebYUe·V WhiQkiQg RQ alieQaWiRQ, RQ Whe cXlW Rf RbjecWV
aQd cRPPRdiWieV, RQ Whe baQal, aQd RQ Whe ¶iQfUa-RUdiQaU\·, ɹQdV
QXPeURXV echReV QRW RQl\ iQ Les Choses, bXW alVR iQ Un homme qXi
dorW (1967), aQd eYeQ Espqces d·espaces (1974) aQd La Vie: mode
d·emploi (1978).

The SUR[iPiW\ LefebYUe deWecWed beWZeeQ GeRUgeV PeUec aQd GX\
DebRUd SURPSWV XV alVR WR UeWXUQ WR hiV UelaWiRQV ZiWh Whe
SiWXaWiRQiVWV. AW Whe WiPe Rf Whe SXblicaWiRQ Rf YRlXPe WZR Rf
CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life, UelaWiRQV ZeUe gRRd, eYeQ if (aV iQdicaWed iQ
P\ SUeYiRXV SUeface) Whe\ ZeUe QeYeU VWUaighWfRUZaUd, giYeQ WhaW
Whe SiWXaWiRQiVWV ZeUe fRUeYeU cUiWici]iQg LefebYUe fRU hiV UelaWiRQV
ZiWh Whe ¶NeZ LefW· aQd Whe ArgXmenWs gURXS aQd fRU lackiQg a
UeYRlXWiRQaU\ SRliWical SURjecW. TR Whe bibliRgUaSh\ I XVed aW Whe
WiPe, iQ addiWiRQ WR Whe iVVXeV Rf InWernaWionale siWXaWionnisWe aQd
LefebYUe·V aXWRbiRgUaShical ZRUk Le Temps de mpprises (1975), WheUe
haYe QRZ beeQ added QRW RQl\ a Sile Rf VWXdieV Rf YaU\iQg YalXe, bXW
GX\ DebRUd·V cRUUeVSRQdeQce iQ SaUWicXlaU, WhUee YRlXPeV Rf Zhich
(cRYeUiQg 1957²60, 1960²64 aQd 1965²68) haYe beeQ SXbliVhed WR
daWe.8 ThiV cRUUeVSRQdeQce cRQɹUPV aQd claUiɹeV Whe YeU\ clRVe
liQkV WhaW bUieɻ\ e[iVWed beWZeeQ WheP, Zhile WeQdiQg WR UelaWiYi]e
Whe cRQViVWeQc\ iQ WheiU SRViWiRQV VR adaPaQWl\ aVVeUWed b\ Whe
SiWXaWiRQiVWV. AV iV Zell kQRZQ, iW ZaV LefebYUe·V aUWicle ¶VeUV XQ
URPaQWiVPe UpYRlXWiRQQaiUe·, SXbliVhed iQ NRF iQ 1957, WhaW
aWWUacWed WheiU aWWeQWiRQ iQ Whe ɹUVW QXPbeU Rf InWernaWionale
siWXaWionnisWe (JXQe 1958). BXW iW ZaV aSSaUeQWl\ WhURXgh AVgeU JRUQ
WhaW DebRUd becaPe aZaUe Rf Whe WheRU\ Rf ¶PRPeQWV· aV LefebYUe
had jXVW deɹQed iW iQ La Somme eW le resWe (leWWeU fURP DebRUd WR JRUQ
Rf 2 JXl\ 1959). The \eaU 1960 ZRXld aSSeaU WR PaUk Whe Seak Rf
WheiU fUieQdVhiS, aV iQdicaWed b\ Whe e[chaQge Rf a cRQVideUable
QXPbeU Rf leWWeUV beWZeeQ LefebYUe aQd DebRUd fURP JaQXaU\ WR
Ma\. The PajRU WUiSV WR NaYaUUeQ[, aQd Whe eYeQiQgV Rf dUXQkeQ
debaWeV iQ Whe WiQ\ Slace ZheUe DebRUd liYed ZiWh Michqle



BeUQVWeiQ, daWe fURP WhiV WiPe. IQ addiWiRQ, iW ZaV LefebYUe, WR ZhRP
RaRXl VaQeigeP had VeQW hiV PaQXVcUiSW FragmenWs poXr Xne popWiqXe
(leWWeU fURP VaQeigeP WR LefebYUe Rf 18 JXl\ 1960), ZhR gRW DebRUd
WR Uead iW, SXW Whe \RXQg BelgiaQ iQ WRXch, aQd helSed iQWegUaWe hiP
iQWR Whe SiWXaWiRQiVW gURXS. ThiV ideRlRgical aQd SRliWical accRUd,
PaUked b\ WheiU jRiQW VigQaWXUe Rf Whe ¶MaQifeVWR Rf Whe 121· aQd
DebRUd·V Walk WR Whe UeVeaUch gURXS RQ eYeU\da\ life iQ Ma\ 1961,
ZRXld QRW VXUYiYe be\RQd 1962. The SiWXaWiRQiVWV UeacWed heaWedl\
WR Whe cRQclXViRQV Rf InWrodXcWion Wo ModerniW\ ZheUe Whe WhiQkeU
Whe\ QickQaPed ¶APpdpe·, UeVXPiQg aQd PRdif\iQg hiV aQal\ViV Rf
¶UeYRlXWiRQaU\ URPaQWiciVP·, Slaced WheiU acWiYiW\ iQ Whe caWegRU\ Rf
\RXWh UeYRlW. AbRYe all, WheUe ZaV Whe faPRXV eSiVRde (I P\Velf haYe
alUead\ UefeUUed WR iW) ZheQ Whe\ accXVed LefebYUe Rf SlagiaUiVP
RYeU Whe SageV RQ UeYRlXWiRQ aV feVWiYal SXbliVhed iQ ArgXmenWs aQd
fRUeVhadRZiQg hiV 1965 bRRk, ProclamaWion de la CommXne. The
bUeak ZaV YiRleQW, VaQcWiRQed b\ Whe WUacW ¶AX[ SRXbelleV de
l·hiVWRiUe· (21 FebUXaU\ 1963); aQd Whe aWWackV RQ Whe ¶Versaillais Rf
cXlWXUe· ZRXld UecXU iQ Whe laVW WhUee iVVXeV Rf InWernaWionale
siWXaWionnisWe (iQ 1966, 1967 aQd 1969). The addiWiRQal iQfRUPaWiRQ
RQ WhiV aʃaiU fXUQiVhed b\ Whe SXblicaWiRQ Rf Whe cRUUeVSRQdeQce iV
WhaW DebRUd ZaV iQiWiall\ SUeSaUed WR UeVWRUe UelaWiRQV, RQ cRQdiWiRQ
Rf a SXblic e[SlaQaWiRQ aW aQ\ UaWe (leWWeU WR Michqle BeUQVWeiQ aW Whe
eQd Rf FebUXaU\ 1963); bXW alVR WhaW Whe SRliWical bUeak ZaV cRXSled
ZiWh VRPe UaWheU Xgl\ SeUVRQal TXaUUelV.9 The cRQɻicW SURYed
SeUPaQeQW, DebRUd WUeaWiQg LefebYUe aV aQ ¶Rld VSRQgeU· leadiQg a
ɹlWh\ e[iVWeQce, ZheUeaV Whe laWWeU ZRXld UeSl\ iQ kiQd iQ 1965 ZiWh
hiV abXViYe leWWeU WR AVgeU JRUQ, chaUacWeUi]ed aV a ¶diUW\ VZiQe· fRU
haYiQg UefeUUed WR Whe SiWXaWiRQiVWV· accXVaWiRQ Rf SlagiaUiVP.10

If WheUe aUe gRRd UeaVRQV fRU gRiQg back RYeU Whe UelaWiRQV
beWZeeQ LefebYUe aQd Whe SiWXaWiRQiVWV ² Whe UeceQW SXblicaWiRQV I
UefeUUed WR ² WheUe aUe alVR bad RQeV: Whe PaVViYe ZaYe Rf
¶DebRUdPaQia· Uela\ed, iQ SaUWicXlaU, b\ SURPiQeQW ɹgXUeV fURP Whe
e[-aYaQW-gaUde, Zhich VeUYeV WR cRQceal ¶Whe eUa Rf Whe YRid· alUead\
diagQRVed a gRRd feZ \eaUV agR. IQ WhiV UeVSecW, Whe fRUP Rf
DebRUd·V SXbliVhed cRUUeVSRQdeQce, eVSeciall\ cRPiQg fURP a PajRU
SXbliVheU VXch aV Fa\aUd, iV (WR Va\ Whe leaVW) VXUSUiViQg, becaXVe iW



ɻRXWV Whe baVic UXleV iQ VXch PaWWeUV: VliP YRlXPeV ZiWh e[ceVViYe
PaUgiQV, QR PeaQV Rf kQRZiQg ZheWheU Ze aUe dealiQg ZiWh a
cRPSleWe RU a VelecWed cRUUeVSRQdeQce, aQd QR cUiWical aSSaUaWXV,
e[ceSW fRU a feZ ill-hXPRXUed ¶QRWeV·. SXch SXblicaWiRQV iQ
cRQQecWiRQ ZiWh DebRUd iQ SaUWicXlaU, aQd QRZ VaQeigeP, aUe
ceUWaiQl\ QRW ZiWhRXW iQWeUeVW. BXW Whe\ fRUP SaUW Rf a kiQd Rf
deiɹcaWiRQ, RU aW leaVW heURi]aWiRQ, XWWeUl\ cRQWUaU\ WR SiWXaWiRQiVW
iQWeQWiRQV. WhaWeYeU Whe heaYil\ iQɻXeQWial URle Sla\ed b\ Whe
PRdel Rf AQdUp BUeWRQ (iQɹQiWel\ PRUe SRQWiɹcal WhaQ hiV
deVceQdeQW, iW iV WUXe), XS XQWil hiV VXicide iQ 1994 GX\ DebRUd liYed
WhURXgh Whe WURXbled SeUiRd fURP Whe 1960V WR Whe 1990V ZiWhRXW
eYeU PakiQg Whe VlighWeVW cRQceVViRQ WR ZhaW allRZed PaQ\ RWheU
iQWellecWXalV aPRQg hiV cRQWePSRUaUieV WR VeW XS VhRS aQd haZk
WheiU jXQk. ThiV iV Zh\ iW iV VR VhRckiQg WR Vee hiP iQVWUXPeQWali]ed
iQ cXUUeQW cRPPeUcial aQd ediWRUial cRQdiWiRQV. AQd heQce iW VeePV
all Whe PRUe iPSRUWaQW WR Uecall, UaWheU acUiPRQiRXVl\ if QeedV be,
WhiV iQWellecWXal aQd eYeQ PRUal UecWiWXde, RQ Whe RQe haQd becaXVe
Rf Whe SURblePV Rf UeceSWiRQ iW SRVeV ² eVSeciall\ Whe diYeUViRQV
cUeaWed b\ SaUWicXlaU AQglR-APeUicaQ UeadiQgV Rf ¶FUeQch WheRU\· ²
aQd RQ Whe RWheU haQd becaXVe iW ZaV iQ WheVe WeUPV, Rf jR\ aQd
UigRXU, WhaW Whe iQWellecWXal aQd SeUVRQal UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ DebRUd
aQd LefebYUe iQ Whe 1960V ZeUe Sla\ed RXW. AQd iW iV alVR iQ WheVe
WeUPV WhaW Ze caQ deciSheU QRW RQl\ Whe iQɻXeQce Rf Whe laWWeU RQ
Whe fRUPeU aW WhiV SRiQW iQ WiPe, bXW alVR Whe PRUe lRQg-WeUP iPSacW
Rf ceUWaiQ SiWXaWiRQiVW WhePeV RQ LefebYUe.

*

ThiV UePiQdeU Rf Whe UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ LefebYUe aQd Whe
SiWXaWiRQiVWV alVR haV Whe fXQcWiRQ Rf UeRSeQiQg Whe debaWe RQ Ma\
·68 aQd Whe ShilRVRSheU·V acWXal Slace iQ iW. HeUe Ze face a
SaUadR[ical ViWXaWiRQ: RfWeQ SUeVeQWed aW Whe WiPe Rf Whe ¶eYeQWV· aV a
kiQd Rf deXs e[ machina Rf Whe VWXdeQW WXUbXleQce, SaUWicXlaUl\ b\ hiV
PRVW cRQVeUYaWiYe cRlleagXeV VXch aV DidieU AQ]ieX (eSiVWpPRQ),11

VileQce haV ViQce deVceQded aV WR LefebYUe·V URle, VR WhaW Whe fXUWheU
UePRYed Ze aUe fURP Whe \eaUV iPPediaWel\ fRllRZiQg Whe ¶eYeQWV·,



Whe feZeU UefeUeQceV WR LefebYUe Ze ɹQd, aW aQ\ UaWe iQ Whe ¶PajRU·
hiVWRUieV Rf Ma\ 1968.12 AV fRU hiV bRRk ZUiWWeQ iQ Whe heaW Rf Whe
PRPeQW, like VeYeUal RWheU cRQWePSRUaU\ eVVa\V iW lRQg agR
diVaSSeaUed fURP Whe bibliRgUaShieV aQd eYeQ PRUe VR fURP Whe
hiVWRUieV, XQWil iWV UeceQW UeSXblicaWiRQ XQdeU a VWXSidl\ abUidged
WiWle.13 IQ WUXWh, aSaUW fURP Whe VWUaQge aQd bUilliaQW eVVa\ b\ GUeil
MaUcXV RQ Whe 1960V, LipsWick Traces, ZheUe LefebYUe cXWV a
QRYeliVWic ɹgXUe, iW ZaV QRW XQWil BeUQaUd BUillaQW·V UeceQW WheViV WhaW
hiV URle ZaV Uecalled iQ a balaQced faVhiRQ aQd hiV RZQ ideaV RQ
1968 aQal\]ed iQ aQ\ deWail.14

B\ Whe WiPe Rf LefebYUe·V PRYe fURP SWUaVbRXUg WR NaQWeUUe iQ
1965, Whe bUeak ZiWh Whe SiWXaWiRQiVWV had beeQ cRQVXPPaWed. BXW
WhaW dReV QRW PeaQ WhaW WhiV XQXVXal VRciRlRgiVW, ZhRVe cRXUVeV
geQeUall\ aWWUacWed Whe VWXdeQWV PRVW diVSRVed WR SURWeVW, aQd ZhR
eQjR\ed a QefaUiRXV UeSXWaWiRQ ZiWh Whe SWUaVbRXUg bRXUgeRiVie, ZaV
QRW gRiQg WR diVWil a ceUWaiQ liQe Rf TXeVWiRQiQg iQ Whe VWXdeQW PilieX.
EYeQ VR, iW ZaV afWeU hiV deSaUWXUe WhaW Whe SiWXaWiRQiVW VcaQdalV
eUXSWed aW SWUaVbRXUg, PakiQg iW a caSiWal Rf Whe VWXdeQW UeYRlW SUiRU
WR 1968. TheVe VcaQdalV iQiWiall\ iQYRlYed Whe VRciRlRg\ deSaUWPeQW
² iQ SaUWicXlaU, iQ 1965²66, Whe c\beUQeWiciVW AbUahaP MRleV, ZhRP
LefebYUe had hiUed aV hiV aVViVWaQW aQd ZhRP Whe SiWXaWiRQiVWV
WUeaWed aV a ¶cRQfRUPiVW URbRW· deYRWiQg hiPVelf WR ¶SURgUaPPiQg
\RXQg cadUeV·. AfWeU YaUiRXV XSURaUV, Whe\ SUeYeQWed hiP fURP
deliYeUiQg Whe iQaXgXUal lecWXUe fRU hiV chaiU iQ SV\chR-VRciRlRg\ iQ
OcWRbeU 1966. The VecRQd ¶SWUaVbRXUg VcaQdal·, PeQWiRQed iQ
InWernaWionale siWXaWionnisWe aQd Whe lRcal SUeVV, cRiQcided ZiWh Whe
SiWXaWiRQiVWV· Vei]XUe Rf SRZeU iQ Whe lRcal bUaQch Rf Whe VWXdeQWV·
XQiRQ UNEF. AccXViQg iW Rf UefRUPiVP, Whe\ decided WR diVVRlYe iW
aQd Vell Rʃ iWV aVVeWV. The aʃaiU ZaV WakeQ WR cRXUW aQd Whe aVVeWV
VeTXeVWUaWed, SURYRkiQg a UeacWiRQ aPRQg WeacheUV iQ Whe VRciRlRg\
deSaUWPeQW aW NaQWeUUe.15 MeaQZhile, Whe SiWXaWiRQiVWV had
deVSaWched MXVWaSha Kha\aWi WR SWUaVbRXUg, ZheUe RQ behalf Rf Whe
VWXdeQWV he ZURWe a PaQifeVWR ² Uead aW Whe begiQQiQg Rf Whe QeZ
acadePic \eaU ² WhaW ZaV deVWiQed WR haYe a ceUWaiQ UeVRQaQce aQd
Zhich ZaV UaSidl\ diʃXVed iQ a QXPbeU Rf XQiYeUViWieV, De la misqre
en milieX pWXdianW, considprpe soXs son aspecW pconomiqXe, poliWiqXe,



ps\chologiqXe, se[Xel, eW noWammenW inWellecWXel, eW de qXelqXes mo\ens
poXr \ rempdier, SXbliVhed iQ 1967.16 LeW XV Uecall WhaW Whe WZR
SUiQciSal SiWXaWiRQiVW We[WV ² GX\ DebRUd·V The SocieW\ of Whe
SpecWacle aQd RaRXl VaQeigeP·V TraiWp de saYoir YiYre j l·Xsage des
jeXnes gpnpraWions ² alVR daWe fURP 1967.

TheUe iV a SaUadR[ abRXW LefebYUe iQ 1968, eVSeciall\ ZheQ
cRPSaUed ZiWh Whe cXUUeQW VileQce. While hiV cRQWePSRUaUieV ² RU aW
leaVW WhRVe Rf hiV cRlleagXeV PRVW RSSRVed WR Whe VWXdeQW agiWaWiRQ ²
WhRXghW Whe\ had diVcRYeUed iQ hiP Whe deXs e[ machina Rf Whe
WURXbleV aW NaQWeUUe, LefebYUe ZaV UaWheU iQYiVible dXUiQg Whe
eYeQWV, SaUWicXlaU afWeU Whe PRQWh Rf Ma\, ZheQ Whe PaiQ acWiRQ
VhifWed WR PaUiV. YeW eYeQ befRUe 1968 hiV iQɻXeQce ZaV XQdeQiable.
ASSRiQWed WR NaQWeUUe iQ 1965, he iQiWiall\ had Whe aXUa Rf aQ
XQXVXal SURfeVVRU. Head Rf Whe VRciRlRg\ deSaUWPeQW fRU a \eaU, he
ZaV VXcceeded b\ AlaiQ TRXUaiQe iQ 1967. LefebYUe VXUURXQded
hiPVelf ZiWh XQcRQYeQWiRQal WeacheUV (VRPe Rf ZhRP did QRW hRld
Whe aggrpgaWion) ² FUaQoRiV BRXUUicaXd, Michel CUR]ieU, aQd WheQ
HeQU\ Re\PRQd, ReQp LRXUaX, aQd JeaQ BaXdUillaUd ² ZhRP he
iQYiWed eYeU\ FUida\ WR eaW WRgeWheU iQ hiV Rɽce ZiWh VWXdeQWV.
WiWhRXW hiPVelf eQgagiQg iQ iQVWiWXWiRQal SedagRg\ ² Whe SUeVeUYe Rf
GeRUgeV LaSaVVade aQd ReQp LRXUaX ² he WaXghW iQ a QRQ-
cRQWURlliQg, VSRQWaQeRXV VRUW Rf Za\, iQYiWiQg JeaQ-JacTXeV Lebel,
fRU e[aPSle, fRU a lecWXUe-dePRQVWUaWiRQ RQ Whe ¶haSSeQiQg· RQ 10
FebUXaU\ 1967. OU, WR Wake aQRWheU e[aPSle, ZiWhRXW iW beiQg
SRVVible WR VSeak Rf VRPe diVcRYeU\ RQ hiV SaUW, he gaYe a cRXUVe RQ
¶Se[XaliW\ aQd SRcieW\· iQ 1966²67, Zhich cRiQcided ZiWh Whe iQiWial
cRQfURQWaWiRQV aW Whe XQiYeUViW\ hallV Rf UeVideQce RYeU Whe UighW Rf
Pale VWXdeQWV WR eQWeU Whe fePaleV· bXildiQg. ThXV, LefebYUe ZaV Whe
ɹgXUehead iQ ZhaW ZaV XQTXeVWiRQabl\ a WURXbled VRciRlRg\
deSaUWPeQW. TheUe iV QR dRXbW WhaW Whe VRciRlRgiVWV, WeacheUV aQd
VWXdeQWV alike, Sla\ed a VigQiɹcaQW URle iQ Whe ¶eYeQWV·. IW haV RfWeQ
beeQ RbVeUYed WhaW Whe VRciRlRg\ VWXdeQWV ZeUe SaUWicXlaUl\ d\QaPic
aW NaQWeUUe, iQclXdiQg iQ Whe baWWeUed VWXdeQWV· XQiRQ. MRUeRYeU, iW
ZaV a \RXQg, acWiYe ChUiVWiaQ VRciRlRgiVW ² PhiliSSe Me\eU ² ZhR
laXQched Whe PRYePeQW agaiQVW VelecWiRQ; aQd WheUe iV QR Qeed WR
Uecall Whe URle Sla\ed b\ DaQ\ CRhQ-BeQdiW, ZhR RQ VeYeUal



RccaViRQV ZaV WR ackQRZledge, alRQgVide Whe iQɻXeQce Rf Socialism
or Barbarism aQd YaUiRXV aQaUchiVW aQd SiWXaWiRQiVW We[WV, hiV debW WR
LefebYUe. ThiV ZaV a SXUel\ iQWellecWXal debW, fRU LefebYUe, fUee Rf
aQ\ SRliWical aɽliaWiRQ, had QR e[ RɽciR UelaWiRQVhiS ZiWh Whe
TURWVk\iVW, MaRiVW, aQaUchiVW aQd SiWXaWiRQiVW groXpXscXles WhaW
diYided Whe caPSXV beWZeeQ WheP iQ WheVe \eaUV.

The XQUeVW begaQ aW NaQWeUUe iQ MaUch 1967 ZiWh Whe RccXSaWiRQ
Rf Whe fePale hall Rf UeVideQce. BXW iW ZaV ZiWh Whe QeZ acadePic
\eaU, iQ NRYePbeU, WhaW Whe PRYePeQW laXQched RYeU Whe iVVXe Rf
Whe eTXiYaleQce beWZeeQ Whe Rld aQd QeZ VecRQd-\eaU degUeeV
adRSWed Whe VWUXggle agaiQVW VelecWiRQ aV iWV ke\ WhePe. The
VRciRlRg\ WeacheUV ZeUe VRRQ calliQg fRU a VWUike aQd Whe celebUaWed
diVWXUbaQceV begaQ aW Whe eQd Rf NRYePbeU ZiWh Whe RccXSaWiRQ Rf
bXildiQgV ² iQclXdiQg adPiQiVWUaWiYe bXildiQgV ² b\ VWXdeQWV, ZhR
WhXV bURke ZiWh Whe WUadiWiRQal PeWhRdV Rf VWXdeQW XQiRQ VWUXggle
aQd PRUe RU leVV iPSRVed WheiU RZQ QegRWiaWiQg VWUXcWXUeV (Whe
DeaQ, GUaSSiQ, agUeed WR a dialRgXe). AccXVed b\ hiV cRlleagXeV Rf
fRPeQWiQg Whe UeYRlW, LefebYUe ZaV WR Sla\ a URle dXUiQg Whe
e[WUaRUdiQaU\ facXlW\ PeeWiQg cRQYeQed RQ Whe 25Wh iQ Whe SUeVeQce
Rf a VWXdeQW delegaWiRQ, Zhich ZaV WR lead WR Whe VeWWiQg XS Rf
cRPPiWWeeV ZiWh eTXal VWaʃ/VWXdeQW UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ.17 IQ Whe
PeeWiQg WhaW ZaV heQcefRUWh iQ SeUPaQeQW VeVViRQ aW NaQWeUUe,
ZheUe enragps adYaQciQg SURYRcaWiYe VlRgaQV UXled, LefebYUe ZaV a
VigQiɹcaQW SUeVeQce, SaUWiciSaWiQg iQ VWaʃ-VWXdeQW PeeWiQgV aQd Whe
cXlWXUal WXUbXleQce iQ aQ aPbiaQce Rf Whe haSSeQiQg aQd Whe feVWiYal
WhaW SUeɹgXUed Ma\ ² QRWabl\, fRU e[aPSle, dXUiQg Whe YiViW Rf Whe
LiYiQg TheaWUe iQ DecePbeU RU, iQ MaUch 1968, dXUiQg Whe lecWXUe
b\ MPe ReYaXlW d·AllRQQeV RQ Reich·V Se[Xal ReYolXWion.18 IQ
JaQXaU\, CRhQ-BeQdiW ZaV WhUeaWeQed ZiWh VXVSeQViRQ afWeU Whe
faPRXV VZiPPiQg SRRl eSiVRde (8 JaQXaU\) ZheQ he challeQged Whe
PiQiVWeU FUaQoRiV MiVRʃe, ZhRVe Rɽcial UeSRUW RQ \RXWh igQRUed
Whe VXbjecW Rf Ve[XaliW\. OQ 26 JaQXaU\, a dePRQVWUaWiRQ Rf VXSSRUW,
Zhich deQRXQced alleged ¶blackliVWV· Rf VWXdeQWV, WXUQed iQWR a UiRW
aQd iQYRlYed aggUeVViRQ agaiQVW DeaQ GUaSSiQ. DXUiQg Whe
UQiYeUViW\ CRXQcil aQd GeQeUal AVVePbl\ Rf Whe FacXlW\ cRQYeQed
RQ Whe 27Wh, LefebYUe, Zhile cRQdePQiQg Whe YiRleQce, defeQded



CRhQ-BeQdiW aQd iQ WXUQ deQRXQced Whe ¶blackliVWV·.19 AV iV Zell
kQRZQ, Whe XQUeVW, Zhich did QRW leW XS, SaUWicXlaUl\ iQ FebUXaU\ iQ
Whe hallV Rf UeVideQce, led RQ 22 MaUch WR Whe RccXSaWiRQ Rf Whe
adPiQiVWUaWiYe bXildiQg WR SURWeVW agaiQVW Whe aUUeVW Rf VWXdeQWV
dePRQVWUaWiQg agaiQVW Whe VieWQaP WaU aQd WR Whe fRUPaWiRQ Rf Whe
22 MaUch MRYePeQW. MRUeRYeU, Whe enragps did QRW leW VliS Whe
RSSRUWXQiW\ WR deQRXQce Whe ¶PeWa-SWaliQiVW· HeQUi LefebYUe.20

DXUiQg FebUXaU\, LefebYUe lefW fRU JaSaQ, ZheUe he Pade cRQWacW
ZiWh Whe VWXdeQWV Rf ZeQgakXUeQ aQd had hiPVelf UeSlaced aW
NaQWeUUe b\ EdgaU MRUiQ. GUaSSiQ VXPPRQed a facXlW\ PeeWiQg fRU
26 MaUch aQd, deVSiWe Whe iQWeUYeQWiRQV Rf TRXUaiQe aQd LefebYUe,
decided WR clRVe Whe facXlW\ iQ ASUil, RQ Whe eYe Rf Whe EaVWeU
hRlida\. GiYeQ WhaW Whe diVWXUbaQceV UeVXPed iQ fXll fRUce afWeU Whe
hRlida\V, he RQce agaiQ UeTXeVWed clRVXUe Rf Whe facXlW\ RQ 2 Ma\.
We kQRZ Whe VeTXel. The RccXSaWiRQ VhifWed WR Whe SRUbRQQe aQd
ZaV bURXghW WR a YiRleQW eQd b\ Whe SRlice RQ 3 aQd 4 Ma\, giYiQg
Whe VigQal fRU Whe VeTXeQce Rf PajRU dePRQVWUaWiRQV aQd baUUicadeV
fURP 6 Ma\ RQZaUdV. OQ MRQda\, 8 Ma\, CRhQ-BeQdiW aQd VeYeQ
RWheU NaQWeUUe VWXdeQWV ZeUe VXPPRQed befRUe Whe diVciSliQaU\
cRPPiWWee Rf PaUiV UQiYeUViW\, Zhich, XQdeU Whe chaiUPaQVhiS Rf
RRbeUW FlaceliqUe, diUecWRU Rf Whe ecRle QRUPale VXSpUieXUe,
cRPSUiVed Whe deaQV Rf Whe facXlWieV. FRXU WeacheUV ² LefebYUe,
TRXUaiQe, GX\ MichaXd, aQd PaXl RicReXU ² caPe fRUZaUd WR defeQd
Whe VWXdeQWV. TheUeafWeU, FUaQce eQWeUed iQWR VRcial cUiViV, aV Whe
PajRU aSSeal, VigQed b\ LefebYUe aQd SXbliVhed b\ Le Monde RQ 9
Ma\, RbVeUYed. The fRllRZiQg da\ ² 10 Ma\ ² V\PbRli]ed iW, PaUked
aV iW ZaV b\ eYeQWV aV diVSaUaWe aV HeUbeUW MaUcXVe·V lecWXUe aW
UNESCO, Whe RSeQiQg Rf US²VieWQaPeVe QegRWiaWiRQV, aQd Whe ¶QighW
Rf Whe baUUicadeV· WhaW VeW Whe LaWiQ QXaUWeU abla]e. OQ 14 Ma\, a
PeeWiQg Rf WeacheUV aQd VWXdeQWV declaUed Whe NaQWeUUe facXlW\ ¶fUee
aQd aXWRQRPRXV· (accRUdiQg WR RicReXU, LefebYUe ZaV UeVSRQVible
fRU Whe fRUPXla). B\ Whe eQd Rf Ma\ aQd iQ JXQe, dXUiQg Whe gUeaW
VWUikeV, LefebYUe ZaV QR lRQgeU YiVible: had NaQWeUUe becRPe
iQacceVVible RQ accRXQW Rf Whe SXblic WUaQVSRUW VWUikeV? BXW he ZaV
alVR VcaUcel\ WR be VeeQ aW Whe SRUbRQQe RU Whe OdpRQ, VWill leVV
SeUched RQ a bR[ aW BillaQcRXUW. AccRUdiQg WR hiV RZQ accRXQW, he



WRRk SaUW iQ a highl\ chaUged eYeQiQg RQ WeleYiViRQ RQ 13 Ma\, ZiWh
Whe leadeUV Rf Whe PRYePeQW, bXW iQ a SURgUaPPe WhaW ZaV QeYeU
bURadcaVW fRU ZaQW Rf a ¶UeSUeVeQWaWiYe Rf Whe ZRUkiQg claVV·.21

ObYiRXVl\, Whe TXeVWiRQ Rf Ma\ ·68 iV QRW liPiWed WR LefebYUe·V
URle dXUiQg Whe eYeQWV. IW alVR, aQd PXch PRUe VigQiɹcaQWl\, iQYRlYeV
Whe UeceSWiRQ Rf hiV ideaV b\ Whe VWXdeQW aXdieQce ² RU, PRUe
SUeciVel\, aXdieQceV. AQd WhiV iV ZheUe Ze cRPe back WR aQ
iQWeUSUeWaWiRQ cRPSleWel\ RSSRVed WR WhaW Rf FeUU\ aQd ReQaXW. IQ
hiV SUeface WR Whe QeZ ediWiRQ Rf MpWaphilosophie ² Whe WeUP WhaW
VeUYeV aV a VXbWiWle WR WhiV WhiUd YRlXPe Rf CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life ²
GeRUgeV Labica UePaUkV WhaW Whe bRRk, SXbliVhed iQ 1965, ZeQW
cRPSleWel\ XQQRWiced aW a WiPe ZheQ AlWhXVVeU ZaV SXbliVhiQg hiV
WZR VWeaPURlleUV, For Mar[ aQd Reading CapiWal.22 HRZeYeU, ZiWh
UeVSecW WR AlWhXVVeUiaQ RUWhRdR[\, Zhich ZaV iPSRVed iQ WeUURUiVW
faVhiRQ ² UaWheU like BRXUdieX VRPe decadeV laWeU ² Ze caQQRW (aV
Labica WeQdV WR) UedXce LefebYUe WR a cXlWXUe Rf diVVideQce aQd
heUeV\. LefebYUe hiPVelf YigRURXVl\ RSSRVed QRW RQl\ AlWhXVVeU, bXW
aQ\WhiQg cRQQecWed ZiWh VWUXcWXUaliVP, Zhich he cRQdePQed
iUUeYRcabl\ aV a ¶WechQRcUaWic ideRlRg\·.23 ReVSRQdiQg WR Whe
AlWhXVVeUiaQ WRUUeQW ZaV a PXlWiWXde Rf LefebYUiaQ UiYXleWV. ThiV iV
ZhaW I PeaQ b\ hiV YaUiRXV aXdieQceV. FiUVW Rf all, WheUe ZaV Whe
TXiWe Zide aXdieQce fRU Whe liWWle ¶QXe VaiV-je?· YRlXPe RQ MaU[iVP
daWiQg fURP 1948, Zhich SeUViVWed WR hiV adYaQWage ZiWh The
Sociolog\ of Mar[, SXbliVhed b\ PUeVVeV UQiYeUViWaiUeV de FUaQce iQ
Whe ¶SXS· cRllecWiRQ iQ 1966, aQd Zhich iPPeUVed iWVelf iQ
GalliPaUd·V ¶IdpeV· cRllecWiRQ, ZheUe LefebYUe SXbliVhed Le Langage
eW la socipWp aQd EYer\da\ Life in Whe Modern World iQ UaSid
VXcceVViRQ. TR WheVe ZRXld Qeed WR be added Whe PRUe diʃXVe
iQɻXeQce Rf YaUiRXV jRXUQalV ² iQ SaUWicXlaU, AXWogesWion aQd
L·Homme eW la socipWp, iQ ZhRVe fRXQdaWiRQ LefebYUe SaUWiciSaWed iQ
1966. BXW WheUe ZeUe RWheU, XQTXeVWiRQabl\ VPalleU aXdieQceV, VXch
aV Whe UeadeUV ZhR, fRllRZiQg Whe VecRQd YRlXPe Rf CriWiqXe of
EYer\da\ Life, VeW RXW WR UediVcRYeU Whe UeYRlXWiRQaU\ URad iQ La
ProclamaWion de la CommXne (1965), b\ UeYiYiQg Whe XWRSia Rf a WRWal
UeYRlXWiRQ WhaW ZaV ViPXlWaQeRXVl\ SRliWical UeYRlXWiRQ aQd VSiUiWXal
UeYRlW. OU agaiQ WheUe ZaV Whe aXdieQce ² iQ facW, YiUWXall\ Whe VaPe



RQe ² bURXghW WRgeWheU b\ iVVXeV Rf XUbaQiVP, Zhich iQ 1968 WRRk
SaUW ZiWh LefebYUe iQ e[SeUiPeQWV iQ Velf-PaQagePeQW aW Whe IQVWiWXW
d·XUbaQiVPe,24 aQd iQ Whe acWiYiWieV Rf Whe gURXS aQd jRXUQal UWopie
(1967²69), diUecWed b\ HXbeUW TRQka, JeaQ BaXdUillaUd aQd Whe
aUchiWecWV Rf Whe ApURlaQde gURXS.25 IQ RWheU ZRUdV, Zhile ceUWaiQl\
highl\ diʃXVe aQd leVV dRcWUiQal, ZaV QRW Whe iQɻXeQce Rf Whe
NaQWeUUe VRciRlRgiVW, iQVSiUeU Rf jRXUQalV aQd SURliɹc aXWhRU,
eTXiYaleQW WR WhaW Rf Whe ShilRVRSheU clRiVWeUed iQ hiV iYRU\ WRZeU RQ
Whe UXe d·UlP?

EYeQ VR, ZaV LefebYUe RQe Rf Whe ma̘Wres-j-penser Rf 1968? The
TXeVWiRQ VhRXld, iW VeePV WR Pe, be SRVed diʃeUeQWl\, iQ WeUPV WhaW
aUe laUgel\ RSSRVed WR Whe aQal\ViV deYelRSed b\ AlaiQ TRXUaiQe iQ
aQ iQWeUYieZ SXbliVhed iQ Whe caWalRgXe Rf aQ e[hibiWiRQ RUgaQi]ed
b\ Whe BibliRWhqTXe de dRcXPeQWaWiRQ iQWeUQaWiRQale cRQWePSRUaiQe
² ¶L·aSSaUiWiRQ d·XQe QRXYelle VeQVibiliWp VXU la VcqQe SRliWiTXe· ²
Zhich VeePV WR Pe WR UeSUeVeQW a Zell-Qigh caUicaWXUal iQVWaQce Rf
UeWURVSecWiYe UecRQVWUXcWiRQ.26 IQ iW, TRXUaiQe baVeV hiV e[SlaQaWiRQV
RQ a UXdiPeQWaU\ aQd gUaWif\iQg dichRWRP\ beWZeeQ ¶iUUeVSRQVible
WeacheUV· aQd a feZ cleaU-VighWed RQeV, SUeVeQW eVSeciall\ iQ
VRciRlRg\ ² a VRciRlRg\ PaUgiQali]ed b\, aQd hRVWile WRZaUdV, Whe
PRUe QRble diVciSliQeV. ThiV allRZV hiP WR fRUegURXQd hiV RZQ URle,
Zhich ZaV iQdeed iPSRUWaQW, Zhile VXSSUeVViQg all Whe
cRQWUadicWiRQV ² hiV iQiWial caXWiRQ, hiV aPbigXRXV iQWeUacWiRQ ZiWh
Whe acadePic aQd SRliWical aXWhRUiWieV aQd Whe PRYePeQW, aQd hiV
WheQ QRQ-e[iVWeQW iQWellecWXal iQɻXeQce RQ VWXdeQWV, aW aQ\ UaWe XQWil
hiV RQ-Whe-VSRW bRRk The Ma\ MoYemenW (1968). Need iW be Vaid WhaW
he dReV QRW VR PXch aV PeQWiRQ Whe QaPe Rf HeQUi LefebYUe? A liQk
beWZeeQ Whe ideRlRg\ Rf Ma\ ·68 aQd ZhaW haSSeQed iQ VRciRlRg\
PXVW iQdeed be Pade, iQ Whe VeQVe WhaW WhiV diVciSliQe ePeUged aV
RQe Rf Whe cUXcibleV Rf cUiWical WhiQkiQg ² bXW ZiWhRXW laSViQg iQWR a
P\WhRlRgi]aWiRQ Rf Whe UelaWiRQVhiS beWZeeQ VRciRlRg\ aQd SURWeVW.27

BecaXVe iW ZaV baVed XSRQ a SURfeVViRQal SUacWice, Whe ke\ WhePe
ZaV Whe cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life aQd Whe UeadiQg Rf PRdeUQiW\
LefebYUe dUeZ fURP iW. FRU LefebYUe, fXQdaPeQWall\, PRdeUQiW\ ZaV
QRW Whe dRPiQaWiRQ Rf PajRU ecRQRPic fRUceV, QRW eYeQ Whe adYeQW
Rf a VWaWe bXUeaXcUac\, bXW ZhaW had dehXPaQi]ed aQd alieQaWed



PaQ. IQ LefebYUe, Whe QRWiRQ Rf radical criWiqXe, Zhich liW XS WheVe
\eaUV, aQd Zhich iV Whe cRQYeUVe Rf aQWi-hXPaQiVP, UefeUUed WR a
QRWiRQ ² XSheld eYeU ViQce Whe aYaQW-gaUde e[SeUieQce Rf Whe 1920V
² Rf a UeYRlXWiRQ cRQceiYed iQ WeUPV Rf WRWaliW\. The fXQdaPeQWal
UeYRlXWiRQaU\ SURjecW, Zhich UeYRlYed aURXQd Whe QRWiRQV Rf feVWiYal,
UXSWXUe iQ eYeU\da\ life, aQd VXbYeUViRQ, had Whe Uadical
UefRUPaWiRQ Rf hXPaQiW\ aV iWV XlWiPaWe RbjecWiYe. ThiV iV ZheUe
LefebYUe cRiQcided ZiWh, if QRW iQɻXeQced, Whe 1968 SURWeVW
PRYePeQW aQd iWV aVSiUaWiRQ WR WRWaliW\. BehiQd Whe QRWiRQ Rf
¶cXlWXUal UeYRlXWiRQ·, Vei]iQg V\PbRlic SRZeU, aQd ZUeVWiQg a YRice ²
all Rf WheP ShUaVeV WhaW Veek WR accRXQW fRU Whe ¶eQigPa Rf ·68· ²
LefebYUe deWecWed a QRYel deYelRSPeQW WhaW ZaV iQcRPSUeheQVible
aQd XQacceSWable WR all RUWhRdR[ WhiQkiQg abRXW UeYRlXWiRQ: Zhile
ecRQRPic aQd VRcial ¶iQfUaVWUXcWXUeV· had QRW beeQ RYeUWhURZQ, aQd
Whe fRXQdaWiRQV Rf VWaWe SRZeU UePaiQed VecXUe, Whe iQWellecWXal,
PRUal aQd SV\chRlRgical ¶VXSeUVWUXcWXUeV· had cRllaSVed. AQd he ZaV
QRW faU fURP WhiQkiQg WhaW WhiV ZaV Whe ke\ WhiQg.

ThiV iV Zh\, XlWiPaWel\, if Ze ZiVh WR fRllRZ LefebYUe iQ hiV
UeɻecWiRQV RQ Ma\ ·68, iW iV beVW WR UeYeUW WR hiV cRQWePSRUaQeRXV
eVVa\, L·irrXpWion de NanWerre aX sommeW, Zhich haV beeQ XWWeUl\
QeglecWed b\ PRVW hiVWRUiaQV.28 IQ iW, LefebYUe SURSRVeV aQ iQiWial
claVViɹcaWiRQ, diVWiQgXiVhiQg beWZeeQ WhUee WeQdeQcieV iQ Whe
ideRlRg\ Rf Ma\ ·68: WhRVe he dXbbed ¶aUchaic· ² RQ Whe RQe haQd
Whe SaUW\ Rf RUdeU WhaW UejecWed VXbYeUViRQ, aQd RQ Whe RWheU
dRgPaWiVWV Rf Whe AlWhXVVeUiaQ YaUieW\; WheQ Whe ¶PRdeUQiVW·
WeQdeQc\ ² Whe PaiQ UecXSeUaWRU Rf Whe PRYePeQW; aQd ɹQall\ Whe
¶SRVVibiliVW· ² PRUe cRQceUQed ZiWh SRWeQWialiWieV WhaQ UealiW\, Uead\
WR gR be\RQd UealiW\ aQd SURclaiP Whe SUiPac\ Rf iPagiQaWiRQ RYeU
UeaVRQ. DRXbWleVV iW ZaV WR Whe ɹQal caWegRU\ WhaW LefebYUe aVVigQed
hiPVelf. BXW Whe PaiQ iQWeUeVW Rf Whe bRRk lieV QRW iQ iWV jXdgePeQW
Rf Whe eYeQWV Rf 1968, bXW iQ iWV aQal\ViV Rf Whe NaQWeUUe
SheQRPeQRQ, WUeaWed iQ Whe VaPe faVhiRQ aV ¶QeZ WRZQV· iQ eaUlieU
ZUiWiQgV. The NaQWeUUe facXlW\, RSeQed iQ 1964, ZaV SUeVeQWed b\ a
QXPbeU Rf RbVeUYeUV aW Whe WiPe aV a kiQd Rf fRcal SRiQW fRU
gUieYaQceV. ¶NaQWeUUe La FRlie ² UQiYeUViW\ CRPSle[·: WhRVe ZhR
ZeQW WR NaQWeUUe iQ WheVe \eaUV ZRXld QRW fRUgeW WhiV VigQSRVW aW Whe



liWWle VWaWiRQ Rf La FRlie, Zhich, befRUe Whe adYeQW Rf Whe RER, liQked
Whe VPall facXlW\ WR Whe gUeaW ciW\. AW Whe WiPe, iW ZaV QRW TXiWe
ɹQiVhed, Whe VhaQW\ WRZQV had QRW cRPSleWel\ diVaSSeaUed,
WUaQVSRUW ZaV iQcRQYeQieQW, aQd WheUe ZaV a ViQgle hall Rf UeVideQce
RQ caPSXV. NXPeURXV ZeUe Whe ɹUVW-haQd aQal\VeV alRQg Whe
fRllRZiQg liQeV: ¶iQ WhiV Slace Whe\ haYe cRQceQWUaWed all Whe SRVVible
cRQWUadicWiRQV UeTXiUed fRU aQ e[SlRViRQ·. IQ L·irrXpWion de NanWerre
aX sommeW, LefebYUe likeZiVe VWaUWV RXW fURP Whe ¶deVRlaWe laQdVcaSe·
Rf WhiV ¶PaUiViaQ facXlW\ RXWVide PaUiV·, bXW dReV QRW cRQɹQe hiPVelf
WR deVcUibiQg Whe cRQWUaVW. ¶The facXlW\ ZaV cRQceiYed iQ cRQfRUPiW\
ZiWh Whe PeQWal caWegRUieV Rf iQdXVWUial SURdXcWiRQ aQd
SURdXcWiYiW\.«¬The bXildiQgV e[SUeVV Whe SURjecW aQd iQVcUibe iW RQ
Whe gURXQd. IW iV WR be aQ eQWeUSUiVe, deYRWed WR Whe SURdXcWiRQ Rf
aYeUagel\ TXaliɹed iQWellecWXalV aQd ´jXQiRU cadUeVµ fRU WhiV VRcieW\·.
IV Whe Slace cXUVed? OQ Whe cRQWUaU\, iW iV a YacXXP, ¶Whe aQRPic,
Whe e[WUa-VRcial VRcial·, abVeQce; iW iV ¶ZheUe XQhaSSiQeVV WakeV
VhaSe·. ¶FaU Rʃ, Whe ciW\ ² SaVW, SUeVeQW, fXWXUe ² WakeV RQ a XWopian
YalXe fRU bR\V aQd giUlV iQVWalled iQ a heWeroWopia WhaW geQeUaWeV
WeQViRQV aQd PeVPeUi]iQg iPageV·. OQ ViWe, a dXal VegUegaWiRQ ²
fXQcWiRQal aQd VRcial, iQdXVWUial aQd XUbaQ ² eQclRVeV cXlWXUe iQ a
gheWWR, UedXceV Whe fXQcWiRQ Rf habiWaWiRQ WR a baVic PiQiPXP,
PaiQWaiQV ¶WUadiWiRQal VeSaUaWiRQV ² beWZeeQ bR\V aQd giUlV, beWZeeQ
ZRUk, leiVXUe aQd SUiYaWe life·, aQd UeQdeUV Whe leaVW e[eUciVe Rf
cRQWURl aQd ePblePaWic bXildiQgV ² Whe eVWaWe, Whe adPiQiVWUaWiYe
WRZeU ² s\mbols Rf UeSUeVViRQ. IQ RWheU ZRUdV, gRiQg be\RQd SV\chR-
VRciRlRgical aQal\ViV Rf UebelliRQ agaiQVW Whe faWheU aQd aXWhRUiW\,
aQd Whe cRQɻicW beWZeeQ geQeUaWiRQV, WhURXgh NaQWeUUe LefebYUe
SURSRVed WR Uead ¶cUiViV WhaW iV faU PRUe SURfRXQd, e[WeQdiQg fURP
eYeU\da\ life WR Whe iQVWiWXWiRQV aQd VWaWe WhaW hRld eYeU\WhiQg
WRgeWheU· (SS. 115²18).

IW ZaV iQ WeUPV Rf VSaWial aQd XUbaQ iVVXeV WhaW LefebYUe
fRUPXlaWed Whe SURbleP Rf 1968, QRW WhRVe Rf ¶ZUeVWiQg a YRice·
(Michel de CeUWeaX) RU a ¶bUeach· (EdgaU MRUiQ, ClaXde LefRUW aQd
JeaQ-MaUc CRXdUa\), becaXVe iW ZaV WheUe ² iQ Whe ¶XUbaQ UeYRlXWiRQ·
² WhaW all Whe cRQWUadicWiRQV Rf PRdeUQiW\ ZeUe RSeUaWiYe. IQ aQ\
eYeQW, iW ZaV iQ Whe Zake Rf (68 aQd dXUiQg Whe WeQ \eaUV beWZeeQ



1965 aQd 1975 WhaW LefebYUe achieYed a Seak Rf celebUiW\ aQd
iQWellecWXal iQɻXeQce, aW Whe YeU\ PRPeQW ZheQ he ZaV SUeSaUiQg WR
Wake UeWiUePeQW iQ 1973.29 ThiV decade PaUkV Whe WUaQViWiRQ fURP
Uadical cUiWiTXe WR a PRUe UeVeUYed VWaQce, Zhich QeYeUWheleVV
UePaiQV dRPiQaWed b\ Whe VeaUch fRU a cUiWical MaU[iVP. IW PighW be
aVked, aQd haV beeQ b\ YaUiRXV RbVeUYeUV, ZheWheU deVSiWe (RU ZiWh)
Whe WhXQdeU claS Rf The GXlag Archipelago, Whe 1970V ZeUe QRW Whe
gRldeQ age Rf a ceUWaiQ ¶FUeQch MaU[iVP· ² SUeciVel\ QRW
VWUXcWXUaliVP aQd AlWhXVVeUiaQiVP, bXW Whe MaU[iVP Rf WhiQkeUV ZhR
ZeUe deWached fURP CRPPXQiVP, fURP LXcieQ GRldPaQQ WR
FUaQoRiV ChkWeleW, fURP KRVWaV A[elRV WR EdgaU MRUiQ, ClaXde LefRUW
aQd CRUQeliXV CaVWRUiadiV. TheVe ZeUe Whe \eaUV ZheQ, SXUVXiQg a
cRPSUeheQViYe liQe Rf WhRXghW alUead\ PaUked b\ Whe InWrodXcWion Wo
ModerniW\ (1962) aQd MpWaphilosophie (1965), LefebYUe defeQded a
geQeUal WheRUeWical SURjecW (La Fin de l·hisWoire, 1970; Le ManifesWe
diʃprenWialisWe, 1971), SXQcWXaWed b\ a QeZ all-RXW aWWack RQ
VWUXcWXUaliVP (AX-delj dX sWrXcWXralisme, 1971; UeSXbliVhed iQ SaUW aV
L·idpologie sWrXcWXralisWe iQ 1975) aQd aQ aPbiWiRXV UeadiQg Rf Whe
¶VWaWiVW PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ· (De l·eWaW, fRXU YRlXPeV, 1976²78).
HRZeYeU, WhiV bRd\ Rf WheRUeWical ZRUk ZaV leVV Zell UeceiYed WhaQ
Whe ZRUkV Rf Whe RWheU QRQ-dRgPaWic MaU[iVWV Rf Whe SeUiRd. IW ZaV
hiV WhiQkiQg RQ WRZQV aQd XUbaQ TXeVWiRQV (Le DroiW j la Yille, 1968;
DX rXral j l·Xrbain aQd La RpYolXWion Xrbaine, 1970; La Penspe
mar[isWe eW la Yille, 1972), aQd eVSeciall\ WhaW ke\ ZRUk The
ProdXcWion of Space (1974), Zhich eaUQed LefebYUe UecRgQiWiRQ ²
VWUaQgel\ XQcRQYeQWiRQal UecRgQiWiRQ, ViQce iW ZaV beVWRZed leVV b\
ShilRVRSheUV aQd VRciRlRgiVWV WhaQ b\ geRgUaSheUV, XUbaQiVWV aQd
aUchiWecWV. The 1970V ZeUe Whe \eaUV Rf changer la Yie, changer la
Yille, bRWh RQ Whe LefW, ZiWh Whe CRPPRQ PURgUaPPe, aQd RQ Whe
RighW, ZiWh Whe QeZ XUbaQ SRlic\ iQaXgXUaWed XQdeU GiVcaUd b\
OliYieU GXichaUd. ThaQkV WR hiV SeUVRQal aQd VRcial QeWZRUkV, aQd
WhaQkV WR PiQiVWeUial UeVeaUch aVVigQPeQWV, fURP Whe 1960V XUbaQ
UeVeaUch ZaV iQ SaUW RUgaQi]ed aURXQd LefebYUe ² fRU e[aPSle, iQ
Whe PXlWi-diVciSliQaU\ CeQWUe de UecheUche d·XUbaQiVPe RU Whe
jRXUQal Espaces eW socipWps, Rf Zhich he ZaV a cR-fRXQdeU WRgeWheU
ZiWh AQaWRle KRSS, MaQXel CaVWellV, SeUge JRQaV aQd Ra\PRQd



LedUXW, befRUe bUeakiQg abUXSWl\ ZiWh iW iQ laUge SaUW RQ accRXQW Rf
CaVWellV· iQcUeaViQgl\ AlWhXVVeUiaQ SRViWiRQV. APid PXch faQfaUe,
CaVWellV had WakeQ XS Whe ¶XUbaQ TXeVWiRQ· iQ iWV UelaWiRQV ZiWh VWaWe
caSiWaliVP, iQ SaUWicXlaU iQ a SURYRcaWiYe aUWicle, ¶Y a-W-il XQe
VRciRlRgie XUbaiQe?·, iQ 1968.30

IW ZaV alVR iQ WhiV SeUiRd, RU iQ VXbVeTXeQW \eaUV, WhaW LefebYUe·V
ZRUk eQjR\ed iQWeUQaWiRQal diʃXViRQ Yia QXPeURXV WUaQVlaWiRQV. IQ
GeUPaQ\, iQ ZhaW ZaV VWill a VRUW Rf SUe-HabeUPaViaQ ShaVe aQd
XQdeU Whe iPSacW Rf Whe YaUiRXV alWeUQaWiYe aQd aXWRQRPRXV
PRYePeQWV WhURZQ XS b\ 1968, he ZaV UeceiYed aV a FUeQch
eTXiYaleQW Rf MaUcXVe RU Rf Whe ShilRVRSheUV Rf Whe FUaQkfXUW
SchRRl. ThiV ZaV Whe eSRch Zhich VaZ Whe deYelRSPeQW aPRQg
hiVWRUiaQV (LXW] NieWhaPPeU) Rf Whe WhePe Rf a hiVWRU\ ¶fURP belRZ·,
aQd aPRQg VRciRlRgiVWV aQd ShilRVRSheUV Rf aQ
¶eWhQRPeWhRdRlRgical· UeadiQg, UeVXlWiQg iQ a WheRU\ Rf acWiRQ. TZR
bRRkV ZeUe deYRWed WR LefebYUe aW Whe WiPe, RQe Rf Zhich ² ThRPaV
KleiQVSehQ·V ² dealV diUecWl\ ZiWh eYeU\da\ life.31 BXW iW ZaV aW Whe
eQd Rf Whe 1970V aQd Whe begiQQiQg Rf Whe 1980V WhaW LefebYUe
begaQ WR achieYe legiWiPac\ iQ Whe EQgliVh-VSeakiQg ZRUld, becaXVe
he ZaV Slaced b\ YaUiRXV VSecialiVWV iQ a PXch ZideU cXUUeQW,
eQcRPSaVViQg Whe ZhRle Rf Whe heWeURdR[ MaU[iVP WhaW VRXghW WR
WhiQk WhURXgh iWV RZQ cUiViV ViQce Whe gUeaW bUeakV aURXQd 1956 ²
ZheWheU WhiV bRd\ Rf WhRXghW ZaV UefeUUed WR aV ¶WeVWeUQ MaU[iVP·
(PeUU\ AQdeUVRQ), Whe ¶NeZ LefW· (AUWhXU HiUVh), RU ¶E[iVWeQWial
MaU[iVP· (MaUk PRVWeU).32

*

AW Whe begiQQiQg Rf Whe 1980V, ZiWh Whe aSSeaUaQce Rf Whe WhiUd
YRlXPe Rf CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life, cRPSleWed aW Whe YeU\ PRPeQW Rf
Whe LefW·V elecWRUal YicWRU\, LefebYUe fRXQd hiPVelf iQ a UaWheU
SaUadR[ical SRViWiRQ. OQ Whe RQe haQd, he ZaV, VR WR VSeak, VWill
liYiQg XQdeU Whe iPSeWXV Rf Whe ZRUkV WhaW Pade hiP RQe Rf Whe
UeSUeVeQWaWiYeV Rf Whe QRQ-cRPPXQiVW ¶FUeQch MaU[iVP· I haYe jXVW
PeQWiRQed. HiV laWeVW ZRUk VeePed WR PaUk a UeWXUQ WR ShilRVRSh\.
ThiV ZaV XQdeUliQed b\ OliYieU CRUSeW aQd ThieUU\ PaTXRW ² WZR Rf



Whe leadiQg ɹgXUeV iQ AXWogesWion ZiWh ZhRP he ZaV WR bUeak
VhRUWl\ afWeUZaUdV ² iQ RQe Rf Whe PaiQ aUWicleV RQ hiP SXbliVhed iQ
Whe PaiQVWUeaP FUeQch SUeVV ² aQ iQWeUYieZ iQ Le Monde eQWiWled
¶HeQUi LefebYUe ShilRVRShe dX TXRWidieQ·:

The ɹUVW WZR YRlXPeV Rf CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life VeePed WR be SUiPaUil\ VRciRlRgical
ZRUkV. The\ cRQWaiQed a QXPbeU Rf cRQcUeWe aQal\VeV, accRPSaQied b\ a WheRUeWical
iQTXiU\ iQWR Whe iQVWUXPeQWV aQd caWegRUieV UeTXiUed WR deYelRS a ¶VRciRlRg\ Rf
eYeU\da\QeVV·. WiWh WhiV QeZ YRlXPe, VXb-WiWled ¶FRU a PeWa-ShilRVRSh\ Rf Whe eYeU\da\·,
\RX aSSeaU WR chaQge \RXU aSSURach VRPeZhaW, PRYiQg WRZaUdV PRUe iQWeQViYe
abVWUacWiRQ, cRYeUiQg a ZideU ɹeld aQd PRUe baVic TXeVWiRQV. SR ZhaW UegiVWeU dReV \RXU
ZRUk, aQd VSeciɹcall\ eYeU\WhiQg WhaW UelaWeV WR eYeU\da\ life, SeUWaiQ WR?33

IW iV WUXe WhaW LefebYUe·V PaiQ WiWleV iQ Whe eaUl\ 1980V PaUked, QRW
ZiWhRXW VRPe HeideggeUiaQ echReV, UeQeZed ShilRVRShical
aPbiWiRQ: Le Prpsence eW l·absence, Une Penspe deYenXe monde, QX·esW-
ce qXe penser?, Le ReWoXr de la dialecWiqXe.34 ThiV aPbiWiRQ cRXld
ceUWaiQl\ be accRXQWed fRU b\ hiV diVWaQce, ViQce UeWiUePeQW, fURP
Whe SURfeVViRQal URle Rf VRciRlRgiVW. BXW iW iV dRXbWleVV PRUe Ueadil\
aWWUibXWable WR hiV ZiVh WR UeVXPe ZhaW, aV iV iQdicaWed b\ WhiV laVW
YRlXPe Rf CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life, he had deɹQed iQ hiV ZRUk Rf
1965 aV ¶PeWa-ShilRVRSh\·. WhaW WhiV had iQYRlYed, aW a WiPe ZheQ
Uadical cUiWiTXe ZaV aW iWV Seak, ZaV RSeQl\ aVVeUWiQg WhaW VRciRlRg\
cRXld RQl\ SeUfRUP a cUiWical fXQcWiRQ if iW fRUPed SaUW Rf a PRUe
aPbiWiRXV e[aPiQaWiRQ, ShilRVRShical iQ kiQd. HRZeYeU, VWaUWiQg RXW
fURP MaU[, iW alVR iPSlied aYRidiQg Whe alWeUQaWiYe beWZeeQ Whe
iQVWiWXWiRQali]aWiRQ Rf ShilRVRSh\, SUeVeUYiQg Whe ɹgXUe Rf Whe Vage,
aQd Whe liTXidaWiRQ Rf ShilRVRShical VSecXlaWiRQ iQ Whe QaPe Rf a
SRVWXUe WhaW LefebYUe, WaUgeWiQg AlWhXVVeU, chaUacWeUi]ed aV SRViWiYiVW
RU VcieQWiVWic. MeWa-ShilRVRSh\ ZaV WhXV deɹQed aV a VXSeUVeVViRQ Rf
ShilRVRSh\ aQd WhiV RbjecWiYe Rf WUaQVgUeVViRQ cRQWiQXed WR PaUk
LefebYUe·V WhiQkiQg ZheQ he aQal\]ed Whe SUeɹ[ ¶PeWa· iQ QX·esW-ce
qXe penser?35

OQ Whe RWheU haQd, Whe 1981 ZRUk PXVW be UeVWRUed WR iWV SURSeU
cRQWe[W ² iQ SaUWicXlaU, Whe LefW·V aUUiYal iQ SRZeU. APid Whe
iQWellecWXal eʃeUYeVceQce Rf Whe eaUl\ MiWWeUUaQd \eaUV, LefebYUe



had hRSeV Rf acTXiUiQg a SRViWiRQ RQ ke\ VRcial iVVXeV ZheUe UaSid
chaQgeV ZeUe XQdeUZa\ ² WRZQV, VSace aQd VR RQ. ThXV he Sla\ed a
URle if QRW aV e[SeUW, WheQ aV aQ adYiVeU aW leaVW, fRU e[aPSle, iQ
cRQQecWiRQ ZiWh Whe AXURX[ labRXU legiVlaWiRQ. WaV QRW Michel
DelebaUUe, PiQiVWeU fRU WRZQV, UeSRUWed WR keeS a cRS\ Rf Le DroiW j
la Yille RQ hiV PiQiVWeUial deVk, QRW heViWaWiQg WR ciWe iW?36 BXW
LefebYUe·V WhiQkiQg becaPe SaUWiall\ iQaXdible ² aQd QRW RQl\ RQ
accRXQW Rf Whe ideRlRgical aVVaXlW RQ MaU[iVP. AW Whe begiQQiQg Rf
Whe 1980V, LefebYUe RSWed fRU a SaUadR[ical UeXQiRQ ZiWh a decliQiQg
PCF, SURPSWiQg PaQ\ idiRWic UePaUkV. AV OliYieU CRUSeW UaWheU
diVlR\all\ SXW iW iQ hiV 1991 RbiWXaU\: ¶SXUSUiViQg, eYeQ VaddeQiQg a
QXPbeU Rf hiV fUieQdV, fURP 1978 RQZaUdV HeQUi LefebYUe iQiWiaWed
ZhaW he ZaQWed WR be a ´cUiWicalµ UecRQciliaWiRQ ZiWh Whe CRPPXQiVW
PaUW\·.37 IW ZaV aW WhiV SRiQW WhaW he SXbliVhed, ZiWh Whe VhRUW-liYed
ediWiRQV LibUeV-HallieU, a bRRk Rf iQWeUYieZV ZiWh Whe \RXQg
CRPPXQiVW PiliWaQW CaWheUiQe RpgXlieU, La RpYolXWion n·esW plXs ce
qX·elle pWaiW.38 The WiWle iV VigQiɹcaQW aQd iQ iWV Za\ alUead\ VigQalV
Whe cRPPeQWaU\ RQ aQ aShRUiVP Rf AdRUQR·V WhaW UXQV WhURXgh all Rf
LefebYUe·V laVW ZUiWiQgV: Whe PRPeQW fRU Whe Ueali]aWiRQ Rf
ShilRVRSh\ ZaV PiVVed. BXW fRU QRZ, Whe UaSSURchePeQW ZiWh Whe
PCF, Zhich ZaV all WRR eageU WR geW iWV haQdV RQ a MaU[iVW WhiQkeU iQ
Whe VWUaiWeQed ciUcXPVWaQceV Rf Whe 1980V, fRXQd e[SUeVViRQ iQ
QXPeURXV iQWeUYieZV iQ Whe CRPPXQiVW SUeVV. AW Whe WiPe Rf Whe
bRRk·V UeleaVe, fRllRZiQg a PCF CRQgUeVV WhaW ZaV SUeVeQWed aV a
VigQiɹcaQW WXUQiQg-SRiQW, LefebYUe, iQ aQ iQWeUYieZ eQWiWled ¶NRW
UePaiQiQg a SUiVRQeU Rf Whe SaVW·, Uecalled WhaW he had ¶TXiW Whe SaUW\
fURP Whe lefW·, QRW VeekiQg WR cRQceal hiV biWWeUQeVV aQd VcaUV. The
UaSSURchePeQW ZaV Whe SURdXcW Rf a SURceVV Rf eliPiQaWiRQ aPRQg
lefWiVWV ² ¶WeUUibl\ dRgPaWic aQd diYided iQWR VPall gURXSV· ² aQd Whe
¶PRUe iQVidiRXV [SUeVVXUe] Rf VRcial-dePRcUac\·, Zhich iQ hiV e\eV
ZaV Whe YecWRU Rf cRPSXWeUi]aWiRQ aQd PXlWi-QaWiRQali]aWiRQ XQdeU
APeUicaQ iQɻXeQce.39 OWheU aUWicleV fRllRZed, WR Whe SRiQW ZheUe iW
PighW be Vaid WhaW Whe CRPPXQiVW SUeVV ZaV YiUWXall\ Whe RQl\ RQe
WR aWWeQd WR LefebYUe iQ Whe 1980V, eVSeciall\ giYeQ WhaW RQ VeYeUal
RccaViRQV he aVVRciaWed hiPVelf ZiWh aSSealV b\ iQWellecWXalV fRU a
CRPPXQiVW YRWe. ReadeUV ZeUe UePiQded Rf hiV ReXYUe, iQ SaUWicXlaU



ZheQ Whe WhiUd YRlXPe Rf CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life caPe RXW.40 BXW
hiV RZQ iQWeUYeQWiRQV all UeYRlYed aURXQd a UefXVal WR ¶fRllRZ Whe
Sack· iQ UegaUdiQg Whe decliQe Rf Whe PCF aV iUUeYeUVible, aQd Whe
VRciRlRgical aQd SRliWical QeceVViW\ Rf iWV VXUYiYal iQ RUdeU WR
SUeVeUYe a Uadical SRle caSable Rf Uall\iQg QeZ, alWeUQaWiYe VRcial
PRYePeQWV, XUbaQ, ecRlRgical aQd SaciɹVW.41 FRU LefebYUe, WhiV
belaWed aQd XlWiPaWel\ liPiWed UecRQciliaWiRQ ZaV ZhRll\ cRQViVWeQW
ZiWh a VWaQce WhaW had alZa\V cRQViVWed iQ UejecWiQg RUWhRdR[\:
faced ZiWh Whe SUeYailiQg cRQVeQVXV, he belieYed iW SRVVible WR
ideQWif\ WUaceV, albeiW YeVWigial, Rf a cRXQWeU-cXlWXUe, a SRZeU WR Va\
QR, iQ VXUYiYiQg CRPPXQiVW SUacWice.

OQ WhiV baViV, hiV life caPe WR aQ eQd. DUiYeQ RXW Rf hiV PaUiViaQ
aSaUWPeQW ² he, Whe WhiQkeU Rf ¶habiWaWiRQ· ² aQd QRW haYiQg UeWiUed
(aV ZaV VWXSidl\ Vaid) WR hiV hRXVe iQ NaYaUUeQ[, iW ZaV afWeU
LefebYUe·V deaWh iQ 1991 WhaW hiV WhiQkiQg XQdeUZeQW a VXUSUiViQg, if
liPiWed, UeYiYal. IQWegUaWiQg hiP iQWR VRPe cXUUeQW Rf MaU[iVP ZaV
QR lRQgeU Whe iVVXe. The UeQeZal WRRk WZR cRPSlePeQWaU\ fRUPV.
FiUVW WheUe ZaV a ¶VSaWial WXUQ·, Zhich QaWXUall\ eQcRPSaVVed YaUiRXV
aVSecWV Rf Whe eYeU\da\. EYeQ if LefebYUe had e[eUWed VRPe
iQɻXeQce iQ Whe SUeYiRXV ɹfWeeQ \eaUV, iW ZaV Whe EQgliVh WUaQVlaWiRQ
Rf The ProdXcWion of Space iQ 1991 WhaW PaUked aQ iQiWial WXUQiQg-
SRiQW. IW iQWeUVecWed ZiWh iQTXiUieV b\ geRgUaSheUV, VRciRlRgiVWV,
aQWhURSRlRgiVWV ² SaUWicXlaUl\ fURP NRUWh APeUica.42 MaUiR RXi
MaUWiQV, KUiVWiQ RRVV aQd SWXaUW EldeQ, bXW eVSeciall\ EdZaUd W.
SRja, FUedUic JaPeVRQ aQd MaUk GRWWdieQeU Sla\ed a ke\ URle iQ
iQWURdXciQg LefebYUe·V WhiQkiQg abRXW VSace iQWR Whe UQiWed SWaWeV.
CRQWUaU\ WR VSaWial PeWaShRUV j la AlWhXVVeU RU BRXUdieX, Whe\
iQWURdXced WZR ke\ ideaV: Whe ɹUVW ZaV WhaW eYeU\da\ life iV Whe
eTXiYaleQW Rf VRcial VSace; Whe VecRQd ² aQd dRXbWleVV PRUe
iPSRUWaQW ² ZaV WhaW Whe\ SUeVeQWed LefebYUe aV a SUecXUVRU Rf
SRVWPRdeUQiVP.43 A chaUacWeUiVWic SheQRPeQRQ Rf ¶FUeQch WheRU\·
ZaV Whe Ue-e[SRUW WR FUaQce aQd Ue-accliPaWi]aWiRQ Rf a ¶QeZ lRRk·
LefebYUiaQiVP, iQ Whe Zake Rf WhiV AQglR-APeUicaQ ¶VSaWial WXUQ·.
FiUVW caPe Whe iVVXe Rf Annales de la recherche Xrbaine iQ 1994,
RʃeUiQg a balaQce-VheeW Rf WeQ \eaUV RQ XUbaQ TXeVWiRQV. While
MaQXel CaVWellV did QRW eYeQ PeQWiRQ LefebYUe·V QaPe, a



VWiPXlaWiQg aUWicle b\ IVaac JRVeSh, ¶Le dURiW j la Yille, la Yille j
l·ReXYUe. DeX[ SaUadigPeV de la UecheUche·, aQal\]ed UeVeaUch
deYelRSPeQWV alRQgVide Whe eYRlXWiRQ Rf XUbaQi]aWiRQ dXUiQg Whe
WrenWe glorieXses, cRPSaUiQg Whe QRWiRQ Rf droiW j la Yille ² Whe WiWle Rf
a ZRUk b\ LefebYUe SXbliVhed iQ 1968 ² Zhich he deɹQed aV RQe Rf
Whe VRcial UighWV aQd Zhich VWill allXded WR aQ XUbaQ XWRSia, aQd a
bRRk b\ JeaQ-ChUiVWRShe Baill\, SXbliVhed iQ 1992, La Ville j
l·oeXYre.44 LikeZiVe iQ 1994, YiUWXall\ a cRPSleWe QXPbeU Rf Espaces
eW socipWps, Zhich LefebYUe had helSed eVWabliVh, ZaV deYRWed WR hiP.
TZR aUWicleV iQ SaUWicXlaU VigQalled Whe iPSRUWaWiRQ iQWR FUaQce Rf
Whe WhePe Rf SRVWPRdeUQiW\, diVceUQiQg iQ iW Whe eSiVWePRlRgical
RSeQQeVV aQd lack Rf dRgPaWiVP chaUacWeUiVWic Rf LefebYUe·V
MaU[iVP.45 The VaPe W\Se Rf UeYiYal iV eYideQW iQ a UeceQW QXPbeU
Rf Whe jRXUQal Urbanisme, VigQiɹcaQWl\ eQWiWled ¶HeQUi LefebYUe aX
SUpVeQW·, Zhich iV PRUe WeVWiPRQial WhaQ aQal\Wical iQ chaUacWeU,
eYeQ if Whe aiP iV WR deWecW a ¶VXbWeUUaQeaQ· LefebYUiaQ SUeVeQce,
iQclXdiQg dXUiQg Whe \eaUV Rf MaU[iVP·V UeWUeaW.46

*

The QRWiRQ Rf a cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life ZaV caUdiQal iQ HeQUi
LefebYUe, eVSeciall\ ZheQ iW iQWeUVecWed ZiWh Whe WhePe Rf VSace aQd
WRZQV. IQ addiWiRQ WR ThRPaV KleiQVSehQ·V bRRk Rf 1975, iW haV
SURPSWed a faiUl\ laUge QXPbeU Rf ZRUkV, Zhich YaU\ iQ YalXe.47 IV
QRW WhiV ɹQal YRlXPe iQ Whe VeTXeQce VWaPSed ZiWh a YeUiWable
QRVWalgia? ¶TZeQW\ YeaUV AfWeU· iV Whe aSSURSUiaWe WiWle ZiWh Zhich WR
VXPPRQ XS Whe e[ceSWiRQall\ WXUbXleQW SeUiRd, SRliWicall\ aQd
iQWellecWXall\, VeSaUaWiQg LefebYUe·V laVW WZR YRlXPeV. IW ZaV
cRPSleWel\ dRPiQaWed b\ Whe SRl\VePic WhePe Rf ¶cUiViV·: QRW RQl\
Whe WZR Ril VhRckV Rf 1973 aQd 1979, Whe failXUe Rf eYeU\
UeYRlXWiRQaU\ PRdel, Whe deaWh Rf MaR (1976), SaUWUe (1980) aQd
AlWhXVVeU, ZhR VWUaQgled hiV Zife (1980). TheUe ZeUe alVR
SRVVibiliWieV WhaW had becRPe iPSRVVibiliWieV: ¶AW Whe eQd Rf Whe
QiQeWeeQWh ceQWXU\ aQd Whe begiQQiQg Rf Whe WZeQWieWh, iW ZaV
possible WhaW Whe EXURSeaQ ZRUkiQg claVV ZRXld ɹQd iWVelf
VWUeQgWheQed, eQWeU RQWR Whe SRliWical VWage, Pake iWVelf iQWR a



SRliWical VXbjecW aQd, b\ YaUiRXV PeaQV, becRPe Whe dRPiQaQW
claVV·.48 ThiV ZaV QR lRQgeU SRVVible. WiWh Whe WhiUd YRlXPe Rf Whe
CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life, Whe hRXU Rf UeckRQiQg had VWUXck
(¶CRQWiQXiWieV·, ¶DiVcRQWiQXiWieV·). FURP Whe VWaQdSRiQW Rf LefebYUe·V
SeUVRQal WUajecWRU\, PRUe WUagic SeUhaSV iV WhaW aW PaQ\ SRiQWV iQ
WhiV ɹQal YRlXPe Ze Vee WhaW he WRR, Zhile XQable WR abaQdRQ Whe
RUgaQi]iQg fUaPeZRUk Rf MaU[iVP, Zhile XQZilliQg WR ¶UeQRXQce
MaU[·, had a cleaU VeQVe WhaW iW ZaV all XS ZiWh a QXPbeU Rf Whe
QRWiRQV, cRQceSWV RU eYeQ UealiWieV aURXQd Zhich a UeYRlXWiRQaU\
V\VWeP WhaW alVR aVSiUed WR be a UeYRlXWiRQ iQ WhRXghW had beeQ
cRQVWUXcWed. LefebYUe cRPeV VWUaighW RXW ZiWh iW: Whe QRWiRQ Rf Whe
SeRSle,49 labRXU aV Whe VRXUce Rf YalXe, aQd Whe UeYRlXWiRQaU\
SURjecW iWVelf aUe aW aQ eQd. ThiV iV hRZ Whe dicWXP WhaW Whe PRPeQW
fRU Whe Ueali]aWiRQ Rf ShilRVRSh\ haV beeQ PiVVed iV WR be
XQdeUVWRRd.

IW iV WhiV geQeUal SeUVSecWiYe WhaW leadV WR Whe PRVW WUagic UealiW\ WR
be UecRUded: Whe eQd Rf aQ eUa iQ WhRXghW. LefebYUe·V gUeaW
cRQWUibXWiRQ, RQ Whe dXal baViV Rf MaU[iVP aQd Whe aYaQW-gaUde
e[SeUieQce, ZaV XQTXeVWiRQabl\ WR haYe UeQdeUed Whe eYeU\da\, RU
PRUe SUeciVel\ Whe cUiWiTXe Rf Whe eYeU\da\, aQ eVVeQWial ɹeld Rf
VRciRlRgical e[SlRUaWiRQ aQd ShilRVRShical UeɻecWiRQ RQ VRcial
chaQge; aQd WR haYe Pade iW Whe WheRUeWical baViV Rf Whe dePaQd WR
changer la Yie WhaW iQVSiUed Whe YaUiRXV PRYePeQWV aURXQd Ma\
1968, aV Zell aV Whe WhiQkiQg Rf Whe Rɽcial LefW, Zhich adRSWed iW
fRU iWV RZQ SXUSRVeV aQd iQVWUXPeQWali]ed iW. WhaW YRlXPe WhUee
UeYealV iV WhaW MaU[iVP, iQdiVSeQVable fURP Whe 1930V WR Whe 1960V
ZheQ iW caPe WR WhiQkiQg abRXW Whe cRQWePSRUaU\ ZRUld, had QRW
VXccXPbed RQl\ WR Whe haPPeU-blRZV Rf Whe ¶NeZ PhilRVRSheUV·
(¶MaU[ iV dead·). ThiQkiQg abRXW Whe eYeU\da\ aQd Whe cUiWiTXe Rf
eYeU\da\ life QR lRQgeU UeTXiUe MaU[iVP: WhaW, afWeU all, iV Whe leVVRQ
Rf Michel de CeUWeaX.50 If iW iV SRVVible WR UeUead MaU[ WRda\, iW iV iQ
aQ XWWeUl\ diʃeUeQW, QRQ-V\QchURQRXV iQWellecWXal cRQɹgXUaWiRQ. IQ
Whe Pid-1990V, eYeQ befRUe Whe BRXUdieX ZaYe, a cURS Rf bRRkV RQ
MaU[iVP WUied WR bURach iW diʃeUeQWl\ fURP Whe gRRd Rld da\V ZheQ
iW ZaV iQWellecWXall\ dRPiQaQW. We had a gliPSVe Rf WhiV, fRU
e[aPSle, aW Whe iQWeUQaWiRQal cRQfeUeQce Rf Whe jRXUQal AcWXel Mar[



RQ Whe UeVXlWV aQd SURVSecWV Rf MaU[iVP iQ SeSWePbeU 1995, RU iQ
Ma\ 1998 RQ Whe RccaViRQ Rf Whe 150Wh aQQiYeUVaU\ Rf Whe
CommXnisW ManifesWo. MRUeRYeU, WhiV UeQeZed iQWeUeVW deUiYeV fURP
iQWellecWXal XQiYeUVeV WhaW aUe RfWeQ YeU\ diʃeUeQW fURP MaU[iVW
WhRXghW iQ Whe claVVical VeQVe Rf Whe WeUP aQd iV bRXQd XS, iQ FUaQce
aW leaVW, ZiWh Whe UeQaiVVaQce iQ SRliWical ShilRVRSh\ XQdeU Whe
iQɻXeQce Rf CRUQeliXV CaVWRUiadiV aQd ClaXde LefRUW iQ SaUWicXlaU,51

QRW WR PeQWiRQ Whe ɻRXUiVhiQg iQ Whe AQglRShRQe ZRUld Rf aQ
¶aQal\Wical· MaU[iVP WhaW UejecWV HegeliaQ lRgic aQd eQdeaYRXUV WR
UecRQcile MaU[ ZiWh JRhQ RaZlV. HaV MaU[ becRPe ¶XQWiPel\· iQ Whe
TXaVi-NieW]VcheaQ VeQVe Rf Whe WeUP?52 AW leaVW he haV QRW acTXiUed
Whe UePRWe bXW YeQeUable VWaWXV Rf ¶QiQeWeeQWh-ceQWXU\ WhiQkeU·
eQjR\ed b\ GXi]RW, TRcTXeYille, ReQaQ RU TaiQe. He VWill haV VRPe
biWe!

IQ Whe SUeVeQWaWiRQ Rf Whe iVVXe Rf Espaces and socipWps deYRWed WR
hiP, Whe aXWhRUV PeWaShRUicall\ eYRke Whe ¶ghRVW Rf HeQUi LefebYUe·.
JacTXeV DeUUida·V aWWePSW WR ɻXVh RXW Whe ¶VSecWUeV Rf MaU[· iV QRW
cRQdXcWed PeWaShRUicall\.53 Via Whe QRWiRQ Rf VSecWUe, he SRQdeUV
Whe VSiUiW Rf MaU[iVP aQd cRQWeVWV Whe QeZ dRPiQaQW diVcRXUVe WhaW
UejRiceV iQ iWV cRllaSVe. IQ WhiV VeQVe, Whe ¶eQd Rf hiVWRU\· iV a VSecieV
Rf VSiUiWXaliVW geVWXUe, iQWeQded WR cRQjXUe Whe ghRVW Rf MaU[.
MaU[iVP SeUViVWV aV a ¶VSiUiW·, QeiWheU liYiQg QRU dead; iW haXQWV QeR-
caSiWaliVP RQ behalf Rf Uadical cUiWiTXe aQd a caSaciW\ fRU Velf-
cUiWiciVP. La Fin de l·hisWoire iV a ZRUk b\ LefebYUe daWiQg back WR
1970«¶The PRPeQW WR Ueali]e ShilRVRSh\ ZaV PiVVed·. IV WhiV QRW WR
VWaWe, iQ WUXe ShilRVRShical-SReWical RU SReWical-ShilRVRShical VW\le,
aQd eYeQ WhRXgh WheUe iV VWill VRPeWhiQg WR Sla\ fRU, ZhaW FUaQoRiV
FXUeW had alUead\ aQQRXQced iQ InWerpreWing Whe French ReYolXWion iQ
1978 aQd Zhich he VXbVeTXeQWl\ aQal\]ed aW gUeaW leQgWh iQ The
Passing of an IllXsion: Whe eQd Rf Whe UegiPe Rf UeYRlXWiRQaU\
hiVWRUiciW\, Whe eQd Rf Whe illXViRQ WhaW UeYRlXWiRQ iV Whe RQl\
PRdaliW\ Rf hiVWRUical chaQge?54



Introduction

1

ThaW chaQgeV haYe RccXUUed iQ eYeU\da\ life RYeU UeceQW \eaUV iV
VcaUcel\ RSeQ WR diVSXWe. HRZ faU haYe Whe\ gRQe? HaYe Whe\
ZRUVeQed eYeU\da\ life RU TXaliWaWiYel\ iPSURYed iW? TheVe aUe
PaWWeUV fRU diVcXVViRQ.

ThaW QeZ chaQgeV aUe iQ VWRUe, RQ Whe Za\, iV iQcRQWeVWable.
WheWheU, aV iV XQiYeUVall\ claiPed, Whe\ Zill be Uadical (iQ RWheU
ZRUdV, Wake WhiQgV aQd SeRSle ¶b\ Whe URRW·), iV aQRWheU TXeVWiRQ.

NiQeWeeQ eighW\-RQe VeePV aQ aSSURSUiaWe PRPeQW WR caVW a
UeWURVSecWiYe glaQce RYeU aVSecWV Rf dail\ life dXUiQg Whe WZeQWieWh
ceQWXU\ ² iQ SUacWice aQd ¶UealiW\·, bXW alVR iQ kQRZledge,
ShilRVRSh\, liWeUaWXUe aQd aUW.

AUe Ze QRW faced ZiWh aQ alWeUQaWiYe? AcceSWaQce Rf dail\ life aV
iW iV (aV iW deYelRSV iQ aQd WhURXgh iWV chaQgeV); RU UefXVal Rf iW, a
UefXVal WhaW caQ be eiWheU heURic aQd aVceWic, RU hedRQiVWic aQd
VeQVXal, RU UeYRlXWiRQaU\, RU aQaUchiVWic ² iQ RWheU ZRUdV, QeR-
RRPaQWic, heQce aeVWheWic?

AcceSWaQce iQYRlYeV PXch PRUe WhaQ cRQVeQWiQg WR WUiYial acWV:
bX\iQg aQd VelliQg, cRQVXPSWiRQ, YaUiRXV acWiYiWieV. IW iPSlieV a
¶cRQVeQVXV·: acceSWaQce Rf VRcieW\, Whe PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ ² iQ a
ZRUd, a (Whe) WRWaliW\. IQ WhiV Za\, SeRSle (ZhR? each aQd eYeU\ RQe
Rf XV) cRQdePQ WhePVelYeV WR QRW deViUiQg, cRQceiYiQg, RU eYeQ
iPagiQiQg SRVVibiliWieV be\RQd WhiV PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ!

AQ aVVeVVPeQW Rf Whe ceQWXU\ iQ WhiV UeVSecW Zill haYe WR Wake
accRXQW Rf WechQRlRgieV, bXW alVR Rf VRcial UelaWiRQV aQd WheiU YaUiRXV



e[SUeVViRQV, SRliWical SURblePV aQd hiVWRU\, dail\ life beiQg iQ iWV
Za\ a hiVWRUical SURdXcW (SRVVibl\ Whe ¶SURdXcW· clRVeVW WR XV, PRVW
acceVVible WR RXU XQdeUVWaQdiQg).

IV iW PeUel\ a TXeVWiRQ Rf aQal\ViQg dail\ life aV Rf 1981? Of
deWeUPiQiQg ZhaW haV aQd haV QRW chaQged, fRUecaVWiQg ZhaW iV
gRiQg WR be alWeUed RU cRQVRlidaWed iQ \eaUV WR cRPe? NR. IW alVR
iQYRlYeV eVWabliVhiQg ZheWheU Whe cUiWical aQal\ViV Rf eYeU\da\ life
caQ VeUYe aV a gXidiQg WhUead (aQ AUiadQe·V WhUead!) fRU kQRZledge
Rf VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle aQd iWV iQɻecWiRQ iQ a SaUWicXlaU diUecWiRQ, iQ
RUdeU WR giYe iW PeaQiQg. TR SXW iW aQRWheU Za\, dReV (cUiWical) VWXd\
Rf dail\ life Pake iW SRVVible WR UeViVW Whe dXal faVciQaWiRQ ² ZiWh
¶UealiW\· aQd ZiWh caWaVWURShe ² WhaW VeePV WR gUiS VXch WhRXghW aV
VXUYiYeV WRda\?

2

PUeYiRXVl\ ² iQ RWheU ZRUdV, a feZ decadeV agR ² Whe WeUP ¶dail\·
UefeUUed WR ZhaW ZaV eVVeQWial fRU da\-WR-da\ liYiQg RU VXUYiYal:
¶GiYe XV WhiV da\ RXU dail\ bUead·. SiQce WheQ, iWV PeaQiQg aQd
VigQiɹcaQce haYe alWeUed. BURadeU aQd YagXeU, Whe ZRUd ¶dail\·
UefeUV WR Whe VeW Rf eYeU\da\ acWV, aQd eVSeciall\ Whe facW WhaW Whe\
aUe iQWeUliQked, WhaW Whe\ fRUP a ZhRle. IPSliciWl\, iW iV acceSWed
WhaW dail\ life dReV QRW bRil dRZQ WR a VXP Rf iVRlaWed acWV: eaWiQg,
dUiQkiQg, dUeVViQg, VleeSiQg, aQd VR RQ, Whe VXP WRWal Rf cRQVXPeU
acWiYiWieV. E[ceSW ZheQ VRcieW\ iV deɹQed e[clXViYel\ b\
cRQVXPSWiRQ (VRPeWhiQg WhaW iV iQcUeaViQgl\ UaUe), WheUe iV aQ
aZaUeQeVV WhaW cRQVideUaWiRQ Rf WheVe iVRlaWed acWV dReV QRW e[haXVW
dail\ life, aQd WhaW Ze PXVW alVR aWWeQd WR WheiU cRQWe[W: Whe VRcial
UelaWiRQV ZiWhiQ Zhich Whe\ RccXU. NRW RQl\ becaXVe each acWiRQ
WakeQ VeSaUaWel\ UeVXlWV fURP a PicUR-deciViRQ, bXW becaXVe WheiU
VeTXeQce XQfRldV iQ a VRcial VSace aQd WiPe bRXQd XS ZiWh
SURdXcWiRQ. IQ RWheU ZRUdV, dail\ life, like laQgXage, cRQWaiQV
PaQifeVW fRUPV aQd deeS VWUXcWXUeV WhaW aUe iPSliciW iQ iWV
RSeUaWiRQV, \eW cRQcealed iQ aQd WhURXgh WheP. IQ Whe VhRSV Ze
cRPe acURVV iQQXPeUable ZRUkV deYRWed WR eYeU\da\ acWV:



hRXVeZRUk, cRRkeU\, dUeVViQg, VleeS, Ve[XaliW\, aQd VR RQ. We caQ
eYeQ bX\ ¶eQc\clRSaediaV· WhaW aWWePSW WR aVVePble WheVe SaUWicXlaU
aVSecWV. BXW ZhaW iV PiVViQg iQ VXch ZRUkV iV Whe ZhRle, Whe
VeTXeQce. EYeU\da\ acWV aUe UeSeaWed (UeSURdXced) b\ diQW Rf WhiV
VeTXeQce aQd ZhaW iW iQYRlYeV. The\ aUe ViPXlWaQeRXVl\ iQdiYidXal,
¶gURXS· (faPil\, cRlleagXeV aQd fUieQdV, eWc.), aQd VRcial. IQ Za\V
WhaW aUe SRRUl\ XQdeUVWRRd, Whe eYeU\da\ iV WhXV clRVel\ UelaWed WR
Whe PRdeV Rf RUgaQi]aWiRQ aQd e[iVWeQce Rf a (SaUWicXlaU) VRcieW\,
Zhich iPSRVeV UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ fRUPV Rf ZRUk, leiVXUe, ¶SUiYaWe
life·, WUaQVSRUW, SXblic life. A cRQVWUaiQiQg iQɻXeQce, Whe eYeU\da\
iPSRVeV iWVelf RQ all PePbeUV Rf Whe UeleYaQW VRcieW\, ZhR, ZiWh
VRPe e[ceSWiRQV, haYe RQl\ PiQRU YaUiaWiRQV RQ Whe QRUPV aW WheiU
diVSRVal.

IW iV iQ WhiV VeQVe ² bURad, UaWheU YagXe, aQd aV \eW QRW claUiɹed ²
WhaW dail\ life haV UeceQWl\ eQWeUed cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd WhRXghW,
allRZiQg aQal\ViV WR aYRid PXQdaQiWieV abRXW VeePiQgl\ ¶cRQcUeWe·
WUiɻeV cRQceUQiQg geQeUaWiRQV, Ve[eV, iQcRPeV, ¶hRXVehRld ɹWWiQgV·,
aQd VR RQ: faPiliaU deWailV WhaW PighW be WakeQ fRU a ¶VcieQWiɹc·
deVcUiSWiRQ RU ¶SheQRPeQRlRg\· Rf dail\ life.

IQ Whe SaVW, ShilRVRSheUV e[clXded dail\ life fURP kQRZledge aQd
ZiVdRP. EVVeQWial aQd PXQdaQe, iW ZaV deePed XQZRUWh\ Rf
WhRXghW. ThRXghW ɹUVW Rf all eVWabliVhed a diVWaQce (aQ ppochp) Yis-j-
Yis dail\ life, Whe dRPaiQ aQd abRde Rf QRQ-ShilRVRSheUV. ThiQgV
haYe chaQged. IQ 1980, Whe SZiVV PhilRVRSh\ SRcieW\ RUgaQi]ed a
EXURSeaQ V\PSRViXP RQ Whe VXbjecW Rf ¶dail\ life aQd ShilRVRSh\·,
dXUiQg Zhich iW becaPe cleaU WhaW WRda\ ShilRVRSh\ caQ be deɹQed
b\ iWV UelaWiRQ WR dail\ life, b\ iWV caSaciW\ WR gUaVS iW, WR XQdeUVWaQd
iW, WR iQWegUaWe iW iQWR a cRQceSWXal ZhRle aiPiQg aW WRWaliW\ aQd
XQiYeUValiW\. PhilRVRSh\ iV WheUeb\ VeekiQg WR UeQeZ iWVelf b\
RYeUcRPiQg VSecXlaWiYe abVWUacWiRQ. AQd WhiV haV beeQ Whe caVe ViQce
MaU[, HXVVeUl, HeideggeU, LXkicV, aQd YaUiRXV RWheUV. We Vhall Vee
WhaW ¶SXUe· ShilRVRSheUV, haYiQg gUiSSed dail\ life iQ WheiU
cRQceSWXal SlieUV, VWill SURSRVe WR diVSRVe Rf iW b\ abVRUbiQg iW,
UaWheU WhaQ acceSWiQg iW aV iW iV ² RU WUaQVfRUPiQg iW.

AW Whe VaPe WiPe, Whe WeUP ¶dail\· aQd Whe ¶UealiW\· WR Zhich iW
UefeUV haYe Pade WheiU Za\ iQWR QeZVSaSeUV aQd liWeUaWXUe. AQ



iQcUeaViQgl\ iPSRUWaQW VecWiRQ Rf Whe SUeVV UeYRlYeV aURXQd dail\ life
aQd iWV ¶SURblePV· (WR VXch aQ e[WeQW WhaW Whe WeUP ¶SURbleP· haV
beeQ WUiYiali]ed aQd iV becRPiQg Zell-Qigh iQWRleUable). IQ liWeUaWXUe
fURP JR\ce WR SiPeQRQ aQd JaSUiVRW (a delibeUaWe aQd VRPeZhaW
iURQic aVVRciaWiRQ), QRYeliVWV Veek WR caSWXUe dail\ life aW eYeU clRVeU
UaQge, iQ RUdeU WR deUiYe VXUSUiViQg eʃecWV fURP iW. NRW WR PeQWiRQ
APeUicaQ aXWhRUV ZhR V\VWePaWicall\ VPXggle Whe e[WUaRUdiQaU\ RXW
Rf Whe RUdiQaU\ (TXRWidiaQ). YeW dail\ life iV QRW cRXQWeUSRVed iQ
VRPe binar\ RSSRViWiRQ WR Whe QRQ-TXRWidiaQ: Whe ShilRVRShical, Whe
VXSeUQaWXUal, Whe VacUed, Whe aUWiVWic. A biQaU\ VchePa Rf WhaW VRUW
fRUgeWV a (Whe) WhiUd WeUP ² WhaW iV WR Va\, SRZeU, gRYeUQPeQW, Whe
VWaWe-SRliWical. ThiV iQYRlYeV, aQd eYeQ e[SlaiQV, RWheU PePRU\
laSVeV.

3

PUeRccXSaWiRQ ZiWh dail\ life haV alVR Pade iWV Za\ iQWR ZhaW aUe
called Whe VRcial VcieQceV: hiVWRU\ aV Zell aV aQWhURSRlRg\, VRciRlRg\,
SV\chRlRg\, aQd VR RQ. MaQ\ VSecialiVWV aUe diVcRYeUiQg iQ dail\ life
Whe ¶cRQcUeWeQeVV·, Whe ¶UealiW\· Whe\ ZeUe SXUVXiQg, bXW Zhich,
XQfRUWXQaWel\, Whe\ diYided XS, iQ liQe ZiWh WheiU PeWhRdV, WR caUYe
RXW WheiU ¶ɹeld·. SRPe belieYe WhaW Whe VcieQceV Rf hXPaQ UealiW\
cRQYeUge RQ WhiV cRQcUeWe UealiW\. OWheUV, b\ cRQWUaVW, UeckRQ WhaW a
PicUR-VRciRlRg\ RU PicUR-SV\chRlRg\ iV fRUPed aW Whe leYel Rf dail\
life iQ RSSRViWiRQ WR PacUR-VRciRlRg\ RU PacUR-SV\chRlRg\, diUecWed
WRZaUdV Whe WRWaliW\. CRQceUQ ZiWh dail\ life caQ alVR eQWeU
kQRZledge XQdeU RWheU UXbUicV, iQdiUecWl\ RU illiciWl\: ¶PaWeUial
ciYili]aWiRQ·, ¶habiWXV·, ¶SUa[ePeV·, aQd VR RQ. SRPe VRciRlRgiVWV aUe
WakiQg XS Whe WhePe Rf dail\ life: ZiWhRXW UefeUUiQg WR SUeYiRXV
UeVeaUch, Whe\ call WhePVelYeV ¶QeZ VRciRlRgiVWV· afWeU We PaQQeU Rf
Whe ¶QeZ ShilRVRSheUV·, aQd aQQRXQce Whe adYeQW Rf a VRciRlRg\ Rf
dail\ life.1

IQ PRVW Rf WheVe VWXdieV, Whe cUiWical ² heQce SRliWical ² diPeQViRQ
iV RbVcXUed WR YaQiVhiQg SRiQW. The SUagPaWic aQd SRViWiYiVW
aSSURach, Zhich aiPV aQd claiPV WR be VcieQWiɹc, iQYRlYeV



eQdRUVePeQW. AccRUdiQg WR WhiV PeWhRd, SRViWiYe kQRZledge
SUeclXdeV cUiWical WhiQkiQg. ThiV iV a V\PSWRPaWic aWWiWXde. Of ZhaW?
OQe UecRUdV, RQe UaWiɹeV. KQRZledge aQd ackQRZledgePeQW gR haQd
iQ haQd, iQ WaQdeP. The VcieQWiVW ² RU, UaWheU, Whe RQe ZhR kQRZV
[sachanW] ² SURceedV Ueɻe[iYel\: he UeɻecWV RQ ZhaW he RbVeUYeV; he
UeɻecWV iW. AccRUdiQg WR WhiV aSSURach, SRViWiYe kQRZledge dReV QRW
VWeS RXWVide Whe faiW accompli: Whe ¶facWXal·, Whe ¶Ueal·. CUiWical
WhiQkiQg iV ecliSVed aQd eYeQ eliPiQaWed, aV iV Whe iQYaUiabl\
WURXbliQg iVVXe Rf possibiliWies WhaW aUe diVWiQcW fURP realiW\.

The WhePe Rf Whe PiUURU, VR cRPPRQ iQ cRQWePSRUaU\ ZUiWiQg,
SeUfecWl\ eQcaSVXlaWeV ZhaW iW PeaQV: Whe iQabiliW\ Rf UeɻecWiRQ WR
SeUceiYe aQ\WhiQg RWheU WhaQ Whe PiUURUed RU UeɻecWed RbjecW;
QeglecW Rf Whe XWWeU diʃeUeQce beWZeeQ iPage aQd RbjecW; aQd
ɹQall\, cRQfXViRQ beWZeeQ RbjecWV iQ Whe PiUURU aQd Whe iPage Rf
Whe QaUciVViVWic ¶VXbjecW· iQ fURQW Rf iWV RZQ PiUURU¬«

The ¶Ueal· aQd ¶UealiW\·? OQ Whe face Rf iW, Whe\ dR QRW VhifW; Whe\
aUe XQchaQgiQg fRU WhRXghW aQd befRUe iW. IQ WUXWh, if Ze Pa\ VWill
SXW iW WhXV, ¶UealiW\· iV cRQVWaQWl\ PRYiQg, VlidiQg, WRZaUdV VRPeWhiQg
elVe. FRU a lRQg WiPe, ZhaW ShilRVRSheUV aQd VcieQWiVWV XQdeUVWRRd
b\ Whe WeUP ZaV VRPeWhiQg SURfRXQd, VecUeW, hiddeQ: eVVeQce RU
VXbVWaQce, RccXlW TXaliWieV, IdeaV RU WhiQgV iQ WhePVelYeV,
WUaQVceQdeQce. FURP WhiV SeUVSecWiYe, fURP PlaWR WR Hegel, Whe
ShilRVRSheU SURPXlgaWed Whe ¶WUXe UealiW\·, Whe ¶Ueal WUXWh·, RU Whe
¶deeS PeaQiQg· ² iQ VhRUW, Whe XQiW\ Rf Whe Ueal aQd Whe WUXe iQ, b\
aQd fRU Whe LRgRV.

WhaW dReV Whe ZRUd ¶Ueal· PeaQ WRda\? IW iV Whe giYeQ, Whe VeQVible
aQd SUacWical, Whe acWXal, Whe SeUceSWible VXUface. AV fRU dail\ life,
Whe geQeUal RSiQiRQ iV WhaW iW fRUPV SaUW Rf UealiW\. BXW dReV iW
cRiQcide ZiWh iW? NR, fRU iW cRQWaiQV VRPeWhiQg PRUe, VRPeWhiQg leVV,
aQd VRPeWhiQg elVe: liYed e[SeUieQce, ɻeeWiQg VXbjecWiYiW\ ²
ePRWiRQV, aʃecWV, habiWV, aQd fRUPV Rf behaYiRXU. We Pa\ add WhaW
iW alVR iQclXdeV abVWUacWiRQ. MRQe\ aQd cRPPRdiWieV SRVVeVV aQ
abVWUacW diPeQViRQ WhaW fRUPV SaUW Rf eYeU\da\ UealiW\, Zhich alVR
cRQWaiQV iPageV (a PXlWiSliciW\ Rf iPageV, ZiWhRXW WheUeb\ YaQiVhiQg
iQWR Whe ¶iPagiQaU\·).



SXUUealiVP XQTXeVWiRQabl\ UeSUeVeQWed a PileVWRQe iQ Whe
diVSlacePeQW Rf ZhaW iV called Whe ¶Ueal·, iQ iWV deceQWUiQg aQd
UeceQWUiQg. IW ZaV chaUacWeUi]ed b\ a ɻighW fURP UealiW\. MRUeRYeU, iW
ZaV iQ UealiW\ WhaW SXUUealiVP diVceUQed Whe iPagiQaU\, diVcRYeUed
Whe e[WUaRUdiQaU\ aQd Whe VXSeUQaWXUal. (IQ WhiV cRQWe[W, Vee Le
Pa\san de Paris RU L·AmoXr foX, ZiWh WheiU deVcUiSWiRQV Rf
VXSeUQaWXUall\ chaUged Ueal RbjecWV.) The ViPXlWaQeRXV SURblePV Rf
claVVical idealiVP aQd ShilRVRShical UealiVP iQdXced a diVSlacePeQW
WhaW had beeQ fRUeVeeQ aQd heUalded b\ SReWV. SiQce WheQ, Whe ¶Ueal·
haV beeQ UeSUeVeQWed aQd YalXed (RU deYalXed) diʃeUeQWl\ ² all Whe
PRUe VR ViQce absWracWion (WR Zhich Whe ZRUld Rf cRPPRdiWieV, like
WhaW Rf WechQiTXeV, belRQgV) iV held, QRW XQUeaVRQabl\, WR be PRUe
cRPSle[ WhaQ Whe ¶Ueal·, fURP Zhich iW caQQRW be VeSaUaWed.

RaWheU WhaQ deUiYiQg fURP a ¶WhiQg iQ iWVelf·, iV QRW Whe ¶Ueal·
XVXall\ a prodXcW, aQd RccaViRQall\ a Zork? SRPeWiPeV iW iV Whe
cRPSaUaWiYel\ ViPSle RXWcRPe eiWheU Rf kQRZledge aQd WechQical
aSSlicaWiRQ, RU Rf e[chaQge RU hiVWRU\; VRPeWiPeV aQ RbjecW
SRVVeVViQg bRXQdleVV ZealWh, hRUi]RQV, PXlWiSle PeaQiQgV. AccRXQW
PXVW be WakeQ Rf WheVe cRQWUaVWiQg aVSecWV Rf ¶UealiW\·. IV WhiV UealiW\
Whe RSSRViWe Rf aSSeaUaQceV, dpcRU, illXViRQV? DReV iW QRW iQclXde
WheP aV VXch? IV WheUe VWill a Qeed fRU cUiWical WhiQkiQg WR iQWeUYeQe?
UQTXeVWiRQabl\. All Whe PRUe VR ViQce cRQfXViRQ beWZeeQ Whe
SRYeUW\ Rf Whe RbjecW aQd iWV ZealWh, beWZeeQ Whe SURdXcW aQd Whe
ZRUk, iV cRPPRQ aQd eYeQ RUgaQi]ed (b\ adYeUWiViQg). BXW aW ɹUVW
VighW iW VeePV WhaW cUiWical WhiQkiQg, haYiQg becRPe VWeUile, VeUYeV QR
SXUSRVe. HeQce iWV ecliSVe b\ a ¶UealiW\· WhaW VeePV elRTXeQW aQd Velf-
eYideQW.

The abXVe Rf cUiWical WhiQkiQg, Zhich haV laSVed iQWR
h\SeUcUiWiciVP, PXVW alVR be ackQRZledged. FRU Whe WiPe beiQg, leW
XV cRQɹQe RXUVelYeV WR Whe caWchZRUd Rf Whe SURWeVW PRYePeQWV:
¶changer la Yie·. OUigiQall\ VXbYeUViYe, iW ZaV ciUcXlaWed, WUiYiali]ed,
debaVed, defXVed, aQd WRXWed iQdiVcUiPiQaWel\. TheUeafWeU, if
VRPeWhiQg chaQged, iW ZaV QRW b\ YiUWXe Rf WhiV VlRgaQ, bXW fRU RWheU
UeaVRQV: VWUXggleV (b\, aPRQg RWheUV, ZRPeQ) aQd/RU WechQiTXeV.
We Vhall UeWXUQ WR Whe debaVePeQW aQd UecXSeUaWiRQ WhaW fRUP SaUW



Rf WhiV defeaW, aV Zell aV WR Whe WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ Rf dail\ life dXUiQg
Whe VecRQd half Rf WhiV ceQWXU\.

A ¶UeWURVSecWiYe· ZRXld be iQ RUdeU heUe. IW ZRXld bUiQg RXW Whe
cRQWiQXiWieV aQd diVcRQWiQXiWieV; ZhaW haV VWagQaWed aQd ZhaW haV
chaQged. ThiV ZRXld Pake iW SRVVible WR claUif\ Whe cRQceSW Rf dail\
life, deSlR\iQg aQd UeVWUicWiQg iW, fRU iW caQQRW claiP WR cRYeU Whe
SeUiRdV XQdeU cRQVideUaWiRQ. IW gReV ZiWhRXW Va\iQg WhaW VXch a
SURjecW Zill ɹgXUe heUe RQl\ iQ RXWliQe. WhaW iV PRUe, aQ ¶e[SRViWiRQ·
UecRQVWUXcWiQg ZhaW dail\ life cRQViVWed iQ aW VRPe SaUWicXlaU daWe
ZRXld be Rf aeVWheWic RU aQecdRWal, UaWheU WhaQ WheRUeWical, iQWeUeVW.
The iPSRUWaQW WhiQg iV WR VeW RXW Whe PaiQ feaWXUeV Rf Whe
WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ Rf dail\ life, illXPiQaWed iQ aQd b\ Whe SUeVeQW, ZiWh
QeZ ¶SURblePaWicV· e[WeQdiQg Rld SURblePV. I PXVW iQViVW VWUaighW
aZa\ RQ YaUiRXV SURSRViWiRQV cRQQecWed ZiWh Whe facWV, WhaW iV, Whe
WUaQVfRUPaWiRQV: ¶KQRZledge Rf dail\ life iV QeceVVaU\ bXW QRW
VXɽcieQW RU Velf-VXɽcieQW. FRU iWV RbjecWiYe aQd VWake aUe QRW WR
UaWif\ Whe e[iVWiQg VWaWe Rf aʃaiUV, bXW WR PRYe WRZaUdV ZhaW iV
SRVVible. KQRZledge Rf dail\ life iV QRW cXPXlaWiYe, cRQfRUPiQg WR
Whe XVXal VchePa aQd SURjecW Rf Whe VR-called VRcial VcieQceV,
becaXVe iW WUaQVfRUPV iWVelf alRQg ZiWh iWV RbjecW¬«·

A debaWe aW RQce WakeV VhaSe, iQWURdXciQg a VXbjecWiYe aQd eYeQ
(Zh\ QRW?) ePRWiRQal diPeQViRQ iQWR Whe SURceediQgV.

4

DiscoXrse of Whe opWimisW (he alVR callV hiPVelf a ¶fXWXUiVW· RU
¶fXWXURlRgiVW·, aQd iV RfWeQ accXVed Rf VeeiQg RQl\ ZhaW iV iQ fURQW Rf
hiP). YeV iQdeed, ZhaW chaQgeV! GR RQ, adPiW iW: dail\ life haV
chaQged PRUe RYeU Whe laVW feZ decadeV WhaQ iW haV ViQce Whe GaXlV
aQd RRPaQV ² aQd fRU Whe beWWeU. AW Whe begiQQiQg Rf WhiV ceQWXU\,
aQd eYeQ XS WR iWV Pid-SRiQW, WheUe ZeUe feZ if aQ\ dRPeVWic
aSSliaQceV, feZ cleaQiQg SURdXcWV aQd deWeUgeQWV. WRPeQ had WR
Seel YegeWableV RU dR Whe ZaVhiQg b\ haQd, iWeP b\ iWeP: ZhaW
VlaYeU\! NR fUidgeV, RQl\ XVeleVV ¶laUdeUV·. ObYiRXVl\, WheUe ZeUe feZ
if aQ\ caUV RU WeleShRQeV. PUR[ePicV (dR \RX kQRZ WhiV highl\



VcieQWiɹc WeUP?) UePaiQed iPPXWable, diVWaQceV ɹ[ed,
cRPPXQicaWiRQV VlRZ aQd diɽcXlW. CRPSaUe Whe ViWXaWiRQ WRda\: Whe
aPa]iQg YaUieW\ Rf WRRlV, PachiQeV, WechQiTXeV aW Whe diVSRVal Rf
dail\ life, a YaUieW\ WhaW Zill iQcUeaVe ZiWh cRPSXWeU VcieQce aQd iWV
e[WeQViRQV. NRWe Whe gURZiQg iQWegUaWiRQ Rf faPil\ life aQd gURXSV
iQWR Whe life Rf VRcieW\ aQd Whe ZRUld¬«¬IVQ·W ZhaW \RX call dail\ life
gRiQg WR be abVRUbed iQWR Whe iQWeQVe VRciabiliW\ cRQWaiQed iQ, aQd
diʃXVed b\, cRPPXQicaWiRQ aQd iQfRUPaWiRQ? UQleVV, ZiWh QeZ lighW
haYiQg beeQ Vhed RQ iW, WhiV eYeU\da\ life UeYealV QRYel ZealWh: Whe
XQVaid iQ ZhaW iV Vaid; Whe dUaPaWi]aWiRQ, aW laVW XQYeiled, Rf hXPaQ
UelaWiRQV; Whe UeYelaWiRQ aV VSecWacle Rf ZhaW had beeQ lefW iQ Whe
daUk¬«

DiscoXrse of Whe nosWalgic (RfWeQ dXbbed ¶deYRWee Rf Whe SaVW·, he
UeceQWl\ had Whe bUighW idea Rf calliQg hiPVelf ¶SRVWPRdeUQ·). ThaQk
\RX fRU UePiQdiQg XV Rf Whe bliQdiQgl\ RbYiRXV. IVQ·W iW diVWRUWiQg
\RXU beda]]led YiViRQ? GR RQ, aVk ZRPeQ if WheiU eYeU\da\ life haV
chaQged WhaW PXch. DR \RX WhiQk a feZ RbjecWV aQd WRRlV aUe eQRXgh
WR alWeU UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ Whe Ve[eV aQd Whe diYiViRQ Rf labRXU
beWZeeQ WheP? IW iV aV if WheVe PachiQeV \RX Pake VR PXch Rf had
Pade Whe ZRPeQ·V PRYePeQW SRVVible, SURPSWiQg WheP WR
fRUPXlaWe WheiU dePaQdV ² WheiU SURblePaWic, aV Whe ShilRVRSheUV
Va\ ² bXW b\ QR PeaQV WR UeVRlYe iW! The UeigQ Rf Whe caU, kiQgSiQ-
RbjecW, SilRW-RbjecW, haV ceUWaiQl\ iQɻXeQced SeRSle aQd WhiQgV. FRU
Whe beWWeU? ThaW iV faU fURP beiQg SURYed: aW Whe YeU\ leaVW, Whe
diVadYaQWageV PaWch Whe adYaQWageV. BXW eQRXgh Rf WheVe
SlaWiWXdeV! IQ b\gRQe da\V, WheUe ZaV QR TV. BXW caUefXl: UaWheU WhaQ
XQiWiQg SeRSle, caQ·W Whe Pedia, cRPPXQicaWiRQV aQd iQfRUPaWiRQ
WechQRlRg\ diYide WheP? DReVQ·W iW deSeQd RQ Whe VRcial aQd
SRliWical XVe Pade Rf Whe QeZ WechQiTXeV? The iQWegUaWiRQ Rf Whe
SUiYaWe iQWR Whe VRcial? DR \RX belieYe WhaW VRcial life haV gUeaWl\
beQeɹWed, beeQ PXch eQUiched, ViQce Whe deYelRSPeQW Rf
cRPPXQicaWiRQV? IQVWead Rf geWWiQg e[ciWed, WhiQk. LRRk back a
VecRQd, if \RX ZRXld, WR aSSUeciaWe ZhaW ZaV abaQdRQed en roXWe.
PaUiV iQ da\V gRQe b\! The Ile-de-FUaQce aQd FUaQce Rf Rld! TheQ a
bXildiQg ZaV like a hRXVe! The SeRSle iQhabiWiQg iW ² Whe beVW-Rʃ
dRZQVWaiUV, Whe PRUe PRdeVWl\ Slaced XSVWaiUV, aQd Whe ¶dRPeVWicV·



XQdeU Whe eaYeV ² kQeZ each RWheU, aQd liked RU lRaWhed each RWheU.
BXW Whe\ fRUPed a VPall cRPPXQiW\ ZiWhiQ Whe laUgeU cRPPXQiW\ Rf
Whe diVWUicW, iQ a WRZQ WhaW ZaV iWVelf SeUceiYed aV RQe big, ɹQe
cRPPXQiW\. PaUiV, like L\RQV RU Lille RU TRXlRXVe, XVed WR bRaVW aQ
iQdXVWUiRXV aQd cheeUfXl SRSXlace. SiQgiQg ZaV cRPPRQSlace.
MXVic UXled iQ WRZQV ZiWhRXW aQ\ Qeed fRU DJV. The VWUeeWV ZeUe
YibUaQW. IQ VTXaUeV aQd RQ bRXleYaUdV, laUge ciUcleV Rf SeRSle
gaWheUed aURXQd ViQgeUV accRPSaQied b\ accRUdiRQiVWV. PeRSle
leaUQW Whe VRQgV, bRXghW Whe l\UicV, aQd lefW hXPPiQg Whe WXQe. WhaW
haYe \RX Pade Rf Whe SeRSle, aSaUW fURP a dePagRgic WhePe? IV
WheUe VWill a SeRSle iQ PaUiV RU Whe WRZQV Rf FUaQce, a ¶deYelRSed·
cRXQWU\? TheUe ZaV XQTXeVWiRQabl\ a ceUWaiQ QaUURZQeVV iQ WhiV
eYeU\da\ life: diVWaQW WhiQgV, fRUeigQeUV, Whe glRbal hRUi]RQ ZeQW
XQUePaUked. GeVWXUeV, VRcial cXVWRPV, UiWXalV Rf cRXUWeV\ aQd
XUbaQiW\, Whe Za\ iQ Zhich ZRPeQ ZeUe addUeVVed, Whe
cRXUWeRXVQeVV Zhich cRQcealed a VlighW diVdaiQ, Whe PaQQeU Rf
gUeeWiQg SeRSle ² UaiViQg RQe·V haW ² all WhiV UePaiQed WUadiWiRQal,
aQd PighW VeeP aQWiTXaWed. BXW ZhaW a VeQVe Rf VecXUiW\! The
iQdiYidXal felW VXSSRUWed aV Zell aV cRQVWUaiQed. RelaWiRQV beWZeeQ
QeighbRXUV ZeUe VWURQg; SeRSle helSed each RWheU. EYeQWV aQd
fRUPal RccaViRQV ZeUe celebUaWed cRllecWiYel\. BUead ZaV VWill
hallRZed; YalXeV ² like laQgXage Whe VediPeQW Rf ceQWXUieV, deUiYed
fURP lRQg SeUiRdV Rf SeQXU\ aQd VcaUciW\ ² had QRW diVaSSeaUed. The
VlighWeVW RbjecW cRXld be cRQVideUed SUeciRXV, WR be SUeVeUYed RU
RʃeUed XS. TheVe UaWheU QaUURZ YalXeV ViPXlWaQeRXVl\ hePPed
SeRSle iQ aQd SURWecWed WheP. TheUe ZaV QR Qeed fRU a VeQVe Rf
VecXUiW\ iPSaUWed fURP RQ high RU fURP ZiWhRXW. DRQ·W SXW ZRUdV iQ
P\ PRXWh: I·P fXll\ aZaUe WhaW ZhaW gReV b\ Whe QaPe Rf VRcial
VecXUiW\ UeSUeVeQWV SURgUeVV. BXW \RX kQRZ aV Zell aV I dR WhaW iW haV
VeUYed Whe VWaWe aV a SRliWical PeaQV fRU chaQgiQg aQ acWiYe,
UeVSRQVible SRSXlace iQWR a SRSXlaWiRQ Rf ZelfaUe claiPaQWV, SaVViYe
fRlk, ZhR ZaiW fRU Whe SRlice ZheQ WheUe iV a cUiPe RU aQ accideQW,
ZiWhRXW VWiUUiQg. EYeU\da\ life haV lRVW Whe TXaliW\ aQd YigRXU iW RQce
SRVVeVVed, aQd diVViSaWed, like Whe VSace WhaW haV beeQ VPaVhed WR
biWV aQd WheQ VRld iQ SieceV. WhaW chaUPV Ze haYe lRVW. IQ PaUiV,
WheUe ZeUe PaQ\ eQchaQWiQg SlaceV, QRW RQl\ MRQWPaUWUe bXW RQ Whe



heighWV ² BelleYille, MpQilPRQWaQW ² aQd belRZ, alRQg Whe leQgWh Rf
Whe SeiQe ² fRU e[aPSle, iQ Whe diUecWiRQ Rf Whe ZaUehRXVeV Rf
BeUc\¬ «¬ AV fRU Whe Ile-de-FUaQce, VRRQ QR-RQe Zill be able WR
UecRXQW iWV chaUP, Zhich VXUYiYed XQWil Whe Piddle Rf Whe WZeQWieWh
ceQWXU\¬«¬BXW I cRXld gR RQ fRU eYeU: I·ll VWRS¬«

ThiV debaWe UXQV WhURXgh Whe ceQWXU\; iWV RUigiQV aUe PRUe diVWaQW.
WheWheU diUecWl\ RU iQdiUecWl\, iW iV YRiced iQ iQQXPeUable ZUiWiQgV
RU VSeecheV. IV WheUe aQ aQVZeU WR WhiV SUeVViQg, iQViVWeQW
SURblePaWic? A VRlXWiRQ? OQe Rf Whe aiPV Rf Whe SUeVeQW ZRUk iV WR
aYRid iWV alWeUQaWiYeV b\ RSeQiQg XS a SaWh Zhich iV QeiWheU WhaW Rf
QRVWalgia QRU WhaW Rf a fXWXURlRg\ eQWhXVed b\ Whe ¶VcieQWiɹc aQd
WechQRlRgical UeYRlXWiRQ·. SXch cRQWUadicWiRQV beWZeeQ ideaV aQd
cRQɻicWV iQ ¶UealiW\· caQ VRPeWiPeV VWiPXlaWe WhRXghW, aQd
VRPeWiPeV WUaS iW iQ a dead eQd. The ɹUVW iPSRUWaQW WhiQg iV QRW WR
VWiɻe Whe debaWe bXW WR fRllRZ iW WhURXgh, ZiWhRXW iPSRViQg a
SUefabUicaWed VRlXWiRQ, be iW aQ XQcRQdiWiRQal aSRlRgia fRU SRViWiYe
kQRZledge aQd WechQRlRg\, RU hiVWRUiciVP aQd RbVeVViYe UecRllecWiRQ
Rf Whe SaVW.

5

The SUeVeQW ZRUk iV Whe WhiUd iQ a VeUieV beaUiQg Whe VaPe WiWle. The
ɹUVW YRlXPe aSSeaUed iPPediaWel\ afWeU Whe LibeUaWiRQ iQ 1946, Whe
VecRQd iQ 1961. TheVe WZR YRlXPeV ZeUe cRPSlePeQWed b\ a
VXPPaU\ Rf cRXUVeV giYeQ aW Whe XQiYeUViWieV Rf SWUaVbRXUg aQd PaUiV
X (NaQWeUUe), SXbliVhed XQdeU Whe WiWle Rf EYer\da\ Life in Whe Modern
World (1968), aQd YaUiRXV aUWicleV, iQclXdiQg a PaQifeVWR Rf
¶UeYRlXWiRQaU\ RRPaQWiciVP· (1957).

TZR Za\V Rf VWXd\iQg dail\ life aQd iWV alWeUaWiRQV PighW be
eQYiVaged: eiWheU a SeUiRdical SXblicaWiRQ RU a VeUieV Rf ZRUkV RYeU
WiPe aWWePSWiQg UegXlaU XSdaWeV. The ɹUVW, dRXbWleVV SUefeUable, ZaV
QRW feaVible fRU PaWeUial (ediWRUial) UeaVRQV. The VecRQd, ZhaWeYeU
iWV dUaZbackV, iQdicaWeV a SeUiRdi]aWiRQ (1946²1960²1968)
cRUUeVSRQdiQg WR iPSRUWaQW chaQgeV iQ VRcial SUacWice, aV Zell aV
VRciR-SRliWical UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV aQd acWiYiW\. CRQVeTXeQWl\, WheVe



ZRUkV caQ WRda\ VeUYe aV PaUkeUV, PileVWRQeV, aQd eYeQ UefeUeQce
SRiQWV fRU a balaQce VheeW iQWURdXciQg a QeZ cUiWical aQal\ViV.
PeUhaSV WhiV Zill iPSURYe Whe chaQceV Rf WheVe ZRUkV eVcaSiQg Whe
cRPPRQ faWe Rf RXU eSRch·V eQRUPRXV ideRlRgical RXWSXW, dRRPed
aV iW iV WR RbliYiRQ.

6

The ɹUVW YRlXPe ² eQWiWled CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life: InWrodXcWion, aQd
VeWWiQg RXW aQ iQiWial SURjecW ² ZaV WhXV SXbliVhed iQ 1946 aPid Whe
RSWiPiVP (hRSeV aQd illXViRQV) Rf fUeedRP UeVWRUed. IW fRUPXlaWed
Whe cRQceSW Rf Whe eYeU\da\, bUiQgiQg WR deYelRSed laQgXage aQd
cRQceSWXal claUiW\ a SUacWice WhaW ZaV QaPed aQd \eW QRW UecRgQi]ed
² adjXdged XQZRUWh\ Rf kQRZledge. ThiV ¶elabRUaWiRQ· iQYeQWed
QeiWheU Whe ZRUd QRU Whe WhiQg, bXW RYeUcaPe Whe diYiViRQV
¶ShilRVRSh\²QRQ-ShilRVRSh\·, ¶VigQiɹcaQW²iQVigQiɹcaQW·, ¶igQRUaQce²
kQRZledge·. ThiV iV hRZ MaU[ SURceeded ZiWh VRcial labRXU aQd
FUeXd ZiWh Ve[. The VaPe iV WUXe Rf dail\ life aV Rf labRXU: Whe
cRQceSW UeXQiWeV Whe SaUWial aVSecWV aQd acWiYiWieV iQ Zhich liPiWed
deVcUiSWiRQV aQd aQal\VeV lRVe WhePVelYeV. SXch a cRQceSW iV
ViPXlWaQeRXVl\ abVWUacW aQd cRQcUeWe. Dail\ life ZRXld aSSeaU WR
cRPSUiVe SaUWicXlaU caVeV, iQdiYidXal ViWXaWiRQV, RU geQeUal
baQaliWieV. HeUe Ze eQcRXQWeU RQe Rf Whe RldeVW SURblePV Rf
ShilRVRSh\ aQd PeWhRdRlRg\. ConcepWXal WheRUi]aWiRQ UeVRlYeV iW:
WheUe iV a kQRZledge Rf Whe TXRWidiaQ. HRZ ZaV iW deɹQed aW Whe
WiPe?

(a)¬ ¬ IQ Whe ɹUVW iQVWaQce b\ a ceUWaiQ aSSURSUiaWiRQ Rf WiPe aQd
VSace, Whe bRd\, YiWal VSRQWaQeiW\ aQd ¶QaWXUe·, aQ aSSURSUiaWiRQ
SURQe WR diV-aSSURSUiaWiRQ RU e[-SURSUiaWiRQ (alieQaWiRQ), ZhRVe
caXVeV aQd UeaVRQV ² hiVWRUical, ecRQRPic, SRliWical, aQd
ideRlRgical ² aUe diVcRYeUed b\ kQRZledge. IW QRQe Whe leVV
ePeUgeV WhaW Whe eYeU\da\ XQfRldV aQd iV cRQVWiWXWed iQ a VSace
aQd WiPe diVWiQcW fURP QaWXUal VSace aQd WiPe, aV Zell aV PeQWal
VSace aQd WiPe.



(b)¬ ¬ WiWh dail\ life, liYed e[SeUieQce iV WakeQ aQd UaiVed XS WR
cUiWical WhiQkiQg. IW iV QR lRQgeU diVdaiQed, UegaUded aV aQ
iQVigQiɹcaQW UeVidXe, SURdXced b\ a QeceVVaU\ PeWhRdRlRgical
UedXcWiRQ, XlWiPaWel\ deVWUR\ed. BXW QRU iV iW RYeUeVWiPaWed,
iQɻaWed, cRXQWeUSRVed WR ZhaW iV UaWiRQal. IW aVVXPeV iQ
WheRUeWical WhiQkiQg Whe Slace iW RccXSieV iQ VRcial SUacWice: WheUe
iW iV QRW eYeU\WhiQg, bXW iW iV QRW QRWhiQg eiWheU. OQ Whe RWheU
haQd, liYed e[SeUieQce aQd dail\ life dR QRW cRiQcide. Dail\ life
dReV QRW e[haXVW liYed e[SeUieQce, fRU WheUe iV liYed e[SeUieQce
RXWVide iW: abRYe aQd/RU belRZ iW. NeYeUWheleVV, Whe UelaWiRQ
beWZeeQ Whe e[SeUieQWial aQd Whe cRQceSWXal iV fRUegURXQded. IW
cRQWaiQV a PXch laUgeU iVVXe: WhaW Rf Whe UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ
WhRXghW aQd life ² a FaXVWiaQ TXeVWiRQ WhaW iV VcaUcel\ UeVRlYed
b\ aSRlRgiaV fRU life RU fRU SXUe WhRXghW.

(c)¬¬Vis-j-Yis PRUe RU leVV highl\ VSeciali]ed, aQd heQce fUagPeQWed,
acWiYiWieV ² WhiQkiQg, ciUcXlaWiQg, dZelliQg, dUeVViQg, bXW alVR
eQgagiQg iQ VRPe SaUWicXlaU Siece Rf ZRUk ² dail\ life iV deɹQed
aV bRWh a prodXcW (Whe UeVXlW Rf WheiU cRQjXQcWiRQ) aQd a residXe,
ZheQ RQe abVWUacWV fURP WheVe acWiYiWieV. IW UeceiYeV Whe
UePQaQWV, Whe UePaiQV Rf WheVe ¶higheU· acWiYiWieV; iW iV WheiU
cRPPRQ PeaVXUe, WheiU feUWile RU baUUeQ VRil, WheiU UeVRXUce,
WheiU cRPPRQ ViWe RU gURXQd. ThiV SURdXcW-UeVidXe, UeVXlW aQd
cRPPRQ gURXQd, caQ RQ QR accRXQW be UedXced WR Whe
aUiWhPeWical RU PechaQical VXP WRWal Rf WheVe acWiYiWieV. OQ Whe
cRQWUaU\, dail\ life caQ be XQdeUVWRRd RQl\ if RQe cRQVideUV Whe
YaUiRXV acWiYiWieV iQ Whe WRWaliW\ eQcRPSaVViQg WheP, WhaW iV WR
Va\, Whe PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ. The laWWeU iV QRW YieZed RXWVide RU
abRYe WheVe PXlWiSle acWiYiWieV, bXW aV beiQg Ueali]ed iQ aQd
WhURXgh WheP aV Zell aV iQ dail\ life. Dail\ life iV WhXV Whe
SURdXcW Rf Whe PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ (iQ Whe eYeQW, Whe caSiWaliVW
PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ, Whe caVe Rf ¶VRcialiVP·, Zhich caQQRW be
deɹQed aV a PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ, beiQg lefW WR RQe Vide). The
PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ aV SURdXceU aQd dail\ life aV SURdXcW
illXPiQaWe RQe aQRWheU.



(d)¬ ¬ Dail\ life alVR UeVXlWV fURP cRQjXQcWiRQV beWZeeQ c\clical
SURceVVeV aQd WiPeV aQd liQeaU SURceVVeV aQd WiPeV ² WhaW iV,
beWZeeQ WZR YeU\ diʃeUeQW PRdaliWieV Rf Whe UeSeWiWiYe. The
bRd\ aSSeaUV WR be a bXQdle Rf c\clical Uh\WhPV; cRQWUaUiZiVe,
PaQ\ UegXlaWed acWiYiWieV ² a VeTXeQce Rf SURdXcWiYe geVWXUeV,
fRU e[aPSle, RU VRcial SURcedXUeV ² aUe cleaUl\ liQeaU. IQ SUeVeQW
dail\ life, Whe Uh\WhPical iV RYeUZhelPed, VXSSUeVVed b\ Whe
liQeaU. BXW Whe Uh\WhPical caQQRW diVaSSeaU; Whe UeSeWiWiYe
caQQRW be UedXced WR Whe UeVXlWV Rf a cRPbiQaWRU\, a
SUefabUicaWed, iPSRVed liQeaUiW\. AlWhRXgh VXch a WeQdeQc\
e[iVWV iQ Whe PRdeUQ ZRUld, dail\ life caQQRW be cRQceiYed
e[clXViYel\ iQ accRUdaQce ZiWh fXQcWiRQal liQeaUiW\. LikeZiVe, Whe
TXaliWaWiYe caQQRW cRPSleWel\ diVaSSeaU iQWR Whe TXaQWiWaWiYe,
QRU XVe iQWR e[chaQge, QRU WhiQgV iQWR SXUe UelaWiRQV. Dail\ life
iQclXdeV bRWh aVSecWV, bRWh PRdeV Rf eYeU\da\ UeSeWiWiRQ. (See,
belRZ, Whe SaUagUaSh RQ Whe ¶elePeQWV Rf Uh\WhPaQal\ViV·,
deYelRSiQg a WheViV WhaW UePaiQed XQe[SlaiQed iQ VRlXPe I Rf
Whe CriWiqXe.)

(e)¬ ¬ Dail\ life caQ alVR be cRQceiYed aV aQ eQcRXQWeU aQd a
cRQfURQWaWiRQ beWZeeQ XVe (XVe-YalXe) aQd e[chaQge (e[chaQge-
YalXe). WhaWeYeU Whe SUedRPiQaQce Rf e[chaQge-YalXe aQd iWV
iPSRUWaQce iQ Whe PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ, iW dReV QRW eQd XS
eliPiQaWiQg XVe aQd XVe-YalXe ² eYeQ if iW aSSUR[iPaWeV WR ¶SXUe·
abVWUacWiRQ aQd SXUe VigQ. LabRXU SURdXceV e[chaQgeable gRRdV,
cRPPRdiWieV; beWZeeQ WheiU SURdXcWiRQ aQd WheiU cRQVXPSWiRQ,
Whe\ lead a XQiTXe e[iVWeQce WhaW iV PRUe abVWUacW WhaQ cRQcUeWe.
DXUiQg WhiV ShaVe, Whe chaUacWeUiVWicV Rf e[chaQge aUe SUeYaleQW:
WhiV iV Whe UeigQ Rf Whe cRPPRdiW\, iWV ZRUld. While iW laVWV, Whe
RbjecW iV YirWXall\ UedXced WR a sign. TheQ WhiV PRde Rf VRcial
e[iVWeQce iV iQWeUUXSWed, aQd XVe-YalXe UecRYeUV iWV SUeURgaWiYeV.
AV Zell aV (VRcial) labRXU SURdXciQg e[chaQge-YalXeV, Ze caQ
alVR VWUeVV a ceUWaiQ QRQ-labRXU (UeVW, hRlida\V, SUiYaWe life,
leiVXUe) WhaW Sla\V a SaUW iQ Whe XVe Rf SURdXcWV. The WiPe Rf QRQ-
labRXU fRUPV SaUW Rf VRcial WiPe, aV cRPSeQVaWiRQ fRU Whe WiPe
deYRWed WR SURdXcWiRQ (VRld aV SURdXcWiYe caSaciW\ WR WhRVe ZhR



SRVVeVV Whe PeaQV Rf SURdXcWiRQ). Like labRXU, QRQ-labRXU, RU
UaWheU Whe WiPe Rf QRQ-labRXU, fRUPV SaUW Rf Whe PRde Rf
SURdXcWiRQ. IW iPSelV Whe ecRQRP\ ² ɹUVW becaXVe iW iV Whe WiPe
Rf cRQVXPSWiRQ, aQd Qe[W becaXVe YaVW VecWRUV geQeUaWiQg
SURdXcWV aQd VXUSlXV-YalXe aUe cRQVWUXcWed RQ Whe baViV Rf WhiV
QRQ-labRXU: WRXUiVP, Whe leiVXUe iQdXVWU\, VhRZ bXViQeVV,
¶cXlWXUe· aQd Whe cXlWXUe iQdXVWU\. ThXV dail\ life eQcRPSaVVeV
WheVe PRdaliWieV Rf VRcial WiPe, Whe WiPe Rf labRXU aQd Rf QRQ-
labRXU alike, Whe laWWeU iQ SaUWicXlaU beiQg bRXQd XS ZiWh XVe.
FXUWheUPRUe, XVe aQd XVe-YalXe aUe QRW iPPXWable: Whe\ aUe
PRbile. FRU e[aPSle, Whe XVe Rf VSace iV QRW UedXcible WR WhaW Rf
aQ\ RbjecW ZhaWVReYeU, XViQg aQd deVWUR\iQg iW WhURXgh
cRQVXPSWiRQ. UVe Rf VSace iQYRlYeV a ceUWaiQ XVe Rf WiPe:
WUaQVSRUW, Whe UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ ceQWUeV aQd WheiU eQYiURQV, Whe
XVe Rf faciliWieV. IQ VhRUW, WheUe iV QR abVRlXWe SUiRUiW\ Rf
e[chaQge, QR YaQiVhiQg Rf XVe iQWR e[chaQge, QR UedXcWiRQ Rf
XVe-YalXe WR Whe URle Rf Yehicle fRU e[chaQge-YalXe (all Whe PRUe
VR iQ WhaW iQ Whe eUa WR Zhich VRlXPe I Rf Whe CriWiqXe belRQged,
¶YalXeV· iQ a bURad VeQVe, RUigiQaWiQg iQ VcaUciW\, aQd heQce XVe,
ZeUe VWill YeU\ PXch ZiWh XV).

(f)¬¬IQ dail\ life, ZhaW aUe called QaWXUal QeedV aUe VRciall\ PRXlded
iQ a Za\ WhaW caQ WUaQVfRUP WheP WR Whe SRiQW Rf aUWiɹcialiW\. IQ
1946, WhiV VRcial PRXldiQg e[iVWed, bXW ZaV QRW \eW YeU\
VRShiVWicaWed aQd QRW \eW labelled ¶cXlWXUal·. FURP WhiV SRiQW Rf
YieZ, dail\ life ZaV deɹQed aV Whe ViWe Rf a WhUee-WeUP dialecWical
PRWiRQ: ¶QeedV² deViUeV²SleaVXUeV·. ThiV d\QaPic ZaV QRW
VeSaUaWed fURP RWheU elePeQWV: labRXU aQd QRQ-labRXU, XVe aQd
e[chaQge, aQd VR RQ. IQ 1946, ZRUk ZaV VWill UegaUded aV Whe
cRQcUeWe Ueali]aWiRQ Rf hXPaQ beiQgV; iW feaWXUed aV RQe VRcial
Qeed aPRQg RWheUV, aQd iW ZaV eYeQ declaUed WhaW iW ZRXld VRRQ
becRPe Whe SUiPe VRcial Qeed¬«¬XQdeU VRcialiVP. AV eYeU\RQe
kQRZV, aQd aV Ze Vhall Vee laWeU, ZhaW RccXUUed ZaV Whe
RSSRViWe: cRPSaUed ZiWh QRW ZRUkiQg aQd leiVXUe, ZRUk ZaV
diVcUediWed; iWV eWhical YalXe gUadXall\ faded. IQ 1946, WhiV
SURceVV had \eW WR begiQ. WRUk UeWaiQed Whe SUeVWige cRQfeUUed



RQ iW b\ all VRcial claVVeV iQ Whe QiQeWeeQWh ceQWXU\ iQ a TXaVi-
cRQVeQVXV.

(g)¬ ¬ HeUe aQRWheU aVSecW Rf dail\ life UeYealV iWVelf: Whe VeW Rf
UelaWiRQV Rf diVWaQce ² SUR[iPiW\ aQd YiciQiW\ RU, cRQWUaUiZiVe,
UePRWeQeVV ² diVWaQWiaWiRQV iQ WiPe aQd VSace. ThiV iQclXdeV Whe
UelaWiRQV Rf iQdiYidXalV aQd gURXSV (faPilieV, ZRUkVhRSV,
cRUSRUaWiRQV) WR deaWh iQ geQeUal aQd WR WheiU RZQ deaWhV
(ShRWRV, PePeQWReV, cRPPePRUaWiRQV aQd WRPbV), aV Zell aV
Whe UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ bRdieV, Whe UelaWiRQV Rf Whe cRUSRUeal WR
Whe VSaWial aQd WePSRUal. AW Whe WiPe Rf WhiV bRRk (1946), WheVe
UelaWiRQV VWill VeePed WR be eVWabliVhed aQd VRlid, becaXVe Whe\
ZeUe WUadiWiRQal. The\ ZeUe VRRQ WR alWeU.

(h)¬ ¬AlVR aW WhiV WiPe, Whe UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ UeligiRXV, ciYic, lRcal,
eWc., feVWiYalV aQd Sla\ RQ Whe RQe haQd, aQd QRQ-hRlida\V, Whe
VeUiRXV bXViQeVV Rf life, aQd dail\ life RQ Whe RWheU ² WheVe
UelaWiRQV VeePed UeiQYigRUaWed. TheUe ZaV a diVWiQcWiRQ, bXW QRW
a diYiViRQ; alWhRXgh iW ZaV diVWiQcW fURP dail\ life, Whe FeVWiYal ²
iWV SUeSaUaWiRQ, iWV celebUaWiRQ, aQd Whe WUaceV aQd PePRUieV iW
lefW behiQd ² ZaV QeYeU faU Rʃ. NRU ZaV Whe VXSeUQaWXUal, RU Whe
e[WUaRUdiQaU\ diPeQViRQ Rf Whe RUdiQaU\. RaWheU WhaQ
fUagPeQWiQg iW, Whe WiPe Rf feVWiYalV dRXbled eYeU\da\ WiPe.

The cRPSle[iW\ Rf dail\ life, aV iW ePeUgeV fURP Whe SUecediQg
VXPPaU\, caQQRW be aWWUibXWed WR a liQeaU SURceVV, ZheWheU
hiVWRUical, ShilRVRShical, ecRQRPic RU VRcial. IW UeVXlWV fURP PaQ\
cRQjXQcWiRQV. The Ueali]aWiRQ Rf Whe VRcial beiQg kQRZQ aV ¶hXPaQ·
fRXQd iWVelf WhZaUWed b\ diVWRUWiRQV aQd alieQaWiRQV WhaW ZeUe
WhePVelYeV aWWUibXWable WR a PXlWiSliciW\ Rf caXVeV ² Whe diYiViRQ Rf
labRXU, VRcial claVVeV, ideRlRgieV aQd ¶YalXeV·, RSSUeVViRQ aQd
UeSUeVViRQ. BXW aW Whe WiPe XQdeU cRQVideUaWiRQ, WheUe ZaV aV \eW QR
UXSWXUe beWZeeQ RbjecWV aQd SeRSle, WheiU geVWXUeV, acWiRQV,
ViWXaWiRQV aQd diVcRXUVe. All WheVe aVSecWV Rf dail\ life ZeUe SaUW QRW
RQl\ Rf Whe PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ, bXW Rf a WRWaliW\ called ¶ciYili]aWiRQ·



(a VWURQgeU WeUP WhaQ ¶cXlWXUe·, Zhich ZaV VXbVeTXeQWl\ VXbVWiWXWed
fRU iW). FUagPeQWaWiRQ did QRW \eW RbWaiQ; a ceUWaiQ XQiW\ SeUViVWed,
deVSiWe ZaUV aQd deVSiWe Whe diVaSSeaUaQce Rf Whe PajRU UeligiRXV,
hiVWRUical aQd PRUal UefeUeQWV ViQce Whe begiQQiQg Rf Whe ceQWXU\.

IW ZaV QRW \eW RYeU. AV iW PaQifeVWed iWVelf aW Whe Wime Xnder
consideraWion, dail\ life haUbRXUed a hiddeQ ZealWh iQ iWV aSSaUeQW
SRYeUW\. IQ iW ZeUe WR be fRXQd Whe QRUPV aQd cRQYeQWiRQV WhaW
deWeUPiQed ZhaW iV beaXWifXl, WUXe aQd gRRd fRU VRcieW\ ² iQ RWheU
ZRUdV, Whe acceSWed eWhicV aQd aeVWheWicV. CRXQWeUSRViQg WR WheP
YaUiRXV abVRlXWe WeUPV, claVVical ShilRVRSh\ belieYed iW had iQYeQWed
abVRlXWe TUXWh, abVRlXWe GRRd, abVRlXWe BeaXW\, agaiQVW Zhich ZeUe
UaQged Whe FalVe, Whe EYil aQd Whe Ugl\. IQ Whe cRXUVe Rf ZhaW aUe
called PRdeUQ WiPeV, Whe cUiWiTXe Rf ShilRVRSh\, acWiQg iQ cRQceUW
ZiWh Whe ¶hXPaQ· VcieQceV, haV UelaWiYi]ed WheVe cRQceSWV. EYeU\
VRcieW\, ZheWheU Rld RU cRQWePSRUaU\, haV SRVVeVVed aQd VWill
(e[ceSW iQ caVeV Rf decadeQce aQd UaSid deca\) SRVVeVVeV iWV QRUPV
aQd YalXeV. NeYeUWheleVV, dRgPaWiVP haV QRW diVaSSeaUed. OQ Whe
cRQWUaU\, iW iV aV if UelaWiYiVP, VceSWiciVP aQd ePSiUiciVP ZeUe
cUeaWiQg a Qeed fRU WheiU RSSRViWe ² a Qeed fRU dRgPaV aQd abVRlXWe
WUXWhV. DRgPaWiVP iV becRPiQg a VRciR-SRliWical facW. The
cRQfURQWaWiRQ beWZeeQ dRgPa aQd dRXbW, QRUPV aQd cRQYeQWiRQV,
ɹdeliW\ WR Whe eVWabliVhed RUdeU aQd UejecWiRQ Rf iW, RccXUV iQ dail\
life. If WheVe QRUPV aUe QR lRQgeU VWURQg eQRXgh WR iPSRVe a
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ Rf Whe WUXe, Whe beaXWifXl RU Whe gRRd, iW iV becaXVe
Whe UeleYaQW VRcieW\ iV deca\iQg RU fUagPeQWiQg. The abVeQce Rf
QRUPV aQd YalXeV dePRQVWUaWeV QRW WhaW Whe\ aUe QR lRQgeU
iPSRUWaQW, bXW WhaW Whe\ aUe diVaSSeaUiQg iQ Whe cRXUVe Rf a ¶cUiViV·, a
¶PXWaWiRQ·, RU iQcUeaViQg VWagQaWiRQ.

AV NieW]Vche Vaid RQ PaQ\ RccaViRQV, Whe ¶decadeQW· haYe chRVeQ
ZhaW ZaV ZRUVW fRU WheP. HRZ caQ WhiV be? WheQ aQd ZheUe ZaV
Whe chRice Pade? WheUe aQd ZheQ did ¶WUXWhV· aQd ¶illXViRQV·
cRQfURQW RQe aQRWheU? WheQ did Whe QRUPV, YalXeV aQd cRQYeQWiRQV
WhaW Pake XS a VRcieW\ aSSeaU? AQd hRZ ZeUe Whe\ iPSRVed? WheUe
dR Ze VeQVe WheiU abVeQce? The dRgPaWic UeVSRQVe iV XQacceSWable:
¶ThiV iV ZhaW \RX PXVW WhiQk¬ «· The RQl\ UeVSRQVe ² SRRUl\
e[SlaiQed iQ Whe bRRk I aP UecalliQg heUe, bXW alUead\ iQheUeQW iQ



cUiWical kQRZledge ² iV: in dail\ life. RaWheU WhaQ ZiVhiQg WR deVWUR\
e[iVWiQg YalXeV aV ideRlRgical, Whe ¶cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life·
SURSRVed WR VWXd\ WheiU alWeUaWiRQV iQ dail\ life aQd Whe ePeUgeQce Rf
dail\ life iWVelf aV bRWh UealiW\ aQd YalXe.

The deWeUPiQaWiRQV aQd deɹQiWiRQV Uecalled abRYe cRQYeUge aV
aVSecWV Rf dail\ life aQd iWV cRQceSW. JRiQed WR iW, clRVel\ bRXQd XS
ZiWh Whe aQal\ViV, ZaV a SURjecW. IW SURSRVed WR VeW fUee Whe laWeQW
ZealWh, WR bUiQg RXW Whe iPSliciW, XQe[SlRUed cRQWeQW Rf dail\ life,
YalRUi]iQg iW. IW allRZed WhaW eYeU\da\ PXQdaQiW\, iWV WiPe aQd
VSace, cRQWaiQed WhiQgV WhaW ZeUe VeePiQgl\ iQcRPSaWible ZiWh iW ²
Sla\, Whe FeVWiYal, VXUSUiVe ² aQd heQce Whe SRVVibiliW\ Rf SUeVeQWiQg
WhiV SURfXQdiW\ aQd SXWWiQg iW iQWR SeUVSecWiYe. WiWh a ceUWaiQ
clXPViQeVV Rf fRUPXlaWiRQ, Whe SURjecW iQheUeQW iQ Whe
cRQceSWXali]aWiRQ aQd WheRU\ SUeVeQWed iWVelf WhXV.

HRZ ZaV WhiV kiQd Rf SURjecW aQd bRRk ViWXaWed iQ a MaU[iVW
SeUVSecWiYe, Zhile QRW allRZiQg iWVelf WR be iPSUiVRQed iQ a V\VWeP?
IQ Whe ɹUVW Slace, iW QRW RQl\ iQWeQded WR cRPSleWe Whe le[icRQ Rf
¶MaU[iVW· WeUPiQRlRg\ b\ iQWURdXciQg Whe cRQceSW Rf dail\ life aQd
YaUiRXV RWheU cRQceSWV; abRYe all, iW SURSRVed WR RSeQ XS MaU[iVW
WhRXghW WR Whe UealP Rf SRVVibiliWieV, UaWheU WhaQ fRcXViQg iW RQ Whe
¶Ueal· (ecRQRPic) aQd Whe facWXal (hiVWRUical). The VaPe ZRUk alVR
VRXghW WR WUaQVfRUP Whe cRQceSW Rf ¶UeYRlXWiRQ·. ReYRlXWiRQ ZaV QRW
cRQɹQed WR ecRQRPic WUaQVfRUPaWiRQV (UelaWiRQV Rf SURdXcWiRQ), RU
SRliWical WUaQVfRUPaWiRQV (SeUVRQQel aQd iQVWiWXWiRQV), bXW (WR PeUiW
Whe WiWle) cRXld aQd PXVW e[WeQd aV faU aV eYeU\da\ life, aV faU aV
acWXal ¶diValieQaWiRQ·, cUeaWiQg a Za\ Rf liYiQg, a VW\le ² iQ a ZRUd, a
ciYili]aWiRQ. ThiV SUeclXdeV UedXciQg VRcieW\ WR Whe ecRQRPic aQd Whe
SRliWical, aQd PRdiɹeV Whe all WRR faPRXV cRQWURYeUV\ RYeU ¶baVe·
aQd ¶VXSeUVWUXcWXUe· b\ SXWWiQg Whe ePShaViV RQ Whe social. RelaWiRQV
iUUedXcible WR Whe ecRQRPic ² UelaWiRQV Rf SURdXcWiRQ aQd SURSeUW\ ²
aUe iQYRlYed iQ Whe ¶VRcial·: QaPel\, Whe UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ
iQdiYidXalV aQd gURXSV aQd Whe WRWaliW\ Rf WhRVe UelaWiRQV ² dail\ life.
The aiP ZaV WR deYelRS aQd eQUich cRQceSWV Zhich aUe ePSlR\ed b\
MaU[, bXW aUe XQackQRZledged RU iPSRYeUiVhed: pra[is (social
SUacWice), Whe UelaWiRQVhiS beWZeeQ Whe iQdiYidXal aQd Whe VRcial,
ciYil socieW\, aQd eYeQ mode of prodXcWion. IQ SaUWicXlaU, ciYil socieW\



ZaV aUUiYed aW b\ a diʃeUeQW URXWe fURP GUaPVci: leVV hiVWRUical,
PRUe cRQWePSRUaU\. The PXch-debaWed UelaWiRQ beWZeeQ ¶baVe· aQd
¶VXSeUVWUXcWXUe· lefW VchRlaVWiciVP behiQd aQd ZaV ViWXaWed
cRQcUeWel\, ZiWh dail\ life iQclXdiQg ¶VXSeUVWUXcWXUal· aQd
¶iQfUaVWUXcWXUal· elePeQWV. IQ VhRUW, WhaW bRRk aWWePSWed WR SRVe
YaUiRXV SURblePV hiVWRUicall\ bXW ZiWhRXW hiVWRUiciVP, aQd
ShilRVRShicall\ bXW ZiWhRXW ShilRVRShical illXViRQV. AV eaUl\ aV
1946, ZiWhRXW VhRXWiQg iW fURP Whe URRfWRSV, iW WhXV aWWePSWed aQ
XSdaWiQg Rf MaU[iVP ² aQ XQdeUWakiQg WhaW failed fRU YaUiRXV
UeaVRQV (hiVWRUical aQd SRliWical).

TR e[SlaiQ Whe iQcRPSUeheQViRQ aQd diVaSSURYal Whe bRRk PeW
ZiWh, I PXVW VWUeVV heUe VRPe aVSecWV Rf ShilRVRShical WhRXghW aQd
¶MaU[iVP· iQ FUaQce, aQd eYeQ iQ EXURSe.

CUiWical kQRZledge Rf dail\ life VeePV WR be pXncWXal, WhaW iV WR Va\,
beaUiQg RQ YaUiRXV SRiQWV: QeedV, acWiYiWieV, SURdXcWV, aQd VR RQ.
HeQce a cXUiRXV PiVXQdeUVWaQdiQg. The pXncWXal becaPe faVhiRQable
RQl\ PXch laWeU, RZiQg WR Whe diVaSSRiQWiQg chaUacWeU Rf ZRUkV
abRXW Whe ZhRle aQd Whe WRWaliW\, afWeU VRPe VeUiRXV eUURUV (fRU
e[aPSle, aVVeVVPeQW Rf Whe ¶ThiUd WRUld· aV Whe fXWXUe aQd PRdel
fRU Whe eQWiUe ZRUld). WheQ WhiV ZRUk ZaV SXbliVhed, Whe ZhRle aQd
Whe WRWaliW\ ZeUe Whe SUedRPiQaQW iQWellecWXal cRQceUQV
(ShilRVRShical aQd VcieQWiɹc), bXW feZ SeRSle QRWiced WhaW iW aUUiYed
aW a WRWaliW\ (Whe PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ) Yia aQ ¶elePeQW·² dail\ life ²
WhaW VXSSlied a SaWh fRU aSSURachiQg Whe ZhRle cRQcUeWel\. ThaW
dail\ life SURYideV a PediaWiRQ beWZeeQ Whe SaUWicXlaU aQd Whe
XQiYeUVal, Whe lRcal aQd Whe glRbal, ZaV VcaUcel\ XQdeUVWRRd.
SWXd\iQg dail\ life (iWV deWailV) aW a giYeQ PRPeQW b\SaVVeV Whe
cRQceSW, ViPXlaWeV aSSUeheQViRQ Rf Whe cRQcUeWe, gReV QR fXUWheU
WhaQ ZhaW iV iPPediaWe (clRWhiQg, hRXViQg, eWc.), aV RSSRVed WR
gUaVSiQg Whe cRQcUeWe. The liPiWV Rf WhiV cRQceSW ² dail\ life ² aUe,
PRUeRYeU, WhRVe Rf eYeU\ cRQceSW: QRQe YRXchVafeV PaVWeU\ Rf ZhaW
iW gUaVSV; iW RSeQV XS a SaWh WR SUacWice, bXW iV QRW a VXbVWiWXWe fRU iW.
SRPeWiPeV a SaUWicXlaU cRQceSW (fRU e[aPSle, aUW) iV bRUQ ZiWh Whe
eQd Rf iWV UefeUeQW. FXUWheUPRUe, kQRZledge PXVW SURceed ZiWh
caXWiRQ, UeVWUaiQW, UeVSecW. IW PXVW UeVSecW liYed e[SeUieQce, UaWheU
WhaQ belabRXUiQg iW aV Whe dRPaiQ Rf igQRUaQce aQd eUURU, UaWheU



WhaQ abVRUbiQg iW iQWR SRViWiYe kQRZledge aV YaQTXiVhed igQRUaQce.
FeeliQgV aQd ePRWiRQV, Sla\, feVWiYalV, Whe VacUed iWVelf ² WheVe aUe WR
be WUeaWed ZiWh WacW. The ViWXaWiRQ iV a delicaWe RQe: iW iQYRlYeV
XQdeUVWaQdiQg ZiWhRXW belieYiQg, ZiWhRXW eQdRUViQg, ZiWhRXW WakiQg
VWaWePeQWV liWeUall\. FURP Whe RXWVeW, Whe cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life
iPSaUWed cRQWeQW WR alienaWion, bXW did QRW deɹQe iWV VWaWXV, ZheWheU
ShilRVRShical RU VcieQWiɹc RU eYeQ PeWaShRUical! UQdeUVWaQdiQg
liYed e[SeUieQce, ViWXaWiQg iW, aQd UeVWRUiQg iW WR Whe d\QaPic
cRQVWellaWiRQ Rf cRQceSWV; ¶e[SlaiQiQg· iW b\ VWaWiQg ZhaW iW inYolYes ²
WhiV ZaV hRZ Whe PeaQiQg Rf Whe ZRUk aQd SURjecW ZaV e[SUeVVed.

7

The RUigiQaliW\ Rf Whe SURjecW ZiWh UeVSecW WR WUadiWiRQal ShilRVRSh\
haV alUead\ beeQ XQdeUVcRUed. IW UegaUded dail\ life QeiWheU aV Whe
QRQ-ShilRVRShical, QRU aV UaZ PaWeUial fRU VRPe SRVVible
cRQVWUXcWiRQ. IW did QRW UegaUd iW aV Whe WhiQg fURP Zhich ShilRVRSh\
diVWaQceV iWVelf iQ RUdeU WR ePbaUk XSRQ eiWheU a SheQRPeQRlRg\ Rf
cRQVciRXVQeVV, RU a lRgic, RU eWhicV, RU aeVWheWicV. IW VRXghW WR VhRZ
WhaW Whe cRQfXVed chaUacWeU Rf liYed e[SeUieQce, aV Rf dail\ life,
beWRkeQed QRW WheiU SRYeUW\ bXW WheiU UichQeVV. The VlighWeVW RbjecW
(VWill) had a diUecW RU iQdiUecW UelaWiRQ ZiWh aUW, ¶cXlWXUe·, ciYili]aWiRQ.
The SURjecW aiPed aW a UeYiYed XQiW\ aQd WRWaliW\ ² Rf Whe
e[SeUieQWial, Whe ShilRVRShical aQd Whe SRliWical (VRPeWhiQg WhaW
e[iVWeQWialiVP aVSiUed WR a liWWle laWeU, bXW fell VhRUW Rf). If WheUe ZaV
a Pagical diPeQViRQ WR dail\ life (UiWeV, fRUPXlae, SURYeUbV,
WUadiWiRQV), WhaW ZaV alVR iWV cRPSle[iW\ aQd iWV UichQeVV. Dail\ life
ZaV WakeQ aV aQ ¶RbjecW· QRW iQ Whe VeQVe Rf a VWaWic RbjecW RU a
SUeWe[W fRU bXildiQg a ¶PRdel·, bXW aV Whe VWaUWiQg SRiQW fRU a fRUP Rf
acWiRQ. IW did QRW UeSUeVeQW aQ iQfeUiRU degUee Rf iQWellecWXal RU
¶VSiUiWXal· life. ThXV, iW ZaV QRW eUecWed iQWR aQ ¶RbjecW· iQ Whe
eSiVWePRlRgical VeQVe, aQd ¶deliPiWiQg· iW, cRQVWiWXWiQg iW aV a ¶ɹeld·,
ZaV QRW Whe iVVXe! All WheVe claUiɹcaWiRQV aUe QeceVVaU\ WR aYRid ²
albeiW belaWedl\ ² PiVXQdeUVWaQdiQgV WhaW ZeUe SUeVeQW VRPe
decadeV agR. WiWh UeVSecW WR ShilRVRSh\, a PeWaShilRVRShical



SeUVSecWiYe ZaV RXWliQed. ThiV SURblePaWic VWaUWV RXW fURP Whe
e[haXVWiRQ Rf Whe claVVical SURblePaWic ² Whe ¶VXbjecW²RbjecW·
UelaWiRQ, RU Whe ¶Ueal²ideal· aQd ¶UealiW\²kQRZledge· UelaWiRQV.
NRWZiWhVWaQdiQg aQ aUgXabl\ UegUeWWable WeQdeQc\ WR SUiYilege
VRciRlRg\, fURP Whe RXWVeW Whe cRQceSW Rf dail\ life ZelcRPed Whe
cRQWUibXWiRQV Rf ecRQRPic, SRliWical, hiVWRUical, eWc., VWXdieV. ThiV
jXVWiɹed bRUURZiQg fURP ShilRVRSh\, iQ a diʃeUeQW iQɻecWiRQ, Whe
idea Rf WoWaliW\, iWVelf iQWegUaWed iQWR a SURceVV Rf eYolXWion, WhaW Rf
Whe mode of prodXcWion (iQ Whe SURceVV Rf beiQg Ueali]ed aV iQdicaWed
abRYe). Dail\ life iQ Whe WRWaliW\ had QRWhiQg iQ cRPPRQ ZiWh Whe
¶SUiPiWiYe·, Whe ¶SUe-lRgical· RU ¶SUe-VcieQWiɹc·, Whe iQfaQWile. IW had
befRUe iW, aURXQd iW, abRYe aQd belRZ iW, RWheU ¶UealiWieV·, QeWZRUkV,
iQVWiWXWiRQV, iQclXdiQg WechQiTXeV, SRViWiYe kQRZledge, aQd
eVSeciall\ Whe VWaWe. IQ Whe ɹUVW YRlXPe, Whe SeQeWUaWiRQ Rf
WechQiTXeV iQWR dail\ life (VWill, aW WhiV WiPe, clRVe WR ¶VSRQWaQeiW\·)
ZaV dePRQVWUaWed, aV ZaV WhaW Rf SRViWiYe kQRZledge aQd SRliWical
acWiRQ. EYeQ VR, QR cRQceSW ² WhaW Rf Whe VWaWe aQ\ PRUe WhaQ WhaW Rf
WechQiciW\ ² SRVVeVVeV aQ RQWRlRgical SUiYilege ZiWh UeVSecW WR iW.
The\ all haYe WheiU liPiWV. The SURbleP Rf WechQiTXe ePeUged, bXW
ZaV QRW \eW fRUPXlaWed e[SliciWl\. IV iW a facWRU Zhich haV becRPe
aXWRQRPRXV, aQd cRXld ZUeak haYRc RQ Whe ZRUld? IV iW VRPeWhiQg
deVWiQed WR be PaVWeUed b\ a caVW Rf WechQRcUaWV ² RU b\ Whe ZRUkiQg
claVV? MXVW Ze UeSXdiaWe eQWhXViaVP fRU WechQRlRg\ (Zhich ZRXld
laWeU be all Whe Uage, iQclXdiQg aPRQg MaU[iVWV), RU, RQ Whe cRQWUaU\,
accRPPRdaWe iW? TheVe TXeVWiRQV, Zhich ZRXld ePeUge RQl\
VXbVeTXeQWl\, did QRW feaWXUe iQ Whe ɹUVW YRlXPe.

IW ZRXld be iQcRUUecW aQd diVhRQeVW WR Va\ WhaW Whe cUiWiTXe Rf
eYeU\da\ life deUiYeV iWV ShilRVRShical SRViWiRQV fURP eiWheU LXkicV
RU HeideggeU; bXW iW haV QRW beeQ XQkQRZQ. IW iV WUXe WhaW LXkicV
iQWURdXced Whe WhePe Rf AllWlglichkeiW [¶eYeU\da\QeVV·] aV eaUl\ aV hiV
ɹUVW ZRUkV, iQ SoXl and Form. WaV iW he ZhR iQVSiUed HeideggeU WR
cRQceiYe Whe WheVeV Rf Being and Time RQ abaQdRQPeQW aQd caUe iQ
Whe AllWlglichkeiW? PeUhaSV. BXW Ze VhRXld UePePbeU WhaW WheVe
WhePeV ² Whe aSSUaiVal Rf eYeU\da\ UealiW\ aV WUiYial, giYeQ RYeU WR
caUe aQd YRid Rf PeaQiQg, Zhich diUecWV ShilRVRSh\ WR Whe WUXe life,
RU aXWheQWic e[iVWeQce aQd aXWheQWiciW\ ² deUiYe fURP RRPaQWiciVP.



AQd, PRUe SUeciVel\, fURP GeUPaQ RRPaQWiciVP: H|ldeUliQ, NRYaliV,
HRʃPaQQ, aQd VR RQ. Did QRW Whe ShilRVRSheUV, aQd LXkicV iQ Whe
ɹUVW iQVWaQce, WXUQ Whe claiPV Rf Whe RRPaQWic WUadiWiRQ back agaiQVW
iW, VXSSRUWiQg WheP ZiWh Whe PRdeUQ cUiWiTXe Rf bRXUgeRiV VRcieW\?
AfWeU LXkicV, HeideggeU RʃeUed aQ RQWRlRgical iQWeUSUeWaWiRQ Rf WhiV
cUiWiTXe. FRU bRWh ShilRVRSheUV, dail\ life, VSecXlaWiYel\ cRQceiYed,
aPRXQWV WR a chaRV, a diVRUdeU Rf VeQVaWiRQV aQd ePRWiRQV, SUiRU WR
Whe fRUPV cRQfeUUed RQ iW b\ aeVWheWicV, eWhicV, RU lRgic ² iQ RWheU
ZRUdV, ShilRVRSh\. EYeU\da\QeVV iV a VRUW Rf SUiPiWiYeQeVV. AW beVW,
dail\ life iV deɹQed aV VSRQWaQeiW\, ɻX[, iUUXSWiRQ, aQd heQce aV SUe-
lRgical. TheUe iV QR dRXbW WhaW LXkicV dePRQVWUaWeV Whe SUeVeQce iQ
liWeUaWXUe, aQd eVSeciall\ iQ Whe PRdeUQ QRYel, Rf a SURWeVW agaiQVW
Whe WUiYialiW\ Rf dail\ life.2 AccRUdiQg WR hiP, WheUe iV WhXV a WeQViRQ
beWZeeQ Whe ¶SURblePaWic heUR· aQd a VRcial SUacWice WhaW haV lRVW
Whe ¶iPPaQeQce Rf PeaQiQg·, aQd likeZiVe becRPeV SURblePaWic iQ
iWV WUiYialiW\. GeQXiQel\ heURic, Whe ¶VXbjecW· UeViVWV diVVRlXWiRQ RU iV
ZUecked agaiQVW Whe ¶RbjecW·, UealiW\. IQ LXkicV, hRZeYeU, Whe
¶VXbjecW· VeekV WR UediVcRYeU Whe RbjecW. The ShilRVRSheU QeYeU
abaQdRQed Whe ShilRVRShical ɹcWiRQ Rf XQiW\ UegaiQed ² HegeliaQ
UecRQciliaWiRQ iQ VXSeUVeVViRQ aQd Whe XQiYeUVal WhURXgh aUW aQd
UeYRlXWiRQ. AV AdRUQR ZaV WR RbjecW, Whe QegaWiYe aQd Whe PRPeQW
Rf Whe QegaWiYe QeYeU cRQVWiWXWe a UelaWiRQ WR Whe ZRUld Rf Whe
¶VXbjecW· fRU LXkicV, bXW aQ eSiVRde, a WUaQVieQW PRRd. He
XQdeUeVWiPaWed bRWh Whe cUiWiTXe aQd Whe cUiViV.

AV fRU HeideggeU, Whe chaUacWeUiVWic diVWaQWiaWiRQ Rf beiQg-ZiWh-
RWheUV alVR iPSlieV WhaW, iQ iWV AllWlglichkeiW, Dasein ɹQdV iWVelf iQ Whe
gUiS Rf WhRVe RWheUV. IW iV QRW iWVelf: RWheUV haYe diYeVWed iW Rf iWV
beiQg. MRUeRYeU, Whe RWheU iV QRW VRPeRQe deɹQed. AQ\RQe caQ
UeSUeVeQW iW. IW iV QeiWheU WhiV RQe QRU WhaW RQe; QeiWheU VRPe QRU all.
IW iV QeXWeU: Whe ¶Whe\·, das Man.3

ThiV SheQRPeQRlRg\ Rf Whe RQWic WhXV iQYRlYeV a fXQdaPeQWal,
abVRlXWe SeVViPiVP abRXW Whe VRcial aQd Whe SUacWical. IQ WhiV UeVSecW
iW iV RSSRVed WR Whe MaU[iVW WUadiWiRQ, fRU Zhich alieQaWiRQ caQ be
cRXQWeUed aQd RYeUcRPe. AQ aQalRgRXV SeVViPiVP iV WR be fRXQd iQ
SaUWUe, abRYe all iQ Being and NoWhingness, a ZRUk iQVSiUed b\ a
CaUWeViaQi]ed aQd SV\chRlRgi]ed HeideggeUiaQiVP. The RWheU iV



(RQl\) Whe degUadaWiRQ Rf Whe ¶VXbjecW·, deUelicWiRQ. FRU MaU[, b\
cRQWUaVW, Whe oWher iV bRWh alieQaWiRQ aQd diValieQaWiRQ (iWV
SRVVibiliW\): alieQaWiRQ iQ claVV UelaWiRQV, diValieQaWiRQ iQ
UeYRlXWiRQaU\ SRWeQWialiWieV. SaUWUe·V ZRUkV cRQWaiQ Whe VkeWch Rf a
cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life: Whe ga]e Rf Whe RWheU, bad faiWh, aQd Whe
chaUacWeUiVWicV W\Sical Rf Whe ¶baVWaUd·. BXW WhiV cUiWiTXe Rf dail\ life
UePaiQV iQcRPSleWe, QRW UefeUUed WR aV VXch becaXVe iW UePaiQV Whe
SUiVRQeU Rf ShilRVRSh\ aQd iWV caWegRUieV, aQd cRQVeTXeQWl\
cRQdePQed WR SeVViPiVP WiQged ² bXW RQl\ jXVW ² ZiWh hXPaQiVP.

La Conscience m\sWiɹpe (1936) alUead\ WRRk a VWaQd agaiQVW Whe
LXkicViaQ SRViWiRQ aQd iWV UaWiRQal RSWiPiVP, WRgeWheU ZiWh Whe
SeVViPiVP aQd QihiliVP fRUeVhadRZed iQ ShilRVRSh\ ZiWh Whe cUiViV
Rf UaWiRQaliW\. IW VRXghW WR dePRQVWUaWe WhaW Whe aQWhURSRPRUShiVP
aQd aQWhURSRceQWUiVP Rf UeaVRQ ZeUe leadiQg WhRXghW aVWUa\ aQd
cRQdePQiQg iW WR eUURU, a WUaYeVW\ Rf eUUaQWU\. IW alVR VRXghW WR
dePRQVWUaWe Whe iPSRUWaQce Rf cUiWical, QegaWiYe PediaWiRQ iQ
eYRlXWiRQ, iQ cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd VRcieW\: Whe PRPeQW Rf aSSeaUaQceV
aQd illXViRQV VeekiQg WR becRPe UealiW\. ThiV bRRk ZeQW a lRQg Za\
iQ WakiQg accRXQW Rf Whe QegaWiYe. The YigRXU Rf WhiV PRPeQW ZaV
diVSla\ed WR VXch aQ e[WeQW WhaW XQiW\ ² Rf VXbjecW aQd RbjecW, Whe
ideal aQd Whe Ueal ² Ueceded WR Whe hRUi]RQ, aQd dUeZ clRVeU RQl\ iQ
XWRSia, Zhich fRU WhiV UeaVRQ ZaV cUeaWiYe. HegeliaQ VXSeUVeVViRQ?
While iW UeWaiQV a VeQVe aQd UePaiQV Whe gRal, iW caQ be achieYed
RQl\ WhURXgh Whe VeYeUe RUdealV Rf aQ eYRlXWiRQ WhaW haV QRWhiQg
liQeaU RU SUefRUPed abRXW iW.

8

A QRW iQVigQiɹcaQW SRiQW: cUiWical kQRZledge Rf dail\ life dReV QRW
UeTXiUe a VSecial RU SeUfecW laQgXage, diVWiQcW fURP eYeU\da\
diVcRXUVe. OQ Whe RWheU haQd, aV a faPiliaU SUeceSW haV iW, Ze VhRXld
XVe RQl\ VXch ZRUdV aV SRVVeVV PeaQiQg ² aQd RQe PeaQiQg RQl\.
EYeQ ZheQ Ze aUe diVWiQgXiVhiQg beWZeeQ Whe VSRkeQ aQd Whe
XQVSRkeQ, Whe XQcRQVciRXV aQd Whe cRQVciRXV, Whe XQkQRZQ aQd Whe
kQRZQ iQ dail\ life ² iQ VhRUW, deWecWiQg ZhaW iV cRQWaiQed iQ Whe



diVcRXUVe Rf Whe eYeU\da\ ² WheUe iV QR Qeed WR iQYeQW a diʃeUeQW
YRcabXlaU\, V\QWa[, RU SaUadigP fURP Whe RQe WhaW iV SUeVeQW iQ Whe
diVcRXUVe. CUiWical kQRZledge Rf dail\ life iV e[SUeVVed iQ eYeU\da\
laQgXage aQd eYeU\RQe·V laQgXage: b\ PakiQg e[SliciW ZhaW iV
iPSliciW. ThiV UXleV RXW ¶SURRf·, bXW dReV QRW SUeclXde Whe elePeQW Rf
Sla\ aQd UiVk iQheUeQW iQ aQ\ cRQYeUVaWiRQal diVcRXUVe.

OQe SRVWXlaWe Rf Whe ZRUk (VRlXPe I) WhaW Zill haYe WR be
UecRQVideUed, fRU iW Pa\ be WhaW Whe h\SRWheViV iV QR lRQgeU cRUUecW
aQd UeTXiUeV PRdiɹcaWiRQ, ZaV WhiV: SeRSle iQ geQeUal dR QRW kQRZ
hRZ Whe\ liYe, PakiQg Whe WheRU\ Rf dail\ life iQdiVSeQVable. ThiV
bUiQgV iW clRVeU WR Whe ecRQRPic, aQd eYeQ Whe SRliWical! We PXVW be
cleaU aV WR Whe PeaQiQg Rf WhiV ShUaVe. ¶PeRSle· kQRZ WheiU QeedV aQd
WheiU ZaQWV WhURXgh VXʃeUiQg aQd VaWiVfacWiRQ; bXW Whe\ VcaUcel\
kQRZ hRZ WR e[SUeVV WheP, aQd VWill leVV hRZ WR deɹQe WheP.
NXPeURXV dRcXPeQWV iQdicaWe a SRYeUW\ Rf YRcabXlaU\ aQd
clXPViQeVV Rf e[SUeVViRQ, bXW ViPXlWaQeRXVl\ Whe UeleYaQce Rf Whe
WeVWiPRQ\. DeVSiWe Whe abXQdaQce Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ (fURP Pid-ceQWXU\
RQZaUdV), ¶SeRSle· WRda\ (1981) VWill SRVVeVV RQl\ VcaQW cRPSaUaWiYe
daWa. DR Whe\ kQRZ ZhaW Whe\ ZaQW? YeV, eYeU PRUe cleaUl\; Whe\
aUe leVV aQd leVV WakeQ iQ. DR Whe\ haYe a cleaU kQRZledge Rf WheiU
ViWXaWiRQ, WheiU VRcial UelaWiRQV? NR. AQ e[aPSle: Whe PRUe
iPSRUWaQW VSace aQd Slace becRPe, Whe PRUe Whe PaVV Rf SeRSle aUe
igQRUaQW Rf VSace, fRU eYeU\WhiQg cRQVSiUeV WR deWach WheP fURP iW ²
Whe Pedia, iPageV, WUaQVSRUW, geQeUal abVWUacWiRQ. SRciall\, Whe\
XQdeUVWaQd RQl\ Whe UXQgV iPPediaWel\ belRZ aQd abRYe WheP iQ
Whe hieUaUch\. ThaW hieUaUch\ SUeciVel\ haV Whe fRllRZiQg fXQcWiRQ,
aPRQg RWheUV: WR RbVcXUe ZhaWeYeU ZRXld Pake UePRWe VRcial VWUaWa
aQd claVVeV kQRZQ WR RQe aQRWheU. DeVSiWe iQQXPeUable iPageV, RU
becaXVe Rf Whe YeU\ abXQdaQce Rf UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV, Whe ¶SRRU· caQ
VcaUcel\ iPagiQe Whe eYeU\da\ life Rf Whe ¶Uich·. The\ UeSUeVeQW iW WR
WhePVelYeV iQ accRUdaQce ZiWh WheiU RZQ liYeV, aV Pade eaVieU b\
PRQe\. WheQ Whe\ aUe XQYeiled, SRZeU aQd ZealWh aVWRXQd WheP
(aV iQ LXigi CRPeQciQi·V ɹlP L·argenW de la Yieille). WealWh PakeV
Ol\PSiaQV Rf Whe Uich ² iQacceVVible, RXWVide dail\ life: abRYe iW.
TheUe iV WhXV a VRcial ¶XQ-cRQVciRXV·, aV Zell aV aQ ¶iPagiQaU\·. HRZ
aUe Whe\ WR be ViWXaWed? AW a deeSeU leYel? FURP Whe RXWVeW, Whe



cUiWiTXe Rf dail\ life UeVSRQded WhXV: Whe\ aUe Whe conWenW of
represenWaWions. The dRPiQaWed UeSUeVeQW WR WhePVelYeV Whe RUdeU
Whe\ belRQg WR VRlel\ b\ PeaQV Rf V\PbRlV. TR caUU\ WhiV cRQWeQW
RYeU iQWR WheRU\ iV WR e[SlaiQ ZhaW Whe V\PbRlV Va\ (aQd
diVViPXlaWe); iW iV WR e[SlicaWe Whe cRQWeQW ZiWh ZRUdV aQd cRQceSWV
WhaW eVcaSe ideRlRg\ aV faU aV SRVVible. UQlike SV\chRaQal\ViV,
bUiQgiQg Whe (VRcial) XQcRQVciRXV WR lighW UeiQWURdXceV QRW RQl\ Whe
relaWions of prodXcWion, bXW WhRVe Rf reprodXcWion (dRPiQaWiRQ aQd
SRZeU), aV Zell aV represenWaWions (Rf a SaUWicXlaU VRcial claVV RU
VWUaWXP fRU iWVelf, fRU RWheU claVVeV, fRU VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle). ThiV iV
Whe SRiQW aW Zhich WR add WhaW if claVV VWUXggleV, iQ all WheiU
cRPSle[iW\, haYe WheiU VigQiɹcaQce aQd WheiU iPSacW RQ UealiW\ aV
Zell aV UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV, RQ dail\ life aV Zell aV ZhaW iV e[ceSWiRQal,
claVV cRPSURPiVeV ² ZheWheU hiVWRUicall\ SURclaiPed RU QRW ² aUe QR
leVV iPSRUWaQW. The UeSURdXcWiRQ Rf Whe UelaWiRQV Rf SURdXcWiRQ aQd
dRPiQaWiRQ iV aW VWake iQ SeUiRdV Rf RSeQ VWUXggle aQd cRPSURPiVe
alike.
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AlVR WR be QRWed, afWeU VR PaQ\ \eaUV, iV Whe haSS\ abVeQce fURP WhiV
ZRUk Rf eSiVWePRlRgical cRQceUQV. IW cRQWaiQV QRQe Rf ZhaW ZaV VRRQ
gRiQg WR RbVWUXcW Whe SaWh Rf WhRXghW fRU \eaUV, WR Whe SRiQW Rf
iPSediQg iW. A TXeVWiRQ Rf geQeUaWiRQ? NR: Rf RUieQWaWiRQ. ThiV bRRk
ZaV QRW aiPiQg aW a ¶SXUe· RU SXUiɹed VcieQWiɹc kQRZledge.
KQRZledge iV deɹQed QRW b\ iWV eSiVWePRlRgical ¶SXUiW\·, bXW b\ iWV
cUiWical iPSRUW: WhRXghW iV eiWheU cUiWical RU iW iV QRW (iV RQl\
diVcRXUVe). If Whe cRQceSW haV liPiWV, cUiWical WhiQkiQg dReV QRW acceSW
WheP: iW WackleV ZhaW e[iVWV, iQclXdiQg ZhaW iV UegaUded aV VacUed,
XQWRXchable, deɹQiWiYe ² Whe VWaWe, Whe SaUW\, Whe gRdV, Whe leadeU.
Ma\ WhaW Zhich caQ UeViVW dR VR!

IV Whe cRQceSW Rf ¶dail\ life· RSeUaWiRQal RU QRW? YeV, ViQce iW PakeV
a cUiWical aQal\ViV Rf Whe ¶Ueal· SRVVible. NR, fRU iW SURdXceV QRWhiQg ²
QRWhiQg bXW a QegaWiYe SURSRVal aV WR ZhaW iV SRVVible: ¶changer la
Yie·.



FURP Whe RXWVeW, WhiV RUieQWaWiRQ cRQɻicWed ZiWh Whe RQe WhaW ZaV
VRRQ WR be adRSWed b\ aQ iQWelligeQWVia dUiYeQ b\ Whe dRPiQaQW
ideRlRg\: VWUXcWXUaliVP aQd iWV aQQe[eV ² eSiVWePRlRg\ aQd
VcieQWiVP (Zhich claiPed WR SXW aQ eQd WR ideRlRg\). ¶MaU[iVP·, aV
Whe\ Va\, ZRXld iWVelf caSiWXlaWe iQ Whe face Rf WechQRcUaWic
ideRlRgieV, aQd diYide iQWR WZR WeQdeQcieV, WZR cRQWUadicWRU\ fRUPV,
each ZiWh iWV RZQ aUgXPeQWV: a Uadical, cUiWical RUieQWaWiRQ, baQkiQg
RQ Whe QegaWiYe, Zhich VRPeWiPeV ZeQW aV faU aV h\SeUcUiWiciVP; aQd
eSiVWePRlRg\, QeR-SRViWiYiVP, VcieQWiVP ² iQ a ZRUd, a dRgPaWiVP
UeQeZed iQ iWV YRcabXlaU\, bXW QRW iWV Pake-XS.

FURP Whe VWaUW, Whe CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life aiPed WR VhaWWeU
MaU[iVW RUWhRdR[\ aQd, PRUe SUeciVel\, WR SXW aQ eQd WR Whe QRWiRQ
Rf aQ RUWhRdR[\. IQ facW, aW Whe WiPe a bRXQdleVV dRgPaWiVP UeigQed
iQ ¶MaU[iVP·, Zhich iV diɽcXlW WR cRPSUeheQd WhiUW\ \eaUV RQ. FRU
Whe dRgPaWiVWV, abVRlXWe TUXWh SeUWaiQed WR Whe PaUW\ aQd heQce WR
iWV leadeUV, UeSRViWRUieV Rf WhiV SUiceleVV WUeaVXUe. The PeUe idea Rf
research VeePed UidicXlRXV, ViQce Whe TUXWh ZaV WheUe ² alUead\
WheUe. AW PRVW, WhRVe iQ high SlaceV cRXld UeTXeVW ² RU, UaWheU,
cRPPaQd ² dRcXPeQWV aQd VWaWiVWicV WR cRQɹUP eVWabliVhed
SRViWiRQV, WR ¶deliYeU blRZV· WR eQePieV aQd ¶cUXVh· WheP. The UeVXlW?
IQVWead Rf a deYelRSPeQW Rf MaU[iVW WhRXghW, WhURXgh diVcXVViRQ
aQd debaWe, iQQRYaWiYe cXUUeQWV aURVe RXWVide iW. The RbYiRXV
lacXQae Rf Rɽcial MaU[iVP, Zhich iWV ¶UeSUeVeQWaWiYeV· did QRW eYeQ
SeUceiYe, ZRXld be Pade gRRd b\ ShilRVRShieV iQ Whe XVXal VeQVe,
fRUPiQg a V\VWeP (RU WU\iQg WR fRUP RQe) RXWVide VRcial SUacWice aQd
SRliWical acWiRQ. HeQce e[iVWeQWialiVP; aQd heQce iWV VXcceVV!
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NeaUl\ ɹfWeeQ \eaUV SaVVed. We aUe QRZ iQ 1960. ChaQgeV ² \eV, lRWV
Rf WheP. NRW iQ Whe deViUed diUecWiRQ; RQ Whe cRQWUaU\, iQ a TXiWe
diʃeUeQW diUecWiRQ ² RU Pa\be iQcliQiQg WRZaUdV a lRVV Rf diUecWiRQ!
The VecRQd YRlXPe Rf Whe CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life VRXghW WR
cRPbiQe QXPeURXV RbVeUYaWiRQV aV Zell aV YaUiRXV VelecWiYe cUiWical
VWXdieV iQ RQe WheRU\. WhaW RccXUUed iQ Whe cRXUVe Rf WheVe ɹfWeeQ



\eaUV? FiUVW Whe aSRgee, WheQ Whe decliQe, Rf SWaliQiVP, aQd Whe
failXUe Rf Whe cUiWiTXe Rf SWaliQiVP iQVide Whe CRPPXQiVW PRYePeQW,
SaUWicXlaUl\ iQ FUaQce. HRZ did Whe cRQWeVWaWiRQ WhaW ePeUged aW Whe
WiPe diʃeU fURP criWiqXe? IQ WhiV: WhaW iW ZaV iQWeQW RQ beiQg
iPPediaWel\ acWiYe, ZiWhRXW RSeUaWiQg WhURXgh Whe PediaWiRQ Rf
ZhaW ZaV alUead\ eVWabliVhed (SaUWieV, dRcWUiQeV, eWc.). IW alVR
ZaQWed WR be Uadical. IW WRRk accRXQW Rf chaQgeV iQ Whe ZRUld aQd
Whe RQVeW Rf Whe cUiViV aʃecWiQg Whe claVVical cRQceSW Rf reYolXWion,
VXbVWiWXWiQg fRU iW WhaW Rf sXbYersion.
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The VecRQd YRlXPe Rf Whe CriWiqXe did QRW UePaiQ e[WeUQal WR Whe
PRYePeQW. FiUVW Rf all, ZiWh Rɽcial, iQVWiWXWiRQal MaU[iVP falliQg
iQWR diVcUediW, XQRɽcial MaU[iVW WhRXghW fRXQd aQ iQcUeaViQgl\ laUge
aXdieQce. IQ aQ XQfRUeVeeQ deWRXU, a gURXS VXch aV COBRA ² aUWiVWV,
ZUiWeUV, aUchiWecWV ² Zhich ZaV YeU\ acWiYe iQ QRUWheUQ EXURSe, dUeZ
iQVSiUaWiRQ fURP Whe cUiWiTXe Rf dail\ life Zhile caUU\iQg iW fXUWheU.
The deViUe WR WUaQVfRUP eYeU\da\ life Pade iWV Za\ WhURXgh
ideRlRgieV, ShilRVRShieV, PeWaSh\Vical UeYiYalV. AV eaUl\ aV 1953,
Whe DXWch aUchiWecW CRQVWaQW, ZhR iQVSiUed Whe APVWeUdaP ¶SURYRV·,
iQYeQWed a QeZ aUchiWecWXUe Rf aPbiaQce aQd ViWXaWiRQV,
iQcRUSRUaWiQg, aV iW ZeUe, Whe cUiWiTXe Rf dail\ life iQWR VSace. IW ZaV
Yia WhiV deWRXU WhaW Whe WUaQViWiRQ ZaV Pade fURP cUiWiTXe WR
cRQWeVWaWiRQ, a deYelRSPeQW iQYRlYiQg VWXdeQWV aQd QeZ gURXSV,
aPRQg WheP Whe SiWXaWiRQiVWV. WhaW ZeUe Whe fRUceV Rf SURWeVW
diUecWed agaiQVW? TheiU RbjecWiYe deSeQded RQ Whe gURXSV aQd
iQdiYidXalV. SRPe, eVSeciall\ aPRQg VWXdeQWV aQd iQWellecWXalV,
UeVeQWed WUadiWiRQal PRUaliW\, UeligiRQ, JXdaeR-ChUiVWiaQiW\. OWheUV
WRRk aV WheiU WaUgeW Whe ¶WhiQg·, Whe RbjecW ² WhaW iV WR Va\, Whe
cRPPRdiW\ aQd iWV aWWeQdaQW ideRlRg\. YeW RWheUV aWWacked
QaWiRQaliVP, Whe (iQ WheiU e\eV) QeXURWic aWWachPeQW WR MRWheUlaQd
aQd PaWeUQaliVWic SWaWe. MaQ\ Rf WheP TXiWe ViPSl\ SURSRVed WR
deVWUR\ caSiWaliVP, Zhich Whe\ QaiYel\ belieYed WR be iQ a cUiWical
cRQdiWiRQ ZheQeYeU Whe\ deWecWed Whe VlighWeVW V\PSWRP Rf



ecRQRPic diɽcXlWieV, ZheQ iQ facW, ecRQRPicall\, Whe age ZaV RQe
Rf ¶SURVSeUiW\· aQd Whe RQVeW Rf Whe ¶VcieQWiɹc aQd WechQRlRgical
UeYRlXWiRQ·. IQ VhRUW, Whe YaUiRXV fRUceV Rf SURWeVW ZeUe QRW agUeed
eiWheU RQ Whe gURXQdV aQd gRalV Rf Whe cRQWeVWaWiRQ, RU RQ Whe liQe WR
SXUVXe. BXW eYeU\RQe ZaV iQ agUeePeQW RQ RQe iPSeUaWiYe: changer
la Yie. WeUe Whe\ dePaQdiQg WheiU ¶VhaUe Rf Whe cake·, Rf gURZWh aQd
Whe ecRQRPic PiUacle? NR. The\ UejecWed ecRQRPic aQd SRliWical
UealiW\. The\ alVR UejecWed ZhaW ZaV iQ Whe aVceQdaQW all aURXQd
WheP: WechQRcUac\, ZiWh iWV dXal feWiVhiVP Rf cRPSeWeQce aQd
SeUfRUPaQce; aQd aQ ideRlRg\ WhaW VWaUWed SURclaiPiQg Whe eQd Rf
ideRlRg\ XQdeU Whe VZa\ Rf kQRZledge aQd aXWhRUiW\ ² VR WhaW WheVe
ideRlRgXeV PeUel\ diʃXVed WheiU RZQ ideRlRgieV PRUe VXcceVVfXll\
(SURdXcWiYiVP, SRViWiYiVP, lRgical ePSiUiciVP, VWUXcWXUaliVP, eWc.).
TheUe ZaV QR lack Rf aQalRgieV beWZeeQ SURWeVW aQd cRQWeVWaWiRQ iQ
FUaQce aQd EXURSe, aQd Whe CXlWXUal ReYRlXWiRQ iQ ChiQa: Whe\ ZeUe
WeQ a SeQQ\. The VaPe YigRXU ² aQd Whe VaPe failXUe. WaV QRW WhiV
ZaYe Rf cRQWeVWaWiRQ Whe SURYiViRQal fRUP Rf a cRPSUeheQViYe
PRYePeQW diUecWed agaiQVW ɹ[ed hieUaUchieV, eVWabliVhed
aSSaUaWXVeV, eQfRUced VileQce, aQd Whe ideRlRgieV Rf dRPiQaWiRQ? IQ
FUaQce aV elVeZheUe, SURWeVWeUV UejecWed Whe SURdXcWiYiVW ideRlRg\
WhaW SaVVed fRU ¶SXUe· kQRZledge, aV Zell aV Whe UeRUgaQi]aWiRQ Rf
dail\ life aURXQd Whe cRXSleW ¶SURdXcWiRQ-cRQVXPSWiRQ· ² a
UeRUgaQi]aWiRQ WhaW gaiQed gURXQd aQd ZaV WR achieYe a TXaVi-
geQeUal cRQVeQVXV, e[ceSW aPRQg Whe SURWeVWeUV. RejecWiQg, befRUe
Whe ecRlRgiVWV did VR, gURZWh, ZiWh iWV bUXWal iPSlicaWiRQV ² haUVh
WechQRlRgieV, Whe e[SaQViRQ Rf WRZQV WhaW UePaiQed VXch iQ QaPe
RQl\ ² Whe\ cRXQWeUSRVed Whe cXlW Rf SleaVXUe WR WhaW Rf ZRUk.
AgaiQVW aQ ecRQRPiVP YRid Rf YalXeV RWheU WhaQ WhRVe Rf e[chaQge,
SURWeVW VWRRd fRU UeXQiWiQg Whe feVWiYal aQd dail\ life, fRU
WUaQVfRUPiQg dail\ life iQWR a ViWe Rf deViUe aQd SleaVXUe. The
SURWeVWeUV ZeUe SURWeVWiQg agaiQVW Whe facW, ViPXlWaQeRXVl\ RbYiRXV
aQd igQRUed, WhaW delighW aQd jR\, SleaVXUe aQd deViUe, deVeUW a
VRcieW\ WhaW iV cRQWeQW ZiWh VaWiVfacWiRQ ² WhaW iV WR Va\, caWalRgXed,
cUeaWed QeedV WhaW SURcXUe VRPe SaUWicXlaU RbjecW aQd eYaSRUaWe iQ
iW. The\ WRRk Uadical cUiWiTXe WR Whe e[WUePe b\ RSSRViQg QRW
ZRUkiQg WR ZRUk, Zhich ZaV beiQg SURPRWed aV Whe VXSUePe YalXe.



A SaUadR[? OU a dePaQd deUiYiQg fURP Whe high leYel Rf Whe
SURdXcWiYe fRUceV aQd Whe SRVVibiliW\ SeRSle VeQVed Rf abRliVhiQg
ZRUk WhURXgh aXWRPaWiRQ Rf Whe SURdXcWiYe SURceVV? IQ aQd WhURXgh
iPSRQdeUableV aQd aPbigXiWieV, VRXQd aQd fXU\, Whe SURblePaWic Rf
Whe PRdeUQ ZRUld ZaV WakiQg VhaSe. FURP 1957 RU 1958 RQZaUdV,
Whe SURWeVWeUV cRXld legiWiPaWel\ deVcUibe WhePVelYeV aV
UeYRlXWiRQaUieV, ViQce Whe\ ZeUe dePaQdiQg ZhaW Whe ¶UegiPe· aQd
Whe ¶V\VWeP· (Whe PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ) cRXld QRW bXW UefXVe. The\ SXW
WheiU ɹQgeU RQ VRPe VeQViWiYe iVVXeV. WheWheU cRQVciRXVl\ RU QRW,
Whe\ dePRQVWUaWed aQ eVVeQWial ePeUgeQW WUXWh: SURdXcWiRQ iQYRlYeV
aQd eQcRPSaVVeV UeSURdXcWiRQ ² QRW RQl\ Rf labRXU-SRZeU aQd Whe
PeaQV Rf SURdXcWiRQ (claVVical WheVeV), bXW Rf Whe VRcial UelaWiRQV Rf
dRPiQaWiRQ aV Zell. ThXV, Ue-SURdXcWiRQ WRRk ceQWUe-VWage.
PURdXcWiRQ aV VXch, aQd iWV VWXd\, fell WR VSecialiVWV, ecRQRPiVWV aQd
WechQRlRgiVWV. AV fRU Rɽcial MaU[iVP, iW VWXck WR WUadiWiRQal claiPV
abRXW SURdXcWiRQ. HRZeYeU, Ue-SURdXcWiRQ, e[SRVed b\ gURZWh aW
Whe YeU\ heaUW Rf caSiWaliVW UelaWiRQV Rf SURdXcWiRQ, cRXld QR lRQgeU
ɹgXUe aV a VecRQdaU\ SheQRPeQRQ, a ViPSle UeVXlW Rf SURdXcWiRQ.
CUiWical aQal\ViV Rf iW iQYRlYed UeYiYiQg Whe cRQceSW Rf WRWaliW\.
WheUe aQd hRZ ZaV UeSURdXcWiRQ caUUied RXW? IQ aQd WhURXgh Whe
faPil\? The VWaWe? The ZRUkSlace, aQd iW alRQe? The Piddle claVVeV?
SRcial SUacWice? All WheVe aQVZeUV cRQWaiQed a gUaiQ Rf WUXWh, bXW
UePaiQed RQe-Vided aQd iQcRPSleWe aV lRQg aV a QeZ aQal\ViV Rf Whe
eYeU\da\ ZaV lackiQg.
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DXUiQg Whe SeUiRd XQdeU cRQVideUaWiRQ (1946²61), dail\ life chaQged
² QRW iQ Whe VeQVe Rf diVSla\iQg iWV laWeQW ZealWh, bXW iQ Whe RSSRViWe
diUecWiRQ: iPSRYeUiVhPeQW, PaQiSXlaWiRQ, SaVViYiW\. CaSiWaliVP ZaV
iQ Whe SURceVV Rf cRQTXeUiQg QeZ VecWRUV iQ WheVe \eaUV: agUicXlWXUe,
SUeYiRXVl\ SUecaSiWaliVW iQ laUge SaUW; Whe hiVWRUic WRZQ, Zhich bURke
XS WhURXgh e[SlRViRQ aQd iPSlRViRQ; VSace aV a ZhRle, cRQTXeUed
b\ WRXUiVP aQd leiVXUe; cXlWXUe ² WhaW iV WR Va\, ciYili]aWiRQ UedXced



aQd VXbRUdiQaWed WR gURZWh b\ Whe cXlWXUe iQdXVWU\; ɹQall\, aQd
eVSeciall\, dail\ life.

The VecRQd YRlXPe Rf Whe CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life cRQWaiQV a
WheViV WhaW iV SRVVibl\ e[ceVViYe, WhaW iV, h\SeUcUiWical, bXW QRW
PeaQiQgleVV. IW ZaV deYelRSed iQ cR-RSeUaWiRQ ZiWh Whe RSSRViWiRQal
aYaQW-gaUde. AccRUdiQg WR WhiV WheRU\, dail\ life UeSlaceV Whe
cRlRQieV. IQcaSable Rf PaiQWaiQiQg Whe Rld iPSeUialiVP, VeaUchiQg
fRU QeZ WRRlV Rf dRPiQaWiRQ, aQd haYiQg decided WR baQk RQ Whe
hRPe PaUkeW, caSiWaliVW leadeUV WUeaW dail\ life aV Whe\ RQce WUeaWed
Whe cRlRQi]ed WeUUiWRUieV: PaVViYe WUadiQg SRVWV (VXSeUPaUkeWV aQd
VhRSSiQg ceQWUeV); abVRlXWe SUedRPiQaQce Rf e[chaQge RYeU XVe;
dXal e[SlRiWaWiRQ Rf Whe dRPiQaWed iQ WheiU caSaciW\ aV SURdXceUV
aQd cRQVXPeUV. The bRRk WhXV VRXghW WR VhRZ Zh\ aQd hRZ dail\
life iV iQVidiRXVl\ programmed b\ Whe Pedia, adYeUWiViQg, aQd Whe
SUeVV. IQ gUeaW deWail, aQd ZiWh PaQ\ cRQYiQciQg aUgXPeQWV, SeRSle
ZeUe haYiQg iW e[SlaiQed WR WheP hRZ Whe\ VhRXld liYe iQ RUdeU WR
¶liYe Zell· aQd Pake Whe beVW Rf WhiQgV; ZhaW Whe\ ZRXld chRRVe aQd
Zh\; hRZ Whe\ ZRXld XVe WheiU WiPe aQd VSace. TheVe feaWXUeV
PaUked VRcieW\ Zhile ZUeckiQg Whe VRcial. NR SaUWicXlaU feaWXUe ²
cRQVXPSWiRQ aV VXch, Whe VSecWacle aQd VSecWacXlaUi]aWiRQ, Whe abXVe
Rf iPageV, Whe RYeUZhelPiQg abXQdaQce aQd UedXQdaQc\ Rf
iQfRUPaWiRQ ² VXɽceV WR deɹQe WhiV VRcieW\; all Rf WheP aUe iQYRlYed
iQ dail\ life. The XSVhRW iV cRQWUadicWRU\: XQdeQiable VaWiVfacWiRQ
aQd a deeS PalaiVe. RaWheU WhaQ a TXaliWaWiYe aSSURSUiaWiRQ Rf Whe
bRd\ aQd a life Rf VSRQWaQeiW\, ZhaW WUaQVSiUeV iV a WhUeaWeQiQg aQd
iQcUeaViQg e[SURSUiaWiRQ b\ Whe RXWVide, Whe TXaQWiWaWiYe aQd Whe
UeSeWiWiYe, b\ diVePbRdied iPageV aQd alieQ YRiceV, b\ Whe
diVcXUViYe aQd VSecWacXlaU PRXldiQg Rf eYeU\WhiQg WhaW haSSeQV.
ThiV ZaV Whe caVe fRU ¶SeRSle· iQ geQeUal, fRU VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle, Whe
Piddle claVVeV beiQg Whe a[iV aQd VXSSRUW Rf WheVe RSeUaWiRQV, WheiU
VXbjecW aQd RbjecW iQ VR faU aV WheVe WeUPV VWill haYe a PeaQiQg.
VaUiRXV SUiYileged SURdXcWV, Zhich Ueall\ aUe XVefXl aQd agUeeable ²
Whe caU, Whe fUidge, Whe UadiR, Whe WeleYiViRQ ² aUe allRcaWed Whe
fRllRZiQg PiVViRQ: e[SURSUiaWiQg Whe bRd\ aQd cRPSeQVaWiQg fRU WhiV
e[SURSUiaWiRQ; UeSlaciQg deViUe b\ ɹ[ed QeedV; UeSlaciQg delighW b\
SURgUaPPed VaWiVfacWiRQ. The ¶Ueal·, diVSlaced aQd ViWXaWed iQ a QeZ



Za\ iQ dail\ life, cRQVeTXeQWl\ ZiQV RXW cRPSleWel\ RYeU Whe ideal.
IQ facW, VaWiVfacWiRQV caQQRW be UegaUded aV Qegligible: VXbjecWiYe
QeedV, SURdXced fRU Whe cRQVXPSWiRQ Rf RbjecWiYe SURdXcWV, aUe Ueal;
Whe\ aUe UealiW\, Zhich SRVVeVVeV a VXbVWaQce aQd cRheUeQce VR RfWeQ
celebUaWed WhaW iW iV eUecWed iQWR a cUiWeUiRQ Rf WUXWh.

ThiV iQdicWPeQW, cRQWaiQed iQ Whe CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life II, aV
Zell aV EYer\da\ Life in Whe Modern World aQd RWheU aUWicleV fURP Whe
VaPe SeUiRd, laid iWVelf RSeQ WR aWWack aQd ZaV QRW ZiWhRXW iWV faXlWV.
AV faU aV SURdXcWiRQ ZaV cRQceUQed, Whe URle Rf PXlWiQaWiRQalV ZaV
haUdl\ PeQWiRQed, ZheUeaV WheiU iQWeUYeQWiRQ iQ dail\ life ZaV
alUead\ YiVible. CRQWUaU\ WR Whe MaU[iVW VchePa SUedicWiQg Whe
fRUPaWiRQ aQd iQYeVWPeQW Rf laUge caSiWal e[clXViYel\ iQ ZhaW iV
called heaY\ iQdXVWU\ (iURQ aQd VWeel, chePicalV, eWc.), PaQ\ Rf Whe
PRVW SRZeUfXl glRbal eQWeUSUiVeV eVWabliVhed WhePVelYeV iQ dail\ life
iQ WhiV SeUiRd: deWeUgeQWV aQd cleaQiQg SURdXcWV, dUiQk aQd fRRd,
clRWhiQg. SRPe cXUiRXV PiVXQdeUVWaQdiQgV UeVXlWed: blXe jeaQV,
SURdXced b\ WheVe glRbal eQWeUSUiVeV ² SRVVibl\ iQ cRXQWUieV VXch aV
HRQg KRQg aQd SiQgaSRUe, ZhRVe SURleWaUiaW ZaV VXSeU-e[SlRiWed ²
ZeUe UegaUded b\ \RXQg SeRSle aV a V\PbRl Rf fUeedRP, QRYelW\ aQd
iQdeSeQdeQce. ThiV faVhiRQ VXSSlied Whe cUiWiTXe Rf dail\ life ZiWh
aQ e[celleQW e[aPSle Rf PaQiSXlaWiRQ. A ceUWaiQ APeUicaQiVP
ZRUked iWV Za\ iQ ² QRW VR PXch WhURXgh ideRlRg\ aV Yia dail\ life.
CUiWical WhiQkiQg caSWXUed WhiV iQɹlWUaWiRQ RQl\ ZiWh diɽcXlW\,
WhRXgh iW deWecWed iW heUe aQd WheUe.

IQadeTXaWel\ aQal\Ved, Whe SURdXcWiRQ Rf QeedV ² bXUeaXcUaWicall\
adPiQiVWeUed cRQVXPSWiRQ ² UePaiQed eQWaQgled ZiWh QaWXUaliVP; aV
a UeVXlW, Whe eɽcac\ Rf Whe Pedia b\ PeaQV Rf PRdelV aQd iPageV
ZaV baUel\ XQdeUVWRRd. The URle aQd fXQcWiRQ Rf Whe Piddle claVVeV
iQ VXbWle chaQgeV iQ dail\ life, ciYil VRcieW\, Whe VWaWe, aQd WheiU
UelaWiRQV, ZeUe gliPSVed bXW QRW claUiɹed. TheVe ZRUkV did QRW
cleaUl\ VhRZ hRZ aQd Zh\ SURgUaPPed eYeU\da\QeVV ² WhaW Rf Whe
Piddle claVVeV ² iV WheiU UealiW\, aQd iV WheQ WUaQVfRUPed b\ WheP
iQWR ¶cXlWXUal· PRdelV fRU ¶lRZeU· VWUaWa aQd claVVeV. The aQal\Wical
aQd cUiWical e[aPiQaWiRQ Rf WhiV PaQiSXlaWiRQ lacked a fRXQdaWiRQ
WhaW ZRXld cRPe RQl\ laWeU: Whe WheRU\ Rf UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV XVed b\
Whe PaQiSXlaWRUV, Zhich iQclXdeV cUiWical e[aPiQaWiRQ Rf



V\PbRliVPV, Whe VRcial aQd iQdiYidXal iPagiQaU\, aQd ¶cXlWXUe·. AV a
UeVXlW, Whe aQal\ViV Rf UeSURdXcWiRQ, aV cRQcealed QRW Xnder bXW in
SURdXcWiRQ²cRQVXPSWiRQ, UePaiQed iQcRPSleWe.
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AfWeU Whe LibeUaWiRQ, Whe ¶SeRSle· VWill had a PeaQiQg iQ FUaQce.
PeaVaQWV, aUWiVaQV, ZRUkeUV ² iQ VhRUW, all WhRVe ZhR did QRW belRQg
WR Whe ¶dRPiQaQW· aQd ¶SURSeUWied· claVVeV ² VWill had QXPeURXV liQkV,
QRW RQl\ iQ ZRUkSlaceV bXW alVR iQ hRXVeV, VWUeeWV, diVWUicWV aQd
WRZQV, UegiRQV. OYeU Whe Qe[W ɹfWeeQ \eaUV, WhiV XQiW\ begaQ WR bUeak
XS QRW iQWR cleaUl\ diʃeUeQWiaWed aQd RSSRVed claVVeV, bXW iQWR
la\eUV aQd VWUaWa. IQ 1960, Whe SeRSle faded iQWR a hiVWRUical SaVW,
VRPeWiPeV WR be cRPPePRUaWed ZiWh a VRlePQiW\ WhaW alla\ed
VXVSiciRQ. The beaXWifXl P\Wh Rf Whe SeRSle aV cUeaWRU aQd
UeSRViWRU\ Rf SRliWical aQd ShilRVRShical WUXWh, Zhich deUiYed fURP
Whe FUeQch ReYRlXWiRQ, becaPe blXUUed. SRcial XQiW\ fUagPeQWed.
AlWhRXgh iW ZaV VXbjecW WR Whe hRPRgeQi]iQg iQVWaQceV Rf laZ,
gRYeUQPeQW aQd PaUkeW, aV Zell aV Whe QaWiRQal ideQWiW\ VWiSXlaWed
aQd cRdiɹed b\ Whe VWaWe, iW cUXPbled QRQe Whe leVV. ThiV WeQdeQc\ ²
Zhich ZaV alUead\ aSSaUeQW aURXQd 1960, aQd ZaV deVWiQed WR
becRPe SUeSRQdeUaQW, eYeQ aSSeaUiQg WR be UaWiRQall\ Velf-eYideQW ²
ZaV QRW cleaUl\ SeUceiYed iQ Whe ZRUkV XQdeU diVcXVViRQ. The\ VWill
cRXQWed e[clXViYel\ RQ SRViWiYe kQRZledge: Whe\ acceSWed Whe
h\SRWheViV Rf Whe UaWiRQal eɽcac\ Rf kQRZledge, aQd ZeUe QRW aV
\eW VXVSiciRXV Rf ZhaW ZaV beiQg iQɹlWUaWed XQdeU WhaW UXbUic. The\
ceUWaiQl\ ZaQWed WR RSSRVe a VRUW Rf cRXQWeU-kQRZledge WR Whe
Rɽcial VcieQWiVP, Zhich iV iQWegUaWed iQWR Whe iQVWiWXWiRQV aQd
iQWegUaWeV SeRSle iQWR WheP, aQd heQce WR Whe UelaWiRQV Rf
UeSURdXcWiRQ. BXW WhiV cRXQWeU-kQRZledge UePaiQed liPiWed aQd
laUgel\ iQeʃecWXal Yis-j-Yis a kQRZledge bRXQd XS, iQ RQe Za\ RU
aQRWheU, ZiWh SRZeU aQd SRVVeVViRQV. IW VhRXld, hRZeYeU, be added
WhaW WhiV aWWePSW aW a cRXQWeU-kQRZledge alVR cRQWaiQed a SURjecW Rf
cRXQWeU-SRZeU. ThiV ZaV iQWiPaWel\ cRQQecWed ZiWh Whe cRQWeVWaWiRQ
aV iW PRXQWed aQd becaPe geQeUali]ed dXUiQg WhiV SeUiRd. BXW iW ZaV



QRW aVVRciaWed ZiWh iWV YiRleQW fRUPV, VXch aV Whe RQe Zhich
diVSeQVed ZiWh aQ\ SURjecW, calliQg fRU iPPediaWe acWiRQ, UegaUdleVV
Rf Whe cRQVeTXeQceV.

ThiV SURjecW diʃeUed fURP Whe RQe SUeVeQWed iQ Whe ɹUVW YRlXPe,
becaXVe Whe laWWeU had failed, becRPe iPSRVVible. Changer la Yie?
YeV: bXW iW ZaV QR lRQgeU cRQceiYable RU SRVVible WR libeUaWe a VRUW Rf
liYiQg cRUe, WR diVSla\ Whe laWeQW cRQWeQW Rf dail\ life. WhaW had
becRPe Rf WhiV cRUe, WhiV Uich cRQWeQW? IQ 1960, Whe\ ZeUe iQ Whe
SURceVV Rf diVaSSeaUiQg, RU had alUead\ diVaSSeaUed. Changer la Yie?
A Uadical chaQge ZaV QeceVVaU\, a UeYRlXWiRQ²VXbYeUViRQ. The WheRU\
Rf UeYRlXWiRQ iQ aQd WhURXgh dail\ life VWill VRXghW WR deYelRS
MaU[iVW WheVeV. IW dRggedl\ UePiQded SeRSle WhaW VRcial
WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ caQQRW be cRQɹQed WR SRliWical fRUPV aQd ecRQRPic
UelaWiRQV; WhaW iW UXQV Whe gUaYeVW UiVkV Rf degeQeUaWiRQ if iW dReV QRW
haYe Whe cUeaWiRQ Rf a diʃeUeQW eYeU\da\QeVV aV iWV gRal aQd
PeaQiQg.

The UeVXlW, iQ WhiV Za\ Rf lRRkiQg aW WhiQgV, iV WhaW VXbYeUViRQ
PXVW ZRUk iQ WaQdeP ZiWh UeYRlXWiRQ. RegUeWWabl\, ZhaW haSSeQed
ZaV WhaW UeYRlXWiRQaUieV cRQɹQed WhePVelYeV WR Whe SRliWicR-
ecRQRPic, ZheUeaV VXbYeUViYeV diVWaQced WhePVelYeV fURP iW. IQ
VhRUW, WheVe WZR aVSecWV Rf Whe WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ Rf dail\ life ZeUe
diVVRciaWed. FailXUe eQVXed. The cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life did QRW
aWWaiQ iWV gRal, eYeQ if iW ZaV ¶faVhiRQable· fRU a WiPe aURXQd 1968.

HRZeYeU WhaW PighW be, heUe Ze PXVW ePShaVi]e Whe eYolXWion Rf
Whe idea aQd SURjecW Rf reYolXWion ViQce iWV RUigiQ. AW Whe RXWVeW, iW
ZaV deɹQed b\ MaU[ RQ Whe RQe haQd b\ Whe reali]aWion of
philosoph\, aQd RQ Whe RWheU b\ Whe XQfeWWeUed gURZWh Rf Whe
SURdXcWiYe fRUceV. OQ Whe RQe haQd, WheQ, claVVical ShilRVRSh\
beTXeaWhed WR Whe fRUceV Rf UeQeZal, Whe cUeaWiYe caSaciWieV Rf Whe
ZRUkiQg claVV, iWV SUiQciSal ideaV ² fUeedRP, haSSiQeVV, RU TXiWe
ViPSl\ Whe TUXe, Whe BeaXWifXl aQd Whe GRRd ² fRU WheP WR Ueali]e.
OQ Whe RWheU, WhiV iQYRlYed Whe eQd Rf Whe VcaUciW\ WhaW iV VkilfXll\
SlaQQed fRU Whe SeRSle, aQd Whe adYeQW Rf abXQdaQce.

IQ Whe eYeQW, ZhaW haSSeQed? OQ Whe RQe haQd, ShilRVRSh\ afWeU
Hegel aQd MaU[ gUadXall\ UeQRXQced Whe QaiYe SURjecW Rf UeQeZiQg
Whe ZRUld WhURXgh WUXWh. The ɹQal bla]e Rf WhiV ceQWXUieV-Rld SURjecW



ZaV NieW]Vche·V ZaraWhXsWra. TheUeafWeU, ShilRVRSh\ VWagQaWed aQd
WheQ ZiWheUed aZa\ aV iW WiUeleVVl\ ZURWe iWV RZQ hiVWRU\. IW dUifWed
WRZaUdV VchRlaVWiciVP (MaU[iVW, KaQWiaQ-UaWiRQaliVW, RU iUUaWiRQaliVW).
OQ Whe RWheU haQd, UeYRlXWiRQ cRXld QR lRQgeU be deɹQed b\
gURZWh, giYeQ WhaW WheUe ZaV gURZWh iQ Whe caSiWaliVW PRde Rf
SURdXcWiRQ fRU Zhich Whe VWaWe aVVXPed UeVSRQVibiliW\; aQd WhaW
ZhaW iV called Whe caSiWaliVW VWaWe VXcceeded iQ WhiV WaVk aV Zell aV
(aQd VRPeWiPeV beWWeU WhaQ) Whe ¶VRcialiVW· VWaWe. PeUViVWiQg ZiWh WhiV
deɹQiWiRQ, cRQWiQXiQg WR ideQWif\ VRcialiVW UeYRlXWiRQ aQd gURZWh,
ZiWhRXW eYeQ cleaUl\ diVWiQgXiVhiQg beWZeeQ TXaQWiWaWiYe gURZWh
aQd Whe TXaliWaWiYe deYelRSPeQW Rf VRcieW\ ² did WhiV QRW lead WR a
cUiViV Rf Whe idea Rf UeYRlXWiRQ? Did WheRU\ aQd SUacWice QRW VWaQd iQ
Qeed Rf UedeɹQiWiRQ? ClXPVil\ SeUhaSV, bXW VWUeVViQg Whe PaiQ SRiQW,
Whe cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life aQd UelaWed UeVeaUch VRXghW WR PeeW WhiV
e[igeQc\.

IQ WheVe ZRUkV, Whe VWXd\ Rf dail\ life ZaV caUUied RXW iQ
accRUdaQce ZiWh dialecWical SURcedXUeV. RegaUded aQd SUeVeQWiQg
iWVelf aV VXch, posiWiYiW\ ² Whe SURgUaPPiQg Rf dail\ life ² SURYed
deVWUXcWiYe Rf SRVVibiliWieV, eYeQ WhRXgh iW had PaQ\ ¶SRViWiYe·
UeaVRQV, Rf Whe VWURQgeVW VRUW, fRU eVWabliVhiQg iWVelf iQ realiW\. AV fRU
QegaWiYiW\ ² WhaW iV, Whe cUiWical elePeQW ² iW diVSla\ed aQ RSeQQeVV
WRZaUdV SRVVibiliW\. ThiV d\QaPic iQWeUQal WR kQRZledge dReV QRW
Pake iW Ueadil\ acceVVible. AURXQd Whe Piddle Rf Whe WZeQWieWh
ceQWXU\, iW ZaV VWill SRVVible WR caSWXUe Whe iPagiQaU\ (Whe
e[WUaRUdiQaU\, Whe VXSeUQaWXUal, Whe Pagical, eYeQ Whe VXUUeal, aQd
heQce Whe QegaWiYiW\) aW Whe heaUW Rf dail\ life. A feZ \eaUV laWeU, Whe
iPagiQaU\ caPe fURP ZiWhRXW; iW ZaV iPSRVed: ShRWRgUaSh\,
ciQePa, WeleYiViRQ, Whe ZRUld UeQdeUed a VSecWacle. IW ZaV QRZ WhaW
Whe iPagiQaU\ ZaV diVcRYeUed, aQd VlRZl\ bXW VXUel\ becaPe
faVhiRQable. IW ZaV alVR diVcRYeUed WhaW Whe iPagiQaU\ iV VRPeWiPeV
ideQWical ZiWh Whe lRgical (LeZiV CaUURll). PaUadR[: Whe iPagiQaU\
killV iPagiQaWiRQ; Whe feWiVhiVP Rf Whe iPagiQaU\ iV cRQVWUXcWed RQ
Whe UXiQV Rf Whe iPagiQaWiRQ. ThiV SeUiRd Rf dis-appropriaWion, Zhich
SURYRked Whe Uadical SURWeVW PRYePeQW, SRVVeVVed aQ aSSeaUaQce
WhaW Yeiled iWV UealiW\: Whe aUW Rf dail\ life RU dail\ life UegaUded aV aQ
aUW aQd ViPXlWaQeRXVl\ ¶SRViWiYel\· aV a bXViQeVV. IWV WechQical baViV?



DRPeVWic aSSliaQceV. A ceUWaiQ PajRU bUaQd laXQched a faPRXV
VlRgaQ aW Whe WiPe, Zhich ZaV aV eʃecWiYe iQ adYeUWiViQg WeUPV aV iW
ZaV P\VWiɹcaWRU\: ¶X¬ «¬ libeUaWeV ZRPeQ·. IQ facW, Whe SRViWiYe
adYaQWageV Rf WhiV iQVWUXPeQWali]aWiRQ Rf dail\ life bURXghW abRXW a
cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf eQVlaYePeQW. ThiV SaUadR[ ² aQRWheU RQe ² Zill
VXUSUiVe RQl\ WhRVe ZhR aUe eQWUeQched iQ posiWiYiW\: TXaQWiɹed
abVWUacWiRQ.

IQ VhRUW, iW ZaV XQdeU cRYeU Rf SUacWical iQQRYaWiRQV aQd
XQdeQiable WechQical SURgUeVV WhaW Whe fRUPV Rf iWV RZQ eQVlaYePeQW
ZeUe iQViQXaWed iQWR dail\ life, iQ cRQɻicW ZiWh WhRVe Rf libeUaWiRQ.
OWheUZiVe, WheVe fRUPV cRXld QRW haYe beeQ iPSRVed. Dail\ life
eQWeUed iQWR Whe ciUcXiWV Rf Whe PaUkeW aQd PaQageUial SUacWice (Whe
RSSRViWe Rf Velf-PaQagePeQW), becRPiQg a VPall bXViQeVV, a faPil\
VXbcRQWUacWRU, VXbRUdiQaWe WR Whe dRPiQaQW SRZeUV. ThiV caQ e[WeQd
WR Whe ¶Velf-PaQagePeQW· Rf dail\ life.
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The WheRU\ Rf a UeYRlXWiRQ iQ dail\ life ZaV WR haYe VRPe
XQaQWiciSaWed UeSeUcXVViRQV. CUiWical kQRZledge ZaV gRiQg WR VSaZQ
h\SeUcUiWiciVP ² aW Whe e[WUePe, VheeU abVWUacW QegaWiRQ Rf Whe
e[iVWiQg RUdeU, UejecWiRQ Rf Whe ¶Ueal· WUeaWed aV a VhadRZ WheaWUe. IW
PXVW be cRQceded aQd VWaWed WhaW WhiV h\SeUcUiWiciVP haV had VRPe
diVaVWURXV UeVXlWV ² fRU e[aPSle, Whe e[WeUPiQaWiRQ Rf hXPaQiVP,
ShilRVRShical VXSSRUW Rf hXPaQ UighWV. OQ Whe SUeWe[W WhaW
hXPaQiVP bRUe Whe PaUkV Rf bRXUgeRiV libeUaliVP aQd VXVSecW
ideRlRgieV, iW ZaV bliWhel\ WUaPSled XQdeUfRRW ZiWhRXW aQ\WhiQg
beiQg SXW iQ iWV Slace. OQ Whe URad WR h\SeUcUiWiciVP, Whe XlWUa-lefWiVW
iQWelligeQWVia dePRliVhed all YalXeV, fRU e[celleQW UeaVRQV, bXW iQ Whe
SURceVV deVWUR\ed UeaVRQV fRU liYiQg. TR ePSlR\ aQ Rld PeWaShRU, iW
VaZed Rʃ Whe bUaQch RQ Zhich iW ZaV SeUched. ThiV ZaV VXicidal
behaYiRXU. MRUeRYeU, Whe ideRlRgical UeSUeVeQWaWiYeV Rf WhiV
iQWelligeQWVia UaUel\ WRRk h\SeUcUiWiciVP WR iWV lRgical cRQclXViRQ,
WhaW iV, QihiliVP. OQl\ a feZ ZUiWeUV ² aPRQg WheP, SaPXel BeckeWW ²
had Whe ¶cRXUage· WR dR WhaW. MRVW Rf Whe iQWellecWXalV aʃecWed b\



h\SeUcUiWiciVP acceSWed a cRPSURPiVe ² liYiQg, RU UaWheU VeekiQg WR
liYe, aV if VRcieW\ ZaV diʃeUeQW fURP ZhaW iW ZaV; liYiQg RXWVide WhiV
iQWRleUable VRcieW\, aQd \eW ZiWhiQ iW. PeRSle Pade Whe beVW Rf Whe
ViWXaWiRQ. IQ WhiV liWWle gaPe, Whe VR-called adYaQced iQWelligeQWVia
gUadXall\ lRVW iWV cUedibiliW\; b\ Whe VaPe WRkeQ, iW cRPSURPiVed
VXch eʃecWiYeQeVV aV cUiWical WhiQkiQg PighW VWill SRVVeVV. ThiV YagXe
QihiliVP aQd iQceVVaQW aPbigXiW\ SURdXced a PiQdleVV YRlXQWaUiVP,
iQ SRliWical acWiRQ aQd eYeU\da\ life alike.

The WheRUeWical cUiWiTXe Rf ZRUk, adRSWed fURP MaU[ aQd LafaUgXe
(Le DroiW j la paresse ² a We[W Uead aQd aSSURYed b\ MaU[), logicall\
eQWailed a UejecWiRQ Rf ZRUk. APRQg Whe WhePeV dealW ZiWh b\ MaU[
feaWXUed Whe WUiad, WakeQ fURP Hegel, Rf ¶Qeed²labRXU²SleaVXUe·. FRU
ceUWaiQ WeQdeQcieV, RQl\ Whe laVW WeUP cRXQWed: Whe WUiad ZaV
diVPePbeUed iQ faYRXU Rf hedRQiVP. ThiV iV defeQVible ZheQ RQe
QRWeV WhaW hXPaQ beiQgV WRda\ e[eUciVe RQl\ a WiQ\ SURSRUWiRQ Rf
WheiU SRWeQWial fRU SleaVXUe. IQ iQdXVWUial VRcieWieV, faVciQaWed aV Whe\
aUe b\ leiVXUe, aXWRPaWiRQ aQd iQfRUPaWiRQ-SURceVViQg, ZRUk iV
deSUeciaWed. ThiV SURblePaWic caQQRW be RYeUVWUeVVed; iW accRXQWV fRU
VRPe Rf Whe facWV aWWUibXWed WR Whe ¶cUiViV·. AURXQd WhiV WiPe ²
beWZeeQ 1960 aQd 1980 ² Whe Rld SURleWaUiaQ VlRgaQ ² ¶ThRVe ZhR
dRQ·W ZRUk dRQ·W eaW· ² faded aQd YaQiVhed. HRZeYeU, Whe
SeUePSWRU\ UefXVal Rf ZRUk (¶DRQ·W ZRUk!· ¶LeW iW all haQg RXW!·)
cRPSURPiVed a ke\ dePaQd b\ diYeUWiQg iW iQ Whe diUecWiRQ Rf
abVXUdiW\. ObYiRXVl\, WhiV e[WUePiVP cRXld QRW VSeak WR ¶ZRUkeUV·; iW
cRXld RUigiQaWe RQl\ iQ a ceUWaiQ Piddle claVV aQd aQ iQWelligeQWVia
XQdeWeUUed b\ SaUadR[eV. WhaW iV PRUe, if VRPe SeRSle ZeUe Va\iQg:
¶DRQ·W ZRUk!·, RWheUV ² aQd VRPeWiPeV Whe VaPe SeRSle ² ZeUe
declaUiQg: ¶SWRS cRQVXPiQg! ObjecWV, geW lRVW!·. TheUe ZaV, aQd iV, a
gXlf beWZeeQ VXch VlRgaQV aQd cUiWical aQal\ViV Rf Whe ¶SURdXcWiRQ²
cRQVXPSWiRQ· UelaWiRQ iQ dail\ life. NeYeUWheleVV, Whe VWUeVV laid RQ
Sla\, RQ Whe feVWiYal (QaiYel\ UegaUded aV iPPXQe WR UecXSeUaWiRQ b\
e[iVWiQg VRcieW\), SURYided a bUidge; iW Pade SRVVible a cRPSURPiVe
beWZeeQ Whe cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life aQd XlWUa-lefWiVW e[WUePiVP.
The dRPaiQ Rf Whe feVWiYal ZaV e[WeQded: VWXdeQWV VSRke Ueadil\ Rf
¶YiRleQW feVWiYalV·; UeYRlXWiRQ iWVelf aVVXPed Whe aSSeaUaQce Rf a YaVW
SRSXlaU feVWiYal. NRWZiWhVWaQdiQg VRPe SURfRXQd diVagUeePeQWV,



XQdeUVWaQdiQg aQd agUeePeQW ZeUe WhXV Ueached RQ YaUiRXV claiPV
abRXW ZhaW iV SRVVible. The geQeUal ² aQd geQeUall\ acceSWed ²
VlRgaQ changer la Yie UeceiYed a kiQd Rf cRPSlePeQW, Zhich Pade iW
PRUe cRQcUeWe: ¶Make dail\ life a feVWiYal ² Pake \RXU bRd\, WiPe,
cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd beiQg VRPeWhiQg WhaW UeVePbleV a ZRUk Rf aUW,
VRPeWhiQg WhaW iV QRW cRQWeQW WR giYe fRUP WR a liYed e[SeUieQce, bXW
WUaQVfRUPV iW.· UWRSia? OQce agaiQ, \eV: XWRSia, iPSRVVibiliW\. BXW fRU
ZhaW iV SRVVible WR cRPe WR SaVV, PXVW Ze QRW deViUe Whe iPSRVVible?
ThXV deYelRSed, Whe WhePe aQd VlRgaQ changer la Yie QeYeUWheleVV
UePaiQed iQcRPSleWe, fRU Whe SURjecW VSeciɹed QRWhiQg abRXW VSace,
Whe XVe Rf WiPe, VRcial UelaWiRQV. OQ Whe RWheU haQd, iW e[SliciWl\
iQYRlYed aQ eQd WR UelaWiRQV Rf reprodXcWion.
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DXUiQg Whe VaPe SeUiRd, aW Whe RSSRViWe SRle, VcieQWiVP ZaV gURZiQg
iQ YigRXU, if QRW iQ ZiVdRP aQd beaXW\, ZiWh YaUiaQWV aQd
iPSlicaWiRQV WhaW haYe alUead\ beeQ iQdicaWed RQ QXPeURXV
RccaViRQV: SRViWiYiVP, ePSiUiciVP, eSiVWePRlRg\, VWUXcWXUaliVP. The
VcieQWiVWic WeQdeQc\ UejecWed liYed e[SeUieQce aV a facW, alieQaWiRQ aV
a cRQceSW, aQd hXPaQiVP aV a SURjecW. NeR-SRViWiYiVP aQd iWV
MaU[iVW YaUiaQW had QR diɽcXlW\ VhRZiQg, RU ¶SURYiQg·, WhaW WheVe
cRQceSWV ² alieQaWiRQ, Whe hXPaQ ² SRVVeVVed QR eSiVWePRlRgical
VWaWXV. ThiV VeePed deciViYe WR WheP; PRUeRYeU, iW ZaV SeUfecWl\
WUXe. The VWaQce Rf cUiWical kQRZledge iPSlieV WhaW VXch a SURbleP iV
a SVeXdR-SURbleP. TheVe cRQceSWV haYe WheiU UefeUeQce SRiQW iQ
SUacWice aQd dail\ life, QRW iQ Whe SXUe kQRZledge baSWi]ed aQd
cRQVecUaWed b\ eSiVWePRlRg\. If WheVe cRQceSWV ² VRcial SUacWice aQd
dail\ life ² lacked eSiVWePRlRgical VWaWXV, WhRVe ZhR XVed WheP ZeUe
XQWURXbled b\ Whe facW. The\ decliQed WR be dUagged RQ WR Whe
WeUUaiQ Rf eSiVWePRlRg\, a WeUUaiQ Zhich VeePed SeUfecWl\ VRlid WR
Whe QeR-VcieQWiVWV, bXW ZaV iQ facW bRRb\-WUaSSed, PiQed, XQVWable.
TheVe WheRUeWiciaQV belieYed WhePVelYeV WR be libeUaWed fURP all
ideRlRg\ b\ SXUe VcieQWiɹc kQRZledge, ZheUeaV Whe\ UeSUeVeQWed Whe
ideRlRg\ Rf VcieQWiɹciW\ RU, if \RX SUefeU, VcieQWiɹciW\ becRPe aQ



ideRlRg\. HeUe Ze eQcRXQWeU RQe Rf Whe PRVW cXUiRXV SaUadR[eV iQ
aQ age fXll Rf WheP: Whe ideRlRg\ Rf Whe eQd Rf ideRlRgieV. The eUURU
Rf WheVe ideRlRgXeV UePaiQV XQfRUgiYable: aV fURP WhiV daWe (1960
aQd VXbVeTXeQW \eaUV), UaWheU WhaQ dePaQdiQg aQ eSiVWePRlRgical
VWaWXV fRU WheP, hXPaQ UighWV VhRXld haYe beeQ defeQded,
illXVWUaWed, VWUeQgWheQed. Like Whe ShilRVRSheUV, eSiVWePRlRgiVWV
XQdeUPiQed WheVe UighWV aW WheiU fRXQdaWiRQV, Zhile alVR
XQdeUPiQiQg WhRVe Rf WhRXghW. IQdeed, ZhaW eQWiW\ iV PRUe YagXe
aQd PRUe lackiQg iQ eSiVWePRlRgical VWaWXV WhaQ ¶PaQ·? ThRXghW
iWVelf! OQl\ PaWhePaWical lRgic, deVWiQed WR be abVRUbed iQWR
PachiQeV, haV a VWaWXV Rf Whe kiQd WhaW ideRlRg\ VWUiYeV WR iPSRVe aV
SUiPRUdial. CUiWical kQRZledge had QR VWaWXV!

IQ facW, WZR cRQceSWiRQV WhaW did QRW feaWXUe iQ Whe caWegRUieV Rf
WUadiWiRQal ShilRVRSh\ ZeUe jX[WaSRVed ZiWhRXW eYeU cRQfURQWiQg
RQe aQRWheU iQ debaWe ² VRPeWhiQg WhaW ZaV alZa\V eYaded b\ Whe
dRgPaWiVWV. SXSSRUWeUV Rf Whe RQe cRXQWed RQ SRViWiYe kQRZledge,
aQd e[clXViYel\ RQ iW; Whe\ deɹQed life b\ Whe e[WeQViRQ Rf VXch
kQRZledge aQd iWV aSSlicaWiRQ. EYeQ UeYRlXWiRQ RccXUUed WhURXgh
Whe aSSlicaWiRQ Rf a SRViWiYe kQRZledge cRQWaiQed iQ MaU[ aQd
LeQiQ. SRPe Rf Whe PRVW dRcWUiQaiUe aPRQg WheP aVVeUWed WhaW WhiV
kQRZledge e[WeQded fURP ThaleV WR LeQiQ. IQ WhiV WeQdeQc\, liYed
e[SeUieQce iV PiQiPi]ed; iW iV diVWUXVWed: WR liYe iV WR kQRZ
VcieQWiɹcall\, aQd WR Pake VXch kQRZledge Whe cUiWeUiRQ Rf life.
LiYed e[SeUieQce ² VSRQWaQeiW\ ² ZaV held UeVSRQVible fRU Whe
SURblePV aQd eUURUV Rf cRQVciRXVQeVV, iQclXdiQg WhRVe Rf SRliWical
cRQVciRXVQeVV. UlWiPaWel\, liYed e[SeUieQce diVaSSeaUed: iW ZaV
eliPiQaWed. IW ZaV UedXced WR Whe YacXXP cUeaWed b\ eYicWiQg ceUWaiQ
elePeQWV fURP a YaVW cRPbiQaWRU\ cRQVWiWXWiYe Rf SRViWiYe
kQRZledge. ESiVWePRlRgical UedXcWiRQ, UeTXiUed fRU Whe cRQVWUXcWiRQ
Rf SRViWiYe kQRZledge, fRcXVed, iQ Whe ɹUVW iQVWaQce, RQ WhiV liYed
e[SeUieQce.

The RSSRViWe WeQdeQc\, b\ cRQWUaVW, cRXQWed RQ abVRlXWe
VSRQWaQeiW\ aQd RQ e[WRlliQg liYed e[SeUieQce, Zhich ZaV
VXSSRVedl\ eQRXgh WR WUaQVfRUP dail\ life. PRViWiYe kQRZledge ZaV
PiVWUXVWed, iQ faYRXU QRW VR PXch Rf Whe iUUaWiRQal ² aQ RXWPRded
ShilRVRShical SRViWiRQ ² aV Rf ZhaW VSUiQgV XS VSRQWaQeRXVl\, RQce



Whe RbVWacleV haYe beeQ UePRYed. PRViWiYe kQRZledge aQd SRZeU
ZeUe aPRQg Whe RbVWacleV. WhaW WhiV WeQdeQc\ VRXghW WR Vcale dRZQ
ZaV WhXV VcieQWiɹciW\ iWVelf.

IV WheUe URRP fRU a cRQceSWiRQ, aQ elabRUaWiRQ, Zhich giYeV Whe
cRQceSWXal aQd Whe e[SeUieQWial WheiU dXe, Zhich iV QRW UedXcWiRQiVW,
bXW dUaZV WheP bRWh RQ WR aQ e[SaQdiQg WUack, eQUichiQg WheP
Zhile cUiWiTXiQg WheP b\ RQe aQRWheU? SXbPiWWiQg bRWh WR a cUeaWiYe
acWiYiW\ cRPSaUable WR WhaW Zhich SURdXceV ZRUkV Rf aUW, ZiWhRXW
WheUeb\ aligQiQg RQeVelf ZiWh aQ aeVWheWic WheRU\? OQe PighW
VXSSRVe VR. MeaQZhile, cRQfURQWaWiRQ beWZeeQ WheVe h\SRWheVeV,
WeQdeQcieV aQd VWUaWegieV did QRW RccXU. ThiV ZaV chaUacWeUiVWic Rf
iQWellecWXal life iQ FUaQce iQ Whe VecRQd half Rf Whe WZeQWieWh
ceQWXU\: cRQWURYeUVieV ZeUe eYaded. IQVWead Rf RSeQ diVcXVViRQV,
WheUe ZeUe allXViRQV, iQdiUecW aWWackV, aQd VRPeWiPeV iQVXlWV. OQ RQe
Vide, Ze ZiWQeVVed Whe aUURgaQce Rf Whe ¶SRViWiYiVWV·; RQ Whe RWheU,
Whe Uage Rf Whe ¶QegaWiYiVWV·, bRWh Rf WheP ePSlR\iQg ad hominem
aUgXPeQWV. SiPilaU cRQWUadicWiRQV UaQ WhURXgh MaU[iVP aQd
FUeXdiaQiVP. MaU[ aQd FUeXd VeW RXW fURP a liYed e[SeUieQce: VRcial
labRXU fRU Whe fRUPeU; Ve[Xal libidR fRU Whe laWWeU. BRWh ZaQWed WR
e[alW WhiV liYed e[SeUieQce, iQ RUdeU WR VeW iW fUee: heQce a
UeYRlXWiRQaU\ SURjecW RQ RQe Vide, aQd a SURjecW WhaW ZaV VXbYeUViYe
iQ iWV faVhiRQ RQ Whe RWheU. US WR QRZ, bRWh eQdeaYRXUV haYe eQded
iQ failXUe. Wh\? APRQg RWheU UeaVRQV, iW caQ be aVVeUWed WhaW liYed
e[SeUieQce, WhXV PaUked RXW, haV QRW eVcaSed Whe VZa\ Rf SRViWiYe
kQRZledge, Whe laWWeU beiQg fRUPXlaWed aQd cRdiɹed iQ accRUdaQce
ZiWh a V\VWePaWi]aWiRQ aWWUibXWed WR Whe fRXQdeUV.

US WR a ceUWaiQ SRiQW, Whe cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life fRllRZed Whe
VaPe SaWh, ZiWh Whe VaPe WZiVWV aQd WXUQV. AW Whe RXWVeW, iW SURSRVed
WR gUaVS aQd cRQceSWXali]e Whe liYed, Zhile e[WRlliQg iW. YeW Whe YeU\
SURceVV Rf cRQceSWXali]aWiRQ iV QRW ZiWhRXW iWV dUaZbackV ² aPRQg
WheP, Whe dRPiQaWiRQ Rf liYed e[SeUieQce b\ Whe cRQceSW. IW iV cleaU
WhaW Whe SURblePaWic Rf SRViWiYe kQRZledge caQQRW be aYRided.
MeUel\ WR cRPPXQicaWe a SURjecW ² ZheWheU iQ VSRkeQ RU ZUiWWeQ
fRUP ² iW PXVW be cRQceSWXali]ed. EYeQ if Whe liPiWV Rf
cRQceSWXali]aWiRQ aUe caUefXll\ iQdicaWed, Whe SURceVV iV QRW UiVk-
fUee.
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The PaUiViaQ SeQchaQW fRU cliTXeV, claQV aQd cRQVSiUacieV ZaV WR
aggUaYaWe Whe cRQɻicWV beWZeeQ SaUWiVaQV Rf changer la Yie aQd
YaUieWieV Rf VcieQWiVWic dRgPaWiVP, ZiWhRXW UeVRlYiQg WheP. The
UeSRViWRUieV Rf SRViWiYe kQRZledge UegaUded WhePVelYeV aV highl\
VXSeUiRU WR WhRVe ZhR (aV Whe\ VaZ iW) ZeUe PeUe igQRUaPXVeV.
AbRYe all, Whe\ WhRXghW iW ZRXld be SRVVible WR eVWabliVh WheiU
SURSRViWiRQV aV deɹQiWiYe WUXWhV. HeQce PiVXQdeUVWaQdiQgV aQd
diVaSSRiQWPeQWV. HeQce alVR Whe VSliWWiQg Rf MaU[iVW WhRXghW iQWR
eSiVWePRlRgical aQd cUiWical VWaQceV. HeQce, ɹQall\, PaQReXYUeV RQ
Whe ShilRVRShical aQd WheRUeWical SlaQe aiPiQg WR QeXWUali]e WheVe
RSSRVed cXUUeQWV b\ PeaQV Rf RQe aQRWheU, iQ RUdeU WR diVSRVe Rf
aQ\ WheRU\ aQd leaYe Whe ɹeld fUee fRU ePSiUicall\ WakeQ deciViRQV.
ThiV bUiQgV XV WR aURXQd 1968, high SRiQW Rf cRQWeVWaWiRQ aQd
cUiWical WhiQkiQg, aV Zell aV ¶SURVSeUiW\· aQd Whe ecRQRPic PiUacle,
WhaW iV WR Va\, gURZWh cRQWURlled b\ Whe VWaWe. IQ 1968, fRU Whe ɹUVW
WiPe, aQd afWeU YaUiRXV deWRXUV WhaW Ze VWill dR QRW cleaUl\
XQdeUVWaQd, cUiWical WhRXghW agaiQ cRiQcided ZiWh SUacWice: Whe UaSid
UiVe Rf Whe PRYePeQW, iWV QR leVV UaSid decliQe, accRPSaQied b\ Whe
VeSaUaWiRQ Rf iWV cRQVWiWXeQW elePeQWV ² WhRXghW aQd VSRQWaQeiW\,
acWiRQ aQd WheRU\.

The cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life PRWiYaWed Whe UefXValV aQd dePaQdV
Rf Whe SURWeVWeUV b\ SUeVeQWiQg a SURjecW. FRU Whe ɹUVW WiPe, WheRU\
ZaV QRW fRcXVed RQ Whe SaVW, RQ hiVWRU\ aQd hiVWRUical PRdelV;
PRUeRYeU, iW ZaV QRW cRQWeQW WR SURSRVe aQ ecRQRPic PRdel. IQ aQd
WhURXgh cRXQWeU-kQRZledge, iW WXUQed SRViWiYe kQRZledge agaiQVW
iWVelf, ZiWhRXW abRliVhiQg iW, bXW b\ RSSRViQg a kQRZledge Rf
SRWeQWialiWieV WR ideRlRgieV Rf UealiW\ RU PRdelV. IW WRRk iWV diVWaQce
fURP claVVical SRViWiRQV iQ VXch a Za\ aV WR RSeQ XS diʃeUeQW
SeUVSecWiYeV.

AQRWheU failXUe. A deɹQiWiYe RQe? We Vhall Vee. PUagPaWiVWV Pake
VXcceVV a cUiWeUiRQ: ZhaW failed ZaV bad aQd falVe. FRU hiV SaUW,
NieW]Vche Whe aQWi-SUagPaWiVW XQdeUVWRRd WhaW Whe decadeQW
VRPeWiPeV chRRVe ZhaW iV bad fRU WheP, SURSelliQg WheP alRQg Whe



SaWh Rf decliQe. UQiQWeQded cRQVeTXeQceV aQd UeYeUVeV haYe WheiU
SeUYeUVe UeaVRQV. MRUeRYeU, fRU WhRVe ZhR RbVeUYe Whe Uadical
labRXU Rf Whe QegaWiYe, failXUeV aUe QRW RQl\ failXUeV: ViQce Hegel aQd
MaU[, Ze haYe kQRZQ WhaW WhiQgV alVR SURgUeVV b\ Whe ¶bad Vide·.
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LeW XV jXPS fRUZaUd WR 1981. WhaW iV QeZ? ¶EYeU\WhiQg,· declaUeV
Whe RSWiPiVW ZiWh ZhRP Ze aUe faPiliaU, VWaQdaUd-beaUeU Rf UealiVP
aQd chaPSiRQ Rf PRdeUQiVP: ¶CRQWeVWaWiRQ iV RYeU. We aUe alUead\
iQ aQRWheU eUa, SRVW-iQdXVWUial VRcieW\, Whe iQfRUPaWiRQ VRcieW\.«·
¶NRWhiQg,· UeSlieV Whe QRVWalgic: ¶The fXQdaPeQWal UelaWiRQV haYe QRW
alWeUed, RQl\ Whe diVcRXUVe aQd UheWRUic. ASSeaUaQceV
QRWZiWhVWaQdiQg, iW iV QRW Whe Rld cRQVWUicWiRQV WhaW haYe beeQ
VPaVhed WR biWV, bXW ZhaW UePaiQed QaWXUal aQd VXbVWaQWial iQ
UelaWiRQV, SUR[iPiW\, ZaUPWh aQd aQ\ ² ZhaW dR \RX call Whe WhiQg
WhaW haV beeQ Pade VR PXch Rf ViQce iW ceaVed WR e[iVW? ² aQ\
VRciabiliW\!·

IQ 1981, SURblePV aUe UecRQVideUed aQd UefRUPXlaWed iQ WeUPV Rf
crisis. HeQce PaQ\ aVVeVVPeQWV deSeQd XSRQ Whe Za\ iQ Zhich WhiV
cUiViV iV SeUceiYed aQd aSSUaiVed. OQ WhiV cUXcial SRiQW, hRZeYeU,
WheUe aUe VigQiɹcaQW diVagUeePeQWV, aQd Whe ¶VSecWUXP·, aV Whe\ Va\,
Rf aQal\VeV aQd RSiQiRQV iV VR Zide WhaW iW iV QRW eaV\ WR Vee hRZ iW
UePaiQV a VSecWUXP, ViQce WheUe aUe QeiWheU bRUdeUV QRU haQdle WR
cRQWURl iW. SRPe Va\: WheUe iV QR cUiViV, ViPSl\ a QeZ diYiViRQ Rf
labRXU RQ a ZRUld Vcale, aV a UeVXlW Rf WechQRlRgical SURgUeVV; aQd,
cRQVeTXeQWl\, a diVSlacePeQW Rf Whe ceQWUeV Rf SURdXcWiRQ, ZealWh
aQd SRZeU. If WhaW WhUeaWeQV FUaQce, leW iW cRQWUiYe WR SXll WhURXgh
ZiWh Whe PiQiPXP daPage. EXURceQWUiVP cRXld QRW laVW fRU eYeU,
QRU cRXld Whe hiVWRUical SUiYilege eQjR\ed b\ VRPe cRXQWUieV
(iQclXdiQg RXUV)« OWheUV SURclaiP a WRWal cUiViV: a cUiViV Rf
eYeU\WhiQg WhaW gReV WR Pake XS a VRcieW\, cXlWXUe aQd YalXeV
iQclXded. HeQce a cUiViV Rf Whe LefW aV Zell aV Whe RighW. A WeUPiQal
cUiViV, VRPe gR VR faU aV WR Va\, aQd, iQ Whe laVW aQal\ViV, aQ
iQelXcWable RQe: caWaVWURShe. A SeVViPiVWic cRQclXViRQ, cRPeV Whe



UejRiQdeU fURP Whe RWheU Vide: Whe SRSXlaU PRYePeQW iV feQdiQg Rʃ
caWaVWURShe, aQd Zill SUeYail. A ViPSle ecRQRPic cUiViV, declaUe a lRW
Rf UealiVWV, Zhich iV WheUefRUe bRXQd WR haYe SRliWical UeSeUcXVViRQV,
gRRd SRliWicV PakiQg SRVVible Whe gRRd ecRQRPicV WhaW Zill lead XV
RXW Rf Whe cUiViV. CUiViV Rf Whe caSiWaliVW ecRQRP\ RU cUiViV Rf
iPSeUialiVP, Va\ ceUWaiQ MaU[iVWV, ZhR lRcaWe Whe eSiceQWUe Rf Whe
glRbal XSheaYal aV fRllRZV: Whe UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ ¶ceQWUe· aQd
¶SeUiSheU\· haYe VhifWed; WheUe aUe QeZ iPSeUialiVPV Zhich,
alWhRXgh VecRQdaU\, aUe acWiYe; RQ Whe RWheU haQd, YaUiRXV cRXQWUieV
haYe ePbaUked XSRQ iQdeSeQdeQW iQdXVWUiali]aWiRQ, aQd aUe
diVcRYeUiQg QeZ URadV. EYeQ VR, cRPeV Whe UeVSRQVe, Whe UelaWiRQV Rf
hegePRQ\, dRPiQaWiRQ aQd deSeQdeQc\ UePaiQ eVVeQWiall\ Whe
VaPe¬«

APRQg WhRVe ZhR cRQcede WhaW Whe cUiViV iV bUiQgiQg abRXW
SURfRXQd chaQgeV, ViPXlWaQeRXVl\ aʃecWiQg labRXU aQd iWV
RUgaQi]aWiRQ, Whe Za\ Rf life, PRdeV Rf kQRZledge, Whe Vcale Rf
UecRgQi]ed YalXeV, QRUPV aQd cRQYeQWiRQV, PaQ\ ² ZheWheU
cRQVeUYaWiYeV RU UefRUPiVWV ² aVVeUW WhaW Whe enWerprise UePaiQV Whe
ViWe Rf WheVe WUaQVfRUPaWiRQV. IW WhXV VXSSRVedl\ eVcaSeV Whe cUiViV aV
a PRdel, a VRlid, XQchaQgiQg ViWe aPid Whe YaUiRXV chaQgeV. SRPe
PaiQWaiQ WhaW a SUiYileged ViWe Rf WhiV VRUW ² RQe WhaW dReV QRW
e[clXde SURdXcWiYe labRXU, bXW iQcRUSRUaWeV iW iQWR a faU laUgeU VSace
aQd WiPe WhaQ Whe ZRUkSlace aQd labRXU-WiPe ² iV WR be fRXQd iQ
dail\ life, Zhich dReV QRW eVcaSe Whe cUiViV bXW iV WUaQVfRUPed ZiWh
iW.

AV fRU Whe cUiViV iQ geQeUal, a h\SRWheViV iV ePeUgiQg Zhich iV
UaUel\ diVcXVVed, bXW haV aUgXPeQWV iQ iWV faYRXU. PeRSle alZa\V
UefeU WR Whe ¶eQd Rf Whe cUiViV·, a VRlXWiRQ, a ¶Za\ RXW Rf Whe cUiViV·.
The\ Walk abRXW cRQWaiQiQg RU cRQWURlliQg iW ² Zhich iV ZhaW Whe
ZRUd ¶cUiViV·, eW\PRlRgicall\ cRQVWUXed, VXggeVWV. The SaUadR[ical
h\SRWheViV iV WhaW WhiV ¶cUiViV· caQQRW be UedXced WR a ShaVe Rf
iQVWabiliW\ beWZeeQ WZR VWable SeUiRdV: TXiWe Whe UeYeUVe, iW iV
becRPiQg Whe PRde Rf e[iVWeQce Rf PRdeUQ VRcieWieV RQ a ZRUld
Vcale. NeiWheU Whe WheViV Rf a cUiViV Rf ecRQRP\ aQd VRcieW\; QRU WhaW
Rf a cUiViV Rf Whe bRXUgeRiVie aQd Whe ZRUkiQg claVV; QRU WhaW Rf a
cUiViV Rf Whe Piddle claVVeV aV UelaWiYel\ VWable VXSSRUWV Rf



eVWabliVhed iQVWiWXWiRQV; QRU Whe YeU\ ZideVSUead WheViV Rf a cUiWical
SeUiRd fRU iQVWiWXWiRQV, YalXeV aQd cXlWXUe ² QRQe Rf WheVe accRXQWV
fRU Whe ViWXaWiRQ, dReV jXVWice WR iWV gUaYiW\ RU Whe e[WeQW Rf Whe
SURblePaWic. IV QRW Whe SheQRPeQRQ Ze cRQWiQXe WR deVcUibe ZiWh a
WeUP WhaW haV becRPe iQadeTXaWe ² cUiViV ² PRUe SURfRXQd, PRUe
Uadical, WhaQ a PeUe diɽcXlW ShaVe fRU Whe ecRQRP\, SRliWicV, eWhicV
aQd aeVWheWicV? MighW iW QRW legiWiPaWel\ be WhRXghW WhaW Whe ¶cUiViV·
Zill chaQge WheVe VRcieWieV URRW aQd bUaQch ² iQ WheiU
¶aQWhURSRlRgical PaWUi[·, WheiU hiVWRUical fRXQdaWiRQ, WheiU ecRQRPic
¶baVe·, aQd WheiU VXSeUVWUXcWXUal aSe[? If WhiV iV Whe caVe, WheQ Whe
cUiViV iV cRQWiQXiQg Whe ZRUk Rf cUiWical WhiQkiQg, abaQdRQed b\
WhRXghW. IW (cRU)UeVSRQdV iQ UealiW\ WR WhRVe ZhR did QRW ZaQW a
cRQVideUed, diUecWed XSheaYal ² VRPeWhiQg WhaW ZaV SRVVible iQ
1968. NRWhiQg Zill ZiWhVWaQd WhiV SUacWical cUiWiTXe: Whe UeViVWaQce
Rf Whe e[iVWiQg RUdeU Zill VRRQeU RU laWeU be VZeSW aVide, diVVRlYed RU
VhaWWeUed ² eYeQ facile QRVWalgia aQd deUiVRU\ RSWiPiVP, Zhich aUe
cRPSlePeQWaU\ ideRlRgieV.

WhaW aUe called PRdeUQ VRcieWieV Zill heQcefRUWh liYe XQdeU WhUeaW
fURP ZiWhiQ aQd ZiWhRXW: WhUeaWeQed ZiWh UXiQ, deca\, Velf-
deVWUXcWiRQ; faciQg QXPeURXV challeQgeV; e[SRVed WR XQUePiWWiQg
aWWack. We PXVW geW XVed WR Whe idea WhaW a cUiViV Rf WhiV RUdeU QR
lRQgeU haV aQ\WhiQg WR dR ZiWh ¶cUiViV· iQ Whe claVVical VeQVe; WhaW
cRQVWaQW iQYeQWiRQ iV UeTXiUed WR UeVSRQd WR VXch ViWXaWiRQV. IQYeQW
RU SeUiVh! TheUe iV QR deɹQiWe RU deɹQiWiYe VRlXWiRQ, QR PRdel WR
ePXlaWe, RQl\ a URad WR RSeQ XS aQd cRQVWUXcW. ThiV WheViV gReV
be\RQd cXUUeQWl\ acceSWed WheVeV, UegaUded aV bRld, RQ Whe ¶VeUiRXV
cUiViV· RU eYeQ ¶WRWal cUiViV·. IW iQdicaWeV Whe SaWh WhaW PXVW be cXW
WhURXgh Whe UXiQV. We PXVW alVR geW XVed WR Whe SaUadR[ical idea
WhaW WhiV cUiViV iV QRW VRPe Palad\ Rf VRcieW\, bXW heQcefRUWh iWV
QRUPal, healWh\ VWaWe. A VWURQg RUgaQiVP dReV QRW VhUiQk back
QeUYRXVl\, aYRid UiVkV aQd daQgeUV, bXW RQ Whe cRQWUaU\ cRQfURQWV
WheP, acWV aQd UeacWV accRUdiQgl\. (IW iV WUXe, hRZeYeU, WhaW
aQalRgieV beWZeeQ Whe VRcial aQd Whe RUgaQic caQQRW be SXVhed
be\RQd ceUWaiQ liPiWV.)

AQRWheU, QR leVV SaUadR[ical iPSlicaWiRQ: cUiWical WhiQkiQg WeQdV WR
diVaSSeaU RU aW leaVW be PaUgiQali]ed, aQd SRVVibl\ TXaliWaWiYel\



WUaQVfRUPed. The ¶cUiViV· WakeV RYeU Whe ZRUk Rf cUiWical kQRZledge,
cRQWiQXaWiRQ Rf aQcieQW ShilRVRSh\, Whe ZRUk WhaW WhRXghW VRXghW WR
accRPSliVh, bXW Zhich iW cRXld QRW Vee WhURXgh WR a cRQclXViRQ. AV a
cUiWical cRQdiWiRQ, Whe ¶cUiViV· iV cUiWical WhiQkiQg in acWX. ThiV
WhiQkiQg iV VXSeUVeded aQd Ueali]ed; RXWɻaQked aV kQRZledge, iW
becRPeV cRQcUeWe.

WhaW iV lefW fRU iW WR dR iQ iWV caSaciW\ aV WhRXghW? FiUVW Rf all, WR
WUack Whe Uadical labRXU Rf Whe QegaWiYe, Whe SURgUeVV Rf Whe cUiViV
WhURXgh Whe ZRUld iW eQgeQdeUV Zhile WeaUiQg iW aSaUW. PRVVibl\, ZhaW
SUeVeQWV iWVelf aV SRViWiYe (WechQRlRg\, eWc.) Zill WXUQ RXW WR be
QegaWiYe; Zhile Whe VeePiQgl\ QegaWiYe (Whe ZUeckiQg Rf iQVWiWXWiRQV
aQd YalXeV) Zill SURYe cUeaWiYe. The diVVRlXWiRQ Rf WUadiWiRQal
WhiQkiQg aQd cUiWical ShilRVRSh\ RccXUV RQ a dXal baViV: iWV failXUe
aQd degeQeUaWiRQ iQWR h\SeUcUiWiciVP; aQd Whe acWiYel\ cUiWical URle
Rf Whe cUiViV. ThiV dReV QRW beWRkeQ Whe diVaSSeaUaQce Rf dialecWical
WhRXghW aQd WhiQkiQg WoXW coXrW. FaU fURP iW! IW PeaQV iWV UeQeZal iQ
aQd WhURXgh a cXlWXUal UeYRlXWiRQ TXiWe diʃeUeQW fURP ZhaW haV
hiWheUWR gRQe b\ WhaW QaPe. ThaW Vaid, WheUe iV QR Qeed WR liQgeU
RYeU Whe cUiViV Rf Whe WheRU\ Rf cUiVeV, Rf cUiWiciVP, Rf MaU[iVP aV a
cUiWical WheRU\ RU WheRU\ Rf cUiVeV, aQd VR RQ.

ThiV SeUVSecWiYe dReV QRW iQYRlYe a YiViRQ Rf aSRcal\SVe, a
caWaVWURShe; bXW iW dReV QRW e[clXde WheP. The WheRU\ Rf SeUPaQeQW
cUiViV WhXV UeSlaceV WhaW Rf SeUPaQeQW UeYRlXWiRQ. The QeZ VWaWe Rf
Whe ZRUld, aV Rf Whe WhiQkiQg WhaW VWUiYeV WR cRQceSWXali]e iW, cRXld
haYe XQfRUeVeeQ eʃecWV RYeU aQd abRYe VXch XQiQWeQded
cRQVeTXeQceV aV caQ be aQWiciSaWed.

B\ Za\ Rf a SUeliPiQaU\ TXeVWiRQ, Ze PighW alVR aVk hRZ Ze
VhRXld chaUacWeUi]e Whe e[iVWeQce Rf VRcieWieV ZiWh UeVSecW WR
biRlRgical e[iVWeQce aQd cRVPic eQeUg\. IV iW a geQXiQe SURbleP? We
Zill QRW kQRZ XQWil Whe eQd Rf WhiV VWXd\. AQ XQdXl\ faPRXV fRUPXla
haV iW WhaW ciYili]aWiRQV aUe PRUWal. AgUeed: bXW Whe TXeVWiRQ SRVed
heUe iV UaWheU diʃeUeQW. CaQ VRcieWieV VXUYiYe ZiWhRXW a WUace Rf
ciYili]aWiRQ ² WhaW iV WR Va\, VW\le RU, UaWheU, gUaQd VW\le, high cXlWXUe,
aQd higheU YalXeV ² iQ a QeR-baUbaUiVP? The PRVW diVWXUbiQg WhiQg
abRXW RUgaQic life aQd QaWXUe iV QRW PeUel\ deaWh, bXW ageiQg.
EYeU\WhiQg iV PRUWal: QRW RQl\ ciYili]aWiRQV, bXW ideaV, cRXQWUieV aQd



SeRSleV, claVVeV WhePVelYeV. AUe Whe\ SUe\ WR Whe VaPe faWe aV Whe
liYiQg iQdiYidXal, UeachiQg WheiU WeUP RQl\ WhURXgh Whe VlRZ, faWal
lRVV Rf WheiU YiWaliW\, WheiU Sh\Vical SRZeUV? IV dail\ life a ViWe Rf
decliQe? OU Rf aWWePSWV aW VXddeQ UeYiYal? OU VRPeWiPeV Whe RQe
aQd VRPeWiPeV Whe RWheU ² a ViWe Rf aPbigXiW\, gaPbleV aQd ZageUV?

If VRcial life iV VXbjecW QRW RQl\ WR Whe RUgaQic laZ Rf eYRlXWiRQ
(biUWh, gURZWh, decliQe aQd eQd) bXW alVR WR Whe laZ Rf Whe
diVViSaWiRQ Rf eQeUg\; if iQfRUPaWiRQal eQeUg\ iWVelf, aQd iWV
WUaQVPiVViRQ, aUe QRW e[ePSW fURP eQWURS\, WheQ ZhaW aUe Ze WR
cRQclXde aV UegaUdV dail\ life? IV iW QRW a ViWe Rf diVViSaWed eQeUg\,
lRVW iQfRUPaWiRQ, UedXQdaQc\? ThiV ZRXld aPRXQW WR ideQWif\iQg iQ
dail\ life aQ iUUeYeUVible decliQe Rf Whe VRcial, fRU Zhich WheUe iV QR
SRVVible cXUe. ThiV iV ViPSl\ a h\SRWheViV, e[aPiQaWiRQ Rf Zhich Ze
Vhall QRW eYade. PRVVibl\ acceSWed aQd cRQVeQWed WR iQ a YagXe VRUW
Rf Za\, VXch a decliQe ZRXld UeQdeU PRdeUQ VRcieWieV iQcaSable Rf
UeVSRQdiQg WR iQcUeaViQgl\ QXPeURXV aQd XUgeQW ¶challeQgeV·, Rf
XQdeUVWaQdiQg WheP, aQd eYeQ Rf fRUPXlaWiQg WheiU SURblePaWic.
FURP WhiV YieZSRiQW, dail\ life eVcaSeV Whe WhUeaW Rf RbliWeUaWiRQ
RQl\ WhURXgh iWV dXllQeVV, iWV SRQdeURXVQeVV, iWV iQeUWia, Zhich Pake
iW XQbeaUable.

HRZ aUe Ze WR diVSel a VWaWe Rf cRQfXViRQ Zhich gURZV fURP \eaU
WR \eaU, aQd ceUWaiQl\ fRUPV SaUW Rf Whe ZRUld aV iW SUeVeQWV iWVelf ²
WhaW iV WR Va\, aV Ze Pake iW? CaQ Whe VWXd\ Rf dail\ life VWill VeUYe aV
a gXidiQg WhUead WhURXgh Whe cRPSle[iWieV aQd VediPeQWV Rf PRdeUQ
VRcieW\? A liWWle laWeU, Ze Vhall Vee WhaW WheUe iV alVR a cUiViV Rf
PRdeUQiW\. The ViWXaWiRQ, iQ Whe bURadeVW VeQVe Rf Whe WeUP, Zill
SURYe all Whe PRUe diɽcXlW WR gUaVS iQ WhaW Whe neo, Whe reWro aQd
eYeQ Whe archaeo, Zhich RQce, iQ Whe glRU\ da\V Rf PRdeUQiW\, fRXghW
biWWeUl\, aUe cRQfXVed WRda\. ThiV alVR fRUPV SaUW Rf RXU ZRUld, aQd
iV aQ aVSecW Ze PXVW VWUeVV UighW QRZ. AURXQd 1980, a UXPRXU ZaV
dRiQg Whe URXQdV WhaW eYeU\WhiQg had chaQged, WhaW Ze ZeUe
eQWeUiQg a diʃeUeQW eUa. The QeZ ShilRVRSheUV, Whe QeZ
aUchiWecWXUe, Whe NeZ LefW aQd NeZ RighW, eYeQ Whe noXYelle cXisine,
VSUaQg XS ViPXlWaQeRXVl\. TheUe iV iQdeed VRPeWhiQg QeZ: bXW
ZheUe aQd ZhaW? IllXViRQ RU UealiW\? PRWeQWialiWieV, UePRWe
SRVVibiliWieV, RU Whe cRQVeTXeQceV Rf deciViRQV WhaW haYe alUead\



beeQ WakeQ? TheUe iV iQdeed a QeR-bRXUgeRiVie, a QeZ Piddle claVV,
bXW Whe\ beaU a clRVe UeVePblaQce WR Whe Rld RQeV, ZiWh feZeU WicV
aQd added idiRcieV. The allegedl\ QeZ iV RfWeQ RQl\ a UeYiYal WhaW iV
XQcRQVciRXV Rf Whe facW. SRPeWiPeV SeRSle alVR ZiWWiQgl\ UeYiYe
UeligiRXV, PeWaSh\Vical aQd SRliWical WhePeV, UeQRYaWed like Rld
SalaceV iQ hiVWRUic ciWieV: Whe QeZ Wacked RQ WR Whe Rld. SRPe
WeUPiQRlRgical iQQRYaWiRQV aUe eQRXgh WR SURdXce WhiV eʃecW.
FaVhiRQ aQd cXlWXUe haYe alVR becRPe Pi[ed XS WR Whe SRiQW Rf
PeUgiQg ² aQ Rld SheQRPeQRQ, bXW RQe WhaW iV iQcUeaViQg iQ Vcale.
AQ\WhiQg WhaW aPRXQWV WR faVhiRQ iV UegaUded aV QeZ. CleYeU
adYeUWiViQg PakeV Whe QeR cRQWaiQ Whe aUchaeR, aQd Yice YeUVa.
PUeVeQWaWiRQ aQd YeUbal SackagiQg cRQceal Whe SeUViVWeQce aQd
deWeUiRUaWiRQ Rf Whe Rld iQ Whe allegedl\ QeZ; Whe\ alVR cRQceal Whe
facW WhaW VXch e[alWaWiRQ Rf Whe aUcheR SUeYeQWV Whe biUWh Rf ZhaW
cRXld VSUiQg fURP Whe geQXiQel\ QeZ. B\ deɹQiWiRQ, faVhiRQ, eYeQ
ZheQ iW UeVXlWV fURP a c\cle (Whe SeUiRdic UeWXUQ Rf fRUPV), alZa\V
SaVVeV fRU QeZ. OWheUZiVe, WheUe ZRXld be QR faVhiRQ! The c\cle
iQYRlYeV RbliYiRXVQeVV Rf iWV RZQ PRPeQWV.

ThXV, a clRVeU aQal\ViV Zill be iQdiVSeQVable aV UegaUdV PRdeUQiW\,
Whe QeR aQd Whe UeWUR, VeekiQg WR deɹQe ZhaW SeUViVWV XQdeU Whe
illXViRQ Rf Whe QeZ; ZhaW iV geQXiQel\ QeZ; ZhaW iV cRQgealed iQ Whe
Rld; ZhaW iV UegUeVViQg; aQd ZhaW iV diVaSSeaUiQg. NR dRXbW WhiV
aQal\ViV Zill haYe WR gR iQWR VRPe SRiQWV aQd aUeaV PRUe deeSl\,
ZiWhRXW abaQdRQiQg a cRPSUeheQViYe SeUVSecWiYe iQ Whe SURceVV. IW
iV cleaU WhaW Ve[XaliW\ aQd fePiQiQiW\ iQ eYeU\da\ life caQQRW be
WUeaWed iQ Whe VaPe Za\ aV WechQiTXeV RU Whe cXlWXUe iQdXVWU\ RU Whe
eURViRQ Rf YalXeV.

TR VXPPaUi]e: Whe RbjecW Rf WhiV ZRUk iV WR UeVXPe cUiWical
aQal\ViV Rf dail\ life iQ Whe \eaU 1981, UefeUUiQg WR Whe SUeYiRXV
aQal\VeV Zhile WU\iQg WR aYRid WheiU defecWV, aQd aQWiciSaWiQg Whe
fXWXUe. The SURbleP haV chaQged. IW deUiYeV QRW fURP a VcaUciW\ Rf
PaWeUial RU igQRUaQce Rf dail\ life bXW, RQ Whe cRQWUaU\, fURP aQ
abXQdaQce Rf PaWeUial aQd a kiQd Rf e[ceVV Rf SRViWiYe kQRZledge.
The PRVW cXUVRU\ glaQce aW SXblicaWiRQV Rf all VRUWV ² RQ WRZQV, RQ
SRliWical life aV Zell aV SUiYaWe life ² iPPediaWel\ iQfRUPV XV Rf WheVe
alWeUaWiRQV. BXW ZhaW iV WheiU VigQiɹcaQce? HeUe RXU SURblePaWic



ePeUgeV, aQd caQ be UefRUPXlaWed WhXV: iV dail\ life a VhelWeU fURP
Whe chaQgeV, eVSeciall\ ZheQ Whe\ RccXU abUXSWl\? IV iW a fRUWUeVV Rf
UeViVWaQce WR gUeaW chaQgeV, RU ceUWaiQ PiQRU bXW VigQiɹcaQW
chaQgeV? OU, cRQWUaUiZiVe, iV iW Whe ViWe Rf Whe PaiQ chaQgeV,
ZheWheU SaVViYel\ RU acWiYel\?

The XSVhRW Rf WheVe aQal\VeV, Zhich UePaiQ iQcRPSleWe, iV WhaW
dail\ life caQQRW be deɹQed aV a ¶VXb-V\VWeP· ZiWhiQ a laUgeU V\VWeP.
OQ Whe cRQWUaU\: iW iV Whe ¶baVe· fURP Zhich Whe PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ
eQdeaYRXUV WR cRQVWiWXWe iWVelf aV a V\VWeP, b\ SURgUaPPiQg WhiV
baVe. ThXV, Ze aUe QRW dealiQg ZiWh Whe Velf-UegXlaWiRQ Rf a clRVed
WRWaliW\. The SURgUaPPiQg Rf dail\ life haV SRZeUfXl PeaQV aW iWV
diVSRVal: iW cRQWaiQV aQ elePeQW Rf lXck, bXW iW alVR hRldV Whe
iQiWiaWiYe, haV Whe iPSeWXV aW Whe ¶baVe· WhaW PakeV Whe ediɹce WRWWeU.
WhaWeYeU haSSeQV, alWeUaWiRQV iQ dail\ life Zill UePaiQ Whe cUiWeUiRQ
Rf chaQge. BXW WhaW iV WR aQWiciSaWe Whe cRQclXViRQV Rf WhiV ZRUk.



PART ONE

CRQWiQXiWieV

1 End of Modernity?

SiQce Whe RQVeW Rf ZhaW aUe called PRdeUQ WiPeV, a VWaQdaUd
TXeVWiRQ haV iQYRlYed Whe UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ WUadiWiRQ aQd QRYelW\. IW
haV SURPSWed cRQWURYeUVieV like WhaW Rf Whe AQcieQWV aQd MRdeUQV aW
Whe eQd Rf Whe VeYeQWeeQWh ceQWXU\; aQd cRQWiQXeV WR dR VR. IW iV QRW
alZa\V cleaU ZhaW iV aW iVVXe iQ WheVe debaWeV; VRPeWiPeV WhaW
ePeUgeV RQl\ lRQg afWeU Whe TXaUUel ² aV ZiWh Whe cRQceSW Rf SURgUeVV
iQ Whe caVe Rf Whe AQcieQWV aQd MRdeUQV.

TRda\, aQRWheU TXeVWiRQ iV RQ Whe ageQda: Whe eQd Rf PRdeUQiW\.
ThiV ZaV QRiVil\ SURclaiPed aV Whe 1980V aSSURached. AW Whe VaPe
WiPe aV aQ iUUXSWiRQ Rf Whe QeZ, SeRSle aQQRXQced a UeYeUViRQ WR
WUadiWiRQ, bXW a UecRQVideUed WUadiWiRQ ² a WUadiWiRQ fUeed fURP
ideRlRg\ aQd aXWheQWicaWed b\ Whe WeVW Rf WiPe. The eQd Rf
PRdeUQiW\ heUalded a gUeaW chaQge, SURclaiPed fURP ¶RQ high·.

IW ZaV XQTXeVWiRQabl\ iQ aUchiWecWXUe WhaW Whe aQQRXQcePeQW
caXVed Whe gUeaWeVW VWiU. CRPPRQ WR WechQRlRg\, aUW, VRcial SUacWice
aQd eYeU\da\ life, Whe aUchiWecWXUal iV a dRPaiQ WhaW VhRXld QRW be
XQdeUeVWiPaWed RU UegaUded aV VXbVidiaU\. DeYelRSPeQWV iQ
aUchiWecWXUe alZa\V haYe a V\PSWRPaWic VigQiɹcaQce iQiWiall\, aQd a
caXVal RQe VXbVeTXeQWl\. The VeQice BieQQale Rf 1980 ZaV deYRWed
WR posWmoderniW\ iQ aUchiWecWXUe ² a VlRgaQ laXQched iQ Whe USA WZR
RU WhUee \eaUV eaUlieU. IQ ZhaW, accRUdiQg WR iWV SURPRWeUV, did iW



cRQViVW? IQ a UeWXUQ WR PRQXPeQWV, a QeR-PRQXPeQWaliVP fUeed
fURP Whe gUiS aQd iPSUiQW Rf SRliWical SRZeU, ZheUeaV PRQXPeQWV
ZeUe, hiVWRUicall\, e[SUeVViRQV, WRRlV aQd ViWeV Rf Whe UeigQiQg
SRZeUV. OQe RXghW (aUgXed RicaUdR BRɹll) WR gR VR faU aV WR iQYeUW
V\PbRlV.

SR ZhaW iV WhiV PRdeUQiW\ WhaW haV beeQ ZUecked dXUiQg Whe
cXUUeQW cUiViV, aQd UeQRXQced? IWV UeigQ daWeV fURP Whe eaUl\
WZeQWieWh ceQWXU\, aQd eQded aURXQd 1980. PRUWeQWV Rf PRdeUQiW\
caQ be deWecWed eaUlieU, bXW iW did QRW ɻRXUiVh befRUe Whe begiQQiQg
Rf Whe WZeQWieWh ceQWXU\. ThXV, aURXQd Whe 1900V, Whe ¶PRdeUQ VW\le·
Pade iWV aSSeaUaQce iQ FUaQce, SURPRWiQg a kiQd Rf baURTXe: SlaQW
fRUPV, cXUYeV aQd iQWeUlaceV, a fePiQiQiW\ iQdiUecWl\ VXggeVWed RU
diUecWl\ e[SUeVVed. MRdeUQ VW\le VRRQ VXccXPbed WR UidicXle, aQd
ZaV UeSlaced b\ PRdeUQiW\, Zhich ZaV PRUe WechQical, PRUe
¶UigRURXV·, VSaUeU, diVWaQciQg iWVelf fURP Whe QaWXUal aQd QRW afUaid WR
be VRShiVWicaWed. The diVWiQcW liQeV Rf cRQcUeWe UeSlaced YRlXWeV. The
aPXViQg WhiQg abRXW WhiV VWRU\ iV WhaW Whe UeceQW challeQge WR
PRdeUQiW\ iV accRPSaQied b\ a UehabiliWaWiRQ Rf PRdeUQ VW\le,
Zhich had iQ Whe iQWeUiP cRPe WR be UegaUded aV cRPSleWel\
RXWPRded. IW iV SleaViQg. S\PbRlicall\ UeSUeVeQWed b\ Whe e[WeUiRU Rf
Whe PeWUR VWaWiRQV cRQVWUXcWed aW Whe WXUQ Rf Whe ceQWXU\, iW iV
adPiUed iQ SUide Rf Slace iQ NeZ YRUk·V MeWURSRliWaQ MXVeXP aQd
elVeZheUe.

MRdeUQiW\ begiQV ZiWh ZhaW PighW be called a VileQW caWaVWURShe.
LeW XV Uecall Whe ke\ feaWXUeV Rf WhiV ViQgXlaU eYeQW. AURXQd 1910,
Whe PaiQ UefeUeQce V\VWePV Rf VRcial SUacWice iQ EXURSe diViQWegUaWed
aQd eYeQ cRllaSVed. WhaW had VeePed eVWabliVhed fRU gRRd dXUiQg
Whe belle ppoqXe Rf Whe bRXUgeRiVie caPe WR aQ eQd: iQ SaUWicXlaU,
VSace aQd WiPe, WheiU UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ aQd UealiW\ iQdiVVRciabl\ liQked.
IQ VcieQWiɹc kQRZledge, Whe Rld EXclideaQ aQd NeZWRQiaQ VSace
gaYe Za\ WR EiQVWeiQiaQ UelaWiYiW\. BXW aW Whe VaPe WiPe, aV iV
eYideQW fURP Whe SaiQWiQg Rf Whe SeUiRd ² Cp]aQQe ɹUVW Rf all, WheQ
aQal\Wical CXbiVP ² SeUceSWible VSace aQd SeUVSecWiYe diViQWegUaWed.
The liQe Rf hRUi]RQ, RSWical PeeWiQg-SRiQW Rf SaUallel liQeV,
diVaSSeaUed fURP SaiQWiQgV. The ga]e Rf Whe SaiQWeU aQd Whe
VSecWaWRU VkiUWV aURXQd RbjecWV, ciUcleV abRXW WheP, caWcheV Whe



YaUiRXV aVSecWV Rf Whe RbjecW ViPXlWaQeRXVl\, UaWheU WhaQ SeUceiYiQg
iW fURP VRPe SUiYileged aQgle, be iW a SaUWicXlaU Vide Rf Whe RbjecW, RU
iWV VXUface RU faoade. AW Whe VaPe WiPe, WRQaliW\ iQ PXVic ZaV
diVVRlYed, aQd UeSlaced b\ aWRQaliW\, deɹQed QRW b\ Whe ¶dRPiQaQW²
WRQic· SaiU bXW b\ Whe eTXiYaleQce Rf all iQWeUYalV. The claVVical XQiW\
Rf PelRd\, haUPRQ\ aQd Uh\WhP iQ WRQaliW\ diViQWegUaWed. AW Whe
VaPe WiPe, WRR, all cRheUeQW, deYelRSed V\VWePV bURke XS:
ShilRVRSh\, Whe ciW\ (Whe hiVWRUical WRZQ), Whe faPil\ aQd Whe ɹgXUe
Rf Whe FaWheU, hiVWRU\ iWVelf. TUXWh fell iQWR diVUeSXWe. The cUiViV
begaQ ZiWh UefeUeQce V\VWePV, WhaW iV WR Va\, YalXeV aQd QRUPV.
Bi]aUUel\, Whe FiUVW WRUld WaU ZRXld VRRQ fRUeVhadRZ Whe eQd Rf
EXURceQWUiVP. SileQW caWaVWURShe SUeSaUed a QRiV\ caWaVWURShe: Whe
VafegXaUdV had YaQiVhed.

WhaW becaPe Rf dail\ life iQ WhiV XQiTXe PXWaWiRQ, Zhich ZaV QRW
e[SeUieQced RU liYed aV VXch, aQd ZeQW XQUePaUked b\ WhRVe
acTXaiQWed ZiWh iW (VRPe Rf Whe PRVW lXcid Rf ZhRP ZRXld laWeU
deVcUibe iW ² fRU e[aPSle, ThRPaV MaQQ, RRbeUW MXVil, HeUPaQQ
HeVVe)? Dail\ life ZaV cRQVRlidaWed aV Whe ViWe ZheUe Whe Rld UealiW\
aQd Whe Rld UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV ZeUe SUeVeUYed, beUefW Rf UefeUeQce
SRiQWV bXW VXUYiYiQg iQ SUacWice. ¶OQe· cRQWiQXed WR liYe iQ EXclideaQ
aQd NeZWRQiaQ VSace, Zhile kQRZledge PRYed iQ Whe VSace Rf
UelaWiYiW\. CRPSaUaWiYel\ VWUaighWfRUZaUd, EXclideaQ aQd NeZWRQiaQ
VSace VWill VeePed abVRlXWe aQd iQWelligible becaXVe iW ZaV
hRPRgeQeRXV aQd had QRWhiQg WR dR ZiWh WiPe. AV fRU WiPe, iW
UePaiQed clRck-WiPe, aQd ZaV iWVelf hRPRgeQeRXV. PeRSle ZeQW RQ
ViQgiQg WRQal PelRdieV, ZiWh cleaU Uh\WhPV aQd haUPRQic
accRPSaQiPeQW. The\ SeUViVWed ZiWh habiWXal SeUceSWiRQV aQd
WUadiWiRQal UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV, Zhich ZeUe eUecWed iQWR eWeUQal YeUiWieV
ZheQ iQ facW Whe\ deUiYed fURP hiVWRU\, aQd had alUead\ beeQ
VXSeUVeded iQ VcieQWiɹc kQRZledge. Dail\ life ZaV ceUWaiQl\ QRW
iPPXWable; eYeQ PRdeUQiW\ ZaV gRiQg WR alWeU iW. YeW iW ZaV aɽUPed
aV a ViWe Rf cRQWiQXiW\, e[ePSW fURP Whe cXUiRXV cXlWXUal UeYRlXWiRQ
WhaW VeW iQ WUaiQ Whe cRllaSVe Rf EXURSeaQ YalXeV cRQVWiWXWed b\ Whe
lRgRV, acWiYe UaWiRQaliW\, libeUal hXPaQiVP, ShilRVRSh\, aQd claVVical
aUW. HeQcefRUWh, WhRXghW aQd dail\ life, aQd WhXV WheRU\ aQd SUacWice,



SaUWed cRPSaQ\, WakiQg diʃeUeQW aQd diYeUgeQW SaWhV: aXdaciW\ RQ
RQe Vide, caXWiRQ RQ Whe RWheU.

FURP WhiV XSheaYal ePeUged Whe WhUee ¶YalXeV· WhaW ZeUe WR Pake
XS PRdeUQiW\: WechQiTXe, labRXU aQd laQgXage. The cRPSRQeQWV Rf
WhiV WUiad ZRXld PeeW ZiWh diʃeUeQW faWeV aQd fRllRZ diVWiQcW
WUajecWRUieV. TechQiTXe ZaV gUadXall\ WR becRPe lRUd aQd PaVWeU;
like PRQe\ aQd cRPPRdiWieV XQdeU caSiWaliVP, iW ZRXld Wake RQ aQ
aXWRQRPRXV UealiW\, eVcaSiQg Whe gUaVS Rf WhRXghW, VRcieW\, aQd eYeQ
Whe VWaWe. IW ZRXld VSUead aV geQeUal SRZeU, ViPXlWaQeRXVl\ SRViWiYe
aQd QegaWiYe, WUaQVfRUPiQg UealiW\ aQd \eW leWhal (WhiV iQclXdeV
QXcleaU WechQRlRg\). AV fRU labRXU, iW ZRXld becRPe Whe UiYal Rf
WechQiTXe, SUiYilege aQd VXSUePe YalXe XQdeU ¶VRcialiVP· aW Whe YeU\
PRPeQW ZheQ WechQRlRg\ ZaV diVcUediWiQg iW, becaXVe iW SURPiVed ²
aQd dRXbWleVV eQabled ² Whe UeSlacePeQW Rf labRXU. DiVcRXUVe?
LaQgXage? The\ ZeUe WR VXSSl\ higheU YalXeV ² Rf VWaQd-iQ aQd
VXbVWiWXWiRQ ² iQ WeVWeUQ VRcieWieV. HeQce Whe UiVe Rf liQgXiVWicV aQd
VePaQWicV, Whe iQcUedible abXVe Rf laQgXage gaPeV (fURP cURVVZRUdV
WR SXQV aQd TV gaPeV), aV Zell aV diVcXUViYe eʃecWV. IQ Whe WeVW,
aQd fRU Whe WeVW, diVcRXUVe ZaV QR lRQgeU a PeaQV Rf
cRPPXQicaWiRQ iQ Whe WZeQWieWh ceQWXU\, a geQeUic aQd geQeUal WRRl
Rf cRQVciRXVQeVV, bXW Whe Za\ iQ Zhich ¶PaQ· ZaV iQVWalled iQ Whe
ZRUld, aQd heQce hiV UelaWiRQ WR Whe ZRUld. The eVVeQce WhaW had
beeQ abRliVhed Ue-ePeUged iQ Whe Slace aVVigQed WR diVcRXUVe. A
SaUWicXlaU diVcRXUVe iV ¶Yalid· iQ aQd fRU iWVelf, ZiWhRXW UefeUeQce WR
aQ\ RWheU V\VWeP WhaQ iWVelf. IWV aSRlRgiVWV PaiQWaiQ WhaW iW iV
VXɽcieQW WR Whe e[WeQW WhaW iW iV QeceVVaU\: iW cRheUeV aV a fXQcWiRQ
QRW Rf VRPe WUXWh RU e[WeUQal UealiW\, bXW Rf iWV RZQ cRheUeQce.
MeaQZhile, RSSRQeQWV Rf WhiV feWiVhi]aWiRQ Rf diVcRXUVe, aQd iWV
XQcRQdiWiRQal YalRUi]aWiRQ, PaliciRXVl\ RbVeUYe WhaW iW iQYRlYeV Whe
PXUdeU Rf laQgXage; laQgXage iV diVVRlYed alRQg ZiWh ZhaW
cRQfeUUed PeaQiQg RQ iW ² WhaW iV WR Va\, UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV Rf Whe WUXe
aQd Whe Ueal. ¶OQe· ² Whe iPSeUVRQal VSeakeU, QRZ deWached fURP Whe
¶VXbjecW· ² Va\V aQ\WhiQg, Zhich iV SaVVed RQ WR hiP Yia Whe ¶one·.
The XQdeUl\iQg, UaUel\ VWaWed SURjecW ² ¶Sa\ eYeU\WhiQg! VRice ZhaW
UePaiQV XQVaid iQ ZhaW iV Vaid! AchieYe XQiQWeUUXSWed VSeech!· ²
UeVXlWV QRW iQ VSeech WhaW cRPPXQicaWeV, bXW iQ Whe diVVRlXWiRQ Rf



VSeakiQg aQd ZUiWiQg alike, b\ UeleaViQg XQiQhibiWed VigQiɹcaWiRQ,
iWVelf VeSaUaWed fURP e[SUeVViRQ. MeaQiQg lieV d\iQg. RheWRUic iV
XQleaVhed. FUeed fURP all WieV, VigQiɹeUV Wake ɻighW. ThRXghW
diVaSSeaUV aW Whe YeU\ PRPeQW WhiQkeUV belieYe Whe\ aUe WhiQkiQg
fUeel\.

We caQQRW gR iQWR Whe cRQceSW Rf PRdeUQiW\ aQd iWV cUiWiTXe iQ
VXɽcieQW deSWh heUe WR VeWWle VRPe UaWheU VeUiRXV TXeVWiRQV. HRZ
VhRXld Ze aVVeVV ZhaW iV called PRdeUQ aUW, iQ iWV fXll UaQge aQd
diYeUViW\ ² SaiQWiQg, Whe QRYeliVWic liWeUaWXUe RfWeQ UegaUded aV
eVVeQWial, bXW alVR PXVic, aUchiWecWXUe aQd VcXlSWXUe ² QRW fRUgeWWiQg
SReWU\? AQd ɹUVW Rf all, hRZ iV iW WR be ViWXaWed? FRU LXkicV,
PRdeUQiW\ aQd iWV idRlaWU\ accRPSaQied Whe decliQe Rf Whe
bRXUgeRiVie, iWV deca\ aV a claVV WhaW ZaV RQce iQ Whe aVceQdaQW aQd
VXɽcieQWl\ bRld WR eQYiVage Whe XQiYeUVali]aWiRQ Rf iWV cRQceSWV,
YalXeV aQd QRUPV. AfWeU GReWhe aQd Bal]ac, cUeaWiYe SRWeQWial
ZiWhiQ Whe fUaPeZRUk Rf bRXUgeRiV VRcieW\ diPiQiVhed, WheQ
diVaSSeaUed. FRU Whe MaU[iVW WheRUeWiciaQ, Whe ZRUkV Rf Whe decliQe
beaU iWV VWaPS. AQ iQcUeaViQgl\ VRShiVWicaWed WechQRlRg\ dReV QRW
SUeYeQW aUW ZRUkV RU SURdXcWV beiQg Rf QR iQWeUeVW, eVSeciall\ ZheQ
Whe\ claiP WR be ¶iQWeUeVWiQg·, aQd WheiU RQl\ ¶iQWeUeVW· iV cRPPeUcial.
LeW XV cXW VhRUW RXU eYRcaWiRQ Rf WhiV iQdicWPeQW. B\ cRQWUaVW, fRU
aQRWheU UeQRZQed MaU[iVW WheRUeWiciaQ, AdRUQR, PRdeUQ aUW
SRVVeVVeV aeVWheWic VigQiɹcaQce aQd Ueal YalXe. CeUWaiQl\, fRU
AdRUQR, PRdeUQ aUW ZRUkV dR QRW aUiVe RXWVide Rf WheiU cRQWe[W, aQd
caQQRW be cRPSaUed ZiWh WhRVe Rf Whe ReQaiVVaQce. The\
QeYeUWheleVV VecUeWe a SURfRXQd PeaQiQg: Whe\ aUe Whe QegaWiYe
PRPeQWV Rf WheiU age, PaUkiQg RXW Whe WUaQVfRUPaWiRQV Rf VRcieW\
aQd Whe ZRUld. WRUkV Rf ¶cRQVWUXcWiYe decRQVWUXcWiRQ·, Whe\ RʃeU, if
QRW Whe TUXWh, WheQ aW leaVW WUXWhV abRXW Whe XQfRldiQg SURceVV. The\
UeQdeU iW iQWelligible, SUeciVel\ b\ YiUWXe Rf WhRVe feaWXUeV Zhich, fRU
VecWaUiaQ cUiWiciVP, W\Sif\ decadeQce: Whe V\VWePaWic XVe Rf XgliQeVV
(fURP BaXdelaiUe WR BeckeWW), aQd iWV WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ iQWR fRUPal
VSleQdRXU WhURXgh aSSURSUiaWe WechQiTXeV; Whe abVeQce Rf cRQWeQW
aQd PeaQiQg, aSSUR[iPaWiQg WR ePSWiQeVV aQd QRWhiQgQeVV, bXW RQl\
WR VkiP WheP (¶·TZaV bUillig, aQd Whe VliWh\ WRYeV/Did g\Ue aQd



giPble iQ Whe Zabe·); RU Whe XVe aQd abXVe Rf iPageU\ aQd diVcRXUVe
iQ SXUUealiVP, iQ Whe UeWXUQ WR UheWRUic, aQd VR RQ.

The debaWe beWZeeQ WheVe WZR iQWeUSUeWaWiRQV Rf PRdeUQiW\ Zill
UePaiQ iQcRQclXViYe. IW deSeQdV iQ SaUW RQ Whe Slace allRWWed Whe
QegaWiYe iQ dialecWical acWiYiW\. NeiWheU MaU[ QRU EQgelV, aQd VWill
leVV LeQiQ, acceQWXaWeV Whe QegaWiYe. NR dRXbW Hegel ZeQW fXUWheU
WhaQ Whe dialecWiciaQV ZhR VXcceeded hiP iQ VWUeVViQg Whe SURfRXQd
¶labRXU Rf Whe QegaWiYe·. If \RX belieYe WhaW Whe QegaWiYe cRQViVWV
VRlel\ iQ Whe RWheU, UeYeUVe Vide Rf Whe SRViWiYe; aQd, cRQVeTXeQWl\,
WhaW iW cUeaWeV QRWhiQg, ViQce iW caQ RQl\ diVVRlYe aQd decRPSRVe Whe
SRViWiYe WR cUeaWe VSace fRU ZhaW iV WR cRPe, WheQ LXkicV·V
SeUePSWRU\ cUiWiTXe Rf PRdeUQiW\ aQd PRdeUQ aUW fRllRZV. If, RQ Whe
RWheU haQd, \RX acceSW WhaW Whe QegaWiYe PRPeQW cUeaWeV VRPeWhiQg
QeZ, WhaW iW VXPPRQV aQd deYelRSV iWV VeedV b\ diVVRlYiQg ZhaW
e[iVWV, WheQ \RX Zill adRSW AdRUQR·V SRViWiRQ¬«

TRda\, WhiV XQUeVRlYed cRQWURYeUV\ iV UecediQg ZiWh PRdeUQiW\
iWVelf. MRdeUQiW\ aSSeaUV aV aQ ideRlRg\ ² WhaW iV WR Va\, a VeUieV Rf
PRUe RU leVV deYelRSed UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV WhaW cRQcealed a SUacWice.
MRdeUQiW\ ZaV SURPiViQg. WhaW did iW SURPiVe? HaSSiQeVV, Whe
VaWiVfacWiRQ Rf all QeedV. ThiV promesse de bonheXr ² QR lRQgeU
WhURXgh beaXW\, bXW b\ WechQical PeaQV ² ZaV WR be Ueali]ed iQ dail\
life. IQ facW, Whe ideRlRg\ Rf PRdeUQiW\ abRYe all PaVked dail\ life aV
Whe ViWe Rf cRQWiQXiW\, b\ ɻRaWiQg Whe illXViRQ Rf a UXSWXUe ZiWh Whe
SUeYiRXV eSRch. NRZ WhaW WhiV illXViRQ haV beeQ diVSelled aQd
PRdeUQiW\ diVPiVVed, diVcXVViRQV abRXW iWV eVVeQce aQd VigQiɹcaQce
haYe lRVW VRPe Rf WheiU iQWeUeVW. WhaW VXUYiYeV Rf WhiV SeUiRd iV Whe
geQeUal Vlide fURP a cRQcUeWeQeVV deUiYed fURP QaWXUe WRZaUdV Whe
abVWUacW²cRQcUeWe aV Whe PRde Rf VRcial e[iVWeQce, VRPeWhiQg WhaW
e[WeQdV WR ZRUkV Rf aUW. The SUedRPiQaQce Rf abVWUacWiRQ iQ aUW gReV
WRgeWheU ZiWh Whe e[WeQViRQ Rf Whe ZRUld Rf cRPPRdiWieV aQd Rf Whe
cRPPRdiW\ aV ZRUld, aV Zell aV Whe XQliPiWed SRZeU Rf PRQe\ aQd
caSiWal, Zhich aUe ViPXlWaQeRXVl\ highl\ abVWUacW aQd e[WUePel\
cRQcUeWe. The aUW ZRUk WhXV UeQRXQceV iWV SUeYiRXV VWaWXV: SUR[iPiW\
WR, aQd eYeQ iPiWaWiRQ Rf, QaWXUe. IW iV deWached aQd UeleaVed fURP
QaWXUaliVP. ThiV likeZiVe gReV WRgeWheU ZiWh Whe VhRUW-liYed WUiXPSh



Rf Whe PRVW abVWUacW VigQV ² fRU e[aPSle, baQkiQg aQd PRQeWaU\
dXPP\ eQWUieV ² RYeU ZhaW UePaiQV Rf cRQcUeWe UefeUeQce V\VWePV.

The cUiViV haV bURXghW abRXW Whe VeSaUaWiRQ Rf PRdeUQiW\ aQd
PRdeUQiVP. If Whe caUeeU Rf PRdeUQiW\ aV ideRlRg\ iV RYeU,
PRdeUQiVP aV WechQRlRgical SUacWice iV PRUe WhaQ eYeU ZiWh XV. FRU
Whe WiPe beiQg, iW haV WakeQ RYeU fURP PRdeUQiVP aV UegaUdV a
SRVVible Ueal WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ Rf dail\ life. IQ VhRUW, PRdeUQiW\ aV
ideRlRg\ QRZ aSSeaUV aV aQ eSiVRde iQ Whe deYelRSPeQW aQd
Ueali]aWiRQ Rf Whe caSiWaliVW PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ. IQ cRQWUadicWRU\
faVhiRQ, WhiV ideRlRg\ SURYRked iWV RZQ VSeciɹc RSSRViWiRQ: Whe
heedleVV SURPiVe Rf QRYelW\ ² iPPediaWel\ aQd aW aQ\ SUice ² haV
geQeUaWed a UeWXUQ WR Whe aUchaeR aQd Whe UeWUR, Whe RSWiPiVP Rf
PRdeUQiW\ becRPiQg WiQged ZiWh QihiliVP. FURP WhiV gUeaW cRQfXViRQ
ePeUgeV PRdeUQiVP: a cleaU ɹeld fRU Whe deSlR\PeQW Rf WechQRlRg\
aQd Whe SURclaPaWiRQ Rf Whe eQd Rf ideRlRgieV (Whe ideRlRg\ Rf Whe
eQd Rf ideRlRg\), aQd \eW Whe adYeQW Rf QeZ P\WhV WR Zhich Ze Vhall
haYe WR UeWXUQ, VXch aV Whe P\Wh Rf WUaQVSaUeQc\ iQ VRcieW\, Whe VWaWe
aQd SRliWical acWiRQ.

HRZ caQ Ze aYRid Whe cRQclXViRQ WhaW Whe alWeUQaWiYe ² PRdeUQiW\
RU SRVWPRdeUQiW\ ² iV falVe? PRVed iQ WhiV Za\, Whe TXeVWiRQ aYRidV
Whe PaiQ WhiQg: WechQRlRgical PRdeUQiVP, iWV iPSRUW, iWV caSaciW\ fRU
iQWeUYeQWiRQ iQ dail\ life; aQd Whe UelaWed SURbleP, Zhich iV
ViPXlWaQeRXVl\ WheRUeWical aQd SRliWical, Rf cRQWURlliQg WechQRlRg\.
MeaQZhile, dail\ life gReV RQ.

2 Constants

ThiV UefeUV WR SURSeUW\, Whe faPil\, PRUaliW\, aQd VR RQ. We haUdl\
Qeed UePiQd RXUVelYeV WhaW bXW a VhRUW Zhile agR Whe faPil\ VeePed
YeU\ fUagile, UedXced WR Whe cRXSle, Zhich ZaV iWVelf SURYiViRQal, iWV
XQVSeciɹed PiVViRQ eQdiQg ZiWh Whe iQcUeaViQgl\ eaUl\ deSaUWXUe Rf
childUeQ, aQd VR fRUWh. BXW QRZ Ze aUe ZiWQeVViQg a cRQVRlidaWiRQ Rf
Whe faPil\ ² QRW WhaW WhiV PeaQV a UeYiYal Rf Whe e[WeQded faPil\, Whe
laUge gURXS Rf blRRd UelaWiRQV aQd cRllaWeUalV. We Vhall UeWXUQ WR WhiV
WhePe. The faPil\ iV aɽUPed QRW RQl\ aV a PicUR-ceQWUe Rf



cRQVXPSWiRQ aQd RccXSaWiRQ Rf a VPall lRcal VSace (a Slace), bXW aV
aQ aʃecWiYe gURXS UeiQfRUced b\ a VeQVe Rf VRlidaUiW\, Whe PRUal
cRPSlePeQW Rf VRcial VecXUiW\. ThiV e[WeQdV WR a fUacWiRQ Rf SaUeQWal
eldeUV, ZiWhRXW a cleaU diVWiQcWiRQ beWZeeQ iWV WZR cRPSRQeQWV
(blRRd UelaWiRQV aQd cRllaWeUalV). Will iW laVW? The iQcUeaViQg
iPSRUWaQce Rf Whe RSSRViWiRQ ¶iQVecXUiW\²Qeed fRU VecXUiW\· VXggeVWV
WhaW Whe decliQe Rf a gURXSiQg UeiQfRUced iQ dail\ life Zill RccXU RQl\
gUadXall\, if aW all. Added WR WhiV iV ¶hRPe RZQeUVhiS·, a PaVV
SheQRPeQRQ e[WeQdiQg WR Whe ZRUkiQg claVV, aQd Whe UeVXlW Rf a
VWUaWeg\ lRQg SlaQQed ZiWhiQ Whe fUaPeZRUk Rf Whe PRde Rf
SURdXcWiRQ. IW iV VXɽcieQW WR iQdicaWe WhiV cRPPRQSlace iQ SaVViQg.

CRQVeUYaWiVP iQ dail\ life cRQWUaVWV QRW RQl\ ZiWh UeYRlXWiRQ iQ
aQd WhURXgh dail\ life ² a SURjecW WhaW failed, leadiQg WR WeUURUiVP,
h\SeUcUiWiciVP aQd QihiliVP. IW haV caXVeV RWheU WhaQ WhRVe alUead\
PeQWiRQed ² fRU e[aPSle, Whe UefeUeQce SRiQWV WhaW VXUYiYed Whe
cRllaSVe Rf Whe Rld V\VWePV. IW alVR haV VRPe YeU\ VWURQg VRcial baVeV,
VXch aV Whe SURfeVViRQV aQd Whe cRUSRUaWiVW PeQWaliW\, RZQeUVhiS aQd
heUiWage iQ Whe WUadiWiRQal VeQVe Rf Whe WeUPV. FiQall\, aQd abRYe all,
a diVWaQW bXW deciViYe PRWiYe iV Whe Zell-kQRZQ facW WhaW ¶VRcialiVP·
aV Ze kQRZ iW UeQdeUV dail\ life iPSRVVible aQd XQliYeable.
¶SRcialiVP· VeePV WR haYe aVVigQed iWVelf RWheU gRalV aQd RbjecWiYeV ²
fRU e[aPSle, Whe bRXQdleVV gURZWh Rf Whe SURdXcWiYe fRUceV, RU Whe
UeiQfRUcePeQW Rf Whe VWaWe aQd iWV VWUaWegic SRZeU. While iW iV RQl\
WRR WUXe WhaW caSiWaliVP leadV WR Whe VRliWXde Rf Whe iQdiYidXal RU Whe
faPil\ gURXS iQ dail\ life ² Yia Whe ¶cRWWage·, Whe caU, Whe WeleShRQe
aQd WeleYiViRQ, aQd WRPRUURZ, QR dRXbW, Whe hRPe WeUPiQal aQd
PicURSURceVVRUV ² VRcialiVP RbWaiQV Whe VaPe UeVXlW b\ diʃeUeQW
URXWeV: geQeUal PiVWUXVW aQd VXVSiciRQ, Whe SUeVVXUe Rf VWaWe ideRlRg\
aQd iQWeUQali]ed UeSUeVViRQ, Whe eWhicV aQd aeVWheWicV Rf Whe SVeXdR-
cRllecWiYiW\ decUeed b\ Whe VWaWe. WhaWeYeU SRliWical cRQclXViRQ iV WR
be dUaZQ fURP WhiV, iW PXVW be UegiVWeUed WhaW iQ PRlaQd iQ 1980
ZRUkeUV aQd Whe SeRSle iQ WheiU eQWiUeW\ VRXghW WR Wake back cRQWURl
Rf WheiU eYeU\da\ life. The VWaWe ZiVhed WR adPiQiVWeU dail\ life, bXW,
WR Va\ Whe YeU\ leaVW, did QRW VXcceed iQ iWV aiP. The QeZ
RUgaQi]aWiRQ aURVe RXW Rf WhiV failXUe. IW declaUeV iWVelf Velf-PaQagiQg
aW Whe leYel Rf dail\ life; aQd iV iQWeQW RQ beiQg VXch. AccRUdiQg WR



Whe PRVW cleaU-VighWed PRleV, ¶SRlidaUiW\· iV QeiWheU WheRlRg\ QRU
SRliWicV iQ Whe XVXal VeQVe: iW iV ¶RUdiQaU\ life· ePeUgiQg iQWR Whe
da\lighW, PakiQg dePaQdV, calliQg fRU helS ² VRPeWiPeV
iQcaXWiRXVl\, fRU iW iV RQ Whe bUiQk Rf deVSaiU. HeUe, Whe lefW cUiWiTXe
Rf Whe VWaWe iV clRVel\ akiQ WR Whe cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life: VRPeWhiQg
Ze kQeZ alUead\.

ThaW iV hRZ WhiV VRcieW\ ViQkV iQWR iWV ¶cUiViV·. AW Whe YeU\ PRPeQW
ZheQ ideRlRg\, SURclaiPiQg Whe eQd Rf ideRlRg\, heUaldV Whe adYeQW
Rf Whe QeZ, Whe RldeU, Whe aUchaeR, UeVXUfaceV. TR WheVe ² PRUe RU
leVV Yeiled ² ecRQRPic, VRcial aQd SRliWical cRQWUadicWiRQV, VRcieW\
addV cRQWUadicWiRQV beWZeeQ iWV QRUPV aQd YalXeV. The PalaiVe Rf
ciYili]aWiRQ UiVkV becRPiQg iQWRleUable ² QRW VR PXch fRU Whe eliWe aV
iQ dail\ life. NeZ geQeUaWiRQV aUe alUead\ WRUQ beWZeeQ Whe dePaQd
fRU VaWiVfacWiRQ aQd diVgXVW ZiWh WhRVe ZhR aUe VaWiVɹed; beWZeeQ aQ
e[SecWaWiRQ Rf XQiPagiQed haSSiQeVV aQd a VWURQg VeQVe Rf beiQg
deceiYed, SURPSWiQg WheP WR RXWUighW UejecWiRQ. RejecWiRQ Rf ZhaW?
Of ZhaW iV RʃeUed b\ Za\ Rf eiWheU WUadiWiRQV RU SURjecWV Rf
UeQRYaWiRQ. PeRSle UejecW bRWh UeSUeVViYe PRUaliW\ aQd aQ\ PRUaliW\
adYRcaWiQg VacUiɹce, ZheWheU iQ Whe QaPe Rf UeligiRQ RU Rf VRPe
fXWXUe UeYRlXWiRQ; bRWh Whe ZRUk eWhic aQd WhaW Rf iQWeUeVW SURSeUl\
XQdeUVWRRd; bRWh Whe YalXeV Rf alWUXiVP aQd WhRVe Rf calcXlaWed
egRWiVP. SRPeWiPeV SeRSle UeWUeaW iQWR YRlXQWaUiVP iQ Whe QaPe Rf
cRQVWUXcWiYe acWiRQ, WheUeb\ UXQQiQg Whe UiVk Rf beiQg ɻaWWeQed iQ
dail\ life. ThiV aPRXQWV WR a failXUe WR UeVSRQd WR Whe PRVW XUgeQW
dePaQdV. A deViUe fRU XQifRUPiW\ aQd cRQfRUPiVP WheQ PRXQWV like
a ZaYe, RʃeUiQg a gliPSVe Rf Whe SRVVibiliW\ WhaW RQe da\ eYeU\WhiQg
² SeRSle aQd WhiQgV ² cRXld ViQk iQWR iQdiʃeUeQce aQd geQeUal
eTXiYaleQce. UQleVV, WhaW iV, a QeZ ZaYe Rf UefXVal aQd SURWeVW
aUiVeV.

3 The World of Commodities

We aUe RQl\ WRR cRQVciRXV Rf Whe facW WhaW Whe ZRUld aV cXUUeQWl\
eVWabliVhed iV QRW Whe SURdXcW Rf UeYRlXWiRQ. US XQWil Whe Piddle Rf
Whe ceQWXU\, iW ZaV hRSed WhaW Whe ZRUkeUV· PRYePeQW ZRXld



libeUaWe all Whe SeRSleV Rf Whe ZRUld fURP Whe caSiWaliVW aQd
iPSeUialiVW \Rke, WhXV Ueali]iQg ¶hXPaQiW\· RQ a glRbal Vcale. BXW iQ
WheiU SUeVeQW fRUP Whe ZRUld aQd SlaQeW deUiYe, iQ Whe ɹUVW iQVWaQce,
fURP Whe e[WeQViRQ Rf Whe PaUkeW aQd cRPPRdiWieV WR Whe eQWiUe
eaUWh, iQ aQ XQeYeQ SURceVV WhaW haV QeYeUWheleVV VZeSW aVide all
UeViVWaQce. ThiV dReV QRW PeaQ WhaW SRSXlaU libeUaWiRQ PRYePeQWV
haYe diVaSSeaUed ² faU fURP iW. BXW Whe ZRUld PaUkeW e[iVWV; aQd iW
e[eUWV YeU\ VWURQg SUeVVXUe RQ all cRXQWUieV.

SR ZhaW iV WhiV cRPPRdiW\ Zhich deɹQeV Whe PaUkeW, aQd haV QRZ
cRQTXeUed Whe glRbe RU, PRUe SUeciVel\, geQeUaWed Whe glRbal? The
WheRU\ Rf Whe cRPPRdiW\ iV faU fURP haYiQg beeQ elXcidaWed, VWill
leVV XQiYeUVall\ acceSWed. AV SRSXlaUi]ed iQ cXUUeQW iQWeUSUeWaWiRQV
Rf MaU[iVP, WhiV WheRU\ deɹQeV Whe SURdXcW aV aQ RbjecW, iQWeQded
fRU e[chaQge, Zhich cRQWaiQV RU cU\VWalli]eV a gUeaWeU RU leVVeU VhaUe
Rf aYeUage VRcial labRXU, iQ cRQdiWiRQV Rf aYeUage SURdXcWiYiW\ iQ Whe
VRcieW\ iQ TXeVWiRQ. ThiV deWeUPiQeV iWV e[chaQge-YalXe iQ cXUUeQc\
(PRQe\). TheUe iV QR Qeed WR TXeU\ WhiV WheViV heUe b\ cRPSaUiQg iW
ZiWh RWheU WheRUeWical V\VWePV VXch aV PaUgiQaliVP, aQd VR RQ. IW
Zill VXɽce WR UegiVWeU WhaW iW dReV QRW geW XV faU: Zhile iW PakeV iW
SRVVible WR XQdeUVWaQd Whe ecRQRPic aQd VRcial VWaWXV Rf Whe
SURdXcW, iW dReV QRW eQable XV WR XQdeUVWaQd Whe SlaQeWaU\ e[WeQViRQ
Rf Whe PaUkeW aQd Whe fRUPaWiRQ Rf Whe ZRUld PaUkeW.

LXkicV aQd YaUiRXV RWheUV WRRk Whe aQal\ViV fXUWheU b\ VhRZiQg
WhaW, aV a cRPPRdiW\, Whe RbjecW SURdXced ViPXlWaQeRXVl\ cRQWaiQV
aQd cRQcealV Whe VRcial UelaWiRQV WhaW Pade iWV SURdXcWiRQ SRVVible.
AV a UeVXlW, Whe cRPPRdiW\-feWiVh, accRPSaQied b\ iWV ideRlRg\
(feWiVhiVP iQ geQeUal, Zhich WakeV Whe SURdXcWV deUiYed fURP hXPaQ
acWiYiW\ fRU UealiWieV iQ WhePVelYeV), eQdV XS SeUPeaWiQg VRcial
SUacWice iQ Whe caSiWaliVW PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ.

ThiV WheRU\ iQYRlYeV Whe ShilRVRShical cRQceSW Rf alieQaWiRQ
Zhich, iQ liQe ZiWh MaU[·V RZQ WhiQkiQg, iW e[WeQdV WR Whe ecRQRPic.
The WheViV Rf alieQaWiRQ becRPeV WhaW Rf UeiɹcaWiRQ. BXW WhiV WheRU\
iV alVR Wied XS ZiWh YaUiRXV iPSliciW RU e[SliciW WheVeV Rf MaU[ aQd
MaU[iVWV aV WR Whe fUagiliW\ Rf caSiWaliVP. CaSiWaliVP iV VXSSRVedl\
held WRgeWheU RQl\ b\ Whe VXSeUVWUXcWXUal ediɹce, ZhRVe QRQ-
cRUUeVSRQdeQce ZiWh Whe UelaWiRQV aQd fRUceV Rf SURdXcWiRQ iV



iQcUeaViQgl\ PaUked. CaSiWal beQeɹWV fURP Whe facW WhaW Whe UelaWiRQV
Rf SURdXcWiRQ aUe cRQcealed aW Whe VWage Rf SURdXcWiYe acWiYiW\ Xnder
² RU, UaWheU, in ² SURdXcWV iQWeQded fRU e[chaQge. AccRUdiQg WR WhiV
SeUVSecWiYe, WhiV dReV QRW UeQdeU Whe iQVWiWXWiRQal aQd ideRlRgical
VXSeUVWUXcWXUeV eUecWed XSRQ a fUagile aQd alUead\ falWeUiQg baVe
PRUe URbXVW. CUiVeV, ZaUV aQd UeYRlXWiRQV Zill VRRQ caUU\ Rʃ WhiV
PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ. OQe gRRd VhRYe b\ Whe ZRUkiQg claVV ² aQd Whe
ediɹce Zill cRllaSVe!

NRZ, WhiV dReV QRW cRUUeVSRQd WR ZhaW haV acWXall\ WUaQVSiUed iQ
Whe WZeQWieWh ceQWXU\ ² WhaW iV WR Va\ Whe VRlidiW\ aQd ɻe[ibiliW\ Rf
caSiWaliVP, aQd Whe Vkill Rf iWV leadeUV ² fRU Zhich Ze Qeed a
WheRUeWical e[SlaQaWiRQ. WhaW accRXQWV fRU Whe YigRXU Rf caSiWaliVP?
The eQdXUiQg VWUeQgWh Rf Whe VWaWeV cRQVWUXcWed b\ Whe bRXUgeRiVie?
The gURZWh aQd WechQRlRgical SURgUeVV iQ Zhich Whe caSiWaliVW
cRXQWUieV haYe held Whe iQiWiaWiYe? FiQall\, aQd abRYe all, hRZ dR Ze
e[SlaiQ Whe fRUPaWiRQ Rf Whe ZRUld PaUkeW aQd iWV SRZeU?

The WheRU\ Rf Whe cRPPRdiW\ aQd Rf feWiVhiVP dReV QRW accRXQW
fRU WhaW PaUkeW, Rf Zhich Ze ɹQd RQl\ aQ iQcRPSleWe VWXd\ iQ MaU[
² RQe WhaW iV UeVWUicWed WR Whe ZRUld PaUkeW SUiRU WR iQdXVWUial
caSiWaliVP, VWUeWchiQg hiVWRUicall\ fURP Whe Vi[WeeQWh WR Whe
eighWeeQWh ceQWXU\. IQ iWV e[WUePe cRPSle[iW\ (ɻRZV aQd cXUUeQWV),
aQd e[WUePe diYeUViW\ (caSiWal PaUkeWV, UaZ PaWeUial aQd eQeUg\
PaUkeWV, labRXU aQd WechQRlRg\ PaUkeWV, PaUkeWV iQ ɹQiVhed gRRdV
aQd cRQVXPeU dXUableV, aUW PaUkeWV, PaUkeWV iQ V\PbRlV aQd VigQV,
iQ iQfRUPaWiRQ, eWc. eWc.), Whe cXUUeQW ZRUld PaUkeW UeTXiUeV a
diʃeUeQW aQal\ViV fURP RQe WhaW VWaUWV RXW fURP cRPPRdiWieV aQd
e[chaQge. OWheUZiVe, Whe ZhRle WheRU\ cRllaSVeV.

Take YaUiRXV TXaQWiWieV Rf diʃeUeQW SURdXcWV: a Rf a SURdXcW X
(liWUeV Rf ZiQe, fRU e[aPSle); b Rf a SURdXcW Y (PeWUeV Rf clRWh); c Rf
a SURdXcW Z (kilRV Rf VXgaU); aQd VR RQ. HeUe aUe WheVe gRRdV iQ fURQW
Rf Pe. I caQ XVe WheP (XVe-YalXe); WheQ Whe\ aUe QR lRQgeU
cRPPRdiWieV. FRU WheP WR be cRPPRdiWieV ² WhaW iV WR Va\, fRU WheP
WR SRVVeVV aQ e[chaQge-YalXe aQd be e[chaQgeable agaiQVW RQe
aQRWheU RU ZiWh RWheU SURdXcWV ² iW PXVW be SRVVible WR ZUiWe: aX =
bY = cZ =« The VeUieV Rf SURdXcWV WhaW haYe WhXV becRPe
e[chaQge-YalXeV iV liPiWleVV. BXW iV WheUe aQ eQd WR WhiV VeUieV, aQ



XlWiPaWe ¶gRRd·? YeV: gRld, gXaUaQWRU Rf PRQe\, Zhich iV
ViPXlWaQeRXVl\ fRXQd aW Whe eQd Rf Whe chaiQ, aQd alRQgVide each
WeUP aV PRQe\ gXaUaQWeed b\ gRld aQd deɹQed UelaWiYe WR iW. OQe
caQ WhXV ZUiWe: aX = bY = cZ =«= ω (RPega deVigQaWiQg gRld,
lRcaWed aW Whe eQd Rf Whe iQɹQiWe VeUieV). OU agaiQ: aX(ω) = bY(ω) =
cZ(ω)« FRllRZiQg MaU[, gRld iV called Whe XQiYeUVal eTXiYaleQW. IQ
e[chaQge, Whe PaWeUialiW\ Rf Whe WhiQg iV PRPeQWaUil\ eUaVed b\ iWV
fRUP [FormZechsel]. GRld UeVWRUeV PaWeUialiW\ WR Whe fRUPal. AV a
UeVXlW, cRPPRdiWieV aUe cRQVWiWXWed aV a QRQ-ɹQiWe, SeUPaQeQWl\
RSeQ, aQd \eW Zell-deɹQed V\VWeP Rf eTXiYaleQWV. The fRUP Rf Whe
cRPPRdiW\ ² Zhich iV ViPXlWaQeRXVl\ abVWUacW aQd cRQcUeWe, aQd
ZhRVe cRQWeQW iV gRRdV aQd SURdXcWV ² deWeUPiQeV WhiV V\VWeP Rf
eTXiYaleQWV. ThiV SRVeV Whe geQeUal TXeVWiRQ, Zhich Ze caQQRW deal
ZiWh heUe, Rf Whe SUacWical PRde Rf e[iVWeQce Rf VRciR-ecRQRPic
fRUPV.

AlVR WR be QRWed iV WhaW iQ Whe XQliPiWed VeUieV Rf e[chaQgeable
gRRdV (RbjecWV aQd SURdXcWV), Whree gRRdV eQjR\ a VSecial URle aQd a
haSS\ RU XQhaSS\ SUiYilege: Ve[, labRXU aQd iQfRUPaWiRQ. IQ VRPe
UeVSecWV Whe\ aSSUR[iPaWe WR gRld, iQ Whe VeQVe WhaW Whe\ aUe
XbiTXiWRXV \eW cleaUl\ ViWXaWed. TheVe acWiYiWieV, Zhich aUe
e[ceSWiRQal \eW cRQfRUP WR Whe QRUP fRU e[chaQgeable gRRdV, Whe
PaUkeW aQd cRPPRdiWieV, aUe caUUied RQ iQ dail\ life aQd RbVcXUe Whe
V\VWeP Rf eTXiYaleQWV WR Whe e[WeQW Rf cRQcealiQg iW. SiQce AQWiTXiW\,
Ve[ haV beeQ VRld aQd bRXghW: SURVWiWXWiRQ ² PaUUiage. ReceQWl\, WhiV
bXViQeVV haV eQWeUed diUecWl\ iQWR Whe ciUcXiWV Rf e[chaQge (Ve[
VhRSV, eWc.). MRUeRYeU, Ve[Xal faQWaV\ aQd iPageU\ haYe Zidel\
SeQeWUaWed Whe diVcRXUVe Rf adYeUWiViQg aQd dail\ life; Whe Ve[Xal
SheQRPeQRQ iQ iWV RZQ UighW haV WhXV becRPe Whe VXSUePe
cRPPRdiW\ ² Whe SURdXcW WhaW VellV RWheU SURdXcWV. The faWe Rf
labRXU iV Zell kQRZQ: iQ Whe PRdeUQ age, ViQce iQdXVWUiali]aWiRQ,
labRXU feaWXUeV RQ Whe PaUkeW ² WhiV ZaV QRW Whe caVe ZiWh
agUicXlWXUal, aUWiVaQal, iQWellecWXal RU VSiUiWXal acWiYiWieV, Zhich
eVcaSed Whe haUVh laZV Rf e[chaQge. The labRXU-cRPPRdiW\ iV
VSecial iQ WhaW, b\ PeaQV Rf WRRlV aQd PachiQeV, iW SURdXceV all Whe
RWheU cRPPRdiWieV (SURdXcWiYe acWiYiW\ geQeUaWiQg PRUe PaUkeW



YalXe WhaQ iW iV iWVelf ZRUWh RQ Whe PaUkeW ² aQ RbYiRXV facW
diVclRVed b\ MaU[).

The laWeVW Rf WheVe SUiYileged cRPPRdiWieV iV iQfRUPaWiRQ. IW haV
alZa\V e[iVWed, bXW RQl\ UeceQWl\ aVVXPed Whe VWaWXV Rf
e[chaQgeable SURdXcW. The YaVW c\cle aQd e[SaQViRQ Rf e[chaQge,
fURP SUiPiWiYe baUWeUiQg RQZaUdV, VeePV WR WeUPiQaWe ZiWh iW.
E[chaQge haV cRQTXeUed Whe ZRUld; RU UaWheU, VhaSed iW. AW Whe VaPe
WiPe, aQ iPPaWeUial SURdXcW haV ePeUged fURP e[chaQge WhaW iV
abVWUacW aQd cRQcUeWe iQ iWV Za\: iQfRUPaWiRQ. IV QRW iQfRUPaWiRQ
PRVW deVeUYiQg Rf Whe WiWle Rf VXSUePe cRPPRdiW\, cRPPRdiW\ Rf
cRPPRdiWieV? PURdXced, iW haV PaWeUial (WechQRlRgical) cRQdiWiRQV;
iW UeTXiUeV iQYeVWPeQW aQd RUgaQi]ed labRXU. IW haV a SURdXcWiRQ
cRVW. OQce iW iV SURdXced, iW iV bRXghW aQd VRld. BXW iW iV ZhaW PakeV
SRVVible all RWheU e[chaQgeV: all Whe ɻRZV iQ Zhich dail\ life iV
iPPeUVed. IQ a VeQVe, iW ZaV alZa\V WhXV. BXW WRda\, WhiV VWUaQge,
iPPaWeUial UealiW\ iV SURdXced iQ bURad da\lighW. IQfRUPaWiRQ aV
VXch iV aV Rld aV VRcial life, iQ Zhich iQfRUPaWiRQ haV alZa\V beeQ
WUaQVPiWWed aQd UeceiYed. SSeciɹcall\ aV a SURdXcW, iQfRUPaWiRQ iV
jXVW VWaUWiQg RXW. IQ iW, Whe lRgic Rf Whe cRPPRdiW\ ² WhaW iV WR Va\, Rf
eTXiYaleQce ² jRiQV geQeUal lRgic, lRgic WoXW coXrW, RU cRQViVWeQc\ iQ
diVcRXUVe aQd VWaWePeQWV. IQ facW ² aQd WhiV iV e[WUePel\ iPSRUWaQW ²
aV a V\VWeP Rf eTXiYaleQWV Whe cRPPRdiW\ cRPSUiVeV a lRgic; iW
deWeUPiQeV a laQgXage WhaW PRdiɹeV aQd XQiɹeV ² glRbali]eV ² Whe
laQgXageV Rf diʃeUeQW VRcieWieV. IW iV clRVel\ bRXQd XS ZiWh Whe
geQeUal laQgXage Rf TXaQWiɹcaWiRQ. The facW WhaW WheUe iV a
cRPPRdiW\²ZRUld PXVW be UecRgQi]ed aQd acceSWed. IQ iWV Za\, WhiV
ZRUld WeQdV WRZaUdV a VRUW Rf QRWhiQgQeVV, WhURXgh Whe abVWUacWiRQ
Rf e[chaQge, PRQeWaU\ VigQV, aQd Whe VigQ iQ geQeUal. BXW iW QeYeU
aWWaiQV WhiV liPiW. IW iV UeiQVWaWed PaWeUiall\. ElePeQWV Rf a cUiWical
kQRZledge Rf iW caQ be fRXQd iQ MaU[, aQd elVeZheUe WhaQ iQ MaU[ ²
iQ cRQWePSRUaU\ VRcial SUacWice. IW iV iQ WhiV Za\ WhaW Whe cRPPRdiW\
caQ cRQVWiWXWe aQd deWeUPiQe Whe glRbal. AV a Ueal ZRUld, Whe ZRUld
PaUkeW caQQRW be cRQceSWXali]ed b\ a ¶VSiUiWXal· acWiYiW\ SeUWaiQiQg
WR ShilRVRSh\ ² WhaW Rf HeideggeU, fRU e[aPSle, Zhich QeYeUWheleVV
e[SlRUed iQWeUQaWiRQaliW\ aV a hRUi]RQ. NRU caQ iW be cRQceiYed RQ
Whe baViV Rf ePSiUical facWV: Whe e[SaQViRQ Rf WUade aQd Whe iQɻX[ Rf



iQcUeaViQgl\ VRShiVWicaWed PaQXfacWXUed SURdXcWV. SXch facWV dR QRW
eQable XV WR XQdeUVWaQd Whe SRVVibiliW\ ² Whe cRQdiWiRQV Rf SRVVibiliW\
² Rf Whe glRbal. A VWUaighWfRUZaUdl\ ecRQRPic RU SRliWical WheRU\ Rf
iQWeUQaWiRQaliW\ XQdeUeVWiPaWeV SheQRPeQa WhaW aUe SlaQeWaU\ iQ
VcRSe. OQl\ kQRZledge Rf Whe cRPPRdiW\ aV UealiW\-SURdXciQg giYeV
XV acceVV WR Whe glRbal. ThiV dReV QRW PeaQ WhaW iW e[haXVWV iW ² faU
fURP iW. BXW iW alRQe PakeV iW SRVVible WR ViWXaWe dail\ life iQ Whe
glRbal, aQd WR aVVeVV Whe UeWURacWiYe iPSacW Rf iQWeUQaWiRQal VSace RQ
iWV RZQ cRQdiWiRQV, RQ Whe cRQWUadicWiRQV iW cRQWaiQV.

OQe RU WZR addiWiRQal UePaUkV. AV a VeW RU V\VWeP Rf eTXiYaleQWV,
Whe cRPPRdiW\ haV VeUYed aV a PRdel fRU RWheU V\VWePV Rf
eTXiYaleQWV: Whe cRQWUacWXal V\VWeP, fRU e[aPSle, baVed RQ a
diʃeUeQW fRUP ² UeciSURciW\ ² aV Zell aV RQ Whe VeTXeQceV aQd
cRQVWUaiQWV deWeUPiQed b\ WhaW fRUP. ThXV, PRdeUQ VRcieW\ iV
cRQVWiWXWed aV a V\VWeP Rf V\VWePV Rf eTXiYaleQce. WhaW iV PRUe, Whe
VWaWe SURQRXQceV Whe geQeUal eTXiYaleQce Rf WheVe V\VWePV Rf
eTXiYaleQce; iW gXaUaQWeeV aQd iPSlePeQWV iW. OQ Whe RWheU haQd,
dail\ life iV eVWabliVhed WhXV: eYeU\WhiQg ² Whe VRciR-ecRQRPic-
SRliWical ZhRle ² UeVWV XSRQ iW. UlWiPaWel\, all PRPeQWV ZRXld be
eTXiYaleQW iQ dail\ life. IQ WhaW caVe, dail\ life ZRXld diVVRlYe, aV iW
ZeUe, like a bad dUeaP. TheVe liPiWV ² Rf dail\ life aQd Rf Whe VigQ ²
aUe QeYeU Ueached. The PRPeQWV aVVeUW WhePVelYeV. Each Rf WheP
SRVVeVVeV a ¶YalXe· iQ Whe WRWaliW\; iQ Whe abVeQce Rf VXch a ¶YalXe·,
WheUe ZRXld be QR liQk beWZeeQ Whe PRPeQWV Rf dail\ life. YeW Whe\
all lRgicall\ WeQd WRZaUdV eTXiYaleQce. WiWhiQ Whe V\VWeP Rf V\VWePV
Rf eTXiYaleQce, a leYelliQg RccXUV: QRW dRZQ WR Whe lRZeVW, aQd VWill
leVV XS WR Whe ¶higheVW· ² Whe VXPPiW Rf VRcieW\ ² bXW WR aQ abVWUacW
VRcial aYeUage. AVViPilaWiRQ, UeSeWiWiRQ, eTXiYaleQce (calcXlable,
SUedicWable, aQd heQce RSeQ WR UaWiRQal adPiQiVWUaWiRQ) ² VXch aUe
Whe chaUacWeUiVWicV dail\ life WeQdV WRZaUdV, chaUacWeUiVWicV Zhich
ZeUe alUead\ iQ eYideQce VRPe \eaUV agR, bXW aUe becRPiQg PRUe
SURQRXQced. EYeU\da\ life PaQaged like aQ eQWeUSUiVe ZiWhiQ aQ
eQRUPRXV, WechQRcUaWicall\ adPiQiVWeUed V\VWeP ² VXch iV Whe ɹUVW
aQd laVW ZRUd Rf Whe WechQRcUaWic eWhic: eYeU\ PRPeQW aQWiciSaWed,
TXaQWiɹed iQ PRQe\ WeUPV, aQd SURgUaPPed WePSRUall\ aQd
VSaWiall\.



NeYeUWheleVV, Ve[XaliW\, labRXU aQd iQfRUPaWiRQ UeWaiQ a ceUWaiQ
aPbigXiW\ aQd SUiYilege iQ dail\ life. IQWeQVe iQVWaQWV ² RU, UaWheU,
PRPeQWV ² iW iV aV if Whe\ aUe VeekiQg WR VhaWWeU Whe eYeU\da\QeVV
WUaSSed iQ geQeUali]ed e[chaQge. OQ Whe RQe haQd, Whe\ aɽ[ Whe
chaiQ Rf eTXiYaleQWV WR liYed e[SeUieQce aQd dail\ life. OQ Whe RWheU,
Whe\ deWach aQd VhaWWeU iW. IQ Whe ¶PicUR·, cRQɻicWV beWZeeQ WheVe
elePeQWV aQd Whe chaiQV Rf eTXiYaleQce aUe cRQWiQXall\ aUiViQg. YeW
Whe ¶PacUR·, Whe SUeVVXUe Rf Whe PaUkeW aQd e[chaQge, iV fRUeYeU
liPiWiQg WheVe cRQɻicWV aQd UeVWRUiQg RUdeU. AW ceUWaiQ SeUiRdV,
SeRSle haYe lRRked WR WheVe PRPeQWV WR WUaQVfRUP e[iVWeQce: WR
labRXU, iQ Whe QaPe Rf VRcialiVP; WR Ve[XaliW\, iQ Whe QaPe Rf
fUeedRP aQd SleaVXUe, VeekiQg WR ZUeVW iW fURP Whe ZRUld Rf
cRPPRdiWieV; aQd ɹQall\, WRda\, WR iQfRUPaWiRQ, WR dRPiQaWe aQd
eYeQ diVSel Whe ZRUld Rf PaWeUial SURdXcWV aQd cRPPRdiWieV. The
failXUe Rf Whe ɹUVW WZR eQdeaYRXUV, aQd Whe SURblePV eQcRXQWeUed
b\ Whe WhiUd, iQdicaWe WhaW WheUe iV QR gXaUaQWee WhaW Ze caQ RSeQ XS
a SaWh iQ WhiV diUecWiRQ. While iW iV deɹQiWel\ Whe caVe WhaW Ve[XaliW\
aQd labRXU caQ, iQ WheiU RZQ Za\V (Ve[XaliW\ WhURXgh eURWic
e[hilaUaWiRQ aQd Whe jR\ Rf beiQg iQ lRYe; labRXU WhURXgh VWUikeV aQd
UebelliRQV), aW leaVW PRPeQWaUil\ bUeak Whe liQk beWZeeQ e[chaQge-
YalXe aQd dail\ life, iW Pa\ be WhaW iQfRUPaWiRQ-SURceVViQg haV
aUUiYed WR cRPSleWe Whe ePSiUe Rf cRPPRdiWieV aQd Whe cRXUVe Rf
dail\ life. UQleVV, WhaW iV, iW aʃRUdV aQ RSSRUWXQiW\ aQd a cRQjXQcWXUe
WhaW aUe cRQdXciYe WR ¶VRciali]aWiRQ· Rf a QeZ W\Se, RQe WhaW ZRXld
dUaZ Whe WRWaliW\ RQ WR RWheU SaWhV. WheQce a SURblePaWic WhaW haV
alUead\ beeQ hiQWed aW.

4 Identity

APRQg Whe facWRUV Rf cRQWiQXiW\, QaWiRQal ideQWiW\ ² iWV acTXiViWiRQ
aQd SUeVeUYaWiRQ iQ Whe cRXUVe Rf Whe ¶cUiViV· ² PXVW be accRUded dXe
iPSRUWaQce. IW cRUUeVSRQdV, aW Whe VXPPiW, WR ideQWiW\ iQ dail\ life aW
Whe fRRW. HiVWRUicall\ eVWabliVhed RQ Whe baViV Rf Whe hRPe PaUkeW
aQd ceQWUali]ed VWaWe SRZeU, FUeQch ideQWiW\ ZaV aVVeUWed aQd
cRQɹUPed dXUiQg UeYRlXWiRQV aQd ZaUV. TRda\, WhiV fRUPal ideQWiW\,



like Whe UealiWieV WR Zhich iW cRUUeVSRQdV ² cRXQWU\, faWheUlaQd,
QaWiRQ, VWaWe ² iV XQdeU WhUeaW RQ all VideV. TheVe WhUeaWV, Zhich
PighW lead WR a lRVV Rf ideQWiW\, aUe Whe RbjecW Rf QXPeURXV
cRPSlaiQWV. IV QRW Whe ¶lRVV Rf ideQWiW\· Ze heaU VR PXch abRXW Whe
(RU a) cRQWePSRUaU\ fRUP Rf alieQaWiRQ, ZiWhRXW beiQg QaPed aV
VXch? The SUeVVXUe Rf Whe iQWeUQaWiRQal WeQdV WR bUeak XS QaWiRQal
ideQWiW\, b\ diVVRlYiQg Whe VeQVe Rf belRQgiQg WR a SRliWical aQd
cXlWXUal cRPPXQiW\. LikeZiVe fURP belRZ, if Ze Pa\ SXW iW WhaW
Za\, ZiWh diʃeUeQWialiVW SUeVVXUeV: UegiRQV, WRZQV, lRcal
cRPPXQiWieV. CRPSURPiVed aQd eYeQ VhakeQ, WR a ceUWaiQ e[WeQW
QaWiRQal ideQWiW\ iV eYeU\ZheUe iQ VeaUch Rf iWVelf aQd VeekiQg WR
SUeVeUYe iWVelf. The WUePRUV aUe iQdXciQg YeUiWable SaQicV. IV Whe
gURXQdVZell Rf WheVe WeUPV ² lRVV Rf ideQWiW\, VeaUch fRU ideQWiW\ ² aW
all leYelV, fURP Whe iQdiYidXal WR Whe cRQWiQeQWal, aQ accideQW? NR, iW
haV a PeaQiQg. WheUe iV FUeQchQeVV WR be fRXQd? IV QaWiRQaliVP,
ZhRVe SURQRXQced UeWXUQ iV becRPiQg PeQaciQg, a UecRYeU\ Rf lRVW
ideQWiW\ RU iWV ideRlRgical ViPXlaWiRQ? WhaWeYeU haSSeQV, Whe
SUeVeUYaWiRQ Rf ideQWiW\ VigQiɹeV Whe XVe aQd abXVe Rf
cRPPePRUaWiRQ, Whe UeWXUQ Rf Whe hiVWRUical aV a V\VWeP Rf
UefeUeQce, aQd SUeVVXUe RQ dail\ life WR SUeYeQW iWV ¶deVWabili]aWiRQ·
aQd SUeVeUYe iW aV a lRcXV Rf ideQWiW\. ThiV WhXV iPSlieV a WeQdeQc\
WRZaUdV Whe UeSURdXcWiRQ Rf UelaWiRQV Rf dRPiQaWiRQ iQ ideQWiW\ ² a
SURceVV WhaW iV QRW ZiWhRXW iWV RbVcXUiWieV aQd XQceUWaiQWieV. EYeQ VR,
Ze PXVW diVWiQgXiVh iQ QaWiRQal ideQWiW\ beWZeeQ UealiW\ aQd
ideRlRg\: Whe dRPeVWic PaUkeW aQd Whe ¶QaWiRQal· cXlWXUe (iQ FUaQce,
fRU e[aPSle, Whe WUadiWiRQal UaWiRQaliVP ZhRVe QaWiRQal chaUacWeU iV
RbVcXUed aPid Whe cUiViV ² all Whe PRUe VR iQ WhaW iW iV UelaWed WR Whe
EXURSeaQ aQd WeVWeUQ lRgRV, Zhich iV iWVelf iQ cUiViV). ThiV ideQWiW\
RSeUaWeV iQ Whe diUecWiRQ Rf QRQ-deYelRSPeQW ² iQ RWheU ZRUdV, Rf
cRQVeUYaWiVP. IW VWUeQgWheQV UeViVWaQce WR chaQge, eYeQ aV Whe XUgeQW
Qeed fRU chaQge iQ RUdeU WR PRdeUQi]e QaWiRQal life iV SURclaiPed
elVeZheUe. IV iW QRW ZeiUd WhaW SeRSle VR RfWeQ UefeU WR ¶la France
profonde· iQ cRQQecWiRQ ZiWh backZaUd cRUQeUV, RXW-Rf-Whe-Za\
YillageV, aQd VPall WRZQV fUR]eQ iQ aUchaiVP? ThiV FUeQchQeVV iV
RbVRleWe, aQWiTXaWed; \eW iW iV e[alWed RQ WeleYiViRQ aQd iQ Whe SUeVV.
AUe QRW VRPe haUVh WUXWhV beiQg PaVked XQdeU PaQiSXlaWiYe



ideRlRgieV heUe? OQ Whe VXUface, FUaQce caQ be chaUacWeUi]ed WhXV:
adYaQced ideRlRgieV aQd UeWaUded VWUXcWXUeV, Zhich aUe iQcUedibl\
diɽcXlW WR VhifW (cRQVWiWXeQW bRdieV aQd RUdeUV, fUR]eQ iQVWiWXWiRQV,
eWc.). AV fRU ZhaW iV called ¶la France profonde·, iW iV PaUked b\
ideRlRgieV WhaW aUe aV UeWaUded aV iWV VWUXcWXUeV.

We kQRZ WhaW Whe PajRU UefeUeQce V\VWePV ² Whe TRZQ, HiVWRU\,
Whe heaYeQl\ RU WeUUeVWUial FaWheU ² haYe diVaSSeaUed ViQce Whe
begiQQiQg Rf Whe ceQWXU\, UeleaViQg elePeQWV WhaW ZeUe SUeYiRXVl\
VXbRUdiQaWe ² aPRQg WheP, WechQRlRg\. YeW aW Whe heaUW Rf dail\ life,
WaciW RU e[SliciW UefeUeQceV SeUViVW WhaW aUe PRUe PRdeVW WhaQ Whe
PajRU V\VWePV Rf Whe SaVW, bXW VXɽcieQWl\ VRlid aQd SUR[iPaWe WR
VeUYe aV UefeUeQce SRiQWV, if QRW VafegXaUdV. The SUiYaWe faPil\, fRU
e[aPSle, Zhich VXUYiYeV aV a SXblic VeUYice. ThiV RbjecWiYe baViV ²
PXWXal aid iQ a VRcieW\ WhaW iV, WR Va\ Whe leaVW, diɽcXlW ² dReV QRW
SUeclXde WieV Rf aʃecWiRQ; iW keeSV WheP iQ RUdeU. VaUiRXV
WheRUeWiciaQV Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ aQd aXdiRYiVXal WechQiTXeV PaiQWaiQ
WhaW Whe\ dR QRW alWeU Whe faPil\ UeceSWiRQ Rf PeVVageV aQd iPageV
iQ Whe VlighWeVW ² aQd QeYeU Zill. SiPXlWaQeRXVl\ ideQWiɹed ZiWh aQd
lRaWhed aV a SUiVRQ, Whe UeVWUicWed faPil\ VXUYiYeV, ideQWical WR iWVelf
aQd SaUW Rf Whe geQeUal ideQWiW\. The VaPe gReV fRU UeligiRQ, a
UecRXUVe iQ Whe face Rf aQ[ieW\, Zhich iV held iQ diVUeSXWe bXW
QeYeUWheleVV UePaiQV VWURQg. FiQall\, aQd abRYe all, Whe VaPe gReV
fRU SURSeUW\, Zhich iV UeaVVXUiQgl\ VRlid ² a baVWiRQ agaiQVW all Whe
ZRUld·V RQVlaXghWV: iW iV YalRUi]ed aQeZ, ZiWh iWV WUaiQ Rf iQVWiWXWiRQV
aQd UiWeV, VXch aV ZillV. TheVe RbVeUYaWiRQV haYe QRWhiQg QeZ RU
VXUSUiViQg abRXW WheP, bXW PXVW be iQclXded iQ aQ\ SicWXUe Rf ZhaW
SeUViVWV iQ Whe ideQWiW\ Rf dail\ life. CRQVideUed WhXV, SUiYaWe
SURSeUW\ iV QRW cRQɹQed WR SURSeUW\ iQ Whe PeaQV Rf SURdXcWiRQ; iW iV
QRW ViPSl\ a PeaQV Rf SaUWiciSaWiQg iQ SURdXcWiRQ aQd VXUSlXV-YalXe.
IQdiYidXall\ RU jRiQWl\ RZQed ɻaWV (half Whe FUeQch SRSXlaWiRQ RZQ
WheiU RZQ hRPeV), VecRQd hRPeV ² WheVe VeUYe QRW PeUel\ aQ
ecRQRPic fXQcWiRQ, bXW a fXQcWiRQ iQ WeUPV Rf VecXUiW\, aQd heQce Rf
ideQWiW\. TheiU SXUchaVe UeSUeVeQWV aQ iQYeVWPeQW: ¶IQYeVW iQ bUickV
aQd PRUWaU·. AW VWake iV ceUWaiQl\ RZQeUVhiS aQd ZealWh, bXW alVR aQ
eWhical, aQd eYeQ aeVWheWic, YalXe. The VaPe gReV fRU UXUal
laQdRZQeUVhiS, Zhich PaiQWaiQV a lRQg WUadiWiRQ ² PRUe VR WhaQ Whe



RZQeUVhiS Rf bUickV aQd PRUWaU. SWaWe aQd VRcieW\, aV Whe\ aUe,
cUeaWe aQ[ieW\, aQd cRPSeQVaWe fRU iW ² WhaW iV WR Va\, a dePaQd fRU
VecXUiW\ WhaW iV clRVel\ bRXQd XS ZiWh Whe Qeed fRU ideQWiW\ aQd
cRQWiQXiW\. The RZQeU Rf a hRXVe iV WheUe fRU life, eVSeciall\ if he
eaUQed iW b\ Whe VZeaW Rf hiV bURZ. He haV hiV Slace iQ VSace. He
dZellV iQ Whe SaPe, aQd Whe ¶RWheU· caQQRW aVVail hiP RU dUag hiP
RXW. He iV iQVWalled iQ Whe ideQWical, Whe UeSeWiWiYe, Whe eTXiYaleQW.
The SeUPaQeQce Rf SURSeUW\ V\PbRli]eV, aQd aW Whe VaPe WiPe
Ueali]eV, Whe cRQWiQXiW\ Rf aQ egR. ThiV egR XQTXeVWiRQabl\ liYeV a
beWWeU life iQ iWV RZQ SURSeUW\ WhaQ ZheQ iW iV e[SRVed WR aQ[ieW\ iQ
accRPPRdaWiRQ WhaW PighW be lRVW fURP RQe da\ WR Whe Qe[W. TheVe
cRPPRQSlace deWailV Pake XS Whe PXQdaQe chaUacWeU aQd,
cRQVeTXeQWl\, Whe YigRXU Rf dail\ life. Like Whe SeUVRQal RbjecWV WhaW
fRUP Whe iPPediaWe eQYiURQPeQW aURXQd aQ iQdiYidXal RU faPil\
gURXS. TR be aWWached WR RbjecWV, WR SUiYilege WheP aʃecWiYel\, iV
WRda\, aV iQ Whe SaVW, WR cUeaWe a Vhell RU a bXbble ² WhaW iV WR Va\, a
SURWecWiYe la\eU agaiQVW Whe aVVaXlWV Rf a hRVWile ZRUld. ThiV
SURWecWiRQ iV ViPXlWaQeRXVl\ aSSaUeQW aQd Ueal, liYed aQd YalXed aV
VXch. The PRUe WhUeaWeQiQg Whe RXWVide ZRUld becRPeV, Whe gUeaWeU
Whe iPSRUWaQce aQd cRQWiQXiW\ Rf Whe iQWeUiRU ² WhaW Zhich VXUURXQdV
RU SURWecWV VXbjecWiYe iQWeUiRUiW\. DiVdaiQed dXUiQg Whe \eaUV Rf
SURWeVW, WhiQgV becRPe ¶gRRdV· RQce agaiQ; Whe eQYiURQPeQW fRUPV
aQ iQWegUal aQd iQWegUaWed SaUW Rf Whe ¶SeUVRQ·, Rf WheiU ideQWiW\.
WheWheU Whe RbjecWV cRQVWiWXWe a V\VWeP, ZheWheU Whe\ deUiYe fURP a
PRUe RU leVV UaWiRQali]ed aQd fXQcWiRQal cRPbiQaWRU\, iV aQ
iPSRUWaQW, bXW XlWiPaWel\ VecRQdaU\, iVVXe. Like Whe WechQici]aWiRQ
aQd PechaQi]aWiRQ Rf faPiliaU RbjecWV, VWXdied b\ SiegfUied GiediRQ
iQ La MpcanisaWion aX poXYoir. FaU fURP iPSRViQg a QeZ fRUP RQ
VRcial UelaWiRQV, WhiV PechaQi]aWiRQ, Zhich iQYRlYeV SeUVRQal
e[iVWeQce iQ WechQRlRg\, VWUeQgWheQV Whe ideQWiW\ Rf dail\ life: iW
eQclRVeV iW, UaWheU WhaQ RSeQiQg iW. Take, fRU e[aPSle, Whe
PechaQi]aWiRQ Rf Whe baWh.1 CaSiWaliVW aQd bRXUgeRiV EXURSe Pade
Whe WUaQViWiRQ fURP SXblic baWhV, PeeWiQg-Slace aQd ViWe Rf VRcial
life, WR Whe baWhURRP, iQ Zhich each PePbeU Rf Whe gURXS iV
iVRlaWed. The PechaQical fXQcWiRQ Rf ¶cleaQliQeVV· ZaV eQhaQced aW
Whe e[SeQVe Rf bRdil\ Uela[aWiRQ aQd UeVWRUaWiRQ RQ Whe RQe haQd,



VRciabiliW\ RQ Whe RWheU. AQWiTXiW\, b\ cRQWUaVW, VZiWched fURP Whe
SUiYaWe baWh WR PagQiɹceQWl\ eTXiSSed SXblic (WheUPal) baWhV.

ThiV faU-UeachiQg d\QaPic Rf SUiYaWi]aWiRQ aQd ideQWiɹcaWiRQ iQ
Whe SUiYaWe VSheUe begaQ a lRQg WiPe agR; iW iV beiQg VWUeQgWheQed; iW
VeSaUaWeV Whe SUiYaWe fURP Whe SXblic, aW Whe UiVk Rf caXViQg a
backlaVh ² WhaW iV, Whe cRQfXViRQ Rf Whe SUiYaWe aQd Whe SXblic. The
laWWeU, VXbRUdiQaWe WR SRliWical SRZeU aQd Whe VWaWe, caQ gR aQd ɹQd
Whe ¶SUiYaWe· iQdiYidXal aW hRPe aQd dUaZ hiP RXW Rf hiV Vhell like
VRPe edible VQail. IVQ·W WhiV ZhaW haSSeQV ZiWh ceUWaiQ RbjecWV,
iQclXdiQg Whe WeleYiViRQ VeW aQd Whe PicURSURceVVRU? PXblic aQd
SXbliciW\ gR WRgeWheU.

DRPeVWic aSSliaQceV haYe ceUWaiQl\ alWeUed dail\ life. B\ RSeQiQg
iW RXW RQ WR Whe ZRUld? QXiWe Whe UeYeUVe: Whe\ haYe aggUaYaWed iWV
clRVXUe, b\ UeiQfRUciQg UeSeWiWiYe eYeU\da\QeVV aQd liQeaU SURceVVeV
² Whe VaPe geVWXUeV aURXQd Whe VaPe RbjecWV. LeW XV QRWe RQce agaiQ
WhaW ¶hRXVehRld· aSSliaQceV haYe QRW libeUaWed ZRPeQ; Whe\ haYe
Pade libeUaWiRQ PRYePeQWV SRVVible b\ alleYiaWiQg dail\ dUXdgeU\.
OQl\ WheQ did VSeciɹc dePaQdV UegaUdiQg diYRUce, cRQWUaceSWiRQ,
abRUWiRQ, aQd fUeel\ chRVeQ PaWeUQiW\ ePeUge. SRPeWhiQg QeZ
PakeV iWV aSSeaUaQce heUe. TheVe aVSiUaWiRQV, Zhich haYe giYeQ UiVe
WR cRQɻicWiQg PRYePeQWV, ZeUe iQcRQceiYable ZheQ biUWh aQd deaWh
alike ZeUe Whe SUeVeUYe Rf GRd Whe FaWheU, CUeaWRU Rf HeaYeQ aQd
EaUWh. ThiV UePaiQV Whe Rɽcial WeachiQg Rf Whe aSRVWRlic RRPaQ
CaWhRlic ChXUch, aQd iV ɹeUcel\ defeQded b\ iW.

5 Everyday Discourse

IQdeed, faiWh ² VhakeQ WRda\, becaXVe iW iV SUe\ WR all VRUWV Rf
cRQWUadicWiRQV ² cRQViVWV abRYe all iQ WhiV ceUWaiQW\: begiQQiQgV aQd
eQdV, cUeaWiRQ aQd deVWUXcWiRQ, deSeQd XSRQ Whe LRUd, hiV gRRdQeVV
aQd hiV iUe; Whe\ PXVW WheUefRUe beaU a VacUed chaUacWeU. MeQ, aQd
eYeQ PRUe VR ZRPeQ, haYe RQl\ WR acceSW WhiV Pagical-
PeWaSh\Vical-P\VWical deSeQdeQc\. EYRlXWiRQ SeUWaiQV WR Whe
hXPaQ; Whe eYeQW RU adYeQW SRVVeVVeV a PeWaSh\Vical VigQiɹcaQce
aQd aQ RQWRlRgical VeQVe: iW deUiYeV fURP Whe eWeUQal. ThiV iV



cRQYe\ed b\ Whe VRlePQiW\ Rf Whe ZRUdV aWWachiQg WR WheVe ¶facWV·,
Zhich aUe QRW facWV aV VXch, becaXVe Whe\ UXSWXUe Whe facWXal
VeTXeQce. FaiWh Rf WhiV VRUW RQce iQWeUYeQed SRZeUfXll\ iQ dail\ life;
iW gRYeUQed iW. HaV iW diVaSSeaUed? NR, WhRXgh iW iV ZeakeU. HeQce a
ceUWaiQ cRQWiQXiW\, bXW alVR VRPeWhiQg diʃeUeQW WhaW iQViQXaWeV iWVelf
iQWR Whe fabUic Rf dail\ life: a PRUe cRQcUeWe fUeedRP, a
VecXlaUi]aWiRQ Rf Whe eYeQWV WhaW SXQcWXaWe SUiYaWe liYeV ² biUWhV,
PaUUiageV, deaWhV. ThiV iV a cRQWUadicWRU\ SURceVV. MaQ\ SeRSle ZhR
dR QRW SUacWiVe UeligiRQ aQd iWV UiWeV, ZhR haYe ¶lRVW WheiU faiWh·,
cRQWiQXe WR geW PaUUied iQ chXUch, haYe WheiU childUeQ baSWi]ed,
eYRke RU iQYRke Whe diYiQe iQ diVcRXUVe. ReligiRQ SeUViVWV WhURXgh
VeYeUal SURceVVeV: UiWeV aQd geVWXUeV, bXW alVR ZRUdV, aQd Whe
VacUali]aWiRQ aQd heQce YalRUi]aWiRQ Rf Whe cUXcial PRPeQWV Rf
e[iVWeQce. ThiV cRQVecUaWiRQ Rf begiQQiQgV aQd eQdV SaUadR[icall\
gXaUaQWeeV Whe cRQWiQXiW\ Rf dail\ life. AW Whe VaPe WiPe, iW
iQWeQViɹeV WheVe PRPeQWV, dUaPaWi]eV WheP, aQd iPbXeV WheP ZiWh
a kiQd Rf cRVPic VigQiɹcaQce, XQdeU Whe ga]e Rf Whe ¶hiddeQ gRd·.
ReligiRQ cRQWiQXeV WR iPSaUW PeaQiQg WR dail\ life ² QR dRXbW
becaXVe iW haV \eW WR diVcRYeU a diʃeUeQW PeaQiQg.

HaV eYeU\da\ diVcRXUVe chaQged PXch iQ half a ceQWXU\? NRW
Ueall\. IQ VRPe UeVSecWV, iW haV beeQ iPSRYeUiVhed, UedXced WR ¶baVic
FUeQch·. IQ RWheUV, iW haV beeQ eQUiched. We dR QRW haYe a laQgXage
Rf dail\ life alRQgVide Whe laQgXage Rf Whe cRPPRdiW\, RU WhaW Rf Whe
XQcRQVciRXV RU VcieQce. ThXV WheUe aUe QRW VeYeUal laQgXageV, bXW
YaUiRXV XVeV Rf Whe laQgXage, Rf each laQgXage. NeYeUWheleVV, QeZ
ZRUdV ladeQ ZiWh PeaQiQg aUe PakiQg WheiU aSSeaUaQce. SR, Whe
WechQRcUaWic eliWe haV iWV RZQ YRcabXlaU\, Zhich iV gUadXall\
SeQeWUaWiQg RUdiQaU\ laQgXage: WargeW (aQ RbjecWiYe) RU niche (aQ
aYailable VSace). OWheU e[aPSleV iQclXde Whe diVWXUbiQg posiWion
oneself, RU Whe cXUiRXV Za\ oXW fRU ¶PiVWakeQ·. NeZ geQeUaWiRQV haYe
WheiU le[ical iQQRYaWiRQV: Wrip aQd ɻip, VWUaighW RXW Rf Whe AQglR-
Sa[RQ cRXQWUieV, RU ¶haYiQg bXWWeUɻieV· WR e[SUeVV QeUYeV. ThiV
eQUichPeQW Rf YRcabXlaU\ dReV QRW gUeaWl\ alWeU eYeU\da\ diVcRXUVe,
RU iWV WeQdeQc\ WR eliPiQaWe PaQ\ WeUPV Rf Whe beVW FUeQch aV UaWheU
UidicXlRXV aUchaiVPV. BXW WhiV RccXUV WRgeWheU ZiWh Whe RSSRViWe
WeQdeQc\. UVed b\ Whe Piddle claVVeV, bXW alVR b\ SRSXlaU VWUaWa,



WUadiWiRQal Va\iQgV haYe beeQ SUeVeUYed. PeRSle VWill Va\: ¶IW QeYeU
UaiQV bXW iW SRXUV·, ¶ZhaW Zill be Zill be·, ¶he ZhR laXghV laVW laXghV
lRXdeVW·, ¶WR SXW RQe·V VhRXldeU WR Whe Zheel·, ¶\RX·Ye Pade \RXU
RZQ bed, QRZ \RX PXVW lie RQ iW·« PURYeUbial ZiVdRP haV VcaUcel\
chaQged ² Zhich iV VXɽcieQW WR dePRQVWUaWe Whe cRQWiQXiW\ Rf dail\
life. The VePaQWicV Rf SURYeUbV PXVW Wake accRXQW Rf a facW WhaW iV
VXUSUiViQg, WR Va\ Whe leaVW: iW VeePV WR iQdicaWe WhaW SUacWical
ViWXaWiRQV aUe alWeUiQg RQl\ YeU\ VlRZl\, deVSiWe Whe eQRUPRXV
WechQical eTXiSPeQW VXUURXQdiQg aQd SeQeWUaWiQg Whe eYeU\da\;
deVSiWe Whe SUeVVXUe Rf eYeQWV aQd RWheU SUeVVXUeV¬«

PeUhaSV WhiV iV QRW Whe PaiQ WhiQg. Le[icRQ aQd YRcabXlaU\ dR QRW
deWeUPiQe Whe SecXliaU WRQaliW\ Rf eYeU\da\ diVcRXUVe. TheRUeWicall\
² ShilRVRShicall\ ² cRQVideUed, WhiV diVcRXUVe iV QeiWheU WUXe QRU
falVe, alWhRXgh iW iV alZa\V SUeVeQWed aV YeUidical. IW iV cRQVWaQWl\
RUgaQi]iQg Whe cRQdiWiRQV Rf e[iVWeQce Rf Whe gURXS: Whe faPil\, Whe
Rɽce, Whe ZRUkVhRS, Whe ɹUP, aQd VR RQ. EYeQ WhRVe ZhR claiP WR
be eQgaged iQ ZhaW iV called SlaiQ VSeakiQg QeYeU Va\ eYeU\WhiQg
Whe\ haYe RQ WheiU PiQd RU iQ WheiU heaUW. CaQ aQ\ VRcial gURXS beaU
WR heaU Whe WUXWh abRXW iWVelf? WheQ Whe WUXWh ePeUgeV, Whe gURXS
UiVkV VSliQWeUiQg. The WUXWh iV alZa\V cUXel: hRZeYeU ¶VSiWefXl· RQe
cRQVideUV Whe eYeU\da\ QXiVaQce ZhR Va\V ZhaW he VeeV aQd WhiQkV,
RQce Whe WUXWh iV RXW, iW fRllRZV iWV RZQ cRXUVe. IW PRVW RfWeQ ePeUgeV
iQ dail\ life dXUiQg ¶VceQeV·, fRU Zhich iW VXSSlieV Whe dUaPaWic
iQWeUeVW. FRU a ¶VceQe· WR RccXU, a diVcXVViRQ, iQiWiall\ PXʀed aQd
WRQed dRZQ, PXVW eVcalaWe, aQd a diVSXWe RU TXaUUel PXVW lRRP ²
VSiUiWV ZiWh haQdV like glRZiQg cRal, ɹUe iQ WheiU e\eV. The UiVk iV
WhaW SeRSle Zill gR WR Whe heaUW Rf Whe PaWWeU aQd Va\ ZhaW iV beVW
lefW XQVaid, RU ZhaW iW iV ViPSl\ QRW dRQe WR Va\. The UealiW\ aQd
WUXWh Rf UelaWiRQV iQ dail\ life, iQclXdiQg UelaWiRQV Rf fRUce, WheQ
VWUike SeRSle all aW RQce, aQd Whe\ aUe aSSalled QRW WR haYe
XQdeUVWRRd dail\ life RQce Whe eYeQW haV ɹQall\ WUaQVfRUPed iW.
WiWhRXW VWaWiQg iW, eYeU\da\ diVcRXUVe Sla\V RQ Whe UelaWiRQ beWZeeQ
WUXWh (iQeʃable, eYeQ XQkQRZQ) aQd QRQ-WUXWh. WhaW iV iQYRlYed iV a
Va\iQg PeagUe eQRXgh WR VeeP h\SRcUiWical, bXW QRW PeagUe eQRXgh
QRW bUiQg PiVaQWhURS\ WR beaU. IW iV a SeUPaQeQW ZageU. Dail\ life
aQd iWV diVcRXUVe aUe WhXV bXilW RQ aPbigXiW\, RQ a caUefXll\



aUUaQged cRPSURPiVe. ThiV QRW YeU\ hiVWRUical cRPSURPiVe
cRQVWiWXWeV Whe PRde Rf e[iVWeQce Rf Whe eYeU\da\ ² VRPeWhiQg WhaW
XQdeUVWaQdabl\ diVSleaVeV PRVW adRleVceQWV. ¶SceQeV· aQd
alWeUcaWiRQV caQQRW gR RQ fRU eYeU; Whe\ e[haXVW WhePVelYeV. PeRSle
WheQ UeYeUW WR cRPSURPiVe, WhRXgh Whe diVSXWe aQd ZhaW iV aW iVVXe
iQ iW Zill UeVXUface iQ Whe QeaU fXWXUe. FRU WheUe alZa\V iV VRPeWhiQg
aW VWake, eYeQ ZheQ iW iV QRW YiVible. QXaUUelV aUe alZa\V ɹlled ZiWh
XQUeVRlYed ² aQd RfWeQ iQVRlXble ² SURblePV: VR PXch VR WhaW
¶cRPSURPiVe· aQd ¶aPbigXiW\· PeaQ ¶adaSWaWiRQ aQd VRciabiliW\ b\
acceSWaQce·. OQe PXVW Wake SeRSle aV RQe ɹQdV WheP¬«¬ThiV adage
Rf eYeU\da\ ZiVdRP, aQd eYeQ SRliWical ZiVdRP ² adRSWed b\ LeQiQ
² Va\V SUeciVel\ ZhaW iW PeaQV. OQe UePed\ ² RU, UaWheU, SalliaWiYe ²
iV hXPRXU, Zhich haV QRWhiQg iQ cRPPRQ ZiWh iURQ\. The eYeU\da\
giYeV UiVe WR iWV RZQ kiQd Rf hXPRXU: Whe hXPRXU Rf Whe Rɽce RU
ZRUkVhRS, faPil\ hXPRXU, aQd VR RQ.

HXPRXU iV diVWiQcW fURP Whe biWWeU gibe aV Zell aV Whe VaUcaVP WhaW
ɹgXUeV iQ TXaUUelV; aQd fURP Whe iURQ\ WhaW eYiQceV aQ XQfRUgiYable
diVWaQce. HXPRXU lighWeQV dail\ life; iW WakeV iW lighWl\; iW PakeV
SRVVible a diVcRXUVe WhaW caQ cRQVeQW ZiWhRXW caSiWXlaWiQg. FRU
hXPRXU acceSWV WhiQgV: PRUe SUeciVel\, iW acceSWV Whe ViWXaWiRQ b\
YeiliQg iW, b\ VRPeWiPeV cRYeUiQg iW ZiWh a kiQd Rf aʃecWiRQ, b\
UePaiQiQg ZiWhiQ iW. IW Pa\ be WhaW deVSiWe hXPRXU, RU iQ iWV
abVeQce, Whe ViWXaWiRQ degeQeUaWeV, deWeUiRUaWeV iQ diVWUeVViQg RU
VickeQiQg faVhiRQ, eVSeciall\ ZheQ UelaWiRQV Rf deSeQdeQc\ aQd
dRPiQaWiRQ aUe VXSeUiPSRVed XSRQ aʃecWiYe UelaWiRQV aQd
VSeciɹcall\ VRcial (cRPPXQiW\) UelaWiRQV.

DUaPaWi]ed, dail\ life e[SlRdeV aQd iWV diVcRXUVe VhaWWeUV. YeW iW
leQdV iWVelf WR dUaPaWi]aWiRQ. Did QRW WUaged\ aeVWheWicall\ elabRUaWe
ZhaW aUe cRPPRQl\ called dRPeVWic VceQeV ² AgaPePQRQ aQd
Cl\WePQeVWUa ² RU faPil\ diVSXWeV ² KiQg LeaU·V daXghWeUV, aQd VR RQ
² WakiQg WheP WR a cliPa[? WiWh RQe eVVeQWial cRQdiWiRQ: WhaW Whe
VceQe iV alZa\V Sla\ed RXW beWZeeQ Whe SRZeUfXl. EVcalaWiRQ VWaUWV
ZiWh diVcRXUVe aQd diVcXVViRQ, PRYeV RQ WR a diVSXWe aQd a TXaUUel,
aQd eQdV XS iQ a blRRd\ dUaPa. The iQclXded Piddle ² Whe faWal
deed ² WheQ PakeV iWV aSSeaUaQce. SRPeZheUe, WheUe iV alZa\V a
UXSWXUe, a SRVVible RU acWXal PXUdeU. The eYeU\da\ alZa\V cRQWaiQV



cRPed\ aQd dUaPa, ¶URleV· WhaW aUe PRUe RU leVV Zell Sla\ed. TheaWUe
SXVheV PXQdaQe dUaPa WR Whe SRiQW Rf TUaged\, aQd Whe cRPedieV Rf
dail\ life WR Whe SRiQW Rf bXʃRRQeU\. The eYeU\da\ UePaiQV
aQalRgRXV WR aQ iPSURYiVed SeUfRUPaQce Rf a bad commedia dell·arWe
b\ haP acWRUV. SRPeWiPeV a cUiPe Rf SaVViRQ, RU a PRUal RU SRliWical
cUiPe, iV cRPPiWWed ² afWeU Zhich iW iV bXUied, iQ eYeU\da\ life aV aW
Whe WheaWUe.

EYeU\da\ diVcRXUVe WhXV haV a VWable cRQWeQW, a cRUe RU
fRXQdaWiRQ, Zhich iV bRXQd XS QRW (aV Whe claVVical WheViV haV iW)
ZiWh aQ XQchaQgiQg hXPaQ QaWXUe, bXW ZiWh Whe facW WhaW VRcial
UelaWiRQV haYe fRU a lRQg WiPe, if QRW alZa\V, beeQ UelaWiRQV Rf fRUce,
aXWhRUiW\ aQd SRZeU, deSeQdeQc\, iQeTXaliW\ iQ SRZeU aQd ZealWh.
SXch UelaWiRQV aUe WRleUable RQl\ ZheQ Whe\ aUe PaVked. SWUiSSed Rf
all YeilV, Whe\ ZRXld be XQbeaUable. Dail\ life aQd iWV aPbigXiW\,
ViPXlWaQeRXVl\ eʃecW aQd caXVe, cRQceal WheVe UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ
SaUeQWV aQd childUeQ, PeQ aQd ZRPeQ, bRVVeV aQd ZRUkeUV,
gRYeUQRUV aQd gRYeUQed. FRU iWV SaUW, cUiWical kQRZledge UePRYeV
Whe VcUeeQV aQd XQYeilV Whe PeaQiQg Rf PeWaShRUV. IW dePRQVWUaWeV
WhaW ZhaW PakeV Whe fXQcWiRQiQg Rf VRcieWieV SRVVible iV QeiWheU Velf-
iQWeUeVW RQ iWV RZQ, QRU YiRleQce, QRU Whe iPagiQaU\, bXW Whe (aQ)
eWhicV iQheUeQW iQ diVcRXUVe. AW Whe heaUW Rf dail\ life aQd iWV VSeech
Ze ɹQd eWhical YalXeV, Zhich aUe VXSSRUWV Rf VRcial life iQ WhaW Whe\
Pake iW WRleUable. DiVcRXUVe aQd dail\ life cRYeU Whe haUVhQeVV aQd
bUXWaliW\ Rf VWUXcWXUal UelaWiRQV, Whe VkeleWRQ Rf VRcieW\, ZiWh a Zeak
bXW VRfW ɻeVh. AUe QRW Whe deeS VWUXcWXUeV Rf VSeech aQd ZUiWiQg
SURcedXUeV ² ePSiUicall\ diVcRYeUed aQd eVWabliVhed SURcedXUeV ²
fRU SUeVeUYiQg iQ RQe aQd Whe VaPe SUeVeQW diVSaUaWe elePeQWV, VRPe
Rf Zhich deUiYe fURP Whe SaVW Zhile RWheUV aUe PeUel\ SRWeQWial?
Take Whe VeQWeQce aQd Whe VeTXeQce Rf VSRkeQ RU ZUiWWeQ VeQWeQceV.
ThiV haV iWV fRXQdaWiRQ iQ dail\ life aV Whe UeigQ Rf ZhaW iV cXUUeQW ²
Whe SUeVeUYaWiRQ Rf iWV cRQdiWiRQV ² RYeU SaVW aQd fXWXUe alike: Whe
UeigQ Rf Whe SUeVeQW, QRW Rf SUeVeQce. NRWhiQg iQ dail\ life dieV.
WheQ VRPeRQe SaVVeV RQ, SeRSle Va\: ¶life gReV RQ¬ «·. IW PXVW
iQdeed gR RQ: Whe faPil\, Whe ZRUkSlace aQd Whe ɹUP, Whe Rɽce, Whe
eQWiUe VRcieW\. RRleV UeTXiUe cRQWiQXiW\. YeW RQe RccaViRQall\
ZRQdeUV ZheWheU QRWhiQg iQ Whe eYeU\da\ dieV becaXVe eYeU\WhiQg iV



dead alUead\: Whe UeSeWiWiYe bXUied XQdeU iWV RZQ UeSeWiWiRQ, aW RQce
XQkQRZQ aQd WRR Zell kQRZQ, hiddeQ beQeaWh Whe VXUface Rf Whe
ZilWed UheWRUic Rf hXPdUXP diVcRXUVe. IV WheUe aQ eYeU\da\ life RU
aQ eYeU\da\ deaWh? TakeQ WR a Uadical e[WUePe, VhRXld QRW Whe
cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life declaUe WhaW life aQd deaWh WeQd WR PeUge iQ
PRdeUQ dail\ life? BXW Ze PXVW kQRZ hRZ QRW WR gR WRR faU, hRZ
QRW WR SXVh cUiWiTXe aV faU aV h\SeUcUiWiciVP. Dail\ life iV ZheUe ¶Ze·
PXVW liYe; iW iV ZhaW haV WR be WUaQVfRUPed.

The PRUe dail\ life aQd iWV diVcRXUVe bXU\ life b\ eliPiQaWiQg
deaWh, Whe PRUe Whe\ aUe cRQVRlidaWed iQ geQeUal aPbigXiW\ aQd
cRPSURPiVe: beWZeeQ life aQd deaWh, SUeVeQce aQd abVeQce, WhRXghW
aQd QRQ-WhRXghW; beWZeeQ Whe UeVRlYe WR UeVRlYe aQd WhiQkiQg WhaW
RQe PighW WhiQk, Whe cUeaWiYe aQd Whe UeSeWiWiYe, deViUe aQd QRQ-
deViUe, VXbliPe heighWV aQd XQfaWhRPable deSWhV. A cRPSURPiVe
VWill RbWaiQV beWZeeQ Velf-lRaWhiQg aQd Velf-lRYe (Whe amoXr-propre Rf
Whe AXgXVWiQiaQV aQd JaQVeQiVWV), beWZeeQ haWUed aQd lRYe bRWh Rf
ZhaW iV clRVe aQd Rf ZhaW iV UePRWe; aQd iW alZa\V haV RbWaiQed.

AV Whe\ eQcRXQWeU PRUe RbVWacleV, baUUieUV aQd blRckageV WhaQ
eYeU iQ PRdeUQiW\, hRZ iV iW WhaW VR PaQ\ SeRSle haYe QRW Ueali]ed
WhaW Whe\ ZeUe cRPiQg XS agaiQVW Whe bRXQdaUieV Rf dail\ life,
bRXQdaUieV WhaW aUe iQYiVible, \eW caQQRW be cURVVed becaXVe Rf Whe
VWUeQgWh Rf dail\ life? The\ cRPe XS agaiQVW WheVe bRXQdaUieV like
iQVecWV agaiQVW a ZiQdRZ SaQe. AQd \eW caQ SeRSle liYe iQfRUPall\,
SUeSaUed fRU aQ\WhiQg, iQ XQUeVWUicWed, XQRUgaQi]ed fUeedRP? IV
caUU\iQg chaRV ZiWhiQ RQeVelf VXɽcieQW WR giYe biUWh WR a VWaU? DReV
WhiV QRW PeaQ WhaW dail\ life haUbRXUV Whe ViWe, if QRW Whe cRQWeQW, Rf
a cUeaWiRQ Zhich WUaQVfRUPV iW, aQd iV WR be accRPSliVhed? BXW
SRVVibiliW\ dReV QRW beWRkeQ UealiW\.

HeQce Whe VWURQg Qeed WR bUeak XS dail\ life, WR gR Rʃ elVeZheUe,
iQ deedV aQd QRW RQl\ iQ ZRUdV: WUaYel, WRXUiVP, caUaYaQQiQg,
eVcaSiVP, dUXgV aQd SickiQg SeRSle XS (Whe hiSSie PRYePeQW), Whe
diVdaiQfXl aWWiWXdeV Rf WhRVe ZhR WhiQk Whe ZRUld iV WR be chaQged
WhURXgh cRQWePSW. HeQce, alVR, Whe faVciQaWiRQ eYiQced b\ eQdleVV
diVcXVViRQ Rf Whe life Rf WhRVe cRPPRQl\ WhRXghW WR WUaQVceQd dail\
life: Ol\PSiaQV, VWaUV, chaPSiRQV, PilliRQaiUeV, SRliWical leadeUV. AQd
iWV RSSRViWe: UeadeUV aQd VSecWaWRUV WheQ haYe Whe VaWiVfacWiRQ Rf



diVcRYeUiQg WhaW WheVe SeRSle liYe like eYeU\RQe elVe; WhaW Whe\ VXʃeU
fURP ideQWical illQeVVeV aQd Whe VaPe WZiVWV Rf faWe. EYeU\da\ life iV
RbVeVVed b\ ZhaW iW SeUceiYeV abRYe iW, aQd Ueadil\ aWWUibXWeV QRQ-
eYeU\da\QeVV WR iW. ThURXgh a faPiliaU eʃecW, WhiV iQdXceV a QeZ
degeQeUaWiRQ iQ dail\ life: aW Whe e[WUePe, Whe VRliWaU\ ZhR dUeaPV
Rf iQWeUacWiRQ, RQeQeVV, cURZdV. All WhiV haV beeQ Vaid PaQ\ WiPeV,
bXW XVXall\ fURP a PRUaliVWic VWaQdSRiQW ² Zhich iV diʃeUeQW fURP
Whe aWWePSW WR ViWXaWe VXch faVciQaWiRQ, aV Zell aV iWV cRPSeQVaWiRQV,
iQ dail\ life b\ dePRQVWUaWiQg iWV aPbigXiW\ aQd ZiVdRP, aUWiɹciall\
cRPSlicaWed WR Whe SRiQW Rf deliUiXP.

While Ze PXVW call XSRQ fUagPeQWed diVciSliQeV aQd VcieQceV VXch
aV SV\chRlRg\, hiVWRU\, VRciRlRg\ aQd VR RQ, WR elXcidaWe eYeU\da\
diVcRXUVe, aQd UeSlace iW ZiWh a cRQceSWXal laQgXage WhaW PakeV Whe
WUaQViWiRQ fURP Whe e[SeUieQWial WR Whe cRQceSWXal, iW ZRXld QRW
aSSeaU iPSeUaWiYe WR decRQVWUXcW WhiV eYeU\da\ diVcRXUVe iQ RUdeU WR
cRQVWUXcW aQ adeTXaWe We[W. WhaW ZRXld WhaW be? WUiWWeQ?
MXlWidiPeQViRQal? WRXld iW bUiQg WR lighW UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV WhaW
UePaiQ iPSliciW? The XQdeUl\iQg aQd Whe laWeQW? The deSWh Rf liYed
e[SeUieQce? NR dRXbW. BXW dR Ze Qeed WR iQYeQW a jaUgRQ? AQd Zh\
iQYeQW ZRUdV? The UelaWiRQ beWZeeQ eYeU\da\ diVcRXUVe aQd Whe
diVcRXUVe Rf a kQRZledge Rf dail\ life UeVePbleV Whe UelaWiRQ
beWZeeQ Whe laQgXage Rf Whe WheaWUe aQd RUdiQaU\ laQgXage: Whe
VaPe, bXW diʃeUeQW ² Whe VaPe, iQ aQRWheU VW\le.

TheVe iQcXUViRQV iQWR aQd e[cXUViRQV aURXQd eYeU\da\ diVcRXUVe
dR QRW e[haXVW iW. FaU fURP iW. The\ haYe ViPSl\ ViWXaWed iW. TR
SURceed ZiWh Whe aQal\ViV Rf cRQWiQXiW\ iQ dail\ life, PXVW Ze
eQWeUWaiQ Whe h\SRWheViV Rf a laWeQW diVcRXUVe ZiWh SV\chRaQal\VWV?
YeV aQd QR. YeV, iQ Whe VeQVe WhaW iWV elXcidaWiRQ iQYRlYeV PakiQg iW
e[SliciW, XQfRldiQg RU RSeQiQg RXW ZhaW iV fRXQd QRW belRZ
diVcRXUVe, bXW iQ iW ² begiQQiQg ZiWh Whe laQgXage Rf cRPPRdiWieV
aQd Whe gUadXal e[WeQViRQ Rf eTXiYaleQWV. NR, iQ Whe VeQVe WhaW WheUe
aUe QR gURXQdV fRU SRViWiQg a kiQd Rf P\VWeUiRXV VXbVWaQce ² Whe
XQcRQVciRXV ² fURP Zhich diVcRXUVe iVVXeV Zhile diVclRViQg aQd
YeiliQg iW. The eYeU\da\ cRQWeQW Rf Whe diVcXUViYe fRUP iV
ViPXlWaQeRXVl\ aQd iQVeSaUabl\ iQdiYidXal aQd VRcial: Whe VRcial iV
Whe cRQWeQW Rf Whe iQdiYidXal, iQYaUiabl\ XQUecRgQi]ed aV VXch; aQd



Yice YeUVa. The elXcidaWiRQ Rf eYeU\da\ diVcRXUVe bUiQgV WheP RXW Rf
RQe aQRWheU aQd WheiU PXWXal iQcRPSUeheQViRQ. PURYidiQg, WhaW iV, iW
e[WeQdV WR eYeU\da\ eWhicV aQd aeVWheWicV, Zhich e[iVW, if RQl\ iQ Whe
fRUP Rf deQRWaWiRQ ² WhaW iV, ViPSliVWic PeWaShRUV aQd UheWRUic: ¶HRZ
Xgl\¬ «¬ BXW iVQ·W iW dUeadfXl!« NRZ WhaW ² WhaW·V Qice, WhaW·V
beaXWifXl. I like WhaW¬«·.

ShRXld Ze adRSW fURP VRciRlRg\ Whe h\SRWheViV WhaW WheUe aUe
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV Zhich aUe VSeciɹc WR a VRcieW\, aQd SaVV RYeU iQWR
eYeU\da\ diVcRXUVe? YeV aQd QR. SXch UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV e[iVW, bXW Whe\
deUiYe jXVW aV PXch fURP iQdiYidXalV aQd WheiU iQQeU deSWhV aV fURP
VRcieW\ aV VXch, iQ a SURceVV Rf cRQVWaQW iQWeUacWiRQ aQd cRQjXQcWiRQ.
CRQWUaU\ WR ZhaW VRciRlRgiVWV (Whe DXUkheiPiaQ VchRRl) haYe
iPagiQed, UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV aUe QRW e[WeUQal WR iQdiYidXalV. ShRXld Ze
UeWaiQ Whe idea Rf aQ eYRlXWiRQaU\ SURceVV, a fRUPaWiRQ, fURP
hiVWRU\? CeUWaiQl\, bXW QRW iQ Whe VeQVe Rf a hiVWRUical WiPe: Ze aUe
dealiQg ZiWh a ViPXlWaQeRXVl\ VXbjecWiYe aQd RbjecWiYe WiPe ² a
VXbjecWiYe WiPe cUeaWed aQd PeaVXUed b\ Whe RXWVide iQ aQ
XQUePiWWiQg cRQfURQWaWiRQ. FiQall\, VhRXld Ze diVWUXVW SV\chRlRg\ RU
dUaZ iQVSiUaWiRQ fURP iW? BRWh! PV\chRlRgiVWV geQeUall\ SXW WheiU
WUXVW iQ SV\chic ¶facWV·. YeW eYeU\da\ diVcRXUVe aQd Whe dail\ life Rf
diVcRXUVe iQYRlYe aQ igQRUaQce Rf WheiU RZQ cRQdiWiRQV.
NeYeUWheleVV, WheVe cRQdiWiRQV aUe iQ WheP, aSSeaU iQ WheP: Whe\
ViPSl\ Qeed WR be bURXghW RXW.

EYeU\da\ diVcRXUVe SeUfRUPV aQ iPSRUWaQW fXQcWiRQ: WUaQVlaWiQg
iQWR RUdiQaU\ laQgXage ² WhaW iV WR Va\, decRdiQg iQ aQ acceVVible
fRUP ² Whe VigQ V\VWePV aQd diʃeUeQW cRdeV ePSlR\ed iQ a VRcieW\,
fURP Slace VigQV WR cRdeV Rf cRXUWeV\ aQd gRRd PaQQeUV, WR Whe PRUe
RU leVV VecUeW cRdeV Rf Whe bXUeaXcUac\. UQbekQRZQ WR iWVelf,
eYeU\da\ diVcRXUVe SeUfRUPV WhiV cRQWiQXRXV, iQdiVSeQVable labRXU.
OQ Whe RWheU haQd, iW iV WUXe WhaW WhiV diVcRXUVe VeUYeV aV a Yehicle
fRU UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV; iW cRQViVWV iQ a ɻRZ Rf UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV. Each
ZRUd eQWailV a VXcceVViRQ Rf ZRUdV, aWWached aV ¶cRQQRWaWiRQV· WR
liWeUal deQRWaWiRQ. PeRSle aUe RQl\ WRR Uead\ WR belieYe WhaW dail\ life
XVeV RQl\ Whe deQRWaWiYe: a caW iV a caW. IQ facW, cRQQRWaWiRQV abRXQd
aQd RYeUUXQ deQRWaWiRQ, Zhich dReV QRW PeaQ WhaW WheUe iV a
cRdiɹed UheWRUic Rf dail\ life. BXW iQ a SaUWicXlaU gURXS RU PilieX,



ZhaW iV cRQQRWed iV VR heaYil\ VWUeVVed WhaW iW iV UedXced WR Whe UaQk
Rf deQRWaWiRQ. ThiV iV hRZ eYalXaWiRQ, Zhich iV PRVW RfWeQ PRUal bXW
VRPeWiPeV aeVWheWic, ZRUkV iQ dail\ life. WhaW cRPPRQ VeQVe
UegaUdV aV bad RU Xgl\ iV WhXV e[SUeVVed iQ dePRQVWUaWiYe WeUPV,
Zhich iQdicaWe Whe WhiQg aV if Whe\ ZeUe SRiQWiQg WR iW: ¶ThaW·V
ghaVWl\¬«·.

CaQ Ze Walk iQ WeUPV Rf a s\sWem Rf UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV WhaW iV iQheUeQW
iQ dail\ life? ThiV TXeVWiRQ haV beeQ e[aPiQed elVeZheUe.2 IQ bUief,
Whe aQVZeU iV \eV aQd QR. ReSUeVeQWaWiRQV aUe diVSlaced aQd
VXbVWiWXWed fRU RQe aQRWheU. AccRUdiQgl\, iW iV diɽcXlW WR claVVif\
WheP iQWR V\VWePV ² all Whe PRUe VR ViQce Whe\ cRQWaiQ PXlWiSle
cRQWUadicWiRQV. The\ aUe QeXWUali]ed RU VWUeQgWheQed: iQ Whe laWWeU
eYeQWXaliW\, Whe\ VRPeWiPeV cRQglRPeUaWe iQWR cRUeV, VWURQg SRiQWV.
The\ iQYRlYe PRUe RU leVV SRZeUfXl YalXeV WhaW VWUiYe WR
SUedRPiQaWe aQd iPSRVe a ceUWaiQ cRheUeQce. IQ WhiV Za\, Whe\
fXUQiVh PaWeUialV aQd caVeV fRU ShilRVRShical aQd ideRlRgical
V\VWePV, WR Zhich Whe\ VRPeWiPeV aSSUR[iPaWe. TeQdeQcieV WRZaUdV
dRgPaWiVP aUe QRW fRUeigQ WR dail\ e[iVWeQce. ThiV iV hRZ SUacWical
aQd UeSUeVeQWaWiYe UaWiRQaliW\ fXQcWiRQV iQ Whe PRdeUQ ZRUld. If
WheUe iV a V\VWeP, iW deUiYeV fURP eiWheU SRViWiYe kQRZledge, RU
SRliWical SRZeU aQd iWV iQɻXeQce, RU bRWh; iW ZRXld VeeP WhaW
V\VWePV deUiYe QRW fURP UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV aV VXch, bXW fURP WheiU
PeWhRdical elabRUaWiRQ. NeYeUWheleVV, UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV, aV
iQVWUXPeQWV Rf cRPPXQicaWiRQ, caQ be SUacWicall\ elabRUaWed iQ
V\VWePV WhaW aUe iQVcUibed iQ ¶UealiW\· ² fRU e[aPSle, iQ aUchiWecWXUe.

A kiQd Rf YeQeUable MaQichaeaQiVP iV VWill ZiWh XV, aQd WeQdV WR
cU\VWalli]e iQWR a V\VWeP iQ dail\ life. The Rld SaUadigP ¶fUieQdV aQd
eQePieV ² QeighbRXU aQd VWUaQgeU ² SXUe aQd iPSXUe ² lighW aQd
daUkQeVV ² gRRd aQd eYil¬ «· cRQWiQXeV WR gRYeUQ PXch diVcRXUVe
aQd iQVSiUe PXch acWiRQ. OQ PaQ\ RccaViRQV, iW haV eYeQ beeQ
e[WeQded: VRcialiVP aQd MaU[iVP aUe VXSSRVedl\ eQePieV, daUk
fRUceV, iPSXUiW\, eYil aQd calaPiW\.

USRQ aQal\ViV, ceUWaiQ VWaQdaUd UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV cRQWaiQed iQ
diVcRXUVe WXUQ RXW WR be highl\ cRPSle[, eYeQ SaUadR[ical. IQ dail\
life, Whe\ aUe acceSWed ZiWhRXW aQ\ diɽcXlW\. FRU e[aPSle, deaWh-iQ-
life, ZiWh iWV RSSRViWe: liYiQg deaWh. The dead VXUYiYe iQ



ShRWRgUaShic dRcXPeQWV; SeRSle UecRgQi]e WheP; Whe abVeQW
becRPeV SUeVeQW RQce agaiQ, aQd SeRSle aUe PRYed. OQe VhRXld QRW
VSeak ill Rf Whe dead. The\ aUe UefeUUed WR iQ ZRUdV WhaW ideQWif\
WheP ZiWh PiVfRUWXQe, QRW QRWhiQgQeVV: ¶M\ SRRU faWheU¬«·. A YiViW
WR Whe cePeWeU\ ZiWh ɻRZeUV RQ All SaiQWV· Da\ UeaZakeQV Whe dead
b\ giYiQg life WR PePRU\. AV fRU deaWh-iQ-life, a PRUe e[SliciW
aQal\ViV PighW eYRke dead gRdV ZhR cRPe back WR life, Whe heUReV
aQd kiQgV ZhR UeaSSeaU iQ hiVWRU\ aQd Whe WheaWUe. EYeU\RQe
XQdeUVWaQdV ghRVW VWRUieV. ThaW iV WR Va\, deaWh-iQ-life iV Whe gUeaW
SUeVeQce²abVeQce iQ Whe PRVW eleYaWed ZRUkV aQd dail\ life alike. IV
WhiV QRW Whe ɹgXUe, iWV VWUaQgeQeVV VRfWeQed b\ faPiliaUiW\, Zhich
fRUPV Whe liQk beWZeeQ eYeU\da\ life aQd gUeaW ZRUkV?

A VWUiQg Rf UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ Whe liYiQg aQd Whe dead iV WhXV
ZRYeQ iQWR Whe heaUW Rf eYeU\da\ life. The ShRWRgUaSh aQd Whe PaVk
keeS WheVe UelaWiRQV aliYe. The PaVk, Whe UeSlica WhaW cliQgV WR Whe
VkiQ, iV clRVel\ UelaWed WR Whe abVRlXWe RWheU, Whe deceaVed. IW
UeiQcaUQaWeV hiP, WUaQVfRUPiQg Whe RQe ZhR ZeaUV iW iQWR RQe Rf Whe
liYiQg dead. PaUadR[icall\, WhiV SURdXceV a PRPeQW Rf feVWiYal, fRU
deaWh iV RYeUcRPe. ThiV feVWiYal VhaWWeUV dail\ life ² RU, UaWheU,
e[WeQdV iW b\ PagQif\iQg iW ² ZheUeaV Whe ShRWRgUaSh aQd Whe iPage
(Whe SRUWUaiW) helS WR VhRUe XS iWV cRQWiQXiW\.

CRXld Ze QRW Va\ Whe VaPe Rf UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV aV Rf SRZeU? The
VRYeUeigQ haV alZa\V beeQ UegaUded aV iPPRUWal: VRQ Rf Whe gRdV,
hiV deaWh iPPRUWali]eV hiP. He iV SUiQce, kiQg, ePSeURU fRU life aQd
be\RQd, becaXVe he iV clRVe WR Whe LRUd aQd Whe eWeUQal FaWheU. ThXV,
aPRQg Whe aWWUibXWeV Rf SRZeU ZaV iPPRUWaliW\, ViPXlaWed b\
ePbalPiQg aQd PRQXPeQWal WRPbV, aQd fRVWeUed RQ a dail\ baViV b\
cRPPePRUaWiYe ceUePRQieV. EYeU\RQe XQdeUVWaQdV iW ZiWhiQ
eYeU\da\ life. The hRQeVW\ aQd ɹdeliW\ Rf ¶VXbjecWV· aUe UegiVWeUed b\
Whe facW WhaW Whe\ kQRZ WhePVelYeV WR be PRUWal. BXW Whe\, WRR, caQ
VRPeWiPeV dePaQd WheiU VhaUe Rf iPPRUWaliW\, WhURXgh SURSeUW\ aQd
iQheUiWaQce, PePeQWReV, Whe cePeWeU\ aQd a SlRW iQ Whe cePeWeU\.
We kQRZ WhaW iQ Eg\SW UeYRlWV ZeUe VWaged WR dePRcUaWi]e Whe
iPPRUWaliW\ Rf Whe ShaUaRhV. MRdeUQ cePeWeUieV aWWeVW WR aQ
aQalRgRXV dePRcUaWi]aWiRQ.



DeVSiWe Whe bi]aUUe aVSecWV UXQQiQg WhURXgh iW, eYeU\da\ diVcRXUVe
iV geQeUall\ cleaU. Wh\? BecaXVe UedXQdaQc\ ² WhaW iV WR Va\,
UeSeWiWiRQ ² iV Whe baViV Rf iQWelligibiliW\. IQfRUPaWiRQ WheRU\ WeacheV
WhaW UedXQdaQc\ iV PeaVXUed like iQfRUPaWiRQ iWVelf, ViQce Whe\ aUe
iQYeUVe TXaQWiWieV: R = 1/1. TheUe iV iQfRUPaWiRQ RQl\ if WheUe iV QR
VheeU UeSeWiWiRQ. HRZeYeU, SXUe iQfRUPaWiRQ ² a WRWal VXUSUiVe aQd
aQ XWWeU diVRUdeUiQg Rf Whe elePeQWV Rf Whe cRde, RU a highl\ XQlikel\
cRPbiQaWiRQ ² ZRXld be XQiQWelligible. ThiV RccXUV iQ VcUeaPV,
VRbbiQg, Zhich aUe XlWiPaWel\ iQaUWicXlaWe. CRQVeTXeQWl\, iW iV Whe
PXQdaQiW\ Rf eYeU\da\ diVcRXUVe WhaW PakeV fRU iWV iQWelligibiliW\. IW
iV PaiQWaiQed iQ UedXQdaQc\: baQaliWieV aQd cRPPRQSlaceV.

EYeU\da\ diVcRXUVe cRQViVWV iQ VSRkeQ ZRUdV; YRiceV ePiW iW. IW iV
ZUiWWeQ badl\. WheQ liWeUaU\ diVcRXUVe VeePV WR aSSUR[iPaWe WR iW, iW
iV iQ facW WUaQVcUibed aQd WUaQVfRUPed b\ beiQg WUaQVSRVed. IQ
eYeU\da\ diVcRXUVe, aV RSSRVed WR liWeUaU\ ZUiWiQgV, Whe deQRWaWiYe
SUedRPiQaWeV. ThiV dReV QRW cRQWUadicW aQ eaUlieU aQal\ViV:
cRQQRWaWiRQV feaWXUe iQ dail\ life RQl\ ZheQ Whe\ aUe UedXced WR Whe
deQRWaWiYe, iPPediaWel\ liQked aV YalXeV aQd iPSliciW eYalXaWiRQV WR
Whe ZRUdV XVed aQd RbjecWV UefeUUed WR. ThiV iPSRYeUiVheV \eW
claUiɹeV Whe diVcRXUVe, giYiQg iW Whe aSSeaUaQce Rf a chaiQ Rf
VigQiɹeUV VXch WhaW iW caQ be fRllRZed, Uecalled, eYeQ iQYeUWed. IQ
dail\ life, WiPe aQd diVcRXUVe, eYeU\WhiQg, seems UeYeUVible, XQlike
hiVWRUical WiPe aQd QaWXUal WiPe, aV Zell aV VXbjecWiYe dXUaWiRQ.
Dail\ life aQd iWV diVcRXUVe WeQd WR be iQVWalled iQ a VSace WhaW haV
SUiRUiW\ RYeU WePSRUaliW\. A (VeePiQg) ViPXlWaQeiW\ RbWaiQV. ThiV
VeWV WUaSV fRU PePRU\ aQd WhRXghW alike. The eTXiYaleQce
¶iQWelligibiliW\²UedXQdaQc\· iV QRW XQiPSRUWaQW iQ eVWabliVhiQg dail\
life, RU iQ Whe dRPiQaWiRQ Rf Whe liQeaU RYeU Whe c\clical, eYeQ WhRXgh
Whe laWWeU SeUViVWV iQ Whe alWeUQaWiRQ Rf da\ aQd QighW, hXQgeU aQd
VaWiaWiRQ, gRiQg WR VleeS aQd ZakiQg XS, aQd VR RQ. ObYiRXVl\, Whe
iQWelligibiliW\ Rf dail\ life UePaiQV ¶VXSeUɹcial·. MXch PRUe WhaQ
WhaW: iW cRQVWiWXWeV Whe VXUface VkiPPed b\ UeɻecWiRQ, Whe fake
PiUURU VhaWWeUed b\ WhRXghW. The VXUface deWeUPiQeV deSWh aQd
heighW alike.

ThiV SUedRPiQaQce aQd eTXiYaleQce aVViPilaWe dail\ life aQd iWV
diVcRXUVe WR lRgic aQd lRgiVWicV. Dail\ life UeTXiUeV XV WR be lRgical;



RWheUZiVe, Ze aUe accXVed Rf iQcRQViVWeQc\. MRVW Rf Whe VWaWePeQWV
Pade iQ WhiV diVcRXUVe cRQWaiQ a VXbjecW aQd a SUedicaWe liQked b\
Whe cRSXla. ThiV cRSXla, ZhRVe fXQcWiRQ aQd PeaQiQg SRVe VR PaQ\
SURblePV fRU ShilRVRSheUV, SRVeV QRQe fRU iQWeUlRcXWRUV iQ dail\ life.
¶The Wable iV diUW\·, ¶Whe VRXS iV ValW\·, ¶Whe HRRYeU iV bXVW·, aQd VR
RQ. ThiV lRgical lack Rf iPagiQaWiRQ VeePV WR e[clXde aQ\ dialecWic.
YeW eYeU\da\ diVcRXUVe dReV QRW e[clXde SURYRcaWiRQV, challeQgeV,
aUgXPeQWaWiYeQeVV, UeWRUWV, aQd cRQVeTXeQWl\ iQVRleQce, VRShiVWU\,
eYeQ eUiVWicV, aQd VR RQ. ThiV UeiQWURdXceV iQWR iW VRPeWhiQg WhaW iV
QRW UedXcible WR lRgic.

S\PbRlV aQd PeWaShRUV abRXQd aQd SURlifeUaWe iQ cRPPRQSlace
UePaUkV aQd iQfRUPaliW\: ¶IW·V cleaU·, ¶iW·V QRW cleaU·, ¶he·V dRiQg Pe a
faYRXU·, ¶Whe chilliQeVV Rf WhiV UeceSWiRQ·, ¶he SaUWed RQ YeU\ cRld
WeUPV·, ¶he Pade VRPe ZaUP UePaUkV·, aQd VR RQ. TheVe baVic
V\PbRlV aUe ɻaWWeQed RXW iQ Whe SURVe Rf eYeU\da\ life, ZheUeaV QRQ-
TXRWidiaQ diVcRXUVeV ² Rf liWeUaWXUe, Whe WheaWUe RU SReWU\ ² UeYiYe
aQd aPSlif\ WheP. Dail\ life ZRXld be UedXced WR iWV UeYeUVible
cRQWiQXiW\ ZeUe WhiV RQe-diPeQViRQaliW\ QRW cRQWiQXall\ iQWeUUXSWed,
PakiQg Za\ fRU dUeaPV, da\dUeaPV, faQWaVieV ² eYeU\WhiQg WhaW iV
called ¶Whe iPagiQaU\· ² bXW abRYe all fRU Whe ¶VceQeV· Zhich, aV Ze
kQRZ, SXUge iW WhURXgh a UXdiPeQWaU\ caWhaUViV ² UaWheU aV claVVical
cUiVeV SXUged Whe ecRQRP\ Rf VXUSlXV facWRUV.

IQ Whe cRXUVe Rf WheiU diVSlacePeQW aQd cRQɻicWXal UelaWiRQV,
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV cRllide aQd claVh. The\ aUe WhXV SXW WR Whe WeVW iQ
dail\ life. While RQe adPaQ aVVRciaWeV healWh ZiWh Whe
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ Rf a SRW Rf \RghXUW, aQRWheU, SURPRWiQg fRU a
diʃeUeQW bUaQd, Zill liQk Whe VaPe iPage ZiWh ¶YelYeW\ VPRRWhQeVV·.
WhR Zill decide beWZeeQ WheP? CRQVXPeUV. AlWhRXgh Whe\ aUe
PaQiSXlaWed, Whe\ VWill haYe a VPall PaUgiQ Rf fUeedRP: Whe\ Zill
chRRVe. ¶ChRRViQg· iV UeSUeVeQWed iQ dail\ life aV a YalXe WhaW
PaQiSXlaWiRQ dReV QRW deVWUR\, bXW e[alWV. IW PighW be WhaW RQe Rf
Whe WZR UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV ciWed abRYe VXcceedV, RU failV. The VaPe
gReV fRU SRliWical UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV: UiYal caQdidaWeV fRU SRZeU ɹghW
Yia Whe iQWeUPediaU\ Rf WheiU UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV ² iQ RWheU ZRUdV, WheiU
¶bUaQd iPageV· aV deYelRSed b\ VSecialiVWV iQ SRliWical PaUkeWiQg.



MaQiSXlaWiYe aQd PaQiSXlaWed UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV Pake iW SRVVible WR
diVcRQQecW iQ dail\ life ZhaW iV liQked aQd VhRXld UePaiQ VR; aQd WR
cRQfXVe ZhaW VhRXld UePaiQ diVWiQcW. ThiV eʃecW deUiYeV fURP Whe
facW WhaW RUdiQaU\ UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV RbVcXUe ZhaW iV UeSUeVeQWed,
becRPe Pi[ed XS RU VeSaUaWed, deSeQdiQg RQ Whe iQWeQWiRQ Rf Whe
PaQiSXlaWRU. IW haV beeQ SRVVible clRVel\ WR WUack Whe eʃecWV Rf VXch
PaQiSXlaWiRQ iQ XUbaQ TXeVWiRQV: Whe Za\ iQ Zhich Whe
fUagPeQWaWiRQ Rf Whe XUbaQ, bUeakV aQd UXSWXUeV, Whe VeSaUaWiRQ Rf
fXQcWiRQV WhaW ZeUe RQce SeUfRUPed iQ XQiWaU\ faVhiRQ iQ hiVWRUical
VSace, haYe beeQ Pade acceSWable; RU Whe Za\ iQ Zhich a cRQfXViRQ
beWZeeQ Whe RUdeU Rf eVWabliVhed SRZeU aQd Whe RUdeU Rf dail\ life
haV beeQ SeUSeWXaWed.

IQ dail\ life aV a lRWWeU\, Whe acWRU-Sla\eU bXdgeV RQl\ iQ ZageUiQg
RQ hiV lXck aQd bad lXck: he Zill achieYe VRPe SaUWicXlaU gRal RU
UeVXlW WhURXgh PRckeU\, cRXUWeV\, chaUP, iURQ\, aQd VR RQ. He
alZa\V haV aQ RbjecWiYe. BXW ZhaW iV Ueall\ aW VWake iV RQl\ UaUel\
UeSUeVeQWed ² aQd WheQ badl\. DXUiQg Whe acWiRQ aQd diVcRXUVe, iW
geQeUall\ UePaiQV XQVeeQ: ZhaW iV gRiQg WR haSSeQ? WhaW iV gRiQg
WR ePeUge? DefeaW RU YicWRU\? UQleVV ZhaW iV iQYRlYed iV a VSeciɹc
gaPble, a VeWWled beW. TheQ \RX Slace \RXU VWake RQ Whe Wable aQd
Whe gaPe cRPPeQceV. Dail\ life? IW iV QRZ VXVSeQded, if QRW
UXSWXUed. The UelaWiRQ beWZeeQ Sla\ aQd dail\ life iV a cRQɻicWXal
RQe. YeW Whe gaPe dReV QRW VXcceed iQ YaQTXiVhiQg Whe eYeU\da\; iW
UePaiQV a PRPeQW.

6 On Vulgarity

VXlgaUiW\ iV haUd WR deɹQe. BXW ZhR caQ deQ\ iWV ¶UealiW\·, eVSeciall\
iQaVPXch aV iW cRQViVWV iQ a ceUWaiQ Za\ Rf beiQg ¶Ueal· aQd
XQdeUVWaQdiQg Whe ¶Ueal·? IW iV XVXall\ cRQWUaVWed ZiWh reɹnemenW; \eW
WhiV diVWiQcWiRQ belRQgV WR Whe UealPV Rf YXlgaUiW\. NRWhiQg iV PRUe
YXlgaU WhaQ UeɹQePeQW aQd Whe deViUe WR diVWiQgXiVh RQeVelf (WR be
diVWiQgXiVhed). AQ eWhical-aeVWheWic YalXe jXdgePeQW, a VRciRlRgical
facW, YXlgaUiW\ deUiYeV QRW fURP Whe SRSXlaU chaUacWeU Rf geVWXUeV
aQd ZRUdV, bXW fURP Whe dail\ life VecUeWed aQd RUdaiQed b\ Whe



Piddle claVVeV: a ceUWaiQ ¶UealiVP· abRXW PRQe\, clRWheV, behaYiRXU
aQd gUaWiɹcaWiRQ ² a UealiVP WhaW iV SaUaded aQd iPSRVed ² fRUPV
SaUW Rf Whe ¶YXlgaU·. Dail\ life iV cRQɹQed WR ZhaW iV; iW diVSeQVeV
ZiWh aQ\ hRUi]RQ, aQ\ UeVRQaQce; iW cRQgUaWXlaWeV iWVelf RQ iWV liPiWV
aQd eQclRVeV iWVelf iQ WheP. IW ɻaXQWV QeedV, WheiU RbjecWV aQd WheiU
VaWiVfacWiRQ. ThiV iV iWV ¶behaYiRXU·, a Ueɻe[ aQd Velf-cRQWeQWed
cRQdiWiRQiQg, a Za\ Rf behaYiQg, Zhich e[WeQdV WR life iQ iWV eQWiUeW\
aQd WaiQWV iW ZiWh iWV WRQaliW\ ² YXlgaUiW\. ThiV caVWV VXVSiciRQ RQ aQ\
UXSWXUe, SURhibiWiQg iW, UXliQg RXW aQ\ alWeUaWiRQ b\ ideQWif\iQg ¶ZhaW
iV· ZiWh gRRd VeQVe aQd ZiVdRP. DXll UealiVP, Zhich iV YXlgaU aQd
SURdXceV YXlgaUiW\, VWiɻeV eYeQ Whe VighV Rf Whe RSSUeVVed cUeaWXUe:
dUeaPV, aSSealV WR ZhaW iV diʃeUeQW aQd RWheU, Whe SURWeVWV Rf WhRVe
² ZRPeQ, childUeQ, deYiaQWV ² ZhR UeSUeVeQW iUUedXcible liYed
e[SeUieQce iQ dail\ life, dePaQdiQg ¶VRPeWhiQg diʃeUeQW·. The
e[WUaRUdiQaU\ WhaW SieUceV WhURXgh Whe RUdiQaU\, Whe e[WUa-TXRWidiaQ
WhaW WeQdV WR bUeak XS dail\ life (¶SaVViRQV·, dePaQdV WhaW Wake Whe
fRUP Rf SURhibiWiRQV aQd cXUVeV, iQWeUjecWiRQV aQd e[claPaWiRQV,
abXVe aQd iQVXlWV) ² WhiV YXlgaUiW\ UejecWV, deQ\iQg iWV e[iVWeQce,
UidicXliQg iW, UedXciQg iW WR Whe e[WeQW Rf deVWUR\iQg iW. IPSeUYiRXV,
iQYXlQeUable, iQacceVVible, Whe YXlgaU beiQg cUeaWeV a Vhell aURXQd
hiP, SURWecWiQg hiP fURP all bXW Whe PRVW cRPPRQSlace VXʃeUiQg.
FURP dail\ life YXlgaUiW\ UeWaiQV RQl\ Whe PXQdaQe. IW iV QRW
e[clXViYel\ aWWached WR diVcRXUVe, bXW WR VRPeWhiQg PRUe hiddeQ aQd
PRUe eVVeQWial. DReV QRW VaWiVfacWiRQ haYe a cXmXlaWiYe chaUacWeU?
NRW like SRViWiYe kQRZledge, bXW iQ aQ aQalRgRXV faVhiRQ?
SaWiVfacWiRQV aUe added: aV Whe\ aUe SURdXced aQd UeSURdXced, aV
Whe\ SURdXce aQd UeSURdXce WheiU RbjecWV, QeedV geQeUaWe Whe
deQViW\ Rf Whe YXlgaU. ThiV dReV QRW PeaQ WhaW aQ[ieW\, iPagiQaWiRQ
RU diVWUeVV ZUeVW Whe ¶VXbjecW· fURP YXlgaUiW\; VRPeRQe ZhR iV
¶fUXVWUaWed· caQ UePaiQ YXlgaU iQ WheiU cRQceUQV.

VXlgaUiW\ iV QRW cRQɹQed WR dail\ life aQd WhRVe ZhR fRcXV RQ
ZhaW iV WUiYial iQ iW. CeUWaiQ ¶UeɻecWiRQV· WhaW dR WheiU beVW WR SaVV fRU
WhRXghW aUe PaUUed b\ YXlgaUiW\, aQd beaU iWV VWaPS jXVW aV PXch aV
fRUPV Rf behaYiRXU URRWed iQ habiWV. The YXlgaUiW\ Rf Velf-VaWiVɹed
kQRZledge beaUV VRPe claVVic QaPeV, Zhich aSRlRgiaV fRU
VcieQWiɹciW\ aQd WechQiciW\ caXVe SeRSle WR fRUgeW: SUiggiVhQeVV,



SedaQWU\, SRQdeURXVQeVV. IQ WiPeV SaVW, SeRSle XVed WR call iW
¶PhiliVWiQiVP·, aQd SchXPaQQ ZURWe hiV ¶PaUch agaiQVW Whe
PhiliVWiQeV·. The eQRUPRXV aQd eQdXUiQg VXcceVV Rf SV\chRaQal\ViV
dReV QRW SUeYeQW UeɻecWiRQ ¶ceQWUed· RQ Ve[XaliW\ laSViQg iQWR
YXlgaUiW\; WheUe iV VRPeWhiQg SURfRXQdl\ YXlgaU abRXW Whe aWWeQWiRQ
Said WR ¶Ve[Xal PaWWeUV·, ¶Ve[Xal UelaWiRQV·, Ve[ iQ geQeUal RU
¶Ve[XaliW\·. TRda\, afWeU NieW]Vche, a dRcWUiQe PeUiWV VXSSRUW RQl\ if
iW SURSRVeV a QeZ (VXSeUiRU) W\Se Rf PaQ, VRcieW\, ciYili]aWiRQ. FUeXd
bURXghW WR laQgXage, cRQceSWV aQd WheRU\ a ¶UealiW\· WhaW had
hiWheUWR beeQ igQRUed, diVdaiQed, aQd eYeQ cXUVed (WhiV iV alZa\V
ZRUWh UecalliQg, WR aYRid PiVXQdeUVWaQdiQgV). FUeXd·V WhRXghW dReV
QRW laSVe iQWR YXlgaUiW\; bXW iW caQ lead WR iW. HeUe iQWellecWXal
cRaUVeQeVV cRiQcideV ZiWh VRcial cUXdiW\ ² Whe XQhaSS\ adRleVceQWV
ZhR aUe fRUeYeU WalkiQg abRXW Ve[, caVWiQg a VhaPefXl glaQce aW Whe
RWheU Ve[ aQd Whe Ve[ Rf RWheUV. ThiV ¶UealiW\· iV QRW iQ aQ\ dRXbW; QRU
aUe Whe dail\ SURblePV iW SRVeV (iWVelf). BXW a ¶UealiW\·, RU UaWheU
¶UealiVP·, Rf WhiV VRUW iV iQheUeQW iQ YXlgaUiW\. ShRXld QRW
WheRUi]aWiRQ Rf WhiV ¶UealiW\· be XQdeUVWRRd s\mpWomaWicall\, aV aQ
iQdicaWiRQ Rf Whe PalaiVe aʀicWiQg WeVWeUQ, JXdaeR-ChUiVWiaQ
VRcieW\? CaSiWaliVW aQd bRXUgeRiV VRcieW\? ScieQWiɹcR-WechQiciVW
VRcieW\? S\PSWRP aQd V\PbRl Rf a failXUe WhaW e[WeQdV faU be\RQd
Ve[XaliW\, caQ SV\chRaQal\ViV gXaUaQWee WhaW aQ acceSWable
eYeU\da\QeVV Zill be eVWabliVhed RQ Whe laQgXage aQd SRViWiYe
kQRZledge Rf Whe ¶XQcRQVciRXV·? IV iW QRW SUeciVel\ WhiV iPSliciW
SURPiVe, Zhich haV QeYeU beeQ fXlɹlled, WhiV failed SURShec\, WhaW
VeWV iQ WUaiQ Whe decliQe Rf WheRU\? SRPeWhiQg fURP Zhich YXlgaU
MaU[iVP iV RbYiRXVl\ QRW e[ePSW¬«

AUe Ze accRUdiQg ¶YXlgaUiW\· a ShilRVRShical VWaWXV heUe, aV SaUWUe
aWWePSWed ZiWh hiV SRUWUa\al Rf Whe ¶baVWaUd· RU Whe ¶ga]e Rf Whe
RWheU·? NRW e[acWl\. We aUe iQWURdXciQg iQWR Whe WheRU\ Rf dail\ life
ZhaW iV geQeUall\ UegaUded aV a VXbjecWiYe jXdgePeQW: YXlgaUiW\,
bRUedRP, PalaiVe. The VR-called VRcial RU hXPaQ ¶VcieQceV· dR QRW
Wake accRXQW Rf VXch WhiQgV. ThXV, bRUedRP dReV QRW e[iVW fRU
VRciRlRgiVWV aV a VRcial facW. The\ aUe ZURQg! AV fRU Whe PRYe fURP
PalaiVe WR ill-beiQg ShilRVRShicall\ cRQceiYed, WhaW iV a diʃeUeQW
RSeUaWiRQ.



NeiWheU MaU[ aQd ¶MaU[iVW· WhRXghW, QRU FUeXd, SV\chRlRg\ aQd
SV\chRaQal\ViV, eVcaSed Whe gUeaW illXViRQ Rf Whe QiQeWeeQWh ceQWXU\
aQd SaUW Rf Whe WZeQWieWh: Whe cRQfXViRQ beWZeeQ liYiQg aQd
kQRZiQg ² eYeQ iWV ideQWiɹcaWiRQ iQ Whe QaPe Rf Whe TUXWh. FURP
WhiV deceSWiYe YieZSRiQW, WR liYe iV WR kQRZ; WR leaUQ aQd kQRZ iV WR
liYe. The liYed aQd Whe cRQceiYed aUe ideQWiɹed. CRQfXVed ZiWh
¶beiQg·, ceQWUed RQ Whe ¶Ueal·, deɹQiQg aQd cRQVeTXeQWl\ PaVWeUiQg iW,
kQRZledge haV a ViPXlWaQeRXVl\ PeWhRdRlRgical, SUacWical aQd
RQWRlRgical SUiRUiW\. AccRUdiQg WR Whe CaUWeViaQ SUeceSW, VRcial,
SUacWical PaQ becRPeV Whe PaVWeU aQd SRVVeVVRU Rf NaWXUe WhURXgh
labRXU aQd kQRZledge: Whe SleQiWXde Rf hiV beiQg iV deɹQed iQ WhiV
Za\, aQd Ueali]ed. ThaW·V hRZ iW iV fRU MaU[. If I kQRZ ZhaW I feel
aQd e[SeUieQce, if I acceVV WhaW iQ ¶Pe· Zhich elXded P\ ¶kQRZledge·
aQd SXUVXed iWV cRXUVe RXWVide RU ZiWhRXW P\ cRQVciRXVQeVV, I cUeaWe
a VaWiVf\iQg, QRUPal ViWXaWiRQ: aVVXagePeQW aQd healWh. ThaW·V hRZ iW
iV fRU FUeXd. AV if kQRZledge SRVVeVVed Whe caSaciW\ QRW RQl\ WR
gUaVS Whe XQkQRZQ ¶RbjecW·, be iW QaWXUe RU Whe XQcRQVciRXV, bXW WR
Ueali]e Whe ¶VXbjecW·. The laWWeU ZRXld WhXV be cRQVWiWXWed b\ SRViWiYe
kQRZledge, liYed aV VXch.

A gRRd deal Rf ePSW\ diVcXVViRQ VWePV fURP WhiV aWWiWXde, Zhich
iQ SUacWice VliSV iQWR e[WUePe YXlgaUiW\. TheUe iV a YXlgaUiW\ SecXliaU
WR Whe VSecialiVW ZhR kQRZV ZhaW cRPeV ZiWhiQ hiV QaUURZ
cRPSeWeQce, bXW iV XQaZaUe Rf Whe ZRUld. TheUe iV alVR Whe YXlgaUiW\
Rf Whe WechQRcUaW, ZhR PeUel\ iPSURYeV hiV cXVWRPaU\ SeUfRUPaQce,
aQd iV cRQQecWed ZiWh RWheU dRPaiQV VRlel\ WhURXgh XWWeUl\
PXQdaQe cRPPRQSlaceV.

The aWWiWXde WhaW likeV WR WhiQk iWVelf UaWiRQal, SUiYilegiQg Whe
cRQceSWXal WR Whe e[WeQW Rf h\SRVWaWi]iQg iW, iQdXceV a liYel\
UeacWiRQ, Zhich UePaiQV face WR face ZiWh Whe WhiQg WhaW PRWiYaWeV iW:
feWiVhiVP Rf Whe abVXUd, a cXlW Rf iUUaWiRQaliW\. HeQce a lRRS aQd aQ
iPSUiVRQPeQW Rf WhRXghW.

HeQce, eTXall\, SURblePV ZiWhRXW aQVZeUV aQd iQcRQclXViYe
debaWeV, dXUiQg Zhich Whe debaVePeQW Rf WheRU\ iQWR YXlgaUiW\
cRQWiQXeV. Take MaU[iVWV: dR Whe VXSeUVWUXcWXUeV PeUel\ UeɻecW Whe
baVe? If Whe\ UeɻecW Whe baVe, hRZ caQ Whe\ acW, iQWeUYeQe,
eʃecWiYel\? WhaW iV Whe baVe? PURdXcWiYe fRUceV RU VRcial UelaWiRQV?



Which UelaWiRQV? Take FUeXdiaQV: dReV SV\chRaQal\ViV SRVVeVV
cRQceSWV? WhaW aUe Whe\? DReV SV\chRaQal\ViV aSSl\ WheVe cRQceSWV,
RU dReV Whe WUeaWPeQW Rf ¶SaWieQWV· fRllRZ a cRXUVe iQ Zhich cRQceSWV
aUe Rf QR SUacWical UeleYaQce? WheQce, if QRW fURP SRViWiYe
kQRZledge aQd Whe WUaQVfeUeQce, deUiYeV Whe aQal\VW·V SRZeU RYeU
Whe SaWieQW, a SRZeU WhaW iV iQ WheRU\ beQeɹcial? DReV WhiV SURceVV
RccXU aW Whe cRgQiWiYe leYel, RU ZiWhiQ Whe aʃecWV? AQd VR RQ.

SR Whe faWe Rf Whe ShilRVRShieV Rf SXUe kQRZledge haV QRW VSaUed
¶MaU[iVP·. ReYRlXWiRQ WhURXgh SRViWiYe kQRZledge, WUaQVPiWWed b\
Whe SRliWical SaUW\, bURXghW b\ iW WR Whe ZRUkiQg claVV from ZiWhoXW
(LeQiQ) ² WhiV UeYRlXWiRQ haV PiVcaUUied. The UeVXlW iV a ViWXaWiRQ
WhaW ZRXld aSSeaU faYRXUable WR QeiWheU Whe WheRU\, QRU Whe SRliWical
SaUW\, QRU Whe ZRUkiQg claVV; Whe laWWeU caQQRW cRQVWiWXWe iWVelf aV aQ
aXWonomoXs, Velf-deWeUPiQiQg ¶SRliWical VXbjecW· VRlel\ b\ PeaQV Rf
SRViWiYe kQRZledge (Rf Whe ecRQRPic, Rf iWV RZQ cRQdiWiRQ, eWc.).
HeQce Whe SaiQfXl YXlgari]aWion Rf MaU[iVW WhRXghW. We haYe ZaiWed
iQ YaiQ fRU Whe ¶ZRUkiQg claVV· ² Zhich, accRUdiQg WR MaU[, had QRW
\eW aWWaiQed Whe VWaWXV Rf ¶claVV· (fRU iWVelf) ² WR aVViPilaWe Whe
ViPSliɹed kQRZledge WhaW ZaV RʃeUed iW. ThiV kQRZledge UePaiQV
Whe SUeVeUYe, eYeQ Whe (cRllecWiYe) SURSeUW\, Rf QaUURZeU gURXSV WhaQ
Whe ¶claVV· ² Rf aQ eliWe VWUaWXP Rf SURfeVViRQalV, PePbeUV Rf Whe
¶SRliWical claVV·, liQked WR Whe aXWRQRPi]aWiRQ Rf SRliWical aQd VWaWe
aSSaUaWXVeV. ThiV ViWXaWiRQ iV iWVelf bRXQd XS ZiWh Whe
aXWRQRPi]aWiRQ Rf WechQiciW\.

The WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ Rf Whe VRcial WhURXgh aQd iQ SRViWiYe
kQRZledge eQdV XS iQ iWV RSSRViWe, ZiWh SRViWiYe kQRZledge
SURPXlgaWiQg iWV aXWRQRP\, WheUeb\ cRQVRlidaWiQg Whe e[iVWiQg RUdeU
WhaW iV kQRZQ aQd UecRgQi]ed aV VXch. Need Ze Uecall heUe WhaW Whe
cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life SURSRVed aQRWheU Za\: VWaUWiQg RXW fURP
acWXal e[SeUieQce, aQd elXcidaWiQg iW iQ RUdeU WR WUaQVfRUP iW ² aV
RSSRVed WR VWaUWiQg fURP Whe cRQceSWXal iQ RUdeU WR iPSRVe iW? AQd
ZiWhRXW diVSaUagiQg RU diVSeQViQg ZiWh Whe acWiYiW\ Rf kQRZledge¬«

7 On Various Corruptions



The \eaUV fRllRZiQg 1968 ZiWQeVVed a UeQeZal Rf dail\ life b\ Ve[
aQd Ve[XaliW\, Zhich SURYed illXVRU\ aQd UaSidl\ laSVed iQWR
YXlgaUiW\. ThiV ideRlRg\, Zhich did QRW WhiQk iW ZaV ideRlRgical, ZaV
¶VcieQWiɹcall\· jXVWiɹed b\ SV\chRaQal\ViV. IQ a cUXde UedXcWiRQ, Whe
ZaWchZRUd Rf a QeZ RUdeU ² changer la Yie ² ZaV QaUURZed dRZQ WR
Ve[Xal libeUaWiRQ, Zhich iWVelf WRRk VRPe cUXdel\ ViPSliVWic fRUPV:
fRU e[aPSle, Whe QegaWiRQ Rf aQ\ diʃeUeQce beWZeeQ Whe Ve[eV, Whe
aVViPilaWiRQ Rf Whe PaVcXliQe aQd Whe fePiQiQe, XQdiʃeUeQWiaWed, WR
Whe ¶XQiVe[·. IQ Whe eYeQW, iW ZaV iQ WheVe \eaUV WhaW Whe Ve[Xal
eQWeUed cRPSleWel\ iQWR Whe ZRUld Rf Whe cRPPRdiW\, aQd Ve[XaliW\
becaPe Whe VXSUePe cRPPRdiW\.

The cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life iQ QR Za\ e[clXded Ve[XaliW\, bXW iW
did QRW acceSW iWV YXlgaUi]aWiRQ. The XQdeUl\iQg SURjecW, dRXbWleVV
iQcRPSleWel\ fRUPXlaWed bXW iQheUeQW iQ Whe aSSURach, iQYRlYed Whe
SeUPeaWiRQ Rf Whe Ve[Xal iQWR eYeU\da\QeVV, bXW QRW aV cRPPRdiW\,
aV lRcali]ed, fXQcWiRQal Ve[XaliW\. The Ve[Xal ZaV WR be WUaQVfRUPed
iQ Whe SURceVV Rf WUaQVfRUPiQg dail\ life. IW ZaV WhXV a TXeVWiRQ Rf
EURV, QRW RUgaQV, aQd Rf celeVWial AShURdiWe, QRW Whe WeUUeVWUial
AShURdiWe, Whe VeQXV Rf Whe bURWhelV. ThiV iQ QR Za\ e[clXded
SleaVXUe, bXW iQclXded iW iQ a laUgeU SURjecW, iQ a higheU TXeVW (Zh\
deQ\ iW?). We VhRXld QRWe WhaW HeUbeUW MaUcXVe·V WhiQkiQg haV
VXʃeUed YXlgaUi]aWiRQ; he haV beeQ UeceiYed QRW aV a ShilRVRSheU Rf
cUeaWiYe EURV, bXW aV Whe WheRUeWiciaQ Rf a ¶SeUPiVViYe· VRcieW\
ZiWhRXW bRXQdaUieV RU YalXeV.

The ¶VSeciali]aWiRQ· Rf Whe Ve[Xal, Zhich accRPSaQieV
WechQRlRgical VSeciali]aWiRQ aQd SURdXcWiRQ fRU ¶geQeUali]ed·
e[chaQge, haV VeUiRXV, XQQRWiced cRQVeTXeQceV. The VeSaUaWiRQ
beWZeeQ VRcial SUacWice (UefeUUed WR aV ¶cXlWXUe·, bRXQd XS ZiWh Whe
abVWUacW chaUacWeU Rf Whe ZhRle VRcieW\) aQd QaWXUe e[WeQdV WR a
UXSWXUe beWZeeQ Ve[XaliW\ aQd UeSURdXcWiRQ. The gRal aQd SUacWical
RbjecWiYe aUe legiWiPaWe: WR allRZ lRYeUV WR e[SeUieQce SleaVXUe
ZiWhRXW falliQg iQWR Whe WUaS VeW fRU deViUe b\ ¶QaWXUe·. YeW WhiV
aWWiWXde iPSacWV XSRQ Whe lRW aQd VRcial VWaWXV Rf childhRRd. The
cRXSle WeQdV WR UejecW Whe child, Whe QaWXUal SURdXcW Rf cRXSliQg. The
VSecial child becRPeV aQ RbjecW Rf VSecialiVP: WheUe aUe QRZ child
SURfeVViRQalV ² edXcaWRUV, acWiYiW\ leadeUV, SaediaWUiciaQV, aQal\VWV



aQd SV\chRlRgiVWV. A UelaWiRQ WhaW ZaV SUeYiRXVl\ QRUPal aQd
QRUPali]iQg beWZeeQ geQeUaWiRQV aQd degUeeV Rf PaWXUaWiRQ,
beWZeeQ WiPe aQd life ² WhiV Rld UelaWiRQ iV VWUaiQed aQd cRllaSViQg.
SeSaUaWiRQ SUeYailV aQd e[WeQdV WR faPil\ life; iW eaWV aZa\ aW XQiW\
aQd UeSlaceV ZhaW ZaV RQce a PaWWeU Rf aQ RSeQ WRWaliW\ b\
fUagPeQWaWiRQ. BeWZeeQ e[ceVViYe hRliVP aQd PXWilaWiQg
diVjXQcWiRQV, WhiV VRcieW\ haV hiWheUWR PiVVed Whe URad WR UeQeZal,
iQɻecWiQg iW WRZaUdV a UePaUkable WRXch Rf YXlgaUiW\: childhRRd aQd
adRleVceQce aUe aVVeUWed bUXWall\; Whe\ aUe RSSUeVVed aQd Whe\ aUe
SUaiVed WR Whe VkieV; Whe\ aUe, fRU e[aPSle, XVed aV adYeUWiViQg aQd
PaUkeWiQg deYiceV. AV fRU adXlWV, ZhR SXVh childUeQ aQd adRleVceQWV
aZa\ iQWR aXWRQRP\, Whe\ becRPe cRaUVeU aV a UeVXlW, fRU ZaQW Rf a
liYed UelaWiRQ ZiWh Whe fXWXUe, Zhich iV VRciall\ aQd dail\
UeSUeVeQWed b\ diʃeUeQceV beWZeeQ Whe geQeUaWiRQV.

FRU Whe WiPe beiQg, Whe WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ Rf dail\ life b\ SReWic
acWiRQ aQd cUeaWiYe EURV haV WhXV likeZiVe failed iQ Whe face Rf Whe
SRZeU Rf cRPPRdiWieV, VXSSRUWed RQ RQe Vide b\ WechQiciW\ aQd
SRViWiYe kQRZledge, aQd RQ Whe RWheU b\ SRliWical SRZeU. Se[
cRQWiQXeV WR ViQk iQWR YXlgaUiW\; Ve[Xal PiVeU\ SeUViVWV deVSiWe Whe
YaVW liWeUaWXUe deYRWed WR Whe ¶YXlgaUi]aWiRQ· Rf ¶SURblePV·. MXVW Ze
WheUefRUe abaQdRQ Whe SURjecW ² WhaW iV WR Va\, Whe cRQceSWiRQ, gRiQg
back WR PlaWR, Rf deViUe WhaW cUeaWeV iQ beaXW\ aQd iQYRlYeV Velf-
WUaQVceQdeQce, aV RSSRVed WR beiQg YalRUi]ed aV deViUe aQd Whe
deViUe WR deViUe? NR ² eYeQ if Ze PXVW gUaQW WhaW iW iQYRlYeV a
diVWaQW hRUi]RQ Zhich iV SRVVibl\ XQaWWaiQable, aQ ideal, a XWRSia
eYeQ. TheUe iV QR TXeVWiRQ Rf abaQdRQiQg Whe WheViV WhaW Whe
iPSRVVible RUieQWaWeV Whe SRVVible, iQ life aV iQ WhRXghW, VR WhaW
dXUiQg Whe lRQg ZaiW fRU WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ, fUeedRP iQeYiWabl\ WakeV
Whe fRUP Rf WUaQVgUeVViRQ. While Whe bRXQdV SURhibiWiQg
WUaQVgUeVViRQ aUe UeiQfRUced, Zhile YaUiRXV ¶gUeaW ZallV· aUe UaiVed aW
Whe fURQWieUV RQ Zhich Whe libeUaWRUV fRXghW, Whe fXQdaPeQWal WheViV
RQ Whe iPSRVVible aQd Whe SRVVible VWill RbWaiQV. AQ eliWiVW
cRQceSWiRQ? NR aQd \eV. NR, iQ Whe VeQVe WhaW iW dReV QRW iPSXWe
YXlgaUiW\ WR ZhaW iV SRSXlaU. YeV, iQ Whe VeQVe WhaW iW diʃeUeQWiaWeV
beWZeeQ ZhaW haV YalXe aQd ZhaW dReV QRW; aQd beWZeeQ Whe



habiWable VXUface aQd Whe VZaPS\ deSWhV, aV Zell aV Whe iQacceVVible
heighWV.

8 Conservative Schemas

ReceiYed UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV aQd cRPPRQl\ XVed ZRUdV aUe iQVidiRXV
YehicleV fRU a PRUaliW\, aQ eWhicV aQd aQ aeVWheWicV WhaW aUe QRW
declaUed WR be VXch. CXVWRPV aQd VRcial habiWV VRPeWiPeV alWeU
ZiWhRXW WhRVe ZhR aUe aʃecWed UegiVWeUiQg Whe facW. IW Pa\ be WhaW
iQQRYaWiRQV, gUadXall\ acceSWed aQd YiUWXall\ XQQRWiced, cRQdXce WR
Whe iQeUWia RU cRUUXSWiRQ Rf dail\ life. HeUe iV aQ e[ePSlaU\ iQVWaQce,
alUead\ VigQalled elVeZheUe, Zhich iV ZRUWh VWUeVViQg giYeQ Whe
gUaYiW\ Rf iWV cRQVeTXeQceV: Whe VXbVWiWXWiRQ Rf Whe ¶XVeU·, ɹgXUe Rf
dail\ life, fRU Whe SRliWical ɹgXUe Rf Whe ¶ciWi]eQ·.

FRU a lRQg WiPe, UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV Rf Whe XVeU haYe beeQ WakiQg URRW
iQ iPageU\ aQd ideRlRg\, aV Zell aV eYeU\da\ cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd
SUacWice. AW Whe RXWVeW, WhiV VeePed WR be Whe e[SUeVViRQ Rf a SRZeU
Rf SURWeVW caSable Rf acWiQg iQ aQd RQ Whe eYeU\da\. IW VeePed
VXbYeUViYe Yis-j-Yis Whe PaQ\ VeUYiceV WhaW aUe e[WeUQal WR SURdXcWiYe
labRXU, aQd \eW iQdiVSeQVable fRU Whe SURdXcWiRQ aQd UeSURdXcWiRQ Rf
VRcial UelaWiRQV ² Yis-j-Yis ZhaW cRQVWiWXWeV Whe VRcial RUgaQi]aWiRQ Rf
Whe eYeU\da\: WUaQVSRUW aQd cRPPXQicaWiRQV, XUbaQ liYiQg
cRQdiWiRQV aQd UealiWieV, healWh, aQd VR RQ. FURP WhiV VWaQdSRiQW, Whe
XVeU ZaV gRiQg WR becRPe Whe eVVeQWial cRPSRQeQW Rf a fRUce aV
cRQVWUXcWiYe aV iW ZaV cUiWical, a fRUce WhaW ZaV UeVWRUiQg Whe XVe-
YalXe Zhich had becRPe VR VXbRUdiQaWe WR e[chaQge-YalXe aQd
e[chaQge WhaW iW ZaV QRWhiQg PRUe WhaQ WheiU SURS. IQ WhiV Za\, Whe
SUiRUiW\ Rf XVe RYeU e[chaQge, Whe cRPPRdiW\ aQd Whe PaUkeW ZaV WR
be RYeUZhelPiQgl\ UeVWRUed iQ dail\ life, SUiPaUil\ iQ TXeVWiRQV aQd
SURblePV UelaWed WR VSace.

WaV VXch a UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ, UaiVed WR Whe VWaWXV Rf a cRQceSW, ¶falVe·
fURP Whe RXWVeW? ThiV SRViWiRQ, XQfailiQgl\ adRSWed b\ dRgPaWiVWV
aQd VecWaUiaQV, diVcRXQWV ZhaW acWXall\ haSSeQed ² WhaW iV WR Va\, a
PaVViYe RSeUaWiRQ Rf UecXSeUaWiRQ, a VkilfXl defXViQg, aQ
aSSURSUiaWiRQ caUUied RXW b\ VWaWe-SRliWical SRZeU RYeU a faiUl\ lRQg



SeUiRd. The faiW accompli iV QRZ ZiWh XV: Whe ciWi]eQ WeQdV WR fade iQ
Whe face Rf Whe XVeU. WhaW, fRUPeUl\, ZaV Whe ciWi]eQ fRU hiPVelf aQd
fRU VRcieW\, accRUdiQg WR iWV SRliWical cRQVWiWXWiRQ? He bRUe a WiWle
WhaW ZaV QRW hRQRUiɹc RU bXUeaXcUaWic, bXW eʃecWiYe aQd eYeQ
deciViYe: WhaW Rf PePbeU Rf Whe SRliWical cRPPXQiW\. The idea Rf
dePRcUac\ aQd iWV fXQcWiRQiQg ZaV iQVeSaUabl\ bRXQd XS ZiWh Whe
YalXe aQd VigQiɹcaQce Rf WhiV WiWle: WR Whe UighWV Rf Whe ciWi]eQ
(leaYiQg aVide heUe Whe hiVWRUical aQd ideRlRgical jXVWiɹcaWiRQV Rf
ciWi]eQVhiS, WhaW iV, Whe UighWV Rf ¶PaQ· iQ geQeUal). NRZ, Whe UighWV Rf
Whe ciWi]eQ haYe beeQ deYalXed, WakiQg ZiWh WheP hXPaQ UighWV ²
aQd Yice YeUVa. NRW RQl\ dReV Whe ciWi]eQ becRPe a PeUe iQhabiWaQW,
bXW Whe iQhabiWaQW iV UedXced WR a XVeU, UeVWUicWed WR dePaQdiQg Whe
eɽcieQW RSeUaWiRQ Rf SXblic VeUYiceV. The XVeU ɹgXUeV iQ VRcial
SUacWice aV RQe SaUW\, iQYaUiabl\ abVeQW aQd UeSUeVeQWed, iQ
cRQWUacWXal WeUPV aQd cRQdiWiRQV. He iV WUaQVSRUWed, caUed fRU,
PaiQWaiQed, edXcaWed, aQd VR RQ (b\ ZhRP? The VWaWe? The lRcal
aXWhRUiW\? The SUiYaWe ɹUP iQ SaUWQeUVhiS ZiWh SXblic bRdieV?).
ObYiRXVl\, VeUYiceV PXVW fXQcWiRQ. The SURbleP begiQV ZheQ Whe
VWaWe claiPV WR be a ¶VeUYice VWaWe·, QRW a SRliWical VWaWe. ThiV allRZV
Whe aXWhRUiWieV WR UeVWUicW Whe UighW WR VWUike aQd WR Pake VWUikeV
¶XQSRSXlaU·. IQdiYidXalV QR lRQgeU SeUceiYe WhePVelYeV SRliWicall\;
WheiU UelaWiRQ ZiWh Whe VWaWe becRPeV lRRVeU; Whe\ feel social RQl\
SaVViYel\ ZheQ Whe\ Wake a bXV RU WXbe, ZheQ Whe\ VZiWch RQ WheiU
TV, aQd VR RQ ² aQd WhiV degUadeV Whe VRcial. The UighWV Rf Whe
ciWi]eQ aUe dilXWed iQ SRliWical SURgUaPPeV aQd RSiQiRQ SRllV,
ZheUeaV Whe dePaQdV Rf XVeUV haYe aQ iPPediaWe, cRQcUeWe,
SUacWical aSSeaUaQce, beiQg diUecWl\ a PaWWeU fRU RUgaQi]aWiRQ aQd
iWV WechQiTXeV. IQ Whe eYeU\da\, UelaWiRQV ZiWh Whe VWaWe aQd Whe
SRliWical aUe WhXV RbVcXUed, ZheQ iQ facW Whe\ aUe RbjecWiYel\
iQWeQViɹed, ViQce SRliWiciaQV XVe dail\ life aV a baVe aQd a WRRl. The
debaVePeQW Rf ciYic life RccXUV iQ Whe eYeU\da\, faciliWaWiQg Whe WaVk
Rf WhRVe ZhR PaQage eYeU\da\ life fURP abRYe b\ PeaQV Rf
iQVWiWXWiRQV aQd VeUYiceV.

ShRXld Whe QRWiRQ Rf XVeUV aQd Whe SUacWice WhaW cRUUeVSRQdV WR iW
be deVWUR\ed? NR! BXW XVe PXVW be cRQQecWed XS ZiWh ciWi]eQVhiS, aV
RSSRVed WR VeSaUaWiQg Whe WZR.



UVeUV becRPe PeUe UeceSWacleV Rf ¶cXlWXUe· ² WhaW iV WR Va\, a
Pi[WXUe Rf ideRlRg\, UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV aQd SRViWiYe kQRZledge. The
eQRUPRXV cXlWXUe iQdXVWU\ VXSSlieV VSeciɹc SURdXcWV, cRPPRdiWieV
WR Zhich XVeUV haYe a ¶UighW·, VR WhaW Whe RXWSXW Rf WhiV iQdXVWUial
VecWRU QR lRQgeU haV Whe aSSeaUaQce Rf cRPPRdiWieV bXW, UaWheU, Rf
RbjecWV YalRUi]ed b\ WheP aQd deVWiQed e[clXViYel\ fRU XVe. Like
iQfRUPaWiRQ! ThiV iV Whe cRQVXPPaWiRQ Rf Whe ZRUld Rf cRPPRdiWieV,
ZiWhRXW RbjecWV aQd SURdXcWV beiQg UedXced e[clXViYel\ WR Whe
fXQcWiRQ Rf VigQV aQd SURSV Rf ZhaW iV e[chaQgeable. UVe becRPeV
P\VWiɹcaWRU\.

AUe QRW WhiV gUadXal aSSURSUiaWiRQ aQd degUadaWiRQ Rf VRPe
VigQiɹcaQce iQ iQdiʃeUeQce WRZaUdV Whe VWaWe aQd eYeU\WhiQg UelaWed
WR iW? The VWaWe iV Rf iQWeUeVW alPRVW e[clXViYel\ WR SURfeVViRQalV,
VSecialiVWV iQ ¶SRliWical VcieQce·, ZheUeaV eYeU\RQe VhRXld feel
¶cRQceUQed· aQd Veek WR XQdeUVWaQd Whe RSeUaWiRQ Rf ¶aSSaUaWXVeV·
WhaW aUe QRW SXblic VeUYiceV. ThiV iQdiʃeUeQce leadV WR aPa]iQg
leaSV, WR VXUSUiVeV WhaW aUe WhePVelYeV VXUSUiViQg, ZheQ Whe SRliWical
iV fXll\ UeYealed: PRPeQWV Rf iQWeUQaWiRQal WeQViRQ RU ViPSl\
VWUXggleV RQ a QaWiRQal Vcale. IQ Whe lRQg WeUP, WhiV degUadaWiRQ
WhUeaWeQV a SRliWical claVV cRQVWiWXWed RQ Whe baViV Rf Whe SaVViYiW\ Rf
ciWi]eQV ZhR aUe QR lRQgeU ciWi]eQV. IW iV Vaid WhaW iW aʃecWV ZRUkeUV
leVV WhaQ Whe Piddle claVV. WhaW iV ceUWaiQ iV WhaW iW iV gUadXall\
ZRUkiQg iWV Za\ iQWR habiWV aQd cXVWRPV, iQWR VWeUeRW\SeV. TheVe VeW
Whe WRQe Rf eYeU\da\ diVcRXUVe aQd SUacWice, Zhich WeQd WR eVWabliVh
cRQVeUYaWiYe VchePaV. IW iV Vaid WhaW Whe ideRlRg\ ² Whe ideal ² Rf
libeUW\ aQd hXPaQiVP iV becRPiQg blXUUed. DReV WhiV iQYRlYe a lRVV
Rf illXViRQV, RU a lRVV Rf VRcial acWiYiW\ aV Zell aV SRliWical e[iVWeQce?
The VecRQd eVWiPaWe VeePV PRUe accXUaWe.

The SURgUaPPiQg Rf dail\ life iV WhXV SXUVXiQg iWV cRXUVe ZiWh
UePaUkable cRQWiQXiW\. The e[ceSWiRQV ² Whe PaUgiQal, VRcieW\·V
UejecWV ² heQcefRUWh eQWeU iQWR cRPSXWaWiRQV aQd VWaWiVWicV. AV Ze
Vhall Vee laWeU, Whe dXal VRcieW\, cRPSRVed RQ Whe RQe haQd Rf a haUd
cRUe Rf WechQiTXeV aQd high-Wech SURdXcWV ZiWh UelaWed VeUYiceV, aQd
RQ Whe RWheU Rf PaUgiQal, eYeQ XQdeUgURXQd, ciUcXiWV ² WhiV diYided
VRcieW\ iV QRZ aPRQg Whe SURVSecWV WhaW aUe ciUcXlaWiQg. HRZeYeU
WhaW Pa\ be, WheUe aUe QRZ SXblicaWiRQV aQd iQfRUPaWiRQ Zhich



eQVXUe WhaW eYeU\RQe iV aZaUe Rf all WhaW iV WR be dRQe. MXch PRUe
VR WhaQ iQ 1960 (eUa Rf Whe SXblicaWiRQ Rf Whe VecRQd YRlXPe Rf Whe
CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life), eYeU\RQe kQRZV hRZ WR liYe iQ 1981. The\
kQRZ iW WhaQkV WR a kQRZledge WhaW dReV QRW RUigiQaWe ZiWh WheP,
Zhich Whe\ haYe aVViPilaWed, aQd Zhich Whe\ aSSl\ WR WheiU RZQ
iQdiYidXal caVeV, PaQagiQg WheiU SeUVRQal aʃaiUV ² WheiU eYeU\da\
liYeV ² iQ accRUdaQce ZiWh Whe PRdelV deYelRSed aQd diʃXVed fRU
WheP. The\ aSSl\ WheVe PRdelV PRUe RU leVV PeWhRdicall\. IQ
geQeUal, SURblePV begiQ RQl\ ZheQ a chRice haV WR be Pade. TRR
PXch chRice! BXW Whe PRdelV iQYaUiabl\ UeVePble RQe aQRWheU VR
clRVel\ WhaW chRice iV fXWile, aQd iW iV eQRXgh WR Sick aW UaQdRP: SRW
lXck. CRQVeTXeQWl\, RQl\ WhRVe ZhR UefXVe Whe PRdelV haYe
SURblePV.

Maga]iQeV aQd ZeeklieV, SaUWicXlaUl\ WhRVe diUecWed aW ZRPeQ aQd
eYeQ WhRVe WhaW defeQd Whe ¶caXVe Rf ZRPeQ·, ZRUk RXW cRPSleWe
dail\ VchedXleV ² bX\iQg aQd VelliQg, VhRSSiQg, PeQXV, clRWhiQg.
FURP PRUQiQg WR eYeQiQg aQd eYeQiQg WR PRUQiQg, eYeU\da\ WiPe iV
fXll WR bXUVWiQg: fXlɹlPeQW, SleQiWXde. WiWh ¶YalXeV· ² fePiQiQiW\,
YiUiliW\, RU VedXcWiYeQeVV ² bXW abRYe all ZiWh Whe XlWiPaWe YalXe:
VaWiVfacWiRQ. BeiQg VaWiVɹed: WhiV iV Whe geQeUal PRdel Rf beiQg aQd
liYiQg ZhRVe SURPRWeUV aQd VXSSRUWeUV dR QRW aSSUeciaWe Whe facW
WhaW iW geQeUaWeV diVcRQWeQW. FRU Whe TXeVW fRU VaWiVfacWiRQ aQd Whe
facW Rf being saWisɹed SUeVXSSRVe Whe fUagPeQWaWiRQ Rf ¶beiQg· iQWR
acWiYiWieV, iQWeQWiRQV, QeedV, all Rf WheP Zell-deɹQed, iVRlaWed,
VeSaUable aQd VeSaUaWed fURP Whe WhRle. IV WhiV aQ aUW Rf liYiQg? A
VW\le? NR. IW iV PeUel\ Whe UeVXlW aQd Whe aSSlicaWiRQ WR dail\ life Rf a
PaQagePeQW WechQiTXe aQd a SRViWiYe kQRZledge diUecWed b\
PaUkeW UeVeaUch. The ecRQRPic SUeYailV eYeQ iQ a dRPaiQ WhaW
VeePed WR elXde iW: iW gRYeUQV liYed e[SeUieQce. The leiVXUe iQdXVWU\
URXQdV Rʃ Whe cXlWXUe iQdXVWU\ b\ RʃeUiQg WUaYel SlaQV aQd WRXUiVP,
Zhich aUe bRXghW like a ZaUdURbe RU aQ aSaUWPeQW \RX caQ PRYe
iQWR iPPediaWel\. DiscoYer VXch aQd VXch a cRXQWU\, WRZQ,
PRXQWaiQ, Vea! PeRSle bX\ Whe ¶diVcRYeU\·, Whe chaQge Rf VceQe, Whe
deSaUWXUe aQd eVcaSe, Zhich SURYe diVaSSRiQWiQg becaXVe Whe\ QR
lRQgeU haYe aQ\WhiQg iQ cRPPRQ ZiWh Whe ZiVh (QRW deViUe) aQd Whe
adYeUWiVePeQW. IQ iWV WXUQ, Whe WRXUiVW iQdXVWU\ WhXV SeUfecWV WhaW Rf



RUgaQi]ed leiVXUe aQd cXlWXUe, fUagPeQWed iQWR e[chaQgeable SieceV
like VSace. The e[WUa-RUdiQaU\ VellV YeU\ Zell, bXW iW iV QRZ QR PRUe
WhaQ a Vad P\VWiɹcaWiRQ. IQ WhiV Za\, Whe iPage Rf a SVeXdR-fUeedRP
WakeV VhaSe, RQe WhaW iV SUacWicall\ RUgaQi]ed aQd VXbVWiWXWed fRU
¶geQXiQe fUeedRP·, Zhich haV UePaiQed abVWUacW. HeQce a cRQWiQXiW\
iQ Whe ViPXlaWiRQ Rf XVe, aQd iQ Whe ViPXlaWiRQ Rf QRW ZRUkiQg b\
leiVXUe.

CaQ VXch a bXUdeQVRPe UaWiRQaliW\ be acceSWed ZiWhRXW RʃeUiQg
VRPe cRPSeQVaWiRQ? OQ iWV RZQ, iW WiSV RYeU iQWR Whe iUUaWiRQal.
PhilRVRSheUV PaiQWaiQ Whe WheViV Rf a ¶cUiViV· Rf Whe lRgRV. ThiV haV a
ceUWaiQ WUXWh WR iW. BXW hRZ aQd Zh\ ZRXld Whe EXURSeaQ lRgRV,
UaWiRQaliW\ aUPed aQd alZa\V baWWle-Uead\, eVcaSe Whe WRWal cUiViV?
YeW Whe lRgRV, Zhich haV becRPe WechQiciVW UaWiRQaliW\, haV QeYeU
had VR PXch SeUVXaViYe fRUce, SeQeWUaWiRQ, caSaciW\. The iQYeUViRQ
Rf Whe UaWiRQal iQWR Whe aQWi-UaWiRQal iV QRW SeUfRUPed Ueɻe[iYel\,
cRQVciRXVl\, bXW aʃecWiYel\. BecaXVe Whe\ aUe diVaSSRiQWed, PaQ\
SeRSle iQYRlYed ZiWh WechQiTXeV WXUQ WR Whe abVXUd, Pagic,
RccXlWiVP, XQdeUgURXQd ideRlRgieV aQd P\VWeUieV. The ShilRVRShical
WheViV Rf Whe lRgRV iQ cUiViV QeglecWV Whe SaUadR[ical eQcRXQWeU Rf Whe
UaWiRQal aQd Whe iUUaWiRQal, Zhich aUe RQe aQRWheU·V PiUageV, UaWheU
WhaQ PiUURUV. AV fRU WhRVe ZhR aUe aʃecWed, WhRVe ZhR VXʃeU Whe
WechQRlRgical SUeVVXUe, Whe\ aUe keSW aPXVed ZiWh SURPiVeV. The
eQWiUel\ ¶SUiYaWe· aQd \eW cRPSleWel\ libeUaWed iQdiYidXal, cRV\ iQ hiV
bXbble aPRQg hiV aSSliaQceV, ZRXld, aV iW ZeUe, becRPe Whe
eTXiYaleQW Rf Whe ZRUld WhURXgh bRXQdleVV iQfRUPaWiRQ. He ZRXld
haYe Whe VSecWacle Rf WUaQVSaUeQc\ befRUe hiP. HRZ caQ Ze aYRid
UeYeUWiQg WR P\WhV WR caVW a chill VhadRZ RYeU WhiV SiWileVV
lXPiQRViW\? HRZ caQ Ze QRW haYe UecRXUVe WR Whe iPagiQaU\, Whe
UeVXUgeQce Rf Whe hiVWRUical SaVW, Whe eYRcaWiYe ɹcWiRQ Rf RWheU liYeV
aQd diʃeUeQW WhiQgV? The PRUe Whe ¶Ueal· aVVeUWV iWVelf aQd clRVeV
befRUe XV, Whe PRUe Whe SUeVeQW becRPeV iPagiQaU\, Whe PRUe iW iV
ɹlled ZiWh baUel\ cUedible ɹcWiRQV ² WaleV, dUeaPV, XWRSiaV ²
eQUichiQg ZhaW iV acWXal ZiWh PeUe VePblaQceV.

TR cRQclXde WhiV accRXQW Rf cRQWiQXiWieV, iW iV aSSURSUiaWe heUe WR
Uecall WhaW aQ RUgaQi]aWiRQal ² RU diVRUgaQi]aWiRQal ² VchePa Zhich
haV beeQ iQ Slace fRU a lRQg WiPe iV cXUUeQWl\ PRUe RSeUaWiRQal WhaQ



eYeU. IW haV SeQeWUaWed dail\ life, WhiV SeQeWUaWiRQ haYiQg beeQ
fRUeVhadRZed aQd SUeSaUed iQ RWheU VecWRUV aQd dRPaiQV ² SRViWiYe
kQRZledge, VSace, Whe VWaWe, aQd VR RQ. CaSiWal iWVelf RSeUaWeV
accRUdiQg WR WhiV PRde RU PRdel: caSiWal, Zhich iV Whe VaPe
eYeU\ZheUe, diYided XS iQ iQYeVWPeQWV, RUgaQi]ed iQ a hieUaUch\
fURP Whe VPall WR Whe laUge. TRda\, Whe eYeU\da\ iV VXbjecW WR WhiV
VchePa, Zhich ViPXlWaQeRXVl\ SUeVcUibeV aQd iPSRVeV: (a)
homogeneiW\ ² WhaW iV WR Va\, Whe WeQdeQc\ WRZaUdV Whe VaPe,
ideQWiW\, eTXiYaleQce, Whe UeSeWiWiYe aQd WheiU RUdeU; (b)
fragmenWaWion ² WhaW iV WR Va\, Whe diVSeUViRQ Rf WiPe aQd VSace,
labRXU aQd leiVXUe alike, aQd eYeU PRUe iQWeQViYe VSeciali]aWiRQ; (c)
hierarchi]aWion, ZiWh hieUaUchical RUdeU eTXall\ beiQg iPSRVed RQ
fXQcWiRQV ² PRUe RU leVV VigQiɹcaQW ² aQd RbjecWV ² caUV, SlaQeV,
clRWheV, SXblicaWiRQV, aQd VR RQ.

ThiV hieUaUchical RUdeU UXQV fURP Whe WUiYial WR Whe e[ceSWiRQal,
fURP Whe cRPPXQal WR Whe eliWe, fURP Whe RUdiQaU\ WR Whe lX[XUiRXV,
fURP Whe UeSeWiWiYe WR Whe ZRQdeUfXl VXUSUiVe¬ «¬ IdeQWiɹed aQd
fRUPXlaWed elVeZheUe,3 WhiV VchePa iV iPSlePeQWed iQ SUacWice ZiWh
UePaUkable WeQaciW\. IW iV iPSliciW iQ MaU[ ZiWh UeVSecW WR VRcial
labRXU, Zhich iV iQcUeaViQgl\ hRPRgeQeRXV, fUagPeQWed aQd
hieUaUchicall\ RUgaQi]ed. IWV geQeUali]aWiRQ iV W\Sical Rf
cRQWePSRUaU\ VRcieW\, UeYRlXWiRQ iQ MaU[·V VeQVe haYiQg QeiWheU
VZeSW aZa\ Whe caSiWaliVW PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ, QRU achieYed iWV RZQ
RbjecWiYeV. The aSSlicaWiRQ Rf Whe VchePa WR dail\ life PakeV Whe
laWWeU cRUUeVSRQd ZiWh ZhaW haV beeQ Ueali]ed iQ ]RQeV aQd acWiYiWieV
WhaW aUe PRUe RU leVV e[WeUQal WR dail\ life, \eW cRQQecWed ZiWh iW: Whe
XVe Rf WiPe, jRXUQe\V, labRXU, aQd VR RQ.

The fRllRZiQg SaUadR[ ZaV bURXghW WR lighW iQ Whe ZRUk ciWed
abRYe: MaU[·V WhRXghW SUeYailV eYeQ iQ WhaW Zhich cRQWUadicWV iW,
eYeQ iQ iWV failXUe. ThiV failXUe Rf Whe MaU[iVW SURjecW (ZheWheU
WePSRUaU\ RU laVWiQg iV Rf liWWle iPSRUWaQce heUe) cRPeV ZiWhiQ Whe
SURYiQce Rf MaU[·V WhRXghW, aQd cRQɹUPV iW. IV QRW Whe VaPe WUXe Rf
Whe WheViV, ɹeUcel\ UeViVWed b\ ShilRVRSheUV, Zhich aWWUibXWeV cUXcial
iPSRUWaQce WR Whe ecRQRPic ² a WheViV, iW iV WRR RfWeQ fRUgRWWeQ, WhaW
gReV WRgeWheU iQ MaU[ ZiWh a QR leVV fXQdaPeQWal cUiWiTXe Rf
ecRQRPicV? The PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ aQal\Ved b\ MaU[ haV XQfRlded



iQ a Za\ WhaW ViPXlWaQeRXVl\ cRQɹUPV aQd cRQWUadicWV hiV WhRXghW.
The VWUaWegic eVWiPaWeV Rf Whe UXleUV ZeUe fRUeVeeQ b\ MaU[; he
QeYeUWheleVV belieYed iQ WheiU UaSid failXUe, iQ Whe iPPiQeQW cRllaSVe
Rf Whe PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ. ThiV iV ZhaW haV QRW haSSeQed. ThiV
PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ haV, iQ SaUWicXlaU, cUeaWed Whe deYelRSed ZRUld
PaUkeW, Whe ¶VcieQWiɹc aQd WechQRlRgical UeYRlXWiRQ· (a VXbVWiWXWe fRU
VRcial aQd SRliWical UeYRlXWiRQ), Whe ZRUld VWaWe V\VWeP, a VSeciɹc
VSace, PaVViYe XUbaQi]aWiRQ, a SlaQeWaU\ diYiViRQ Rf labRXU aQd,
ɹQall\, aQ eYeU\da\QeVV. A hRPRgeQeRXV eYeU\da\ WiPe: Whe
abVWUacW PeaVXUePeQW Rf WiPe gRYeUQV VRcial SUacWice. FUagPeQWed
eYeU\da\ WiPe: diVSeUVed b\ abUXSW diVcRQWiQXiWieV, fUagPeQWV Rf
c\cleV aQd Uh\WhPV UXSWXUed b\ Whe liQeaUiW\ Rf PeaVXUePeQW
SURcedXUeV, acWiYiWieV WhaW aUe diVcRQQecWed, albeiW VXbjecW WR a
geQeUal SlaQ decUeed fURP abRYe. HieUaUchicall\ RUgaQi]ed eYeU\da\
WiPe: Whe XQeYeQQeVV Rf ViWXaWiRQV aQd PRPeQWV, VRPe UegaUded aV
highl\ VigQiɹcaQW aQd RWheUV aV Qegligible, accRUdiQg WR YalXe
jXdgePeQWV Zhich lack jXVWiɹcaWiRQ, Zhich aUe WhePVelYeV iQ cUiViV.

IW iV QRW eaV\ WR gUaVS Whe SaUadR[, Zhich elXdeV all UedXcWiRQiVW
WhiQkiQg, ZheUeb\ Whe hRPRgeQeRXV cRYeUV aQd cRQWaiQV Whe
fUagPeQWed, PakiQg URRP fRU a VWUicW hieUaUchi]aWiRQ. SR heUe iV a
bUief Wable Rf Whe ¶facWRUV· WhaW iQWeUYeQe iQ dail\ life aQd Ueali]e Whe
geQeUal VchePa iQ iW:

(a)¬¬Homogeni]ing facWors: EVWabliVhed laZ aQd RUdeU ² TechQRlRgical
aQd bXUeaXcUaWic UaWiRQaliW\ ² The lRgic WhaW claiPV WR be XQiWaU\
aQd iV iQ facW aSSlied WR all dRPaiQV ² SSace PaQaged RQ a gUaQd
Vcale (PRWRUZa\V, eWc.) ² ClRck-WiPe, aUWicXlaWed UeSeWiWiYel\ ²
The Pedia (QRW VR PXch Yia WheiU cRQWeQW aV Yia WheiU fRUP,
SURdXciQg Whe XQifRUP aWWiWXde Rf liVWeQeUV RU YieZeUV, bUeediQg
SaVViYiW\ befRUe Whe ɻRZ Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ, iPageV, diVcRXUVe) ²
The VeaUch fRU cRQViVWeQc\ aQd cRheViRQ iQ behaYiRXU ² TUaiQiQg
fRU WhiV behaYiRXU RQ Whe PRdel Rf Whe cRQdiWiRQed Ueɻe[ ²
SWeUeRW\Sed UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV ² The ZRUld Rf Whe cRPPRdiW\,
iQWiPaWel\ liQked WR WhaW Rf cRQWUacWXal cRPPiWPeQWV ² LiQeaUl\
UeSeWiWiYe WaVkV (Whe VaPe geVWXUeV, ZRUdV, eWc.) ² SSaceV ɹlled
ZiWh SURhibiWiRQV ² The VegPeQWaWiRQ Rf baVic fXQcWiRQV (eaWiQg,



VleeSiQg, dUeVViQg, UeSURdXciQg, eWc.) iQ VWaQdaUdi]ed dail\ life,
Zhich gReV haQd iQ haQd ZiWh Whe fUagPeQWaWiRQ Rf VR-called
higheU fXQcWiRQV (UeadiQg, ZUiWiQg, jXdgiQg aQd aSSUeciaWiQg,
cRQceiYiQg, PaQagiQg, eWc.), aQd WheiU SURgUaPPed diVWUibXWiRQ
iQ WiPe ² The PXlWiSle iQeTXaliWieV iQ Whe fRUPal eTXaliW\ Rf Whe
laZ, iQeTXaliWieV WhaW aUe SUeciVel\ PaVked b\ hRPRgeQeiW\ aQd
diVSeUVal ² The eSiVWePRlRgical ɹeldV aQd diYiViRQV iPSlePeQWed
iQ aQd WhURXgh SRViWiYe kQRZledge ² The bXUeaXcUacieV aQd
bXUeaXcUaWic feXdaliVPV, each acWiQg iQ iWV RZQ ɹefdRP ² The
iPSRUWaQce Rf adPiQiVWUaWiYe diYiViRQV diYidiQg XS VSace
beWZeeQ WheP ² The diVSRViWiRQ Rf VSace, a VRcial SURdXcW, iQWR
aQ iQɹQiWel\ diYiVible (RSWical-geRPeWUical) YiVibiliW\ ² The
geQeUal aQd cRQWiQXiQg WeQdeQc\ WR adPiQiVWeU eYeU\da\ life aV if
iW ZeUe a VPall ɹUP ² The WeQdeQc\ WR aSSeal WR a SRViWiYe
kQRZledge bRXQd XS ZiWh QRUPV, aQd heQce UedXcWiYe Rf liYed
e[SeUieQce ² The VXSeUiPSRViWiRQ aQd PXWXal UeiQfRUcePeQW Rf
fRUPV Rf alieQaWiRQ WhaW acW, VR WR VSeak, iQ cRQceUW, WR Whe SRiQW
Rf iQdXciQg SaWhRlRgical bUeakdRZQV ² The dRPiQaWiRQ Rf Whe
abVWUacW, Zhich iV cRQcUeWel\ PaWeUiali]ed VRciall\ iQ geQeUali]ed
e[chaQge, e[WeQdiQg WR V\PbRlV WhaW haYe degeQeUaWed aQd beeQ
UedXced WR VigQV ² Fake eQc\clRSaediVP, accRPSaQied b\ a
SURlifeUaWiRQ Rf le[icRQV, dicWiRQaUieV, aQd VR RQ.

(b)¬ ¬ FacWors of fragmenWaWion (ZiWhiQ hRPRgeQeiW\): The PaQ\
VeSaUaWiRQV, VegUegaWiRQV aQd diVjXQcWiRQV, VXch aV SUiYaWe aQd
SXblic, cRQceSWXal aQd e[SeUieQWial, QaWXUe aQd WechQiTXe,
fRUeigQeUV aQd fellRZ ciWi]eQV, aQd VR RQ ² SSaceV VSeciali]ed WR
Whe e[WeQW Rf eVWabliVhiQg gheWWRV ² The diYiViRQ Rf labRXU ²
FUagPeQWed VSace VRld iQ SaUcelV aQd lRWV ² SSliQWeUed ceQWUaliW\,
a WheRU\ Zhich iV VSUeadiQg RYeU XUbaQ UealiW\ iQ Whe QaPe Rf
deceQWUali]aWiRQ, aQd Zill lead WR deɹQiWiYe fUagPeQWaWiRQ ² The
dilXWiRQ Rf Whe cRQWUaVW beWZeeQ high (VacUed) SRiQWV aQd lRZ
SRiQWV iQ eYeU\da\ life, aQd a gURZiQg PXlWiSliciW\ Rf QeXWUal,
iQdiʃeUeQW iQVWaQWV ² SRcial VeSaUaWiRQ aQd diVcRQQecWiRQ
beWZeeQ SURWecWed ZRUkeUV (ePSlR\PeQW laZV, XQiRQV, eWc.) aQd



Whe UeVW, ZhR aUe leVV SURWecWed RU cRPSleWel\ XQSURWecWed, aQd
VR RQ.

(c)¬¬FacWors of hierarchi]aWion: The PXlWifRUP hieUaUch\ Rf fXQcWiRQV,
labRXUV, iQcRPeV, fURP Whe bRWWRP (YaQiVhiQg iQWR Whe VZaPS Rf
Whe UejecWV) WR Whe WRS (diVaSSeaUiQg iQWR Ol\PSiaQ clRXdV), a
hieUaUch\ WhaW e[WeQdV WR RbjecWV: caUV, accRPPRdaWiRQ,
jeZelleU\, aQd VR RQ ² A hieUaUch\ Rf lRcaWiRQV, Rf ¶SURSeUWieV·, Rf
Whe TXaliWieV UecRgQi]ed iQ iQdiYidXalV aQd gURXSV ² SRcieW\ aV a
VWUaWiɹed, hieUaUchical PRUShRlRg\, ZiWh VXSeUiPSRVed leYelV ²
The diYiViRQ Rf WiPe b\ Whe Pedia, bURadcaVWiQg fUagPeQWaU\
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV URXQded Rʃ b\ illXVRU\ WRWali]iQg YiViRQV ² The
hieUaUch\ Rf kQRZledge, ZiWh Whe fXQdaPeQWal aQd Whe aSSlied,
Whe iPSRUWaQW aQd Whe XQiPSRUWaQW, Whe eVVeQWial aQd Whe
aQecdRWal ² HieUaUch\ iQ eQWeUSUiVeV, ZRUkVhRSV aQd RɽceV (iQ
Whe bXUeaXcUac\, deVSiWe ² RU UaWheU iQ ² Whe hRPRgeQeiW\ Rf
SUacWice aQd iQ Whe ideRlRg\ Rf ¶cRPSeWeQce²SeUfRUPaQce·) ²
DegUeeV Rf ¶SaUWiciSaWiRQ· iQ SRZeU aQd deciViRQ-WakiQg, fURP
VcUaSV Rf aXWhRUiW\ WR VRYeUeigQ SRZeU, aQd VR RQ ² BXUeaXcUac\,
iQ Whe VeUYice (QRW cRQɻicW-fUee) Rf WechQRcUac\, Zhich haV cRPe
WR WUeaW dail\ life aQd SeRSle iQ dail\ life aV Whe UaZ PaWeUial fRU
iWV labRXU, aV a PaVV WR ¶haQdle·, aV a SeRSle RQ beQeɹW, bXW
Zhich QeYeUWheleVV WeQdV WR geW iWV ¶VXbjecWV· WR SeUfRUP iWV RZQ
ZRUk Rf UegiVWUaWiRQ aQd eQURlPeQW, fRUP-ɹlliQg Rf all VRUWV¬«

HRZ aUe Ze WR UeSUeVeQW WhiV VRcieW\ iQ a Za\ WhaW iV
ViPXlaQeRXVl\ bRWh UaWiRQal aQd SalSable (YiVXal) aV ² albeiW ZiWh a
feZ XSheaYalV ² iW WakeV VhaSe? The PeWaShRU Rf Whe S\UaPid,
HegeliaQ iQ RUigiQ, VXSSRUWiQg Whe YaUiRXV VWUaWa aQd claVVeV fURP a
Zide baVe WR a YeU\ QaUURZ VXPPiW, iV QR lRQgeU UeSUeVeQWaWiYe.
Wh\? A VSliW haV deYelRSed beWZeeQ, RQ Whe RQe haQd, VRcieW\·V
UejecWV aQd Whe SeRSle e[Selled RXWVide Rf Whe PaiQ ciUcXiWV (ZhRle
UegiRQV, Whe XQePSlR\ed ZiWh QR hRSe Rf ZRUk, \RXWh, ZRPeQ,
aUWiVaQV RYeUWakeQ b\ WechQRlRg\, VPall ɹUPV aQd bXViQeVVeV, eWc.),
aQd, RQ Whe RWheU, SeRSle ZhR aUe Zell-iQWegUaWed iQWR ciUcXiWV aQd



QeWZRUkV fRcXVed aURXQd VR-called ¶high-Wech· SURdXcWiRQ (QXcleaU
eQeUg\, cRPSXWeU VcieQce, Whe aUP iQdXVWU\, eWc.). IW iV a Zell-kQRZQ
facW WhaW SaUallel RU VecRQdaU\ ciUcXiWV, QeWZRUkV aQd chaQQelV aUe
eVWabliVhed aPRQg WhRVe ¶RXWVide Whe V\VWeP·: aQ XQdeUgURXQd
ecRQRP\ WhaW PakeV iW SRVVible fRU SeRSle WR VXUYiYe, ZiWhRXW
alZa\V aYRidiQg degUadaWiRQ. AW Whe e[WUePe ² cRXQWeUSaUW Rf Whe
cRPiQgV aQd gRiQgV Rf Whe eliWe, ZhR WUaYel aURXQd iQ jeWV, aQd gR
fURP RQe lX[XU\ hRWel WR Whe Qe[W ² Ze ɹQd Whe QRPadiVP Rf
SRYeUW\, ZaQdeUiQg PiVeU\. AQd WhiV RQ a ZRUld Vcale. We aUe
eTXall\ aZaUe WhaW SeRSle ZhR ZRUk iQ ¶high-Wech· iQdXVWUieV dR QRW
fall RXWVide Whe V\VWeP, alWhRXgh QRW all ZRUkeUV eQjR\ WhiV gRRd
fRUWXQe. ThXV WhiV cleaYage diYideV Whe ZRUkiQg claVV, SaUW Rf Zhich
ɹQdV iWVelf alRQgVide Whe fRUWXQaWe aQd Whe ¶aʀXeQW· (WeUPV WhaW aUe
abXVed VR WhaW Whe\ caQ be WXUQed agaiQVW WhRVe ZhR dR QRW cRXQW
aPRQg Whe PRVW deVWiWXWe). The diVadYaQWaged VXbViVW aW a lRZeU
leYel Rf eYeU\da\ life, ZheUeaV Whe Ol\PSiaQV, aW RU clRVe WR Whe
VXPPiW, aUe eleYaWed abRYe dail\ life. TheVe Ol\PSiaQV eQgage iQ
lX[XUiRXV ZaQdeUiQgV, high-alWiWXde QRPadiVP. The\ dR QRW ZRUk iQ
Whe WUiYial VeQVe Rf Whe WeUP, bXW aUe e[WUePel\ bXV\: Whe\ chaiU, Whe\
RUgaQi]e (PaQageUV), Whe\ SRVVeVV, aQd Whe\ adPiQiVWeU. The
claVVical WeUPV boXrgeoisie RU grande boXrgeoisie aUe QR lRQgeU TXiWe
aSSURSUiaWe WR WheVe UXleUV Rf Whe iQWeUQaWiRQal. The WeUP
¶Ol\PSiaQV· VeePV PRUe ɹWWiQg. IW iV QeYeUWheleVV Whe caVe WhaW a
diVWiQcWiRQ PXVW be iQWURdXced heUe. The UejecWV liYe aW Whe leYel Rf
infra-dail\ life; Whe Ol\PSiaQV iQ a sXpra-dail\ life. ThiV PakeV dail\
life cRUUeVSRQd WR a VRUW Rf VRcial PeaQ. IV WhiV QRW Whe life-ZRUld Rf
Whe Piddle claVVeV? ThiV h\SRWheViV Zill be e[SRXQded laWeU; iW iV
iQWURdXced heUe WR e[SlaiQ Whe cRQWiQXiW\ iQ dail\ life deVSiWe Whe
facWRUV Rf chaQge.

The SUecediQg aQal\VeV haYe alUead\ deɹQed a SURjecW aQd bURad
liQeV Rf acWiRQ agaiQVW Whe UeVXlWV, aV Zell aV Whe RSeUaWiRQal
VchePaV, Rf Whe fRUceV WhaW UePaiQ dRPiQaQW:

(a)¬ ¬Diʃerences againsW homogeneiW\. We Vhall haYe WR UeWXUQ WR WhiV
cRQceSW Rf diʃerence iQ RUdeU WR UefXWe iWV UecXSeUaWiRQ, ZheUeiQ
Whe UighW WR diʃeUeQce iQclXdeV aQd jXVWiɹeV VRcial iQeTXaliWieV.



¶AV VRRQ aV iW iV e[SeUieQced, SeUceiYed iQ eYeU\da\ life aQd QRW
PeUel\ iPagiQed, diYeUViW\ eQWailV claVViɹcaWiRQV, hieUaUchieV,
iQeTXaliWieV,· AlaiQ de BeQRiVW haV ZUiWWeQ iQ hiV elpmenWs.
HRZeYeU, Whe UighW WR diʃeUeQce ² beWZeeQ PeQ aQd ZRPeQ,
childUeQ aQd adXlWV, cRXQWUieV, UegiRQV, eWhQic gURXSV ²
SUeVXSSRVeV eTXaliW\ iQ diʃeUeQce. ThiV caQ ɻRXUiVh RQl\ iQ a
dePRcUaWic VRcieW\, Zhich WhiV UighW helSV WR deɹQe aV iW iV
added, alRQg ZiWh YaUiRXV RWheU UighWV, WR Whe Rld hXPaQ UighWV.

(b)¬ ¬ UniW\ againsW fragmenWaWion and diYision, Whe SXUVXiW aQd
Ueali]aWiRQ Rf WhiV XQiW\ QRW SURceediQg ZiWhRXW SURblePV aQd
dialecWical cRQWUadicWiRQV, ViQce iW iV a cRQcUeWe XQiW\, QRW aQ
abVWUacW ideQWiW\, WhaW iV WR be cRQceiYed aQd Ueali]ed.

(c)¬ ¬ EqXaliW\ againsW hierarch\, ZiWhRXW leYelliQg VRcieW\, bXW
VWUeQgWheQiQg Whe VRcial aV Whe leYel WhaW PediaWeV beWZeeQ Whe
ecRQRPic aQd Whe SRliWical, Zhich aUe facWRUV Rf iQeTXaliW\. ThiV
SUeVXSSRVeV VRPe Uadical (URRW-aQd-bUaQch) chaQgeV.

ThiV lRQg VWUXggle ZRXld iQYRlYe a dialecWical (QRW a lRgicR-
VWaWiVWical) cRQceSWiRQ Rf:

(a)¬ ¬ cenWraliW\ iQ VSace aQd WiPe (PXlWiSliciW\ Rf ceQWUeV, PRbiliW\,
d\QaPiVP);

(b)¬ ¬ sXbjecWiYiW\: cRllecWiYe VXbjecWV (QRW RQl\ Whe ZRUkeUV iQ aQ
eQWeUSUiVe, Whe iQhabiWaQWV Rf a WRZQ RU UegiRQ, bXW Whe ZRUkiQg
claVV aV aXWRQRPRXV), VXbVWiWXWed fRU iQdiYidXal ¶egRV·, aQd
UecRQVWUXcWed iQ liQe ZiWh QeZ cRQceSWV;

(c)¬¬socialiW\, aV RSSRVed QRW RQl\ WR Whe iQdiYidXal bXW WR Whe VWaWe,
RQ Whe RQe haQd, aQd heQce WR Whe SRliWical, UegaUded aV
UedXcWiRQiVW; bXW alVR, RQ Whe RWheU, WR Whe ecRQRPic, UegaUded aV
abVWUacWiRQ (e[chaQge aQd cRPPRdiW\, PRQe\, diYiViRQ Rf
labRXU, eWc.).



PART TWO

DiVcRQWiQXiWieV

1 A First Glance at What Has Changed

WiWhiQ Whe cRQWiQXiW\, Whe iQeUWia, Rf dail\ life, aQd iWV SaVViYiW\,
facWRUV Rf chaQge ² eYeQ diVUXSWiRQ ² Rf Whe eVWabliVhed RUdeU aUe
becRPiQg cleaU.

TechQRlRg\ PakeV Whe eQd Rf ZRUk SRVVible (iQ Whe lRQg UXQ).
WhaW VeePed abVWUacWl\ XWRSiaQ \eVWeUda\ iV QRZ WakiQg VhaSe, iV RQ
Whe hRUi]RQ: Whe ZhRleVale aXWRPaWiRQ Rf PaWeUial SURdXcWiRQ. AV
Ze haYe VeeQ, deYalXaWiRQ Rf a VedXcWiYe, SUeVWigiRXV iPage ²
PRdeUQiW\ ² gReV WRgeWheU ZiWh aQ iQWeQViɹcaWiRQ Rf WechQRlRgical
PRdeUQiVP aQd aQ e[SecWaWiRQ Rf QRYelW\, iQ a kiQd Rf fUaQWic
feUYRXU fRU a diʃeUeQW VRcieW\, Whe SURdXcW Rf cRPSXWeU VcieQce,
WelePaWicV, aQd VR RQ. ThiV VRcieW\ iV WR be Ueached Yia Whe VcieQWiɹc
UeYRlXWiRQ SXVhed WR Whe liPiW, caUUied WhURXgh WR iWV WeUP. CXlWXUal
VQRbbeU\ aQd eQWhXViaVP fRU PRdeUQiW\ haYe VeUYed WheiU WiPe: WhiV
P\Wh iV QR lRQgeU UeTXiUed. DReV QRW Whe QeZ VRcieW\, SURclaiPiQg
Whe eQd Rf ideRlRgieV aQd P\WhV, SRVVeVV iWV RZQ ideRlRg\ aQd
P\WhV? BiW b\ biW, Whe\ aUe XQeaUWhed: Whe ideRlRg\ Rf Whe eQd Rf
ideRlRg\, Rf WUaQVSaUeQc\ aQd SeUfRUPaQce, aQd Whe P\Wh Rf
fUeedRP Ueali]ed b\ iQfRUPaWiRQ WechQRlRg\, aQd VR RQ. ThXV, Whe
VeSaUaWiRQ beWZeeQ PRdeUQiW\ aQd PRdeUQiVP XQdRXbWedl\ alUead\
UeSUeVeQWV a chaQge; iW aQWiciSaWeV gUeaWeU chaQgeV. TechQRlRgical
SURgUeVV iV RccXUUiQg iQ leaSV aQd bRXQdV: VRPe SeRSle (ZhR? ² a



lRW Rf SeRSle) aQWiciSaWe WhaW iW Zill geQeUaWe iWV eʃecWV aXWomaWicall\,
ViQce iW iQYRlYeV aXWRPaWiRQ. IW iV allRZed WR Wake iWV cRXUVe. IV WhiV
aQ iQWellecWXal VWaQdSRiQW? The VWaQdSRiQW Rf Whe iQWelligeQWVia? Of a
SRliWical SaUW\? NR: iW iV Whe VSRQWaQeRXV RUieQWaWiRQ Rf VRcial
SUacWice. MRdeUQiW\ iV daWed: iQdXVWUial VRcieW\, ZiWh Whe abVWUacWiRQ
SaUadR[icall\ SURdXced b\ PaWeUial SURdXcWiRQ. B\ cRQWUaVW, SRVW-
iQdXVWUial VRcieW\ Zill be chaUacWeUi]ed b\ Whe SURdXcWiRQ aQd
e[chaQge Rf QRQ-PaWeUial gRRdV, Zhich aUe QeYeUWheleVV PRUe
cRQcUeWe: iQfRUPaWiRQ, VeUYiceV, aQd VR RQ.

BXW Zho iV gRiQg WR caUU\ WhiV WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ WhURXgh WR a
cRQclXViRQ? Who iV gRiQg WR SXW aQ eQd WR SRliWicV aV ɹcWiRQ, SRliWicV
aV VSecWacle? FRU e[aPSle: Zho WRda\ iV iQ a SRViWiRQ WR diUecW
cRPSXWeUV WRZaUdV calcXlaWiQg SURdXcWiRQ cRVWV QRW iQ PRQe\, bXW iQ
VRcial WiPe aQd/RU eQeUg\, VR WhaW e[chaQge Zill QR lRQgeU haYe WR
SURceed Yia Whe PediaWiRQ Rf Whe PaUkeW, PRQe\ aQd caSiWal? IV iW
QRW Whe caVe WhaW Whe e[iVWiQg ecRQRPic aQd SRliWical SRZeUV iQWeQd
WR XVe UeceQW WechQiTXeV WR PaiQWaiQ, RU eYeQ SeUfecW, WheiU
dRPiQaWiRQ? The eQd Rf ZRUk? IW iV SRVVible, bXW VR iV Whe RSSRViWe ²
Whe cRQWUadicWRU\. Who iV gRiQg WR VWeeU ZRUk WRZaUdV iWV decliQe RU
eQd? WRUkeUV ZaQW WR ZRUk; WhRVe ZhR ePSlR\ WheP aQd SURɹW
fURP WheiU labRXU (WhURXgh VXUSlXV-YalXe Zhich caQ, if \RX like, be
called ¶SURɹW· ² iW dReV QRW PaWWeU) ZaQW WR Pake WheP ZRUk. MeQ Rf
gRRd Zill aQd ZhaW aUe called Whe lefW-ZiQg SaUWieV dePaQd fXll
ePSlR\PeQW. IV a UedXcWiRQ iQ labRXU-WiPe VXɽcieQW WR VeW iQ WUaiQ
Whe SURceVV Rf Whe eQd Rf labRXU? AQd ZhaW aUe Ze WR Pake Rf Whe
e[SaQViRQ Rf leiVXUe, SXUchaVed b\ labRXU? WRUkeUV ² Whe ZRUkiQg
claVV ² ɹQd WhePVelYeV caXghW beWZeeQ WhUeaWeQiQg WechQRlRgieV
Whe\ VcaUcel\ XQdeUVWaQd, Zhich haYe begXQ WR ZUeak WheiU haYRc,
aQd Whe cRQVeUYaWiVP WhaW SURPiVeV a PRUe RU leVV aPeliRUaWed
VWaWXV TXR. IQ ShilRVRShical WeUPV, ZhaW e[iVWV iV Whe cRQdiWiRQV Rf
SRVVibiliW\, QRW Whe cRQdiWiRQV Rf Ueali]aWiRQ, Zhich e[ceed Whe PRde
Rf SURdXcWiRQ iWVelf! The Uadical UeYRlXWiRQ ² WhaW Rf QRQ-ZRUk ² iV
fRUeVhadRZed iQ aQ RbVcXUe VRUW Rf Za\ WhURXgh aSRUiaV aQd
XWRSiaV. IW haV QRW aV \eW beeQ fRUPXlaWed cleaUl\. WhaW PighW dail\
life becRPe fURP Whe YieZSRiQW Rf QRW ZRUkiQg? HRZ caQ Ze iQɻecW
iW iQ WhiV diUecWiRQ? HRZ aUe Ze WR ɹll dail\ life RU, PRUe



PXQdaQel\, RccXS\ iW iQ Whe eYeQW Rf a PaVViYe UedXcWiRQ iQ labRXU-
WiPe? WhaW VhRXld Ze e[SecW ² aQ e[SaQViRQ Rf Whe eYeU\da\, RU iWV
decliQe? US XQWil QRZ, Whe SURbleP haV beeQ Rf iQWeUeVW RQl\ WR
VcieQce-ɹcWiRQ ZUiWeUV (e.g. SiPak·V Demain les chiens), aQd a feZ
ShilRVRSheUV (Ze VhRXld QRW fRUgeW LafaUgXe·V Le DroiW j la paresse).

IW PXVW be cleaUl\ UecRgQi]ed WhaW WheRUeWical ² WhaW iV WR Va\,
cRQceSWXal ² WhiQkiQg haV RQl\ a UePRWe cRQQecWiRQ ZiWh VRcial aQd
SRliWical SUacWice heUe. IV WhiV VXɽcieQW UeaVRQ fRU abaQdRQiQg iW?
FRU declaUiQg iW WR be ideRlRgical RU VXbjecWiYe? OU XWRSiaQ iQ
UeacWiRQaU\ PRde? NR! TheRU\ deWecWV aQd VWaWeV cRQdiWiRQV Rf
SRVVibiliW\. NRWhiQg PRUe aQd QRWhiQg leVV. The SURblePaWic
fRUPXlaWed heUe cRUUeVSRQdV, hRZeYeU, WR MaU[·V PRVW SURfRXQd ²
PRVW SURfRXQdl\ aQd SaUadR[icall\ dialecWical ² WhRXghW: Whe
ZRUkiQg claVV caQ aɽUP iWVelf RQl\ iQ iWV QegaWiRQ, XQlike RWheU
hiVWRUicall\ VXSeUVeded claVVeV aQd Whe bRXUgeRiVie. The Velf-
deWeUPiQaWiRQ ZheUeb\ Whe ZRUkiQg claVV aWWaiQV Whe VWaWXV Rf
¶VXbjecW·, WUaQVceQdiQg Whe cRQdiWiRQ Rf RbjecW, iQYRlYeV Velf-
QegaWiRQ: Whe eQd Rf all claVVeV, Whe eQd Rf Whe Zage-eaUQiQg claVV,
aQd heQce Whe eQd Rf ZRUk, Whe eQd Rf Whe ZRUkiQg claVV iWVelf.
UWRSia? DeliUiXP? BXW heUe ¶Ze· (all Rf XV) aUe Uead\ WR geW dRZQ WR
Whe WaVk. The RUgaQi]aWiRQ RU eVWabliVhPeQW Rf a ¶SaUW\ Rf QRQ-
labRXU· caQQRW eYeQ be iPagiQed. The bXViQeVV Rf a feZ XWRSiaQV
WhXV becRPeV a SURbleP cRQfURQWiQg eYeU\RQe, a fXQdaPeQWal
SURblePaWic, a YiWal iVVXe. SPaVh Whe WechQiTXeV aQd QeZ PachiQeV,
RU XVe WheP aQd deYelRS WheiU SRWeQWial? BXW ZhaW iV gRiQg WR
haSSeQ iQ Whe cRXUVe Rf WhiV WRWal cUiViV? FRU iW iV QR lRQgeU a
TXeVWiRQ Rf ¶gRiQg VlRZ· (AQdUp BUeWRQ aQd ReQp ChaU), RU Rf ¶leWWiQg
iW all haQg RXW· (1968), bXW Rf PakiQg Whe WUaQViWiRQ fURP ZRUk WR
Whe eQd Rf ZRUk, ZiWhRXW caWaVWURShe. PeQdiQg VRPeWhiQg diʃeUeQW
aQd beWWeU, Whe YalRUi]aWiRQ Rf ZRUk ² aQ iPSRUWaQW diPeQViRQ Rf Whe
cRQVeQVXV ² iV diVVRlYiQg. DReV Whe URad WR Whe ZiWheUiQg aZa\ Rf
ZRUk eQWail Whe deVSaiU Rf ZRUkeUV iQ Whe adYaQced cRXQWUieV,
WUaSSed iQ SURceVVeV Whe\ eQdXUe UaWheU WhaQ dRPiQaWe, ZheQ
cRQWURl RYeU cRQdiWiRQV (Velf-PaQagePeQW) haV SUeciVel\ beeQ SXW RQ
Whe ceQWXU\·V ageQda?



The UeadeU Zill kQRZ WhaW Whe WRWal cUiViV, Zhich iV VhakiQg Whe
PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ, VeW iQ aW Whe begiQQiQg Rf Whe WZeQWieWh ceQWXU\
ZiWh a VileQW caWaVWURShe: Whe cRllaSVe Rf WUadiWiRQal UefeUeQce SRiQWV
fRU ² aQd b\ ² WhRXghW; aQd a cRQVeTXeQW cRllaSVe Rf YalXeV. PUacWice
aQd dail\ life haYe SUeVeUYed WheP. FURP WhiV cUiViV ePeUged
WechQRlRg\, labRXU aQd diVcRXUVe ² WhUee aVSecWV Rf Whe WeVWeUQ
lRgRV. ThiV WUiad fUeed iWVelf fURP VXbRUdiQaWiRQ WR a WRWaliW\, ZiWh
cRQVeTXeQceV WhaW had QRW beeQ fRUeVeeQ b\ SURWagRQiVWV Rf VXch
libeUaWiRQ, bRWh iQ aUW (Zhich declaUed iWVelf WR be ¶aUW fRU aUW·V Vake·,
QRW ZiWhRXW bUeaWh-WakiQg abVWUacWiRQ) aQd iQ VcieQce (Zhich alVR
XQfRlded fRU iWV RZQ Vake, iQ cRllabRUaWiRQ ZiWh WechQRlRg\). IQ Whe
WUiad ¶WechQRlRg\²labRXU²laQgXage aQd diVcRXUVe·, WechQRlRg\ WheQ
fUeed iWVelf fURP aQ\ cRQWURl. All alRQg WhiV daQgeURXV SaWh, cUiWical
SRiQWV ZeUe QRW ZaQWiQg. The deYalXaWiRQ Rf labRXU aQd diVcRXUVe iQ
Whe face Rf WechQicall\ aSSlicable kQRZledge ZaV QRW Whe leaVW
SaiQfXl aVSecW Rf a SURceVV WhaW WeQdV WR VhaWWeU Whe cRQWiQXXP. DReV
QRW Whe eQd Rf WheVe YalXeV alUead\ UegiVWeU a UXSWXUe?

TheUe aUe RWheU aVSecWV Rf WhiV SURceVV, aQd diʃeUeQW cUiWical
SRiQWV. DZelling, a VRcial aQd \eW SReWic acW, geQeUaWiQg SReWU\ aQd
aUW ZRUk, fadeV iQ Whe face Rf hRXViQg, aQ ecRQRPic fXQcWiRQ. The
¶hRPe·, VR cleaUl\ eYRked aQd celebUaWed b\ GaVWRQ BachelaUd,
likeZiVe YaQiVheV: Whe Pagic Slace Rf childhRRd, Whe hRPe aV ZRPb
aQd Vhell, ZiWh iWV lRfW aQd iWV cellaU fXll Rf dUeaPV. CRQfURQWed ZiWh
fXQcWiRQal hRXViQg, cRQVWUXcWed accRUdiQg WR WechQRlRgical dicWaWeV,
iQhabiWed b\ XVeUV iQ hRPRgeQeRXV, VhaWWeUed VSace, iW ViQkV aQd
fadeV iQWR Whe SaVW. WiWh WhiV UXSWXUe ² WhaW iV Whe VXbVWiWXWiRQ Rf
fXQcWiRQal hRXViQg fRU ¶dZelliQgV·, Rf bXildiQgV fRU ediɹceV aQd
PRQXPeQWV ² ZhaW aUe kQRZQ aV PRdeUQ WRZQ SlaQQiQg aQd
aUchiWecWXUe abaQdRQed Whe hiVWRUic WRZQ, if RQl\ aV e[aPSle aQd
PRdel. TRZQV haYe XQdeUgRQe aQ ¶iPSlRViRQ²e[SlRViRQ·. CURVViQg
SRiQWV aQd WUaɽc haYe aVVXPed gUeaWeU iPSRUWaQce WhaQ iQhabiWed
VSaceV. The faoade aQd VSace RQ Zhich Whe WRZQ iPSRVed a VW\le aUe
becRPiQg blXUUed. AV Whe aUchiWecWV Va\, Whe YRlXPeWU\, aQd Whe
VeWWlePeQW iW deWeUPiQeV, iPSaUW a diʃeUeQW VW\le, eYeU PRUe VhaUSl\
PaUked b\ Whe RSSRViWiRQ beWZeeQ VWabiliW\ aQd PRYePeQW, ɹ[ed
SlaceV aQd ɻRZV cURVViQg WhURXgh VSace. ThiV SURdXceV VRPe



cRQWUadicWRU\ ² eYeQ chaRWic ² UeVXlWV. SRPe SeRSle hRld WhaW Ze
PXVW fRUge ahead RQ WhiV SaWh, deWeUPiQed b\ WechQRlRg\. FRU
RWheUV, QRVWalgia ZiQV RXW RYeU hRSeV fRU a fXWXUe PaUked b\
iQcUedible iQYeQWiRQV. CRQWiQXiWieV aQd diVcRQWiQXiWieV aUe WhXV
iQWeUZRYeQ iQ a cRQfXViRQ WhaW iV e[SUeVVed iQ VSaWial diVRUdeU. HeUe
Ze UecRgQi]e Whe SUeYiRXVl\ PeQWiRQed RSSRViWiRQ beWZeeQ
QRVWalgicV aQd fXWXUiVWV. IV WheUe aQRWheU Za\, beWZeeQ a haUVh,
abVXUd ¶UealiW\· aQd cRPSeQVaWiRQV, XQaYailiQg SURWeVWV, aQd Whe
illXViRQV Rf VXbjecWiYiW\, l\Uical ɻighWV Rf UegUeW? SXch a URad iV all
Whe PRUe diɽcXlW WR RXWliQe iQ WhaW Whe cXlWXUe iQdXVWU\ kQRZV hRZ
WR caSWXUe Whe lRQgiQgV Rf VRXlV, Whe aWWUacWiYe PRRdV Rf
cRQVciRXVQeVV Za[iQg iQdigQaQW aQd SURWeVWiQg, iQ RUdeU WR
WUaQVfRUP WheP iQWR SURɹWable VSecWacleV. E[SeUieQce iQdicaWeV WhaW
eYeQ Whe lXdic aQd Whe WUagic, UegaUded aV iUUedXcible aQd iPPXQe
WR UecXSeUaWiRQ, caQ be PaUkeWed XS WR a ceUWaiQ SRiQW. SR WhaW Whe\
aUe iQVXɽcieQW WR RSeQ XS aQRWheU Za\ ² XQleVV Whe\ Wake WhiQgV WR
e[WUePeV: daQgeURXV gaPeV, gUeaW UiVkV, hRlRcaXVW aQd VacUiɹce.
TheUe iV RfWeQ aQ elePeQW Rf Sla\ iQ dail\ life: eYeU\RQe Sla\V WheiU
URle, WheiU cRPic RU WUagic chaUacWeU, PRUe RU leVV Zell. SRPeWiPeV
Whe lXdic gURZV iQ iQWeQViW\. YeW ZheQ aQ elePeQW Rf Sla\ PiQgleV
ZiWh e[chaQge iQ SUacWice ² debaWe aQd baUgaiQiQg, VSecXlaWiRQ ² Whe
RSeUaWiRQ Rf eTXiYaleQWV iV VcaUcel\ WURXbled b\ iW. OQ Whe cRQWUaU\,
WhiV iV hRZ iW RSeUaWeV aQd iV PaVked: b\ eVWabliVhiQg iWVelf iQ dail\
life. LikeZiVe ZiWh Whe lXdic iQ diVcRXUVe: SXQV aQd ZRUdSla\,
laQgXage eʃecWV, eYeQ VcUeaPV aQd iQaUWicXlaWe VRbV. IW dReV QRW
SUeYeQW lRgic iPSRViQg cRheUeQce, VRRQeU RU laWeU. BaQkiQg RQ Whe
lXdic WR UXSWXUe dail\ life iV SURbabl\ a PXg·V gaPe. FRU iW iV WR PaVk
Whe RbdXUac\ Rf Whe V\VWeP Rf eTXiYaleQWV. AQd \eW, aW PRPeQWV Rf
iQWeQVe UiVk, iQ SaVViRQ aQd SReWU\, dail\ life VhaWWeUV, aQd VRPeWhiQg
diʃeUeQW cRPeV WhURXgh ZiWh Whe ZRUk, ZheWheU acW, VSeech RU
RbjecW.

IQ WheiU RbVcXUe eaUl\ VWageV, Whe cRPPRdiW\ aQd Whe VSUead Rf
cRPPRdiWieV VWiPXlaWed Whe iPagiQaWiRQ. IW iV diɽcXlW fRU XV
PRdeUQV WR cRPSUeheQd, bXW iW iV deɹQiWel\ Whe caVe ² aV cRQɹUPed
b\ hiVWRU\ aQd, beWWeU VWill, b\ UeadiQg We[WV aQd XQdeUVWaQdiQg aUW
ZRUkV ² WhaW Whe gUeaW iPagiQaWiYe cUeaWiRQV fRllRZed aQ e[SaQViRQ



Rf WUade, Zhich eVWabliVhed cRQWacW beWZeeQ SeRSle, cRXQWUieV aQd
WRZQV WhaW ZeUe RbliYiRXV Rf RQe aQRWheU: WhiQk Rf HRPeU, Whe gUeaW
GUeek aXWhRUV, A ThoXsand and One NighWs, ShakeVSeaUe, aQd VR RQ.
The eVWabliVhPeQW Rf cRPPXQicaWiRQ gaYe UiVe WR PRUe RU leVV
faQWaVWic, XQWUXWhfXl QaUUaWiYeV, aQd WR legeQdV aQd P\WhV.
TheUeafWeU, Whe cRPPeUcial PeQWaliW\ VWiɻed cUeaWiYe caSaciW\. AW
beVW, iW \ielded hedRQiVP. AV fRU WechQRlRg\, iW iV aV XQcRQdXciYe WR
ɻighWV Rf VSRQWaQeiW\ aV WR Whe iPagiQaU\. CRQWUaUiZiVe, Whe PaVV
iQWURdXcWiRQ Rf WechQiTXeV iQWR SURdXcWiRQ aQd adPiQiVWUaWiRQ haV
geQeUaWed aVWRQiVhiQg cUeaWiYe caSaciW\ ZheQ iW cRPeV WR SeUfecWed,
VRShiVWicaWed fRUPV Rf e[chaQge: cUediW, caSiWal aQd WechQRlRg\
WUaQVfeUV, cXUUeQc\ PaQiSXlaWiRQ. TheUe WhXV deYelRSV a
WechQRlRgical XWRSia ZiWh aQ ideRlRg\ Zhich jXVWiɹeV iW, aQd
UeVSRQdV iQ aɽUPaWiYe PRde WR QegaWiYe, VXbYeUViYe ideRlRgieV,
baVed RQ Whe cUiWiTXe Rf Whe e[iVWiQg RUdeU, Zhich dePaQd aQRWheU
life, aQ abVRlXWe diʃeUeQce, iPPediaWel\. IW QRQe Whe leVV UePaiQV
Whe caVe WhaW Whe caSaciW\ WR cUeaWe ² Whe iPagiQaWiRQ ² ɹUVW Rf all
UeTXiUeV a ViPXlWaQeRXVl\ ideal aQd Ueal, ideRlRgical aQd SUacWical,
bUeak ZiWh ZhaW e[iVWV. ThiV UXSWXUe caQ e[WeQd aV faU aV QeXURViV,
Vchi]RShUeQia aQd SaUaQRia.

ReceQW \eaUV haYe cRQɹUPed a VXUSUiViQg SheQRPeQRQ, ZhRVe
caXVeV aQd iPSRUW aUe RbVcXUe, bXW Zhich VeePV iQ iWV Za\ WR PaUk
a diVcRQWiQXiW\. US XQWil Whe Piddle Rf Whe QiQeWeeQWh ceQWXU\, Whe
gUeaW aUWiVW ZaV aVVRciaWed ZiWh e[celleQW healWh, eYeQ if iQ RXU WiPe
a SeUQickeW\ aQd VlighWl\ PaleYRleQW e[aPiQaWiRQ haV ideQWiɹed
V\PSWRPV Rf QeXURViV. MeQ Rf geQiXV PaVWeUed aQgVW: MichelaQgelR,
LeRQaUdR, laWeU DideURW, aQd VWill laWeU SWeQdhal aQd Bal]ac.
SXbVeTXeQWl\, Whe cUeaWRU ² aUWiVW RU ZUiWeU ² ZaV QR lRQgeU cRQWeQW
WR RSSRVe hiV VXbjecWiYiW\ aQd SURblePaWic WR Ueal WhiQgV, RbjecWV aQd
SeRSle. He called hiPVelf iQWR TXeVWiRQ aQd cRXQWeUSRVed hiPVelf WR
a UealiW\ iQ Zhich he cRXld QRW SXW dRZQ URRWV RU aVSiUe WR a VWaWXV.
He becaPe a caVe, aQd iW ZaV fURP WhiV XQiTXe caVe WhaW he dUeZ hiV
iQVSiUaWiRQ. CaQ WhiV VePi-SaWhRlRgical VWaWe, QeXURViV aQd
VRPeWiPeV VRPeWhiQg eYeQ ZRUVe, be UegaUded aV cUeaWiYe aV VXch?
DRXbWleVV QRW. YeW Whe VWUiYiQg WhaW VeekV UeleaVe fURP aQ[ieW\ aQd
deliYeU\ fURP aQgVW b\ PaVWeUiQg iW VWiPXlaWeV Whe cUeaWiYiW\ Zhich



cRQWePSRUaU\ ideRlRg\ VWill VeekV aPRQg VR-called QRUPal SeRSle.
ClaVVical VXbjecWiYiW\, caSable Rf RbjecWiYiW\, giYeV Za\ iQ Whe aUWiVW
WR a diʃeUeQW cRQdiWiRQ: dail\ life haV becRPe VR RSSUeVViYe aQd
UeSUeVViYe WhaW diVVRlXWiRQ (RiPbaXd) iV Whe VRle PeaQV Rf eVcaSiQg
iW. The aUWiVW caQ QR lRQgeU Pake dR ZiWh keeSiQg hiV diVWaQce. AV
hiV QeXURViV giYeV hiP cUeaWiYe iPSeWXV, he cXlWiYaWeV iW. ThiV
SURYRkeV a bUeak, SRVVibl\ a gXlf, beWZeeQ dail\ life aQd cUeaWiRQ,
UealiW\ aQd Whe ZRUk, Whe VWaWe Rf Whe cUeaWRU aQd WheUaSeXWic
WechQiTXeV, Zhich aUe iQeYiWabl\ QRUPali]iQg. TheVe RbVeUYaWiRQV ²
RU, UaWheU, Velf-eYideQW facWV ² cRQɹUP ZhaW ZaV SUeYiRXVl\ Vaid
abRXW PRdeUQiW\ aQd, abRYe all, Whe acWiRQ ¶iQ Whe QegaWiYe· Rf
cRQWePSRUaU\ aUW. ThiV QegaWiYiW\ iQYRlYeV QeiWheU UeYRlXWiRQaU\
SURSRValV, QRU a VXbYeUViYe SURjecW. YeW iW iV WheUe, befRUe ¶XV·, iQ Whe
ZRUkV. E[aVSeUaWiRQ Rf Whe PRUbid iV Whe RQe WhiQg WhaW allRZV Whe
cUeaWRU WR UiVe abRYe Whe eYeU\da\, if RQl\ WR XQdeUVWaQd iW aQd VhRZ
iW. PleQiWXde, ZheWheU Rf liYed e[SeUieQce RU Rf Whe ideal iQ Whe
PlaWRQic VeQVe, lRVeV iWV PeaQiQg. HeQce aQRWheU gXlf ² beWZeeQ
SURdXcWiRQ aQd cUeaWiRQ ² ZheUeaV cXlWXUal SURdXcWiRQ, Zhich haV
becRPe a SRZeUfXl iQdXVWU\, SUeWeQdV eiWheU WR deQ\ WhiV gXlf, RU WR
ɹll iW. KiWVch, aQ iQdXVWUial SURdXcW, becRPeV SRViWiYel\ cRPfRUWiQg ²
aQ aUW Rf haSSiQeVV iQ VecXUiW\ ² ZheUeaV Whe aUW ZRUk, bRUQ RXW Rf
aQgXiVh WhaW haV RU haV QRW beeQ PaVWeUed, diVWXUbV.

The SeUPaQeQW, SeUViVWeQW WhiQgV iQ Whe VRcial laQdVcaSe ² Zhich
aUe UelaWiYe, aQd heQce iQ QR VeQVe YeVWigial, bXW UeWaiQ WheiU
cXUUeQc\ ² VWeP laUgel\ fURP Whe VWUaWeg\ Rf Whe aXWhRUiWieV.
WheUeaV a QeZ ZRUld ecRQRPic RUdeU iV ZhaW iV UeTXiUed (QR-RQe iV
XQaZaUe Rf WhiV facW), VWUaWeg\ SUeVcUibeV a QeZ diYiViRQ Rf labRXU RQ
a ZRUld Vcale, PaiQWaiQiQg aQd aggUaYaWiQg iQeTXaliWieV Rf gURZWh
aQd deYelRSPeQW. The UXleUV aUe RSSRVed WR aQ\ deVWabili]aWiRQ ² a
faVhiRQable WeUP WhaW Va\V ZhaW iW PeaQV ² aQd heQce WR aQ\
PRYePeQW. If deYelRSPeQW RccXUV (eYeQ ZiWh Whe gUeaWeVW SRZeU aW
RXU diVSRVal, caQ Ze SUeYeQW iW?), iW RccXUV deVSiWe Whe dRPiQaQW
ecRQRPic aQd SRliWical SRZeUV. The\ aXWhRUi]e WechQRlRgical
iQQRYaWiRQV RQl\ afWeU RbWaiQiQg gXaUaQWeeV; aQd QR dRXbW WhiV iV Whe
fRUP aVVXPed WRda\ b\ Whe cRQWUadicWiRQ WhaW MaU[ SRiQWed RXW
beWZeeQ Whe SURdXcWiYe fRUceV aQd VRcial aQd SRliWical UelaWiRQV, aV



Zell aV Whe ¶laZ Rf YalXe· cRQVideUed RQ aQ iQWeUQaWiRQal Vcale. TheVe
SRZeUV haYe diVSRVed Rf ² WhaW iV WR Va\, deVWUR\ed RU QeXWUali]ed ²
aWWePSWV aW diUecW dePRcUac\, fRU e[aPSle iQ WRZQV aQd lRcal
cRPPXQiWieV. PRViWiRQiQg iWVelf aW a glRbal leYel, SRliWical SRZeU
eYeU\ZheUe VeWV abRXW RbWaiQiQg b\ all SRVVible PeaQV ² SUeVVXUe,
UeSUeVViRQ, eQWicePeQWV aQd SURPiVeV ² Whe celebUaWed consensXs,
Zhich aVVXPeV aQd cUeaWeV VWabiliW\. TR UeYiYe aQd UedeSlR\
(aQRWheU faVhiRQable ZRUd) SURdXcWiRQ aQd Whe SURdXcWiYe
aSSaUaWXV ZRXld ɹUVW Rf all UeTXiUe PaVViYe iQjecWiRQV Rf WechQRlRg\,
ZiWh cRQVeTXeQceV WhaW aUe aV fRUPidable aV Whe\ aUe XQSUedicWable.
CeUWaiQl\, ecRQRPic SRlic\ QR lRQgeU cRQViVWV iQ VcUaSSiQg
WechQRlRg\ ² VRPeWhiQg LeQiQ UegaUded aV iQeYiWable XQdeU
PRQRSRl\ caSiWaliVP ² bXW iQ aQ adURiWl\ balaQced Pi[ aiPed aW
leaYiQg Whe eVVeQWial VWUXcWXUeV iQWacW. AdRSWed RU iPSRVed,
iQQRYaWiRQV aUe ZRUked RXW iQ high SlaceV, iQ VXch a Za\ aV QRW
adYeUVel\ WR aʃecW Whe UelaWiRQV Rf dRPiQaWiRQ, aQd eYeQ WR
VWUeQgWheQ WheP. YeW alWeUaWiRQV RccXU WhaW Vhake Whe V\VWeP.

A h\SRWheViV WhaW haV alUead\ beeQ fRUPXlaWed cRQceUQV Whe dXal
chaUacWeU Rf Whe chaQgeV. SRPe, aW Whe leYel Rf dail\ life, aUe
iPSeUceSWible bXW cXPXlaWiYe. The\ aUe QRW PeUel\ PiQRU eYeQWV WR
be ViWXaWed aW Whe ¶PicUR· leYel, ViPSle iVRlaWed facWV; Whe\ aUe added
WR, RU VXSeUiPSRVed XSRQ, RQe aQRWheU. HeQce Whe\ eQd XS
geQeUaWiQg iUUeYeUVible, deciViYe alWeUaWiRQV. A Zell-kQRZQ hiVWRUical
caVe: Whe VlRZ WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ Rf Whe RRPaQ ZRUld iQWR ChUiVWeQdRP
dXUiQg ceQWXUieV Rf WUaQViWiRQ lRQg QeglecWed b\ hiVWRUiaQV, bXW
ZhRVe VigQiɹcaQce Whe\ aUe gUadXall\ diVcRYeUiQg, ZiWh WheiU eʃRUWV
diUecWed SUeciVel\ WRZaUdV UecRQVWUXcWiQg dail\ life dXUiQg WheVe
WiPeV. OWheU chaQgeV RccXU aW a PacUR leYel; Whe\ aUe abUXSW,
diVUXSWiYe, QRW gUadXal, aQd aUe WhXV akiQ WR a ¶TXaliWaWiYe leaS·.
The\ cRPe fURP RQ high, QRW fURP belRZ: VeUiRXV eYeQWV, SRliWical
deciViRQV, PXWaWiRQV geQeUall\ UegaUded aV hiVWRUic. SR Whe\ RccXU aW
Whe PacUR leYel, bXW iQ Whe PajRUiW\ Rf caVeV WhiV dReV QRW PeaQ WhaW
XQdeUVWaQdiQg, a SURjecW, kQRZledge e[iVW aW WhiV leYel. AQ eTXall\
Zell-kQRZQ caVe: Whe FUeQch ReYRlXWiRQ aQd iWV VeTXelV.

IQWeUPediaWe chaQgeV caQ alVR haSSeQ, deUiYiQg eiWheU fURP RQe Rf
Whe abRYe PRdaliWieV aQd UeacWiQg XSRQ Whe RWheU, RU fURP WheiU



iQWeUacWiRQ aQd cRQjXQcWiRQ. IQ RWheU ZRUdV, Whe dXaliW\ XQdeU
cRQVideUaWiRQ VhRXld QRW be fUR]eQ; QRU VhRXld Whe SRVVibiliWieV Rf
chaQge be ɹ[ed iQ PRdelV. A PiQRU e[aPSle: iW ZRXld aSSeaU WhaW
WRda\, ZiWhiQ Whe fUaPeZRUk Rf Whe cXUUeQW PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ, Whe
PaUkeW iV alWeUiQg; WheUe aUe PRUe gRRdV iQ dePaQd aQd SURdXcWV fRU
dail\ XVe, bXW iQ VPalleU TXaQWiWieV iQ each iQVWaQce. SR WhaW iW iV
QeceVVaU\ WR eQYiVage diYeUViɹed SURdXcWiRQ, aQd leVV PaVV
SURdXcWiRQ. FURP WhiV SeUVSecWiYe, eQRUPRXV cRQceQWUaWiRQV Rf
PachiQeV, ZiWh aQ e[WUePe diYiViRQ Rf labRXU aQd PRQRWRQRXV
UeSeWiWiRQ Rf fUagPeQWed WaVkV, haYe VXSSRVedl\ VeUYed WheiU WiPe,
ZRUk RQ Whe aVVePbl\ liQe iQclXded. DigiWall\ cRQWURlled PachiQeV,
aV Zell aV cRPSXWeU aQd UePRWe cRQWURl Rf cRPSle[ SURceVVeV, cRXld
UeSlace UeSeWiWiYe, daQgeURXV RSeUaWiRQV (Zhich, iW iV belaWedl\
UecRgQi]ed, caQ VWiɻe ZRUkeUV· caSaciW\ fRU iQYeQWiRQ aQd iQiWiaWiYe).
SXch PRdiɹcaWiRQV Rf SURdXcWiYe labRXU aQd Whe UelaWiRQ beWZeeQ
PeQ aQd PachiQeV ZRXld XQTXeVWiRQabl\ eQWail UecaVWiQg UelaWiRQV
WR labRXU, dail\ life aQd Whe ZRUld. BXW WhiV SURceVV iV RQl\ iQ iWV
eaUl\ VWageV ² VRPeWhiQg WhaW cRQɹUPV VeYeUal eaUlieU UePaUkV.

The cUiViV, VR iW iV Vaid, iQYaUiabl\ igQRUiQg RU PaVkiQg iWV
SURfXQdiW\, aʃecWV dail\ life iQ VXUSUiViQg Za\V, aW RQce cUXde aQd
VXbWle, RbYiRXV aQd elXViYe, cRQVeUYaWiYe aQd VXbYeUViYe, WUiYial aQd
dUaPaWic. A kiQd Rf cUiViV Rf cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd, abRYe all, Rf
cRQɹdeQce WeQdV WR ZeakeQ Whe UelaWiRQ beWZeeQ dail\ life aQd Whe
PajRU iQVWiWXWiRQV WhaW adPiQiVWeU iW. The cRQVeQVXV RYeU Whe
SRliWical aQd dail\ life alike, Zhich SRliWical VSeecheV UiWXall\ eYRke
RQ RccaViRQ, becRPeV iQcUeaViQgl\ blXUUed. NRWZiWhVWaQdiQg ZhaW
VSecialiVWV call ¶d\VfXQcWiRQV· RU ¶SeUYeUVe eʃecWV·, Whe gUeaW
iQVWiWXWiRQal eQWiWieV ² jXVWice, Whe IQlaQd ReYeQXe, Whe aUP\, Whe
acadeP\, VRcial VecXUiW\, Whe SRlice, aQd VR RQ ² ZeUe geQeUall\
UegaUded aV bURadl\ fXlɹlliQg WheiU dXWieV. The cRQVeQVXV WhaW ZaV
iQdiVSeQVable fRU WhiV had gUadXall\ faded iQ FUaQce ZiWh Whe SecRQd
WRUld WaU, defeaW aQd Vich\. ReVWRUed afWeU Whe LibeUaWiRQ, VeYeUel\
VhakeQ iQ 1968, iW WheQ UegaiQed VRPe YigRXU aQd VXbVWaQce. Wh\?
B\ diQW Rf Whe gURZWh WR Zhich all VRcial claVVeV aQd VWUaWa consenWed,
each Rf WheP UeckRQiQg WR be Whe beQeɹciaU\. HRZeYeU, Whe
diVWUibXWiRQ Rf Whe fUXiWV Rf gURZWh UePaiQed e[WUePel\ XQeTXal;



ZiWh Whe eQd Rf WhiV UelaWiYel\ WURXble-fUee gURZWh, Whe bell WRlled fRU
Whe cRQVeQVXV RYeU Whe eVWabliVhed RUdeU, SUeVagiQg Whe diVcUediWiQg
Rf WhRVe ZhR baQked RQ iW ¶dePRcUaWicall\·. AV lRQg aV UaSid gURZWh,
Zhich aiPed WR be e[SRQeQWial, laVWed, ¶SURgUeVV· bURXghW Vi]eable
SURɹWV fRU VRPe, aQd a ceUWaiQ cRPfRUW aQd iPSURYePeQW iQ liYiQg
cRQdiWiRQV fRU RWheUV. We ZeUe able WR fRUecaVW QeedV becaXVe, iQ
facW, Ze ViPXlWaQeRXVl\ SURdXced WheVe QeedV aQd Whe PaWeUial
gRRdV deVigQed WR VaWiVf\ WheP.

SiQce Whe RQVeW Rf cUiViV, Whe ViWXaWiRQ haV WeQded WR be WXUQed
XSVide dRZQ. The diVadYaQWaged, Whe UejecWV, abaQdRQ Whe SURVSecW
RʃeUed WheP b\ Whe WechQRlRgical aQd VcieQWiɹc UeYRlXWiRQ ² WhaW iV
WR Va\, XQliPiWed gURZWh. OQ all VideV, SeRSle VWaUW blaPiQg e[iVWiQg
iQVWiWXWiRQV, hRldiQg WheP UeVSRQVible fRU all Whe illXViRQV aQd
deSUedaWiRQV. TheUe iV PRUe aQd PRUe diVcUeSaQc\ beWZeeQ Whe
iQVWiWXWiRQal leYel aQd dail\ life. WiWhRXW cUiWical kQRZledge RU
fRUPXlaWed e[SUeVViRQ Rf Whe diVcRQWeQW WhaW iV PaWeUiali]iQg, ZhaW iV
eVWabliVhed WakeV RQ a SejRUaWiYe cRQQRWaWiRQ, bRWh facWXall\ aQd
V\PbRlicall\. BXUeaXcUac\, a bUXWal aQd iQeɽcieQW hieUaUch\, bRWh
cXPbeUVRPe aQd WacWleVV, iV UeYealed WR Whe SXblic iQ all iWV hRUURU;
cUiWical WhiQkiQg iV WheQ aW haQd. MRUeRYeU, VXVSiciRQ iV diUecWed aW
Rɽcial iQVWiWXWiRQV bXW iV liable WR be e[WeQded WR RWheU
RUgaQi]aWiRQV ² WUade XQiRQV, fRU e[aPSle. The liQkV beWZeeQ
iQdiYidXalV aQd gURXSV, aQd beWZeeQ WheVe aQd Whe QaWiRQ
(SeUceiYed aQd felW ideQWiW\), lRRVeQ, iQ VXch a Za\ WhaW dePRcUac\
aV iW iV e[SeUieQced, aV QaWiRQal aQd SRliWical cRPPXQiW\, aQd Whe
VWaWe aV a VeW Rf iQVWiWXWiRQV, becRPe RbVcXUed aQd iQ Qeed Rf
SURfRXQd WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ. RaWheU WhaQ beiQg Slaced iQ UePRWe
eQWiWieV, VRcial WUXVW, fRU all WhaW iW SeUViVWV, iV iQYeVWed iQ ZhaW iV
SUR[iPaWe, iQ Whe lRcal, Zhich eQjR\V YaUiRXV aVVXPSWiRQV iQ iWV
faYRXU: iW RccXSieV a Zell-deɹQed Slace; iW caQ be Ueached; RQe caQ
acW RQ iW aQd RQ Whe SeRSle iQ chaUge Rf iW; iW VXSSRVedl\ elXdeV Whe
PaQiSXlaWiRQV aQd abXVe Rf SRZeU, fRU iW SRVVeVVeV iWV RZQ caSaciW\
fRU RUgaQi]aWiRQ, aQd Whe SeRSle iQ chaUge Rf iW aUe VeQVible aQd
VeQViWiYe. IQ VhRUW, iW iV clRVe WR dail\ life.

The V\PSWRPV Rf WhiV QeZ ViWXaWiRQ iQ dail\ life, aQd RXWVide dail\
life, aUe PXlWiSl\iQg ² aV if a UXSWXUe ZaV bUeZiQg iQ VRcial



behaYiRXU RU, PRUe SUeciVel\, iQ Whe behaYiRXU Rf iQdiYidXalV Yis-j-
Yis Whe VRcial, Zhich iV iPSRYeUiVhed, alieQaWed, e[WeUQal. SR iW iV
WhaW SlaQQiQg, Zhich bXW a feZ \eaUV agR eQjR\ed eQRUPRXV
SUeVWige, QR lRQgeU eliciWV a cRQVeQVXV, VWill leVV eQWhXViaVP. PlaQQiQg
b\ iQVWiWXWiRQV iV cUiWici]ed, aQd QRW ZiWhRXW UeaVRQ, fRU
iPSRYeUiVhiQg Whe VRcial. FRU a ceUWaiQ SeUiRd, QeRlibeUaliVP, aQ
Rɽcial P\VWiɹcaWiRQ, beQeɹWed fURP WhiV PiQdVeW: a WeVWeUQ PRdel,
ZhRVe cRQWRXUV ZeUe YeU\ YagXe, ZaV UeYalRUi]ed aQd ideQWiɹed
ZiWh FUeedRP, Zhile Whe VWaQdiQg Rf Whe VRcialiVW PRdel,
h\SRWheWicall\ ideQWiɹed ZiWh SRYieW UealiW\, fell.

IQ dail\ life, SURblePV Rf aQ ecRQRPic kiQd SURlifeUaWe; Whe\ PXVW
be WakeQ iQWR accRXQW aQd WakeQ RQ. ThiV iV Whe leYel aW Zhich
SeRSle (SeRSle iQ Whe eYeU\da\) deal ZiWh PaQagiQg Whe cUiViV.
PeRSle aW Whe baVe VeQVe WhaW ZhaW iV iQYRlYed iV QRW a VhRUW cUiWical
ShaVe bXW a lRQg SeUiRd, eYeQ WhRXgh hRSeV Rf ePeUgiQg fURP iW
VhRUWl\ haYe QRW diVaSSeaUed. HeQce Whe VhifW iQ ceQWUeV Rf iQWeUeVW,
WhURXgh a VeUieV Rf PiQXWe alWeUaWiRQV WhaW haYe SURdXced a Vi]eable
chaQge iQ UeceQW \eaUV: Whe iPSRUWaQce Rf PicUR-deciViRQV aQd
PicUR-adaSWaWiRQV, aQd a lack Rf iQWeUeVW iQ Whe WRWaliW\ aQd WheRU\.
The UeVXlW iV WhaW fURP 1975 RQZaUdV a ¶UefRUPiVW· gaPe aQd VWake
UeSlaced WhRVe Rf Whe cRQWeVWaWiRQ, ZiWhRXW WhRVe cRQceUQed haYiQg
a cleaU idea Rf ZheUe WhiV aWWiWXde iV leadiQg WheP¬«¬RXSWXUe? AW all
eYeQWV, a WUaQViWiRQ be\RQd cRQWeVWaWiRQ aQd cRQVeUYaWiVP alike. IQ
WheiU Za\, Whe iQWeUeVWed SaUWieV aUe chaUWiQg XQkQRZQ WeUUiWRU\.
ThiV gReV WRgeWheU ZiWh Whe cRQVWiWXWiRQ Rf VecRQdaU\ ciUcXiWV Rf
VXbVWiWXWiRQ aQd UeSlacePeQW, e[WeUQal WR Whe PajRU eVWabliVhed
QeWZRUkV. IW iV aV if, iQ RUdeU WR aYRid Whe WUaSV, Wake adYaQWage Rf
Whe ciUcXPVWaQceV, aQd eVcaSe Whe adYeUVe cRQVeTXeQceV, Whe SeRSle
Rf dail\ life had aQWiciSaWed Whe adYeQW Rf Whe dXal VRcieW\: RQ Whe
RQe haQd, dRPiQaQW, eVWabliVhed ciUcXiWV; RQ Whe RWheU, e[WeUQal
ciUcXiWV, PRRQlighWiQg, diUecW e[chaQge aQd baUWeU, PRUe RU leVV
XQdeUgURXQd cRQWacWV. ThiV VRPeWiPeV cUeaWeV Whe iPSUeVViRQ WhaW
¶VXbWeUUaQeaQ· UelaWiRQV aUe QRW e[WeUQal WR WhRVe eVWabliVhed iQ Whe
SXblic lighW Rf da\, bXW SeQeWUaWe aQd SRVVibl\ iQYigRUaWe WheP.

SXch aQ aQal\ViV acceSWV YaUiRXV W\Sical feaWXUeV Rf Whe ¶dXal
VRcieW\·, ZiWhRXW eQdRUViQg Whe ceQWUal WheViV: Whe VSliW beWZeeQ Whe



WZR fUagPeQWV Rf VRcieW\. IW ZRXld RSSRVe aQ\ aSSURSUiaWiRQ Rf Whe
cRQceSW Rf diʃeUeQce b\ WhiV WheViV.1

The VRPeZhaW diVlRcaWed cRQVeQVXV leaYeV URRP, RQ Whe RQe
haQd, fRU cRQVWUaiQW, VhRXld Whe VWaWe jXdge iW aSSURSUiaWe; aQd RQ
Whe RWheU, fRU YaUiRXV cXUUeQWV, cRQYeUgeQW RU diYeUgeQW. TheVe
cXUUeQWV Rf ideaV aQd RSiQiRQV ² WhaW iV WR Va\, Rf UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV ²
aUe QRW XQUelaWed WR VRcial claVVeV aQd VWUaWa, bXW Whe\ dR QRW
cRiQcide ZiWh WheP. A diʃeUeQW ¶claVViɹcaWiRQ· fURP claVViɹcaWiRQ iQ
WeUPV Rf claVVeV iV ePeUgiQg, alWhRXgh iW iV QRW RbYiRXV WhaW iW iV
beiQg cRQVRlidaWed VWUXcWXUall\; Whe WZR claVViɹcaWiRQV cRe[iVW, QRW
ZiWhRXW PeWhRdRlRgical aQd WheRUeWical SURblePV. The PXlWiSliciW\
Rf cXUUeQWV iQ RSiQiRQ, aQd alVR iQ lifeVW\leV, PaUkV RXW Whe eYeU\da\,
ZiWhRXW abRliVhiQg iWV cRQceSW. HRPRgeQeiW\ dReV QRW diVaSSeaU; iW
VWaQdV iQ fRU Whe YaQiVhiQg cRQVeQVXV. UQceUWaiQWieV, feaUV aQd
VcaUeV, Zhich aUe QRW diVSelled b\ Rɽcial VecXUiW\ PeaVXUeV, SURPSW
a VRUW Rf QeRUealiVP iQ behaYiRXU: SeRSle (Whe SeRSle Rf dail\ life)
VWaUW WR UeVSecW SRZeU PRUe WhaQ kQRZledge. WheQ kQRZledge
claVheV ZiWh SRZeU, iW lRVeV all SUeVWige iQ a cRQfURQWaWiRQ WhaW ZaV
RQce SUeVWigiRXV. YeW aXWhRUiW\ PXVW VWill be cRPbiQed ZiWh
cRPSeWeQce. IW ZRXld VeeP WhaW Whe TXeVW fRU VecXUiW\ aW aQ\ SUice
geQeUaWeV Whe RSSRViWe deViUe: a WaVWe fRU UiVk UeYiYeV aPRQg a
VecWiRQ Rf \RXQg SeRSle ² WhaW iV WR Va\, a WaVWe fRU liYiQg ZiWhRXW
gXaUaQWeeV. AW Whe VaPe WiPe, Whe WeQdeQc\ WR belieYe iQ SURgUeVV,
Zhich VeePed RXWPRded, iV VWUeQgWheQed: iQ ceUWaiQ cXUUeQWV Rf
RSiQiRQ, Whe hRSe iV WhaW UeceQW WechQRlRgieV Zill libeUaWe VRcieW\
fURP eVWabliVhed VXSeUYiViRQ aQd W\UaQQical SURWecWiRQ. ThiV hRSe iV
VRPeWiPeV WUaQVlaWed iQWR a SRliWical aiP: cRQWURl Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ
fURP belRZ aQd VRciali]aWiRQ Rf Whe VRcial gRRd WhaW iV iQfRUPaWiRQ
WechQRlRg\. WhaW fRllRZV iV a deYalXaWiRQ Rf ideRlRgieV, Zhich haV
alUead\ beeQ QRWed RQ VeYeUal RccaViRQV. MaU[iVP iV QRW e[ePSW
fURP WhiV: alWhRXgh ideRlRg\-cUiWiTXe ZaV eQeUgeWicall\ SXUVXed, aQd
eYeQ iQaXgXUaWed, b\ MaU[, hiV WheRUeWical WhRXghW iV UegaUded aV
ideRlRg\, aQd VRPeWiPeV aV Whe SURWRW\Se Rf Whe ideRlRgical.
CRQWUaUiZiVe, WechQRcUaWic ideRlRg\ iV QRW cRQVideUed ideRlRgical,
aQ\ PRUe WhaQ UeligiRQV, Zhich aUe WakeQ WR SURYide PRdelV fRU



eYeU\da\ SUacWice. ObYiRXVl\, Ze aUe ViPSl\ UefeUUiQg WR VRcial
WeQdeQcieV aQd WUeQdV heUe.

The eURViRQ Rf iQVWiWXWiRQal iPageV iV a VXbjecW fRU VWXd\
(iQVWiWXWiRQal aQal\ViV). TheVe VWXdieV dR QRW cRQceUQ Whe cUiWiTXe Rf
eYeU\da\ life diUecWl\, \eW Whe\ aUe Rf UeleYaQce WR iW iQ WhaW Whe\
diVclRVe PRdiɹcaWiRQV iQ SUacWice, QRW PeUel\ iQ Whe diVcXUViYe RU
Whe iPagiQaU\. IW VeePV WhaW a ceUWaiQ XQdeUVWaQdiQg Rf VRcial facWV iV
ePeUgiQg aPRQg a Zide SXblic, Zhich iQ QR Za\ e[clXdeV
iPSRYeUiVhPeQW Rf Whe social, UedXced WR ¶cRPPXQiW\· aQd VRcial
VecXUiW\ RU VecXUiW\ PeaVXUeV. QXiWe Whe UeYeUVe: Whe\ SURceed iQ
WaQdeP. NaiYeW\ aQd cUedXliW\ aUe VlRZl\ bXW VXUel\ diVaSSeaUiQg:
¶cUedibiliW\· iV dePaQded. PeRSle Veek RXW Whe ¶aXWheQWic·, RU WRkeQV
Rf iW ² Zhich VWill leaYeV SleQW\ Rf URRP fRU P\VWiɹcaWiRQ aQd
deceSWiRQ. IW iV QRQe Whe leVV Whe caVe WhaW PiVWUXVW RQ Whe SaUW Rf Whe
eYeU\da\ SeUVRQ e[WeQdV WR all diVcRXUVeV. HaYe Ze QRW Ueached Whe
SRiQW iQ eYeU\da\ UelaWiRQV ZheUe Ze iQWeUSUeW geVWXUeV aQd facial
e[SUeVViRQV aV PXch aV Ze gUaVS Whe PeaQiQg Rf ZRUdV? IQWeUeVW iQ
¶bRd\ laQgXage· iQcUeaVeV ZiWh a ceUWaiQ UeYiYal Rf Whe bRd\ aQd Rf
iQWeUeVW iQ Whe bRd\, ZiWh Whe SXUVXiW Rf iWV UeaSSURSUiaWiRQ ² abRYe
all, b\ aQd fRU ZRPeQ ² aW Whe e[SeQVe Rf Whe iPage aQd Whe
VSecWacle. The SUedRPiQaQce Rf Whe YiVXal ² iPage, VSecWacle ² RYeU
Whe cRUSRUeal iV decliQiQg ZiWhRXW diVaSSeaUiQg ² VRPeWhiQg WhaW
Zill VlRZl\ bXW VXUel\ alWeU Whe UelaWiRQ beWZeeQ dail\ life aQd VSace.
SSace iV QR lRQgeU deɹQed e[clXViYel\ iQ RSWical, geRPeWUical aQd
TXaQWiWaWiYe faVhiRQ. IW iV becRPiQg ² RU RQce agaiQ becRPiQg ² a
ɻeVh-aQd-blRRd VSace, RccXSied b\ Whe bRd\ (b\ bRdieV). JXdgiQg
fURP ceUWaiQ Ueadil\ RbVeUYable V\PSWRPV, dail\ life iV WeQdiQg WR
becRPe, RU RQce agaiQ becRPe, PXlWi-VeQVRU\; Whe TXeVW aQd deViUe
fRU a PRUe acWXal SUeVeQce aUe VXbVWiWXWed fRU iPageV aV VXch. HeQce
a ceUWaiQ UeYiYal Rf Whe WheaWUe aQd, RQ Whe RWheU haQd, Whe VeaUch
fRU UicheU (WhUee-diPeQViRQal) iPageV.

CiWi]eQV ² QRW WR PeQWiRQ XVeUV ² haYe a VWURQgeU aQd cleaUeU VeQVe
Rf Whe UelaWiRQV Rf dRPiQaWiRQ WR Whe e[WeQW WhaW aXWhRUiW\ aV VXch
iPSacWV RQ WheP, Whe fXQcWiRQiQg Rf iQVWiWXWiRQV QR lRQgeU
SURceediQg ¶all b\ iWVelf·. The\ deWecW PaQiSXlaWiRQ WhURXgh
iQWeUSUeWaWiRQV Rf ¶facWV· WhaW aUe iQ WhePVelYeV aPbigXRXV. The



cRQdiWiRQV fRU a UXSWXUe aQd Ueal chaQge iQ life VeeP WR be beiQg
cUeaWed biW b\ biW, gUadXall\. YeW ZhR ZaQWV ¶Ueall\· WR chaQge life,
RWheU WhaQ b\ diVcRXUVe? EYeU\da\ e[iVWeQce aW hRPe, iQ Whe hRXVe
(Zhich iQ a PajRUiW\ Rf caVeV iV QR lRQgeU RQe), UeɻecWV Rɽce life RU
facWRU\ life; aQd Yice YeUVa. WhaW iV iQWRleUable iQ Whe RQe UeɻecWV
ZhaW iV iQWRleUable iQ Whe RWheU. TakeQ WRgeWheU, Whe\ VXSSRUW RQe
aQRWheU aQd eYeU\RQe, dRPiQaQW aQd dRPiQaWed alike, adaSWV WR iW.

AW WhiV SRiQW iQ Whe aQal\ViV, Ze caQ adYaQce VRPe h\SRWheVeV.
ThiV aQal\ViV deWecWV V\PSWRPV Rf a gUadXal WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ, Zhich
iV RQl\ jXVW begiQQiQg. ThiV dReV QRW SUeclXde TXaliWaWiYe leaSV aV a
UeVXlW Rf glRbal acWiRQV: deciViRQV, eYeQWV, caWaVWURSheV. AW Whe
SRliWical leYel, iQ WhiV SeUVSecWiYe, Ze aUe ZiWQeVViQg a WUaQViWiRQ
fURP iPSeUVRQal SRZeU ² abVWUacW SRZeU aQd VRYeUeigQW\ ² WR
aXWhRUiW\; aQd fURP Whe laWWeU WR iQɻXeQce ² WhaW iV WR Va\, a
SeUVRQali]aWiRQ Rf aXWhRUiW\ UeTXiUiQg diUecW cRQWacW ZiWh ¶VXbjecWV·.
TheUe iV alVR a WUaQViWiRQ fURP laUge eVWabliVhed XQiWV WRZaUdV
VPalleU XQiWV, ¶baVe cellV· cRQQecWed WR lRcal VSaceV (ViWeV), Zhich
cRQWaiQV a UiVk Rf diVlRcaWiRQ bXW WeQdV WR faYRXU diʃeUeQceV RYeU
hRPRgeQi]aWiRQ. Will Whe cUiViV geQeUaWe diʃeUeQWiaWiRQ RU
fUagPeQWaWiRQ? FRU Whe WiPe beiQg, Whe TXeVWiRQ Zill UePaiQ ZiWhRXW
a deɹQiWe aQVZeU, ViQce WhaW deSeQdV RQ bRWh VRcial SUacWice aQd
SRliWical SUacWice, iQiWiaWiYeV fURP belRZ aQd deciViRQV aW Whe WRS.
FXUWheUPRUe, iW Pa\ be WhaW QeZ cRQWUadicWiRQV Zill ePeUge, aQd
WhaW Whe cUiViV Zill iQdXce bRWh diʃeUeQWiaWiRQ aQd fUagPeQWaWiRQ ²
WhaW iV WR Va\, ViWeV WhaW aUe Uich iQ UelaWiRQV aQd ViWeV ZiWhRXW
UelaWiRQV, fRUPV Rf VRliWXde. ThXV, Ze ViPXlWaQeRXVl\ RbVeUYe a
gURZiQg deViUe fRU cRUSRUealiW\, Zhich alZa\V haV VRPeWhiQg
RSaTXe abRXW iW, aQd a lRQgiQg fRU WUaQVSaUeQc\, Zhich SUeclXdeV
aQ\ RSaciW\ iQ UelaWiRQV. SiPilaUl\, iQcUeaViQg iQWeUeVW aWWacheV WR
UeVXlWV, Zhich UeTXiUe VWUicW iQdiYidXal RU cRllecWiYe diVciSliQe, aQd
aW Whe VaPe WiPe WR FUeedRP aV Zell aV fUeedRPV. BXW Whe PRVW
VigQiɹcaQW WhiQg WRda\, ZheQ iW cRPeV WR aVVeVViQg facWRUV Rf
cRQWiQXiW\ aQd/RU diVcRQWiQXiW\, iV WR gUaVS Whe imporWance accRUded
WR dail\ life. The dRPiQaWed, Whe ¶VXbjecWV·, QRZ UeSUeVeQW
WhePVelYeV WR WhePVelYeV iQ accRUdaQce ZiWh eYeU\da\ SUacWice, QRW
ideRlRgieV (Zhich dR QRW diVaSSeaU fRU all WhaW). IQ facW, WRda\



eYeU\RQe baQkV RQ dail\ life: SRliWiciaQV aV Zell aV SURfeVViRQal
PaQiSXlaWRUV, adYeUWiVeUV aQd SURSagaQdiVWV, aQd alVR ¶VXbjecWV·. The
leYel Rf Whe WRWaliW\ UePaiQV Rf deciViYe iPSRUWaQce, ViQce iW iV Whe
leYel Rf deciViRQ-PakiQg. BXW iW iV SeUceiYed RQl\ iQ iWV UelaWiRQ WR
ZhaW aUe called lRcal aQd liPiWed ² iQ UealiW\, eYeU\da\ ² acWiRQV.
WiWhRXW deQ\iQg iW, WhiV ViWXaWeV Whe WheRUeWical aQd SUacWical ² WhaW
iV SRliWical ² iPSRUWaQce Rf Whe ZhRle, bXW UegiVWeUV Whe UeceQW facW
WhaW Whe lRcal, Whe SUR[iPaWe ² WhaW iV WR Va\, dail\ life ² allRZV fRU
acWiRQ b\ WhRVe ¶cRQceUQed· aQd VeePV WR WheP WR be Whe SUiYileged
ViWe, Whe RQl\ ViWe (aQd iQ WhiV Whe\ aUe PiVWakeQ), iQ Zhich Whe\ caQ
be eʃecWiYe.

2 Recuperation

A TXeVWiRQ aUiVeV. The alWeUaWiRQV QRZ XQdeU Za\, Zhich WeQd
WRZaUdV SURYRkiQg UXSWXUe, eQcRXQWeU cRQWUaU\ ² VWabili]iQg aQd
UedXcWiYe ² fRUceV, Zhich WeQd WRZaUdV iPPRbiliW\ XQdeU Whe SUeWe[W
Rf eTXilibUiXP. HRZ aQd Zh\ iV iW WhaW Whe elePeQWV Rf PRbiliW\ aQd
UeQRYaWiRQ haYe QRW hiWheUWR had PRUe iPSacW, WR XVe Whe
VRciRlRgical WeUPiQRlRg\? HRZ aQd Zh\ haYe Whe\ QRW bURkeQ
WhURXgh Whe baUUieUV?

RecXSeUaWiRQ iV QRW VRPeWhiQg iQYeQWed b\ iQWellecWXalV WR e[SlaiQ
Whe failXUe Rf VXbYeUViYe, iQQRYaWRU\ ideaV aQd SURjecWV. IWV cRQceSW ²
fRU WhaW iV ZhaW iW iV ² ZaV faVhiRQed WR UefeU WR a (VRcial aQd
SRliWical) SUacWice. MRUeRYeU, iQ accRUdaQce ZiWh Whe faPRXV
HegeliaQ laZ, Whe cRQceSW aSSeaUed belaWedl\, ZheQ ZhaW iW UefeUUed
WR had alUead\ RccXUUed, beeQ e[haXVWed, aQd ZaV eYeQ WeQdiQg WR
fade.

The UecXSeUaWiYe RSeUaWiRQV caQ be iQYeQWRUied; Whe\ ZeUe
delibeUaWel\ WaUgeWed aW ZhaW PighW haYe chaQged, iQ RUdeU WR
SUeYeQW chaQge. The defeaW Rf chaQge caQ VRPeWiPeV eQWail
aSSUeciable PRdiɹcaWiRQV, Zhich QeYeUWheleVV fall VhRUW Rf Whe
SRVVibiliWieV aQd SURjecWV. A UePaUkable iQVWaQce, WR Zhich UefeUeQce
haV alUead\ beeQ Pade, cRQceUQV Whe faPil\. UQWil UeceQWl\ Whe
faPil\ ZaV Whe dRPiQaQW ɹgXUe iQ VRcial UelaWiRQV, bXW Whe WZeQWieWh



ceQWXU\ VaZ iW diVcUediWed aQd ZeakeQed; iW iV iQcUeaViQgl\ RXW Rf
Slace iQ iWV VRcial lRcaWiRQ: Whe jXQcWiRQ beWZeeQ Whe SXblic aQd Whe
SUiYaWe. IQ Whe cXUUeQW PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ, Whe eQWeUSUiVe iV
gUadXall\ UeSlaciQg Whe faPil\ aV dRPiQaQW ɹgXUe, fRU Whe faPil\
iWVelf iV aVVXPiQg Whe VhaSe Rf aQ eQWeUSUiVe. EYeQ VR, iW VWill diʃeUV
fURP Whe eQWeUSUiVe becaXVe Rf Whe aʃecWiYe aV Zell aV PaWeUial
iQYeVWPeQW UeTXiUed WR edXcaWe childUeQ. NRWZiWhVWaQdiQg
UeViVWaQce, WhiV WeQdV WR Wake SUide Rf Slace; iW becRPeV Whe cUXcial
liQk iQ Whe WUaQVPiVViRQ Rf caSiWal, Rf PaWeUial aQd VSiUiWXal
(cXlWXUal) SURSeUW\. IQ WhiV Za\, a PRdel Rf Whe bRXUgeRiV faPil\ iV
cRQVWiWXWed. BelaWedl\: SUiRU WR WhiV, Whe bRXUgeRiVie VWill fRllRZed
Whe aUiVWRcUaWic PRdel, Zhich, iQ a PaQQeU Rf VSeakiQg, iW iPiWaWed.
YeW QR VRRQeU haV iW beeQ cRQVWiWXWed WhaQ Whe bRXUgeRiV, caSiWaliVW
PRdel, geQeUaWed b\ Whe PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ, WeQdV WR bUeak dRZQ.
Wh\? BecaXVe iW iV RSSUeVViYe, eYeQ fRU WhRVe ZhR beQeɹW fURP iW. IW
iV aWWacked RQ all VideV: b\ ZRPeQ·V PRYePeQWV; b\ iQWellecWXalV
(¶FaPilieV, I haWe \RX!«·); b\ Whe SURlifeUaWiRQ Rf diYRUce; b\ Whe
iQWegUaWiRQ Rf ZRPeQ iQWR ecRQRPic acWiYiW\; aQd SeUhaSV abRYe all
b\ Whe cRQWURl WhaW ZRPeQ haYe ZRQ RYeU Whe Sh\ViRlRgical SURceVV
Rf feUWiliW\ ² a geQXiQel\ QeZ SRZeU, RU UaWheU coXnWer-poZer, aQd
heQce a facWRU Rf UXSWXUe. AQd \eW, iQ Whe YeU\ SURceVV Rf WhiV
diVUXSWiRQ, aQd iQ cRQWUadicWiRQ ZiWh iW, Whe UeVWUicWed faPil\ iV
cRQVRlidaWed. MXch PRUe WhaQ WhaW: Whe SRSXlaU (SURleWaUiaQ)
faPil\, SUeYiRXVl\ laUgeU WhaQ Whe bRXUgeRiV faPil\ aQd PRUe RSeQ
WR Whe VRcial, iV PRdelliQg iWVelf RQ Whe bRXUgeRiV faPil\. CUiWical
ideRlRg\ ² Whe UejecWiRQ Rf iQVWiWXWiRQV, Whe afRUePeQWiRQed
diVaSSeaUaQce Rf Whe cRQVeQVXV abRXW iQVWiWXWiRQV, Whe deYalXaWiRQ
Rf Whe VacUed cRQjXgal bRQd aQd Rf Whe faPil\ aV a SUiYileged ViWe ²
WhiV ¶adYaQced· ideRlRg\ haV QRW diVaSSeaUed. IW SeUViVWV. BXW iQ
VRcial SUacWice, Whe faPil\, ZiWh iWV PRdeUQ cRPSlePeQW aQd PRdel,
Whe eQWeUSUiVe, UePaiQV fXQcWiRQall\ aQd VWUXcWXUall\ fXQdaPeQWal.
AdYaQced ideRlRg\, backZaUd VWUXcWXUeV! The laZV iQ FUaQce
UefRUPiQg Whe ViWXaWiRQ Rf ZRPeQ aQd WheiU legal VWaWXV haYe
VWUeQgWheQed Whe faPil\. OQ Whe RWheU haQd, iQeTXaliW\ beWZeeQ
ZRPeQ aQd PeQ ² diVcUiPiQaWiRQ ² eliPiQaWed WR a ceUWaiQ e[WeQW
fURP Whe faPil\ gURXS, iV PaiQWaiQed iQ Whe eQWeUSUiVe, ZRUkVhRS RU



Rɽce, aQd SRVVibl\ eYeQ iQWeQViɹed. WheQce Whe cRPSeQVaWRU\
UefeUeQce Rf WheVe aVSecWV Rf dail\ life WR RQe aQRWheU. DReV WhiV
XQTXeVWiRQable UecXSeUaWiRQ Rf Whe faPilial deUiYe fURP Whe VWaWe?
FURP Whe VWUaWeg\ Rf Whe PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ? FURP a VSRQWaQeRXV
alWeUaWiRQ iQ YalXeV aQd QRUPV? OU fURP aQ XQZiWWiQg UeWXUQ WR
WUadiWiRQV? IW Ueall\ dReVQ·W PaWWeU. The SheQRPeQRQ iV ZiWh XV: a
caVe Rf alWeUaWiRQ aQd UecXSeUaWiRQ.

TheUe iV QR lack Rf VXbjecWV fRU UecXSeUaWiRQ: Whe XUbaQ TXeVWiRQ,
diʃeUeQce, Velf-PaQagePeQW, haYe beeQ UecXSeUaWed RU aUe iQ Whe
SURceVV Rf beiQg UecXSeUaWed. WhaW dReV Whe SURceVV Rf UecXSeUaWiRQ
cRQViVW iQ? IQ WhiV: aQ idea RU a SURjecW UegaUded aV iUUedeePabl\
UeYRlXWiRQaU\ RU VXbYeUViYe ² WhaW iV WR Va\, RQ Whe SRiQW Rf
iQWURdXciQg a diVcRQWiQXiW\ ² iV QRUPali]ed, UeiQWegUaWed iQWR Whe
e[iVWiQg RUdeU, aQd eYeQ UeYiYeV iW. ShakeQ fRU a bUief PRPeQW, Whe
VRcial UelaWiRQV Rf SURdXcWiRQ aQd UeSURdXcWiRQ ² WhaW iV WR Va\,
dRPiQaWiRQ ² aUe UeiQfRUced. RaWheU WhaQ aQal\]iQg Whe SURceVV ² Whe
diYeUViRQ aQd ciUcXPYeQWiRQ Rf Whe iQiWial SURjecW ² Whe h\SeUcUiWicV,
dRgPaWiVWV aQd VecWaUiaQV SUefeU WR blaPe WhRVe ZhR WRRk Whe
iQiWiaWiYe aQd laXQched Whe idea. ThiV iV a WheRUeWical aQd SUacWical
eUURU. The facW WhaW a SURjecW RU cRQceSW haV beeQ ¶UecXSeUaWed· dReV
QRW PeaQ WhaW iW ZaV QRW SRWeQWiall\ acWiYe fRU a SeUiRd Rf WiPe. IW
PeaQV WhaW ¶SeRSle· (Whe RSSRQeQWV Rf Whe eVWabliVhed RUdeU RU
diVRUdeU) did QRW kQRZ hRZ, RU ZeUe QRW able, WR Vei]e Whe
RSSRUWXQiW\, Whe faYRXUable cRQjXQcWXUe, aQd caUU\ RXW Whe SURjecW.
CRQjXQcWXUeV SaVV; RSSRUWXQiWieV diVaSSeaU fRU gRRd. EYeQ befRUe
cRQTXeUiQg Whe dRcWUiQe Rf hiVWRUical eYRlXWiRQ, Whe GUeek
ShilRVRSheUV ZeUe aZaUe Rf WhaW. IV WhiV QRW hRZ iQYeQWRUV, geQeUall\
SRViWiRQed RQ Whe LefW, SURYide ideaV fRU ¶UeacWiRQaUieV·, WhaW iV, Whe
RighW? CeUWaiQl\. BXW aWWUibXWiQg Whe failXUe RU diYeUViRQ WR Whe
SeUVRQ ZhR VXggeVWed Whe idea iV QeYeUWheleVV a fXWile aQd diVhRQeVW
SRlePical RSeUaWiRQ. Like blaPiQg MaU[ fRU Whe bRUURZiQgV aQd
aSSURSUiaWiRQV ² b\ Ke\QeV aQd VR PaQ\ RWheUV ² WhaW allRZed
caSiWal WR VXUYiYe aQd ZiQ RXW. IQ WhiV Za\, VeUiRXV UeVSRQVibiliWieV
aUe PaVked. AbRYe all, a baVic VRciR-SRliWical facW iV Yeiled: fRU WZR
ceQWXUieV aQd PRUe, iQYeQWiRQ haV beeQ Whe fUXiW Rf cUiWical WhiQkiQg,
WhaW iV WR Va\, Rf Whe LefW. The eVWabliVhed RUdeU haV a gUeaW caSaciW\



fRU adaSWaWiRQ aQd iQWegUaWiRQ; iW aVViPilaWeV ZhaW iV RSSRVed WR iW. IW
haV dePRQVWUaWed a VXUSUiViQg ɻe[ibiliW\, aQ XQVXVSecWed caSaciW\,
Zhich VhRXld WakeQ iQWR accRXQW, iQVWead Rf aWWackiQg WhRVe ZhR
iQYeQW. MaU[, WR cRPe back WR hiP ² iV QRW iQ aQ\ Za\ UeVSRQVible
fRU Whe degeQeUaWiRQ aQd dXbiRXV XVe Rf MaU[iVP. AQRWheU
e[ePSlaU\ caVe iV SaWUiRWiVP, a UeYRlXWiRQaU\ iQYeQWiRQ WhaW ZaV
aSSURSUiaWed RYeU Whe cRXUVe Rf Whe QiQeWeeQWh ceQWXU\ ZiWh
QaWiRQal TXeVWiRQV aQd WheiU eʃecWV RQ VRcial aQd SRliWical iVVXeV.
AQRWheU e[aPSle iV SlaQQiQg, bUaiQZaYe Rf MaU[iVWV aQd MaU[
hiPVelf, Zhich RbVeVVed VWaWeVPeQ Whe ZRUld RYeU WhURXghRXW Whe
WZeQWieWh ceQWXU\. The VRle e[ceSWiRQ iV UegiRQaliVP ² fRU VR lRQg a
UighWiVW cRQceSW, adRSWed b\ Whe LefW aQd eYeQ ¶XlWUa-lefWiVP·, bXW
RQe Zhich Whe RighW caQ VWill Pake iWV PRWWR if lefW-ZiQg
deceQWUali]aWiRQ PiVɹUeV! AQ\ PiVXQdeUVWaQdiQg RQ WhiV cUXcial
SRiQW leadV WR Whe lRVV Rf a WRRl fRU aQal\ViQg Whe PRdeUQ ZRUld
cUiWicall\. H\SeUcUiWiciVP haV QRW Pade VXch aQal\ViV eaVieU, RU PRUe
SURfRXQd, RU PRUe eʃecWiYe. IW haV becRPe iPSRVVible WR Pake aQ\
SURSRVal ZiWhRXW iW iPPediaWel\ beiQg accXVed Rf UecXSeUaWiRQ, iQ
Whe QaPe Rf a bRldeU SURjecW aQd eVSeciall\ a PRUe Uadical
QegaWiYiVP. ThiV SVeXdR-UadicaliVP haV alZa\V cRQfXVed PRPeQWV
aQd aVSecWV ZiWhiQ Whe SURceVV. FiUVW SRiQW: ZhaW caQ be UecXSeUaWed
iV QRW, b\ Whe VaPe WRkeQ, UecXSeUaWiYe. SecRQd SRiQW, Zhich PXVW
be VWUeVVed: WheUe iV QRWhiQg ² QR SURSRVal, QR SURjecW, QR idea ²
Zhich caQQRW be UecXSeUaWed, WhaW iV WR Va\, XVed b\ diʃeUeQW VRcial
RU SRliWical fRUceV fURP WhRVe iQ ZhRVe QaPe iW ZaV adYaQced. ThiUd
SRiQW: iW iV XQjXVW aV Zell aV abVXUd WR iPSXWe UecXSeUaWiRQ WR WhRVe
ZhR iQiWiaWe ZhaW iV VXbVeTXeQWl\ UecXSeUaWed.

DXUiQg Whe SeUiRd iQ Zhich cRQWeVWaWiRQ Uaged aQd blRVVRPed, XS
WR 1975 RU WheUeabRXWV, UecXSeUaWiRQ becaPe aQ Rɽcial ² iQ RWheU
ZRUdV, SRliWical ² acWiYiW\. PUiYaWe RU jRiQW UeVeaUch cRQVXlWaQcieV
WRRk chaUge Rf iW. IQ Whe SaVW, iW RccXUUed VSRQWaQeRXVl\, bliQdl\, aW
Whe leYel Rf a faiUl\ laUge gURXS RU VRcial claVV. A UePiQdeU:
SaWUiRWiVP, Zhich ZaV digeVWed iQ Whe Za\ aQ aQiPal digeVWV fRRd b\
Whe UighW-ZiQg bRXUgeRiVie, iWV UeSUeVeQWaWiYeV aQd SRliWical
VXSSRUWeUV, aQd WUaQVfRUPed iQWR chaXYiQiVP. NaWiRQaliVP Pade iW
SRVVible fRU Whe dRPiQaQW claVV WR aQQe[ RWheU claVVeV RU claVV



fUacWiRQV WR iWVelf b\ QeXWUali]iQg RSSRViWiRQ, befRUe fXQcWiRQiQg aV
aQ ¶ideRlRgical deWRQaWRU· (WR XVe JeaQ-PieUUe Fa\e·V e[SUeVViRQ,
adRSWed b\ ReQp LRXUaX)2 ² WhaW iV WR Va\, e[SlRdiQg lefW-ZiQg ideaV
aQd ideRlRgieV, aQd ɻ\iQg like aQ elecWUic VSaUk beWZeeQ WZR SRleV ²
LefW aQd RighW ² Zhich ZeUe VXddeQl\ aVViPilaWed, SURPSWiQg QRYel
SRliWical SheQRPeQa like QaWiRQal VRcialiVP. SR UecXSeUaWiRQ haV
beeQ gRiQg RQ fRU a YeU\ lRQg WiPe, bXW QRW iQ Whe PaQQeU Rf Whe
\eaUV Rf SURWeVW. DXUiQg WhiV SeUiRd, Zhich ZaV faiUl\ bUief, Whe WacWic
Rf Whe cRQVXlWaQcieV diUecWed b\ WechQRcUaWV ZaV ViPSle: aVVigQiQg
Whe SURWeVWeUV WhePVelYeV Whe UeVSRQVibiliW\ fRU VWXd\iQg delicaWe
TXeVWiRQV, WhXV RbligiQg WheP WR Pake daUiQg ideaV aQd SURjecWV
aVViPilable. OQce Whe idea RU SURjecW had beeQ ¶VWXdied· ² WhaW iV WR
Va\, chaQged iQWR kQRZledge aQd diVcRXUVe ² Whe eVWabliVhed RUdeU
cRXld Wake fURP iW ZhaW VXiWed iW, bRWh WR diVgXiVe aQd WR UeQeZ iWVelf
b\ diVcRYeUiQg cRQYeQieQW VRlXWiRQV WR Ueal SURblePV. SXch
RSeUaWiRQV aVVXPed Whe SUiRUiW\ Rf a ceUWaiQ SRViWiYe kQRZledge,
cRQVWiWXWed aV a cRUSXV bXW VWill ɻe[ible ² WhaW Rf Whe WechQRcUaWV.
The laWWeU ZeUe cRQVciRXV Rf WheiU RZQ ZeakQeVVeV: WheiU deaUWh Rf
iQYeQWiYe caSaciW\ ² Rf ¶cUeaWiYiW\·, WR XVe WheiU RZQ WeUPiQRlRg\ aQd
P\WhRlRg\. WiWh WhiV VhUeZd PRYe, Whe WechQRcUaWV, ZhR did
SRVVeVV SRZeUV Rf Ueali]aWiRQ, VWiPXlaWed WheiU deɹcieQW iPagiQaWiRQ
aQd cRPSeQVaWed fRU iW, Zhile defXViQg daQgeURXV WheVeV. AV a
UeVXlW, WeQdeQcieV WRZaUdV diVcRQWiQXiW\, WRZaUdV UXSWXUe, WXUQed
iQWR facWRUV fRU QRQ-chaQge. ThiV faWe ZaV QRW UeVeUYed fRU MaU[iVWV,
bXW eYeQ VR Whe\ eQjR\ed a ceUWaiQ SUiYilege. AV Whe PaiQ WaUgeW Rf
WheVe RSeUaWiRQV, MaU[iVP ZaV lRRked XSRQ aV Whe PRVW feUWile
VRXUce RQce iW had beeQ aSSURSUiaWed. AQ e[ePSlaU\ caVe ZaV Whe
cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life, eQcaSVXlaWed aV ¶Changer la Yie·. ThiV
fRUPXla ² Zhich, WR VWaUW Rʃ ZiWh, ZaV diVWXUbiQg aQd VXbYeUViYe,
albeiW YagXe ² ZaV WheQ adRSWed aQd adaSWed RQ all VideV, baQali]ed,
UecXSeUaWed b\ adYeUWiViQg aV Zell aV YaUiRXV SRliWical SaUWieV, aQd
eQded XS beiQg blXQWed aQd ɻaWWeQed iQWR ¶TXaliW\ Rf life·. ThiV
UedXced iW WR VigQV Rf WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ aQd diVcRXUVe RQ
WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ, befRUe iW eQded XS iQ VR-called cRQcUeWe SURSRValV
cRQceUQiQg hRlida\ SeUiRdV aQd ZRUkiQg hRXUV. IQ lieX Rf chaQgiQg
life, Whe iPage Rf life ZaV chaQged!



ThiV SURPSWV Pe WR fRUPXlaWe aV aQ a[iRP a SURSRViWiRQ WhaW I
haYe alUead\ adYaQced: QRWhiQg iV iPPXQe WR UecXSeUaWiRQ. LeW Pe
eQd ZiWh Whe e[aPSle Rf hXPaQ UighWV. The facW WhaW VRPe
daQgeURXV fRUceV, eYeQ iPSeUialiVP, haYe VRXghW WR Pake XVe Rf
WheP, aQd VXcceeded; Whe facW WhaW Whe\ haYe VXSSlied ideRlRgieV
aQd WacWicV ² WheVe caQQRW jXVWif\ abaQdRQiQg RU diVaYRZiQg WheP,
e[ceSW RXW Rf VecWaUiaQiVP. OQ Whe cRQWUaU\. We PXVW XQdeUVWaQd
Whe e[SUeVViRQ ¶aUeQa aQd VWake Rf Whe VWUXggle· iQ iWV VWURQgeVW VeQVe.
HXPaQ UighWV? ThURXgh a haUd-fRXghW baWWle Whe\ PXVW be ZUeVWed
fURP WhRVe ZhR Veek WR XVe aQd abXVe WheP. IW ZaV a VeUiRXV
SRliWical eUURU (a) WR UegaUd WheVe UighWV aV SRliWical WRRlV
SeUPaQeQWl\ iQ Whe VeUYice Rf WhRVe ZhR aUe dRPiQaQW; (b)
SeUePSWRUil\ WR UefXWe Whe ideRlRg\ WhaW haV hiVWRUicall\ VXSSlied
WheiU eQYelRSe, WhURZiQg Whe bab\ RXW ZiWh Whe baWh-ZaWeU; (c) QRW
WR giYe WheP a diʃeUeQW fRXQdaWiRQ, e[WUicaWiQg WheP fURP Whe Rld
hXPaQiVW ideRlRg\; (d) QRW WR RSeQ WheP RXW b\ addiQg a
PXlWiSliciW\ Rf UighWV, iQclXdiQg Whe UighW WR liYe iQ Whe ciW\, Whe UighW
WR diʃeUeQce, aQd VR RQ.

WhaW haSSeQV ZheQ VkilfXll\ cRQdXcWed UecXSeUaWiYe RSeUaWiRQV
VXcceed? DePaQdV, aVSiUaWiRQV, iQWeQWiRQV aUe diYeUWed aQd WXUQed
agaiQVW Whe iQiWial deVigQ. I PXVW iQViVW XSRQ WhiV SaUadR[:
cRQfURQWaWiRQV aQd cUiVeV, iQclXdiQg ZaUV, aV Zell aV Whe PRUe RU leVV
MaU[iVW-iQVSiUed WheRU\ Rf WheVe cUiVeV, haYe hiWheUWR VeUYed Whe
PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ. The\ haYe allRZed iWV UeSUeVeQWaWiYeV aQd
leadeUV WR iQWURdXce VRPeWhiQg QeZ iQWR Whe ecRQRPicR-VRciR-
SRliWical RUdeU. FURP RQe UecXSeUaWiRQ WR Whe Qe[W, Whe VRYeUeigQ
RUdeU aQd VXbRUdiQaWe RUdeUV haYe acTXiUed a caSaciW\ fRU
iQWegUaWiRQ WhaW iV achieYed WhURXgh RSSRViWiRQ, dePaQdV,
cRQWeVWaWiRQ. RecXSeUaWiRQ haV a PRVW UePaUkable UedXcWiRQ eʃecW ²
WhiV RbVeUYaWiRQ aSSlieV QRW RQl\ WR ideRlRgieV bXW WR SUacWice aV
Zell.

IQ UecXSeUaWiYe RSeUaWiRQV, iW iV RfWeQ diɽcXlW WR diVWiQgXiVh Whe
Pi[ Rf VWUaWegic iQWeQWiRQ, ideRlRg\ aQd SUacWical VSRQWaQeiW\. LeW XV
e[aPiQe Whe caVe Rf Whe UeRccXSaWiRQ Rf WRZQ ceQWUeV b\ Whe Piddle
claVVeV aQd a QeR-bRXUgeRiVie ² iQ VhRUW, b\ aQ ¶eliWe·. FRU a SeUiRd Rf
WiPe, iW ZaV SRVVible WhaW Whe deWeUiRUaWiQg XUbaQ ceQWUeV, Zhich had



beeQ abaQdRQed fRU Whe VPaUW VXbXUbV, ZRXld be WakeQ back RYeU
aQd eYeQ UeRccXSied b\ Whe SeRSle. ThiV PRYePeQW cRXld haYe
becRPe deciViYe aQd deWeUPiQaQW iQ a VWUaWeg\ Rf XUbaQ UeYRlXWiRQV.
LaWiQ APeUica iQ SaUWicXlaU ZaV SRiVed fRU aQ eQRUPRXV
UeYRlXWiRQaU\ caPSaigQ: VWaUWiQg RXW fURP Whe VhaQW\WRZQV aQd
Vei]iQg hRld Rf Whe ceQWUeV. YeW WhiV PRYePeQW haV beeQ WePSRUaUil\
bURkeQ b\ UeSUeVViRQ, YiRleQce aQd cRUUXSWiRQ, bXW alVR b\
UecXSeUaWiRQ. NeiWheU ZRUkeUV, QRU Whe XQePSlR\ed, QRU
e[SURSUiaWed SeaVaQWV haYe WakeQ back cRQWURl Rf Whe WRZQ ceQWUeV.

3 Diʃerence

ThiV cRQceSW aQd iWV cRUUelaWiYe, Whe UighW WR diʃeUeQce, achieYed
WheRUeWical fRUPXlaWiRQ aURXQd 1968. BefRUe WhiV, RbYiRXVl\, a
SUacWice, aVSiUaWiRQV aQd dePaQdV, aWWePSWV aW a UaWiRQal
elabRUaWiRQ, e[iVWed. RRXQd abRXW WhiV daWe, WheRUeWical WhiQkiQg
aUUiYed aW diʃeUeQce Yia VeYeUal cRQYeUgeQW SaWhV: (a) Whe scienWiɹc
roXWe: Whe cRQceSW Rf diʃeUeQce Sla\V a PajRU URle bRWh iQ
PaWhePaWical VeW WheRU\ aQd iQ liQgXiVWicV aQd UelaWed VcieQceV; (b)
Whe philosophical roXWe, RU geQeUal UeɻecWiRQV RQ Whe hXPaQ VSecieV
aQd iWV SRVVibiliWieV, RQ aQWhURSRlRg\ aQd eWhQic gURXSV, RQ hiVWRU\,
aQd VR RQ; (c) Whe meWhodological roXWe, Whe cRQceSW Rf diʃeUeQce
feaWXUiQg iQ UeɻecWiRQV RQ lRgic, bXW alVR aV aQ aUWicXlaWiRQ beWZeeQ
lRgic aQd dialecWicV; (d) Whe URXWe Rf proWesW, iQ UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ
Ve[eV, geQeUaWiRQV, UegiRQV, aQd VR RQ.

The fRUPXlaWiRQ Rf Whe cRQceSW, aQd Whe UighW iW iQYRlYeV, SURYided
WheRUeWical legiWiPaWiRQ fRU VRPe YeU\ diYeUVe PRYePeQWV: Whe
dePaQdV Rf iPPigUaQWV, Rf ZRPeQ, UegiRQal PRYePeQWV, aQd VR RQ.
ThiV WheRUeWical fRUPXlaWiRQ VeW iWVelf agaiQVW iQWegUaWiRQ, ZheWheU
b\ YiRleQce RU, PRUe iQVidiRXVl\, b\ ¶accXlWXUaWiRQ· ² a WhePe
RUigiQaWiQg iQ APeUicaQ VRciRlRg\, deUiYed fURP VXch SVeXdR-
cRQceSWV aV ¶cXlWXUal PRdel·. The WheRU\ SURYided aUgXPeQWV agaiQVW
ceQWUaliVP aQd iPSeUialiVPV. IW VRXghW WR Pake a bUeach iQ ideRlRg\
aQd SUacWiceV VXbRUdiQaWed WR VWaWe SRZeU, aQd heQce WR Whe



eVWabliVhed PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ. TheVe SUacWiceV SURceed b\ Whe
diViQWegUaWiRQ²iQWegUaWiRQ Rf ZhaWeYeU UeViVWV WheP.

IQ Whe ZRPeQ·V PRYePeQWV, diʃeUeQce WheRU\ VRXghW WR RSeQ XS a
Za\ beWZeeQ WZR cRPPRQ eUURUV: Whe RQe WhaW UegaUded ¶ZRPeQ· aV
a SaUWicXlaU gURXS, aQd eYeQ aV a claVV ePbRd\iQg aQ eVVeQce ²
fePiQiQiW\; aQd Whe RWheU WhaW SXVhed ¶ZRPeQ· WR UeVePble PeQ, WR
aʃecW Pale behaYiRXU. The Za\ RSeQed XS b\ diʃeUeQWialiVW WheRU\
leadV WR dePaQdiQg a VWaWXV fRU ZRPeQ, aV fRU Whe UegiRQV aQd
cRXQWUieV cRQceUQed: diʃerence in eqXaliW\. IW iV Velf-eYideQW WhaW WhiV
eTXaliW\ iQ diʃeUeQce iV QRW eQYiVaged VRlel\ aW Whe leYel Rf Whe
iQdiYidXal RU gURXS, bXW RQ a ZRUld Vcale, beWZeeQ SeRSleV aQd
QaWiRQV. ThiV XWWeUl\ WUaQVfRUPV Whe Rld dePRcUaWic cRQceSW Rf
eTXaliW\ b\ UeleaViQg iW fURP egaliWaUiaQiVP aQd geQeUal eTXiYaleQce,
aQd UeVWRUiQg a TXaliWaWiYe diPeQViRQ WR iW. IQ WhiV SeUVSecWiYe, Whe
UighW WR diʃeUeQce PXVW WhXV be added WR hXPaQ UighWV QRW RQl\ WR
cRPSleWe WheP, bXW alVR WR WUaQVfRUP WheP. The\ QR lRQgeU cRQceUQ
Whe eQWiW\ ¶PaQ· bXW VRcial aQd dail\ beiQg, WhXV e[WeQdiQg aQd
deeSeQiQg Whe RUieQWaWiRQ WRZaUdV SUacWice aQd cRQcUeWe UealiW\ Rf
Whe ¶UighWV· SURclaiPed b\ Whe FUeQch ReYRlXWiRQ, aQd RUigiQall\
UeVWUicWed WR SURSeUW\ aQd RSiQiRQ. IQ WhiV Za\, Ze ZRXld leaYe
behiQd Whe SeUeQQial abVWUacW TXeVWiRQV aQd QR leVV abVWUacW
cRQWURYeUVieV abRXW dePRcUac\, VRcialiVP aQd hXPaQiVP. TRda\,
UighWV caQ QR lRQgeU be SUeVeQWed aV a clRVed liVW Rf legal RU PRUal
SUiQciSleV, bXW aV a VeUieV Rf SUacWical Pa[iPV ZiWh Whe caSaciW\ WR
alWeU eYeU\da\ life. ThiV iQYRlYeV a SURjecW fRU VRcieW\, RU aW leaVW aQ
iPSRUWaQW cRPSRQeQW Rf VXch a SURjecW. AQd Whe iPSlicaWiRQ iV WhaW
VXch a UighW aQd SURjecW aUe QRW SURclaiPed aQd dePaQded WhURXgh
diVcRXUVe alRQe: Whe\ PXVW be cRQTXeUed; Whe\ aUe ZRQ iQ a SRliWical
VWUXggle.

The VaPe cRQceSWXal aQd WheRUeWical fRUPXlaWiRQ haV aQRWheU
PeaQiQg aQd aQRWheU gRal, iQdiVVRciable fURP Whe RQe WhaW haV jXVW
beeQ VWaWed: WR Pake MaU[iVW WhRXghW PRUe ɻe[ible, aQd WR e[WeQd
iW. IQ MaU[, bXW eYeQ PRUe cleaUl\ iQ PRVW Rf hiV VXcceVVRUV, WhiQkiQg
iV UedXced WR UeɻecWiRQ RQ ecRQRPic aQd SRliWical UealiW\, RQ labRXU
aQd ZRUkeUV, UegaUded aV VRPeWhiQg ¶Ueal·. ThXV, WhiV WhiQkiQg haV
becRPe aUid aQd VchRlaVWic. IQ cRQVideUiQg RQl\ a XQifRUP UealiW\, iW



haV aVVXPed aQd UeWaiQed a hRPRgeQi]iQg aSSeaUaQce. ThiV fRUP Rf
UeɻecWiRQ iV QRW RQ iWV gXaUd agaiQVW eTXiYaleQce ² aQd WhiV deVSiWe
aSSealV WR Whe dialecWic aV Zell aV hiVWRUical deYelRSPeQW, aQd
deVSiWe aWWePSWV WR UeiQWegUaWe QaWiRQal UealiWieV aQd hiVWRUical
VSeciɹciWieV.

A caVe Rf XQjXVWiɹed PiVWUXVW? MiVXQdeUVWaQdiQg?
IQcRPSUeheQViRQ, RU iQabiliW\ WR WXQe iQWR Whe ZRUld?
¶DiʃeUeQWialiVW· UeVeaUch aQd aQal\ViV haYe fRXQd VcaUcel\ aQ\ echR
eiWheU aPRQg Rɽcial MaU[iVWV RU aPRQg Whe RWheUV. NR dRXbW Whe\
dR QRW ZaQW WR YeQWXUe RQ WR diɽcXlW WeUUaiQ. ThiV iV Whe
WheRUeWicall\ deciViYe SRiQW. TheVeV RQ diʃeUeQceV caQQRW be
VeSaUaWed fURP WheRUeWical cRQceSWiRQV Rf Whe UelaWiRQ beWZeeQ
parWicXlariWies aQd diʃerences, aQd Whe WUaQViWiRQ fURP Whe fRUPeU WR
Whe laWWeU.

PaUWicXlaUiWieV aUe deɹQed b\ QaWXUe aQd b\ Whe UelaWiRQ Rf Whe
(VRcial) hXPaQ beiQg WR WhiV QaWXUe. The\ cRQViVW iQ biRlRgical aQd
Sh\ViRlRgical ¶UealiWieV· WhaW aUe giYeQ aQd deWeUPiQaWe: eWhQiciW\,
Ve[, age. BeiQg bRUQ ZhiWe RU black, VPall RU laUge, ZiWh blXe RU daUk
e\eV, iV a SaUWicXlaUiW\. SR iV beiQg bRUQ iQ AfUica RU AVia. AV fRU
diʃeUeQceV, Whe\ aUe deɹQed RQl\ VRciall\ ² WhaW iV WR Va\, iQ
VSeciɹcall\ VRcial UelaWiRQV. UQlike SaUWicXlaUiW\, diʃeUeQce iV QRW
iVRlaWed: iW WakeV iWV Slace iQ a ZhRle. PaUWicXlaUiWieV cRQfURQW RQe
aQRWheU iQ VWUXggleV Zhich UXQ WhURXgh hiVWRU\, aQd aUe
ViPXlWaQeRXVl\ VWUXggleV beWZeeQ eWhQic gURXSV, SeRSleV, aQd
claVVeV RU claVV fUacWiRQV. IW iV iQ Whe cRXUVe Rf WheVe VWUXggleV WhaW
diʃeUeQceV aUe bRUQ RXW Rf SaUWicXlaUiWieV: Whe\ ePeUge, aQd WhiV
iQYRlYeV a ceUWaiQ kQRZledge aQd cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf oWhers iQ aQd
WhURXgh cRQɻicWXal UelaWiRQV ² cRQVeTXeQWl\ eQWailiQg YalXeV WhaW
achieYe UelaWiYe acceSWaQce. SSRQWaQeRXV, QaWXUal SaUWicXlaUiWieV dR
QRW SXUel\ aQd ViPSl\ diVaSSeaU. MRdiɹed aQd WUaQVfRUPed iQ Whe
cRXUVe Rf cRQfURQWaWiRQV, Whe\ aUe iQWegUaWed iQWR WheVe diʃeUeQceV,
Zhich caQQRW be deePed e[clXViYel\ cXlWXUal. The YicWRU\ Rf a
SaUWicXlaUiVP abRliVheV diʃeUeQce aQd UeSlaceV iW ZiWh a UeWXUQ WR
Whe QaWXUal, Whe RUigiQal, aɽUPed aQd YalRUi]ed aV VXch. CRXld QRW
Whe hiVWRU\ Rf GUeece, fRU e[aPSle, be UeZUiWWeQ iQ WhiV faVhiRQ?
SWaUWiQg ZiWh eWhQic SaUWicXlaUiWieV, RUigiQal gURXSV aQd



cRQfURQWaWiRQV beWZeeQ WheP aQd ZiWh Whe ¶baUbaUiaQV·, Ze haYe a
ɹUVW VWage: Whe cRQTXeVW Rf diʃeUeQceV. Ne[W WheUe iV a VSleQdid
SeUiRd iQ Zhich SeUceiYed aQd YalXed diʃeUeQceV ɻRXUiVh. FiQall\,
afWeU Whe MediaQ aQd PelRSRQQeViaQ ZaUV, Ze ZiWQeVV a UeWXUQ WR
SaUWicXlaUiVPV aQd, cRQVeTXeQWl\, decliQe. We cRXld eTXall\ UeZUiWe
Whe hiVWRU\ Rf PRdeUQ dePRcUacieV WhXV, ZiWh WheiU RVcillaWiRQV
beWZeeQ abVWUacW geQeUaliWieV ² SeUPiWWiQg Whe cRe[iVWeQce Rf
iPSeUialiVP ZiWhRXW aQd dePRcUac\ ZiWhiQ ² aQd QaWiRQal
SaUWicXlaUiVPV.

The diVWiQcWiRQ beWZeeQ SaUWicXlaUiWieV aQd diʃeUeQceV, aQd Whe
d\QaPic iW diVSla\V, fRUP SaUW Rf Whe WheRU\. NeglecWiQg iW leadV WR
cRQfXViRQV ZiWh VeUiRXV cRQVeTXeQceV. TR aVVeUW SaUWicXlaUiWieV aV
VXch XQdeU Whe gXiVe Rf diʃeUeQceV VaQcWiRQV UaciVP, Ve[iVP,
VeSaUaWiRQV aQd diVjXQcWiRQV. ThiV iV ZhaW diʃeUeQWialiVW WheRU\, iWV
PeWhRdRlRg\ aQd cRQceSWV, SUeclXdeV.

ThiV WheRU\ aQd WheVe cRQceSWV dR QRW diVcUediW claVV VWUXggle iQ
Whe QaPe Rf diʃeUeQce aQd Whe UighW WR diʃeUeQce. AV if Whe
bRXUgeRiVie ZaV ZiWhiQ iWV ¶UighWV· iQ aɽUPiQg iWVelf bRXUgeRiV! If Ze
cleaUl\ diVWiQgXiVh beWZeeQ parWicXlariWies aQd diʃerences, Whe claVh
aQd cRQfURQWaWiRQ Rf claVVeV aUe bRUQ fURP hiVWRUical SaUWicXlaUiWieV;
Whe\ PXVW SURdXce a VRcieW\ iQ Zhich, RQce ¶ZRUkeUV· haYe gUaVSed
hRZ Whe\ diʃeU fURP RWheUV, Whe\ diVaSSeaU aV VXch ZiWh all WheiU
Rld SaUWicXlaUiWieV, Whe VcaUV Rf alieQaWed labRXU. ThiV cRUUeVSRQdV WR
MaU[·V VWURQgeVW WhiQkiQg, RYeU aQd abRYe YXlgaUi]aWiRQV Rf iW.

ThiV SRWeQWial VRcieW\ Zill aYRid Whe hRPRgeQeRXV ² abVWUacW aQd
iPSRVed ideQWiW\ ² ViQce, accRUdiQg WR WhiV VchePa, iW Zill iQWegUaWe
ZhaW iWV hiVWRU\ Rf cRQfURQWaWiRQV haV beTXeaWhed. ETXaliW\ iQ
diʃeUeQce Zill be diVWiQcW fURP fRUPal eTXaliW\ iQaVPXch aV iW iV
cRQcUeWe. ThiV cRQfeUV a ceUWaiQ SRVW-hiVWRUical RU WUaQV-hiVWRUical
chaUacWeU RQ diʃeUeQceV. AQd WhiV aVVXPeV WhaW hiVWRU\ aQd
eYRlXWiRQ aUe QRW ideQWiɹed RQ SUiQciSle, aQd WhaW a VRcial eYRlXWiRQ
be\RQd VWUXggleV WR Whe deaWh Pa\ be eQYiVaged! ThiV VRcieW\ iV
cRQceiYed QeiWheU aV aQ ideal aQd a XWRSia, QRU aV aQ acWXal WUXWh.
The SURjecW Rf a SlXUal VRcieW\ iV alVR WhaW Rf a dePRcUac\ Zhich
XQfRldV iWV SRWeQWialiWieV, UaWheU WhaQ iPPRbili]iQg WheP iQ VWUXggleV
aURXQd VWaWe aSSaUaWXVeV. Wh\ plXral, QRW SlXUaliVW? BecaXVe Whe



laWWeU WeUP iV UeVWUicWed WR SRliWical SRViWiRQV aQd SaUWieV. The SlXUal
aSSlieV WR dail\ life: WR Za\V Rf liYiQg. ThXV, RQ Whe hRUi]RQ Ze ɹQd
RbjecWiYeV diUecWed agaiQVW hRPRgeQi]iQg SRZeUV, Whe VWaWe iQ WhaW iW
eUaVeV diʃeUeQceV aQd eYeQ SaUWicXlaUiWieV (UaWheU WhaQ aidiQg WheiU
WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ iQWR diʃeUeQceV), aV Zell aV VXSUa-QaWiRQal VWUaWegieV
aQd all indiʃerenW RSeUaWiRQV. TakeQ WR iWV XlWiPaWe cRQclXViRQ, WhiV
WheRU\ WhXV iQWURdXceV a QeZ elePeQW iQWR Whe debaWe. AVVXPiQg
WhaW Whe ZRUkiQg claVV VXcceedV iQ cRQTXeUiQg hegePRQ\ Yia Whe
dePRcUaWic URXWe, iW VhRXld QRW Pake iWV SRliWical gRal Whe
deVWUXcWiRQ SXUe aQd ViPSle Rf Whe Rld dRPiQaQW claVV ² VRPeWhiQg
WhaW iV UegaUded aV eVVeQWial iQ Whe claVVical cRQceSWiRQ Rf UeYRlXWiRQ.
IW VhRXld acceSW iW ZiWh iWV acTXiViWiRQV, iQ Whe QaPe Rf diʃeUeQce,
Zhile RbYiRXVl\ VWUiSSiQg iW Rf iWV VXSUePac\ aQd Whe aWWUibXWeV WhaW
Pade iW SRVVible, WheUeZiWh leadiQg iW WRZaUdV Whe decliQe aQd eQd Rf
all claVVeV.

HRZ aQd Zh\ haV Whe WheRU\ Rf diʃeUeQce beeQ igQRUed,
QeXWUali]ed, aSSURSUiaWed?

(a) PoliWicall\, Velf-eYideQWl\, WhiV WheRU\ ZaV iQWeQded fRU Whe LefW ²
WhaW iV WR Va\, Whe WeQdeQcieV, RUgaQi]aWiRQV aQd SaUWieV ZiWh Whe
RUieQWaWiRQ chaUacWeUi]ed WhXV, Zhich iV iQ SUiQciSle iQQRYaWRU\ aQd
XlWiPaWel\ UeYRlXWiRQaU\. BXW WheVe SaUWieV, iQheUiWRUV Rf a VWURQg
JacRbiQ heUiWage Zhich Whe\ did QRW UecRgQi]e fRU ZhaW iW ZaV ² WhaW
iV WR Va\, ceQWUali]iQg aQd VRPeZhaW ShallRcUaWic ² haYe XQWil
UeceQWl\ failed WR XQdeUVWaQd Whe UighW WR diʃeUeQce, VWill leVV
aVViPilaWe iW. PeUhaSV Whe\ aUe feaUfXl Rf iWV iPSlicaWiRQV aV UegaUdV
ZRPeQ, UegiRQV aQd iPPigUaQWV. US XQWil a feZ \eaUV agR, VRPe
SRliWiciaQV gaYe Whe QRd (WUadiWiRQal WeUPiQRlRg\) WR diʃeUeQWialiVW
PRYePeQWV ² UegiRQal PRYePeQWV, fRU e[aPSle ² ZiWh gUeaW caXWiRQ,
aQd PaiQl\ fRU UeaVRQV Rf SRSXlaUiW\ ² iQ RWheU ZRUdV, WR XVe VXch
PRYePeQWV SRliWicall\. IV WhiV eUa gRiQg WR eQd? We Pa\ hRSe VR. Of
Whe SRliWiciaQV Vaid WR be RQ Whe LefW, VRPe geQXiQel\ VXSSRUWed
¶hXPaQ UighWV·, bXW iQ WheiU legal, ɹ[ed fRUP, aV iPPXWable, VacUed
UighWV, failiQg WR Vee WhaW Whe beVW Za\ WR defeQd WheP iV acWiYel\ WR
deYelRS WheP (UighW WR liYe iQ Whe ciW\, UighW WR diʃeUeQce, eWc.).



OWheUV haYe adRSWed Whe defeQce Rf WheVe UighWV UelXcWaQWl\,
fRllRZiQg Whe HelViQki accRUdV. Wh\? BecaXVe Whe cUiWiTXe Rf hXPaQ
UighWV aQd Rf fRUPal dePRcUac\ VeePed WR be SaUW aQd SaUcel Rf
MaU[iVP. While QXPeURXV SRliWiciaQV UaWheU gUaQdl\ gaYe WheVe
¶iPPXWable aQd VacUed UighWV· a Zide beUWh, PakiQg dR ZiWh SUaiViQg
WheP fURP a diVWaQce, YaUiRXV ideRlRgXeV ZRUked QR leVV aUURgaQWl\
WR deVWUR\ WheP, WRgeWheU ZiWh WheiU legiWiPaWiQg ideRlRg\:
hXPaQiVP. MRVW Rf WheVe ideRlRgXeV ZeUe RbliYiRXV Rf Whe facW WhaW
Whe Uadical cUiWiTXe ² WRR Uadical fRU RQce ² Rf hXPaQ UighWV aQd
fRUPal dePRcUac\, aV Zell aV WheiU legiWiPaWiQg ideRlRg\, ZaV
alUead\ WR be fRXQd iQ Whe MaU[iVW WUadiWiRQ: UefXWaWiRQ Rf VXSSRVed
fUaWeUQiW\, Rf libeUW\ fRU PRQe\, Rf ɹcWiRQal eTXaliW\, Rf Whe SRliWical
SVeXdR-cRPPXQiW\. MaQ\ MaU[iVWV haYe failed WR XQdeUVWaQd WhaW
SRliWical VWUaWeg\ UeTXiUeV Whe Ueali]aWiRQ Rf dePRcUac\ b\
deYelRSiQg Whe UighWV WhaW cRQVWiWXWe iWV fRXQdaWiRQ. A SRViWiYe
VWUXggle fRU Whe UighW WR diʃeUeQce ZRXld haYe eQhaQced Whe
eʃecWiYeQeVV Rf VWUXggleV fRU aQd iQ dePRcUac\. WheQ Whe ¶LefW· VeW
abRXW UeɻecWiQg RQ diʃeUeQceV ² WhaW iV WR Va\, RQ diʃeUeQWial
aVSiUaWiRQV aQd dePaQdV ² ZaV iW QRW alUead\ a liWWle laWe? Had QRW
Whe cRQceSW Rf diʃeUeQce alUead\ beeQ diYeUWed? WaV iW QRW alUead\
iQ Whe SURceVV Rf beiQg caSWXUed aQd dUagged WR Whe UighW? OQ Whe
RWheU haQd, Whe QeRlibeUal ideRlRg\ WhaW haV iQVSiUed SRliWical SRZeU
fRU \eaUV had alUead\ dRQe ZhaW ZaV UeTXiUed WR QeXWUali]e
diʃeUeQWial aVSiUaWiRQV ² fRU e[aPSle, b\ baSWi]iQg Whe cleaU idea Rf
deceQWUali]aWiRQ aQd UegiRQal (WeUUiWRUial) Velf-PaQagePeQW
¶decRQceQWUaWiRQ·, RU (PRUe UidicXlRXVl\ VWill) ¶decRQgeVWiRQ·, Rf Whe
VWaWe.

All iQ all, PRdiɹcaWiRQV iQ dail\ life iQ Whe diUecWiRQ Rf diʃeUeQce
haYe hiWheUWR UePaiQed Whe deed Rf a feZ gURXSV Rf iQWellecWXalV,
eYeQ WhRXgh Whe iQɻXeQce Rf WheVe gURXSV iV e[SaQdiQg aQd
gUadXall\ SUeYailiQg (QeZ hRXVehRld diYiViRQ Rf labRXU, aW Whe PicUR
leYel, WhaW Rf dail\ life aQd SUiYaWe life, eWc.).



(b) ScienWiɹcall\, RU UaWheU, iQ accRUdaQce ZiWh Whe ideRlRg\ Rf
VcieQWiɹciW\, aQ aWWePSW haV beeQ Pade WR VXbVWiWXWe disWincWion fRU
diʃeUeQce ² aQd WhiV iQ a UaWheU XQdeUhaQd faVhiRQ, ZiWhRXW
diVcXVViRQ RU debaWe, b\ PiVchieYRXVl\ cRQfXViQg WheP (ZheQ iQ facW
WheVe cRQceSWV aUe RSSRVed: Whe RQe iPSl\iQg UelaWiRQV, Whe RWheU
VWUeVViQg WhaW Zhich VeSaUaWeV). WhaW iV diVWiQcWiRQ? AQ abVWUacW
SUiQciSle Rf claVViɹcaWiRQ aQd QRPeQclaWXUe RQ Whe RQe haQd, aQd a
SUiQciSle Rf eYalXaWiRQ RQ Whe RWheU. IW iV diɽcXlW WR diʃeUeQWiaWe
beWZeeQ WheVe WZR aVSecWV. The cRQceSW WhXV UePaiQV aPbigXRXV aV
beWZeeQ lRgic aQd eWhicV (RU aeVWheWicV). The SheQRPeQRQ WheRUi]ed
b\ iW SaVVeV WRR Ueadil\ fURP ZhaW iV diVWiQcW WR ZhaW iV disWingXished.
IQ WhiV Za\, iW eʃecWV VeSaUaWiRQV b\ acceQWXaWiQg VRcial diVWaQceV iQ
Whe hieUaUch\. IW iV SeUfecWl\ SRVVible WR deWecW aQd aQal\Ve
diVWiQcWiRQV, WR Pake WheP aQ RbjecW Rf SRViWiYe kQRZledge. ThRVe
ZhR SURceed WhXV Zill XVe WheP WR ¶claVVif\·, aVVXPiQg WhaW Whe
RSeUaWiRQ haV a VWUicWl\ RbjecWiYe chaUacWeU ZheQ iQ facW iW iQWeUYeQeV
aQd PRdiɹeV Whe RbjecW. OQe caQ eaVil\ ePSlR\ diVWiQcWiRQ WR
¶claVVif\· hieUaUchicall\ RUgaQi]ed SRSXlaWiRQV VRciRlRgicall\,
ZiWhRXW WURXbliQg WR deɹQe VRcial ¶claVVeV·, b\ aSSealiQg VRlel\ WR
Whe VigQV b\ Zhich SeRSle diVWiQgXiVh WhePVelYeV fURP RQe aQRWheU.
HeUe Ze UecRgQi]e aQ Rld cRQWURYeUV\ iQ Whe VRcial VcieQceV, a
PeWhRdRlRgical iVVXe WhaW VeePed WR haYe beeQ VXSeUVeded. TheUe
ZaV a WiPe ZheQ VRciRlRgiVWV alPRVW cRPSleWel\ diVSRVed Rf
RbjecWiYe VRcial UelaWiRQV, WhRVe Rf SURdXcWiRQ aQd UeSURdXcWiRQ.
The\ ZaQWed WR ¶claVV· aQ iQdiYidXal iQ Whe bRXUgeRiVie, aPRQg
SeaVaQWV, iQ Whe ZRUkiQg RU Piddle claVVeV, RQl\ if Vhe e[SUeVVl\
declaUed heUVelf bRXUgeRiV, SeWW\-bRXUgeRiV, SURleWaUiaQ, aQd VR RQ.
YeW QR-RQe ZhR iV blaWaQWl\ a PePbeU Rf Whe bRXUgeRiVie haV eYeU
beeQ heaUd WR declaUe: ¶I aP a bRXUgeRiV¬ «·. OQ Whe cRQWUaU\. TR
VXch TXeVWiRQV, Whe caSiWaliVW iQgeQXRXVl\ UeSlieV: ¶I ZRUk, I·P a
ZRUkeU!· ² Zhich iV QRW XQWUXe, RU QRW cRPSleWel\ VR. SiQce Whe
VRciRlRgiVWV VWill UefXVed WR eVcheZ VXbjecWiYiVP, iW ZaV QeceVVaU\ WR
UeɹQe Whe VXbjecWiYe cUiWeUia. IQ facW, WhRVe ZhR diVWiQgXiVh claVVeV
accRUdiQg WR Whe cUiWeUiRQ Rf diVWiQcWiRQ alZa\V UiVk RUdeUiQg VRcial
gURXSV iQ UelaWiRQ WR WhePVelYeV, ZiWhRXW e[SlaiQiQg WheiU liQk ZiWh
WheiU RZQ gURXS ² Whe iQWellecWXalV ² aQd Whe liQk beWZeeQ WhiV gURXS



aQd VRcieW\. TR ideQWif\ ¶claVVeV· ZiWh ¶claVViɹcaWiRQ· defXVeV cRQɻicWV
b\ eliPiQaWiQg Whe cRQWUadicWiRQV iQ Whe diVcRXUVe Rf diVWiQcWiRQ aQd
Whe diVWiQgXiVhed. The WZR diVcRXUVeV ² Whe diVcRXUVeV Rf WhRVe ZhR
diVWiQgXiVh aQd Rf WhRVe ZhR aUe diVWiQgXiVhed ² aUe jX[WaSRVed aQd
VRPeWiPeV cRPbiQed. ThXV Ze eQd XS ViWXaWiQg VRcial gURXSV
e[clXViYel\ b\ VWUaWa aQd la\eUV, iQ a hieUaUch\ ackQRZledged aQd
VaQcWiRQed b\ ideRlRg\, WakiQg liWWle, if aQ\, accRXQW Rf Whe PajRU
YeUWical aQd hRUi]RQWal diYiViRQV ZiWh Zhich Whe VRcieW\ XQdeU
cRQVideUaWiRQ iV VhRW WhURXgh.

Wh\ dReV diʃeUeQce UecRQQecW, aV RSSRVed WR VeSaUaWiQg? BecaXVe
iW e[iVWV VRciall\ RQl\ aV VRPeWhiQg SeUceiYed, aQd \eW iV SeUceiYed
aV VXch RQl\ iQ UelaWiRQV WhaW aUe aW RQce UeciSURcal aQd e[WeQViYe. IW
ViWXaWeV diʃeUeQWial elePeQWV, deUiYed fURP SaUWicXlaUiWieV aQd
hiVWRU\, iQ a ZhRle ZheUe eYeU\RQe haV WheiU Slace aQd Zhich WRda\
e[WeQdV WR Whe glRbal. DiʃeUeQce UallieV b\ UelaWiYi]iQg
diVViPilaUiWieV. IWV cRQceSW PakeV iW SRVVible WR leW QRWhiQg VliS aQd
WR lRVe QRWhiQg Rf Whe SaVW, RWheU WhaQ ZhaW eYRlXWiRQ UejecWV ² WhaW
iV, e[haXVWed aQd ɹQiVhed SaUWicXlaUiWieV. DiVWiQcWiRQ, iQ cRQWUaVW,
UedXceV Whe cRQfURQWaWiRQV, aVSecWV aQd elePeQWV Rf eYRlXWiRQ WR
SaUWicXlaUiWieV WhaW aUe SUeVeUYed aQd aVVeUWed aV VXch. IQ RWheU
ZRUdV, Whe WheRU\ Rf diVWiQcWiRQ iV ceQWUed RQ Whe Ueal, ZhaW haV
beeQ accRPSliVhed aQd Whe SaVW, ZheUeaV diʃeUeQce iV diUecWed
WRZaUdV ZhaW iV SRVVible. The WheRU\ Rf diVWiQcWiRQ eQdeaYRXUV WR
bUiQg Whe SaUWicXlaU iQWR Whe cRQceSWXal aQd iQWR WheRUeWical
laQgXage, ZheUeaV diʃeUeQce WeQdV WRZaUdV Whe XQiYeUVal.

ThaW Vaid, iW iV RQl\ WRR WUXe WhaW SUeVeQW-da\ VRcieWieV ² iQ FUaQce,
iQ EXURSe, iQ Whe WeVWeUQ ZRUld ² Pa\ haYe PiVVed RXW RQ
diʃeUeQce. The\ WeQd WR be fRXQded RQ diVWiQcWiRQ ² WhaW iV WR Va\,
RQ Whe ideRlRg\ aQd SUacWice Rf aQ iPSRUWaQW, iQɻXeQWial VecWiRQ Rf
Whe Piddle claVVeV, ZiWh aQRWheU VecWiRQ iQcliQed WRZaUdV SURWeVW,
cUiWical kQRZledge, aQd eYeQ cRQWeVWaWiRQ. IQ WhiV VeQVe, WheUe iV
VRPeWhiQg QRYel iQ dail\ life: Whe ePeUgeQce Rf diVWiQcWiYe cUiWeUia
aQd chaUacWeUiVWicV aW eYeU\ leYel, aQd WhiV ZiWhRXW abRliVhiQg Whe



geQeUal WeQdeQc\ WR XQifRUPiW\. PaUadR[icall\, fUagPeQWaWiRQ dReV
QRW SUeclXde hRPRgeQeiW\.

IW iV RQl\ WRR WUXe WhaW Whe YalXeV aQd VigQV WhXV SURPRWed aV
SUiQciSleV aQd cUiWeUia Rf diVWiQcWiRQ cRQdXce WR Whe diViQWegUaWiRQ Rf
Whe VRcial, iWV UedXcWiRQ. ThiV ePeUgeV iQ PieUUe BRXUdieX·V bRRk RQ
Whe VXbjecW, DisWincWion, Zhich RʃeUV a UePaUkable deVcUiSWiRQ Rf Whe
SheQRPeQRQ, bXW ZiWhRXW a cUiWiTXe Rf Whe SURceVV, Zhich iV WUeaWed
¶SRViWiYel\·, ZiWh Whe WUaiQed e\e Rf Whe VcieQWiVW. IQ VaQcWiRQiQg WhiV
SURceVV WhURXgh Whe VcieQWiɹciW\ Rf hiV accRXQW, WhiV VcieQWiVWic
VRciRlRgiVW QRW RQl\ eQdV XS liTXidaWiQg diʃeUeQce aQd diʃeUeQWialiVW
WhiQkiQg, bXW ɻaWWeQV VRcial UealiW\ ² WhaW iV WR Va\, Whe UealiW\ Rf Whe
VRcial ² b\ e[clXdiQg VeYeUal diPeQViRQV: Whe hiVWRUical iQ Whe ɹUVW
iQVWaQce, bXW alVR Whe YalXeV aWWached WR Whe aUW ZRUkV WhePVelYeV
aQd QRW Whe gURXSV, YalXeV WhaW aUe deWached aQd killed b\ WhiV
VRciRlRgical deVcUiSWiRQ. IQ deɹQiQg WheVe YalXeV e[clXViYel\ b\ WheiU
VRcial UelaWiRQ cRQceiYed aV a facWRU Rf diVWiQcWiRQ, SRViWiYe
kQRZledge abRliVheV WheP. OQe-diPeQViRQaliW\ j la HeUbeUW MaUcXVe
WhXV cRPeV WR SaVV iQ XQfRUeVeeQ Za\V, iQ kQRZledge aQd UealiW\
alike ² aQd iQ FUaQce, WRR, QRW RQl\ iQ Whe USA. ThiV ɻaWWeQiQg RXW iV
QRW cRQɹQed WR a ZRUk WhaW iV VcieQWiɹc iQ iQWeQW, bXW XQdRXbWedl\
RccXUV iQ Whe UealiW\ deVcUibed ² WhaW iV WR Va\, Whe Piddle claVVeV, RU
a VecWiRQ Rf WheP aW leaVW. SXch ZRUkV SeUSeWXaWe Whe PRVW
TXeVWiRQable aVSecWV Rf SRViWiYe kQRZledge iQ geQeUal, VRciRlRg\ iQ
SaUWicXlaU, aQd MaU[iVP iWVelf (VRPeWiPeV UedXced WR a VRciRlRgiVP,
VRPeWiPeV WR a hiVWRUiciVP, VRPeWiPeV WR aQ ecRQRPiVP RU a
ShilRVRShiVP). The UedXcWiRQ Rf Whe VRcial WR claVV iQWeUeVWV aQd
ideRlRgieV ² albeiW WhRVe Rf Whe Piddle claVVeV, QRW Whe bRXUgeRiVie ²
WeQdV WR deVWUR\ Whe VRcial. WhaW ePeUgeV fURP WhiV UedXcWiRQ iV a
PRUe RU leVV VWaWic eVVeQWialiVP, RU a PRUe RU leVV abVWUacW
YRlXQWaUiVP. TakeQ aV a cUiWeUiRQ, diVWiQcWiRQ geQeUaWeV aQ eVVeQce
fRU ceUWaiQ VWUaWa, Zhich iV iPSXWed WR WheP, WR Zhich Whe\ aUe
aWWached, aQd Zhich iV cRQVWiWXWed ZiWh iWV diVWiQcWiYe cRQdXcW iQ Whe
face Rf all RSSRViWiRQ (iQ Whe face Rf Whe WRWaliW\). IW iV alVR Whe caVe
WhaW aPbiWiRQV RU SUeWeQViRQV dUeVVed XS aV ¶diVWiQcWiRQ· ZiWh UeVSecW
WR VXSSRVedl\ iQfeUiRU VRcial la\eUV caQ giYe UiVe WR SRliWical aiPV
WhaW aUe eQliVWed iQ Whe UXleUV· gaPe.



If VRPeRQe SUefeUV Whe CarnaYal de Vienne aQd SchXPaQQ·V PXVic
WR Whe VRQgV Rf S\lYie VaUWaQ RU Sheila, VR Whe aUgXPeQW gReV, iW iV iQ
RUdeU WR diVWiQgXiVh hiPVelf fURP Whe SeWW\ bRXUgeRiV ZhR adRUe Whe
laWWeU ² aQd alVR WR caQcel Whe diVWaQce b\ PeaQV Rf Zhich Whe
bRXUgeRiV eliWe diVWiQgXiVheV iWVelf fURP RWheU claVVeV. IQWUiQVicall\,
SchXPaQQ aQd hiV PXVic aUe ZRUWh Qe[W WR QRWhiQg. The aeVWheWic
YalXe Rf Whe PXVic QR lRQgeU eQWeUV iQWR Whe eTXaWiRQ: ZiWhRXW
Va\iQg VR, RbYiRXVl\, Whe WeQdeQc\ iV WR eliPiQaWe iW. WhaW a
UedXcWiRQ, ZhaW aQ iPSRYeUiVhPeQW, cRPSaUed ZiWh AdRUQR·V
UePaUkV (WR cRQɹQe RXUVelYeV WR RQe e[aPSle) RQ Whe UelaWiRQ
beWZeeQ Whe PXVical, Whe VRcial aQd Whe ideRlRgical!

The accXPXlaWiRQ Rf facWV, daWa aQd eYeQ VWaWiVWicV SURYeV ZhaW iW
iV iQWeQded WR SURYe, \eW SURYeV QRWhiQg. OQ Whe cRQWUaU\: iW WellV
agaiQVW Whe ¶UealiVP· Rf a WheViV WhaW deVWUR\V SRWeQWialiW\ iQ Whe
QaPe Rf SRViWiYe kQRZledge. ThiV WheViV SRViWiYel\ VXSSRUWV a
P\VWiɹcaWiRQ WhaW VeWV RXW fURP Whe Ueal, aQd XQcUiWicall\ VaQcWiRQV iW
b\ abRliVhiQg ZhaW Hegel UighWl\ cRQVideUed WR be aV Ueal aV Whe
accRPSliVhed facWV, aQd PRUe VR ² WhaW iV, Whe SRVVible.

(c) SWraWegicall\. HeUe Whe NeZ RighW PakeV iWV aSSeaUaQce. RRXghl\,
iW Va\V: ¶The LefW haV Pade QRWhiQg Rf diʃeUeQce aQd diʃeUeQWial
dePaQdV. LefW-ZiQg SRliWiciaQV aUe baVicall\ JacRbiQV. The\ Zill QRW
UeWUeaW fURP WhaW eYeQ if Whe\ SUeWeQd WR UeQRXQce Whe dRcWUiQe Rf
ceQWUali]aWiRQ. If Whe\ lRRVeQ Whe UeiQV ZiWh UeVSecW WR diʃeUeQceV ²
fRU e[aPSle, aV faU aV Whe UegiRQV aUe cRQceUQed ² iW iV Whe beWWeU WR
eQVXUe Whe SUiYilegeV Rf Whe ceQWUe aQd VWaWe SRZeU. The\ haYe PRUe
chaQce Rf VXcceediQg iQ WhiV RSeUaWiRQ WhaQ Whe QeRlibeUalV, ZhR
failed PiVeUabl\ aW iW. The dePaQdV Rf Whe dRPiQaWed, Rf cRXQWUieV
aQd UegiRQV, \RXQg SeRSle, ZRPeQ WhePVelYeV, haYe failed becaXVe
Whe\ haYe UeceiYed QR PRUe WhaQ lXkeZaUP, PaiQl\ YeUbal, VXSSRUW
fURP Whe LefW. LeW XV leaUQ Whe leVVRQV Rf WhiV failXUe. The VRcialiVW
aQd cRPPXQiVW LefW iV allRZiQg WheRUeWical cRQceSWV aQd iQVWUXPeQWV
WhaW ZeUe deYelRSed iQ iWV QaPe, XQdeU iWV iQɻXeQce, aQd VeePiQgl\
aWWached WR iW, WR VliS fURP iWV feeble gUaVS. WhaW dReV iW haYe WR
RʃeU agaiQVW hRPRgeQeiW\, Whe hRPRgeQeiW\ Rf cRPPRdiWieV



VaQcWiRQed b\ Whe VWaWe? TR WhiV ZUeWched, glRbal, dail\
hRPRgeQeiW\ Rf WeVWeUQ VRcieW\ aV faVhiRQed b\ Whe bRXUgeRiVie, Whe
bRldeVW cRXQWeUSRVe aQRWheU hRPRgeQeiW\ WhaW iV QR leVV PeQaciQg
aQd PeQaced, aQd Zhich, PRUeRYeU, caQ cRQYeUge ZiWh iW: Whe
hRPRgeQeiW\ Rf ZRUk aQd Whe ZRUkeU. The LefW eQYiVageV aQd
SURSRVeV eTXaliW\ RQl\ iQ QRQ-diʃeUeQWiaWiRQ, iQ ViPilaUiW\, RU UaWheU
iQ abVWUacW ideQWiW\ iWVelf deɹQed b\ Whe VWaWe. If WheVe lefW-ZiQgeUV,
SRliWiciaQV aQd WhiQkeUV, haYe hiWheUWR failed iQ WheiU eQdeaYRXUV,
aQd Zill cRQWiQXe WR dR VR, cediQg WR fRUce Rf ciUcXPVWaQce, iV iW QRW
becaXVe WheUe iV VRPe eUURU iQ WheiU UeaVRQiQg, WheiU calcXlaWiRQV aQd
VSecXlaWiYe cRQVWUXcWiRQV? ThiV iV WheiU eUURU: Whe\ haYe failed WR
XQdeUVWaQd Whe PeaQiQg Rf Whe diʃeUeQce ² WhaW iV WR Va\, Whe
ineqXaliW\ ² beWZeeQ liYiQg VSecieV, SeRSleV, gURXSV aQd claVVeV, aQd
iQdiYidXalV. DiʃeUeQceV aUe TXaliWaWiYe; RU Whe\ aUe QRW diʃeUeQceV.
ThaW diʃeUeQceV e[iVW PeaQV WhaW WheUe aUe VXSeUiRU aQd iQfeUiRU
W\SeV. ThRVe ZhR SURQRXQce ´diʃeUeQceµ aVVeUW iQWellecWXal, PRUal
aQd Sh\Vical iQeTXaliW\ beWZeeQ diʃeUeQW SeRSle. OWheUZiVe,
diʃeUeQce bRilV dRZQ WR geQeUaliWieV VXch aV ´PaQµ aQd hiV YaUiRXV,
eTXall\ abVWUacW ´UighWVµ ² aV abVWUacW aV Whe eQWiW\ WR Zhich Whe\
UefeU, iQ Zhich all ZhR UeɻecW RQ Whe VXbjecW haYe ceaVed WR belieYe.
OQl\ iQeTXaliW\, RSeQl\ ackQRZledged aQd SURclaiPed, cRQfeUV
PeaQiQg, YalXe aQd cRQcUeWe VigQiɹcaQce RQ diʃeUeQceV, Zhich haYe
hiWheUWR beeQ UedXced WR PeUe facWV RU e[WRlled iQ XWRSiaQ faVhiRQ
b\ a deVWUXcWiYe ideRlRg\. IQeTXaliW\, Zhich iV alZa\V e[SeUieQced
bXW illXVRUil\ UejecWed, PXVW be acceSWed SUeciVel\ aV diʃeUeQce. HRZ
caQ aQ\RQe deQ\ WhaW Whe childUeQ Rf Whe dRPiQaQW claVVeV aQd
deYelRSed cRXQWUieV aVViPilaWe cXlWXUe, VcieQce aQd kQRZledge
beWWeU WhaQ Whe RWheUV? If RQe WhiQkV iQ WeUPV Rf ´ciYili]aWiRQVµ,
UaWheU WhaQ Whe leYelliQg cRQceSW Rf ´VRcieW\µ, hRZ caQ aQ\RQe deQ\
WhaW WheUe aUe ciYili]aWiRQV Zhich aUe VXSeUiRU aQd RWheUV Zhich aUe
iQfeUiRU, VXcceVVfXl ciYili]aWiRQV aQd failed ciYili]aWiRQV? The
egaliWaUiaQ LefW challeQgeV WhiV iQ YaiQ, aQd cRQdePQV cXlWXUe WR
decliQe. WhaW a lRQg Za\ Ze haYe cRPe ViQce MaU[ QaiYel\ bXW
ɹUPl\ ideQWiɹed Whe SURleWaUiaW aV Whe iQheUiWRU Rf ShilRVRSh\! WhaW
Whe LefW ZaQWV WR iPSRVe cRXld becRPe laZ aQd QRUP RQl\ iQ Whe
cRXUVe Rf cUiVeV aQd VWUXggleV WhaW ZRXld be UXiQRXV fRU ciYili]aWiRQ.



HRZ diVWaQW iV Whe gRldeQ age ZheQ UeYRlXWiRQaUieV dUeaPed Rf
UegeQeUaWiQg Whe Rld cRUUXSWed VRcieW\ iQ a blRRdbaWh!
PaUWicXlaUiWieV, if Ze ZaQW WR Walk abRXW WheP, aUe ideQWiɹed ZiWh
geQeWic iQheUiWaQce. EVVeQWial aQd QRW UelaWiYe (UelaWiRQal), Whe\ PXVW
be caUefXll\ SUeVeUYed. ThiV WheViV iV baVed RQ Whe VRcial VcieQceV,
aQd eVSeciall\ biRlRg\ aQd VRciRbiRlRg\. AV a QeZ VcieQce, biRlRg\
UeVWRUeV iW ceQWUe-VWage, ZiWh iQeYiWable cRQWURYeUVieV WhaW gR back
PRUe WhaQ a ceQWXU\: ´The chiPeUical eTXaliW\ VRcialiVP VWUiYeV fRU
iV iQ WRWal cRQWUadicWiRQ ZiWh Whe abVRlXWe iQeTXaliW\ WhaW
eYeU\ZheUe RbWaiQV beWZeeQ iQdiYidXalV,µ Whe biRlRgiVWV SchPidW
aQd Haeckel ZeUe alUead\ Va\iQg iQ 1877.·

CRQWiQXiQg hiV diVcRXUVe, Whe UeSUeVeQWaWiYe Rf Whe NeZ RighW ZRXld
Va\: ¶We PXVW gR fXUWheU aQd deeSeU WhaQ biRlRg\. OXU QeZ dRcWUiQe
caQQRW Pake dR ZiWh a fRXQdaWiRQ WhaW iV UeVWUicWed WR a ViQgle
VcieQce. ThiV SRViWiRQ iV iQVXɽcieQW WR UefXWe Whe LefW b\ UeSl\iQg WR
Whe MaU[iVW cUiWiTXe Rf caSiWaliVP aQd Whe bRXUgeRiVie. ThaW cUiWiTXe
dReV QRW lack aUgXPeQWV RU gRRd PRWiYeV, bXW WRda\ iW Pa\ be
UegaUded aV RXWPRded. The MaU[iVW LefW ZaV QRW ZURQg ZheQ iW
VhRZed WhaW Whe ZRUld Rf cRPPRdiWieV e[WeQdV WR Whe SlaQeW, iV
cRQVWiWXWed aV iQWeUQaWiRQaliW\ RQ Whe baViV Rf APeUicaQiVP aQd Whe
cRPPRdiW\-RUdeU iQ Whe USA. MaU[iVWV ZeUe able WR dePRQVWUaWe Whe
UedXcWiYe aQd deVWUXcWiYe caSaciW\ Rf WhiV cRPPRdiW\-RUdeU ZiWh
UeVSecW WR all ViQgXlaUiW\, eYeU\WhiQg WhaW UeViVWV hRPRgeQeiW\, Whe
VWaQdaUdi]aWiRQ aQd aXWRPaWiRQ Rf VRcial PechaQiVPV. The LefW ZaV
XQaZaUe, RU did QRW ZaQW WR Vee, WhaW WhiV WeQdeQc\ haV beeQ
VWUeQgWheQed iQ Whe QaPe Rf MaU[iVP. WheWheU ZilliQgl\ RU
XQZilliQgl\ allied WR caSiWaliVP, MaU[iVP SURceedV iQ cRQceUW ZiWh iW
WRZaUdV a V\VWeP iQ Zhich WechQR-ecRQRPic UaWiRQaliW\, UeVXlWiQg iQ
Whe Velf-UegXlaWiRQ Rf Whe V\VWeP, becRPeV ideQWical ZiWh PadQeVV, iQ
a WRWal, WRWaliWaUiaQ PeUcaQWiliVP WhaW deVWUR\V Whe life Rf SeRSleV
SUeciVel\ b\ VXSSUeVViQg Whe UighW WR diʃeUeQce ² aQd WR SRZeU! The
cRPSliciW\ Rf VRcialiVP aQd caSiWaliVP iV QRZ eVWabliVhed. ThaW iV
ZheUe UeQeZal VWaUWV RXW fURP. The aXWRPaWiRQ Rf SURdXcWiYe



labRXU? YRX PXVW be jRkiQg! We aUe headiQg fRU a gigaQWic Velf-
UegXlaWed PechaQiVP fRU RUgaQi]iQg ZRUk PRUe eɽcieQWl\¬«·3

AW WhiV SRiQW iQ Whe debaWe, Whe h\SeUcUiWic iQeYiWabl\ iQWeUYeQeV.
LeW XV giYe hiP Whe ɻRRU. He WakeV iW aQd deliYeUV hiV YeUdicW: ¶JXVW
like Whe UighWV Rf PaQ aQd Whe ciWi]eQ, diʃeUeQce aQd Whe UighW WR
diʃeUeQce belRQg WR Whe ideRlRgical iQheUiWaQce Rf Whe Piddle
claVVeV, ZhR WRda\ caUU\ gUeaW VRcial ZeighW, RXW Rf all SURSRUWiRQ WR
WheiU SRliWical iQɻXeQce. WheQce WheiU aWWePSW WR eQd WhiV
diVcUeSaQc\. IQ accRUdaQce ZiWh WheiU SRViWiRQ iQ cRQWePSRUaU\
VRcieW\, Whe\ Pake cRQWUadicWRU\ XVe Rf WhiV ideRlRg\. EiWheU Whe\
cUiWici]e Whe SRliWical aXWhRUiWieV, RU Whe\ laXQch aQ aWWack RQ WheP
ZiWh Whe aiP Rf UeSlaciQg WheP. The\ Veek WR diVWiQgXiVh WhePVelYeV
fURP RQe aQRWheU, aV la\eUV aQd VWUaWa; aQd VWill PRUe WR diVWiQgXiVh
WhePVelYeV fURP Whe ZRUkiQg claVV. HeQce Whe cXlW Rf diʃeUeQceV,
heQce Whe VeaUch fRU diʃeUeQceV aQd diVWiQcWiRQV iQ fRRd, clRWhiQg,
fXUQiWXUe, VSace ² iQ VhRUW, eYeU\da\ life. DiʃeUeQceV? The
SURleWaUiaW haV QR WiPe fRU WheP; iW haV QRWhiQg WR dR ZiWh WheVe
iQWellecWXal QiceWieV; iW cRXld QRW caUe leVV abRXW UegiRQV, abRXW lRcal
RU QaWiRQal diʃeUeQceV. IQ VR faU aV iW iV aʃecWed b\ WhiV ideRlRg\, iWV
(claVV) cRQVciRXVQeVV iV cRQfXVed, aQd WhiV caQ lead iW iQWR dead eQdV.
Self-PaQagePeQW? IW UiVkV RYeUVhadRZiQg, SRVWSRQiQg, Whe Velf-
deWeUPiQaWiRQ, Whe aXWRQRP\, Rf Whe ZRUkiQg claVV, aQd leadiQg XV
WRZaUdV a Velf-PaQaged caSiWaliVP! LeW XV be cleaU! LeW XV eliPiQaWe
WheVe aPbigXiWieV! WheWheU RQ Whe LefW RU Whe RighW, \RX aUe all
PakiQg a fXQdaPeQWal eUURU, aQ eUURU Rf PeWhRd aQd WheRU\. WhaW iV
iPSRUWaQW? CRQWUadicWiRQV! CRQɻicW! NRW diʃeUeQceV!«
CRQWUadicWiRQV aQd cRQɻicW aUe blXQWed aQd aWWeQXaWed b\
VXbVWiWXWiQg diʃeUeQceV fRU WheP. ThaW iV Zh\ libeUaliVP \eVWeUda\
aQd Whe RighW WRda\ haYe UecXSeUaWed VXSSRVed UighWV, iQclXdiQg Whe
UighW WR diʃeUeQce. The bRXUgeRiVie had WR Sa\ Whe SUice fRU ZhaW iW
callV Whe QeZ deSlR\PeQW Rf iWV PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ. IW haV Said WR
Pake Whe Piddle claVVeV, iQWellecWXalV aQd WechQiciaQV ² claVVeV
VecUeWed b\ iW aQd keSW fRU \eaUV RQ Whe fUiQgeV Rf SRZeU ² SaUWQeUV
iQ iWV V\VWeP. IV iW RU iV iW QRW Whe caVe WhaW Whe WRZQ ceQWUeV aQd ciW\
life PRdelled b\ caSiWal haYe jXVW beeQ RccXSied RU UeRccXSied b\
Whe QeZ Piddle claVV aQd Whe QeZ bRXUgeRiVie, ZheUeaV Whe SeRSle



aQd Whe ZRUkiQg claVV ZeUe QRW able WR Wake cRQWURl Rf WheP? The
XSVhRW, PRUeRYeU, iV WhaW Whe SeRSle aQd Whe ZRUkiQg claVV caQ
QeiWheU Wake RYeU Whe ceQWUe, QRU achieYe geQXiQe deceQWUali]aWiRQ ²
VR WhaW, SeQdiQg a QeZ RUdeU ² WhaW iV, a geQXiQel\ UeYRlXWiRQaU\
WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ ² Whe\ caQ RQl\ eQdXUe Whe RSeUaWiRQal VchePa
iPSRVed RQ WheP fURP abRYe: eYicWiRQ aV faU aZa\ aV SRVVible fURP
ciW\ ceQWUeV, gheWWRV aQd VegUegaWiRQ, ZiWh VWaWe aQd SRliWical
cRQWURl, aQd iW alRQe, SUeYeQWiQg VRcieW\ fURP VSliWWiQg¬«·

AnsZers (WR Whe h\SeUcUiWic aV Zell aV Whe UeSUeVeQWaWiYe Rf Whe
NeZ RighW): ¶EYeU\WhiQg \RX haYe bRWh Vaid abRXW Velf-PaQagePeQW
aV Zell aV UighWV, iQclXdiQg Whe UighW WR diʃeUeQce, iV cRUUecW: iW caQ
be Vaid, aQd alUead\ haV beeQ Vaid. The UighW WR diʃeUeQce dReV QRW
SUeclXde all aPbigXiW\. IW dReV QRW SRVVeVV aQ iPSlacable lRgic. YeV,
Velf-PaQaged caSiWaliVP iV QRW iQcRQceiYable. YeV, hXPaQ UighWV
haYe VeUYed aV a dRXble-edged SRliWical ZeaSRQ, VRPeWiPeV fRU
iPSeUialiVP aQd VRPeWiPeV fRU Whe VWUXggle agaiQVW iPSeUialiVP.
WhaW dReV WhaW PeaQ? ThiV iV ZheUe Ze cRPe WR Whe PaiQ WhiQg: Whe
aUeQa aQd VWake Rf Whe VWUXggle cRiQcide. ThiV iV a fXQdaPeQWal
fRUPXla, Zhich iV VWill baUel\ XQdeUVWRRd. MRUeRYeU, Whe aUeQa aQd
Whe VWake aUe e[SaQdiQg. The lRcal, Whe UegiRQal, Whe QaWiRQal aQd
Whe glRbal aUe all SaUW Rf Whe YaVW WeUUiWRU\ RQ Zhich Whe SRliWical
VWUXggle iV deYelRSiQg. YRX Rf Whe NeZ RighW UejecW ¶UighWV· aV
QegaWiQg ZhaW, fRU \RX, iV diʃeUeQce. YRX VeW diʃeUeQce XS agaiQVW
UighWV, ZheUeaV Whe iQWURdXcWiRQ Rf diʃeUeQce iQWR abVWUacW UighWV
PRdiɹeV aQd WUaQVfRUPV WheP. YRX, Whe h\SeUcUiWic, UejecW UighWV
becaXVe, accRUdiQg WR \RX, Whe\ aUe haUPfXl ² Whe QaiYe, YaiQ UighW
WR fUeedRP Rf RSiQiRQ, SURSeUW\ UighWV WhaW aUe all WRR Ueal. YRX WhXV
UefXVe ZhaW giYeV cRQcUeWe e[SUeVViRQ WR UighWV iQ dePRcUac\ ² WhaW
iV WR Va\, iQ Whe VWUXggle fRU dePRcUac\. RaWheU WhaQ Whe UiVe Rf Whe
Piddle claVVeV, VhRXld Ze QRW acceSW WhaW Ze aUe ZiWQeVViQg Whe
RQVeW Rf a cUiViV iQ VRcieW\ baVed RQ Whe ideRlRgical SUedRPiQaQce Rf
WheVe cRPSRViWe, heWeURgeQeRXV claVVeV, XQdeU Whe hegePRQ\ Rf
caSiWal? YRX UejecW Whe cRQceSW Rf dePRcUac\, Zhich \RX jXdge WR be
ePSW\. YRX haYe \RXU UeaVRQV. AQd \eW cUiWical UeaVRQ dePaQdV
aQRWheU aSSURach, eQlaUgiQg Whe cRQceSWiRQ ² claVVical RQ bRWh
VideV, bRXUgeRiV aQd MaU[iVW ² Rf UighWV aQd VWUXggleV. FaU fURP



blXQWiQg WheiU edge aQd UeQdeUiQg WheP ePSW\, diʃeUeQWial dePaQdV
cRPSRXQd ecRQRPic dePaQdV aQd cRQɻicWV, eQhaQciQg WheiU
VWUeQgWh. IW iV QeYeUWheleVV WUXe WhaW Whe liQkV beWZeeQ Whe
diʃeUeQWial aQd Whe cRQɻicWXal chaQge RYeU WiPe; Whe liQk iV alZa\V
cRQjXQcWXUal. DR \RX WhiQk a FUeQch-VSeakiQg ZRUkeU iQ MRQWUeal
caQ beaU WR heaU hiV EQgliVh-VSeakiQg, AQglRShile RU APeUicaQRShile
bRVV Va\: ´Talk ZhiWe!µ, ZiWhRXW e[SeUieQciQg aQgeU? The SUeVVXUe Rf
AQglR-APeUicaQ caSiWaliVP haV beeQ iQcUeaViQg iQ UeceQW \eaUV,
diVSRVVeVViQg Whe FUeQch CaQadiaQ ZRUkeU Rf hiV ´ideQWiW\µ, WhiV
faPRXV ideQWiW\ Rf Zhich VR PXch iV Pade, aQd Zhich iV iWVelf Uich
iQ hiddeQ cRQɻicWV aQd cRQWUadicWiRQV. HeQce Whe iQeYiWable
SURclaPaWiRQ Rf diʃeUeQce ² WhaW iV WR Va\, Rf ideQWiW\ UediVcRYeUed
aQd deYelRSed iQ aQd WhURXgh diʃeUeQce. WheQ QaWiRQal aQd
liQgXiVWic ² RU, if \RX·Ue fRQd Rf WhiV WeUP, ´cXlWXUalµ ² RSSUeVViRQ
cRPSRXQdV ecRQRPic aQd SRliWical dRPiQaWiRQ, Whe laWWeU becRPeV
iQWRleUable. DePaQdV WheQ becRPe diʃeUeQWial. IW Pa\ be WhaW Whe
QaWiRQal WakeV SUiRUiW\ RYeU Whe VRcial, aQd eQdeaYRXUV WR
VXbRUdiQaWe iW. TheQ, WheUe iV diVjXQcWiRQ aQd VeSaUaWiRQ; VRcial
dePaQdV haYe diɽcXlW\ gaiQiQg acceVV WR cRQVciRXVQeVV, laQgXage
aQd SRViWiYe kQRZledge, acWiRQ. IQ Whe cRXUVe Rf WhiV cRQɻicW, Whe
QaWiRQal aQd Whe diʃeUeQWial caQ VPRWheU Whe VRcial. HRZeYeU, VRcial
dePaQdV haYe WR gR Yia Whe QaWiRQal, aQd UeWaiQ iW. The\ PXVW SaVV
WhURXgh Whe diʃeUeQWial ShaVe, aQd UeWaiQ VRPeWhiQg fURP WhiV
SaVVage. The VWUeVV iV fRUeYeU VhifWiQg. IW PXVW be added WhaW bRWh Rf
\RX, NeZ RighW aQd lefW-ZiQg h\SeUcUiWiciVP alike, cRQfXVe
SaUWicXlaUiWieV aQd diʃeUeQceV. EiWheU \RX dR QRW aSSUeciaWe Whe
WUaQViWiRQ fURP RQe WR Whe RWheU, ZiWh iWV SURblePV, iWV cRQɻicWV, iWV
UelaSVeV, iWV UegUeVViRQV; RU \RX XQdeUeVWiPaWe iW. WheQ Whe QaWiRQal
WakeV SUecedeQce RYeU Whe VRcial, iW iV becaXVe iW UelaSVeV iQWR
SaUWicXlaUiVP, UaWheU WhaQ UaiViQg iWVelf XS WR diʃeUeQce. FiQall\ ²
RXU laVW aUgXPeQW ² bRWh VideV eYiQce aQ e[WUaRUdiQaU\
iQcRPSUeheQViRQ Rf NieW]VcheaQ WhRXghW. YRX lefWiVWV aQd
dRgPaWiVWV eQd XS Va\iQg WhaW NieW]Vche UeSUeVeQWV Whe laQded
aUiVWRcUac\ aQd iWV YeVWigeV.4 OQe PighW aV Zell Va\ ² WR Wake Whe
We[WV Rf Whe YeU\ \RXQg MaU[ ² WhaW he UeSUeVeQWed Whe libeUal SeWW\
bRXUgeRiVie iQ GeUPaQ\. AV fRU \RX, PeQ Rf Whe RighW, \RX UeWaiQ



RQl\ Whe glRUiɹcaWiRQ Rf Whe Zill WR SRZeU fURP NieW]Vche, ZheQ Ze
PXVW alVR, aQd eVSeciall\, Vee iQ hiP Whe iQceSWiRQ Rf a cUiWiTXe Rf iW.
ThRXghW, lRYe aQd SReWU\ cRPPeQce ZheUe Whe Zill WR SRZeU ceaVeV,
ZheUe iW e[SiUeV¬«·

4 The State and Daily Life

LeW XV QRZ WU\ WR Vee Whe TXeVWiRQ Rf Whe VWaWe, Zhich haV alUead\
beeQ gliPSVed iQ ceUWaiQ aVSecWV, iQ iWV cRPSle[iW\ aQd WRWaliW\. IQ
facW, Whe TXeVWiRQ Rf Whe WRWaliW\ iV SRVed heUe. FURP Whe aQal\VeV, aQ
iQYeUViRQ Rf Whe cRPPRQ, dail\ acceSWed YieZSRiQW haV alUead\
ePeUged. The VWaWe aQd iWV adPiQiVWUaWiYe aQd SRliWical aSSaUaWXVeV
seem WR be Whe ke\VWRQe Rf VRcieW\; Whe\ aSSeaU WR hRld iW iQ WheiU
SRZeUfXl gUiS. ThiV iV QRW XQWUXe, aV UegaUdV eiWheU Whe
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ RU ZhaW iW UefeUV WR. YeW WhiV UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ iV
P\VWiɹcaWRU\. The VWaWe iV QRZ bXilW XSRQ dail\ life; iWV baVe iV Whe
eYeU\da\. The WUadiWiRQal MaU[iVW WheViV PakeV Whe UelaWiRQV Rf
SURdXcWiRQ aQd SURdXcWiYe fRUceV Whe ¶baVe· Rf Whe ideRlRgical aQd
SRliWical VXSeUVWUXcWXUeV. TRda\ ² WhaW iV WR Va\, QRZ WhaW Whe VWaWe
eQVXUeV Whe adPiQiVWUaWiRQ Rf VRcieW\, aV RSSRVed WR leWWiQg VRcial
UelaWiRQV, Whe PaUkeW aQd bliQd fRUceV Wake WheiU cRXUVe ² WhiV WheViV
iV UedXcWiRQiVW aQd iQadeTXaWe. IQ Whe cRXUVe Rf PajRU cRQɻicWV aQd
eYeQWV, Whe UelaWiRQV Rf dRPiQaWiRQ aQd Whe UeSURdXcWiRQ Rf WheVe
UelaWiRQV haYe ZUeVWed SUiRUiW\ RYeU Whe UelaWiRQV Rf SURdXcWiRQ WhaW
Whe\ iQYRlYe aQd cRQWaiQ. IQ iWV Za\, dail\ life likeZiVe iQYRlYeV aQd
cRQWaiQV WheP. ThiV iV a cXUiRXV iQYeUViRQ: dail\ life aQd SeRSle iQ
dail\ life VWill SeUceiYe Whe iQVWiWXWiRQal ediɹce abRYe WheiU headV.
SiPilaUl\, Whe cURZd Rf belieYeUV SeUceiYe Whe caWhedUal, caUeVV iWV
SillaUV ZiWh WheiU e\eV aQd haQdV, feel Whe VRil XQdeU WheiU feeW. IQ
dail\ life, WheVe belieYeUV dR QRW Ueali]e WhaW Whe\ are Whe VRil RQ
Zhich Whe ediɹce UeVWV aQd beaUV dRZQ. WiWh all WheiU geVWXUeV,
ZRUdV aQd habiWV, Whe\ SUeVeUYe aQd VXSSRUW Whe ediɹce. NeRlibeUal
ideRlRg\ haV VXcceeded iQ PaiQWaiQiQg WhiV deceSWiYe SeUVSecWiYe,
aQd haV eYeQ UeiQfRUced iW. OQl\ a ceUWaiQ aQaUchiVW WUadiWiRQ haV
cRUUecWed iW WR VRPe e[WeQW, bXW ZiWhRXW VXcceediQg iQ VhakiQg Whe



ediɹce. SiQce Whe belle ppoqXe Rf PiliWaQW aQaUchiVP, Zhich ZaV
cReYal ZiWh Whe bRXUgeRiV belle ppoqXe, aQd deVSiWe Whe WeUURUiVP
WhaW SURlRQgV Whe aQaUchiVW WUadiWiRQ, Whe ediɹce haV beeQ SeUfecWed
fURP \eaU WR \eaU, aQVZeUiQg Whe WeUURUiVP Rf iWV RSSRQeQWV ZiWh
VWaWe WeUURUiVP.

IQ VR faU aV chaQge haV RccXUUed, iW haV beeQ fRU Whe ZRUVe. TheUe
iV QR Qeed WR diVcRXUVe aW leQgWh WR SURYe Whe e[WeQViRQ Rf VWaWe ²
WhaW iV, SRlice ² cRQWURl. BXW be caUefXl ZheQ iW cRPeV WR Whe cUiWiTXe
Rf Whe VWaWe WRda\! The SRliWical ViWXaWiRQ RbligeV XV WR UecRQVideU
aQd UeiQWURdXce a diVWiQcWiRQ beWZeeQ lefW criWiqXe aQd righW criWiqXe
WhaW VeePed RXWdaWed. TheVe WZR cUiWical VWaQceV aUe RfWeQ Pi[ed XS,
iQ a daQgeURXV cRQfXViRQ. The cRQfXViRQ iV iQcUeaVed b\ Whe facW WhaW
fRU a lRQg WiPe h\SeUcUiWiciVP haV UegaUded aV UighW-ZiQg aQd
UeacWiRQaU\ aQ\ XWWeUaQce abRXW Whe VWaWe WhaW did QRW iQclXde Whe
dePaQd fRU iWV iPPiQeQW, eYeQ iPPediaWe, abRliWiRQ. FXUWheUPRUe,
Whe diʃeUeQce beWZeeQ WheVe cUiWical aWWiWXdeV ZaV blXUUed b\ Whe
facW WhaW YaUiRXV SRliWical SlaQV, WacWicall\ ideQWif\iQg WhePVelYeV
ZiWh QaWiRQal XQiW\ RU dePRcUaWic acWiRQ, claiPed WR be ViWXaWed
be\RQd Whe diYiViRQ beWZeeQ RighW aQd LefW. ThiV diVWiQcWiRQ iV
becRPiQg cXUUeQW RQce PRUe. WhaW dReV Whe UighW-ZiQg cUiWiTXe
claiP? IW iQcUiPiQaWeV Whe bXUeaXcUaWic cXPbeUVRPeQeVV Rf Whe VWaWe
aSSaUaWXVeV, WheiU clXPV\ iQWeUYeQWiRQV, Whe eQRUPRXV cRVW Rf WheVe
iQWeUYeQWiRQV, VXbYeQWiRQV aQd VXSSRUW fRU Whe YaUiRXV ¶VRcial
UejecWV·, aQd VR RQ. AV fRU Whe lefW-ZiQg cUiWiTXe, iW accXVeV VWaWeVPeQ
Rf VWUiYiQg WR UeiQfRUce Whe VWaWe, VhaWWeUiQg Whe VRcial b\ caXViQg iW
WR SeUPeaWe VRcieW\ iQ iWV eQWiUeW\, beiQg UeSUeVViYe, XViQg
iQfRUPaWiRQ WeQdeQWiRXVl\ ² XlWiPaWel\, Rf WUeaWiQg Whe VWaWe aV aQ
eQd iQ iWVelf, QRW aV aQ iQVWUXPeQW iQ Whe VeUYice Rf VRcieW\. ThiV dXal
iQdicWPeQW, iQVeSaUable fURP RWheU ideRlRgical RU VWUaWegic elePeQWV,
caQQRW fail WR Vhake Whe VWaWe aW iWV fRXQdaWiRQ. The TXeVWiRQ Rf Whe
VWaWe iV WUaQVfRUPed: iW becRPeV ² Whe VWaWe iQ TXeVWiRQ!

The cRQWePSRUaU\ VWaWe haV WhUee VideV: PaQageUial aQd
adPiQiVWUaWiYe; VecXUiW\ ² Whe VWaWe aV gXaUdiaQ, gXaUaQWeeiQg
VecXUiW\, iQVXUiQg aQd UeaVVXUiQg; ɹQall\, aQd abRYe all, Whe leWhal
Vide ² aUP\ aQd aUPaPeQWV, SRlice aQd jXVWice, UeSUeVViRQ aQd
RSSUeVViRQ. TheUe iV QR SRiQW dZelliQg aW leQgWh RQ Whe RUgaQi]aWiRQ



Rf Whe VWaWe heUe. IW iV VXɽcieQW WR VhRZ WhaW eYeQ iQ dail\ life aQ
agRQi]iQg cRQɻicW VeWV iQ beWZeeQ VecXUiW\ aQd UiVk, beWZeeQ ɹ[ed
deWeUPiQaWiRQV decUeed fURP RQ high (ideQWiW\) aQd iQeYiWable
eYRlXWiRQ. ThiV cRQWUibXWeV VigQiɹcaQWl\ WR Whe PalaiVe, Whe
diVVaWiVfacWiRQ WhaW iV Pi[ed iQ ZiWh VaWiVfacWiRQ. SiPXlWaQeRXVl\
SURWecWRU aQd RSSUeVVRU, PaQageU aQd aUbiWeU, aXWhRUiWaUiaQ aQd
UaWiRQal, libeUaWRU aQd ideQWiWaUiaQ, Whe cRQWePSRUaU\ VWaWe iV SiliQg
XS cRQWUadicWiRQV XQdeU Rɽcial diVcRXUVeV Rf Whe XWPRVW cRheUeQce.
FRU \eaUV Whe VWaWe WechQRcUac\ aQd WechQR-VWUXcWXUe haYe lRQg
cRQcealed Whe eQRUPiW\ Rf Whe bXUeaXcUac\ aQd iWV aUbiWUaUiQeVV
XQdeU Whe ideRlRg\ Rf cRPSeWeQce aQd SeUfRUPaQce. HeQce Whe
cUiWiTXeV, bXW alVR Whe dRXble-VidedQeVV Rf WhRVe cUiWiTXeV. HeQce
alVR Whe YaQiVhiQg Rf jR\, SleaVXUe aQd eQjR\PeQW iQ Whe clXWcheV Rf
Whe cRldeVW Rf cRld PRQVWeUV. FURP ZhaW TXaUWeU Zill Whe deliYeUaQce
Ze haYe beeQ aZaiWiQg fRU VR lRQg cRPe? The eYeU\da\ iV VWUicWl\
deSeQdeQW XSRQ WhiV ViWXaWiRQ: iW XQfRldV, RU UaWheU VWagQaWeV, XQdeU
WhiV dRPiQiRQ, ZiWh fXQcWiRQaliVP aQd Rɽcial fRUPaliVP diVgXiViQg
Whe eQWeUSUiVeV Rf Whe Zill WR SRZeU. WiWh ZhaW deWeUPiQaWiRQ haYe
VWaWeVPeQ fRU decadeV beeQ cXWWiQg dRZQ aQ\WhiQg WhaW VWickV RXW,
deVWUR\iQg ZhaWeYeU dReV QRW cRQfRUP WR Whe eVWabliVhed QRUPV,
VWUikiQg aW VRPe SaUWicXlaU VRcial SheQRPeQRQ ² Ve[, dUXgV, idleQeVV,
aQd VR RQ ² iQ RUdeU WheUeb\ WR WaUgeW eYeU\WhiQg WhaW WhUeaWeQV
WheP. ThXV iV dail\ life QRUPali]ed. AWWePSWV aW ePaQciSaWiRQ aUe
VRPeWiPeV UeSUeVVed, VRPeWiPeV VkilfXll\ UecXSeUaWed aQd
iQcRUSRUaWed ² WheVe WZR aVSecWV Rf Whe WacWicV Rf adPiQiVWUaWiYe
aSSaUaWXVeV cRPSlePeQWiQg RQe aQRWheU. Need I UePaUk iQ SaVViQg
WhaW ZhaW Ze aUe dealiQg ZiWh iV adPiQiVWUaWiYe aSSaUaWXVeV, QRW
ideRlRgical aSSaUaWXVeV, Zhich aUe aW PRVW caSable Rf eUecWiQg a
VPRkeVcUeeQ RYeU Ueal RSeUaWiRQV? MRUeRYeU, Whe VWaWe iV caSable
RQl\ Rf a VeePiQg SUeVeUYaWiRQ Rf QaWiRQal XQiW\ aQd ideQWiW\, Zhich
iW e[SlRiWV VhaPeleVVl\. IQ facW aQd iQ SUacWice, Whe VWaWe aSSaUaWXVeV
SUeVV WRZaUdV UXSWXUe aQd fUagPeQWaWiRQ, a VSliW VRcieW\ ² Whe ZRUk
Rf Whe VWaWe, cRQcealed b\ iW ² fRUcibl\ PaiQWaiQed iQ Whe e[iVWiQg
SRliWical fUaPeZRUk.

IV iW QRW cleaU, eYeQ RbYiRXV, WhaW Whe cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ liYed
e[SeUieQce PXVW abaQdRQ Whe iPPediaWe, aQd be UecRQVideUed iQ



accRUdaQce ZiWh VWaWe acWiYiW\ aQd iWV eQRUPRXV RUgaQi]aWiRQal
caSaciWieV? IW iV QRW eQRXgh WR blaPe caSiWaliVP, cRPPRdiWieV aQd
PRQe\, aV Zell aV ¶bRXUgeRiV· VRcieW\, fRU beiQg dehXPaQi]iQg aQd
RSSUeVViYe. IW iV QR lRQgeU VXɽcieQW WR iQYRke Whe WUaQVceQdeQce Rf
¶Ueal life· RU Whe ¶WUXe life·. IW iV QR lRQgeU eYeQ QeceVVaU\ WR eVWabliVh
Whe PRUal, PeQWal RU VSiUiWXal SUiRUiW\ Rf Whe VXUUeal, Whe ideal RU Whe
XQUeal RYeU Whe Ueal. ASSealV WR aUW caQ SURYe aV diVaSSRiQWiQg aV
Whe aSSeal WR WUXWh agaiQVW UealiW\. RefXWaWiRQ Rf Whe cRPPRdiW\ aV a
ZRUld, aQd Rf Whe glRbal aV a SURdXcW Rf Whe PaUkeW, VWill haV a VeQVe.
UQfRUWXQaWel\, hRZeYeU, WhiV VeQVe alVR iPSlieV Whe QRQ-VeQVe Rf Whe
UefXWaWiRQ. FRU Whe eVVeQWial WhiQg WRda\ iV Whe VWaWe, Zhich
iQcUeaViQgl\ eleYaWeV iWVelf abRYe iWV RZQ cRQdiWiRQV iQ Whe ZRUld Rf
cRPPRdiWieV (Zhich ViPXlWaQeRXVl\ VXSSRUWV Whe VWaWe iQ geQeUal
aQd WeQdV WR VhaWWeU each SaUWicXlaU VWaWe, diVVRlYiQg iW iQWR Whe
glRbal). The URle Rf cUiWical WhiQkiQg cRQViVWV heUe iQ dePRQVWUaWiQg
Whe PRUWal chaUacWeU Rf Whe VWaWe: iW beaUV ZiWhiQ iW Whe cRQdiWiRQV Rf
iWV RZQ deaWh aQd, ZhaW iV PRUe, iW leadV WR deaWh. OQce Ze haYe
SURYed WhiV, a chRice, a bifXUcaWiRQ, VeePV XQaYRidable. EiWheU Ze
aWWePSW WR gR be\RQd Whe leYel Rf Whe VWaWe, adRSWiQg aV a SUacWical
aQd iQWellecWXal h\SRWheViV iWV UXSWXUe RU diVVRlXWiRQ; RU Ze Veek WR
iQVWall RXUVelYeV iQ Whe acWXal, ciUcXPYeQWiQg aQd diYeUWiQg Whe
SUeVVXUe, if QeceVVaU\ XViQg iW WR PRWiYaWe PicUR-deciViRQV. IV Whe
laWWeU RSWiRQ feaVible? UQTXeVWiRQabl\, if Ze acceSW WhaW all Whe baVic
elePeQWV Rf Whe TXeVWiRQ haYe beeQ claUiɹed; WhaW WRda\ WheUe iV
QRWhiQg bliQd aQd RSaTXe, aV ZaV RQce Whe caVe ZiWh Whe VSUead Rf
Whe PaUkeW, iQdXVWU\ aQd WechQRlRg\.

BXW if iW iV WUXe WhaW chaQgeV iQ dail\ life RccXU b\ WZR URXWeV, Whe
lRcal aQd Whe glRbal, Whe PicUR aQd Whe PacUR, SeUhaSV WhiV RSWiRQ iV
XQaYailiQg?

PeRSle Pa\ WhiQk WhaW Whe VSleQdRXU Rf SRZeU aQd Whe VSleQdRXU
Rf Whe VWaWe haYe QRWhiQg WR dR ZiWh Whe hXPiliW\ Rf dail\ life. WhaW
a PiVWake WhaW ZRXld be! CUiWical aQal\ViV begiQV ZiWh Whe
diVeQchaQWPeQW Rf Whe VWaWe aQd Whe VSheUe Rf SRZeU. The\ haYe
QRWhiQg Pagical RU VacUaPeQWal abRXW WheP. ChaUiVPaWic? ThiV
PeWaShRU, Zhich iV iWVelf Pagical, iV QR lRQgeU PeaQiQgfXl iQ
cRQWePSRUaU\ SRliWicV, ZheUe SRZeU iV acTXiUed WhURXgh WacWicV aQd



VWUaWeg\, PaQReXYUeV aQd caPSaigQV, iQclXdiQg adYeUWiViQg
caPSaigQV.

The VWaWe WRda\ iV QR lRQgeU cRQWeQW WR ¶diVciSliQe aQd SXQiVh·. IW
ZaV Whe VWaWe Rf Whe belle ppoqXe WhaW aVVXPed aQ eWhical fXQcWiRQ Rf
QRUPali]aWiRQ: ZeediQg RXW Whe XVeleVV, eliPiQaWiQg Whe abQRUPal.
TRda\, Whe VWaWe PaQageV dail\ life diUecWl\ RU iQdiUecWl\. DiUecWl\,
WhURXgh UegXlaWiRQV aQd laZV, PRUe QXPeURXV SURhibiWiRQV, aQd Whe
WXWelaU\ acWiRQ Rf iQVWiWXWiRQV aQd adPiQiVWUaWiRQV. IQdiUecWl\,
WhURXgh Wa[aWiRQ, Whe aSSaUaWXV Rf jXVWice, VWeeUiQg Whe Pedia, aQd
VR RQ. SiQce Whe belle ppoqXe Rf ¶diVciSliQe aQd SXQiVh·, a VRUW Rf
iQYeUViRQ haV RccXUUed iQ Whe ViWXaWiRQ. PUeYiRXVl\, ZhaW ZaV QRW
SURhibiWed ZaV SeUPiWWed. TRda\, eYeU\WhiQg WhaW iV QRW SeUPiWWed iV
SURhibiWed. ThiV iQYeUViRQ RccXUUed fURP Whe de GaXlle eUa XS WR Whe
GiVcaUd eUa, aQd iWV cRQVeTXeQceV ZeUe SeUceiYed RQl\ afWeU Whe
eYeQW, aQd heQce WRR laWe WR RSSRVe WheP ² all Whe PRUe VR iQ WhaW
WhiV e[WeQViRQ Rf SURhibiWiRQ haV beeQ able WR clRak iWVelf iQ a
SVeXdR-libeUal ideRlRg\. IW iV Velf-eYideQW WhaW Whe VWaWe alRQe caQQRW
eQVXUe cRQWURl RYeU aQ eQWiUe VRcieW\ ² WhaW iV WR Va\, RYeU gURXSV
aQd hXPaQ beiQgV ZhRVe QXPbeUV aUe RfWeQ cRQVideUable. IW WhXV
fXQcWiRQV b\ gXaUaQWeeiQg Whe iPbUicaWiRQ aQd eTXiYaleQce Rf
YaUiRXV fRUPV aQd ¶VXb-V\VWePV· ² fRU e[aPSle, WeachiQg, PediciQe
aQd Whe RUgaQi]aWiRQ Rf healWh, Whe RUgaQi]aWiRQ Rf WiPe aQd VSace,
aQd VR RQ. IW chieɻ\ UelieV RQ Whe ZRUld Rf cRPPRdiWieV, aQ acWiYe
fRUP iQ eYeU\da\ life, aV Zell aV RQ Whe cRQWUacWXal V\VWeP, aQRWheU
acWiYe fRUP. A VeUYice VWaWe? SR iW iV Vaid; VR iW iV claiPed. IQ UealiW\,
ZhaW Ze haYe iV a VWaWe cRQWURlliQg dail\ life becaXVe iW helSV WR
cUeaWe iW. AQd iW eYeQ moXlds iW. IW faVhiRQV iW. ThiV dReV QRW PeaQ
WhaW each ¶XVeU· caQ eaVil\ SaVV fURP RQe WR aQRWheU Rf Whe VXb-
V\VWePV RU fRUPV liQked b\ Whe VWaWe, aQd ZhRVe eTXiYaleQce Whe
VWaWe eQVXUeV.

WhaW eVcaSeV Whe VWaWe? The deUiVRU\, PiQXVcXle deciViRQV iQ
Zhich fUeedRP iV UediVcRYeUed aQd e[SeUieQced: WakiQg Whe bXV WR
WhiV RU WhaW VWRS; VSeakiQg RU QRW VSeakiQg WR a SaUWicXlaU SeUVRQ;
bX\iQg VXch aQd VXch aQ RbjecW; aQd VR RQ. SWaUWiQg fURP WheVe
PicUR-deciViRQV, fUeedRP VeekV WR gaWheU PRPeQWXP. While iW iV
WUXe WhaW Whe VWaWe diVSeQVeV RQl\ ZiWh ZhaW iV iQVigQiɹcaQW, iW iV



QeYeUWheleVV Whe caVe WhaW Whe SRliWicR-bXUeaXcUaWic-VWaWe ediɹce
alZa\V cRQWaiQV cUackV, chiQkV, VSaceV. OQ Whe RQe haQd,
adPiQiVWUaWiYe acWiYiW\ VWUaiQV WR SlXg WheVe gaSV, leaYiQg leVV aQd
leVV hRSe aQd SRVVibiliW\ Rf ZhaW haV beeQ dXbbed iQWeUVWiWial
fUeedRP. OQ Whe RWheU haQd, iQdiYidXalV Veek WR eQlaUge WheVe cUackV
aQd SaVV WhURXgh Whe iQWeUVWiceV.

IW iV QRW ceUWaiQ WhaW all Whe VWaWe·V fXQcWiRQV, Rld aQd/RU QeZ,
aUchaic RU hiVWRUic, iQQaWe RU acTXiUed, aUe SUeVeUYed aV VXch, ViPSl\
b\ beiQg VWUeQgWheQed. SRPe fXQcWiRQV ɻXcWXaWe. We kQRZ, fRU
e[aPSle, WhaW ViQce Whe adYeQW Rf VR-called PXlWiQaWiRQal ɹUPV, VWaWe
PaQagePeQW Rf Whe ecRQRPic aQd Whe VRcial haV alWeUed. IW Pa\ be
WhaW ZhaW iV called Whe QaWiRQal VWaWe Zill becRPe Whe PaQageU Rf
RXWPRded QaWiRQal WeUUiWRUieV aQd UelaWiRQV Rf SURdXcWiRQ fRU glRbal
eQWeUSUiVeV. SRPe iPSRUWaQW deciViRQV aUe WakeQ aW Whe leYel Rf Whe
VWaWe ² WhaW iV WR Va\, aW Whe QaWiRQal aQd glRbal leYel, bXW RXWVide Rf
VWaWe iQVWiWXWiRQV. CRQVXlWaWiRQ aQd dialRgXe Wake Slace beWZeeQ
SeUVRQaliWieV, PeeWiQgV dXUiQg Zhich Whe ¶SUiYaWe· ² WhaW iV WR Va\,
Whe iQWeUeVWV Rf QaWiRQal RU iQWeUQaWiRQal ɹUPV ² aQd Whe ¶SXblic· ²
WhaW iV WR Va\, Whe UeSUeVeQWaWiYeV Rf Whe YaUiRXV gURXSV cRQceUQed ²
PiQgle aQd claVh. SWaWe bRdieV aQd SRliWical leadeUV SaUWiciSaWe iQ
deciViRQV ZiWh Whe aiP Rf PaiQWaiQiQg Whe dRPeVWic PaUkeW, VWUaWegic
cRheUeQce, QaWiRQal XQiW\, aQd Whe celebUaWed cRQVeQVXV ² iQ VhRUW,
Whe lRgic Rf Whe PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ. SSaUiQg XQfRUeVeeQ
deYelRSPeQWV RU iQQRYaWiRQV, RQe fXQcWiRQ VeePV VeW WR be
VWUeQgWheQed: Whe adPiQiVWUaWiRQ Rf dail\ life, aV a geQeUal SURdXcW
aW RQce Rf Whe ecRQRPic, Whe SRliWical aQd Whe VWUaWegic, aQd eYeQ Rf
ideRlRg\. SR WhaW eYeU\WhiQg Ze haYe hiWheUWR RbVeUYed UiVkV beiQg a
PeUe jRkiQg PaWWeU iQ cRPSaUiVRQ ZiWh ZhaW lieV iQ VWRUe: Whe VWaWe
Rf WRWal kQRZledge ² Whe SaVW, SUeVeQW aQd fXWXUe Rf each PePbeU
(iQdiYidXal RU gURXS) UegiVWeUed, deVcUibed, SUeVcUibed b\ SeUfecWl\
iQfRUPed ¶VeUYiceV·, dRZQ WR Whe VPalleVW PRYe, Whe VPalleVW
Sa\PeQW, Whe PRVW iQVigQiɹcaQW Rf VRcial aQd iQdiYidXal acWV. If Ze
leW WhiQgV Wake WheiU cRXUVe, WhiV SeVViPiVWic VcieQce-ɹcWiRQ VceQaUiR
Zill gUadXall\ becRPe RXU faPiliaU laQdVcaSe, becaXVe iW iV
cRQYeQieQW WR haYe a WechQical deYice aW hRPe WhaW VeePV WR Wake
Whe ZhRle Rf eYeU\da\ life iQ haQd. OQe da\ iW Pa\ Zell be WhaW,



VSaUiQg Whe XQfRUeVeeQ RU VRPe iQiWiaWiYe, aQ aUP\ Rf bXUeaXcUaWV,
XQdeU Whe RUdeUV Rf a WechQicR-SRliWical high cRPPaQd, Zill WUeaW
dail\ life QRW aV aQ RbjecW RU SURdXcW, QR lRQgeU aV a VePi-cRlRQ\,
bXW TXiWe ViPSl\ aV a cRQTXeUed cRXQWU\.

5 Space and Time

BefRUe I e[aPiQe iQfRUPaWiRQ WechQRlRg\ PRUe clRVel\, leW Pe Va\ a
liWWle abRXW VRcial WiPe aQd VSace. IQ WhiV dRPaiQ, Whe chaQgeV ZeUe
VlRZ bXW SURfRXQd. FiUVW Rf all, eYeU\WhiQg iQ WeUUeVWUial VSace haV
beeQ e[SlRUed, aQd QeaUl\ eYeU\WhiQg haV beeQ RccXSied aQd
e[SlRiWed. WhaW UePaiQV XQRccXSied? The RceaQ deSWhV. OQce
agaiQ, Whe PajRU VWaWeV aUe eQgaged iQ diVWXUbiQg acWiYiWieV; VRPe
WheRUeWiciaQV Rf VWUaWeg\ haYe VXggeVWed WhaW a glRbal cRQɻicW cRXld
VSUiQg fURP UiYalU\ RYeU Whe UeVRXUceV Rf Whe RceaQV. AV fRU fRUeVWV,
lakeV, beacheV, PRXQWaiQV, Whe\ haYe beeQ Zell-Qigh cRPSleWel\
¶aSSURSUiaWed·. IV WheUe aQ\ Qeed fRU Pe WR UeiWeUaWe agaiQ WhaW
SUiYaWe SURSeUW\ PeaQV diVaSSURSUiaWiRQ? The VSace Rf Sla\, ZheUe
Whe bRd\ UediVcRYeUV iWVelf iQ UediVcRYeUiQg XVe, becRPeV aQ
RSSRUWXQiW\ fRU SURɹW, ZiWh Whe laWWeU VXbjecWiQg Whe SRWeQWial fRU
eQjR\PeQW WR iWVelf, aQd debaViQg iW. OccXSaWiRQ b\ ɹQaQcial
iQWeUeVWV aQd SUiYaWe SURSeUW\ VigQiɹeV cRQWURl ² WhaW iV WR Va\, Whe
eQd Rf Whe fUeedRP WhaW iV iQdiVSeQVable WR fXll eQjR\PeQW. ThiV
RccXSaWiRQ Rf VSecial SlaceV aQd VSaceV haV cRQVeTXeQceV fRU dail\
life. IQ facW, iQ Whe deSWhV Rf deVSRQdeQc\, PRQRWRQ\ aQd bRUedRP,
Whe SeRSle Rf dail\ life haYe faiWh iQ XQRccXSied SlaceV aQd fUee
WiPe, iQ fUee acWiYiWieV ² WhaW iV WR Va\, Sla\ acWiYiWieV. The lXdic caQ
be UecXSeUaWed; aQd haV beeQ WR a VigQiɹcaQW e[WeQW. YeW iW WRR
UePaiQV Whe ¶aUeQa aQd VWake· Rf a cRQɻicW, RYeU a beach, acceVV WR
Whe Vea, gUa]iQg UighWV, aQd VR RQ; aQd VXch cRQɻicWV caQ VRPeWiPeV
becRPe acXWe.

IQ iWV PXlWiSliciW\, WiPe caQ be eQYiVaged eiWheU TXaliWaWiYel\ RU
TXaQWiWaWiYel\ ² aV biRlRgical RU Sh\Vical WiPe, aV SV\chRlRgical
dXUaWiRQ, RU ɹQall\ aV VRcial WiPe, leaYiQg WR RQe Vide VideUeal WiPe,
hiVWRUical WiPe, aQd VR RQ.



AV QaWXUal WiPe, iW haV a Uh\WhPical chaUacWeU. Rh\WhP iV aQ
iQWegUal aQd deWeUPiQaQW SaUW Rf TXaliWaWiYe WiPe. IW alVR SRVVeVVeV a
TXaQWiWaWiYe chaUacWeU: iW iV PeaVXUed ² fUeTXeQc\, iQWeQViW\, eQeUg\
e[SeQded, aQd VR RQ. BXW Uh\WhPV aUe PXlWiSle aQd iQWeUfeUe ZiWh
RQe aQRWheU TXaliWaWiYel\: heaUWbeaWV, bUeaWhiQg, beiQg aZake aQd
aVleeS b\ WXUQV, beiQg hXQgU\ aQd WhiUVW\, aQd VR RQ. The Uh\WhPV iQ
TXeVWiRQ aUe RQl\ Whe PRVW eaVil\ RbVeUYable ² VRPe diXUQal, RWheUV
PRQWhl\, aQd VR RQ. AlWhRXgh Whe\ aUe UeSeWiWiYe, Uh\WhPV aQd
c\cleV alZa\V haYe aQ aSSeaUaQce Rf QRYelW\: Whe daZQ alZa\V
VeePV WR be Whe ɹUVW RQe. Rh\WhP dReV QRW SUeYeQW Whe deViUe fRU,
aQd SleaVXUe Rf, diVcRYeU\: hXQgeU aQd WhiUVW alZa\V VeeP QRYel. IV
WhiV a kiQd Rf gifW Rf RbliYiRQ WhaW SURWecWV Whe Uh\WhPical fURP
RbVRleVceQce, bXW ZiWhRXW eUaViQg all PePRU\? IQ liQeaU UeSeWiWiRQ,
b\ cRQWUaVW, Whe fRUPal aQd PaWeUial ideQWiW\ Rf each ¶VWURke· iV
UecRgQi]ed, geQeUaWiQg laVViWXde, bRUedRP aQd faWigXe.

WheQ MaU[iVWV haYe dealW ZiWh Uh\WhPV, Whe\ haYe cRQVideUed
WheP VRlel\ RQ Whe baViV Rf labRXU. IQdeed, RUigiQall\ Whe geVWXUeV
aQd acWV Rf cRllecWiYe labRXU ZeUe Uh\WhPicall\ RUgaQi]ed,
iQYaUiabl\ accRPSaQied b\ VRQgV: Whe VRQgV Rf RaUVPeQ, haXleUV,
haUYeVWeUV, VheSheUdV, VailRUV, aQd VR RQ. A ZhRle ¶MaU[iVW· aeVWheWic
iV baVed RQ Whe h\SRWheViV Rf a WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ aQd aUWiVWic
WUaQVSRViWiRQ Rf ZRUk Uh\WhPV becRPiQg eQdV UaWheU WhaQ PeaQV,
aQd SleaVXUeV aV RSSRVed WR SXQcWXaWiQg SURdXcWiYe acWiYiW\. ThiV
WheViV igQRUeV a ceUWaiQ QXPbeU Rf facWV. IQ Whe ɹUVW Slace, YiWal
Uh\WhPV SUe-e[iVW RUgaQi]ed VRcial labRXU; hRUPRQal VecUeWiRQV Rbe\
diʃeUeQW c\cleV, PakiQg iW SRVVible WR VWUeVV Whe diʃeUeQWial
chaUacWeU Rf Uh\WhPV. SecRQdl\, Whe geVWXUeV Rf labRXU aUe RUgaQi]ed
Uh\WhPicall\ RQl\ iQ fRUPV Rf ZRUk WhaW SUedaWe iQdXVWUial labRXU.
The clRVeU SURdXcWiYe acWiYiW\ aSSUR[iPaWeV WR iQdXVWUial SURdXcWiRQ
XViQg PachiQeV, Whe PRUe liQeaU UeSeWiWiRQ becRPeV, lRViQg iWV
Uh\WhPical chaUacWeU. Take, fRU e[aPSle, a VeTXeQce Rf RSeUaWiRQV
like haPPeU-blRZV WR dUiYe iQ QailV, RU Whe SURdXcWiRQ Rf SieceV b\ a
PilliQg PachiQe, RU aVVePbliQg a caU. If Whe VeTXeQce Rf haPPeU-
blRZV VRPeWiPeV WakeV RQ a kiQd Rf Uh\WhP, iW iV becaXVe Whe ZRUkeU
iV VeekiQg WR eVcaSe liQeaU PRQRWRQ\. FURP Whe YeU\ begiQQiQg Rf
iQdXVWUial RUgaQi]aWiRQ, WheUe iV a VXddeQ PXWXal iQWeUfeUeQce



beWZeeQ Uh\WhPical YiWal SURceVVeV aQd liQeaU RSeUaWiRQV. ThiV
fRUeVhadRZV cRPSle[ SURceVVeV, aQd dReV QRW VXSSRUW Whe WheViV Rf a
diUecW WUaQViWiRQ fURP SUacWical ZRUk Uh\WhPV WR aeVWheWic Uh\WhPV
iQ PXVic, daQce, aUchiWecWXUe, aQd VR RQ. The geQeUal SURbleP heUe
iV Whe VSaWiali]aWiRQ Rf WePSRUal SURceVVeV. IQ WhiV UeVSecW, Whe ZRUk
Rf aUW diVSla\V a YicWRU\ Rf Whe Uh\WhPical RYeU Whe liQeaU,
iQWegUaWiQg iW ZiWhRXW deVWUR\iQg iW. C\clical UeSeWiWiRQ aQd liQeaU
UeSeWiWiRQ PeeW aQd cRllide. ThXV, iQ PXVic Whe PeWURQRPe VXSSlieV
a liQeaU WePSR; bXW Whe liQked VeUieV Rf iQWeUYalV b\ RcWaYeV
SRVVeVVeV a c\clical aQd Uh\WhPical chaUacWeU. LikeZiVe iQ dail\ life:
Whe PaQ\ Uh\WhPV aQd c\cleV Rf QaWXUal RUigiQ, Zhich aUe
WUaQVfRUPed b\ VRcial life, iQWeUfeUe ZiWh Whe liQeaU SURceVVeV aQd
VeTXeQceV Rf geVWXUeV aQd acWV.

Rh\WhPaQal\ViV, a QeZ VcieQce WhaW iV iQ Whe SURceVV Rf beiQg
cRQVWiWXWed, VWXdieV WheVe highl\ cRPSle[ SURceVVeV. IW Pa\ be WhaW iW
Zill cRPSlePeQW RU VXSSlaQW SV\chRaQal\ViV. IW ViWXaWeV iWVelf aW Whe
jX[WaSRViWiRQ Rf Whe Sh\Vical, Whe Sh\ViRlRgical aQd Whe VRcial, aW Whe
heaUW Rf dail\ life. ElePeQWV Rf Uh\WhPaQal\ViV cRXld ɹQd a Slace
heUe. ThiV kQRZledge VWaUWV fURP ePSiUical RbVeUYaWiRQV ² fRU
e[aPSle, Whe Vea·V ZaYeV ZiWh WheiU e[WUaRUdiQaUil\ cRPSle[
XQdXlaWiRQV aQd Uh\WhPV, RU PXVic aV a XQiW\ Rf PelRd\, haUPRQ\
aQd Uh\WhP. CRPSaUed ZiWh Whe e[iVWiQg VcieQceV, iW iV PXlWi- RU
iQWeUdiVciSliQaU\ iQ chaUacWeU. IW caQQRW bXW aSSeal WR ZaYe WheRUieV,
WR Whe SUiQciSle Rf Whe VXSeUiPSRViWiRQ Rf VPall PRYePeQWV, ZheUeaV
laUgeU ZaYe PRYePeQWV cUeaWe iQWeUfeUeQceV. IW eTXall\ callV XSRQ a
Sh\ViRlRg\ Rf RUgaQV aQd WheiU fXQcWiRQiQg, cRQVideUed iQ WiPe aQd
QRW RQl\ iQ aQaWRPical VSace ² VRPeWhiQg WhaW haV liPiWed
Sh\ViRlRg\·V SeUVSecWiYeV fRU a lRQg WiPe. IW ZRXld WhXV VWXd\ all
c\clical Uh\WhPV VWaUWiQg fURP WheiU RUigiQ RU fRXQdaWiRQ ² QaWXUe ²
bXW WakiQg accRXQW Rf WheiU alWeUaWiRQV WhURXgh iQWeUfeUeQce ZiWh
liQeaU SURceVVeV. The iPSRUWaQW WhiQg heUe iV Whe SURgUeVViYe
cUXVhiQg Rf Uh\WhPV aQd c\cleV b\ liQeaU UeSeWiWiRQ. IW PXVW be
ePShaVi]ed WhaW RQl\ Whe liQeaU iV aPeQable WR beiQg fXll\
TXaQWiɹed aQd hRPRgeQi]ed. OQ a ZaWch RU a clRck, Whe PechaQical
deYiceV VXbjecW Whe c\clical ² Whe haQdV WhaW WXUQ iQ Vi[W\ VecRQdV RU
WZelYe hRXUV ² WR Whe liQeaUiW\ Rf cRXQWiQg. IQ UeceQW PeaVXUiQg



deYiceV, aQd eYeQ ZaWcheV, Whe c\clical (Whe dial) WeQdV WR diVaSSeaU.
FXll\ TXaQWiɹed VRcial WiPe iV iQdiʃeUeQW WR da\ aQd QighW, WR Whe
Uh\WhPV Rf iPSXlVeV.

CUiWical aQal\ViV Rf dail\ life deYRWeV a lRW Rf VSace WR Whe
diʃeUeQce beWZeeQ Whe WZR W\SeV Rf UeSeWiWiYe SURceVVeV aQd WheiU
cRQjXQcWiRQV. IW PXVW giYe eYeQ PRUe VSace WR Whe cRPSleWe
TXaQWiɹcaWiRQ Rf VRcial WiPe RQ Whe baViV Rf Whe PeaVXUePeQW Rf
labRXU-WiPe aQd iWV SURdXcWiYiW\ iQ iQdXVWU\. SWaUWiQg fURP Whe
RUgaQi]aWiRQ Rf labRXU ² diYided aQd cRPSRViWe, PeaVXUed aQd
TXaQWiɹed ² TXaQWiɹcaWiRQ haV cRQTXeUed VRcieW\ iQ iWV eQWiUeW\,
WheUeb\ cRQWUibXWiQg WR Whe Ueali]aWiRQ Rf Whe PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ. IW
iV likeZiVe RQ Whe baViV Rf WhiV TXaQWiɹcaWiRQ WhaW Whe eYeU\da\ ZaV
cRQVWiWXWed, alPRVW cRPSleWel\ eliPiQaWiQg Whe TXaliWaWiYe iQ WiPe
aQd VSace, WUeaWiQg iW aV a UeVidXe WR be eliPiQaWed. The TXaliWaWiYe
haV YirWXall\ diVaSSeaUed. BXW heUe, RQce agaiQ, WhiV ¶YiUWXall\· iV YeU\
iPSRUWaQW. ThiV iV Whe VeQVe iQ Zhich dail\ life UeSUeVeQWV Whe
geQeUali]aWiRQ Rf iQdXVWUial UaWiRQaliW\, Whe VSiUiW Rf eQWeUSUiVe, aQd
caSiWaliVW PaQagePeQW, adRSWed aQd iPSRVed b\ Whe VWaWe aQd
iQVWiWXWiRQal VXPPiW. AW Whe liPiW, abVRlXWe TXaQWiɹcaWiRQ, SXUe
UaWiRQaliW\, abVWUacWiRQ, ZRXld WUiXPSh. The ¶YiUWXall\· PeaQV WhaW
WhiV liPiW iV XQaWWaiQable, aQd WhaW VRPeWhiQg elVe iV alZa\V SRVVible.

¶WhaW iV XUbaQ VSace? WhaW iV a WRZQ? HRZ aUe Whe\ cRPSRVed aW
diʃeUeQW leYelV ² blRckV Rf ɻaWV, bXildiQgV, PRQXPeQWV ² iQ a ZRUd,
Whe aUchiWecWXUal aQd, aW aQRWheU leYel, Whe XUbaQiVWic?· We aUe
begiQQiQg WR WhiQk WhaW WheVe TXeVWiRQV, Zhich aUe VeePiQgl\
ePSiUical aQd a PaWWeU fRU SRViWiYe kQRZledge, haYe a VecUeW aɽQiW\
ZiWh YaUiRXV ShilRVRShical TXeVWiRQV: ¶WhaW iV PaQ? WhaW iV hiV
UelaWiRQ WR beiQg? WhaW iV Whe UelaWiRQ beWZeeQ beiQg aQd VSace?
HRZ dR WhiQgV VWaQd ZiWh Whe PaQ·V beiQg, hiV eYRlXWiRQ, hiV aVceQW,
RU hiV QRWhiQgQeVV?· If Ze kQeZ hRZ WR deɹQe ¶PaQ·, ZRXld Ze QRW
be able WR deɹQe Whe XUbaQ aQd Whe WRZQ? UQleVV iW·V Whe RWheU Za\
URXQd, aQd Ze PXVW ɹUVW Rf all XQdeUVWaQd Whe WRZQ if Ze aUe WR
deɹQe WhiV SRliWical aQiPal ZhR cRQVWUXcWV ciWieV, liYiQg iQ WheP RU
ɻeeiQg WheP. IQ WhaW caVe, iQTXiViWiYe WhiQkiQg ZRXld iQYeVWigaWe Whe
XUbaQ iQ Whe ɹUVW iQVWaQce, UaWheU WhaQ SRViWiYe kQRZledge iQ
iVRlaWiRQ RU SRZeU in absWracWo. PeUhaSV Whe WRZQ hRldV Whe aQVZeU



WR VRPe cUXcial TXeVWiRQV WhaW ShilRVRSheUV haYe igQRUed fRU \eaUV.
UQleVV, Yice YeUVa, Whe P\VWeU\ Rf Whe WRZQ beWRkeQV Whe abVeQce Rf
aQ\ aQVZeU. DR WheVe eQRUPRXV cRllecWiRQV Rf WhiQgV, PeQ, ZRPeQ,
ZRUkV aQd V\PbRlV SRVVeVV aQ aV \eW XQdeciSheUed PeaQiQg? OU dR
Whe\ haYe QR PeaQiQg? HRZeYeU WhaW Pa\ be, iW iV iQ WRZQV aQd Whe
XUbaQ WhaW Whe eYeU\da\ ² RXUV ² iV iQVWiWXWed.

AQd heUe Ze cRQfURQW a QeZ SaUadR[ aPRQg VR PaQ\ RWheUV. The
bUeak-XS Rf Whe hiVWRUic WRZQ haV beeQ gRiQg RQ ViQce Whe eQd Rf Whe
QiQeWeeQWh ceQWXU\ aQd Whe begiQQiQg Rf Whe WZeQWieWh; iW ɹgXUeV iQ
Whe cRllaSVe Rf UefeUeQce SRiQWV alUead\ UefeUUed WR. YeW RQe
UePaUkable UeVXlW Rf iW haV beeQ WR faciliWaWe a QRYel aQal\ViV Rf Whe
XUbaQ TXeVWiRQ. HeUe befRUe RXU YeU\ e\eV iV Whe WRZQ, ViWXaWed RQ
Whe VXbXUbaQ RXWVkiUWV; iW iV iQ SieceV, fUagPeQWV, SaUWV, laid RXW
alRQgVide RQe aQRWheU. IQ WhiV fUagPeQWed ciW\, Whe RQl\ WhiQg WR be
dRQe iV WR Pake aQ iQYeQWRU\ Rf Whe elePeQWV Rf Whe ZhRle, beaUiQg
iQ PiQd WhaW VRPe SieceV Pa\ be PiVViQg heUe aQd WheUe, aQd WhaW
Whe bUeak-XS PighW haYe diVWRUWed WheP. The elePeQWV WhaW ZeUe
cRPbiQed iQWR a VWURQg XQiW\ b\ hiVWRUic WRZQV (a XQiW\ WhaW
fUagPeQWaWiRQ eliPiQaWeV, aQd Zhich cRQVeTXeQWl\ SRVeV a SURbleP)
aUe SeUceiYed iWeP b\ iWeP. ThXV, Whe acWiYiW\ Rf kQRZledge
SURceedV Yia Whe QegaWiYe! MRVW VSecialiVWV iQ XUbaQ TXeVWiRQV,
haSS\ ZiWh VXch a gRdVeQd, Pake dR ZiWh deVcUibiQg Whe fUagPeQWV;
Whe\ ɹQd Whe SRVW-PRUWeP aQal\ViV Rf Whe XUbaQ cRQdXcWed b\
cRQWePSRUaU\ SUacWice adeTXaWe. The\ UefeU WR ZhaW Whe\ cRllecW
ZiWh WeUPV WhaW VeeP WR cRQWaiQ iPSUeVViYe SRViWiYe kQRZledge:
hRXViQg cRQdiWiRQV, Whe bXilW eQYiURQPeQW, WhiQgV PiQeUal aQd
YegeWable, aPeQiWieV, aQd VR RQ. YeW WheVe WeUPV, faU fURP cRQWaiQiQg
kQRZledge Rf Whe XUbaQ, PeUel\ UefeU WR fXQcWiRQV VeSaUaWed b\ aQ
aQaWRPical RSeUaWiRQ, b\ VeSaUaWiRQ Rf Whe hiVWRUical elePeQWV Rf Whe
XUbaQ iQWR iQeUW eQWiWieV. BXW iW iV iQ WhiV frameZork ² a YeU\ SUeciVe
WeUP Zhich eQcaSVXlaWeV Whe UigidiW\ RU iQeUWia Rf Whe UeVXlW ² WhaW
Whe SeRSle Rf dail\ life haYe WR liYe.

ThRVe ZhR haYe QRW giYeQ XS RQ cUiWical aQal\ViV aQd WheRUeWical
WhiQkiQg kQRZ WhaW ZhaW Whe\ haYe befRUe WheP iV PeUel\ Whe
VSecWUe Rf Whe WRZQ. AQd WhiV iQ Whe dXal VeQVe Rf Whe FUeQch ZRUd
specWre: (a) aQ anal\sis cRPSaUable WR WhaW Rf ZhiWe lighW b\ Whe SUiVP



Zhich VSliWV iW XS, UeYealiQg ZhaW iV iQYRlYed iQ Whe aSSaUeQWl\
ViPSle claUiW\ Rf Whe VXQ RU lighW VRXUce; (b) a ghosW, RXWliYiQg ZhaW
ZaV RQce a YibUaQW XUbaQiW\ aQd iWV XQiW\.

AVVePbliQg aQd cRPbiQiQg WheVe VeSaUaWe elePeQWV dReV QRW
UeVWRUe Whe lRVW life Rf WRZQV. HeUe, WRR, le morW saisiW le Yif! Like Whe
hXPaQiW\ WR Zhich iW RʃeUV VhelWeU, Whe WRZQ iV alieQaWed. MRUeRYeU,
VSecWUal aQal\ViV iV QRW e[haXVWiYe; Whe RXWVkiUWV aQd VXbXUbV e[clXde
ceUWaiQ elePeQWV Zhich aUe iQdiVSeQVable WR Whe XUbaQ ² fRU
e[aPSle, Whe PePRU\ aQd V\PbRliVPV WhaW ZeUe RQce iQWegUaWed
iQWR PRQXPeQWV. AV iV Zell kQRZQ bXW fUeTXeQWl\ fRUgRWWeQ, aQ\
aQal\ViV UiVkV killiQg iWV RbjecW fRU Whe Vake Rf VeeiQg aQd kQRZiQg
ZhaW iW cRQWaiQV. AQ eʃecWiYe aQal\ViV Rf WRZQV iQ Whe Ueal ZRUld Rf
WheiU bUeak-XS PXVW QRZ be VXbjecWed WR a PeWhRd ZhRVe
ZaWchZRUd aQd SURcedXUe haYe alUead\ beeQ VeW dRZQ: ViWXaWiQg
aQd UeVWRUiQg. BXW VXch aQ aSSURach caQQRW be iQaXgXUaWed aQd
SXUVXed ZiWhRXW WakiQg accRXQW Rf Whe eYeU\da\ life Rf Whe UeleYaQW
SaUWieV: iQhabiWaQWV, ciW\ dZelleUV, ciWi]eQV RU, agaiQ, ¶XVeUV·. WhaW iV
RXWliQed iV a SURblePaWic. A QeZ RQe? NRW cRPSleWel\ QeZ, bXW RQe
WhaW iV UaUel\ aUWicXlaWed WR iWV fXll e[WeQW.

The SURblePaWic Rf WiPe aQd VSace faU e[ceedV Whe SUeVeQW
accRXQW. ReVeaUch aQd diVcRYeU\ fRllRZ a SaWh fXll Rf RbVWacleV aQd
SiWfallV. FRU e[aPSle, iW Pa\ be WhaW aQal\ViV ɹQdV iWVelf faced ZiWh
bliQdiQgl\ RbYiRXV facWV ² WhaW iV WR Va\, faced ZiWh Whe caXVeV Rf RU
UeaVRQV fRU ceUWaiQ RbVeUYable eʃecWV, caXVeV RU UeaVRQV WhaW haYe
QRWhiQg RccXlW abRXW WheP, eYeQ WhRXgh Whe\ Qeed WR be diVcRYeUed;
VR faPiliaU aUe Whe\ WhaW Whe\ ViPSl\ gR XQQRWiced. ThiV iV hRZ
WhiQgV SURceed iQ Whe VWXd\ Rf laQgXage, ZheUe eYeU\RQe XVeV fRUPV
aQd VWUXcWXUeV ZiWhRXW QeceVVaUil\ haYiQg a kQRZledge Rf WheP aV
VXch. LikeZiVe ZiWh Whe VWXd\ Rf eYeU\da\ life aQd Whe XUbaQ, ZheUe
ZhaW iV PRVW faPiliaU iV alVR Whe leaVW kQRZQ aQd Whe PRVW diɽcXlW
WR Pake RXW.

TiPe aV VXch iV iUUeYeUVible. IW iV iPSRVVible, iQcRQceiYable, WR gR
iQ UeYeUVe. CRPSleWe UeSeWiWiRQ Rf Whe SaVW caQ be dePaQded Rf Whe
diYiQiW\ b\ WhRVe ZhR belieYe iQ hiV RPQiSRWeQce (KieUkegaaUd). IW
caQ be cRQceiYed iQ Whe abVRlXWe, RQWRlRgicall\ aQd PeWaSh\Vicall\
(Whe eWeUQal UeWXUQ). ReUXQQiQg WiPe iV aQ iQiWiaWiYe XQdeUWakeQ b\



WhRXghW, Zhich UecRQVWUXcWV Whe SaVW Rf Whe iQdiYidXal, Whe gURXS RU
a SaUWicXlaU VRcieW\ ZiWh diɽcXlW\. IQaVPXch aV iW iV UeYeUVible,
VSace iV diVWiQgXiVhed fURP iUUeYeUVible WiPe, alWhRXgh VSace aQd
WiPe aUe iQWiPaWel\ cRQQecWed. BXW WiPe iV SURjecWed iQWR VSace
WhURXgh PeaVXUePeQW, b\ beiQg hRPRgeQi]ed, b\ aSSeaUiQg iQ
WhiQgV aQd SURdXcWV. The WiPe Rf dail\ life iV QRW RQl\ UeSUeVeQWed iQ
clRckV aQd ZaWcheV; iW iV alVR UeSUeVeQWed iQ ShRWRgUaShV aQd cXUiRV-
VRXYeQiUV. TheVe PePRU\-RbjecWV, WheVe SalSable, iPPediaWe WUaceV
Rf Whe SaVW, VeeP WR Va\ iQ dail\ life WhaW Whe SaVW iV QeYeU SaVW. NRW
e[SliciWl\ bXW iPSliciWl\, iW VigQiɹeV Whe UeYeUVibiliW\ Rf WiPe. IQ WhiV
fUacWXUed, fUagPeQWed WiPe, Ze caQ UeWXUQ WR Whe SaVW, ViQce iW iV
WheUe. MRUe VR WhaQ RWheUV, Whe kiWVch RbjecW SRVVeVVeV WheVe VWUaQge
SURSeUWieV: a bleQdiQg Rf PePRU\, UecRllecWiRQ, Whe iPagiQaU\, Whe
Ueal. The illXViRQ Rf UeYeUVibiliW\ giYeV eYeU\da\ WiPe aQ aiU Zhich
PighW be WakeQ fRU haSSiQeVV, aQd dReV iQdeed SRVVeVV a ceUWaiQ
haSS\ ² RU, aW leaVW, VaWiVɹed ² aiU. IV iW QRW SleaVaQW WR eVcaSe WiPe,
WR bUeak RXW Rf WiPe ² QRW iQWR Whe WiPeleVVQeVV Rf Whe gUeaW oeXYre,
bXW ZiWhiQ WePSRUaliW\ iWVelf? BXW RQe Rf Whe cRQVeTXeQceV iV Whe
eliPiQaWiRQ Rf WUaged\ aQd deaWh. PeRSle VRPeWiPeV aVk hRZ aQd
Zh\ WhiV WUagic age lackV a WUagic cRQVciRXVQeVV, Zh\ iW eliPiQaWeV
Whe WUagic kQRZledge aURXQd Zhich WhiQkiQg UeYRlYeV. HeUe iV a
SaUWial aQVZeU: Whe aSSeaUaQce aQd illXViRQ Rf Whe UeYeUVibiliW\ Rf
eYeU\da\ WiPe, UeSUeVeQWed b\ RbjecWV WhaW SRVVeVV WhiV PeaQiQg aQd
WhiV SUiYilege. EliPiQaWiQg Whe WUagic iV SaUW Rf Whe WUaged\ Rf Whe
age. ThiV eliPiQaWiRQ dReV QRW gR be\RQd aSSeaUaQceV. UQdeU Whe
PaVTXeUade Rf kiWVch, Whe WUagic fRllRZV iWV cRXUVe. If RbjecWV fRUP a
V\VWeP ² VRPeWhiQg Ze caQ acceSW iQ Whe caVe Rf fXQcWiRQal RbjecWV,
VXch aV XWeQVilV aQd fXUQiWXUe ² iWV PeaQiQg iV WR be fRXQd QRW iQ
ZhaW iW declaUeV, bXW iQ ZhaW iW diVViPXlaWeV, Zhich e[WeQdV fURP Whe
WUagic WR Whe PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ Yia Whe PalaiVe Rf dail\ life. The
SURdXcWiRQ Rf dail\ life, Zhich iV RSSRVed WR dail\ life aV oeXYre, WhXV
iQclXdeV Whe SURdXcWiRQ Rf eYeU\da\ VSace aQd WiPe, aV Zell aV Whe
RbjecWV WhaW ɹll XS Whe eYeU\da\, Whe PaVV Rf RbjecWV iQWeQded WR ɹll
WiPe aQd VSace. ThiV PaVV iV likeZiVe ViPXlWaQeRXVl\ hRPRgeQeRXV
aQd fUagPeQWed, aQd hieUaUchicall\ RUgaQi]ed. RegaUdiQg WhiV
VchePa ² ¶hRPRgeQeiW\²fUagPeQWaWiRQ²hieUaUchi]aWiRQ· ² Whe PaiQ



SRiQW haV beeQ Pade. SiQce WhiV RUgaQi]aWiRQal VchePa ZaV
diVcRYeUed iQ cRQQecWiRQ ZiWh VSace, WheUe iV QR SRiQW UeWXUQiQg WR
iW. B\ PeaQV Rf VXch RUgaQi]aWiRQal fRUPV, RSeUaWiQg iQ YaUiRXV
VecWRUV aQd dRPaiQV, aQd eYeQ WhRXgh WheVe fRUPV aQd VchePaV dR
QRW cRUUeVSRQd WR aQ\ deWeUPiQaWe iQVWiWXWiRQ, dail\ life ɹQdV iWVelf
iQVWiWXWed. SWUaWeg\? YeV aQd QR. NR, becaXVe Whe UeVXlW iV RbWaiQed
iQ accRUdaQce ZiWh Whe RbjecWiYe, aQd heQce ¶XQcRQVciRXV·,
PRdaliWieV Rf Whe PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ. BXW \eV, becaXVe Whe
RUieQWaWiRQ giYeV UiVe WR PXlWiSle WacWical RSeUaWiRQV diUecWed
WRZaUdV aQ RYeUall UeVXlW.

SRcial VSace (like WheaWUical, SicWRUial RU aUchiWecWXUal VSace) caQ
QR lRQgeU VeeP like Whe diVcRYeU\ Rf a SUe-e[iVWeQW, ¶Ueal· e[WeUQal
VSace, aQ\ PRUe WhaQ iW caQ VeeP like Whe cRYeUiQg RYeU Rf a QaWXUal
VSace b\ aQ ¶aXWheQWic· PeQWal VSace. TheVe ShilRVRShical VchePaV
aUe QR lRQgeU adPiVVible. SRcial VSace PaQifeVWV iWVelf aV Whe
Ueali]aWiRQ Rf a geQeUal SUacWical VchePa. AV a SURdXcW, iW iV Pade iQ
accRUdaQce ZiWh aQ RSeUaWiQg iQVWUXPeQW iQ Whe haQdV Rf a gURXS Rf
e[SeUWV, WechQRcUaWV ZhR aUe WhePVelYeV UeSUeVeQWaWiYe Rf SaUWicXlaU
iQWeUeVWV bXW aW Whe VaPe WiPe Rf a PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ, cRQceiYed
QRW aV a cRPSleWed UealiW\ RU aQ abVWUacW WRWaliW\, bXW aV a VeW Rf
SRVVibiliWieV iQ Whe SURceVV Rf beiQg Ueali]ed. ThiV WheRU\ accRXQWV
bRWh fRU Whe VSeciɹciW\ Rf Whe RUgaQi]aWiRQal VchePa (hRPRgeQeiW\²
diYiViRQ²hieUaUchi]aWiRQ), aQd fRU iWV hiVWRUical aSSeaUaQce aW a
giYeQ PRPeQW iQ Whe eYRlXWiRQ Rf Whe PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ. AW WhiV
PRPeQW, a UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ Rf VSace ² Zhich iV b\ QR PeaQV iQQRceQW,
ViQce iW iQYRlYeV aQd cRQWaiQV a VWUaWeg\ ² iV SaVVed Rʃ aV
diViQWeUeVWed SRViWiYe kQRZledge. IW iV SURjecWed RbjecWiYel\; iW iV
eʃecWed PaWeUiall\, WhURXgh SUacWical PeaQV. TheUe iV WhXV QR Ueal
VSace RU aXWheQWic VSace, RQl\ VSaceV SURdXced iQ accRUdaQce ZiWh
ceUWaiQ VchePaV deYelRSed b\ VRPe SaUWicXlaU gURXS ZiWhiQ Whe
geQeUal fUaPeZRUk Rf a VRcieW\ (WhaW iV WR Va\, a PRde Rf
SURdXcWiRQ). ThiV WheRU\ alVR accRXQWV fRU Whe cRUUeVSRQdeQce
beWZeeQ Whe YaUiRXV VSaceV: Whe geQeUal VSace Rf VRcieW\,
aUchiWecWXUal VSace, eYeU\da\ VSace, Whe VSace Rf WUaQVSRUW aV Zell aV
WhaW Rf fXUQiVhiQg, aQd VR RQ.



The VSliQWeUiQg Rf WiPe aQd VSace iQ geQeUal hRPRgeQeiW\, aQd Whe
cUXVhiQg Rf QaWXUal Uh\WhPV aQd c\cleV b\ liQeaUiW\, haYe
cRQVeTXeQceV aW RWheU leYelV. ThiV VWaWe Rf aʃaiUV cUeaWeV a Qeed fRU
Uh\WhPV. The iPSRViWiRQ Rf dail\ life aV Ze haYe deɹQed iW WhXV gReV
WRgeWheU ZiWh Uh\WhPical iQQRYaWiRQV iQ PXVic aQd daQce,
iQQRYaWiRQV WhaW acceQWXaWe Uh\WhP aQd UeVWRUe iW WR dail\ life. IV iW
aQ\ cRiQcideQce WhaW Whe iQVWiWXWiRQ Rf WhiV eYeU\da\QeVV gReV
WRgeWheU ZiWh Whe eQRUPRXV VXcceVV Rf e[RWic RU ecVWaWic Uh\WhPV,
ZiWh Whe iQcUeaViQg URle Rf PXVic iQ VRcial life, ZiWh Whe VeaUch fRU
¶highV· aQd Whe e[WUaRUdiQaU\, iQ a WUaQVgUeVViRQ Rf all UXleV
e[WeQdiQg eYeQ WR deaWh WUaQceV? The feVWiYal, Zhich iQ RWheU
UeVSecWV haV beeQ UecXSeUaWed aQd cRPPeUciali]ed, iV UeVWRUed,
WRgeWheU ZiWh feaWXUeV WhaW had beeQ dRQe aZa\ ZiWh: UXSWXUe,
WUaQVgUeVViRQ, ecVWaV\. IQ WhiV Za\, dail\ life leadV WR UeWaliaWiRQ;
becaXVe iW iV becRPiQg QRUPal, UXSWXUe WakeV abQRUPal, eYeQ
PRUbid, fRUPV. We VhRXld QRW be aVWRQiVhed aW WhiV, leW alRQe Za[
iQdigQaQW RYeU iW. APRQg Whe GUeekV, Whe DiRQ\ViaQ did QRW VXbPiW
WR Whe SXUe idea Rf beaXW\. The BacchaQWeV, URaPiQg WhURXgh Whe
cRXQWU\Vide, \elliQg, diabRlical, WeaUiQg Whe liYiQg beiQgV Whe\ caPe
acURVV WR SieceV, ZeUe QRW Rbliged WR be ¶beaXWifXl·. EYeQ WheQ, iW ZaV
QRW a PaWWeU Rf a UXSWXUe ZiWh dail\ life, bXW a UeWXUQ WR cRVPic
fRUceV¬«

IQ aQd WhURXgh PXVic aQd daQce, WiPe becRPeV iUUeYeUVible RQce
agaiQ. The feVWiYal XQfRldV RQce PRUe, headed WRZaUdV iWV eQd,
cRQVXPiQg ZhaW iW dUaZV iWV VXbVWaQce fURP: eQeUg\, deViUe,
YiRleQce. AW Whe heaUW Rf eYeU\da\ SRViWiYiW\, Whe QegaWiYe VSUiQgV XS
iQ all iWV fRUce.

6 Information Technology and Daily Life

FRU a lRQg WiPe, WechQRlRgical iQQRYaWiRQV iQ Whe dRPaiQ Rf
iQfRUPaWiRQ (c\beUQeWicV) ZeUe SUiQciSall\ aSSlied WR adPiQiVWUaWiRQ
(adPiQiVWUaWiYe iQfRUPaWiRQ SURceVViQg). MRUe UeceQWl\, QeZ
WechQical SURgUeVV aQd QeZ ecRQRPic SURceVVeV haYe eQabled ² RU,
UaWheU, dicWaWed ² WheiU aSSlicaWiRQ WR SURdXcWiRQ. MRUe SUeciVel\,



Whe WZR aSSlicaWiRQV aUe diVWiQcW aQd cRPSlePeQWaU\. OQ Whe RQe
haQd, Whe SURceVVeV Rf SURdXcWiYe labRXU haYe chaQged, calliQg iQWR
TXeVWiRQ Whe Rld diYiViRQV Rf labRXU. OQ Whe RWheU haQd, cRPSXWeU
VcieQWiVWV SURclaiP Whe geQeUali]aWiRQ Rf WheiU WheRUeWical aQd
SUacWical kQRZledge WR VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle. IQ cRQWUaVW WR Whe
SeVViPiVP aQd QihiliVP, Whe aSRcal\SWic SURSheV\iQg WhaW ZaV VWill
SUedRPiQaQW aPRQg Whe iQWelligeQWVia RQl\ a liWWle Zhile agR, Whe
RSWiPiVWic SURShecieV Rf WechQiciaQV aQd Rɽcial ciUcleV haYe iQYaded
Whe Pedia aQd SXbliVhiQg.

ThiV PeUiWV YeU\ VeUiRXV cRQVideUaWiRQ. CRPSXWeU VcieQce aQd
WelePaWicV aUe ceUWaiQl\ gRiQg WR alWeU VRcial e[iVWeQce. The\ haYe
alUead\ begXQ WR dR VR. CRPPXQicaWiRQ haV beeQ aQ iPSRUWaQW ²
SRVVibl\ eVVeQWial ² SheQRPeQRQ iQ VRcial SUacWice ViQce Whe
begiQQiQg Rf hiVWRU\ aQd SUehiVWRU\. Will cRPSXWeU VcieQce, ZiWh iWV
UeSeUcXVViRQV aQd UelaWed diVciSliQeV, gR VR faU aV WR WUaQVfRUP
eYeU\da\ life? TR WUaQVfRUP Whe VRcial UelaWiRQV Rf SURdXcWiRQ,
UeSURdXcWiRQ aQd dRPiQaWiRQ? ThaW iV Whe iVVXe.

IW iV all Whe PRUe VigQiɹcaQW aQd iQWeUeVWiQg iQ WhaW Whe QeZ
WechQRlRgieV haYe aUUiYed RQ WiPe, if Ze Pa\ SXW iW like WhaW, iQ a
kiQd Rf SleRQaVP. GUafWiQg WhePVelYeV RQ WR iW, Whe\ e[WeQd Whe
SURceVV Rf ¶fRUPali]aWiRQ Rf dail\ life· UefeUUed WR abRYe. The
iQcUeaViQg SUedRPiQaQce Rf Whe abVWUacW²cRQcUeWe haV alUead\ beeQ
aQal\Ved iQ iWV bURad RXWliQe, ZiWhRXW e[haXVWiQg Whe WhePe (faU
fURP iW). The abVWUacW²cRQcUeWe UeigQV iQ dail\ life, iQ Slace Rf Whe
concreWe (Whe hXPaQ: each RbjecW aQd geVWXUe haYiQg a PeaQiQg
becaXVe Whe\ aUe SUacWicall\ bRXQd XS ZiWh a ciYili]aWiRQ) aQd Whe
absWracW (RSSRVed WR Whe cRQcUeWe aQd diVWiQcW iQ Whe iPagiQaU\ aV
Zell aV ideRlRg\). HRZ iV WhiV diVSlacePeQW WR be chaUacWeUi]ed? We
haYe VeeQ hRZ: b\ Whe ZRUld Rf e[chaQge aQd cRPPRdiWieV; b\
legaliW\ aQd Whe iPSRUWaQce Rf iPSeUVRQal, VRYeUeigQ LaZ; b\ Whe
YalXe aWWUibXWed WR laQgXage aQd, PRUe geQeUall\, WR VigQV. TheVe
SUiRUiWieV haYe beeQ Ueadil\ UecRgQi]ed b\ SRViWiYe kQRZledge, ViQce
iW UecRgQi]eV iWV RZQ iQVWUXPeQWV iQ WheP. EYeQ VR, WhiV UecRgQiWiRQ
haV giYeQ UiVe WR iQWeUSUeWaWiRQV aQd VXSeUɻXRXV cRPPeQWaU\, ZiWh
all VRcial acWV, iQclXdiQg bX\iQg aQd cRQVXPiQg, beiQg cRQVWUXed aV
Whe ¶eʃecWV Rf VigQV·. ThiV YaVW SURceVV cUeaWeV Whe cRQdiWiRQV Rf



SRVVibiliW\ fRU a PaVViYe XVe Rf QeZ WechQRlRgieV. SXSSRUWeUV Rf
WheVe WechQRlRgieV, WheiU WheRUeWiciaQV ² RU, UaWheU, WheiU aSRlRgiVWV ²
gR VR faU aV WR claiP WhaW Whe\ Zill cRQVWiWXWe a QeZ mode of
prodXcWion ² Whe RQe UeYRlXWiRQaUieV dUeaPW Rf, bXW WR be XVheUed iQ
b\ a SeacefXl, VileQW UeYRlXWiRQ. EVVeQWiall\, WhiV PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ
ZRXld cRQViVW iQ Whe SURdXcWiRQ Rf iPPaWeUial gRRdV, VXSSlaQWiQg
Whe SURdXcWiRQ Rf PaWeUial SURdXcWV, aV Zell aV Whe eYeU PRUe
cRPSleWe SUedRPiQaQce Rf VeUYiceV RYeU RWheU acWiYiWieV.

SigQ eʃecWV? NRZ iV Whe WiPe WR gUaVS WheP, deɹQe WheP aQd
aSSUeciaWe WheiU VigQiɹcaQce aV Zell aV WheiU liPiWV. CRQWUaU\ WR JeaQ
BaXdUillaUd, Whe SRiQW aW Zhich Whe VRcial VigQiɹcaWiRQ Rf RbjecWV
eQWeUed iQWR WheiU eYalXaWiRQ ² WhaW iV WR Va\, e[chaQge-YalXe ² ZaV
QRW Whe aSSURSUiaWe PRPeQW fRU a deɹQiWiRQ aQd cRQclXViRQ.5 ThaW
ZaV RQl\ RQe PRPeQW, RQe eSiVRde iQ a laUgeU, RQgRiQg SURceVV.
SRPe WheRUi]aWiRQV chaUacWeUiVWicall\ e[WUaSRlaWe fURP a UealiW\.
The\ SXVh Whe WeQdeQc\ iQheUeQW iQ WhiV UealiW\ aV faU aV iW Zill gR;
WhiV PakeV WheP ZRUWh\ Rf QRWe bXW, aW Whe VaPe WiPe PaUkV aQd
daWeV WheP. IQ WhiV faVhiRQ, Ze eaVil\ eQd XS ZiWh a Uadical cUiWiTXe,
bXW VXch a UadicaliVP iV abVXUd. WeUe each VRcial acW WR UeVSRQd WR
VigQ eʃecWV, iW ZRXld VaQcWiRQ all Whe VRcial UelaWiRQV cRQdXciYe WR
WhiV eʃecW. The VeePiQgl\ PRVW iQVigQiɹcaQW RbjecWV ZRXld be Whe
PRVW acWiYe PediaWRUV. TR eaW a Siece Rf bUead ZRXld be WR
cRPPXQe ZiWh all Whe labRXU aQd all Whe cRQdiWiRQV Rf labRXU WhaW
ZeQW iQWR Whe SURdXcWiRQ Rf WhiV fRRdVWXʃ. HeQce WR acceSW WheP.
SXch a WheViV iV WrXe, RU aW leaVW cRUUecW, bXW iW RQl\ VeUYeV WR
dePRQVWUaWe XQeTXiYRcall\ hRZ a ceUWaiQ TXeVW fRU WUXWh caQ UeVXlW
iQ abVXUdiW\. MiUURU eʃecWV! LaQgXage eʃecWV! SigQ eʃecWV! SR PaQ\
eʃecWV WhaW aUe e[SlRiWed ZiWhRXW VeaUchiQg fRU Whe Ueal cRQdiWiRQV Rf
eʃecWV WhaW aUe ViPXlWaQeRXVl\ bRWh Ueal aQd XQUeal. TheVe
cRQdiWiRQV aUe diVcRYeUed iQ Whe SURceVV WhaW WeQdV WRZaUdV Whe
abVWUacW²cRQcUeWe. ThiV SURceVV QeYeU e[WeQdV aV faU aV SXUe
abVWUacWiRQ, Zhich ZRXld be eTXiYaleQW WR a YacXXP aQd
QRWhiQgQeVV. IW nearl\ geWV WheUe. BXW jXVW aV iW iV abRXW WR Ueach WhiV
e[WUePe, Whe SURceVV iV, aV iW ZeUe, SXW iQWR UeYeUVe, UeiQcaUQaWed RU
UeiQcRUSRUaWed b\ dail\ life. SiPilaUl\, aW Whe RWheU e[WUePe, iW
caQQRW YaQiVh iQWR Whe VXbVWaQWialiW\ Rf Whe cRQcUeWe aQd Whe Ueal; iW



iV UeWXUQed WR abVWUacWiRQ. Ma\ Ze QRW Va\ Whe VaPe WR aSRlRgiVWV fRU
iQfRUPaWiRQ WechQRlRg\? NeYeUWheleVV, iW iV ceUWaiQl\ WUXe WhaW Whe
adYeQW Rf cRPSXWeU VcieQce, Zhich iV VZeeSiQg aVide ceUWaiQ eaUlieU
ideRlRgieV, SRVeV QeZ SURblePV WhaW aUe SlaQeWaU\ iQ VcRSe. MXVW Ze
chRRVe beWZeeQ Whe WeUPV Rf Whe alWeUQaWiYe: cRPSXWeUi]aWiRQ Rf
VRcieW\ (fURP abRYe), RU VRciali]aWiRQ Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ WechQRlRg\
(fURP belRZ)? CaQ WhiV cRQWUadicWiRQ be UeVRlYed?

A QeZ ideRlRg\ iV lRRPiQg RQ Whe hRUi]RQ, Zhich iV QR leVV
diVWXUbiQg WhaQ WhRVe WhaW diVcRYeUed a SUeWe[W, a SURYeQaQce, RU a
SRiQW Rf iPSacW iQ XVe aQd e[chaQge, Whe WZR PRdaliWieV Rf YalXe. A
We[W WhaW PighW alUead\ VeeP diVWaQW, bXW QeYeUWheleVV VWaQdV RXW ²
Whe NRUa²MiQc ReSRUW (1978) ² ZaV SUeVeQWed aV VWUicWl\ RbjecWiYe
aQd VcieQWiɹc. IW cRQWaiQed SRliWical VXggeVWiRQV aQd ZaUQiQgV,
Zhich ZeUe fRUPXlaWed aQd jXVWiɹed. IW VigQalled YaUiRXV daQgeUV:
Whe URle Rf glRbal eQWeUSUiVeV like IBM; bUXWal VWaWe iQWeUYeQWiRQ iQ
iQfRUPaWiRQ. AW Whe VaPe WiPe, WhiV We[W RʃeUed a PRdel Rf VRcieW\.
TechQRcUaWic XWRSia? SRciRlRgical fRUecaVW? BRWh. AccRUdiQg WR WhiV
SeUVSecWiYe RU SURVSecWXV, Whe iQfRUPaWiRQ VRcieW\ ZaV iQeYiWabl\
gRiQg WR be diYided iQWR WhUee leYelV RU VecWRUV: (a) Whe kiQgl\, WhaW iV
WR Va\, VRYeUeigQ (UR\al) SRZeUV ² WhRVe Rf Whe VWaWe aQd Whe head Rf
VWaWe ² cRQWURlliQg iQfRUPaWiRQ, bXW alVR Whe eQeUg\ aV Zell aV Whe
fRUeigQ aʃaiUV Rf Whe cRXQWU\, aQd heQce UelaWiRQV ZiWh glRbal
eQWeUSUiVeV aQd Whe PaUkeW; (b) Whe cRPPXQiW\ VecWRU,
UecRQVWUXcWiQg gURXS e[iVWeQce, aQd heQce Whe VRcial, Zhich had
beeQ RbliWeUaWed aQd RYeUZhelPed b\ Whe lRQg SUedRPiQaQce Rf aQ
ecRQRP\ SURdXciQg PaWeUial gRRdV, aV Zell aV b\ abXVeV Rf VWaWe
SRZeU; aQd (c) Whe cRPSeWiWiYe VecWRU RU leYel, giYeQ RYeU WR
cRPSeWiWiRQ beWZeeQ iQdiYidXalV, eQabliQg WheiU VelecWiRQ iQ a
cRQVWaQW VWUXggle fRU SlaceV aQd SRVWV iQ Whe hieUaUch\.

All iQ all, WhiV UeSRUW SURSRVed a WUiadic RU WeUQaU\ (WhUee-leYel)
PRdel Rf VRcieW\, ZheUeaV RWheU aXWhRUV (AQdUp GRU], eWc.) Pade dR
ZiWh a bi-SaUWiWe diYiViRQ (Whe dXal VRcieW\). UQZiWWiQgl\, Whe aXWhRUV
Rf WheVe YaUiRXV We[WV iQWURdXced Whe ¶hRPRgeQeiW\²fUagPeQWaWiRQ²
hieUaUch\· VchePa iQWR WheiU cRQceSWiRQ Rf WhiQgV, Zhile
VSRQWaQeRXVl\ WU\iQg WR liPiW iWV daPage. FRU RWheU aXWhRUV,
iQfRUPaWiRQ WechQRlRg\ Zill lead WR a VRUW Rf cXlWXUal UeYRlXWiRQ,



UaWheU WhaQ a SRliWical aQd VRcial PXWaWiRQ. SRPe gR VR faU aV WR
claiP WhaW Whe VWaWe Zill acceSW QRW beiQg Whe e[clXViYe RU dRPiQaQW
acWRU iQ Whe VRcial gaPe, ZiWhdUaZiQg iQ faYRXU Rf RWheU, Zell-
iQfRUPed acWRUV; aQd, iQ WhiV faVhiRQ, Zill eYeQ ZiWheU aZa\. TheVe
PRdelV aUe baVed RQ Whe h\SRWheViV Rf a VRcieW\ cRQVWUXcWed
e[clXViYel\ RQ Whe baViV Rf SRViWiYe kQRZledge, WheUeZiWh iPSl\iQg
Whe deaWh Rf liYed e[SeUieQce, RU aW leaVW iWV UedXcWiRQ WR Whe VigQ
eʃecWV Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ WechQRlRg\.

We PXVW WheUefRUe e[aPiQe WheVe WheRUieV clRVel\, aQd diVcRYeU
ZheWheU iW iV SRVVible WR eQd XS iQ Whe WRWal adPiQiVWUaWiRQ Rf dail\
life WhURXgh Whe WRWali]iQg acWiRQ Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ WechQRlRg\; Whe
WRWal WUaQVSaUeQc\ Rf Whe eQWiUe VRcieW\ ZiWh Whe eQd Rf RSaciW\ iQ
liYed e[SeUieQce; Whe UedXcWiRQ Rf Whe acWiYiW\ Rf kQRZiQg WR
iQfRUPaWiRQ WechQRlRg\; aQd VR RQ.

(a) AgainsW XniWar\ Wheor\

WiWh iQfRUPaWiRQ WechQRlRg\, PXVW Ze QRW YeU\ cleaUl\ diVWiQgXiVh
Whe VcieQWiɹc WheRU\ ɹUVW Rf all, Whe WechQRlRgical aSSlicaWiRQV Qe[W,
aQd ɹQall\ Whe PaUkeWiQg Rf aSSliaQceV, WheiU eQWU\ iQWR VRcial
SUacWice aQd WheiU iQWURdXcWiRQ iQWR eYeU\da\ life?

ScieQWiɹcall\, iQfRUPaWiRQ iV a TXaQWiW\. IW iV PeaVXUed. IW iV
deɹQed b\ a cosW: hRZ PaQ\ VigQV PXVW be XVed WR WUaQVPiW a
PeVVage RU a VeUieV Rf PeVVageV? HRZ PaQ\ RSeUaWiRQV aUe UeTXiUed
WR diVcRYeU iQ a PaVV Rf RbjecWV Whe RQe cRUUeVSRQdiQg WR ceUWaiQ
feaWXUeV WhaW haYe beeQ ideQWiɹed iQ adYaQce? AQd VR RQ. ThiV
\ieldV a SURbabiliW\ aQd caQ be e[SUeVVed b\ a lRgaUiWhPic fXQcWiRQ:
H (XQiW Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ, Whe HaUWle\) = ω Si LRg 21/Si, ZheUe Si
UefeUV WR a SURbabiliW\ Rf RccXUUeQce, WhaW Rf aQ RUdeU Rf VigQV WR Whe
QWh PeVVage. The TXaQWiW\ H iV caQcelled iQ a ɹUVW bRUdeUliQe caVe,
ZheUe all Whe PeVVageV aUe kQRZQ iQ adYaQce aQd aUe UeSeaWed
SXUel\ aQd ViPSl\. TheQ UedXQdaQc\, Whe iQYeUVe Rf H (1/H), iV
iQɹQiWe. ThiV VaPe TXaQWiW\ ² iQfRUPaWiRQ ² iV Pa[iPal ZheQ WheUe
e[iVW n PeVVageV WhaW aUe cRPSleWel\ diʃeUeQW aQd, iQ addiWiRQ,
eTXall\ SURbable (H = LRg N). TheQ UedXQdaQc\ iV PiQiPal.



FiUVW cRPPeQW: iQ Whe caVe Rf PajRU UedXQdaQc\, WheUe iV SeUfecW
iQWelligibiliW\. IW haV alUead\ beeQ QRWed WhaW iQfRUPaWiRQ WheRU\
dePRQVWUaWeV Whe ideQWiW\ Rf Whe iQWelligible aQd Whe UedXQdaQW. ThiV
iV Rf Whe XWPRVW iPSRUWaQce fRU XQdeUVWaQdiQg dail\ life aQd Whe URle
Rf UeSeWiWiRQ iQ Whe VeePiQg claUiW\ Rf Whe eYeU\da\. RedXQdaQc\
eliPiQaWeV Whe QRiVe Pi[ed XS iQ Whe PeVVage; aV fRU iQfRUPaWiRQ, iW
iQYRlYeV VXUSUiVe, aQd heQce diVRUdeU. NR diʃeUeQceV ZRXld aPRXQW
WR dXllQeVV. B\ cRQWUaVW, e[ceVViYe diʃeUeQce killV PeaQiQg b\
SUeYeQWiQg XQdeUVWaQdiQg ² WhaW iV WR Va\, decRdiQg. YeW cRPSleWe
aSSlicaWiRQ Rf a cRde iQYRlYeV UeSeWiWiRQ iQ SeUfecW iQWelligibiliW\
aQd, cRQVeTXeQWl\, XWWeU PRQRWRQ\.

A VecRQd, QR leVV iPSRUWaQW cRPPeQW: Whe PaWhePaWical fRUPXla
abRYe cRUUeVSRQdV WR WhaW Rf eQeUg\ aQd iWV diVViSaWiRQ ² WhaW iV WR
Va\, WR Whe WheRU\ Rf eQWURS\. IQfRUPaWiRQ WheRU\ deYelRSed aV
WheUPRd\QaPicV. SiQce iQfRUPaWiRQ cRPSUiVeV a diVRUdeU WhaW
iQYRlYeV a ceUWaiQ RUdeU, a diVViSaWiRQ (lRVV) Rf iQfRUPaWiRQal eQeUg\
RccXUV WhURXgh iQcUeaVed eQWURS\. ThiV VeePV WR VXPPRQ XS a
¶QegaWiYe eQWURS\· ² WhaW iV WR Va\, iQVWaQWV iQ Zhich eQeUg\ iV
UeYiYed aQd SRVVibiliWieV VSUiQg XS ² agaiQVW Whe WeQdeQc\ WR
diPiQXWiRQ. We gliPSVe a dialecWic Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ WechQRlRg\ WhaW
eQYelRSV iWV logic ² WhaW iV WR Va\, ideQWiW\, Whe UeSeWiWiYe, Whe
UedXQdaQW, Whe iQWelligible ² b\ VXbjecWiQg iW WR Whe claVh beWZeeQ
RUdeU aQd diVRUdeU. ThiV aVSecW VeePV WR haYe eVcaSed Whe
ideRlRgXeV ZhR gUafW WheiU iQWeUSUeWaWiRQV RQ WR VcieQWiɹc WheRU\ aQd
lRgic alRQe. ETXall\, Ze caWch VighW Rf a SaUadR[ Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ
ideRlRg\: baViQg a VRcial RUdeU, aQd cRQVWUXcWiQg a cRheUeQW PRdel,
RQ a WheRU\ WhaW iV iQ facW a WheRU\ Rf diVRUdeU. AccRUdiQg WR Whe
SURSRVed PRdelV, ZheQce deUiYe Whe VRXUceV Rf Whe diVRUdeU ZiWhRXW
Zhich iQfRUPaWiRQ WechQRlRg\ caQQRW RSeUaWe, albeiW ZiWh a UiVk Rf
diVViSaWiRQ?

The WheRU\ haV QR UighW WR ZaQW aQd claiP WR be XQiWaU\ ² WhaW iV
WR Va\, WR cRYeU Whe ZhRle ɹeld Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ, SUacWice iQclXded. IQ
Whe WUaQViWiRQ fURP PaWhePaWical WheRU\ WR WechQRlRgieV, Ze haYe a
ɹUVW diVcRQWiQXiW\. TechQRlRgical aSSlicaWiRQ UeTXiUeV Whe
cRQVWUXcWiRQ Rf aSSaUaWXVeV, VRPe Rf WheP PaWeUial (chaQQelV,
WUaQVPiWWeUV, UeceiYeUV), RWheUV abVWUacW (cRQYeQWiRQV, cRdeV aQd



decRdeV, V\VWePV). SRfWZaUe iV diVWiQcW fURP haUdZaUe. IQ Whe
WUaQViWiRQ fURP WechQRlRgical deYelRSPeQW WR VRcial XVe, WR Whe
SURdXcWiRQ aQd PaUkeWiQg Rf haUdZaUe, Ze haYe a fXUWheU
diVcRQWiQXiW\.

The SUeVV, ZheWheU VSecialiVW RU QRW, haV fRU VRPe \eaUV QRZ beeQ
fXll Rf deVcUiSWiRQV Rf WechQical iQQRYaWiRQV: PicURSURceVVRUV, RSWical
ɹbUeV, QeWZRUkV, aQd VR RQ. CRQVeTXeQWl\, iW iV SRiQWleVV WR dZell aW
leQgWh RQ eTXiSPeQW aQd WechQiTXeV. IW iV VXɽcieQW WR diVWiQgXiVh
beWZeeQ WhUee leYelV: VcieQce, ZiWh aQ iPSliciW RU e[SliciW lRgic;
WechQRlRgical aSSlicaWiRQV ² WhaW iV WR Va\, haUdZaUe; aQd VRcial
SUacWice iQ iWV YaUiRXV fRUPV ² Whe WUeaWPeQW Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ, VRfWZaUe
aQd iWV e[WeQViRQV ² Zhich VeWV RXW a diʃeUeQW SURblePaWic. AQ\
WheRU\ WhaW eliPiQaWeV WheVe diVcRQWiQXiWieV becRPeV ideRlRg\.
MRUeRYeU, WheUe iV QR TXeVWiRQ Rf VRPe abVRlXWe VeSaUaWiRQ VhieldiQg
SUacWice fURP ceUWaiQ iPSlicaWiRQV Rf Whe WheRU\ ² iQ SaUWicXlaU, Whe
eQWURS\ Rf iQfRUPaWiRQal eQeUg\ aQd Whe diVViSaWiRQ Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ.
AV fRU Whe e[WeQViRQ Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ WheRU\ WR RWheU dRPaiQV (QRWabl\
biRlRg\), Whe VaPe cRPPeQWV aSSl\. A WheRU\ baVed RQ iQfRUPaWiRQ
WhaW aiPV WR be geQeUal, RQ Whe PRdel Rf claVVical ShilRVRShieV,
bliWhel\ cURVVeV fURQWieUV aQd bRUdeUV WhaW aUe iQ facW cleaUl\ PaUked
RXW. IW Pa\ be bUilliaQW, bXW aQ\ VXch eQdeaYRXU iV bRXQd WR PiVɹUe.

(b) InformaWion is a prodXcW

ThiV SURdXcW deUiYeV fURP a deWeUPiQaWe SURdXcWiYe acWiYiW\, ZhRVe
UeVXlW iV cRQVXPed aQd diVaSSeaUV iQ Whe acW Rf cRQVXPSWiRQ. The
TXeVWiRQ: ¶DReV VXch a SURdXcW abRliVh Whe diʃeUeQce beWZeeQ XVe-
YalXe aQd e[chaQge-YalXe? DReV iW iQaXgXUaWe Whe UeigQ Rf e[chaQge
iQ Whe SXUe VWaWe, ZiWhRXW aQ\ PaWeUial PRYePeQW? OU, RQ Whe
cRQWUaU\, dReV iW Ue-eVWabliVh XVe-YalXe?· ² WhiV TXeVWiRQ SRVeV Whe
iVVXe Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ aV a cRPPRdiW\ WhaW iV bRXghW aQd VRld. BefRUe
Ze e[aPiQe iW, WheUe iV aQRWheU TXeVWiRQ. The cRQfXViRQ beWZeeQ
SURdXceU aQd cUeaWRU, beWZeeQ cUeaWiRQ aQd SURdXcWiRQ, haV alUead\
eQWailed PaQ\ illXViRQV aQd dRQe a gUeaW deal Rf haUP, eVSeciall\ iQ
Whe dRPaiQV Rf aUW aQd aeVWheWicV. SRPe SeRSle UegaUd Whe



SURdXcWiRQ Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ aV cUeaWiRQ, cRQfeUUiQg RQ iW a SUiYilege
WhaW iV QRW ZaUUaQWed b\ cUiWical aQal\ViV.

HiVWRUicall\, cRPPXQicaWiRQ iQ geQeUal aQd iQfRUPaWiRQ iQ
SaUWicXlaU SRVVeVVed aQ XQdeQiable cUeaWiYe caSaciW\. BRld
QaYigaWRUV, e[SlRUeUV, diVcRYeUeUV, iQclXdiQg SlXQdeUeUV aQd SiUaWeV,
eVWabliVhed cRQQecWiRQV beWZeeQ SlaceV aQd SeRSleV WhaW ZeUe
RbliYiRXV Rf RQe aQRWheU·V e[iVWeQce. The\ did QRW ¶WUaQVfRUP· Whe
ZRUld; Whe\ cUeaWed iW. SeWWiQg RXW fURP VeSaUaWe ViWeV, Whe\ liWeUall\
cRQVWUXcWed Whe ZRUld b\ cRQQecWiQg WheP, cRQVWiWXWiQg QeWZRUkV Rf
PaUiWiPe RU WeUUeVWUial URXWeV; Whe\ aUUiYed aW Whe ZRUld PaUkeW. AV
Ze kQRZ, WhiV ZRUld PaUkeW haV gRQe WhURXgh WZR VWageV: Whe ɹUVW
SUedaWed iQdXVWUial caSiWaliVP; Whe VecRQd caPe afWeU iW.

IQ WhiV cUeaWiYe acWiYiW\ b\ PeaQV Rf cRPPXQicaWiRQ, iW ZaV haUd
WR diVWiQgXiVh YiRleQW SillagiQg aQd ZaUlike eQWeUSUiVeV Rf cRQTXeVW
fURP Whe SeacefXl e[chaQge Rf gRRdV ² WhaW iV WR Va\, SURdXcWV WhaW
ZeUe iQiWiall\ agUicXlWXUal aQd aUWiVaQal, aQd VXbVeTXeQWl\ iQdXVWUial.
The YiRleQce ZaV RQl\ WePSRUaU\; iWV eQdXUiQg PaUk aQd eʃecWV aUe
WR be fRXQd iQ Whe QeWZRUkV. The UeVXlW, hRZeYeU, ZaV WhaW e[chaQge
ZaV a Pale SUeVeUYe. WRPeQ ZeUe fRU a lRQg WiPe SaUW Rf Whe gRRdV,
UaWheU WhaQ ageQWV iQ WhiV cUeaWiRQ, Zhich iQiWiall\ XQfRlded aW Whe
leYel Rf iQlaQd VeaV ² Whe MediWeUUaQeaQ aQd ChiQa VeaV ² aQd WheQ
RQ aQ RceaQic Vcale, befRUe eQdiQg XS aV a SlaQeWaU\ SheQRPeQRQ.
The YiRleQW, ZaUlike fRUP Rf UelaWiRQV caPe WR WeUPV ZiWh Whe lRgical
fRUP Rf e[chaQge ² Whe ZRUld Rf cRPPRdiWieV ² deVSiWe WheiU
RSSRViWe PeaQiQgV; aQd SRVVibl\ VWill dReV. MeQ VWaPSed Whe ZRUld
WheUeb\ cUeaWed ZiWh WheiU RZQ iPSUiQW, eYeQ WhRXgh UeaVRQ ² WhaW
Rf cRPPXQicaWiRQ aQd e[chaQge ² ZaV iQdiʃeUeQW WR YiRleQce, Ve[
aQd lRcaWiRQ aV VXch. WiWhRXW WheiU kQRZiQg iW, WhURXgh a Pi[WXUe Rf
VWUXggleV aQd lRgic, geQeWicall\ aQd hiVWRUicall\, ZaUUiRUV deYelRSed
a UelaWiRQVhiS (WR beiQg? WR Whe ZRUld? WR QRWhiQgQeVV?) iQ Zhich
bRld, RfWeQ bUXWal iQiWiaWiYe, caSable Rf Whe beVW aQd Whe ZRUVW, Whe
VXSeUQaWXUal aQd Whe hXPdUXP, ZaV allRWWed WR WheP.

FURP QaYigaWiRQ RQ VeaV aQd UiYeUV, Yia UailZa\V aQd aiU WUaQVSRUW,
WR Whe PRdeUQ Pedia, haV Whe cUeaWiYe caSaciW\ Rf cRPPXQicaWiRQ
aQd iQfRUPaWiRQ iQcUeaVed? TheUe iV QR TXeVWiRQ WhaW iWV SURdXcWiYe
caSaciW\ iV gURZiQg. YeW iW iV aV if SURdXcWiRQ aQd cUeaWiRQ YaUied



iQYeUVel\, Whe RQe decliQiQg Zhile Whe RWheU e[SaQdV. RailZa\V
iQWURdXced PRUe chaQgeV aQd QRYelWieV WhaQ PRWRUZa\V. ThiV cRPeV
dRZQ WR Va\iQg ² a b\ QRZ cRPPRQSlace RbVeUYaWiRQ ² WhaW gURZWh
aQd deYelRSPeQW dR QRW cRiQcide. The SURdXcW WeQdV WR SUedRPiQaWe
² QRW ZiWhRXW eQYiURQPeQWal daPage, aV SeRSle Va\. CUeaWiRQ gReV
RQ decliQiQg aQd, iQ iPSeUialiVP, SURdXcWiRQ UediVcRYeUV iWV liQk
ZiWh YiRleQce.

DXUiQg WhiV eQRUPRXV laSVe Rf WiPe, e[WeQdiQg fURP Whe ɹUVW acWV
Rf e[chaQge WR PRdeUQ iQdXVWUiali]aWiRQ aQd XUbaQi]aWiRQ iQ a
WUaQVQaWiRQal fUaPeZRUk, lRcal life, URRWed aQd cRQɹQed WR RQe VSRW,
iV SUeVeUYed aQd aɽUPed iQ igQRUaQce Rf Whe glRbal, Zhich iV
cRQVWiWXWed elVeZheUe. The VaPe aSSlieV WR Whe eYeU\da\.

DXUiQg WhiV WiPe, Whe cUeaWiYe caSaciW\ Rf cRPPXQicaWiRQ aQd
iQfRUPaWiRQ iV VlRZl\ bXW VXUel\ e[haXVWed. WiWh each QeZ PeaQV Rf
cRPPXQicaWiRQ aQd iQfRUPaWiRQ ² fRU e[aPSle, elecWUiciW\ (Whe
¶elecWUiciW\ faiU\!·, ¶elecWUiɹcaWiRQ SlXV VRYieWV!·), aQd WheQ Whe
WeleShRQe, UadiR, WeleYiViRQ ² SeRSle aQWiciSaWe PiUacleV: Whe
WUaQVɹgXUaWiRQ Rf dail\ life. AV if iW cRXld cRPe fURP a PeaQV RU
PediXP. TheVe PeaQV RU Pedia caQ RQl\ WUaQVPiW ZhaW e[iVWed SUiRU
WR Whe PediaWiQg RSeUaWiRQ, RU ZhaW RccXUV RXWVide iW. TRda\,
cRPPXQicaWiRQ reɻecWs ² QRWhiQg PRUe, QRWhiQg leVV. WhaW ZaV Whe
UeVXlW Rf Whe PXlWiSlicaWiRQ Rf WheVe PeaQV iQ eYeU PRUe cRPSle[
fRUPV? RaWheU WhaQ a PeWaPRUShRViV Rf dail\ life, ZhaW RccXUUed
ZaV, RQ Whe cRQWUaU\, Whe iQVWallaWiRQ Rf dail\ life aV VXch,
deWeUPiQed, iVRlaWed, aQd WheQ SURgUaPPed. TheUe eQVXed a
SUiYaWi]aWiRQ Rf Whe SXblic aQd a SXblici]iQg Rf Whe SUiYaWe, iQ a
cRQVWaQW e[chaQge WhaW Pi[eV WheP ZiWhRXW XQiWiQg WheP aQd
VeSaUaWeV WheP ZiWhRXW diVcUiPiQaWiQg beWZeeQ WheP; aQd WhiV iV
VWill gRiQg RQ.

ShRXld Ze deQ\ all SUacWical chaQge aV Whe Pedia ² WhaW iV,
cRPPXQicaWiRQV aQd iQfRUPaWiRQ ² haYe PXlWiSlied? CeUWaiQl\ QRW.
BXW WhaW iV QRW Whe SRiQW. The iVVXe iV diʃeUeQW: ¶WhaW iV Whe PeaQiQg
Rf WhiV PXlWiSlicaWiRQ, WhiV abXQdaQce Rf gRRdV Zhich aUe QR lRQgeU
PaWeUial, aQd claiP WR be VXbVWiWXWeV fRU WUadiWiRQal VSiUiWXaliW\?
DReV iW QRW iQ facW UiVk UeVXlWiQg iQ Whe deVWUXcWiRQ Rf PeaQiQg b\



VigQV? WheUe iV iW leadiQg, WR ZhaW QeZ RUdeU? BXW ZheQce Zill WhiV
QeZ RUdeU RUigiQaWe? FURP ZhaW aQd fURP ZhRP?·

McLXhaQ·V WheViV abRXW Whe cUeaWiYe URle Rf cRPPXQicaWiRQV caQ
be XSheld aV faU aV Whe RldeVW fRUPV Rf cRPPXQicaWiRQ aUe
cRQceUQed ² fRU e[aPSle, QaYigaWiRQ, Whe ShRQeWic alShabeW aQd
SUiQWiQg. WheQ iW cRPeV WR UeceQW SURdXcWV ² Whe WeleShRQe RU Whe
caU ² iW eYRkeV YeU\ VWURQg UeVeUYaWiRQV iQdeed. TR claiP WhaW Whe
cUeaWiYe caSaciW\ Rf cRPPXQicaWiRQV aQd iQfRUPaWiRQ iQcUeaVeV ZiWh
WheiU abXQdaQce iV (a) a SRVWXlaWe; (b) Zhich iV cRQWUadicWed b\ Whe
hiVWRU\ Rf WiPe, VSace aQd VRcial SUacWice; (c) Zhich iV eTXall\
cRQWUadicWed b\ Whe SUiQciSle Rf Whe diVViSaWiRQ Rf eQeUg\, ZheWheU
Ze aUe WalkiQg abRXW heaY\ eQeUgieV RU VXbWle eQeUgieV like
iQfRUPaWiRQ eQeUg\. TR jXVWif\ WhiV facilel\ RSWiPiVWic aQd UaWiRQaliVW
WheViV WRda\, RQe ZRXld haYe WR dePRQVWUaWe Whe VSUiQgiQg XS iQ Whe
PRdeUQ ZRUld Rf SRVVibiliWieV WhaW WeQd WRZaUdV WheiU RZQ
Ueali]aWiRQ. YeW ZhaW Ze acWXall\ RbVeUYe iV WhaW Whe iQcUeaViQg
iQWeQViW\ Rf cRPPXQicaWiRQV haUbRXUV Whe UeiQfRUcePeQW Rf dail\
life, iWV cRQVRlidaWiRQ aQd cRQɹQePeQW. IW alVR haUbRXUV a PRXQWiQg
daQgeU Rf caWaVWURShe. IV iW QRW dePagRgic WR VXSSRUW WhiV WheViV
WRda\? DReV iW QRW iQYRlYe QegaWiQg Whe QegaWiYe VXch aV iW aSSeaUV
aQd PaQifeVWV iWVelf iQ VRcieW\?

IQfRUPaWiRQ iV SURdXced. IW iV cRQVXPed. IQfRUPaWiRQ WechQRlRg\
cRQɹUPV Whe RXWPRded chaUacWeU Rf Whe claVVical MaU[iVW cRQWUaVW
beWZeeQ baVe aQd VXSeUVWUXcWXUe. IQfRUPaWiRQ iV QRW ² RU QRW PeUel\
² a VXSeUVWUXcWXUe, ViQce iW iV aQ ² e[chaQgeable ² SURdXcW Rf ceUWaiQ
UelaWiRQV Rf SURdXcWiRQ. WhaW ZaV UegaUded aV VXSeUVWUXcWXUal, like
VSace aQd WiPe, fRUPV SaUW Rf SURdXcWiRQ, becaXVe iW iV a SURdXcW
WhaW iV bRXghW aQd VRld.

WheQce Whe TXeVWiRQ: ¶WhR SURdXceV iQfRUPaWiRQ? HRZ? FRU
ZhRP? AQd ZhR cRQVXPeV iW?· ThiV fRUP Rf SURdXcWiRQ iV QRW
e[ePSW fURP Whe claVVical WheVeV. OQ Whe cRQWUaU\: iW e[WeQdV WheP. IW
iQYRlYeV labRXU aQd aQ RUgaQi]aWiRQ Rf labRXU, SURdXcWiRQ cRVWV, aQ
RUgaQic cRPSRViWiRQ Rf caSiWal, a VXUSlXV-YalXe ² WhaW iV WR Va\,
SURɹWV fRU WhRVe ZhR aUe iQ chaUge Rf SURdXcWiRQ. NeYeUWheleVV, iW
Pa\ be WhaW Whe SURdXcWiRQ aQd cRQVXPSWiRQ Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ
deYiaWeV VRPeZhaW fURP ceUWaiQ claVVical UXleV RU laZV, diVUXSWiQg



WheP. HaUdZaUe, VRfWZaUe, ɹUPZaUe ² WheVe dR QRW haYe Whe VaPe
aSSeaUaQce. The SURceVViQg Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ diʃeUV fURP iWV
SURdXcWiRQ, \eW fRUPV SaUW Rf iW; Whe iQiWial SURdXceU caQ iQVcUibe iW
iQ iWV cRPSXWeUi]ed acWiYiW\ ² VRPeWhiQg IBM iQ SaUWicXlaU dReV. AV
fRU daWabaVeV, ZhaW SUeciVel\ iV WheiU fXQcWiRQ aQd WheiU Slace? TR a
ceUWaiQ e[WeQW, Whe\ aUe iQdeSeQdeQW Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ SURdXcWiRQ, \eW
Whe\ aUe iQdiVSeQVable WR iW. CaQ Whe\ be cRXQWed RQ WR RSeUaWe iQ
faYRXU Rf a dePRcUaWic PaQagePeQW Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ WechQRlRg\?
PeUhaSV. BXW heUe aQRWheU daQgeU aUiVeV ² Whe VWaWe PRQRSRl\ Rf
daWa, ZiWh Whe UelaWed UiVk Rf a glRbal PRQRSRl\ Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ iQ a
WUaQVQaWiRQal V\VWeP cRQVRlidaWed b\ WhiV QaWiRQal PRQRSRl\. AV a
VRXUce Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ, Whe daWabaVe iV, PRUeRYeU, SUR[iPaWe WR dail\
life. The cRQVXPSWiRQ Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ alVR RccXUV iQ Whe eYeU\da\.
EQRUPRXV QeWZRUkV, chaQQelV, ciUcXiWV WhXV VWaUW RXW fURP dail\ life,
SaVV WhURXgh YaUiRXV leYelV WR Whe SlaQeWaU\ (b\ PeaQV Rf VaWelliWeV),
aQd WheQ UeWXUQ WRZaUdV dail\ life. WheQce SURblePV Zhich, VRPe
SeRSle PaiQWaiQ, haYe alUead\ beeQ VRlYed b\ WechQiTXe RU Whe
ecRQRPic aQd SRliWical SRZeUV; Zhile RWheUV aVVeUW WhaW VRlXWiRQV aUe
VWill SeQdiQg RQ accRXQW Rf WheiU cRPSle[iW\, VR WhaW iW iV QRW WRR laWe
WR iQWeUYeQe.

PURdXced aQd cRQVXPed, iQfRUPaWiRQ iV VRld aQd bRXghW. IW iV
WheUefRUe a cRPPRdiW\. AQ\ cRPPRdiW\? NR. IW iV QRW PaWeUial; aV
Ze kQRZ, iW SRVVeVVeV Whe SecXliaU chaUacWeUiVWic Rf caXViQg all RWheU
cRPPRdiWieV WR be bRXghW aQd VRld. ThiV haV alZa\V beeQ Whe caVe ²
WhaW iV WR Va\, ViQce Whe e[iVWeQce Rf Whe e[chaQge Rf PaUkeWable
gRRdV RXWVide Whe gifW aQd baUWeU V\VWePV. IW haV alZa\V beeQ
QeceVVaU\ WR kQRZ ZheUe a SaUWicXlaU SURdXcW iV iQ RUdeU WR gR aQd
ɹQd iW, WUaQVSRUW iW, aQd ɹQall\ haQd iW RYeU iQ UeWXUQ fRU a
deWeUPiQable VXP Rf PRQe\; aQd WhaW kQRZledge deUiYeV fURP
cRPPXQicaWiRQ aQd iQfRUPaWiRQ.

IQfRUPaWiRQ haV alZa\V beeQ aV eVVeQWial WR e[chaQge aQd PaUkeWV
aV PRQe\ aQd Whe TXaQWiɹcaWiRQ Rf SURdXcWV. YeW fRU PaQ\ ceQWXUieV,
iQfRUPaWiRQ aV VXch did QRW aSSeaU RQ Whe PaUkeW. IWV aSSeaUaQce
haV a UeWURacWiYe eʃecW: iW bUiQgV RXW Whe iPSRUWaQce Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ,
aV Zell aV QeWZRUkV, chaQQelV aQd ciUcXiWV, iQ Whe SaVW. WhaW iV QRYel
abRXW Whe cRQWePSRUaU\ ZRUld iV WhaW WheUe iV a ZRUld PaUkeW iQ



iQfRUPaWiRQ, Zhich SRViWiYel\ ¶dUiYeV· Whe RWheU PaUkeWV, WhURXgh
adYeUWiViQg, SURSagaQda, Whe WUaQVPiVViRQ Rf SRViWiYe kQRZledge,
aQd VR RQ. IV QRW iQfRUPaWiRQ, Whe VXSUePe cRPPRdiW\, alVR Whe
XlWiPaWe cRPPRdiW\? DReV iW QRW cRPSleWe Whe gUeaW c\cle Rf Whe
cRPPRdiW\, iWV e[WUaRUdiQaU\ e[SaQViRQ ² iQ VhRUW, Whe Ueali]aWiRQ Rf
Whe ZRUld Rf cRPPRdiWieV iQ WhaW Rf Whe PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ, iQ Whe
glRbal? TheUe aUe gURXQdV fRU WhiQkiQg VR.

FaU fURP XVheUiQg iQ a QeZ PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ, iQfRUPaWiRQ
WechQRlRg\ SeUfecWV Whe e[iVWiQg PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ ² caSiWaliVP
aQd iWV ZRUld PaUkeW ² Zhich e[eUWV VXch SUeVVXUe RQ ¶VRcialiVP·
WhaW Whe laWWeU VWUXggleV WR eVcaSe iW. IQ WhiV Za\, Whe e[WUaRUdiQaU\
VhifW ² alUead\ UefeUUed WR ² Rf Whe cRQcUeWe WRZaUdV Whe abVWUacW,
aQd WheiU cRPbiQaWiRQ iQ Whe abVWUacW²cRQcUeWe, iV URXQded Rʃ. ThiV
Za\ Rf lRRkiQg aW WhiQgV PakeV VeQVe Rf Whe eQRUPRXV ciUcXiW WhaW
gReV fURP dail\ life WR dail\ life Yia Whe glRbal. The cRPSle[iW\ Rf
Whe ZRUld PaUkeW, Zhich iV SaUW Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ WechQRlRg\ becaXVe
Whe laWWeU iPSlieV iW aQd PaUkV iW RXW, QeedV QR fXUWheU ePShaViV (a
PaUkeW iQ ɹQiVhed SURdXcWV, bXW alVR iQVWUXPeQWV Rf SURdXcWiRQ,
WechQiTXeV, caSiWal, eQeUg\, labRXU, VigQV aQd V\PbRlV, aUW ZRUkV
aQd, ɹQall\, iQfRUPaWiRQ, Zhich eQYelRSV Whe WRWaliW\ aQd cRQVWiWXWeV
iW aV glRbal). CRPSle[iW\ dReV QRW beWRkeQ cRheUeQce aQd cRheViRQ.
AlWhRXgh iW iV aiPed fRU, cRheUeQce iV QRW WheUeb\ Ueali]ed.
IQfRUPaWiRQ WechQRlRg\ caQ QeiWheU UeVRlYe QRU caQcel
cRQWUadicWiRQV: iW caQ RQl\ e[SUeVV WheP ² RU diVgXiVe WheP. The
SRZeU Rf Whe ZRUld PaUkeW dReV QRW VXSSUeVV all UeViVWaQce ² Whe
UeViVWaQce Rf a QXPbeU Rf cRXQWUieV, SaUWicXlaUl\ Whe VRcialiVW
cRXQWUieV ² RU iQeTXaliWieV, RU cRQɻicWV beWZeeQ VWUaWegieV. HeQce
WhiV PaUkeW iV QRW eVWabliVhed, VWable, cRheUeQW, eYeQ WhRXgh iW
SRVVeVVeV aQ iQWeUQal, highl\ SRWeQW lRgic ² WhaW Rf Whe cRPPRdiW\ aV
a V\VWeP Rf eTXiYaleQWV. IW WeQdV WR hRPRgeQi]e Whe ZRUld, aQd aW
Whe VaPe WiPe WR fUagPeQW iW, ViQce iW UeɻecWV Whe diYeUVe RUigiQV aQd
SURYeQaQce Rf SURdXcWV, iQclXdiQg iQfRUPaWiRQ. AV Ze kQRZ,
hRPRgeQeiW\ QR PRUe abRliVheV fUagPeQWaWiRQ WhaQ aiPiQg fRU
cRheUeQce VXSSUeVVeV cRQWUadicWiRQV.

If iV WUXe WhaW iQfRUPaWiRQ WechQRlRg\ SUeVVeV Whe cRPPRdiW\ WR a
cRQclXViRQ, if iW SeUfecWV aQd cRPSleWeV Whe ZRUld Rf cRPPRdiWieV,



ZhaW ePeUgeV fURP WhiV iV QRW VRPeWhiQg QeZ. OQ Whe cRQWUaU\: a
ZRUld iV cRPiQg WR aQ eQd, iQ a VlRZ bXW XQ\ieldiQg SURceVV. HRZ
caQ Ze geW RXW Rf iW? The cUiViV, aV Whe\ Va\, iV VhakiQg Whe baVe aQd
fRXQdaWiRQV aV PXch aV Whe VXSeUVWUXcWXUeV. HeQce Whe dePaQd fRU
VRPeWhiQg QeZ, aQ iQYeQWiYe, Uadical RSeQiQg: iQ SaUWicXlaU, a
diʃeUeQW fRUP Rf gURZWh, iQWiPaWel\ bRXQd XS ZiWh deYelRSPeQW.

(c) The InformaWion Ideolog\

ThiV ideRlRg\ SUeVeQWV iQfRUPaWiRQ iQ YaUiRXV Za\V WhaW VhaUe Whe
fRllRZiQg feaWXUe: Whe\ dR QRW adYeUWiVe WhePVelYeV aV ideRlRgical,
bXW aV RbVeUYaWiRQV RU SRViWiYe kQRZledge. The\ alVR haYe WhiV iQ
cRPPRQ: Whe\ abVRlXWi]e a feaWXUe Rf Whe ¶Ueal·, UaWheU WhaQ
UelaWiYi]iQg iW aQd ViWXaWiQg iW. HeUe aV elVeZheUe, Whe RSeUaWiRQ
Zhich cRQVWUXcWV ideRlRg\, aQd diʃeUV fURP WhRVe WhaW laXQch,
WUaQVPiW RU Veek WR Ueali]e iW iQ SUacWice, cRQViVWV iQ Whe fRllRZiQg: aQ
iQdiYidXal RU cRllecWiYe sXbjecW WhaW iV PRUe RU leVV XQceUWaiQ Rf iWVelf
PaQageV WR UaiVe aQ aVSecW RU elePeQW Rf UealiW\ RU iQWelligeQce WR
Whe VWaWXV Rf deɹQiWiYe WUXWh Yia diVcRXUVe. ThiV ZhaW haSSeQed ZiWh
Whe hiVWRUical, Whe ecRQRPic, Whe SRliWical, VWUXcWXUe, laQgXage, Whe
iPagiQaU\, aQd VR RQ. ThiV RSeUaWiRQ iV UeSURdXced WRda\ ZiWh
iQfRUPaWiRQ. ThXV, Whe iUUXSWiRQ Rf Whe VXSUePe cRPPRdiW\ haV
beeQ SUeVeQWed aV aQ adYeQWXUe, RU eYeQ aV Whe gUeaW ¶hXPaQ
adYeQWXUe·, giYiQg WhiV SURdXcW a URPaQWic halR. We caQQRW fail WR
QRWice WhaW aURXQd XV, iQ SeUViVWeQW PRdeUQiVP, RWheU ² PRUe
adYeQWXURXV ² adYeQWXUeV aUe iQdicaWed: Whe e[SlRUaWiRQ aQd
e[SlRiWaWiRQ Rf RceaQV, geQeWic eQgiQeeUiQg aQd Whe UeVXlWV Rf
biRlRg\, eQeUg\ SURblePV, aQd VR RQ. The QRWiRQ Rf adYeQWXUe caQ
be VedXcWiYe. BXW iQ Whe caVe Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ, aQd eYeQ iQ Whe YaUiRXV
RWheU iQVWaQceV, iW dReV QRW ZiWhVWaQd e[aPiQaWiRQ. HRZ caQ Ze
igQRUe Whe facW WhaW Whe ecRQRPic SRZeUV (ɹUPV) aQd SRliWical
SRZeUV (VWaWeV) UeVeUYe Whe RceaQ deSWhV fRU WhePVelYeV, diVSXWiQg
WheP; WhaW Whe\ e[SlRUe VSace fRU Whe SXUSRVe Rf aSSURSUiaWiQg iW;
aQd WhaW Whe VaPe iV WUXe Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ? ThiV aQcieQW Od\VVeaQ
iPage ² Whe adYeQWXUe ² caQ be dePagRgicall\ e[SlRiWed. DReV iW



haYe a PeaQiQg? YeV: iW aSSlieV WR Whe ZhRle hXPaQ Uace Zhich,
haYiQg becRPe SlaQeWaU\ aQd glRbal, dReV QRW kQRZ ZheUe iW iV
headed aQd UiVkV gRiQg ZheUe iW haV QR ZiVh WR gR ² WhaW iV WR Va\,
WRZaUdV Whe ab\VV.

NRW RQl\ dReV iQfRUPaWiRQ ideRlRg\ QRW SUeVeQW iWVelf aV ideRlRg\,
bXW iW SURSRVeV eiWheU WR SXW aQ eQd WR ideRlRgieV RU WR WUaQVfeU Whe
ideRlRgical fXQcWiRQ WR iQfRUPaWiRQ aSSaUaWXVeV, iQclXdiQg Whe
SURdXcWiRQ aQd diʃXViRQ Rf SRViWiYe kQRZledge, Zhich ZaV fRUPeUl\
Whe SUeURgaWiYe Rf VchRRlV aQd XQiYeUViWieV. The UedXcWiRQ Rf SRViWiYe
kQRZledge WR iQfRUPaWiRQ ZRXld haYe cRQVeTXeQceV: Whe eQd Rf
cUiWical aQd cRQceSWXal WhiQkiQg, aQd heQce Whe eQd Rf all WhiQkiQg,
RU iWV deSaUWXUe WR Wake UefXge iQ illegaliW\ aQd YiRleQce. All Whe
PRUe VR giYeQ WhaW iQfRUPaWiRQ aSSaUaWXVeV aUe iQ gUeaW daQgeU Rf
beiQg adPiQiVWUaWiYel\ aQd iQVWiWXWiRQall\ cRQWURlled eiWheU b\ Whe
QaWiRQal VWaWe, RU b\ WUaQVQaWiRQal fRUceV Zhich ZRXld XVe WhiV
VXSSlePeQWaU\ PeaQV WR cRQVRlidaWe WheiU RUdeU. NRW RQl\ ZRXld
SRViWiYe kQRZledge be UedXced WR UecRUded aQd PePRUi]ed facWV,
bXW eYeU\WhiQg cRQceUQiQg Whe SRliWical aQd SRliWicV ZRXld gR
WhURXgh Whe chaQQelV Rf Rɽcial iQfRUPaWiRQ. ThiV ZRXld cUeaWe Whe
gUeaWeVW diɽcXlWieV fRU aQ\ acWiRQ iQdeSeQdeQW Rf eVWabliVhed SRZeU,
aQd SRVVibl\ UeVXlW iQ Whe diVaSSeaUaQce Rf all cRXQWeU-SRZeU.
CRQWUadicWiRQV aW WhiV leYel (i.e. beWZeeQ VWaWeV aQd ɹUPV) RʃeU a
laVW chaQce iQ a ZRUld WhaW aiPV fRU cRheUeQce aQd VWabiliW\, bXW fallV
VhRUW Rf WheP. IQfRUPaWiRQ ideRlRg\ PaVkV Whe daQgeUV aQd Whe
RSSRUWXQiWieV alike. PRliWicV iWVelf ZRXld be UeSlaced b\ Whe diVcRXUVe
aQd ideRlRg\ Rf Whe ¶cRPSeWeQW· ² WhaW iV WR Va\, WechQiciaQV ZhR caQ
SURdXce iQfRUPaWiRQ aQd WechQRcUaWV ZhR giYe WheP WheiU RUdeUV.
ThiV WeQdeQc\, Zhich caQ alUead\ be RbVeUYed, fRUPV SaUW Rf Whe
cUiViV; iW e[WeQdV iW, be\RQd eWhical YalXeV aQd VRcial QRUPV, WR
SRliWical iQVWiWXWiRQV aQd diVcRXUVeV. IW PighW be WhRXghW WhaW iW
faYRXUV Whe SeUVRQali]aWiRQ Rf ¶kiQgl\· fRUPV Rf SRZeU, aV Zell aV
aSSealV fRU a QeZ cRQVeQVXV aURXQd WhiV SeUVRQali]ed SRZeU. The
SaUaPRXQW daQgeU iV WhiV: Whe XQchecked UeiQfRUcePeQW Rf Whe VWaWe
aQd iWV PXlWiSle caSaciWieV ² iQ SaUWicXlaU, WhaW Rf Vei]iQg dail\ life iQ
iWV RUgaQV Rf SUeheQViRQ aQd UeSUeVViYe cRPSUeheQViRQ.



IQfRUPaWiRQ ideRlRg\ SRVVeVVeV Whe dXbiRXV PeUiW Rf SURSheWicall\
heUaldiQg Whe QeZ VRcieW\: SRVW-iQdXVWUial, SRVW-caSiWaliVW aQd eYeQ
SRVW-VRcialiVW. PUe-iQdXVWUial VRcieW\ ZaV VXSSRVedl\ cRQVWiWXWed
UegiRQall\ aQd WeUUiWRUiall\ ² WhaW iV WR Va\, aV iV Zell kQRZQ, aURXQd
eQeUg\ VRXUceV aQd UaZ PaWeUialV. IQdXVWUial VRcieW\ SURSeU ZaV
VXSSRVedl\ RUgaQi]ed aURXQd Whe e[SlRiWaWiRQ Rf eQeUg\ fRUPV fUeed
fURP WeUUiWRUial cRQVWUaiQWV (elecWUical eQeUg\). AV fRU SRVW-iQdXVWUial
VRcieW\, iW iV VXSSRVedl\ alUead\ beiQg VWUXcWXUed aURXQd
iQfRUPaWiRQ WhaW iV abVWUacW, \eW glRbal aQd XQiYeUVal.6

ThiV WechQRlRgical aQd WechQRcUaWic XWRSia PakeV lighW Rf
cRQWUadicWiRQV, Rld RU QeZ. IW iV WUXe WhaW UeceQW WechQRlRgieV deSlR\
aQd VWUeQgWheQ cRPPXQicaWiRQ QeWZRUkV aW Whe glRbal leYel; aQd
WheVe WhXV WeQd WR cRQVWiWXWe a ViQgle QeWZRUk WhURXgh Whe
iQWeUcRQQecWiRQ Rf QaWiRQal aQd UegiRQal QeWZRUkV, iQWegUaWiQg
PXlWiSle VeUYiceV. BXW aW Whe VaPe WiPe, VXch glRbali]aWiRQ
diYeUViɹeV Whe QeWZRUk WheUeb\ cRQVWiWXWed, Zhich deSeQdV RQ
VRXUceV, daWa baQkV, aQd VR RQ.

LeW XV aYRid PakiQg a GRWhic QRYel, aV Zell aV a URPaQce, RXW Rf
iQfRUPaWiRQ WechQRlRg\.7 IQfRUPaWiRQ ideRlRgXeV aVVeUW WhaW VRcieW\
aQd Whe VRcial aUe beiQg WUaQVfRUPed, aQd WhaW a TXaliWaWiYe leaS iV
abRXW WR RccXU. The\ alVR belieYe WhaW iQfRUPaWiRQ WechQRlRg\ iV
QeceVVaU\ aQd VXɽcieQW WR eVWabliVh QeZ QRUPV aQd YalXeV. Which
RQeV? The eQd Rf RSaciW\ aQd iPSeQeWUabiliW\ ² aQd heQce
WUaQVSaUeQc\! If Ze cUediW WheVe ideRlRgXeV, Whe iQfRUPaWiRQ VRcieW\
Zill ɹQall\ Ueali]e Whe TUXWh. NRW iQ Whe PaQQeU Rf Whe ShilRVRSheUV,
aV WhRXghW aQd abVWUacW V\VWeP, bXW aV UealiW\ aQd SUacWical V\VWeP.
NR PRUe VecUec\! AQ\WhiQg WhaW haSSeQV, aQ\WhiQg WhaW VXSeUYeQeV,
Zill iPPediaWel\ UeYeUbeUaWe iQ Whe WRWaliW\ ZiWh all iWV deWailV. IQ
VhRUW, a XQiYeUVal gaPe Rf PiUURUV, ɹQall\ PaWeUiali]ed! AQ eʃecW Rf
VigQV, ɹQall\ WRWali]ed! NR PRUe VhadRZV, QR PRUe daUk cRUQeUV RU
UeceVVeV iQ WhiV SUiVWiQe SUacWice. ThiV ZRXld be WaQWaPRXQW WR Whe
Ueali]aWiRQ Rf ShilRVRSh\ ² QRW b\ Whe ZRUkiQg claVV aQd UeYRlXWiRQ,
aV MaU[ belieYed, bXW WhURXgh WechQRlRg\. IQfRUPaWiRQ, WRgeWheU
ZiWh iWV e[WeQViRQV, ZRXld lead b\ Whe VhRUWeVW URXWe WR a fXll\
SlaQQed VRcieW\, iQ Zhich Whe ceQWUe ZRXld cRQVWaQWl\ UeceiYe
PeVVageV fURP each baVe cell, ZiWh Whe UeVXlW WhaW cXlWXUe aQd



iQfRUPaWiRQ, SRViWiYel\ ideQWiɹed, SRVVeVViQg Whe VaPe VWUXcWXUe,
ZRXld UeQdeU each iQdiYidXal fXll\ cRQVciRXV. Of ZhaW? Of geQeUal
cRQVWUaiQWV!8 HeQce Ze aUe dealiQg QRW RQl\ ² RU QRW VR PXch ² ZiWh
a WechQRcUaWic XWRSia RU ideRlRg\, bXW ZiWh a VcieQWiVWic P\WhRlRg\ ²
a SaUadR[, ZhaW iV PRUe, ZiWh Whe P\Wh Rf aQ elecWURQic AgRUa aQd
Whe diVWXUbiQg SURjecW Rf a WechQRlRgical e[WeQViRQ Rf Whe ¶aXdiW·
iQWeQded fRU Whe iQWeUQal cRQWURl Rf ZRUkVhRSV, bXW caSable Rf beiQg
e[WeQded WR SRliWical aQd SRlice cRQWURl Rf VSaceV PXch YaVWeU WhaQ
Whe eQWeUSUiVe¬«

TheVe ideRlRgXeV dR QRW WhiQk WhaW Whe\ aUe iQWeUSUeWiQg Whe
WechQiTXeV, bXW WhaW Whe\ aUe eVWiPaWiQg WheP RbjecWiYel\. The\
UefXVe WR cRQcede WhaW Whe\ aUe SUeVeQWiQg, RU UeSUeVeQWiQg, a
WeQdeQWiRXV SRliWical SURjecW. TR WheP, Whe SURjecW VeePV WR fRllRZ
lRgicall\ fURP Whe WechQRlRg\. IV QRW WechQRlRgi]iQg Whe VRcial aQd
SRliWical, aV RSSRVed WR VRciali]iQg aQd SRliWici]iQg WechQRlRg\, a
chRice aQd a deciViRQ? A SRliWical VWaQdSRiQW WhaW SUeVeQWV iWVelf aV
RbjecWiYe PeaQiQg? ThiV liQe Rf TXeVWiRQiQg dReV QRW UeVRlYe Whe
SURbleP, bXW iW dReV SUeclXde acceSWiQg aV a VRlXWiRQ XWWeUaQceV WhaW
fRUPXlaWe Whe SURbleP b\ diVWRUWiQg iW, cRQcealiQg Whe cRQWUadicWiRQV
iQYRlYed.

ThRVe ZhR ɻaXQW Whe WechQiciVW SeUVSecWiYe allRZ VSace aQd a
fXQcWiRQ fRU baVe cellV, fRU PicUR-VRcieWieV aQd PicUR-deciViRQV ² iQ
RWheU ZRUdV, fRU dail\ life. The\ ViPXlWaQeRXVl\ Wake iW iQWR accRXQW
aQd abRliVh iW. IQfRUPaWiRQ WechQRlRg\ caQ UedXce bRWh kQRZledge
aQd VSRQWaQeiW\. IQ WhiV SeUVSecWiYe, kQRZiQg QR lRQgeU iQYRlYeV
XViQg cRQceSWV, bXW ViPSl\ UeceiYiQg aQd PePRUi]iQg iQfRUPaWiRQ.
The cRQceSW iV blXUUed ² Whe cRQceSW Rf kQRZledge aQd kQRZledge
b\ PeaQV Rf cRQceSWV. TR all iQWeQWV aQd SXUSRVeV, cRQceSWV
diVaSSeaU iQ Whe face Rf Whe facWV. HeUe Ze UecRgQi]e a YeQeUable
ShilRVRShical debaWe beiQg SeUePSWRUil\ UeVRlYed aQd WeUPiQaWed.

YeW iQfRUPaWiRQ iV lRVW. HRZ iV WhiV diVViSaWiRQ WR be UeViVWed, if
QRW b\ a SURjecW aQd aQ idea Rf kQRZledge? Take, fRU e[aPSle, Whe
aɽUPaWiRQ Rf ideQWiW\: iW SURclaiPV iWV SeUViVWeQce, iWV SeUVeYeUaQce
iQ beiQg, iWV UeViVWaQce WR decliQe aQd diʃeUeQce alike. IQ WhiV Za\,
ideQWiW\ becRPeV abVWUacW, ɹcWiYe, XQUeal; iQ WhiV Za\, iW decliQeV¬«



The SaUadR[eV, aSRUiaV aQd SURblePV Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ ideRlRg\ aUe
SURlifeUaWiQg. If Ze acceSW Whe diVWiQcWiRQ beWZeeQ acWiYiW\ WhaW
SURdXceV PaWeUial gRRdV aQd acWiYiW\ WhaW SURdXceV QRQ-PaWeUial
gRRdV, Ze Pa\ cRQclXde WhaW Whe VecRQd VecWRU iV bRXQd WR gURZ
PRUe UaSidl\ WhaQ Whe ɹUVW. YeW iW WeQdV WheUeb\ WR chRke aQd eYeQ
SaUal\Ve iW. SRPe WheRUeWiciaQV ² aQd QRW Whe leaVW SURPiQeQW ² haYe
Ueached Whe SRiQW Rf fRUecaVWiQg a cUiViV Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ WechQRlRg\,
iQ a VRcieW\ WhaW iV alUead\ iQ a cUiWical cRQdiWiRQ, aQd fURP Zhich
Whe ideRlRg\ iQ TXeVWiRQ SURPiVed aQ eVcaSe. IW iV aUgXed WhaW Whe
caSaciW\ Rf XVefXl labRXU, SURdXciQg PaWeUial gRRdV, Zill decliQe
RQce Whe eQeUg\ diVViSaWed iQ Whe SURdXcWiRQ Rf PaWeUial gRRdV UiVeV
WR half Rf Whe SRZeU WhaW iV aYailable aQd cRQVXPed glRball\. HeQce
WheUe iV a WhUeVhRld.9 IW iV WUXe WhaW iQfRUPaWiRQal eQeUg\ iV a VXbWle
eQeUg\, aQalRgRXV WR QeUYRXV eQeUg\ iQ cRPSaUiVRQ ZiWh Whe heaY\
eQeUg\ Rf Whe PXVcleV. BXW iV WheUe QR VXch WhiQg aV QeUYRXV faWigXe?
E[haXVWiRQ aQd a Sh\ViRlRgical WhUeVhRld iQ RUgaQiVPV?

ThiV cRQjXUeV XS Whe SRVVibiliW\ Rf a cRQfURQWaWiRQ beWZeeQ Whe
VRciR-SRliWical aQd Whe Sh\ViRlRgical RU RUgaQic. AccRUdiQg WR
cRQWePSRUaU\ biRlRg\, UelaWiRQal chaUacWeUiVWicV ² WhaW iV WR Va\,
UelaWiYe WR Whe oWher, QRW ViPSl\ WR aQ iPSeUVRQal eQYiURQPeQW ²
SRlaUi]e liYiQg RUgaQiVPV aQd deɹQe Whe RUgaQic. SR WhaW SleaVXUe
aQd deViUe eQWeU iQWR Whe geQeWic SURgUaPPe, WRgeWheU ZiWh Whe
PaQ\ iQdiceV aQd VigQV Rf Ve[XaliW\: RlfacWRU\, aXdiWRU\, YiVXal. IV
WheUe QRW a cRQɻicWXal, d\QaPic UelaWiRQVhiS beWZeeQ WheVe WhUee
WeUPV: Whe UaWiRQal, Whe UelaWiRQal RU SRViWiRQal, Whe iQfRUPaWiRQal ² a
UelaWiRQVhiS WhaW caQQRW be UedXced WR TXaQWiɹcaWiRQ?

IW iV QeYeUWheleVV Whe caVe WhaW iQfRUPaWiRQ ideRlRgXeV Wake Whe
VXP Rf WechQiTXeV, aSSaUaWXVeV aQd aSSlicaWiRQV fRU a XQiWaU\,
RbjecWiYe kQRZledge, fRU aQ acWiYiW\ caSable Rf aʃecWiQg Whe ZhRle
Rf UealiW\. The\ Pake iQfRUPaWiRQ Whe higheU fRUP Rf SRViWiYe
kQRZledge, deVWiQed WR abVRUb Whe lRZeU fRUPV. YeW fRU WheRU\ aQd
kQRZledge, iQfRUPaWiRQ WechQRlRg\ caQ WRda\ be UegaUded VRlel\ aV
aQ elePeQW aQd a PRPeQW Rf Whe acWiYiW\ Rf kQRZledge, aV \eW
XQdeYelRSed. SXbVWiWXWed fRU kQRZledge, iQfRUPaWiRQ deleWeV
WhRXghW aQd UedXceV SRViWiYe kQRZledge WR WhaW Zhich iV aPaVVed,
accXPXlaWed, PePRUi]ed ZiWhRXW gaSV, RXWVide Rf liYed e[SeUieQce.



The QegaWiYe diVaSSeaUV iQ a SeUfecW SRViWiYiW\. IQfRUPaWiRQ ideRlRg\
² RU, UaWheU, idealiVP, dUeVVed XS aV SRViWiYe kQRZledge aQd eYeQ
WechQRlRgical PaWeUialiVP RQ RccaViRQ ² acWV aV a facWRU Rf
diVlRcaWiRQ iQ Whe acWiYiW\ Rf kQRZledge, iQ Whe SRliWical, aQd iQ dail\
life.

FRU ceQWXUieV, SURgUeVV iQ cRPPXQicaWiRQV aQd iQfRUPaWiRQ haV
XQTXeVWiRQabl\ faYRXUed ceQWUal SRZeU aQd ceQWUal SRliWical cRQWURl;
WhiV fRUPV SaUW Rf Whe lRZeUiQg Rf cUeaWiYe caSaciW\ WR Zhich
UefeUeQce haV alUead\ beeQ Pade. WhaW iV aW VWake iQ
cRPSXWeUi]aWiRQ iV deWeUPiQed WhXV. The die iV QRW caVW, bXW Whe dice
aUe URlliQg RQ a SlaQeWaU\ clRWh. IQ FUaQce WheUe aUe iPPiQeQW
daQgeUV. The PachiQeU\ Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ aSSaUaWXVeV WeQdV WR
UeSURdXce Whe chaUacWeUiVWicV Rf Whe FUeQch SRliWical aSSaUaWXV; iW iV
VWaWiVW aQd ceQWUali]ed.10

(d) InWroYersion

CRPSXWeUi]ed dail\ life UiVkV aVVXPiQg a fRUP WhaW ceUWaiQ
ideRlRgXeV ɹQd iQWeUeVWiQg aQd VedXcWiYe: Whe iQdiYidXal aWRP RU
faPil\ PRlecXle iQVide a bXbble ZheUe Whe PeVVageV VeQW aQd
UeceiYed iQWeUVecW. UVeUV, ZhR haYe lRVW Whe digQiW\ Rf ciWi]eQV QRZ
WhaW Whe\ ɹgXUe VRciall\ RQl\ aV SaUWieV WR VeUYiceV, ZRXld WhXV lRVe
Whe VRcial iWVelf, aQd VRciabiliW\. ThiV ZRXld QR lRQgeU be Whe
e[iVWeQWial iVRlaWiRQ Rf Whe Rld iQdiYidXaliVP, bXW a VRliWXde all Whe
PRUe SURfRXQd fRU beiQg RYeUZhelPed b\ PeVVageV. WiWh all
VeUYiceV aW iWV diVSRVal, XlWiPaWel\, WhiV iQdiYidXal aWRP RU faPil\
PRlecXle ZRXld QR lRQgeU Qeed WR VWiU. ThRVe aQal\VWV ZhR haYe QRW
UeQRXQced cUiWical WhiQkiQg haYe dUaZQ aWWeQWiRQ WR WhiV daQgeU.
SRPe SeRSle haYe eYeQ lRRked WR Whe VWaWe WR ZaUd iW Rʃ. A SXUe
dUeaP: iW iV YeU\ diɽcXlW fRU VWaWe SRZeU QRW WR faYRXU a WeQdeQc\
WhaW leaYeV Whe ɹeld RSeQ fRU iW. WhaW VWaWe aQd SRliWical aXWhRUiW\
caQ cRQceiYe Rf WheiU RZQ diVVRlXWiRQ, aQd RUgaQi]e Whe cRQdiWiRQV
fRU iW? SWaWe iQWeUYeQWiRQ iQeYiWabl\ dUiYeV ¶XVeUV· WR ZiWhdUaZ iQWR
WheiU VhellV. DR QRW VhellV Rf WhiV kiQd abaQdRQ iQdiYidXalV WR
aQ[ieW\, WR aQ aQgXiVh bRPbaUded b\ hXbbXb? IQfRUPaWiRQ



ideRlRgXeV hRSe WhaW aV lRQg aV Whe Vhell iV ɹlled ZiWh iQfRUPaWiRQ,
Whe iQdiYidXal Zill feel aW hRPe iQ iW. WiWhRXW aQ\ eYideQce, WR Va\
Whe leaVW.

AV fRU hRSeV fRU a UecRQVWUXcWiRQ Rf a WhUee-WeUP XQiW\ ² ¶VSace²
WiPe²labRXU· ² b\ PeaQV Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ, Whe\ belRQg WR abVWUacW
XWRSiaQiVP. HRPe-baVed, UePRWe-cRQWURlled labRXU cRQVXPPaWeV
Whe VeSaUaWiRQ aQd fUagPeQWaWiRQ WhaW aUe alUead\ XQdeU Za\.
RaWheU WhaQ beiQg VXUPRXQWed, Whe VchePa ¶hRPRgeQeiW\²
fUagPeQWaWiRQ²hieUaUchi]aWiRQ· Zill geW ZRUVe. OQce, SUiYaWe life
elXded Whe VRcial. The QeZ SUiYaWi]aWiRQ Zill be iQYaded b\ Whe
RXWVide Zhile SaUadR[icall\ lRViQg all caSaciW\ fRU e[WeUQali]aWiRQ.

PeRSle Walk abRXW a QeZ VRcieW\. WRXld iW QRW be PRUe accXUaWe WR
feaU a QeZ VWaWe, fRXQded RQ Whe SRliWical XVe Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ, UXliQg
RYeU a SRSXlaWiRQ eQclRVed iQ bXbbleV iW haV iQɻaWed, aQd iQ VXch a
Za\ WhaW each PRXWh belieYeV iWV bXbble cRPeV RXW Rf iW?

CRQWURl Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ Zill cRPe QeiWheU fURP e[ceVViYe
ceQWUali]aWiRQ, a XQiWaU\ VWUXcWXUe UXliQg RYeU Whe ZhRle Rf VRcieW\;
QRU fURP e[ceVViYe deceQWUali]aWiRQ, iVVXiQg iQ fUagPeQWaWiRQ aQd
fRUPleVVQeVV. IW UeTXiUeV a SURjecW fRU VRcieW\, aYRidiQg facile
VRlXWiRQV Whe PRVW likel\ Rf Zhich, alaV, caQ alUead\ be gliPSVed:
ceQWUali]ed SRZeU QegRWiaWiQg a cRPSURPiVe ZiWh glRbal eQWeUSUiVeV.
PaUadR[icall\, cRQWURl Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ iQYRlYeV aQ iQWeQViɹcaWiRQ Rf
VXUSUiVe eʃecWV aQd a UedXcWiRQ iQ UedXQdaQc\, ZiWhRXW VXccXPbiQg
WR diVRUdeU. YeW VXch eʃecWV caQ cRPe RQl\ fURP belRZ ² RQ
cRQdiWiRQ, PRUeRYeU, WhaW Whe acWiYe baVe dReV QRW diVUXSW Whe
QeWZRUk. IQ Whe UelaWiYel\ QeaU fXWXUe, iW iV SRVVible WR iPagiQe
eYeU\RQe RUdeUiQg ZhaW Whe\ ZaQW, RU beiQg able WR Sa\ fRU WhiQgV,
ZiWhRXW haYiQg WR VWeS RXWVide. Will ZRPeQ SUefeU WR gR WR Whe
PaUkeW RU iQWR VhRSV, UaWheU WhaQ WaSSiQg aZa\ aW hRPe RQ a
ke\bRaUd? PRVVibl\ \eV, SRVVibl\ QR: iW iV a deciViRQ fRU WhRVe aW Whe
baVe.

SR WheUe aUe beWWeU WhiQgV WR dR WhaQ diVcRQQecWiQg iQfRUPaWiRQal
VWUXcWXUeV iQWR a PXlWiSliciW\ Rf leYelV, QeWV, cellV. ThiV WheViV, Zhich
UePaiQV WechQRcUaWic, iV Zell iQWeQWiRQed aQd haV Whe PeUiW Rf
WechQicall\ dePRQVWUaWiQg Whe adYaQWageV Rf a diʃeUeQWial
RUgaQi]aWiRQ Rf VSace aQd WiPe. IQ Whe caVe Rf a cUaVh RU aWWack,



diʃeUeQWiaWed QeWZRUkV caQ be VXbVWiWXWed fRU RQe aQRWheU. The
diʃeUeQWiaWed VWUXcWXUe fRUeVeeQ b\ WechQiciaQV dReV QRW e[WeQd WR
VaQcWiRQiQg Whe aXWonomoXs RSeUaWiRQ Rf SaUWial ceQWUeV; abRYe all, iW
dReV QRW giYe Whe ɻRRU WR WhRVe aW Whe baVe. HeQce iW dReV QRW UeVXlW
iQ Whe iQWURdXcWiRQ Rf self-managemenW iQWR iQfRUPaWiRQ WechQRlRg\.
TheVe PRUe ɻe[ible VchePaV fRUeVee cRXQWeU-SRZeUV, bXW RQl\ iQ
RUdeU WR ¶balaQce· Whe Ueal SRZeUV aQd deciViRQ-PakiQg ceQWUeV
ZiWhRXW diVWXUbiQg WheP. The TXeVWiRQ SRVed caQQRW be UeVRlYed
VRlel\ b\ PeaQV Rf WechQiTXe; iW iV poliWical, aQd Zill UePaiQ VR. IQ
VRcieW\ aV iQ aUW, WechQiTXe iV QRW aQ eQd bXW a PeaQV. A
fXQdaPeQWal cRPPRQSlace: eYeU\WhiQg deSeQdV RQ Whe Za\ iQ
Zhich WechQiTXe iV XVed, ZhR XVeV iW, aQd fRU ZhRP. CRQWURlliQg
iQfRUPaWiRQ, if WhaW iV SRVVible, UeTXiUeV acceSWiQg WhaW Whe baVe ²
alYeRlXV RU cell ² haV aQ acWiYe life, aQ e[iVWeQce aQd a VRcial fRUP,
aQd heQce a caSaciW\ fRU Velf-deWeUPiQaWiRQ. HeUe Ze Ue-eQcRXQWeU
Whe geQeUal SURblePaWic Rf Velf-PaQagePeQW, UeQdeUed VRPeZhaW
PRUe cRPSle[. The UelaWiRQV Rf Velf-PaQaged XQiWV, eQWeUSUiVeV RU
WeUUiWRUieV, aUe alUead\ iQ cRQɻicW ZiWh Whe PaUkeW aQd Whe VWaWe.
TheVe cRQɻicWXal UelaWiRQV iQWeUfeUe ZiWh Whe UelaWiRQV Rf WheVe XQiWV
WR iQfRUPaWiRQ WechQRlRg\. Will Velf-PaQagePeQW be Ueali]ed aQd
acWXali]ed b\ acTXiUiQg a cRQWeQW aQd PeaQiQg iQ iQfRUPaWiRQ
WechQRlRg\? OU Zill WechQRlRgical aQd SRliWical SUeVVXUeV UedXce
Velf-PaQagePeQW WR a VhaP? ThaW iV Whe TXeVWiRQ. The cRheUeQce Rf
hXPaQ gURXSV, VXch aV Whe VRciRlRgiVW habiWXall\ deɹQeV WheP, iV
PeUel\ a ɹcWiRQ, e[ceSW SRVVibl\ iQ Whe caVe Rf a SUeVVXUe gURXS. IQ
geQeUal, a VRcial gURXS haV a cRQcUeWe e[iVWeQce RQl\ if iW VeekV WR
cRQWURl iWV cRQdiWiRQV Rf e[iVWeQce, Rf liYiQg aQd VXUYiYiQg, aQd
VXcceedV iQ VR dRiQg. ThiV iV hRZ Velf-PaQagePeQW iV deɹQed.

We haYe Ueached Whe VWage Rf WXUQiQg ideRlRgical deɹQiWiRQV Rf
iQfRUPaWiRQ WechQRlRg\ back URXQd agaiQVW WheP: iQfRUPaWiRQ dReV
QRW SRVVeVV Whe TXaliW\, Whe caSaciW\, Rf conferring meaning RQ WhaW
Zhich dReV QRW SRVVeVV iW; RU Rf UeVWRUiQg iW WR WhaW Zhich haV lRVW iW.
OQ Whe cRQWUaU\: iQfRUPaWiRQ WechQRlRg\ cRXld Zell cRPSleWe Whe
deVWUXcWiRQ Rf PeaQiQg, b\ UeSlaciQg YalXe b\ VigQV, Whe WRWaliW\ b\
Whe cRPbiQaWRU\, Whe liYiQg ZRUd b\ Whe PeVVage (iQ claVVical WeUPV,
Whe VSiUiW b\ Whe leWWeU). WiWh Whe eQd Rf PeaQiQg, QRWhiQg ZRXld



haYe PeaQiQg ² iQfRUPaWiRQ QR PRUe WhaQ aQ\WhiQg elVe. (WRXld
WheUe VWill be aQ\WhiQg elVe?) WheUe PighW a UeVWRUaWiRQ, a
UebRXQdiQg, Rf PeaQiQg cRPe fURP?

IQfRUPaWiRQ caQ QR PRUe cUeaWe ViWXaWiRQV WhaQ iW caQ cUeaWe
PeaQiQg. IW caQ RQl\ WUaQVPiW ZhaW iV Vaid abRXW ViWXaWiRQV; iW
ViPXlaWeV RU diVViPXlaWeV ViWXaWiRQV, ZiWh WheiU cRQɻicWV. FURP Whe
VWaQdSRiQW Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ iWVelf, iW iV iPSRVVible QRW WR call XSRQ a
VRXUce RU UeVRXUce, aQ eUXSWiRQ Rf VXUSUiVeV, a VRcial QegaWiYe
eQWURS\, YiRleQW RU Sacif\iQg, iQQRYaWiYe aQd cUeaWiYe. ThiV caSaciW\
iV diVcRYeUed iQ Whe Velf-PaQagePeQW, Whe Velf-deWeUPiQaWiRQ, Rf
eʃecWiYe ceQWUeV Rf SRZeU, SaUWiall\ RU XWWeUl\ WUaQVgUeVViQg Whe
RUdeU Rf SRZeU. HeUe alRQe, WhRXghW aQd Whe deViUe WR VhaWWeU cRdeV
aQd cUeaWe QeZ cRdeV cRiQcide. FRXQdaWiRQal YiRleQce? NR, cUeaWiYe
WUaQVgUeVViRQ, be\RQd WUaQViWiRQV, PeaQV aQd aYeUageV, Pedia,
PRdeV aQd PRdelV.

Dail\ life VRPeWiPeV VeePV like Whe WhiQg Rf VXbVWaQce WhaW
SUeYeQWV fRUPV fURP YaQiVhiQg iQWR SXUe abVWUacWiRQ, aSSUR[iPaWiQg
QRWhiQgQeVV; aQd VRPeWiPeV like Whe Slace fURP Zhich Whe cRQWeQW
PighW aUiVe WhaW Zill WUaQVfRUP fRUPV, iQclXdiQg Whe VXSUePe fRUP:
iQfRUPaWiRQ.

OQl\ dail\ life caQ aWWach WR Whe ViWeV Rf SURdXcWiRQ aQd
cRQVXPSWiRQ ZhaW XQiWeV WheP, aQd \eW WeQdV WR becRPe deWached
fURP WheP: iQfRUPaWiRQ. HeQce Ze aUe dealiQg QRW ZiWh a dXaliW\, a
biQaU\ V\VWeP, RU bi-SRlaUiW\, bXW ZiWh a WUiadic UelaWiRQVhiS:
SURdXcWiRQ²cUeaWiRQ²iQfRUPaWiRQ.



CONCLUSION

ReVXlWV aQd PURVSecWV

1 The Middle Classes

MaU[ fRUecaVW WheiU diVVRlXWiRQ, eYeQ WheiU diVaSSeaUaQce, ZiWh Whe
SRlaU V\VWeP Rf SURleWaUiaW aQd bRXUgeRiVie aQd Whe eVVeQWial
cRQWUadicWiRQ beWZeeQ Whe WZR. ThiV ViPSliɹcaWiRQ beaUV a daWe; iW
PaUkV a ShaVe iQ MaU[·V WhiQkiQg UegaUded d\QaPicall\, aV
iQWellecWXal acWiYiW\ aQd UeVeaUch, QRW aV a ɹQiVhed WheRU\ aQd
V\VWeP. AW Whe eQd Rf ZhaW iV aQ XQɹQiVhed ZRUk, CapiWal, MaU[ ZaV
Rbliged WR UecRQVideU Whe SURSRViWiRQV he had SUeYiRXVl\ adYaQced,
iQ Whe lighW Rf a cRPSUeheQViYe aQal\ViV Rf Whe PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ
aQd VRcieW\ dRPiQaWed b\ caSiWal aQd Whe bRXUgeRiVie. The VXUYiYiQg
dUafWV iQdicaWe WhaW MaU[ did QRW VWick ZiWh a biQaU\ RSSRViWiRQ, bXW
UeiQVWaWed Whe WUiadic chaUacWeU Rf hiV aQal\ViV; he iQclXded laQd,
gURXQd UeQW aQd agUaUiaQ TXeVWiRQV iQ a WhUee-WeUP WRWaliW\: laQd²
caSiWal²labRXU. He ZaV likeZiVe Rbliged WR UeiQVWaWe WUade aQd Whe
bXUeaXcUac\ ² WhaW iV WR Va\, Whe fXQcWiRQV Rf Ueali]aWiRQ aQd
diVWUibXWiRQ Rf VXUSlXV-YalXe. IQ MaU[, VRcieW\ aV Ze SeUceiYe iW
aSSeaUed iQ all iWV cRPSle[iW\ ² PiQXV, RbYiRXVl\, Whe PRdaliWieV Rf
VRcial aQd SRliWical SUacWice WhaW MaU[ cRXld QRW SRVVibl\ haYe
fRUeVeeQ iQ hiV da\ (fRU e[aPSle, Whe ¶ZelfaUe VWaWe· ZiWh iWV
QeWZRUkV Rf UediVWUibXWiRQ, iQcRPe WUaQVfeUV, diUecW RU diVgXiVed
VXbVidieV): SUacWiceV WhaW ZeUe gUafWed RQ WR Ke\QeViaQiVP, a
diYeUViRQ Rf MaU[iVP.



IW iV QeYeUWheleVV Whe caVe WhaW, RQ WhiV iPSRUWaQW SRiQW, Hegel ZaV
UighW aQd MaU[ ZaV ZURQg. FRU a hiVWRUical SeUiRd ZhRVe dXUaWiRQ
caQQRW be SUedicWed, bXW ZhRVe eQd Ze caQ SRVVibl\ VeQVe WRda\, Whe
VWaWe haV had iWV VRcial baViV iQ Whe Piddle claVVeV, QRW iQ Whe
ZRUkiQg claVV. AV a UeVXlW, iW haV QRW ZiWheUed aZa\, aV MaU[
fRUecaVW, bXW, UaWheU, beeQ cRQVRlidaWed. SRPeWiPeV iW iV eUecWed RQ a
SUe-e[iVWiQg Piddle claVV; VRPeWiPeV iW SURdXceV RU geQeUaWeV Piddle
claVVeV, bXUeaXcUac\ aQd WechQRcUac\ ² aQd WhiV RfWeQ XQdeU Whe
gXiVe Rf dePRcUac\, eYeQ Rf Whe VRciali]aWiRQ Rf QaWiRQal life aQd
VRcieW\ aV a ZhRle.

We caQ jXVW aV eaVil\ Va\ Whe Piddle claVV aV Whe Piddle claVVes. IQ
facW, WhiV VRciR-ecRQRPic fRUPaWiRQ eYiQceV a gUeaW diYeUViW\ Rf
VWaQdaUdV Rf liYiQg, lifeVW\leV, iQWegUaWiRQ RU QRQ-iQWegUaWiRQ iQWR
SURdXcWiYe acWiYiWieV aQd iQVWiWXWiRQV. The WechQRVWUXcWXUe WhaW
fRUPV SaUW Rf Whe XSSeU Piddle claVVeV dReV QRW Pi[ ZiWh Whe gURXSV
UeVSRQVible fRU WUaQVPiWWiQg SRViWiYe kQRZledge, RU ZiWh lRZeU-leYel
WechQiciaQV. FRU VRPe \eaUV QRZ, WheUe haV beeQ a QeZ Piddle claVV,
cRPSUiViQg WechQiciaQV aQd WechQRcUaWV, ZiWhRXW WhiV eQWailiQg Whe
diVaSSeaUaQce Rf Whe Rld Piddle claVV cRPSRVed Rf dRcWRUV, laZ\eUV,
aQd PePbeUV Rf Whe libeUal SURfeVViRQV. HRZeYeU, WheUe iV a ceUWaiQ
hRPRgeQeiW\ WR Whe la\eUV ViWXaWed beWZeeQ Whe VXPPiW aQd Whe baVe
Rf VRcieW\, allRZiQg XV WR Walk abRXW Whe Piddle claVV.

The QXPeUical e[SaQViRQ Rf WheVe la\eUV aQd WhiV claVV RccXUV iQ
WaQdeP ZiWh ecRQRPic gURZWh iQ Whe caSiWaliVW PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ,
aQd alVR iQ VRcialiVP. ThiV iQcUeaVe haV beeQ SaUWicXlaUl\ PaUked iQ
Whe UQiWed SWaWeV. PeRSle haYe eYeQ ZaQWed WR baVe a QeZ fRUP Rf
VRcieW\ RQ Whe Piddle claVVeV: YalXeV, QRUPV, lifeVW\leV, eWhicV,
aeVWheWicV. BefRUe ePbaUkiQg RQ a cUiWiTXe Rf WhiV h\SRWheViV, Ze
VhRXld Uecall hRZ ɻXid claVV bRXQdaUieV aUe becRPiQg. The PRVW
cRPfRUWabl\ Rʃ VecWiRQ Rf Whe Piddle claVVeV ² VeQiRU PaQageUial
VWaʃ ² iV clRVel\ adjaceQW WR Whe ¶PaQageUV· aQd Whe grande
boXrgeoisie, ZheUeaV a gXlf VeSaUaWeV WheP fURP Whe haXWe boXrgeoisie,
RU Whe diUecWRUV Rf glRbal eQWeUSUiVeV. AV fRU jXQiRU PaQageUial VWaʃ ²
WhaW iV WR Va\, jXQiRU WechQiciaQV ² WhiV VWUaWXP iV VcaUcel\
diVWiQgXiVhable fURP ZhaW LeQiQ SejRUaWiYel\ dXbbed Whe ¶labRXU



aUiVWRcUac\· (ZURQgl\, ViQce WhiV la\eU RU VWUaWXP ZRXld aSSeaU WR be
bRWh URbXVW aQd caSable Rf SRliWical iQiWiaWiYeV).

The QXPeUical UiVe Rf Whe Piddle claVVeV eQableV XV WR XQdeUVWaQd
PaQ\ facWV aQd SheQRPeQa aW all leYelV. IQ eʃecW, Ze aUe faced ZiWh
a VRcieW\ iQ Zhich Whe Piddle claVVeV aUe ideologicall\ predominanW
XQdeU Whe hegemon\ Rf big caSiWal. The UeVXlW, iQ SaUWicXlaU, iV Whe
cRQVRlidaWiRQ Rf Whe VWaWe aQd Whe iQQRYaWiRQV bRXQd XS ZiWh iW: Whe
facW WhaW, fURP a ceUWaiQ daWe RQZaUdV, Whe adPiQiVWUaWRUV Rf VRcieW\
haYe baQked RQ Whe dRPeVWic PaUkeW; Whe PRUe RU leVV VXcceVVfXl
aWWePSWV WR iQcRUSRUaWe Whe XQiRQV iQWR e[iVWiQg iQVWiWXWiRQV; Whe
diɽcXlWieV aQd diYiViRQV ZiWhiQ Whe ZRUkiQg claVV; Whe iQWURdXcWiRQ
Rf QeZ WechQiTXeV; aQd VR RQ. PeRSle haYe TXeVWiRQed ZheWheU
¶SaVViYe UeYRlXWiRQV· iQ Whe GUaPVciaQ VeQVe dR QRW deUiYe fURP Whe
ValieQce Rf Whe Piddle claVVeV, Zhich aUe iQdeed SaVViYe, RbjecWV Rf
SRliWicV aQd QRW acWiYe VXbjecWV ² Zhich ZRXld aYRid iPSXWiQg
UeVSRQVibiliW\ WR Whe SaVViYiW\ Rf Whe ZRUkiQg claVV. The allegedl\
¶UeYRlXWiRQaU\· WUaQVfeU WR Whe VWaWe Rf acWiYiWieV WhaW SUeYiRXVl\ fell
WR Whe dRPiQaQW claVV ² iQ SaUWicXlaU, VXSeUYiViRQ Rf Whe cRQdiWiRQV
Rf VXUSlXV-YalXe, accXPXlaWiRQ, iQ VhRUW, gURZWh ² aVVXPeV a
VXSSRUW. The VWaWe WhaW beQeɹWV fURP WhiV WUaQVfeU haV beeQ able WR
ɹQd VXch a VXSSRUW RQl\ aPRQg Whe Piddle claVVeV. The WheViV,
ZideVSUead iQ Whe UQiWed SWaWeV, Rf a cXlWXUal UeYRlXWiRQ Yia Whe
ageQc\ Rf Whe Piddle claVVeV dReV QRW VWaQd XS. OQl\ Whe e[iVWeQce
Rf Whe Piddle claVVeV PakeV iW SRVVible fRU Whe ZelfaUe VWaWe WR
eleYaWe iWVelf abRYe VRcieW\; WhiV VWaWe ɹQdV iWV UeVRXUceV, iWV
SeUVRQQel, iWV SaVViYe ¶VXbjecWV·, iQ iWV VRcial baVe. CRQVeTXeQWl\, iW
caQ la\ claiP WR Whe YiUWXeV aSSURSUiaWe WR acWiYe ¶VXbjecWV·:
cRPSeWeQce, YigRXU, hRQeVW adPiQiVWUaWiRQ, aQd VR RQ. ThaW Vaid,
WheVe VWUaWa aQd claVVeV SRVVeVV QR cUeaWiYe caSaciW\; Whe\ caQQRW
iQVWiWXWe eiWheU fRUPV RU YalXeV; cRQVXPiQg Whe SURdXcWV Rf Whe
cXlWXUe iQdXVWU\, Whe\ aUe iQcaSable Rf cUeaWiQg a cXlWXUe, VWill leVV a
ciYili]aWiRQ ZRUWh\ Rf Whe QaPe; Whe\ PaUk RXW Whe URad WR decliQe.
WheQce VRPe PajRU PalaiVeV: Whe\ VeUYe aV aQ eʃecWiYe WRRl fRU
baUUiQg Whe Za\ WR Whe ZRUkiQg claVV, Zhich Whe\ VWiɻe eYeQ aV Whe
VWUaWeg\ Rf SRZeU iV fUagPeQWiQg iW. The\ SURSRVe RU iPSRVe models
Rf all VRUWV, SRliWical aV Zell aV cXlWXUal. M\VWiɹcaWRU\ QeRlibeUaliVP,



Zhich cRQcealed Zide-UaQgiQg ecRQRPicR-SRliWical RSeUaWiRQV, ZaV
eQRXgh WR VaWiVf\ a VigQiɹcaQW VecWiRQ Rf Whe Piddle claVVeV.

CaQ iW laVW? NR. TR SUeVeQW WhiV ¶RUdeU· aV deɹQiWe RU deɹQiWiYe, WR
belieYe WhaW claVVeV aUe beiQg UeabVRUbed iQWR VWUaWa, iV VheeU
P\VWiɹcaWiRQ. The Piddle claVVeV SRVVeVV QR XQif\iQg SUiQciSle,
alWhRXgh Whe\ feaWXUe iQ Whe geQeUal hRPRgeQeiW\. The\ aUe diYided.
SRPe iQdiYidXalV aQd gURXSV WeQd WRZaUdV Whe RighW, aQd VRPeWiPeV
WRZaUdV UighW-ZiQg e[WUePiVP; RWheUV WeQd WR Whe LefW, eYeQ WR XlWUa-
lefWiVP. MRUeRYeU, Whe\ haYe QRW beeQ iPPXQe fURP aWWackV b\ Whe
VWaWe-SRliWical SRZeU Whe\ helSed WR RUgaQi]e. IQ FUaQce, fRU
e[aPSle, WhiV SRZeU haV aWWePSWed WR Pake iW iPSRVVible fRU
XQiYeUViWieV WR iQWeUYeQe SRliWicall\. BXW Ze dR QRW haYe Whe VSace
heUe fRU a clRVeU VWXd\ Rf WheVe Piddle la\eUV, RU WheiU UelaWiRQV ZiWh
Whe VWaWe aQd VRcieW\. IW PXVW VXɽce WR cRQVideU WheP iQ Whe lighW Rf
Whe eYeU\da\.

IW iV ZiWhiQ Whe Piddle claVVeV ² iQ Whe Piddle Rf WhiV Piddle ² WhaW
PRdeUQ dail\ life iV cRQVWiWXWed aQd eVWabliVhed. ThiV iV ZheUe iW
becRPeV a PRdel; VWaUWiQg fURP WhiV ViWe, iW iV diʃXVed XSZaUdV aQd
dRZQZaUdV. FRUPeUl\, PRdeV aQd PRdelV deUiYed fURP Whe
aUiVWRcUac\ RU Whe grande boXrgeoisie iQ iWV belle ppoqXe. IQ Whe cRXUVe
Rf ZhaW aUe called PRdeUQ WiPeV, Whe Piddle iPSRVeV iWV laZ. IW gReV
ZiWhRXW Va\iQg WhaW WhiV laZ haV QRW beeQ geQeUali]ed, aQd WhaW iW
caQQRW achieYe eTXiYaleQW XQiYeUValiW\ WR Whe hiVWRUical cRPSURPiVe
beWZeeQ a decliQiQg aUiVWRcUac\ aQd UiViQg bRXUgeRiVie iQ Whe
eighWeeQWh ceQWXU\. VaUiRXV caWegRUieV aUe e[ePSW fURP Whe PRdelV
(cXlWXUal aQd SUacWical) geQeUaWed ZiWhiQ Whe Piddle claVV: Whe haXWe
boXrgeoisie, Whe eVWabliVhPeQW aW a WUaQVQaWiRQal leYel, Whe jeW VeW WhaW
PRYeV fURP Salace WR Salace RU liYeV RQ \achWV ² aQd, RQ Whe RWheU
haQd, Whe ¶lRZeU claVV·, Zhich dReV QRW eYeQ haYe acceVV WR Whe
eYeU\da\. SR WhaW Ze haYe had WR diVWiQgXiVh iQfUa- aQd VXSUa-dail\
life fURP dail\ life iWVelf. ThiV ViWXaWeV iW. The ¶lRZeU· aQd Whe ¶XSSeU·
claVV aUe iQ a cRQdiWiRQ Rf ¶VXUYiYal·, bXW QRW iQ Whe VaPe Za\: VXb-
life fRU Whe fRUPeU, h\SeU-life fRU Whe laWWeU. AV a PRdel RU PRde Rf
cRQVXPSWiRQ (Whe WeUP PRde beiQg cRQVWUXed iQ iWV WZiQ VeQVe Rf
iUUeViVWible fad aQd Za\ Rf beiQg), bXW alVR aV iQVeUWiRQ aQd
iQWegUaWiRQ iQWR Whe VRcial, dail\ life WhXV haV a highl\ deWeUPiQaWe



Slace Rf RUigiQ aQd fRUPaWiRQ. TRgeWheU ZiWh iWV PRdaliWieV:
dRPeVWic aSSliaQceV, Whe XVe Rf VSace aQd WiPe, cRPSXWeU
eTXiSPeQW, Whe caU RU caUV. ThiV VeW deɹQeV QRW a VW\le Rf liYiQg bXW a
lifeVW\le. The WeUP ¶VW\le· UefeUV WR aQ aeVWheWic RU eWhical beaUiQg iQ
Zhich Whe Piddle claVVeV aUe SUeciVel\ lackiQg. AV fRU lifeVW\le, iW iV
eaVil\ deɹQed: iW iV Whe eYeU\da\ iWVelf. The SUedRPiQaQce Rf Whe
Piddle claVVeV haV UeSeUcXVViRQV iQ ZhaW iV called cXlWXUe ² WhaW iV WR
Va\, eWhicV aQd aeVWheWicV. IQcaSable Rf cUeaWiQg QeZ YalXeV, Whe
Piddle claVVeV cUeaWe Whe RSSRViWiRQ beWZeeQ cRQfRUPiVP aQd QRQ-
cRQfRUPiVP. EWhicV iV cRQfXVed ZiWh cRQfRUPiVP, Zhile aeVWheWicV iV
iQɻecWed WRZaUdV QRQ-cRQfRUPiVP.

TechQRlRgical illXViRQV, P\VWiɹcaWiRQV aQd XWRSiaV aUe aWWUibXWable
WR Whe SUedRPiQaQce Rf Whe Piddle claVVeV iQ cRQdiWiRQV Rf caSiWaliVW
hegePRQ\. APRQg WheP iV Whe illXViRQ WhaW dail\ life beiQg
eVWabliVhed iQ aQd WhURXgh SRViWiYe kQRZledge iQYRlYeV Whe deaWh Rf
liYed e[SeUieQce: aQ iQVigQiɹcaQW facW. ThiV illXViRQ iV e[SlRiWed iQ
all VRUWV Rf Za\V b\ SRZeU aQd iQfRUPaWiRQ WechQRlRg\ alike. HRZ
PaQ\ SeRSle WhiQk WhePVelYeV YeU\ hXPaQ becaXVe Whe\ Well RWheUV
hRZ Whe\ VhRXld liYe, fURP PeQXV WR clRWhiQg, fURP hRXViQg WR
edXcaWiQg childUeQ! AV if a VRcieW\ iQ Zhich iW iV QeceVVaU\ WR
SUeVcUibe aQd deVcUibe Whe dail\ life WhaW iW iQVWiWXWeV dReV QRW
cRQdePQ iWVelf VRlel\ b\ YiUWXe Rf WhiV facW. The P\Wh Rf
WUaQVSaUeQc\ aQd iWV ideRlRg\ eQd WhXV: Whe VXbVWiWXWiRQ Rf a
PelaQchRl\ VcieQce fRU liYed e[SeUieQce aQd a ga\ VcieQce; Whe
adPiQiVWUaWiRQ Rf dail\ life accRUdiQg WR PRdelV, PRdeV aQd
PRdaliWieV WhaW aUe PiPeWicall\ cRQQecWed.

TheVe UaWheU caXVWic RbVeUYaWiRQV dR QRW eQWail UejecWiRQ aQd
cRQdePQaWiRQ Rf eYeU\WhiQg RUigiQaWiQg iQ Whe Piddle claVVeV. FaU
fURP iW. SXch a UejecWiRQ caUUieV Whe PaUk Rf VecWaUiaQiVP. WRPeQ·V
PRYePeQWV RUigiQaWe aPRQg QeiWheU ZRUkeUV QRU Whe bRXUgeRiVie.
EYideQWl\ UefRUPiVW, WheiU dePaQdV WUaQVfRUP QeiWheU Whe eYeU\da\,
QRU Whe PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ; Whe\ aUe, fRU e[aPSle, cRQWeQW WR
iPSURYe Whe diYiViRQ Rf labRXU aW Whe leYel Rf dail\ life.

The facW WhaW Whe PRVW cRPfRUWabl\ Rʃ Piddle claVV VeekV WR
UeRccXS\ Whe ceQWUe Rf laUge WRZQV dReV QRW PiliWaWe agaiQVW
ceQWUaliW\ aQd Whe UeQRYaWiRQ Rf Whe ceQWUeV. IW ViPSl\ dePRQVWUaWeV



WhaW WhRVe cRQceUQed, beiQg VeQVible fRlk, aSSUeciaWe WhaW eYeU\da\
life iV PRUe SleaVaQW iQ WRZQV, fRU all WheiU dUaZbackV, WhaQ iQ
iVRlaWed RXWVkiUWV. FRU a lRQg WiPe, ZhR did QRW deViUe a cRXQWU\
hRXVe RU UeVideQce? The PRdel aQd PRde RQce agaiQ caPe fURP a
VecWiRQ Rf Whe Piddle claVVeV, Whe PeaVXUeV WakeQ b\ Whe SRliWical
aXWhRUiWieV faYRXUiQg WheiU e[SaQViRQ. DiVillXViRQPeQW fRllRZed.
UUbaQ UecRQVWUXcWiRQ ² ceQWUeV aQd PRQXPeQWV ² caQ VWiPXlaWe a
QeZ faVhiRQ. IW iV RQl\ a SiW\ WhaW ZRUkeUV abaQdRQed SRViWiRQV Whe\
RQce RccXSied iQ ceUWaiQ PajRU WRZQV aQd ciWieV ZiWhRXW PXch
UeViVWaQce. IQ WhiV UeVSecW, Whe caVe Rf PaUiV iV e[ePSlaU\. WhR ZaV
UeVSRQVible fRU Whe ZiWhdUaZal? ThiV iV QRW Whe Slace WR aQVZeU WhaW
TXeVWiRQ.

ThXV, iQ Whe WZeQWieWh ceQWXU\, Whe Piddle claVVeV SURYided Whe
ViWe ZheUe Whe eYeU\da\ aQd iWV PRdelV WRRk VhaSe, bXW alVR SURWeVW
aQd cRQWeVWaWiRQ, aV Zell aV UaWheU QaiYe aWWePSWV WR WUaQVfRUP aQd
WUaQVɹgXUe WhiQgV WhaW ZeUe becRPiQg eVWabliVhed: PRdeV Rf ɹcWiRQ,
Rf Whe VXSeUQaWXUal, Whe VXUUeal, Whe iPagiQaU\, PRdeUQiVP, aQd VR
RQ. HeUe WRR aURVe Whe P\VWiɹcaWiRQ Rf a cXlWXUal UeYRlXWiRQ b\ Whe
Piddle claVVeV aQd WheiU Za\V Rf life, deVWiQed iQ WhiV QRYeliVWic
ɹcWiRQ WR abRliVh claVVeV b\ abVRUbiQg Whe YaUiRXV caWegRUieV Rf
ZRUkeUV. ThiV ɹcWiRQ iV becRPiQg ideRlRg\ iQ Whe UQiWed SWaWeV, aQd
cRXld VSUead WR EXURSe. The MaU[iVW cXUUeQW Rf WhRXghW haV QRW
challeQged iW VXcceVVfXll\, fRU iW cRQWiQXeV WR baQk RQ Whe ZRUkiQg
claVV aV if iWV e[iVWeQce aV a claVV aQd a SRliWical VXbjecW ZeUe Velf-
eYideQW.

TR Walk abRXW PRdelV aQd PRdeV iV alVR WR Walk abRXW iPiWaWiRQ.
MiPeViV UXleV, bXW a PRdel iV acceSWed RQl\ ZheQ SeRSle feel WhaW iW
UeɻecWV ZhaW iV PRVW SURfRXQd abRXW WheP, aQd heQce ZheQ iW iV
¶fUeel\· acceSWed.

The cUiWiTXe Rf dail\ life e[SRVeV WhiV ViWXaWiRQ. IW dePRQVWUaWeV
WhaW ZiWh Whe SUedRPiQaQce Rf Whe Piddle claVVeV eYeU\WhiQg
becRPeV illXVRU\ ceUWaiQW\ aQd SURblePaWic. The ZRUd ¶SURbleP·
feaWXUeV iQ aQ iQcalcXlable QXPbeU Rf e[SUeVViRQV. AQd ZhaW a lRW Rf
UeVeaUcheUV WheUe aUe! AQd UeVeaUch! PeRSle VeaUch aQd VeaUch
ZiWhRXW ɹQdiQg aQ\WhiQg YeU\ PXch. RaWheU WhaQ oeXYres, Ze haYe
eVVa\V, aWWePSWV, cURVV-UefeUeQceV, RYeUWXUeV. The ZRUd ¶SURbleP· iV



becRPiQg iQWRleUable, \eW hRZ iV iW WR be aYRided? HRZ, geWWiQg
WhURXgh WR Whe eQd Rf Whe QighW, caQ Ze cURVV Whe SURbleP ]RQe WhaW
iV QRWhiQg bXW a V\PSWRP Rf WRWal cUiViV?

AUe Whe iQQRYaWiRQV iQ aQd WhURXgh Whe Piddle claVVeV beiQg
cRQVRlidaWed? ThiV iV a diɽcXlW TXeVWiRQ WR aQVZeU. The PRdeV aQd
PRdelV Rf cRQVXPSWiRQ? The\ TXickl\ becRPe RbVRleVceQW; a kiQd Rf
febUile SVeXdR-d\QaPic, YiVible iQ adYeUWiViQg caPSaigQV, caUUieV
WheP Rʃ: WheUe aUe alZa\V QeZ WhiQgV, aQd beWWeU WhiQgV, fRU dRiQg
Whe VaPe WhiQg.

The Piddle VWUaWa aQd claVVeV lack VXbVWaQce. The\ aUe WhUeaWeQed
ZiWh diVlRcaWiRQ aQd diViQWegUaWiRQ. TheiU SRliWical SaUWieV caQQRW
gXaUaQWee RU UeVWRUe WheiU cRheViRQ. The eliWiVP WR Zhich Whe\ giYe
UiVe cRQWUaVWV ZiWh Whe SURfRXQd VWXSidiW\ Rf VhRUW-VighWed SeRSle
ZhR belieYe Whe\ haYe VRXQd jXdgePeQW aQd gRRd WaVWe aQd aUe fXll
Rf gRRd VeQVe, ZheQ iQ facW Whe\ SRVVeVV RQl\ a PeagUe kQRZ-hRZ,
aQd Whe cRURllaU\ Rf WheiU diVWiQcWiRQ iV YXlgaUiW\.

2 The Abstract²Concrete and the Fictitious²Real

A PRde Rf VRcial e[iVWeQce haV gUadXall\ ePeUged, cRQɹUPiQg RWheU
VWXdieV: Whe ɹcWiWiRXV²Ueal aQd Whe abVWUacW²cRQcUeWe. The PRde Rf
SURdXcWiRQ iQYRlYeV aQd eQWailV a PRde Rf e[iVWeQce. The Ueal? IW
e[iVWV; \eW iW QR lRQgeU cRUUeVSRQdV WR Whe claVVical QRWiRQ:
VRPeWhiQg VRlid, beiQg, iQdeSeQdeQW Rf all VXbjecWiYiW\, all PeQWal RU
VRcial acWiYiW\. ThiV RbjecW iV WheUe. IWV Slace deSeQdV RQ a chRice, a
deciViRQ. IWV UealiW\ likeZiVe, ViQce iW iV Whe UeVXlW Rf a SURdXcWiRQ
ZhRVe fXQcWiRQ, fRUP, VWUXcWXUe, aQd eYeQ PaWeUial haYe beeQ
SUedeWeUPiQed. IWV VRcial RbjecWiYiW\ haV QRWhiQg iQ cRPPRQ ZiWh
Whe RbjecWiYiW\ Rf Whe Whings Rf QaWXUe, Zhich VeUYed aV a PRdel fRU
ShilRVRSheUV. The UealiW\ Rf Whe SURdXcW VhRXld be diVWiQgXiVhed
fURP Whe UealiW\ aWWUibXWed WR ¶WhiQgV·, bXW iW iV diɽcXlW WR
diʃeUeQWiaWe iW. AVVigQed a VigQiɹcaWiRQ cRQQecWed ZiWh a XVe, Whe
SURdXced RbjecW eQWeUV iQWR PXlWiSle QeWZRUkV: iW SaVVeV WhURXgh Whe
PaUkeW, aQ iQWeUPediaWe bXW iPSRUWaQW VWage. IW iV WheQ WhaW iW iV RQ
Whe YeUge Rf beiQg abVRUbed iQWR laQgXage aQd VigQV, ZiWhRXW WhiV



deUeali]iQg abVRUSWiRQ beiQg accRPSliVhed aQd ¶Ueali]ed·. The
SURdXced RbjecW WhXV cURVVeV WhURXgh abVWUacWiRQ, QeYeU YaQiVheV
iQWR iW, aQd \eW QeYeU TXiWV iW. The abVWUacW iV QRW Whe dXSlicaWe Rf
VRPeWhiQg cRQcUeWe, bXW Whe abVWUacW aQd Whe cRQcUeWe aUe
iQVeSaUable, aQd WheiU XQiW\ PakeV XS Whe eYeU\da\. CUiWical aQal\ViV
Rf dail\ life iV WhXV ViWXaWed iQ a UegiRQ WhaW iV diɽcXlW WR gUaVS aQd
e[SUeVV. The cRQcUeWe e[iVWeQce Rf RbjecWV WhURXgh Whe abVWUacW
aVViPilaWeV WheP WR abVWUacW idealiWieV WhaW lead WR SUacWical, cRQcUeWe
acWiRQV: laZ, UighW, Whe accRUd beWZeeQ ZillV SURPRWed WR Whe WiWle Rf
cRQWUacW, aQd VR RQ. ThXV, Whe abVWUacW²cRQcUeWe aQd Whe ɹcWiWiRXV²
Ueal, iQ WheiU aPbigXiW\ aQd dXaliW\, e[WeQd fURP ViPSle SURdXcWV WR
PajRU iQcaUQaWiRQV Rf SRViWiYe kQRZledge, SRVVeVViRQV aQd SRZeU;
fURP hXPble babbliQg WR higheU bUaiQ acWiYiW\, WR Whe ePSiUe Rf
VigQV aQd Whe iQfRUPaWiRQ ZiWh Zhich WhiV ePSiUe eQdV. IQ Whe
cRXUVe Rf WhiV eQRUPRXV deSlR\PeQW, WheUe iV QR UXSWXUe RU
diVcRQWiQXiW\. FURP dail\ life WR Whe VWaWe, Whe PRde Rf e[iVWeQce
dReV QRW alWeU fXQdaPeQWall\. YeW Whe YaUiRXV degUeeV Rf WhiV
deSlR\PeQW dR QRW Wall\. The\ cRQceal RQe aQRWheU. Dail\ life PaVkV
Whe VWaWe leYel Zhile UefeUUiQg Whe UeɻecWiYe cRQVciRXVQeVV WR iW.
LikeZiVe, VecXUiW\ PeaVXUeV, Zhich aUe ViPXlWaQeRXVl\ ɹcWiWiRXV aQd
Ueal, UefeU WR PeQaceV WhaW aUe QR leVV ɹcWiWiRXV aQd QR leVV Ueal.
Dail\ life cRQcealV aQd cRQWaiQV Whe VWaWe, bXW Whe WZR WakeQ WRgeWheU
PaVk Whe WUagic elePeQW Whe\ cRQWaiQ. IQ WhiV Za\, dail\ life eQWeUV
iQWR Whe V\VWeP Rf eTXiYaleQWV gXaUaQWeed b\ Whe VWaWe. BXW Whe
ideQWical, Whe UeSeWiWiYe aQd Whe UedXQdaQW aSSeaU diʃeUeQWl\ iQ
dail\ life aQd iQ Whe VWaWe. The VWaWe SURPXlgaWeV ideQWiW\ ² WhaW Rf
all ¶VXbjecWV· iQ Whe geQeUal RUdeU ² alWhRXgh iW Pa\ PeaQ
VXbVeTXeQWl\ cRQWUadicWiQg WhiV SURPXlgaWiRQ, aQd ciUcXPYeQWiQg iWV
RZQ laZ. AV fRU dail\ life, iW eQdXUeV ideQWiW\, UedXQdaQc\ aQd
UeSeWiWiRQ ZiWhRXW XQdeUVWaQdiQg WheP.

CRPSaUed ZiWh Whe W\SeV aQd PRdelV deUiYed eiWheU fURP
ShilRVRSh\ RU fURP VcieQce, WhiV iV a XQiTXe PRde Rf e[iVWeQce. IW iV
QRW a VXbVWaQWial RU eVVeQWial PRde Rf e[iVWeQce. HeQce Whe
iPSUeVViRQ Rf eVcaSe, (bad) dUeaP, eYeQ XQUealiW\ cRQYe\ed b\ dail\
life, bXW alVR b\ Whe VWaWe-SRliWical, ZheQ WhRXghW aWWePSWV WR deɹQe
WheP. ThiV iV QR lRQgeU Whe PRde Rf e[iVWeQce Rf a UelaWiRQ beWZeeQ



WZR WeUPV, a UelaWiRQ WhaW caQ be gUaVSed ² VR WhaW, accRUdiQg WR
SRViWiYiVP, WheUe iV QR Qeed WR deɹQe Whe WeUPV iQ WhePVelYeV.
RelaWiRQV iQ dail\ life, aV iQ Whe SRliWical aQd Whe ecRQRPic, diVclRVe
Whe WeUPV Whe\ cRQQecW; Whe\ declaUe WheP. PRViWiYiVP aQd
ePSiUiciVP, Zhich claiP WR Pake dR ZiWh UelaWiRQV, RYeUlRRk ZhaW iV
PRVW iPSRUWaQW iQ Whe VRcial. FRU iWV SaUW, cUiWical kQRZledge caQ
RQl\ iQdicaWe aQ aPbigXiW\, a cRQWUadicWiRQ WhaW iV PaVked aQd
cU\VWalli]ed iQ a SVeXdR-kQRZledge, Zhich iV QeYeUWheleVV ¶Ueali]ed·
RQ Whe gURXQd.

OYeU aQd abRYe ZhaW ShilRVRSheUV WhRXghW WR deɹQe aV WUXWh aQd
falViW\, WheUe WhXV deYelRSV Whe Ueal²XQUeal. The VWaWe iWVelf VXPV XS
WheVe SaUadR[eV: ɹcWiWiRXV bXW WeUUibl\ Ueal; abVWUacW bXW eYeU VR
cRQcUeWe. IW iV WhXV WhaW iW iV Whe ke\VWRQe aQd \eW ¶resWs· RQ WhiV
fRXQdaWiRQ, dail\ life.

ThiV ViWXaWiRQ, Zhich iV iQWRleUable aQd \eW WRleUaWed, dRXbWleVV
accRXQWV fRU aQRWheU SaUadR[: Whe UeWXUQ iQ VWUeQgWh Rf (aQd WR) Whe
SacUed. The SacUed VeePiQgl\ eVcaSeV aPbigXiW\. IW giYeV Whe
iPSUeVViRQ Rf VWUeQgWh, Rf WUXe aQd aXWheQWicall\ cRQcUeWe being,
ZheWheU Ze aUe dealiQg ZiWh Whe VigQV Rf Whe ]Rdiac, Whe SUeachiQg
Rf a fRUeigQ UeligiRQ, RU Whe WUadiWiRQV Rf Whe eVWabliVhed chXUch. The
PRVW YeQeUable ZRUdV acTXiUe Whe aSSeal Rf geQXiQe QRYelW\; Whe\
ePeUge eiWheU WhURXgh SaWhRV RU WhURXgh eWhRV, abRYe WhiV gleaPiQg
RU beQighWed XQUealiW\ WhaW Ze call Whe ¶VRcial· iQ cRQWePSRUaU\
VRcieW\.

The SUecediQg accRXQW iV WhXV ViWXaWed RQ Whe bRUdeUV Rf
ShilRVRSh\ aQd Whe VRcial VcieQceV. PhilRVRShical caWegRUieV ² Ueal
aQd XQUeal, aSSeaUaQce aQd eVVeQce ² aUe ePbRdied iQ dail\ life, bXW
e[WeQdiQg be\RQd WhePVelYeV WR be iQWegUaWed iQWR elePeQWV deUiYed
fURP Whe YaUiRXV fUagPeQWed VcieQceV. Dail\ life iV QRW iQVcUibed iQ
RQe Rf Whe SaUWial dRPaiQV RU ɹeldV. IQ RUdeU WR deeSeQ iWVelf, iWV
cRQceSW Vei]eV ZhaW iW QeedV, aQd ZhaW iV iWV b\ UighW, aQ\ZheUe aQd
eYeU\ZheUe. The cRQceSW Rf dail\ life iV, iQ iWV faVhiRQ,
cRPSUeheQViYe; iQ Whe cRXUVe Rf iWV deSlR\PeQW, iW cRQceUQV aQd
iQWeUURgaWeV Whe WRWaliW\. TR Veek WR gUaVS aQd deɹQe dail\ life aW iWV
aSSaUeQW leYel, Whe micro ² PicUR-deciViRQV, PicUR-eʃecWV ² iV WR leW



iW VliS; WR Veek WR gUaVS Whe PacUR ZiWhRXW iW iV likeZiVe WR leW Whe
WRWaliW\ VliS.

The cRQclXViRQ Rf WhiV ZRUk Zill be delibeUaWel\
PeWaShilRVRShical, WhiV WeUP eQcRPSaVViQg ShilRVRSh\ Zhile
caUU\iQg iW be\RQd iWVelf. IQ accRUdaQce ZiWh Whe ShilRVRShical
aSSURach, iW WXUQV WRZaUdV ZhaW XQdeUlieV dail\ life iQ WiPe aQd
VSace, WRZaUdV Whe RUigiQ aQd hiVWRU\, WRZaUdV Whe VXUSaVVed aQd
VXSeUVeded. BXW iW alVR lRRkV WR ZhaW e[ceedV Whe acWXal, WR Whe
SRVVible aQd Whe iPSRVVible. PhilRVRSh\ haV QeYeU gRQe VR faU aV WR
dePaQd RU SURclaiP a SURjecW fRU VRcieW\ RU a SURjecW fRU
ciYili]aWiRQ. AW Whe highSRiQW Rf UeVeaUch, Whe VXPPiW Rf ShilRVRSh\,
Hegel ViPSl\ VXggeVWed a SRliWical PRdel: Whe VWaWe fRXQded RQ
abVRlXWe kQRZledge. PhilRVRShical XWRSia, like WechQRcUaWic XWRSia,
PXVW be VXUPRXQWed iQ Whe QaPe Rf dail\ life.

(a)¬ ¬ If UeYRlXWiRQ ² iQ RWheU ZRUdV, Whe Uadical WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ Rf
VRcieW\ ² caQQRW haYe aV iWV gRal aQd eQd eiWheU faVWeU gURZWh RU
a PeUe chaQge Rf SRliWical SeUVRQQel, iW caQ RQl\ haYe aV iWV gRal
aQd eQd Whe WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ Rf dail\ life.

(b)¬¬AV haV alUead\ beeQ eVWabliVhed RQ PaQ\ RccaViRQV, WhiV iPSlieV
QRW ]eUR gURZWh RU UedXced gURZWh, bXW diʃeUeQW gURZWh ² WhaW
iV WR Va\, qXaliWaWiYe deYelopmenW, aQd heQce a gUeaWeU cRPSle[iW\,
QRW a ViPSliɹcaWiRQ, Rf VRcial UelaWiRQV.

(c)¬¬ThiV eTXall\ iPSlieV a diʃeUeQW Za\ Rf liYiQg, e[WeQdiQg WR Whe
cUeaWiRQ Rf a QeZ VRcial VSace, a diʃeUeQW VRcial WiPe; Whe
cUeaWiRQ Rf a diʃeUeQW PRde Rf e[iVWeQce Rf VRcial UelaWiRQV aQd
diʃeUeQW ViWXaWiRQV, libeUaWed fURP PRdelV WhaW UeSURdXce Whe
e[iVWiQg RUdeU.

(d)¬ ¬ ThiV alVR aVVXPeV a diʃeUeQW fRUP Rf WhRXghW, WR be deɹQed
laWeU. LeW Pe Va\ VWUaighW aZa\: WR be deɹQed Zhile WakiQg
accRXQW Rf Whe QegaWiYe. The SURjecW iV WhXV QRW WR kQRZ RU
UecRgQi]e dail\ life, iQ RUdeU WR acceSW RU aɽUP iW aV VXch iQ Whe
QaPe Rf SRViWiYe kQRZledge, bXW, RQ Whe cRQWUaU\, WR cUeaWe iW b\



cRQWURlliQg iWV aPbigXiW\. ThXV Whe SURjecW QR lRQgeU cRQViVWV iQ
XQfRldiQg dail\ life WR diVclRVe ZhaW iV cRQcealed iQ iW (ɹUVW
YeUViRQ Rf Whe CriWiqXe); RU iQ aQ eʃRUW WR WUaQVceQd iW (VecRQd
YeUViRQ), bXW iQ a PeWaPRUShRViV WhURXgh acWiRQ aQd ZRUkV ²
heQce WhURXgh WhRXghW, SReWU\, lRYe. OQce Ze haYe RbWaiQed
kQRZledge Rf iW aQd deɹQed iW, Ze PXVW leaYe iW ZiWhRXW
heViWaWiQg befRUe Whe UiVk Ze face: Whe UiVk Rf iQYRlYePeQW. Dail\
life iV ViPXlWaQeRXVl\ Whe aUeQa aQd Whe WRWal VWake.

CRQWePSRUaU\ VRcieW\ iV ViQkiQg iQWR hiddeQ cRQWUadicWiRQV Zhich
fRUP VXch a WighW kQRW WhaW SeRSle dR QRW kQRZ Zhich eQd WR
aSSURach iW fURP iQ RUdeU WR XQUaYel iW. IW iV beWWeU WR VeYeU iW.

HeUe iV a cRQWUadicWiRQ iQdicaWed en roXWe, Zhich VeePV PiQRU bXW
haV VRPe VeUiRXV iPSlicaWiRQV. MRdeUQ VRcieW\ diVSRVeV Rf deaWh.
PeRSle QR lRQgeU die; Whe\ diVaSSeaU (KRVWaV A[elRV). ThiV VRcieW\
WhXV alVR diVSRVeV Rf WUaged\, UeWXUQiQg iW WR Whe VSecWacle RU WR
aeVWheWiciVP. YeW iW iV QRW eQRXgh fRU iW WR VeW Whe PRUWal SRZeU Rf
Whe VWaWe RYeU iW; iW UXQV RQ deaWh. ThiV RWheU SRZeU cUeaWeV Whe
YacXXPV WhaW WechQiTXeV, SURdXcWiRQ aQd VaWiVfacWiRQ aUUiYe WR ɹll. IW
iV eQRXgh iQ WhiV cRQWe[W WR Uecall Whe iPSRUWaQce Rf aUPV iQ WRda\·V
ecRQRP\. IW VhRXld alVR be UePePbeUed WhaW Whe cRXQWUieV PRVW
deYaVWaWed b\ Whe ZaU ² Whe defeaWed cRXQWUieV Rf JaSaQ aQd
GeUPaQ\ ² aUe WRda\ aW Whe fRUefURQW Rf SURgUeVV, aUe cRPSaUaWiYel\
Uich aQd SURVSeURXV cRXQWUieV, ZiWh a VWURQg cXUUeQc\, aQd VR RQ. AV
iV Zell kQRZQ bXW UaUel\ VWaWed, ZaUV aQd cUiVeV dR WheiU jRb; Whe\
SeUfRUP Whe fXQcWiRQ Rf Whe QegaWiYe, XQQRWiced aV VXch; Whe\ SXUge
Whe PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ Rf iWV WePSRUaU\ VXUSlXVeV, aQd SUiPe a
UeVXPSWiRQ Rf accXPXlaWiRQ RQ a QeZ WechQRlRgical baViV.
DeVWUXcWiYe caSaciW\ cUeaWeV Whe SUePiVeV Rf SURVSeUiW\. ThXV
PRXlded iQWR a PRckeU\ Rf a fXll life, dail\ life iWVelf eQableV Whe
PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ WR fXQcWiRQ. IW iV WUXe WhaW Whe eYeU\da\ RʃeUV
PXch VaWiVfacWiRQ aQd PaQ\ aPeQiWieV WR WhRVe ZhR liYe abRYe Whe
leYel Rf iQfUa-dail\ life. ThaW iV SUeciVel\ Whe WUaS. ThiV WUagic age
UeSXdiaWeV Whe WUagic. MRUeRYeU, WheUe iV QR PRUe UeaVRQ WR
e[SeUieQce Whe feeliQg Rf WUaged\ WhaQ WheUe iV WR UaWif\ iWV
eliPiQaWiRQ. IQ aQd WhURXgh a kQRZledge Rf WhiV age, a diʃeUeQW



fRUP Rf WhRXghW iV iQVWiWXWed. HRZ? IQ Whe ɹUVW iQVWaQce, WhURXgh
kQRZledge Rf Whe QegaWiYe SRZeUV dUiYiQg WhiV VRcieW\, Zhich aiPV
aQd claiPV WR be VR SRViWiYe ² aQd iV, PRUeRYeU, iQ WhaW iW
SUeVXSSRVeV Whe SRViWiYiW\ Rf ZhaW iV RSeUaWiRQal aQd SURɹWable.
ThiQkiQg iV bRUQ RXW Rf cRQWUadicWiRQV aQd cRQVideUaWiRQ Rf Whe
QegaWiYe, bXW abRYe all fURP Whe UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ Whe WUiadV Ze
haYe eQcRXQWeUed en roXWe, ZheUe dail\ life alZa\V ɹgXUeV iQ a
laUgeU ZhRle ² Whe PRde Rf SURdXcWiRQ. The WhiQkiQg WhaW claUiɹeV
dail\ life alVR diVcRYeUV WhaW iW caUUieV ZiWhiQ iW ZhaW iW QegaWeV aQd
ZhaW QegaWeV iW. The QegaWiRQ dail\ life caUUieV ZiWhiQ iW, aQd Zhich
iW WUieV iQ YaiQ WR diVSRVe Rf, iV Whe WUagic. IQ ShilRVRShical
WeUPiQRlRg\ aQd fURP a PeWaShilRVRShical YieZSRiQW, iW iV Whe
QegaWiYe. A fXQdaPeQWal WUiad iV WhXV diVclRVed: dail\ life²Whe lXdic²
Whe WUagic.

LabRXU aQd QRQ-labRXU, YeUbal laQgXage aQd QRQ-YeUbal VigQ-
V\VWePV (PXVic, aUchiWecWXUe, SaiQWiQg, eWc.), aUe iQWegUaWed iQWR
dail\ life. Dail\ life VeekV WR iQWegUaWe Whe lXdid aQd Whe WUagic; iW
dReV QRW VXcceed. The PRVW iW caQ dR iV WR deWach VRPe fUagPeQWV,
VRPe VcUaSV, Rf Whe lXdic aQd Whe WUagic.

MaU[·V WhRXghW QRZ aSSeaUV iQ a diʃeUeQW lighW, caVWiQg hiP aV a
Whinker of Whe negaWiYe (aQd QRW Rf Whe ecRQRPic, Whe hiVWRUical, RU
WechQiTXeV), ZhR haV beeQ Zidel\ PiVXQdeUVWRRd aV a UealiVW ² a
WheRUeWiciaQ Rf SRViWiYe UealiW\ aQd SRliWical UealiVP. WRUkeUV, leW XV
UePePbeU, haYe aV WheiU hiVWRUical PiVViRQ Whe QegaWiRQ Rf ZRUk. AV
haV beeQ iQdicaWed iQ Whe cRXUVe Rf WhiV We[W, ZheQ cRPSXWeU VcieQce
PakeV iW SRVVible WR alWeU ZRUk aQd, XlWiPaWel\, WR abRliVh iW aV
PaQXal labRXU, WhiV SURblePaWic becRPeV WRSical RQce PRUe. ThiV iV
Whe QegaWiYe PiVViRQ, hiVWRUical RU WUaQV-hiVWRUical, Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ
WechQRlRg\; fRU Whe WiPe beiQg, QR-RQe iV SURSRViQg WR Vee iW
WhURXgh. The WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ Rf dail\ life caQ VeUYe aV a gXidiQg
WhUead. IQ dail\ life, ZRUk aQd QRQ-ZRUk alUead\ cRQfURQW RQe
aQRWheU accRUdiQg WR cRQɻicWXal UelaWiRQV ZhRVe aQal\ViV haV beeQ
begXQ iQ RXWliQe iQ WhiV aQd SUeYiRXV ZRUkV. The eQd Rf ZRUk? NRW
\eW. IWV iQdicaWiRQ? NR dRXbW, bXW ZiWh ZhaW cRQɻicWV aQd SURblePV!
NRQ-ZRUk iQclXdeV QRW RQl\ leiVXUe, bXW XQePSlR\PeQW,
abVeQWeeiVP, Whe VeaUch fRU iQWeUeVWiQg RU WePSRUaU\ ZRUk, feVWiYalV,



YaUiRXV gaPeV. Dail\ life WhXV VeePV WR be eQWiUel\ WakeQ XS b\ aQd
eQgaged iQ Whe SRViWiYe; aQd \eW Ze caQ Vee Whe QegaWiYe aW ZRUk iQ
iW. WhaW aUe Ze WR cRQclXde fURP WhiV? IV dail\ life, Zhich VeePed VR
VRlid aW ɹUVW, PeUel\ a kiQd Rf iVlaQd ɻRaWiQg iQ a VZaPS aQd
feUPeQW Rf WechQRlRgical aQd VRcial fRUceV?

ThiV dail\ life WUailV alRQg ZiWh iW QR PRUe WhaQ fUagPeQWV Rf Whe
VXbjecW aQd VXbjecWiYiW\, Zhich iV eQdleVVl\ fUagPeQWed ZiWhiQ
UaWiRQal hRPRgeQeiW\. ThiV diVVRlXWiRQ ZaV SURclaiPed b\
ShilRVRSh\ aQd cUiWical WhiQkiQg. The VXbjecW aQd Velf-cRQVciRXVQeVV
geQeUaWed hiVWRUicall\, dXUiQg Whe eUa Rf bRXUgeRiV aVceQdaQc\, haYe
lRQg beeQ iQ cUiViV. IV WhiV VXɽcieQW UeaVRQ WR abaQdRQ WheP? JXVW
becaXVe ShilRVRSheUV haYe PaQiSXlaWed Whe VXbjecW/RbjecW UelaWiRQ
iQ eYeU\ iPagiQable Za\ (fURP Whe WaXWRlRg\ ¶QR VXbjecW ZiWhRXW aQ
RbjecW, aQd Yice YeUVa· WR Whe ZideVW hRUi]RQV Rf SaVW RU fXWXUe
VXbjecW²RbjecW ideQWiW\), iV WhaW a UeaVRQ WR VhelYe Whe SURblePaWic?
NR. The cUiViV, iWVelf WRWal, dePaQdV a WRWal UeVSRQVe. Like eYeU\WhiQg
elVe, Whe VXbjecW iV WR be UecRQVWUXcWed. HRZ? IQ Whe ɹUVW iQVWaQce,
WhURXgh acWiRQ iQ Whe eYeU\da\ SXUVXiQg a cRXUVe RSSRVed WR Whe
RSeUaWiRQal VchePa Rf Whe e[iVWiQg RUdeU: WhaW iV WR Va\, b\ RSSRViQg
diʃeUeQce WR hRPRgeQeiW\, XQiW\ WR fUagPeQWaWiRQ, cRQcUeWe eTXaliW\
WR SiWileVV hieUaUchi]aWiRQ, iQ a Ueal VWUXggle. ThiV aV UegaUdV
SUacWice. IQ WheRUeWical WhRXghW, Whe VXbjecW PXVW be UecRQVWUXcWed iQ
accRUdaQce ZiWh a QeZ aSSURach WhaW fRUegURXQdV QRW Whe SRViWiYe,
bXW Whe QegaWiYe aQd all WhaW iW iQYRlYeV. WiWhRXW Vh\iQg aZa\ RU
giYiQg XS, bXW lRRkiQg iW VWUaighW iQ Whe e\e, Whe VXbjecW bUaYeV
deaWh, cRQɻicW aQd VWUXggle, iQclXdiQg Whe VWUXggle agaiQVW WiPe. TR
XVe a ZRUd WhaW UePaiQV ShilRVRShical, Whe VXbjecW UegaUdV Whe oWher
iQ all VeQVeV Rf Whe WeUP. PhilRVRSh\ XVed QRW WR eQYiVage all WheVe
VeQVeV: Whe UePRWe aQd Whe clRVe, hRUi]RQ aQd VXUURXQdiQgV,
aVceQdaQc\ aQd decliQe, diʃeUeQce aQd iQdiʃeUeQce, bXW alVR debW,
dXeV, cRQWUacW ² aQd geQeURViW\, gifWV, gUace.

Ph\Vical eQeUg\ aQd biRlRgical life aUe alUead\ deɹQed VRlel\ b\
SRVVibiliWieV aQd SRWeQWialiWieV. The RUgaQiVP iV WRUQ fURP iWV habiWaW
WR SeUfRUP iWV YiWal fXQcWiRQV. The liYiQg Velf, Zhich iV QRW \eW a
VXbjecW, e[iVWV RQl\ fRU aQd b\ Whe RWheU ² QRW WUaQVceQdeQWal,
PeWaSh\Vical RU RQWRlRgical, bXW cRQcUeWe aQd SUacWical: Whe SUe\,



Whe Ve[Xal RbjecW fURP UeSURdXcWiRQ b\ PaWiQg, SURgeQ\, abRYe all
fURP feUWili]aWiRQ. JXVW aV iW iV diɽcXlW cRPSleWel\ WR VeSaUaWe VR-
called iQeUW PaWWeU aQd iWV fRUPV fURP liYiQg PaWWeU, VR iW iV diɽcXlW
WR dePaUcaWe beWZeeQ liYiQg VSecieV aQd Whe hXPaQ VSecieV.
CRQWiQXiW\? TR a ceUWaiQ e[WeQW, \eV. BXW WheUe aUe alVR
diVcRQWiQXiWieV. While iW iV WUXe WhaW hXPaQ acWiRQ iPSacWV back
XSRQ Whe ph\sis iW iVVXeV fURP, iW iV iQ RUdeU WR XQfXUl iW iQ a VecRQd,
iQɹQiWel\ Uich aQd cRPSle[, QaWXUe ² SURdXcWV aQd ZRUkV ² bXW aW
Whe UiVk Rf deVWUR\iQg Whe ɹUVW QaWXUe aQd VeYeUiQg Whe iQcUeaViQgl\
fUail QXWUiWiYe bRQd WhaW liQkV Whe WZR (Ze PighW Va\, ZiWh SSiQR]a:
naWXra naWXrans aQd naWXra naWXrandXm). SRcial SUacWice XQfRldV Whe
life Rf Whe liYiQg beiQg, bXW iQ aQRWheU VSace aQd iQ aQalRgical
faVhiRQ: VRRQeU RU laWeU, iW ZUeckV Whe aWWePSWV Rf gURXSV WR iVRlaWe
WhePVelYeV aQd Rf iQdiYidXalV WR VhXW WhePVelYeV Rʃ. WheQce,
SURbabl\, Whe iQceVW WabRR, e[RgaP\, UiWXal aQd V\PbRlic e[chaQgeV,
aQd VR RQ. OWheU-RUieQWaWed SeRSle (RRbeUW JaXliQ) alZa\V SUeYail,
WhRXgh QRW ZiWhRXW gUeaW VXʃeUiQg. S\VWePic, fXQcWiRQal RU
VWUXcWXUal UealiW\ caQQRW be eVWabliVhed iQ a VXVWaiQed eTXilibUiXP.
EYeQ a Velf-UegXlaWed V\VWeP, clRVed Rʃ WR eYRlXWiRQ aQd ePeUgeQW
SheQRPeQa, diVaSSeaUV iQ Whe face Rf XQfRUeVeeQ aggUeVViRQ RU
WhURXgh iQWeUQal decliQe. IQ Whe PRUe RU leVV lRQg WeUP, Velf-
VXɽcieQc\ killV. IQ WhiV Za\, Whe UelaWiRQal chaUacWeU Rf hXPaQ
beiQgV becRPeV PRUe SURQRXQced Yia laQgXage, cRPPXQicaWiRQ aQd
e[chaQge, aQd Whe diVSlacePeQW Rf EURV WRZaUdV cUeaWiRQ WhURXgh
SURhibiWiRQV aQd cRQɻicWV. IV WhiV hRZ Ze Pake Whe WUaQViWiRQ fURP
RQe lRgic WR aQRWheU, fURP Whe lRgic Rf life WR WhaW Rf VRcial
e[chaQge? ShRXld Ze QRW Va\ iQVWead WhaW eYeU\ lRgic iV iQVcUibed iQ
a dialecWical PRYePeQW WhaW eQYelRSV iW aQd caUUieV iW be\RQd iWVelf?
BiRlRgical life aQd VRcial life SUeɹgXUe WhRXghW iQ Whe VeQVe WhaW Whe\
aUe cRQVWaQWl\ UeVXPed, UecRYeU WhePVelYeV fRU a QeZ eʃRUW, VR WhaW
Whe ViQgXlaUiW\ Rf iQdiYidXalV aQd Whe iPSacW Rf cRQVWUaiQWV SUeYeQW
QeiWheU SeUPaQeQW cUeaWiRQ aQd Whe iUUXSWiRQ Rf SRVVibiliWieV, QRU
decliQe. The RWheU iV alVR QRYelW\, ePeUgeQce, hiVWRU\. The WUiadV
¶alWeUiW\²alWeUaWiRQ²alieQaWiRQ· aQd ¶SURcUeaWiRQ²SURdXcWiRQ²
cUeaWiRQ· aUe diVVRciaWed RQl\ iQ Whe cRXUVe Rf eYRlXWiRQ ²
dUaPaWicall\, iQ a Za\ WhaW iV XQfRUeVeeQ b\ Whe acWRUV aQd \eW



UeWURVSecWiYel\ fRUeVeeable. BiRlRgical life, like VRcial SUacWice aQd
iQdiYidXal WhiQkiQg, alZa\V SUeVeQW a WRWaliW\, bXW RQe WhaW iV
cRQVWaQWl\ eYRlYiQg, alZa\V gRiQg be\RQd (PeWa) iWVelf, deVSiWe Whe
ViPXlWaQeRXVl\ fRUPal, fXQcWiRQal aQd VWUXcWXUal cRheUeQce UeTXiUed
b\ SUacWical e[iVWeQce. ThiV iV hRZ cRheUeQW RUgaQiciVP aQd V\VWePic
lRgic VRRQeU RU laWeU VhaWWeU, WheUeb\ RSeQiQg XS WR diUecWiRQaliW\
(diUecWiRQ aQd RUieQWaWiRQ). ThXV iV SRVed Whe SURbleP Rf life, fURP
RUgaQic VSRQWaQeiW\ WR VRcial dail\ life. FURP WhiV VWaQdSRiQW, WheUe
iV aQ aQalRg\ beWZeeQ SURblePaWicV aW Whe diʃeUeQW leYelV. Dail\ life,
Whe RUgaQic bRd\ Rf PRdeUQ VRcieW\, VXPPRQV XS iWV be\ond iQ WiPe
aQd VSace. The ZRUk WhaW iV QRZ cRQclXdiQg haV cRQViVWeQWl\
adRSWed WhiV (UelaWiYel\) RSWiPiVWic SeUVSecWiYe, deVSiWe Whe
iQWURdXcWiRQ Rf WUagic kQRZledge ² RU UaWheU, SUeciVel\ becaXVe Rf iW!

EYeQ VR, YaUiRXV aQ[ieWieV UePaiQ. The QRWiRQ Rf aQ aVceQdiQg life,
Rf aQ eYRlXWiRQ WhaW SaVVeV WhURXgh UeYRlXWiRQV iQ RUdeU WR SURgUeVV
WRZaUdV PRUe VXcceVVfXl fRUPV, SURPSWV PRUe WhaQ RQe RbjecWiRQ
aQd VeYeUal TXeVWiRQV WhaW UePaiQ XQaQVZeUed. HRZ faU dReV
eQWURS\ e[WeQd? DR SRVVibiliWieV VXddeQl\ ePeUge, bXUVWV Rf
SRVVibiliWieV aQd VSXUWV Rf eQeUg\ WhaW cRXQWeU degUadaWiRQ iQ
biRlRgical aQd VRcial life? We caQ ɹQd aUgXPeQWV WR VXSSRUW WhiV
h\SRWheViV Rf a cRQVWaQW diVViSaWiRQ cRXQWeUacWed b\ iUUXSWiRQV all
RYeU Whe Slace. BXW fRU QRZ, iW iV XQSURYeQ. IQ Whe biRlRgical aQd
hiVWRUical VSheUeV alike, dReV QRW WiPe alZa\V bUiQg decliQe aQd
degeQeUaWiRQ? SRPe UegaUd ageiQg, aQd Whe WeUUible ceUWaiQW\ WhaW iW
Zill RccXU, aV SURRf Rf Whe e[iVWeQce Rf aQ iQɹQiWel\ cUXel, aV Zell aV
iQgeQiRXV aQd SRZeUfXl gRd, Rf aQ iQɹQiW\ WhaW iV ViPXlWaQeRXVl\
diabRlical aQd diYiQe, bXW fRUeYeU iQYeQWiYe iQ Whe Za\V Rf
VSiWefXlQeVV. DeaWh aQd eYeQ SaiQ aUe RQe WhiQg, bXW gURZiQg Rld?
Life UecedeV VlRZl\, iPSlacabl\, Zhile Ze aUe fXll\ cRQVciRXV. FRU
cRQVciRXVQeVV ageV RQl\ iQ becRPiQg PRUe UeɹQed, iPSURYiQg ²
XQleVV, WhaW iV, iW hiWV XSRQ a Za\ Rf cRQcealiQg, WhURXgh
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ RU VWXSidiW\, ZhaW iV RccXUUiQg ZiWhiQ aQd ZiWhRXW:
Whe bRd\·V WUeacheU\, Whe VRXUce WhaW UXQV dU\, Whe lighW aQd heaW
WhaW fade. IV QRW ageiQg Whe deUelicWiRQ WhaW VRPe ShilRVRSheUV haYe
deVcUibed, bXW ZiWhRXW UefeUUiQg WR iW aV VXch, aYRidiQg iW b\ RʃeUiQg
a PeWaSh\Vical SicWXUe? BXW Ze dR QRW kQRZ hRZ faU WhiV RUdeal



e[WeQdV. DR VRcieWieV gURZ Rld WRR ² aQd SeRSleV, aQd QaWiRQV, aQd
ciYili]aWiRQV RU cXlWXUeV? AUe Whe V\PSWRPV iQWeUSUeWed aV WhRVe Rf a
¶cUiViV·, Zhich a VkilfXl iQiWiaWiYe ZRXld lead XV RXW Rf, iQ facW
V\PSWRPV Rf aQ iUUeYeUVible decliQe? Of ZhRP, aQd ZhaW? TheVe
TXeVWiRQV Zill UePaiQ XQaQVZeUed heUe.

BXW ZaiW a PRPeQW. ThRXghW haV VRPe SUiYilegeV. Like all RUdealV,
WhRVe jXVW deVcUibed haYe WheiU cRPSeQVaWiRQV, aW leaVW aW aQ
iQdiYidXal leYel. SR Zh\ QRW ZheQ iW cRPeV WR gURXSV aQd SeRSleV?
CRQVciRXVQeVV Rf WiPe aQd WhiQkiQg abRXW WiPe VWUXggle for life, VR WR
VSeak, agaiQVW WiPe. DRPiQaWiQg Whe SURceVV WhaW VWaUWV fURP Whe
RXWVeW, dRPiQaWiQg ageiQg aQd aQgXiVh aW Whe VaPe WiPe: WhiV iV Whe
fRUce Rf life WR Whe VecRQd degUee ² WhiQkiQg, QRW WR be cRQfXVed ZiWh
UeɻecWiRQ, Zhich kQRZV RQl\ hRZ WR aWWeQd WR Whe ɹUVW leYel. AW Whe
ɹUVW leYel, VSRQWaQeiW\ aQd \RXWh, YiWaliW\, VSUiQg fRUWh. The\ aUe
fUee gifWV. FURP ZhRP? FURP WhaW VaPe cUXel iQɹQiW\ Ze call naWXre.
AW Whe VecRQd leYel, Zhich iV QRW WhaW Rf a UheWRUic, a Ueɻe[iYe
decRdiQg RU a diVcRXUVe RQ Whe ɹUVW, bXW a TXiWe diʃeUeQW fRUce, Whe
caSaciW\ WR PaVWeU Whe RUdeal, WR cRXQWeU WiPe aQd SUeYail, iV
cUeaWed. ThiV VWUeQgWh XVed WR be called ¶VSiUiWXal·; iW iV WhRXghW,
Zhich caQQRW be deɹQed b\ diVcRXUVe bXW aV aQ acW.

TRda\, QR RQe iV XQaZaUe Rf Whe facW WhaW Whe elePeQWaU\ fRUPV Rf
life aUe VWeeSed iQ iPPRUWaliW\. The gUeaWeU Whe diʃeUeQWiaWiRQ WhaW
cXlPiQaWeV iQ Whe hXPaQ VSecieV, ZheUe eYeU\RQe iV XQiTXe, aV iV
each ViWXaWiRQ, each WhRXghW aQd each lRYe, ageiQg aQd deaWh Pake
WhePVelYeV eYeU PRUe cUXell\ felW. We aUe WhXV begiQiQg WR WhiQk WhaW
Whe hXPaQ VSecieV aQd, cRQVeTXeQWl\, iWV VRcial hiVWRU\ VSUiQg fURP a
decliQe iQ cRVPic life, Zhich SRVVibl\ cRPeV WR a halW ZiWh
hXPaQiW\, a fURQWieU iQ Whe YRid. A caWaVWURShic, eYeQ QihiliVWic
WheViV, Zhich iV Zidel\ eQdRUVed, ZheWheU cRQVciRXVl\ RU QRW.

ObjecWiRQV: Whe bXUVWV aQd VSXUWV, Whe PRPeQWV ZheQ a bXQdle Rf
SRVVibiliWieV VXddeQl\ aUiVeV. TheUe aUe bXUVWV WhaW iQjecW eQeUg\ iQWR
Whe realiW\ Rf decliQe. AQd WheQ, abRYe all, WheUe iV Whe QeZ aUUiYal ²
Whe WhiQkiQg WhaW dReV QRW Vh\ aZa\ fURP Whe hRUURU Rf Whe ZRUld,
Whe daUkQeVV, bXW lRRkV iW VWUaighW iQ Whe face, aQd WhXV SaVVeV RYeU
iQWR a diʃeUeQW kiQgdRP, Zhich iV QRW Whe kiQgdRP Rf daUkQeVV. ThiV
WhiQkiQg aVVeUWV iWVelf Zhile ZaQdeUiQg aPRQg illXViRQV aQd lieV,



be\RQd WUXWh aV Zell aV eUURU. If a cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf iQelXcWabiliW\
ZiQV RXW, WheQ Ze haYe QihiliVP aQd Whe cRQɹUPaWiRQ Rf decliQe.
TUagic kQRZledge dReV QRW beWRkeQ PelaQchRl\ VcieQce. QXiWe Whe
UeYeUVe. If WheUe iV a UecRQciliaWiRQ, RU aW leaVW a cRPSURPiVe,
beWZeeQ ɹUVW aQd VecRQd QaWXUeV, iW Zill RccXU QRW iQ Whe QaPe Rf aQ
aQWhURSRlRgical RU hiVWRUical SRViWiYe kQRZledge, bXW iQ aQd WhURXgh
dail\ life WUaQVfRUPed fURP ZiWhiQ b\ WUagic kQRZledge. SeQVed b\
NieW]Vche, ZhR dUifWed WRZaUdV Whe ¶RYeU-hXPaQ·, WhiV kQRZledge
cRQceiYeV Whe QegaWiYe iQ all iWV VWUeQgWh, iQ RUdeU WR WXUQ iW agaiQVW
iWVelf aQd WU\ WR RYeUcRPe iW. Dail\ life haV VeUYed aV a UefXge fURP
Whe WUagic, aQd VWill dReV: abRYe all elVe, SeRSle Veek, aQd ɹQd,
VecXUiW\ WheUe. TR WUaYeUVe dail\ life XQdeU Whe lighWQiQg ɻaVh Rf
WUagic kQRZledge iV alUead\ WR WUaQVfRUP iW ² WhURXgh WhRXghW.



Epilogue

TR ɹQiVh WhiV cRQclXViRQ, Zhich iV iQ QR VeQVe deɹQiWiYe RU
cRQclXViYe, WZR UePaUkV:

(a)¬¬B\ YiUWXe Rf iWV ViWXaWiRQ iQ cRQWePSRUaU\ VRcial SUacWice, dail\
life fXQcWiRQV aV Whe QRQ-WUagic par e[cellence, aV Whe aQWi-WUagic.
The VeePiQg UeYeUVibiliW\ Rf eYeU\da\ WiPe, dePRQVWUaWed iQ Whe
cRXUVe Rf WhiV ZRUk, eVWabliVheV a VRUW Rf bXlZaUk agaiQVW
aQgXiVh. Like a fRUWUeVV WhaW haV beeQ SaiQVWakiQgl\ bXilW RYeU
Whe ceQWXUieV, bXW abRYe all iQ ¶PRdeUQ· WiPeV, RbjecWV aUe Siled
XS agaiQVW deaWh aQd cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf Whe eQd. The VaPe gReV
fRU XWeQVilV aV kiWVch RbjecWV, fRU Whe iQWeUiRU Rf dZelliQgV aV Whe
VSaWial aQd aUchiWecWXUal RUgaQi]aWiRQ Rf cRQWePSRUaU\ WRZQV.
WhaW iV deVcUibed aV a ¶beaXWifXl· oeXYre haV a TXiWe diʃeUeQW
VigQiɹcaQce aQd a TXiWe diʃeUeQW eʃecW. The WUagic iV Whe QRQ-
eYeU\da\, Whe aQWi-eYeU\da\. SR WhaW Whe iUUXSWiRQ Rf Whe WUagic iQ
dail\ life WXUQV iW XSVide dRZQ. IW iV WhXV SRVVible WR Pake RXW a
dialecWical d\QaPic beWZeeQ WUaged\ aQd dail\ life. The
eYeU\da\ WeQdV WR abRliVh ZhaW WUagic ZRUdV aQd acWiRQV bUXWall\
UeVWRUe: acWV Rf YiRleQce, cUiPeV, ZaUV, aggUeVViRQ. WheQce aQ
e[WUePel\ VeUiRXV iQWeUacWiRQ iQ Whe SeUPaQeQW VeSaUaWiRQ aQd
PXWXal SeQeWUaWiRQ Rf WUaged\ aQd dail\ life. TUaged\ aV aQ
oeXYre UecRQQecWV WheVe aVSecWV: iW VeekV bRWh WR WUaQVfRUP dail\
life WhURXgh SReWU\ aQd WR cRQTXeU deaWh WhURXgh Whe
UeVXUUecWiRQ Rf Whe WUagic chaUacWeU.

(b)¬ ¬ The eQd Rf ZRUk SURPiVeV WR be a lRQg aQd diɽcXlW SURceVV
Zhich iV alUead\ SeUPeaWiQg Whe eYeU\da\, aQd Zhich Zill haYe
YeU\ YaUied fRUPV, iPSURYePeQWV aQd UegUeVViRQV. ThiV iV
diVWaQWl\ fRUeVhadRZed b\ Whe eQd Rf ZRUk aV YalXe: Whe end Rf
ZRUk aV a PeaQiQg aQd end ¶iQ aQd fRU iWVelf·.
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Foreword

1. WUiWWeQ iQ 1945, SXbliVhed b\ EdiWiRQV GUaVVeW, PaUiV 1947. The We[W iV UeiVVXed heUe
iQ iWV eQWiUeW\, iQclXdiQg ceUWaiQ SaVVageV Zhich Whe aXWhRU QRZ cRQVideUV RXW-Rf-daWe.
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TZeQWieWh CRQgUeVV Rf Whe SRYieW CRPPXQiVW PaUW\ iW haV becRPe faVhiRQable aPRQg
MaU[iVWV WR Pake fXQ Rf TXRWaWiRQV: ¶Whe VhRUWeVW Za\ fURP RQe idea WR aQRWheU·. The PeQ
ZhR VWaUWed WhiV faVhiRQ aUe SUeciVel\ Whe RQeV ZhR ZeUe XQable WR ZUiWe a ViQgle liQe RU
Va\ a ViQgle VeQWeQce ZiWhRXW TXRWiQg SWaliQ. NRZada\V Whe\ haYe fRXQd RWheU Za\V Rf
diVgXiViQg WheiU igQRUaQce aQd Whe ePSWiQeVV Rf WheiU PiQdV.

4. (Trans.) NRW RQl\ ZeUe Whe ideaV QRW ¶UiSe·, bXW Whe SWaliQiVW dRgPaWiVP Rf Whe FUeQch
CRPPXQiVW PaUW\ had beeQ aQd ZaV a fRUPidable RbVWacle WR WheiU deYelRSPeQW. LefebYUe
felW WhiV keeQl\, aQd dXUiQg Whe decade beWZeeQ Whe WZR ediWiRQV Rf Whe InWrodXcWion he ZaV
UegaUded ZiWh iQcUeaViQg VXVSiciRQ b\ Whe PaUW\ diUecWRUaWe. The deYelRSPeQW Rf hiV
cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life PXVW be VeeQ iQ Whe cRQWe[W Rf hiV gURZiQg PalaiVe ZiWh Whe
SUeYailiQg ideRlRgieV ZiWhiQ Whe PCF. The KhUXVhcheY UeSRUW Rf 1956 ZaV iQVWUXPeQWal iQ
SeUPiWWiQg Whe RSeQ cUiWiciVPV Rf SWaliQiVP Zhich aSSeaU iQ WhiV FRUeZRUd, bXW iQ aQ\ eYeQW
LefebYUe ZaV diVciSliQed aQd e[clXded fURP Whe PaUW\ VhRUWl\ afWeU iWV SXblicaWiRQ, PakiQg
iW RQe Rf Whe laVW WhiQgV he ZURWe befRUe hiV iQdeSeQdeQce, Zhich he iQaXgXUaWed iQ 1959
ZiWh hiV UePaUkable aXWRbiRgUaSh\ La Somme eW le resWe.

5. (Trans.) LefebYUe·V WUaQVlaWiRQV Rf Whe 1844 ManXscripWs ZeUe Whe ɹUVW WR aSSeaU iQ
FUaQce (iQ Whe UeYieZ AYanW-PosWe, 1933, aQd iQ MorceaX[ choisis de Mar[, 1934, bRWh iQ



cRllabRUaWiRQ ZiWh NRUbeUW GXWeUPaQ), aQd Whe WheRU\ Rf alieQaWiRQ Whe\ SURSRVe ZaV WR
aʃRUd RQe Rf Whe liQchSiQV Rf hiV cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life. MaU[ XVeV YaUiRXV ZRUdV WR
e[SUeVV Whe cRQceSW ² EnWfremdXng, VerfremdXng, EnWZirkliching, VerselbsWlndigXng,
EnWa�sserXng, Verglngliching ² bXW iW iV LefebYUe·V SUacWice WR WUaQVlaWe WheP all b\ Whe ViQgle
ZRUd ¶alieQaWiRQ·. HiV SaUWicXlaU cRQWUibXWiRQ iV WR e[WeQd iW fURP Whe dRPaiQ Rf ZRUk iQWR
eYeU\da\ life iQ geQeUal, aQd VSeciɹcall\ ² iQ WhiV FRUeZRUd ² iQWR Whe UealP Rf leiVXUe
acWiYiWieV. FRU SURblePV UelaWiQg WR Whe WUaQVlaWiRQ Rf WheVe WeUPV fURP GeUPaQ iQWR EQgliVh,
Vee Whe GlRVVaU\ Rf Ke\ TeUPV iQ MaU[·V Earl\ WriWings, PeQgXiQ, HaUPRQdVZRUWh 1975.
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1947. IW iV Rf cRXUVe Zell kQRZQ WhaW YaUiRXV iQWeUSUeWaWiRQV Rf MaU[·V eaUl\ ZUiWiQgV haYe
beeQ SURSRVed b\ GXUYiWch, MeUleaX-PRQW\ aQd SaUWUe. SRPe iPSRUWaQW UeceQW ZRUkV haYe
helSed WR SRVe Whe TXeVWiRQ PRUe cleaUl\, QRWabl\ PieUUe BigR·V Mar[isme eW hXmanisme,
PUF, PaUiV 1953, aQd JeaQ-YYeV CalYe]·V La Penspe de Karl Mar[, SeXil, PaUiV 1956.

7. PUeVeQWed iQ Whe PUeface WR CapiWal aV Zell aV iQ LeQiQ·V ¶WhaW Whe FUieQdV Rf Whe
PeRSle AUe·, VRPeWhiQg WhaW HeQUi ChaPbUe aSSeaUV WR QeglecW iQ hiV Le Mar[isme en Union
SoYipWiqXe, SeXil, PaUiV 1955, cf. SS. 48, 505, eWc.

8. (Trans.) LpRQ BUXQVchYicg ZaV a leadiQg ɹgXUe Rf Whe FUeQch ShilRVRShical
eVWabliVhPeQW, aQd LefebYUe VWXdied XQdeU hiP aW Whe SRUbRQQe iQ 1920. IQ UeVSRQVe WR
BUXQVchYicg·V VcieQWiɹc cXlWXUe aQd PaWhePaWical iQWellecWXaliVP, LefebYUe begaQ fRU Whe
ɹUVW WiPe WR deYelRS Whe deViUe fRU a cRQcUeWe, WRWal UealiW\ Zhich ZaV WR lead hiP WR MaU[
aQd WR Whe cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life.

9. (Trans.) The gURXS Zhich ZaV aVVRciaWed ZiWh A. KRjqYe jXVW afWeU Whe ZaU, aQd Zhich
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10. IW ZRXld be XQfaiU, hRZeYeU, QRW WR Uecall WhaW EPPaQXel MRXQieU aQd GeRUgeV
GXUYiWch iQdicaWed WheiU aSSURYal.

11. (Trans.) HXVVeUl·V ¶SheQRPeQRlRgical UedXcWiRQ·, QaPel\ Whe ¶bUackeWiQg· RU
VXVSeQViRQ Rf belief iQ RbjecWV.

12. Cf. fRU e[aPSle JacTXeV SRXVWelle·V bRRk RQ La Vie qXoWidienne des A]WqqXes,
HacheWWe, PaUiV 1955. (Trans.: A ViPilaU VeUieV Rf bRRkV ZaV SXbliVhed iQ EQglaQd aQd Whe
UQiWed SWaWeV dXUiQg Whe 1960V b\ BaWVfRUd aQd PXWQaP UeVSecWiYel\.)

13. Cf. LpYi-SWUaXVV, ¶DiRgqQe cachp·, Les Temps Modernes, QR. 110, S. 203. IV LpYi-SWUaXVV
QRW gRiQg WRR faU iQ WhiV diUecWiRQ? IV WhiV SeUhaSV hiV Za\ Rf cRPSeQVaWiQg fRU Whe e[WUePe
iQWellecWXaliW\ Rf hiV SRViWiRQ?

14. L·E[press, QR. 5, MaUch 1955. UQVigQed.
15. EUPilRY, DramaWXrgie de TcheckhoY, MRVcRZ 1948 (TXRWed iQ Whe FUeQch ediWiRQ Rf

ChekhRY·V Sla\V, WUaQVlaWed b\ ElVa TUiRleW, EdiWeXUV fUaQoaiV UpXQiV, PaUiV 1954, S. 17).



16. Which caQQRW be VeSaUaWed fURP Whe e[WUaRUdiQaU\ VXcceVV Rf Whe ¶SalRQ deV AUWV
MpQageUV· (Wrans.: Ideal HRPe E[hibiWiRQ).

17. Cf. Whe VRciRlRgical VWXdieV Rf ChRPbaUW de LaXZe, AQdUpe Michel, LXcieQ BUaPV,
eWc. TheUe iV a cRPSle[ Rf ecRQRPic SheQRPeQa, VRcial facWV aQd ¶cUiVeV· Rf YaUiRXV kiQdV
fURP Zhich Whe hRXViQg cUiViV caQQRW be VeSaUaWed.

18. A diVWiQcWiRQ PXVW be Pade beWZeeQ Whe deWeUiRUaWiRQ Rf eYeU\da\ life aQd
iPSRYeUiVhPeQW. The\ aUe UelaWed bXW diʃeUeQW SheQRPeQa, aQd XS WR a SRiQW RQe caQ e[iVW
ZiWhRXW Whe RWheU.

19. JeaQ DXYigQaXd, ¶Le P\Whe ChaSliQ·, CriWiqXe, Ma\ 1954 (a VXUYe\ Rf UeceQW ZRUkV
RQ ChaSliQ). BXW DXYigQaXd la\V WRR PXch ePShaViV RQ Whe defeaWed, WUagic, ¶dRZQ-aQd-
RXW· aVSecW Rf ChaUlie ChaSliQ. IQ WhiV cRQQecWiRQ iW iV ZRUWh QRWiQg a cXUiRXV P\WhRlRg\
WhaW haV deYelRSed iQ UeceQW \eaUV, RQe Zhich WUeaWV failXUe aV aQ iQde[ Rf aXWheQWiciW\.
ThiV iV a fRUP (RU eWhic) ZRUked XS RQ Whe baViV Rf a facW Rf eYeU\da\ life, QaPel\
diVaSSRiQWPeQW, WR Zhich haV beeQ added aQ iPSRUWaQW ideRlRgical diPeQViRQ, QaPel\ Whe
SURRf Rf aXWheQWiciW\. We Vhall Qeed WR cRPe back laWeU WR Whe QaWXUe Rf WhiV
diVaSSRiQWPeQW, iWV cRQWeQW aQd PeaQiQg. EPbUaciQg VXch a P\WhRlRg\ cRXld Pake
SWaliQiVWV RXW Rf SeRSle ZiWh QRW Whe VlighWeVW iQcliQaWiRQ iQ WhaW diUecWiRQ. FRU ZheQ hiVWRU\
jXdgeV hiP, SWaliQ·V RQe aQd RQl\ jXVWiɹcaWiRQ Zill be WhaW he ZaV YicWRUiRXV. MRUeRYeU, iW iV
ceUWaiQ WhaW if a QeZ RSWiPiVP iV WR be fRXQded aQd if hXPaQiVP iV WR be UeQeZed, aW leaVW
RQe YicWRU\ ZiWhRXW lieV aQd YiRleQce PXVW be dePRQVWUaWed, aW leaVW RQe YicWRU\ Zhich iV
QRW VPeaUed ZiWh blRRd aQd PiUe¬«

20. The WheRU\ Rf Whe reYerse image diʃeUV cRQVideUabl\ fURP Whe Pagical WheRU\ Rf Whe
doXble RQ Zhich EdgaU MRUiQ baVeV hiV aQal\ViV Rf Whe ciQePa (cf. Le Cinpma oX l·homme
imaginaire, EdiWiRQV de MiQXiW, PaUiV 1956, QRWabl\ SS. 31 ʃ.). IQ Whe URPaQWic SUeVV Ze ɹQd
Whe reYerse image Rf Whe eYeU\da\ life Rf ZRPeQ, Rf WheiU aVSiUaWiRQV aQd WheiU SURfRXQd
QeedV iQ cRQWePSRUaU\ VRcieW\. BXW a bRRk like HePiQgZa\·V The Old Man and Whe Sea alVR
cRQWaiQV a UeYeUVe iPage ² WhaW Rf Whe WRil, Whe illXViRQV aQd Whe failXUeV Rf iQdiYidXal aQd
¶SUiYaWe· eYeU\da\ life. He SUeVeQWV WheVe iQ all WheiU SURfRXQd dUaPa, Zhile SlaciQg WheP iQ
Whe YeU\ VeWWiQg WhaW Whe\ lack: Whe lXPiQRViW\ Rf Whe Vea, Whe iPPeQViW\ Rf Whe hRUi]RQ¬«

21. (Trans.) DiUecWed iQ 1953 b\ HeUbeUW J. BibeUPaQ, aQd VSRQVRUed b\ Whe
IQWeUQaWiRQal UQiRQ Rf MiQe, Mill aQd SPelWeU WRUkeUV, WhiV ɹlP XVed Me[icaQ-APeUicaQ
PiQeUV WR UecRQVWUXcW a VWUike Zhich had acWXall\ WakeQ Slace. MaQ\ Rf Whe SeRSle iQYRlYed
iQ Whe SURdXcWiRQ ZeUe SeUVecXWed b\ Whe UQaPeUicaQ AcWiYiWieV CRPPiWWee.

22. TRR RfWeQ ¶UealiVW· ZUiWeUV, aXWhRUV RU ɹlP diUecWRUV dR Whe RSSRViWe. IQVWead Rf
e[WUacWiQg Whe e[Wraordinar\ from Whe ordinar\, Whe\ Wake Whe RUdiQaU\ aV iW VWaQdV (Whe
aYeUage acWiRQV Rf a PaQ like aQ\ RWheU PaQ, Whe aYeUage eYeQWV iQ a da\ like aQ\ RWheU



da\) aQd aUe aW gUeaW SaiQV WR Pake WheP iQWeUeVWiQg b\ SXWWiQg WheP XQdeU a PicURVcRSe
like ¶VSeciPeQV·, aQd iQViVWiQg hRZ YeU\ iQWeUeVWiQg Whe\ aUe. WheQ iQ facW Whe\ haYe PeUel\
SaiQWed Whe gUe\ iQ SURleWaUiaQ, SeaVaQW RU SeWW\-bRXUgeRiV life ZiWh falVe cRlRXUV. AV BUechW
Vaid, VXch ¶UealiVWV· PeUel\ UeSeaW Whe RbYiRXV ad QaXVeaP,

23. BUechW, ¶The SWUeeW SceQe·, iQ BrechW on TheaWre, ed. J. WilleWW, MeWhXeQ, LRQdRQ
1978, S. 126.

24. BUechW, ¶The Life Rf GalileR·, iQ Pla\s, YRl. 1, WUaQV. J. WilleWW, MeWhXeQ, LRQdRQ 1960,
S. 231.

25. (Trans.) A UefeUeQce WR SaUWUe·V Being and NoWhingness (WUaQV. H. BaUQeV, MeWhXeQ,
LRQdRQ 1957, SS. 59ʃ.).

26. The chaSWeU ¶HaYiQg, DRiQg aQd BeiQg· iQ SaUWUe·V Being and NoWhingness RʃeUV aQ
iQdiUecW cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life, caUUied RXW iQ a VSecXlaWiYe PaQQeU aQd aiPed aW VRlYiQg
Whe SURbleP WhaW ¶WheUe iV QRWhiQg iQ cRQVciRXVQeVV Zhich iV QRW cRQVciRXVQeVV Rf
beiQg¬«¬NRWhiQg cRPeV WR Pe WhaW I haYe QRW chRVeQ.· ThiV Za\ Rf SRViQg Whe TXeVWiRQ
cRPSleWel\ aYRidV Whe SURbleP Rf cRQcUeWe alieQaWiRQ. Cf. ibid., SS. 525ʃ. fRU Whe
diɽcXlWieV SaUWUe eQcRXQWeUV ZheQ he WUieV WR VhRZ WhaW alieQaWiRQ iV (afWeU all) deViUed aV
VXch. (Trans.: IQ FUeQch Whe ZRUd ¶SUiYp· aQd iWV deUiYaWiYeV PeaQ bRWh ¶SUiYaWe· aQd
¶deSUiYed·, aQd LefebYUe iURQi]eV RQ WhiV WhURXghRXW iQ a Za\ Zhich iV iQeYiWabl\ blXQWed iQ
WUaQVlaWiRQ.)

27. The ¶egR·, ZiWh iWV (aSSaUeQWl\) Zell-deɹQed RXWliQeV, iV a facW Rf hiVWRU\. IW aSSeaUV
iQ Whe eighWeeQWh ceQWXU\ (alWhRXgh Rf cRXUVe iWV VeedV ZeUe VRZQ eaUlieU, iW ZaV SUeɹgXUed
iQ YaUiRXV Za\V, eWc.). IW haV a SUacWical fRXQdaWiRQ iQ Whe iQWeUQal cRQWUadicWiRQ Rf
bRXUgeRiV life, ZheUe UelaWiRQV becRPe PRUe QXPeURXV Zhile Whe iQdiYidXal hiPVelf
becRPeV PRUe iVRlaWed. CRQcRPiWaQW ZiWh iW aUe ideRlRgieV aQd eWhical aWWiWXdeV. The
iPSUeVViRQ Rf Zell-deɹQed RXWliQeV cRPeV fURP Whe iQɻXeQce Rf iQdiYidXal aWWiWXdeV aQd
ideRlRgieV XSRQ liYed e[SeUieQce. AQd \eW, be\RQd WheVe RXWliQeV (aQd Whe SeRSle
cRQceUQed adPiW iW WhePVelYeV) WheUe SeUViVWV a ]RQe Rf RbVcXUiW\ Zhich iV RQl\ gUadXall\
beiQg e[SlRUed.

28. Cf. In Camera (SaUWUe) RU WaiWing for GodoW (BeckeWW), RU Whe Sla\V Rf IRQeVcR,
AdaPRY, eWc.

29. (Trans.) IQ FUeQch Whe ZRUd ¶jeX· aQd iWV deUiYaWiYeV PeaQ ¶Sla\·, ¶gaPbliQg· aQd
¶acWiQg·, Zhich SeUPiW aPbigXiWieV Zhich aUe diɽcXlW WR UeQdeU iQ WUaQVlaWiRQ.

30. We aUe eYeQ VRPeWiPeV XQVXUe RQ Whe SRliWical leYel, deVSiWe Whe facW WhaW ² iQ
SUiQciSle ² iW iV a leYel RQ Zhich Whe elePeQW Rf chaQce iV UedXced WR a PiQiPXP; aQd RQ
Whe VWUaWegic leYel, ZheUe Whe aiP iV alZa\V WR deWeUPiQe aQ RXWcRPe.



31. HeUe VSecialiVWV Zill UecRgQi]e aQal\VeV bRUURZed fURP RSeUaWiRQal lRgic (cRQVideUed
aV a UeɻecWiRQ Rf eYeU\da\ life as Zell) aQd fURP deciViRQ WheRU\. ThiV WheRU\ WakeV aQ
aVSecW Rf ZhaW VeePV WR be Whe dRPaiQ Rf Whe iUUaWiRQal (SXUe Zill, eWc.) aQd PakeV iW
UaWiRQal.

32. AcWiRQ baVed RQ kQRZledge WUaQVfRUPV QeceVViW\ iQWR fUeedRP, ceUWaiQl\. BXW
kQRZledge ² eYeQ ZheQ diUecWed WRZaUdV aQ ¶eVVeQce· ² caQ RQl\ eYeU be aSSUR[iPaWe. ThaW
iV Zh\ deciViRQV alZa\V iQYRlYe UiVk, Zhile aW Whe VaPe WiPe SaUWakiQg Rf Whe abVRlXWe; aQd
Zh\ Whe\ RfWeQ iPSl\ a gaPble RU ZageU. DR Whe\ alVR SeUhaSV iQYRlYe aUW? FRU Whe claVVic
MaU[iVW WheRUiVWV, SRliWicV becRPeV a VcieQce, bXW iQVXUUecWiRQ UePaiQV aQ arW. (Cf. iQ
SaUWicXlaU LeQiQ aQd hiV cRPPeQWaU\ RQ MaU[ iQ ¶AdYice Rf aQ OQlRRkeU·, iQ SelecWed Works,
PURgUeVV PXbliVheUV, MRVcRZ 1967, SS. 426²7).

33. (Trans.) TUaQVliWeUaWiRQ Rf Whe GUeek koiYoY, PeaQiQg ¶cRPPRQ WR all Whe SeRSle·.
34. BUechW, BrechW on TheaWre, S. 37.
35. IQ Whe bRRk UefeUUed WR abRYe, EdgaU MRUiQ VWXdieV VRPe bad ɹlPV (cRQVideUed iQ Whe

VaPe Za\ aV ¶gRRd· ɹlPV, aV VRciRlRgical daWa) aQd cRQclXdeV WhaW aeVWheWic ePRWiRQV aUe Rf
a Pagical QaWXUe. HeUe he iV fRllRZiQg JeaQ-PaXl SaUWUe·V aQal\VeV Rf Whe iPagiQaWiRQ, aQd
WhiV leadV hiP WR Pake VRPe VXSeUɹcial eYalXaWiRQV (cf. Le Cinpma dX l·homme imaginaire,
QRWe, S. 160).

36. AV GeQeYiqYe SeUUeaX haV SRiQWed RXW iQ BrechW, EdiWiRQV de l·AUche, PaUiV 1955, SS.
44, 82, eWc.

37. (Trans.) IQ EQgliVh iQ Whe RUigiQal.
38. Cf. ReQp WiQW]eQ, InWrodXcWion aX[ poqmes de BrechW, SegheUV, PaUiV 1954, S. 139.
39. GeRUg BXchQeU, DanWon·s DeaWh, WUaQV. J. Ma[Zell, MeWhXeQ, LRQdRQ 1968, S. 38.
40. (Trans.) VaillaQd ZaV a SeUVRQal fUieQd Rf LefebYUe·V, aQd a PCF PePbeU XQWil Whe

KhUXVhcheY UeSRUW aQd Whe iQYaViRQ Rf HXQgaU\ led hiP WR UeVigQ. HiV QRYel The LaZ
(1957) ZaV a gUeaW iQWeUQaWiRQal VXcceVV.

41. IQ hiV bRRk L·E[pprience dX drame, CRUUpa, PaUiV 1953.
42. ClXb dX LiYUe dX MRiV, PaUiV 1956.
43. (Trans.) The pa\s dX Tendre ZaV Whe allegRUical UegiRQ Rf aPRURXV feeliQgV iQYeQWed

iQ Whe VeYeQWeeQWh ceQWXU\ b\ MPe de ScXdpU\.
44. BeaX MasqXe, GalliPaUd, PaUiV 1954, S. 153.
45. ¶NRWhiQg iV PRUe gUacefXl WhaQ a ZRPaQ RccXSied iQ Whe VPall WaVkV Rf Whe kiWcheQ·,

ibid., S. 148.
46. IUZiQ ShaZ. The TroXbled Air (1951), HRddeU aQd SWRXghWRQ, LRQdRQ 1988, S. 75.
47. Ibid., S. 299. (Trans.: SeW dXUiQg Whe SeUiRd Rf Whe UQaPeUicaQ AcWiYiWieV CRPPiWWee,

ShaZ·V bRRk giYeV a gUiSSiQg accRXQW Rf Whe deVWUXcWiYe eʃecW Rf dRgPaWiVP RQ Whe lefW aV



Zell aV Whe UighW, aQd RQe caQ XQdeUVWaQd LefebYUe·V iQWeUeVW iQ iW iQ 1958.)
48. ViUgiQia WRRlf, A Room of One·s OZn, HRgaUWh PUeVV, LRQdRQ 1935, S. 131.
49. AXWRcUiWiTXe: iQ Whe We[W belRZ, ɹUVW SXbliVhed iQ 1947, Whe UeadeU Zill ɹQd a

SaUWiall\ XQjXVW aVVeVVPeQW Rf SXUUealiVP. The aXWhRU ZaV caUUied aZa\ b\ hiV SRlePic, aQd
cRQVeTXeQWl\ hiV SRiQW Rf YieZ ZaV RQe-Vided. The eUURUV Rf SXUUealiVP aV a dRcWUiQe
(SVeXdR-ShilRVRShical, ZiWh a SVeXdR-dialecWic Rf Whe Ueal aQd Whe dUeaP, Whe Sh\Vical aQd
Whe iPage, Whe eYeU\da\ aQd Whe PaUYellRXV) QRWZiWhVWaQdiQg, iW did e[SUeVV VRPe Rf Whe
aVSiUaWiRQV Rf iWV WiPe. AV a dRcWUiQe, SXUUealiVP eQded XS ZiWh VRPe SaUWicXlaU fRUPV Rf
alieQaWiRQ: ZiWh Whe image-Whing, Pagic aQd Whe RccXlW, VePi-PRUbid VWaWeV Rf PiQd.
HRZeYeU, iWV VcRUQ fRU Whe SURVaic bRXUgeRiV ZRUld, iWV Uadical UebelliRQ, did PeaQ
VRPeWhiQg. AQd Whe h\SRWheViV WhaW RQl\ Whe e[cessiYe iPage caQ cRPe WR gUiSV ZiWh Whe
SURfXQdiW\ Rf Whe Ueal ZRUld ² a h\SRWheViV Zhich RQe caQ ideQWif\ jXVW aV PXch ZiWh
PicaVVR, ElXaUd aQd T]aUa aV ZiWh AQdUp BUeWRQ ² QeedV WR be WakeQ VeUiRXVl\.

50. (Trans.) Made iQ 1931, NikRlai Ekk·V celebUaWed ɹlP ZaV abRXW Whe UehabiliWaWiRQ Rf
a gURXS Rf jXYeQile deliQTXeQWV iQ RXVVia.

51. ReVeUYiQg Whe WeUP indiYidXaliW\ VWUicWR VeQVX fRU fRUPV Rf cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd acWiYiW\
Zhich ePeUged iQ Whe eighWeeQWh ceQWXU\.

52. DeɹQiWiRQ Rf leiVXUe giYeQ b\ JRʃUe DXPa]edieU: ¶AQ RccXSaWiRQ WR Zhich Whe
ZRUkeU caQ deYRWe hiPVelf Rf hiV RZQ fUee Zill, RXWVide Rf SURfeVViRQal, faPilial aQd VRcial
QeedV aQd RbligaWiRQV, iQ RUdeU WR Uela[, WR be eQWeUWaiQed RU WR becRPe PRUe cXlWiYaWed·
(S\PSRViXP RQ LeiVXUe aW Whe CeQWUe d·pWXdeV VRciRlRgiTXeV, 10.1.54). Cf. alVR Whe aUWicle
b\ Whe VaPe aXWhRU iQ Whe Enc\cloppdie franoaise RQ ¶la CiYiliVaWiRQ TXRWidieQQe·.

53. SXch e[SlRiWaWiRQ ZaV e[aPiQed dXUiQg a VWXd\ Zeek aW MaUl\, fURP 28 MaUch 1955
WR 3 ASUil 1955 (PXblicaWiRQV dX ceQWUe d·EdXcaWiRQ SRSXlaiUe de MaUl\ [URQeR]). (Trans.:
ThiV VWXd\ Zeek dealW VSeciɹcall\ ZiWh Whe SURblePV Rf \RXWh acWiYiWieV ZiWh VSecial
cRQceUQ fRU leiVXUe aQd cXlWXUal acWiYiWieV. LefebYUe·V RZQ cRQWUibXWiRQ ZaV a SaSeU RQ Whe
ZRPeQ·V SUeVV. HiV iQWeUeVW iQ WhiV aUea iQ Whe 1950V iV WRXched XSRQ iQ WhiV FRUeZRUd, bXW
lefW XQdeYelRSed. The SaSeU iWVelf, WhRXgh VhRUW, iV PXch PRUe e[SliciW, aQd SUeVeQWV a
PRdel aQd a PeWhRd fRU cXlWXUal aQal\ViV Zhich VeePV Zell ahead Rf iWV WiPe.)

54. ReSlieV WR YaUiRXV VXUYe\V, QRWabl\ WhRVe caUUied RXW b\ JRʃUe DXPa]edieU aQd hiV
WeaP.

55. PV\chR-Sh\ViRlRgicall\ Whe Ve[Xal iPage abUXSWl\ ¶UefUeVheV· Whe XQcRQdiWiRQed
VWiPXlXV Zhich iV alUead\ liQked WR a QXPbeU Rf cRQdiWiRQal VWiPXli aQd iQVeUWed iQ
¶VWeUeRW\SeV·. IW liQkV iW WR a QeZ VigQal (fRU e[aPSle Whe WUadePaUk RQ a SRVWeU). ThaW WheVe
iPageV aUe eʃecWiYe SUeVXSSRVeV bRWh cRQdiWiRQiQg (WUiYialiW\) aQd Whe iQadeTXac\ Rf WhiV
cRQdiWiRQiQg, Whe abVeQce Rf VRcial ɹ[aWiRQ aQd hXPaQ deWeUPiQaWiRQ b\ ¶iQVWiQcW·. IW



SUeVXSSRVeV Whe hiddeQ dePaQdV iPSRVed b\ Whe VhifW fURP habiWXal bXW XQVWable aQd
XQcRQWURlled cRQdiWiRQiQg WR a QeZ W\Se Rf cRQdiWiRQiQg: i.e. diVVaWiVfacWiRQ.

56. GeQXiQe VWUaQgeQeVV (a Yalid aeVWheWic caWegRU\) caQ be VeeQ iQ MelYille, GRgRl RU
Kafka. IW PXVW be SURSeUl\ diVWiQgXiVhed fURP a VWUaQge (aQd P\VWif\iQg) Wone XVed WR VSeak
abRXW WUiYial WhiQgV iQ a WUiYial Za\. The UeYeUVe iPage caQ alVR SURdXce Yalid liWeUaU\
SURcedXUeV (In Camera, a daUk, bUilliaQW, deɹniWiYe liWWle Sla\, aQd JeaQ-PaXl SaUWUe·V beVW).
The caVe Rf Whe childUeQ·V SUeVV iV diʃeUeQW fURP Whe ¶caVe· Rf Whe URPaQWic SUeVV aQd cUiPe
ɹcWiRQ. The\ haYe a cRPPRQ elePeQW: Whe bUeak ZiWh ² aQd WUaQVSRUW RXW Rf ² QRUPaliW\.
HRZeYeU, Whe childUeQ·V SUeVV aQd childUeQ·V liWeUaWXUe haYe WheiU RZQ VeW Rf WhePeV. LeVV
VWUXcWXUed WhaQ, aQd diʃeUeQWl\ VWUXcWXUed WR, Whe ZRUld Rf Whe adXlW, Whe child·V ZRUld dReV
QRW UeTXiUe Whe VaPe kiQd Rf UeYeUVe iPage. IQ facW WheUe iV QR ZRUld Rf Whe child. The child
liYeV iQ VRcieW\, aQd iQ hiV e\eV Whe adXlW ZRUld iV ZhaW iV VWUaQge aQd PaUYellRXV ² RU
RdiRXV. Simpl\ being a child makes him alread\ a criWic of adXlW eYer\da\ life, bXW iW iV iQ WhiV
eYeU\da\ life WhaW he PXVW VeaUch fRU hiV fXWXUe aQd diVeQWaQgle hiV RZQ SRWeQWial. IQ Whe
ZRUkV Zhich aUe PRVW VXcceVVfXl fURP WhiV SRiQW Rf YieZ, a faPiliaU aQiPal (a dRg, a dXck,
a PRXVe) VXSSRUWV a UeYeUVe iPage iQ Zhich Whe WUiYial chaQgeV iQWR faQWaV\ aQd Whe
faQWaVWic, ZiWh aQ elePeQW Rf e[SliciW cUiWiciVP.

57. (Trans.) ¶SSRUWVPeQ· aQd ¶VXSSRUWeUV· aUe iQ EQgliVh iQ Whe RUigiQal.
58. (Trans.) AQ iQdeSeQdeQW MaU[iVW VRciRlRgiVW ZhR VSeciali]ed iQ Whe ZRUld Rf ZRUk

aQd leiVXUe. LefebYUe aQd he ZeUe fellRZ VWXdeQWV aW Whe SRUbRQQe, bXW afWeU FUiedPaQQ lefW
Whe PCF iQ 1939, WheiU UelaWiRQVhiS becaPe iQcUeaViQgl\ acUiPRQiRXV.

59. GeRUgeV FUiedPaQQ, O� Ya le WraYail hXmain, GalliPaUd, PaUiV 1950, S. 22.
60. Ibid., S. 242.
61. Ibid., S. 244.
62. Ibid., SS. 336²64.
63. Ibid., S. 268.
64. Ibid., S. 370.
65. LeQiQ, ¶The HigheVW SWage Rf CaSiWaliVP·, iQ SelecWed Works, YRl. 1, PURgUeVV

PXbliVheUV, MRVcRZ 1967, S. 776.
66. MaU[, CapiWal, YRl. 3, WUaQV. D. FeUQbach, PeQgXiQ, HaUPRQdVZRUWh 1981, S. 959.
67. (Trans.) IQ EQgliVh iQ Whe RUigiQal.
68. JeaQ-MaUie DRPeQach, ¶La YRXgRVlaYie eW la UelaQce dX VRcialiVPe, EspriW, DecePbeU

1956, SS. 812²13.
69. UQfRUWXQaWel\ PaWeUialiVP iV SUeVeQWed iQ faU WRR PaQ\ SXblicaWiRQV aV Whe PRVW

deSUeVViQg Rf SlaWiWXdeV. IQ facW iW aSSeaUV WR Ueach Whe heighWV Rf SlaWiWXde (VR WR VSeak). If
iW ZeUe a cRPSleWed V\VWeP, RU ViPSl\ a ZeaSRQ fRU Whe ZRUkiQg-claVV VWUXggle, Zh\ iQdeed



ZRXld iW haYe WR be inWeresWing? AfWeU all, ZheQ ShilRVRSh\ lRVW PeWaSh\VicV, iW PighW alVR
be Vaid WR haYe lRVW iWV SicWXUeVTXeQeVV!«

70. LeW XV UeiWeUaWe WhaW Whe eYer\da\ VWUXggle iQ RXVVia WR achieYe SURSeUl\ RbVeUYed
labRXU QRUPV aQd iQcUeaVed \ield aQd SURdXcWiYiW\ iQ facWRUieV aQd cRllecWiYe faUPV caQ
alVR e[SUeVV iWVelf iQ aQ epic VW\le. ThiV alRQe dReV QRW VXɽce aV a deɹQiWiRQ Rf VRcialiVP.
The SWaliQiVW deɹQiWiRQ: ¶WR PaiQWaiQ Whe Pa[iPXP VaWiVfacWiRQ Rf PaWeUial aQd cXlWXUal
QeedV¬«· dReV QRW geW YeU\ faU. FRU ZhaW iV UeTXiUed iV WR VhRZ ZhaW needs aUe VSeciɹc WR
VRcialiVW VRcieW\, ZhaW QeedV chaUacWeUi]e iW, aUe bRUQ iQ iW aQd fURP iW. KhUXVhcheY haV
alUead\ gRQe be\RQd WhiV iQ hiV ReSRUW aW Whe TZeQWieWh CRQgUeVV iQ hiV dePaQd fRU aQ
iPSURYePeQW iQ ¶Whe TXaliWaWiYe VWUXcWXUe Rf cRQVXPSWiRQ·.

71. (Trans.) CriWiqXe de la Yie qXoWidienne 2: fondemenWs d·Xne sociologie de la qXoWidienneWp,
L·AUche, PaUiV 1961.

72. LeW XV be cleaU abRXW WhiV. SWaliQ ZaV a MaU[iVW; aQd eYeQ a gUeaW RQe, accRUdiQg WR
KhUXVhcheY (RQ 1 JaQXaU\ 1957). AQd \eW iW iV iPSRVVible QRW WR Walk abRXW a SWaliQiVW
inWerpreWaWion Rf MaU[iVP (RU eYeQ Rf LeQiQiVP).

73. LeQiQ, ¶PlaQ Rf Hegel·V DialecWicV·, iQ CollecWed Works, YRl. 38, S. 320.
74. Cf. InWrodXcWion j la criWiqXe de l·economie poliWiqXe iQ LaXUa LafaUgXe·V WUaQVlaWiRQ,

EdiWiRQ GiaUd, S. 342, aQd La Penspe, CRllRTXe dX 19 Pai 1955, QR. 66, S. 35, aQd alVR
EPile BRWWigelli, ¶FaiWV eW lRiV daQV leV VcieQceV VRcialeV·, La NoXYelle CriWiqXe, JaQXaU\ 1956.

75. IW iV eaV\ WR Vee hRZ WhiV iQWeUSUeWaWiRQ diʃeUV fURP claVV aQd SaUW\ VXbjecWiYiVP.
MaU[ diVcRYeUed Whe ZRUkiQg claVV, iWV alieQaWiRQ, iWV ¶QegaWiYiW\·, iWV VWUXggleV, iWV hiVWRUic
PiVViRQ, and he Wook iWs side, aQal\ViQg bRXUgeRiV VRcieW\, VWaUWiQg fURP all e[iVWiQg
kQRZledge, gaining knoZledge Rf iW iQ iWV WoWaliW\, ZiWh all iWV becRPiQg, iWV aVSecWV, iWV liPiWV.

76. MaU[, ¶EcRQRPic aQd PhilRVRShical MaQXVcUiSWV·, iQ Earl\ WriWings, PeQgXiQ,
HaUPRQdVZRUWh 1975, SS. 322²30.

77. Ibid., S. 360.
78. Ibid., S. 369.
79. Ibid., S. 349.
80. Ibid., S. 358.
81. Ibid., S. 366.
82. Which iV ZhaW VRPe RWheUZiVe highl\ iQfRUPed e[SRQeQWV RU cUiWicV Rf MaU[iVP

aSSeaU WR belieYe (cf. fRU e[aPSle CalYe], La Penspe de Karl Mar[, SS. 626ʃ.).
83. (Trans.) LiV]ly Rajk ZaV a PiQiVWeU iQ Whe HXQgaUiaQ gRYeUQPeQW fURP 1943 XQWil

1949, ZheQ he ZaV aUUeVWed aV SaUW Rf Whe SWaliQiVW SXUgeV. He ZaV e[ecXWed afWeU a ¶VhRZ
WUial· Zhich aURXVed aQ iQWeUQaWiRQal RXWcU\, aQd ZaV SRVWhXPRXVl\ UehabiliWaWed iQ 1956.
The KhUXVhcheY UeSRUW WR Whe TZeQWieWh CRQgUeVV Rf Whe SRYieW CRPPXQiVW PaUW\ haV beeQ



called ¶RQe Rf Whe PRVW iPSRUWaQW dRcXPeQWV Rf RXU ceQWXU\·. IW caXVed diVaUUa\ iQ Whe PCF,
ZheUe iW ZaV deQRXQced aV a fRUgeU\. IQ La Somme eW le resWe (1959) LefebYUe deVcUibeV hRZ
hiV fUieQdV iQ Whe PaUW\ ZeUe ¶WUaXPaWi]ed, PRUall\ aQd Sh\Vicall\ VickeQed· b\ iW, Zhile he
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84. MaU[, ¶EcRQRPic aQd PhilRVRShical MaQXVcUiSWV·, S. 351.
85. (Trans.) The SageV Zhich fRllRZ dUaZ e[WeQViYel\ XSRQ Hegel cf. QRWe 86 belRZ).
86. Cf. NRUbeUW GXWeUPaQ aQd HeQUi LefebYUe, MorceaX[ choisis de Hegel, GalliPaUd,

PaUiV 1939, QRWabl\ SS. 144ʃ.; alVR JeaQ H\SSRliWe, LogiqXe eW e[isWence, PUF, PaUiV 1953,
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ShilRVRSh\.)
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BeUliQ 1954, aQd L|ZiWh, Von Hegel bis NieW]sche, EXURSa VeUlag, ZXUich 1947.
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cUiViV Rf ¶SXUe· ShilRVRSh\), bXW Zhich haYe UeWaiQed Whe QegaWiYe chaUacWeUiVWicV Rf
WUadiWiRQal ShilRVRSh\: deYalXaWiRQ Rf Whe eYeU\da\ (Rf Whe facWiWiRXV, Rf Whe iQVWUXPeQWal,
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iQ Earl\ WriWings, S. 250.
98. MaU[, ¶OQ Whe JeZiVh QXeVWiRQ·, ibid., S. 234.
99. Ibid., S. 220.
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101. Cf. SWaliQ, Anarchism and Socialism.
102. IQ Whe caSiWaliVW ecRQRP\, cRPPRdiWieV e[chaQged PXVW be cRQVXPed. IW iV a PaWWeU

Rf iQdiʃeUeQce WR Whe caSiWaliVW ZheWheU Whe cRPPRdiW\ SURdXced cRUUeVSRQdV WR a geQXiQe
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1 Brief Notes on some Well-Trodden Ground



1. (Trans.) ThiQl\ Yeiled UefeUeQceV WR Gide·V FrXiWs of Whe EarWh (1897) aQd The ImmoralisW
(1902).

2. (Trans.) IQ hiV WUaQVlaWiRQ Rf BaXdelaiUe·V InWimaWe JoXrnals, ChUiVWRSheU IVheUZRRd
UeQdeUV WhiV aV ¶STXibV aQd CUackeUV·.

3. I Vhall deal ZiWh failXUe, defeaW aQd Whe dXaliW\ Rf Whe iQdiYidXal iQ La Conscience
priYpe, ZheUe I Vhall VWXd\ Whe hiVWRU\ aQd VWUXcWXUe Rf iQdiYidXaliW\. (Trans.: The bRRk
QeYeU aSSeaUed.)

4. (Trans.) NRWabl\ iQ Le Gpnie dX ChrisWianisme (1802), Zhich cRQWUibXWed WR Whe UeYiYal
Rf UeligiRQ iQ FUaQce iQ Whe afWeUPaWh Rf Whe ReYRlXWiRQ.

5. (Trans.) SeW iQ ScRWlaQd, ¶L·Aigle dX CaVTXe· (La Lpgende des siqcles 1, 1859) WellV Rf Whe
SXUVXiW aQd VlaXghWeU Rf Whe \RXWh AQgXV b\ Whe eYil TiShaiQe. The eagle iQ TXeVWiRQ cRPeV
WR life fURP TiShaiQe·V helPeW aQd e[acWV a blRRd\ UeWUibXWiRQ. La Lpgende des siqcles iWVelf
ZaV ZUiWWeQ beWZeeQ 1859 aQd 1883, aQd iV cRPSRVed Rf a VeUieV Rf eSic SRePV Zhich VeW
RXW WR SRUWUa\ Whe hiVWRU\ Rf hXPaQiW\. AV Whe WiWle VXggeVWV, HXgR eQYiVageV hiVWRU\ aV
legeQd RU P\Wh.

6. BaXdelaiUe, ¶The PaiQWeU Rf MRdeUQ Life·, iQ SelecWed WriWings on ArW and ArWisWs, WUaQV.
P.E. ChaUYeW, CaPbUidge UQiYeUViW\ PUeVV, CaPbUidge 1981, S. 329. (Trans.: The eVVa\
e[aPiQeV Whe SaiQWiQgV aQd VkeWcheV Rf CRQVWaQWiQ GX\V.)

7. Ibid.
8. Ibid., S. 398.
9. BaXdelaiUe, InWimaWe JoXrnals, WUaQV. ChUiVWRSheU IVheUZRRd, BlackaPRUe PUeVV, LRQdRQ

1930, S. 36.
10. Ibid., S. 39.
11. BaXdelaiUe SRVVeVVed VSeciɹc iQfRUPaWiRQ abRXW WhiV dialecWic, alWhRXgh iW iV diɽcXlW

WR Va\ hRZ he RbWaiQed iW. WhR iV he UefeUUiQg WR iQ Whe fRllRZiQg liQeV: ¶PRUWUaiW Rf Whe
liWeUaU\ Uabble. DRcWRU EVWaPiQeWXV CUaSXlRVXV PedaQWiVViPXV¬«¬HiV HegeliVP·? (Ibid., S.
74.) He hiPVelf (BaXdelaiUe) cRXld ZUiWe iQ Whe SXUeVW HegeliaQ VSiUiW: ¶WhaW iV Whe Fall? If
iW iV XQiW\ becRPe dXaliW\, iW iV GRd ZhR haV falleQ. IQ RWheU ZRUdV, ZRXld QRW cUeaWiRQ be
Whe fall Rf GRd?· (Ibid., S. 75.) AQd a liWWle fXUWheU RQ: ¶WZR cRQWUadicWRU\ ideaV¬ «¬ aUe
ideQWical¬«¬WhiV ideQWiW\ haV alZa\V e[iVWed. ThiV ideQWiW\ iV hiVWRU\.· (Ibid., S. 98.)

12. Ibid., S. 49.
13. Ibid., S. 69.
14. Ibid., S. 99.
15. Ibid., S. 91.
16. Ibid., S. 42.
17. Ibid., S. 37.



18. HeUe iW iV aSSURSUiaWe WR diVWiQgXiVh beWZeeQ Whe caVe Pade ZiWh VXch RbVWiQaWe ill-
hXPRXU b\ JXlieQ BeQda aQd RXU RZQ. BeQda SURclaiPed hiPVelf Whe ceQVRU Rf hiV age iQ
Whe QaPe Rf claVVical, eWeUQal, XQchaQgiQg ReaVRQ. HiV bill Rf iQdicWPeQW ZaV baVed
SUecaUiRXVl\ RQ a PiVXQdeUVWaQdiQg: aV GasWaQ PicRQ SURSeUl\ SRiQWV RXW iQ ConɻXences, QR.
6, Whe WaUgeW fRU hiV aWWackV VhifWed back aQd fRUWh beWZeeQ ZhaW Pa\ be called aQWi-
iQWellecWXaliVP aQd ZhaW Pa\ be called aQWi-UaWiRQaliVP. He failed WR XQdeUVWaQd fXll\ Whe
ShilRVRShical diVWiQcWiRQ beWZeeQ iQWelligeQce (Whe facXlW\ fRU XQdeUVWaQdiQg aQd aQal\ViV)
aQd UeaVRQ (Whe facXlW\ fRU XQiW\ aQd V\QWheViV). IQVWead Rf caUefXll\ deɹQiQg hiV WeUPV, he
Uelied RQ Whe cRPPRQ-VeQVe aQd acceSWed RSiQiRQV Rf ¶Whe PaQ iQ Whe VWUeeW· fRU Whe
PeaQiQg Rf Whe ZRUdV he XVed. BXW, ¶if Ze aVk Whe PaQ iQ Whe VWUeeW ZhaW hiV YieZV aUe RQ
PURXVW, ValpU\ aQd Gide, he Zill UeSl\ WhaW Whe\ aUe WRR iQWellecWXal· (AXgXVWe AQglqV,
AcWion, 28 SeSWePbeU 1945).
¬¬¬¬OQe caQ accXVe all ¶PRdeUQiW\· Rf QRW UeVSecWiQg Whe caQRQ Rf WUadiWiRQal UeaVRQ, bXW QRW
Rf beiQg aQWi-iQWellecWXal, TXiWe Whe UeYeUVe.
¬ ¬ ¬ ¬AQd iQ aQ\ caVe, if WUadiWiRQal UeaVRQ, ePbRdied iQ JXlieQ BeQda, cRPSlaiQV WhaW iW iV
beiQg abaQdRQed, WheQ VXUel\ WheUe iV VRPeWhiQg cRPSlaceQW abRXW iWV claiP WR be eWeUQal.
AQd VhRXld QRW WUadiWiRQal UeaVRQ iWVelf acceSW VRPe UeVSRQVibiliW\? WhaW Ze ZeQW iQ
VeaUch Rf, hRZeYeU, ZaV a QeZ ReaVRQ caSable Rf RUgaQi]iQg Whe hXPaQ ZRUld, Rf acWiQg
ZiWhiQ WiPe UaWheU WhaQ claiPiQg WR be be\RQd iW. AQd Ze fRXQd a QeZ ReaVRQ, eʃecWiYe
aQd cRQcUeWe. AV Whe UeadeU Zill haYe Ueali]ed, Ze aUe UefeUUiQg WR DialecWical ReaVRQ.
¬ ¬ ¬ ¬We dR QRW SXW ¶PRdeUQiW\· iQ Whe dRck RQ Whe gURXQdV WhaW iW iV iUUaWiRQal, bXW PRUe
geQeUall\ becaXVe iW iV aQ aWWack RQ PaQkiQd iQ iWV YeU\ life aQd WRWaliW\ ² aQ aWWack Zhich,
VeeQ iQ aQRWheU lighW, haV helSed WR deɹQe Whe SURbleP, WR VhaUSeQ Whe VeQVe WhaW iW iV
VeUiRXV, aQd eYeQ WR cRQWUibXWe VRPe elePeQWV WRZaUdV iWV VRlXWiRQ. (Trans.: BeQda ZaV aQ
aUdeQW cUiWic Rf PRVW fRUPV Rf PRdeUQiVP, aQd cRQVideUed WhaW iW ZaV Whe dXW\ Rf Whe
iQWellecWXal (Whe ¶cleUc·) WR defeQd agaiQVW Whe eURViRQ Rf XQiYeUVal YalXeV b\ Whe
iQWURdXcWiRQ Rf WUaQViWRU\ cRQceUQV (VXch aV SRliWicV) iQWR liWeUaWXUe. HiV PRVW faPRXV bRRk
ZaV La Trahison des clercs, bXW LefebYUe hiPVelf ZaV SaUWicXlaUl\ iQɻXeQced iQ hiV \RXWh b\
Belphpgor (1918). WUiWiQg abRXW WhiV iQ La Somme eW le resWe, he Va\V: ¶I cRXld haYe becRPe a
SXUUealiVW¬«¬if iW had QRW beeQ fRU AQdUp BUeWRQ·V iQVXʃeUable SeUVRQaliW\ ² aQd fRU JXlieQ
BeQda¬ «¬ HiV YeU\ e[iVWeQce SURYeV WhaW Whe WheViV Rf Whe ´deVWUXcWiRQ Rf UeaVRQµ iV QRW
Yalid fRU FUaQce, aQd WhaW LXkicV iV e[aggeUaWiQg ZheQ he VXggeVWV WhaW WhiV deVWUXcWiRQ iV
chaUacWeUiVWic Rf Whe ShilRVRShical hiVWRU\ Rf caSiWaliVP, iPSeUialiVP aQd Whe bRXUgeRiVie.
MRUeRYeU, BeQda·V dRgPaWiVP SaYed Whe Za\ UaWheU Zell fRU MaU[iVW
dRgPaWiVP¬«¬IQɻXeQced b\ BeQda, I begaQ delibeUaWel\ WR dR Whe WhiQgV I didQ·W eQjR\ ²
like abaQdRQiQg P\ ɹUVW lRYe, SchXPaQQ, aQd adRSWiQg hiV SRlaU RSSRViWe, Bach¬«·)



19. RiPbaXd, ¶The DUXQkeQ BRaW·, iQ CollecWed Poems, PeQgXiQ, HaUPRQdVZRUWh 1960, S.
167.

20. ¶LeWWeU WR PaXl DePeQ\·, ibid., S. 10.
21. ¶LeWWeU WR GeRUgeV I]aPbaUd·, ibid., S. 6.
22. Ibid.
23. (Trans.) CRiQed b\ FUaQ] RRh iQ 1925 WR TXalif\ aQ aVSecW Rf GeUPaQ aUW, Whe WeUP

haV Rf cRXUVe beeQ XVed VXbVeTXeQWl\ fRU a Zide UaQge Rf aXWhRUV.
24. AQdUp BUeWRQ, ManifesWos of SXrrealism, UQiYeUViW\ Rf MichigaQ PUeVV, AQQ AUbRU,

1977, S. 123. (Trans.: ThiV XVe Rf Whe WiWle ¶MRQVieXU· iV SaUWicXlaUl\ cRQWePSWXRXV ² a WRQal
deYice adRSWed b\ LefebYUe elVeZheUe iQ WhiV bRRk ² aQd UeYealV Whe SeUVRQal aQWiSaWh\ he
felW fRU BUeWRQ. HRZeYeU, hiV UelaWiRQV ZiWh Whe SXUUealiVW gURXS aV a ZhRle had alZa\V
beeQ diɽcXlW. The SXUUealiVWV had beeQ SeUceiYed aV UiYalV b\ Whe Philosophies gURXS Zhich
LefebYUe led beWZeeQ 1921 aQd 1929. AQ aWWePSW WR PeUge Whe WZR gURXSV iQ 1925 ZaV
XQVXcceVVfXl (iURQicall\ LefebYUe ZaV iQVWUXcWed b\ hiV cRlleagXeV WR Well Whe SXUUealiVWV WhaW
Whe philosophes ZRXld QRW be SUeSaUed WR UeliQTXiVh WheiU belief iQ ¶Whe EWeUQal·), aQd
VXbVeTXeQW UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ WheP ZeUe acUiPRQiRXV. IQ La Somme eW le resWe LefebYUe
adPiWV WhaW XQdeU diʃeUeQW ciUcXPVWaQceV he cRXld haYe beeQ a SXUUealiVW, aQd iQ Whe
FRUeZRUd WR WhiV InWrodXcWion Wo Whe CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life he TXaliɹeV hiV aQWagRQiVP. Cf.
abRYe, FRUeZRUd, Q. 49. NeYeUWheleVV, LefebYUe cRQWiQXed WR cRQVideU SXUUealiVP aV aQ
e[WUePe fRUP Rf aeVWheWic iQdiYidXaliVP.)

25. AQWRQiQ AUWaXd, OeXYres complqWes, YRl. 6, GalliPaUd, PaUiV 1966, S. 16.
26. Cf. MaXUice NadeaX, The HisWor\ of SXrrealism, WUaQV. R. HRZaUd, PeQgXiQ,

HaUPRQdVZRUWh 1978.
27. Ibid., S. 85.
28. AQdUp BUeWRQ, Les pas perdXs, NRF, PaUiV 1924, S. 110.
29. OQ Whe VXbjecW Rf WhiV PedanWissimXs, hiV liWeUaU\ caUeeU aQd Whe SUiQciSleV Rf

gRYeUQPeQW he ePSlR\ed, Ze Pa\ UeliVh A Corpse b\ JacTXeV PUpYeUW, aQd UeSUiQWed iQ
NadeaX·V HisWor\ of SXrrealism, S. 301: ¶WheQ he ZaV aliYe, he ZURWe WR VhRUWeQ hiV WiPe, he
Vaid, WR ɹQd PeQ, aQd ZheQ he haSSeQed WR ɹQd WheP, he ZaV PRUWall\ afUaid, aQd
SUeWeQdiQg aQ RYeUSRZeUiQg aʃecWiRQ, la\ iQ ZaiW fRU Whe PRPeQW ZheQ he cRXld cRYeU
WheP ZiWh ɹlWh.·
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33. LRXiV AUagRQ, Paris PeasanW, WUaQV. SiPRQ WaWVRQ Ta\lRU, CaSe, LRQdRQ 1971, S. 24.
34. Ibid., S. 27.



35. Ibid., S. 28.
36. (Trans.) A UefeUeQce WR EXgqQe SXe·V QRYel Rf cUiPiQaliW\ iQ QiQeWeeQWh-ceQWXU\ PaUiV

(M\sWeries of Paris, DedalXV, SaZWU\, UK 1988). MaU[ e[aPiQeV iW aW leQgWh iQ The Hol\
Famil\.

37. SalYadRU Dali, TXRWed iQ The HisWor\ of SXrrealism, S. 200.
38. Ibid., S. 204. (Trans.: The RbjecW deVcUibed iV GiacRPeWWi·V VcXlSWXUe L·HeXre des

Wraces.)
39. Ibid., SS. 204²5.
40. AQdUp BUeWRQ, Mad LoYe, WUaQV. MaU\ AQQ CaZV, UQiYeUViW\ Rf NebUaVka, LiQcRlQ aQd

LRQdRQ, 19877 SS. 15²16.
41. ThiV laZ, Whe ɹUVW Rf Whe laZV Zhich Whe cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\ life Zill fRUPXlaWe, haV

alUead\ beeQ hiQWed aW b\ VRPe VRciRlRgiVWV, bXW RQ Whe ZhRle iW haV beeQ diVUegaUded. ThXV
RRgeU CailiRiV, fRU ZhRP Whe ¶VacUed· iV aQ e[WeUQal caWegRU\ Rf feeliQg, haV ViPSl\ failed WR
XQdeUVWaQd iWV faWe.
¬¬¬¬JeaQ Eʃel·V chaUPiQg dUaZiQgV Rf aQgelV, VaiQWV aQd hRl\ faWheUV iQ cRPic SRVWXUeV aUe
PXch PRUe ¶SURfRXQd· iQ WhiV cRQQecWiRQ WhaQ PXch Rf ZhaW Whe SURfeVViRQal VRciRlRgiVWV
haYe SURdXced.

42. (Trans.) A UefeUeQce WR ASRlliQaiUe·V SReP ¶L·EQchaQWeXU SRXUUiVVaQW·.
43. InWimaWe JoXrnals, S. 92.
44. (Trans.) BaXdelaiUe·V PRVW faPRXV SUeVeQWaWiRQ Rf WhiV idea iV iQ Whe VRQQeW

¶CRUUeVSRQdeQceV·, iQ SelecWred Poems, WUaQV. aQd iQWURd. JRaQQa RichaUdVRQ, PeQgXiQ,
HaUPRQdVZRUWh 1975, S. 43.

45. M. CheVWRY, PoXYoirs des clefs, Plpiade, PaUiV 1928, S. 382.
46. BeQjaPiQ FRQdaQe, La Conscience malheXreXse, DeQRsl eW SWeele, PaUiV 1936, SS. 270²

71.
47. (Trans.) BeWZeeQ 1945 aQd 1950 Whe PCF aWWePSWed WR SXW RQ a XQiWed fURQW WR

cRQdePQ SaUWUe·V e[iVWeQWialiVP, Zhich ZaV SeUceiYed aV beiQg idealiVW, iQdiYidXaliVWic aQd
aQWi-CRPPXQiVW, aQd aV Whe PaUW\·V leadiQg iQWellecWXal LefebYUe diUecWed Whe aWWack,
QRWabl\ iQ L·e[isWenWialisme (1946). SRPe Rf Whe acUiPRQ\ Rf WhiV claVVic ¶aUgXPeQW·, Zhich iV
Zell-dRcXPeQWed iQ MaUk PRVWeU·V E[isWenWialisW Mar[ism in PosWZar France, iV aSSaUeQW iQ
Whe UefeUeQceV Pade WR SaUWUe WhURXghRXW Whe InWrodXcWion.

48. (Trans.) GaUciQ iQ In Camera.
49. (Trans.) BUilliaQW fRU Whe SRZeU aQd iQYeQWiYeQeVV Rf hiV QRYelV (Whe PRVW faPRXV

beiQg JoXrne\ Wo Whe End of Whe NighW), deVSicable ² SUeVXPabl\ ² RQ accRXQW Rf hiV aQWi-
VePiWiVP aQd hiV defecWiRQ WR Whe Na]iV iQ 1944.

50. JeaQ CaVVRX, Le CenWre dX monde, SagiWWaiUe, PaUiV 1945, S. 199.



51. Ibid., S. 238.
52. IW iV UaWheU VigQiɹcaQW WhaW AUagRQ·V gUeaW QRYel AXrplien VhRXld alVR be a QRYel Rf

defeaW (Whe failXUe Rf a PaQ aQd a ZRPaQ, Whe failXUe Rf a lRYe). Wh\ failXUe? ThURXgh
dXaliW\. BpUpQice iV iQ lRYe ZiWh AXUelieQ, aQd heU lRYe iV ¶abVRlXWe·: AXUplieQ iV iQ lRYe
ZiWh BpUpQice. AV bRWh Rf WheP aUe iQdeciViYe, idle beiQgV, aV ¶UelaWiYe· aV iW iV SRVVible WR
be, aQd led RQ b\ ciUcXPVWaQceV RYeU Zhich Whe\ haYe QR cRQWURl, Whe\ aUe XQable eiWheU WR
fXlɹl RU eYeQ WR UecRgQi]e WheiU lRYe. The PRVW PRYiQg SaUWV Rf Whe bRRk aUe achieYed
WhURXgh Whe iQWeUYeQWiRQ Rf a magical RbjecW: a VWUaQgel\ beaXWifXl SlaVWeU PaVk¬«
¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ The aXWhRU·V VRcial UealiVP aSSeaUV RQl\ PaUgiQall\ iQ Whe VWRU\. B\ aQ aQalRgRXV
cRQWUadicWiRQ, MaUceQac·V VhRUW VWRU\ ¶A MeUYeille· iV a VaWiUe RQ Whe PaUYellRXV ZUiWWeQ iQ a
ZRQdeU-VWUXck PaQQeU.

2 The Knowledge of Everyday Life

1. (Trans.) ChaUleV MaXUUaV aQd MaXUice BaUUqV ZeUe bRWh ZUiWeUV ZiWh QaWiRQaliVW UighW-
ZiQg cUedeQWialV. MaXUUaV ZaV a fRXQdeU PePbeU Rf AcWiRQ fUaQoaiVe.

2. MaUc BlRch, CaracWqres originaX[ de l·hisWoire rXrale franoaise, CRliQ, PaUiV 1956, SS. 64²
5.

3. (Trans.) PieUUe EPPaQXel·V SReWU\ iV a cRPSle[ Pi[WXUe Rf CaWhRliciVP, FUeXdiaQiVP
aQd P\Wh, aQd aWWePSWV WR cRQWiQXe Whe WUadiWiRQ Rf FUeQch S\PbRliVP.

4. NRZ aQd agaiQ, eYeQ iQ Whe WiPe Rf VXbliPe hiVWRU\, VRPeRQe ZRXld leW Whe caW RXW Rf
Whe bag. FRU e[aPSle Whe QawYe hiVWRUiaQ Rf GaVcRQ\, abbp MRQle]XQ, ZhR aURXQd 1850
gaYe a leaUQed accRXQW Rf hRZ Whe ChXUch had accXPXlaWed iWV ZealWh iQ Whe Middle AgeV:
lRUdV aQd kiQgV VSeQW UaVhl\ aQd becaPe iPSRYeUiVhed; bXW Whe ChXUch ¶PaQaged Whe
aVVeWV· Rf Whe SRRU SUXdeQWl\; aQd iQ iWV bleVVed haQdV, WhRVe aVVeWV bRUe fUXiW.

3 Marxism as Critical Knowledge of Everyday Life

1. KaQW, ¶PUeface WR FiUVW EdiWiRQ·, iQ CriWiqXe of PXre Reason, WUaQV. N.K. SPiWh,
MacPillaQ, LRQdRQ 1973, S. 9.

2. (Trans.) All Whe SUecediQg TXRWaWiRQV haYe beeQ fURP KieUkegaaUd·V JoXrnal, iQ P\
WUaQVlaWiRQ fURP LefebYUe·V XQVSeciɹed FUeQch YeUViRQ.

3. (Trans.) ThiV VeYeQWeeQWh-ceQWXU\ WheRlRgiaQ iV PRVW faPRXV fRU hiV fXQeUal RUaWiRQV.
HiV DiscoXrse giYeV a WheRlRgical iQWeUSUeWaWiRQ Rf hiVWRU\.



4. (Trans.) Cf. ChaSWeU 1, S. 117, ZheUe iW iV caWegRUi]ed aV Whe laZ Rf Whe
¶WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ· Rf Whe iUUaWiRQal.

5. Cf. NRUbeUW GXWeUPaQ aQd HeQUi LefebYUe, La Conscience m\sWiɹpe, GalliPaUd, CRll.
¶LeV EVVaiV·, PaUiV 1936.

6. (Trans.) Cf. FRUeZRUd, Q. 26 RQ Whe ZRUd ¶SUiYp·.
7. (Trans.) The ɹUVW VecWiRQ Rf The HXman Comed\ iV iQ facW VXbWiWled ¶SceQeV fURP

PUiYaWe Life·.
8. Cf. NRUbeUW GXWeUPaQ aQd HeQUi LefebYUe, ¶IQdiYidX eW claVVe·, AYanW-PosWe, QR. 1, PaUiV

1933; alVR La Conscience priYpe, VeTXel WR La Conscience m\sWiɹpe, iQ SUeSaUaWiRQ (Trans.: bXW
QeYeU SXbliVhed).

9. (Trans.) ChaUleV PpgX\ ZaV a SReW aQd eVVa\iVW ZhR WUaQVfeUUed hiV allegiaQce fURP
VRcialiVP WR a kiQd Rf idiRV\QcUaWic CaWhRliciVP. He ZaV aQ aUdeQW QaWiRQaliVW, aQd ZaV
clRVel\ aVVRciaWed ZiWh Whe cXlW Rf JRaQ Rf AUc. He died iQ 1914.

10. MaU[, ¶The HRl\ FaPil\·, iQ CollecWed Works, YRl. 4, LaZUeQce aQd WiVhaUW, LRQdRQ
1975, S. 42.

11. Ibid.
12. Ibid., S. 43.
13. Cf. LpRQ BlXP·V VSeech aW Whe 1945 SRcialiVW CRQgUeVV, eWc.
14. (Trans.) Cf. PURXdhRQ·V Thporie de la propripWp, YRl. 4.
15. MaU[, ¶The HRl\ FaPil\·, S. 42.
16. MaU[, ¶EcRQRPic aQd PhilRVRShical MaQXVcUiSWV·, iQ Earl\ WriWings, PeQgXiQ,

HaUPRQdVZRUWh 1975, S. 361.
17. Ibid.
18. Ibid., S. 377.
19. Ibid., S. 358.
20. Ibid., S. 359.
21. Ibid.
22. Ibid.
23. Ibid., S. 352.
24. MaU[, CapiWal VRlXPe 1, PeQgXiQ, HaUPRQdVZRUWh 1976, S. 310.
25. MaU[, ¶EcRQRPic aQd PhilRVRShical MaQXVcUiSWV·, S. 324.
26. MaU[, The German Ideolog\, PURgUeVV PXbliVheUV, MRVcRZ 1968, S. 45.
27. MaU[, ¶OQ Whe JeZiVh QXeVWiRQ·, Earl\ WriWings, S. 183.
28. Ibid.
29. MaU[, CapiWal, YRl. 3, S. 959.
30. MaU[, ¶EcRQRPic aQd PhilRVRShical MaQXVcUiSWV·, S. 351.



31. Ibid.
32. Ibid.
33. (Trans.) ThiV ¶TXRWaWiRQ· ² ¶l·aUW eVW la SlXV haXWe jRie TXe l·hRPPe Ve dRQQe j lXi-

PrPe· ² iV LefebYUe·V RZQ fRUPXla, alWhRXgh he XVed iW laWeU aV a SUeface WR hiV ConWribXWion
j l·esWhpWiqXe (1954), aWWUibXWed WR MaU[. ThiV ¶fRUgeU\· ZaV iQclXded aPRQg Whe UeaVRQV
giYeQ fRU hiV VXVSeQViRQ fURP Whe FCP iQ 1958.

34. Ibid., SS. 351²2.
35. Ibid., S. 352.
36. MaU[, CapiWal, YRl. 3, S. 959.
37. Ibid.
38. Ibid.

4 The Development of Marxist Thought

1. (Trans.) ThiV iV a SeUeQQial SURbleP fRU WUaQVlaWRUV Rf MaU[ aQd MaU[iVW liWeUaWXUe, aQd
iV cRPSRXQded ZheQ RQe iV WUaQVlaWiQg from a laQgXage RWheU WhaQ GeUPaQ. I haYe XVed
¶VXSeUVede· aQd iWV deUiYaWiYeV WhURXghRXW. Cf. Whe GlRVVaU\ iQ Whe PeQgXiQ ediWiRQ Rf MaU[·V
Earl\ WriWings.

2. The aiP Rf VeYeUal bRRkV Zhich ZeUe ZUiWWeQ befRUe WhiV CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life ZaV
WR UediVcRYeU aXWheQWic MaU[iVP, WR bUiQg WheVe fXQdaPeQWal QRWiRQV WR lighW aQd UeadRSW
WheP. IQ RXU iQWURdXcWiRQ WR MaU[, MorceaX[ choisis, NRUbeUW GXWeUPaQ aQd I dUeZ
aWWeQWiRQ WR economic feWishism (a QRWiRQ lRQg QeglecWed b\ MaU[iVWV) aV Zell aV WR dialecWical
PeWhRd. IQ La Conscience m\sWiɹpe Ze VhRZed hRZ Whe PRYePeQW fURP aSSeaUaQce WR
UealiW\ (aQd Yice YeUVa) fXQcWiRQV iQ Whe dRPaiQ Rf ideaV aQd UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV. We aWWePSWed
WR aQal\Ve WhiV PRYePeQW iQ RXU WiPeV, b\ VhRZiQg hRZ, RQ Whe baViV Rf aQ e[iVWiQg ¶PRde
Rf SURdXcWiRQ·, Whe bRXUgeRiVie SXVheV WRZaUdV P\VWiɹcaWiRQ, Zhile Whe SURleWaUiaW aQd iWV
UeSUeVeQWaWiYeV VWUXggle WRZaUdV deP\VWiɹcaWiRQ. IQ Whe VecRQd SaUW Rf WhaW bRRk Ze
SUeVeQWed Whe eQWiUe VcRSe Rf Whe alieQaWiRQ Rf ¶PRdeUQ· PaQ. LaVWl\, iQ DialecWical
MaWerialism, I deYelRSed fRU Whe ɹUVW WiPe iQ PRdeUQ ShilRVRSh\ Whe QRWiRQ Rf Whe ¶WRWal
PaQ·, liQkiQg iW WR Whe fXQdaPeQWal WheVeV Rf MaU[iVP, WR dialecWical lRgic aQd WR Whe
WheRUieV Rf alieQaWiRQ aQd Rf ecRQRPic feWiVhiVP. SiQce WheVe ZRUkV aUe eiWheU RXW Rf SUiQW
RU ZeUe deVWUR\ed iQ 1940, iW VeePed ZRUWhZhile dUaZiQg aWWeQWiRQ heUe WR Whe RYeUall
SlaQ RQ Zhich Whe\ ZeUe baVed. (Trans. DialecWical MaWerialism haV beeQ UeSUiQWed aW leaVW
VeYeQ WiPeV, aQd haV beeQ WUaQVlaWed iQWR PaQ\ laQgXageV. La Conscience m\sWiɹpe ZaV
UeiVVXed iQ 1979.)



3. (Trans.) AlWhRXgh LefebYUe haV becRPe beWWeU kQRZQ aV a WheRUiVW Rf XUbaQ VSace, hiV
VWXdieV Rf UXUal cRPPXQiWieV ZeUe cUXcial WR Whe deYelRSPeQW Rf hiV cUiWiTXe Rf eYeU\da\
life. IQ 1948 he XQdeUWRRk UeVeaUch iQ UXUal VRciRlRg\ aW Whe CNRS (CeQWUe NaWiRQal de la
RecheUche ScieQWiɹTXe), aQd iQ 1954 he defeQded WZR dRcWRUal WheVeV RQ UXUal
cRPPXQiWieV iQ Whe P\UeQeeV.

4. (Trans.) LefebYUe ZaV WR addUeVV WhiV TXeVWiRQ iQ PRUe deWail ɹfWeeQ \eaUV laWeU iQ hiV
InWrodXcWion j la moderniWp (1962).

5. Cf. aQ aWWePSW WR aQal\Ve WhiV iQWeUacWiRQ iQ La Conscience m\sWiɹpe.
¬¬¬¬PV\chRaQal\VWV haYe aWWePSWed WR e[aPiQe WhiV ViWXaWiRQ Rf Whe VR-called ¶PRdeUQ· PaQ.
The higheU PeQWal ageQc\ Whe\ deVcUibe, WhRXgh ZiWhRXW XQdeUVWaQdiQg iWV VRcial QaWXUe ²
ceQVRUVhiS, VXSeUegR, eWc. ² cRUUeVSRQdV WR Whe ¶SXblic· cRQVciRXVQeVV. BXW WheiU UealiVWic
cRQceSWiRQ Rf Whe XQcRQVciRXV liPiWV Whe YalXe Rf WheiU aQal\ViV cRQVideUabl\. WhaW Ze
PXVW diVcRYeU iQ WhiV P\VWif\iQg QRWiRQ iV SUeciVel\ Whe Ueal cRQWeQW Rf RXU cRQVciRXVQeVV,
PeUged ZiWh deSUiYaWiRQ aQd Whe gURZiQg aZaUeQeVV Rf iW, aQd UeSUeVVed b\ Whe ¶SXblic·
cRQVciRXVQeVV.
¬ ¬ ¬ ¬Kafka·V QRYelV alVR WU\ WR deVcUibe Whe life Rf PeQ ZhR PRYe fRUZaUd bliQdl\ WRZaUdV
WheiU ¶faWe·. AQd \eW b\ RYeUePShaVi]iQg Whe WRQe Rf aQgXiVh, he PiVVeV Whe ZRUVW deceSWiRQ
Rf all: Whe PRUal RU VRcial eXShRUia iQ Zhich SXblic cRQVciRXVQeVV aWWePSWV WR keeS Whe
¶SUiYaWe· iQdiYidXal (XQleVV iW caVWV hiP dRZQ bUXWall\, aQd ZiWhRXW WUaQViWiRQ, iQWR VR deeS
a deVSaiU WhaW he QR lRQgeU eYeQ aWWePSWV WR Ueali]e hiV ¶deVWiQ\·).

6. IQ SaUWicXlaU, Whe life Rf ZRPeQ aQd Whe Za\ WheiU WaVkV aUe RUgaQi]ed, eWc., cRQVWiWXWeV
RQe Rf WheVe liWWle-kQRZQ VecWRUV Zhich aUe e[SlaiQed Rɽciall\ b\ a P\VWif\iQg PRUal
VchePe (VacUiɹce RU dedicaWiRQ aV a ¶YRcaWiRQ· ² RU elVe a lack Rf PRUal VeQVe ZiWh
SURVWiWXWiRQ aV a ¶YRcaWiRQ· ² WheVe alWeUQaWiYeV aUe ZhaW Whe aYeUage SXblic cRQVciRXVQeVV
SURSRVeV aV e[SlaQaWiRQV fRU Whe liYeV Rf iQdiYidXal ZRPeQ)«

7. The VWXd\ Rf eYeU\da\ life caQ VXSSl\ VRciR-ecRQRPic VcieQce ZiWh VRPe e[WUePel\
iPSRUWaQW dRcXPeQWaU\ PaWeUial. FRU e[aPSle, iW cRQɹUPV Whe fRllRZiQg facW, RU UaWheU laZ,
eVWabliVhed b\ MaU[: claVV iPSlieV QRW RQl\ a qXanWiWaWiYe diʃeUeQce (iQ ValaUieV, ZageV aQd
iQcRPe), bXW alVR a qXaliWaWiYe RQe (iQ Whe diVWUibXWiRQ aQd XVe Rf iQcRPe). ThXV iQ PaUiV
(TXRWiQg Whe SUiceV fRU 1938) Whe bRXQdaU\ beWZeeQ SRRU-TXaliW\, XQVaQiWaU\
accRPPRdaWiRQ aQd biggeU, beWWeU-liW, beWWeU-ViWXaWed aQd eTXiSSed hRXViQg cleaUl\ la\
beWZeeQ 4,000 aQd 5,000 fUaQcV UeQW a \eaU. WiWh a UelaWiYel\ VPall aPRXQW Rf PRQe\ e[WUa
² bXW WRR PXch fRU Whe SURleWaUiaQ WR aʃRUd ² RQe cRXld PRYe fURP ZRUkiQg-claVV RU YeU\
SeWW\-bRXUgeRiV accRPPRdaWiRQ WR a ¶Piddle-claVV· ɻaW. OWheU e[aPSleV: QRUPall\ RU eYeQ
XQdeU black PaUkeW ViWXaWiRQV, a VhRdd\ VXiW ZRXld cRVW [ fUaQcV, Zhile a high-TXaliW\ RQe
cRVWiQg RQe aQd a half WiPeV PRUe, aSaUW fURP beiQg QiceU WR ZeaU, ZRXld laVW WhUee WiPeV



aV lRQg. LabRXU-VaYiQg deYiceV iQ bRXUgeRiV ɻaWV (UefUigeUaWRUV, ZaVhiQg PachiQeV, eWc.)
ZeUe alVR PXch PRUe ecRQRPical. PURleWaUiaQ life iV QRW deɹQed ViPSl\ b\ lack Rf PRQe\,
bXW alVR b\ SRiQWleVV bXW XQaYRidable e[SeQdiWXUe aQd ZaVWe.
¬¬¬¬A laZ caQ be fRUPXlaWed: Whe UicheU RQe iV, Whe cheaSeU RQe·V life Zill be (UelaWiYel\).
¬¬¬¬DXUiQg aQ ¶abQRUPal· SeUiRd Rf black PaUkeW RU XQdeUSURdXcWiRQ, Zell-Rʃ faPilieV ZiWh
a faUP RU a VPallhRldiQg aUe able WR la\ WheiU haQdV RQ fRRdVWXʃV Zhich aUe Rf beWWeU
TXaliW\ aQd PXch cheaSeU WhaQ WhRVe ¶SRRU SeRSle· haYe WR bX\.
¬¬¬¬The bRXQdaUieV beWZeeQ claVVeV Pa\ QRW be UigRURXVl\ deɹQed, bXW Whe\ e[iVW QRQe Whe
leVV, aQd iQ eYeU\ aUea Rf eYeU\da\ life: accRPPRdaWiRQ (VSace, VXUface aUea, YeQWilaWiRQ,
VXQlighW), fRRd, clRWhiQg, XVe Rf leiVXUe WiPe, eWc.
¬¬¬¬The Zell-Rʃ claVVeV geQeUall\ VSeQd WheiU iQcRPe PRUe ZiVel\ WhaQ Whe ZRUkiQg claVVeV
RU Whe SeaVaQWV, ZhR aUe alZa\V VhRUW Rf VRPeWhiQg aQd ZhR aUe WhXV XQable WR XVe WheiU
PRQe\ raWionall\. A UelaWiYel\ VPall iQcUeaVe iQ iQcRPe UeVXlWV iQ a PRYe XS fURP RQe
caWegRU\ iQWR aQRWheU becaXVe Rf Whe WhiQgV iW PakeV SRVVible.

8. (Trans.) DUieX la RRchelle ZaV a QRYeliVW aQd UighW-ZiQg ideRlRgXe. He ediWed Whe
NoXYelle ReYXe Franoaise dXUiQg Whe OccXSaWiRQ. He cRPPiWWed VXicide iQ 1945.

9. (Trans.) Cf. ChaSWeU 3, Q. 33.

5 Notes Written One Sunday in the French Countryside

1. (Trans.) A UefeUeQce WR BaXdelaiUe·V VRQQeW ¶CRUUeVSRQdeQceV·: ¶IQ XQiW\ SURfRXQd aQd
UecRQdiWe¬ «¬ SRXQdV, fUagUaQceV aQd cRlRXUV cRUUeVSRQd.· (SelecWed Poems, PeQgXiQ,
HaUPRQdVZRUWh 1975, S. 43.)

2. AeVch\lXV, ¶The ChReShRUi·, iQ The OresWeian Trilog\, WUaQV. R. FagelV, PeQgXiQ,
HaUPRQdVZRUWh, 1959.

3. IQ RRPaQWic dUaPa aQd iQ PelRdUaPa, gUeaW cUiPeV, beWUa\alV, SaUUicideV, all Wake
Slace dXUiQg YiRleQW VWRUPV (cf. Whe WhiUd acW Rf TrenWe ans oX la Yie d·Xn joXeXr). The Qe[W
SaUW Rf WhiV ZRUk Zill iQclXde a VRciRlRgical VWXd\ Rf PelRdUaPa, iWV UelaWiRQ WR life aQd Whe
cXUiRXV facW WhaW aW Whe begiQQiQg Rf Whe WZeQWieWh ceQWXU\ a hXge QXPbeU Rf SeRSle
VWRSSed XQdeUVWaQdiQg PelRdUaPa; ceUWaiQ P\WhV, ceUWaiQ PRUal SRVWXlaWeV iPSlied b\
PelRdUaPa aQd VWill ¶liYed RXW· dXUiQg Whe RRPaQWic eUa, VXddeQl\ diVaSSeaUed fURP
SeRSle·V cRQVciRXVQeVV.

4. IQ a ¶PRdeUQ· ceUePRQ\ Zhich deVeUYeV a deWailed eWhQRlRgical aQal\ViV ² Whe dUaZiQg
Rf Whe LoWerie NaWionale ² Whe PaWhePaWical chaQce b\ Zhich fRUWXQeV aUe Pade XVed WR be
VeW Rʃ b\ childUeQ iQ caUe. (Did WhiV SUacWice becRPe UiWXali]ed, aQd iV iW VWill PaiQWaiQed?)



IW e[ePSliɹeV aQ ¶aSSaUeQW iPPRUaliW\· Zhich cRQcealV aQ XQdeUl\iQg ¶PRUaliW\·, aQd VRPe
chaUacWeUiVWic P\WhV. IW VeePV WhaW RQl\ Whe haQdV Rf childUeQ aQd SaXSeUV aUe ¶SXUe·
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VhRZV WhaW fRU Whe WiPe beiQg, iQ Whe MaU[iVW PRYePeQW aQd Rɽcial cRPPXQiVP, Whe idea
Rf (WechQical) SRZeU Rf PaQ RYeU QaWXUe aQd Whe RXWVide ZRUld haV VXSSlaQWed Whe MaU[iVW
idea Rf PaQ·V appropriaWion Rf QaWXUe aQd of his oZn naWXre.

10. SiPRQe de BeaXYRiU PXVW be cRQgUaWXlaWed fRU iQWURdXciQg WhiV cRQceSW WR
ShilRVRSh\ aQd WR Whe VWXd\ Rf Whe ViWXaWiRQ Rf ZRPeQ. HRZeYeU, Vhe did QRW claUif\ iW.
BefRUe SiPRQe de BeaXYRiU, ZRPeQ ² aQd Ze PeaQ ZRPeQ ZhR Uead ShilRVRSheUV, aQd
WheiU eQWRXUage ² UefXVed WR be ¶WhiQgV· RU ¶cRPPRdiWieV·. SiQce heU ZRUkV haYe aSSeaUed,
Whe VaPe ZRPeQ call WhePVelYeV ¶VXbjecWV· ZhR dR QRW ZaQW WR be WUeaWed aV ¶RbjecWV·.
Sadl\, Whe leVV chaUiWable RbVeUYeU Zill QRWe WhaW PaQ\ Rf WheP VeeP WR ZaQW WR haYe WheiU
cake aQd eaW iW WRR: Whe\ ZaQW WR be RbjecWV (beaXWifXl, Zell dUeVVed, deViUable, deViUed) aQd
VXbjecWV (fUee, aQd UecRgQi]ed aV VXch). HeQce aQ addiWiRQal aPbigXiW\, Zhich cRPeV fURP
Whe YRcabXlaU\ Rf ShilRVRSh\, aQd Zhich haV Whe adYaQWage Rf beiQg like a gaPe.
FXUWheUPRUe, aV RQe ZRPaQ ZiWWil\ SXW iW: ¶Of Whe WZR, Whe RQe PRVW like aQ RbjecW iV QRW
alZa\V Whe RQe \RX WhiQk¬«·.

11. (Trans.) AQ aWWack RQ dRgPaWic cRPPXQiVP. LefebYUe jRiQed Whe PCF iQ 1928.
HRZeYeU he becaPe iQcUeaViQgl\ XQeaV\ ZiWh iWV SWaliQiVW SRlicieV, aQd hiV RSeQ cUiWiciVPV,
Zhich caPe WR a head ZiWh Whe KhUXVhcheY UeSRUW iQ 1956, led WR hiV e[SXlViRQ iQ 1957.
LefebYUe·V YehePeQce iQ WhiV SaVVage VhRXld be VeeQ iQ WhiV cRQWe[W.

12. NRWabl\ iQ Whe PeeWiQgV Rf Whe GURXSe d·pWXdeV de VRciRlRgie de la Yie TXRWidieQQe,
(CeQWUe d·EWXdeV VRciRlRgiTXeV) aQd iQ YaUiRXV V\PSRVia.



13. MaU[, ¶CUiWiTXe Rf Hegel·V DRcWUiQe Rf Whe SWaWe· iQ Earl\ WriWings, PeQgXiQ,
HaUPRQdVZRUWh 1975, S. 90.

14. MaXUice MeUleaX-PRQW\, ¶PhilRVRShie eW VRciRlRgie·, Signes, GalliPaUd, PaUiV 1960,
SS. 137²9.

15. See HeQUi LefebYUe, ¶PV\chRlRgie deV claVVeV VRcialeV·, iQ GeRUgeV GXUYiWch, ed., TraiWp
de sociologie, YRl. 2, PUF, PaUiV 1960, SS. 364²86.

16. (Trans.) A SaUaShUaVe Rf Whe cRQWURYeUVial aShRUiVP ¶l·arW esW le plXs haXWe joie qXe
l·homme se donne j lXi-mrme·, Zhich LefebYUe aWWUibXWed WR MaU[ iQ ConWribXWion j
l·esWhpWiqXe (1953), bXW Zhich he laWeU adPiWWed ZaV hiV RZQ iQYeQWiRQ. ThiV ¶fRUgeU\· ZaV
RQe Rf Whe UeaVRQV giYeQ fRU hiV e[clXViRQ fURP Whe PFC iQ 1957. See abRYe, QRWe 11.

17. Cf. ColloqXe de Ro\aXmonW, 16²18 Ma\ 1961.
18. ThiV iV fURP a UeSRUW VeQW b\ ChUiVWiaQe Pe\Ue Rf Whe CeQWUe QaWiRQal de la UecheUche

VcieQWiɹTXe (CNRS) WR Whe GURXSe d·pWXdeV de VRciRlRgie de la Yie TXRWidieQQe, CeQWUe
d·EWXdeV VRciRlRgiTXeV, 1960²1. (Trans.) LefebYUe hiPVelf becaPe a UeVeaUcheU aW Whe CNRS
iQ 1948, a SRVW Zhich he lRVW iQ 1953 becaXVe Rf hiV iQYRlYePeQW iQ PCF acWiYiWieV. He ZaV
UeiQVWaWed iQ 1954, aQd iQ 1960 he ZaV aSSRiQWed DiUecWRU Rf ReVeaUch.

19. IQWeUYieZV VXch aV WheVe haYe beeQ cRllecWed fRU Whe GURXSe d·pWXdeV b\ NicRle
HaXPRQW.

20. The WeUP (socipWps de loisirs) ZaV cRiQed b\ HeQUi Ra\PRQd, ZhR WRgeWheU ZiWh
NicRle HaXPRQW Pade a VWXd\ Rf Whe ClXb MpdiWeUUaQpe.

21. See Michel ClRXVcaUd·V VWXdieV Rf ¶Les Wemps marginaX[· aV UeSRUWed WR Whe GURXSe
d·pWXdeV.

22. See Whe e[celleQW ɹlP SaWXrda\ NighW and SXnda\ Morning. (Trans.) DiU. KaUel ReiV],
GB 1960.

23. The e[SUeVViRQ (le WragiqXe dX paXYre) ZaV cRiQed b\ GeRUgeV AXclaiU iQ a UeSRUW WR
Whe GURXSe d·pWXdeV.

24. TheVe la\eUV becRPe aSSaUeQW iQ geQXiQel\ ¶XQdiUecWed· iQWeUYieZV, eVSeciall\ ZheQ
Whe\ aUe WaSed. The iQWeUYeQWiRQ Rf Whe WaSe UecRUdeU SURdXceV a gUeaWeU ¶diVWaQciQg· WhaQ iQ
Whe XVXal iQWeUYieZ. The iQWeUYieZee feelV PXch leVV aW eaVe aQd cRQVeTXeQWl\, ZheQ Whe
iQWeUYieZ iV Zell cRQdXcWed, WheUe aUe PRPeQWV ZheQ, WhURXgh Whe PalaiVe, a deeSeU WUXWh
ePeUgeV.

25. OQ alieQaWiRQ aQd UeiɹcaWiRQ, Vee LefebYUe, DialecWical MaWerialism, WUaQV. J. SWXUURck,
JRQaWhaQ CaSe, LRQdRQ 1968.

26. YXgRVlaYia haV UeWaiQed Whe MaU[iVW PRdel, aV Ze kQRZ, bXW QRW ZiWhRXW diɽcXlWieV
aQd VRPe beQdiQg Rf Whe UXleV.



27. We UaiVed WheVe SURblePV iQ Whe FRUeZRUd WR CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life, YRl. I, bXW
ZiWhRXW claUif\iQg WheP.

28. SXUYe\V Rf childUeQ liYiQg iQ VeYeUal QeZ hRXViQg deYelRSPeQWV ZheUe WheUe aUe a
laUge QXPbeU Rf WeleYiViRQ VeWV haYe VhRZQ WhaW bR\V aQd giUlV aged beWZeeQ 10 aQd 12
kQRZ aQ iQcUedible QXPbeU Rf WechQical deWailV abRXW WhiQgV VXch aV VSace URckeWV, bXW aUe
igQRUaPXVeV abRXW PaWhV aQd baVic FUeQch gUaPPaU. The cRQclXViRQ iV WhaW Whe
¶ciYili]aWiRQ Rf Whe bRRk· Zill diVaSSeaU.

29. (Trans.) LefebYUe dealV ZiWh WhiV WRSic PXch PRUe e[WeQViYel\ iQ ¶NRWeV RQ Whe NeZ
TRZQ·, Whe e[WUaRUdiQaU\ SeYeQWh PUelXde Rf hiV InWrodXcWion Wo ModerniW\ (WUaQV. JRhQ
MRRUe, VeUVR, LRQdRQ 1995, SS. 116²27), ZheUe he cRPSaUeV hiV RZQ WRZQ Rf NaYaUUeQ[
ZiWh Whe QeZ WRZQ Rf MRXUeQ[, bXilW WR hRXVe Whe ZRUkeUV aW Whe Ril UeɹQeU\ Rf LacT, QeaU
PaX, aQd Zhich he haV iQ PiQd iQ WhiV VecWiRQ.

30. ThiV iV ZhaW UeVWUicWV Whe VcRSe Rf a fRUPal, VWUXcWXUal aQd VePeiRlRgical VWXd\ Rf Whe
URPaQWic SUeVV aQd hRURVcRSeV, eWc. SWXdieV Rf WhiV kiQd ZRXld lRRk aW WhePeV, WheiU
cRPbiQaWiRQV aQd WheiU VigQiɹcaWiRQV, bXW (heUe aV elVeZheUe) ZRXld be XQable WR gUaVS
WheiU hiVWRUiciW\, aQd WheUefRUe WheiU real meaning. (Trans.) FRU Whe VSelliQg Rf
¶VePeiRlRgical·, Vee belRZ chaSWeU 2, QRWe 1.

31. SXPPiQg XS WhiV SRiQW Rf YieZ, AQdUpe Michel ZUiWeV: ¶FaU fURP beiQg a baVic cell, WR
XVe aQ RYeUZRUked ShUaVe, RU a QaWXUal gURXSiQg, WR XVe a YXlgaUi]ed deɹQiWiRQ Zhich haV
beeQ Uife iQ FUaQce ViQce Le Pla\, Whe faPil\ iV QRWhiQg PRUe WhaQ a UeVXlWaQW aQd a UeVidXal
deSRViW; WhRVe fXQcWiRQV Zhich VRcieW\ haV QRW \eW VhRXldeUed aUe VhRXldeUed b\ Whe
faPil\¬ «· (Cahiers inWernaWionaX[ de sociologie, QR. 20). TheUefRUe ¶aV aQ iQVWiWXWiRQ, Whe
faPil\ dReV QRW aQWedaWe Whe gURXS·, Zhich PakeV Whe cRQVRlidaWiRQ Rf WhiV ¶UeVidXal
deSRViW· eYeQ PRUe VXUSUiViQg. We cRXld TXRWe YaUiRXV VRciRlRgiVWV ZhR ZRXld back XS WhiV
iQWeUSUeWaWiRQ: GRRda, Die SWrXkWXr der Familie, CRlRgQe 1960; PeaUVRQV, Sociali]aWion and
InWeracWion Process, eWc.

32. (Trans.) See abRYe, fRRWQRWe 13.
33. We bRUURZ Whe e[SUeVViRQ fURP AbUahaP MRleV. (Trans.) See InformaWion Theor\ and

EsWheWic PercepWion, UQiYeUViW\ Rf IlliQRiV PUeVV, UUbaQa aQd LRQdRQ 1966.
34. ThiV iV Whe gXlf Zhich JeaQ-PaXl SaUWUe aWWePSWV WR bUidge iQ CriWiqXe of DialecWical

Reason. (Trans.) LefebYUe had alZa\V beeQ highl\ cUiWical Rf SaUWUe. HRZeYeU, iQ hiV
iQWURdXcWiRQ WR Whe CriWiqXe, SaUWUe WellV XV hiV PeWhRd iV baVed XSRQ hiV UeadiQg Rf
LefebYUe.

35. (Trans.) LefebYUe iV TXRWiQg Whe WiWle Rf MallaUPp·V faPRXV SReP Un coXp de dps
jamais n·abolira le hasard.

36. J. GalbUaiWh, The AʀXenW SocieW\, PeQgXiQ, HaUPRQdVZRUWh 1958.



37. FRU a ViPilaU SURbleP, Vee AlfUed SaXY\, Thporie gpnprale de la popXlaWion, YRl. 1, SS.
312²52, FUaQoRiV PeUURX[ iQ L·Enc\cloppdie franoaise, YRl. 20, aQd AbUahaP aQd Thpdip iQ
ReYXe franoaise de recherche oppraWionnelle, QR. 16, 1960. See alVR aQ iQWeUeVWiQg diVcXVViRQ
iQ ibid., QR. 19, 1961.

2 The Formal Implements

1. (Trans.) ThURXghRXW Whe bRRk, LefebYUe chRRVeV WR ePSlR\ spmpiologie UaWheU WhaQ Whe
PRUe cRQYeQWiRQal spmiologie, SUeVXPabl\ WR diVWaQce hiPVelf fURP WhaW SaUWicXlaU VchRRl Rf
WhRXghW. I haYe RbVeUYed WhiV iQ P\ WUaQVlaWiRQ.

2. ThiV iV Whe WheRU\ Rf dRXble PaieXWic Zhich Ze deYelRSed elVeZheUe, bXW fURP a
diʃeUeQW SeUVSecWiYe. (Trans.) The SRcUaWic PeWhRd Rf SURdXciQg kQRZledge WhURXgh
TXeVWiRQV aQd aQVZeUV. See InWrodXcWion Wo ModerniW\, FiUVW PUelXde, SS. 7²48.

3. The APeUicaQ VRciRlRgiVW MeUWRQ haV Pade Whe diVWiQcWiRQ beWZeeQ Whe Zorking
h\poWhesis (Zhich iV ePSiUical), aQd Whe WheoreWical h\poWhesis (Zhich iV deYelRSed
cRQceSWXall\). ThiV diVWiQcWiRQ iV Yalid iQ SUiQciSle, bXW iWV YieZ Rf ¶Whe Ueal· iV liPiWed. We
Zill UeWXUQ WR iW ZheQ Ze e[aPiQe WhaW caWegRU\.

4. See MaQdelbURW, LecWXre de l·e[pprience, PUF, PaUiV 1955, S. 43, RQ SV\chRlRgical
WUaQVdXceUV.

5. See ChaUbRQQieU, ConYersaWions ZiWh ClaXde LpYi-SWraXss, WUaQV. J. aQd D. WeighWPaQ,
JRQaWhaQ CaSe, LRQdRQ 1969.

6. See A. MaUWiQeW, ElemenWs of General LingXisWics.
7. See WilliaPV, La SWraWpgie dans les acWions hXmaines, a UePaUkable SRSXlaUi]aWiRQ Rf Whe

e[WUePel\ WechQical ZRUk Rf YRQ NeXPaQQ, de LXce aQd Raiʃa, eWc.
8. ThiV iV a UefeUeQce WR Ba\eV·V WheRUeP RQ VWUaWegieV. See ClaXde FlaPeQW, ¶MRdqle

VWUaWpgiTXe d·iQɻXeQce VRciale VXU leV jXgePeQWV SeUceSWifV·, Ps\chologie franoaise, ASUil,
1959, a SV\chRlRgical UaWheU WhaQ VRciRlRgical VWXd\.

9. FRU a deɹQiWiRQ Rf Whe WUagic, Vee NieW]Vche, The BirWh of Traged\ aQd ClpPeQW RRVVeW,
Le Philosophie WragiqXe, PaUiV, 1961.

10. (Trans.) A VcRWRPa iV a PeQWal bliQd VSRW.
11. IW ZRXld be iPSRVVible WR deQ\ Whe WheRUeWical iQWeUeVW fRU Whe VRcial VcieQceV Rf WheVe

fRUPV RU VWUXcWXUeV Zhich aUe iQiWiall\ aSSaUeQW iQ PaWeUial QaWXUe: ciUcleV aQd c\cleV,
VSiUalV, SeUiRdic SheQRPeQa, WUeeV, QeWZRUkV. IQ Whe VeaUch fRU XQiW\, WhiV iV a PRUe XVefXl
diUecWiRQ WhaQ aQ\ V\VWePaWi]ed ShilRVRSh\. IQ RXU YieZ, hRZeYeU, Whe\ caQ RQl\ VeUYe aV



models, Zhich dR QRW UedXce Whe dXaliWieV Rf Whe UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV (Vee belRZ). A PRdel iV
QRWhiQg PRUe WhaQ a UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ, aQd caQQRW e[haXVW Whe SURceVV Rf becRPiQg.

12. ThXV Ze Zill cRPe acURVV Whe Wree ɹgXUe iQ Whe WheRU\ Rf QeedV aQd Whe WheRU\ Rf
VRcial QeWZRUkV Rf cRPPXQicaWiRQV, eWc.

13. AlfUed SaXY\, PopXlaWion, QR. 6, OcWRbeU 1961, S. 601, MaUWhelRW, Pa\s riches eW pa\s
de la faim, 39e semaine sociale de France, 1952, aQd HeQUi JaQQe, ColloqXe de 1956, IQVWiWXW
SRlYa\, BUXVVelV, eWc.

14. The WeUP iV GalbUaiWh·V. IW dePRQVWUaWeV hRZ WhiV SURdXcWiRQ iV RQl\ aSSaUeQWl\
diUecWed WRZaUdV QeedV. See BeUQaUd Ca]eV, Cahiers I.S.E.A, VeUieV M, QR. 10, S. 38.

15. The PaWhePaWical idea Rf dimension iV QRW VSaWial. ThXV Whe calcXlaWiRQ Rf
SURbabiliWieV deɹQeV diVWUibXWiRQV iQ one dimension (Whe PaWhePaWical hRSe Rf a UaQdRP
YaUiable) aQd iQ WZo dimensions (iQ Whe caVe Rf a UaQdRP SaiU).

16. IQ DeVcaUWeV, fRU e[aPSle.
17. See ¶LeV dilePPeV de la dialecWiTXe·, MpdiaWions, YRl. 2.
18. ¶EYqQePeQW eW VWUXcWXUeV·, Cahiers I.S.E.A, SeUieV M, QR. 6.
19. See GeVWalW WheRU\, RU WheRU\ Rf fRUPV, Zhich had a gUeaW iQɻXeQce iQ all aUeaV Rf Whe

VcieQceV Rf hXPaQ UealiW\. IW iV iQ Whe ¶GeVWalWiVW· WUadiWiRQ WhaW Ze Zill ɹQd Whe beVW
e[aPSleV Rf WhiV idea, ZheWheU Whe aXWhRUV e[SlaiQed aQd adPiWWed iW RU QRW.

20. See QRWabl\ ClaXde LpYi-SWUaXVV, SWrXcWXral AnWhropolog\, WUaQV. C. JacRbVRQ aQd B.
SchReSf, PeQgXiQ PUeVV, LRQdRQ 1968.

21. GeRUgeV GXUYiWch, VocaWion acWXelle de la sociologie, 2Qd edQ, YRl. 2, S. 441. See alVR
Cahiers inWernaWionaX[ de sociologie (CIS), QR. 19, 1953, eWc. (Trans.) GXUYiWch ZaV RQe Rf
LefebYUe·V VWaXQcheVW fUieQdV, aQd iW ZaV WhURXgh hiV iQWeUYeQWiRQV WhaW he jRiQed Whe CNRS
iQ 1948. BeWZeeQ 1948 aQd 1965 LefebYUe SXbliVhed WeQ aUWicleV iQ Whe CIS, Zhich GXUYiWch
ediWed.

22. (Trans.) MaU[, Earl\ WriWings, SS. 424²8.
23. See Whe diVWiQcWiRQ beWZeeQ fRUPV Rf faPil\ aQd V\VWePV Rf cRQVaQgXiQiW\ iQ EQgelV,

¶The OUigiQ Rf Whe FaPil\, PUiYaWe PURSeUW\ aQd Whe SWaWe·, iQ Mar[ and Engels: SelecWed
Works, LaZUeQce aQd WiVhaUW, LRQdRQ 1968, SS. 466²8. QXRWiQg MaU[, EQgelV
dePRQVWUaWeV Whe passiYiW\ of all s\sWems (SRliWical, jXUidical, ShilRVRShical) aQd hRZ Whe\ lag
behiQd Whe acWiYe fRUceV aQd fRUPV Rf deYelRSPeQW, aQd WhXV behiQd Whe WheRUeWical aQd
SUacWical cRQɻicWV Zhich eQVXe.

24. See G. G. GUaQgeU, Penspe formelle eW sciences de l·homme. SR iW iV QRW a TXeVWiRQ Rf
¶laWeQW VWUXcWXUeV· iQ Whe VeQVe Whe WeUP iV XVed b\ APeUicaQ VRciRlRgiVWV VXch aV La]aUfeld
aQd GXWWPaQQ.

25. See abRYe, QRWe 22.



26. (Trans.) WheQ LefebYUe WRRk XS hiV SRVW iQ Whe CNRS iQ 1948 (Vee chaSWeU 1, QRWe
18) hiV UeVeaUch WRSic ZaV UXUal VRciRlRg\. ThiV had beeQ RQe Rf hiV iQWeUeVWV ViQce Whe
1930V, bXW hiV acWiYe iQYRlYePeQW iQ iW daWeV fURP Whe ZaU \eaUV, ZheQ hiV ReViVWaQce
acWiYiWieV SXW hiP iQ cRQWacW ZiWh SeaVaQW cRPPXQiWieV iQ Whe Yalle\ Rf CaPSaQ iQ Whe
FUeQch P\UeQeeV. ThiV ZaV WR lead hiP iQ WXUQ WRZaUdV hiV WheRUieV RQ XUbaQiVP aQd Whe
SURdXcWiRQ Rf VSace Zhich haYe ViQce beeQ VR iQɻXeQWial.

27. IQ RXU YieZ Whe cleYeUl\ WePSeUed idea Rf ¶signif\ing sWrXcWXre· dReV QRW aYRid Whe
VhRUWcRPiQgV Rf VWUXcWXUaliVP iQ geQeUal. WhR iV ¶VigQiɹcaWiRQ· fRU? HRZ caQ RQe gUaVS a
VigQiɹcaWiRQ fURP iQVide? HRZ caQ RQe gUaVS iW fURP RXWVide? PeUhaSV a gRd caQ, aV a
MiQd, RU ViPSl\ Whe ¶I· Rf Whe WhiQkeU. TheUe caQ RQl\ be VigQif\iQg VWUXcWXUeV iQ aQ
iPPiQeQW RU WUaQVceQdeQWal Za\, aQd QeiWheU Pake YeU\ PXch VeQVe.

3 The Speciɹc Categories

1. See H. LefebYUe, ¶JXVWice eW YpUiWp VelRQ NieW]Vche·, ArgXmenWs, QR. 15, 1959, SS. 13²
19.

2. (Trans.) LXkicV, HisWor\ and Class ConscioXsness, WUaQV. R. LiYiQgVWRQe, MeUliQ PUeVV,
LRQdRQ 1968, S. 27.

3. See MeUWRQ, ElemenWs of Sociological MeWhod, Zhich iV a VWXd\ Rf SRliWical RSeUaWiRQV iQ
Whe elecWRUal ¶PachiQe· iQ Whe USA, ZiWh Whe ¶bRVV·, cRUUXSWiRQ, bUXWaliW\ aQd illegaliW\, eWc.
AccRUdiQg WR MeUWRQ, PRUaliVWic cUiWiciVP lRVeV iWV YalidiW\ ZheQ faced ZiWh ZhaW Whe
¶fXQcWiRQV· Rf Whe PachiQe acWXall\ aUe. The ¶bRVV· PaiQWaiQV Whe PachiQe iQ gRRd aQd
eʃecWiYe ZRUkiQg RUdeU b\ delibeUaWel\ VhaUiQg SRZeU Yia a dePRcUaWic cRQVWiWXWiRQ
deWeUPiQed WR XShRld fUeedRP. The ¶bRVV· PakeV Whe laZ SeUVRQal, aQd eYeQ hXPaQi]eV iW
b\ adaSWiQg iW WR Whe Ueal cRQceUQV Rf Whe SRSXlaWiRQ: iQQeU-ciW\ aUeaV, XQdeUSUiYileged
gURXSV Zhich Qeed aVViVWaQce RU adYice. ¶The MachiQe kQiWV Whe liQkV beWZeeQ PeQ aQd
ZRPeQ WRgeWheU ZiWh Whe cRPSlicaWed liQkV Rf SeUVRQal UelaWiRQVhiSV.· EYeQ backhaQdeUV
haYe a fXQcWiRQ iQ Whe chaRV Rf cRPSeWiWiRQ. ¶RackeWV· aQd ¶gaQgV· faciliWaWe VRcial PRbiliW\,
eWc.

4. MeUWRQ, RQe Rf Whe feZ APeUicaQ VRciRlRgiVWV befRUe Whe ¶NeZ WaYe· (MillV, RieVPaQ)
ZhR SeQeWUaWed Whe eYeU\da\ life Rf APeUicaQ VRcieW\, ZaV iQWURdXced WR HegeliaQiVP Yia
MaU[ aQd EQgelV, ZhRP he TXRWeV e[WeQViYel\ iQ Whe bRRk·V fRRWQRWeV.

5. (Trans.) MaU[, ¶CUiWiTXe Rf Hegel·V DRcWUiQe Rf Whe SWaWe·, Earl\ WriWings, S. 127.
6. See J. HXi]iQga, Homo LXdens, RRXWledge aQd KegaQ PaXl, LRQdRQ 1949, aQd Whe

ZRUkV Rf RRgeU CaillRiV.



7. Like Whe eTXali]aWiRQ Rf geQeUal UaWeV Rf SURɹW Zhich MaU[ deVcUibed aQd aQal\Ved aV
a Velf-UegXlaWiQg aQd VWabili]iQg PechaQiVP iQ a fUee-PaUkeW caSiWaliVW VRcieW\.

8. The e[iVWeQWialiVW WheViV Zhich deɹQeV Whe alieQaWiRQ Rf ZRPeQ aV Whe WUeaWPeQW Rf a
¶VXbjecW· aV aQ ¶RbjecW· addV YeU\ liWWle WR ZhaW KaQW Vaid, ZheQ he dePaQded UeVSecW fRU all
¶VXbjecWV·. IW gReV back WR befRUe HegeliaQiVP, fRU Zhich RbjecWiYi]aWiRQ iV a QeceVViW\, i.e.,
Whe WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ Rf VXbjecWiYe iQWeQWiRQV aQd WeQdeQcieV iQWR ZRUkV, aQd gReV VR faU aV WR
cRQdePQ beaXW\, RUQaPeQWV, faVhiRQ, aQd eYeU\WhiQg Zhich PakeV ¶ZRPaQ· beaXWifXl aQd
deViUable, aV alieQaWiQg. (See A. GRU], La Morale de l·hisWoire, EdiWiRQV dX SeXil, PaUiV 1959.)
IQWellecWXal acWiYiW\ iV becRPiQg PiVaQWhURSic aQd aVceWic agaiQ.

9. See, D. RieVPaQ, Lonel\ CroZd, DRXbleda\ AQchRU BRRkV (abUidged ediWiRQ) aQd Yale
UQiYeUViW\ PUeVV, 1950; W. H. Wh\We, JU., The Organi]aWion Man, PeQgXiQ, HaUPRQdVZRUWh
1960; A. C. SSecWRUVk\, E[XrbaniWes, BeUkele\ PXblicaWiRQV, 1955.

10. (Trans.) Je esW Xn aXWre. LefebYUe iV TXRWiQg fURP RiPbaXd·V Une saison en enfer.
CRQYeQWiRQall\, Whe WUaQVlaWiRQ ZRXld be ¶I iV aQRWheU·.

11. ThiV iV iPSlied iQ Whe ZRUk RQ Whe ¶QRQ-diUecWiYe· b\ Whe APeUicaQ SV\chR-VRciRlRgiVW
RRgeUV aQd hiV VchRRl iQ FUaQce, fRU e[aPSle.

12. We haYe alUead\ SXbliVhed a VeUieV Rf aUWicleV (Vee QRWabl\ La Penspe, 1956) iQ Zhich
Ze haYe WakeQ WhiV cRQWURYeUV\ XS ZiWh VeYeUal ShilRVRSheUV, iQ SaUWicXlaU Whe laWe aQd
PXch-PiVVed MaXUice MeUleaX-PRQW\. We Wake WheP WR WaVk fRU aSSl\iQg Whe idea Rf
aPbigXiW\ WR Whe UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ beiQg aQd cRQVciRXVQeVV, i.e., fRU geQeUali]iQg iW aV aQ
(RQWRlRgical) ShilRVRShical caWegRU\. IQ WhiV cRQWe[W Ze cRQVideU iW WR be a VSeciɹc
(VRciRlRgical) caWegRU\.

13. See J. GalbUaiWh, The AʀXenW SocieW\.
14. (Trans.) A ceUePRQial acWiYiW\ aPRQg NRUWh APeUicaQ IQdiaQV iQYRlYiQg Whe

diVWUibXWiRQ Rf gifWV.
15. AccRUdiQg WR Whe EQgliVh hiVWRUiaQ AUQRld TR\Qbee, eYeU\ SeRSle UeVSRQdV

YicWRUiRXVl\ WR a challeQge b\ naWXre (aV lRQg aV iW keeSV iWV YiWaliW\: Eg\SW aQd Whe SeUiRdic
Nile ɻRRdV, EQglaQd aQd Vea defeQceV, eWc.), aQd WhiV deWeUPiQeV a SeUiVhable ciYili]aWiRQ.
ThiV WheRU\ iV a XVefXl aQd VigQiɹcaQW RQe. HRZeYeU, WakeQ aV aQ iVRlaWed h\SRWheViV, aQd
caUUied WR Whe abVRlXWe, iW becRPeV eUURQeRXV, aQd eYeQ daQgeURXV. WhaW Ze aUe
cRQVideUiQg heUe, VRciRlRgicall\, iV challeQge beWZeeQ gURXSV.

16. See J. DXYigQaXd, PoXr enWrer dans le XXe siqcle, GUaVVeW, PaUiV 1960, ZheUe Whe
aXWhRU UeVWUicWV Whe TXeVWiRQ (b\ liPiWiQg iW WR liWeUaWXUe).

17. We bRUURZ Whe e[SUeVViRQ (r\Whmanal\se) fURP GaVWRQ BachelaUd.
18. See G. GXUYiWch, TraiWp de sociologie, aQd La MXlWipliciWp des Wemps sociaX[, CRXUV de la

SRUbRQQe, 1957²8, CDU.



19. See JeaQ-PaXl SaUWUe·V Rld idea abRXW ¶WR Pake aQd iQ PakiQg WR Pake RQeVelf·,
Zhich iV QRZ YeU\ Zidel\ acceSWed aV a fRUPXlaWiRQ Rf pra[is. (Trans.) IQ FUeQch, Whe YeUb
faire, Zhich PeaQV eTXall\ WR Pake aQd WR dR.

20. The PRVW UeceQW e[aPSle: iQfRUPaWiRQ WheRU\ RUigiQaWed iQ WelecRPPXQicaWiRQV aQd
iQ Whe WUaQVPiVViRQ Rf WelegUaShic PeVVageV XViQg a geQeUal cRQYeQWiRQal cRde. ZiSf·V LaZ
ZaV diVcRYeUed b\ EVWRXS a lRQg WiPe befRUe ZiSf, iQ hiV VWXdieV Rf Whe ZRUk Rf VhRUWhaQd
W\SiVWV. TheVe iPSRUWaQW WheRUieV RQl\ deYelRSed WhaQkV WR UadiR aQd, abRYe all, WR
WeleYiViRQ.

21. (Trans.) A UefeUeQce WR Whe 100 PeWUe diVWaQce VigQV RQ FUeQch URadV.
22. AW Whe VaPe WiPe aV WheRUePV Rf e[iVWeQce ZeUe aSSeaUiQg, PaWhePaWiciaQV

iQWURdXced dXal SURSeUWieV aQd dePRQVWUaWed WheRUePV Rf dXaliW\. ThiV iV cRQQecWed ZiWh
Whe iQɻXeQce cRQceSWV RUigiQaWiQg iQ Sh\VicV haYe had RQ PaWhePaWicV. (See LicheURZic],
Algqbre eW anal\se linpaires, RQ Whe VSecWUXP Rf a PaWUi[, Whe iQYeUVe VSecWUXP, eWc.)

23. FRU JeaQ-PaXl SaUWUe iQ CriWiqXe of DialecWical Reason, Whe VWable (Whe ¶SUacWicR-iQeUW·)
iV aQWidialecWical. FRU SWpShaQe LXSaVcR·V ¶lRgic Rf cRQWUadicWiRQ·, Whe lRgical leYel aQd Whe
leYel Rf cRQWUadicWiRQ gR be\RQd dialecWical lRgic, aQd becRPe PeUged. IW iV cRQWUadicWiRQ
Zhich SURdXceV VWabiliW\.

24. ThiV iV PRUe RU leVV Whe aWWiWXde JeaQ-PaXl SaUWUe adRSWV iQ CriWiqXe.
25. ObYiRXVl\ Whe gaS beWZeeQ WheVe WZR W\SeV Rf cRQWUadicWiRQ iV QRW gUeaW. IW iV a

diVWiQcWiRQ Zhich alUead\ aSSeaUV iQ Whe We[WV iQ Zhich Hegel SUeVeQWV a kiQd Rf gUadaWiRQ,
fURP diVWiQcWiRQ aQd diʃeUeQce WR Whe alWeUQaWiYe (aQWagRQiVP), b\ Za\ Rf cRQWUaUieW\,
RSSRViWiRQ, iQQeU cRQWUadicWiRQ aQd aQWiQRP\. IQ Whe NXrnberger SchrifWen Ze aUe dealiQg
ZiWh a SURgUeVViRQ Zhich he RbVeUYeV ePSiUicall\ aQd WXUQV iQWR a geQeUal laZ. IQ BRRk 2
Rf GreaWer Logic, iW iV UaWheU Whe UeVXlW Rf UeɻecWiRQ Zhich deYelRSV Whe idea Rf dialecWical
PRYePeQW. The MaU[iVWV haYe QRW added YeU\ PXch WR HegeliaQ WhRXghW.

26. See W. H. Wh\We, The OrganisaWion Man.
27. (Trans.) RaVWigQac iV Whe aPbiWiRXV heUR Rf Bal]ac·V WUilRg\ Le Pqre GorioW: IllXsions

perdXes aQd SplendeXrs eW misqres des coXrWisanes.
28. ThiV eVVa\ RQ chaUacWeURlRg\ ZaV WR aSSeaU iQ a SURjecWed WUilRg\ Ze ZeUe WR ZUiWe iQ

cRllabRUaWiRQ ZiWh NRUbeUW GXWeUPaQQ, La Conscience m\sWiɹpe, La Conscience priYpe aQd La
Conscience sociale. OQl\ Whe ɹUVW Rf WheVe aSSeaUed (Les Essais, GalliPaUd, PaUiV 1937). AfWeU
Whe LibeUaWiRQ, Ze cRPSleWed PRVW Rf Whe SURjecW iQ VRlXPe I Rf CriWiqXe of EYer\da\ Life.

4 The Theory of the Semantic Field



1. The V\VWeP Rf WeleShRQe QXPbeUV, fRU e[aPSle. Each RQe cRUUeVSRQdV WR a SRVVible
VigQal (a call RU a UeSl\). The\ Pake XS a UigRURXV VeW Zhich leaYeV liWWle PaUgiQ fRU eUURU
(fRU ¶QRiVe·, WR XVe Whe YRcabXlaU\ Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ WheRU\). MRUeRYeU, Whe VeW Rf QXPbeUV
UeɻecWV a QeWZRUk. Each RQe cRUUeVSRQdV WR a deWeUPiQed place iQ a deWeUPiQed VSace, aQd
WR a deWeUPiQed Wime (liQeaU aQd diVcRQWiQXRXV, fRU I caQQRW call A RU aQVZeU hiP XQWil I
haYe ɹQiVhed aQVZeUiQg B, aQd VR RQ aQd VR fRUWh, WhURXgh a VeUieV Rf diVjXQcWiRQV). SiQce
each call aQd aQVZeU iV a SRVVible eYenW, Whe VeW Rf QXPbeUV deɹQeV a space of eYenWs.

2. NRWabl\ iQ Whe ZRUk Rf AQdUp MaUWiQeW, Zhich Ze haYe alUead\ PeQWiRQed.
3. IQ RWheU ZRUdV, WheUe iV a ceUWaiQ WeUPiQRlRg\ Zhich Ze aUe XQable WR acceSW. The

PaWhePaWiciaQ dReV QRW XVe V\PbRlV, bXW VigQV, Zhich aUe aV VWUiSSed Rf cRQWeQW aQd aV
fRUPal aV SRVVible, aQd alPRVW like VigQalV Rf RSeUaWiRQV Zhich aUe VWiSXlaWed iQ adYaQce.

4. We Zill deal ZiWh Whe SURblePV Rf VePeiRlRg\, geQeUal VePaQWicV, ¶VePaQWePeV· aQd
SaUWial V\VWePV Rf VRcial VigQV ZheQ Ze lRRk aW ¶cRPPXQicaWiRQ PRdelV·.

5. (Trans.) A UefeUeQce WR BaXdelaiUe·V SReP L·InYiWaWion aX Yo\age: ¶Lj WoXW n·esW qX·ordre
eW beaXWp, lX[e, calme eW YolXpWp.·

5 The Theory of Accumulative and Non-accumulative Processes

1. IQ CriWiqXe of DialecWical Reason, JeaQ-PaXl SaUWUe chaQgeV UaUeQeVV iQWR a fXQdaPeQWal
aQd abVRlXWe caWegRU\. He ¶ZRUldiɹeV· UaUeQeVV, cUeaWiQg a ¶ZRUld· Rf UaUeQeVV, YiRleQce aQd
RSSUeVViRQ. IQ dRiQg VR he failV WR UecRgQi]e Whe WZRfRld aVSecW Rf WheVe aQcieQW VRcieWieV
(iQ Zhich RccaViRQall\ Qeed alPRVW becaPe aXWheQWic deViUe «).

2. HeUe Ze aUe PRdif\iQg VRPeZhaW a WheRU\ Ze VkeWched RXW elVeZheUe, Zhich
VXggeVWed WhaW form PighW be Whe cRPPRQ PeaVXUe beWZeeQ diYeUVe cXlWXUeV, QRWabl\
beWZeeQ aQWiTXiW\ aQd ¶PRdeUQiW\· (b\ aQalRg\ ZiWh fRUPal lRgic aQd laZ Zhich VXbViVW
acURVV diʃeUiQg PRdeV Rf SURdXcWiRQ). ThiV WheRU\ dReV QRW VeeP WR be iQaccXUaWe, bXW caQ
RQl\ be aSSlied WR a QXPbeU Rf liPiWed caVeV.

3. MaU[ alVR dePRQVWUaWeV hRZ Whe c\cle Rf ecRQRPic cUiVeV iQ Whe cRQWe[W Rf fUee-
cRPSeWiWiRQ caSiWaliVP Ue-eVWabliVheV SURSRUWiRQV b\ eliPiQaWiQg e[ceVV, aQd allRZV
accXPXlaWiRQ WR UeVXPe. The cUiViV iV SaUW Rf Whe V\VWeP·V SURceVV Rf Velf-UegXlaWiRQ. MaU[
UeYealV a dialecWical PRYePeQW: ¶balaQce ² cUiViV ² UeVXPSWiRQ·. ThXV RXU VWXd\ dReV QRW
agUee ZiWh Whe RfWeQ UePaUkable YieZV Rf G. G. GUaQgeU, ZhR ePShaVi]eV facWRUV Rf
VWUXcWXUe aQd iQWeUQal balaQce.

4. IQ fUee-PaUkeW caSiWaliVP, adjXVWPeQWV (Rf YalXeV, SUiceV aQd UaWeV Rf SURɹW) aQd Whe
fRUPaWiRQ Rf aQ aYeUage UaWe Rf SURɹW Sla\ WhiV URle Rf Velf-UegXlaWiRQ aQd iQWeUQal balaQce,



acURVV a c\cle Rf cUiVeV.
5. WRUk RQ ecRlRg\ aQd PRdeUQ dePRgUaSh\ (iQ SaUWicXlaU iQ FUaQce, ZiWh AlfUed SaXY\

aQd JacTXeV FRXUaVWip) haV XVed PaWhePaWicV WR e[SlaiQ VXch SURceVVeV. AccRUdiQg WR a
SaSeU SUeVeQWed WR Whe GURXSe d·pWXdeV b\ A. MRleV, iW cRXld be SRVVible WR VWXd\ Whe
QXPbeU Rf SXblicaWiRQV Zhich haYe aSSeaUed iQ diʃeUeQW VecWRUV Rf VcieQce iQ RUdeU WR
deWeUPiQe Whe WeQdeQc\ WRZaUdV cXPXlaWiYe (e[SRQeQWial) gURZWh aQd facWRUV Rf VlRZiQg
dRZQ aQd VaWXUaWiRQ PRUe clRVel\.

6. The eQVXiQg ViWXaWiRQ iV VR cRQfXVed WhaW Whe UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ Rf VRcieW\ RQ a ZRUld
Vcale becRPeV RbVcXUed aW Whe YeU\ PRPeQW iW iV WakiQg VhaSe aV a WRWaliW\. AQd VR
VRciRlRg\ (aV aQ ideRlRg\) aSSeaUV aV a VXbVWiWXWe fRU aQ iQadeTXaWe cRQVciRXVQeVV, iQ
WaQdeP ZiWh Whe YagXe UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ Rf a ¶VRcial ZhRle· Zhich e[iVWV bXW Zhich caQQRW be
gUaVSed b\ Whe gURXSV aQd Whe PeQ ZhR cRQVWiWXWe iW.

7. VRlWeUUa·V eTXaWiRQV e[SUeVV WheVe SURceVVeV PaWhePaWicall\.
8. The diʃeUeQce beWZeeQ digiWal machines (Zhich RSeUaWe XSRQ XQliPiWed diVcRQWiQXiW\

ZiWh iQcUeaViQg VcRSe aQd SUeciViRQ) aQd analogXe machines (Zhich RSeUaWe RQ cRQWiQXRXV
giYeQV aQd PRdelV) bUiQgV a WechQical aUgXPeQW WR RXU h\SRWheViV. OQ Whe leYel Rf cRUWical
acWiYiW\, Whe cXPXlaWiYe SURceVV ZRXld be liQked WR Whe dichRWRP\ aQd diVjXQcWiRQ Zhich
aSSeaU iQ laQgXage, aUiWhPeWic aQd lRgic.

9. IQ Whe WheRU\ Rf Whe VePaQWic ɹeld Ze cRXld alUead\ haYe UefeUUed WR Whe ZRUk Rf
GaVWRQ BachelaUd. IQ VeYeUal bRRkV Zhich aUe VR Zell kQRZQ WhaW iW iV SRiQWleVV WR QaPe
WheP, WhiV ePiQeQW ShilRVRSheU haV dePRQVWUaWed Whe URle Rf V\PbRliVPV (aQd abRYe all Rf
V\PbRlV bRUURZed fURP Whe elePeQWV: FiUe, WaWeU, EaUWh, AiU) iQ SReWU\, iQ dUeaPV aQd iQ
laQgXage. IQ aQRWheU aUea Rf hiV ZRUk GaVWRQ BachelaUd dialecWici]eV Whe cRQceSWV Rf
VcieQWiɹc kQRZledge (Vee QRWabl\ Le NoXYel EspriW scienWiɹqXe). We ZRXld like WR VWUeVV RQe
VSeciɹc SRiQW. TheUe iV a bUeak beWZeeQ WheVe WZR SaUWV Rf hiV ZRUk aQd WhRXghW. Wh\?
BecaXVe ShilRVRSh\ UefXVed WR cRPe fXll ciUcle aQd fRUP a V\VWeP? YeV, Pa\be. BXW aV Ze
Vee iW WheUe iV VRPeWhiQg elVe. OQe SaUW Rf hiV ZRUk iV cRQceUQed ZiWh Whe QRQ-accXPXlaWiYe
(V\PbRlV aQd V\PbRliVPV, c\cleV aQd cRVPic Uh\WhPV, QXcleXVeV Rf SUiPaU\ RU SURWRSaWhic
aʃecWiYiW\ iQ Whe iQdiYidXal, VRciali]ed ePRWiYiW\ iQ aQd WhURXgh laQgXage «). The RWheU
SaUW iV cRQceUQed ZiWh Whe cXmXlaWiYe (PRdeUQ WechQiTXeV aQd VcieQWiɹc kQRZledge). FURP
Whe SRiQW Rf YieZ Rf RXU VWXdieV, WhiV bUeak dReV QRW diVaSSeaU, bXW becRPeV a WhePe, VeeV
iWVelf aV VXch, aQd WakeV RQ a VeQVe.
¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ The cRQQecWiRQ Rf V\PbRliVPV ZiWh Whe elePeQWaU\ eYeU\da\ iQ Whe ZRUk Rf GaVWRQ
BachelaUd haV beeQ highlighed YeU\ UeceQWl\ b\ MXcchielli: ¶SWaUWiQg fURP diʃeUeQW
diUecWiRQV, PiageW aQd BachelaUd haYe VhRZQ WhaW YeU\ geQeUal aʃecWiYR-PRWRU VchePeV
cRUUeVSRQdiQg WR YeU\ geQeUal aQd YeU\ aUchaic hXPaQ ViWXaWiRQV (beiQg lRVW, cRQcealiQg



RQeVelf, geWWiQg XS, falliQg dRZQ, beiQg aWWacked, PaWiQg, WakiQg VhelWeU, eWc.) cRQVWiWXWe Whe
eVVeQWial SaUW Rf ZhaW SV\chR-aQal\Wic liWeUaWXUe callV XQcRQVciRXV V\PbRliVP, aQd Pa\ be
cRQVideUed WR be Whe d\QaPic ´fRUPVµ Rf VeUieV Rf behaYiRXU SaWWeUQV Zhich aUe
diʃeUeQWiaWed accRUdiQg WR eSRchV aQd cXlWXUeV, aV Zell aV Whe geQeUaWiQg VchePaWic Rf
RQeiUic, P\Whic aQd legeQdaU\ ´iPageVµ Zhich Ze call ´V\PbRlicµ¬ · (Philosophie de la
mpdicine ps\cho-somaWiqXe, S. 134). IQ RXU YieZ MXcchielli UedXceV Whe VigQiɹcaQce Rf
V\PbRliVPV (QRWabl\ WheiU poeWic VeQVe).

6 The Theory of Moments

1. (Trans.) LefebYUe ɹUVW SURSRVed hiV WheRU\ Rf PRPeQWV iQ hiV aXWRbiRgUaSh\ La Somme
eW le resWe, 2 YRlV., La Nef, PaUiV 1959. IW caQ be cRQWUaVWed ZiWh Whe WheRU\ Rf ViWXaWiRQV
deYelRSed b\ DebRUd iQ Whe InWernaWionale siWXaWionnisWe. The diʃeUeQce Rf YieZ led WR Whe
iQWellecWXal UifW beWZeeQ Whe WZR PeQ iQ Whe 1960V.

2. ThiV SURWeVW iV alVR e[SUeVVed iQ GeRUgeV PRliW]eU·V bUilliaQW ShilRVRShical SaPShleW Le
Bergsonisme, ɹn d·Xne parade philosophiqXe. PhilRVRShicall\, Whe ¶WheRU\ Rf PRPeQWV· iV
liQked WR aQ iQWeUSUeWaWiRQ Rf LeibQi]. The ¶VXbVWaQWial· liQk (YincXlXm sXbsWanWiale) beWZeeQ
PRQadV iV iWVelf a PRQad. IQ VR faU aV kQRZledge aQd lRYe, eWc., aUe diYeUVe aWWUibXWeV RU
SRZeUV Rf beiQg, Whe\ haYe a UealiW\ Zhich ZRXld eTXal WhaW Rf Ueiɹed cRQVciRXVQeVVeV (Vee
HeQUi LefebYUe, La Somme eW le resWe).

3. Hegel dUaZV hiV iQVSiUaWiRQ fURP claVVic PechaQicV (Whe ¶PRPeQW Rf iQeUWia·, eWc.), bXW
he SURfRXQdl\ PRdiɹeV Whe PeaQiQg Rf Whe WeUP.

4. See Michel BXWRU, ¶Le URPaQ eW la SRpVie·, Les LeWWres noXYelles, FebUXaU\ 1961, ZheUe
he cleaUl\ VSellV RXW WhaW ¶RQe Rf Whe WaVkV Rf Whe QRYel Zill be WR Ue-eVWabliVh a cRQWiQXiW\
beWZeeQ PaUYellRXV PRPeQWV aQd ePSW\ RQeV·.



Volume III: From Modernity to Modernism (Towards a
Metaphilosophy of Daily Life)

Preface

1. FRU Whe SUe-ZaU SeUiRd, UeadeUV aUe UefeUUed WR P\ SUeface WR YRlXPe RQe Rf CriWiqXe of
EYer\da\ Life (WUaQV. JRhQ MRRUe, VeUVR, LRQdRQ aQd NeZ YRUk 1991), SS. i[²[[Yiii, ZheUe
I UefeU WR Whe aUWicle b\ HeQUi LefebYUe aQd NRUbeUW GXWeUPaQ, ¶La P\VWiɹcaWiRQ: QRWeV SRXU
XQe cUiWiTXe de la Yie TXRWidieQQe·, AYanW-PosWe, QR. 2, AXgXVW 1933, SS. 91²107. See alVR
HeQUi LefebYUe, EYer\da\ Life in Whe Modern World (1968), WUaQV. S. RabiQRZiWch, AlleQ
LaQe, LRQdRQ 1971. FiQall\, leW XV VigQal WhaW, iQ 1982, iQ aQ iQWeUYieZ ZiWh OliYeU CRUSeW
aQd ThieUU\ PaTXRW (¶HeQUi LefebYUe ShilRVRShe dX TXRWidieQ·, Le Monde Dimanche, 19
DecePbeU 1982), LefebYUe iQdicaWed WhaW he ZaV SlaQQiQg WR SXUVXe WhiV liQe Rf iQTXiU\
ZiWh a ZRUk RQ Uh\WhPV, UeYRlYiQg aURXQd Whe cRQceSW Rf ¶Uh\WhP aQal\ViV·. The SURjecW
ZaV Ueali]ed RQl\ afWeU hiV deaWh, ZiWh Whe SXblicaWiRQ b\ CaWheUiQe RpgXlieU Rf ElpmenWs de
r\Whmanal\se. InWrodXcWion j la connaissance des rh\Whmes, S\lleSVe, PaUiV 1992.

2. See LXc FeUU\ aQd AlaiQ ReQaXW, French Philosoph\ of Whe Si[Wies: An Essa\ on
AnWiHXmanism (1985), WUaQV. MaU\ H.S. CaWWaQi, UQiYeUViW\ Rf MaVVachXVeWWV PUeVV, APheUVW
1990.

3. ViQceQW DeVcRPbeV, Modern French Philosoph\, WUaQV. LRUQa ScRWW-FR[, CaPbUidge
UQiYeUViW\ PUeVV, CaPbUidge 1980 (ZaV Whe aXWhRU Ueall\ XQaZaUe WhaW Whe FUeQch WiWle Rf
hiV ZRUk ² Le Mrme eW l·aXWre ² ZaV Whe VaPe aV Whe iQWURdXcWiRQ ZUiWWeQ b\ LefebYUe WR
SchelliQg·V Philosophical InqXir\ inWo Whe Essence of HXman Freedom, SXbliVhed b\ RiedeU iQ
1926?); ChUiVWiaQ DelacaPSagQe, A HisWor\ of Philosoph\ in Whe TZenWieWh CenWXr\, WUaQV. M.
B. DebeYRiVe, JRhQV HRSkiQV UQiYeUViW\ PUeVV, BalWiPRUe 1999.

4. SRPe Rf WheVe cRQceUQ Whe SUeface WR YRlXPe RQe. I aP eVSeciall\ gUaWefXl WR FUaQciV
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