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THE ROLE OF NEW CITIES IN
GEOGRAPHIC REDISTRIBUTION OF
THE POPULATION IN EGYPT

STUDY ABSTRACT

The study seeks to shed some light on the efforts done by the
government in order to redistribute the population far from the narrow
stripe of the Nile valley. The ultimatc goal of the study is to identify the
role of new cities established under the population redistribution and
urban new settlement scheme started in 1975, in the fulfillment of the
National Population Policy towards achieving more balanced
geographic population redistribution. The study depends mainly on the
1986, 1996, and 2006 Census data, as well as thc available data from
CAPMAS and the New Urban Communities Authority.  The
methodologies used are descriptive in nature and content analysis as
appropriate. The study findings are as follows:

e The new cities established in the last three decades absorbed 903
thousand persons which represents only 5% of the targeted
population of these citics.

o This means that the continuous efforts and investments paid in such
scheme did not succeed to achieve the population redistribution
policy objectives.

e The new cities are characterized by extremely low population
density, increasing trend of new married couples, young age
structure, relatively higher educational level.

e No evidence that the establishment of new cities has achieved
considerable changes in the labor market as well as in the levels of
unemployment.

o Contrary to what was expected, the new cities did not contribute to
the elimination of slums and remote areas in Greater Cairo as well
as in other governorates. The estimated population living in such
areas approaches 20 million persons.

The study recommends that new geographic population redistribution
policy and strategy should be reformulated, on both national and local
levels. This policy should consider all economic, agricultural, industrial
and environmental dimensions of sustainablc development. Such policy
has to identify clear specific short and long term objectives to be
achieved. It is recommended also that a field study, covering all new
cities is needed to evaluate the role of these new cities in geographic
population redistribution in Egypt based on detailed and updated data.
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